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Skill Level: No experience necessary
Crafting Time: 1 to 2 hours
It’s an Irish tradition to place lit
candles in windows. Let this quaint
holiday custom add warmth and joy
to your home. Glass containers with
hand-painted designs and flameless
candles look welcoming in windows
or on a table.
Supplies and Tools:
Black marker
White computer paper
Computer and printer
Provided templates
Scissors
Square and rectangular glass
containers
Tape
Enamel paint: red, green and white
Flat brush
Detail brush
Flameless or wax candles
Create templates using a black marker
to draw snowflakes and other decorative
holiday motifs on paper. Visit
www.joann.com/luminarytemplate to
print out additional templates. Cut the
templates to fit inside the desired glass
containers.
Tape templates securely to the inside
of glass container with design facing out.
This will act as a guide when painting.
Using enamel paint colors, paint
over template designs on glass surface.
Create snowflakes, trees, words, deer,
etc. It may take several coats of paint
to attain desired coverage. Let paint dry
between coats.
When finished, let the painted design
dry completely. Remove templates from
the inside of containers. Fill the container with flameless or wax candles to
display. Note: If using wax candles, do
not leave burning candles unattended.

said she heard what she thought
was several gunshots and didn’t
think much of it, but then she
looked out the window and saw

the mobile home in flames.
The Cedar Springs Fire Department supplied their engine and
Fire - continues on page 11

Fire ravages mobile home
B

FAMILY FEATURES

ring the joy and celebration of holiday traditions
from around the world to your home this season.
From the quaint custom of placing hand-painted luminaries
in windows throughout Ireland to the beautiful embroidery
folk art found in Scandinavia, Jo-Ann Fabric and Craft Stores
has created craft projects inspired by traditions from around
the world to share with your loved ones. For more crafting
inspiration, project guides and supplies, visit www.joann.com.

A Solon Township family
is homeless for the holidays
after a fire destroyed their
mobile home Wednesday
morning.
According to Solon Fire
Chief Jeff Drake, he received a call at the fire
station at 9:39 a.m. from a
neighbor reporting the fire
at 2280 18 Mile Rd, which
is west of Algoma. Drake
was on scene within minutes but the mobile home
was already gone.
According to Kent County Sheriff Deputy Ryan
Guernsey, the neighbor

Bavarian
Nutcracker Wreath

Skill Level: Some experience
necessary
Crafting Time: Weekend project
From humble beginnings in
Germany to worldwide fame
today, the nutcracker is a beloved
symbol of the holidays. Handpainted miniature nutcrackers
glisten with glitter on a wreath
that’s completely covered in nuts.
Definitely a tradition with a twist.
Supplies and Tools:
Acrylic paint in various
shades of white
Paintbrushes
2 to 3 pounds walnuts with
shells
Approximately 1 pound
hazelnuts with shells
3 to 5 wood nutcrackers,
various sizes
Mod Podge decoupage glue
White glitter
1/2 yard off-white fabric
Straw wreath form
Glue gun and glue sticks
1 spool 1-inch wide organza
ribbon
Paint all nuts different shades of
white. Let dry. Apply another
coat of paint if necessary.
Paint nutcrackers white. Let
dry. Apply another coat of paint
if necessary.
Apply a coat of Mod Podge to
nutcrackers. Sprinkle with glitter.
Let dry.
Cut white fabric into 2-inch
strips and wrap around wreath
form until completely covered.
Glue in place.
Glue nuts on fabric-covered
wreath, starting with walnuts and
filling in with hazelnuts. Let dry.
Glue nutcrackers on top of nuts.
Refer to photo for placement.
Glue loops of ribbon into the
gaps between nuts along bottom
portion of wreath.

Festive Poinsettia Piñata

Skill Level: No experience necessary
Crafting Time: Weekend project
On Christmas Day in Mexico, children
commonly take turns hitting a star-shaped
piñata to release the avalanche of toys and
treats hidden inside. Your little ones and
maybe even grown-ups will enjoy trying to
break open this poinsettia-covered version.
Supplies and Tools:
Newspaper strips
Water and flour paper mache mix
Mylar balloon
Paintbrush
Mod Podge decoupage glue
Red tissue streamers
Hot glue gun and glue sticks
Variety of floral poinsettias
Scissors
Ribbon
Candy or toys
Dip newspaper strips into paper mache mix.
Remove excess mix to allow for quicker drying. Place strips over inflated Mylar balloon
until surface is completely covered. Let dry.
Repeat process for three layers.
Paint a line of Mod Podge onto piñata
and immediately adhere a strip of red tissue
streamer over glued area. Repeat process until
entire piñata is covered with tissue streamer.
Let dry.
Add a top layer of Mod Podge over tissue
streamer layer. Let dry.
Glue floral poinsettias onto piñata surface.
Tightly overlap flowers for best coverage.
Let dry.
Cut ribbon to desired length for hanging.
Glue end of each strip of ribbon to piñata.
Note: Cut small opening in top of piñata and
fill with candy or toys. Make sure the piñata
opening is at the top so candy or toys don’t
fall out.
Fill piñata with candy or toys.

Scandinavian Tree Skirt

Skill Level: Some experience necessary
Crafting Time: 3 to 5 hours
Artists from Scandinavia are famous for
beautiful embroidery. Simple stitching and folk
art patterns influence their style. A felt tree
skirt showcasing these colorful Nordic designs
offers a fresh look for your tree. It’s simple to
make since it requires minimal sewing.
Supplies and Tools:
1 1/3 yards 72-inch wide cranberry felt
for skirt
Scissors
Glass or mug, 3 inches in diameter
Provided design patterns
1/4 yard each felt for designs: olive green,
green, red, dark maroon, gold, black,
white
Embroidery floss in the same colors as felt
designs
Hand embroidery needles
Tacky glue
Three 1-inch buttons and thread
Fold cranberry felt into quarters and mark for
the center tree circle, 23 inches from corner.
Cut out circle.
Mark and cut 1 1/2 inch from corner for trunk.
Cut through only one fold from center to
edge for opening.
With skirt folded in half, mark scallops 1 inch
from edge using mug or glass as template.
Cut scallops.
Visit www.joann.com/treeskirttemplate to
print pattern pieces. Enlarge pattern pieces
to sizes indicated. Following pattern pieces,
cut each design as pictured. Layer colors. Add
as many design elements as desired around
skirt edge.
Embroider the felt shapes with simple
stitches: running, blanket, French knot, daisy.
Divide skirt into sections and lay out finished
pieces as desired.
Glue in place. Let dry.
Overlap back edge 3 inches. Cut three 1-inch
buttonholes and sew on buttons.

Post photos by J. Reed.

Special meeting hears public
and council complaints

Tour of lights

By Judy Reed

When you are out looking at
Christmas lights this holiday season, be sure to swing through Sand
Lake and see this beautiful display
near the corner of Beech and Maple
Streets. Kids will love it! Bob and
Tracey Fitzgerald love decorating for
Christmas, and their holiday display
brightens up the whole corner!
Have you decorated the outside of
your home for the holidays? Or, do
you know of a home that has a great

display? The annual Post Tour of
Lights map is in production, and
we’d like to add your addresses to
the list! Email us the information
so that we can all have the joy of
driving by and seeing the beautiful
displays. Or, if you drive by someone’s home and would like to add
them, you can do that too! Email
us at news@cedarspringspost.com,
and put “Tour of Lights” in the subject line.

“I was on the
city council for 32
years—19 as mayor
and we never had
such hidden shenanigans of behind
the scenes scheming and plotting as
you have displayed
with the city logo,”
remarked
former
city councilor John
Teusink, as he addressed the
Cedar Springs City Council
Monday. “It smells of immaturity and incompetence. I’m
embarrassed and ashamed by
your actions.”
The remarks set the tone of
an often emotionally charged
Special Meeting of the Cedar
Springs City Council on Monday, December 2, that was
called to discuss two things—
an update on the Community
Building Development Team
Fund, and complaints against

Post photo by L. Allen.

a public officer—namely former
Mayor Bob Truesdale. People were
lined up from the Council Chamber
to the front door. It was standing
room only.
Teusink was one of several residents to address the Council during
the public forum time. Since residents could only talk about things
not on the agenda during the public forum time, several of them told
the Council how upset they were at
the Council’s decision to adopt a
new logo to replace the Red Flannel logo. The Festival will not allow

the city to use the logo without payment, and the city has refused to pay
for a mark they had used since its
inception as the identification of the
city. The Council voted last summer to stop using the Red Flannel
logo and began the quest for a new
one. The new one was introduced
and approved at the November City
Council meeting.
Molly Nixon said she agreed
with Teusink about the city’s “underhanded dealings” and slipping
things in at the last minute. Steve
Meeting - continues on page 11

Red Flannel Town Christmas
this Saturday

Santa parade, sales, tree lighting and more
Are you ready to have
yourself an old-fashioned red flannel town
Christmas? Come on out
and experience a day of
goodwill and cheer on
Saturday, December 7,
when the Cedar Springs

Area Chamber presents “A
Red Flannel Town Christmas, Come Mingle with
Kris Kringle.”
The day will start at 9 a.m.
when Creative Technologies Academy will have an
arts and crafts fair from 9

a.m. to 3 p.m. Businesses
will be open and running
specials beginning at 10
a.m.; and the Cedar Springs
Historical Museum will do
Christmas crafts from noon
to 3 p.m.
New this year is the Red

Flannel Town Christmas
Parade, with registration at
4:30 p.m., and parade at 5
p.m. Following the parade
will be a live nativity scene,
tree lighting, caroling, and
mingling with Kris Kringle at the corner of Main
Street and Ash. Bring the
whole family out for a fun,
old-fashioned, red flannel
town Christmas celebration! See ad on page 10.
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Drop off your
toys at the Post

We’ve been getting some great toys here at the Post for
Toys for Tots—keep them coming! We love partnering with
you to provide toys for kids in our greater community who
might otherwise do without. We will collect them through
the end of next week. So don’t delay!
Toys for Tots is a volunteer organization whose goal is
to collect new, unwrapped toys for kids 0-16, and distribute them to children who would not otherwise receive a
gift during the holiday season. Toys for teens are especially
needed.
Just bring a new, unwrapped toy to our office at 36 E.
Maple Street in Cedar Springs, Monday through Friday, 10
a.m. to 5 p.m. If you can’t make that time, call us to make
other arrangements.
Together we can make this Christmas special for many
children!

Christmas in
Sand Lake
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The Post goes to Boston

Dr. Dustin D. Armstrong and his fiancé,
Vicki Wong.
Don and Ruth Ann Armstrong reading The POST in Boston.

Over 15,000 Friends
That’s how many “users” we have reading our work every week. That’s over
15,000 residents that rely on us to learn of sales and services that are close
to home and local news put together in a community-driven package.

We want to share our friends with you!

Call 616-696-3655 to Advertise
or email sales@cedarspringspost.com

www.cedarspringspost.com

36 E. Maple Street • P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Phone: 616-696-3655
Fax: 616-696-9010
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Hometown Hero competes in
Best Warrior challenge

By Judy Reed

The Sand Lake Chamber of Commerce is pulling out all
the stops this year for Christmas, as they get both families
and businesses involved in the celebration.
They held their annual Christmas tree lighting last weekend, will have a live nativity this weekend, and next weekend kicks off their 12 days of Christmas in Sand Lake. The
live nativity will be held at Sand Lake United Methodist,
on Friday, December 6, from 6 to 8 p.m., and Saturday, December 7, from 1-3 p.m.
The 12 days of Christmas kicks off Friday December 13
with all kinds of business activities and specials, a window
decorating contest, scavenger hunt and more. Santa will be
at the Sand Lake/Nelson Township Library on Saturday,
December 14, from 10 to noon. There will also be many
other family-friendly activities, such as caroling, a model
train display, sled races, and more.
Businesses will be running great specials every day
during the 12 days of Christmas. Take a look at all the specials they are running and all the great activities in their ad
on page 9.

Don and Ruth Ann Armstrong, longtime Tiger fans, visited their son Dr. Dustin D. Armstrong (a 1996 graduate of
Tri County High School) and his fiance’, Vicki Wong, in
Boston. While there, they attended the Red Sox Championship parade, and this is how they watched it—with their
noses buried in
the Cedar Springs
Post!
Thanks
so
much for taking
us with you!
If readers are
going on vacation, take a copy
of the Post with
you, snap a photo, and send it
to us with some
brief information
to news@cedarspringspost.com.
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Suspected Cases of
Norovirus on the
Rise in Michigan

Sgt. Bryan Teneyck, a
2005 Sparta graduate, recently had the honor of
being one of 24 warriors to
compete in the Army’s Best
Warrior competition in Fort
Lee, Virginia. The competition took place November
19-22.
Teneyck, the son of Renee’ Teneyck, of Sparta, and
John and Ginger Teneyck,
of Grand Rapids, competed
against 11 other officers—
corporal through sergeant
first class—for Non-commissioned officer of the
year. The other 12 competitors, with ranks of private
through specialist, competed for Soldier of the Year.
Warriors selected for the
competition had to master a series of benchmarks
to qualify, starting at their
own unit level and working
their way up. Sgt. Teneyck
Warrior - continues on page 11
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Sgt. Bryan Teneyck, a military police officer assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters Company, U.S. Army Garrison Benelux-Brussels, and representing the U.S. Army Installation Management Command, works to remove a spare tire from a Humvee during the Recovery Operations
task of the 2013 edition of Best Warrior Nov. 20. He was one of 23 contestants in competition at
Fort Lee, Va. Photo by Terrance Bell

Semi driver ticketed in accident
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From the Kent County Health Department

Reports of stomach illness to the Michigan Department
of Community Health have increased over the past week
statewide. Some of the cases appear to be norovirus, a
highly contagious illness that causes stomach cramps, nausea, diarrhea, and vomiting. The Kent County Health Department Communicable
Disease staff members are monitoring emergency department visits, and note a slight increase in patients complaining of these symptoms recently.
“If you are suffering from stomach cramping, vomiting
or diarrhea, avoid contact with those who do not have these
symptoms,” said Adam London, Health Officer of the Kent
County Health Department. “We often see food preparation
as a leading indicator of the spread of gastrointestinal illness. Avoid preparing food for others if you are ill.”
If you work in the food service industry, in a cafeteria, or
in a restaurant, and you are ill, stay home until you recover.
The Michigan Food Code requires food employees to be
symptom-free from diarrhea or vomiting for a minimum of
24 hours before returning to work.
Norovirus is contained in the vomit and diarrhea of an
infected individual. Although a surface may not be visibly
soiled, the virus can still be present and can live on this
surface for long periods of time if not properly cleaned.
Because of this, if possible, infected individuals should
use one bathroom while uninfected individuals use another. The infected person should use disposable paper towel
to dry their hands after washing to prevent the virus from
spreading. Be sure to clean that bathroom (and any other potentially contaminated areas) with a chlorine bleach
solution, mixing ¼ cup of bleach with one gallon of water.
Other tips:
1. Wash your hands before eating, after using the bathroom, and before, during and after preparing food.
Rub your hands together to lather the soap, and be sure to
really scrub the backs of your hands, between your fingers,
and under your nails:
· Continue rubbing your hands for at least 20 seconds.
· Rinse your hands well under running water.
· Dry your hands using a paper towel or air dry them.
· After drying, use another clean paper towel to open the
door, and then dispose of it.
2. If you or your child suffer from vomiting or diarrhea,
remain at home until symptoms are gone.
3. Don’t prepare food for anyone else until you haven’t
had symptoms for 24 hours or more.
4. If sharing food, don’t use bare hands when handling
foods, and use utensils to transfer food from container to
plate.
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News, Advertising & Announcement Deadline: Mondays by 5:00p.m.

Howard City Police said that a semi truck driver pulled out in
front of an oncoming car Monday, causing an accident.
According to Howard City Police Chief Steve DeWitt, the accident occurred about 7:30 a.m. Monday, December 2, on M-46
near Edgar Rd., in front of the M-46 Truck Stop. The police
investigation showed that a 2014 Freight liner semi truck and
trailer driven by a 51-year-old Levering, Michigan man pulled
out of the truck stop and was attempting to turn westbound onto
M-46 and turned into the path of an eastbound Buick Regal
driven by a 44-year-old Morley man.
The Buick reportedly struck the rear axle of the semi trailer

causing the dual axles of the trailer to be ripped off and the trailer dropped to the ground. The Buick suffered severe frontend
damage and its driver had to be extricated from the vehicle. He
was transported to the hospital with non-life threatening injuries.
The driver of the semi truck was cited for fail to yield the right
of way.   
M-46 was shut down to traffic for nearly three hours.   
Howard City Police was assisted at the scene by the Montcalm Co. Sheriff Department, the Michigan State Police Commercial Motor Carrier division, Montcalm County EMS, and
the Howard City Fire Department.

Extra enforcement for ticketing
aggressive cars and trucks

December 2-13

Officers from six law enforcement agencies will conduct
Ticketing Aggressive Cars and Trucks (TACT) program enforcement on U.S. 131 and I-196 in Kent and Ottawa counties
December 2-13. They will look for violations by both passenger
vehicle and truck drivers, such as improper lane use, careless
and reckless driving, speeding, following too close and failure
to yield the right of way.
During this time, Michigan Department of Transportation
(MDOT) freeway message boards in West Michigan will feature a reminder to Leave More Space for Trucks.
“Michigan motorists regularly check MDOT freeway message boards for drive times, road closures and traffic updates. For
the next two weeks, West Michigan drivers will also see a truck
safety message,” said Michael L. Prince, director of the Michigan Office of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP). “The public
information and enforcement activities are part of our efforts to
reduce truck-involved crashes and fatalities.”
Passenger vehicle drivers can reduce their risk of being involved in a crash with a large truck by:
•  Allowing one car length for every 10 miles of speed when
changing lanes in front of a truck.

•  Maintaining speed when passing to avoid driving in blind
spots.
•  Avoiding tailgating.
•  Allowing large trucks plenty of room when entering the
highway or merging with traffic.
The TACT program combines outreach, education and evaluation with enforcement efforts to promote safe driving around
trucks and reduce the number of truck-related traffic crashes,
fatalities and serious injuries. OHSP is supporting the TACT
program with funds from the Federal Motor Carrier Safety Administration and the Michigan Truck Safety Commission dedicated for this purpose. This is the first time this type of program
has been conducted in Michigan.
The participating agencies include the Michigan State Police, Kent and Ottawa county sheriff offices and Grand Rapids,
Walker and Wyoming police departments. TACT program patrols are in addition to regularly scheduled shifts.
Notices about traffic updates, road closures and drive times
take precedence on MDOT freeway message boards. Leave
More Space for Trucks will be displayed when there are no other priority messages.
This project is part of Michigan’s Strategic Highway Safety
Plan signed by Gov. Rick Snyder in February.

Office Hours: The POST is open Monday
through Friday from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.

2013 Subscription Rate:

One price for all..................................... $25 per year

(Q.) WHAT ADVERTISING
HELPS BUILD A
COMMUNITY?
(A.)
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Shop LOCAL
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Support Your Community
Run Your Ad Here!

The Cedar Springs Post
Newspaper
Still free but priceless

Covering a community of over 30,000
residents in northern Kent County.

Check us out @
www.cedarspringspost.com

Contact your sales rep today!
PH. 616.696.3655 | Fax 616.696.9010
email: sales@cedarspringspost.com
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Church

Directory

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church
10 am Sunday worship
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont

(616)784-1111

(corner of Pine Island, 1/4 mile west of Exit 95 of US 131)

www.holyspiritbelmont.org
New Ideas, Traditional Worship

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

spiritual notes • announcements • memories

Waiting

Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 PM

I was in the doctor’s office the other day and the appointments were backed
up. The wait was much longer than usual. After perusing the scattered magazines, I made a mental shift. Instead of succumbing to growing irritation, I
Mary Queen of Apostles Church/St. Clara Mission
Roman Catholic Faith Community
decided to make the most of the time of waiting. Mentally, I made a list of
One W. Maple | Sand Lake, MI | 636-5671
the jobs I had to do. Then I checked off the things that needed to be done to
Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am & 12:00 noon
get my house in order. I did some financial accounting and then I checked my
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm
prayer list. I remembered all the friends, family members, social issues, and
Mass at St. Clara (4584 N. Bailey Rd., Coral, MI) Easter-October
Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org
church concerns I had committed to pray for. It seemed as if the time passed
at a rapid pace and then my number was called. The wait was over.
Dear friends, we are now in the first week of Advent—the season of
PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
emergence, of coming forth, of appearing. We have four weeks to wait for
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery
Christmas. In our church, we stubbornly oppose the cultural norm of rushing
Sunday School 9:45
Christmas. The deep blue colors and reflective mood are anticipatory, but
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.
restrained. There will be no decorations until just before the 25th. The words
MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.
of Isaiah, Jesus, and John the Baptist help flesh out the time. They guide us
through the wait.
Pioneer Christian Reformed Church
Time with God can be bent in so many ways. Even as we await the celServicesServices
at Cedarfield
Community
Center Center
at Cedarfield
Community
ebration of the coming of Messiah in the form of a child, we anticipate the
3592 173592
Mile17RD
NE
(Next
to
Meijer)
Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)
Phone: 696-9120
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
coming of Christ in great power and glory. Both happen at the same time.
Phone: 696-9120
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Sunday
Services:
10AM, 10AM,
6PM 6PM
Services:
Both are comprehensive, both are cosmic. The nature of the wait depends on
Pastor:Pastor:
Jim Alblas
Jim Alblas
the understanding of the event.
As people grow older, they begin to understand that the appearing of Christ
Rockford Springs Community Church may be individual instead of a worldwide event. The wait is a useful time
Pastor David Vander Meer
to get the house in order, to make sure that jobs are finished, and accounts
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656
balance. The act of simplifying helps the wait go smoothly.
www.rockfordsprings.org
Of course, as children, we did not understand the deeper meaning of the
Sunday WorShip
season. Waiting was so hard! Little people, literally abuzz with excited ener9:30am • 5:00pm
gy, know that a great celebration is approaching. They can barely eat while
they tick off the days. For them, the wait is torture.
SAND LAKE
For younger adults, the wait is more trying. Demands of time and purse
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
result in the feeling that the wait is actually too short! How can it all be ac65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller
complished? Or rather, why must is all be accomplished? So much is pressing
Worship Service 9:30 am • Children’s Church 9:30 am
that the wait
Worship
11 does
a.m.not lead to peaceful understanding. It is time that demands
Family Night - Thursdays 5:30-7pm
22
Milefilled.
Road
to
be
Worship
11 a.m.
Worship
11 a.m.
Center
Worship 11 a.m. Solon
Solon
Center Wesleyan Church you find yourself, remember that the wait has a purpose. It teachWherever
22 Mile Road
Worship 11 a.m.
19 Mile Road
SolonCenter
Center Wesleyan Church
Springs
Solon Center Solon
are
not in charge of time. The Messiah comes when he chooses.
Worship
11 Church
a.m. org es usM-46that weCedar
Solon Center Wesleyan
Solon Center
19Road
Mile Road
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org
Wesleyan
Church
22
Mile
No
amount
of
stress
can make the days go faster. Preparation, however, can
Wesleyan Church
Algoma
Ave.
US-131
two
Services:
Cedar
Springs
Wesleyan
Church
org
M-46
Wesleyan
Church
orgSolon
Center
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org
org
Solon Center Wesleyan Church
make the days more meaningful. Take some time in these next weeks to be
Pastor soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org
Doug
DiBell9:30AM
&org Algoma
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org
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Summer
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Pioneer Christian Reformed Church
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Solon Center Wesleyan Church
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US-131
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Cedar Springs

S. to G.R.

9:45 AM
& 11:15 AM
w w w. t h e s p r i n g s c h u r c h . i n f o
135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Oak & Grant) | 616.696.2970

Blessed John Paul II Parish
Roman Catholic Faith Community
3110 17 Mile Road | Cedar Springs, MI | 696-3904

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30pm • Sundays at 10:00 am & 5:00 pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL

(Since 1946) Non-Denominational
pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm
Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd.


S. to G.R.

RAYMOND WHITCOMB

Raymond B. Whitcomb, 58 of Cedar Springs, passed away suddenly,
Thursday, November 28, 2013 at Spectrum Health – Butterworth Campus.
Ray was born October 3, 1955 in Grand Rapids, Michigan the son of
Robert and Pearl (Sturgeon) Whitcomb. He retired from Herman Miller
in Zeeland. He was a wonderful husband and father and will be greatly
missed. Surviving are his wife, Patricia; children, Ryan Whitcomb, Sara
(Matt) Misiak, Ian Carlson, Brandi (Bradley) Blanksma; grandchildren,
Kerrin, Bradon, Joey, Abby, and Sam; seven brothers and sisters, many
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his parents, one brother
and one sister. Private family services will be held at the Bliss-Witters &
Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. Memorial contributions may be made to
Fallen Not Forgotten, c/o Jaisun Hanson, 118 Creek End Court, Swansboro,
NC 28584.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs













sunday Worship: 10 aM

Bible study: 11:15 aM Monday
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Pastor: Robert Eckert
866-4298
www.coumc.com
















sunday schedule:
TWO WOrshIP serVIces at 9:00 a.m.

and 11:30 a.m.






Bliss-Witters & Pike

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.



suPerVIsed nursery care PrOVIded



10:00 a.m. coffee Fellowship downstairs
10:15
a.m. christian education FOr all aGes



Pastor Mary Ivanov



Firs

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am
Sunday Evening Worship 5pm
Sunday Youth Group 6:30pm

233 S. Main Street
696-1630

Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

rch
b a p t i s t c hu
spr ing s
of ced ar

Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)

In Memory of
DAWN R. KELLY

The Rev. David Meyers
Holy Spirit Episcopal Church

January 30, 1965 – December 4, 2012

1200 Post Dr., Belmont, MI 49306

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM
12786 Algoma Ave • Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com
696-3560
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The tears in our eyes we can wipe away.
The ache in our heart will always stay.
Your presence we miss,
Your memory we treasure.
Loving you always,
Forgetting you never.

Loving you and missing you everyday.
Parents, Brothers, and Sisters, Nieces and
Nephews

In Memory of
DAWN R. KELLY

January 30, 1965 – December 4, 2012

Sad are the hearts that loved you,
Silent are the tears that fall.
Living our lives without you,
Is the hardest part of all.
You did so many things for us,
Your heart was kind and true.
And when we needed someone
We could always count on you.
The happy years will not return
When we were all together, but
With the love within our hearts
You’ll walk with us forever.
So, if we could have a lifetime wish
A dream that would come true,
We’d pray to God with all our hearts
For yesterday with you.
A thousand words can’t bring you back,
We know because we’ve tried,
And neither will a million tears,
We know because we’ve cried.
You left behind our broken hearts
And happy memories too,
We treasure all these memories,
But wish we still had you.

Loving you and missing you everyday,
Husband, Randy
Kids; Ryan and Nickie, Brandon and
Venessa, Aaron and Blair, Adam and Chelsey
Grandkids; Chase, Kyler, Caden,
Brinleigh, Cameron, and baby Kenzie Mae
(coming spring 2014)

Publish Your
• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement
• Anniversary *• In Memory * • Thank you
• Congratulations
in

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410
Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)
50 word limit
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.
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Keeping the Faith
All means All
“We three kings of Orient are.” So
begins a favorite carol of the Advent
season about the “Wise Men” who
visit the newborn Jesus. And so begins a tale that takes inaccuracy and
historical revisionism to a whole new
By Ronnie McBrayer level.
First, we don’t know how many
kings there were. There could have been as few as two and
up to almost any number. Second, they were not “kings”
from the Orient. They were, put more accurately, Magi.
The Magi were astronomers – primitive by today’s standards – who were on the cutting edge of scientific and philosophical knowledge in their day. Such men called Persia
home (modern day Iran), not the Far East.
Third, these men did not find the Christ child while “following yonder star.” They saw the star “in the East” or “at
the rising of the sun,” but then proceeded west to Palestine.
The star did not reappear until they were already in Bethlehem. And finally, the Magi, technically, do not belong
in the Nativity scene at all. They were latecomers to the
Christmas party, maybe as late as Jesus’ second birthday.
Still, “We Three Kings” remains one of my favorite Holiday hymns to bellow out this time of year, for the journey
of the Magi is a fascinating exercise in unexpected faith.
They came seeking the child who had been born king of
the Jews, based almost entirely on the appearance of an
enigmatic star.
While history is rampant with explanations for this phenomena, one conclusion is certain: The Magi interpreted
this unusual sign in the heavens as a clear communication
that something extraordinary had taken place in the world.
And even more extraordinary, these Persian sages applied
their interpretation to the emergence of Jesus, the Jewish
Messiah.
Why so astonishing? Not many people would launch out
on a dangerous journey based solely on a spiritual hunch.
Not many people would put their life on hold to prove their
mystical intuitions true. And not many Persians (today’s
Iranians) would worship at the feet (or manger) of a Jew.
Yet, in God’s way, these all belonged together. Divisions
of race, religion, nationality or ethnicity did not factor into
the equation. This is a foreshadowing of the Apostle Paul’s
words: “You are all the same in Christ Jesus.” All are welcome into the presence of the One who will “reconcile everything – all things in heaven and on earth to himself.”
Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, pastor, and
author. His newest book is “The Gospel According to Waffle House.” You can read more at www.ronniemcbrayer.me.
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A great big thank you to everyone that came to the special City Council meeting last Monday night. I was overwhelmed by your support. And now, as we move forward,
only time will tell how transparently my fellow council
members, including myself, will be in taking our city to a
whole new level.
Councilman Bob Truesdale

JAMES TATE

James H. Tate, 79 of Grand Rapids, died Monday,
December 2, 2013 at Spectrum Health – Blodgett Campus.
Jim was born December 5, 1933 in Cedar Springs,
Michigan the son of Howard and Jennie (VanMale) Tate.
Surviving are his sister, Pat (Floyd) Guiles of Grand
Rapids; brother, Raymond (Bonnie) Tate of Beulah;
several nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by
his parents, brothers, Richard, Marlyn and Jeffrey; sister,
Frances. There will be no services, private burial will take
place at Elmwood Cemetery, Cedar Springs.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home,
Cedar Springs.

Church
Connection

is online
@ www.cedarspringspost.com

The Cedar Springs Post

Page 5

Voices/views

Medicare is the best care if you are age
65 or older
By: Vonda VanTil, Social Security Public Affairs Specialist

If you are age 65 or older and haven’t signed up for Medicare Part
B (Medical Insurance), now is the
time to consider doing so. The general enrollment period for Medicare Part B runs from January 1 through March 31 each year. Before you make a
decision about general enrollment, we want to share some
important information.
Remember: Most people are automatically enrolled in
Medicare Part B when they become eligible. If you don’t
enroll in Medicare Part B when you first become eligible,
you may have to wait until the general enrollment period,
which is January 1 through March 31 of each year. At that
time, you may have to pay a higher Medicare Part B premium.
Most people first become eligible at age 65, and there is a
monthly premium for Medicare Part B. In 2014, the premium for most people is $104.90, the same as it was in 2013.
Some high-income individuals pay more than the standard

premium. Your Medicare Part B premium can be higher if
you do not enroll when you are first eligible, also known as
your initial enrollment period. There is a Medicare Part B
deductible of $147 in 2014.
You can delay your Medicare Part B enrollment without
having to pay higher premiums if you are covered under a
group health plan based on your own current employment
or the current employment of any family member. You can
sign up for Medicare Part B without paying higher premiums.
For more information about Medicare Parts A, B, C,
and D, visit www.medicare.gov or read our publication on
Medicare at www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs.
Information about Medicare changes for 2014 is available at www.medicare.gov.
Vonda VanTil is the public affairs specialist for West
Michigan. You can write her c/o Social Security Administration, 3045 Knapp St NE, Grand Rapids MI 49525 or via
email at vonda.vantil@ssa.gov

Over 15,000 Friends
That’s how many “users” we have reading our work every week. That’s over
15,000 residents that rely on us to learn of sales and services that are close
to home and local news put together in a community-driven package.

We want to share our friends with you!

Call 616-696-3655 to Advertise
or email sales@cedarspringspost.com

www.cedarspringspost.com

36 E. Maple Street • P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Phone: 616-696-3655
Fax: 616-696-9010

The Cedar Springs Post
Page 6 		

Thursday, December 5, 2013

Arts/entertainment

H

ometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service for nonprofit agencies only. Due to popular demand for placement in this
section, we can no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is
Monday at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles will run as
space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions
may apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name and
phone number for any questions we may have.

AA Meetings at Rebo’s House

Rebo’s House, 10 N. First St., Cedar Springs is open on
Sunday, 9 am, 2 pm and 7 pm. Monday, noon, 7 pm Big
Book, 8:15pm, Tuesday, noon, 5:30 women’s, 7 pm men’s
& women’s. Wednesday, noon, 7 pm 12X12, 8:15 pm.
Thursday, noon, 7 pm, Alanon 7 pm. Friday, noon, 7 pm
and Saturday, 8:30 am, 10 am, 2 pm and 7 pm. #49

Free meal at OLC Family Center

Dec. 5, 19: God’s Kitchen North welcomes Northern Kent
County families to join us for an evening meal on Thursday,
December 5 & December 19. No charge – No registration
required. Served from 6-7 p.m. at Our Lady of Consolation
Family Center, 4865 11 Mile Rd. NE in Rockford. #49

Spencer Township Senior Christmas
Potluck

Dec. 7: There will be a Senior Christmas Potluck Dinner at
Spencer Township, 14960 Meddler, Gowen, on December
7 from 1 to 3 pm. Bring a dish to pass. Meat, potatoes, rolls
and coffee provided. #48,49p

Annual Cookie Walk at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church

Dec. 7: The St. Peter’s Lutheran Ladies Guild is having
their annual cookie walk on Saturday, December 7th from
9 am until all the cookies are gone! 310 E. Division,
Rockford. #49

A Christmas Night of Worship

Dec. 8: Solon Center Wesleyan Church presents: A
Christmas Night of Worship.. coffee, candies, carols,
and praise. The Sunday evening, December 8th at 6 pm.
Delicious desserts and great coffee will be served during
the concert. Come join us for a great night of celebrating
Christmas. The church is located on Algoma Avenue, just
north of 19 Mile Road. All welcome! #49p

Holiday Make & Take at HCNC

Dec. 8: You will not want you kids to miss this one! We
will help your child create a gift from their heart that can be
cherished and passed down to their children for generations.
They will make unique gifts and wrap them up with the
assistance of our volunteer team. Voila! Your children’s
holiday shopping is done. This event is most appropriate
for K-5th graders. A cherished gift from your child’s heart,
what could be better. Sunday December 8 from 9 am to 11
am. Donation of $6 per child. Howard Christensen Nature
Center, 16190 Red Pine Dr., Kent City. 616-675-3158. #49

Lion’s Tigers and Mostly Bears at
HCNC

Dec. 10: Have your child bring their favorite stuffed teddy
bear to this fun day! Where are all the bears? We will

now Showing
DIGITAL Movies at the

Kent theatre
December 6 • 7 • 8
showtimes:

1st
50 tickets
FriDay, Dec. 6:
6:00Pm • 9:00Pm
Free
saturDay, Dec. 7: Fri @ 9Pm &
3:00Pm • 6:00Pm • 9:00Pm sat @ 9Pm
courtesy of
sunDay, Dec. 8:
mcU body shop
3:00Pm • 6:00Pm

DIGITAL Movie Tickets ONLY $3.00
616-696-7469

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com
Ge

N STA

LIve O

coming soon

Christmas Concert
December 14

Christmas Dance
Extravaganza
December 15

Dec. 13-15

special showtimes

Dec. 20-22

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

examine HCNC bears; does he sleep in a bed? Does he
sleep with Mama Bear? Where does he go when it snows?
Ages 3 – 6 years old. Tuesday December 10 from 10:30
to 12 noon. Donation of $4 per child. Howard Christensen
Nature Center, 16190 Red Pine Dr., Kent City. 616-6753158. #49

TOPS weight loss support group

Dec. 10: Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit
weight loss support group for men and women, meets
every Tuesday at the Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sand
Lake. Your first visit is free so come check out what TOPS
can do to help you reach your weigh loss goals! Weigh-ins
8:15-9am, meeting starts at 9:15am. In case of inclement
weather, meetings are cancelled if Tri-County or Cedar
Springs schools are closed. Call Martha at 696-1039 for
more information. #49

Sand Lake Christmas Craft & Variety
Sale

Dec. 14: There will be a Craft and Variety Sale on December
14th from 9 am to 5 pm at Home Town Pizza, 46 W. Lake,
Sand Lake. #48,49p

Make a gingerbread house

Dec. 14: Calling all Kids to decorate a Gingerbread House
at the Cedar Springs Public Library. Sign up for one of three
sessions: 10 a.m., 11 a.m., or 12 p.m. All ages welcome,
preschoolers must have parent present. Stop by the library
to register or call 616-696-1910. #49

JOKE
of theWeek

A college professor had the mysterious habit of walking
into the lecture hall each morning and removing a tennis ball
from his jacket pocket. He would put it on the corner of the
podium. After giving the lecture for the day, he would once
again pick up the tennis ball, place it into his jacket pocket,
and leave the room. No one understood why he did this.
Then one day, a student fell asleep during the lecture. The
professor never missed a word of his lecture while he walked
over to the podium, picked up the tennis ball and threw it,
hitting the sleeping student squarely on the top of the head.
The next day, the professor walked into the room, reached
into his jacket, and removed a baseball. No one ever fell
asleep in his class the rest of the semester!

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

Dear: Santa

Dear Santa Claus,
What do I want for Christmas?
All I want a Large Tye Dye Peace Teddy Bear
20” Plush toy from Beanie Buddies, Balto Jenna Lying
Plush Toy, Winnie the Pooh Figurine Play Set
and some Candy. I’ll see you on
December 24th. P.S. P.ease send me
some money and I believe in You.

All I want
for Christmas
is for my
two Kids
To be good
all year long
in 2014. So
lets see
what you
can do.

Sincerly,
John Hodges

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

On Saturday December 14, Bostwick Lake Congregational Church presents an early evening concert of beautiful Advent and holiday by musician
Joe Cisler. As the lead vocalist for the Band “Broken Sunday,” Cisler began
singing and playing in college and describes himself as “an ordinary guy
who also has a job.”
Bostwick Lake Music Committee Chair, Ann VanDusen describes him as
anything but ordinary. “Joe has performed at our evening concert during the
holidays once before. His touching interpretations of holiday music perfectly embrace the true meaning of the season!” Cisler will be joined by Luke
Galas on guitar, Eric Culver on bass and Roger MacNaughotn on piano.
The community is invited to the concert, which begins at 5:00 p.m. at the
church located at 7979 Belding Road, Rockford. A freewill donation will
be accepted. Light refreshments will be served in Davis Hall immediately
following the concert.

Sue J.
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD THEME:
HOLIDAY MOVIES

72. Old World duck
73.
*Astaire’s
character in “Holiday
Inn”
74.
Clear
the
blackboard
DOWN
1. “Be quiet!”
2. *”Winnie the ____
and Christmas Too”
3. Like a famous
Ranger
4. Tart
5. Immune system
organ
6. Strip the skin off
7. Slippery reef dweller
8.
Model-building
wood
9. Acknowledged or
recognized
10. Tropical tuberous
root
11. Its seed yields gum
used as thickener
12. Email folder
15. Utilitarian
20. Swelling from
accumulation of fluid
22. Clinical twitching
24. “On the _______”
or in a belligerent
mood
25. *He was left home
alone
26. Silly
27. Between shampoo and
repeat
29. ____ tale
31. Pipe problem
32. Yellow rides
33. Speck in the ocean
34. *Famous lampooner on
Christmas vacation
36. Owner’s acquisition

It’s that time of year again, when kids can’t wait to mail their letters to Santa! To help
parents out, the Cedar Springs Post has set up a special North Pole drop box. Every
year dozens of kids use our special box for express delivery to the North Pole, and we
make sure Santa reads each and every one! So, if you’d like to send a letter to Santa,
and maybe get it printed in the newspaper, just drop off your letter in the bright red box
labeled “Santa Mail” outside our office at 36 E. Maple Street, or mail your letter to:
Letters to Santa, c/o the Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

classic kelly’s

Community Invited to Advent Vespers Concert

12-2013

Dear Santa			

I am 2 almost 3 years old
is for
So my mommy is writing th
real
me. I would love to get a
a Skate
bird. And a fur real dog on
alive
board. I would like a baby
rose
e
th
doll. And a ring around
f. And a
doll. And Hello Kitty Stuf
e to
nything else You would lik
bring me.
Love Brooklyn M. Archer
from Cedar Springs MI
P.S. Please
bring my big
brother stuff
to.
to: Santa from: Kenzie
I wot sum Barbie a Barbie car.
a ipod 4.
Sum pilowpals.
the pilows that lit up.
a ipad.
and a drem howse that gos clos
to HaYLees howse.
a cat.
a Dog.
a peanly.
and a poney.
a magic wond.
Sum Bulon.
and a Boy Barbie.
and a WOW cup.

38. Idiot, Yiddish
42. Patriots’ Day month
45. Phone companies
49. Indian dish
51. *Agreement to assume
Santa’s identity
54. Dangle a carrot
56. Relating to the moon
57. Physics calculation

58. Mosque V.I.P.
59. Agitate
60. All over again
61. *Santa’s bitter old brother
62. Columbus’ vessel
63. Makes lace
66. Exist
68. Corn site

Answers - on page 11

Page 7

Letters to Santa

Tennis ball lesson

Joe Cisler and friends in concert

ACROSS
1. Bug hitting windshield, e.g.
6. Presidents’ Day month
9. Party barrels
13. Moonshine
14. Grassland
15. Beyond normal limits
16. _____ Boo Boo
17. Opposite of nothing
18. It has front and rear seats
19. *Misfit elf dentist
21. *”It’s a Wonderful Life”
star
23. Unopened tulip
24. Oliver Twist, e.g.
25. White wine and cassis
28. ___ _ good example
30. Sect follower
35. “National Velvet” author
Bagnold
37. Earth’s neighbor
39. Some are on a shorter one
than others
40. Windmill blade
41. Top dog
43. Attached to a wheel
44. Magazine’s special feature
46. *”A Christmas Story” leg
____
47. Capital on the Dnieper
48. Vital
50. Cleopatra’s necklace
52. Chester White’s home
53. Strip of wood
55. *”__ Be Home For
Christmas”
57. *It happened on 34th Street
61. Show off
64. Acid in proteins
65. Ides month
67. Holy See loyalist practicing
different rites
69. Closely watched on Black
Friday
70. Before prefix
71. ___ Domingo

ometown
H
H olidays
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Dear Santa!
I am giving
AWAy toyS
BeucaSe
I do not Play
with my toyS.

Dear Santa!
What do I want
OH I WAnt a
toys kitchen.
But It Has to
Have food

Dear Santa, I really want a fuuny
foam purse and a Doll that
feelS like Skin and a American
doll and a baby toy dog and a
Stuffers, Big, Meddum and Shmall and
a New DS and a Doll Set with
dolls and a New HeLLo KIITTeY and
a Life for home-lis peple
Love, Ceairah Ann
Worden JR.
P.S. give Brayden toy too.

Hppay XMAS,
Santa!

To: Santa From: Jaxs

en

Gunsmithing, Gun & Arms Sales, Ammo,
Reloading Equipment & Supplies

Big Ben’s Tires & Auto Repair
616-636-8350
M-Th 9-6, F 9-5, Sat 9-1

New & Used Tires Truck & Auto Repairs

Corner Hair Design and Spa
616-636-5350
M,Tu,Th 9-5, W&F 9-8, Sat 9-Noon
Providing our guests with the Ultimate
Services and choosing green to respect our
personal health and the earth.

Dentist Alan L. Rosendall DDS
616-636-8633
M-Th 8-5, F 7-2
Gary & Sue’s TLC
616-636-5450
M-Th 8-7:15, F 8-6:15,
Sat & Sun 8-5:15

Laundromat, Dry-cleaning, Clothing
Store Tanning Salon. Merry Christmas
to all from Gary, Sue, Candy & Peri!

Home Town Pizza
616-636-5228
T-Th 4-10, F & Sat 4-11, Sun 4-10
We’ve delivered you Pizza since 1988

Independent Bank
616-636-4227
M-F 8:30-5, Sat 8:30-Noon
Red White & Blue Holidays

Mr. Pizza
616-636-4000
Tu-Th 3-9, F-Su 3-10
Mystic Emporium
616-745-3841
M-F Noon-7, Sat Noon-5

Dollar Store Supplies and Hardware

Patsy’s Hair Place & BARBER Shop
616-636-4500
M-F 9-5,Sat 9-Noon, Evenings by
appointment

Professional Hair Care and
Affordable Prices for your Entire Family

Peterson Tax & Accounting
616-636-5266
Roemer’s Muffler & Brake
616-636-4240
M-F 9-5

B

FAMILY FEATURES

Low Overhead Good Pricing

Rosie’s Ice Cream & More
616-636-6000

ring the joy and celebration of holiday traditions
from around the world to your home this season.
From the quaint custom of placing hand-painted luminaries
in windows throughout Ireland to the beautiful embroidery
folk art found in Scandinavia, Jo-Ann Fabric and Craft Stores
has created craft projects inspired by traditions from around
the world to share with your loved ones. For more crafting
inspiration, project guides and supplies, visit www.joann.com.

Sand Lake Foods
616-636-5665
Sun - Th 9-9, F & Sat 9 -10
Sand Lake/Nelson Twp Library
616-636-4251
M & W Noon-8, T & Sat 9:30-5,
F Noon-5
Sand Lake Oil-N-Lube
616-636-5250
M-Th 8-5:30, F 8-5, Sat 8-12
Sand Lake Parts Plus
616-636-5985
M-F 8:30-5:30, Sat 9-1
Sand Lake Salon
616-439-0120
7 Days by Chance or Appointment
Artistic, Boutique Salon offering Incredible
Services in a Comfortable Atmosphere.

Bavarian
Nutcracker Wreath

Skill Level: Some experience
necessary
Crafting Time: Weekend project
From humble beginnings in
Germany to worldwide fame
today, the nutcracker is a beloved
symbol of the holidays. Handpainted miniature nutcrackers
glisten with glitter on a wreath
that’s completely covered in nuts.
Definitely a tradition with a twist.
Supplies and Tools:
Acrylic paint in various
shades of white
Paintbrushes
2 to 3 pounds walnuts with
shells
Approximately 1 pound
hazelnuts with shells
3 to 5 wood nutcrackers,
various sizes
Mod Podge decoupage glue
White glitter
1/2 yard off-white fabric
Straw wreath form
Glue gun and glue sticks
1 spool 1-inch wide organza
ribbon
Paint all nuts different shades of
white. Let dry. Apply another
coat of paint if necessary.
Paint nutcrackers white. Let
dry. Apply another coat of paint
if necessary.
Apply a coat of Mod Podge to
nutcrackers. Sprinkle with glitter.
Let dry.
Cut white fabric into 2-inch
strips and wrap around wreath
form until completely covered.
Glue in place.
Glue nuts on fabric-covered
wreath, starting with walnuts and
filling in with hazelnuts. Let dry.
Glue nutcrackers on top of nuts.
Refer to photo for placement.
Glue loops of ribbon into the
gaps between nuts along bottom
portion of wreath.

Sand Lake Thrifty Treasures
616-636-5430
Sun & M Noon-6, Tu-Sat 10-6

Festive Poinsettia Piñata

Skill Level: No experience necessary
Crafting Time: Weekend project
On Christmas Day in Mexico, children
commonly take turns hitting a star-shaped
piñata to release the avalanche of toys and
treats hidden inside. Your little ones and
maybe even grown-ups will enjoy trying to
break open this poinsettia-covered version.
Supplies and Tools:
Newspaper strips
Water and flour paper mache mix
Mylar balloon
Paintbrush
Mod Podge decoupage glue
Red tissue streamers
Hot glue gun and glue sticks
Variety of floral poinsettias
Scissors
Ribbon
Candy or toys
Dip newspaper strips into paper mache mix.
Remove excess mix to allow for quicker drying. Place strips over inflated Mylar balloon
until surface is completely covered. Let dry.
Repeat process for three layers.
Paint a line of Mod Podge onto piñata
and immediately adhere a strip of red tissue
streamer over glued area. Repeat process until
entire piñata is covered with tissue streamer.
Let dry.
Add a top layer of Mod Podge over tissue
streamer layer. Let dry.
Glue floral poinsettias onto piñata surface.
Tightly overlap flowers for best coverage.
Let dry.
Cut ribbon to desired length for hanging.
Glue end of each strip of ribbon to piñata.
Note: Cut small opening in top of piñata and
fill with candy or toys. Make sure the piñata
opening is at the top so candy or toys don’t
fall out.
Fill piñata with candy or toys.

Scandinavian Tree Skirt

Skill Level: Some experience necessary
Crafting Time: 3 to 5 hours
Artists from Scandinavia are famous for
beautiful embroidery. Simple stitching and folk
art patterns influence their style. A felt tree
skirt showcasing these colorful Nordic designs
offers a fresh look for your tree. It’s simple to
make since it requires minimal sewing.
Supplies and Tools:
1 1/3 yards 72-inch wide cranberry felt
for skirt
Scissors
Glass or mug, 3 inches in diameter
Provided design patterns
1/4 yard each felt for designs: olive green,
green, red, dark maroon, gold, black,
white
Embroidery floss in the same colors as felt
designs
Hand embroidery needles
Tacky glue
Three 1-inch buttons and thread
Fold cranberry felt into quarters and mark for
the center tree circle, 23 inches from corner.
Cut out circle.
Mark and cut 1 1/2 inch from corner for trunk.
Cut through only one fold from center to
edge for opening.
With skirt folded in half, mark scallops 1 inch
from edge using mug or glass as template.
Cut scallops.
Visit www.joann.com/treeskirttemplate to
print pattern pieces. Enlarge pattern pieces
to sizes indicated. Following pattern pieces,
cut each design as pictured. Layer colors. Add
as many design elements as desired around
skirt edge.
Embroider the felt shapes with simple
stitches: running, blanket, French knot, daisy.
Divide skirt into sections and lay out finished
pieces as desired.
Glue in place. Let dry.
Overlap back edge 3 inches. Cut three 1-inch
buttonholes and sew on buttons.

Large collection of eclectic treasures
including clothing, tools, and household gifts.
Doors always open at Thrifty Treasures

Sand Lake TV
616-636-4910
W-F 10-6, Sat 10-2
Sand Lake Veterinary Services
616-636-4100
M, Tu, Th, & F 8-6, W 9-8
Stage Stop Restaurant
616-636-8155
M-F 5:30-7, Sat & Sun 7-2

The Homemade Food Specialists!

The Lakeside Inn
616-636-8819
M-Sat 6-8, Sun 7-2

Where Good Friends Meet to Eat!

The Nickel
616-636-5795
7 Day a Week 8:30-6

Merry Christmas from The Nickel
Discount Grocery!

The Sand Bar
616-636-8601
M-Sat 11 am-2 am, Sun Noon-2 am
Damn Good Burgers and More. Cold
Beer, Keno, & Pool

Tri County Body Shop
616-636-5341
M-F 8:30-5
Tri County Eagles
616-636-8787
Celebrating 10 Years

Twines of Time
616-636-5430
Th-Sun 10-6

Furniture and home accessory boutique
featuring new and refurbished Furniture,
Major Appliances, & Home Decor.

WESCO
616-636-8293
Open 24 hrs 7 days a week

Let us Reward you this Holiday Season!

s
y
a
D
2
1

s
a
m
t
s
i
r
of ch
e

Friday, December 13
to Tuesday,
December 24
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Stroll around town to experience our hometown Christmas
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KicK Off Weekend ~ Fri. & Sat., December 13 & 14
Friday, Dec. 13

Iron Rails Model Train Display at VFW 9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Kids Activity at VFW 9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Mail Call at VFW 9:00 am – 6:00 pm
Craft & Variety Sale at Hometown Pizza 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sales of Tree Ornaments with names & wishes at Twines of Time 10:00 am – 6:00 pm
Santa at the Library 10:00 am - Noon
Community Caroling 11:30 am-1:00 pm (meet at VFW)
Ice Cube Construction at The Lakeside Inn courtyard Noon – 4:00 pm
2 person Sled Race by the Christmas Tree in Park beginning at 1:00 pm

Friday December 13 ~ 12 days to christmas
Patsy’s Hair Place & BARBER Shop
Sand Lake Thrifty Treasures
Sand Lake Salon
Independent Bank
Gary & Sue’s TLC
Home Town Pizza
Stage Stop Restaurant
Big Ben’s Tires & Auto Repair
Twines of Time
Mr. Pizza
Corner Hair Design and Spa
WESCO
The Nickel
The Sand Bar

$55 Friday Color, Nail Polish & Paraffin Dip
Bring in a new friend and receive a gift
Bring New Toys for the Giving Tree Receive $10 Gift Certificate
Christmas Bake Sale 9-5, Amazing 2 Day CD
Color Tag Sales 5-25% OFF
Extended Hours 9 am-11 pm Pizza by the Slice
1 item FREE on Any Pizza
Fish All-you-can-eat $7.95 $.50 wings
Free Road Hazard on all Sigma Shadow Tires
FREE XMAS Ornament
Medium Pizza 1 topping $6
Large 2 topping Pizza $10 out-the-door
Open House Sign up for $300 give away; Gift Certificate Specials
Santa Hats $5.99
Swiss Miss Hot Cocoa for $.99
Trivia 7:30-9 & DJ Karaoke 9-?

Saturday December 14 ~ 11 days to christmas
Stage Stop Restaurant
Independent Bank
The Nickel
Sand Lake Library
Gary & Sue’s TLC
Home Town Pizza

Corner Hair Design and Spa
Sand Lake Salon
WESCO
Sand Lake Thrifty Treasures
Patsy’s Hair Place & BARBER Shop

2# Cheeseburger, Wing Dings All-you-can-eat $8.95
Amazing 2 Day CD
Buy 1 Pie Crust get 2nd one FREE
Christmas with SANTA 10-Noon
Color Tag Sales 5-25% OFF
Extended Hours 9 am-11 pm Pizza by the Slice
1 item FREE on Any Pizza
Free Road Hazard on all Sigma Shadow Tires
Hot Cocoa, Coffee, & Cookies
Live Music Gitchell Brothers Bluegrass 5-9pm
Medium Pizza 1 topping $6
Large 2 topping Pizza $10 out-the-door
Open House Sign up for $300 give away; Gift Certificate Specials
Purchase Liter size Shampoo//Condition get Free Minis
R/C Helicopter only $29.99
Spend $20 or more to receive a $5 Gift Certificate
Sunshine Saturday Highlights $35 & up

Gary & Sue’s TLC
Big Ben’s Tires & Auto Repair
Mr. Pizza
Corner Hair Design and Spa
Independent Bank
Tri County Eagles

Color Tag Sales 5-25% OFF
Free Road Hazard on all Sigma Shadow Tires
Large 2 topping Pizza $10 out-the-door
Sign up for $300 give away; Gift Certificate Specials
Red White & Blue Christmas Toy for Tots Collections
Toys for Tots and Make-a-Wish Collections

Stage Stop Restaurant
Home Town Pizza
Twines of Time
The Nickel
WESCO
Sand Lake Salon
The Sand Bar
Sand Lake Thrifty Treasures

½ Stage Stop Breakfast Glob $5.50
1 item FREE on Any Pizza
10% OFF Home Décor
3 packets of Gum for $1
Amp Energy Drinks BIGIF
Christmas Cookies & Coffee
Football
Live Music 3-5 pm

Sand Lake Thrifty Treasures
The Nickel
Sand Lake Library
Sand Lake Salon
The Sand Bar
WESCO
Patsy’s Hair Place & BARBER Shop
Stage Stop Restaurant

All house wares 20% OFF Booth #1
Evaporated Milk 4 for $1
Drop in and play Chess
Free Brow Wax
Free Pool
Gourmet Brownies $1.99 Save $.02 a gallon with WESCO Rewards
Men’s Monday $12 Haircut Retiree $10
Pork Steak Dinner $7.25

Home Town Pizza
Sand Lake Thrifty Treasures
The Nickel
The Sand Bar
Stage Stop Restaurant
Sand Lake Library
Sand Lake Salon
WESCO
Patsy’s Hair Place & BARBER Shop

1 item FREE on Any Pizza
25% OFF all clothing tagged #1
50% Off Christmas Stockings
50-50 on Jukebox
Burrito Day Small $5 Medium $6 Large $7
Family Story Time 10:30 am
Free Makeup Application with Color Service
Reese’s Christmas Tree’s Buy 2 get 1 FREE
Tag em’ Tuesday Men’s Camocolor $20

Big Ben’s Tires & Auto Repair
Twines of Time
The Sand Bar
Mr. Pizza

everyday Specials December 15-24

Sunday December 15 ~ 10 days to christmas

Monday December 16 ~ 9 days to christmas

Tuesday December 17 ~ 8 days to christmas
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Enjoy saving with the Business Specials offered each of the 12 days before Christmas
Find the unique items in plain sight in our businesses to complete the Scavenger Hunt
and enter to win a $50 Gift Certificate from the Chamber for any Sand Lake business.
Buy an Ornament to place on the tree $.50 - $2.00
depending on the size ~ Personalize it with your name and/or wishes
Vote for your favorite Window Decoration

Business Activities & Specials, Window Decorating Contest, Scavenger Hunt begins
Bake Sale at Independent Bank 9:00 am – 5:00 pm
Sales of Tree Ornaments with names & wishes at Twines of Time 10:00 am – 6:00 pm
Iron Rails Model Train Display at VFW 4:00 – 8:00 pm
Kids Activity at VFW 4:00 – 8:00 pm
Military Mail Call at VFW 4:00 – 8:00 pm

E

Lake St.

Avery Custom Arms LLC
616-636-8245
M-F 10-6, Sat 9-4

Lake St.

Skill Level: No experience necessary
Crafting Time: 1 to 2 hours
It’s an Irish tradition to place lit
candles in windows. Let this quaint
holiday custom add warmth and joy
to your home. Glass containers with
hand-painted designs and flameless
candles look welcoming in windows
or on a table.
Supplies and Tools:
Black marker
White computer paper
Computer and printer
Provided templates
Scissors
Square and rectangular glass
containers
Tape
Enamel paint: red, green and white
Flat brush
Detail brush
Flameless or wax candles
Create templates using a black marker
to draw snowflakes and other decorative
holiday motifs on paper. Visit
www.joann.com/luminarytemplate to
print out additional templates. Cut the
templates to fit inside the desired glass
containers.
Tape templates securely to the inside
of glass container with design facing out.
This will act as a guide when painting.
Using enamel paint colors, paint
over template designs on glass surface.
Create snowflakes, trees, words, deer,
etc. It may take several coats of paint
to attain desired coverage. Let paint dry
between coats.
When finished, let the painted design
dry completely. Remove templates from
the inside of containers. Fill the container with flameless or wax candles to
display. Note: If using wax candles, do
not leave burning candles unattended.

Sand Lake Downtown
Businesses

Page 9

Village/Township
Offices

Hand-Painted
Holiday Luminaries

The Cedar Springs Post

Thursday, December 5, 2013

Maple St.

Thursday, December 5, 2013

Big Ben’s

The Cedar Springs Post
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5th St.
Gary & Sue’s

Wednesday December 18 ~ 7 days to christmas
Home Town Pizza
The Nickel
The Sand Bar
Sand Lake Salon
Sand Lake Thrifty Treasures
Stage Stop Restaurant
WESCO
Patsy’s Hair Place & BARBER Shop

1 item FREE on Any Pizza
6 Candy Bars for $1
All Most Free 75 cents Off
Bring in your Box of Wasted Product to enjoy 35% Off Color Proof
Christmas Storytime 4:00 pm
Shrimp or Smelt All-you-can-eat $7.50
WESCO 2014 FREE Fill Popcorn Buckets $9.99
Whitetail Wednesday Bring Buck picture for $10 Haircut & Neck Shave

Home Town Pizza
Sand Lake Thrifty Treasures
WESCO
The Nickel
Sand Lake Salon
Stage Stop Restaurant
Patsy’s Hair Place & BARBER Shop
Twines of Time

$1 Off Lasagna
10% OFF all Christmas Decorations
All King Size Candy Bars 2 for $3 Save $.02 a gallon with Rewards
Buy 1 get 1 FREE - 1lb Dark Brown Sugar
FREE Anti-Frizz Hair Mask with Service
Goulash w/Garlic Toast $5.95
Ladies Day Specials $8 Hair Cut $5 Wax $10 off Chemical Service
Spend $25 get a FREE Kaywos Cloth

Home Town Pizza
Stage Stop Restaurant
Sand Lake Salon
Patsy’s Hair Place & BARBER Shop
Sand Lake Thrifty Treasures
The Nickel
Twines of Time
The Sand Bar
WESCO

$1 Off Rib.
Bowl of Homemade Soup & Sandwich $5.95
Christmas Cookies & Coffee
Fab Friday Color Streak $10
Fill a Paper Bag with Clothing tagged #1 for $3
Jerky 4 for $1
Live Music 4-6 pm
Trivia 7:30-9 & DJ Karaoke 9-?
WESCO .5 Liter 2 for $1.00

Home Town Pizza
Twines of Time
WESCO
Sand Lake Thrifty Treasures
The Sand Bar
Sand Lake Salon
Patsy’s Hair Place & BARBER Shop
Sand Lake Library
The Nickel
Stage Stop Restaurant

$.50 Off any Sub
10% OFF Appliances
All Pepsi 2 Liters 2 for $3.50
All Sewing materials & Crafts 20% OFF
DJ Karaoke 9-?
FREE Deep Quench Moisture Mask with Service
Get your Gift Certificates!
Gingerbread Lane Stories & Crafts 10:30 am
Grands Biscuits 3 for $1
Meat lovers Omelet $6.95

Home Town Pizza
Sand Lake Salon
The Nickel
The Sand Bar
WESCO
Sand Lake Thrifty Treasures
Twines of Time
Stage Stop Restaurant

$.50 Off any Sub
$10 Shampoo/Style
10% OFF Any Baking Goods
Football
Gourmet Brownies $1.99 Save $.02 a gallon with WESCO Rewards
Hot Chocolate & Cookies
Spend $25 get a $5 Gift Certificate
Stage Stop Omelet $6.45

Sand Lake Salon
Stage Stop Restaurant
The Nickel
Twines of Time
The Sand Bar
Sand Lake Thrifty Treasures
Patsy’s Hair Place & BARBER Shop
WESCO

20% Color Proof Product
Chips & Cheese Deluxe $4.95
FREE Christmas Bulb with Purchase
FREE Delivery on Furniture purchased Today
FREE Pool
Open 10-6 today Buy 1 gallon of paint get one FREE
Stop in our Barbershop 30%OFF Men’s Redken
WESCO $.25 Refillable mug only $14.99

Sand Lake Thrifty Treasures OPEN 10-6
Twines of Time
The Nickel
Sand Lake Salon

Bring in this ad for 25% OFF any one item tagged #1
Enter to win $50 Gift Certificate - No Purchase Necessary
FREE Candy Canes with Purchase
Purchase $50 Gift Certificate get FREE Brow Wax and Mini
Shampoo & Conditioner
WESCO 2014 FREE Fill Popcorn Buckets $9.99

Thursday December 19 ~ 6 days to christmas

Friday December 20 ~ 5 days to christmas

Saturday December 21 ~ 4 days to christmas

Sunday December 22 ~ 3 days to christmas

Monday December 23 ~ 2 days to christmas

Tuesday December 24 ~ 1 day to christmas

WESCO

The Cedar Springs Post
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CHRISTMAS TREES

&

Wreaths

Great trees!
trees! Great
Great Prices!
Prices!
Great
Several Varieties,
Varieties, Free
Free
Several
Bailing, Shaking,
Shaking, and
and drilling.
drilling.
Bailing,
A portion
portion of
of the
the proceeds
proceeds
A
Donated to
to Alpha
Alpha
Donated
Family Center.
Center.
Family
Complimentary
Complimentary
Hot
Chocolate and
and Coffee.
Coffee.
Hot Chocolate

Landscape
INC.
LandscapeRenovations,
Renovations, INC.
INC.
Landscape
Renovations,
Located at
at 11 22 734
734 Northland
Northland Dr.,
Dr., Cedar
Cedar Springs
Springs
Located
616.696.4748
or
616.862.0853
616.696.4748 or
or 616.862.0853
616.696.4748
616-862-6698

Thursday, December 5, 2013

Baby’s First Christmas
We want to give you the opportunity to celebrate your baby’s very
first Christmas in a special way.
The Cedar Springs POST will
be featuring area newborns in “Baby’s First
Christmas,” a special
feature for babies
celebrating
their
first Christmas.
Photos will be
run at no cost to
our readers, but
space is limited so
get your photos in early. Deadline is Monday,

December 16 by 5:00 p.m. and pictures with name and date of birth will
appear in the December 19th issue.
We cannot guarantee return of
photos. Show the community your precious gift!
Photos
may
be
dropped off at the
Cedar Springs POST
- 36 E. Maple St., or
mailed to Baby’s First
Christmas, P.O. Box
370, Cedar Springs,
MI 49319, or emailed to
news@cedarspringspost.
com

Thursday, December 5, 2013

Fire

...continued from front page

manpower at the scene to put out the fire.
A couple and two children lived in the home, along with
several pets. Drake said that the family had left at 6:30 a.m.
and so was not at home at the time of the fire. The cats were
believed to be outside, but it is unknown whether the dog
was in the home at the time.
Drake said the cause of the fire could not be determined.
The family, who was renting the home, was uninsured. The
home was a total loss. It is estimated the family lost $5,000
in contents. The assessed value of the home by the Township was $27,000.
Drake said the family is staying with other family members.

Meeting
...continued from front page
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“COME MINGLE WITH KRIS KRINGLE”

Saturday, December 07, 2013
• CTA Creates Arts and Crafts Fair 9am to 3pm
• Local participating businesses open and running specials 10am
• C.S. Historical Museum Christmas Crafts 12pm to 3pm
• A Red Flannel Town Christmas Parade (4:30pm line up) approximately 5pm
If interested in participating in the parade - Call Perry @ 616-439-0890
• Live Nativity Scene after the parade about 5:20
• Tree Lighting, Caroling and Mingling with Kris Kringle 5:30ish
(we will have a photographer on hand for pictures)
ily There will be food, holiday treats, hot chocolate, music
t the fam
u
o
g
and caroling. So bring the family out for a fun,
in
r
B
!
some fun old-fashioned Red Flannel Town Christmas celebration.
e
v
a
h
d
n
a

Second Annual Kent Theatre
Christmas Concert

Hosted by the Cedar Springs Area Chamber of
Commerce

Saturday, December 14, 2013 3pm to 5pm

At the Kent Theatre - $5 tickets and free if under 5
years of age.
Performances by the Cedar View Choir and a couple
of last year’s performers

Page 10

Call 616-696-3655
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The Cedar Springs Area
Chamber of Commerce presents:

Page 7

Christmas Dance Extravaganza
at the Kent Theatre

Hosted by the Cedar Springs Area Chamber of
Commerce

Sunday, December 15, 2013 3pm to 5pm
$10 tickets and free if under 5 years of age!
A variety of dance styles will be performed at this
dance extravaganza

Sponsored by: The Hair Craft Company • Curves of Cedar Springs
Alpha Omega Coffee & Games • Independent Bank • Take Two Game Shop
Dad’s Tent Rentals • Metron of Cedar Springs • Red Flannel Christmas Tree Farm
Live Nativity by: Calvary Assemby of God

Tour of lights
There’s nothing like the warm glow of Christmas lights this time of year to give
you a good dose of Christmas cheer!
Every year The Cedar Springs POST hosts a Tour of Lights giving area residents
the scoop on where the hot spots for Christmas lights are glowing.
In order for us to make an accurate listing, one that includes YOUR house as a
“drive-by” we need you to lead the way.
Simply mail your name and address to Tour of Lights, P.O. Box 370, Cedar
Springs, MI 49319. You can also email them to news@cedarspringspost.com or
call the office at 616-696-3655 to let us know.
We’ll be listing all the addresses we receive so that our readers can enjoy the
Christmas glow without the endless searching in between. Remember, after
Thanksgiving, Christmas comes in a flash - so there’s not time to delay! Send us
your address for Tour of Lights today!

The Cedar Springs POST’s

Tour of lights Entry Form
Name: ______________________________________________________________
Address: ____________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
Contact Phone: _______________________________________________________
Directions to your Home: _______________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________
Mail all entries to:
Tour of Lights, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

McBride, who said he was speaking as a resident and not as
a Red Flannel Board member since he had resigned his seat,
said that Cedar Springs is the laughingstock of Kent County,
and that “we shouldn’t cut off our nose to spite our face.” Mark
Laws said his perception of how the city government is being
run is like the bully grasshoppers in the movie A Bug’s Life.
“It’s despicable. We are little people like the ants. But we all
get one vote.”
Shawn Kiphart, owner of Take Two Game Shop, President
of the Cedar Springs Chamber of Commerce, told the audience that if they wanted the Red Flannel Logo back that they
were at the wrong meeting. “Go to a Red Flannel Board meeting and ask them to give it back,” he said.
After the public forum, the Council heard from the Community Building Development Team that they now had 401C-3
funding status, and could collect their own money toward the
project. The vote last month for the city to open a special account and collect those funds was rescinded.
Many people were there to hear the complaint offered about
Bob Truesdale and his actions in writing a personal note to
Councilmember Patricia Troost to express his disappointment
in some of her recent actions on the Council. He also alluded to council members deciding business outside of council
chambers and noted that was illegal. (He was alluding to last
month’s mayoral nomination and vote on Mark Fankhauser.)
He has also complained about the treatment of some of the
elderly population in town by certain city staff.
Mayor Mark Fankhauser opened comments on the subject
with his disappointment that Truesdale had taken the liberty to
discuss council business outside of the chamber. “If not sounded off fellow councilmenbers it becomes one-sided,” he said.
He also noted that Truesdale did not offer them the opportunity
to address his concerns by bringing them to the Council. “My
concern is that by taking these matters public, you have caused
further damage,” he said. “The city council makes decisions
and we must abide by them. We may dislike them, but to bash
city council members and city employees is wrong.”
Troost talked about how Truesdale’s letter had hurt her and
her family, and said that she had lost respect for him and that
he would have to earn it back. “I shouldn’t have to defend my
vote,” she remarked, referencing her approval to go along with
the new city logo. “No business has to pay for their logo every
year.” She also explained that she decided to back Fankhauser
as Mayor because she had been told by someone that Truesdale didn’t believe women should be on the council.
City Councilor Dan Clark often spoke up for Truesdale, who
was silent during this time. “I feel badly for Patty,” said Clark.
“And I’ve known Bob a long time, and he’s good-hearted and
generous. Back in July, he was chastened for speaking his
mind. (This was done in closed session.) Some reports I’ve
heard said that there was shouting, and we know that because
it came through the walls—and that there were vulgarities.
People heard it. But no one was criticized for that behavior. In
a recent council meeting, a voice was raised to a person (presenting to council). There is a history of passions stepping over
the top. Bob has sent a letter of apology to Patty, and I think
this should be resolved in private.”
Councilor Ken Benham noted that he took offence at accusations of council members meeting out of chambers. “That’s
a serious accusation,” he said. “I know you’re a good man but
I’ve lost a great deal of respect for you.”
Clark said that neither was it acceptable for someone to tell
Bob even before they voted that he would not be Mayor again.
“Either they are a prophet or someone is leaking information,”
he said. Several of Clark’s comments elicited rounds of applause from the audience, which caused Fankhauser to call for
order.
Councilor Ashley Bremmer said she was shocked and appalled at Truesdale’s letter. “You said she should come back to
the right side. That’s telling people how to vote. That was very
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Warrior
...continued from page 3

has been in the Army for five years, and is a military police
officer assigned to Headquarters and Headquarters Company, U.S. Army Garrison Benelux-Brussels. He represented
the U.S. Army Installation Management Command in the
competition.
Teneyck said this competition appealed to him because of the
challenge to be the best. “My motivation for competing is to test
myself against my peers and seniors and to be the best I can be,”
he explained.
Sgt. Bryan Teneyck wipes his eyes and expresses his frustraAccording to ARNEWS, The first day of competition involved tion during the Recovery Operations task Nov. 20, 2013, which
some intense simulated scenarios, including a pre-dawn physical included changing a Humvee tire. He was one of 23 contestants
fitness test; responding to an attack involving chemical, biologi- in the 2013 edition of the Army Best Warrior Competition at Fort
Lee, Va. Photo by Terrance Bell
cal, radiological or nuclear material; moving a soldier who lost a
limb in a warzone bomb attack; responding to an ambush; and
changing a tire on a humvee. The second day tested their leadership and problem-solving skills,
and their expertise in handling weapons. The third day involved oral interviews where competitors
demonstrated their professionalism and Army knowledge before a board of senior sergeant majors.
Winners were announced Friday, November 22. Sgt. 1st class Jason Manella, of Fremont, California, with the Army Reserve Command, won Non-Commissioned Officer of the Year. Spc. Adam
Christensen, of Las Vegas, Nevada, with U.S. Army Pacific Command, was named Soldier of the
Year.
According to Sgt. Maj. Of the Army Raymond F. Chandler, each soldier can be proud of rising
to this level, even though they didn’t win. “Everyone who made it this far is a winner,” he told
ARNEWS. “When you see the caliber of the soldiers and non-commissioned officers that represent
those organizations, I think you really have to take a step back and say ‘wow, we have some great
leaders.’”
Sgt. Teneyck plans to spend some time at home in Sparta before traveling back to Europe, where Sgt. Bryan Teneyck, of Sparta.
he is stationed and lives with his wife, Jennifer.
disheartening, very upsetting.”
Clark agreed they should not tell people how to vote. But
he also related that he had heard a story from a former council
member who said that another member had yelled in her face
and told her how she would vote on a particular issue.
Truesdale finally spoke. “Charlie (Watson) nominated me
last year out of spite because he wanted me to know exactly
how much power a mayor doesn’t have,” he explained. People
have written me because they are not getting answers from

city hall. If I have offended
people, I’m sorry. I realize it
was probably unwise to publish what I did.” He told the
audience that the council will
address their concerns, and
they need to be there (at the
meetings) to see how council
addresses them.
Truesdale also noted that
it was illegal for the council not to explain to him last
year when they took him into
closed session that he could
call it off anytime. “Some of
you really pounded on me,”
he said, “and I said nothing in
my defense.”
He also noted that he has
taken some of the complaints
he’s received from people to
City Manager Thad Taylor,
and that “he has decided not
to act on them.”
Fankhauser told Truesdale
he should then have brought
the complaints to Council so
they could provide corrective measure. “Unless they
are brought, they cannot be
heard.” He added that Truesdale had done things that, in
his opinion, were not above
board, in various forms of
media. And while he wasn’t
totally convinced of Bob’s
apology, the council needed
to move on.
“We need to move forward with integrity, honesty,
and loyalty in this chamber,”
urged Fankhauser. “I’m willing to take the reins to help
all council members move
forward. But for now, we
need to do it here and not out
in public. Here we are one
body.”
Truesdale nodded. “Well
taken,” he said.
Troost said that when she
received Bob’s apology

email, a wave of relief washed over her. As she explained how
she felt about that, she got out of her chair and walked over to
Truesdale, who stood up. “I forgive you,” she told him, and
shook his hand.
The meeting ended on that high note, and people seemed
relieved at the outcome. “At least the council and city hall now
knows the people will be watching what they do next,” said
one city resident.
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Sports

Man and horses win world Youth wrestlers place in
championship titles
championship match
Hundreds
of
youth
wrestlers
from all over the
nation
attended
the Border Wars
Folkstyle National
Championships held
Sunday, November 2,
2013 at the Kellogg
Arena in Battle
Creek, Michigan. In
attendance
were
three
of
Cedar
Springs very own
youth
wrestlers,
Landon Demorest,
Aiden Bouwens and
Gage Gardner, all of
whom placed in their
divisions.
Landon Demorest
and Aiden Bouwens
both wrestled in
the 9/10 year-old
division.
Landon
took an impressive
4th place finish in the
55lbs weight class.
Aiden also took
home an equally
impressive 4th place finish in the 90lbs
weight class. Gage Gardner was crowned
Border Wars National Champion this year.
He pinned all three of his opponents in 26
seconds or less to secure his victory in the
11/12 year-old, 133lb weight class.
If your son our daughter would be
interested in wrestling for a program that
has been proven to produce State and

Frank Berris, of Sparta,
and two of his horses
each
captured
World
Championship titles last
month.
Berris captured the
world championship title in
amateur yearling geldings at
the American Quarter Horse
Association 2013 Bank of
America Amateur World
Championship Show on
Thursday, November 14 in
Oklahoma City. He showed
his American Quarter Horse
Its Gameday. The 2012
bay gelding, sired by Mr
Touchdown Kid and out
of JGM Sierras Sequel,
was bred by John and Gail
Muirhead of Camrose,
Alberta. The AQHA World
Show is the pinnacle event
for American Quarter Horse
owners and exhibitors
around the world, who
must qualify for the event
by earning a predetermined
number of points to compete
in each of the classes
representing halter, English
and western disciplines.
A week later, Its
Gameday captured the
world championship title
in yearling geldings at the
2013 American Quarter
Horse Association Open

Exceptional
Playgirl
is a 2009 black mare.
Exceptional Playgirl, sired
by The Exceptional One and
out of Playgirls Lady, was
bred by Chanci McKinnon
of Rosenberg, Texas.
More than 3,390 entries
from the United States,
Australia, Austria, Belgium,
Brazil, Canada, China,
Germany, Mexico and the
United Kingdom competed
for 98 world championships
at this year’s event, which
took
place
November
8-23 at State Fair Park in
Oklahoma City.

Visit us online at
w w w. c e d a r s p r i n g s p o s t . c o m
At home or away... we’re just a click away

The horse named Born
Hot Feelin Good captured
the first-place Intermediate
title in senior hunter under
saddle at the 2013 American
Quarter Horse Association
Open World Championship
Show on Friday, November
22 in Oklahoma City. The
first-place
Intermediate
horse is owned by Deanna
Bailey of Sand Lake,
Michigan, and was shown
by Amber Hanson of Byron,
Michigan.
Born Hot Feelin Good

2013 OK Bronze Fall All Conference Athletes:
H Productions presents

February 6th, 7th, and 8th

at the Cedar Springs High School Auditorium
Visit www.hprodcshs.com
for more information

Upcoming Events
December 9
Board of Education Meeting
December 13
Student Early Release
December 23 - January 3
Winter Break

National Champions or if they just want
to be conditioned, come join the Cedar
Springs Youth Wrestling Club. Practices are
Tuesdays and Thursdays in the High School
Wrestling Room from 6:00 p.m. To 8:00 p.m.
Registration is going on right now! Check
the website at cedarspringsyouthwrestling.
com.

is a 2006 red roan gelding.
Born Hot Feelin Good,
sired by Born To Be
Blazing and out of Good
Graces, was bred by Kristin
Rinkenberger of Morton,
Illinois.
The Intermediate awards
program is designed to
recognize exhibitors who
have never placed in the
top 10 at an AQHA world
show in the particular
class in which they are
competing.
Intermediate
exhibitor status is based

only on an exhibitor’s
lifetime, combined world
show record, not on the
number of points he/she has
accumulated. Intermediate
accomplishments
will
appear on the official
records of the horse and
exhibitor.
Intermediate
first-place winners in each
class receive an 8-inch clear
globe.
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A Big Cast with A Big Show

Sand Lake woman’s horse
captures title

World Championship Show
on Friday, November 22 in
Oklahoma City. The horse
was shown by Ross Roark
of Monahans, Texas  
Berris
also
had
another horse that won
a
championship
title.
Exceptional
Playgirl
captured
the
world
championship
title
in
aged mares at the 2013
American Quarter Horse
Association Open World
Championship Show on
Thursday, November 21 in
Oklahoma City. She was
shown by Luke Castle of
Wayne, Oklahoma.
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Occasionally, adverse
weather
conditions
or
other
emergency
situations may make
it necessary to cancel
school,
delay
the
start of school, send
students home early
or run buses on main/
paved roads only. When
these
situations
occur, notice will be
communicated to WOOD
TV 8, WXMI TV 17, and
WZZM TV 13 through
the Grand Rapids Area Information Line (GRAIL) to all
subscribing area media. GRAIL stations include:
RADIO - AM: WGVU 1480, WJNZ 1140, WNWZ
1410, WOOD 1300, WTKG 1230
FM: WGRD 97.9, WGVU 88.5, WJQK 99.3, WKLQ
94.5, WLAV 96.9, WLHT 95.7, WODJ 107.3, WOOD
105.7 FM, WSNX 104.5, WTRV 100.5, WVTI 96.1
TELEVISION - WOOD TV 8, WXMI TV 17, WZZM
TV 13
Individuals can also call our automated phone system at
(616) 696-1204, (press option 1) for cancellation and delay
updates.
When school evening activities are canceled, this
cancellation also includes all clubs, organizations and
extra-curricular events held on campus and scheduled for
that evening.
In the event of a 2-hour delay, students will be picked
up by the bus approximately 2 hours later than their routine
pick-up time. Morning Early Childhood Special Education
(ECSE) and morning preschool classes will be cancelled.
Campus Kids will be open on days that school is closed
and / or delayed unless otherwise noted in school closing
announcements.
Buses will not transport students to Kent Career and
Technical Center for 1st session when a school delay or
cancellation is issued. Students will be given a weatherrelated absence at KC/TC when we are officially not
transporting them. Students who choose to drive personal
vehicles to KC/TC on school delays or cancellations
assume responsibility for their decision.

visit us online @

csredhawks.org

Boys Cross Country: Austin
Sargent, Justin Jones
Girls Cross Country: Kenzie
Weiler, Maddie Pekrul
Volleyball: Brittany Todd
Tennis: Blake Fisk
Girls Golf: Conner White, Bre White
Football: Kaden Myers, Caden
Burrows, Jordan Johnson
Soccer: Mitch Hanmer

2013 Fall OK Bronze
Honorable Mention
Athletes:

Marissa Morales - Girls Golf,
Julian Quiroga - Boys Soccer, Jared
Vodry - Football, Cameron Klompstra
- Football, Kelsie Webber - Cross
Country, Mia Schiedel – Volleyball

Front Row - (L-R) Maddie Pekrul, Kenzie Weiler, Breanna White, Kelsie Webber, Conner White, Marissa Morales, Julian Quiroga
2nd Row – (L-R) Jordan Johnson, Brittany Todd, Mia Scheidel, Jared Vodry, Blake Fisk
Back Row – (L-R) Caden Burrows, Austin Sargent, Justin Jones, Mitch Hamner, Kaden
Myers, Cameron Klompstra

Cedar Springs Athletic Boosters

Athletes of the Month

Todd, Hughes and White are named Cedar Springs Athletic Boosters Student Athletes of the Month for November
Senior Brittany Todd was named the November 2013 Student Athlete of the Month
for Volleyball. Brittany is a four year varsity player and middle hitter for the Red Hawks.
Brittany is a 3 sport athlete also participating in Basketball and Softball at CSHS, and was
named All Conference honorable mention for Softball in 2013. Brittany has earned 10 varsity
letters thus far in her high school career. Brittany excels in the classroom with a 3.6 GPA and
has been on the honor roll every trimester in high school. She is a member of Red Hawk kids
club, ALC and has volunteered many hours with Hawks hoops and in youth camps.
Coach Mike Lozier says; “Brittany has been a tremendous athlete for the varsity volleyball
program since I arrived last year. When I first started I asked her to take on a new position
that she had never played before and without hesitation she agreed. This year yet again I have
asked her to change positions and she did without question. She is a lead by example player,
and the type of competitor that you know no matter what she is giving 100%. It has been
Brittany Todd
really fun to watch her grow as a player, and I know with her personality and drive she will
see great success in the future, both on and off the court. I can say without hesitation that Brittany has been one of my
favorite players to coach. She shows up and works hard each and every day, and a respect.
Senior Alex Hughes was named the November 2013 Student Athlete of the month for
Tennis. Alex just completed his first varsity season playing Tennis for the Red hawks. Besides
sports Alex is actively involved in Advanced Drama, Newspaper, and Advanced TV Pro and,
he also has many different roles in the student body. Alex also is a public address announcer
for Red Hawk sporting events. Alex has a 3.6 GPA, and is on the honor roll every trimester.
He also volunteers at Gods Kitchen.
Coach Unsworth states; “This was his first year on the team and he played Two Doubles. I
am nominating him because he had tremendous team spirit and was ALWAYS encouraging
the other players and complimenting them. He was this way with our opponents as
well! Other coaches often came to me to compliment him on his sportsmanship. He was the
most positive person on the team.”
Alex is the son of Sue and Mark Hughes.

Conner White

Conner White
Junior Conner White has been named the November 2013 Student Athlete of the Month
for Golf. Conner has just finished a very successful season she averaged 47.5 for 9, 96.5 for
18. She shot an 88 at Regional (6th overall) and finished 12th place at State. At the state
finals Conner played in spite of being sick with tonsillitis. She has received recognition as all
conference honorable mention and being named OK Bronze All Conference in 2013. Conner
also plays soccer, and volunteers her time in coaching AYSO this past summer. Conner has
a 3.3 GPA.
Coach London say that, “Conner does not hit the ball long, but she is very accurate with
her short game. She has the knack to shake off a bad shot and focus on the next one.”
Conner is the daughter of Tammy and Tom White.

STAY HEALTHY THIS SEASON, BECOME A RED HAWK WALKER 11/4/13—3/27/14
The cold air is settling in, but you don’t
have to give up your workout. Cedar Springs
Public Schools supports your effort to stay
healthy this season. Red Hawk Elementary
will open their doors to all community
members who would like to walk the halls from 4:00-8:00
p.m., Monday through
Thursday when school is in session. If Cedar Springs

CedaR SPRINGS

616-696-1204

Public Schools is closed due to inclement
weather, holiday or no school scheduled,
walking is canceled that day.
Scheduled days closed…
December 23 - January 3, February 17

& 18
For inclement weather school closings, please stay tuned
to your local TV Station listings.

Robinson

public
schools
excellence & Innovation

Alex Hughes

Septic cleaning, llc

3575 14 Mile Rd.

616-866-7670

4116 17 Mile Road
Cedar Springs

616-696-9610

1565 Dagget Rd.
Pierson

616-636-5565

36 E. Maple St.
Cedar Springs

616-696-3655
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AUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

Classes/
lessons
Give the Gift
of HealtH
this Holiday

Gift Certificates:
• Massage
• Yoga Classes

• Dance Classes
• Dance Fitness

homes for

Apartments

Season dried firewood, 4x8x16,
5-10 cord load delivered. 989285-4572. #44-3p

CEDARFIELD
COMMUNITY

ReD Flannel acRes
“A Place to Call Home”
aFFORDaBle lIVInG

Good Things
to EAT

Next to Meijer

for Sale

Cookies: St. Peter’s Lutheran
Ladies Guild Annual cookie
Walk is Saturday, December 7th
from 9 am until all the cookies
are gone. 310 E. Division,
Rockford.

Help

Wanted
RN or LPN needed for 10
-12 hour nursing shifts in
Howard City area. Please
call 888-881-7922 or email
resume to: sjhcpc@frontier.com. #48,49p

for info call
616-439-0890
Or stop by
90 N. MaiN St.

Permanent position
open at

Kin of Hope

in sales.
Earn extra $$

Cedar SpriNgS
Natural Health

Dance & Fitness Studio

Perry’s Place LLC

for herbs, teas, and more...

Collectibles
Barbie Dolls: Want something different as a gift for
Christmas? Why not give
a collectible Barbie. Together Forever Collection:
Romeo & Juliet, 1998, $50.
Arthur & Guinevere, 1999,
$50. Storybook Barbie
(NOT Disney) Cinderella,
Snow White or Princess
and the Pea, $25 each. Designer Barbie: Oscar de la
Renta #1 (slight fading on
side of box) $40, Christian
Dior #1, $70, Todd Oldham
#1, $40. Call 616-520-3195
if interested. #49f

Sale

for Rent

311 Oak Court
Cedar Springs, MI

Great Location, 1 & 2 bedroom
apartments. Designed for extremely
low, very low and low income.
Rent based on 30% of income.
Handicapped accessible.

COME
DRIVE THRU
AND
CHECK US
OUT!

Managed by Intrepid Professional Group

$628
$629

moves
you in!

As low as

includes site rent

Make your own job. Work
20 hours or 40. Work in a
newspaper office or from your
home office. Looking to make
extra money in sales? If selling
does not scare you, The Post
is always looking for someone
who is willing to work at it, and
has the ability to close a sale.
Seeking a person who can’t give
up and needs to be challenged
every day. Someone who can
drive themselves without driving
their co-workers crazy.
This is a commission paid
position. We supply the sales
materials,
business
cards
and the work space w/phone
access. Must have good phone
skills, in person skills. Some
driving may be required. Prior
sales experience is helpful.
Quiters need not apply.
For more info, send your
resume, contact information and
we will get back with you. Send
to:
sales@cedarspringspost.
com.

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

MILDRED HOUTING
LEISURE ACRES

For more information please
call (616) 696-3920/
TDD 1-800-649-3777

/month

This institution is an
Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

For RENT

Call Kathy

(888) 250-7079
to set up an appointment to
see the home today.

Arroway Secure
Self Storage

Offer expires 12/27/2013
*with approved credit. Sales price: $24,995.00 with
$2,660.00 down. Financed amt: $26,791.44 @ 11.
% APR, 180 months. Pmt shown includes discounted site rent of only $269.00 in 1st year. Additional
savings in years 2 and 3. Call for details. Financing
arranged through Sun Home Services, Inc. NMLS
#333675. EHO

6x8
8x10
10X20
10x24

Home

improvement

Lighted security fencing
• No Deposit •

4121 - 14 Mile Rd.

High Efficiency
OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE
from Central Boiler
burns less wood.
25 year warranty.
Absolute Comfort
Mechanical Contractors Inc.

Half mile east of 131 X-way

696-3390

small ads
make ¢ents
call 696-3655

231-652-5286

Critter

Found: Tan and white Boxer/
Pit mix, male, dog. Found in
Cedar Springs. No tags or
collar. Friendly and trained. Call
Brynadette to identify, 616-8352624. #47

Must be 62 years of age or
handicapped or disabled of any
age. Designed for extremely
low, very low and low income.
Rent based on 30% of income.

Beautiful wooded perimeter site
Appliances, AC, Washer Dryer

Weekly trash pick-up $11 a
month and one time hauls. Call
Steve at Let’s Talk Trash at 616984-6189. #41-52p

Corner

1 BEDROOM ApARTMENT
AvAILABLE for
IMMEDIATE OCCUpANCy

3 BR 2 bath home

A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb

For more information please call
(616) 696-3920/
TDD 1-800-649-3777
This institution is an
Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

616-696-1100

– 696-3655 –
Services

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at

www.cedarspringspost.com

(1)																																																											(2)																																																																	(3)																																																																		(4)
(5)																																																											(6)																																																																	(7)																																																																		(8)
(9)																																																											(10)																																																															(11)																																																																(12)
(13)																																																									(14)																																																															(15)																																																																(16)

Narrow
Your
Search
use the

Cedar Springs
Post
Classiﬁeds

Lost • Found • Free

are online @
www.cedarspringspost.com

Animal Ads

at home or away,
we’re just a
click away

are

in

FREE

The POST

PETS of the Week
Hi, I’m Brownie! I am a 1
year old Havana Brown mix.
I really enjoy being around
people and getting lots of
attention. You will also find me
curled up sleeping in comfy
chairs. I am a great female
cat who is affectionate, loving
and very social. I can’t wait to
meet you at Humane Society
of West Michigan!
Hi, I’m Killian! I am an 11 month old Pitbull mix who loves
to play with other dogs. I am
an active pup who enjoys long
walks outside and playing with
toys. I can be a little shy of
new things and I’m looking for
an owner who will be patient
with me. If you are looking for
a social, loving dog, come and
meet me at Humane Society
of West Michigan.

(17)																																																									(18)																																																															(19)																																																																(20)
(21)																																																									(22)																																																															(23)																																																																(24)
(25)																																																									 $12.20
25 words or less $12.00

$12.40

$12.60

$12.80

$13.00

$13.20

$13.40

$13.60

$13.80

$14.00

$14.20

Cost of Ad
$ ________
Box
$1.50
Bold
$1.50
Name ________________________________
Ad Total
$ ________
Times to run
X ________
Address_______________________________
Amount Due
$ ________
Phone ________________________________
Start Date (Thurs.) ____________
Signature ______________________________
Type of Payment
___Cash
Expiration Date ______________
___Check
Credit Card Number ___________________________________ ___Credit Card

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.
Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

The Cedar Springs Post

For more information on the Humane Society of West
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077
Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road
during adoption hours or visit ww.hswestmi.org.
Adoption Hours:
Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm,
Saturday: 10am-4pm

CLASSIFIEDS

are online @
www.cedarspringspost.com

This is that magical time
of the year where an outdoors person can be both an
angler and a hunter. This is
also the time where a boat
is not required. Sure, a boat
will get you into more water
but waders or hip boots will
suffice.
When the weather turns
cold and the frogs start their
migration into the muddy
bottoms, this is the time to
hit the shallows. Most lakes
have an area where frogs
live and the lakes with the
largest areas will produce
the most fish.
Some of our favorite
lakes have walleye and bass
in them while others just
bass. Muskegon Lake and
sections of the Grand River
will have both, other lakes
like Crooked Lake harbor
lots of large bucket mouth
bass.
Our best fishing comes
after sundown and a stealth
approach is required. Noise
must be kept to a minimum
and on a quiet and calm
night you can hear the game
fish feeding.
If you are wading I would
suggest chest high waders.
One wrong step with hip
boots and your evening
of fishing is over. If using
a boat a push pole is real
handy.
You can make a push pole
out of a piece of plastic pipe.
Take a piece of plastic pipe
and fasten a two by four to

Page 15

Outdoors

by Jack Payne

Free to good homes: 2 cats, a
female all gray beauty, named
Shadow and a long haired
orange tiger male, named Tiger.
Both are fixed. Tiger is an
indoor/outdoor cat and Shadow
likes the indoors. Landlord
requires we find them new
homes. Please call 616-8221260 or 616-822-1323. #47

CLASSIFIEDS

Thursday, December 5, 2013

Shallow water bass and walleye

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Classiﬁeds Work

CLASSIFIEDS

Thursday, December 5, 2013

Weekly Fishing Tip
From the Michigan DNR

Are you ready
(and prepared) to
go ice fishing?
Several parts of Michigan should hopefully
have ice in the coming
weeks, thus providing
anglers with an opportunity to go fishing. Will
you be joining them?
Then it’s time to get prepared to head out safely
on the ice!

Roscommon fishing Mandolyn Machaffie jigging for panfish.

the bottom with some angle
brackets. The wood section
only needs to be a foot long.
You can slowly push your
way through the lily pads
and the mud without messing up the trolling motor.
This is also a very quiet
way to maneuver at night.
In most cases the best
fishing will be within ten
feet of the shoreline but
do remember to try the
first drop-off bordering the
shallow flats. This often
is a drop from 6 or 7 feet
maybe into a 10-foot hole.
You need to develop your
night vision and if a light is
required a black ultra violet
light works best. You can tie
your lures on, unhook a fish
and still see the shoreline.
Two types of baits work
the best. A jig and pig combo is deadly and a stick bait
lure hard to beat. With the

jig and pig you are hopping
in the jig with short lifts and
a slow retrieve. Flip it out as
tight to the shoreline as possible and then slowly work
it back in. Part of the joy is
hooking a shoreline bush
or a lily pad. Goes with the
turf so to speak.
The crankbaits need to be
fished very slowly with a
lot of pausing. Cast, let it sit
for a few seconds, turn the
crank once or twice, let it sit
for a second or two and repeat. Vary it up but remember to pause.
On the jig and pig we like
the color of black. We also
like using real pork, with
Uncle Josh a favorite. To us,
the fish hold on to the real
pork a bit longer than when
using a plastic tail. Very
helpful when fishing super
slowly.
We use a lot of black and

silver body baits and we use
some with an orange belly.
On all of the baits we paint
a line on the side with glow
in the dark paint. Give the
lure a quick shot of light
and it throws off an eerie
glow.
Night fishing in the shallows is fun and exciting.
Most nights it is downright
quiet, almost mystical.
Some nights the action is
great and other nights we
really work hard for a fish.
What we do end up with is
most often our largest fish
of the year!
The next best thing about
this type of fishing is that
you can still be home by ten
after enjoying a few hours
on the water. Give it a shot
before the permanent cold
weather blows in.

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche

Equipment
You’ll need some special equipment if you head out ice
fishing. Take stock of your spud/auger, skimmer, shelter
and apparel to have an enjoyable experience out on the water.
Techniques
Pick your preferred ice fishing technique and the species
you wish to target and brush up on your skills. Whether
that is hook-and-line fishing for bluegill, sunfish, perch or
crappie; using tip-ups for northern pike, walleye or trout; or
spearing for northern pike, muskellunge or sturgeon.  
Safety
You should always stay safe when heading on the ice.
These five tips can help: 1) Never fish alone; 2) Tell someone where you are going and when you expect to return;
3) Always test the ice with a spud; 4) Take the appropriate
emergency items, such as a lifejacket and ice picks; and 5)
Take a cell phone with you in case you need to call for help.
Keep it in a plastic, sealable bag to make sure it doesn’t
get wet.
Want more information on ice fishing? Visit www.michigan.gov/fishing.

Outdoors

is available online @
www.cedarspringspost.com

By Ranger Steve Mueller

Fish, Ice, and Lake Oxygen
It’s been a cold week. Snow arrived and icy roads have
challenged drivers. One driver lost control at Ody Brook
and slammed into a large spruce tree. It knocked the tree
to a 60-degree angle. This Thanksgiving the driver can be
thankful he was not injured. The tree probably will not survive. Meanwhile ice has formed on the ponds and protects
the water world of nature niche life underneath.
Have you wondered why lakes don’t freeze from the
bottom up? If they did, fish would be killed because lakes
would freeze solid. Instead they freeze at the top and form
an insolating layer that provides safe haven of aquatic wildlife for the winter.
Beavers construct a lodge they enter and exit from under
the ice. Branches stored on the lake bottom are brought indoors for bark dinners. The top of beaver lodges rise above
the ice allowing air exchange for breathing. A cozy lodge is
insolated from extreme winter temperatures.
When fall arrives, air temperature cools and heats more
rapidly than water. When cold air-cools surface water, the
water sinks at 39-degrees F. At that temperature, water becomes its most compact and heaviest. It also holds the most
oxygen possible at 39-degrees F. Because it is most dense,
it sinks carrying oxygen to the depths of the lake.
During summer when sun warms water, a layer called a
thermocline forms separating the upper and lower lake. The
layer prevents easy movement between the lower (hypolimnion) and upper (epilimnion) lake water. Most plant life
is above the thermocline, where sunlight reaches allowing
photosynthesis to add oxygen to water during the day. At
night, plants need oxygen and consume it for their needs. If
algae and other plants are too abundant, they consume the
oxygen and suffocate fish. This is known as summer kill.
Below the hypolimnion oxygen is slowly depleted because it is not replenished by photosynthesis or water

mixing. Plants are few in the dark water, so they do not
consume all the oxygen. Fish will often hang out at the thermocline, where they can cool down and slow metabolism
so they require less oxygen and require less food.
In fall, the cold dense water holding oxygen sinks to the
bottom of the lake oxygenating the entire lake. The movement stirs bottom sediments. I have seen Chrishaven Lake
at the Christensen Nature Center look like someone stirred
the lake with a giant stick in fall. The lake becomes filled
with nutrient rich sediments. The activity destroys the thermocline and the lake becomes one even temperature body
until the following summer when a new thermocline forms.
As water-cools below 39-degrees F, it begins to expand
and does not sink. At 32-degrees F, the cold water freezes at the surface forming an insolating blanket. If windy,
the blanket will not form smoothly. One can see if air was
active or still by how smooth the ice layer is at the surface. Sun can penetrate ice allowing algae photosynthesis
to continue. This plant growth will add oxygen to the water
during the winter.
Sometimes when the snow layer on lakes is thin, light
enters allowing algae to become abundant. When too
abundant, the algae might consume all the oxygen during
the long winter nights causing what anglers know as winter kill. At ice out in spring, dead fish float at the surface
from winter suffocation. If the lake has streams flowing in,
oxygen might be replenished. Fish will be found at these
oxygen rich areas of the lake. A heavy snow blanket can
prevent too much winter sun from entering the lake.
Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at the odybrook@chartermi.net Ody Brook, 13010 Northland Dr, Cedar Springs, MI
49319-8433.

rowland’s
surplus ouTleT

Tarps

Area’s Largest
Selection!

AbSoLute beSt PriceS!

rowland’s surplus
Muskegon St. • Cedar Springs

616-696-9716
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