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Nursing home residents, staff test positive for COVID-19
Officials said 31 residents and five staff tested positive
By Judy Reed

A group of community members went to City Impact Wednesday to offer hope and encouragement to residents and staff there. Photos from City Impact Facebook page.
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A local nursing home
in Cedar Springs is now
on the front lines fighting
COVID-19.
Metron of Cedar Springs,
a 77-bed community located at 400 Jeffrey Street,
announced Tuesday that
a number of residents and
staff members tested positive for COVID-19.
“We have had 31 residents
and 5 staff members at Cedar Springs test positive
for COVID-19,” said Paul
Pruitt, Director of Operations.
“These individuals are all
located in one section of our
community, which has been
isolated. Two of those residents and the staff members
are currently receiving care
outside of our community.
One of those residents is expected to return back to our
community within the next
few days. The rest remain

in our care, are stable and it
does not appear as if any of
them are at risk to be transferred at this time.”
When the Cedar Springs
community got the news
Tuesday it hit many people
hard, realizing the virus was
affecting some of the most
vulnerable people we knew
and in our own backyard.
On Wednesday, a group
of people in the community reached out to show the
residents and staff at Metron
that they care about them
and what they are going
through.
City Impact, a local Christian outreach center, took a
group there to pray, sing and
show them they are loved
with signs, balloons and
more.
“Our City Impact Saturday night service prayer
team reached out to Metron
right when we heard the
news story yesterday [Tuesday],” explained spokesper-

son Kelley Bergsma. “Our
intentions at first were to
do a park and pray in the
parking lot, however Metron said that their residents
could really use some hope
right now and they wouldn’t
be able to see us or hear us
from our parked cars, so we
were invited on the property by one of their staff who
showed us which windows
to go to. We had one of our
worship leaders with a guitar and microphone singing,
and we just moved around
the building in prayer and
worship.”
Bergsma said that despite
some of the negative comments on Facebook, they
did practice social distancing, and the people seen in
groups were families. “We
were very cautious,” she
said.
“We decided to do this
because Metron is located
right in the center of Cedar
METRON - continues on page 11

CTA names elementary World War COVID-19
principal for 2020-21
by Lois Allen, publisher

Creative
Technologies
Academy completed its
search for a new elementary
principal to take effect July 1,
2020. Current principal Autumn Mattson will become the
Academy’s superintendent/
school leader on that date,
creating the need to hire a new
principal. CTA is pleased to
name Kate Bialkowski as the
school’s elementary principal
effective July 1.
Bialkowski is no stranger
to CTA. She has served the
Academy for five years—first
as a teacher and currently she
is an Instructional Coach at
the Academy.
Bialkowski received her
Bachelor of Arts degree from
Michigan State University in
2006 and her Master’s Degree
in Education from Montreat
College in 2011. She and her
husband, Steve, live in Cedar
Springs with their two children.
Current
Superintendent
Dan George said this: “Ms.
Bialkowski brings a wealth of
experience and accomplishments to this position. She has
approached each assignment
at CTA with enthusiasm and
she has been a key initiator
in many of them. Her experience in compliance, interventions, academic support,
student success teams, leading PLC groups, our WIN
(Whatever I Need) program,

Kate Bialkowski is the new
elementary principal for CTA.

and supporting teachers with
her coaching will launch her
into success as a principal.
Most importantly, she loves
kids, and they know it.”
Autumn Mattson, current
Elementary Principal, commented: “Mrs. Bialkowski
has played an important role in
enriching and developing key
instructional components at
Creative Technologies Academy. She is a mentor to many,
a leader of multiple teams,
and a facilitator of growth for
several diverse groups. Her
charismatic leadership style
allows for all voices to be
heard while at the same time
continually moving forward
with a vision of success. She
has a natural way of supporting and encouraging, reflecting, and growing others. She

is continuously seeking ways
to improve herself and the
school experience for students
and staff. The staff and student learning needs are at the
core of all that she does and
her broad experience brings
the type of credibility that will
make her asset to continuing
to support the growth of our
CTA World Changers!”
Ms. Bialkowski shared this
statement: “It is with great
excitement and honor that I
accept the CTA Elementary
Principal position! My family
and I are thrilled to continue
serving CTA and growing
with this great community.
My passion for education has
always aligned with the mission, vision, and values of this
district and it is a privilege to
continue to grow professionally alongside such a strong
and inspiring staff. I am grateful for the growth and leadership Mr. George and Mrs.
Mattson have provided for
me over the last 5 years and
I hope to continue the great
work they have done for the
Elementary. I care deeply for
the elementary students at
CTA; I care for their academic
growth, individual needs, and
overall well-being as future
world changers. Because of
this, I am so grateful for the
opportunity to serve as the
next Elementary Principal!”

We are fighting a new world war being waged by an invisible enemy. You can’t see it, but it’s literally everywhere. And
now it’s in Cedar Springs as well. You may feel like you are
taking your life in your hands when you buy groceries or go
to the dollar store. The sound of a cough strikes fear in your
belly. Is it on the woman you came close to in the grocery
store? Is it on the guy standing behind you at the gas station?
Or is it on that button you push to get your fountain pop?
Does it linger on that package from Amazon sitting on your
front porch? Is it on the handle of the gas pump that dozens
of people have used in the past 24 hours? The answer to all
these questions might be yes. There have already been many
casualties. And there will be more before it’s over. When will
it be over? Nobody knows.
Our world has changed. Normal is not normal anymore.
We’ve watched our television personalities and news anchors deliver their messages from their kitchens and living
rooms with children occasionally popping up on the screen.
Sometimes their pets will make an appearance, which I like.
Speaking of pets, our pets are the only ones loving the family’s stay-at-home order and couldn’t be happier to get the
constant company and attention. We should call this the year
of the dog.
Now is the time for leaders to lead. To step up and make the
hard decisions to keep their customers, students and employees safe. Not only are medical professionals on the front lines,
those that get up and go to work at our essential businesses
are taking a risk for themselves and their families as well. We
applaud them. When doing business face to face, wear a scarf
and wash your hands for their protection. Tell them, “Thank
you for coming into work today to serve me.”
When we are allowed to return to the world at large, it will
be forever different than the world we knew just a few months
ago. This “war” will take down people. Some will live and
others will die. And like people, it will take down businesses,
both large and small that cannot withstand the loss of revenue
their customers brought them.
The Cedar Springs Post is considered an essential business
as a media occupation. We have a journalist on the beat. All
but one of our employees have been working from home for
the past three weeks. Our office is closed to the public. Surviving through thick and thin, mostly thin as of late with the
advent of the internet, Facebook and other social media plat-

COVID - continues on page 9
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Post travels to Morocco
The Post recently traveled
to Morocco with the Norris
family. The photo above
shows Solon Township’s TJ
Norris, with husband Ken
behind the iPhone camera,
at the astounding Grand
Mosque in Casablanca,
Morocco, in mid-March.
The couple were on a twoweek tour when international borders started to
close due to COVID-19
restrictions, cutting short
their vacation in a wonderful kingdom filled with
amazing sights and amazing
people. With the help of the
in-country tour company
and the American Consulate in Casablanca, they were
driven to Marrakech, expatriated by flights to London
and then back to the U.S.A.,
to Chicago. Local travel agent Lori Visser, who
arranged the tour and had
their back when times got
sketchy, got them home from there.
Thank you, Ken and TJ, for taking us
with you! We are glad you got home safely!
Are you going on vacation? Be sure to
take along a printed edition of the Post and
get someone to snap a photo of you or your
family with it. Send it to us along with some

Fast cash winner

We had several people guess our fake stories
and ad correctly from last
week’s paper. We put them
in a drawing, and the winner is Keri Splitstone, of
Cedar Springs!

info about your trip (where you went, who
went along, what you saw) and send the
photo and info to news@cedarspringspost.
com. We will print as space allows. If you
forget the Post, please do not photoshop
it into the photo. Just take it with you next
time!

The Post Travels is brought to you by:

Keri guessed the two
stories were “Thrills and
chills as you cross the new
bridge” and “Kent County
deputies confiscate stolen
truck.” The fake ad was using toilet paper as currency.

We will be mailing Keri a
check for $30.
Thank you to all of you
who entered the contest and
thank you so much for reading the Post!

POST Highlights

News........................................................................ pages 1-2, 6-7
Church Connection........................................................ pages 4-5
Voices & Views.................................................................... page 5
Easter.............................................................................. pages 8-9
Arts & Entertainment................................................ pages 10-11
Classifieds.......................................................................... page 12
Legal Notices...................................................................... page 13
Business Professionals...................................................... page 13
Outdoors.....................................................................pages 14-15

LORI VISSER, Your LOCAL Travel Agent (616) 263-1777
LVisser@CruisePlanners.com | www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com

YOUR LAND AND CRUISE EXPERTS

Tax Time............................................................................ page 15
Shop Local......................................................................... page 16

WELCOMES
JOHN TYSON
with 29 Years Experience

ing
Serv higan
t Mic r
s
e
W
ve
o
r
o
f
s!
r
a
e
57 y

4
0
VEH 0+

IN STICLES
OCK!
Email JTyson@bettenford.com | Direct Line 616.447.4588 | Cell Phone - 616.608.2044
JUST TAKE
NORTHLAND DR.
TO PLAINFIELD!

$10 OFF
any Oil Change

3839 PLAINFIELD AVE NE NEXT TO MEIJER
616-363-6841 BETTENFORD.COM
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345 N. Main Street | Cedar Springs, MI 49319
Telephone: 866.553.3673
w w w. va n d e r h yd e f o r d . c o m

We are here for you during these tough times...
We are taking the proper precautions to align with CDC recommendations and
best practices.
• Our showroom, customer lounge, restrooms, and service write-up
areas are being wiped down continuously with disinfectants and
our staff is mindful of handwashing and sanitizing.
• Our staff does practice social distancing and we have already been
in the practice of vehicle delivery and pick-up.
• We have loaner vehicles available for our service customers and
they are being disinfected before each one is loaned out. Please
call and schedule to confirm availability.
NEW/PRE-OWNED VEHICLES FOR SALE:
If you have been considering the purchase of
a new or pre-owned vehicle, please feel free to
step outside and get some fresh air!
Browse our inventory in person at 345 N.
Main Street in Cedar Springs or online at
www.vanderhydeford.com When you’ve
found a vehicle that you are interested in, we do
have a make it easy tool where you can obtain
a pricing quote, submit an online credit application and even find out a value for your trade-in!
We realize that a lot of folks might be holding off
on a purchase at this time, but if you are, Ford has
announced 90 days no payments and we have
several vehicles that offer 0% financing as well!

VEHICLE SERVICE NEEDS:
If you have a vehicle that needs immediate service but do not want to
visit the facility, please contact us
at 616-696-1541 and if we have the
drivers on hand, we will do our best
to offer pick-up and delivery of your
vehicle.

15% OFF

TOTAL SERVICE VISIT

for our customers in the essential workforce:
Healthcare & Public Health, Military/Defense, Transportation & Logisitics,
Power & Energy, Water/Dams, Information Technology, Nuclear, Government
Facilities, Financial, Emergency Services,
Critical Manufacturing, Commercial
Facilities (HVAC etc.) Food & Agriculture,
Chemical, Communications

We are all in this together, so if you are a local business owner that has been affected by the
COVID-19 pandemic, please feel free to reach out to us.

We are always willing to help our community!

Church Church Connection
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spiritual notes • announcements • memories

From the Pulpit

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Ministry of Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

SUNDAY
WORSHIP
AT 10:30 A.M.

Cedar Springs
United
Methodist
Church
Cedar Springs
United
Methodist
Church

S.St.,
Main
Box KSprings
, Cedar Springs
140 S.140
Main
POSt.,
BoxPO
K, Cedar
616-696-1140

www.cedarspringsumc.org
616-696-1140
• www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Bill
Johnson
Pastor
Jane Duffey
SundaySunday
WorshipWorship
Service: 10:15
a.m. •10:15
Coffeea.m.
Fellowship:
11:15 a.m.
Service:
 Coffee
Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.
Supervised Nursery Care Provided
Supervised Nursery Care Provided
Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education

Nelson
Church “Where
“Where
are Loved”
EastEast
Nelson
Church
You You
are Loved”

9024—18
MileNE
Rd. NE
9024—18
Mile Rd.
Springs
MI 49319
CedarCedar
Springs
MI 49319
616-696-0661
Sunday
am Worship
Service
616-696-0661
Sunday
9:30 9:30
am Worship
Service
Pastor Inge Whittemore
Sunday
KidZone
am Ages
4 to 12
Pastor Inge Whittemore
Sunday
KidZone
9:45 9:45
am Ages
4 to 12
Like us on Facebook
Like us on Facebook
www.eastnelsonumc.org
www.eastnelsonumc.org

Thursday
KidzKlub
pm Ages
4 to 12
Thursday
KidzKlub
6 pm 6Ages
4 to 12

Sunday School
9:45am
Sunday Morning Worship
11:00am
Awana & Youth Sunday Evening (Sept. - April) 5:30pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting
10:00am

233 S. Main Street | 616.696.1630
www.csfbc.com

H I L L C R E S T Community Church of God

TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI 49319 616-696-9333
Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes
Worship: Sunday 10:00 am

Nursery & Children’s Church during message
*Youth - resumes this Fall
*Kidzone - resumes this Fall
*Monday - Open Prayer 7:00 pm

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm
Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

Pilgrim Bible Church

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45
WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

Rockford Springs Community Church
Pastor David Vander Meer

Pastor David Ward
PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH
GOD IS WITH US

We are not alone. God is with us.
In times of uncertainty, it is easy to wonder if God really
cares about what we are going through.
We wonder what it will take to capture His attention and
secure His favor. In Iran, the pandemic was made significantly worse by worshippers flocking to the same locations,
touching and kissing revered objects, all in an attempt to
bring about divine intervention. Like so many in our world,
they misunderstood the biblical truth that God does not
have to be enticed to be with us in our times of trouble.
God is always there, reaching out to hurting people.
John 3:16 tells us that “God so loved the world that He
gave His only begotten Son.” To put that another way,
“God so loved us that He sent His Son to where we are.”
Such was the promise of God through the prophet Isaiah,
“Behold a virgin shall conceive, and bear a Son, and shall
call His name Immanuel,” which means God with us. (Isaiah 7:14 KJV)
God stepped into our world so He could empathize with
us when we walk through life’s darkest days. When we go
to God in prayer, He is able to say, “I’ve been where you
are and understand what you are going through.”
The message of this Easter season is that God steps into
our world to help us overcome our greatest battles and
needs. Because there was no other person who could con-

quer the fight with and pay the price of the disease of sin,
Jesus willingly chose to embrace the Father’s plan of salvation by taking our place on the cross. His death brings
us the way to have our sins forgiven while His resurrection
gives us the ultimate hope for healing and abundant, eternal
life.
Jesus was willing to step into our world, suffer death and
take our sins upon Himself so we could find spiritual healing.
If God loved us enough to do all of this, He is more than
willing to be with us in our challenges today. In your isolation, He is with you. In your times of uncertainty, He is with
you. When you face the specter of disease and financial
devastation, He is with you. If He was more than enough to
provide a path and walk with us through the awful infection
of sin and its consequences, He is more than enough to see
us through this latest challenge.
Now is not the time to despair of God’s hearing and helping. Rather, it is a time to embrace and hold to all the promises of His Word and His Grace. Know He is with you,
cares about what you are facing and is more than able to
help you to get through today’s uncertainty.
Know that God is with you and embrace His hope in your
heart and life.

Failure in people is caused more
by lack of determination than
lack in talent.

5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

www.rockfordsprings.org

Sunday WorShip
9:30am • 5:00pm

SAND LAKE

And let us not be weary in well doing:
for in due season we shall reap, if we faint not.
Galatians 6:9

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673

Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am

HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~
Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
Worship
Pastor11
Billa.m.
Dixon
22 Mile Road

SERVICE
10 am
Solon TIME:
Center

www.scwchurch.org

Wesleyan Church
org
616-696-3229
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

N. to Sand Lake

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
19 Mile Road

M-46

Algoma Ave.

Cedar Springs

US-131

S. to G.R.

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
Pastor Doug DiBell
SummerDoug
Worship
- 10AM
Pastor
DiBell
&
Senior
Pastor
Tom
Holloway
Pastor Tom
Holloway,
Music/Youth
June-August
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
616-696-3229

Bliss-Witters & Pike

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

Publish Your
• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement
• Anniversary *• In Memory * • Thank you
• Congratulations
in

west michigan

church of Chris

FREE

Correspondence
Course
AvAilAblE
Meeting at the corner of Park & Elm St., Cedar Springs
Sunday Worship: 11am
(616) 975-2778
Sunday Bible Class: 12:30pm
Wednesday Bible Study: 7pm westmichcofc10@yahoo.com

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410
Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)
50 word limit
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.
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POST Scripts NOTICE
The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350
words. The subject should be
relevant to local readers, and
the editor reserves the right to
reject letters or edit for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns.
All submissions MUST be
accompanied by full name,
mailing address and daytime

RAMON L. HUNTER

Ramon L. Hunter age 93 of Cedar Springs,
died Monday, March 30, 2020 at his home.
Ramon was born April 27, 1926 in Cedar
Springs, MI the son of Howard and Nancy
(Walls) Hunter. He worked for Sparta Piston
Ring for 30 years, was a farmer and worked
with plow horses. He enjoyed fishing, had a
sense of humor and was a tease. Surviving
are his granddaughters, Beverly Huffman,
Barbara Morris, Britt McCarthy and B.J.
Lebeck; special friend, Katie Schumann. He
was preceded in death by his parents; wife,
Gertrude in 2005; step-daughters, Helen (Fay)
Lebeck, Mary Jean (Steve) Rowland; siblings,
Leslie, Paul, Maurice, Jesse and Floran Hunter,
Beulah McIntyre, Carrie Zeck. A private
family service was held on Thursday, April
2 at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home,
Cedar Springs. Interment Elmwood Cemetery,
Cedar Springs. Memorial contributions may
be made to Spectrum Health Hospice, 750
Fuller Avenue, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs
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phone number. We use this
information to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do not
print anonymous letters, or
acknowledge letters we do
not use. Writers are limited to
one letter per month. Email to
news@cedarspringspost.com,
or send to Post Scripts, Cedar
Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

LUCILLE
MIDDLETON
Wishing our sweet Lucille Middleton a
happy 95th birthday from all of her family
and friends! On March 30, 1925 we were
blessed with such an amazing kind hearted
lady. We wish her the very best year ahead.
If you would like to wish Lucille a happy
birthday you can mail cards to: 4142 – 16
Mile Rd., Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

Wedding
STINSON – DUKES
Nationally known author, Edward Stinson,
married Rockford resident, Jeanne Dukes,
in a private ceremony on March 22, 2020.

Don’t want to leave the house
to pick up a POST?
YOU DON’T HAVE TO!
Now offering
3 month or 6 month
subscriptions

YES send me a subscription of The POST

C h e c k o n e , fi ll o u t fo r m b e lo w , a n d s e n d t o P.O . B o x 3 7 0 , C e d a r S p r in g s , M I
4 9 3 1 9 . O r d ro p o ff in o u r d ro p b o x o u t s id e t h e P O S T a t 3 6 E . M a p le S t .

3 month subscription for .....$15
6 month subscription for......$25
12 month subscription for....$40
Name:
Phone #:
Address:

Like us on
facebook

The Cedar Springs
Post
Newspaper

6,417 Likes
6,533 Followers

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost
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City Hall Corner

By Mike Womack, Cedar Springs City Manager

We’ll get through
this together
There is an old curse that goes;
“May you live in interesting times,”
well, these are interesting
times indeed. The Governor’s 2020-21 “Stay Home,
Stay Safe” Executive Order
is unprecedented in our lives
and sets a more serious tone
for how we are expected to react to the COVID-19 disease.
As necessary to protect and
sustain human life, the Governor has ordered that all Michigan residents undertake a number of precautions including
avoiding public and private gatherings, business operations
closing except for minimum operations and the designation of certain businesses and employees as critical that are
then able to continue working so long as they also practice
COVID-19 safety precautions. At City Hall, several persons are working remotely but we are operating and maintaining all critical infrastructure and services including fire,
police and public works. Now, there are a number of clear
exceptions to this statewide lockdown, including getting
food or medical care but the overall goal is to reduce the
likelihood of new infections being spread between people.
Until at least April 13, don’t leave your house except for
essential tasks and even then, maintain social distancing,
avoid touching your face and wash your hands frequently in
line with the Centers for Disease Control guidelines.
So, what are we all supposed to be doing in the meanwhile? Well, first of all, thank-you to all of the persons that
CITY- continues on page 16

#KindnessCatchesOn
Jeff Uhen, of Nelson Township, said
the family went for a
bike ride recently and
decided to start picking up trash along the
way.
“We found this big
bag along the road so
we started filling it up
until it was full,” he
explained. “Toward
the end, there was
this plastic piece on
the ground marked
‘Kindness Catches

From left to right: The Uhen’s dog Charlie, Wyatt (feet in stroller), Morgan,
and Jack Uhen with their bag of trash. The picture was taken in the parking
lot of Cedar Trails elementary school.

On.’ How fitting was that? What
a great reminder and so cool they
found it while doing a good deed.
Let’s all do our part to keep our
communities nice and teach our
kids a lesson!”
He then reminded us of a quote
attributed to Mr. Rogers: “When
I was a boy and I would see scary
things in the news, my mother
would say to me, ‘Look for the
helpers. You will always find

people who are helping.’”
What about you? Have you
or someone you know done
something nice? Share it with
us. We’d like to showcase those
stories when we can. Send to
news@cedarspringspost.com
with #KindnessCatchesOn in the
subject line.

Jack Uhen with the plastic piece they picked up
reading “Kindness Catches On.”

EGLE reminds
consumers to flush
only toilet paper

Autopsy reveals cause of
death in fire fatality

Throw other paper
products in the trash
We’ve all heard of the
three “Rs” reading, writing, and ‘rithmatic. Here’s
another important lesson to
learn: the three “Ps”: toilet
paper, pee and poo
Those are the only things
that should ever be flushed
down a toilet. Flushing
other paper products can
lead to basement sewage
backups in your home and
create costly problems for
local wastewater treatment
plants.
During the coronavirus
(COVID-19)
pandemic,
many stores are finding it
hard to keep toilet paper in
stock. Some customers have
turned to so-called “flushable” wipes, which are
NOT flushable despite the
marketing slogan and other
paper products as alternatives. The Michigan Department of Environment,
Great Lakes, and Energy
(EGLE) reminds Michiganders to flush only toilet paper to avoid clogging public
sewerage systems. Paper
products including “flushable” wipes do not break
down effectively in the
sewer system, which can result in raw sewage backups
in basements and expensive
plumbing repair bills.

Non-toilet
paper products should
be
thrown
into the garbage
and
not flushed
down
the
toilet.
Non-flushable
paper
products can also create
or contribute to blockages
in public sewer systems.
That can lead to facility discharges of untreated sewage to nearby land
and water. In June 2019,
for example, Northville
Township experienced a
discharge of approximately
10,000 gallons of untreated sewage to nearby land
when flushable wipes contributed to a blockage of the
sewer system.
Wipes
and
other
non-flushable paper products can also add to sewer
“fatbergs,” a conglomeration of fats and grease that
capture flushed items, including non-flushable paper
products, to coalesce into a
large, impenetrable clump
and restrict efficient wastewater flow. One such fatberg was found in Macomb
County’s sewers in 2018
and measured 100 feet long

and up
to six feet tall, according to
the Macomb County Public
Works Office.
From a community and
public health perspective,
it is critical that wastewater
treatment plants continue to
function properly so they
can disinfect sewage and
avoid untreated discharges.
EGLE staff continues
to ensure that wastewater
treatment plants adequately disinfect sewage they
receive. Hypochlorite and
other disinfectants that
treatment plants use have
shown to be effective in
addressing COVID-19. According to the U.S. Centers
for Disease Control and
Prevention, there is no evidence to date of transmission of COVID-19 through
sewage.
If residents have questions about wastewater
treatment or sewerage, they
should contact their local
public works department.

The resident of this mobile
home was found dead after a
fire destroyed his home in the
early morning hours last Friday, November 29. Courtesy
photo.

By Judy Reed
In December 2019, The
Post reported that Troopers
from the Michigan State
Police Hart Post were investigating the death of an Ensley Township man whose
body was found after his
mobile home burned.
According to Sand Lake
Fire Chief Ed Holtzlander,
they were dispatched at
12:23 a.m. on Friday, November 29, to a fully engulfed residential fire at
9300 E. 128th St. in Ensley
Township, Newaygo County.
Both Sand Lake and Grant
Fire Departments battled the
blaze at the single-wide mobile home. After the fire was

The home was totally destroyed. Courtesy photo.

extinguished,
firefighters
found the 59-year-old resident and only occupant of
the home, Rodolfo Quesada,
deceased. The MSP said he
was identified using fingerprint identification technology.
Chief Holtzlander said the
state fire marshal told him
the cause of the fire was undetermined.

The MSP was waiting on
autopsy results for Mr. Quesada to determine his cause
of death.
The Post was recently informed by MSP Spl/Lt. David Cope that following the
autopsy, the cause of death
was found to be from smoke
inhalation and the death has
been determined to be an accident.
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Unemployment claims New programs to increase
and expand unemployment
crash state website
Overwhelm phone lines
benefits
Benefits increased for all unemployed workers, expanded
to self-employed and low-wage workers

Visitors to the Department of Labor are turned away at the door by personnel due to closures
over coronavirus concerns, Wednesday, March 18, 2020, in New York. Applications for jobless
benefits are surging in some states as coronavirus concerns shake the U.S. economy. The
sharp increase comes as governments have ordered millions of workers, students and shoppers to stay home as a precaution against spreading the virus that causes the COVID-19 disease. Photo by John Minchillo / AP

(The Center Square) – A
record number of Michigan
residents are filing for unemployment, and simultaneously have been frustrated by long waits and other
online and telecommunications issues.
The Michigan website
crashed at 11 a.m. Tuesday
and was rendered inoperable for nearly two hours. It
was up and running again at
1 p.m.

The system normally
handles an average of 5,000
unemployment claims per
week on average but was
overwhelmed by a record
number reported by the
U.S. Department of Labor
(DOL) at 129,000 unemployed Michigan workers
for the week ending March
21.
Currently, Michigan’s unemployment is the fourth
highest in the nation, behind

Pennsylvania
(378,900),
Ohio (187,800), and California (186,800), according
to DOL data.
Nationwide, unemployment was 3.8 million for
the week ending March 21,
marking what the DOL asserts is “the highest level of
seasonally adjusted initial
claims in the history of the
seasonally adjusted series.”
The previous high was
CRASH - continues on page 13

LANSING--Gov. Gretchen Whitmer announced new
programs for workers affected by COVID-19. The
governor, under the federal CARES Act, signed an
agreement between Michigan and the U.S. Dept. of Labor to implement Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance
and Compensation programs
that grant benefits to workers who do not already qualify for state unemployment
benefits. Workers include
self-employed, 1099-independent contractors, gig,
and low-wage workers who
can no longer work because
of the pandemic.The agreement also increases weekly
benefits for all unemployed
workers by $600 a week for
up to four months and extends benefit payments from
26 to 39 weeks.
The State of Michigan
is dedicated to implementing measures to protect the
health of all our residents
and we understand financial
health is critical as we meet
this challenge together, said
BENEFITS - continues on page 13
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DIFS’ call center assists consumers
with insurance and financial services
questions and complaints
LANSING, MICH. The
Department of Insurance
and Financial Services
(DIFS) announced that its
call center continues regular operations and remains
prepared to assist Michigan
consumers with their insurance and financial services
concerns, especially those
individuals impacted by
coronavirus disease 2019
(COVID-19).
“DIFS’ Office of Consumer Services is working
remotely and stands ready

to help Michiganders in
need of assistance, especially with issues related to
their health insurance and
other coverages and financial services,” said Anita
Fox, Director of DIFS. “At
a time when consumers may
be concerned about the impact of COVID-19 on their
lives, DIFS is here to help.”
The call center consists
of representatives that can
assist with insurance, banking, credit union, mortgage
and other consumer finan-

cial concerns. The Office
of Consumer Services also
has analysts available to review complaints against insurance or financial service
entities. DIFS encourages
consumers to first attempt
to resolve disputes directly
with their insurance and/
or financial service provider. If a resolution cannot
be reached, DIFS Office
of Consumer Services can
help try to resolve your dispute. The live call center
DIFS - continues on page 13

NOW HIRING AND TRAINING SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

Immediate positions in Cedar
Springs, Kent City & Sparta
$17.20 per hour to start. Full benefits
package and flexible scheduling available.
No prior professional driving experience
required - PAID CDL TRAINING PROVIDED!
Excellent driving history is required. Must pass
background check, physical exam and drug screening.
Apply at www.deantrans.com/jobs or in person
Mon-Fri at one of the following Dean locations:
210 E Muskegon St.
351 N Main St.
429 S Union St.
Cedar Springs 49319
Kent City 49330
Sparta 49345

Automation Operator
General Machine Operator
Team Lead
Pres Brake Operator
Powder Coater
Laser Operator
Welder
Robot Operator

Apply Today
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Easter Sunday
April 12, 2020

Easter Candy
Quick Facts
•

Among those who celebrate Easter,
87 percent of plan on buying Easter
candy

•

For those who don’t celebrate Easter,
33 percent plan on buying Easter
candy

•

People will spend about $21 on average

•

Total Easter spending is estimated to
be over $18B in 2019

•

90 Million chocolate Easter bunnies
are made each year

•

87 percent of parents will prepare
Easter baskets for their kids

By Clair Robins clair@candystore.com
There’s a lot not to like
about the way 2020 is shaping up. The Worst Easter
candy is low on that list,
but here it is anyway. Easter
is already just around the
corner and the candy opinions are coming out again.
You’ve heard the complaints and even had some
of these in your own Easter
basket. Here are the worst
Easter candies according to
our survey.
The Definitive Ranking
of Worst and Best Easter
Candies
Easter is a really big candy holiday.
Did you know more
is spent on candy for
Easter historically than
for
Halloween
itself?
Depending on which data
you look at, Easter is as
big or bigger than even
Halloween. It’s a silent
monster.

The National Retail Federation says Easter candy
spending was $2.49 Billion
this year, down slightly
from last year’s $2.63B. In
2020, it is a little murky due
to the coronavirus outbreak.
So stock up for your Easter Egg hunt while you still
can!
Historically, however, of
the people who do not plan
to celebrate Easter, 33 percent will still buy Easter
candy. What?!
That says a lot. There is
some good stuff out there,
people.
But there is also some
pretty bad stuff. We know
because you’ve told us
loud and clear what you
don’t like. As we mentioned before, you have
to be careful when asking
people about their least
favorite holiday candy. It
stirs up some deep emotions
that can come out in an un-

filtered rage.
When we did our Easter
season surveys, we asked
a whole lot of people about
their favorite and least favorite Easter candy. We got
19,000 responses. The results are included below.
The 10 Worst Easter Candies
10. Fluffy Stuff Cotton
Candy Tails
Cotton Tails Cotton Candy Worst Easter Candy
Fluffy Stuff cotton candy
stayed at #10 this year. It
is a popular brand of packaged cotton candy. If you
like cotton candy, it’s good
cotton candy. I personally am neutral on the stuff,
could take it or leave it. The
people in our survey were
not as neutral. Cotton candy
is not their favorite, to put
it mildly.
More than that though,
there is a strong sentiment
that it doesn’t belong in the

family of Easter appropriate candies. I can appreciate that. It does feel a little
gimmicky to take your cotton candy product and call
it a rabbit’s tail and market
it for Easter. That may not
be terribly different from
what a lot of candy products
do, but it does feel a little
forced here.
9. Jelly Beans (Generic).
Down from #6 last year.
Jelly beans come in many
different flavors from many
many different manufacturers. They are not universally
hated for Easter. it’s just that
people prefer higher quality
jelly beans these days. The
days where you could plop
any old jelly bean down
into the grassy Easter basket might be gone.
8. Peeps Hot Tamales.
New on the list this year.
The thing with Peeps is
there is a group of people who love them and a
much louder group who
do not. Peeps are fun for
making funny art stuff, but
most people don’t want to
eat them or very much of
them. It’s doesn’t seem to
be something that is someone’s regular go-to. It’s
more of a had one during a
holiday season, don’t need
one again for a while. Regret it? Maybe.
These Hot Tamales Peeps
are really standing out for
some reason. The word
from those speaking up
is they crossed some line
here. Personally, I have not
tried them. We do know that
spicy candy has gone up in
popularity. Perhaps this is
an attempt by Peeps to capCANDY- continues on next page
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italize. Good luck.
7. Twix Eggs. New on the
list this year.
Twix Eggs Worst Easter
Candy
Twix Eggs don’t on the
surface seem to be anything
that might cause an affront.
It’s just a bigger version of a
Twix, which people love. It
seems like the shape is what
most people are objecting
to. Also that fact that making a Twix into a giant bar
maybe isn’t as appealing?
Could it be that part of the
appeal of Twix is the breaking apart and the snap with
each bite?
6. Chocolate Crosses.
Up from #7 last year.
Chocolate crosses have
become an increasingly
popular–but possibly not so
well received–Easter candy.
Much of the backlash seems
to come from people trying
to square the idea of turning
a torture device into a yummy chocolate treat.
I have to admit, this
one always seemed a little forced to me. I get the
whole “reason for the season” movement that some

of the more traditional believers have hung their hat
on. I do. I grew up in that
world. Perhaps that motto
works better at Christmas
time, when there was no
torture. Just a little frankincense and myrrh.
5. Chicks & Rabbits
Marshmallow
Candy.
Down from #4 last year.
I actually quite like these.
It seems like most people
are comparing them to circus peanuts. Circus peanuts
are not good company to
keep, if you’re trying to be
popular. They were the #1
worst Halloween candy.
Also, they don’t really
look like chicks or rabbits. They kind of look like
aliens.
4. Bunny Corn / Easter
Candy Corn. Down from
#2 last year.
Bunny Corn Candy Corn
Worst Easter Candy
Candy corn always places
highly among the disliked
candy, but can often also
place highly on the most
liked list. It’s a highly disputed candy type.
For Easter, it seems the

COVID
...continued from front page

forms, The Post has appeared
at around 80 newsstands every week for over 30 years.
We’ve never missed a week.
Not even when the roof of
the building next door blew
off and landed on top of our
building during a severe
windstorm and we lost our
power. If you are under 30,
and from Cedar Springs, you
probably can’t remember
a time when there wasn’t a
Cedar Springs Post. Free to
the public, both in print and
online, each issue comes to
you courtesy of our spon-
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sors. They pay the bills.
We have five employees
that are excellent at their
jobs. The very best of the
best. I believe they put out
one of the nicest local newspapers I’ve ever seen (or
read). While there are shortages of toilet paper and other
products disappearing from
shelves faster than stores can
stock them, there is no shortage of commercials, junk
mail and advertising. However, not enough advertising
is going into newspapers to
cover expenses as advertis-

hoard have chosen to dislike. I am a confessed candy corn lover, but I will admit the pastel coloring does
give me pause. I’d still eat
it though.
3. Chocolate Bunnies
(Solid). Up from #5 last
year.
Chocolate bunnies are
one of the most iconic Easter candies. So what gives?
Solid chocolate bunnies
are a buzz kill. You see a
chocolate Easter bunny and
think how fun it will be to
devour it. The thing is, solid chocolate Easter bunnies
(as opposed to hollow) are
just too much darn chocolate. It’s demoralizing.
Here’s this giant, dense
brick of chocolate.
Yes, it’s shaped like a
bunny, and it’s cute. After
one bite, enticing turns to
intimidating. You realize
there’s no way you are going to devour this thing.
The one pictured above is
12 ounces (340g) of chocolate. A regular-sized Hershey Bar is 1.55oz (43g).
That solid chocolate bunny
is equal to nearly 8 whole

Hershey Bars (7.9, to be exact). Could you eat 7.9 Hershey bars?
Probably not. You pull the
foil back up over the quarter-eaten bunny ears and
long for the time before you
made such a foolish attempt
on a solid chocolate bunny.
A time when your Easter
Fun momentum was still on
the rise.
2. Peeps Easter Candy.
Up from #3 last year.
Peeps are a regular on
our WORST holiday candy lists. They just don’t get
much love outside the diorama art world. They tend
to get compared to rubber
or sugary foam in the comments we received.
They don’t seem to be
a thing that many people
want to associate with putting inside their bodies. Put
it on a doughnut, however,
and they might sing a different tune.
1. Cadbury Creme Eggs.
Reigning Champion.
As Easter candy goes,
Cadbury Creme Eggs are
one of the most well-known
candies ever. There were

the classic old commercial
where the clucking bunny
lays an egg and it’s a Cadbury Creme egg.
A whole
generation
thought rabbits clucked after this …and laid eggs. You
gotta give Cadbury credit, there is cultural cachet
there.
Cadbury Creme Eggs
are a highly unique candy. Chocolate shell with a
creamy and sugary goo inside that has both the white
and the yolk of the candy
egg. It seems like a confectionery engineering marvel.
Bravo for creating such
a work of candy art. The
thing is, they’re just awfully
horrible to actually eat.
The chocolate shell is a
problem. The thing is hard
enough to eat without making a mess, but god forbid
the egg has gotten a tiny bit
warm and the outer shell
has softened. Then you’re
in for a sloppy mess with
this awkwardly shaped candy whose liquid filling does
nothing to support its shape.
It falls apart into goo.
Speaking of the shell, its

ingredients have recently
gone through some changes. Cadbury Creme Eggs’
shell used to be made of
Cadbury Dairy Milk Chocolate. But Cadbury was
bought by Kraft in 2010,
and that was an ominous
event. Five years later, they
announced the change to a
“standard chocolate mix.”
People were not happy
about that. They even started a petition to go back to
the old recipe.
But the liquid filling is
the thing that people seem
to have the most problem
with. It’s liquid fondant,
which ok yeah that sounds
gross. Its consistency apparently leaves more than
a little something to be desired to most people.
Cadbury Creme Eggs aren’t the only Easter candy
made by Cadbury. They are
the worst, but Cadbury also
happen to make the very
best.
See the 10 best Easter
candies next week!

ers pull their ads. We don’t
sell newspapers; we sell ad
space. The local newspaper may be another casualty
of the corona virus. Cedar
Springs without the Cedar
Springs Post? It will be a different place.
With the bulk of our local
businesses shut down, they
are struggling as well. And
like many small independent
stores, salons and restaurants,
we may soon be unable to
make payroll, pay the printer and other expenses that go
along with running a business.
We thank our advertisers
that remain in the paper. They
brought you another week of
local news.
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: MYSTERIES AND
THRILLERS
ACROSS
1. Wire danger
6. Part of a circumference
9. Nashville’s Keith
13. In a cold manner
14. Prefix for something revived
15. Paralyzing disease
16. Mulled wine
17. Egg cells
18. A do-nothing
19. *”Alphabet Series” detective novels author
21. *”It’s close to midnight, and something
evil’s lurking in ____ ____”
23. Second mo.
24. Fabricca Italiana Automobili Torino
25. Not don’ts
28. Popular Japanese soup
30. *Agatha Christie’s famous sleuth
35. Wood sorrels
37. “Through” in text
39. Give sheep a haircut
40. Raise the roof
41. Wall or pedestal support
43. Cogito, ____ sum
44. Drink like a cat, two words
46. Be inclined
47. Commotions
48. Bewitch or beguile
50. Jack and Jill’s water jug
52. Put to work
53. *James Patterson’s “____ the Girls”

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows.
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name
and phone number for any questions we may have.

Cedar Springs 50+ Reunion Canceled

It’s our regret that the Cedar Springs 50+ Reunion will
be canceled this year in 2020 because of the Covid-19
virus. It was a hard decision but for everyone’s safety
that it is done. Sorry for this news. God bless everyone.
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reaching around the world

Call a Sales Rep TODAY!

616-696-3655

JOKE

55. “Jack and the Beanstalk”
Giant’s disapproval
57. *Hitchcock classic
61. *Poe’s “Tales of ____
and Imagination”
65. In the know
66. *Subject of Roswell’s
mystery
68. Cocoon dwellers
69. King Julien XIII of
“Madagascar,” e.g.
70. Bubble source
71.
Possible
allergic
reaction
72. Gaelic tongue
73. Store posting, for short
74. Oceanic trenches

of theWeek
Smile For the DMV

Tickets ONLY

$

3.00

Temporarily

CLOSED
UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE

by mandate of the
State of Michigan.

For the
safety of our
volunteers and
our patrons during
the COVID-19 crisis.
Thank you for your patience.

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

classic kelly’s

We miss our patrons and hope
you are safe and well.
We hope to see you soon.
The Cedar Springs Theatre Association
Board and Volunteers

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com

When I went to get my driver’s license renewed, our
local motor-vehicle bureau was packed.
The line inched along for almost an hour until the
man ahead of me finally got his license.
He inspected his photo for a moment and commented to the clerk, “I was standing in line so long, I ended
up looking pretty grouchy in this picture.”
The clerk looked at his picture closely.
“It’s okay,” he reassured the man, “That’s how
you’re going to look when the cops pull you over anyway.”

616-696-SHOW
7469

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620
NOTICE: We need NEW jokes! If you have a good
“clean” joke to share email it to:
news@cedarspringspost.com
or send to P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Curbside d
elivery
Tues - Sat
takeout
Tues - Sat
11am-8pm

The

12pm-2pm
and
5pm-8pm

Call 616-263-9784
Red
Bird
Bistro & Grill to place your order
Mussel22Mondays
N. Main St.

Cedar
Springs
6 domestic
bottles of beer

2lbs of Mussels & a Bucket of
or a bottle of house wine

T-Shirt Tuesdays

Why Not Wednesdays

Why not join us for our

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost/

Kaleidoscope
ANTIQUE MALL OF Times
(2 LOCATIONS)

6507 S. Greenville Rd | 616.225.2454

www.redbirdbg.com
Hours:
M-Th
11am-9pm
Wear your
Red Bird
T-Shirt
on
Tuesdays andSat
get10am-10pm
20% off your
food bill and all day happy hour
Sun 10am-8pm
drink prices.

ANSWERS - on page 13

follow us on facebook

GREENVILLE

$20.00
616.263.9784

DOWN
1. Google alternative
2. Maple genus
3. Capital on the Baltic Sea
4. Blindman’s ____
5. International ____ of Units
6. In a little while, oldfashioned
7. Once around
8. Raccoon’s South American
cousin
9. *The Demon Barber
10. Spanish earthen pot
11. Coffin stand
12. *New ____, setting of
“The Alienist”

The

Red
Bird

Bistro

& Grill

SEE SPECIALS at www.facebook.com/TheRedBirdBistroandGrill/

15. Michelangelo’s famous
Vatican statue and others
like it, e.g.
20. Death reports, for short
22. Deli offering
24. Baby extractor
25. *Sherlock Holmes creator
26. Continental divide
27. Planktonic tunicate
29. *”Who ____ J.R.?”
31. Actress Perlman
32. “Lost” in Paris
33. Mar-a-___, pl.
34. Having a toothed margin
36. Undesirable location
38. Forearm bone
42. Enlighten
45. Slower
49. Oil drilling apparatus
51. Spoke with a speech defect
54. Make a murmuring sound
56. Chopin’s composition
57. Wide river valley
58. Water carrier
59. L.A. footballers
60. *HBO’s “____ Detective”
61. *Pamela Voorhees and
Norma Bates, e.g.
62. D’Artagnan’s sword
63. Stairway alternative
64. Those not opposed
67.
*Remus
Lupin’s
occasional body cover

Open Mon-Sat 10-5:30 | Sun 11-4

of
$2 OFF Purchase
$20 or more

EDMORE

M-66 @ M-46 | 989.427.7000
Closed Mondays & Tuesdays
One coupon per visit/per customer.
Some restrictions apply.
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ARTS/ENTERTAINMENT

Virtual family story time
at the library
The Cedar Springs Public Library
would like to continue serving our
community and is adapting to our current situation. We are now offering a
weekly virtual Family Story time and
Bedtime Storytime on our Facebook
page, Cedar Springs Public Library.
Join us on Facebook every Tuesday
for Family Storytime at 10 a.m. There
will be singing, dancing and a story
specific to ages 5 and under.

Metron

Also, snuggle up for Bedtime Storytime on Facebook every Thursday at 7
p.m. Grab a stuffed animal, snack and
join us for a story before bed.  
Interact and comment on each video
as we all transition into a new temporary routine!  
This past Tuesday’s story time is
posted on YouTube. Check it out by
going to YouTube and searching for
Cedar Springs Public Library.

...continued from front page

Don’t want to leave the house to
pick up a POST? YOU DON’T HAVE
TO! Now offering: 3 month or 6
month subscriptions...

see page 14 for details

We’re all in this together...

Hang in there!
Springs. We care deeply about our city and the people here.
We care about the staff, the residents, the families involved,
and we know that prayer makes a difference!”
So what is Metron doing to help stop the spread of the
virus?
Pruitt said they are taking all the necessary precautions
and have been following state and federal health guidelines,
including restricting visitors and non-medical personnel.
“We have been working closely with local, state and federal health departments,” explained Pruitt. “As a member
of Spectrum Health’s High Performing Network, we have
also been in continuous contact with the health system, its
doctors and staff. We are taking all necessary measures to
ensure the safety and protection of our residents, staff and
community.
“Since the onset of the COVID-19 crisis, we have been
closely monitoring and implementing the recommendations
and requirements outlined by our local, state and federal
health departments as well as the CDC in an effort to reduce the spread of COVID-19. This is all in addition to our
extensive health and wellness processes and procedures.
“As other facilities around the country have done, we
have restricted visitors, guests and non-essential medical
personnel to the building. Those essential visitors entering
the facility, including doctors, are heavily screened prior to
entry. Every staff member goes through the same screening
process including having their temperature taken prior to
starting every shift. We are fully stocked with all necessary
personal protection equipment and our staff members are
wearing these items throughout their shifts to care for our
residents and for their own protection.
“The health, safety and wellbeing of our residents and
our staff members is our top priority as we navigate this
global pandemic and unprecedented health crisis.”
The Post first heard about the possibility of a positive staff
member at Metron last Friday, and reached out to the Kent
County Health Department at that time to get information.
As of Wednesday, the State of Michigan shows 119 positive cases in Kent County, and two deaths. According to
Lori Latham, with the Kent County Health Department,
that number does include the 31 residents at Metron but
it is unclear whether it includes staff, since some could be
from a different county and they did not all go together to
be tested at the same time.

We hope that your business will survive
and come back stronger than ever.

The

P ST

w w w. c e d a r s p r i n g s p o s t . c o m

Thank you

for your participation
in keeping the local
hometown newspaper
here in Cedar Springs
FREE for this community
for over three decades!

Your support has helped to...

• Give readers an up-close view into the community we live, work and play.
• Serve the people you serve with our reporter on the beat.
• Coverage of area tragedies and loss including fatal crashes and fires.
• Publishing news that matters to our readers with local people and events.
• Celebrating our growth and accomplishments as a community.
• Partner with our schools for parents with school pages and coverage.
• Saluting our local soldiers with our Hometown Heroes.
• Attending and reporting on school board meetings, city council
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

meetings and more.
Support of education by publishing school Honor Rolls.
Support and coverage of our local school sports.
Publishing sports schedules with names and photos.
Running free lost pets in our classifieds, reuniting
dozens of pets with their owners.
Publishing pets for adoption from the Humane Society.
Running schedules of area festivals.
Printing obituaries of local residents.
Publishing non-profits’ local events and services.
Hosting coloring contests for area kids.
Our issues are bound into a book version and
donated to our historical society documenting
the history of this community.

All *FREE

for our residents

offering a priceless
service to thousands in
the greater Cedar Springs
area and beyond!
*There is a minimul fee for
obituaries and announcements.

We will continue to publish the
local news both in print and online
(www.cedarspringspost.com)
as long as we can.
Hope to see you back in business
soon! God bless and stay well!
Lois Allen, Publisher
The Cedar Springs Post Newspaper,
founded in 1988

Ph. 616.696.3655 | Fax 616.696.9010 | 36 E. Maple St., Cedar Springs | email: sales@cedarspringspost.com
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The

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word

Call 616.696.3655

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

Large home on
perimeter corner
homesite
Lots of corn & deer
as neighbors
PRICE REDUCED

$109,900

616-696-1100

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

APARTMENTS
FOR RENT
MILDRED HOUTING
LEISURE ACRES
TAKING APPLICATIONS
for 1 and 2 BEDROOM
APARTMENTS
Must be 62 years of age or
older; disabled regardless
of age. Barrier free units
available. Rent based on
30% of income.
For more information please
call (616) 696-3920/
TRS/TDD dial 711
This institution is an
Equal Opportunity Provider

RED FLANNEL ACRES
“A Place to Call Home”
AFFORDABLE LIVING
311 Oak Court
Cedar Springs, MI
Great Location, 1 & 2
bedroom apartments. Rent
based on 30% of income.
Barrier Free units available.

Managed by Intrepid Professional Group

For more information please call
(616) 696-3920/
TRS/TDD dial 711

AUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

CLASSES
AND LESSONS
Beginner

CROCHET LESSONS
Call
616-263-9385

to register

LOST
AND FOUND
Found:
Quadcopter
drone
found on February 27th on the
bike trail near Pine Street,
Cedar Springs. Call 616-6963248. #10

FOR RENT
CEDARFIELD
SELF StoRAgE
Next to Meijer

HELP
WANTED
Part – Time & Full – Time
positions available, CDL Class
A ,Truck Driver. Home every
night, part time 1 – 2 days
per week. Must have good
driving record and pass drug
screening. Howard City. Call
231-250-9696. #10-15p
Job opening for insurance
agent in Cedar Springs.
Sales Experience preferred.
Email resumes to Chris@
conflittiagency.com. #tfnb
Direct Support Professional:
Spectrum Community Service is
looking for an outgoing individual
to serve and support our
Individuals. All shifts available
– particular need for part-time
weekend help $10.50 – $11.00
per hour, more with related
experience. A Day in the Life as
a Direct Support Professional:
As the direct hands who would
serve our people. You would
provide the care in the areas
of feeding, personal hygiene,
role modeling, and community
outing, personal life skill goals
as well a variety of other
invaluable services, because
we believe that every person,
as a valued member of the
human community is entitled to
dignity and respect. We believe
that all people have the right to
receive services which support
them in achieving their highest
potential. Ready to apply? If this
job sounds like a fit for you, then
reach out to Carey at cmartin@
spectrumhumans.org or 616696-3035. #9-14b

SERVICES

ANDY’S
TREE
SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES

800.982.4540
231.937.5607

CRITTER

CORNER
Lost: Missing dearly our large
long-haired male, part Maine
Coon, black and gray/tan
(marble / tiger) kitty. Missing
since Friday, March 13th from
the area of Algoma, 22 Mile and
Cypress. He is neutered and
microchipped, although he still
sprays. He likes girls and is very
friendly. He will probably come
to “Hey big kitty!” If seen, please
call ASAP 616-498-6568. #14

When you pay with

CA$H

use the

Cedar Springs
Post
Classiﬁeds

This institution is an
Equal Opportunity Provider

Say:
“I saw it in the POST!”
Help support LOCAL Newspapers!

PETS of the WEEK

Kent Dumpster: Local Family
Business. Call 616-437-1460.
www.kentdumpster.com. #1135p

$1.00
OFF
CLASSIFIEDS
Narrow
Your
Search

Humane Society of West Michigan’s

A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb

616-696-1100

Work

All real estate advertising in
this newspaper is subject
to the Federal Fair Housing
Amendments Act and the
Michigan Civil Rights Act, which
make it illegal to advertise
“any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, national
origin,
handicap,
familial
status, age or marital status,
or an intention to making any
such preference, limitation or
discrimination.” Familial Status
includes children under the age
of 18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody
of children under 18. This
newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate, which is in violation of
the law. To report discrimination,
call the Fair Housing Center at
616-451-2980. The HUD tollfree number for the hearing
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

– 696-3655 –

ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

Classiﬁeds

HOMES
FOR SALE

P ST

Thursday, April 2, 2020

Aspen – 5-year-old female – Medium Mixed Breed
“Hello there, my name is Aspen! I’m around 5 years old and
60 lbs. I absolutely adore people
and am looking for a family who
is as devoted to me as I will be
to them. I love to go for walks
and may even be a good running buddy! I may be a little shy
at first, but give me a chance to
warm up and we’ll be the best of friends in no time.”
Aspen will be available for adoption when Humane Society
of West Michigan reopens to the public. For updates and to
learn more about adopting, please visit: www.hswestmi.org
Moscato – 1-year-old male – Domestic Shorthair Mix
Meet Moscato! He’s a 1 year
old pure white purr machine!
Moscato loves attention from
people and playing with toys!
Moscato will make you smile
with his curious antics and
snuggle up with his favorite
people at the end of the day.
Moscato can’t wait to find a
family of his own!
Moscato will be available for adoption when Humane Society of West Michigan reopens to the public. For updates and
to learn more about adopting, please visit:
www.hswestmi.org
For more information on the
Humane Society of West Michigan,
call (616) 453-8900 or
visit www.hswestmi.org

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at

www.cedarspringspost.com

(1)																																																											(2)																																																																	(3)																																																																		(4)
(5)																																																											(6)																																																																	(7)																																																																		(8)
(9)																																																											(10)																																																															(11)																																																																(12)
(13)																																																									(14)																																																															(15)																																																																(16)
(17)																																																									(18)																																																															(19)																																																																(20)
(21)																																																									(22)																																																															(23)																																																																(24)
(25)																																																									 $12.20
25 words or less $12.00

$12.40

$12.60

$12.80

$13.00

$13.20

$13.40

$13.60

$13.80

$14.00

$14.20

Cost of Ad
$ ________
Box
$1.50
Bold
$1.50
Name ________________________________
Ad Total
$ ________
Times to run
X ________
Address_______________________________
Amount Due
$ ________
Phone ________________________________
Start Date (Thurs.) ____________
Signature ______________________________
Type of Payment
___Cash
Expiration Date ______________
___Check
Credit Card Number ___________________________________ ___Credit Card

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.
Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.
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Crash
...continued from page 7

695,000 in October 1982.
In contrast to the dismal unemployment numbers, Pure
Michigan Connect announced Tuesday afternoon the need
of state-based employers for “40,000+” job openings.
Workers are sought in the fields of logistics, health care,
manufacturing and agribusiness during the COVID-19 pandemic. Job seekers should visit MiTalent.org.
“Michiganders are tough and hardworking, especially in
times of crisis,” Gov. Gretchen Whitmer said in a news release. “Tens of thousands of open jobs are available right
now with more than 2,000 Michigan companies and organizations hiring to continue providing critical services.”
Employers seeking to hire during the coronavirus crisis
are encouraged to access the COVID-19 On-Demand Hiring Intake Form.
“While many Michiganders are being displaced from
work, thousands of employers have immediate job openings,” Michigan Labor and Economic Opportunity Director
Jeff Donofrio said in a press release. “We encourage those
who are currently unemployed to search available jobs
at MiTalent.org.”

Benefits
...continued from page 7

Whitmer.This increase and expansion of unemployment benefits will provide a measure of security for Michigan working families who lost their income due to the pandemic. We
are committed to ensuring emergency financial relief for unemployed residents who continue to stay home and stay safe.
The Michigan Unemployment Insurance Agency (UIA)
will provide additional guidance regarding eligibility and
application details in the coming days as it implements these
new programs.
Benefits Extended to Self-Employed, Low-Wage, and
Other Workers Affected by COVID-19
Under the CARES Act, individuals who are not already
eligible for Michigan’s unemployment programs will now be
provided a set amount of $600 a week for up to four months
on top of the state benefit. Benefits are available for up to
39 weeks. These newly eligible individuals include self-employed workers, independent contractors, low-wage workers
and those with a limited work history.
Benefits Increased for All Unemployed Workers
Under the CARES Act, weekly benefits for all unemployed
workers will be increased by a set amount of $600 a week
for up to four months. This applies to workers already in the
unemployment system and eligible employees about to apply. These workers do not need to reapply and those about to
apply do not need to take additional steps and should file as
usual. If a worker’s application has previously been denied
by the UIA in the past three weeks there is no need for them
to reapply at this time. They will be notified by the agency
with any additional action that may need to be taken.
“We appreciate the patience Michigan residents have
shown with the unemployment system over the last few
weeks as we continue to provide emergency financial assistance during this historical demand. I want to assure every
eligible worker in our state who needs to apply for unem-

ployment benefits that they will receive them,” said Dept.
of Labor and Economic Opportunity Director Jeff Donofrio.
We continue to urge workers to apply online at Michigan.
gov/UIA/ and to utilize our new filing schedule based on
their last name. UIA staff is working as hard and fast as they
can to process claims and we continue to reallocate resources and upgrade technology to serve our customers.
The day or time of day in which a claim is filed will not
impact whether a worker receives benefits or their benefit
amount. Additionally, claims will be back-dated to reflect
the date in which a claimant was laid-off or let go from their
job due to COVID-19. The eligibility window to apply has
also been increased from 14 to 28 days from the date of their
work stoppage.
New Filing Schedule:
Online Filing Schedule - Michigan.gov/UIA
Workers are encouraged to go online during off-peak
times between 8PM-8AM
Last names beginning with letters A-L are asked to file
claims on Mondays, Wednesdays, Fridays.
Last names beginning with letters M-Z are asked to file
claims on Sundays, Tuesdays, or Thursdays.
Saturdays will be available for anyone to accommodate
those who could not file during their allotted window.
Call Center Filing Schedule - 866-500-0017:
Last names beginning with lettersA-Lare asked to call on
Mondays and Wednesdays between8:00am 5:00pm.
Last names beginning with lettersM-Zare asked to call on
Tuesdays and Thursdays between 8:00am 5:00pm.
Fridays (8:00am 5:00pm) will be available for anyone to
accommodate those who could not file during their allotted
window.
For more information visit Michigan.gov/UIA

DIFS
...continued from page 7

can be reached by calling toll-free at 877-999-6442, and
is available Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. until
5:00 p.m.
“Michigan consumers will not see a change in the way
they obtain help from DIFS as we work remotely,” added
Fox. “DIFS live call center team will continue to answer
phones and address their needs.”
DIFS stands ready to assist with:
• Questions about health insurance coverage for
COVID-19 treatment or testing.
• Concerns about access to telemedicine.
• Questions about the servicing of loans or mortgages.
• Questions about banks or credit unions and the availability of financial services during the COVID-19 pandemic.
• Insurance agent or consumer finance licensing questions.
• Questions about insurance policies, grace periods,
and premium payment extensions in connection with the
COVID-19 pandemic.
• Appealing an adverse decision regarding a health care
claim under the Patient’s Right to Independent Review Act
(PRIRA).
For more information visit: www.michigan.gov/difs, call
toll free at 877-999-6442 or email DIFSComplaints@michigan.gov.

CROSSWORD answers from page 10
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LEGAL
NOTICE
Summary Of The
Special Meeting Of The
Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, March 26, 2020
7:00 P.M.
Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.
Cedar Springs, Michigan
The Meeting Was Called To Order At 6:03 P.M.
By Mayor Hall. The Pledge Of Allegiance Was
Recited. Six Councilmembers Were Present.
No One Addressed The Council During The Public Comments. There Were No Public Hearings.
The Agenda And Was Approved. Discussions
Were Held On: Budget Workshop 20-21 Fiscal
Year And Fire Station Construction Bid. The
Meeting Was Adjourned At 7:18 P.M. A Complete Copy Of The Minutes Are Available In The
Office Of The City Clerk And Will Be Posted On
The City’s Website Upon Approval.
Dated: April 2, 2020

Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk
616.696.1330

BUSINESS PROFESSIONALS
small ads
make ¢ents

Absolute Heating
& Ventilation LLC
2011

696-3655

For FREE Estimates
call 616-866-5096

Call for details

Dealer of the year

Our low rates are worth
the call! - 696-9570

ST
PP ST

Standard
PresortedStandard
Presorted
Paid
US PostagePaid
US Postage
Permit No. 81
Permit No. 81
Cedar Springs, MI
Cedar Springs, MI

25¢
25¢
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2010
Thursday, May 27,
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Vol. XXIII No. 21
2013
rspringsp ost.com
Thursday, August 1,
www.ceda
and Montcalm Counties
Vol. XXVI No. 31
and parts of newaygo

Lori Visser

www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

“Polar bears” a true test

pages 6-7

Bloomin’ Summer

page 2
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EXCAVATING, INC.

  "616.696.3900

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466
6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake

local family business

Attention Businesses!
The
The

$

KENT DUMPSTER

SCHULTZ SEPTIC

"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential •Commercial

Brynadette Powell

funds

reaching around the world

Call a Sales Rep TODAY!

616-696-3655

616-437-1460
kentdumpster.com

Bassett’s

Towing & Auto Repair
New Hours:
Monday-Friday
8am to 5:30pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
• American Express

14050 edgerton
Cedar springs

Full-serviCe auto repair
• Brakes • Engine • Electric • Oil Changes
• Tires (new and used) • Wheel Alignments
• Maintenance • Foreign & Domestic

616.696.3051

Screened TopSoil
SCREENED
TOPSOIL
gravel
Sand
GRAVEL • SAND
recycled
RECYCLED concreTe
CONCRETE
Licensed &
LICENSED
& insured
INSURED
commerciaL &
& residentiaL
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

636-5524
636-5524

www.deanexcavating.com

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

616.835.2624

Arthur K. Eggerding
Realtor, Inc.
Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

H VS Builders

Honest Affordable Quality Workmanship
• New Construction
• Remodeling
• Additions
• Siding

Scott Henningsen
Licensed & Insured

• Roofing
• Flooring: from carpet to tile
• Decks
• Garages

616-255-5734
www.hvsbuilders.com

FREE ESTIMATES
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Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

OUTDOORS

Deadly Alien
Beauty
Recently a Cedar Springs
Post reader submitted a
picture of a deadly beauty
(reposted this week). When
I first saw the plant in a
ditch a few decades ago in
front of a home, I thought
about planting it by the road
at Ody Brook to create a
winter visual barrier. It is
Phragmites that grow tall. I
learned it is a deadly alien
beauty.
The plant hid Moses when
he was a baby and saved his
life but in our native habitats it is deadly.
Phragmites has a healthy
nature niche across the
ocean in Egypt but here it

is a killer costing a large
amount of money, time,
and energy from natural resource agencies and volunteers to control it in wetland
habitats.
It is an example of a pandemic species like those I
wrote about in last week’s
article. Phragmites do not
support native species and
eliminates them from habitats. It crowds out cattails
and other native plants that
are residences for many
insects supporting Redwinged Blackbirds, Marsh
Wrens, and Song Sparrows.
Muskrats food and shelter
building materials are lost.
Minks and otters lose musk-

rats, fish and crustaceans
from their diet.
This beautiful plant causes significant harm to the
wetland ecosystem, causes
human economic damage,
and interferes with production of a food source
many people desire. It reduces fishing opportunities.
Phragmites control is completed by a variety methods
that include draining wetlands and use of herbicide
chemicals.
The Kent Conservation
District (KCD) expends
a majority of time, effort,
and money assisting farmers and other landowners
to manage family property and businesses. Among
other work, it supports best
practices for agriculture,
livestock, and animal waste
control to prevent contamination of streams and lakes.
It facilitates grants to help
families manage woodlots.
The additional work necessary to control species
like Phragmites that kill
massive numbers of native

Don’t want to leave the
house to pick up a POST?

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO!
Now offering:

3 month or 6 month
subscriptions

YES send me a subscription of The POST

C h e c k o n e , fi ll o u t fo r m b e lo w , a n d s e n d t o P.O . B o x 3 7 0 , C e d a r S p r in g s , M I
4 9 3 1 9 . O r d ro p o ff in o u r d ro p b o x o u t s id e t h e P O S T a t 3 6 E . M a p le S t .

3 month subscription for .....$15
6 month subscription for......$25
12 month subscription for....$40

This photo was taken recently on 22 Mile Road between White Creek Ave and US131 near Sand
Lake. Someone painted many of the plumes various colors. Photo taken by Cherri Rose.

species goes unnoticed by
most. KCD helps prevent
environmental pandemics.
The Cedar Springs Public Schools had an actively used outdoor study site
along Northland Drive with
a portable outdoor classroom. The primary teacher facilitating the program
retired and site use diminished. The Kent Conservation District was recently

instrumental in controlling
Phragmites that established
in the ditch along the road
and threatened survival of
native species on school
grounds and the outdoor
study site.
Last week I mentioned
there are 180 pandemic exotic species causing havoc
in the Great Lakes. Many
alien species are doing damage in our yards, communi-

We understand there
are questions about how
COVID-19 is affecting outdoor recreation. Right now,

yes, fishing is permitted,
and the 2020 season opens
April 1. In fact, fishing is
one outdoor activity that

ties, and public lands. Much
of the native timber harvest
comes from land owned by
private community members. State and national forests are managed for timber
and wildlife resources that
support local economies.
Preventing establishment of
pandemic species is essential work.
Many people do not realALIEN - continues on page 15

Can I still go fishing?

can be done with proper
social distancing; just make
sure to remain 6 feet away
from people outside of your
household and be
respectful of others.
Also, keep it local.
Extensive travel is
allowed only for essential needs. Limiting your travel helps
keep you and others
safe, while also reducing the spread of
COVID-19.
If you decide to go
fishing, it’s easy to
get your 2020 license
online at Michigan.
gov/DNRLicenses.
For the latest fishing
regulations, check
Fishing is one of the outdoor activities that can be done with proper so- out the 2020 Fishing
cial distancing—keeping at least 6 feet between yourself and another
Guide at Michigan.
person (outside your immediate household).
gov/DNRDigests.

CHICK DAY
Wed., May 13th, 2020
10am-5pm

All orders must
be prepaid

Orders due no later
than April 25th, 2020

Name:
Phone #:
Address:

Cedar Springs Mill & Supply, Inc.
Inc.
112 W. Beech St., Cedar Springs
Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm • Sat 8am-2:30pm

616-696-9740
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OUTDOORS

Act now to prevent
wildlife conflicts

Warmer weather means
many animals are seeking
food to feed their young.
During this time, help your
community—and be a good
neighbor to wildlife—and
consider removing bird feeders and other food sources
that might attract wildlife.
Bird feeders can attract a
variety of wildlife, not just
birds. Other species, including squirrels, rabbits, raccoons, skunks, opossums and
bears, will take advantage of
the easy access. Mice, chipmunks and other small animals visiting your feeders
could draw larger predators
like hawks, coyotes and foxes.
If you live in the Lower Peninsula or parts of the
western U.P., make sure While bird feeders can bring beautiful birds to your yard, they
deer can’t get to your bird also can attract bears and other animals. During the spring,
feeders. Feeding deer is pro- when many animals are looking for food sources, it’s a good
hibited in these areas to limit idea to remove feeders.
the spread of wildlife diseaslife are available at Michigan.gov/Wildlife.
es. Follow these tips for feeding the birds in Questions? Contact the DNR Wildlife Diviareas where deer feeding bans are in place.
sion at 517-284-9453.
More tips on handling conflicts with wild-

Alien

is online at
http://cedarspringspost.com/category/
outdoors/

OUTDOORS

TAX TIME

$

Employee Retention Credit
available for businesses financially impacted by COVID-19
WASHINGTON—The Treasury Department and the Internal Revenue Service
today launched the Employee Retention
Credit, designed to encourage businesses
to keep employees on their payroll. The refundable tax credit is 50 percent of up to
$10,000 in wages paid by an eligible employer whose business has been financially
impacted by COVID-19.

D o e s m y b u s in e s s q u a lif y t o r e c e iv e t h e E m p lo y e e R e t e n t io n
C r e d it ?

The credit is available to all employers
regardless of size, including tax-exempt
organizations. There are only two exceptions: State and local governments and their
instrumentalities and small businesses who
take small business loans.
Qualifying employers must fall into one
of two categories:
• The employers business is fully or
partially suspended by government
order due to COVID-19 during the
calendar quarter.
• The employers gross receipts are below 50% of the comparable quarter in
2019. Once the employers gross receipts go above 80% of a comparable

quarter in 2019, they no longer qualify after the end of that quarter.
These measures are calculated each calendar quarter.

H o w is t h e c r e d it c a lc u la t e d ?

The amount of the credit is 50 percent
of qualifying wages paid up to $10,000 in
total. Wages paid after March 12, 2020,
and before Jan. 1, 2021, are eligible for the
credit. Wages taken into account are not
limited to cash payments, but also include
a portion of the cost of employer provided
health care.

H o w d o I k n o w w h ic h w a g e s
q u a lif y ?

Qualifying wages are based on the average number of a business’s employees in
2019.
Employers with less than 100 employees:
If the employer had 100 or fewer employees on average in 2019, the credit is based
on wages paid to all employees, regardless
if they worked or not. If the employees
worked full time and were paid for full time
work, the employer still receives the credit.
Employers with more than 100 employees: If the employer had more than 100 emCREDIT - continues on page 16

Be ready for stimulus scams

...continued from page 14

ize the economic and social
impacts of human caused
introduction of exotic pandemic species into native
habitats. Recent laws, 50
years late, address control
of ballast water from ships
that release exotics into the
Great Lakes. Single focus
short term monetary interests, often supported by
industry, undermine long
term community health and
sustainability and negatively impact environmental
health supporting us.
The current coronavirus
pandemic onslaught devastating the human economy,
social structure, and environment is systematic of occurrences in native ecosystems in our neighborhoods.
Most do not have the immediate effect of the virus on

$

Page 15

people but they threaten the
long-term sustainability for
our communities for future
generations.
Many people do not
embrace the importance
of human caused climate
change that is driving major problems that will flood
continental shorelines to a
greater extent than the highwater problems occurring
in the Great Lakes. Large
cities will be flooded and
displaced. This will dwarf
the problems caused by the
covid-19 outbreak. Better
leadership from the president and administration is
needed to address climate
change and the impact it
will have on controlling
pandemics. Our role is
to require elected leaders
to protect environmental

conditions that sustain our
communities and family
heritage for a healthy future. We need elected leaders to focus on inclusive
economic, social, and environmental nature niche
sustainability of to insure a
healthy future.
Natural history questions or topic suggestions
can be directed to Ranger
Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody
Brook Nature Sanctuary,
13010 Northland Dr. Cedar
Springs, MI 49319 or call
616-696-1753.
Visit http://cedarspringspost.com/category/outdoors/ranger-steves-nature-niche/ for last week’s
article.

Northern Kent County’s
floor-covering store

Scammers trying to obtain banking info to intercept
Treasurer Rachael Eubanks stimulus package, the fedfederal checks
said. “It’s bad enough when eral government is directly
LANSING—Michigan
taxpayers and tax preparers
should be extra vigilant for
federal stimulus scams, according to the Michigan Department of Treasury.
With many taxpayers receiving federal stimulus
checks directly deposited
into their banking accounts,
scammers are boosting their
phishing attempts and phone
scams to obtain personally
identifiable information. In
the latest round of reports,
scammers are targeting taxpayers and tax preparers in
an attempt to change direct
deposit information so they
can intercept federal checks.
“Taxpayers and tax preparers must be vigilant for
direct deposit scams”, State

a single taxpayer is targeted.
When tax preparers are also
targeted, the personal information of many individual
taxpayers could be disclosed
all at once. Please be extra
vigilant for scams during this
unprecedented time.”
In reported cases, scammers are asking taxpayers or
tax preparers to verify banking information through a
phone call or are asking individuals to click on a link that
goes to a fake website, where
an unsuspecting victim submits personally identifiable
information to a criminal.
Taxpayers or tax preparers
can report phishing attempts
to the Internal Revenue Service at phishing@irs.gov.
As a part of the federal

depositing stimulus checks
to many taxpayers based on
2018 and 2019 tax year information from the IRS.
The Michigan Department
of Treasury does not administer the federal stimulus
program or have information
regarding federal stimulus
checks. Questions about the
federal stimulus program
should be directed to the IRS
at 1-800-829-1040.
For more information
about identify theft, go to
www.michigan.gov/identitytheft
To learn more about Michigan’s tax system, follow
the Michigan Department of
Treasury on Twitter at @MITreasury.

Get your Share of Stimulus Dollars!!
Everyone wants, and more importantly, needs
their Stimulus Money from the US Govt.!

In order to receive it, a 2018 and/
or 2019 tax return MUST be Filed!

If you already had direct deposit on your return it
will automatically be deposited into your account.
Mailed checks will take longer.
Those who are not required to file returns will need to
do so in order to receive their share of stimulus dollars.

Peterson Tax and Accounting is accepting
drop off information for returns to be filed.
Quality Service and Value for 39 years.

616.696.5300

PETERSON

Tax and Accounting

“Professional Knowledge with Personal Attention”

23 West Elm St.
Cedar Springs, MI
49319

38 Years
Experien of
ce

Lucinda Peterson, Proprietor
Lucinda@PetersonTaxAcctg.com PetersonTaxandAccounti ng.com
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ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

Say,

SERVICING THE GREENVILLE AREA AND
SURROUNDING
AREAS.
ALL OVER!
Specializing
in Working Around
PowerWE
LinesGO
& Houses

SENIOR
SENIOR
DISCOUNT
DISCOUNT

Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses
WORK YEAR
ROUND
WORK YEAR
ROUND

Call for a FREE Estimate

FULLY
INSURED
FULLY

INSURED

‘WE GO ALL
OVER’

‘WE GO ALL
OVER’

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
Call for a FREE Estimate
TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE
QUALITY WORK MATTERS.
Veteran’s
and
WHERE
QUALITY WORK MATTERS.
Veteran’s and
WE
KEEP
YOUR YARD
YARDCLEAN!
CLEAN!
WE
KEEP
YOUR
Military
MilitaryDiscount
Discount Andrew
T.
Callender,
Owner
CELL:
616-293-8867
Andrew T. Callender, Owner CELL: 616-293-8867

800-982-4540
231-937-5607
800-982-4540
or or
231-937-5607

Complete Collision

266501

MAIN
M-82 ••HOWARD
HOWARDCITY,
CITY,MIMI
49329
MAINOFFICE:
OFFICE: 22300
22300 M-82
49329
Family
1962 ••www.andystreeservice.com
www.andystreeservice.com
FamilyOwned
Owned Since
Since 1962
ServingMontcalm,
Montcalm, Kent,
Kent, Newaygo,
Newaygo, Mecosta,
& More
Serving
Mecosta,Osceola
OsceolaCounties
Counties
& More

“I saw
it in
The
POST!”

Hi neighbors! I’m Stephanie Crawford and I’m here to
help you with all of your vehicle needs at Kool Chevy!

STEPHANIE CRAWFORD
SALES SPECIALIST
KOOL CHEVROLET
Home of the 10 year million mile warranty

• Tintable Stone Guard • All-Over Paint & Spot Repair • Glass Installed

(616) 636-5341

Free Estimates

89 N. Third Street
Sand Lake

Proud Red Hawk Parent!

3770 Plainfield Ave NE
Grand Rapids MI 49525 US

616-364-9431 (main)
616-365-7198 (direct)

scrawford@koolchevy.com

www.koolgm.com

4395 14 mile rd ne Rockford, MI 49341
M&W 9-8 • TU, TH, & F 9-6 • SAT 9-3 • CLOSED SUNDAYS

watsonrockford.com
616-884-5899 FIND US ON

City
...continued from page 6

are deemed “critical” and must continue working—nurses,
grocery store employees, police and wastewater treatment
plant operators alike. I know that there are going to be a lot
of people suffering financially because of this mess, and I
earnestly hope that at the end of all of this that you end up
in a safe position and are treated with dignity and fairness.
To the bosses and managers, I implore you to treat your
employees the way that you would like to be treated and
extend safety, charity and opportunity whenever possible
simply because it is the right thing to do. For the parents
with unexpectedly home-schooled children, I wish you the
patience of a saint and the wisdom of the ancient philosophers for all those “why” questions that you’re going to
endure.
To paraphrase Gandalf, it is not for us to choose what
times we live through, we only get to decide what to do
with the time that is given to us. My time will be spent
managing the City and saying “yes dear’ every time my
wife comes up with something to add to the honey-do list
at home. I see the first plant buds are breaking through the

soil in my garden and it’s about time to start jogging off that
“city manager 15” that has accumulated by sitting down for
10-12 hours a day at the office. Even though I can’t go visit
with friends or family for the next several weeks I plan on
lots of phone calls, texting and maybe walk-n-talks while
maintaining at least 6 feet of separation. I’ll be checking in
on friends and neighbors who live by themselves and I’ll
be trying to order more take-out food than usual from our
local restaurants.
Whatever it is that you are planning on doing over the
next several weeks, stay happy, healthy and safe. We’ll all
get through this together.

Credit
...continued from page 15

ployees on average in 2019, then the credit is allowed only
for wages paid to employees who did not work during the
calendar quarter.

I a m a n e lig ib le e m p lo y e r. H o w d o I re c e iv e
m y c re d it ?

Employers can be immediately reimbursed for the credit by reducing their required deposits of payroll taxes that

have been withheld from employees wages by the amount
of the credit.
Eligible employers will report their total qualified wages
and the related health insurance costs for each quarter on
their quarterly employment tax returns or Form 941 beginning with the second quarter. If the employers employment
tax deposits are not sufficient to cover the credit, the employer may receive an advance payment from the IRS by
submitting Form 7200 [ http://www.irs.gov/Form7200 ],
Advance Payment of Employer Credits Due to COVID-19.
Eligible employers can also request an advance of the
Employee Retention Credit by submitting Form 7200.

W h e r e c a n I fi n d m o r e in fo r m a t io n o n
t h e E m p lo y e r R e t e n t io n C r e d it a n d o t h e r
C O V ID -1 9 e c o n o m ic r e lie f e ff o r t s ?

Updates on the implementation of this credit [ https://www.
irs.gov/newsroom/faqs-employee-retention-credit-under-thecares-act ], Frequently Asked Questions on Tax Credits for
Required Paid Leave [ https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/covid19-related-tax-credits-for-required-paid-leave-provided-bysmall-and-midsize-businesses-faqs ] and other information
can be found on the Coronavirus page https://www.irs.gov/
coronavirus of IRS.gov.

