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Chase Bank robbed at gunpoint
Police are asking for the
public’s help to find the suspect that robbed the Chase
Bank in Cedar Springs Friday morning, August 14.
According to Deputy Jason VanDyke, of the Kent
County Sheriff Department
Cedar Springs Unit, a black
male, wearing a black hoodie and a bandana over his
face, entered the bank, located at the corner of Main
and Cherry Streets, through
the front door about 9:40
a.m., August 14. He went
to the front counter, pointed
a handgun at the clerk and
demanded money. While
she was getting her money
together, he also confronted
the drive through clerk. He
got the money from both
clerks and then fled out the

front door on foot.
A witness told police he
saw the suspect flee south
on the White Pine Trail.
Police searched the White
Pine Trail but did not find
him. The canine unit also responded to the scene but was
unsuccessful in tracking the
suspect.
He is described as a skinny
black male, in his mid 20s,
short hair, small amount of
hair on chin. He was wearing a dark hoodie, white
bandana, black gloves, long
black/red shorts, black socks
and tennis shoes.
Anyone with information
should call the Kent County
Sheriff Department at (616)
632-6357 or Silent Observer
at (616) 774-2345.

Bloomin’ Summer

.
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Chase Bank, located at 7 Main Street in Cedar Springs, was the scene of an armed robbery Friday morning,
August 14. Post photo by J. Reed.

Gas prices surge Calvary Assembly of God to sell building
This frees up finances for front-line ministries
Craig T. Owens, Senior Pastor of Calvary
Assembly
of
God
(CAG),
announced this
week that the
church will sell
its building and
accompanying
six acres, located
at 810 17 Mile
Road, in Solon
Township, to 2nd Chance
School. The school is a
nonprofit for at-risk youth
that will combine biblical lessons and traditional

subjects, with the care and
training of horses.
The church will rent space
at Red Hawk Elementary,
part of Cedar Springs Pub-

Photo by S. Reed.

Sell - continues on page 5

New Partnership gives
cats a second chance

Gas prices in Cedar Springs jumped twice last week to just under
$3.00/gallon, but had dropped down to $2.86 by Wednesday.

A report from GasBuddy.com, on Monday, August 17,
noted that gas prices in Grand Rapids had risen 52 cents a
gallon in the last week. The average price in Grand Rapids
on Sunday, August 16, was $2.97 a gallon. Cedar Springs
was only a penny lower. This compares with the national
average that increased 8.5 cents per gallon in the last week
to $2.68/g.
By Wednesday, August 17, Cedar Springs had dropped
back to $2.86, while the greater Grand Rapids area averaged $2.895.
Including the change in gas prices in Grand Rapids during
the past week, Sunday was 45.0 cents per gallon lower than
the same day one year ago and 36.5 cents per gallon higher
than a month ago. The national average decreased 9.0 cents
per gallon during the last month and stands 77.5 cents per
gallon lower than the same day one year ago.
Prices - continues on page 5

lic Schools, for its Sunday
and Wednesday services.
Owens said that moving to
Cedar Springs is a hand-inglove fit for the focus of its

extensive outreach.
“We are already so involved in activities in Cedar
Springs, including Earth Day
cleanups, the En
Gedi Youth Center, Chamber of
Commerce, and
the list goes on,”
Owens said. “It
seemed like we could be an
even bigger blessing to our
city if we were closer.”

Zee is a 2-year-old black and white neutered
male at the Kent County Animal Shelter,
who was surrendered by his family when
they moved.

Kent
County
Animal
Shelter
(KCAS) and Humane Society of
West
Michigan
(HSWM) will have
changed the way
they take in stray
and/or unwanted
cats, giving them a
better opportunity
at getting a second
chance.
Starting
Mon-

day, August 17, KCAS (our
government-funded, open
admission shelter) will
only accept stray cats; and
HSWM will only accept
owner-surrendered
cats.
HSWM and KCAS expect
this change will positively
affect the live release rates
of Kent County and continue to collaborate to improve
the outcome for all animals
brought to them.
In the last few months,

KCAS and HSWM, the
two largest shelters in Kent
County, discussed community statistics on feline euthanasia and feline intake
into both facilities. HSWM
has been successful with
placement of owner-surrendered cats, but does not
have the kennel space and
set up for holding stray cats.
Often, KCAS is near- or atcapacity for cats, due to a
cats - continues on page 12
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The Post travels to Johannesburg

Thursday, August 20, 2015

Harold McFarland, of Cedar Springs,
had the opportunity to visit Lory Park
Zoo, August 1, while working in Johannesburg, South Africa. While visiting, he
had the opportunity to pet these young
lion cubs. The two young lion cubs liked
him, and one can be seen licking his arm
in the photo. The Post traveled with Harold every day while he was in Johannesburg.
Harold recently married the former
Thelma Sovereign-Taylor, a lifetime resident of Cedar Springs.
Thank you, Harold, for taking us with
you!
Are you going on vacation? Take the
Post with you and snap some photos.
Then send them to us with some info to
news@cedarspringspost.com or mail
them to Post travels, PO Box 370, Cedar
Springs, MI 49319. We will be looking
for yours!

Saying goodbye and good luck to Kelly Roach I spy; a spider

By Donna Clark

It is with a heavy heart that the Cedar Springs Library
Board, staff and patrons say goodbye to Kelly Roach after
only six months as the Library’s Children’s Services Manager. Kelly hired in January 20 after closing her dream business, Alpha Omega Coffee and Games, the month before.
She jumped right in to the Library environment!
In her words, “I’ve danced in front of an audience,
learned an entirely new computer system, created and executed programs for the Summer Reading Program, and I’ve
learned how to be creative with my ideas, working on a
limited budget…all of which I will take with me throughout
my career.”
Recent events turned the tide for Kelly and her family.
Their house sold, and due to unforeseen circumstances,
they ended up renting a place in Grand Rapids. In Kelly’s
words, “It really comes down to the drive and wanting to
be a part of the community that I live in.” Who can argue
with that?
So, we have to let her go and make her mark on Grand
Rapids, the same way she came to Cedar Springs. She
certainly did become a part of our community—owning a
business on Main Street, helping restart our Chamber of
Commerce and serving as secretary, hosting book clubs,
moms’ day out, gaming events for homeschoolers, students
and adults, and serving that great cup of coffee with a smile
and a sincere interest in everyone she served both great and
small.
Good luck, Kelly. You have a lot of friends in Cedar
Springs.

THERE’S STILL TIME TO GRILL
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Mike Cook, of Solon Township, brought this large spider
into the Post, which he found under his porch. His friend
wanted to take it out of the jar for a picture, but we were
perfectly happy to leave it inside!
While it resembles a wolf spider, we discovered it actually is a type of fishing spider (dolomedes tenebrosus).
Ranger Steve Mueller verified that for us.
According to Penn State’s webpage on this spider, the
species Dolomedes tenebrosus is more frequently associated with wooded areas (it would be more accurately classified as a tree-dwelling spider) and is a common household
invader in these locations. It occurs from New England and
Canada south to Florida and Texas.
Another website, www.spiders.us, said that “Despite the
moniker of fishing spider, this particular species is frequently found far from water. Look for the spiders waiting
motionless in ambush on tree trunks, fenceposts, walls, and
other vertical surfaces, mostly at night. The spiders dash
into tree holes, under bark, and into crevices when startled.”
It also said that this is a powerful hunting spider that does
not spin a prey-catching snare. Prey is composed of large
insects and even small vertebrates that the spider can overpower. This includes small fish (e.g. minnows) and various
aquatic insects when this spider hangs out near bodies of
water.
These spiders mature in late spring, and reproduce in
mid-summer.
If you have wildlife you’d like to show us, please take a
photo and send it to us with some information to news@
cedarspringspost.com. We prefer you send us photos over
bringing in the actual wildlife.
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Newaygo corrections officer
charged with CSC
The Newaygo County
Sheriff’s Department reported that one of its former corrections officers has
been charged with Criminal
Sexual Conduct.
Sheriff Patrick Hedlund
became aware, on July 1, of
allegations of misconduct
on the part of a male corrections officer. He launched
an internal investigation,
and the officer resigned on
July 9.
Sheriff Hedlund then contacted the Michigan Sheriff’s Association to request
that a Sheriff’s mission
team be assigned to conduct
a criminal investigation.
Outside sheriff investiga-

tors conducted the investigation.
The corrections officer
has been identified as Zachary Clark, 30, of Newaygo. He is alleged to have
had sexual relations with a
27-year-old inmate of the
jail, after her release. The
woman, also from Newaygo, was on supervised release, and this was known
to the corrections officer.
It was found that there was
no sexual activity inside the
jail. It was outside the jail,
after her release, and consensual.
However, it is still against
the law. MCL 750.520c
states it is CSC in the sec-

ond degree—a felony—if
the other person is a prisoner or probationer under
jurisdiction of the county…
and the actor is an employee with the county or
department of corrections
who knows that the other
person is under the county’s
jurisdiction.
It is also alleged he assaulted a male inmate in the
hallway of the facility on
June 19.
Zachary Almon Clark,
30, of Big Prairie Township, Newaygo, was arrested August 12, and held
in the Lake County Jail on
$50,000 bond. He is being
charged with six counts of

Zachary Almon Clark

2 degree criminal sexual
conduct (felonies), and one
misdemeanor count of assault and battery.
“The ex-officer in question allegedly acted outside
of the ethical behavior and
‘rules of the road’ of this
agency,” said Hedlund.
“This will not be tolerated
and he will now be held accountable to the system he
once served.”
nd

Newaygo jail administrator suspended
The administrator at the
Newaygo County Jail was
put on administrative leave
after being involved in a
drunken driving accident.
The Newaygo County
Sheriff’s office said that on
August 14, at approximately

12:15 a.m, Newaygo County Sheriff’s Deputies were
dispatched to a report of a
one car accident on Dickinson Avenue near 16 Mile.
Deputies arrived on scene
and found a vehicle that had
went off the roadway and

rolled over. Through the
investigation, it was discovered that Lt. Matt Froehle,
the jail administrator for the
Newaygo County Sheriff’s
Office was driving the vehicle. Lt. Froehle was subsequently arrested for OWI

Library to hold special meeting
The Cedar Springs Public Library will hold a special
meeting on Thursday, August 20, 2015, at 7 p.m. at the library, at 43 W. Cherry Street.
Under discussion will be overdrive periodicals; recognition of donors for new library; estimated budgets for library

and currently lodged in the
Oceana County Jail.
An internal investigation has been initiated by
the sheriff’s office and the
lieutenant will be placed on
suspension pending the outcome of the investigation.

owning vs. City owning library; ownership of library decision; elevation plans review; and more.
They plan to kick off a new capital campaign for the new
library on September 12.

Interested in serving on a Kent
County board or committee?
The Kent County Board
of Commissioners is seeking
citizens interested in serving
the community through appointment to various boards,
commissions, and committees. Any Kent County
resident may apply by completing an online application
form via the County’s website at www.accessKent.com/
boardappointments. Resumes
and cover letters are encouraged and may be attached.
All citizens are urged to apply. The application deadline
is September 30, 2015.
Listed below are the
boards, commissions, and
committees that have citizen
openings terms effective January 1, 2016 (unless otherwise noted):
*Agricultural Preservation
Board (1 agricultural interest
and 1 conservation representative)
*Area Agency on Aging of
Western Michigan - Advisory
Council
*Area Agency on Aging of
Western Michigan - Board of
Directors
*City/County Building Authority
*Community Corrections
Advisory Board (1 media relations representative)
*Community Health Advisory Committee (1 Community-based organization
representative, 1 healthcare

provider, and 1 At-Large
member)
*Community
Mental
Health Authority Board (term
begins April 1, 2016)
*County Building Authority
*Friend of the Court Citizen’s Advisory Committee (1
child advocate representative
and 1 family law attorney)
*Gerald R. Ford International Airport Board
*Housing Commission
*Jury Commission
*Kent County Family &
Children’s
Coordinating
Council (2 private funding
organization representatives

and 2 private agency representatives)
*Kent District Library
Board (Region 2 – resident of
Algoma, Cannon, Courtland,
Grattan Township and the
City of Rockford; and Region
6 – Resident of Caledonia and
Gaines Township and City of
Kentwood); Applicants must
live in Region 2 or 6.
*Kent Hospital Finance
Authority
*Lakeshore Regional Partners Substance Abuse Oversight Policy Board
*Millennium Park Architectural Advisory Review
Board (1 business communi-

ty representative)
*Officers’ Compensation
Commission
*Remonumentation Peer
Review Group (3 openings
– must be a Professional Surveyor)
*Veterans’ Affairs Committee (Applicant must be a
Veteran of the Armed Forces.
Please indicate on application
which war/conflict served in.)
Questions for those interested in applying may be directed to Conni Mutchler in
the Board of Commissioners
Office at 616.632.7580.
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Gebhardt
Insurance
GEBHARDT INSURANCE AGENCY
14 South Main
St., Cedar Springs, MI 49319
Agency
Phone: 696-9440 or 1-888-696-9440
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spiritual notes • announcements • memories

From the Pulpit

Pastor Ryan Black
Cedar Springs Christian
Church
340 West Pine Street, Cedar Springs

Don’t lose your joy
Does God want us to be happy? There seems to be some
good evidence in scripture that God does want us to be
happy and have joy in our lives (Romans 15:13). There
are a variety of possibilities that one can appear to find joy
and delight in the things of this world. We can seek joy in
our families, friends, wealth and even our health. We can

find joy in our careers, school, and of course, the countless forms of entertainment. These are all wonderful things
we can enjoy and we should give God praise for many of
these blessings. However, we must always make sure that
the blessings do not become the source of where our joy
comes from.
Our joy needs to come directly from God for who He is,
and not for what He has blessed us with. If the joy in your
life comes from the blessings you have received, then your
joy can be taken away from you. You may also find yourself
chasing the blessings thinking they will give you your happiness. If God is the source of your joy, your joy will never
be removed or taken away from you (John 16:22) despite
the blessing or blessings that are removed from your life.
This is why someone can lose a job and still be happy. This
is why someone can receive a bad health report and still
be at peace. This is why someone can be going through a
family crisis and still feel comforted. Not that these things
won’t sting or hurt for a moment, but God is our source of
joy, not the blessings. While it’s great to enjoy the blessings
and we need to thank Him for these blessings, we must not
forget that we need to give Him the glory because He’s a
loving God not just for the way we have been blessed. Unfortunately, many see it that way and will blame God for
their lack of blessings and therefore think that they cannot
have happiness.
God loves each and every one of us. Many have been
blessed in different forms but as long as God is the foundation of our joy and happiness, it can never be taken away.

ChurchDirectory
Cedar Springs Christian Church

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational
www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

SundayS:
10:30 a.M.

MondayS:
open prayer
7-8 pM

Rockford Springs Community Church

340 W. pine St.

Pastor David Vander Meer

on CTA property*

5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180

www.rockfordsprings.org

*NOT affiliated with
Creative Technologies
Academy (CTA)

SUMMER
SUnday
SchEdUlE!

SUNDAY
SCHEDULE:
SUMMER
SUnday
SchEdUlE!

10:00
a.m.
WoRShIP
SERVIcE
10:00
a.m.
WORSHIP
10:00
a.m.
WoRShIP
SERVIcE


Sunday WorShip
9:30am • 5:00pm

SAND LAKE
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adUlT
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9:00
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chRISTIan
EdUcaTIon
11:00
a.m. Coffee
Fellowship
downstairs

 




begins
June

begins
June
3 3

GriefShare
begins
Wed.,
June
6 6:30-8pm
GriefShare
begins
Wed.,
June
6 6:30-8pm




UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673

Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am



HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Pastor
Mary
Ivanov
Pastor
Steve
Lindeman
Pastor
Mary
Ivanov

Call Crystal Gould 616-636-5615






 


The Church of God Fellowship Group of Michigan
is affiliated with...

1763 Stumpf Blvd. • Gretna, LA 70056
(504) 367-2005 • www.thecogmi.org

Fb a p tii s trc husr c h
of ced ar spr ing s

Pastor Doug DiBell
Senior
Pastor
Tom
Holloway
Pastor Tom
Holloway,
Music/Youth
Interim
Pastor
Joe
Gross
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

Minister Bruce Chapman (616) 636-9209

N. to Sand Lake

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
19 Mile Road

M-46

org
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Algoma Ave.

Cedar Springs

US-131

S. to G.R.

SummerDoug
Worship
- 10AM
Pastor
DiBell
&
JuneJune-August
thru August

616-696-3229

St. John Paul II Parish

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm

A Warm and Welcoming Catholic Community
3110 17 Mile Road | Cedar Springs, MI | 696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com
696-3560

22 Mile Road

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church

Sabbath Services are held the 2nd thru 5th
Saturdays of the month at the
Comfort Inn - 4155 28th St. SE.
Services begin at 1:00 p.m.

Worship 11 a.m.

Summer Service Time 10:30 AM

Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Memorial Day Weekend
thru Labor Day Weekend

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM

135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Grant & Oak)

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Thursday 6:30 PM

616.696.2970
www.thespringschurch.info

Mary Queen of Apostles Church

Worship Every Sunday at 10:30am
810 17 Mile Road, Cedar Springs

Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

at the corner of 17 Mile and Olin Lakes

www.cscalvary.org
(616) 222-5020

Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays at 3:00 pm

Pastor Craig T. Owens

North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL

http://craigtowens.com

Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

Pastor Craig S. Carter

(Since 1946) Non-Denominational
pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm
Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta, MI 49345

616.550.6398

Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
Nursery & Children Ministry Provided
www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY

Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd.





West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike
Shiery





sunday Worship: 10 aM
Sunday School 9:45

Bible study: 11:15 aM Monday
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.


enhance
fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f
MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.










Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church
ServicesServices
at Cedarfield
Community
Center Center
at Cedarfield
Community
3592 173592
Mile17RD
NERd.
(Next
Meijer)
Mile
NEto
(Next
to Meijer)
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Phone: 696-9120
Phone: 696-9120
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
10AM, 10AM,
6PM 6PM
Sunday Sunday
Services:
Services:
Pastor:Pastor:
Jim Alblas
Jim Alblas



Tea and apple
pies
When our friend first moved to
our hometown in the Deep South,
it was a culture shock. Raised on
the slick windy streets of ChicaRonnie McBrayer
go, he had never eaten grits; did
not know what chicken and dumplings were; had not the
foggiest idea about pork rinds; and had never been to a
church homecoming with “dinner on the grounds.” Nor had
he encountered the Southern hospitality dripping from the
mouths and handshakes of his new neighbors.
One evening as he and his wife were beginning to settle into these alien surroundings, there was a knock at the
door. Out on the stoop was a sweet, small-town Southern
lady, gray-haired with apple pie in hand. She gave the usual
“welcome to our town” speech and finally ended with an
invitation for her new neighbors to join her for worship at
the First Baptist Church the next Sunday.
“No ma’am,” said my friend. “I’m an atheist.” The poor
woman looked at him, dumbstruck. To relieve the tension
she turned to his wife: “What about you, dear?” Again, the
answer was shat-tering: “No, I am afraid not. I am Jewish.”
The charming saint from the First Baptist Church turned
and left, taking her apple pie with her.
It used to be that everyone we met was a bit like us. Not
anymore. From religion and race, to politics and lifestyle,
the diversity that now surrounds us is far greater than anything we could have imagined a generation ago. So, in
shock, we exercise kindness toward those who are like us,
and we keep our apple pies away from those we find different than we ourselves. This is hardly hospitality, Southern
or otherwise.
In this day and age of connection and social media, we
are actually more divided and disconnected than ever. A
large reason for this is the lack of face-to-face community,
especially with those we consider different.
An Asian tea tradition can inform us here. It is common
for Eastern cultures to share tea with strangers as a means
of sincere welcome. It’s much more than a quick shot of
caffeine. It is an act of hospitable community building, because the more times strangers share tea together, the more
like true friends they become.
Tea and apple pies.There just might be something to sharing these with our neighbors that will be good for all of us.
Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, blogger,
pastor, and author of multiple books. Visit his website at
www.ronniemcbrayer.net.
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is online @
w w w. c e d a r s p r i n g s p o s t . c o m
at home or away...
we’re just a click away!

Bliss-Witters & Pike

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

Pastor: Robert Eckert
866-4298
www.coumc.com



Advertise your Church here

Call 616-696-3655 for details

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410
Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant
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spiritual notes • announcements • memories

50th Anniversary

GARY & HELEN
JOHNSON

Please join us as we celebrate 50 wonderful
years of marriage on Saturday, August 29th
at 2 pm at our home, 1401 – 19 Mile Rd,
Cedar Springs. We are celebrating 50 years
of growing old together and hosting an
open hours party. Call 616-696-1086 if you
need directions or have questions.

E ngagement
B irth
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W edding
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O bituary
T hankyou!
A nnouncement

The secret of their success is: “You just
have to work at it.”

50th Anniversary

ROBERT & RUTHAN
HAWKINS

Robert and Ruthan Hawkins of Ensley
Center will celebrate their 50th wedding
anniversary on Friday August 21st, 2015.
God brought them together at a young
age, they fell in love and were married
at Pierson Bible Church on August 21st,
1965. Robert grew up in Ensley Center
and Ruthan was originally from Pierson.
In 1967 they bought a dairy farm in Ensley
Center and raised their family there and
it is where they continue to farm side by
side today. Robert and Ruthan’s home has
always been open to those that needed a
helping hand, a listening ear, or some of
Ruthan’s amazing home cooking. Robert
faithfully served the community for many
years as the chief of the Sand Lake Fire
Department with Ruthan supporting him
all the way. God has blessed them with five
children, nineteen grandchildren and eight
great grandchildren.
“Love always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres. Love
never fails.”
Corinthians 13:4-5

BEVERLY A. ODREN

Beverly
A.
Odren, 81, of
Cedar Springs,
went to be with
her Lord and
Saviour
on
Friday, August
14, 2015 at her
home. Bev was
born January 1,
1934 in Solon
Township, Michigan, the daughter of
Peter and Marjorie (Clingan) Hanna. She
retired from Cedar Springs Public Schools
Reading Center and had been a lifetime and
very active member of First Baptist Church,
Cedar Springs. She was a very loving
and caring mother, grandmother, great
grandmother, sister and friend. Surviving
are her children, Keith (Marva) Odren, Kent
(Peggy) Odren, Karla (Dennis) Glerum;
grandchildren, Peter (Monika) Odren,
Derek (Jacqui) Odren, Anna Odren, Julie
(Matt) Whitehead, Mary (Aaron) Aniszko,
Tim (Amy) Glerum, Jon Glerum, and Andy
Glerum; great grandchildren, Geneva, Eli,
Zach, Isiah, Monroe, and Max; sisters,
Myrna Weidenfeller, Doris (Ron) DeJong;
brother, Don (Nancy) Hanna; several nieces
and nephews. She was preceded in death by
her husband, Charles in 2000. The family
greeted friends Monday, August 17 from
5-8 pm at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral
Home, Cedar Springs. The service was
held Tuesday 11:00 am at the First Baptist
Church, 233 S. Main St, Cedar Springs.
Pastor Jim Howard officiating. Interment
Solon Township Cemetery. Memorial
contributions may be made to the First
Baptist Church.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike
Funeral Home

Publish
your

• Birth Announcement

• Wedding Announcement
• Engagement

• Anniversary*

• Congratulations
• In Memory*
• Thank You

in
for only $20
without photo
$25 with photo

($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit

*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject
to addtional fees by length.

...continued from front page

Owens said there are both practical and
faith-based reasons the building was sold to
2nd Chance School.
“We have a hard time justifying paying
for the full-time maintenance on a building
in Solon Township that is only used a couple of days each week,” Owens said. “By
only paying for the space we are using, it
will free up finances to go to front-line ministries.”
Owens said these front-line ministries
could include temporary housing for at-

...continued from front page

“Obviously, the story about fuel prices
last week was all about a massive spike in
gasoline prices throughout the Midwest,”
said Patrick DeHaan, GasBuddy senior
petroleum analyst. “Prices have risen in
Great Lakes states at paces rivaling and
exceeding prior records, which I would pin
on an unexpected emergency shutdown of
a unit at BP’s Whiting, Indiana refinery. In
addition, there have been other scheduled
outages in the Midwest that may be leading
to gasoline demand outpacing supply in the
region, essentially causing panic on gasoline markets,” DeHaan said. “Hikes have
been witnessed across many states, though
the epicenter of gargantuan hikes was centered in Michigan, Indiana and Illinois,
where prices raced up by over 50 cents a
gallon in mere days. Also seeing spikes
over 25 cents: Ohio, Wisconsin and Kentucky, while Minnesota, Oklahoma, Missouri, Kansas and Iowa saw prices jump
over 10 cents a gallon,” DeHaan noted. “At
this point, it does appear that most of the
price shocks are behind us, though if there
are any curve balls that hit the market, all
bets are off. Outside the Great Lakes, most
regions are seeing gasoline prices decline.
Leading decliners are New Jersey and Oregon, with Washington coming in third,”
DeHaan said.
Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette
issued a warning to gas stations last Friday
against any attempt to take advantage of
consumers by price gouging or price fixing.
In addition to this warning, the Attorney
General has also issued a letter to BP, the
owner of the Whiting, Ind. facility experiencing an outage, as well as other major
petroleum companies outlining a need for
transparency in the case of an outage or
other unexpected event.
“As Labor Day weekend approaches, the

risk, transitional families, greater financial
support of local charities, as well as support
for international missions work.
“We would be interested in owning another building at some time, only if it could
be something like an around-the-clock ministry center,” Owens said. “Until that opportunity presents itself, we will rent from
CSPS.”
Owens said their first service at Red
Hawk Elementary will be Sunday, August
30. They will meet in the media center. People can enter the building through door #10.
This Sunday, August 23, the church will
participate with other area churches in the
UNITED 2015 service, located in Morley
Park at 11 a.m.
effects of an outage at a major Indiana petroleum refinery, combined with additional
factors, means Michigan families are seeing
an increase in the price at the pump. These
circumstances do not constitute a free pass
for gas stations to gouge consumers,” said
Schuette. “We will not tolerate any unscrupulous behavior that violates Michigan law
when it comes to gouging and price fixing.”
Every day, year round, Schuette’s Consumer Protection team monitors the balance of wholesale and retail petroleum
prices and profit margins in regions around
Michigan. Additionally, the Department
receives and reviews consumer complaints
and inquiries about individual stations. The
Department investigates any time there is
evidence that state law has been violated
for gouging or price fixing.
Under the Michigan Consumer Protection
Act, a retailer may not charge a price that
is “grossly in excess of the price at which
similar property or services are sold.” Anti-trust laws also prohibit gas stations from
entering into agreements to arbitrarily fix
prices in unison.
For example, Schuette secured convictions for gasoline price-fixing by five
Michigan station owners in 2012. The
Department has also entered into “compliance-agreements” with stations requiring
them to submit to monitoring after they
spiked prices well above the state-wide
norm on a particular day or after a weather
event.  
Schuette remains committed to fighting
higher gasoline prices in court when the
price increases violate the law. If consumers become aware of direct evidence concerning a conspiracy between companies,
or have verifiable evidence of a retailer
charging a price “grossly in excess of the
price at which similar property or services
are sold,” they are encouraged to contact
the Attorney General’s Consumer Protection Division at 1-877-765-8388 or file an
online complaint at www.michigan.gov/ag.

It is better to be silent and be
considered a fool than to
speak and remove all doubt.

Yea also, when he that is a fool walketh by the way, his wisdom
faileth him, and he saith to every one that he is a fool.
Ecclesiastes 10:3
From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books
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Cedar Springs Brewing Company Coldbreak Brewing
update
coming to town
The work at Cedar
Springs Brewing Company,
at the corner of N. Main and
W. Maple Streets, is humming along. Signage on the
north side of the building
went up in the last week.
What many people want
to know is, when will they
open?
“We’re hoping to have a
“sneak peek” opening for
Red Flannel with a Grand
Opening to be announced
shortly thereafter,” said
David Ringler, of Cedar
Springs Brewing Compnay.
“We’re targeting mid-October.”

Post photo by J. Reed.

He said the goal is to have
at least one or two beers for
people to sample on Red
Flannel Day, and a couple
of food items. He noted that
they are also doing a beer

for the Red Flannel Festival’s Grand Lodge.
The business will seat
130 inside, and 90 outside
in their biergarten.
They recently introduced

details of their mug club.
Visit www.csbrew.com for
more info, and watch their
Facebook page for more
updates.

ChoiceOne Bank
supports Cherry
Health with
$50,000 Donation Advance Auto Parts

ChoiceOne Bank is providing a donation totaling
$50,000 over two years to Cherry Health, an independent nonprofit and comprehensive primary health
care provider. Jim Bosserd, Chief Executive Officer of
ChoiceOne Bank, said the money is targeted to fund an
overall project totaling $1.17
A College Degree is Still a Smart Investment million, and will go toward
two projects in Cedar Springs
As an alternative, consider investing in a 529
Summer is almost over, which means it’s
and Grand Rapids and.
“back-to-school” time. If you have young plan. Contribution limits are quite high, and
“As the local community
children, you may be purchasing backpacks, federal taxes won’t be assessed on earnings
bank, it’s important for us to
pencils, notebooks and similar items. But one used for qualified higher education expenses.
support our families and our
day, you could be shopping for colleges — and (The earnings portion of withdrawals will be
communities,” said Bosserd.
when you do, you’ll find the bill is a little bit taxed, though, and can incur a 10% penalty
“Cherry Health provides serhigher than the one you get from your local if the withdrawals aren’t used for qualified
vices to all individuals, reschool-supply store. That’s why it’s never too expenses.) Furthermore, your 529 plan
gardless of their ability to pay.
soon to start saving.
contributions may be deductible from your
A sliding fee payment scale
Just how costly is college? For the 2014– state taxes. But 529 plans vary, so be sure
based on income and family
2015 school year, the average expense — to check with your tax advisor regarding
size is available to those with
tuition, fees, room and board — was $18,943 deductibility.
no insurance. Healthy famiat a public four-year school and $42,419 at
Another college funding option is a
lies make for healthy commua four-year private school, according to the Coverdell Education Savings Account, which,
nities. That’s important to us
College Board. And if recent history is any like a 529 plan, can generate tax-free earnings
at ChoiceOne Bank.”
guide, these numbers will likely keep climbing. if the money is used for higher education
The projects in Cedar
But there’s no need to panic. For one thing, expenses. You can typically only put in a
Springs
and Grand Rapids
your child may be eligible for loans, grants maximum of $2,000 per year to a Coverdell
and
will
develop facilities to
or scholarships. Still, you will likely end up account, but it offers more flexibility in
expand
services
at these two
shouldering some of the financial load, and investment choices than a 529 plan.
sites.
you may ask yourself if it’s worth it. How
You could also consider a custodial account,
In the Red Hawk Building
much difference can a college degree make in known as either UGMA or UTMA. You can
in
Cedar Springs, services are
the lives of your children?
put up to $14,000 per year into a custodial
provided
to all 3,500 students
Actually, college still seems to be a pretty account without incurring gift taxes, and
and
their
siblings throughout
good investment: The average college earnings would only be subject to the “kiddie
the
district
ages 3 to 21. The
graduate will receive about $1 million more tax” — that is, the first $1,050 is tax-exempt,
facility
offers
a wide range of
in lifetime earnings than the average high the next $1,050 will be taxed at the child’s tax
services
from
medical to beschool graduate, according to the U.S. Census rate, and just the amount over $2,100 will be
havioral,
which
allows for acBureau. So when you assist your children in taxed at your tax rate. However, once your
cessible
care
when
and where
getting to college, you can be reasonably sure children reach the age of majority (either 18 or
students need it. Students and
that you’re at least helping them start on the 21), they take control of the money and can do
families are currently being
path toward a rewarding career.
whatever they want with it — and their plans
served at the health center
How should you put away money for may not include college.
college? Unfortunately, more parents use a
Don’t wait too long to begin funding
through the summer and into
general savings account than any other method, whichever savings vehicle, or vehicles, you
the 2015-2016 school year.
according to Sallie Mae’s How America Saves choose. Your children may be young today, but
Innovation Central High
for College 2015 study. These accounts pay before you know it, they’ll be college bound.
School in Grand Rapids will
little or no interest and offer no tax benefits.
move its medical facility from
City High Middle School to
This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.
Innovation Central, which
www.edwardjones.com
Seth Donnan
serves approximately 800 stuMember SIPC
Financial Advisor
dents in Grand Rapids. The
health center will care for all
4027 17 Mile Rd
students ages 10 through 21.

Cherry Health Foundation and Cedar Springs Superintendent accept donation
check from ChoiceOne Bank. Left to right: Chris Shea, CEO Cherry Health; Sharon Barton, Director of Development Cherry Health; Tasha Blackmon, Chief Clinic
Operations Officer Cherry Health; Patricia Brown, Regional Manager ChoiceOne
Bank; Jim Bosserd, CEO ChoiceOne Bank; Denise Gates, Cedar Springs Manager
ChoiceOne Bank; Laura VanDuyn, Ed.D., Cedar Springs Schools Superintendent.

Cedar Springs, MI 49319
616-696-9370

Area residents who like to make their own craft beer will
no longer have to drive to Grand Rapids for supplies. Coldbreak Brewing, a home brewing business currently located
in Marne, will be moving into 81 N. Main, the former home
of Liquor Hut.
The Cedar Springs Brewing Company bought the building earlier this summer, and was looking for a retail tenant
that would complement the brewery.
“We are pretty excited about coming to Cedar Springs,”
said Chris Musil, who is co-owner of Coldbreak Brewing,
with founder Boyd Culver. “There are a lot of good things
happening in Cedar, and it will be exciting to be right next
to the brewery.”
He noted that a big draw to moving here is that northern
Kent County is an untapped market in the home brewing
business. “It’s about 25 miles to the closest store, and that’s
in Grand Rapids,” he said.
Coldbreak Brewing will feature a large variety of grain,
hops, yeast, and equipment, and will focus on classes ranging from introductory brewing to all-grain, as well as wine,
cider and many other brewing related topics. They have
been manufacturing quality home brewing and dispensing
equipment since 2005.
Musil said they will begin moving some of their manufacturing equipment into the store in the next couple of
weeks, and will open the store front by the beginning of
October, in time for the Red Flannel Festival.
Visit their website at www.coldbreakbrewing.com.

Construction is nearing completion on the Advance Auto
Parts store on 17 Mile Road. The auto parts store, located
on the lot where the Family Fare gas station used to be, is
looking to open in late September, according to Laurie Stacy, of Advance Auto’s media relations department.
Employees of CarQuest, located at 70 N. Main, in Cedar
Springs, will be moving into the Advance Auto Parts store.
Advance Auto acquired CarQuest in January 2014. “We are
excited that customers will be able to work with the same
team they are used to working with,” said Stacy.
She said the stores usually have 10-12 employees, but it’s
based on the size of the store. More info will be coming
closer to the date of the opening.

ASK SCORE:
Customer service

Build customer loyalty by exceeding expectations
So much lip service has been paid to customer service that
it’s sounding like a tired cliche these days. In today’s business world, it is not enough to simply say that the customer
comes first. Customers know the difference between mediocre service, good service and exceptional service. Without
question, they will make their decisions about where to buy
accordingly. Your response to the call for exceptional service must be more than good intentions and excuses pinned
on being a small business. Here are some perspectives on
building customer loyalty.
• Hire the best possible staff that your budget allows.
Your sales and service staff members are on the front line,
whether physically or on the phone. Are they trained and
do they receive ongoing training? Are they knowledgeable
about the products they represent? Are they empowered to
judiciously waive policies without consulting you, when it
can be done ethically and without taking an unwarranted
toll on your revenue picture? Maintaining a competent,
trained staff costs money. If that gives you heartburn, consider the revenue forgone when indifferent and incompetent
employees cause you to lose customers.
• Reward your best customers. If you can offer your best
customers better prices on frequent purchases, an up-front
price break on their next project with you, or a discount
for their prompt cash payment, you will communicate your
awareness that they are important to the success of your
business. Customer reward programs are easy and cost-effective to implement once you know what your customers
value.
• Offer referrals. Who do you know who might want to
do business with your customers? When it’s appropriate,
score - continues on page 12

The Cedar Springs Post

Thursday, August 20, 2015

Page 7

Arts/entertainment

H

ometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service for nonprofit agencies only. Due to popular demand for placement in this
section, we can no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is
Monday at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles will run as
space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions
may apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name and
phone number for any questions we may have.

Preschool Enrollment

Aug. Resurrection Lutheran Church, 180 Northland Dr.,
Sand Lake, has openings for 3 & 4 year olds in their preschool program. For more information call 616-636-8458.
#33,34p

Homecoming/Prom Dress and Yard
Sale

Aug. 20,21: The Class of 2016 is hosting a homecoming/
prom dress and yard sale on August 20,21 from 9 am – 8 pm
at the Middle School to help raise funds for their senior all
night party. Items so are include: twin bed/mattress, bikes,
clothing, household items and hockey equipment. #33

Senior Lunch

Aug. 26: After a chilly beginning we’re squeezing out
every bit of Summer Party Picnics we can find. Come one,
come all, join us on our virtual blankie on the sand for a
Beach Party featuring Cold Sammiches, Mac Salad, Jello
and Blueberry Pie. We’re extending the invitation to those
age 60 (perhaps a little more), to waltz thru our door. Follow our trail of sand at noon the 26th of August to our Beach
on Beech and M-82. Pine Grove Community Church. #33

Life at Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary

Aug. 26: The Greenville Garden Club presents “Life at
Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary” on Wednesday, August 26
at 7 pm at the Greenville Community Center, 900 E. Kent
Rd. Greenville. Speaker Ranger Steve Mueller has devoted his life to research, education and is an environmental
education consultant. Ranger Steve is an exciting, highly
knowledgable and charismatic speaker. Join us for a lecture
and slide program. The public is invited. #33

Annual 2nd Best Sale

Aug. 28,29: Holy Spirit Episcopal Church’s Annual 2nd
Best Sale will be Friday, August 28th from 9 am – 4 pm and
Saturday, August 29th from 9 am – 2 pm. There will be a
$5 “Early Bird Admission” charge on Friday only from 8
– 9 am, after 9 am admission is free! The sale is sponsored
by the All Saints Guild (ECW) in support of parish activities. We have something for
everyone and everything is
priced to move! Holy Spirit
Episcopal Church is located
at 1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont (corner of Post & Pine
Island, ¼ mile west of Exit
95 on US 131). #33

Sharing Hometown Recipes, Cooking Tips and Coupons
By Janet Tharpe

Basic Ingredients Shine in This Old-Fashioned Banana Cake
“This recipe
is over 100
years old!”

I

t’s hard to imagine not falling passionately in love with
Audra LeNormand’s moist, delicious Banana Cake! All
of the flavors blend perfectly... with just the right punch of
banana. Depending on how large your bananas are, you may
need to adjust the quantity. But to me, the more bananas the
better!
See step-by-step photos of Audra’s recipe plus thousands
more from home cooks nationwide at:
www.justapinch.com/familybananacake
Audra LeNormand
You’ll also find a meal planner, coupons and chances to
Liberty, TX
win! Enjoy and remember, use “just a pinch”...
(pop. 8,397)

-Janet

Banana Cake
What You Need
CAKE
2 sticks butter
2 c sugar
4 eggs
1 c milk
3 c flour
3 tsp baking powder
1 tsp Mexican vanilla
SYRUP
2 1/2 c sugar
1 c water
1 lemon juiced
12 bananas sliced
Directions
• Preheat over to 350 F.

• Cream butter and
sugar. Add eggs; mix
well. Add milk; mix
well.
• Add flour and baking
powder; mix well.
Finally, add Mexican
vanilla; mix well.
• Grease and flour two
9-inch round cake
pans.
• Bake for 30 to 35
minutes. Cool on wire
racks.
• While cake is baking,
combine sugar and
water in a medium
saucepan.

• Heat until syrupy, then
add lemon; allow to
cool.
• Place one cake on a
cake platter and prick
holes in it with a fork.
• Place half of the sliced
bananas on the 1st
layer and pour 1/2 of
syrup over the bananas
and cake.
• Place 2nd cake layer
on top of the 1st. Prick
holes, layer bananas,
then use the last of the
syrup.
• Store leftovers in the
refrigerator.

Submitted by: Audra LeNormand, Liberty, TX (pop. 8,397)

www.justapinch.com/familybananacake
Brought to you by American Hometown Media

Help Promote
Literacy

Sept. 2: The Literacy Center of West Michigan has
scheduled and information
session on Wednesday September 2nd for prospective
volunteer tutors. This session is held at 10 am and 2
pm and lasts one hour. It
allows persons interested in
becoming volunteer tutors to
find out more about the Center and its literacy programs.
At the end of the session
there will be an opportunity
to sign up for tutor training.
By training people to be tutors, the Center can offer
one-on-one reading help to
adults asking for assistance
in reading or English as a
Second Language (ESL).
You do not need to speak another language to tutor ESL.
The Center is located at 1120
Monroe Ave., NW, Suite
240, Grand Rapids. Please
call 616-459-5151 (ext. 10)
or email us at info@literacycenterwm.org to register.
#33

Youth Soccer
Challenge

Sept. 5: Calling all kids!
The Sand Lake Knights of
Columbus will be hosting a
competitive soccer event on
Saturday, September 5th from
9 am to 10 am, at the Sand
Lake Soccer Fields. All community youth are welcome
to compete in this free opportunity to test their skills
at a penalty kick competition. Each participant will
be given 15 penalty kicks
and points will be awarded
depending on the area of the
scoring zones through which
the ball passes. All boys and
girls age 9 to 14 (as of Sept.

JOKE

of theWeek
Trading up

A blonde filled her car with gas at a self-service gas
station. After she had paid and driven away, she realized that she had left the gas cap on top of her car. She
stopped and looked and, sure enough, it was gone.
She thought for a second and realized that other people
must have done the same thing, and that it was worth
going back to look by the side of the road since even if
she couldn’t find her own gas cap, she might be able to
find one that fit. Sure enough, she hadn’t been searching
long when she found a gas cap. She tried it on, and it
went into place with a satisfying click.
She later told her husband about it. “You’ll be so proud
of me!” she said. “I lost my gas cap, but I found another
one that fits. And this one’s even better because it locks!”

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

classic kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620
1) are eligible to participate. Registration begins at 8:30 am
at the fields. Written parental consent is required. For more
information, about this event or the Knights of Columbus,
contact Frank Sylvester, Soccer Challenge Chair, at 616636-8151. #33

Lakeview School Alumni Banquet

Sept. 13: Lakeview School Alumni (this includes any
former Lakeview School student and guest from 2015 and
earlier) and retired teachers are invited to attend the annual
Alumni Banquet, to be held at Lakeview High School on
Sunday, September 13th. The cost is $15 per person with
open house at 11 am and dinner served at 1 pm. Reservations must be made prior to August 28th by sending payment, your name, maiden name (if applicable) and year of
graduation to: Maureen Jaqauys, 13952 Coral Rd., Coral
MI 49322, phone 231-354-6506. Come join in the fun
and you may be a lucky winner of some great door prizes.
Please spread the word to out-of-town classmates. #32,33p

New Things Happening at

$ DollarVille $

SundayS & MondayS--Buy $20 worth of merchandise
(pre-tax), Get 10% off your whole purchase!*
PLuS, you still get a stamp on your dollarVille Card!

Cedar Rock Mall | 14 Mile Rd., Rockford
Locally owned and Operated

Hours: Sun 12-5; M-T-W 9am-6pm;
Th-F 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-6pm

616-866-8912
*limited time offer

now Showing
DIGITAL Movies at the

Kent theatre
Meet the little voices
inside your head

August 21-25
showtimes:

Fri.: 6pm • 9pm
Sat.: 3pm • 6pm • 9pm
Sun.: 3pm • 6pm
moN.-tue.: 1pm

ONLY $3.00
8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 616-696-SHOW
www.kenttheatre.com
7469
comiNg sooN:
Digital Movie Tickets

August 28-30

sept. 2-6

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor
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School Starts September 8th!
To Make Smart
School Lunches,
Think Like a Kid
(StatePoint) Making school lunch can feel like a thankless
job, but it doesn’t have to be a major chore. Here are some
ways to make school lunches successful, not stressful:

Don’t Over-Pack

Does your child come home with untouched food? For a
distracted youngster, lunchtime flies by in an instant. By the
time the bell rings, little Suzie has barely peeled the top off her
yogurt. Keep portions kid-sized and don’t include more than
four or five items in the lunchbox.

Think Food Groups

Think of the lunchbox as a four-piece puzzle. The basic
components are protein, grain, fruit/vegetable and dairy.
Try making lunch kebobs with cold cut slices and chunks
of cheese (your dairy and protein groups), add a handful of
grapes (fruit) and a bagful of popcorn (grain). Or pack hummus, carrots and wheat pita (protein, grain and veggie), along
with applesauce (fruit) and a cheese stick (dairy). Olives or
pickles add extra flavor without too much extra fat or calories.

Let Them Assemble

Pack individual ingredients kids can assemble, which makes
them feel like they’re more in control of what they eat. For
example, include a half bagel with a container of shredded
mozzarella, tomato sauce and some sliced olives or pepperoni
slices so they can make their own pizza. Add a piece of fruit to
round out the meal.

Pick Portable Foods

Nothing’s worse than a lunchbox explosion. Whenev-

er possible, opt for dry foods and tight lids. Pack trail mix,
dried fruit, granola bars or snacks in single-serve cups, such
as Pearls Olives to Go! black ripe pitted or sliced olives. Such
foods usually have the added advantage of not spoiling, which
means they can be saved for afternoon snacking.

Keep Snacks in the Car

Kids always seem to want an afterschool snack. If home
is a bit of a drive, keep snacks on hand. Nuts, trail mix, single-serve olive cups and fruit are better options for a ravenous
child. Keep in mind, hungry kids are more likely to try novel
foods they might otherwise be reluctant to try.

Get Input

If your child is not eating enough, find out why. Ask your
child to create a list of foods every few months, as tastes
change and broaden. Add favorites to the rotation. Remem-

ber, just because your child eats a certain food at dinnertime
doesn’t mean it will be a popular lunch item.

Get Cute

If you’re feeling ambitious, cut sandwiches into shapes.
Sliced cherry tomatoes or olives make easy eyes, buttons and
mouths. A simple post-it note with a smiley face or “love you”
will go a long way to brightening your child’s day.
For more tips, recipes and coupons, or to enter a lunch box
promotion for a chance to win prizes, visit www.facebook.
com/PearlsOlives
Lunch isn’t rocket science, but creating meals children will
love every day can get tricky. Simple strategies can help ensure kids return from school with empty lunch boxes and satisfied tummies.

NOW ENROLLING

#wearechargers
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Make Vision Health a Priority
How sight affects learning in children, teens
(Family Features) As
children and teens gear up
for another year of studies,
parents should be aware of
often overlooked obstacles
that may hinder academic
success: vision problems.

Challenges with
learning and
performance

Living in a visual world,
almost 80 percent of what
children learn through age
12 is from their sense of
sight. In order to succeed in
common activities, such as
learning at school, reading, playing sports and being engaged in
everyday activities, kids call on more than 15 visual skills.
For children, the most common vision issues are known as
refractive errors, such as astigmatism, farsightedness and nearsightedness. These issues are more common than you may think
– affecting 1 in 4 school age kids. Such problems, when left
untreated, can hinder a child’s ability to learn in school.
In fact, studies conducted by the National Institutes of Health
and the National Eye Institute reveal that over 60 percent of students with learning problems have undiagnosed vision abnormalities that contribute to their difficulties.

Eye exams for every child

According to the American Optometric Association, children
should receive their first eye exam by age 1, a second at age 3 and
another before beginning kindergarten. From then on, students
should have a yearly comprehensive exam to evaluate their total vision. While some students may receive a yearly screening

Photo courtesy of Getty Images

from a school nurse, the American Foundation for Vision Awareness reveals that such
exams only identify 5 percent of childhood
vision issues.

Be aware of the signs

As a parent or caregiver, being aware of common health concerns in your children is part of your job. But are you aware of
the warning signs for bad vision? Consider the following symptoms that indicate a child may have a vision problem:
• Complains frequently about headaches or tired eyes
• Avoids activities that require near vision, such as reading or
homework
• Avoids activities that require distance vision, including participation in sports or play activities
• Sits too close to the TV or holds a book close to the face
• Loses place or skips words while reading

Survival tools for dorm-dwellers
(BPT) - College is full of milestone moments,
both wonderful (walking across the stage to get
your diploma) and not-so-great (realizing your
sick roommate has sneezed all over your desk
and mom and her Clorox wipes are miles away).
Dorm-dwelling is a rite of passage for many
college students; 40 percent of full-time students
at public colleges live on campus, according to
College Bound Network. Living in a dorm can
teach you responsibility and cooperation, introduce you to new people and cultures and serve
as an important step in your journey toward independence. Making a go of it without the immediate support of your parents can be a challenge,
however, so it pays to have some essential survival tools on hand.
The school supply experts at Staples recommend these 7 tools that every dorm-dweller should have on hand:

1. Desk organizers and accessories

You’ll probably have your own desk/work area in your dorm
room and it most likely won’t be spacious. Organizers and accessories can help keep the smallest workspace tidy and functioning
optimally. File sorters can help you stay on top of assignments;
drawer organizers can keep pens, pencils and paper clips out of the
way but still in reach, and a pencil cup with cellphone holder gives
you a place to park your phone while you’re working.

2. Headphones and wireless speakers

Whether you’re relaxing with some tunes or listening to a recording of a lecture you missed, you’ll want the best sound possible. Wireless speakers allow you to move the sound to where
you need it most without cluttering up the room with wires. When
you’re done using them, store them out of the way. Or, if you don’t
want to disturb your roommate (or be disturbed), a good set of
headphones are a must.

Berkshire
hathaway
home services

• Squints or tilts head to see better
• Closes one eye to read, watch TV or see better in general
• Writes uphill or downhill
• Finds it difficult to copy material from the whiteboard
If any of these warning signs are detected, parents or caregivers should schedule an appointment with an eye care professional for a comprehensive exam to evaluate the child’s vision and
identify any necessary treatment options.
Proper vision care is essential for overall health and wellbeing
for children of every age. View videos and learn more about
kids’ vision needs by visiting www.ameritasinsight.com.
ments. Make sure yours is fast and versatile - and a fun color! The
HP x360 Stream does everything you need and is available in cool
colors like blue and pink.

5. Storage solutions

Dorm rooms are rarely spacious, and don’t forget you’ll almost
certainly be sharing with at least one other person. Closet and
drawer space will be at a premium. Give yourself additional storage space, like a Premium File Crate from Staples in cobalt blue,
rose pink or eco green. Crates are stackable, can fit into corners
and can hold just about anything, from books to clothes to audio/
visual components. And they’re lightweight to pack up and move
when the school year ends.

6. Cleaning supplies

Remember that sick roommate who slimed your desk? That
won’t be the only mess you need to clean up in your dorm room.
Keep simple, multi-use cleaning supplies on hand like Clorox
Wipes, to mop up spills and fight germs. Remember, a clean dorm
room is a healthier dorm room!

7. A handheld shower caddy

3. Laundry accoutrements

It’s a time-honored joke that dorm-dwellers bring their dirty
laundry home for mom to do, but that’s not really what happens.
In reality, you’re going to have to do your own laundry while
you’re at school. Most dorms have communal laundry rooms, so
you’ll need a basket or bag in which to carry your laundry. It pays
to have your own detergent and fabric softener, too, as your roommate will quickly lose patience if you constantly mooch his. Find
a small laundry basket with a curve for your hip to make it easy
to carry, and consider using those all-in-one laundry packets that
incorporate detergent and softener in one pod.

4. A kick-butt laptop

Laptops are great for everything a college student needs
and wants to do, from gaming
to word processing, streaming
video or uploading assign-

If you would like to know the value
of your home, or want to know what
homes in your area are selling for,
please contact me for your FREE
Comparative Market Anaylsis
Duane Green

OPen HOuse

502 Northland Dr Ne
Rockford, MI 49341
Dir: 616-884-2309
duanegreen@bhhsmi.com

DuaneGreen.BHHSMichiganRealestate.com

U.S. Veteran proudly serving
area veterans and their families

• August 21st
5pm to 7pm

• August 22nd
11am to 1pm

• August 23rd

ClAsses begin
september 8th

RealtoR®

Michigan real estate

Dorms often have multiple rooms sharing a single bathroom.
Even if your room has its own attached bath, you’ll still be sharing
it with at least one other person. If you both leave all your shower
stuff there every day, the room will quickly become cluttered. Use
a portable shower caddy to transport shower essentials (don’t forget shower shoes/flip flops) to and from the bathroom each day.
That way, the room stays neat and you don’t have to worry about
your roommate using the last of your salon-quality shampoo!
Dorm dwelling can be a positive experience you’ll never forget,
as long as you move in with the right survival tools in hand.

Door
Prizes

3pm to 5pm
Celebrating 40 years in business!
No RegistRatioN fee when you
sign up at the opeN House

• Ballet • Pointe • Tap
• Hip Hop • Jazz • Kinderdance
• Mom & Tot • Belly Dance

snacks
and
Drinks

All Ages preschool thru Adult
Call 616-696-1449 or email dancingplusllc@yahoo.com
270 West St.|Cedar Springs

www.dancingplusllc.net
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Cedar Springs Public Schools
This school page is
brought to you by

Cedar Springs
Public Schools
and the following
supporters...

4116 17 Mile Rd. Ste G
Cedar Springs

616-696-7259

Welcome back
Dear Cedar Springs Public
Schools Families:
Welcome back to school for
the 2015-16 school year! It
is my hope you enjoyed the
last few months doing the
things you love to do during
our beautiful Michigan summers. I can assure you that
you have been missed. Our
students and families fill our

schools with excitement each
school year and you are precisely why we choose to be
educators…we love our kids
and families!
As you have been away
this summer we have been
working on preparations for
your return. Our teachers,
administrators and support
staff have been preparing

Orientation &
Open House Schedule
2015-2016 School Year

August 31, Monday

88 E. Division St., Sparta

616-887-1761

High School – Orientation
9th Grade – 12:00 pm
10th Grade – 8:00 am
11th Grade – 9:15 am
12th Grade – 10:30 am

September 1, Tuesday
6481 Greenville Rd.
Northtown Greenville

616-754-6101

4116 17 Mile Road
Cedar Springs

616-696-9610

Robinson
Septic Tank Cleaning
1565 Dagget Rd., Pierson

616-636-5565

New Beginnings - 5:30
Red Hawk Elementary
Team B (VanderLugt, Elenbaas, Gariepy, NEW) – 5:30 pm
Team A (Banagis, Ludwig, Verwys or Willette) – 7:00 pm

September 2, Wednesday

Cedar Trails Elementary 1st & Kindergarten 6:00 – 7:00 pm
Beach Elementary
2nd Grade 5:30 – 6:30 pm
3rd Grade 6:00 – 7:00 pm
Cedar View Elementary 4th & 5th 6:30 – 7:30 pm
Middle School
7th & 8th 5:00 – 6:30 pm

September 10, Thursday

Pre-School @ Cedar Trails – 6:00 pm

Food Service Information

Milk
$.40
Student Breakfast
$1.40
Elementary Lunch
$2.35
Secondary Lunch
$2.85
Free & Reduced Meal Forms are now available
online at www.lunchapp.com

2015-2016 School Year
Calendar
8450 Shaner Ave.
Rockford

616-866-0724

13655 Shaner Ave.
Cedar Springs

616-696-0622

8955 Sparta Ave.
Sparta

616-887-1791

Body Shop

69 Northland Dr.
Sand Lake

616-636-5341

13861 White Creek Ave.

616-696-0010

September 8		
1st Day for Students
September 25		
Student Early Release Day (2 hrs)
October 9		
Student Early Release Day (2 hrs
October 23		
Student Early Release Day (2 hrs)
November 6		
Student Early Release Day (2 hrs)
November 6		
End of Quarter 1
November 20		
Student Early Release Day (2 hrs)
November 20		
End of Trimester 1
November 25		
No School for Students and Staff
November 26-27		
Thanksgiving Break
November 30		
No School for Students –
December 4		
Student Early Release Day (2 hrs)
December 18		
Student Early Release Day (2 hrs)
Dec 21 - Jan 1		
Winter Break
January 15		
Student Early Release Day (2 hrs)
January 22		
End of Quarter 2; End of Semester 1
January 29		
Student Early Release Day (2 hrs)
February 12		
No School for Students
February 15-16		
Mid-Winter Break
February 26		
Student Early Release Day (2 hrs)
March 11		
Student Early Release Day (2 hrs)
March 11		
End of Trimester 2
March 25		
Student Early Release Day (2 hrs)
March 31		
End of Quarter 3
April 1 		
No School for Students and Staff
April 4 - April 8		
Spring Break
April 15			
Student Early Release Day (2 hrs)
April 29			
Student Early Release Day (2 hrs)
May 13			
Student Early Release Day (2 hrs)
May 27			
No School for Students and Staff 				
Snow Day Make-Up
May 30			
Memorial Day Break
June 8			
Last Day for Students
June 8			
End of Quarter 4; Semester 2
June 8			
End of Trimester 3
June 10,13,14,15,16 Snow Day Make Up if needed

classrooms and schools for
you. They have been actively
engaged in preparing for the
academic and extracurricular year to begin. They are
anxious to have you back for
another great year of learning
adventures.
It is an honor and a privilege
to serve as your CSPS superintendent. I take great pleasure in knowing that at CSPS,

students come first. On behalf
of the CSPS Board of Education, administration, teachers
and support staff, thank you
for partnering with us to provide the very best education
for our students. Please know
I enjoy meeting and getting to
know our students and families so call or drop by for a
visit at any time.

Warmly,
Laura VanDuyn, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Campus Kids – Before and After School Care
We are currently accepting registrations
for Before and After School Care. We are
located in Cedar Trails Elementary on the
Cedar Springs School campus. We are
open Monday through Friday from 6:00am
to 8:30am and 3:30pm to 6:00pm beginning September 8, 2015.
The cost is $8.00 for Before School care
and $8.00 for After School care or $15
a day if you need to use both before and
after school care. There is a registration
fee of $20 for one child or $35 for a fam-

ily. Breakfast and an afternoon snack are
included. The children will enjoy arts and
crafts projects, homework assistance, enrichment activities, outdoor play, gym time,
peer interaction, etc. For an additional
charge, we also offer care on early release
days and on snow days for pre-registered
children. Forms are available online or by
visiting Cedar Trails Elementary.
Please call (616) 696-1716 or email campus_kids@csredhawks.org for additional
information.
START

DAILY

TIME

DISMISSAL

New Beginnings

8:25

2:22

High School

7:37

2:32

Middle School

7:25

2:20

Red Hawk

7:27

2:22

Beach

8:40

3:31

Cedar View

8:40

3:31

Cedar Trails

8:40

3:31

Great Start Readiness - Full Day

8:40

3:31

ECSE AM

8:40

11:30

ECSE PM

12:41

3:31

R1TS

7:37

2:32

Building / Program

SCHOOL BUS STOPS—School

buses are like traffic signals

When overhead lights are flashing yellow—PREPARE TO
STOP!
When overhead lights are flashing red—STOP
When the hazard warning lights are flashing—
PROCEED WITH CAUTION

Athletic Information:
Golden Age Pass

Pay to Participate
does not include event pass

If you are 60 years of age or older and are a resident
of the Cedar Springs School District, you could be eligible for a Lifetime Golden Age Pass. This pass entitles you to admission to school sponsored activities
and athletic events offered by member schools. Some
restrictions apply. Certain athletic contests may require
a fee (conference, regional and state tournaments).
For an application, visit www.csredhawks.org/athletics/index.html or stop by the Cedar Springs District Office at 204 E Muskegon St, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

ATHLETIC BOOSTERS
All meetings are held at the High School Media
Center from 7pm - 8pm. See you there!
August 17, August 31, October 5, November 2, December 7, January 4, February 1, March 7, April
11, May 2, June 6. For more information, contact
Cedar Spring High School Athletics Department @
616-696-9080

High School Athletes—$100
Middle School Athletes—$50

All Seasons Pass

Family Pass—$225.00

Includes 2 Adult, 3 Children passes only.
Does not include athletic participation fee.

Adult Pass—$75.00
Student Pass—$50.00
Student Athlete—$25.00

Athletic Schedules

Fall High School and Middle School Athletic Schedules are available. You may
download/print the schedules by
visiting www.csredhawks.org/
Athletics/index.html or the High
School Athletics office.

Board of Education – 2015-2016 Board of Education Meetings – 6:45 p.m.
Patricia Eary - President
Matt Shoffner– Vice President

Hilltop Community Resource Center
(third floor) unless otherwise posted
September 14, 28*

February 8, 22*

Brook Nichols – Secretary

October 12, 26*

March 14, 28*

Michelle Bayink – Treasurer

November 9, 23*

April 25

Jeff Gust – Trustee

December 14

May 23

Shannon Vanderhyde – Trustee

January 11, 25*

June 13, 27

Joe Marckini – Trustee

*work sessions

These are open meetings, and the public is encouraged to attend. For more information call 616-696-1204
Board of Education Policies are available at the following web address: http://policy.ctspublish.com/cedarsprings-masb

The Cedar Springs Post

Thursday, August 20, 2015

Page 11

Creative Technologies Academy
Making a Difference in the Things that Matter
CREATIVE TECHNOLOGIES ACADEMY
SCHOOL CALENDAR –
2015-16 -- 175 SCHOOL DAYS

Creative Technologies Academy
Annual Public Notices

Grades K-5: 8:00am – 3:00 pm
Grades 6-12: 7:45 am - 2:45 pm
FlexTrac Grades 9-12: (7:45 am – 2:45 pm including
2 self-scheduled hours)

PARENTS RIGHT TO KNOW Asbestos Management Plan

Aug.

26
31

New Teacher Orientation 9:00 AM – 3:00 PM
Teacher PD day – 8 hours – 8 AM - 4 PM

Sept.

1
Employee Orientation 12:30-3:30 PM
1
Traditional Orientation & Open House
		
(K-12) - 5:30 – 8:00 PM
2
Teacher PD day – 8 hours – 8 AM - 4 PM
3
Teacher PD day – 8 hours – 8 AM – 4 PM
8
First Day of School
25
Student Early Release – PLC (2 hours)
		
Oct.
9
Student Early Release – PLC (2 hours)
19
Parent/Superintendent Town Hall Meeting –
		
6 PM
19-22 Student Led Parent Teacher Conferences 		
		
(required of all students and parents)
23
Student Early Release – PD Data 		
		
Teams (2 hours)
Nov.

6
20
24
25
26-27		
		

Student Early Release – PLC (2 hours)
Student Early Release – PLC (2 hours)
End of 1st Trimester (56 days)
No School for Students and Staff 		
No School for Students and Staff - 		
Thanksgiving Break

Dec.

4
18
18
21Jan 1

Student Early Release – PLC (2 hours)
Student Early Release – PLC (2 hours)
Last Day before Winter break
No School for Students and Staff - 		
Winter Break

4
15
25-28
		
		
29

Classes Resume
Student Early Release – PLC (2 hours)
High School Student Led Parent 		
Teacher Conferences (required of all 		
High School students and parents)
Student Early Release – PLC (2 hours)

Jan.

Feb.

12
15-16
		
26

Student Early Release – PD (2 hours)
No School for Students and Staff Mid-Winter Break
Student Early Release – PLC (2 hours)

March

End of 2nd trimester (63 days)
Student Early Release – PLC (2 hours)
Student Early Release – PLC (2 hours)

11
11
25

April
1
No School for Students and Staff
		
(possible weather make up day)
4-8
No School for Students and Staff - 		
		
Spring Break
15
Student Early Release – PLC (2 hours)
29
Student Early Release – PD Data 		
Teams (2 hours)
		
		
May
9
Parent/Superintendent Town Hall Meeting –
		
6 PM
9-12 Student Led Parent Teacher Conferences 		
		
(required of all students and parents)
13
Student Early Release – PLC (2 hours)
27
No School for Students and Staff
		
(possible weather
make up day)
30
No School for Students and Staff 		
Memorial Recess
		
June
9
Last Day of School - End of 3rd Trimester 		
		
(56 days)
10
Teacher Work Day
10, 13, 14, 15, 16, 17 Possible make up days for
inclement weather
NOTICE OF OPEN ENROLLMENT FOR 2016-17:
JANUARY 15, 2016 – FEBRUARY 15, 2016

The Creative Technologies Academy’s Board Policy
Manual contains the following policy which is applicable
to all Title I schools. CTA does NOT receive Title I funds,
nevertheless it adheres to the following policy:
In accordance with the requirement of Section 1111 of
Title I, for each school receiving Title I funds, the School
Leader shall make sure that all parents of students in that
school are notified that they may request, and the Academy will provide the following information on the student’s
classroom teachers:
A. whether the teacher(s) have met the State qualification
and licensing criteria for the grade level and subject areas
they are teaching;
B. whether the teacher(s) is teaching under any emergency or provisional status in which the State requirements
have been waived;
C. the undergraduate major of the teacher(s) and the area
of study and any
certificates for any graduate degrees earned;
D. the qualifications of any paraprofessionals providing
services to their child(ren);
In addition, the parents shall be provided:
E. information on the level of achievement of their
child(ren) on the required State academic assessments;
F. timely notice if the student is assigned to a teacher
who is not “highly qualified” as required, or if the student
is taught for more than four (4) weeks by a teacher who is
not highly qualified.
The notices and information shall be provided in an understandable format, and to the extent possible, in a language the parent(s) understand.
INSTRUCTIONS MATERIALS -- RIGHT TO INSPECT
Parents have the right to inspect any instructional materials used as part of the educational curriculum for their
student. Instructional material means instructional content,
regardless of format, that is provided to the student, including printed or representational materials, audiovisual materials, and materials available in electronic or digital formats
(such as materials accessible through the Internet.) Instructional material does not include academic tests or academic
assessments.
Affirmed by the Board of Directors, August 12, 2015

Important
First Dates!
K-12 Orientation
and Open House

Tuesday, September 1,
5:30 PM – 8 PM
FIRST DAY OF SCHOOL
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 8

The Asbestos Emergency Response Act (AHERA) requires all schools to have an “Asbestos Management Plan”
and to make that plan available to all concerned parties.
Creative Technologies Academy, an asbestos free school,
hereby notifies all parents, building occupants, and the
parent association that the Asbestos Management Plan for
all buildings under the jurisdiction of this local education
agency is available in the principal’s office of Creative
Technologies Academy located at 350 Pine Street in Cedar
Springs Michigan.
This notification is to advise all concerned parties that the
Asbestos Management Plan required under the AHERA is
available for review upon request. The plans can be viewed
by any person during normal business hours. Those interested in reviewing the Asbestos Management Plan can inquire about the hours and times that the plans are available
by contacting Mr. Dan Clark, Director of Energy and Maintenance, or the School Leader at 616-696-4905.
Creative Technologies Academy has followed all of the
laws pertaining to asbestos in schools for the state of Michigan. Based on the findings, there is no asbestos on the CTA
campus. Steps have been taken for a permanent exemption
because there is no asbestos to monitor or remove.
Affirmed by the Board of Directors, August 12, 2015

Integrated Pest Management
Policy and Plan
In accordance with Michigan Regulation 637, the following policy and plan has been adopted at:
Creative Technologies Academy
350 Pine Street
Cedar Springs, Michigan 49319
Integrated Pest Management (IPM) requires that the
Academy use the least hazardous methods first (fly swatters, vacuuming, housekeeping practices, elimination of
insect/rodent food, harborage of entry points, etc.) to remove pests from the school environment before resorting
to chemical treatment.
Only professional licenses individuals shall be allowed to
apply commercial grade pesticides or herbicides and proper advance notification of application(s) shall be given. No
area(s) shall be treated while occupied by staff or students
Notice of this service shall be published to all parents,
guardians or students, and staff. In case of emergency, limited use of pesticides or herbicides is permitted without advance notice.
This universal sign shall be posted for 48 hours after
commercial application of pesticides or herbicides is made,
or for an appropriate period of time as recommended by the
licensed professional.
Pesticides In Use
Rodent or pest sightings shall be reported to the school
office and shall be recorded in the IPM Log Book. The licensed person providing the pest control service shall review this list prior to providing treatment within or outside
the building.
Board Adopted: August 9, 2001 Board Recorder:
Lexie K. Coxon
Reaffirmed by the Board of Directors, August 12, 2015
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Legal NOTICES
Township
of Nelson
County of Kent,
Michigan

Summary of Nelson
Township Board Meeting
2 Maple Street
Sand Lake, MI 49343
Nelson Township/Sand Lake Hall
Tuesday, August 11, 2015
7:00 PM

Present: Hoffman, Austin, Mahoney and
Armstrong.
Absent: Noreen
Board action approved: Resolution 2015013 September 18, 2015 as recognition day for
Prisoner of War/Missing in Action; amend budget
center 850-951 by $25.00; allow Charter to
install secondary internet access for the Nelson
Township/Sand Lake Library; Clerk’s professional
development retreat.
Discussed: Proposals for Venman’s landscaping
5337 17 Mile and Ice stops for the library will be
available next month.
Complete copies of the minutes are available at
the Township Hall during regular business hours
Monday – Thursday 9 AM to 3 PM.
Dated: August 20, 2015

Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

Solon Township
Hall

15185 Algoma Avenue
Cedar Springs MI 49319

PUBLIC NOTICE
Summary of Minutes of the
Regular Board Meeting,
August 11, 2015.

Board Members Present: Robert Ellick, V. Fred
Gunnell, Mark Hoskins, Art Gerhardt, Mary Lou
Poulsen
Board Members Absent: none
Approved: agenda; consent agenda; Resolution
for POW/MIA recognition day, resignation of fire
fighter, budget amendment to separate Fire Operating Fund from General Fund, Fire Department
fund requests of SCBA repair, FFI & II academy
registrations & mileage, RICO training fee, brush
unit repairs, apparatus preventive maintenance.
Motions Failed: none.
No action taken: none.
Tabled: fire fighter resignation.
Public Comments: J. Drake.
Adjournment: 8:15 p.m.
The complete text of this summary is available at
the Township Hall during regular business hours or
on the township’s web site @ www.solontwp.org.
Dated: August 20, 2015

Mary Lou
Poulsen, Clerk

The POST is online @
www.cedarspringspost.com
at home or away...
we’re just a click
away

Summary of the Regular
Meeting of the
Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, August 13, 2015
66 S. Main St.
Cedar Springs, Michigan
The Meeting was Called to Order by Mayor Gerald
Hall at 7:00 p.m.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
All Councilmembers were present.
One person addressed the Council during the
Public Forum.
A public hearing was held on the conditional transfer
of property located within Solon Township to the City
of Cedar Springs.
The agenda was approved with additions.
Correspondence was offered.
The following were approved: Policy 14 regarding the public inspection of assessing records; a
license agreement between the City and Yankee
Zephyr Racing Promotions; a mayoral appointment to the DDA; an agreement for Fire Department hose testing; a bid for fire truck repairs; a
bid for the purchase of a Bio Chemical Oxygen
Demand incubator for the waste water treatment
plant; a bid to upgrade the City’s SCADA water
system and Res. No. 2015 – 26, approving City
water and sanitary sewer service to and affecting
the conditional transfer of certain real property
from the jurisdiction of Solon Township to the jurisdiction of the City.
Discussions were held on the following: the
placement of the Red Flannel Festival medallion;
the relocation of the Fire Barn; the new library;
Community Building Development Team proposed projects; waiving fees for sidewalk display
and other permitting fees in the downtown; Planning Commission bylaws and Ordinance Nos.
190 and 191.
The City Manager’s and monthly department reports were offered.
Council comments were heard.
The meeting adjourned at 10:00 p.m.
A complete copy of the minutes is available in
the office of the City Clerk and will be published
on the City’s website www.cityofcedarsprings.org
upon approval.
Dated: August 20, 2015

Score

Linda Christensen
City Clerk
616.696.1330

...continued from page 6

help your loyal customers by passing along leads you come
across that can improve either their business or personal
lives.
Exceptional service entails treating a customer’s problems as if they were your own-even if it costs you more
money. Occasionally you may even have the opportunity
to fix a problem caused by a customer’s use of one of your
competitors’ products or services. And it is an opportunity:
to switch their allegiance.
Exceeding expectations is the icing on the cake of customer satisfaction-knowing what your customers expect
you to provide and then adding another layer of value.
What can you do today to create the satisfied customers of
tomorrow?
Through surveys, comment cards, and simply talking
with your customers, you can learn what considerations
make the biggest impression on your best customers.
To learn more about ways to meet and exceed customer
expectations, contact SCORE Grand Rapids at (616) 7710305 and talk to one of our counselors who will provide
free and confidential business counseling. Call 1-616/7710305 to talk to a SCORE counselor, or find a counselor online at www.scoregr.org.

Public Notice

Regular Meeting of the cedar
Springs Planning commission
tuesday, September 8, 2015
7:00 p.m.
cedar Springs city Hall
66 S. Main St.
cedar Springs, Michigan
A Public Hearing will be held regarding a Special
Land Use as requested by CD Barnes, authorized agent on behalf of Fouroost, LLC, buyer,
developer, for property located at 13900 White
Creek Avenue.
The developer wishes to construct a drive through
business which is only permitted in a Highway
Commercial District with a Special Land Use.
Please plan on attending the meeting if you wish
to make comment. If you are unable to attend the
meeting; but wish to have your comments heard,
you may put them in writing and send them to:
Cedar Springs Planning Commission, 66 S. Main
St., Cedar Springs, Michigan 49319.
Dated: August 20, 2015

Cats

Linda Christensen
City Clerk
616.696.1330

...continued from front page

mandated stray hold. If space is limited, owner-surrendered
cats aren’t placed for adoption; they are euthanized. Historically, the majority of KCAS’s cat intake has been stray
cats and HSWM’s cat intake has been owner surrendered.
“Communities that have a municipal and non-profit shelter working side by side sometimes find it beneficial to enact policies and procedures to direct all owner surrender
cats to the non-profit shelter while the municipal shelter
only takes in strays,” said Carly Luttmann, Program Supervisor at KCAS. “We are hopeful that by implementing
this strategy, we will see a higher success rate for placement of adoptable owner-surrender cats at HSWM and a
high success rate for placement of adoptable stray cats and
more successful return to owners of stray cats at KCAS. It
also makes sense for the public to just have one place to go
looking for their lost cats.”
With the new BISSELL Cattery Enrichment Center,
HSWM has seen an increase in the amount of owner surrendered cats who are able to be adopted. “Typically cats
coming into a shelter situation need some time to adjust,”
said Namiko Ota-Noveskey, Director of Animal Behavior
and Care. “We have been successfully able to place cats
that are a bit shyer and just need some time to get used to
their new surroundings.”
HSWM manages their admission and asks the public to
schedule an appointment before bringing any animal. Appointments can be made by contacting via phone at 616453-8900 or via email, admitting@hswestmi.org. Hours
of intake are Tuesday-Friday 10am-5pm and Saturdays,
11am-4pm. For more information on intake policies, visit
www.hswestmi.org.
KCAS accepts animals during open hours, Monday-Friday 9:30am-1pm and 2pm-6:30 pm. For more information
on intake policies, please visit www.accesskent.com/kcas
or call 616-632-7300.
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Voices / views Post Scripts
On Voting ... and not
By Lee H. Hamilton

“The vigor of our system depends on the
The campaigning for next year’s
vote of each citizen. We have to make it
elections is starteasier to vote and harder to cheat.”
ing to draw more
attention,
and
—Lee Hamilton
with it comes a
focus on voters
and their mood. Which is cal politicians. It’s time for election management across the
all well and good, but it country to be in non-partisan hands.
leaves out of the equation
The aim of reforming the system is to make voting conone large bloc of citizens: people who are eligible to vote, venient, efficient, and pleasant, to make sure the mechanics
but don’t.
work as they ought, and to ensure that disputes are handled
They give a multitude of reasons: they’re too busy, or fairly. State governments, not localities, should be responvoting takes too much time, or they’re turned off by poli- sible for the accuracy and quality of voter lists.
tics and the money game. Sometimes they’re ill or disabled.
Finally, there’s the question of voter ID. It’s legitimate to
Sometimes they ran into ID requirements that stymied ensure that a person presenting himself or herself at the votthem.
ing site is the same one named on the voting list. But requirAlthough there are plenty of policy-makers whose chief ing an ID needs to be accompanied by aggressive efforts
concern is to protect the integrity of the ballot and reduce to find voters and provide free access to the voting booth.
fraud, others are deeply worried about falling rates of vot- Instead, a lot of states that have instituted ID requirements
er participation. They’re concerned because voting doesn’t have dismissed the idea that this imposes a responsibility
just put office-holders in place and push policy in one di- to reach out to voters and make IDs available to those who
rection or another. It also affirms the electoral system. The can’t afford it. They’re subverting representative democravigor of our system depends on the vote of each citizen.
cy.
So what do we do about it?
Lee Hamilton was a member of the U.S. House of RepreGenerally speaking, Democrats have emphasized making sentatives for 34 years. He writes regularly about Congress
ballot access easier; Republicans have focused on ballot in- and what individuals can
tegrity. Both need to be addressed. The vigor of our system do to make our representadepends on the vote of each citizen. We have to make it tive democracy work better.
easier to vote and harder to cheat.
His columns are part of the
We also need to modernize the system. Ours is fragile and educational mission of the
uneven. We’ve already had one presidential election decid- Center on Congress at Indied by courts on a question of failed infrastructure. More ana University, where he is
embarrassing cases will certainly occur.
director. www.centeronconAnd the days are long past when it was okay to place gress.org
election administration in the hands of partisan state or lo-

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350
words. The subject should be relevant to local readers, and the editor reserves the right to reject letters
or edit for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns. All submissions MUST be accompanied by full name, mailing address and daytime phone
number. We use this information to verify the letter’s
authenticity. We do not print anonymous letters, or acknowledge letters we do not use. Writers are limited to
one letter per month. Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or send to PostScripts, Cedar Springs Post,
PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.
Dear Editor,
In answer to Kathy Bremmer’s letter regarding to Cedar Springs’ “in-kind services” contributed to the Red
Flannel Festival. To keep it short and sweet: a few years
before the Red Flannel Festival/Cedar Springs blow-up
took place, all the Festival policing and cleanup was
furnished, free of charge, by the Village/City. It was the
municipality’s part in the production of the celebration.
The Festival benefits the City and the City benefits the
Festival. The Red Flannel history includes them BOTH
and because the city is a beneficiary of the event it is
appropriate that they should make a contribution to the
celebration.
Dorothy Bishop,
Past Director of the Red Flannel Festival and
68-year resident of Cedar Springs and environs.
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Year 'round 24 hour service
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Residential
& Commercial
One Fee for a Deep Clean
RegulaR Cleanings:

Call for estimate

231.429.0808

T_monster_1@yahoo.com

Absolute Heating
& Ventilation LLC
2011
Dealer of the year

For FREE Estimates
call 616-866-5096

reaching around the world

Call a Sales Rep TODAY!

616-696-3655

EXCAVATING, INC.

Screened TopSoil
SCREENED
TOPSOIL
gravel
Sand
GRAVEL •• SAND
recycled
RECYCLED concreTe
CONCRETE
Licensed &
LICENSED
& insured
INSURED
commerciaL &
& residentiaL
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

636-5524
636-5524

www.deanexcavating.com

CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
Quality Flatwork • Poured walls
licensed & insured • Free estimates

P 616.636.5453
F 616.636.5466

6653 - 136th St.
Sand Lake, MI 49343

Professional auto rePair

New hours: M-F 8-6 • sat. 8-4 • suN. Closed

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

15670 NorthlaNd dr.
betweeN Cedar spriNgs
aNd saNd lake

696-8863

ALL MAKES & MODELS

Low Cost Rentals Available

Auto Glass Installation

696-1830

13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

aNy Car aNy repair

diesel - hybrid • MediuM & heavy duty • ForeigN & doMestiC

FLORIST AdvAnced Pest solutions

THE PosT

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

Your original
hometown florist
“Look
for
our
specials
“Look
canopy
“Look for
for the
the striped
green canopy
on Facebook.”
&& bright
yellow
bright
yellow doors”
doors”

866-0990

17 N. Main St.

CommERCIAL & RESIDEnTIAL
Our Reputation:
QUALITY • PRICE • SERVICE

• AnTS • WASPS • BEES • YELLoW JACkETS • HoRnETS
• RoACHES • FLEAS & TICkS • moSQUIToES • TERmITES
• RoDEnTS • moLES • CARPEnTER AnTS

SAmE DAY SERVICE • 31 YEARS ExPERIEnCE

616-696-2986 • 888-696-2980

CLASSIFIEDS
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616-696-3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

real Estate
NOTICE: All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject
to the Federal Fair Housing Amendments Act and the Michigan
Civil Rights Act, which make it illegal to advertise “any preference,
limitation or discrimination based on race, color, religion, sex,
national origin, handicap, familial status, age or marital status,
or an intention to making any such preference, limitation or
discrimination.” Familial Status includes children under the age
of 18 living with parents or legal custodians, pregnant women and
people securing custody of children under 18. This newspaper
will not knowingly accept any advertising for real estate, which
is in violation of the law. To report discrimination, call the Fair
Housing Center at 616-451-2980. The HUD toll-free number for
the hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

LAND FOR SALE

HOMES FOR SALE

For Sale: 2 city blocks/ 16 city
lots on W. Cherry St. in Cedar
Springs. Excellent site for a
multi senior living complex
or large private setting with
Cedar Creek, a trout stream
crossing the property. Phone
Bob Truesdale at 616-6963991. #32-34p

small ads
make ¢ents
Call The POST

696-3655

CEDARFIELD
55+
COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

NEW LISTING
Prime
perimeter
location

with garage

$55,000

616-696-1100

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline:

Monday by 5:00 p.m.

No Billing - All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00

for first 25 words,

20¢ for each additional word
(pricing includes ad placement on our website)

NOW
HIRING!
NOW
Call The POST

616.696.3655
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HIRING!
several positions available!
Workbox Staffing has
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• Machineavailable!
Operator
several
positions
CNC Machinist needed in the Howard City Area
Maintenance
• Tool
& inDie Repair
General production
needed
Assembly
• Machine
Operator
Big Rapids $10.00/hr, Sparta Area $9.50/hr,
CNC Machinist
needed
the$10.00/hr
Howard City
Area
Summer
Help
•inTool
Quality
Manager
Greenville
$8.50
to
Maintenance
•
&
Die
Repair
General production needed in
General Labors/Spray Painters, Machine Operators
Big Rapids $10.00/hr, Sparta Area $9.50/hr,
General
Labor
•Quality
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needed
in
Rockford
$8.00
to•$8.50/hr
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•$8.50
Manager
Summer
Help
•CNC
Quality
Manager
Greenville
to $10.00/hr
FreightLabors/Spray
Management
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on
General
Painters,
Machine
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••CNC
•$8.50/hr
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2ndLabor
shift
Grand
Rapids
$17.00/hr
needed
in in
Rockford
$8.00 to
Fabricators
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Tech’s
Freight Management
needed
on
Carpenters
needed in Coordinator
Grand Rapids
$15.00/hr
2nd
shift inneeded
Grand
$17.00/hr
Fabricators
•inRapids
Process
Tech’s
Powder
Coaters
Grand
Rapids $11.00/hr
Welders
•
Brake
Press
Operators
Carpenters needed in Grand Rapids $15.00/hr
Material Handler with Plastics Experience
Welders • Brake Press Operators
Powder Coaters needed in Grand Rapids $11.00/hr
neededHandler
on 2nd with
in Grand
Rapids
$8.75
Material
Plastics
Experience
Fabricator
metal
experience
needed onwith
2nd sheet
in Grand
Rapids
$8.75
needed
in Grand
$13.00
to $20.00/hr
Fabricator
withRapids
sheet metal
experience
needed independing
Grand Rapids
$13.00 to $20.00/hr
on experience
depending on experience

Warehouse Workers
Warehouse
Workers
with
Forklift Experience

with Forklift Experience

And
many more
jobs,... APPLY TODAY
ANDAnd
MANY
MORE
many more
jobs,... APPLY TODAY
AND
MANY
MORE

Call Today
Today for
for an
an appointment
appointment
Call

Se Habla Espanol

Se
Habla Espanol
616-326-2550
616-326-2550
STAFFING

CEDAR SPRINGS

STAFFING

NEWAYGO

4753 14
Mile Road, Rockford
NEWAYGO
CEDAR
4116 - 17SPRINGS
Mile
Rd.
8235 Mason
Dr., Suite A

4753 14
Mile Road, Rockford
4116 - 17 Mile
Rd.
8235
Mason Dr., Suite A
616-326-2550
231-303-9000

616-326-2550

231-303-9000

AUCTION

Child Care

616-696-2598

Learn Play & Grow Daycare. Let your child Learn
Play & Grow with us this
fall. 616-255-7624. #3235p

www.artsmithauctions.com

Auction Sale
In accordance with the
provisions of law, there being
due and unpaid charges
for which the undersigned
is entitled to satisfy, an
owner’s lien of the goods
hereinafter described and
stored at CEDARFIELD
SELF STORAGE located
at 3592 – 17 Mile Rd.,
Cedar Springs, MI 49319,
888-865-4800 is hereby
enforced; and, due notice
having been given to the
owners of said property and
all parties known to claim
an interest therein, and the
time specified in such notice
for payment having expired,
the goods will be sold at
public auction to the
highest bidder or otherwise
disposed of on Saturday,
August 29, 2015 at 10
am. Cash only. We reserve
the right to refuse any or
all bids. Larry Peterman
D429 (10’x20’) household
goods; Sheena Tate E510
(10’x20’) household goods;
Stetson Tate F619 (10’x20’)
household goods.

Notice

Notice to
creditors
the dionna A. rabe
Living trust

to ALL creditors
Notice to creditors:
The decedent, Dionna A.
Inman, a/k/a Dionna A.
Rabe, who lived at 184
Oak Street, Cedar Springs,
Michigan 49319 died July 9,
2015.
Creditors of the decendent
are notified that all claims
against the trust assets will
be forever barred unless
presented to Sherry Kerr,
a/k/a Sherry Lynn Rogers
named Successor Trustee
of the Dionna A. Rabe,
Living Trust.
Jason M. Rop (P71856)
Blaskeslee Rop, PLC
240 Northland Drive
Rockford, MI 49341
(616) 866- 9593
Sherry Kerr, Successor
Trustee of the dionna A.
rabe Living trust
12301 Lappley Avenue NE
Rockford, Michigan 49341
Dated: August 20, 2015

School Bus Drivers and Attendants

We’ll train you to be the best School Bus Drivers and Attendants for General Education
and Special Needs Students. Drivers start at $13.25/hr, split shift required, benefits
partially paid with seniority, CDL required for drivers or will train. Drivers must have
excellent driving history. Must pass background check and remain drug free. We
look forward to meeting you in person Mon-Fri
at Dean Transportation, 429 South Union St.
NW, Sparta, MI 49345 or at 4155 Trade Drive,
Grand Rapids, MI 49508 or apply online at
www.deantransportation.com/jobs

crafts/
bazaars
WANTED: crafters for annual
church Bazaar. November 14,
9-3. Booths are $30.00. $5.00
additional for table or electric.
Contact Marilyn @ 616-4376839, or website for application.
scwchurch.org. Solon Center
Wesleyan Church. #33,34b

Thursday, August 20, 2015

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –
Garage/
yard sales

Services

Plan Ahead And SAVE!
Run your sale ad for TWO
weeks and the 2nd week is
½ off! Expires 9-14-15.

A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb

Huge Multi-family Indoor
Rummage Sale at Grace EFC
on the corner of Northland Drive
and 13 Mile Rd. Thursday &
Friday, August 20 & 21 from 8
am to 6 pm. All proceeds help
fund a local family’s international
adoption process. 616-6960471 for details. #32,33p

Garage Doors: Spring repairs. Sales, service and
installation of garage doors
and electric openers. Lowest prices guaranteed.
Free Estimates. 616-3343574. #tfnp

Apartments

for Rent

For sale

One bedroom Apartment for
rent. Downtown Cedar Springs.
Recently remodeled. Call 616918-6430. #32b

Tractor: Allis Chalmers B, runs
great, 12 volt start, newer tires.
$1100.00. 616-636-8772. #33p

Lost and
found

small ads
make ¢ents

Help

Wanted
Looking for an experienced
DENTAL ASSISTANT to “float”
between two very busy offices.
One located in Sand Lake
and one in NE Grand Rapids.
Please send cover letter and
resume to generaldentist534@
gmail.com. #33,34b
O/O’s
Needed!
Dedicated
Routes from Ionia, MI to
Claycomo, MO. CDL-A, 12 mo.
Exp. B&W Interstate. Tabitha:
800-325-7884 x4. #33,34p
Truck Drivers needed for a
rapidly
growing
Petroleum
Distribution Company. Class
A CDL with “X” endorsement
required and tanker experience
is a plus. Competitive pay &
benefits including health &
dental. Shift premium for 2nd
shift drivers. Send resume to
Attn Truck Drivers, PO Box 788,
Greenville, MI 48838 or email
to Transport@petersenoil.com.
#33,34b
Workbox Staffing has
openings at Byrne Electrical on both 1st and 2nd
shifts with a few on 3rd shift.
Must have good hand coordination, willing to train.
Apply today! Apply today at
4116 – 17 Mile Rd., Cedar
Springs,
616-326-2550.
Apply online before stopping in at www.workboxstaffing.com. #32-35b

Drivers: Ryder Hiring Event Class A Regional Drivers.
Grand Rapids, MI. Come to
Our Hiring Event with interviews on site! Where: Holiday
Inn Express; 6569 Clay Ave
SW, Grand Rapids, MI. When:
Wednesday 8/19 10am-7pm
& Thursday 8/20 9am-6pm.
Regional: Home once during
the week & Home again on
Weekends. Average Annual
Salary $65,000. For details
please call 1-315-729-5798,
refer to job# 19676 or apply
online at www.ryder.jobs

Ryder is an
EEO Employer/Vet/Disabled

Lost: Set of keys, Chrysler car
key & fob, lost about July 10th in
the Pierson area, possibly on
Whitefish or Dagget. Call 616636-4132. #29
Found: Set of keys – black
GMC key and a house key with
Detroit Lions emblem and large
red key clip, found on Hanna
near Solon Rd. Call the POST
to identify at 616-696-3655. #28

Critter

Corner
Lost: Female cat, 12 yrs. old,
lost on Saturday, July 25th
near the AYSO soccer fields
on Ritchie Ave. “Babygirl” is
a tabby with dark gray stripes
and a white patch on her
chest. She is very healthy, fully
declawed, and may not respond
well to strangers. Her owner
is devastated and we have
looked everywhere. If you see
her, please call 269-615-2272.
ASAP. #31
Found: Maine Coon cat on
Indian Lakes Rd. near Edgerton.
Very affectionate cat that is
living outdoors, but searching
for its previous home. Please
call 616-696-0471 or 616-6901773 to claim. #32

PETS of the Week
Axel – Male American
Pit Bull
My name is Axel and I’m
9 months old. I’m great
on walks and I love to
play! I’m very affectionate and love to cuddle
and be pet. I’m looking
for a great forever home
where I can have lots of
love and regular activity!
Crookshanks - Female Domestic Shorthair
My name is Crookshanks and I’m 2 years
old. I came to the Humane Society after being attacked and my eye
was severely wounded.
Eventually they had to
remove my eye, but I’ve
healed really well! I am
basically a puppy in a
cat’s body. I am super
playful and enjoy playing with other cats, and
even wrestling dogs!
I’ve been looking for
my forever home since April and am ready to join a
home with people who can play with me regularly and
give me lots of love. Right now cats are on a nameyour-own-price special at the Humane Society of West
Michigan until August 31st!
For more information on the Humane
Society of West Michigan, call (616) 4538900 or visit them at 3077 Wilson NW, just
½ mile north of Three Mile Road during adoption
hours or visit www.hswestmi.org.
Adoption Hours: Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm, Saturday: 10am-4pm
Bark in the Dark
Sat., October 10, 2015
7 pm at Riverside Park
for more info visit
www.barkinthewdark.org
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Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Sky Fire

around the sun. Their orbits are greater than planetary orbits and often require hundreds or thousands of years to
make a trip around the sun.
Where the comet’s path crosses Earth’s orbit, debris is
left in space. When the Earth passes where the comet traveled, it collides with debris left by the comet. Earth’s gravitation pulls debris toward the Earth causing it to heat, glow
and vaporize on its descent through the atmosphere. The
average size of a “shooting star” is five ten thousandths of
an ounce (.0005). That is about the size of a sand grain. We
see the flash of light as it vaporizes 50 to 75 miles above
the Earth’s surface.
Meteors or “shooting stars” can be seen any night of the
year but more occur when Earth passes where more debris
is present. The peak of the Perseids shower occurs between
August 11 and 13 in celebration of my birthday. Everything in the universe revolves around my life or maybe it’s
around your life.

We each have the privilege of being born during a special time. The
events surrounding our personal
birth vary and add spice to ones personal life history. I was
born during the most spectacular meteor shower of the year.
The Perseids Meteor Shower provides a fiery light show
to mark my birthday or so it’s fun to believe. Of course
scientific evidence does not demonstrate such a relationship
but we can each believe what we desire despite evidence to
the contrary. We tend to place our own lives at the center of
the universe and we like to think all that happens revolves
around us.
When we take time to examine our place in the great
scheme of things, we discover we are not the most important in the universe even though
we tend to think we are. When
we live well, we find we can
be important to others and that
we can improve the lives for all
around us. We can be a shooting
star that brightens the lives of
others or we can stay focused on
our own perceived self-importance and self-interest.
Imagine the light from shooting stars during the Perseids Meteor Shower as shimmering light
reflecting a person’s good deed
done for another or someone’s
soul traversing into the great beyond. We can create stories that
enthrall our imaginations, pleasure, and desired beliefs. Such
stories move our hearts and spirits in ways that science does not
and make for the best and most
A multicolored, long Perseid striking the sky just to the left of Milky Way, 2009
appealing “Hallmark” stories.
Science, however, provides a more accurate account of
Well science is not personal but that does not stop us from
how nature and its processes work. Such explanations have making things personal, fun, and meaningful in ways that
their own charm and lead to great discoveries. If it were enrich our existence. Take time to enjoy all aspects of nanot for scientific discoveries, we would not have recently ture niches from soil particles in your yard to specks of dust
received pictures of the surface of Pluto. Scientific discov- in outer space. Our limited presence in time is as fleeting as
eries from the space program have also improved our daily a shooting star’s when compared with the five billion year
lives here on Earth’s surface.
Earth history. Take advantage of the wonder and joy in each
The reason the Perseids Meteor Shower occurs in mid fleeting moment of life.
August has to do with our planet traveling around the sun
Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be dionce a year. When it arrives at the same location in mid rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
August each year, the Earth collides with debris left by the net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr.
comet when it passed. Comets, like planets, have an orbit Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

15th
Annual

Page 15

Weekly fishing tip
Understanding the thermocline
From Michigan DNR

Most lakes, sometime during the summer, will develop
a thermocline. Understanding how the thermocline works
and what it means for your fishing tactics, is important to
having a successful day on the water.
Here are a few simple things to keep in mind in relation
to the thermocline and its parallel layers.

Epilimnion Layer

This layer is at the top and thus receives the most sunlight. You’ll typically find bluegill and bass (and other
warmwater and bait species) here as it’s the warmest.

Thermocline Layer

This is the middle layer. You’ll often find crappie and
walleye congregate here.

Hypolimnion Layer

This is the bottom layer and also the coldest and densest.
Species you’ll find here include lake trout, whitefish and
northern pike.
Keep in mind the thermocline can change day to day and
in the fall it will mix with the other layers to create an entirely different dynamic of the lake.
This tip was adapted from Michigan Outdoor News.

Mac’s
Rustic Sports

Your One Stop Sports Shop!
Under New Ownership: Nick & Bob MacTavish
Sports Shop Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7am-8pm, Sat. - Sun. 6am-9pm
Convenience Store Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5am-10pm, Sat. 6am-10pm,
Sun. 6am-9pm

519 Ensley • Howard City • 231.937.4372

Kent Theatre Golf Outing Fundraiser
The Falls at Barber Creek Golf Course

1st Place Teams:

And a SPECIAL THANKS to Aqua-Flow of Cedar Springs for
donating a “cook and cold bottled water cooler” for the raffle.

First Place Open category*Rachael Wyma (Stoner),Tyler
Covell, Tim Covell, Len
Allington (score 19 under par)
First Place Amateur categorySam Saboo, Duke Saboo,
Sammy
Saboo,
Steve
Merlington (score 15 under par)
First Place CouplesPerry Meek, Mary Meek,
Jim Adkinson, Stephanie
Adkinson (score 10 under par) First Place Open category team

A BIg THANKS to Kelly’s Restaurant for a fantastic dinner.
A sincere “thank you” to Bruce Hawley and all the crew at the
beautiful “Falls of Barber Creek” golf course, now with all 18
holes open.

And thanks to our volunteers:
First Place Amateur team

First Place Couples

Women’s Longest Drive Winner: Kathy McFarlane
Men’s Longest Drive Winner: Tyler Covell
Closest to the Pin Contest: #13 Doug Burnham, #15 Tim Covell
Skins winners: Rachael Wyma Team-2, Al Pike Team-2, Perry Meek Team-1
Hit the boat winners: Duke Saboo, Steve Merlington
Water Cooler Raffle (donated by Aqua-Flow) winner: Stephanie Adkinson
50/50 Raffle Winner: Perry T Hopkins
Iron Man Award: Jack Clark

“Thank you” to our Hole Sponsors:
MCU Body
Cedar Springs Tire
The Village Inn of Pierson
CS Tool Engineering Inc.
CS Manufacturing Inc.
Pelak Electric Inc.

Shaner Avenue Nursery
Stout Realty
Wilson Chiropractic
Kelly’s Restaurant
Vanderhyde Ford
Milon Muir Insurance/State Farm

Brynadette Powell/Realtor
Michigan Protein
Wolfe Construction Inc.
AAA Michigan/Marcey Allington
Pro Autoworks Inc.
Independent Bank
Koehn Chevrolet
Lake Michigan Insurance Agency/Tom Clouse

Mark Wellman
Jennifer Wellman
Brittaney Wellman
Nicholas Wellman
Sally grayvold
Bryn Powell
Rose Powell
With the help of all of our volunteers, the support of our sponsors,
and the loyalty of our participants, this year’s tournament raised
over $2200.00 for projects at the Kent Theatre. Current projects
include building a restroom backstage for performers, and
upgrading the front entrance doors into the Kent, to make them
safer and more energy-efficient.

Thanks again to everyone who made
this a success!
Len Allington/President CSTA
* this category open to PgA Professionals,
current and former college players, and gifted amateurs.
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Fear of frost?

Tips to keep your garden growing through fall’s chill
(BPT) - As summer winds
down and frost threatens,
even avid gardeners may
be tempted to pack up their
trowels and call it a season.
You may think it’s better
to leave the victory garden
gracefully, than risk the
disappointment of watching crops wither in chilly
temperatures. But fear of
frost and failure don’t have
to stop you from enjoying
a fruitful fall garden. With
the right plant choices and
a few tricks, producing a
hefty harvest can be easy.
A few facts about frost
Frost occurs when temperatures drop enough to
condense and freeze the
moisture in the air. In fall,
when air temperatures sink,
it’s common to find frost
layering the ground, leaves
and crops. Frost may occur
frequently in the fall before
the ground really becomes
frozen - known as a hard
freeze.
While a hard freeze generally heralds the end of the
growing season and frost
can harm warm weather
crops like oranges, some
veggies actually do very
well - and taste better when nipped by frost. By
stocking your fall garden
with frost-loving varieties,

you can ensure your garden remains victorious and
bountiful right up to the first
hard freeze. Not sure when
the hard freeze will occur in
your region? Check out the
USDA Freeze Map.
When you consider the
many advantages of fall
gardening, frost shouldn’t
be feared. Cooler temperatures mean you’ll have a
more comfortable experience while working in the
garden, and you’ll have
fewer insect pests and
weeds to deal with.
Frost-friendly choices
Just because the growing
season is over for summer
crops like tomatoes, you
don’t have to give up gardening before the cold winter weather. Instead, clear
out the remnants of summer
plantings and debris and
get the ground ready for
fall favorites like spinach,
cabbage, collards and kale.
These hearty, leafy vegetables - available from Bonnie Plants - actually like the
chill weather and can stand
up to some frost.
Certain root veggies, such
as radishes and turnips, also
do well in cooler temperatures. All are packed with
nutrients, so you can plant
them knowing you’ll be fill-

Your
local floor-covering
Your hometown
floor-covering store
store
for
years
for 34
33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive

1565 Dagget Road
Pierson

616-866-2748

Robinson

616-636-5565
887-2060

Septic cleaning, llc

w w w.robinsonseptic.net

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals
Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City
and surrounding areas since 1979

FEELING THE HEAT?

All About

We Service
All Makes &
Models of
Air
Conditioning
Units

616-824-6029
Fully
Heating & Cooling LLC Licensed
&

12505 Northland Dr.
Insured
Owner: Greg Gillmer
Expert in all makes & models • Gas, Oil & Geothermal
Residential • Commercial • Service • Free Estimates • Plumbing Service • Sewer & Drain Cleaning

24 Hour service on all Makes & Models

ing your dinner table with fresh, nutritious, great-tasting
veggies this fall. For
a list of fall-weather
favorites, tips and
harvest advice visit
www.bonnieplants.
com.
Get a good start
When
planning
your fall garden,
time is of the essence. Start with
well-established,
vigorous plants like
those Bonnie Plants
offers in some regions at garden retailers.
Starting out with
more mature plants
not only allows you
to get your fall garden growing faster, it helps ensure
your vegetables are
strong enough to
endure unexpected or extreme temperature
variations. And remember
to choose short-season varieties that will produce
quicker in fall’s shorter
growing season.
When frost arrives
Even though your fall
vegetables might be able to

handle the cold, you may
want an extra layer of protection for unseasonably
cool nights. Fortunately,
you can do a lot to protect
plants from sudden dips in
temps.
Growing veggies in the
right spot can make a big

difference. Choose a location for your garden that
gets plenty of sun, especially in the morning when
you’ll want plants to quickly shake off overnight chill.
Planting in a raised bed
also helps insulate plants
and their tender roots from

ground freezes. Container gardens are
also great for fall;
when a severe frost or
hard freeze threatens,
you can bring plants
inside, overnight for
protection.
Sometimes
you
may want to cover
plants against extreme
cold. One option is a
cold frame. Typically
constructed of wood
and glass or plastic,
the frame sits over
plants like a portable
mini greenhouse. You
can build your own an online search will
yield plenty of howto plans - or purchase
a prefabricated one.
For less severe situations, simply turning
a pot or bucket upside down over tender
young plants can be
enough to shield them
from cold.
When fall arrives,
you don’t have to fear
frost, or give up your
garden. Success starts
with choosing cold-hearty
varieties that prosper and
produce well in cool weather. Visit www.bonnieplants.
com to learn more about fall
vegetables.

Weathering the storm: 9 necessary tips
for using a chainsaw to clear debris
(BPT) - It’s storm season,
and as soon as a tornado or
hurricane strikes, clean-up
begins.
Often, storm clean-up requires participation from
volunteers who supplement
the work of experts in removing miles of debris.
Many are weekend warriors
who have never tackled such
an immense task - and may
never have used a chainsaw
in such rigorous circumstances.
Those brave volunteers
need some guidance on how
to prepare for, use and maintain a chainsaw during intense storm clean-up efforts.
Jared Abrojena, an Antioch, California-based certified
treeworker and certified arborist, addresses the topic in layman’s terms. The 2015 ISA Tree Climbing World Champion, Abrojena is an expert on how to trim and fell trees. He
often shares insights from his own experience working with
a team of arborists to clean hundreds of fallen trees on the
grounds of the Augusta National Golf Club in Georgia, just
weeks before the 2013 Masters.
Abrojena’s nine necessary tips - if followed - ensures that
the work of brave storm clean-up volunteers is safe and effective. They are:
• Safety first. Take some time to train before getting
started. Be sure to read through the owner’s manual for
the chainsaw you’ll be using.
• Be prepared. This is a catch-all of tips regarding regular chainsaw maintenance and the possession of personal protective equipment (PPE).
• Map it out. Assess the full scope of damage, and creating a plan for how to tackle it. The plan should include
coordinating with other volunteers, divvying up the
work and prioritizing
• Know your limitations. Don’t volunteer for a job
you’re unprepared for. There will be plenty of work to

go around, so only tackle tasks that you are comfortable handling.
• Buddy up. No one should trim trees by themselves,
given the risk of error or injury. Pair up with another
volunteer, but stay a safe distance apart when operating
saws.
• A good start. A chainsaw is best started on the ground,
with the chain brake engaged. Don’t “cut” corners
during intense, fast-paced clean-up efforts.
• The right cut. To achieve the right cut, use careful
pruning practices to relieve tension from a branch or
tree limb.
• Take it easy. You aren’t Superman, and most mistakes
occur when you’re tired. Take frequent rests and stay
hydrated.
• Pamper your equipment. Ongoing maintenance during
storm clean-up is critical, since you’ll be pushing your
chainsaw hard. Pause often to clean filters and tighten
chains.
Interested? Contact Kelsey Walker of Ketchum (404)
879-9294 or kelsey.walker@ketchum.com to learn more
and to request a customized byliner from Abrojena for your
publication.

