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The OK White Cross Country Conference Champions. Courtesy photo.

The course conditions
were not ideal and neither
was the weather for racing
but that did not stop the
Cedar Springs boys cross
country team from bringing
home their second consecutive OK White Conference championship. The
team finished first out of six

teams scoring 35 points at
the OK White Conference
meet at Riverside Park last
Wednesday, October 16.
Scoring for the Red
Hawks was Corey Bowers
who placed 1st (16:27),
Daniel
Vermulm
6th
(17:01), Jaydon Moleski
8th (17:03), Dilan Sargent

Homecoming

PLUS

OUTDOORS - page 10
HEALTH - page 11
AND MORE!

The Kent County Sheriff’s Office
has released surveillance photos
of the suspect in the Chase Bank
robbery that happened last week
Wednesday, October 16, at 7 S. Main
St. The suspect is described as darkskinned, possibly African American.
If you have any info, please contact
the Kent County Sheriff’s Office Detective Bureau at 616-632-6125 or
Silent Observer at 616-774-2345.

A 24-yearold Cedar
Springs man
died early
Wednesday
in a single vehicle
crash
on
US131.
According
to Michigan
State
Police, troopers from the
Rockford
Post are investigating the crash that occurred
about 3:30 a.m. on northbound
US131, north of 14 Mile Rd in Algoma Township. They said the 24-yearold man from Cedar Springs was
traveling north when he lost control
of his pickup truck, and ran off the
road and into the median, where he
hit several trees.
AeroMed flew the driver, who was
the only occupant of the vehicle,
from the scene to Spectrum-Butterworth Hospital in Grand Rapids due

City to hold public forum on
marijuana businesses
November 15 5:30-6:30 p.m. at CS Public Library
The City of Cedar Springs
wants to hear what citizens
have to say about whether
to allow marijuana businesses in the city, and if they
do, what type of businesses
they would like to see. Citizens can give their input at a
public forum/conversation

Vermulm, Moleski, and
Sargent with Braciak earning All Conference honorable mention.
“One of this team’s biggest strengths is their grit
and competitiveness,” said
Coach Justin Jones. “The
weather was cold, rainy, and
windy and the course was

very muddy. We weathered
the storm and came away
with another OK White
Conference Championship
trophy to bring home to Cedar Springs.”
The JV boys finished out
their season strong at the
Late Season Warrior Invite
CHAMPIONS- continues on page 9

Police release photos Man killed in crash
of suspect

A&E - page 6

SPORTS - pages 8-9

9th (17:06), and Gavin Braciak placing 11th (17:10)
. Rounding out the varsity
squad were Austin Mann
19th (17:31) and Gabe
White 32nd (17:59) with
Carter Moleski right behind
in the 34th spot (18:01). Individuals earning All Conference included Bowers,

in the Cedar Springs Public
Library’s community room
Friday, November 15, from
5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
“As I stated following the
City’s decision to opt-out in
November 2018, the City
Council is reexamining
their position on allowing

marijuana businesses now
that the State of Michigan
has released their rules governing the businesses,” explained Cedar Springs City
Manager Mike Womack.
The Village of Sand Lake
rescinded their ordinance on
medical marijuana earlier this

week,
and approved
an ordinance
allowing up to two

to his serious injuries. He later died
at the hospital.
The incident remains under investigation. Alcohol is believed to be a
factor in the crash.
The State Police were assisted on
scene by the Kent County Sheriff
Department, and Algoma Township
Fire Department.
The name of the victim had not yet
been released at press time pending
notification of the family.

marijuana dispensaries in the
village.
“After much discussion,
research and deliberation,
the Village passed a new ordinance
allowing a
dispensary,” explained
Sand
Lake
Village President
Tracy Quinlan. “We
will allow up to
two dispensaries that
need to be part of a
franchise.”

Muskegon also passed
an ordinance allowing dispensaries, microbusinesses,
and special pot events earlier this month.
Grand Rapids passed an
ordinance allowing them
earlier this year.
The purpose of the public
forum is to discuss the recreational marijuana law and
also ask for public input on
some of the questions that
the City Council members
are considering. Womack
MARIJUANA- continues on page 12
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Singer/songwriter releases book
and songs on infant loss
She will be doing book signings at Perry’s Place Saturday, Oct. 26 1-3
p.m. and at Rustic Roof Saturday, Nov. 2 2-4 p.m.

Becky Nordquist, a resident of Cedar Springs
for more than 26 years,
recently released a compassionate and poignant
project titled, Before we
said hello.
The release was on October 15, and planned to
coincide with National
Pregnancy and Infant
Loss
Remembrance
Day, which includes, but
is not limited to, miscarriage, stillbirth, SIDS
and the death of a newborn. The project includes two songs, “Before We Said Hello”
and “Heaven’s Playground,” along with a
companion devotional book, Before We Said
Hello.
Nordquist is a singer, songwriter, worship
leader, author and speaker. She has led worship at Resurrection Church and Blythefield
church both in Rockford and Ensley Center.
She will be doing book signings at Perry’s
Place Saturday, Oct. 26 1-3 p.m. and at Rustic
Roof Saturday, Nov. 2 2-4 p.m.
This new project was released through
Music for the Soul, an organization that uses
songs to tackle life’s toughest issues, including infant loss, abortion recovery, depression, abuse, and others, in ways that can be
heard, remembered, and revisited. Each song
is crafted with input from those who’ve suffered through the hurt, as well as professional

Becky Nordquist

counselors and clergy. The results are honest
and real, offering a path to healing and hope.
When it came time to produce a project addressing infant loss, Nordquist was the perfect
artist. She knows a thing or two about broken-heartedness, having experienced multiple
losses early in her life, including the death of
her father when she was a young woman, divorce and the demands of single motherhood,
as well as multiple experiences with miscarriage and infant loss.
“I never thought I would remarry again, let
alone have more children,” she muses. “But
God had a different plan! I met and married
my second husband, Dave. My youngest child
was 14 and I was a long way from sleepless
nights and diapers when we discovered we
were pregnant.”
But three months into the pregnancy, a routine OB/GYN visit revealed their baby had
died in the womb. “We were crushed and in
shock,” Nordquist confesses. “I had never
lost a pregnancy, and we felt so alone. We
were encouraged to try again and soon we
were blessed with our rainbow baby, Isabella
Grace. We decided to try for a second baby
so Grace wouldn’t grow up alone, but we suffered two more consecutive pregnancy losses
before conceiving our baby Niklas. Everything looked great. But on January 8, 2014,
Niklas David was stillborn, but still born.”
“Miscarriage often involves an invisible
grief,” Nordquist declares. “The world moves
forward while you feel you’re frozen in time.
It is crucial to take the time to grieve. Jesus
modeled this for us at the death of his friend
Lazarus. He stopped. He sat. He wept. What is
invisible to the world is very visible to

Him.”
A gifted singer-songwriter and worship
leader, Becky continued pressing into God
for comfort and sustenance. She also continued to hone her music writing skills with John
Chisum, founder of Nashville Christian Songwriters, and Grammy Award-winning songwriter/recording artist David Baroni.
As she poured out her heart through her
music, a providential introduction to Dove
Award-winning songwriter Steve Siler led to
an offer to record a song for his Music for the
Soul community of professional musicians,
therapists, pastors and ministry leaders committed to offering life-giving resources to
those whose hearts are hungry for understanding, self-worth, wholeness, and peace.
The result was the touching and encouraging song, “Before We Said Hello,” written by
Siler. Becky and Siler then joined with Dove
Award winner Tony Wood to pen the evocative “Heaven’s Playground.” Recognizing the
need for an additional resource to help those
who have suffered such a loss, Nordquist has
also written a new devotional book. “The Before We Said Hello devotional book includes
short passages, space for journaling, scripture,
encouragement and real life stories from those
who are walking this same road,” she notes.
“People often don’t know how to comfort
friends or family members who are going
through the loss of an infant or pregnancy,”
says Nordquist. “Some people think if you
never saw your baby, there is no need to talk
about your loss. You might not even feel you
have the right to grieve. I’m here to assure
you—your baby’s life matters. And you are
not alone.”

The Best (and Worst) of Michigan’s NCT:
Border to Border
Sunday, November 3, at Cedar Springs Library
The public is invited to
come tag along with backpacker Dale Painter of

Newaygo and vicariously experience the North
Country Trail as it snakes

Available at Perry’s Place

90 N. Main St Suite B
Cedar Springs

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

Brauhaus
&
Restaurant
• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

Join us this
Saturday for a
Bavarian Celebration!
95 NORTH MAIN | CEDAR SPRINGS
CSBREW.COM | (616) 696-BEER

its way 1,100 miles across
the Great State of Michigan. “Trail Dale” covered
the distance between Wisconsin and Ohio this past
summer with the logistic
support of his recently “retired” distance-hiking partner (a.k.a. wife), Kathy.
Dale will be the featured
speaker at the Western MI
Chapter of the North Country Trail’s annual meeting
at Sunday, November 3, at
the Cedar Springs Public
Library. A meet and greet
begins at 3:30 p.m.
Dale’s presentation is titled: “The Best (and Worst)
of Michigan’s NCT: Border
to Border.” The talk will
feature the pictorial high-

lights of Dale’s completely
unbiased rankings of the
NCT in 10 different categories, ranging from “the
best-maintained trail segments” to “the best in hiker
fashion” to “the oddest hiker encounters.”
Attendees of the Annual
Meeting are encouraged to
talk personally with Dale
(and Kathy) and perhaps
take-a-peek at his backpacking gear in the “meetand-greet” session that begins at 3:30 pm. Folks are
also invited to discuss or
debate Dale’s various NCT
rankings at the post meeting
dinner at the Cedar Springs
Brewery that begins at 6:00
p.m. The business meeting

begins at 4:00
p.m. and the
speaker begins at
5:00 p.m. There is
no charge for the
business meeting and speaker.
Meal cost $20 for
a German style
buffet. Reservations are required
Backpacker Dale Painter
for the meal, just
email Beth at bkeloneva@ er Range in Colorado, the
gmail.com.
Pacific Crest Trail, the ConDale started backpack- tinental Divide, the Grand
ing 40 years ago with his Enchantment Trail and a
wife Kathy and their two number of long distance
children and continues to hikes on the NCT in both
challenge himself into re- the lower and upper penintirement with more hiking! sula of Michigan.
Over the years he has hiked
such trails as the Wind Riv-

Your
local floor-covering
Your hometown
floor-covering store
store
for
years
for 36
33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive

616-866-2748

$19.05

NEW CUSTOMER
SERVICE CALL

*Restrictions may apply, call for details.

616-458-7304 www.schaafsma.com

Check out our e-edition:

http://cedarspringspost .com/e-newspaper-2/
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City manager receives
positive review
The Cedar Springs City
Council like what they
see in City Manager Mike
Womack.
Not only did they give
him an overall positive
review on his personnel
evaluation at their October
meeting, they also offered
him a new three-year contract that has him working
for the City through 2022.
Mayor Pro Tem Pamela
Conley indicated that she
appreciates Womack’s hard
work as well as his application of both knowledge
and skill in moving the City
forward. “Over the last several years the City has seen
sidewalk
improvements
and much needed repairs
on water infrastructure and
roads,” said Conley. “I find
that Mike collaborates really well with groups like the
CBDT to help get stuff done
such as the amphitheater
and the work for the new
fire station. It is his skill and
hard work that have helped
make these improvements
possible.”
Mayor Gerald Hall noted
that the last 3 years with
Manager Womack at the
helm have been a large part
of the positive direction of
Cedar Springs. “Mike laid
a lot of the groundwork for

the economic development
we’re seeing in the City and
he’s been on top of all of
the major projects such as
the new fire station building
and the West Street project,”
said Hall. “Mike works well
with the Council, the Planning Commission and the
DDA board and I get mostly
positive feedback from the
community about him.”
Hall added that Womack’s input into the community isn’t just during office
hours. “His after-hours engagement in the community shows that he is truly
working towards the betterment of Cedar Springs. He
goes to a lot of community
meetings and events; I see
him pick up trash along the
roads; and I know he has
shoveled out a few driveways during the winter,”
Hall added.
Councilor Race said that
Womack had been very
helpful in her first year on
the Council. “He is always
professional and always
takes the time to answer
my questions…I like his
leadership style. He does
his best to get the Council
where the Council wants
to go—not where the City
Manager wants to go.”
The City Manager’s re-

POST Highlights

News.......................................... pages 1-3

view consisted
of City Councilors scoring
his
performance in key
areas
such
as Personnel
Management,
Administrative
Skills, Intergovernmental Relations,
Cedar Springs City Manager Mike Womack
Long Range
Planning, Interpersonal Skills, Rela- thing.”
When asked what has
tionship with Council and
been
the best and worst
Personal and Professional
parts
of managing Cedar
Attributes.
His perforSprings
over the last three
mance was scored an overyears,
Womack
stated, “the
all average score of 4.16 out
best
is
obviously
the numof 5.
ber
of
amazing
people
that
Council members did
I’ve
been
privileged
to
work
indicate that the City Manager needed to work on not with in the community and
internalizing so much job how much we’ve been able
stress and asked him to seek to accomplish together.
out additional customer ser- The worst is probably the
vice and conflict resolution constant battle of trying to
stay ahead of the rumors
training opportunities.
Womack is originally and alternative facts to get
from the east side of the the true information out and
state, but has settled in. available to the public.”
Womack started as City
“I’m happy to be in Cedar
Manager
on August 1st,
Springs,” he said. “The
2016,
replacing
Thad Taycommunity has been very
lor,
who
departed
the City
welcoming to me, and the
for
Manistee
in
November,
Council, all the boards, volunteers, and City Hall staff 2015.
have worked together so
well, it’s really a beautiful

CTA Board of Directors stands
up for local students

Panel adopts “Fairness First” resolution, protests
unequal funding for school

Members of the
Creative Technologies Academy board
voted last Wednesday, October 16, to
oppose Gov. Whitmer’s recent veto of a
plan to reduce the
funding gap that penalizes
who choose to attend public

students
charter schools.
In adopting its “Fairness First” resolution, the board said
it was answering the learning needs of its own students and
families.
“All Michigan students should receive the same per-pupil funding amount, no matter what school they choose
to attend,” said Dan George, Superintendent. “To suggest

Two hurt in crash

Troopers from the Michigan State Police
Rockford Post are investigating a
serious crash that occurred early
Monday morning, October 21, in Tyrone Township.
According to Spl/Lt. David Cope, the crash
occurred about 6:21 a.m. at the intersection of
17 Mile Rd and Sparta Ave. Two vehicles were
involved in the crash—a 1996 Dodge Ram
pickup driven by a 57-year-old Kent City man,
and a 2011 Chevrolet pickup driven by a 62-year-old
Cedar Springs man. The crash remains under investigation,
as troopers continue to work toward determining exactly
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otherwise, is a violation of all that we believe as a society.
We are a nation that prizes equality. Freedom. Opportunity.
To create institutional inequity through this kind of budget
policy is harmful and wrong.”
According to its resolution, the board believes the governor’s actions are political moves that victimize CTA students. The measure states that the board’s contention is that
its students are being singled out, because every other public school student in Michigan received its legislatively-appropriated funding amount.
“Only public school students attending charters are being
discriminated against by this action,” the resolution said.
The resolution calls on the governor and legislature to
come to an agreement that quickly restores the $240 per
pupil increase it FY 2020 school budget was built upon.
CTA is already four months into their fiscal year, and was
depending on that increase to help fund students’ education.

follow us
on facebook
https://www.facebook.
com/cedarspringspost/

PLEASE
HELP US
636 POUNDS
REACH OUR GOAL
That is how much food we have gathered

so far
for the
Cedar Springs
Community
1500 pounds
pounds
of food
food
We
hope
to collect
1250
of
Food
help
us reach our
goal
Community
Food
for
thePantry.
CedarPlease
Springs
Community
Food
of
2,500
pounds
before
November
21st.
November 17th.
15th. NonPantry before November
Nonwhat happened to cause the crash. 17 Mile Rd.
Non-perishable
foods
can
be dropped
off
was closed for approximately four hours as
offoffatat
our
perishable
foods
can be
be dropped
dropped
troopers processed and cleared the scene.
at our
office
Monday
through
Friday
from
office
Monday
- Friday
from 9:00
a.m.
- 5:00
our
office
Monday
- Friday
from
9:00
Both drivers were transported from the scene
9:00
a.m.
5:00
p.m.
No
cash
donations
p.m. -No
cash
donations
accepted.
a.m.
5:00
p.m.
Thank you
for your
by ambulance to local hospitals. Police said the
accepted.
Thank
you
for
your
help!
Thank
you
for
your
help!
help!
driver of the Ram pickup was property
For allre-your financial service needs, call on

strained during the crash and is in stable condition. The driver of the
Chevrolet pickup was not wearing
a seatbelt and remains in critical condition following the crash.
Names of the drivers have not yet been released.
Kent City Fire assisted the MSP at the scene.
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ChurchDirectory
Rockford Springs Community Church

Cedar Springs
United
Methodist
Church
Cedar Springs
United
Methodist
Church

S.St.,
Main
Box KSprings
, Cedar Springs
140 S.140
Main
POSt.,
BoxPO
K, Cedar
616-696-1140

www.cedarspringsumc.org
616-696-1140
• www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor David Vander Meer

5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

www.rockfordsprings.org

Memorial
CLAIR MIDDLETON
In Loving Memory of Clair Middleton, who passed away
20 years ago on October 27, 1999.
Still your presence we miss. Your laughter, jokes and
smiles are always in our hearts.
Loving you always.

Pastor Bill
Johnson
Pastor
Jane Duffey
SundaySunday
WorshipWorship
Service: 10:15
a.m. •10:15
Coffeea.m.
Fellowship:
11:15 a.m.
Service:
 Coffee
Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.
Supervised Nursery Care Provided
Supervised Nursery Care Provided

Sunday WorShip
9:30am • 5:00pm

Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education

SAND LAKE

Nelson
Church “Where
“Where
are Loved”
EastEast
Nelson
Church
You You
are Loved”

9024—18
MileNE
Rd. NE
9024—18
Mile Rd.
Springs
MI 49319
CedarCedar
Springs
MI 49319
616-696-0661
Sunday
am Worship
Service
616-696-0661
Sunday
9:30 9:30
am Worship
Service
Pastor Inge Whittemore
Sunday
KidZone
am Ages
4 to 12
Pastor Inge Whittemore
Sunday
KidZone
9:45 9:45
am Ages
4 to 12

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673

Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am

HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Like us on Facebook
Like us on Facebook
www.eastnelsonumc.org
www.eastnelsonumc.org

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Thursday
KidzKlub
pm Ages
4 to 12
Thursday
KidzKlub
6 pm 6Ages
4 to 12

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
Worship
Pastor11
Billa.m.
Dixon
22 Mile Road

SERVICE
10 am
Solon TIME:
Center

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
19 Mile Road

www.scwchurch.org

Wesleyan Church
org
616-696-3229
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

M-46

Algoma Ave.

Sunday School 9:45am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am
Adult Bible Study Sunday Nights 6pm
Awana & Youth Sunday Evening
(Sept. - April) 5:30pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7:00pm

N. to Sand Lake

Cedar Springs

US-131

S. to G.R.

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
Pastor Doug DiBell
SummerDoug
Worship
- 10AM
Pastor
DiBell
&
Senior
Pastor
Tom
Holloway
Pastor Tom
Holloway,
Music/Youth
June-August
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
616-696-3229

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

St. John Paul II Parish

H I L L C R E S T Community Church of God

TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

A Welcoming Catholic Church
3110 17 Mile Road | Cedar Springs, MI | 696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2-mqa.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI 49319 616-696-9333
Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes
Worship: Sunday 10:00 am

Nursery & Children’s Church during message
*Youth - resumes this Fall
*Kidzone - resumes this Fall
*Monday - Open Prayer 7:00 pm

JOIN US FOR A

Living Truth Fellowship

NIGHT OF WORSHIP
City Impact
Community Center
288 N. Main St.

Loved and missed so much.
Your Family

The mighty oak
was once a little
nut that stood
its ground.

https://LTFtruth.wixsite.com/home

Meeting at White Creek Est. Comm. Bldg.
15851 White Creek Ave NE, Cedar Springs, MI
Meeting the first Tuesday of each month beginning
Oct. 1, from 6:30 - 8 p.m. Teaching the Creational
Truth of Mankind - Dr. Ron Pleune, Teacher

SATURDAY // NOVEMBER 2 // 5PM
Praise, Worship, Message and Fellowship afterwards
WE LOVE OUR COMMUNITY!
Childcare provided. Come and join us!

Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd.


866-4298
Pastor:
Rev. Kim DeLong

coumc.weebly.com
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A man shall not be established by
wickedness: but the root of the righteous
shall not be moved. Proverbs 12:3 (NIV)
From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books







sunday Worship: 11 aM

enhanced
fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f







Cedar Springs Christian Church
pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational
www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

SundayS:
10:30 a.M.

MondayS:
open prayer
7-8 pM

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

*NOT affiliated with
Creative Technologies
Academy (CTA)

Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

Do you know that Saturday is the Sabbath?

The Church of God
Fellowship Group of Michigan
Pastor Bruce Chapman

616.636.9209

To learn more about
the Sabbath and the
truth of the bible visit

www.cogfgomi.org

Bliss-Witters & Pike

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

Pilgrim Bible Church

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45
WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

Church Connection

is online @ http://cedarspringspost.com/category/churchconnection/

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410
Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

IndependentlyFamily
FamilyOwned
Owned and
and Operated
Operated for
Independently
forOver
Over35
50years
years!

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze
88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394
Thomas Cheslek phone 616.887.1761
ManaGer-owner Fax 616.887.2870

Every Life Tells A Story...

www.hesselcheslek.com
www.hesselc
heslekfuneralhome.com

Church Connection

Thursday, October 24, 2019

Page 5

The Cedar Springs POST

spiritual notes • announcements • memories

Obituary

Obituary

Obituary

JAMES RICHARD LISCOMBE

ROSE MARIE ROBINSON

NORMA V. RAU

James Richard Liscombe, 60, of Cedar Springs, MI lost his battle
with liver disease on Friday, October 18, 2019 at 11:35 p.m.
James was born in Lakeview, MI on May 8, 1959. He found
himself being without a home at the age of 14. Left on his own,
he began hitchhiking his way around the country. He had many
offers of “home” but never wanted to intrude. James spent time
in his late teens working on the oilfields in Texas, later returning
to Michigan becoming a “jack of all trades” for the remainder of
his life. He is best known for his work as a carpenter, owning and
running his own company out of Cedar Springs, MI. Later in life,
James also spent time in both Michigan and Texas as a bartender.
James will be remembered most for his pure, caring heart, his
hard-work and tenacity, his humbleness and willingness to
serve others, his dedication to his family and friends, and his
love of nature and animals. James was preceded in death by his
father, James Raymond Liscombe; his mother, Dorothy Marie
Goldsmith (Knapp); baby brother, Samuel Roscoe Liscombe;
and sisters, Roberta Ellen Lennox and Patty Diane Weaver
(Lennox). He is survived by his best friend and love of his life of
30 years, June Brown; his children, Shawn Steven Empie, Stacy
Maria Mahnke (Liscombe), Samantha Jo Liscombe, and Johnna
Diane Russell (Gillis); his siblings, Lynn Leroy Lennox, Dotty
Lou Carlberg (Lennox), and Dawn Joy Sellers (Lennox); many
grandchildren, nieces and nephews, cousins, and friends. A
memorial service and pot-luck style reception celebrating James’
life will be held on Saturday, October 26, 2019 at Pierson Village
Hall at 190 Grand St. Pierson, MI 49339 from 1:00-4:00 p.m.

Rose Marie Robinson (Cook) went home to her Lord and savior
Friday October 18, 2019 at the age of 81. She was born June
25, 1938 in Cedar Springs. Rose was the daughter of Wilbert
Cook and Violet May Cook (Yeomans). Her brothers and sisters
were John, Charles, Donald, Edward, James, Catherine and
Anna whom all preceded her in death. Rose was a graduate of
Cedar Springs class of 1957. On June 1, 1957 Rose married
Orrin Edward Robinson and then they had four children: Cindy,
Orrin Jr “Bud”, Mary and Cheryl. Rose worked at the Christian
Rest Home in Grand Rapids in the late 80s and early 90’s.
She was a longtime member of the Baptist Church of Cedar
Springs. She was a devoted wife, mother, grandmother, greatgrandmother, sister, aunt and friend. She was proceeded by her
husband of 59 years Orrin Edward Robinson, and survived by
their children: Cindy & Ken VanderJagt of Oakland FL, Orrin
Jr “Bud” & Melissa Robinson of Cedar Springs, Mary & Bill
Blanchard of Dorr and Cheryl & Ron Karger of Cedar Springs,
13 grandchildren and 18 great-grandchildren and many nieces
and nephews. A time of visitation was held on Sunday, October
20th, 2019, at Pederson Funeral Home, 127 N. Monroe Street
NE, Rockford, MI 49341. In lieu of Flowers please donate to
the Alzheimer’s Association - Greater Michigan Chapter, 4081
Cascade Rd SE Suite 400, Grand Rapids, MI 49546 or Spectrum
Health Hospice, 750 Fuller Ave NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.
Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home, Rockford

Obituary

Obituary

Norma V. (Butler) Rau, age 100, passed away peacefully on
Wednesday, October 16, 2019 at the Brook of Newaygo. She
was born February 12, 1919 in Ensley Township, the daughter
of John William and Minnie (Topping) Butler. Norma was an
exceptionally loving mother, grandmother, daughter, sister, aunt,
cancer survivor and proud member of the United States Marine
Corp. Her passions included collecting antiques, going to garage
sales with her sisters and being the family genealogist. She
grew up on a farm in Ensley Township, Newaygo County. She
attended Flowing Well School through the eighth grade. She then
moved to the Village of Newaygo and lived with host families
so she could attend Newaygo High School until she graduated
in 1937. With the help of her brother Don she was able to come
home on weekends. After graduation she moved to Grand Rapids
and attended business school and worked as a compt operator
at Armour & Co. In 1943 she enlisted in the Marines and was
stationed at Henderson Hall in Arlington, VA where she was a cook
and attained the rank of sergeant. She was on active duty from
1943 to 1946 and in the reserves from 1946 to 1949. Returning to
Grand Rapids, she worked for McInerney Spring and Wire in the
office. A co-worker knew that the perfect match for Norma would
be her brother Ken Rau. Betty Rau went on to become not only
her sister-in-law but a life-long friend. Norma and Ken married
in Grand Rapids at St. Mary’s Church on October 1, 1949. They
lived in Grand Rapids and raised a son Thomas and daughter
Karen. In 1956 they purchased property on Big Whitefish Lake
and built a summer cottage. The cottage became a gathering
place for extended family and friends. Many cherished memories
were made there. It became their full-time home in 1995. Norma
continued to live there until 2019. She then moved to the Brook
of Newaygo where she passed away at age 100. Special thanks
to the staff of the Brook for the loving and thoughtful care they
gave Norma. Norma was preceded in death by her husband,
Kenneth Rau and son, Tom Rau; brothers and sisters, Harold,
Foster, Nelda, Donald, Leonard, Neva, JaNeta, Rachel and Ruth.
She is survived by daughter, Karen (Jack) Hickok; brother, Morey
(Joanne) Butler; sister-in-law, Betty Rau; daughter-in-law, Shirley
Rau; grandchildren, Tim Hickok, Eric Hickok, Ken (Chandra)
Rau, and Betsey Rau; 4 great grandchildren; many nieces and
nephews. The family will greet friends Thursday, October 24
from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home,
Cedar Springs. Mass of Christian Burial will be Friday, October
25 at 11:00 a.m. at Mary Queen of Apostles, Sand Lake. Rev. Fr.
Lam Le celebrant. Interment with military honors at North Ensley
Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to Spectrum
Health Hospice or the American Cancer Society.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home,
Cedar Springs

LOREN G.
SCHERMERHORN

Loren G. Schermerhorn, age 85, of Cedar Springs, died Monday,
October 21, 2019 at Spectrum Health – Butterworth Campus.
Loren was born October 29, 1933 in Greenville, MI the son of
the late Glen and Lulu (Walton) Schermerhorn. He graduated
from Sand Lake High School and served in the U.S. Navy
during the Korean War. He enjoyed farming and fishing. He was
patient and kind and always willing to lend a hand to others.
He was a very active and faithful member of the East Nelson
United Methodist Church and the Cedar Springs American
Legion Post #287. Surviving are his wife of 64 years, Barbara;
sisters-in-law, Patricia Riggs and Marlene Califf; many nieces
and nephews. The family will greet friends Wednesday, October
30 from 10:00 a.m. until time of service at 11:00 a.m. at the
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. Pastor Inge
Whittemore officiating. Interment with military honors at East
Nelson Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to East
Nelson United Methodist Church or the Cedar Springs American
Legion.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home,
Cedar Springs

SANDRA J. BYRNE

Sandra J. Byrne, age 75, of Cedar Springs, died Sunday, October
20, 2019 at Faith Hospice Trillium Woods. Sandra was born
November 2, 1943 in Grand Rapids, MI the daughter of Herman
and Dorothy (Lydell) Vander Veen. She had worked for Aetna
Insurance for 21 years. She was a member of Resurrection
Lutheran Church, Sand Lake, the Tri-County Eagles and
the Cedar Springs American Legion. She enjoyed playing
Trivia three days a week. Surviving are her husband, Ronald
Neiderheide; daughters, Joanne (Scott) Perschbacher, Tina (Matt)
Zegunis; grandchildren, Brad, Laura, Isaak, Noah, Rick, Sonya,
Duane & their spouses; several great-grandchildren; brother,
Robert (Judi) Vander Veen; many members of the Byrne family;
several nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death by her
parents; first husband, Donald Byrne in 2004; her daughter,
Michele Slabbekoorn. The family will greet friends and relatives
Thursday, October 24 from 6-8 p.m. at the Bliss-Witters & Pike
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. The service will be held Friday,
October 25 at 11:00 a.m. at Resurrection Lutheran Church, Sand
Lake with a luncheon to follow. Pastor Lee Zabrocki officiating.
Interment Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens, Grand Rapids.
Memorials may be made to Resurrection Lutheran Church.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home,
Cedar Springs
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Hometown Happenings articles are a community service for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include
name and phone number for any questions we may have.

theTable at The Springs Church

Oct.24, Nov.7,14: Meals are served every Thursday from 5:30 to
6:30 pm at The Springs Church on the corner of Oak and Grant.
All are welcome to theTable to enjoy this meal that is being shared
with us! There will be no dinner on Halloween night. #tfn

Celebrate Recovery

Oct.24.31, Nov.7,14: City Impact, 288 N. Main St. will be holding
meetings every Thursday to Celebrate Recovery, a Christ centered,
12 step recovery program for anyone struggling with hurt, habits
or hangups of any kind. 6-6:30 pm – Meet & Greet, 6:30-8pm
Celebrate Recovery. For more information call 616-843-2438.
#tfn

KDL Lab Experience: Cardboard
Creations

Oct. 26: Our Makedo construction toolkit will help you create,
experiment and learn as you build your very own cardboard
masterpieces -- the possibilities are endless! Saturday, October 26,
10:30 am to 11:30 am – Nelson Twp./Sand Lake Branch, 88 8th
Street. #42,43p

Halloween Hospitality Center at CS UMC

Oct.31: Warm up and rest station at the Cedar Springs United
Methodist Church, 140 S. Main St. Cedar Springs. We will be in
the fellowship hall October 31st serving hot chocolate, popcorn
and treats from 4:30-6:30 pm. We hope to see you there. #42p

Fall Craft Bazaar at Howard City VFW

Nov. 2: The Howard City VFW will be holding their Fall Craft
Bazaar on Sat., Nov. 2nd from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. at the
Post Home located at 1001 S. Ensley (better known as old 131
or Federal Hwy) in Howard City. We have lots of vendors eager
to show you their items and help you get a little early Christmas
shopping done. Our kitchen will be open for breakfast and lunch
for a nominal fee and we will have door prizes, a raffle, lots of
smiles and fun and hope to see you there. All proceeds go to the
VFW for their projects benefiting veterans and their families, our
local schools and the community. #42-44p

Bazaar at Faith Lutheran Church

Nov. 2: Faith Lutheran Church in Sidney invites you to their Annual
Fall Bazaar at 2957 S. Grow Rd. (corner of Grow and Sidney Rds.
About 5 miles east of M-91). Call 989-328-6833 if you get lost.
The bazaar will be held on Saturday, November 2nd from 9:30 am
– 2 pm. There will be lunch, cookies by the pound, quilts and crafts.
Bring your friends and have a good time with us! #43

NOW SHOWING
DIGITAL Movies at the

Nov. 7: 2nd Chance will be having an Acoustic Jam session
hosted by the Gitchel’s on Thursday, November 7th from 6:30 to
9:00 pm. It will be at 2nd Chance School at 810 17 Mile Road,
Cedar Springs (corner of 17 Mile Road and Olin Lakes Road).
2nd Chance would love to have you join us for an evening of
playing with or listening to awesome musicians and to support
2nd Chance School. Jam sessions are tentatively being planned
every other week. Food and drinks will be available for purchase.
If you have questions, call 231-856-3648 or 616-293-2150. See
you there! #43,44b

15th Annual Holiday Bazaar – Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Nov.8,9: Now a 2-day event! Get your Christmas shopping started/
completed at this great holiday bazaar! Shop Friday, November
8th from 11am-7pm and Saturday from 9am-3pm with 40 craft
vendors to serve your shopping needs. A lunch counter is available,
and in addition all proceeds from a bake sale will go to missions.
Enjoy some delicious goodies and in doing so you’re giving to a
great cause. There will be homemade pies, breads, cookies, fudge,
etc. The church is located at 15671 Algoma Avenue, just north of
19 Mile Road. Come early, stay late! #43-45b

OCTOBER
25 • 26 • 27

SHOWTIMES:
FRIDAY: 6:00PM
SATURDAY:
3:00PM • 6:00PM
SUNDAY:
3:00PM • 6:00PM
$

3.00

NOV. 8-10

616-696-SHOW
7469

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

JULY 19-21

Write it down

There was an elderly couple that noticed that they were
getting a lot more forgetful, so they decided to go to the
doctor. The doctor told them that they should start writing things down so they wouldn’t forget them.
At home that evening, the wife asked her husband to
get her a bowl of ice cream. “You might want to write it
down,” she said.
The husband said, “No, I can remember that you want
a bowl of ice cream.”
She then told her husband she wanted a bowl of ice
cream with whipped cream. “Write it down,” she told
him.
Again he said, “No, no, I can remember: you want a
bowl of ice cream with whipped cream.”
Then the wife said she wanted a bowl of ice cream with
whipped cream and a cherry on top. “Write it down,” she
told her husband.
Again he said, “No, I got it. You want a bowl of ice
cream with whipped cream and a cherry on top.” So he
went to get the ice cream and spent an unusually long
time in the kitchen—over 30 minutes. He then came out
and handed his wife a plate of bacon and eggs.
The wife frowned at the plate for a moment then asked,
“Where’s the toast?!”

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

classic kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

March 5 at Van Andel Arena
Grand Rapids — Gilda’s
LaughFest, the nation’s first
ever community-wide festival of laughter, and Outback
Presents announced that Jim
Gaffigan will bring his “The
Pale Tourist” tour to Van Andel Arena in Grand Rapids.
Gaffigan will open the 10th
year of Gilda’s LaughFest on
Thursday, March 5, 2020 at
8:00 p.m.
Tickets go on sale to the general public beginning Friday,
October 25 at 10:00 a.m. Tickets will be available at the Van

Andel Arena and DeVos Place
box offices and online at Ticketmaster.com. A purchase limit
of eight (8) tickets will apply to
every order. See Ticketmaster.
com for all current pricing and
availability.
Gaffigan is the first headliner to be announced for the
2020 festival. Tickets for “The
Pale Tourist” will be included
in LaughFest ticket packages,
which go on sale after LaughFest releases its full lineup on
Tuesday, November 19.
“The Pale Tourist” marks the

Gun Show
Buy, Sell or Trade

Sunday, October 27, 2019
9am - 3pm
HOWARD CITY VFW
P.O. Box 308 / 1001 S. Ensley
Howard City, MI 49329

Admission:
$5.00

Children 12 and
under FREE
NOV. 1-3
8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com

of theWeek

Jim Gaffigan to open 10th year of
Gilda’s Laughfest

GUNS • KNIVES • SPORTING GOODS

KENT THEATRE

Movie Tickets
COMING SOON

2nd Chance Acoustic Jam hosted by The
Gitchel’s

JOKE

Vendors:
$15.00

per table

Raffle Prize

Ruger 10/22 Carbine
Standard Model

Tickets $1.00, 6 for $5.00
Need not be present to win

Kitchen will be open!

Contact Bill Johnson for tables at 231-937-4122

third appearance for Gaffigan
at LaughFest. Both of his previous performances sold out.
One of the nation’s top touring comedians, Gaffigan has
proven himself as a major talent beloved to a wide range
of audiences while achieving
accolades and awards for his
stand-up comedy, acting, and
writing. He has had an unprecedented number of appearances
on late night television and has
earned nominations for both a
Broadband Emmy and a Webby Award for his writing and
voice work on the animated
series “Pale Force” for Conan.
In recent years, Gaffigan has
also become a mainstay on the
big screen with roles in “Going the Distance,” “Away We
Go,” and “It’s Kind of a Funny
Story.” He appeared alongside
Jennifer Connolly, Ed Harris,

Pierce Bronson and Greg Kinnear in “Salvation Boulevard,”
which premiered at the Sundance Film Festival in 2011.
Further broadening his career,
Gaffigan starred in the Broadway production, “That Championship Season.”
In addition to today’s “The
Pale Tourist” announcement,
LaughFest earlier this year announced that Cristela Alonzo
will participate in a special
10th anniversary LaughFest
“off-season” performance at
7:00 PM on November 22 at
the Wealthy Theatre. Tickets
for Alonzo’s performance are
available at grcmc.org/event/
cristela-alonzo-2019.
More information about
Gilda’s LaughFest and ticket
packages is available at laughfestgr.org, or by calling 616735-HAHA (4242).
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Halloween and Harvest Happenings

Check out some of the fun, fall activities going on in our area in
the days leading up to Halloween night.

Pumpkin carving and spooky walk at
Nature Center

Oct. 25: Howard Christensen Nature Center, 16190 Red Pine Dr.
Kent City, MI 49330. 6 p.m. $5 Non-Members/ $3 Members.
Nothing says Halloween like pumpkin carving and a spooky
trail walk! Price includes a pumpkin and everything you need to
carve it. Carving Starts at 6 p.m. Walks will leave when it gets
dark. This event is open to kids of all ages (even the grown up
ones). Donuts, cider, and coffee provided. We can only guarantee
pumpkins for those that preregister! Go here to register: https://
www.howardchristensen.org/product/10-26-pumpkin-carvingand-spooky-walk/

Kids Club

Oct. 26: from 11-noon at the Spencer Township Branch of Kent
District Library, 14960 Meddler Ave NE, Gowen, MI 49326. For
grades K-5. It’s a special time for fun, interactive programs just for
school aged kids! Join our KDL Kids Club program for autumnthemed crafts, games and other activities. This Saturday’s focus is
leaf chromatography and fall crafts.

Pumpkin giveaway

Oct. 26: from 2-6 p.m. at Morley Park, 70 Cedar Street, in Cedar
Springs. The 2019 Pumpkin Giveaway, hosted by the Green Family
& Friends and the Cedar Springs Area Chamber of Commerce,
is for kids of all ages. There will be a costume contest, carnival
games, prizes, face painting, cupcakes, and 500 pumpkins to give
away! For more information, check out the event on Facebook at
https://www.facebook.com/events/776811189437193/.

Trunk or Treat at Courtland-Oakfield UMC

Oct. 26: Trunk or Treat outside weather permitting. Inside if it’s

cold and rainy. Saturday, October 26, from 4:30 to 6:30 pm at
Courtland-Oakfield United Methodist Church, 10295 Myers Lake
NE, Rockford. Safe, friendly and fun. We’ll also be serving a free
hot dog supper.

Trunk or Treat

Oct. 26: East Nelson Church, 9024-18 Mile NE will be having
Trunk or Treat on Saturday, October 26 from 5-7 p.m.

Teen Zone: Halloween Party

Oct. 29: 3;30-4:30 p.m., Tyrone Township Branch of Kent District
Library, 43 S Main St, Kent City, MI 49330. Teens in grades 6-12,
come celebrate Halloween at the Library on Tuesday, October 29,
from 3:30-4:30 p.m. Enter the costume contest, snack on spooky
treats and play fun games ahead of the holiday.

Family Storytime

Oct. 30: from 10-11 a.m. at the Spencer Township Branch of Kent
District Library, 14960 Meddler Ave NE, Gowen, MI 49326. For
children 0 to 6 years old with a parent or caregiver. Dress up in a
costume this week and read and sing together as a family. Enjoy
autumn and Halloween stories, music, movement and rhymes that
develop early literacy skills.

Trick or treating in downtown Cedar
Springs

Oct. 31: Businesses on and just off Main Street will be open
for trick or treating on October 31 from 5 p.m.-6:30 p.m. Local
businesses will be handing out candy and there will be police
on duty to assist with crossing Main Street. Residential trick or
treating is from 5-8 p.m.

Halloween Hospitality Center

in the fellowship hall
Oct. 31 serving
hot
chocolate,
popcorn & treats from
4:30-6:30 pm. We hope to
see you there.

Teen Zone

Oct. 31: from 6:307:30 p.m. at the Spencer Township Branch of Kent District
Library, 14960 Meddler Ave NE, Gowen, MI 49326. For tweens
and teens. Wear your costume for teen-only fun for you and your
friends at the library! Stop by for Halloween activities, games,
food and more!

Trunk or Treat at The Springs Church

Oct. 31: Join us for our annual Trunk or Treat at The Springs
Church, 135 N. Grant Street, from 6-8 p.m. on Halloween night.
Our aim is to provide a safe and fun alternative to Halloween for
people of all ages. Everyone is welcome!

Trick or treat at Metron

Oct. 31: Metron of Cedar Springs, 400 Jeffrey Street, Cedar
Springs, will be open for community treating from 6-8 p.m. Just
come to the main entrance. Also accepting donations of candy. If
donating, please drop off by October 30.

No trunks, just treats at Resurrection
Lutheran

Oct. 31: Stop in to Resurrection Lutheran on Thursday, October
31, from 6-8 p.m. There you will find No Trunks, Just Treats! The
church is located at 180 Northland Dr., Sand Lake from 6-8 p.m.

October 31: Warm up and rest station at the Cedar Springs United
Methodist Church, 140 S. Main St. Cedar Springs. We will be

A Creative Twist on Halloween Carvings
W

FAMILY FEATURES

hen it comes to Halloween, carving the same pumpkin
designs each year can become routine. This year, save
a pumpkin and carve your spooky masterpiece into a
watermelon instead.
Nutrient-rich watermelon can be a healthy alternative to other
sweet treats full of added sugar during Halloween festivities
as it’s a source of vitamins A and C as well as the antioxidant
lycopene and the amino acid citrulline.
Because they are made up of 92% water, watermelons can
be an effective way to stay hydrated during trick-or-treating,
and creations like a Mummy or Jack O’Melon can help satisfy
sweet cravings while keeping friends and family members
frightfully delighted.
To get started, consider these carving tips and tricks:

Mummy
Supplies and Tools:
Watermelon
Cutting board
Kitchen knife
Dry-erase marker
Paring knife
Melon baller
Scoop
Vegetable peeler
Cheesecloth or gauze
Straight pin (optional)
Battery-operated candle or light
Small bowl
Blueberries or bloody candy eyes

n
n
n

n
n

To make cutting and slicing easier, the watermelon should
be at room temperate when carving.
Cut a small, thin, flat piece from the bottom of the
watermelon to provide a stable base for carving.
Draw the design on the watermelon rind with a dry-erase
marker before cutting. If you make a mistake, this can
make it easier to wipe off.
Use a sharp knife with a pointed tip for easier, cleaner cuts.
Consider a paring knife with a smaller tip for ease of detail.
Blend scraps of watermelon that are too messy for dicing
or slicing to create an easy juice.

For more watermelon carving ideas, visit watermelon.org.

Toothpicks, pins or glue
Wash watermelon under cool running
water and pat dry.
On cutting board, place watermelon
on its side and use kitchen knife to cut
off 1/4-1/2-inch of rind from bottom to
provide sturdy base, being careful not
to cut too deep into white part of rind.
Cut 1-2 inches from stem end to create
opening for bowl to be added.
Using dry-erase marker, draw eyes,
nose and mouth, along with wavy slits
around carving. Use paring knife to cut
them out, being sure to cut through to red
flesh to let more light flow through.

Use melon baller to hollow out inside of
watermelon. Reserve watermelon balls. Use
scoop to remove remaining watermelon.
Using vegetable peeler, remove green
skin off outside of watermelon, similar to
peeling cucumber.
Wrap thin strips cheesecloth or gauze
around mummy carving and secure with
straight pin, if needed.
Place battery-operated candle or light
inside carving and fit small bowl into
top of carving. Trim away excess rind to
make bowl fit securely.
Fill bowl with melon balls. Attach
candy eyes or blueberries using toothpicks, pins or glue.

Jack O'Melon
Supplies and Tools:
Knife
Round watermelon
Melon baller
Dry-erase marker
Toothpicks (optional)
Battery-operated light
Using knife, cut thin slice from
bottom of watermelon to provide
stable base.
Cut circular piece of rind from top
of watermelon big enough to reach
into and remove flesh. Carefully
remove top section and reserve for use
as “lid.”

Remove flesh from inside
watermelon using melon baller,
reserving melon balls for snacking.
Hollow out remaining watermelon
flesh and use blender to juice scraps
and excess juice.
Using dry-erase marker, draw
outlines of eyes, nose, mouth, hair,
ears and other features on side of
watermelon. If mistake is made with
marker, wipe off using paper towel to
start over. Following outlines, carve
features into watermelon and remove
excess rind.
Safe, battery-operated light can be
firmly placed inside watermelon to
provide haunting glow.
Place circular piece of rind back on
top of watermelon.
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Cedar Springs earns share of Serbenta to wrestle
for Old Dominion
conference championship
Cedar
Springs’
Da’montae
Barnett runs with the
ball. He was one
of several Red
Hawks to score
touchdowns
in
the 64-6 win over
Ottawa Hills. Photo by Rob and Kelly
Lalone.

By Judy Reed
The Cedar Springs Red
Hawks varsity football team
clinched at least a share of
the OK-White conference
championship with their win
over Ottawa Hills last Friday
night 64-6, and could be sole
champions with a win over
Forest Hill Northern this
coming Friday.
It was homecoming night

last Friday when Cedar
Springs took on Ottawa Hills
at Red Hawk Stadium. The
Bengals came into the game
with only one win, but the
Red Hawks didn’t let their
guard down. They stilled
played like champs, scoring
nine times during the game,
while Ottawa Hills scored
once. The two teams seemed
to enjoy playing each other,
despite the difference in the

score, and only a handful of
fans there to support the Bengals. Cedar Springs fans took
up that cause and cheered for
the Bengals when they made
a good play as well.
“We executed well in all
three phases of the game,
and there was no let down by
our players against a one-win
team,” noted Cedar Springs
Coach Gus Kapolka. “It was
unfortunate that Ottawa Hills

The Athletic Hall of
Fame forms ready
We, the Athletic Leadership Council of Cedar
Springs
High
School,
would like to highlight our
school’s Athletic Hall of
Fame, which was orchestrated to recognize the outstanding athletes, coaches,
and administrators who
help establish pride and
success in our athletic programs.
Fellow students from
our council have created a

form that can be found on
our Cedar Springs Public
Schools website at http://
www.csredhawks.org/Athletics/Hall-of-Fame/index.
html. Just scroll down the
page to find it.
We ask the community to
contribute nominations by
December 6, 2019. Winners
will be invited to make an
appearance during one of
our home basketball games
this winter. Those individu-

als will also be recognized
in our Hall of Fame design
process that will be located in the main hallway of
our high school. To nominate you must follow the
requirements listed in the
form and construct a brief
statement about the chosen
athlete, coach, administrator, or volunteer.
We hope to see many
nominations from our Red
Hawk community.

“We Love to See YOU SMILE!”
Dr. Andy Setaputri

W E L C O M I N G N E W PAT I E N T S !

WE PROVIDE COMPLETE DENTAL CARE FOR ADULTS AND KIDS.
·
·
·
·
·

CLEANINGS
COSMETIC DENTISTRY
TOOTH WHITENING
INVISALIGN
TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS

IMPLANT RESTORATIONS
CROWNS/BRIDGES/DENTURES
ROOT CANALS
EXTRACTIONS
EMERGENCY SERVICE

·
·
·
·
·

We accept most dental insurances including Delta Dental traditional and PPO plans.*
* Contact our office to verify acceptance of your plan.

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY- THURSDAY 8AM-5PM
OPEN FRIDAYS 8AM-1PM
20 E CHURCH ST NE, CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319

616-696-9420

www.micedardental.com

didn’t have a big turn out, but
their kids played hard with
great sportsmanship as did
our guys.”
Starting out the scoring for
the Red Hawks was Nathan
Elliston on a pass from quarterback Jeremy Campione;
Ben Shaw had three touchdowns, including a kickoff
return from the CS 25 yard
line; Da’Montae Barnett, Jeff
EARNS - continues on page 13

On October 8, Cedar Springs senior wrestler Sage Serbenta signed to attend Old Dominion University next year
in Norfolk, Virginia to continue his athletic career. Sage
was the Division 2 State Champion last year for Cedar
Springs in the 189 lbs weight class. Sage is pictured here
with his parents Deanna and Craig on his signing day.

Volleyball takes second at
Sparta invitational
Cedar Springs Varsity Volleyball (17-19-3
overall and 3-6 in conference) had a full week
of competition last week. The Lady Red Hawks
took second place at the Sparta Invite on Saturday, October 19, falling in the Gold Bracket
finals to host Sparta 15-25 and 21-25. The team
played strong the entire day beating Holland
25-18, 27-26; tying Fremont 25-13, 16-25 and
defeating Allendale 25-17, 25-10 in pool play.
In the Gold quarterfinals, the Red Hawks beat
Tri County in two (25-19, 25-22). Gold Bracket
semi finals versus Greenville delivered a Red
Hawk sweep victory 25-18 and 25-19.
Senior Grace Pavelka dominated the service
line all day with 19 aces and 42 service points,
while also adding a team high 39 kills. Setter
Madison Outwin had 71 assists, 30 service
points and 5 blocks. Libero/Outside Hitter Kyla
Andres held the defense with the leading digs
at 46 and serve receptions at 64. Junior Middle

blocker Arianna Rau guarded the net with the
team high 11 blocks. Kaylie Andres recorded
19 kills and 18 digs, Cassidy Canfield added 8
kills and 5 blocks. Grace Wilcox contributed 14
kills and 28 digs while Elizabeth Fettig touted
18 digs and 31 serve receptions. Also putting up
blocks were Alyssa Detweiler and Kalli Green
with 6 and 5. Nicole Baker had 8 assists and 3
blocks.
Earlier in the week, Cedar Springs volleyball
hosted Forest Hills Central (Oct. 15). Varsity
lost 0-3, JV lost 25-20, 17-25 and 13-15 while
freshman also recorded an 0-2 loss.
Varsity hosts Greenville and Ottawa Hills in a
conference triangular on Thursday, October 24
beginning 4:45 p.m., then travels to Hesperia
on Saturday, October 26 for tournament action
at 9:00 a.m. JV continues conference action
at Greenville on the 24th to compete against
Greenville and Ottawa Hills at 4:45 p.m.

Trust your car insurance
with a company named
for those it serves.
THE BEST LOCAL

GEBHARDT
INSURANCE
INSURANCE
AGENCY
CEDAR
SPRINGS
• 616-696-9440
CITY
• 000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com
www.gebhardtins.com
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Red Hawk girls still working hard

The lady Red Hawks at the start of their conference meet at Riverside Park. Courtesy photo.

Despite muddy, cold, and
windy conditions, several
lady Red Hawks ran personal or season best times when
they ran at Riverside Park on
October 16 for the OK White
Conference Championship
meet. They finished 5th out
of six teams.
Leading the girls was freshman Danika Fessenden (19th,
21:31). Next was Molly Bentley (33rd, 22:32) and Tonya
Tepin (35th, 22:37) who ran
their personal best and season
best respectively. Next across

the finish line was Isabel
VanDusen (40th, 22:43), Lily
Howland (51st , 23:10), Larissa McGrath (52nd, 23:17),
Paige Marsman (54th, 23:21),
Alexis Wood (60th, 23:53),
Jade Yowtz (65th, 24:02),
and Madison Golliver (70th,
24:34). Lauren Lett ran her
season best finishing 72nd
with a time of 24:47. Cloe
Shoffner placed 73rd (24:48),
Marjorie Hosking placed
86th (26:00), Isabella Smith
placed 97th (28:07), and Rachel Gallup placed 101st and

ran a season best at 29:39.
Ally Ladd, who is currently injured, received All Conference Honorable Mention
honors with freshman Danika
Fessenden missing it by just
2 points.
“The girls performed very
well I thought,” said Coach
Melinda Stressman. “Each
one had a game plan and set
out to do the task they were
shooting for. The course is
usually fast but with the extra
rain it definitely made it hard
for huge PRs; however, our

goal was placing, not worrying about times. We held off
a strong field. Our conference
is competitive so it is exciting to watch the girls really
dig in and see what they can
do. Overall, placing-wise we
fell a little short but we still
managed ourselves and made
great progress.”
The JV girls traveled to
Chippewa Hills where they
competed in the Late Season
Warrior Invitational on October 19. The team had many
GIRLS - continues on page 13

season. The final open tryout
has been scheduled for Sunday, October 27 from 1:00
pm to 3:30 pm and will be
held at Douglas Walker Park
(1195 84th Street SW, Byron
Center, MI 49315).
There is no cost to attend
tryouts and no prior experi-

ence is necessary. All positions are open. Any female
athlete that has a passion for
the sport of football and has
ever wanted to play is encouraged to attend tryouts. A
desire to learn the game and
to work hard are the only prerequisites; the coaching staff

will teach new players everything they need to know.
A successful football team
requires players of all body
types, shapes, and sizes.
Additional
information
may be found on the team
website at www.tidalwavesfootball.com.

Women’s tackle football final
tryouts
2020 Season

The Grand Rapids Tidal
Waves women’s tackle football team is actively seeking
new players for their 2020

121 W Washington St. | Corner of M-57 & M-91
DOWNTOWN GREENVILLE

616-754-7195

1-800-557-7171

Car Rentals • Van Rentals • Full Repair Facility

raywinnieautosales.com

2010 FORD EXPLORER XLT
4.6L V-8, 4X4, 3RD
ROW, REAR AIR,
BLUETOOTH,
PWR SEAT,
TOW PKG

7,495

9,995

$

2012 FORD ESCAPE XLT
ONLY 30K MILES!
4X4, V-6, PWR
SEAT, BLUETOOTH, ALLOYS,
CLEAN!

2011 LINCOLN MKT

2012 FORD ESCAPE XLT
59K MILES, PWR
SEAT, PL’S &
PW’S, CRUISE,
CD, ALLOYS,
1-OWNER

$

ALL WHEEL DRIVE,
3RD ROW, PWR
MOON, NAV,
HTD LEATHER,
NICE!

10,995

$

2015 CHRYSLER TOWN &
COUNTRY S
68K MILES, DUAL
DVD’S, NAVIGATION, BACKUP
CAMERA, SHARP!

16,495

2013 GMC SIERRA
2500 HD
4X4, 6.0L V-8,

104K MILES,
AUTO, LONGBOX,
WORK TRUCK,
TOW PKG

12,495

$

$

2016 CHEVY TRAVERSE LT2

2013 JEEP WRANGLER
4X4, AUTO,
UNLIMITED SAHARA
BOTH HARD

2015 GMC CANYON
4X4, 65K MILES,
CREW CAB
DUAL PWR

$

ALL WHEEL
DRIVE, V-6, 72K
MILES, HEATED
CLOTH, BACKUP
CAMERA

19,995

$
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& SOFT TOPS,
LOADED, TOW
PKG, SAVE!

20,995

$

19,995

HEATED SEATS,
ALL-TERRAIN
PKG, SHARP

23,995

$

HOURS: MON. 9a.m.-7p.m. • TUES.-FRI. 9a.m.-6p.m. • SATURDAYS 9a.m.-2p.m.

Champions
...continued from front page

held at Chippewa Hills on October 19. The team finished in
3rd place against eight varsity teams and were just 4 points
off from snagging a trophy from those varsity squads.
Gabe White crushed the race finishing 3rd in a time
of 17:41 earning himself a new lifetime personal best.
Cayden Steinebach also earned a new lifetime PR of 18:05
and finished 13th. Next were Espen Wood (15th, 18:13)
and Clayton Akerman (19th,18:29). Ben Mallory hit yet
another personal best finishing 22nd in a time of 18:45.
Eli Malon was only a few seconds off his lifetime PR running an 18:49 and finishing 23rd. Caleb Menefee (24th)
and Justin Voskuil (26th) broke their way into the 18s both
earning lifetime personal bests with times of 18:53 and
18:59 respectively. Gabe Minnich placed 36th (20:09),
Connor Skelonc (47th) 20:38, Jonathan Reed (62nd) 22:25,
and Matthew McQueen (64th) 22:45) rounded out the Red
Hawks.
“This is one of the toughest courses we see all season. In
the last meet for our JV boys, they were determined to finish the season on a high note. We saw many PRs and some
of the best races I’ve seen from them all year. We bested
many strong varsity teams today as well which is always
a highlight for a JV squad. This was only the beginning
for this talented young group and the future of CSXC is
bright,” said Coach Jones.
The team will travel to Benzie Central High School on
Saturday, October 26, to compete in the Division 1, Region
1, regional meet.

CEDAR SPRINGS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS

Athletes
of the Month

AUGUST/SEPTEMBER
Boys XC

Daniel Vermulm- Senior
2 time team captain,
1 time all conference
(track), 1 time all
conference
honorable
mention (XC), 1 time all
state (track)
Dan is an extremely
goal-orientated student
athlete. As our team
captain for the 2nd
straight year, he has
proven to be a level
headed leader but is not afraid to speak up when
needed. He is in the middle of a well-deserved breakout season, and his presence as an athlete and leader
will be missed in the coming years.

Tennis
Ethan Plummer-Senior
Ethan plays Number 1
Singles for the Redhawks.
This is the toughest
position on the team.
He is a courageous
competitor and has
played extremely well this
season. He is an excellent
student,
dependable
and gives 100% on and
off the court. Plus, he is
always joking around! I’m glad I get to have him on
the team another year!
Athletes of the Month is brought to you by:

Metron of Cedar Springs
400 Jeffrey Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-0170

www.metronhealth.com
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Bat Week, Oct. 24-31, a great
time to explore bat benefits

Whether people find bats
cold weather.
spooky or spectacular—or
The DNR has been workboth—there’s no denying
ing with several researchers
that these amazing mamon different methods to lessen
mals are an important part of
the effects of white-nose synthe Michigan landscape. Bat
drome and protect many of
Week, Oct. 24-31, an interthe state’s hibernacula placnational annual celebration
es like caves or mines where
designed to raise awareness
bats seek shelter for winter
about the need for bat conserhibernation.
vation, is the perfect time to
Residents can give bats a
examine their many contribuboost, too, by conserving bat
tions.
habitat (like forested areas
Michigan is home to nine
near water), erecting a bat
different bat species. These
house, respecting mine cloinsectivores eat many insect
sures and following deconpests, such as beetles, moths
tamination guidelines to reand flies. Michigan’s bats are
duce the spread of white-nose
nocturnal, meaning they are
syndrome.
active at night, busily conBats, like all wild animals,
suming tons of insects, which
should be treated with respect
provides nontoxic pest conand left alone. However, in
trol for agricultural crops.
situations where a bat has
Despite their benefits, bats
been in close contact with
are in decline nearly every- Close-up view of a bat at the Tippy Dam bat hibernaculum in people, it’s best to safely
where they are found.
Brethren, Michigan. Learn more about this important wildlife confine the bat, if possible,
In 2014, white-nose syn- species at Michigan.gov/Bats or the international Bat Week and contact the local health
drome, a deadly disease af- celebration Oct. 24-31 at BatWeek.org.
department to determine if
fecting North American bats
the bat should be tested for
primarily during hibernation, was confirmed in Michigan. rabies. Learn more at Michigan.gov/Rabies.
Infected bats prematurely awaken from hibernation, rapidly
Explore more bat resources and information at Michigan.
deplete their fat reserves and are unable to survive the winter. gov/Bats.
Bats with this syndrome often exhibit unusual behavior, like
Questions? Contact the DNR Wildlife Division, 517-284flying during daylight hours or gathering outside of caves in 9453.

Lake Michigan to get nearly
30% more chinook salmon
Starting next year, Michigan plans
to increase chinook salmon stocking by 150,000, increasing the total
statewide stocking from 504,000
to 654,000 fish. This move is in response to a recent recommendation
of the Lake Michigan Citizens Fishery Advisory Committee to boost
lakewide stocking levels.
“The Lake Michigan predator and
prey balance has improved in recent
years,” said Jay Wesley, the DNR’s
Lake Michigan Basin coordinator.
“The size of the salmon has also
improved, with hundreds weighing
more than 30 pounds caught at multiple ports.”
This marks the first salmon-stocking increase in Lake Michigan since
1999. The committee has worked

continuously with stakeholders and
resource agencies around the lake to
bring balance to its ecosystem.
“Although some anglers would
prefer a larger stocking increase,
biologists are still concerned with
the uncertainty of alewife year-class
strength and how much wild reproduction of salmon to expect,” Wesley said. “Alewife are the main diet
of chinook salmon.”
The Lake Michigan Citizens
Fishery Advisory Committee and
the DNR will continue to monitor
Lake Michigan conditions and adjust stocking accordingly to sustain
a healthy, diverse salmon and trout
fishery. Visit Michigan.gov/Fishing
to learn more about how the DNR
manages the state’s fisheries.

Kelly’s Accepts Deer From

ALL COUNTIES

in the State of Michigan

A man fishing for chinook salmon on Lake Michigan in 2018
clearly is pleased with his catch! Anglers will get more opportunity to fish for this species in 2020, when the Michigan
DNR ups the chinook stocking numbers by nearly 30 percent—
jumping from just over 500,000 fish to 654,000 next year.

169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT

616-887-8661

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Bird and Insect
Reductions
An article in last week’s Rockford
Squire stated there has been a massive reduction in bird populations
since 1970. We have witnessed a 25
percent reduction for most bird populations. Studies indicate insect populations have declined by 46 since
1976. The bird study stated the larg- Ranger Steve Mueller
est factor causing declines is likely
widespread loss and degradation of habitat due to agricultural
intensification and urbanization.
It avoided stating the continuous growth of the human population from 3 billion to more than 7 billion since 1970 drives
agricultural intensification and urbanization. Increasing human
numbers drive increased agricultural use of land and the elimination of critical habitat essential for other life forms to survive.
I previously wrote we could reduce the human population by
40 percent by waiting to bear children until we are about 33
years old. That would result in three generations being alive at
once instead of five generations when we start families at age
20. That strategy does not include other population control
methods.
My sister-in-law finds it humorous that I advocate having two
child families because I am a third child. If we use modern science to extend lives, we should also use acceptable methods that
result in smaller family sizes to prevent excessive population
growth. There was a time when families having 7 kids lost many
before they reached adulthood. With vaccines and other life prolonging procedures, most of our children survive. That is good.
The drawback is that we have not adjusted our procreation behavior to limit family size.
My sister-in-law also finds it interesting that I question whether I should be kept alive. Without modern medicine, it is likely
I would have died by age 50 from multiple myeloma cancer.
When diagnosed with the cancer at age 47, survival statistics
indicated one to three years survival. I am now working on surviving year 22 with weekly cancer control advances. If we do
not limit family size that pushes other life forms off the planet,
should medicines be used to keep me alive? Balancing natality
and mortality is important.
I am pleased to live to help other life forms. I tithe about 85
percent of Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary to enhance biodiversity
to help insects, birds, plants, and a multitude of life. Groomed
lawns do not support a large variety life. The yard around our
home supports wildflowers and I mow infrequently to enhance
biodiversity.
I frequently encourage nature niche readers to reduce lawns
and maximize native plants that support insect populations so
they can recover from the 46 percent reduction since I was 20
years old. Increased insect populations are essential for helping
bird species recoup their population numbers. Such activities
are economically, socially, and environmentally sustainable best
practices that protect future human generations.
President Trump gutting the Clean Water, Clear Air, and Endangered Species Acts is partly an effort to make it easier to
eliminate natural habitats for human use. It makes sense if the
goal is to continue to increase the human population for a short
period rather than support a smaller sustainable population for
thousands of years.
I have a relative that thinks humans will not survive more
than another 50 years. I think he is wrong. I encourage people
to live in a manner that will support our species survival for tens
of thousands of years. That demands “Creation Care” to maintain other life forms that ensure healthy ecosystems support our
needs.
I advocate a minimum of ten percent of all habitats be preserved as wilderness to allow species to maintain healthy populations and continue their vital functions. A way we can set aside
10 percent of all habitats to maintain global biodiversity is to
limit our population size. Resource utilization is a function of
population size.
The fundamental question is, should I be kept alive or let
the cancer take me if we are not willing to limit our population
growth? Such questions and discussions are side stepped in articles like printed in last week’s Squire about bird population
size reductions. Act now to return portions of our yards to native
species.
Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody
Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar Springs,
MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.
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Not all women with early-stage breast cancer
benefit from chemo
(BPT) - As a commercial airline pilot with nearly 30 years
of experience, Diane Sandoval, 50, is no stranger to making
difficult decisions. However, she faced one of her toughest
challenges not in the skies, but when she discovered a small
lump in her left breast during a self-examination. Her worst
fear was confirmed after a visit to her doctor when she was
diagnosed with early-stage breast cancer.
Following an inconclusive mammogram and ultrasound,
Sandoval learned she had several small tumors. She underwent a mastectomy to remove the tumors followed by
breast reconstruction, putting her piloting career on pause.
The next big question was whether she should receive
chemotherapy or not. Her physician recommended a genomic test - the Oncotype DX Breast Recurrence Score
test. This tool has been proven to determine whether chemotherapy will be beneficial for individuals recently diagnosed with early-stage breast cancer. The test provides
a personalized score based on the biology of the patient’s
tumor that can help tailor treatment decisions for their individual cancer. Recent results from the largest breast cancer
study ever conducted, called TAILORx, confirmed that the
test clearly identified the 70 percent of women with early-stage breast cancer who receive no benefit from chemotherapy, as well as the remaining 30 percent of women for
whom chemotherapy can be life-saving.
Sandoval is one of the nearly 1 million women who has
put chemotherapy to the test with this genomic test. Her
score confirmed that her risk of experiencing a breast cancer recurrence was low and she would not benefit from
chemotherapy. As a result, she felt confident that she could
forgo chemotherapy and its associated side effects. Subsequently, she was able to resume her career as a pilot and her
active lifestyle.
She recently joined a campaign called “Put Chemo to the
Test” to raise awareness of the Oncotype DX test and encourage women recently diagnosed with early-stage breast

cancer to ask
their doctor to
order it before
finalizing their
treatment plan.
“I hope to
help
women
with early-stage
breast
cancer
better
understand their treatment options by
raising awareness of this
test and how it
can determine
whether
they
are part of the
majority of patients who may
be spared chemotherapy and its well-known side effects or are among the
important minority of patients who could receive life-saving benefit from chemotherapy,” said Sandoval.
One in eight U.S. women will develop invasive breast
cancer in their lifetime. The treatment of invasive breast
cancer should be personalized because what is best for one
woman may not be right for another. If you have breast
cancer, it’s important to take an active role in your health
by learning about your available treatment options. An ongoing, collaborative discussion with your doctor is key in
determining what treatment option best fits your individual
needs. Below are a few questions to ask your doctor:
* What stage is my breast cancer and what are the chances of my cancer recurring (coming back) after surgery?
* Can you order the Oncotype DX test to determine if I

will benefit from chemotherapy?
* What are my treatment options? What do you suggest
for me and why?
* What are the benefits of each treatment option? What
are the drawbacks/side effects of each one?
Breast cancer patients and caregivers can visit ChemoYesorNo.org to download the full physician discussion guide
and learn more about the test.
“I want women who were recently diagnosed with early-stage breast cancer to know that there is no one-size-fitsall treatment approach,” said Sandoval. “The test gave me
the confidence I needed to forgo chemotherapy, which has
allowed me to continue to enjoy my life with my husband.
Ask your doctor to order this genomic test before finalizing
your treatment plan.”

New work requirements for Healthy Michigan Plan
LANSING, Mich. – The Michigan Department of Health
and Human Services (MDHHS) is taking additional steps
in its efforts to preserve coverage for Healthy Michigan
Plan beneficiaries by launching regional forums regarding
the upcoming work requirements. The meetings begin Oct.
21 and will be held at locations around the state. The goals
of the regional forums are increasing awareness about new
work requirements for the Healthy Michigan Plan and preparing beneficiaries to meet the new requirements.
MDHHS is implementing the new work requirements to
comply with legislation approved in 2018. Beginning on
Jan. 1, 2020, Healthy Michigan Plan beneficiaries will be
required to report 80 hours of work or other activities, such
as job searches, to MDHHS each month.
Healthy Michigan Plan beneficiaries can be excused from
the requirements in some circumstances. Healthy Michigan
Plan beneficiaries who are not excused from the requirements and fail to report may lose their health care coverage.
More than 640,000 Michiganders have coverage under
the Healthy Michigan Plan, the state’s expanded Medicaid
program that began in 2014.
“While Gov. Whitmer has made it clear that this administration does not support the new law, MDHHS needs to do
everything we can to make sure that beneficiaries are aware

of these new requirements so they can maintain their health
care coverage,” Kate Massey, senior deputy director for
MDHHS’s Medical Services Administration. “The Healthy
Michigan Plan has been a great success—providing health
care coverage to many more Michiganders, reducing enrollees’ reliance on the emergency room by 58 percent, cutting uncompensated care by nearly 50 percent, and adding
$2.3 billion to the state’s economy.”
MDHHS will conduct forums in the following locations
in West Michigan:
• Kalamazoo: Nov. 5, 2-3:30 p.m., Family Health Center,
505 E. Alcott St.
• Grand Rapids: Nov. 6, 10-11:30 a.m., Eberhard Conference Center, Grand Valley State University, 301 W. Fulton
St.
• Muskegon: Nov. 6, 2-3:30 p.m., Stevenson Room,
Muskegon Community College, 211 Quarterline Road.
MDHHS is encouraging attendees to register for the forums so the department can ensure that sufficient space and
printed materials are available for participants. Register and
find more information about the Healthy Michigan Plan
and work requirements by visiting HealthyMichiganPlan.
org and clicking the Changes Coming in 2020 tab.
In addition to informing beneficiaries, the forums will

help MDHHS further collaborate with community partners and navigators to better coordinate efforts to preserve
health care coverage for Healthy Michigan Plan enrollees.
The department has been conducting outreach to beneficiaries, providers, health plans, and other community organizations over the last year to inform stakeholders about
the new requirements. MDHHS is expanding these efforts
through the regional forums to prepare beneficiaries to meet
the new requirements. Beneficiaries, health care providers,
health plans, community organizations and the general public are invited to participate in these forums.
MDHHS also has issued proposed policy to implement
the new work requirements for public comment. As part of
this proposed policy, MDHHS is updating its policy and
operational processes related to the Section 1115 Demonstration Waiver Amendment for Michigan that was approved by the federal government.
The public can submit comments on the proposed policy
changes until Nov. 6.
To review the policy and for instructions on how to submit comments, visit the Proposed Medicaid Changes page
on the MDHHS website and select the notice for Healthy
Michigan Plan Updates 1926-HMP.
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Post Scripts We need regular ways to hold

No Halloween party in
Sand Lake

On behalf of the Sand Lake Fire Department, we regret to inform you that we will not be able to host the
annual Halloween Party this year due to personal commitments. We hope that in the future this event may resume. Thank you to all of those that have volunteered,
participated and donated to this event in the past. We
apologize for the inconvenience.
Sincerely,
The Sand Lake Fire Department

School proposal will triple
our debt
On Nov 5 we will be voting on a school bond proposal that will increase our property taxes. We are already
nearly $40 million in debt from previous school bonds.
It will take until 2032 to pay off this existing debt. The
proposal we are voting on would TRIPLE that debt (to
over $120 million), increase the tax for debt service by
12.8% (to 7.9 mills) and take until 2053 to pay for. It is
the 4th most expensive of 57 bond issues across Michigan being voted on Nov 5. This proposal is financially
reckless, irresponsible, and totally insane!
This would be very expensive for property owners.
The cost, over the life of the bonds, would be between
$15,000 and $22,000 for the owner of a typical $150,000
home ($75,000 taxable value). Don’t be fooled by the deceptive and misleading $45 a year numbers in the glossy
brochures. If this proposal passes, our school taxes will
be higher than Rockford! It is truly shameful that school
officials don’t care about all the people that will be hurt
by higher taxes.
Capacity issues are cited as a reason this proposal is
needed. Yet the increase in student enrollment has been
very small (only about 5 percent since 2002). This certainly doesn’t justify the massive spending this proposal
calls for. If anything is going to be built, a 9th grade wing
on the Middle School would make far more sense than a
costly new 8th/9th grade building.
In 2012 voters approved a Sinking Fund tax for ongoing maintenance at the schools. Yet this bond proposal
is loaded with maintenance and renovation spending.
Where has the sinking fund money gone and how has it
been misused?
Abandoning Hilltop and tearing down most of Beach
Elementary is ridiculous. These buildings underwent
renovations from previous bonds and that cost isn’t even
fully paid for yet.
Students will graduate in a few years and shouldn’t
then have to face decades of burdensome tax debt. They
would be far better served by your putting more money
into their college funds than by paying perpetually higher property taxes to the money-sucking schools. Please
do yourself, your kids, and your grandkids a favor by
voting NO on Nov 5.
Daniel Davis, Courtland Township

School bond proposal vague on
how money will be spent
I received my absentee ballot two days ago. The bond
asks for $81 million but the plan for the money (on the
ballot) is very vague. Case in point: the third bullet state-

presidents accountable

“

By Lee H. Hamilton, former U.S. representative

“I ask how and why this decision
was reached,” Utah Sen. Mitt Romney
said in the Senate recently. He was calling for an investigation into President
Trump’s decision to pull US forces out
of Syria. “Are we so weak and so inept
diplomatically that Turkey forced the
hand of the United States of America?”
A good question, but if the Senate does launch an investigation, do you imagine Romney will get even close to posing it directly to the President? I didn’t think so.
We have a presidential accountability problem that has
significantly worsened over the years. We’re losing the
ability to call presidents to account on a regular basis for
their actions and the way they fulfill the responsibilities of
office. Sure, we have the big guns: elections and impeachment. But these are drastic steps, hard to employ and infrequently available.
What I’m talking about is a way for knowledgeable people to step beyond the White House’s control of presidential
appearances, ask tough questions, and get real answers so
that the American people can judge the President’s actions
and reasoning.
When Franklin Roosevelt was president, the press corps
had plenty of opportunities to hold his feet to the fire.
When more formal press conferences took hold, they were
frequent and generally free-wheeling affairs. Americans
learned a great deal both about the men who inhabited the
Oval Office and their thinking. Over time, however, press
conferences became infrequent, stage-managed performances.
So how do we get the President to outline the thinking
behind a policy? Or go into details on what led to a given
decision? When Congress is working properly it can hold
presidents and their administrations accountable through
hearings, probes, and formal investigations. These are vital,
but they don’t offer a regular chance to hear a president
explain what’s going on.
Simply put, that’s what we should be doing: Presidents
should have to answer questions regularly about their
thinking and their policies, put to them by people who
know enough to dig deep. In a representative democracy,
that’s how we citizens can judge whether our chief elected
leader is representing us and living up to his or her responsibilities.

ment on the ballot talks about athletic facilities. It starts out
by saying the money can go to “constructing” athletic facilities. Many types of buildings can be an “athletic facility.”
Is it a soccer field, an indoor pool, a stadium? Remember
it is what is on the ballot that will limit them for the next
30 years. What the current leadership tells you in the town
halls is not legally binding—what is on the ballot is! Labeling something an “Athletic Facility” can mean a soccer
field, or a stadium the size of Michigan’s “Big House,” an
indoor pool—they get to decide. As a voter I want to decide
but that is not the way the ballot is written. It is not just the
third bullet down. The entire ballot is written very broad.
Looking at it, it feels like we are giving the school 30 years’
worth of money and authority for them to “fill in the blank”
with what they want to do with it.

“What I’m talking about
is a way for knowledgeable
people to step beyond the White
House’s control of presidential appearances, ask tough questions, and
get real answers so that the American people can judge the President’s
actions and reasoning.”—
Lee Hamilton

“

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up
to 350 words. The subject should be relevant
to local readers, and the editor reserves the
right to reject letters or edit for clarity, length,
good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns.
All submissions MUST be accompanied by
full name, mailing address and daytime phone
number. We use this information to verify the
letter’s authenticity. We do not print anonymous letters, or acknowledge letters we do
not use. Writers are limited to one letter per
month. Email to news@cedarspringspost.
com, or send to Post Scripts, Cedar Springs
Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana University Center on Representative Government; a Distinguished
Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar School of Global and
International Studies; and a Professor of Practice at the
IU O’Neill School of Public and Environmental Affairs. He
was a member of the U.S. House of Representatives for 34
years.

Marijuana
...continued from front page

said the questions he will be asking for the public’s input
on include:
1. What types of recreational marijuana businesses/
licenses are citizens interested in having in the City?
Types include: Marijuana grower, marijuana processor,
marijuana secure transporter, marijuana retailer, marijuana
safety compliance, marijuana microbusiness, temporary
marijuana event, marijuana consumption establishment.
2. Where in the city are citizens interested in seeing
marijuana businesses? B-2 Central Business District
(Main Street from Muskegon to Maple St.); B-3 Highway
business district (Main Street from Maple to 18 Mile Rd);
HC Highway commercial (Muskegon from Advanced Auto
to US131 and White Creek Ave from Save-A-Lot to White
Creek Lumber); I-1 Industrial.
3. How many marijuana businesses should the city allow to open? The city can allow any number between zero
and unlimited for each type of business. (See number 1 for
types of businesses.)
4. What reasonable (not
“Unreasonably Impracticable”) restrictions should
the City consider requiring
of marijuana businesses in
the City?
a. 1000 feet from schools
is standard but can be increased or decreased
b. Separation between different marijuana businesses?
c. Prohibit use of the marijuana leaf symbol in signage
d. etc.
Womack said depending
on how the forum goes, he
may schedule another public
forum in December as well.

In the past when given this kind of authority, the school
has built without a plan to maintain (or enough money to
maintain) and came back to the voters for more money.
The sinking fund of 2012 is a perfect example of this. I
would encourage everyone to vote no and make the board
go back and put SPECIFIC language on the ballot for what
the money is for, and have us vote again. If you want the
bond, ok—but let’s get a specific plan with specific language on the ballot. An example would be “add an addition
of X number of rooms to Beach elementary for X amount
of dollars” not “build new facilities.” Do not give them a
blank check. Vote no and ask them to give us a better plan.
Charlie Towns
City of Cedar Springs

Thursday, October 24, 2019

Earns

...continued from page 9

...continued from page 8

Clark, Nathan Male, and Kaden Schmid also
had touchdowns for the Red Hawks. Kicker
Owen Sweezer also kicked a 35-yard field
goal.
Ottawa Hills scored their lone touchdown
on a 3-yard run by Scharal Horton.
The Red Hawks had 298 yards rushing,
and 37 yards passing. Defensively, Brennan
Porter recovered three fumbles, and Wyatt
Mesler intercepted a pass.
The Red Hawks (5-0 in conference, 7-1
overall) will take on the Huskies (2-3 in conference, 3-5 overall) at 7 p.m. Friday at Forest
Hills in the last regular season game.
What does Coach Kapolka say they will
have to do to defeat FHN and secure the OKWhite championship for themselves?
“We have to continue to execute well , especially on defense because FHN has a dynamic QB and a lot a athletic skill position
players for us to contain,” he explained.
Head on out to Forest Hills Northern Friday
and cheer on your Red Hawks! And don’t forget that Sunday, October 27 is MHSAA selection Sunday, when we will find out who Cedar
Springs plays in the first round of the playoffs.
MHSAA will live stream it at https://www.
foxsports.com/detroit/story/live-stream-mhsaa-selection-sunday-show-102219 and it
will play on Fox Sports Detroit Plus.

LEGAL NOTICES

Girls
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personal and season bests. Cedar Springs finished seventh out of eight teams.
“I was beyond impressed with our girls’
JV team!” remarked Stressman. “This was
their last official meet of the season and there
were lifetime and seasonal PRs. This course
is not that fast either but because most teams
ran their varsity squad, they competed with
a pretty good field of teams. We finished 7th
overall and that is really great considering we
only had our JV squad of six ladies competing,” she added.
Leading the JV girls was Jade Yowtz who
ran a smart and strong race. She landed her
lifetime personal best by 16 seconds with a
time of 23:13, placing 26th. Cloe Shoffner
looked strong and focused and finished 31st
running her lifetime personal best in a time
of 23:52. Maddie Golliver ran hard and finished 38th (24:33). Marjorie Hosking placed
56th (27:36) and helped pull teammate Rachel Gallup along who ran her season best
in a time of 27:52 (60th). Isabella Smith ran
diligently throughout the race and placed 61st
in a time of 28:55.
“Again, these ladies had a great season.
There was a lot of progress,” said Coach Melinda Stressman.
The lady Red Hawks will travel to Benzie
Central High School on October 26 where
they will run in regional action.
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Lori Visser

www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

EXCAVATING, INC.

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466
6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
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Your original
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yellow doors”
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866-0990

17 N. Main St.

Our low rates are worth
the call! - 696-9570

small ads
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Call for details

696-3655

www.deanexcavating.com

FLORIST PETERSON
FLOWER SHOP

"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential •Commercial

Tax &
Accounting
“Personal Attention with
Professional Knowledge”

616-696-5300
23 West Elm St.
Cedar Springs

PetersonTaxandAccounting.com

Brynadette
Powell
• Associate Broker
• Notary Public
Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.Brynadette.com

Arthur K. Eggerding
Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

PUBLIC NOTICE
TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER
County of Kent, Michigan

PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Public
Accuracy Test for the November 5, 2019
Special Election has been scheduled for
Wednesday, October 30, 2019 at 10:00 am in
the Spencer Township Office, 14960 Meddler
Ave., Gowen, MI 49326.
The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to
determine that the program and the computer
being used to tabulate the results of the
election, counts the votes in accordance with
the law.
Dated: October 24, 2019
Lisa Wright
Spencer Township

PUBLIC NOTICE

City of Cedar Springs
Fall Leaf Pickup begins
Monday, October 7th, 2019
and will continue through
Wednesday, November
20th, 2019 or until the first
heavy snowfall.
Please rake leaves as close to the curb as
possible. Please remove all trash and twigs/
sticks from leaf pile.
The DPW crew will make one complete sweep
through town
before returning to the starting point. DPW will
be making trips through town regularly during
the scheduled time for Fall Leaf Pickup.
Dated: Oct. 3, 2019

Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk
616.696.1330

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Cedar Springs Planning Commission will conduct the following public
hearing at the regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, November 12th, 2019
for the following topics:
1. PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE ZONING
ORDINANCE The zoning administrator is seeking to change certain
parcels from MU-Mixed Use zoning and change those properties to
I-1 Industrial zoning. The following is a list of MU-Mixed Use zoned
properties and their proposed new zoning designation:
a.
b.
c.
d.
e.
f.
g.
h.
i.
j.
k.
l.
m.
n.
o.
p.
q.
r.
s.
t.
u.
v.
w.

41-02-25-483-006, 107 W CHURCH ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-483-003, 112 W CHURCH ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-484-011, 104 W BEECH ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-480-010, 111 W BEECH ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-480-009, 119 W BEECH ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-480-004, 84 W ASH ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-480-001, 104 W ASH ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-477-004, 71 W ASH ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-477-002, 91 W ASH ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-477-001, 111 W ASH ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-433-004, 49 N 2ND ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-433-003, 80 W ELM ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-433-002, 10 3RD ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-433-008, 45 3RD ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-433-007, 47 3RD ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-432-001, 103 W CHERRY ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-429-003, 85 W ELM ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-429-010, 72 W MAPLE ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-429-009, 84 W MAPLE ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-428-009, 141 W CHERRY ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-428-010, 145 W CHERRY ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-476-001, 142 W CHERRY ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial
41-02-25-479-005, 157 W BEECH ST NE, change to I-1 Industrial

The Planning Commission meeting will begin at 7:00 p.m. and will be held in
the Cedar Springs City Council Chambers, 66 S. Main St., Cedar Springs, MI
49319. Persons having any questions regarding these matters are urged to
attend this meeting. If you are unable to attend the public hearing, but wish to
have your comments become a part of the official record of the meeting, or if
you have questions related to this proposal please submit them in writing to
the City Manager at manager@cityofcedarsprings.org the above address, or
contact City Hall at 616.696.1330.
Dated: October 24, 2019

Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk
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CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word

NOTICE: All real estate
advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Amendments Act
and the Michigan Civil Rights
Act, which make it illegal to
advertise “any preference,
limitation or discrimination
based on race, color, religion,
sex, national origin, handicap,
familial status, age or marital
status, or an intention to
making any such preference,
limitation or discrimination.”
Familial
Status
includes
children under the age of
18 living with parents or
legal custodians, pregnant
women and people securing
custody of children under
18. This newspaper will
not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate,
which is in violation of the law.
To report discrimination, call
the Fair Housing Center at
616-451-2980. The HUD tollfree number for the hearing
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

HOMES FOR SALE:

CEDARFIELD
55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer
Lovely
single-wide home
ONLY 2 years old!
Excellent landscaping
$43,500

13769
Primrose Lane

616-696-1100

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CRITTER

CORNER
Free: Roosters, two 5 month
old dark Brahma roosters.
Four 3 month old Easter-egger
roosters. Sand Lake. Call 616835-1277. #43
Lost: Male Siamese mixed cat.
He is neutered. He was lost on
Fruit Ridge between 18 and
19 Mile Roads on September
25th. Please call Debby or Carl
if seen, 616-675-4905 or text
231-215-2084. #42
Found: Male Siamese cat.
Beautiful lynx point with blue
eyes and very sweet. Found
Thursday, October 8th in the
area of 17 Mile and Algoma. No
microchip. Call 616-218-7067.
#42

• LOST
• FOUND
• FREE

to good
homes

Animal Ads

FREE
The POST
696-3655
are

in

AUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

ESTATE
SALE
Estate Sale: Hospital bed,
fainting couch, onyx coffee
table, baby goods, furniture, household goods,
tools, and so much more!
October 24, 25, 26 from
9 am -4:30 pm. 4001 Indian Lakes Rd., Cedar
Springs. #43p

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

HELP
WANTED

FOR RENT

FOR SALE

CRAFTS/
BAZAARS

HELP!

CEDARFIELD

Potato and Onion: $5 per
bag red, white, russet potato,
approx. 30-lb bag. Yellow,
red onion, approx. 25-lb bag.
Livestock feed potato approx.
50-lb bag. Yard stand sales
N.E. of Ravenna, MI 49451 at
the intersection of Goebel and
White Roads, 231-853-6126.
#43p

Wanted: Crafters and Vendors
for the SAND LAKE LIONS
CLUB’S
VARIETY
SALE.
Saturday, November 16th, 9
am – 3 pm at the Sand Lake
United Methodist Ed. Building.
For tables call 616-636-5425.
#42,43b

The Cedar Springs
POST is always
looking for a good
sales rep.
Join our newspaper
family in our sales
force. Full or part
time available.
Hourly and/or
commission.
For the details,
send resume w/
contact info
to sales@
cedarspringspost.
com.

SELF STORAGE
Next to Meijer

2ND MONTH
FREE
Reserve online at
cedarfieldstorage.com

616-696-1100

SERVICES
A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb

Are you looking to supplement your income with part time
work in the winter months?

ARE YOU IN-BETWEEN JOBS AND WANT
TO EARN MONEY WHILE YOU LOOK FOR A
PERMANENT POSITION?
Do you LOVE snow and being outdoors?

ARE YOU WILLING TO WORK HARD?
The Village of Sand Lake (the “Village) performs snow plowing, de-icing and basic
snow removal services throughout the Village using dump trucks, pickup trucks as
well as shovels and other mechanical devices to clear sidewalks.
Under direction of the Department of Public Works Supervisor, laborers, truck drivers
and operators in snow removal assist in pushing, shoveling and loading snow off
Village streets. Typically, work is completed during the evening hours and morning
hours, but is not limited exclusively to those hours depending on the storm and need.
This position is part-time seasonal PRN working November through April with the
potential for work in March, depending on the year (weather permitting). Working
hours depend on weather and snow removal needs.
QUALIFICATIONS:

JOB TYPES:
Part-time,
Temporary
• Must be at least 18 years old
SALARY:
• Reliable transportation to report to the
Commiserate with Experience
EXPERIENCE:
Village
Snow
Plowing: 1 year
• Valid driver’s license required
(Preferred)
• Commercial Driver’s License (CDL) Class B
WORK LOCATION:
Village
of Sand Lake, Sand
strongly preferred
Lake, Michigan
• Physically fit to perform the job functions
WORKING DAYS:
including the ability to stand, squat, bend, lift, Will vary depending on weather
Monday
and walk for long durations
Tuesday
• Previous snow removal experience
Wednesday
preferred
Thursday
Friday
• Able to communicate effectively and work in
Saturday
stressful situations
Sunday
• Ability to listen and take direction from
HOURS PER WEEK:
Varies - PRN
others
PAY FREQUENCY:
• Willingness to be a team player
Bi-weekly
THIS JOB IS:
A job for which military experienced candidates are encouraged to apply
Open to applicants who do not have a high school diploma/GED
A good fit for applicants with gaps in their resume, or who have been out of
the workforce for the past 6 months or more
A good job for someone just entering the workforce or returning to the
workforce with limited experience and education
A job for which all ages, including older job seekers, are encouraged to apply
Open to applicants who do not have a college diploma

Please submit resumes to: president@villageofsandlake.org or in
person at the Village of Sand Lake Offices, 2 E Maple Street,
Sand Lake, MI 49343

Narrow
Your
Search
use the

Cedar Springs
Post
Classiﬁeds

Work

REAL ESTATE

ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

P ST

Classiﬁeds

Call 616.696.3655

The
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PRESENTED BY:
FARMGIRL FLEA PICKERS & MAKERS

NOV 29 & 30

FRIDAY: 12PM - 8PM
SATURDAY: 8AM - 4PM
at

9050 Lake Michigan Dr,
Allendale, MI 49401

$5 ENTRY FEE
Kids under 12 FREE

VOTED FLEA MARKET STYLE MAGAZINE:

TOP 100 FLEAS IN AMERICA

www.farmgirlflea.com

Humane Society of West Michigan’s

PETS of the WEEK
Peaches – 4-year-old female – Terrier mix
Meet
Peaches!
Peaches is a 4-yearold female Terrier mix. She loves
nothing more than
a good snack (and
her figure shows
it)! Peaches is happiest near people
with a tennis ball
or ten to chew on.
With her big personality and soft, brown eyes, Peaches would be a great
family dog.
If you’re interested in adopting Peaches, please contact
Humane Society of West Michigan!
Tuxedo –3-year-old male – Domestic Shorthair mix
Meet Tuxedo! Tuxedo has big, wiry
whiskers and short
little legs that make
him almost irresistible to everyone he
meets. He enjoys
getting to know
new people and
will greet you at the
door.You’ll never be
Sara Cozolino Photography
bored with a cat like
Tuxedo!
If you’re interested in adopting Tuxedo, please contact
Humane Society of West Michigan!
Humane Society of West Michigan is open Tuesday-Friday 12pm-7pm and Saturday-Sunday 11am-4pm.
For more information on the Humane
Society of West Michigan, call (616)
453-8900 or visit them at 3077 Wilson
NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road
during adoption hours or visit
www.hswestmi.org

Thursday, October 24, 2019
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National Teen Driver Safety Week starts Oct. 20
Parents encouraged to talk to teens about the importance of driving safely
National Teen Driver Safety Week is Oct. 20-26. Motor vehicle crashes are the leading cause of death for teens
15-18 years of age in the United States, ahead of all other types of injury, disease, and violence. Inexperience and
risk-taking behavior are factors that increase the crash risk
for teens.
“Parents can help protect their teens by talking with them
about how to avoid risky driving behaviors,” said Michael
L. Prince, OHSP director. “Because of their lack of experience, teen drivers are at a greater risk of being killed or injured in a crash. That is why it is so important to start a conversation with teens and encourage safe driving practices.”
In Michigan, teens and young adults age 15-20 years old,
accounted for 7.6 percent of all traffic deaths in 2018, with
55.4 percent of those deaths being the driver. In addition,
9,637 teenagers and young adults were injured in motor vehicle crashes in 2018, representing 12.7 percent of all people injured in a crash.
Michigan, and other states, have adopted Graduated
Driver Licensing (GDL) laws for teen drivers as a way to
promote safety behind the wheel and reduce serious injury
and death in a crash. Teens face the greatest risk of a crash
during their first year of driving. GDL programs limit highrisk driving among teens and can reduce teen crash risk by
as much as 50 percent. For more information on the GDL
program in Michigan, visit: http://www.michigan.gov/teendriver.

A unique opportunity for teens to teach other teens about
safe driving is the Strive for a Safer Drive (S4SD) program.
Students at every Michigan high school can participate in
S4SD, with cash prizes awarded to the top five winning entries. Parents and teachers are urged to discuss the opportunity with teens and encourage participation in the program.
Applications are due Nov. 14. Application information,
including examples of winning campaigns, can be found
at: http://www.michigan.gov/s4sd.
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration
also provides information parents can use to help keep
teens safe including tips on seat belt safety, distracted driving, impaired driving, and speeding. For more details on
Teen Driver Safety Week, including safe driving tips for

parents and teens, visit: http://www.nhtsa.gov/road-safety/
teen-driving.

Call for your no obligation quote!

616.696.8255
Christopher Conflitti
Your Local Farmers Agent
30 S MAIN
CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319
CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM

Fall in love with a new

RIDE

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791
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TAILGATE SELL-A-THON
3 HARD HITTING DAYS ONLY!
FRIDAY

SATURDAY

10/25
HOURS:

10/26
HOURS:

9AM - 6PM

9AM - 3PM

SAVE HUGE
ON ALL
REMAINING
2019 MODELS!

HUNDREDS OF
NEW VEHICLES
TO CHOOSE
FROM!

MONDAY

10/28
HOURS:

PIZZA & POP
AVAILABLE!

9AM - 7PM

CREDIT EXPERTS
ON SITE TO
REVIEW ALL
APPLICATIONS!

DRIVE A NEW
VEHICLE HOME
TODAY!

THIS IS YOUR CHANCE TO
TRADE-UP TO A BETTER RIDE!

2019 DODGE JOURNEY
Buy For:* $

2019 RAM 1500 QUAD CAB 4X4

2019 JEEP RENEGADE

19,302
Buy For:* $ 32,094
Buy For:* $ 21,050
BEST VALUES OF THE YEAR!
*All rebates to dealer. See dealer for details. While supplies last.

NEW
NEW 2019 JEEP COMPASS

ONLY* $

24,190

NEW 2019JEEP CHEROKEE

ONLY* $

25,068

CERTIFIED PRE-OWNED

NEW 2019 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN

ONLY* $

25,068

NEW 2019 CHRYSLER VOYAGE

ONLY* $

27,138

2019 CHRYSLER PACIFICA

2017 CHRYSLER 300

ONLY* $

21,490

2018 JEEP COMPASS

ONLY* $

22, 800

ONLY* $

27,138

2018 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE

ONLY* $

27,138

4395 14 MILE RD, ROCKFORD, MI 49341
(616) 884-5899
WWW.WATSONROCKFORD.COM

