The

P ST

FREE but priceless
Presorted Standard
US Postage Paid
Permit No. 81
Cedar Springs, MI

Showcasing Cedar Springs & Reaching around the world ~ www.cedarspringspost.com

Vol. XXX No. 5 Thursday, February 2, 2017

Serving Northern Kent County and parts of Newaygo and Montcalm Counties

Victim in shooting suffered
from mental disorder

Police seek info
on gas drive off

By Judy Reed

The Post ran an article
last week with what we
knew about the shooting
of Jonathan David Sper,
in Algoma Township.
The day that the paper
came out, January 26, the
Kent County Sheriff Department and Jonathan’s
family released a joint
statement detailing some
of the events that led to
his death on Tuesday evening, January 24.
According to the statement, he had been diagnosed with bipolar schizoaffective disorder, and
had been trying to rehabilitate himself for the last Jonathan David Sper had been battling a mental disorder for about a
decade. Photo from a NAMI page set up in his memory.
10 years.
“We know that Jonathan
illness,” said his family. friend to many peois in a better place—a
place where he no longer “Even while dealing with ple. He was a dreamer,
victim - continues on page 12
has to wrestle with mental this disorder, he was a great

Jonathan David Sper. Facebook
photo from November 2016.

Wesco and the Sand Lake
Police Department is asking
for help to identify this vehicle. They said this vehicle has
driven off without paying for
gas at Wesco in Sand Lake
for the last month. As you see
in the picture, vehicle has a
ball hitch and a yellow stick-

Board rates Superintendent Snow shot
highly effective

er in the rear side window,
and there also appears to be
some stickers on the rear of
the vehicle.
If you have any information please contact Sand Lake
Police Department at 616799-1900.
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Dr. VanDuyn’s contract renewed through 2020

Cedar Springs Public
ment. “At the State of
Schools Superintendent
the Schools presentation
Dr. Laura VanDuyn has
on January 23, 2017 it
been rated “highly efwas evident once again
fective” by the Board
that the superintendent,
of Education for the
administration, teachthird year in a row, and
ers and support staff are
they have extended her
working hard to provide
contract through 2020.
for the best education
According to a refor our Cedar Springs
lease from current
students. AccomplishBoard of Education
ments from all areas of
President
Matthew
the District were preShoffner, they met with
sented. Dr. VanDuyn
the Superintendent in
continually
thanked
closed session on Dethe fine staff, students,
cember 12 for her an- Cedar Springs Public Schools Superinten- parents and community
nual evaluation. They dent Dr. Laura VanDuyn
for their collaborative
ship and professionalism.
used the Michigan Asefforts to produce such
sociation of School Boards She’s a champion for all impressive results.
(MASB)
superintendent students and a firm believ“Some highlights of the
evaluation tool/rubric, and er in and supporter of our great work this year inrated her in areas of perfor- staff. Highly effective does clude: high-quality profesmance that include: Gover- not mean there is not room sional learning for staff in
nance & Board Relations; for growth. We can all im- math instruction, ResponCommunity
Relations; prove; therefore, the Board sive Classroom, Adaptive
Staff Relations; Business sets goals for the superin- Schools and Cognitive
& Finance; Instruction- tendent each year. One such Coaching; completion of
al Leadership; Student goal moving forward is a strategic planning; a high
Growth. Board members focus on the culture and cli- school ‘silver’ rating by US
were trained by the MASB mate of the District.”
News for two consecutive
Dr. Laura VanDuyn began years as well as being sein best practices of evaluatas Superintendent of Cedar lected by the College Board
ing the superintendent.
“Dr. VanDuyn received Springs Public Schools in to be on the AP Honor Roll
the highest possible rating July of 2014. She replaced for the first time this year;
of ‘Highly Effective,’ said retiring Superintendent Ron high-quality special educathen-Board President Patri- McDermed.
tion professional learning
“Since that time there and improved compliance
cia Eary. “She’s taken on
many difficult situations, has been notable progress ratings;
implementation
but has done so with grace, throughout the District,” of new K-5 math curricucourage, servant leader- it says in the Board state- lum; implementation of a
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Sports
Kristen Smith, of Kristen’s Flashback Photography, took
this photo Monday during some of our recent snow. She
explained on her Facebook page: “Life gets busy. I realized
when I passed the Veterans Memorial Park in honor of our
home town hero Timmy Brown, that I don’t stop on the side
of the road as much as I used to when something catches
my eye. The world is crazy right now, so I decided to make
a stop, say a prayer for Timmy, his family, our military, and
snap a couple of pics in the snow.”
That’s a great shot, Kristen! Thanks so much!
counseling/mental health/
crisis plan; the award of
two State grants—one for
early intervention and one
for our first-ever robotics

program; the well-deserved
‘lime green’ rating with the
state of Michigan—that is
a remarkable 2-level imrenewed - continues on page 11
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The Post travels to China

The Post traveled on a
special adventure in January with Kelly Tompkins,
of Solon Township, and her
mom, Jan Brower. The two
went to China to finalize
the adoption of Kelly’s son,
Jase. Here they are shown
at their hotel in Zhengzhou,
China.
What a cutie Jase is! Congratulations to Kelly and
her family, and thank you
for taking us with you!
Are you going on vacation? Take the Post with
you and snap some photos.
Then send them to us with
some info to news@cedarspringspost.com or mail
them to Post travels, PO
Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI
49319. We will be looking
for yours!

5th annual quilt show for library
The Cedar Springs Friends of the Library will be
having their 5th Annual Quilt Show fundraiser on
Saturday, March 18, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at Cedar
Springs Middle School. Admission is $2 per person,
and under 12 is free.
The Friends will once again be raffling off a beautiful quilt that was designed by Barb Grutter, pieced
by Louse King, and quilted by Aerie Quilting. Raffle
tickets are available at the Library or at Luv 2 Quilt
for $1 each or 6 for $5. The quilt will also soon be
on display at Independent Bank and they will have
raffle tickets as well.
The Friends are also taking registrations for people who would like to show their quilts. They have
changed and added categories to have better variety
and competition. The categories are: King/Queen;
Full/Twin; Crib/Wall-Hanging; and Table Topper/
Tote. There is a limit of three items per person,
and you will need a registration form for each quilt
shown. Quilts should not be shown that have been
shown previously. Quilt registration forms are available at the library or by calling either Barb Grutter at
616.263.9500 or Louise King at 616.696.1376.

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive

Kids love the snow and ice that comes with winter. Icicles
are a such a “cool” thing to play with! Just ask Eli Redder,
5, the son of Reba Redder, of Cedar Springs. He is shown
here after our first snowstorm, earlier this winter.
If you have winter photos you’d like us to consider for
publication, email them to news@cedarspringspost.com
with “winter fun” in the subject line. We publish them as
space allows, and do not guarantee publication.

Thursday is groundhog day! Will the groundhog see his shadow today? The photo of this groundhog/woodchuck was taken last summer by Ed Bremmer, of Cedar Springs.

Thank you to our
Advertisers for
Keeping
the Post coming!

616-866-2748

Been in an accident?
We’ll Take It From Here

Thursday, February 2, is Groundhog Day, the day that
Punxsutawney Phil appears at sunrise at Gobbler’s Knob
in Pennsylvania to make his annual prediction on the rest
of winter. According www.groundhog.org, it is a legend
that traverses centuries. “It is the day that the Groundhog
comes out of his hole after a long winter sleep to look for
his shadow.
If he sees it, he regards it as an omen of six more weeks
of bad weather and returns to his hole. If the day is cloudy
#shopthepost
and, hence, shadowless, he takes it as a sign of spring and
stays above ground.
The groundhog tradition
Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food
stems from similar beliefs
associated with Candlemas
Day and the days of early
Christians in Europe, and
for centuries the custom
was to have the clergy bless
candles and distribute them
to the people. Even then, it
• German Tradition
marked a milestone in the
• Crafted in Michigan
winter and the weather that
day was important.”
Either way, it will probably still be cold here at least
through March!

Brauhaus
&
Restaurant

Join us this Saturday for

Fixing Cars.
Helping people.
Greenville Location:
(616) 754-0307

Cedar Springs Location:
(616) 696-1830

12700 Old 14 Mile Rd NE | Greenville
Monday – Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

13399 White Creek Ave NE | Cedar Springs
Monday – Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

Collision & Mechanical Services

More winter fun

Groundhog day

This quilt will be raffled off at the Cedar Springs
Friends of the Library quilt show on March 18.
Get your tickets at the library.

Your
local floor-covering
Your hometown
floor-covering store
store
for
years
for 36
33 years
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Collision Only Services

95 North MaiN | Cedar SpriNGS
CSBreW.CoM | (616) 696-Beer
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Two plead guilty in heroin overdose POST Highlights
death
A Nelson Township man
died last May of a heroin
overdose, and the two people
involved in his death pled
guilty this week as part of a
plea deal.
Bonnie Lee Price, 43, and
Jordan-Luke Ibrihim Vandenbosch, 30, faced charges
in the death of Price’s husBonnie Lee Price
band, Joshua Price 43. The
incident occurred in May
2016, in the 6900 block of 17 Mile Road, west of Myers Lake
Ave. Bonnie Price reportedly bought $60 worth of heroin in
Grand Rapids, which she gave to Vandenbosch. He then mixed
it and put it into syringes, and injected both the woman and her
husband, and himself. When Joshua Price began to show signs
of an overdose and difficulty breathing, the pair did not call 911
right away. Instead they tried to find narcan, which can reverse an
overdose, from people they know. Bonnie Price reportedly also
shot video of her husband, showing him in a distressed breathing
state. She finally called 911 when he stopped breathing.
The pair tried to get rid of the drug paraphernalia, and later
tried to get rid of Joshua’s phone and text messages about drugs
by throwing it away at the Meijer on Alpine.
Price pled guilty this week to delivery/manufacture of heroin
less than 50 grams, and tampering with evidence. In exchange,
the prosecutor did not charge her with delivery of a controlled
substance causing death. The agreement calls for a minimum
term of just over three years in prison.

Jordan-Luke Vandenbosch

Vandenbosch pled guilty
to the delivery of a controlled
substance causing death, a possible life offense. The prosecution then dropped two other
charges, and recommended a
minimum term of seven years
in prison.
The pair will be sentenced on
March 9.
If someone you know appears to be suffering a heroin
overdose, the best thing is to
call 911 immediately. All Sheriff Deputies are trained in how

to administer Narcan.
Heroin overdose affects a number of different body parts and
systems. Some of these effects are more obvious than others.
Warning signs include:
• Bluish nails or lips.
• Depressed breathing.
• Weak pulse.
• Pinpoint pupils.
• Disorientation or delirium.
• Extreme drowsiness.
• Repeated episodes of loss of consciousness.
• Coma.
• Dry mouth.
• Constipation or spasms of the stomach or intestines.
• Low blood pressure.
To get help with addiction, visit https://network180.org/en/
substance-use-disorders/programs/treatment-services or give
them a call at 616.336.3909.

Solon Fire to distribute free smoke alarms
Senior citizens and low income residents first on list
The

Solon Fire Department
(SFD) has joined forces with
the American Red Cross
(ARC) to support their
Home Fire Preparedness Campaign with
a National Goal of a
25 percent reduction in
home fire deaths and injuries in five years.
Did you know that on average, 7 people die every day from
home fires in the United States? Properly installed and
maintained smoke detectors save lives and protect against
injury and loss due to fire.
According to Solon Fire Chief Jeff Drake, initial target
homes will be low income and senior citizen residences in
Solon Township. Both rental and owned properties qualify

for this campaign.
The SFD will provide up to three smoke detectors per
residence to help support the need to have a working smoke
detector on every level, and every room of a residence. This
amount of detector saturation provides the best opportunity
for early warning of a fire, leading to survival of a residential home fire and much safer and cost effective suppression
efforts by the fire department to limit dollar loss.
The smoke detectors to be installed are a 10-year Lithium
Ion battery powered device.
There is no need for battery changes every 6 months.
Simply dispose of the detector after ten years. Monthly
testing is the only maintenance item required. A home fire
safety survey will also be provided during the smoke detector install. A 20-30 minute appointment scheduled through
the Solon Fire Department at smokedetectors@solontwp.
org, or 616-696-0020 will be required.
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State Police employees honored for dedication and service
Trooper, Motor Carrier Officer and Civilian of the Year recognized
Michigan State Police (MSP) Director Col. Kriste Kibbey Etue is pleased to announce the 2016 recipients of the
Dr. Carl A. Gerstacker Trooper of the Year, Motor Carrier
Officer of the Year and Floyd R. Bell Jr. Civilian of the Year
awards. They received the awards at a special ceremony in
Lansing on January 26.

Trooper of the Year

Trooper Matthew Kiser
of the Metro North Post,
a 20-year veteran of the
department, was named
Trooper of the Year.
The Gerstacker Award
recognizes the MSP
trooper or sergeant who
symbolizes
outstanding professional ethics,
dedication to duty and a
concern for giving back
to their community. The
late Dr. Carl A. Gerstacker, former chairman of
Dow Chemical CompaTpr. Matthew Kiser
ny, created the award in
1961.
Kiser is a two-time recipient of the Cpl. Samuel A. Mapes
Criminal Patrol and Investigation Award, recognized for
excelling in looking past the traffic stop to identify serious
crimes and close investigations with felony arrests. He is
highly regarded by his fellow troopers because of his valuable expertise in narcotics investigations and tactical situ-

ations.
“Trooper Kiser’s exemplary work performance, extensive
community involvement and leadership skills make him an
excellent choice for Trooper of the Year,” said Etue. “We
truly thank him for two decades of service with a purpose.”
Kiser has been instrumental in several MSP community
initiatives, including Stuff a Blue Goose and Special Olympics Field Day. He also participates in programs at local
schools and gives presentations for Families Against Narcotics in Oakland County.
Kiser enlisted with the department in 1996, graduating
as a member of the 114th Trooper Recruit School. Prior to
serving at the Metro North Post, he has served at the Sandusky and Detroit posts. Kiser served in the United States
Navy from 1989 to 1994.

Motor Carrier Officer of the Year

Motor Carrier Officer Daniel Priebe of the Lakeview
Post, a 17-year veteran of the department, was named Motor Carrier Officer of the Year.
The Motor Carrier Officer of the Year Award recognizes
the MSP motor carrier officer who symbolizes outstanding
professional ethics, dedication to duty and concern for giving back to their community.
“Motor Carrier Officer Priebe is known for his enthusiasm and effectiveness. When he sees a need, he takes action,” said Etue. “His reputation of outstanding work performance, commercial vehicle enforcement knowledge and
commitment to service make him an excellent choice for
the Motor Carrier Officer of the Year Award.”
Priebe took it upon himself to host an annual farmers’
forum after identifying a need to get vital information to

farmers in his post area.
The first forum had 13
attendees and in just six
years it grew to include
more than 150 participants.
Priebe displays a positive image while on duty
and is also very involved
in his community, striving to form new relationships there as well.
For example, Priebe connected with a local trucking company, who also
Tpr. Daniel Priebe
leads an organization
that builds and delivers bikes to kids, and enlisted fellow
co-workers to assemble and deliver bikes before Christmas.
He now participates in and attends the delivery every year.
He also makes time to coach a number of youth sports and
serve as a referee for an indoor soccer league, and routinely
gives presentations for new commercial drivers about what
they can expect at weigh stations and during traffic stops.
Priebe enlisted with the MSP in 2001, graduating as a
member of the 13th Motor Carrier Officer Recruit School.
Prior to serving at the Lakeview Post, he has served at the
Ionia and Newaygo posts. He served in the United States
Air Force from 1987 to 1992.

Civilian of the Year

Mr. Brian McEachern of the MSP Intelligence OperaHonored - continues on page 12
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From the Pulpit

Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes
Hillcrest Community Church
5994 18 Mile Rd. Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Your mission in life
on around Him and to Him. He always
kept the main thing, the main thing. He
didn’t allow anything to distract Him
from His mission. There are several
places in the Bible where we find His
mission clearly stated. Do you want
to know what it was, and still is? Jesus quoted scripture from Isaiah chapter 61:1-3 among other places, regarding His mission in life. He said, “The
Spirit of the Sovereign Lord is on me,

Do you know your life mission? Have
you given much thought to your mission in life? People sometimes spend
their whole life searching for what
gives them purpose, hope, value and
fulfillment. If you’re looking in the
wrong places, you only find disappointment, frustration, bitterness and envy.
Jesus had a mission. He knew what
His mission was. He never lost sight of
His mission, no matter what was going

Church

to preach good news to the poor. He
sent me to bind up the brokenhearted,
to proclaim freedom for the captives
and release from darkness for the prisoners…to comfort those who mourn,
provide for those who grieve, exchange
beauty for ashes, gladness instead of
mourning, praise instead of despair”
(NIV). Jesus came to seek and save the
lost. He was passionate about His mission. The impact of His three years of
ministry will reign for all eternity.
Jesus said in John 14:12: “Very truly I
tell you, whoever believes in me will do
the works I have been doing, and they
will do even greater things than these,
because I am going to the Father”
(NIV).
So then, what are you deeply passionate about? It’s that thing that when you
get to talk about it, you begin to speak
faster and your voice goes up an octave!
You begin to get excited. Where is your
greatest impact? What are you best at?
The place where all these intersect, is
your personal sweet spot. God created

E ngagement
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W edding
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O bituary
T hankyou!
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H I L L C R E S T Community Church of God

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
Worship
11 a.m.
Senior Pastor,
Rev. Chadrick
Brown

TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI 49319 616-696-9333
Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

22 Mile Road

Service
10 am
Solon Time:
Center

www.scwchurch.org

Wesleyan Church
org
616-696-3229
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Worship: Sunday 10:45 am & 3rd Saturday 7 pm
Sunday School 9:30 am Nursery & Children’s Church during message
*Sunday 12:30 pm Youth *Tuesday Celebrate Recovery 6:30-8:30 pm
*Wednesday Kidzone 6-7:30 pm *Thursday Open Prayer 10:30 am & 7 pm

N. to Sand Lake

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
19 Mile Road

M-46

Algoma Ave.

Cedar Springs

US-131

S. to G.R.

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
Pastor Doug DiBell
SummerDoug
Worship
- 10AM
Pastor
DiBell
&
Senior
Pastor
Tom
Holloway
Pastor Tom
Holloway,
Music/Youth
June-August
Rd.
Mile
ust
N.
of
19
J
Cedar
Springs
Algoma
Ave.,
15671
616-696-3229
Sunday Worship 9:45 AM
Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM
A Warm and Welcoming Catholic Community
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

St. John Paul II Parish

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com
696-3560

3110 17 Mile Road | Cedar Springs, MI | 696-3904

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM
Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

west michigan

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm
Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh

church of Chris

FREE

616.550.6398

Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
Nursery & Children Ministry Provided
www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org

Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd.


West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike
Shiery
866-4298
Interim
Pastor: Bill Johnson

coumc.weebly.com
Sunday School 9:45

sunday Worship: 10 aM
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.


enhance
fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f
MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY











Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)
Phone: 696-9120
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Rockford Springs Community Church
Pastor David Vander Meer
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673

Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am

HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~
Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Church
Connection
is online @








UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Deeply missed by children, grandchildren,
great-grandchildren and great-great-grandchildren.





SAND LAKE

In loving memory of our beloved parents
Donald and Audrey White.
Dad passed away January 25, 2016.
Mother passed away February 2, 2013.

Correspondence
Course
AvAilAblE
Meeting at the corner of Park & Elm St., Cedar Springs
Sunday Worship: 11am
(616) 975-2778
Sunday Bible Class: 12:30pm
Wednesday Bible Study: 7pm westmichcofc10@yahoo.com

(Since 1946) Non-Denominational
pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm
Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta, MI 49345

Sunday WorShip
9:30am • 5:00pm

DONALD & AUDREY WHITE

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL

Pastor Craig S. Carter

www.rockfordsprings.org

everyone for a unique purpose. He has
created everyone with unique gifts and
talents. No one on earth is exactly like
you in every way. Even twins may look
alike but are not exactly alike in every
way.
When we serve in our sweet spot, our
service never feels like work. When
you operate in your sweet spot, it energizes you. What do you do that energizes you? What drains you? Knowing
what you’re not created for is just as
important. Operating outside of your
sweet spot for extended periods of
time will suck the life right out of you.
You will find peace and fulfillment in
your life when you seek and agree with
God’s plan and unique purpose for your
life. After all, He is the only One who
knows why He created you. Apart from
Him, it is impossible to discover our
purpose. Our mission in life is to fulfill
our purpose. Our value is not found in
the things of this world. In God’s eyes,
we are worth more than anything this
world has to offer.

www.cedarspringspost.com

Cedar Springs Christian Church
pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational
www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

SundayS:
10:30 a.M.

MondayS:
open prayer
7-8 pM

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180

*NOT affiliated with
Creative Technologies
Academy (CTA)

Cedar Springs
Methodist
Church
Cedar Springs
UnitedUnited
Methodist
Church

140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs

140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs
616-696-1140

www.cedarspringsumc.org
616-696-1140
• www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org

Bliss-Witters & Pike

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

Pastor Steve Lindeman
Steve
Lindeman
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 Pastor
a.m. • Coffee
Fellowship:
11:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship
Service:
10:15
 Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.
Supervised
Nursery
Care a.m.
Provided
Supervised
Nursery
Care
Provided
Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education

Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm

(Sept. - March)

Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410
Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant
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Judeth L. Hoskins

Mrs. Judeth L. Hoskins of Cedar
Springs, Michigan, age 72, passed away
unexpectedly in the comfort of her home
on the evening of Friday, January 20,
2017. Judeth is survived by her beloved
husband of forty-eight years, Thomas
Hoskins; loving children Shawn (Patti)
Hoskins, Jerome (Jean) Hoskins, Connie
(Hector) Padilla; eight grandchildren; three
great-grandchildren; brother Sam (Deann)
Watson; sister-in-law Shelby Watson; and
other beloved members of the Hoskins and
Watson families. She was preceded in death
by her parents, Erma and Joe Watson; and
brother Tim Watson. For over twenty years,
together, Judeth and Tom owned the Farm
Country Cheese House in Lakeview. Judeth
was an incredibly talented cheesemaker
and in her free time she enjoyed going
antiquing, quilting, making homemade
soap, and tending to her goats. She also
made doll clothes for the Forgotten Man
Ministries. Judeth really loved the simple
things in life, but the love she had for her
family was without measure. Judeth was
a loving and devoted wife, wonderful
mother, proud grandmother, dear sister,
and friend. She will be dearly missed and
fondly remembered by her family, friends,
and all those who knew her. The funeral
service for Judeth was celebrated by Rev.
Ken Harger at 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday,
January 25, 2017, at Pederson Funeral
Home. Those wishing to offer expressions
of sympathy are encouraged to make a
memorial contribution to Forgotten Man
Ministries, 3940 Fruit Ridge Avenue NW,
Grand Rapids, MI 49544.

Scott S. Smith

E ngagement
B irth
A nniversary
W edding
M emorial
O bituary
T hankyou!
A nnouncement

Scott S. Smith of Cedar Springs, MI,
age 47, passed away Friday, January 27,
2017. He was born to Stephen Smith and
Jill Smith-Tisdel on February 13, 1969
in Grand Rapids, MI. Scott was born the
eldest of 3 children in Sand Lake, Michigan.
He was a graduate of Englishville High
School in 1988. He loved hunting, fishing,
and being outdoors. Scott is survived by
both of his loving parents, Stephen Smith
and Jill Smith-Tisdel; by Heather Kieft,
the mother of his children; Jasmyn Smith
and Cheyenne Smith; his fiance of 10
years Jennifer Bedell; siblings Nancy Lee
Smith and Cindy Lee Smith; son Jeremiah
Augustus Smith; grandson Jaxon; and stepmom Helen Smith. Scott was preceded in
death by his grandparents, George & Ruth
Smith, and Roger & Elenor Gunneson;
step-dad David Tisdel. Those wishing to
make a memorial contributions to the care
and raising of his son, Jeremiah, can do so
by calling or texting Nancy Smith at 231250-5701. A memorial service was held on
Monday, January 30, 2017, at 7 pm at Camp
Lake Baptist Church 12150 N Division Ave,
Sparta, MI 49345.

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

PillPack manages all of
this for you. We sort and
deliver your meds at no
extra cost to you.

CONVENIENT
PACKAGING
Never sort your
medications

DELIVERED TO
YOUR DOOR
Never wait at the
pharmacy

AUTOMATIC
24/7 CUSTOMER
REFILLS
SUPPORT
Never chase your
Always get the
prescriptions
help you need

Switch to the only pharmacy
designed to fit your life:

You’ll only pay your
co-pays and shipping
is always free.

Happy Belated
Birthday to
mary Randall

a

S
fr

True faith and
courage are like
a kite — an
opposing wind
raised it higher.

But they that wait upon the
LORD shall renew their strength;
they shall mount up with wings
as eagles; they shall run, and not
be weary; and they shall walk,
and not faint.
Isaiah 40:31

Tired of sorting your pills?
Chasing doctors for refills?
Running to the pharmacy?
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800.870.8597

I live

alone
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but I’m never alone.
I have Life Alert.
®

One press of a button
sends help fast, 24/7,
even when you
can’t reach a phone.
Hope your birthday brought a big smile to
your face.
Once again, your co-workers forgot your
birthday, even though it’s written on the
calendar. This is now becoming a tradition.
It’s like you get two birthdays every year!
LOL.
We suck at remembering birthdays but we
try our best to make up for it. If you remind
us, maybe next year we’ll celebrate it on the
correct day.
Lois, Judy, Belinda, and Marybeth

AS SEEN ON

TV

For a FREE brochure call:

1-800-456-6861
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Voices / views

Set a goal, make a plan, and save
automatically: America Saves Week
By: Vonda VanTil, Social Security Public Affairs Specialist
Saving for the future is a
vital part of ensuring a secure retirement. American
Savings Education Council
and America Saves coordinate the annual America Saves Week. Started in
2007, the week is an annual
opportunity for organizations to promote good savings behavior and a chance
for individuals to assess
their own saving status.
For years, Social Security has collaborated with
America Saves Week to
promote our shared mission of helping millions of
people save for their future.
This year, America Saves
Week begins on February
27, but people like you are
striving to save every day.
Visit www.myRA.gov if
you do not have retirement
savings as part of your job.
myRA is a retirement savings account from the De-

partment of the Treasury
designed to help you put
aside money for your retirement. You can invest in the
fund according to your budget, putting you in control
of your financial prospects.
Social Security’s “People Like Me” website has
tailor-made information for
preparing for your future.
Our richly diverse country is made up of countless
backgrounds, ethnicities,

and nationalities, yet we all
want the same thing — a
secure future. You can see
many of the diverse people
we serve at www.socialsecurity.gov/people.
Younger people need to
know, the earlier you start
saving, the more your money can grow. Our website
for young workers at www.
socialsecurity.gov/people/
youngpeople/saving.html
has many resources that can

help you secure today and
tomorrow.
Veterans and wounded
warriors, as well as their
families, sometimes face
unique obstacles when saving for their future. Our
website has life-changing
information at www.socialsecurity.gov/people/veterans.
After more than 80 years
of success, we know that
Social Security will always
be there for you. Securing
your today and tomorrow
will always be our priority.
Vonda VanTil is the Public Affairs Specialist for
West Michigan. You can
write her c/o Social Security Administration, 3045
Knapp NE, Grand Rapids
MI 49525 or via email at
vonda.vantil@ssa.gov
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Arts &
entertainment
is online @
www.cedarspringspost.com
at home or away...
we’re just a “click” away

JOKE
o Week
f the

Gratitude

A post office employee had the job of processing all
the mail that had illegible addresses. One day a letter
came through his hands addressed in shaky handwriting
to God, with no actual address. He thought he should
open it to see what it was about.
The letter read:
“Dear God,
I am an 87-year-old widow living on a very small pension. Yesterday someone stole my purse. It had $100 in
it, which was all the money I had until my next pension
check. I invited two friends over for Christmas dinner
next week. Without that money, I have nothing to buy
food with. I have no family to turn to and you are my
only hope. Can you please help me?
Sincerely, Edna”
The postal worker was touched. He showed the letter
to the other workers. Each dug into his or her wallet and
came up with a few dollars. By the time he made the
rounds, he had collected $96. They put the money into
an envelope and sent it to the woman. All the rest of the
day the workers felt a warm glow, thinking of Edna and
the dinner she’d be able to share with her friends.
Christmas came and went. A few days later, another
letter arrived at the post office from the same old lady,
addressed to God. All the workers gathered around
while the letter was opened. It read:
“Dear God,
How can I ever thank you enough for what you did
for me? Because of your gift of love, I was able to fix
a glorious dinner for my friends. We had a very nice
day and I told them of your wonderful gift. By the way,
there was $4 missing. I think it was those guys at the
post office.”

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

classic kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

Connect with community

Support YOUR
local Newspaper

P ST

Advertise in

The
5,000

pies
Printed Co
per week!

Call a Sales Rep
Today!

616.696.3655
Shop LOCAL • Shop The Post

United States Navy
Band to appear in
Muskegon
Saturday March 18, Frauenthal Theater

The United States Navy Band from Washington, D.C.,
will present a free concert hosted by Muskegon Community Concerts at the historic Frauenthal theater in Muskegon
on Saturday, March 18, at 7 p.m.
Under the baton of Captain Kenneth C. Collins, the band
will present a variety of popular and classical favorites.
This special performance by the Navy’s premier musical
organization is part of the Navy Band’s national tour. The
band performs frequently at the White House and the U.S.
Capital Building and has participated in 24 presidential inaugurals.
Members of several local high school bands will join the
Navy Band on stage to perform John Philip Sousa’s “Washington Post March.”
The concert is free, but tickets are required. Tickets are
available starting on Monday February 13 at the Frauenthal Center box office in downtown Muskegon, 425 West
Western Avenue,
For more information, call 231.727.8001.
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Comes to SMG-managed DeVos Performance Hall May 21

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows.
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name
and phone number for any questions we may have.

God’s Kitchen in Cedar Springs

Feb. 7,14,21,28: Join us for dinner every Tuesday. God’s
Kitchen – Cedar Springs welcomes families from Northern
Kent County and the surrounding area to a Tuesday Evening
Meal. No charge – no registration required! Served from
5:30 – 6:30 pm at the St. John Paul II Parish, 3110 – 17 Mile
Rd., Cedar Springs. For more information, call the Church
office at 616-696-3904. #5

Help Promote Literacy

Feb. 8,13,24,: The need is urgent at this time! The Literacy
Center of West Michigan has scheduled information sessions
for prospective volunteer tutors. These sessions last one hour.
It allows persons interested in becoming volunteer tutors to
find out more about the Literacy Center and its programs. At
the end of the session there will be a chance to sign up for
tutor training. Sessions are Wednesday, February 8th, at 10
am, Monday, February 13th, at 6 pm, and Friday, February
24th at 2 pm. By training people to be tutors, the Center can
offer one-on-one reading help to adults asking for assistance
in reading or English as a Second Language (ESL). You do
not need to speak another language to tutor ESL. The Literacy
Center of West Michigan is located at 1120 Monroe Ave.,
NW, Suite 240, Grand Rapids. Please call 616-459-5151 (ext.
10) or email us at info@literacycenterwm.org to register. #5

Heart to Heart Craft Party

Feb. 11,14: Roses are red, violets are blue, join our Valentine
event, just for you! Celebrate Valentine’s Day with snacks
and crafts. For children and families. Saturday, February 11th
at 11 am to 12:30 pm and Tuesday, February 14, 6:30 pm
at Spencer Township KDL, 14960 Meddler Ave. Gowen.
Tuesday, February 14, 10:30 am, at Nelson Township/Sand
Lake KDL, 88 Eighth St., Sand Lake. #5

Cedar Springs Community Players
Auditions

Feb. 13,14: Auditions announced for upcoming CSCP
production “Zombies, Werewolves and Aliens – Oh my!”
It’s not Halloween, but the Cedar Springs Community
Players are looking for actors who are ready to put their best
monster foot forward and audition for their upcoming SciFi/Fantasy one-act comedies. Needed are actors aged 15-60+
to portray zombies, cowboys, werewolves and aliens, along
with some southern-fried, red-neck country folk. Auditions
will be held at the Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
on Monday, February 13th and Tuesday, February 14th
from 6:30 to 8 pm each night. Production dates are March
24-26 at the Kent Theatre. Please check out our website
cedarspringscommunityplayers.org for all the information!
#4,5p

PBS
KIDS
Show comes alive
on stage in Grand
Rapids! Tickets on
sale February 17 at
10 AM
Grand Rapids—
The wildly popular PBS KIDS®
television show,
WILD KRATTS,
is coming to the
live stage. Wild
Kratts LIVE! will
be at DeVos Performance Hall on
May 21, 2017 at
1:00 PM.
Tickets go on
sale Friday, February 17, 2017 at 10:00 AM and can be
purchased online at Ticketmaster.com, 800-745-3000 (24hr ticketing line), and at the DeVos Place® & Van Andel
Arena® box offices. Ticket prices are $25, $35, $45, $55
and $100 (VIP). Prices are subject to change.
Animated Kratt Brothers Martin and Chris “come to real
life” in a classically Wild Kratts story. Off “To the Crea-

ture Rescue!” the
Emmy nominated Kratt Brothers
activate some fan
favorite Creature
Power Suits to
confront a comic
villain. Through
hilarious pratfalls
and amazing animal “wow facts,”
the Wild Kratts
team rescues their
favorite
invention from Zach’s
clutches so the animals of the creature world are safe
once again.
Wild Kratts LIVE! is created for the stage by the imaginative minds of Martin Kratt and Chris Kratt from Zoboomafoo, Kratt’s Creatures, and Be the Creature. The
Kratt Brothers’ national tours draw tens of thousands of
creature-crazy kids and their families, and the not-for-profit
Kratt Brothers Creature Hero Society, together with kids,
Wild Kratts - continues on page 11

Velzy Park fundraiser Women’s Club
Grab
your
sweetie!
Mark
your calendars!
The Velzy Park
Committee
is
hosting their second annual (fall
in love with Velzy
Park) Valentine
Spaghetti
Dinner on Saturday,
February 11 at
Solon Township
Hall. All proceeds
go towards the construction of the new park behind the
Township office. The dinner includes a dessert auction as
well as musical entertainment performed by our very own
Courtney King! Tickets can be purchased in advance at
the Township office (15185 Algoma Ave, Cedar Springs)
Monday through Wednesday or at the door. Park committee
members will be selling tickets as well. Ticket prices are
$10.00 each or two for $18.00. Doors open at 5:30 p.m. and
dinner begins at 6:00 p.m.
with the popular dessert auction following. There will
be a 50/50 raffle as well. Join
your neighbors and shake
off the winter blues while
helping to make this much
needed park a reality! For
more information, call 616696-1718 or check out the
Park’s facebook page (Solon
Township’s Velzy Park).

scholarship applications available

Every year the Cedar Springs Women’s Club awards a $1000
scholarship to a female of any age, who resides in the Cedar
Springs Public School District. The recipient may be considering
any type of skill training or degree program. The scholarship is
awarded based on a competitive process, which considers personal or academic achievement, as well as family, school and
community activities. All awards are made without regard to
race, creed, color, religion, or national origin.
The Cedar Springs Women’s Club Scholarship Applications
are now available at Cedar Springs High School, Creative Technologies Academy, New Beginnings Alternative High School,
and the Cedar Springs Public Library.
Applicants must mail five copies of the completed application
to the Cedar Springs Women’s Club and must be postmarked by
March 15, 2017. For further information, call Sue at 616-6960456.

CONTRACTS

COMMITMENTS

The Ultimate Bundle

TV+Internet+Voice

now Showing

from

DIGITAL Movies at the

Kent theatre

FeBRUARY
3•4•5

showtimes:

Fri: 6:00PM • 9:00PM
sat: 3:00PM • 6:00PM • 9:00PM
sun: 3:00PM • 6:00PM

The Cedar Springs
Post Newspaper

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com

$

3.00

616-696-SHOW
7469

coming soon:

Newspaper

FeB.
17-19

4,176 Likes

Visit us at
www.facebook.com

ONLY

FeB. 10-12
*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

not available in
all areas
varies by location ,
.

þ
þ
þ
þ
þ

Fast Internet starting at 60Mbps
125+ TV Channels
FREE DVR
Unlimited Nationwide Calling
RISK FREE 30 Day Money Back Guarantee**

Call Today & Pay Less!

800-781-0564

Services not available in all areas. Offer is based on qualification and subject to change without notice. Valid to qualified residential customers who have
not subscribed to any services within the previous 30 days and have no outstanding obligation to Spectrum. *Bundle price for TV Select, Internet and
Voice is $89.97/mo. year 1; standard rates apply after year 1. Free DVR service is for 1 DVR is for year 1; standard rates apply after year 1; install, other
equipment , taxes, fees and surcharges extra; additional services are extra. DVR receiver required for DVR service is extra. **Restrictions apply. For
contract buyout qualifications, go to spectrum.com/buyout. For 30 Day Money Back Guarantee go to spectrum.com/guarantee.

The Cedar Springs Post
Page 8		

Athlete signs
with Davenport
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Cedar Springs cheer wins
conference meet

Cedar Springs Varsity Cheer team takes first place at the
second OK White Conference meet.

Congratulations to Hannah Cederquist on committing to
cheer next year at Davenport University. Hannah is pictured signing her letter of intent with Cedar Springs Cheer
coach Anne Olszewski.

SportS

is available online @
www.cedarspringspost.com
at home or away...
we’re just a “click” away

Looks
Like
Weather
Winter
isthe
HERE!
Predictions
Don’t
be left infor
thethe
cold...
Winter
are
SEVERE!
Get your furnace
Don’t
Wait GetNOW!
Your
checked
Furnace
Checked
We Service Mobile
Home and OilNow!
Furnaces!

Furnace Service &
Check Up Special

When you
mention
this ad.

On Wednesday, January 25, Cedar Springs
High School hosted the
second OK White Conference meet of the season.
Since Cedar Springs JV is
the only JV team in the OK
White Conference, they
have one goal set for each
conference meet—to beat
their own high score. On
Wednesday they did just
that. At the end of round
1, Cedar Springs JV received a score 193.7; round
2 brought them a score of
165.8 and a subtotal score
of 359.5; at the completion
of round 3 they earned an
additional 260.4 and a total
score of 619.9, their highest scores of the season.
There are four teams
competing at the Varsity level for OK White
Conference
Champs.
After round 1, Cedar
Springs Varsity took the
lead with a score of 226.7
and less than a one-point
lead. Round 2 gained an ad-

ditional 222.3, a
subtotal score of
449 and almost
a 14-point lead.
At the completion of round 3
they earned a
score of 303 and
a final score of
752, securing
their first place
finish with a
20-point lead.
Saturday, January 28, the
JV and Varsity
teams traveled
to East Kentwood
High
School
for Cedar Springs JV Cheer team earned their highest score of the season.
them a final score of 572.38 them an additional 288.2
the LMCCOA
Scholarship
Invitational. and a fifth place finish. points, a total score of 734.54
Nine
teams
compet- Thirteen teams compet- and a fourth place finish.
ed at the JV level. ed in the D2 Varsity di- On Saturday, February 4,
In round 1 they earned a vision. Round 1 earned Cedar Springs JV and Varscore of 169.5. In round 2, Cedar Springs a score of sity will travel to Southgate
they gained an addition- 224.7. They gained an ad- on the east side of the state
al 156.98, bringing their ditional 221.64 in round 2, to compete at the Southgate
subtotal to 326.48. They bringing them a subtotal Anderson Invitational.  
gained an additional 245.9 score of 446.34. The compoints in round 3, giving pletion of round 3 gained

Only $69*

Includes a 15 point Safety Check-Up.

Hurry! Limited time offer!

*Good on all furnace brands. Price on oil furnaces may be slightly higher.

All About

RV
CSP

Financing Available

616-824-6029
Fully
Heating & Cooling LLC Licensed
&

12505 Northland Dr.
Insured
Owner: Greg Gillmer
Expert in all makes & models • Gas, Oil & Geothermal
Residential • Commercial • Service • Free Estimates • Plumbing Service • Sewer & Drain Cleaning

24 Hour service on all Makes & Models

We install ALL
MAytAg Equipment!

Sunday, February 12th @ 7 PM
Solon Center Wesleyan Church
The Cedar Springs
Post Newspaper
Newspaper
It’s Free and childcare is provided!

To rSVP and for more on Fight Night go to www.scwchurch.com
The church is located at 15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs.

4,176 Likes

Visit us at
www.facebook.com
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Two
Red
Hawk
wrestlers
reach
150
wins
Team defends championship dual title
By Barbra Chong

The Cedar Springs Varsity wrestling team had a
great week last week with
wins at the Mona Shores
quad and the Shelby Super
Duals, and two Red Hawks
each getting their 150th career win.
The team traveled to
Mona Shores on Wednesday, January 25, for a quad
meet. The Red Hawks had
a successful night and
claimed victories against
both Grand Rapids Catholic Central, 65-9 and Grand
Rapids Union, 78-6. 189
lb Ryan Ringler, Heavy
Weight Patrick Depiazza,
112 lb Nathan Male, 119
lb Logan Hull, 125/130 lb
Aaron Smith, 125/130 lb
Patrick Fliearman, 135 lb
Jordan Andrus, 140 lb Jordan Ringler, 145 lb Jacob
Galinis, 152 lb Lucus Pienton and 160 Zak Schmid all
won both of their matches.
171 lb Xavier Anderson,
171 lb Nate Patin and 215

Chris Shaffer each won a
match. Junior Varsity 125
lb Kaedrian Dines and 135
lb Anthony Brew each won
both of their matches. 160
lb Corey Dymerski and 189
lb Caleb Baty each won a
match.
On Saturday, January, 28,
the Red Hawks traveled to
Shelby for their Super Duals
Meet with 12 area schools
entered to compete. It was a
successful day for the team.
The day started off with a
win against Ravenna, 566. The winning streak continued against Muskegon
Catholic, 71-6. Fremont
called out the Red Hawks
during the Coaches seeding meeting. They felt they
could match up pretty evenly with our team and the
boys accepted the challenge
and delivered a win, 50-21.
Semi Finals brought us up
against Shelby and concluded with another win,
56-12. Cedar Springs and
Hart met against each other
for the Championship Dual

and the Red Hawks defended their Championship title for the second
year in a row, final score,
45-21. Hart finished in
2nd Place and Shelby
finished in 3rd Place. Individual placements are
as follows: 125 lb Aaron
Smith, 145/152 lb Lucus
Pienton, 171/189 lb Ryan
Ringler, 171/189 lb Nate
Patin and Heavy Weight
Patrick Depiazza all went
undefeated with records
of 5-0 for the day. 112 lb
Nathan Male, 119 lb Logan Hull, 130 lb Jordan
Andrus and 135 lb Jordan Ringler all claimed
4 wins each. 140/145 lb
Jacob Galinis claimed 3 Senior Patrick Depiazza, Coach Nick Emery and Senior Jordan Ringler after the two wrestlers reached 150
wins. 215 lb Chris Shaf- wins. Photo by Jane Ringler.
fer claimed 2 wins. 140 lb
the Championship dual, dan are ranked in the top all the divisions listed in the
Anthony Brew and 160 lb two CS seniors, Patrick De- five of Cedar Springs Wres- State of Michigan. Ryan is
Xavier Anderson claimed a piazza and Jordan Ringler tling history. Senior Pat- the only Sophomore listed
win. There were also exhi- claimed their 150 Varsity rick Depiazza is currently in this category full of Sebition matches to gain more Career win. This is a ma- ranked #4 and Sophomore niors. Congratulations to
mat time. Patrick Fliearman jor accomplishment for any Ryan Ringler are currently these hard working student
claimed 2 wins, Anthony wrestler; it shows the level ranked #5 in the Power 15 athletes.
Brew and David Erxleben of skill and dedication to State Ranking. The Power
also claimed a win. During the sport. Patrick and Jor- 15 is the best of the best of

CS Youth wrestling results
MYWAY tournament
By Jacquie Troupe

Nineteen
CS
Youth
wrestlers
and their families
joined 419 other
grapplers at Grand
Haven High School
Sunday, January
29, for the weekly
MYWAY West Region tournament,
with 16 placing in
the top four of their
weight class.
“Sunday’s results
are a testament to
how hard these
kids are working
in practice. A special shout out to
Chasyn Winchel & David
DeWeese, taking 1st place
in their weight classes for
the very first time! Congratulations boys!” said Coach
Bryan Goike.
The team had 16 pins and
tech falls in a total time of
21:45; 188 match points for
the day; and tied for 10th
place over all with Mona
Shores. They finished the
day with 27W-30L.
Jonathan Libera had the
fastest pin in :12, Bryson
Streeter
:23,
Chasyn
Winchel :23/ :47, David
DeWeese :29, Blake Falan
:36/ :44, Carter Falan :55,
Andrew VanGessel 1:20,   
Trevor Marsman had the
most match points for the
team with 34. Carter Falan
had 22. Jonathan Libera had
20. Andrew VanGessel had
17. Hudson Crystal had 16.
Ben Brunner had 15. Blake
Falan had 13. Benjamin

WMP results from
Grand Haven, Ithaca
and South Dakota
By Barbra Chong

Photo by J. Troupe

Streeter had 10.
In the 2010-2012 Open
division, 49lb class Bryson
Streeter 4th place after 4
matches. In the 52lb class
Tucker Crystal placed 1st
after 2 matches. In the
55lb class Chasyn Winchel
placed 1st after 2 matches.
In the 55lb class Jayden
Mull placed 3rd after 2
matches. In the 58lb class
Ben Streeter placed 4th after 3 matches.
In the 2008-2009 Open
division, 64lb class Blake
Falan placed 3rd after 4
matches. In the 72lb class
Jonathan Libera placed 2nd
after 4 matches.
In the 2006-2007 Novice
division, 110lb class Dakota Winchel placed 1st after 2
matches. In the 150lb class
David DeWeese placed 1st
after 2 matches. In the Open
division, 80lb class Hudson
Crystal placed 3rd after 4

matches. In the 150lb class
Wyatt Cooper placed 2nd
after 2 matches.
In the 2004-2005 Novice
division, 100lb class Ben
Brunner placed 2nd after 2
matches.
In the Open division,
105lb class Carter Falan
placed 1st after 4 matches.
In the 2002-2003 Open
division, 85lb class Trevor
Marsman placed 1st after 3
matches. In the 100lb class
Andrew VanGessel placed
2nd after 4 matches.

1565 Dagget Road
Pierson

West
Michigan
Pursuit had a busy
weekend of wrestling traveling to
Grand Haven, Ithaca and South Dakota. 62 lb Drew Moro
entered the Buffalo
Nationals–Midwest Tour in South
Dakota. He battled
into the Championship and lost by 2 WMP wrestler Aaiden Vasquez who bumped up a weight class in order to have
points, finishing in some mat time. Photo by B. Chong.
2nd Place.
top four. 80 lb Blake Ham- 55/59 lb Josh Vasquez, 9/10
WMP had 5 grapplers enter the MYWAY mer, 11/12 age group; 55/59 age group; 49 lb Blake
Greights North tournament lb Mason Hendrick, 9/10 Werkema, 4/6 age group
in Ithaca and 3 finished in age group and 80 lb Isaiah and 158 lb Maston Wood,
the top four. 80 lb Blake Smith, 9/10 age group fin- 11/12 age group all claimed
Peasley, 9/10 age group ished 4th Place. 52/55 lb Championship titles.
“Often the focus is put on
finished 4th place due to Kaleb Pautke, 7/8 age group
and
75
lb
Isaiah
Sostenes,
whether
you win or lose; I
an injury default. 155 lb
9/10
age
group
finished
3rdbelieve
that
it is everything
Aidan Dowdell, 13/15 age
Place.
61
lb
Selina
Stalker,
leading
up
to that point.
group finished 2nd Place.
4/6
age
group
and
52/55
lb
How
you
conduct
yourself
59 lb Landon Foss, 9/10 age
Aaiden
Vasquez,
7/8
age
is
just
as
important,
that
group claimed the Champigroup
finished
2nd
Place.
response
is
what
makes
onship title.
WMP had 14 grapplers 64 lb Quinten Cassiday, 7/8 a Champion,” said Head
enter the Grand Haven tour- age group; 67 lb Chayson Coach, Dave Andrus.
nament and placed 12 in the Eberspeaker, 7/8 age group;

Robinson

616-636-5565
887-2060

Septic cleaning, llc

w w w.robinsonseptic.net

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals
Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City
and surrounding areas since 1979

•
•
•
•
•

Repairs
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Maintaining wilderness for future
generations is essential

Ranger Steve (Mueller), Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary
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NATIONAL BIRD FEEDING MONTH

Bring in the birds
for winter beauty
and entertainment
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By Melinda Myers

SEMINARS

SCHEDULE

Brighten your winter days by inviting birds into your
landscape. Their beauty and motion help enliven the garden
and lighten your spirit. Not only do they provide entertainment, but also an opportunity for all ages to stay involved
with nature year-round.
Increase the number of visitors to your yard by including
all the essentials these winged visitors need; food, shelter
and water.
Plants are the easiest way to bring birds into your landscape. These natural feeders provide seasonal food and
shelter for the birds. Take a walk through your yard and
look for trees, shrubs and perennials that provide food and
evergreens that provide year-round shelter. Plan on adding
a few of their favorites that provide food and shelter and
seasonal beauty you can enjoy.
In the meantime, add a few feeders.This is a great way
to increase the number and diversity of birds visiting your
garden.
Place feeders in a quiet, sheltered location where you
can easily watch these visitors come and go. Avoid placpresented in cooperation with
ing feeders too close to plants that provide easy places for
squirrels to jump onto the feeders and cats to hide while
hunting for a meal.
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DNR to answer
questions about
CWD
in
Mecosta
Short-eared Owls
County
Ranger Steve’s
Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Three friends and I visited eight Short-eared owls at
meal time. The owls are smaller than Great Horned Owls
and come south to our region in winter. There was a large
grassland where they fed near Muskegon, south of M-46
near Swanson Road. A few years ago, building construction
eliminated habitat and the owls.
We recently found a place where they are wintering on
private land. When observing the owls, posted signs on private property stated “conservation easement.” You might
wonder how to establish a conservation easement that will
protect your land for your use and for future generations.
On February 9, the Kent Conservation District is hosting
a dinner and 45-minute program at no cost to you titled
“What is the District doing for You and Kent County’s Natural Resources?”
The presentation will bring attention to the resources
available to Kent County residents such as the NRCS administered Farm Bill that offers easement programs to eligible landowners to conserve working agricultural lands,
wetlands, grasslands and forestlands. The Forestry Assistance Program and the Conservation Technical Assistance
Initiative, Michigan’s Agriculture Environmental Assurance Program and invasive species strike team services
are a few of the programs that will be covered during the
presentation.
Please attend on February 9 for a 5:30 p.m. dinner with a
6 p.m. program at the Grand Rapids Township Hall, 1836
E Beltline Ave NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49525. The Kent
Conservation District Showcase is free to Kent County
residents. RSVP to Facebook (https://www.facebook.com/
events/153931478427517/).
Back to the owls. My mother once told me that when habitat is destroyed, like occurred with building construction
at the Muskegon site, the animals need to move someplace
new. Unfortunately, there are not adequate places remaining
for relocation. According to the North American Breeding
Bird Survey, the Short-eared Owls’ population has declined
by 80 percent between 1966 and 2013. Similar declines are
occurring for many species as habitat is destroyed to accommodate a growing human population.
Conservation easements can help species survive by
curbing habitat loss from agriculture, livestock grazing,
recreation, and development that are major causes for species declines. Information from the Cornell Lab of Ornithology states the “owls require large uninterrupted tracts
of open grasslands, and they appear to be particularly sensitive to habitat loss and fragmentation.” Habitat restoration
programs, such as the Conservation and Wetland Reserve
Programs, have shown some success in restoring suitable
habitat for Short-eared Owls.
Local farmers and landowners have entered land into the
Conservation and Wetland Reserve Programs that are beneficial for our natural heritage and the owner. Such programs
not only aid owl survival but help reduce flooding in downstream areas. The conservation programs have significant
economic benefits for the community. There is an economic
cost that pays for itself in benefits by preventing flood damage losses, soil erosion fertility loss, pollution damage to
streams, and it slows loss of wildlife.
The conservation programs can provide hunting easements on private land. The landowner receives financial rewards from the government and community members have
access to land. It is considered a win/win for land owners,
community members, and declining populations of plants
and animals that can now survive. The new Federal administration does not recognize the value of an economic, social, and environmental bottom line. The focus is only on a
short-term economic bottom line. Efforts are underway to
eliminate many conservation programs that include social
and environmental benefits that serve the triple bottom line.
Elimination of conservation programs is not good for the
owls that have suffered an 80 percent decline. Elimination
is not good for the public at large for flood control, or future generations. Attend the presentation to learn “What
the Kent Conservation District is doing for You and Kent
County’s Natural Resources?”
Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

Feb. 22 town hall meeting in Morley
The Michigan departments of Natural Resources (DNR)
and Agriculture and Rural Development (MDARD) recently announced the finding of chronic wasting disease (CWD)
in a Mecosta County deer farm facility.
There are two upcoming opportunities for interested
landowners, hunters and deer farmers to get the latest information and ask questions about this finding:
For
deer
farmers
–
Wednesday,
Feb.
1
MDARD will hold a meeting at 7 p.m. at the Big Rapids
Holiday Inn, 1005 Perry Ave., Big Rapids.
For hunters and area landowners – Wednesday, Feb. 22
The DNR will host a town hall meeting from 6 to 8 p.m.
at the Morley Stanwood High School Cafetorium, 4700
Northland Drive, Morley.
At the Feb. 22 meeting, local DNR wildlife biologist Pete
Kailing, DNR deer management specialist Chad Stewart
and DNR wildlife veterinarian Kelly Straka will present
information on CWD, its effects on deer and deer populations, and the DNR’s CWD response to date. Following
presentations, the panel will welcome questions.
“I have been getting many calls from hunters from the
area, who want to understand our next steps,” said Stewart.
“We scheduled our meeting a few weeks out in order to
be able to share the most complete information available.
When battling a disease like CWD, it is critical that local
hunters and landowners are on board to help with the fight.
We are thankful for the great cooperation we have received
so far.”
CWD affects members of the deer family, including elk
and moose. It is caused by the transmission of infectious,
self-multiplying proteins (prions) contained in saliva and
other body fluids of infected animals.
To date, there is no evidence the disease presents any
risk to non-cervids including humans, either through contact with an infected animal or from handling venison. As a
precaution, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
and the World Health Organization recommend infected
animals not be consumed as food by either humans or domestic animals.
To learn more about CWD, visit www.michigan.gov/cwd.

Birds
...continued from page 10

of cranberries for added food and color.
And once the holidays are over move a discarded holiday
tree into your bird feeding station. It provides shelter from
cold winter winds and makes another place to hang a few
edible ornaments.
Keep the birds coming by adding a birdbath for a constant
supply of water for drinking and bathing. Shallow birdbaths
with sloping sides and a maximum depth of two inches in
the center provide easy access for all birds. Keep the water
flowing despite cold temperatures with the help of an immersion heater designed for birdbaths or purchase a birdbath with a built-in thermostatically controlled heater.
And once you create a bird-friendly environment you’ll
be enjoying them year-round. Listen for their songs, watch
them raise their young and thank them for helping keep garden pests under control.
Melinda Myers has more than 30 years of horticulture experience and has written over 20 gardening books, including Small Space Gardening. She hosts The Great Courses
“How to Grow Anything: Food Gardening For Everyone”
DVD set and the nationally syndicated Melinda’s Garden
Moment TV & radio segments. Myers is a columnist and
contributing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine. Myers’
web site is http://www.melindamyers.com/www.melindamyers.com.

Outdoors

is online at
www.cedar springspost.com
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...continued from front page

provement in state assessment scores in just 2 years; many
advancements in operations and business for effective and
efficient practices.”
Newly appointed Board President, Matthew Shoffner,
would like to see continued forward progress in the District and said, “Dr. VanDuyn came to CSPS with immense
background and knowledge in educational leadership,
along with a variety of experiences, which have begun
to strengthen and temper us. I am committed to working
alongside Dr. VanDuyn to continue to improve our great
district. As we move ahead Dr. VanDuyn will gather survey
data from all stakeholders to inform her and the Board of
Education of the direction we all want to see for our CSPS.
We look forward to using that data to continue our growth.”
Per standard practice, the Board also reviewed the Superintendent’s contract at the same time as they did the evaluation. A special board meeting was called for December
15, 2016 for the Board to discuss and vote in open session on the contract. The Board moved to make revisions
to the contract that included firming up or adding language
to meet the legal requirements, such as the definition/components of Michigan Revised School Code 1249b. One of
the components under 1249b says that if the Superintendent
has been rated highly effective for three years in a row, the
evaluation shall be biennial, as long as the performance remains highly effective.
Additionally, the superintendent was granted three additional vacation days (to make it 28) and two additional sick
leave days (to make it 12). “The superintendent contract
was extended another year through 2020 as a result of her
performance and commitment to our CSPS,” it said in the
release.
According to the contract, Dr. VanDuyn’s salary is
$152,796 for the 2016-17 year, $155,852 for 2017-18;
$158,969.04 for 2018-19; and $162,168.42 for 2019-20. If
the Superintendent’s contract is automatically extended for
a year through 2020-21 as a result of being highly effective,
her salary would be $165,411.78 for that year.

Wild Kratts
...continued from page 7

has successfully protected critical wildlife habitats through
the creation of nature reserves.
In its sixth season, Wild Kratts was created and developed by real life brothers and zoologists Martin and Chris
Kratt (both nominated for Daytime Emmy Awards for Outstanding Writing For A Children’s Series). Wild Kratts features the brothers on incredible expeditions to meet wild
creatures from the far corners of the earth, diving into the
habitats of these unusual animals with the use of futuristic
technology and Creature Power Suits that allow the brothers to take their funny and exciting adventures to where
they’ve never gone before. Wild Kratts has received numerous awards since its inception in 2011 including Parents’
Choice, Kidscreen, Aurora, and 2 Emmy nominations. The
series is a co-production of the Kratt Brothers Company
and 9 Story Entertainment.
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Victim
...continued from front page

full of life, and had a fierce entrepreneurial spirit.”
Jonathan had been in jail for six days, on charges of ordering food and not paying for it, and not identifying himself
to a police officer. Records at 61st District Court show his
appearances before the judge were canceled several times
due to being uncooperative. He finally was sentenced to the
six days time served and released on Tuesday, January 24.
Sper was reportedly dropped off in a manic state at his
brother’s home in the 4000 block of Summit Ct, in Algoma
Township, about 5 p.m. According to the statement, this
is what happened next: “His brother did his best to confine Jonathan and to deescalate the situation with the intent of peacefully removing him from the property. After
two hours, and a brief physical altercation, it was obvious
that the brother needed assistance from law enforcement, at
which point he called 911. The 911 operator was informed
of Jonathan’s manic state. When the police arrived, the two
brothers were already separated. The officers were again
informed of Jonathan’s manic state from his brother. Jonathan was in the garage when the two officers arrived. Upon
approaching Jonathan, the officers issued orders that were
not followed. A struggle between the officers and Jonathan
ensued which ended in Jonathan’s death.”
The Wyoming Police Department is investigating the

shooting. It is standard procedure to call in another police
department when an officer is involved in a shooting death.
They have not released the name of the officer who fired
the shots.
The Spers also asked for people to remember the officers
involved. “In addition to the thoughts and prayers going out
to our family, please keep in mind the officers who were
involved in this tragic event. While serving our community and risking their lives every day, members of law enforcement must confront mental illness in its worst form.
Although there are already tremendous efforts in this community to provide resources for the mentally ill, the Office
of the Sheriff and the Sper family have a desire to advocate
for continued improvement in how mentally ill people are
handled by the criminal justice system and by community
mental health providers so that this tragedy is not repeated.
Through this advocacy, we hope to achieve a safer community for everyone, with a safety net for those living with
mental illness, enabling them to live their lives in peace.”
The family held a memorial service at Ada Bible Church
on Knapp St., Saturday, January 28. The family asked that
donations be made to NAMI, the National Alliance on
Mental Illness, so they can continue to support hundreds
of thousands of families, advocate for better resources and
tools for mental health providers, and lead awareness activities and events to encourage understanding and prevent
situations like this from occurring in the future. A memorial
fundraiser has been created for Jonathan Sper and can be
found on NAMI’s website http://ifundraise.nami.org/campaign/sper.
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Honored
...continued from page 3

tions Division, a nearly
25-year veteran of the
department, has been
named Civilian of the
Year. McEachern is currently a departmental supervisor at the Negaunee
Regional Communication Center.
The MSP Civilian of
the Year Award is named
in honor of the late Floyd
Brian McEachern
R. Bell Jr., a 42-year employee of the MSP, who continuously demonstrated commitment and dedication to the department and his community.
“Mr. McEachern is a true leader and an asset to both our
department and his community,” said Etue. “His undying
dedication and caring spirit for all he is involved in makes
him an obvious choice for the Civilian of the Year Award.”
McEachern’s management style can be seen in the peerled quality assurance team he developed. His approach
has allowed for many improvements and boosted morale
among co-workers.
Mentoring holds a special place in his heart because
McEachern understands that successful leaders are developed. He enjoys showing co-workers not only how to complete the job, but to be proud doing it.
Outside of work, McEachern leads a youth development
program and is deeply committed to his diocese, where he
is training to become a permanent deacon. He organized
what has become an annual community event to feed several hundred people in need, provides school supplies for
children and spends time with the Shriners to get children
where they need to go for vital medical treatment.
McEachern started with the department in 1992. He attended an accelerated college program earning a bachelor’s
degree from Kaplan University within one year and with
the highest distinction—Summa Cum Laude.
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Tax Time

Six common tax filing mistakes to avoid Home heating credits
now being processed

(BPT) - It’s probably safe to say handing cash to Uncle
Sam does not top the list of your favorite things. When it
comes to filing taxes, making a small mistake can mean
paying more taxes than you need to or forking over cash
to cover penalties.
Fortunately, there’s an easy way to make sure your
tax return is mistake-free: just take a little extra time to
double check your work. Here’s a closer look at the six
most common tax-filing errors and tips to help you avoid
making them.
1. Mistake: Not reporting all income. Reporting
your income is easy if your employer sends you a wage
statement (called Form W-2) documenting what you
made throughout the year. But what about the money
you earned from any freelance work? Unfortunately,
many people forget to report extra income from side jobs
such as photography shoots, design projects and Etsy shops.
How to avoid the error: Depending on how much you earned,
you may receive an “information return” called Form 1099 from
the institution that paid you. There are numerous 1099 forms that
report different types of income earned during the year, but in
some cases you may not receive the document. For example, if
you earn less than $600 as a freelance writer, the institution is not
required to send you Form 1099-MISC. However, you still need
to include the amount earned in your total annual income so it’s
important to keep your own records of each transaction.
“To help accurately report your income, review last year’s return and match your income sources item by item,” says TaxAct
Director of tax development, Mark Jaeger. “If you discover you
haven’t received a 1099 for your work, last year’s return will serve
as a reminder to ask about it. Keep in mind, all freelance or sidegig income is reported on Schedule C as part of your Form 1040.”
2. Mistake: Mistyping bank accounts and personal information. Believe it or not, incorrect bank account numbers or personal information—like Social Security Numbers—is one of the
main reasons tax returns are rejected. Using a nickname or a shortened version of your legal name also lands near the top of the list.
How to avoid the error: Double or triple check any personal or
bank account information before you submit your completed tax
return. “If you need help figuring out account information, don’t
be afraid to ask your bank for assistance,” Jaeger says.
3. Mistake: Paying too much to file your taxes. Whether you
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cedar Springs city council
thursday, february 9, 2017
cedar Springs city Hall
66 S. Main St.
cedar Springs, Michigan
Workshop
6:15 p.m.
Meeting
7:00 p.m.

Peterson
tax and Accounting
Phone: 616-696-5300

23 West Elm St. | Cedar Springs
• All PersonAl TAxes
• All Business TAxes
And AccounTing
• e-file/direcT dePosiT

Lucinda Peterson

35 Years of experience

lucinda@PetersonTaxAcctg.com

Walk-ins Welcome!
PetersonTaxandAccounting.com

ACTION

TAX SERVICE
Call Now for an Appointment

866-4704
Member of

Over

30

Years

National Association
of Tax Professionals

“Complex returns
not a problem”

A Public Hearing will be held on February 9, 2017
regarding the Cedar Springs Park and
Recreation plan.
Rebecca Newland
City Clerk
616.696.1330

Individuals • Businesses • LLCs •
Partnerships • Corporations

EXPERT,
AFFORDABLE
TAX HELP

10271 Northland Dr.
Rockford

www.actiontaxservice.com

OUR
LOCATION

Bell
Furniture

X

Northland Dr.

A Public Hearing will be held on February 9, 2017
regarding the application of Industrial Tax
Exemption Certificate for Display Pack

Dated: February 2, 2017

tap a tax professional or choose a DIY tax provider that charges
an arm and a leg for their product, paying too much to file your
return is a mistake.
How to avoid the error: Fortunately, filers have more affordable
options to choose from. When looking for DIY options, do some
comparison shopping. The leading tax preparation software providers offer similar features and benefits, but the price points can
widely vary. In many cases, prices increase as the filing deadline
nears. Look for a provider like TaxAct that not only offers a low
price, but also guarantees your price won’t increase if you start
your online return but wait to file later.
4. Mistake: Not e-filing. While 91 percent of tax returns were
e-filed in 2016, there are still filers who file a paper return. Going
the pencil and paper route often means longer tax return processing times.
How to avoid the error: Electronic filing (e-filing) is the quickest and most accurate way to file your tax return. In fact, the IRS
typically processes e-filed returns within 48 hours. If you’re due a
refund, you’ll get it quicker if you e-file and choose direct deposit.
5. Mistake: Incorrect calculations. When the IRS receives
your tax return, one of the first steps the agency takes is to check
the figures to make sure they add up. Unfortunately, it’s easy to
miscalculate numbers - especially if you’re in a rush or aren’t sure
what to add or subtract.
How to avoid the error: First, take your time and double check
all numbers. Second, consider using DIY tax software so you
don’t have to do the math on your own.
6. Mistake: Using the wrong filing status. Choosing the
wrong filing status, like Head of Household instead of Single, can
have a great impact on your tax rates, the number of personal exemptions you can claim, your qualifications for certain tax deductions, credits and more.
How to avoid the error: Before starting your return, review the
five different filing statuses to help you select the one most appropriate for your tax situation. Carefully selecting the right one will
help you feel confident you’re taking the right steps to maximize
your tax outcome.

LANSING, Mich. – The Michigan Agency for Energy
(MAE) today noted that the Michigan Department of Treasury
is now processing Michigan Home Heating Credits (HHC) for
the 2016 tax year. The credit assists low-income customers with
winter energy bills.
The average credit in 2016 was $132.
Instruction booklets and forms have been mailed out by the
Department of Treasury. More than 82 percent of the HHCs
were e-filed in 2016. For those people who file a tax return, the
Michigan Department of Treasury encourages them to e-file
their returns because it speeds processing and reduces errors for
the HHC. To find an authorized e-file provider and information
on free e-file services, visit Treasury’s website: MIFastFile.org.
Individuals may apply for the HHC even if they do not file a
tax return.
Forms and instructional materials area available on the Internet at michigan.gov/incometax or by calling 517-636-4486.
In addition, forms will be available at many libraries and post
offices in Northern Michigan and Department of Health and Human Services branch offices across the state. Heating assistance
information is available at michigan.gov/heatingassistance.
MAE’s BeWinterWise website provides additional information: michigan.gov/bewinterwise.
For more information about MAE, please visit michigan.gov/
energy or sign up for its listservs to keep up on MAE matters.

13 Mile Rd.

12 Mile Rd.

Year-Round Service • Tax Planning • Out-of-State Returns • Bookkeeping • Payroll • Experienced Personnel
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Call 616.696.3655

Help
Wanted

AUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

Announcement
Rockford Quarterly Coin
Show: Rockford Sportsman’s Club. Sunday February 5th from 9am – 4 pm.
FREE admission. FREE
appraisals. BUY, SELL,
TRADE with area collectors and dealers. #4,5p

For Sale
Valentine’s Day Sale: Lavender,
potpourri,
scented items,
coffee, baked goods. Melissa’s
Nature, LLC, 12890 Myers Lake
Ave., Cedar Springs. 616-6962500. Thursday, February 9th
– Wednesday, February 15th
(except Sunday), 10 am – 5 pm.
#5p

ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

SKILLED
TRADES:
Local
company now hiring for fulltime construction work in West
Michigan, with competitive
pay and benefits. 6 months
experience required. Call 616942-8933 for more information.
#4-7b
Mold Repair Tech: CS
Manufacturing,
a
quality
producer of plastic injection
molded products, is seeking
qualified applicants for the
position
of
Mold
Repair
Tech.
Qualified
applicants
will
possess
five
years
experience and be avid in
benching,
polishing,
valve
gated hot runners, hydraulic
core action and core logic. We
offer the opportunity to join a
growing organization with a
competitive wage and benefits
package. If interested apply
to: CS Manufacturing, 299
W. Cherry St., PO Box 230K,
Cedar Springs, MI 49319, fax
#(616) 696-3222 Attn: Human
Resources, or e-mail sbrott@
csmanufacturing.us. #5b

Sales

Storage
CEDARFIELD
SELF StoRAgE
Next to Meijer

616-696-1100

HOMES
for Sale

Want
to Rent

CEDARFIELD
55+
COMMUNITY

Non-Smoking male needs
temporary place to stay.
Will share expenses. 616888-0170. #5p

Next to Meijer

Services
A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb

WOW

616-696-1100

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

for Rent

616-893-6138
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

MILDRED HOUTING
LEISURE ACRES
TAkING AppLICATIONS
for 1 and 2 bEDROOM
ApARTMENTS
Must be 62 years of age or
older; disabled regardless
of age. Barrier free units
available. Rent based on
30% of income.

Please send resume to
sales@cedarspringspost.com

small ads
make ¢ents

OvER 10 yEARs OF sERvicE

Critter

Corner

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –
PETS of the Week
Clara– Female American Staffordshire Terrier Mix
I am a sweet, happy
2 year old American
Staffy mix with a lot
of love to give! I am
a very social dog and
love to spend time
with my favorite people. I have lived with
other dogs, cats, and
kids in the past and
have gotten along
with them well. I can
be dog selective so
I’d want to meet any
dogs currently living
in your home to see if we would be a good fit! Come meet
me at Humane Society of West Michigan!

I’m a relaxed 14
year old cat looking for my forever
home! I would do
well with older respectful children
and a calm home.
Please come meet
me at Humane Society of West Michigan! Adoption fees are waived for animals 7 years and older
due to generous grant funding.
Humane Society of West Michigan is open Tuesday-Friday
12-7, Saturday & Sunday 11-4.

Adoption: Tiffany’s Tiny Cat
Rescue! Cats/Kittens available
for adoption. Located in Cedar
Springs. Kitties may be seen by
appointment only. Adoption fee.
616-430-3140. On Facebook. #5

red Flannel acres
“A Place to Call Home”
aFFOrdaBle lIVInG
311 Oak Court
Cedar Springs, MI
Great Location, 1 & 2
bedroom apartments. Rent
based on 30% of income.
Barrier Free units available.

Found: Cat, gray/black tiger
striped. Found January 10th in the
area of Muskegon and Grant St.
Call 616-717-3610. #2

Managed by Intrepid Professional Group

Free: Kittens – 6 kittens, about
10 weeks old, weened and litter
box trained, mousers. Also, adult
female cat (not mom), 2 years old.
Good mouser. All these cats are
used to dogs. 616-255-4367. #2

For more information please call
(616) 696-3920/
trs dial 711
This institution is an
Equal Opportunity Provider

696-3655

Tree Removal
Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding
Lawn Maintenance
Snow Plowing
Sidewalk Shoveling
De-icing

AFFORDABLE &
DEPENDABLE

This institution is an
Equal Opportunity Provider

• Flexible Hours
• Great Commission Rate
• No Nights or Weekends
• No Long Distance Driving

P ST

Spooke – Female Domestic Short Hair

Apartments

For more information please
call (616) 696-3920/
TRS dial 711

The Post is in search of
hard working sales reps...

The

Thursday, February 2, 2017

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at

www.cedarspringspost.com

What are you up to this Valentine’s Day?
How about spending it with us and falling in
love with a four-legged friend?
Grand Rapids Ballet is proud to partner with Humane
Society of West Michigan (HSWM) on “Pas & Paws”—a
benefit command performance of “Black & White: Swan
Lake” on Tuesday, February 14. A portion of the ticket
proceeds will be used to raise awareness of hurt, abused,
and abandoned animals and support HSWM’s efforts to
find these animals new forever homes. Tickets are $50
and seating is limited so get yours today at http://www.
ticketmaster.com/event/0800523AADFB456A.

(1)																																																											(2)																																																																	(3)																																																																		(4)
(5)																																																											(6)																																																																	(7)																																																																		(8)
(9)																																																											(10)																																																															(11)																																																																(12)
(13)																																																									(14)																																																															(15)																																																																(16)
(17)																																																									(18)																																																															(19)																																																																(20)
(21)																																																									(22)																																																															(23)																																																																(24)
(25)																																																									 $12.20
25 words or less $12.00

$12.40

$12.60

$12.80

$13.00

$13.20

$13.40

$13.60

$13.80

$14.00

$14.20

Cost of Ad
$ ________
Box
$1.50
Bold
$1.50
Name ________________________________
Ad Total
$ ________
Times to run
X ________
Address_______________________________
Amount Due
$ ________
Phone ________________________________
Start Date (Thurs.) ____________
Signature ______________________________
Type of Payment
___Cash
Expiration Date ______________
___Check
Credit Card Number ___________________________________ ___Credit Card

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.
Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

Please join us on Monday, March 20th for the 5th Annual
Paws, Claws & Corks event! This year's event will feature
tasting from Grand Rapids hottest restaurants, samples
of fine wines and microbrews, and a fabulous live and
silent auctions!
Information is available at www.pawsclawsandcorks.com.
For more information on the Humane
Society of West Michigan, call (616) 4538900 or visit them at 3077 Wilson NW,
just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road during
adoption hours or visit www.hswestmi.org
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Cedar Springs Public Schools
Exciting School District News:

From the superintendent’s desk

2017 Refunding
Bonds

The Cedar Springs Public
Schools Board of Education
is committed to providing an
excellent education for every
child in the district. The Board
of Education is committed to
high expectations for excellence in all we do as a district. Board of Education take Oath of Office at the January 9, 2017 Board meeting.
We hold ourselves and all othJanuary 26, 2017: Conference call with the rating agency
ers accountable and expect every person to work with integrity
February 7, 2017: Pricing of bonds (subject to market condiin all positions. To that end, this Board of Education is providing
tions)
transparency in all they do. This Board is proud of the impressive
February 8, 2017: Execution of the bond purchase agreement
forward motion of the school district and a list of many accomFebruary 27 or March 13: Board of Education adopts a “ratificaplishments by the outstanding staff and students of Cedar Springs.
tion resolution” at a regular board meeting. This is an additional,
An example of a recent accomplishment that will serve our disbut not mandatory step, to add a greater depth of transparency and
trict and community well is the 2017 refunding of Bonds. The
support to the process. Signatures from the Superintendent, Board
Superintendent, Board of Education, Director of Business and FiPresident and Board Secretary are required to adopt the resolution.
nance, CSPS Accountant, financial advisers to the District, banks
and legal counsel are working through a lengthy process to make
the bond refunding possible. A summary of the bond refunding
This Board of Education and District Leadership Team are exprocess is illustrated as follows:
cited to be working through this long and involved process to save
December 12, 2016: Board of Education adopted a delegating our taxpayers over 1.1 million dollars over the next several years!
resolution at a regular board meeting. This authorized the SuperPlease see our website www.csredhawks.org where all docintendent to accept and execute a Bond Purchase Agreement with uments related to the bond refunding will be available for your
the Underwriter.
review. Please feel free to contact Dr. Laura VanDuyn, SuperinJanuary 12, 2017: Due Diligence Conference call with all par- tendent of Schools, at 696-1204, should you have questions about
ties to review POS
this exciting news.

March 16, 2017: Bond Closing

Preschool Open Enrollment
starts February 27, 2017

Classes will be forming for students who are 3 or 4 years old by
September 1, 2017. Information is available for families that are
interested in tuition assistance for preschool. Contact Cedar Trails
Elementary main office. 616.696.9884

Kindergarten Parent Night March 15, 2017
Kindergarten - Ready, Set, Go! “The
Future Begins Here”

The Cedar Springs Kindergarten Team welcomes the parents
and guardians of the 2017-2018 Kindergarten Class for an information night.
Wednesday, March 15, 2017 6:00 - 7:00 pm
Cedar Trails Elementary
Parents and guardians will meet in the multi-purpose room
where our kindergarten teaching staff will present an outline of the
typical day, share curriculum expectations and give some helpful
tips on selecting a backpack and other frequently used items. We
are hoping to answer questions and get everyone ready for an exciting start to the school year. In August, after teacher assignments
have been finalized, we will welcome the students to Cedar Trails’
Open House to visit their classroom and meet their teacher.

Hearing and Vision Screening

Kindergarten entrants for the 2017-2018 school year will need
documentation of Hearing and Vision Screening through the Kent
County Health Department (KCHD). The KCHD will be at Cedar
Trails Elementary on the following date: April 14, 2017. Additional dates to be added
Please call Cedar Trails Elementary at 616.696.9884 to schedule an appointment. Additional appointment times can be scheduled by calling the KCHD at 616.632.7047

Schools of Choice - K-12
Non-Resident Enrollment

Cedar Springs Public Schools participates in both the Kent Intermediate School District Schools of Choice Plan and the Section
105c State plan. All students residing within the Kent Intermediate
School District may apply for enrollment in any Kent ISD school
that has available openings during the advertised timeframe (usually open during the spring). Students who reside in a district that
is within a different ISD that borders the Kent ISD, may also ap-

ply under the Section 105c plan depending on available openings.
Students who have been suspended or expelled may be excluded.
Applications will be made available at our administration building, or on our website in April, 2017.

2017-2018 Schools of Choice Timeline
and Applications

Total number of Kent ISD Schools of Choice Openings: Will be
announced late March, 2017.
Total number of Section 105c Openings: Will be announced late
March, 2017.
Students residing in Kent County may apply for Schools of
Choice through the Kent County Schools of Choice Plan April
10 - May 12, 2017.
Students residing outside of Kent County may apply for
Schools of Choice through the Schools of Choice 105c Plan April
10 - May 12, 2017.
Transportation to and from school is the responsibility of the
student’s family.
Parent Notification: Parents will be notified by letter if their
child has been accepted for enrollment in Cedar Springs Public
Schools through a Schools of Choice plan by May 22, 2017. Acceptance or denial will be in writing only, no information will be
provided over the phone.
Kent ISD Information: If you would like additional information regarding the Kent ISD, please visit Kent ISD web site.

Student Athletes of the Month
– December 2016

Happy 2017 - it is going to be a terrific year! We welcome everyone back to
school as we continue our focus on teaching and learning at CSPS.
As we kick off a brand new year, it is
an ideal time to learn about the vision,
mission, core values and brand promise that was adopted by our
Board of Education in December. The Board of Education embarked on the strategic planning process to update the direction of
the District. The most important part of that process was to gather
stakeholder feedback.
To that end, approximately 125 teachers, support staff, administrators, parents, students and community members participated in
focus groups to provide input on the future and direction they (and
those they represented) would like to see for CSPS. Additionally,
the entire staff of CSPS was asked to provide their input on selecting the core values, which define the way will go about our work.
The engagement and input was impressive and the outcome is just
the same. The following was formally adopted by our dedicated
Board of Education and will shape our work as we move forward:
Vision (where we are trying to go): Cedar Springs Public
Schools will prepare all students to be independent thinkers and
life-long learners who are confident and engaged in their community and world.
Mission (why we are doing what we’re doing): Cedar
Springs Public Schools is a welcoming, inclusive educational environment where students are challenged to reach their potential,
and are prepared for life beyond school.
Core Values (how we are going to go about our work- we’ll
do so with): Integrity, Respect, Compassion, Accountability,
Collaboration
Brand Promise (our “trademark”): Purpose, Potential, Pride
We are excited to keep these tenets of our strategic plan at the
forefront of our work with students, staff, families and our community. On behalf of the Board of Education and our outstanding
CSPS collegial team, I thank each and every one of the many people who gave of their time to commit to this important process.
Thank you for your part in continuing to move forward our great
Cedar Springs Public Schools.
Warmly,
Laura VanDuyn, Ed.D., CSPS Superintendent of Schools

Important Dates:
Mid Winter Break

No School for students February 17, 20 & 21
Students return on February 22, 2017

Attention Class of 2021

Incoming Freshman Orientation
Monday, February 13, 2017 • 7pm
High School Auditorium

Attention all K-5 Parents - Math In
Focus Parent University
Tuesday, February 7, 2017 • 6 - 8 pm
Cedar Springs Middle School Cafeteria

Breanna Feikema, Senior, Girls Bowling and Dugan Conely, Senior, Boys
Bowling were named December’s Student Athletes of the Month.

Free admission
with student ID

Students can get in FREE to the last
2 home hockey games of the season just
by showing their student ID’s.
Location: Griff’s Ice House, 30 Coldbrook St NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503
Dates: Feb. 3 @ 6pm (vs. Hudsonville) & Feb. 17 @ 8pm (vs. Byron Center)
Get all the latest information regarding our co-op hockey team by visiting:
http://www.falconshockey.net/

Breanna Feikema, Senior, Girls Bowling

Dugan Conely, Senior,
Boys Bowling

This school page was brought to you by the Cedar Springs Public Schools, The Cedar Springs POST and the following supporters...

Robinson
3575 14 Mile Rd.

616-866-7670

88 E. Division St., Sparta

616-887-1761

4116 17 Mile Road
Cedar Springs

616-696-9610

Septic Tank Cleaning
1565 Dagget Rd., Pierson

616-636-5565

8450 Shaner Ave.
Rockford

616-866-0724

8955 Sparta Ave.
Sparta

616-887-1791
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Amazing quality. Fantastic prices.
Satisfaction guaranteed.
La más alta calidad. Precios increíblemente bajos.
Frog Legs
Satisfacción garantizada.

“Best Prices in Town”
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U.S. #1, 8 lb bag
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Size
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T
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MI
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