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The annual “Mingle with Kris Kringle” in downtown
Cedar Springs gets
a little bigger every
year, and is starting
to become a tradition for families in
the community.
Last Saturday’s
event, sponsored
by the Cedar
Springs
Area
Chamber
of
Commerce, was
a day-long affair, and kicked
off with about 40 kids
and adults showing up at the
library to make decorations
to hang on the tree. Perry
Hopkins, who organized
the event for Chamber, said
there was also a great turnout
for the story time with Mrs.
Clause at Perry’s Place llc for
herbs, teas and more, and the
Christmas Puzzle time with
Santa’s Elves at Alpha Omega Coffee and Games.
There was one glitch—the
parade started a half hour late
because Santa was running
later than expected. But on

the bright side,
the parade had
more participants this year,
with the American
Legion
walking in it,
and the cheerleaders leading
Santa. Mayor
pro-tem Pam
Conley also walked in the
parade, and helped Santa
with his countdown for the
tree lighting.
The Red Flannel Queen

and Court mingled with residents near the tree, while
waiting for Santa, and there
was also a petting zoo, and a
live nativity by Calvary As-

Calvary Assembly of God performed a Live Nativity complete with live shepherd boys and sheep.

sembly of God Church.
The Cedar Springs Historical Society held a tour
of the museum after the
tree lighting (see page 2).

Prosecutor:
deadly force
justified in
Greenville
death
Montcalm County Prosecutor Andrea Krause said in
a press release this week that
Greenville resident Jess Braman was justified in using
deadly force when he shot
and killed a naked stranger
that broke into his home and
would not leave on September
6, 2014.
The Greenville Department
of Public Safety received a
report at 6:55 a.m. of a naked
man running through a Greenville neighborhood who was
attempting to gain entry into
a home at 303 West Grove
Street. Officers began to look
for the man. At 7:23 they got
the info that the man was inside a home at 105 South Barry (Braman’s address). That
was followed by the info that
Braman had shot him.
Jess Braman had gotten up
at 6:40 a.m. and let his dog out
the back sliding door, and did
not relock it. Soon after, his
neighbor, Chris Harrington,
told Braman that his (Harrington’s) wife had seen a
naked man in their backyard.
Braman then went upstairs to
take a shower. When he came
down he found the naked
stranger on his couch, covered
in a blanket. Braman went up
and got his 17-year-old stepson and asked him if it was a
friend of his, and the teen told
him no. Braman then got a
shotgun from an upstairs closet and loaded it.
Justified - continues on page 13

Ten-foot wooden horse
spotted downtown
If you drove by the corner
of Main and Elm Street last
Friday, December 5, and
thought you saw a 10-foot
tall wooden horse, it wasn’t
your imagination.
The carved wooden horse
is a mascot of the “Citizen
Cavalry,” rallying against
any attempt by state legislators to alter the term limits
voters enacted in 1992.
“It takes a big horse to scare
away lame ducks,” said Scott
Tillman, state coordinator for
Don’t Touch Term Limits!
“We’ve formed a citizen cav-

alry to remind politicians
like Rob VerHeulen and Lisa
Lyons that they answer to the
people on term limits, not the
other way around. Term limits were introduced by citizens not politicians. It’s time
these two representatives got
on the record, letting the people of their districts know if
they plan to vote against the
citizens and lengthen their
own term limits.”
The ten-foot horse made
stops in Rockford, Cedar
Springs, and Greenville.

Post photo by J. Reed.
This carved wooden horse made a pit-stop at the Post Friday after leaving Cedar Café.
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The Post travels
to Austria

Dave and Kelley Ringler, who plan to open the Cedar
Springs Brewing Company next spring, recently visited
Austria and Bavaria and took along a Post. Here Dave is
shown in Salzburg, Austria at Kapitelplatz. Note the statue
of a man standing on a large golden sphere behind Dave,
and a larger than life real chessboard to his left, where people really play chess. A large fortress is behind him, up on
the hill.
Are you going on vacation? Take the Post with you and
snap some photos. Then send them to us with some info to
news@cedarspringspost.com or mail them to Post travels,
PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. We will be looking
for yours!

Queen and court visits the
Museum
The Cedar Springs Historical Society held a candle light tour of the museum after the Christmas
tree lighting on December
6. The Queen’s court was
among the visitors who enjoyed the photo-op set up
by volunteers. The sleigh
and backdrop will remain
up until Christmas and everyone is welcome to come
in and take family photos. The Museum is open
Wednesdays 10:00 a.m. to
5:00 p.m. and by special
request. D White has offered to open for families
who cannot come in on
Wednesday. Call 696-3738 or 616 835-0809.
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Warning: Beware of IRS phone scam
Three young men were injured in an accident in Cannon Township last week. Photo from WOOD
TV8.
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Three young men from Rockford were
seriously injured last Thursday when the
car they were riding in crashed into a tree.
According to the Kent County Sheriff
Department, deputies responded to a personal injury accident at 9 Mile and Young
Avenue in Cannon Township about 6:02
a.m., December 4, involving a passenger
car and three occupants. Police said that
the driver, Jacob Taylor, 21, of Rockford,
lost control of the vehicle and crossed the
centerline and struck a tree.

Taylor suffered critical injuries and was
transported by Aeromed to Spectrum Butterworth Hospital. The front seat passenger,
Bret Bailey, 21, of Rockford, also suffered
critical injuries, and was transported by
Rockford Ambulance to Spectrum Butterworth Hospital. The back seat passenger,
Mitchell Fabro, 22, of Rockford, suffered
serious injuries, and was also transported to
Spectrum Butterworth by Rockford Ambulance.
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An accident in Reynolds
Township Tuesday sent
three people to the hospital.
According to the Montcalm County Sheriff’s Office, the crash occurred
about 3:45 p.m. on M-82
near Almy School Road on
December 9.
Police said that Jennifer
Christensen, 23, of Howard City, was traveling

Jennifer Christensen and
her 3-year-old passenger,
along with Felicia Christensen were transported to
Spectrum Health Butterworth for non-life threatening injuries. Dupont was
uninjured.
Montcalm County Sheriff’s Deputies were assisted
at the scene by Montcalm
County Emergency Medi-

Monday & Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Friday: 1:00 – 5:00 PM
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Three injured in two-car pedestrian crash
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State Police confirm this call is a scam. The IRS never
contacts citizens by telephone, instead relying on official
notification by mail.
Below are some tips to use to avoid becoming a scam
victim:
• Do not give personal information to unknown callers.
• Do not respond to unsolicited emails from unknown
senders.
• Confirm the identity of a contact by calling back and
independently speaking with the identified source
(your bank, credit card company, government agency, etc.).
• Use a reliable source, such as a phone book, to confirm the contact’s phone number or email.
• Report any suspicious contacts to police.
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The Michigan State Police (MSP) Rockford Post has received complaints of an IRS phone scam in the area.
The MSP would like to remind residents that scams take
many different forms, including impersonating authorities
and government officials.
Most scams involve obtaining a victim’s personal information under false pretenses. The scammer usually portrays a sense of urgency, pretending to be an official of a
legitimate organization to fool a victim into providing personal information or sending money.
In a scam hitting the Rockford area, scammers are calling citizens claiming they work for the Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) and telling them they owe the IRS additional
money. The caller threatens that if the debt is not paid immediately, an arrest warrant will be issued.

eastbound and beginning
a left turn into a private
drive, when she was struck
by a westbound vehicle
driven by Paul Dupont, 55
years old of Newaygo. The
vehicles slid off the road
and struck a pedestrian,
16-year-old Felicia Christensen of Howard City, who
was retrieving a trash can
near the edge of the road.
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spiritual notes • announcements • memories

From the Pulpit

peace? Why is this time of year the best of times for some, and
the worst of times for others? I think the answer is the real reason for the season. The birth of Jesus is the reason we celebrate
Christmas, though some in the world would try to disagree.
In fact, Jesus’ birth is the reason that we count the years on a
calendar. The term Anno Domini is medieval Latin, translated
as In the year of the Lord, or AD on your calendar. He is the
reason that we count time. When Jesus came to the earth He
came to give us peace. In fact is says this in Isaiah 9:6: “For to
us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will
be on his shoulders. And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.”
I don’t think that peace means a life of solitude and a life
free from stress and worry. In fact Jesus came into the world in
a time of great unrest for His people the Israelites. They were
under Roman rule, and they had lost the great power they once
had. It was anything but peaceful for Israel and for Jesus. He
was persecuted, beaten, mocked, and eventually crucified on
a cross for doing nothing wrong. Doesn’t seem very peaceful to me! But He defeated death by His resurrection, and by
showing us how to have peace “despite” our circumstances.
He allowed us to believe that this kind of peace is possible.
So when you are out shopping and that person snatches that
last Furby, or when that crazy uncle comes to the family gathering and starts that political argument, or when you realize
that this will be the first Christmas without that special someone, you can have peace. Peace in knowing that someone
loved you so much that they came from Heaven, from their
rightful throne, and gave up all their rights so that they could
come and serve you and show us how to love others. Christmas is all about giving to others because you have been given
the greatest gift you could ever receive—the gift of Jesus, the
gift of love, and the gift of eternal life!

Pastor Tom Holloway
Solon Center
Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma, Cedar Springs
(just north of 19 Mile)

Peace on Earth
The holidays are here and that means families get functions,
work parties, Christmas programs, and most of all stress! The
holidays can be the “most wonderful time of the year,” and
also the most painful for many people. For some people it will
be the first Christmas without a loved one, the first Christmas
without a significant other, the first Christmas without a warm
place to sleep. Yet it is for many the best time of the year.
I love celebrating Christmas with my family and my loved
ones, and I love giving gifts. I love seeing my children’s eyes
light up when they get that thing that they never thought they
would get. Of course we can’t give all of the things we would
like to give, and my wife and I have basically given up on
giving each other anything significant, though I always spend
more than I promise to spend on her. As a pastor of a local
church, Christmas is the second busiest season of the year next
to Easter. So it is one thing after another, and it is the most
stressful time of the year for me personally. Yet I still manage
to find some peace at Christmas. The question is why?
Why can some people feel stress and some people feel
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St. John Paul II Parish

A Warm and Welcoming Catholic Community
3110 17 Mile Road | Cedar Springs, MI | 696-3904
Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30pm • Sundays at 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

Sundays @
9:45 AM
& 11:15 AM
w w w. t h e s p ri n g s c h u rc h . i n f o
135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Oak & Grant) | 616.696.2970

Worship Every Sunday at 10:30am
810 17 Mile Road, Cedar Springs
at the corner of 17 Mile and Olin Lakes

www.cscalvary.org
(616) 696-8708

Pastor Craig T. Owens

http://craigtowens.com

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL

(Since 1946) Non-Denominational
pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm
Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am
Sunday Evening Worship 5pm
Sunday Youth Group 6:30pm

Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)

Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church
10 am Sunday worship
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont

(616)784-1111

(corner of Pine Island, 1/4 mile west of Exit 95 of US 131)

www.holyspiritbelmont.org
New Ideas, Traditional Worship

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM
Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com
696-3560

Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 PM

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am & 9:30 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays at 3:00 pm
Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.
MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church






sunday Worship: 10 aM


Bible study: 11:15 aM Monday


enhance
fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f












at Cedarfield
Community
Center Center
Pastor: Robert EckertServicesServices
at Cedarfield
Community
Mile17RD
NERd.
(Next
Meijer)
866-4298 3592 173592
Mile
NEto
(Next
to Meijer)
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Phone: 696-9120
www.coumc.com
Phone: 696-9120
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
10AM, 10AM,
6PM 6PM
Sunday Sunday
Services:
Services:
Pastor:Pastor:
Jim Alblas
Jim Alblas

Cedar Springs Christian Church

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational
www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org








MondayS:
open prayer
7-8 pM

on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180

*NOT affiliated with
Creative Technologies
Academy (CTA)


Sunday ScheduLe:
TWO WOrShiP SerViceS at 9:00 a.m.

and 11:30 a.m.






SundayS:
10:30 a.M.

340 W. pine St.





SuPerViSed nurSery care PrOVided



10:00 a.m. coffee Fellowship downstairs
10:15
a.m. christian education FOr aLL aGeS



Pastor Steve Lindeman




By Ronnie McBrayer

The Gift of Mercy
I once read about Charles Brown, a
World War 2 pilot on his first mission,
just before Christmas, 1943. His B-17
had been shot to pieces; half his crew
was wounded or dead, and he was flying alone over Germany. Then, Brown
looked to his left and locked eyes with Franz Stigler, an ace
German fighter pilot flying no more than a few feet off the
B-17’s wing. This was the end.
Stigler saw that his enemy’s aircraft was torn to pieces,
and with one hand on the trigger and another on his rosary,
he couldn’t shoot. Instead, he nodded at Brown and protectively escorted the bomber to the edge of Allied airspace,
saluted Brown, and peeled away.
Brown landed safely and eventually returned home. As
he aged, the more he thought about that December day. He
decided that he must find that German pilot. His search was
showing little progress when he received an unexpected
letter from Franz Stigler! The two pilots became best of
friends.
Brown was forever grateful for Stigler’s gift of mercy his whole life had been possible because of it. But the event
changed Stigler’s life as well. He said, “The war cost me
everything. Charles Brown was the only good thing that
came out of [it]. It was the one thing I could be proud of.”
Stigler and Brown died within months of each other in
2008. A book found in Charles Brown’s library after their
deaths, a gift from Stigler, had this written on the flap: “On
the 20th of December, 1943, four days before Christmas, I
had the chance to save a B-17 from her destruction…The
pilot, Charles Brown, is for me, as precious as my brother.”
Few stories illustrate so well how transformational mercy
can be, for it is a shared gift. When we replace vengeance
with compassion; retaliation with grace; and punishment
with forgiveness, then, like no other moment, we are giving
life to the world.
So who in your life could best be served by the gift of
mercy? That old enemy? A shystering, former business
partner? A parent, child, neighbor, or sibling? There’s no
shortage of offenders, just a shortage of forgiveness. Maybe
it’s time to ask God for the grace to grace others, to cling to
your rosary, and take your finger off the trigger. The person
you save might be yourself.
Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, blogger,
pastor, and author of multiple books. Visit his website at
www.ronniemcbrayer.me.
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spiritual notes • announcements • memories

MICHAEL JAMES LONG

JANET A. GORDON

DOROTHY A. PARKER

Mr. Michael
James Long
of
Venice,
California,
age
43,
passed away
unexpectedly
on
Friday,
November 28,
2014. He was
born Tuesday,
November 16,
1971. Michael
leaves behind
his father Michael (Debra) Long, Sr. and
mother Rebecca Jines-Linker; daughters
Briana Skeen, Trisha Long, and Deija Long;
grandchildren Nevaeh and Xavier; siblings
Lori (Terry) Robinson, Mike (Michelle)
Long, Jr., and Angie (Mike) O’Dowd;
paternal grandmother Mary Merritt;
maternal grandparents Martha (Bill)
Sanders; grandmother Thelma Slocum;
numerous aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews,
and cousins; and girlfriend Noel Wittnebel
of California. He was preceded in death by
his grandfather Van Merritt. There will be a
time of visitation from 5:00 to 8:00 p.m. on
Thursday, December 11, 2014, at Pederson
Funeral Home, 127 N. Monroe Street NE,
Rockford, MI 49341. The funeral service
for Michael will be held at 11:00 a.m.
on Friday, December 12, 2014, at Grace
Evangelical Free Church, 4714 Thirteen
Mile Road NE, Rockford, MI 49341. Pastor
Kevin Reed will be officiating. There will be
a one hour visitation prior to the service at
church. Those wishing to offer expressions
of sympathy are encouraged to make a
donation to assist Michael’s daughters.
Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home
www.pedersonfuneralhome.com

Janet
A.
Gordon, 87
of
Cedar
Springs, went
to be with
her Lord and
Savior, while
surrounded
by
family
members
on
Sunday,
December
7,
2014.
Janet
was
born December 28, 1926 in Rockford,
Michigan the daughter of Versal and Lorena
(Blanchard) Gunnell. After graduating from
Cedar Springs High School, she married her
high school sweetheart, E. Ray Gordon on
December 29, 1945. She enjoyed spending
time with her family, traveling, painting,
drawing and knitting. She was a member
of the Cedar Springs United Methodist
Church and Women’s Club. Surviving are
her husband, Ellsworth Raymond Gordon;
children, Susie (Ken) Parker, Doug Gordon,
Pam (Tim) Covell, Joel (Janyth) Gordon;
16 grandchildren; 27 great grandchildren;
brothers, Fred (Carollee) Gunnell, John
(Mayda) Gunnell; sisters, Shirley (Charlie)
Gumina, Nancy (Ed) Bremmer, Cam (John)
Teusink; brothers-in-law, Murry (Eva)
Gordon, Cliff Snyder; sister-in-law, Maxine
Gordon; several nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by a son, Tom
Gordon; brother, Tom Gunnell; sister,
Charlene at infancy; brothers and sistersin-law, Ken Gordon, Don Gordon, Fay
and Loraine Gordon, and Lillian Snyder.
The family will receive friends Thursday
from 2-4 and 6-8 pm at the Bliss-Witters
& Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs.
The service will be held Friday 11:00 am
at the United Methodist Church, Cedar
Springs. Pastor Steve Lindeman officiating.
Interment Elmwood Cemetery. Memorial
contributions may be made to the United
Methodist Church, 140 S. Main St., Cedar
Springs, MI 49319.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

D o r o t h y
A.
Parker,
74 of Sand
Lake, passed
away Friday,
December
5,
2014.
Dorothy was
born October
18,
1940
in
Pierson,
Michigan.
She was a
1958 graduate
of Howard City High School. She enjoyed
making wedding flowers, loved to cook
and had a great sense of humor. She loved
her family tremendously. Surviving are
her husband, Leon “L.D.”; sons, Gene
(Kimberly), Jeff (Terri), Jamie (Sarah);
grandchildren, Jake, Tyllor, Amy, Tayllor,
Trenton, Tanner, Trinity; great grandson,
Jace; sister, Joan (Jim) Ostrander; sisterin-law, Doris Parker; nieces and nephews.
The family greeted friends Tuesday from
2-4 and 6-8 pm at the Bliss-Witters &
Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs, where
services were held Wednesday at 11:00 am.
Ross Merlington officiating. Interment Sand
Lake Cemetery. Memorial contributions
may be made to RAI Care Center, Rockford.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

Publish Your
• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement
• Anniversary *• In Memory * • Thank you
• Congratulations

The greatest possession
you have is the 24 hours
directly in front of you.

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)
50 word limit

...For there is a time there for every purpose and for every work.
Ecclesiastes 3:17b

• Anniversary *
• Congratulations
• In Memory *
• Thank you
in

for only $15.00
without photo
$20.00 with photo
($5.00 per
additional photo)
50 word limit
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject
to additional fees by length.

Church
Connection

is online @
www.cedarspringspost.com

at home or away
we’re just a
click away

in

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY

Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. Pioneer Christian Reformed Church




Keeping theFaith

A
A
A
W edding
W edding
W edding
M emorial Church
M emorialConnection
M emorial
O bituary
O bituary
O bituary Publish
Your
hankyou!
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T
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T
• Birth Announcement
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nnouncement
nnouncement
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A
A
A
• Engagement

Rockford Springs Community Church

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.

Bliss-Witters & Pike

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

Every Life

Tells A Story

Grant Chapel

Newaygo Chapel

Phone: (231) 834-5613

Phone: (231) 652-5613

45 E. Main Street
Grant, MI 49327

226 State Road
Newaygo, MI 49337

Pastor David Vander Meer

5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

www.rockfordsprings.org

Sunday WorShip
9:30am • 5:00pm

SAND LAKE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673

Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am
Hall Rental $65.00 (no alcohol) ~
Call Crystal Gould 616-636-5615

The Cedar Springs
Post
3,300 likes

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410
Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

www.fieldsmckinley.com
David J. Fields

Licensed Funeral Director-Owner

Charles M. McKinley

Licensed Funeral Director

4.2

www.facebook.com/
cedarspringspost
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Arts/entertainment

H

ometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service for nonprofit agencies only. Due to popular demand for placement in this
section, we can no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is
Monday at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles will run as
space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions
may apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name and
phone number for any questions we may have.

Christmas Fund Distribution

Dec. 12: Due to the generosity of the late Evelyn Cossin,
there are limited funds available again this year to assist
some families in need for Christmas. The funds are
available only to families living in the Cedar Springs city
limits. Please send or bring letters requesting assistance to:
Cedar Springs United Methodist Church, 140 S. Main St.,
PO Box K, Cedar Springs, MI 49319, C/O Janet Avery. All
letters should include some brief summary of your need
for assistance. Letters must be submitted and post marked
and received NO later than Friday, December 12th. Please
note: If awarded some assistance, we will send you a letter
informing you of your pick up times of 10 am – noon and
7 – 8 pm on Monday, December 22nd at Cedar Springs
UMC. All letters received will receive some notification of
acceptance or denial of assistance. #49,50p

Make edible Christmas tree, ornament
at library

Dec. 13: Make an edible Christmas tree with frosting
and great candy decorations this Saturday, December 13.
RSVP for sessions starting at 10am, 11am and 12pm. Great
for kids preschool and up! Also make a Christmas tree
decoration for as long as supplies last! RSVP by calling
616-696-1910 or stop by and sign up at 43 W. Cherry Street
during open hours. Visit our website for more information:
cedarspringslibrary.llcoop.org

TOPS weight loss support group

Dec. 16: Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit
weight loss support group for men and women, meets every
Tuesday at the Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sand Lake.
Your first visit is free so come check out what TOPS can
do to help you reach your weigh loss goals! Weigh-ins
8:15-9am, meeting starts at 9:15am. In case of inclement
weather, meetings are cancelled if Tri-County or Cedar
Springs schools are closed. Call Barb at 696-8049 for more
information. #50

Michigan Blood Drive

Dec. 16: Tuesday, December 16th at the Cedar Springs
United Methodist Church from 12 to 7 pm. Cedar Springs
Women’s Club will be donating homemade cookies. Attempt
to donate and you could win a $250 shopping spree. In the
Spirit of Giving this Christmas, what better gift than the gift
of life. For each unit you give, it will benefit three peoples’
life! It only costs you an hour of your time. #50

Winter Snow Party

Dec. 18: Celebrate winter wonderland indoors with crafts,
games and activities! For ages 6 and younger. Wednesday,
December 18h at 6 pm at the Spencer Township KDL

now Showing
DIGITAL Movies at the

Kent theatre
DeceMber 12, 13, 14
ShowtiMeS: Friday: 6PM • 9PM

SaturDay: 6PM • 9PM | SunDay: 6PM

DIGITAL Movie Tickets

ONLY

$3.00

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 616-696-SHOW
www.kenttheatre.com
7469
Live on Stag
e
Annual
coMing Soon:

Christmas Concert

Dec. 13 @ 3PM Tickets $3.00
Annual

Christmas Dance

Extravaganza

Dec. 14 @ 3PM Tickets $3.00

hosted by the c.s. area chamber of commerce
*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

Branch, 14960 Meddler, Gowen. #50

Gingerbread Lake at KDL

Dec. 20: Stroll down Gingerbread Lake and enjoy tasty
gingerbread stories. Each child will make a simple
gingerbread house. Pre-registration is required and
participation spots are limited. For all ages. Saturday,
December 20th at 10:30 am at the Sand Lake/ Nelson
Township KDL Branch, 88 Eighth St. #50

Holiday Bake Sale

Dec. 20: Please join us for the annual Tri-County 4H
Holiday Bake Sale! Saturday, December 20th, from 9 am
to 2:30 pm at Tractor Supply Company in Cedar Springs.
#50,51p

Holiday Potluck at HCNC

Dec. 20: On Saturday, December 20th at 6 pm to about 8
pm Howard Christensen Nature Center will host a Holiday
Potluck. Bring a dish to pass – HCNC will provide turkey
and ham. Bring your whole family! Everyone and anyone
is invited. This year there will be an “Ugly Christmas Shirt
Contest” with prizes. There will also be games. A White
Elephant Gift Exchange will be held. The gift needs to be
wrapped, marked “Male or Female or Either”, do not put
your name (This is a secret!). 16160 Red Pine Drive, Kent
City. 616-675-3158. #50

Snowshoeing at HCNC

Dec. 21: Learn to Snowshoe. You and our loved ones can
enjoy snowshoeing together on our scenic trails with a
snowshoe guide, snow permitting. Build a team, employee
party, and join the festive fun. Sunday, December 21 from
10:30 am to 12 pm. Donation of $5 per person, snowshoes
included. Howard Christensen Nature Center 16160 Red
Pine Drive, Kent City. 616-675-3158. #50

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: THE HOLIDAYS
ACROSS
1. It’s played with a ball
6. “What’s Up, ___?” starring
Barbra Streisand
9. Hurry up!
13. D-Day beach
14. Greek R
15. Swap meet deal?
16. Thai restaurant chicken
staple
17. Down Under runner
18. Make reference to
19. *Disgruntled TV elf
21. *It’s under the tree?
23. PÈrignon’s honorific
24. Swarm
25. De Niro’s 1976 ride
28. *Kind of Holiday list
30. “__ ____, farewell, auf
Wiedersehen, good night”
35. In bed
37. “Cinema Paradiso” roll
39. The relative magnitudes
of two quantities
40. Intense anger
41. Material used by one of
three little pigs
43. Hahn or von Bismark
44. Eyes or optics
46. Used in hunting
47. Series of reps, pl.
48. To make lame
50. “Moonlight Sonata,” e.g.
52. Bread type
53. Sleep in a convenient
place
55. French lake
57. *Used during Hanukkah

JOKE
of theWeek
It’s all in the numbers

Four expectant fathers were in a hospital waiting room
while their wives were in labor.
The nurse comes in and tells the first man, “Congratulations! You’re the father of twins.”
“What a coincidence!” the man exclaims. “I work for
the Minnesota Twins baseball team!”
The nurse returns a short while later and tells the second man, “Congratulations! You are the father of triplets.”
“Wow, what a coincidence!” he replies. “I work for the
3M Corporation.”
When the nurse comes again, she tells the third man
that his wife has given birth to quadruplets.
“Another coincidence!” he tells her. “I work for the
Four Seasons Hotel!”
At this point, the fourth guy faints. When he comes to,
the others ask him what’s wrong.
He moans. “I work for 7-Eleven!”

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

classic kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

61. *Season of four
Sundays
before
Christmas
64. Legal excuse
65.
Shoemaker’s
tool
67. “The _____” by
Dostoyevsky
69. Capital of Tunisia
70.
Pied
Piper
follower
71. Mother-of-pearl
72. Strip of wood
73. Head ___ at a
country club
74. *Color of most
Christmas trees
DOWN
1.
Trigonometry
abbr.
2. Nanjing nanny
3.
London
art
museum
4. Swiss leafy green
5. Barn loft
6. Squirrel’s nest
7. Unit of electrical
resistance
8. Two-door car
9. Bellicose deity,
Greek
10.
Goes
with
sound?
11. Yemeni port
12. Lively
15. Seismic shake
20. Middle Eastern V.I.P.’s

Holiday sale
• Bakery • Gift Shop

Opening Just in Time for
the Holidays - Monday,
December 15 @ 8:00 am

Bud’s Turf LLC

12890 Myers Lake Ave. • Cedar Springs
616.647.7709

ome
for the
H
H olidays
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Letters to Santa

It’s that time of year again,
when kids can’t wait to
mail their letters to Santa! To help parents out,
the Cedar Springs Post
has set up a special North
Pole drop box. Every
year dozens of kids
use our special box
for express delivery to the
North Pole, and we make sure Santa reads
each and every one! So, if you’d like to send a letter to Santa, and
maybe get it printed in the newspaper, just drop off your letter in
the bright red box labeled “Santa Mail” outside our office at 36 E.
Maple Street, or mail your letter to: Letters to Santa, c/o the Cedar
Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.
Dear Santa
Dorrance
My Name is Ben
ristmas
all I want for Ch
and
is a beebee gun
othes.
football, cars, cl
Thank you
From
Ben

Dear Santa i hope you
Get my Good or
Bab List and The Things
Theat i watid from
Gracie. aBBott
to: Santa
i Love
You Santa

Dear Santa
I would like
camo
stuff, batm
an nemoto
car, spring
shoes, ralph

thank you, K
eegan
Nix

.

Dear Santa
I love you, I am 4 years old. For Christmas I want a
really big tool Box filled with Little screwdrivers,
A beautiful necklace with A angel on it, and a match
Letters game. for my mom I would like a ring with a
jewel in it. For my Dad I would like some wood Island
Stools. for my brothers I would like smelly soap
and last my dog Audrey a sqweeky toy.
Merry Christmas.
Colton Ream

Santa i wat a
Monster high american
Girl Polly Pocites toy horses
Schleich s woves and pups shopkin
Pok’emon Game DS CanDy
Colering Book Books
Monster high Books Gift
Cards money and a american
Girl Horses. american Girl
outfit for me and the
american Girl.

Santa’s Coming to Town

Dear Santa,
I would ask for a few
things. First bands... Lime, orange,
brown, red, blue/baby blue, purple,
sparkley, clear, Black, yellow, dark
green, raseberry, white, & pink!
please Santa. Next I want
a cute just white jacket
for my puppy bella. Last
please! please! please! get
2 things 1. The movie star wolf and
Amercan doll cloths!
Love,
Chandyce Novak
P.S. Please get my brother
a pet!
P.S.S. Please!
P.S.S.S. Please put
me and
are presents
Last
under the
Get my dog
snow tree!
a BIG doggy bed!
Please get
me a camra

Baby’s First Christmas
We want to give you the opportunity to celebrate your baby’s very
first Christmas in a special way.
The Cedar Springs POST will be
featuring area newborns in
“Baby’s First Christmas,”
a special feature for
babies
celebrating
their first Christmas.
Photos will be
run at nO COST
to our readers, but
space is limited so
get your photos in
early. Deadline is Monday, December 22 by 5
p.m. and pictures with name

and date of birth will appear in the
December 24th issue. We cannot guarantee return of photos. Show the community your precious gift!
Photos may be dropped off at
the Cedar Springs POST - 36
E. Maple St., or mailed to
Baby’s First Christmas,
P.O. Box 370, Cedar
Springs, MI 49319,
or emailed to news@
cedarspringspost.com.
Please include baby’s
name, and birth date,
as well as a contact name
and phone number.

Last chance to get
your wish list to

santa...

December 14th

from 10am - 2pm
at Classic Kelly’s
Restaurant

s
KiD
er 10

und

rEEf
Ea/ ptuF
rchase o
w

al
adult meNLY
O
4
-1
4
12-1

Come get your
picture with San
ta!

classic
kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs • (616) 696-0620
Hours: Monday-Friday 5:30am-8:00pm
Sat. 7:00am-9:00pm • Sun. 7:00am-5:00pm

Win this doll!
The Cedar Springs Post 2014
Christmas Coloring Contest

22. Hi-___
24. Winter flask
25. *”A Christmas _____”
26. Manila hemp
27. Muslim woman of high
rank
29. “___ _ good example”
31. Vientiane location
32. Weasel’s aquatic cousin
33. _____-gritty
34. *A traditional holiday
main course
36. Sub station
38. *Kitschy prop in “A
Christmas Story”
42. Expressing a desire
45. Madagascar lemurs
49. India’s smallest state

51. “______ Private Ryan”
54. Like a cheddar variety
56. An aromatic wood
57. Welcome ____, pl.
58. Twelfth month of
Jewish civil year
59. Fashion house founder
Ricci
60. One’s final notice
61. The lowest female voice
62. *Elf on the Shelf’s report
63. Ripped
66. “What is it good for?
Absolutely nothin’!”
68. Face cards are counted
as this in Blackjack
answers - on page 13

The Cedar Springs POST’s

sponsored by:

All About

Heating & Cooling
12505 Northland Dr.
Cedar Springs

616.824.6029

Cedar Springs
Rental
Grand Prize Winner
will receive this
EXCLUSIVE
Discontinued!
American Girl®
“Saige” doll!
(valued at OVER $200)

206 N. Main
Cedar Springs

616.696.8575

Little Caesars
4116 17 Mile Rd.
Cedar Springs

616.696.9610

Ray Winnie
Auto Sales
121 W. Washington
Greenville

616.754.7195

Rockford
Ambulance

Tour of lights

There’s nothing like the warm glow of
Christmas lights this time of year to give
you a good dose of Christmas cheer!
Every year The Cedar Springs POST
hosts a Tour of Lights giving area residents the scoop on where the hot spots for
Christmas lights are glowing.
In order for us to make an accurate list-
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ing, one that includes YOUR house as a
“drive-by” we need you to lead the way.
Simply mail your name and address
to Tour of Lights, P.O. Box 370, Cedar
Springs, MI 49319. You can also email
them to news@cedarspringspost.com or
call the office at 616-696-3655 to let us
know.

Tour of lights Entry Form

Name: _______________________________________________________________
Address: _____________________________________________________________
Contact Phone: ________________________________________________________
Directions to your Home: ________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________
Mail all entries to: Tour of Lights, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

8450 Shaner Ave.
Rockford

616.866.0724

Sparta
Chevrolet

This year The POST is
trying something NEW!
Our judges will choose 3 finalists from each age
group. All finalists will be placed in a drawing for this
American Girl® “Saige” doll (valued at over $200.)
Boys are welcome to enter! Keep it, give as a gift, or you
can always resell it on e-bay and buy what you want!

Visit www.cedarspringspost.com for all the
details and to download and print your entry!

8955 Sparta Ave.
Sparta

616-887-1791

Sturgeon
Collision, Inc.
915 S. Clay St.
Greenville

616-754-6957

Hessel-Cheslek
88 E. Division St.
Sparta

616.887.1761
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Celebrate the joy of Christmas at one of Pop Up Wintertime Fun
the churches in our community:

Dec. 14, 21, 24: Solon Center Wesleyan Church invites you
to attend our special Sunday Christmas services beginning with
a Children’s program, called “What’s in the Manger?” on Sunday, December 14. We’ll continue to celebrate the coming King
on Sunday, December 21. Sunday services are at 9:30 & 11:15
am. And finally, a Christmas Eve Candlelight service celebrating
the birth of our Savior will be held on Wednesday, December 24
a 6 p.m. Come enjoy carols and a family atmosphere of worship
and praise! Please join us! The church is located at 15671 Algoma
Avenue. See more about the church online at www.scwchurch.
org.
December 14, 21, 24: Join us at The Springs Church as we
celebrate the birth of Jesus with our Advent message series,
First Christmas: Stories from the Birth of Christ, on December 14 and 21 at 9:45 and 11:15 a.m. Nursery and Kids church
provided for kids up to 6th grade. Then celebrate with us at our
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service, December 24, at 7 p.m. Children are invited to wear their pajamas. Feel free to come as you
are. Don’t forget to invite your family and your friends, too! The
church is located at 135 N. Grant in Cedar Springs. For more
information visit our website www.thespringschurch.info or call
616.696.2970. We hope to see you at The Springs this Christmas!
Dec. 14, 24, 25, Jan. 1, 4: Mary Queen of Apostles Catholic
Church in Sand Lake will have an intergenerational gathering
called “Journey to Bethlehem” on December 14, from 6-7:30
p.m. It is a time filled with Scripture and activity, families are
asked to bring a snack to share. Our Christmas Eve/Christmas
Mass schedule is Christmas Eve 7:30 p.m.; Midnight Mass and 8
a.m. Mass on Christmas; our New Year Day, Solemnity of Mary,
the Mother of God, Mass is at 9:30 a.m. (Thursday Morning). On
Sunday, January 4 at noon, we will have an Epiphany Celebration which includes pageantry, music, potluck and prayer. Please
bring a dish to Pass. Regular Sunday Mass Schedule is Saturdays
4 p.m., Sundays 8 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. May your Advent season be
a time of refreshment and your Christmas time be joy-filled. The
church is located at 1 W Maple Sand Lake.
December 14, 24: Resurrection Lutheran Church welcomes
you on Sunday, December 14, at 9:30 a.m., as the youth of the
church perform in a play entitled Christmas Comes To Lickety

Sand Lake ThrifTy TreaSureS

Thousands of New, used, & refinished items

53 E. Lake Street | Sand Lake | 616.636.5430
Hours: Tue-Sat 10-6, Sun-Mon 12-4

upcoming hoLiday evenTS:

Split, and as we also sing Christmas carols together. On December 24, at 7:00 p.m., join us as we celebrate the birth of Jesus at
a Candlelight Worship Service. We are located at 180 Northland
Dr. Sand Lake, Mi. For any questions please call 616-636-5502.
December 21: Grace Evangelical Free Church invites you
to our Christmas service on Sunday, December 21, from 10:45
a.m.-noon. Our children will be performing during the morning
service. The church is located at 4714 13 Mile Rd, Rockford.
December 21: Hillcrest Community Church of God welcomes
you on Sunday, December 21, at 10:45 a.m., and on December
24, at 6:30 p.m., to enjoy an Unplugged Christmas. The cast is
trying to put on The Biggest, Brightest Christmas Show Ever,
to win a Contest, and the power goes out. Come and see what
happens next! Come and sing Christmas Carols, and have hot
chocolate, coffee and Christmas goodies. Come and join in on
the Celebration of the New Born King! We are located at 5994
18 mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI. For more information please call
616-696-9333.
December 24: Calvary Assembly of God and Pastor Craig Owens invite you to our annual Candlelight Christmas Eve service
at 6 p.m. Hot chocolate, Christmas carols, a special Christmas
story for the kids, and a reminder of why we celebrate the birth of
Jesus Christ. We are located at 810 17 Mile Road (2 miles west of
Algoma Avenue). More details on our Facebook page or on our
website http://cscalvary.org.
December 24: East Nelson United Methodist Church, 9024 18 Mile Rd., Cedar Springs, will be having a Christmas Eve
Candlelight Service at 7 p.m., in celebration of the birth of Jesus.
Please join us!
December 24: Celebrate and contemplate the birthday of
a King on Christmas Eve, December 24, at 7 p.m., at Courtland-Oakfield UMC, 10295 Myers Lake NE. We’ll lift our voices
with the angels and ponder the mystery of God’s grace by candlelight.
December 24: Please join us at 7 p.m. for a traditional Christmas Eve Worship service with music and Holy Eucharist at Holy
Spirit Episcopal Church. We are located at 1200 Post Drive NE,
Belmont, at the intersection of Post & Pine Island drives, 1/4 mile
west of Exit 95 (Belmont) of US Route 131. Visit us online at
www.holyspiritbelmont.org or www.facebook.com/holyspiritbelmont.
December 24: Rockford Springs Community Church invites
you to join us for our Christmas Eve Candlelight Service on
Wednesday, December 24 at 9:00 p.m. Rejoice at the birth of our
Savior with fellow believers! We are located at 5815 -14 Mile
Rd NE, Rockford, (2 1/2 miles East of US 131). For questions,
please call 616.696.3656.

12-14-14: Santa’s workshop Christmas craft/vendor
sale!!! 12-4
12-18-14: Come see SANTA!!! He’ll be at our shop
from 5-7. Photos done by donation
12-19-14: FREE holiday photos! We paid for the
photographer!!! This is our way of giving back to our
community :) tips for the photographer appreciated.

10% off ToTaL purchaSe
Now until the end of the year, with coupon. Expires 12/31/2014

53 E. Lake Street, Sand Lake
616.636.5430

CHRISTMAS
TREES
Christmas
CHRISTMAS trees
TREES

&&

WreathsWreaths
Garland
Wreaths

Great
trees!
GreatPrices!
Prices!
Great
trees!
Great
Great
trees!
Great Prices!

Give the Gift that keeps on
giving All Year Round!

Several Varieties

Several Varieties, Free
Several
Varieties,+and
Free
FREE Shaking
Baling
Bailing,
Shaking,
drilling.
Bailing, Shaking, and drilling.
AAportion
portionofofthe
theproceeds
proceeds
A portion
of the proceeds
Donated
to Alpha
Donated
to
Donated
Alpha
FamilytoCenter.
Alpha
FamilyCenter.
Center
Family
Complimentary
Complimentary
HotComplimentary
Chocolate
and Coffee.
HotHot
Chocolate
and
Coffee.
Chocolate
& Coffee

Landscape Renovations, INC.
Landscape Renovations, INC.
Located at 12734 Northland Dr., Cedar Springs
Located
at12734
12734Northland
Northland
Cedar
Springs
Located
at
Dr.,Dr.,
Cedar
Springs
616.696.4748
or 616.862.0853
616.696.4748
or
616.862.0853
616.696.4748 | www.lrcsmi.com

Landscape renovations, inc.

Easy, Elegant Holiday

Popcorn
Yield: 8 cups
Ingredients:
8
cups popped popcorn
2
ounces white chocolate, melted
2
ounces dark chocolate, melted
		
Red and green holiday sprinkles
Directions:
1. Place popcorn on a large baking sheet. Set aside.
2. Drizzle popcorn with melted white chocolate and
melted dark chocolate.
3. Scatter sprinkles over top. Let stand until chocolate
is set.
4. Break into clusters if needed. Store in an airtight
container for up to 2 weeks.

White Chocolate Peppermint Popcorn Bark

Follow us on facebook to see the rest of our holiday events!
www.facebook.com/sandlakethriftytreasures

Sand Lake ThrifTy TreaSureS

(NAPS)—Often
defined as a time of
quiet hibernation,
winter is, in fact,
one of the busiest
times of the year.
Consider the numerous celebratory
occasions that begin
with the harvest and
continue on through Red and green sprinkles, chocolate and
the holidays and popcorn make a happy winter treat.
beyond, not to mention all the fun and
frosty get-togethers
prompted by skiing,
skating and sledding.
Keep popcorn on
hand and you’re
only minutes away
from a satisfying
and healthful treat.
When friends drop
in or as you make
your way through
neighborhood parties, pop up some White chocolate and peppermint plus
wintertime fun by popcorn can bring warmth to the coldest
making these sim- night.
ple and delicious
popcorn treats.
The following recipes vary a basic method: melt chocolate, drizzle over popcorn and mix in flavorings or sprinkles. You can easily adapt these for any number of occasions—substitute holiday sprinkles with colors of your
favorite Super Bowl team, red for Valentine’s Day, green
for St. Patrick’s Day and so on. You’ll love having this
quick “go-to” in your recipe file.

Yield: 1 pound
Ingredients:
5
cups popped popcorn
12
ounces white chocolate, melted
1
cup crushed hard candy peppermints
Directions:
1. Cover a baking pan with foil or wax paper; set aside.
2. Place popcorn in a large bowl; set aside.
3. Melt chocolate in a double boiler OR according to
package directions.
4. Stir in crushed peppermints after chocolate is melted.
5. Pour chocolate mixture over popcorn mixture and
stir to coat.
6. Spread onto prepared pan; allow to cool completely.
7. When chocolate is set, break into chunks for serving.
8. Store in an airtight container at room temperature.
Variation:

Cranberries & Almond Bark
Subscription to The POST
Only $35 for one full year

P ST

The

Call 616.696.3655
for details

Omit candy peppermints. Mix 1⁄2 cup dried sweetened
cranberries and 1⁄2 cup sliced almonds with the popcorn.
Pour chocolate over the mixture after it is melted.
With these, you can create gourmet gifts for friends and
neighbors, and munchable snacks for the whole family.
You’ll find more creative wintertime recipes at www.popcorn.org.
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Doggie Bowtie

Skill level: Some experience necessary
Crafting time: Less than one hour
SUPPLIES AND TOOLS
8-inch-by-12-inch red fabric
(fabric A)
Basic sewing supplies
Sewing machine
Iron and pressing surface
6-inch-by-10-inch ivory fabric
(fabric B)
Pinking shears
Remnant holiday fabric (fabric C)
Remnant holiday print fabric
(fabric D)
1/4-inch elastic
Fold fabric A in half with right sides
together. Stitch all open sides leaving
2-inch opening at end. (Note: Seam
allowances are 1/4 inch throughout.)
Push fabric through opening, turning
it right side out. Press piece. Repeat
with fabric B.
Run base stitch through center of
both A and B. Pull on thread to cinch
both pieces at center. Place piece B on
top of A and run secure stitch to hold
both pieces together.
Cut remnant holiday fabric C to 2
inches by 5 inches. Fold in half with
right sides together and sew along long
edge. Flip fabric so right side shows.
Wrap around center of bow and stitch
in place.
Cut 1-inch-by-1 1/2-inch piece of
fabric D using pinking shears. Place over
holiday remnant C seam. Stitch down.
Cut 2-inch length of elastic. Loop
and stitch to back of bow. Position loop
so collar will slide through and bow
will lay horizontal on dog.

FAMILY FEATURES

H

andcrafted decor sets a
festive tone throughout

the house for all your
holiday celebrations this season.
Deck the halls with these spirited
craft ideas from Jo-Ann Fabric
and Craft Stores that transform your home into a holiday haven with cheerful color across the
mantel, personalized gift tags, a whimsical use for ornaments and even a way to include your
four-legged friends in the fun.
For more seasonal crafting inspiration, project guides and supplies, visit www.joann.com.

Picture Perfect Gift Tags

Skill level: Some experience necessary
Crafting time: 1–2 hours
SUPPLIES AND TOOLS
Circle templates
Scissors
Red, green and white cardstock
Photographs of gift recipients
Pinking shears
Scallop-edge shears
Glue stick
Cricut machine with circle and tag
options (optional)
Hole punch
Ribbon
Various self-adhesive gems
Use circle template to cut 3-inch red and
green cardstock circles.
Cut photos into 2 1/2-inch circles. Attach
photos slightly off-center to red or green
circles.
Cut 3 1/2-inch white cardstock circles,
and use shears to pink or scallop edges.
Adhere photos and colored circles onto
white cardstock circles, centered.
Cut 4 1/2-inch tag shapes and punch hole
freehand or using Cricut machine. Attach
layered photo off-center on tag. Attach
ribbon through hole.
Use glue stick to attach three selfadhesive gems to red or green circles.

Deck the Candles

Skill level: Some experience
necessary
Crafting time: 1–2 hours
SUPPLIES AND TOOLS
Flameless wax candles
Ruler
White tissue paper
Scissors
Markers, paint or colored
pencils
Paintbrushes
Heat gun
Measure candle height and cut tissue
paper slightly shorter than candle.
Wrap tissue paper around candle.
Cut off excess so ends just meet.
Place cut tissue paper on work
surface.
With glossy side down, create
design on tissue paper using
markers, paint or colored pencils.
Allow to dry.
Wrap tissue paper around candle
securely; hold in place. Use heat gun
to adhere tissue paper to candle. The
tissue paper will start to look wet as
it adheres. Keep gun moving so it
does not melt candle. Take caution
when using heat gun; wax will be hot.
Allow candle to cool.

Hung with Care
Christmas Tree

Skill level: Some experience necessary
Crafting time: Weekend project
SUPPLIES AND TOOLS
5 embroidery hoops: 6-inch, 9-inch,
14-inch, 18-inch and 23-inch
Yardstick
White acrylic paint
Ruler
Clear beading thread/cording
Scissors
5–10 clear plastic ornaments (the
kind that open in half)
Translucent paint: red, green, white
Paintbrushes
Plastic LED lights
Scrapbook paper
Marker
150 green shatterproof ornaments in
various finishes
1 gold shatterproof ornament
Craft glue or duct tape (optional)
Separate and paint embroidery hoops and
yardstick white. Allow to dry.
Determine desired height of finished
tree to plan where ornaments will hang.
The shortest lengths of thread and ornaments are hung from smallest embroidery
hoop, longest hung from largest hoop.

Stackable Crate Stockings

(Tree shown is hung at 13 inches,
18 inches, 23 inches, 28 inches and
33 inches.)
Cut clear thread, using lengths determined in step above, plus 2 inches extra
for tying and knotting.
Construct clear ornaments. Paint confetti
dot design on outside of ornament using
translucent paint, allow to dry. Use clear
thread to hang an LED light inside ornament or create paper tag noting a gift wish
and place inside ornament.
Starting with smallest embroidery
hoop, use shortest lengths of thread to
tie green and clear ornaments all the way
around hoop. Trim excess thread. Repeat
for remaining hoops.
Starting with smallest hoop, secure
hoop to yardstick with clear thread.
Secure next larger hoop to yardstick
below smaller hoop. Repeat with
remaining hoops so each surrounds the
previous to construct tree with layers of
ornaments. Gently shift each hoop as
needed to create a uniform shape. Fill
empty spots with additional ornaments.
Hang gold ornament from middle of
yardstick at top of tree.
For a more permanent hold, secure
hoops to yardstick with craft glue or
duct tape.

Skill level: Some experience necessary
Crafting time: 3–5 hours
SUPPLIES AND TOOLS
Small ready-to-finish wood crate
(CD size)
6-inch-by-12-inch plywood board
Craft knife and mat
Pencil
Metal straight-edge ruler
Acrylic paint of colors of choice
Paintbrushes: medium, small
round/detail
Scissors
2 sheets 12-inch-by-12-inch
glitter paper
Glue
Transfer paper
Stocking pattern templates
Wood knob
2 small hinges
Screwdriver
Hot glue gun and glue sticks
24-inch ribbon
Place crate on top of plywood and trace
all the way around crate with pencil.
Using metal straight-edge ruler and
craft knife, cut traced outline on plywood. This will create lid for crate.
Lid size should match top of crate.
Paint wood crate and lid desired color.
Allow to dry.
Cut 2-inch strips of glitter paper.
Glue glitter paper to inside of crate
with glitter facing out, covering open
spaces between slats.
Line inside of box with more
glitter paper. Cut paper to size, adhere
with glue.
Using transfer paper, draw stocking
pattern template design onto lid.
Paint design using acrylic paint
and small round/detail brush. Apply
several coats if necessary. Allow to
dry between coats.
Paint wood knob and allow to dry.
Glue knob onto lid at loop of stocking.
Screw hinges onto crate. Glue hinges
onto lid. Allow to dry.
Hot glue center of a 24-inch length
of ribbon to inside of box. Tie ribbon
around knob on lid to keep box closed.

The Cedar Springs Post
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Outdoors

Watching like a hawk

Mike DeGroot, of Solon Township, sent us this photo of
a bird he saw in his backyard recently. “I spotted this bird
closely watching over my squirrel feeder in my backyard
on White Creek Avenue,” he wrote.
Mike thought it might be an American Kestrel Falcon.
We thought it looked similar to a sharp-shinned hawk. We
passed the photo on to our resident expert, Ranger Steve
Mueller, and he identified it.
“It looks like an immature Cooper’s Hawk,” said Steve.
“Adults have bands across the breast and immature’s have
vertical tear-drop markings on the breast. It appears this one
has the vertical markings.”
He added that the Sharp-shinned hawk looks nearly identical and can be difficult to separate from the Cooper’s
Hawk. “The Sharp-shinned is not as common and is smaller than Cooper’s Hawk,” he explained. “The Cooper’s also
has a rounded tail caused by the outer tail feathers being
shorter. The tail feathers are equal in length on the Sharpshinned,” he said.
Thanks, Mike, for sending us your photo, and to Steve for
identifying it!
Please send us your wildlife photos. Send them to us at
news@cedarspringspost.com, and we will run them as
space allows.

1565 Dagget Road
Pierson

616-636-5565
887-2060

Robinson

Septic cleaning, llc

w w w.robinsonseptic.net

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals
Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City
and surrounding areas since 1979

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche

Wolves in Ecosystems Part 3
In wilderness ecological
functions can maintain natural processes with limited
human influence. Human
activity in non-wilderness
areas results in significant
disruptions. Society does
not maintain many large
intact wilderness areas but
those that do exist allow
species to go about their
business. Such areas allow
scientists to study ecological nature niches to learn
how ecosystems function.
George Monbiot wrote
about the role of wolves
driving trophic cascades
that cause changes from
top carnivores down. I outlined in part 2 of my series
how hares caused plants to
die to the ground causing
hares to starve and that in
turn caused top predators to
starve.
No one species drives all
major events in ecosystems
but individual species do
drive major changes. Over-

riding physical influences such as global climatic
change and pollution have
impacts making it difficult
to determine how even
“pristine”
environments
function unhampered. It is
an over simplification to
attribute credit or blame to
a single species. The hypothesis about how trophic
cascading works in nature
is a self-correcting study in
progress.
After writing parts 1 &
2 about social, political,

The 2014 firearm deer
season wrapped up Nov. 30,
and challenging conditions
and lower deer numbers
in some areas likely have
led to fewer deer being
taken this year. Each year
the Department of Natural
Resources generates preliminary estimates of the
firearm deer harvest shortly after the season closes.
Those estimates are later replaced by a rigorous assessment of harvest and participation over all deer seasons

using an annual hunter mail
survey.
The 2014 firearm deer
season harvest appears to
have decreased in all regions this year, but particularly in the Upper Peninsula. Experiences can differ
widely within regions. DNR
biologists estimate that,
compared to 2013, the
harvest was down approximately 30 to 40 percent
across the Upper Peninsula,
decreased perhaps as much
as 10 percent in the northern

616-754-7195

1-800-557-7171

Car Rentals • Van Rentals • Full Repair Facility

raywinnieautosales.com
2004 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
SPECIAL EDITION

6.0L V-8, AUTO,
4X2, PL’S &
PW’S, CRUISE,
TOW PKG,
LOCAL TRADE

4X4, 4.7L
V-8, AUTO,
CRUISE, PWR
SEATS, PL’S
& PW’S, TOW
PKG

3,995

6,995

$

$

2003 FORD ESCAPE LIMITED

ONLY 57
MILES, V-6,
7-PASSENGER,
REAR AIR,
LOADED,
CLEAN VAN!

8,495

9,995

$

$

2012 FORD FUSION SEL
ALL WHEEL
DRIVE, V-6,
71K MILES,
PWR MOON,
MICROSOFT
SYNC

14,995

$

2003 GMC YUKON SLT
4X4, 5.3L V-8,
3RD ROW SEAT,
HTD LEATHER,
REAR AIR, TOW
PKG

17,995

$

Lower Peninsula, and was
down about 5 percent in the
southern Lower Peninsula.
Deer populations in the
Upper Peninsula are down
after two severe past winters. The DNR significantly
reduced antlerless quotas
prior to this season and has
invested in habitat improvement and research assessing the role of predators,
habitat and weather conditions in driving U.P. deer
abundance. The 2014 deer
season forecast indicated
hunters should expect to see
fewer deer in the region,
and some locations also
saw more than 40 inches of
snow accumulation before
the firearm season opened,
making hunting access
challenging and driving
deer to migrate out of such
areas earlier than normal.
“The number of deer
brought to our check stations declined as much as 60

2011 CHEVY CRUZE LT
35K MILES,
AUTO, R/S PKG,
ALLOYS,
SPOILER,
1-OWNER,
36 M.P.G.!!

13,995

$

2010 JEEP WRANGLER
UNLIMITED SAHARA

4X4, 3.8L V-6,
61K MILES,
LEATHER,
HARD TOP,
SHARP
1-OWNER!

25,995

$

Hours: Mon & Wed 9a.m.-7p.m. • Tues, Thurs, Fri 9a.m.-6p.m. • Saturdays 9a.m.-2p.m.

percent in some locations,
though hunter success was
somewhat better in areas
with higher deer densities,”
noted Upper Peninsula Regional Supervisor Terry
Minzey. “Winter severity
has moderated since then,
but we’ll continue to monitor conditions and regional
deer populations through
the months to come.”
Deer harvest did not decline so dramatically in
the Lower Peninsula. “The
tough winter last year did
not impact deer populations
below the bridge as it did in
the Upper Peninsula,” noted
Ashley Autenrieth, Wildlife
Division deer biologist for
the northern regions. “But
reduced antler size this season indicated deer condition was affected.”
Concentrations of standing corn that provide secure
cover for deer contributFirearm - continues on page 11

Looks Like the Weather
Predictions for the
Winter are SEVERE!
Don’t Wait Get Your
Furnace Checked Now!

7,995

2011 BUICK LACROSSE CXL
ONLY 42K
MILES, V-6,
HTD LEATHER,
PWR SEATS,
NICE
1-OWNER!

and ecological aspects of
wolves in ecosystems, L.
David Mech, a world-renowned wolf researcher
wrote me regarding trophic
cascades and human views
towards wolves. Dave has
conducted wolf research on
Isle Royale and has been
involved in biological and
social aspects of wolf study
across the continent since
1958. My articles were reasonably accurate. There are
aspects that could use clarification. It is an enormous

$

2008 KIA SEDONA

4X4, V-6, PWR
MOON, HTD
LEATHER, DUAL
PWR SEATS,
CD CHANGER

challenge to adequately
discuss a topic in short
space. George Monbiot’s
description has validity
and supportable evidence
but L. David Mech and I
think other variables influence how much wolves
direct trophic cascading.
Evidence-based scientific
studies will help self-correct current knowledge.
Key points from the previous articles were that
some people want wolves
protected, others want them
exterminated, while others want them managed to
protect livestock, pets, and
wildlife populations while
allowing wolves to thrive.
The November ballot options were both defeated.
One ballot proposal would
have allowed a small politically appointed group to
make decisions regarding
hunting. The other would
have created a wolf-huntWolves - continues on page 11

Thursday, December 11, 2014

The Cedar Springs Post

Furnace Service &
Check Up Special

When you
mention
this ad.

Only $69*

Includes a 15 point Safety Check-Up.

Hurry! Limited time offer!

*Good on all furnace brands. Price on oil furnaces may be slightly higher.

CSP
RV

All About

616-824-6029
Fully
Heating & Cooling LLC Licensed
&

12505 Northland Dr.
Insured
Owner: Greg Gillmer
Expert in all makes & models • Gas, Oil & Geothermal
Residential • Commercial • Service • Free Estimates • Plumbing Service • Sewer & Drain Cleaning

24 Hour service on all Makes & Models
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Sports

Middle School cheer
brings home a victory

MYWA wrestlers start season

Competitive Cheer season is here! The Cedar
Springs Middle School
program has two teams
representing them for the
2014-2015 Season. Cassandra Chartier is coaching our White Team and
is bringing with her 13
years of coaching experience. This is her third year
with Cedar Springs and is
an excellent addition to our
coaching staff. Amy Arnold is coaching our Red
Team and has been coaching at Cedar Springs for
nine years, with the past

Pictured is Chayson Eberspeaker from the 4-6 age group.

four coaching a competitive
team.
Our first competition of
the season brought us to
Kenowa Hills, where there
were eight teams competing for first place. After the
completion of Round 2, Cedar Springs White earned a
score of 88.52, taking 5th
Place and Cedar Springs
Red earned a score of 118.24
taking 2nd Place. Round 3 is
where the girls can show off

The first tournament of the 20142015 MYWA Western Region tournament was hosted by Mona Shores last
weekend. West Michigan Pursuit took
21 grapplers to compete, with eight entering Novice and the rest entering the
Open division. Our team battled 70
times with 49 ending in victory. Twenty
of our young competitors placed in the
tournament.
“Looking at the group of kids I have,
I have a feeling this will be one of the
best groups, as a whole, I’ve had to work
with so far. Judging from today’s competition, I am very impressed and excited to see what the season brings,” said
Owner and Head Coach, Dave Andrus.”
This week’s placements are as follows:
5th Place Medalist include Chase Sarniak in the 7/8 Open age group in the 52
lb wt class.
4th Place Medalists include Casey
Eberspeaker in the 7/8 Open age group
in the 64 lb wt class.
3rd Place Medalists include Landon
Foss in the 7/8 Open age group in the
52 lb wt class, Blake Peasley in the 7/8
Open age group in the 64 lb wt class,
Hannah Pienton in the 11/12 Novice age
group in the 90/95 lb wt class, Anthony
Szubinski Jr. in the 9/10 Open age group

Firearm deer harvest down from last year

121 W Washington St. Greenville, MI 48838
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not only their precision skills
but their tumbling and stunting skills as well. The completion of Round 3 earned
Cedar Springs White a score
of 233.2, bringing their total score to 321.72 and ending with a 4th Place overall.
Cedar Springs Red earned a
score of 269.7, bringing their
total score to 387.94. This
high score secured their first
1st place victory of the season
and it certainly won’t be the

Wolves
...continued from page 10

ing season managed by DNR wildlife biologists. The current practice to manage wolves on an individual basis when
and if a problem develops will continue. That is social/political aspect.
The greatest numbers of votes were probably cast on
emotion rather than science supported data. Most people
do not have the time or inclination to read scientific studies
before decision-making.
Scientific research gathers data to draw conclusions. It
is the nature of science to challenge all studies and look
for weakness in study design and conclusions. Through the
process, studies are repeated to verify data accuracy and to
correct errors. Science is self-correcting and is constantly
refined toward making accurate conclusions.
Our instant satisfaction society wants definitive answers
and conclusions immediately. Such conclusions are often
applied to all situations instead of being applied to specific
circumstances. Historically wolves were hated (emotional)
and extirpated from most of the United States. The Endangered Species Act allowed recovery in some regions
including Michigan’s Upper Peninsula where biological
recovery has been achieved. The species was delisted in recovery areas but most of the continent’s historic wolf range
remains without wolves. That is the scientific aspect.

last. Congratulations to both
teams and their coaches for a
job well done! Fantastic way
to represent our school and
start out our season!
Our next competition will
be held at Sparta Middle
School next Thursday, December 11 at 6 p.m. Come
support a great group of girls
doing what they love. These
girls work extremely hard
to represent their coaches,
school and community.

Studies regarding wolves as the driving force behind trophic cascades in ecosystems continues. Wolves do cause
elk and deer to move and evidence indicates vegetative
communities recovered where once stationary elk moved
from degraded overbrowsed habitat. Other natural factors
have influence. No one species is responsible for ecosystem
changes.
In national forests, where human alterations are used
for watershed management, timber harvest, cattle grazing,
hunting, hiking, other recreation, and mining, there is greater impact on plant growth and associated animal species
than is caused by wolves. Human activities dramatically
alter non-wilderness areas. Though Yellowstone National
Park is massive in size it is not adequately large to meet
wolf needs. Wolf hunting is allowed outside the park in national forest. Management plans are working to largely exterminate wolves rather than manage a healthy population
in the Greater Yellowstone ecosystem. Even a radio collared research pack was killed when it entered the national
forest. You can review part 2 of this series regarding trophic
cascades by Googling Cedar Springs Post, click Outdoors,
and click Nature Niche to read previous articles. You might
want to read George Monbiot’s book, Feral: Rewilding the
Land, Sea, and Human Life and Mech’s book, The Wolf:
The Ecology and Behavior of an Endangered Species.
Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at the odybrook@chartermi.net Ody Brook, 13010 Northland Dr, Cedar Springs, MI
49319-8433. 616-696-1753.

in the 67 lb wt class and Brandson Wood
in the 7/8 Open age group in the 46/49
lb wt class.
2nd Place Medalist include Lee Braun
in the 7/8 Open age group in the 58 lb wt
class, Xavier Contreras in the 9/10 Open
age group in the 71 lb wt class, Bryan
Vandermark in the 7/8 Novice age group
in the 61 lb wt class, Luke Egan in the
7/8 Open age group in the 52 lb wt class
and Caleigh Wood in the 4/5/6 Novice
age group in the 40 lb wt class.
Champions include Gage Bowen in
the 7/8 Open age group in the 82 lb
wt class, Chayson Eberspeaker in the
4/5/6 Novice age group in the 52 lb wt
class, Derek Egan in the 13/14 Novice
age group, Kameron Ogden in the 7/8
Novice age group in the 55 lb wt class,
Kaden Schmid in the 9/10 Novice age
group in the 75 lb wt class, Zak Schmid
in the11/12 Novice age group in the
133/158 lb wt class, Josh Vasquez in the
7/8 Open age group in the 52 lb wt class
and Maston Wood in the 9/10 Open age
group in the 100/130 lb wt class.
Congratulations to all of you grapplers
for stepping out on the mat and working
as hard as you do. You truly are The Pursuit of Champions!

Firearm
...continued from page 10

ed to adverse hunting conditions in some locations. Brent
Rudolph, Wildlife Division research specialist, also shared
that “department research in one southern Michigan study
area indicates deer numbers are still only slowly rebounding following an extensive outbreak of epizootic hemorrhagic disease several summers ago.” The research project
is being conducted in collaboration with Michigan State
University, with assistance from many hunter volunteers,
and also has received financial support from Safari Club
International.
Rudolph also stressed the importance of cooperation with
Michigan’s hunter harvest survey, what he called “a vital
tool for Michigan’s deer program, and another important
way in which data provided by hunters contributes to our
information base.”
Hunters who do not receive a survey in the mail but who
wish to provide their hunting and harvest information may
visit www.michigan.gov/deer and select the “Complete a
Deer Harvest Survey Online” link. Hunters should only
provide this information once they have completed all of
their 2014 deer hunting activities.
For more information about hunting opportunities or deer
management in Michigan, go online to www.michigan.gov/
hunting or www.michigan.gov/deer.
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Voices / views

Paying it forward
By Robert Morrison
Phil and Mary Sue are
generous hosts. Thanksgiving is their special time with
family, but they regularly
invite “orphans”—people
like my wife and me who
have no other place to go.
This year, we looked forward to joining Phil and
Mary Sue’s family and
friends at their home. They
were expecting 17 guests.
No Indians on the guest list
this year, but Phil says he
will let the occasional Australian stand in for them.
On Monday of Thanksgiving week, however, Phil
got word that his 98-year
old mother had had a stroke.
Mary Sue was already in
Florida, helping out with
Phil’s mom, when he was
summoned to her bedside.
It was soon clear they
would not be returning for
the holiday. Bravely, Phil’s
daughter, Katie, husband
Rob, her brother, Ben, and
his girlfriend, Mel, pledged
to carry on in the parents’
absence.
By Wednesday morning, it was clear that our
Thanksgiving feast was in
jeopardy. My wife, Kathie, and another local guest,

Dorothy, stepped in to make
Thanksgiving a moveable
feast. We’ll have Thanksgiving dinner at our house,
Kathie announced, and invite our hosts’ family and
friends to join us. The biggest challenge was to find,
in the little town of Annapolis and on the day before
Thanksgiving, a 25-pound
fresh turkey. No time for
defrosting a frozen one.
We gathered together on
the great day. We included
Phil and Mary Sue by cell
phone in the Grace we said
before our meal. We had
never met several of the
guests before. Ben’s friend,
Mel, is from England. This
was her first American
Thanksgiving.
We toasted Mel and
thanked her. Had it not been
for England’s King James
Version, we wouldn’t have
all those Thees, Thous,
and Thys. And if that King
James had not harried the
Pilgrims out of his land,
they wouldn’t have landed
on Plymouth Rock, and we
Americans wouldn’t have
this celebration!
When Phil’s mother
passed away peacefully, and
he and Mary Sue returned,
they thanked us for taking

in their guests. Kathie then
told them the story of the
time in 1989 when her own
mother passed away. Edith
May had died on December 19th. Resolving to fly
across the country to do a
proper memorial service in
Takoma, Washington, our
family had to fly home on
Christmas Eve.
Our United Airlines pilot
teased our young children,
telling them we were in
a race with a little sleigh
and eight tiny reindeer.
We arrived back at Baltimore-Washington International Airport at 2 a.m. on
Christmas morning.

As we drove home, Kathie said there was no time
to prepare for Christmas
dinner. No stores would be
open on Christmas Day.
We’d have to eat at Bethesda Naval Hospital, where
she was in charge of the
food service. That would
have been fine, since the
Navy goes all out to make
Christmas special for those
confined to the hospital
and those on duty. But it
wouldn’t have been the
same as being at home.
When we arrived at our
house, what to our wondering eyes should appear!
We found our refrigerator

stocked with turkey, stuffing, and all the trimmings
of a prepared Christmas
dinner. The dining room table was set and everything
made ready for the holiday
meal.
When she returned the
next day to the hospital and
thanked her staff—officers,
enlisted, and civilians—
for all that they had done,
Kathie asked them what we
could do to repay their extraordinary kindness. They
had made this Christmas
one we would never forget,
Kathie told them.
“You don’t have to repay us for anything,” said

Elaine, my wife’s deputy.
“Do something like this for
someone else.” Now, we
call it paying it forward.
And so, this Thanksgiving,
we did.
Losing a beloved parent is
always hard, and especially
so during the holidays. But
bearing one another’s burdens is what we do. And
it is at times like this that
we come closest to the true
meaning of Christmas: We
are commanded to love one
another as He has loved us.
Robert Morrison is Senior
Fellow for Policy Studies at
the Family Research Council in Washington, D.C.

Look Up, Americans—it’s
not as bad as you think
By Lee H. Hamilton

We are one glum country.
Trust in the federal government is at historic lows,
according to Gallup. More
than half of the respondents
to an October Rasmussen
poll think our best days are
behind us. And just a few weeks ago, an NBC/Wall St.
Journal poll found that the one thing Americans agree upon,
whatever their race or circumstances, is that the system is
stacked against people like them.
I have just one thing to say to this: could we all take a
deep breath?
We deal with our challenges from a position of strength.
We have friendly neighbors to the north and south, oceans
to the east and west, and a growing, relatively young population. We possess abundant natural resources, the world’s
most capable military force, a nuclear arsenal second to
none, and a deterrent power envied by every other country
on earth.
We’re doing better economically than any other major
industrialized nation, and have put more people back to
work since the recovery began than the rest of the indus-

trialized world combined. Our people possess strengths in
abundance. We have a remarkable reservoir of talent and
a strong entrepreneurial tradition that nurtures inventiveness and draws countless people from abroad eager to make
something of their future. Does that sound like a once-great
nation on its knees?
I’m not blind to our shortcomings or to the severe challenges we confront. If you read this column regularly, you
know that. But in the face of extraordinary difficulties, we
adapt, persevere, and eventually emerge stronger. In the
end, government may act slowly, and it’s often well behind
where you’d wish it to be, but it does act.
All these things give our society a resilience to keep in
mind the next time you see a news story or commentary
hyping a pessimistic view of our future. We have a long
way to go, there’s no doubt about it. But I’m reminded of a
young woman a few years ago who asked me, after a bleak
speech I’d given laying out the problems of the world, “Is
there any hope?” My answer now is the same as it was then:
Yes, of course there is.
Lee Hamilton is Director of the Center on Congress at
Indiana University. He was a member of the U.S. House of
Representatives for 34 years.
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Justified
...continued from front page

Braman woke up the man, John Russell, 27, and told him
several times to get out of his house. Braman also yelled out
his front door for his neighbor Harrington to call the police
and come over to his house. Harrington arrived and entered
Braman’s home. Harrington, along with Braman, told Russell
to get out of the house. Russell made another statement at that
time that “There ain’t three cops out there that can go toe-totoe with me and take me down.”
Russell reportedly stood up and went at Braman and Harrington. Braman raised the shotgun and Russell grabbled the
barrel and started to pull, and Braman fired. He also said that
when Russell stood up he immediately noted that Russell was
bigger than him and felt he would be overpowered. Braman
also feared for his family and did not want to see anything happen to them. (Living in the home with Braman was his wife
and four teens. All were home at the time.) He also stated that
Russell had a look in his eye that put him in fear.
Police learned that Russell had been at the bar the night
before, and had become very intoxicated. He later went to a
friend’s house where he knocked over a TV, punched holes in
the wall, threw tables around and broke a fish tank. He was described as out of control. He later left the home, and was seen
by a homeowner between 3 and 4 a.m. stumbling around. A
couple of friends were trying to talk him into going back with
them. He reportedly fell and hit his head, and stumbled down a
hill, possibly into a swamp. Police later found his clothes there.
The toxicology report showed his ethanol level at .26, and he
tested positive for marijuana.
Krause said that even under the Self-Defense Act, self-defense is not justified simply on a belief that deadly force is
needed to repel an attack. “Rather, the actor’s belief must
be both honest and reasonable. The belief does not, howev-

Crossword Answers

The Cedar Springs Post
er, have to be correct. Self-defense justifies the use of deadly
force in response to an honest and reasonable belief that such
force is required to prevent death or great bodily harm, even if
that belief is in error.”
“The evidence in this matter is overwhelming that John
Russell presented an immediate danger of death or great bodily harm to Jess Braman and Chris Harrington and Braman acted properly in self-defense,” said Krause. “Braman repeatedly
told Russell to leave his home. Instead of leaving peacefully,
Russell attempted to grab and/or push or pull the gun. Braman,
fearing for his own life and that of his family and Harrington,
especially in light of the perceived size difference between the
men, fired one round into the chest of Russell killing him. Under these circumstances, Braman was justified in using deadly force against what would be perceived by any reasonable
person as an imminent danger of death or great bodily harm.”

Legal
NOTICE

Public Notice
towNshiP of sPeNcer

couNty of KeNt, MichigaN
coMMuNity develoPMeNt
blocK graNt (cdbg)

Public hearing on the cdbg small cities
Programs for Program year 2015
Spencer Township will hold a public hearing to
consider potential projects for which the funding
may be applied under the CDBG Small Cities
Program for Program Year 2015. Suggestions for
potential projects will be solicited, both verbally
and in writing, from all interested parties. The
expected amount of CDBG funds for this program
year will be discussed along with the range of
projects eligible under this program and a review
of previously funded projects. The hearing will
begin at 7:30PM on December 16, 2014 and
will be held at 14960 Meddler Ave, Gowen, MI
49326. Further information can be obtained by
contacting Spencer Township Supervisor Jeff
Knapp at 616-984-0035. In compliance with
the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals
needing special accommodations (including
auxiliary communications aids and services)
during this hearing should notify Township Clerk,
Denise Biegalle, 14960 Meddler Ave., Gowen, MI
49326 at 616-984-0035.
Dated: December 11, 2014

Denise Biegalle
Clerk
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That’s how many “users” we have reading our work every week. That’s over
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Low Cost Rentals Available

Auto Glass Installation

696-1830

13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair
Hours
Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

• Visa
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•American Express
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•Clutches
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•Oil Changes

•Foreign & Domestic
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AUCTION

Notice
State of
Michigan

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

Auction Sale
In accordance with the
provisions of law, there being
due and unpaid charges
for which the undersigned
is entitled to satisfy, an
owner’s lien of the goods
hereinafter described and
stored at CEDARFIELD
SELF STORAGE located
at 3592 – 17 Mile Rd.,
Cedar Springs, MI 49319,
888-865-4800 is hereby
enforced; and, due notice
having been given to the
owners of said property and
all parties known to claim
an interest therein, and the
time specified in such notice
for payment having expired,
the goods will be sold at
public auction to the
highest bidder or otherwise
disposed of on Saturday,
Dec. 20, 2014 at 10 am.
Cash only. We reserve
the right to refuse any or
all bids. Trudy Drent A111
(10’x15’) household goods;
Trudy Drent A121 (5’x10’)
household goods; Patricia
Garlock A129 (10’x25’)
household goods.

Auction SAle
at
Pierson Self
Storage
100 Fourth St.
Pierson, MI 49339

Sat., Dec. 20th
at 10:00 a.m.

For total contents per judicial
lien process under MCL570.521
ET-SHQ, as single units, reserves
the right to refuse any and all
bids. Cash only.

616-318-8568

Household and Misc. items.
Units: 26, 28, 41, and 63

Homes
for Sale
CEDARFIELD
COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

Home of tHe week
13678 Carnation Lane
Beautifully remodeled
with open floor plan
and
all the conveniences

616-696-1100

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

Probate court
county of Kent

notice to creditorS
decedent’s estate

file no. 14-196503-de
estate of
Lois Louise hockeborn
Date of Birth 11/24/1926

notice to creditorS:
The decedent, Lois Louise
Hockeborn, died January
20, 2014. Creditors of
the decedent are notified
that all claims against the
estate will be forever barred
unless presented to Francis
A. Hockeborn, personal
representative, or to both
the probate court at 180
Ottawa Ave. Suite 2500,
Grand Rapids, MI 49503 and
the personal representative
within 4 months after the date
of publication of this notice.

Wanted

Help

Wanted

LOST and
Found

Administrator Needed: Retirement
Living Management is seeking
an experienced, caring, handson Administrator for our beautiful
Muskegon
campus;
offering
both assisted and independent
living for seniors. Candidate must
possess excellent managerial,
organizational, and communication
skills. Responsibilities include:
assessments
of
residents;
leadership,
training,
and
management of staff; support
for resident families, as well as,
maintaining budgets and all day
to day operations of the facility.
The ideal candidate will have prior
medical or geriatric experience
and must love working with the
elderly. We offer an excellent
compensation package. Come
join a company that truly values
their employees. Send resume
to: Retirement Living Mgmt., 1845
Birmingham SE, Lowell, MI 49331.
#50p

The Cedar Springs Public
Library is seeking an outgoing
and energetic person who
would like to take over its
youth and outreach programs.
Deadline for resumes is
December 17th. Call the Library
Director for details – 616-6961910. #50b

Lost: 2 Fishing poles lost
between Meyers Lake and US
131 on Thursday, November
13th in the evening. REWARD.
Call 616-690-1917. #47

Help

Thomas D. Anderson
Bar no. 10187
4645 White Rd.
Pierson, MI 49339
(231) 937-4656

Caldwell’s Music: Buy any string
instrument by December 24th,
2014 and receive 2 free lessons
in January during regular studio
hours. Open by Appointment
Only. 616-696-1246. $49,50p

Hiring for Byrne Electrical in Rockford
for Assemblers and General Laborers.

Great bonuses and benefits package available upon hire-in!
Entrance wage ranges from $8.85-$9.10/hr.

Firewood for Sale: Seasoned
oak hardwood. 5-10 minimum.
4X8x16. 989-285-4572. Now
Hiring. #50-53p

Apply today! Immediate work is available.

ROCKFORD NEWAYGO

4753 14 Mile Rd 8235 Mason Dr
616-326-2550
231-303-9000
www.workboxstaffing.com
Se habla español. Equal Opportunity Employer.

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

Classifieds are online @
www.cedarspringspost.com

Hi, I’m Dolly! I’m an
American Stafford-shire
who needs a family!
At 2.5-years old, I’m
quite the goofball. I’m
extremely friendly and a
very obedient pup, I know
a few commands already!
I love to get active, so
you can take me with you
for long walks or even
runs. Come and meet
me at Humane Society of
West Michigan today!
For more information on the Humane Society of West
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077
Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road
during adoption hours or visit ww.hswestmi.org.
Adoption Hours:
Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm, Saturday: 10am-4pm

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at

www.cedarspringspost.com
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(9)																																																											(10)																																																															(11)																																																																(12)
(13)																																																									(14)																																																															(15)																																																																(16)
(17)																																																									(18)																																																															(19)																																																																(20)
(21)																																																									(22)																																																															(23)																																																																(24)
25 words or less $12.00

Meadowcreek Apartments
1, 2 and 3 bedrooms available, appliances furnished,
cathedral ceilings. 300 Oak
St. Cedar Springs. Call 616249-1682. www.meadowcreekapts.us. #tfnb

Hello, I’m Max! I’m a
10-year-old boy with a
purr that rivals a sports
car. I get along well with
dogs and some cats. I’m
an active feline who loves
to spend time indoors and
outside. It takes me a little
time to warm up to some
people, but when I get to
know you, I’m quite the
friendly cat. Come and
meet me today at Humane
Society of West Michigan!

(1)																																																											(2)																																																																	(3)																																																																		(4)

(25)																																																									 $12.20

for Rent

PETS of the Week

Call 696-3655

Grand Rapids ∙ Press Operators
∙ Fabricators
∙ Welders

For SALE

Apartments

FREE!

Free to good home: Black male
cat, 20 lbs., de-clawed and
neutered. 616-255-2171, Cedar
Springs area. #46

Animal
Ads are

small ads
make ¢ents

Cedar Springs ∙ General Laborers
∙ Sanders
Rockford ∙ Assemblers
∙ General Laborers
∙ Forklift Drivers
Greenville ∙ Assemblers
∙ Warehouse Workers
∙ Sanders
Sparta ∙ General Laborers
∙ Machine Operators
∙ Printing Press/Screen Printers

Classes/
Lessons

Estate/Moving Sale: 6109 –
10 Mile Rd. NE, Rockford.
Thursday,
Dec.
11
thru
Saturday, Dec. 13 from 9 am
to 6 pm. Computer desk &
hutch, entertainment center,
trundle bed, humidifier, c-pap,
household, yard & camping
items. Much more. CASH ONLY.
#49,50p

Lost/found

HIRING

Dated: December 11, 2014

Estate
Sale

A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb

Corner
Free to good home: Cat. 2 year
old female. Cupcake Ninja is
small but fiesty and loveable.
She has semi-long silky hair white and black/gray. Would do
best in home with no other cats.
Call
616-255-7670.
#50

now

Francis A. Hockeborn
3550 E. Beech
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Nativity Blow Molds: Angel,
Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus in
manger, shepherd, sheep laying
down, one wise man. Originally
from Bronners. $50 or best
offer. Call Dan at 616-520-3194.
#50,51f

Services

Critter

$12.40

$12.60

$12.80

$13.00

$13.20

$13.40

$13.60

$13.80

$14.00

$14.20

Cost of Ad
$ ________
25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and
Box
$1.50
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.
Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy. Bold
$1.50
Name ________________________________
Ad Total
$ ________
Times to run
X ________
Address_______________________________
Amount Due
$ ________
Phone ________________________________
Start Date (Thurs.) ____________
Signature ______________________________
Type of Payment
___Cash
Expiration Date ______________
___Check
Credit Card Number ___________________________________ ___Credit Card
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Grieving in the Internet Age

know those memories are treaCharlie Waller loved trick-ortreating, pirates, his kindergarsured by others.
ten class at Marble Elementary,
Task Four: Develop a new
his sister, Esther, and so much
self-identity. This is often one
more during his all-too-brief
of the more challenging tasks of
life.
grief. What role do you play in
He died last December from
life now that your loved one is
an inoperable brain tumor that
gone? Through open discussion
slowly robbed him of his ability
of the deceased life on social
to play, to walk and to see, but
media, the bereaved can develnever his kindness. His parents,
op a better understanding of the
John and Abigail, have turned to
many roles the deceased played
the Internet to help them harness
in the lives of others. The beCharlie’s spirit and his kindness
reaved can use that information
by launching a new social meto determine the new roles they
dia campaign, #Couragetobe- Charlie Waller and his mother Abigail.
will take on in their own life.
Kind, in Charlie’s honor.
Task Five: Searching for meaning in what has happened: When
Charlie, a patient in Hospice of Michigan’s pediatric program, a loved one dies, it may prompt questions regarding the purpose
battled his illness for two-plus years, all with the help of family, of life and how such a tragic event could happen. Social Media alfriends, and a supportive care team. Throughout this experience, lows the bereaved to express their questions, concerns and doubts
John and Abigail relied on social media to keep far-flung family while providing reassurance as one searches for a new sense of
and friends informed of their son’s condition. Abigail launched a purpose or clarity.
blog where she shared imaginary letters to her son, chronicling
Task Six: Experience continued support in future years. Social
their journey with courage, profundity and poignancy.
media provides the perfect medium for the bereaved to share feelWith help of Abigail’s father, they launched the nonprofit Art for ings of grief, regardless of how long it’s been since a loved one
Charlie Foundation to raise both awareness and funds for pediatric died. It might be recognition of a birthday or an anniversary of
hospice. Facebook and Twitter accounts were opened to amplify death, or it could be a simple statement like “Really missing my
the site and promote its annual art show and sale, as well as this mom today. “Not only does expressing these feelings help the
year’s statewide conference on pediatric hospice and bereavement bereaved, but family and friends who see this public expression
support.
often respond with encouraging words.
Monts adds that in addition to helping cope with grief, social
“Social media has become a strong outlet for public mourning,”
said Karen Monts, director of grief support service at Hospice of media can simply provide the bereaved with a needed distraction.
Michigan. “It allows people a medium to express their feelings However, even with all the benefits, she warns that there can be
when experiencing a significant loss, and it also provides an op- negatives to using social media in the grieving process.
portunity to ensure the memory of a lost loved one isn’t forgotWhile publically expressing grief may be helpful to one family
ten.””
member, seeing these reminders on social media may be difficult
When counseling the bereaved, Monts often refers to the Six for a family member who grieves more privately. While Monts
Tasks of Mourning, as defined by Dr. Alan Wolfelt, grief educator advises people to consider others when expressing grief publicly,
and author of Healing the Bereaved Child. Monts explains that she believes the benefits of social media in grieving far outweigh
social media can help in achieving each of Wolfelt’s tasks:
the cons.
Task One: Need to acknowledge the reality of the death. When
For the Waller family, social media continues to be a source
family members hear word of a loved one’s death, many immedi- of solace, education and hope. The launch of their Courage to
ately turn to social media as they process the news. The reality of be Kind social campaign acknowledges Charlie’s gentleness and
someone’s passing becomes clear when seeing the details of the wisdom in advocating kindness to all. Wise beyond his years, he
death, finality of funeral details, and posts of love and support by argued for tolerance for those who were unkind, explaining that
family and friends.
some children (and adults, we would add) have to learn to be kind
Task Two: Need to approach the pain of loss while being sup- just as they have to learn their ABCs.
ported. Social media not only provides a platform for the bereaved
The vision of the campaign is that it will create a system to alto express pain, but it also gives family and friends the opportunity low people to report acts of kindness anonymously on social meto offer words of support, which validates and normalizes the grief dia. To learn more about Charlie’s story and #CouragetobeKind,
they feel.
visit artforcharlie.org.
Task Three: Need to remember the person who died. Through
Hospice of Michigan offers a variety of grief support and edblogs, posts and picture sharing, there are countless ways that the ucational services. These programs are available to all families
bereaved can use social media to share memories of their loved involved with Hospice of Michigan, as well as the community at
ones. Feedback from family and friends also lets the bereaved large. For more information, visit www.hom.org.

ACA open enrollment under way

Mona Shand, Michigan News Connection
When it comes to open enrollment for health-insurance
plans through the Affordable
Care Act, experts say in many
ways, the second time is the
charm.
With the kinks worked out
of the federal HealthCare.
gov website and more options to choose from, the second open-enrollment period
is off to a smooth start, said
Philip Bergquist, director of
health-center operations for
the Michigan Primary Care
Association. This time around,
he said, more Michigan residents are able to use technology to their advantage.
“We’re seeing more mobile
use of HealthCare.gov, folks
with tablets at events, doing it
in local businesses,” he said.
“Really wherever the need is.”
From new enrollees looking
for first-time coverage to those
shopping the new additions
to the marketplace, Bergquist said he sees signs that the
conversation around health

Michiganders newly enrolling or changing their health insurance offered through the Affordable Care Act have more options to choose
from this time around, with an expansion of carriers in the state’s
federally-run marketplace. Image courtesy of www.healthcare.gov.

insurance in Michigan is improving.
“More detailed questions,
more in-depth conversations,”
he said, “and that’s really exciting because it’s showing
that the base of enrollees in the
marketplace is really learning
a lot about the coverage that
they’ve selected and how to
use it.”
However, federal data suggest about a quarter-million
Michigan residents who are
eligible for coverage under

the Affordable Care Act have
yet to get it. Right now, 17
different carriers—four more
than last year and the highest
number of any state with a federally run marketplace—are
offering policies.
The open-enrollment period runs through Feb. 15, but
anyone looking for coverage to begin in January must
purchase a plan by Dec. 15.
Enrollment-assistance information is available online at
EnrollMichigan.com.
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MDCH Reminds
residents to vaccinate
against measles

This is the skin of a patient after 3 days of measles infection.
Treated at a New York hospital. Photo from CDC.gov.

Following the recent confirmation of two measles cases in the Traverse City area, the Michigan Department of
Community Health (MDCH) is reminding all residents to
protect themselves against the disease by making certain
they are up to date on their vaccines.
Michigan is now among 23 states that have reported cases of measles in 2014. The Michigan cases were unvaccinated and were exposed to measles during travel in the
Philippines. Additional cases are under investigation.
“Although the once common disease is now a rarity in the
United States, Measles can spread when it reaches a community where groups of people are unvaccinated,” said Dr.
Matthew Davis, Chief Medical Executive with the MDCH.
“The progress made here in the U.S. may be threatened by
the high incidence of measles elsewhere in the world. To
protect against outbreaks and stop the disease from widely
spreading in the U.S., we need to succeed in our efforts to
keep immunization rates high.”
From 2001-2012, the average number of measles cases
reported nationally per year was 60. According to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), there have
been more than 600 cases reported this year in the U.S., and
the vast majority of cases have been among persons who
had no history of vaccination against measles.
The Philippines is experiencing a very large and ongoing
measles outbreak, with more than 50,000 measles cases and
more than 100 measles-related deaths reported this year.
Many of the cases in the U.S. this year have been traced
to travel in or contact with the Philippines. Measles also
continues to be common in many other parts of the world
including some countries in Europe, Asia, Africa and the
Pacific.
Measles is a vaccine-preventable disease that can result
in hospitalization, pneumonia, encephalitis, and death.
Measles illness involves a high fever, conjunctivitis (red,
inflamed eyelid membranes), cough, runny nose, photophobia, and a generalized red, raised body rash starting on
the head and face and progressing to the rest of the body.
Because measles is highly communicable, successful prevention and control requires high levels of immunity in all
communities.
The measles vaccine is highly effective and very safe.
The first of two routine childhood measles vaccine doses is
given at 12 months of age. For international travel, infants
as young as 6 months should be vaccinated against measles.
The vaccination, or documentation of immunity to measles,
is recommended for all persons travelling internationally.

No Dental Insurance?
CedarRock Dental Care
announces its

Comprehensive Dental Plan
It can save anyone without dental insurance
hundreds, if not thousands, of dollars every year.

For details,
call 866-4461
or 696-2600
For details,
call 863-7049.
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