
We may have had some 
much-needed outdoor sun-
shine in the past week, but 
we are also celebrating sun-
shine of another kind. March 
13-19 is being celebrated as 
“Sunshine Week” across the 
nation. Sunshine week is a 
week dedicated to shining 
a light on the importance 
of freedom of information, 
transparency and openness 
in government.

In this week’s paper, 
stories marked with a sun-
shine week emblem show 

that they were made possible 
through the Freedom of Information Act or Open Meetings Act. 
We hope this will bring awareness to how much we depend on 
an open, honest government.

It is important that citizens participate in our local govern-
ment meetings and exercise their right to know. As responsible 
citizens working to keep our community strong, healthy and vi-
brant, we need to keep the focus on having an open government.

For more information on the FOIA and OMA acts visit 
the Open Government Guide at www.rcfp.org/open-govern-
ment-guide. You can learn about both federal and state guide-
lines. 

Spring is nearly here, 
bringing warmer tempera-
tures and the next genera-
tion of wildlife.

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
reminds those who are out-
side enjoying the experi-
ence of seeing wildlife raise 
its young to view animals 
from a distance, so they are 
not disturbed. 

It is important to remem-
ber that many species of 
wildlife “cache” (hide) their 
young for safety. These 
babies are not abandoned; 
they simply have been hid-
den by their mother until 
she returns for them. 

“Please resist the urge to 
help seemingly abandoned 
baby animals,” said Hannah 
Schauer, wildlife technician 
for the DNR. “Many baby 
animals will die if removed 

from their natural environ-
ment, and some have dis-
eases or parasites that can 
be passed on to humans or 
pets.”

Schauer added that some 
rescued animals that do sur-
vive may become habituat-
ed to people and are unable 
to revert back to life in the 
wild.

“Habituated animals pose 
additional problems as they 
mature and develop adult 
animal behavior. For ex-
ample, habituated deer, es-
pecially bucks, can become 
aggressive as they get older 
and reach breeding age.”

White-tailed deer fawns 
are one of the animals 
most commonly rescued by 
well-intentioned citizens. It 
is not uncommon for deer to 
leave their fawns unattend-
ed for up to eight hours at 

a time. This behavior mini-
mizes the scent of the moth-
er left around the fawn, 
which allows the fawn to go 
undetected by nearby pred-
ators. While fawns seem 
abandoned, they rarely are. 

All wild white-tailed deer 
begin life this way. The best 
chance for their survival is 
to leave them in the wild. If 
you find a fawn alone, do 
not touch it, as this might 
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Leave wildlife in the wild 
Do not take baby animals from the wild this spring

Falling tree causes car crash

A tree landed on the roof of this car Wednesday, causing the driver to swerve and 
roll the car. 

The accident occurred just north of 14 Mile, near Cedar Creek. 

Post photo by J. Reed.Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy reed

A freak accident sent two 
people from Solon Town-
ship to the hospital Wednes-
day afternoon.

According to both the 
Kent County Sheriff De-
partment and a witness 
at the scene, a Chevrolet 
Cruze was heading south 
on Algoma about 2:06 p.m. 
Wednesday, March 16, just 
north of 14 Mile, when high 
winds toppled a tree and it 
landed on the roof of the 
car. 

“They panicked and 
swerved and flipped the car 
into the ditch,” explained 
Brian Bos, of Moline, who 
was traveling behind the car 
and saw it happen. He im-
mediately called 911, then 

A white-tailed deer fawn waiting for its mother to return. Although 
fawns may appear to have been abandoned, that’s rarely the case, 
and leaving them alone will help them survive.

Let the sun shine in

A DISTRICT DIVIDED
Residents, teachers want answers from school board; others supportive of changes

By Judy reed

“Why have four adminis-
trators left since Dr. Laura 
VanDuyn was hired as Su-
perintendent two years ago? 
Why has the culture at Ce-
dar Springs Public Schools 
changed?” Those are the 
questions that many resi-

dents and school employ-
ees are asking the Cedar 
Springs Board of Educa-
tion, while many other resi-
dents and school employees 
say they are supportive of 
the changes.

The Board of Education 
heard both kinds of com-
ments from a cross-section 

of residents and employees 
at Monday night’s stand-
ing-room only board meet-
ing. Overflowing atten-
dance has become the norm 
recently, as people on both 
sides of the issue yearn to 
have their voice heard.

The administrators in 
question have all resigned: 

assistant superintendent of 
teaching and instruction 
Steve Seward in fall of 
2014; Cedar Trails princi-
pal Jennifer Harper, early 
2015; associate superin-
tendent of finance David 
Cairy, fall 2015; and most 
recently, athletic director 
Autumn Mattson, in Febru-

ary, 2016. Her assistant AD 
Tyler Wolfe resigned in De-
cember. 

Of those that resigned, 
Harper was given a salary 
per her separation agree-
ment, and was not allowed 
to talk about why she left. 
That led some people to 
speculate she was forced 

out. The Post talked to Dr. 
VanDuyn about it at the 
time, and told us it was an 
ongoing personnel matter. 
“We can’t reveal the na-
ture because it is a person-
nel matter. But I think it’s 
important to say that it’s 
not a matter that has to do 
with criminal conduct or the 
safety of students.”

Van Duyn said Harper 
was put on paid administra-
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One of The Post's very own, Belinda 
Sanderson,  recently got to take a vaca-
tion ,and of all places, she went to Hell. 
Hell, Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands 
that is. "You could say we went to Hell 
and back," said Belinda. Mike and Belin-
da Sanderson and their daughter, Autumn, 
of Cedar Springs and 17 of their family 
members went on a 7 day cruise to the 
Western Caribbean aboard the Carnival 
Splendor. They boarded the ship on Feb-
ruary 21 at Port of Miami, Florida and 
sailed to  Cozumel, Mexico; Belize City, 
Belize;  Mahogany Bay, Isla Roatan, Hon-
duras; Grand Cayman, Cayman Islands; 
and returned to Port of Miami on Febru-
ary 28, 2016. 

"We had two of our excursions canceled 
due to weather, so when we got to Grand 
Cayman (our last port) we took the island 
tour which included our visit to Hell," Be-
linda explained. 

Hell is a group of short, unique forma-
tions which is characterized by jagged, 
spongy pinnacles of black-covered lime-
stone.  There are numerous versions of 
how Hell received its name, but they are 
generally variations on "a ministration 
exclaimed, 'This is what Hell must look 
like.'"

It is also claimed that the name "Hell" 
is derived from the fact that if a pebble is 
thrown out into the formation, it echoes 
among the limestone peaks and valleys 
and sounds as if the pebble is falling all 
the way down to "Hell."

Among the travelers were Bruce & 
Myrna Chapman and their granddaugher 
Demetria Boring, of Sand Lake; Troy & 
Jenni Vermeulen and their children, Alli-
yah, Connor, Gavin, and Max, of Green-
ville; Rich Chapman, formerly of Cedar 
Springs, and his girlfriend Audrey; Scott 
& Tiffany Councell (formerly of Cedar 
Springs/Sand Lake) and their daughters, 

and Scott's parent's Steve & Sandy Coun-
cell of Edwardsburg, MI (not pictured).

Are you going on vacation? Take the 
Post with you and snap some photos. Then 

send them to us with some info to news@
cedarspringspost.com or mail them to 
Post travels, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, 
MI 49319. We will be looking for yours!

The gang posed for a picture with The Post at the Hell Post Office on Grand Cayman.
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95 North Main
Cedar Springs
(616) 696-BEER
CSBrew.com

Craft Beer, Cider, 
Wines, Sodas & Great Food

Brauhaus & 
Restaurant

Saint Patrick’s Day
(Irish: Lá Fhéile Pádraig), is a cultural 
and religious celebration held on 17 
March, the traditional death date of 
Saint Patrick (c. AD 385–461), the 

foremost patron saint of Ireland and 
was made an official Christian feast 

Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 34 years

Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060

w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

• Repairs 
• Texturing
• Basement Finishing
• Garage Finishing
• Additions

FRee esTimATes!
Call us today!

(616) 439-3050 www.staaldrywall.com

The Post goes to Hell Hometown Hero
U.S. Army Pvt. Tyler J. Conaty has graduated from 

basic infantry training at Fort Jackson, S.C.
During the nine weeks of training, the soldier stud-

ied the Army mission, history, tradition and core val-
ues, physical fitness, and received instruction and 
practice in basic combat skills, military weapons, 
chemical warfare and bayonet training, drill and cer-
emony, marching, rifle marksmanship, armed and 
unarmed combat, map reading, field tactics, military 
courtesy, military justice system, basic first aid, foot 
marches, and field training exercises.

He is a 2012 graduate of Cedar Springs High 
School, Cedar Springs, Mich.

Hometown Hero
U.S. Army Reserve Pvt. Elizabeth L. Deboe has grad-

uated from basic infantry training at Fort Jackson, S.C.
During the nine weeks of training, the soldier studied 

the Army mission, history, tradition and core values, 
physical fitness, and received instruction and practice in 
basic combat skills, military weapons, chemical warfare 
and bayonet training, drill and ceremony, marching, ri-
fle marksmanship, armed and unarmed combat, map 
reading, field tactics, military courtesy, military justice 
system, basic first aid, foot marches, and field training 
exercises.

Deboe is the daughter of Lois E. Schultz of Rockford, 
Mich., and Vivian L. Deboe of Cedar Springs, Mich. She 
is also the sister of Norman G. Colborn of Cedar Springs, 
Mich.

The private graduated in 2015 from Cedar Springs 
High School, Cedar Springs, Mich.

Hometown Hero
Kyle J. Cory has been commissioned as a second lieu-

tenant in the U.S. Army after successfully completing 
the Army Reserve Officers’ Training Corps program and 
graduating with a bachelor’s degree from Michigan Tech-
nological University, Houghton, Mich.

The new officer will be branched to a specific corps in 
the Army to serve on active duty or in the Army Nation-
al Guard or Army Reserve. The lieutenant will attend an 
officer basic course relating to his or her particular mil-
itary occupational specialty/job. Afterward, the officer 
will complete advanced training by attending basic officer 
leadership courses for career progression purposes.

The ROTC curriculum prepares students with the tools, 
training and experiences to help cadets succeed as effec-
tive leaders in any competitive environment. Army offi-
cers serve as leaders, counselors, strategists and motiva-
tors, who lead other soldiers in all situations occurring in 
ever-changing environments. As trained problem-solvers, 
key influencers and planners, they are driven to achieve 
success with their team on every mission.

Cory is the son of Sally J. Cory of Grand Rapids, Mich., 
and Daniel J. Cory of Cedar Springs, Mich., and brother 
of Kallista and Rachael Cory of Grand Rapids, Mich.

He is a 2011 graduate of Forest Hills Eastern High 
School, Ada, Mich. 

Lance Werner, Director of Kent 
District Library.

Kent County, MI—Lance 
Werner, Director of Kent 
District Library, has been 
named a “Mover and Shak-

er” in the library industry 
by the national publication, 
Library Journal.

 In its March 15, 2016 

issue, Library Journal 
named 54 outstanding pro-
fessionals committed to 
providing excellent ser-
vice and shaping the future 
of libraries. Werner was 
selected in the category 
Change Agents because of 
his commitment to the pro-
fession and push to further 
the modern conveniences 
libraries can offer their pa-
trons.

Library Journal hon-
ored Werner because of his 
ability to garner unlikely 
support for big ideas and 
his success in bridging the 

digital divide. Under Wer-
ner’s direction, KDL has 
developed the most robust 
standalone eBook collec-
tion in the states (88,891 
eBooks and e Audiobooks) 
and became the first public 
library in Michigan to offer 
eMagazines, eMovies and 
eComics.

“This year’s class of 54 
joins a group of talented 
professionals who are com-
mitted, passionate and in-
vigorated—each alone and 
all together transforming 
the library world and the 
communities it impacts for 
the better,” said Rebecca T. 
Miller, Editorial Director of 
Library Journal and School 
Library Journal.

Werner has been Direc-
tor of Kent District Library 
since May 2011. He previ-
ously served as Director of 
the Capital Area District Li-
brary in Lansing, Mich. and 
as a Library Law Specialist 
at the Library of Michigan. 
He earned a B.A. in Psy-
chology from the Univer-

sity of Northern Colorado, 
a J.D. from Michigan State 
University and an M.L.I.S. 
from Wayne State Univer-
sity. 

The 2016 Movers & 
Shakers were selected by 
the editors of Library Jour-
nal, the profession’s leading 
trade magazine. Each of the 
Movers & Shakers will be 
prominently featured in the 

March 15 issue of Library 
Journal and celebrated at 
a special reception in June 
during the American Li-
brary Association’s annual 
conference in Orlando, Fla. 
The print feature’s compan-
ion website is sponsored 
by OCLC and available at 
www.libraryjournal.com/
movers2016.

Kent District Library Director 
Receives award



Nestlé USA is initiating a 
voluntary recall of a limited 
number of DiGiorno®, Lean 
Cuisine®, and Stouffer’s® 
products due to the poten-
tial presence of glass pieces. 
This voluntary recall cov-
ers only specific production 
codes of the following prod-
ucts:

•  DiGiorno Thin & 
Crispy Spinach and 
Garlic Pizza

•  DiGiorno Rising Crust 
Spinach and Mushroom Pizza

•  DiGiorno pizzeria Thin Crust Spinach and Mushroom 
Pizza

•  DiGiorno pizzeria Tuscan-style Chicken Pizza
•  Lean Cuisine Spinach and Mushroom Pizza
•  Lean Cuisine Spinach Artichoke Ravioli
•  Lean Cuisine Ricotta and Spinach Ravioli
•  Lean Cuisine Spinach, Artichoke & Chicken Panini
•  Lean Cuisine Mushroom Mezzaluna Ravioli
•  Stouffer’s Vegetable Lasagna (10 oz., 37 oz. and 96 oz. 

sizes)
•  Stouffer’s Spinach Soufflé
•  Stouffer’s Chicken Lasagna
The voluntary recall is limited to the production codes list-

ed at http://www.fda.gov/Safety/Recalls/ucm490200.htm.

Troopers from the Mich-
igan State Police, Mt. 
Pleasant Post have arrested 
Christopher Clair Corsello, 
33, in connection with an 
investigation into Criminal 
Sexual Conduct 1ST Degree 
involving a minor under the 
age of 13 in Grant Town-
ship.

During the initial inves-
tigation, which began on 
February 16, troopers dis-
covered that Corsello is on 
the Sex Offender Registry 
for a prior conviction in-

volving a mi-
nor under 13, 
for which he 
spent 10-1/2 
years in pris-
on. He was 
discharged in 
2014. Troopers 
also learned 
that Corsello 
was not staying 
at the address 
listed for him on the Sex 
Offender Registry.

On February 23, Troopers 
made contact with Corsello 

and arrested 
him for the 
Sex Offender 
Reg i s t r a t ion 
violation. After 
further investi-
gation into the 
new incident, 
the Mecosta  
County Prose-
cutor’s Office 
issued a four-

count felony warrant for 
Criminal Sexual Conduct 
1st degree (minor under 13 
years of age),  Criminal 

Sexual Conduct 2nd Degree 
(minor under 13 years of 
age), Accosting a Child for 
Immoral Purposes, and Dis-
tributing Sexually Explicit 
Material to a minor.

Corsello was arrested on 
March 7 and arraigned on 
the additional charges in 
the 77th District County in 
Big Rapids. He is currently 
being held at the Mecosta 
County Jail on a $1,000,000 
bond.
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Rowland’s
suRplus outlet

Muskegon St.
Cedar Springs

616-696-9716
We’ve got what you need this spring...

3’x5’ 
commeRcial 
entRy mats

(carpeted w/vinyl back)

$12.99ea

lawn and 
gaRden 
tools

Also visit our Greenville location public waRehouse 
for the same great deals - 1205 W.  Washington St. • Greenville

gRoceRies 
and 

 hbc

anco
wipeR 
blades

$3.49ea

Man arrested on CSC charges

Christopher Corsello

Check your freezer for these recalled items

To locate the production code, consumers should look on 
the side panel of the package. No other production codes, 
sizes or varieties of DiGiorno, Lean Cuisine or Stouffer’s 
products are affected by this recall.

No injuries have been reported. We are recalling these 
products because they may contain small pieces of glass 
that may cause injury. Although our investigation is ongo-
ing, we believe the source of the glass is spinach that was 
an ingredient common to the products subject to this re-
call. Nestlé USA is taking this action out of an abundance 
of caution after several consumers reported that they had 
found small pieces of glass in some of these products.

Consumers who may have purchased the products listed 
above should not consume them but should instead contact 
Nestlé Consumer Services at 1-800-681-1676.

City of Wyoming to join Kent 
County Dispatch Center 

G R A N D 
RAPIDS—The 
Kent County 

Board of Commissioners 
voted this week to enter into 
an agreement for 911 Dis-
patch for emergency ser-
vices for the City of Wyo-
ming. The City of Wyoming 
will now fall under the same 
agreement with the Kent 
County Sheriff Depart-
ment, which provides fire 
and police dispatch services 
to other local units of gov-
ernment throughout Kent 
County. 

Currently the Kent Coun-
ty Sheriff Department pro-
vides fire and police dis-
patch services for all local 
units of government in Kent 
County, except the cities 
of Grand Rapids and Wyo-
ming, which are dispatched 
by the City of Grand Rap-
ids. Wyoming reported just 
over 28,000 police calls and 
5,370 fire calls last year. 

Starting July 1, 2016, 

calls to 911 in the City of 
Wyoming will be directed 
to Kent County Dispatch 
Center. 

Dispatchers also monitor 
the location and time-on-
scene for police and fire 
crews responding to emer-
gencies. 

 “We are pleased to join 
so many other public safety 
organizations in the Coun-
ty that are part of a highly 
effective dispatch system,” 
said Wyoming City Man-
ager Curtis Holt. “We be-
lieve this move will lead to 
a more integrated and col-
laborative emergency com-
munication system county-
wide. We look forward 
to working with the very 
talented Kent County staff 
over the next few months to 
ensure a smooth transition.” 

The agreement benefits 
residents by ensuring a larg-
er number of employees in 
one location, which means 
more options for schedul-

ing and the ability to shift 
resources as needed (in-
stead of calling additional 
employees in on overtime). 
This partnership will create 
a “deeper bench” of on-du-
ty employees to assist when 
one area of the call center 
experiences higher call vol-
umes. 

 “Once fully staffed, Kent 
County Dispatch center will 
be one of the largest in the 
State of Michigan, serving 
over 400,000 people,” said 
Kent County Sheriff Lar-
ry Stelma. “We take pride 
in our dedicated dispatch 
staff, who are second-to-
none. We look forward to a 
great partnership with Wy-
oming.” 

The Board will vote later 
this month on a proposal to 
add 11 new full-time po-
sitions and upgrade three 
part-time positions to full-
time to service the addition-
al workload. 

The Cedar Springs Post
Newspaper
3,699 likes 

www.facebook.com/
cedarspringspost
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ChurchDirectory

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

If you don't stand for 
something you'll fall 

for anything!

...If you do not stand firm in your faith, 
you will not stand at all.

Isaiah 7:9b (NIV)
from God’s little instruction Book- honor Books

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM
Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM

Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays at 3:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

























Pastor Steve Lindeman

Sunday ScheduLe:
TWO WOrShiP SerViceS  at 8:00 a.m.
 and 10:15 a.m.

SuPerViSed nurSery care PrOVided
9:00 a.m.  christian education FOr aLL aGeS 
11:00 a.m.  coffee Fellowship downstairs

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

F i r s 
b a p t i s t  c h u r c h

of cedar springs

233 S. Main Street 616-696-1630

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm

Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

Pastor Craig T. Owens
http://craigtowens.com

Worship Every Sunday at 10:30am
Red Hawk Elementary - Cedar Springs

www.cscalvary.org
(616) 222-5020

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

Pastor: Robert Eckert

sunday Worship: 10 aM
enhance fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
www.coumc.com

North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh
Pastor Craig S. Carter

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta, MI 49345
616.550.6398

Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
Nursery & Children Ministry Provided

www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org 

St. John Paul II Parish
A Warm and Welcoming Catholic Community
3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road
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Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway
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Sundays @ 
9:45 AM 

& 11:15 AM

135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Oak & Grant) | 616.696.2970
w w w. t h e s p ri n g s c h u rc h . i n f o

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

     Pioneer Christian Reformed Church 
  Services at Cedarfield Community Center 
      3592 17 Mile RD NE (Next to Meijer) 
 Phone: 696-9120  Web: www.pioneercrc.org 
           Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM 
                     Pastor: Jim Alblas   
 

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pastor: Jim Alblas

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)
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Pastor Barry Briggs
The SPringS ChurCh

135 n. grant St., Cedar Springs

WhaT Will make ameriCa 
greaT again?

With the 2016 presidential election cycle well underway, 
there are a lot of ideas circulating about what will make 
America great again. Some suggest we need to build a 
wall. Others that we need Medicare for all. Or boots on the 
ground. Or for Wall Street to pay its fair share. Or income 
equality. Or new pipes. Or… or… or…  

But will these ideas cut it? What in fact will make Amer-
ica great again?

I believe the answer is in the Bible. It’s not a new idea. 
It’s actually about 3,000 years old. And its unlike anything 
I’ve heard from any of the presidential candidates.  

In the Old Testament, in 2 Chronicles 7:14 (NIV), God 
tells us what will make America great again. He says, “If 
My people, who are called by My name, will humble them-
selves and pray and seek My face and turn from their wick-
ed ways, then I will hear from Heaven, and I will forgive 
their sin and will heal their land.”

God says if you want to make America great again, if you 
want Me to heal your land, there’s four things you need to 

earl Wall
Earl Wall, 91, of Albany, Georgia, formerly of Cedar 
Springs, passed away on March 2nd, 2016. He is survived 
by his son, Pat (Peggy) Wall of North Carolina; two 
granddaughters; four great-grandchildren; sister, Betty Kilts 
of Grant; several nieces and nephews. A memorial service 
will be held at a later date, to be announced.  

WalTer l. BOhO
A memorial service will be held for Walter L. Boho, the 
husband of Ilene Paepke Boho, who passed away on 
November 11, 2015. The memorial service will be held on 
Saturday, March 26, 2016, at the American Legion Hall, 
Cedar Springs, Michigan at 1:00 p.m. Lunch to follow.

do.
First, humble yourselves. Why is that important? Why 

does God start with humble yourself? Because the source 
of all of our problems is pride. The root of every single one 
of our problems is this: I think I know better than God does 
what will make me happy. That kind of pride disconnects 
us from God on a personal level, on a corporate level, and 
on a national level.

Second, we need to pray. Jesus taught us this. Luke 18:1 
(CEV) it says, “Jesus told His disciples a story about how 
they should keep on praying and never give up.”  Notice 
we’ve got two choices: keep on praying or give up. In life 
you’re always doing one or the other. You’re either keeping 
on praying or you’re always giving up. If you don’t keep on 
praying, then you’re going to give up. And if you give up, 
you’re not going to keep on praying. It’s your choice. I have 
to decide, “Am I going to keep on praying or am I going to 
always give up?” Those are the options.

Third, we need to seek God. The truth is very few of us 
are seeking God seriously. Most people want only enough 
of God to bless them but not enough to bug them. They 
want God to be just a little slice of their life. But seeking 
God is not something you do in your spare moments. It’s 
not a casual pastime. “Oh, you know, nothing is on tele-
vision, so I guess I’ll go seek God.” No. Seeking God is a 
serious pursuit. It’s a primary focus.  Hebrews 11:6b (NIV) 
tells us that “…[God] rewards those who earnestly seek 
Him.”

If we want God to make America great again we need 
to humble ourselves, pray, seek God, and then there’s one 
other thing He says to do—we need to turn from our wick-
ed ways.  

Acts 3:19 (NIV) encourages us to “Repent, then, and turn 

to God, so that your sins may be wiped out, that times of 
refreshing may come from the Lord.”

We desperately need that. We desperately need times of 
refreshing that come from the Lord in our nation. We need 
that in our cities. We need them in our schools. We need 
times of refreshing that come from the Lord in our econo-
my, in our businesses. We need them in our marriages. We 
need them in our churches.  We need times of refreshing in 
our personal lives.

So I suggest we humble ourselves, and we pray, and we 
seek God’s face, and we turn from our wicked ways. If we 
do, God promises to make America great again. And, unlike 
politicians, God always keeps His promises.
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Voices / Views
Post Scripts

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 
words. The subject should be relevant to local readers, and 
the editor reserves the right to reject letters or edit for clar-
ity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns. All 
submissions MUST be accompanied by full name, mailing 
address and daytime phone number. We use this informa-
tion to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do not print anony-
mous letters, or acknowledge letters we do not use. Writers 
are limited to one letter per month. Email to news@cedar-
springspost.com, or send to PostScripts, Cedar Springs 
Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

Stop using kids to get back at mom
I chose to live in Cedar Springs because I believed it was 

a welcoming community, which offered a family, and had a 
big heart. I was raised in a much larger town then Cedar, so 
I had hoped my children would experience a close knit feel-
ing by going to a smaller school district. I wanted them to 
open up their yearbooks and not question who the majority 
of the students were like I experienced. I thought by grow-
ing up in Cedar that they would always feel safe, because 
of the community unity and big hearts. 

Recently I’ve questioned if I made the right choice. I’ve 
seen, read and heard things that make me feel that if your 
opinion is different than theirs it doesn’t matter. I cry my-
self to sleep because my children have experienced unkind 
words and believe their friends are shunning them, because 
their mother has been publicly vocal. I fear everyday that 
they will be repeatedly punished because I am expressing 
my difference of opinion and have been working to focus 
on the positives occurring at CSPS.   

I agree there is a broken unity in our community, but I’m 
having a hard time believing it ever existed from the way 
my family has been treated. We didn’t grow up in Cedar 
Springs but our opinion as residents should be just as re-
spected as those who have lived here longer than us. I don’t 
expect us all to agree similarly, but I do expect us all to 
be respectful, kind, understanding, and to agree to disagree 
when we have a different opinion.   

So, please stop using my children as a method of attack-
ing me. I don’t mind if you don’t like me or my opinions 
but I ask that you not use my children as pawns and allow 
them, as they grow up, to feel they are safe.  

Stephanie Morris, Solon Township Resident

Board urged to seek out the truth
A letter read to the Cedar Springs School Board on 

March 14 during the second public comment section of the 
meeting. 

Thank you, Mrs. Bayink, for “Speaking” and requesting 
the board discuss several issues at hand during the next 
board meeting. I believe I saw a head-nod of support to 
Mrs. Bayink’s request from Mr. Shoffner. Thank you both 
for being a voice of acknowledgment. 

The Michigan Association of School Boards (MASB) 
specifically notes under their publication titled “Character-
istics of an  Effective Board Member” that they show “the 
willingness to express one’s own opinion and participate 
in discussions openly and honestly while encouraging and 
respecting the free expression of opinion by colleagues. “ 

Under the MASB’s publication titled School Board 
Members Job Description, the header and two of the six 
items read, “In addition to duties enumerated in the Michi-
gan School Code, good governance imposes the following 
responsibilities on the board: 2. The board connects with 
the community; 6. The board takes responsibility for itself. 

The educators and community members who are happy 
with the current procedures, decisions, and trends are cer-
tainly entitled to their opinions and should be treated re-
spectfully. But don’t those that have questions and concerns 
also deserve to be equally heard, considered, and respected? 

Mr. Sabinas read a section of the MASB “Your Local 
School Board” under “How do School Boards Make De-
cisions.” It reads, “When making decisions, school boards 
seek the advice and counsel of the district’s administrators, 
teachers and other employees, as well as input from the 
community and specialists with knowledge about the topic 
under consideration.” 

Are you willing to follow the MASB’s recommendations? 
How is your current strategy of “no response” working? 
Do you feel you have provided more transparency and 

gained a level of trust over the last few months? 
What does the continued increase in attendance (standing 

room only) at board meetings mean to you? 

Do you trust, believe, and value the educators who you 
have known and have served our district for 10, 20, and 30 
years when they tell you they are concerned? 

While the projected deficit budget presented tonight looks 
bad…have you considered what it might look like with a 
significant exit of students from our district next year? 

Please allow yourselves to opening and honestly discuss 
the questions and issues brought before you at the next 
workshop meeting. 

Please follow the MASB’s recommended practices of 
seeking out the truth. 

I believe the Open Meetings Act and School Policies do 
give you the right and I hope you believe there is a need to 
discuss the issues before you and most importantly look for 
collaborative solutions. Thank you very much. 

Susan Wolfe, CSPS District 

Is the board interested in hearing 
the facts?

CS Board of Education, (read at Board of Ed meeting 
March 14)

The March 3 edition of the Cedar Post reported that Au-
tumn Mattson had requested an exit interview with the 
Board of Education and that it had been denied. If this is 
true, at what public board meeting was this discussed and 
voted on? It is not recorded in any board minutes at this 
time. Please clarify if this is a true statement.

Also according to the Post article, there has been an ap-
peal to the board on their decision to deny the interview. 
Since an answer to the appeal is required by the board and 
the topic is not on tonight’s board agenda, when does the 
board plan to address it?

The Open Meeting Act is very clear that all board deci-
sions must be made in public. Total compliance with all 
Open Meeting Act laws is critical in maintaining the integ-
rity of our district.  Our own Board of Education’s Policies 
& Goals States in Goal #2 Community Relations 2.1” Pro-
moting honest, trustworthy, relationships with transparent 
dialogue and communication (Internal) organizations that 
support win-win situations for both parties that increase 
student achievement.” As board members, You took an oath 
to follow the law which includes the Open Meetings Act. 

This was a request directed to the board and not a staff 
member. The board has every right to grant this request. 
You may choose to do this at any regular meeting or hold 
a special meeting. There is absolutely no reason not to do 
this. Why wouldn’t the board want to gather all the possible 
information from an administrator who has served our stu-
dents and community for 14 years?  Mrs. Mattson is willing 
to openly discuss her experience in our school district. She 
is willing to share the facts. You could clarify and ask any 
questions you or the public may have. This interview would 
be an excellent opportunity for you to gather accurate in-
formation. 

So why wouldn’t the board be interested in hearing the 
facts first hand? You have the opportunity to decipher be-
tween fact and fiction on our local education for yourselves 
and the community. This is what I am asking for. 

1.  The board connects with the community
2.  The board monitors performance
3.  The board takes responsibility for itself
I would like to request that this letter be recorded in the 

minutes.  I would like your response to be answered pub-
lically and to also be recorded in the board minutes please.

Sincerely, 
Lee Mora

Cedar Springs School District Resident
(This letter has been edit-

ed for length. A full original 
copy is available from Mr. 
Mora.)

Teacher concerned 
about changes 

in school district
Dear Members of the 

School Board,
I would like to voice my 

concerns regarding the 
changing culture in our 
school district. I’ve heard 
the many remarks that all of 
these things that are happen-
ing and problems we are fac-
ing are because people are 
resistant to change. I strong-

ly disagree. I have taught here for 39 years, worked under 
seven superintendents, and I have seen a lot of change. I 
haven’t always agreed with the decisions that were made. 
Conflicts sometimes occurred. We had a divisive teacher 
strike. We suffered a disastrous budget deficit when all bus-
sing was eliminated. There was a year when all specials 
were cut. But through all of these challenges and difficult 
times, honesty and respect remained between the teachers, 
the school board, and the superintendent.

Never did I experience the finger pointing, dishonesty, 
and disrespect that is currently permeating our school dis-
trict. How does this type of culture help our students?

We have lost some of the most outstanding educators I 
have ever met. These include Steve Seward, Jennifer Harp-
er, Dave Cairy, and Autumn Matson. These leaders inspired 
me to grow and change in my teaching. I am so lucky to 
be in a profession that I love and to have had the support 
of so many brilliant educators. Frequently we had teachers 
from other districts visit our schools to observe our many 
innovative programs that were initiated by Steve Seward.

Sadly, these leaders are gone. What is even more trou-
bling is the blaming and slandering of these exemplary peo-
ple. For so many years, these people gave their heart and 
soul to help our students, and this is how they are treated?

We will continue to lose the best educators in our district 
to other schools where their work is valued and respected. 
I miss these people deeply. I miss their enthusiasm. I miss 
their words of wisdom and encouragement. In teaching, 
you need this. This makes you better. When you positive-
ly impact teachers, you impact students. If you think these 
vacancies won’t affect our students, you are wrong. They 
already have.

This is not positive change. Sometimes change can be de-
structive. We have worked so hard for so many years to be 
an exemplary school district. Our students deserve nothing 
less.

Sincerely,
Mary Graf, teacher

Change is a Part of Life
My name is Karen Mueller and I have taught at Cedar 

Springs Public Schools since 1987. This year I will be re-
tiring. My husband has terminal cancer and is feeling well 
enough to travel, so off we’ll go!  I will miss my precious 
students very much, but change is a part of life.

Through the years, I’ve seen many changes at our school.  
Every change was made for the good of our students. I’m 
not saying I’ve agreed with every change, but I know the 
people who made the changes have always worked for what 
was best for our kids.  Change is a part of life.

Currently I’m excited about my smaller class sizes and 
having a counselor in the building. During my time at 
CSPS I have taught over two thousand children, and loved 
every single one of them.  I have worked under six super-
intendents and eight principals.  I did not agree with every 
decision they made, but I am part of a team, so I enthusias-
tically did my best in every new program that we offered. 
Change is a part of life.

We will always see change in education. There should be 
change in education. I hope we can all work together, like 
we expect our children to. Every teacher and administra-
tor, past and present, truly cares about our kids. We need 
to do what we expect of our youngest children, “We need 
kind hands, kind hearts, and listening ears.” I’ve enjoyed 
working with our current administration at CSPS and I un-
derstand change is a part of life. Give change a chance to 
continue improvement for our district and for our kids.

Karen Mueller, Cedar Springs



tomer’s pain points. 
For example, “What 
I heard is that the 
odor in your re-
stroom continues 
to be a problem, 
even though you’ve 
asked your service 
to fix it. What we 
will do is use a dis-
infectant that kills the germs causing the odor. That will help 
you have a restroom that consistently smells good for your 
customers and employees.”

3. Feel, felt, found is still a good formula for moving 
people from objections to closed deals. When a customer 
states an objection, try this: 

• Feel. Say something like, “I understand how you 
feel.” This lets customers know you heard them ex-
press their feelings, can relate, and understand why 
they feel the way they do. The customer feels validat-
ed instead of ignored.

• Felt. With a response such as, “Other people I’ve talk-
ed to have felt the same way,” you tell the customer 
the issue is not uncommon. He or she is not alone. It 
can be resolved. This also sets the rep up to position a 
way to positively address the issue and move on. 

• Found. “They found the situation improved right 
away after making the decision to ____.” Convey the 
idea that people get positive results and improvement 
after choosing your product or service.

The last step is to ask for the deal! Help your reps find a 
simple closing statement that works for them. My favorite: 
“OK, let’s get the paperwork signed so we can get started 
right away.”

If your sales team keeps these tips in mind and your cus-
tomers in their hearts, then you may find more sales on your 
books.

Diane Emo is Vice President of Marketing for Coverall 
North America, Inc.

by Diane emo

(NAPS)—If you own, run or work 
for any of the approximately 23 million 
small- to mid-sized businesses in Ameri-
ca, chances are, you want more sales. So, 
how do you make it happen? By showing 
customers you care. In this world of im-
personal interactions and instant commu-

nication, there’s enormous value and differentiation in creat-
ing empathy for the customer’s situation.

Sales training often piles on facts, figures and details that 
can turn a salesperson’s brain into a mish-mash of discon-
nected information with no context. So, keep it simple. Train 
salespeople to be empathetic, consultative professionals by 
building on the things they already know. They know how 
they expect to be treated as customers—because we are all 
customers, right? They know how they feel when people 
treat them unfairly or push them into a decision. They know 
when someone is really listening to them, not pretending. So, 
start with a customer context as a way to build your story.

Here is a three-step path toward building customer empa-
thy in your sales teams.

1. Listen for emotion to find customer pain points: An 
interesting thing happens when salespeople ask questions: 
customers talk. What’s going on here? How long has that 
been going on? What have you tried so far to fix it? Here’s 
the secret: listen for emotion in their words—disappointed, 
frustrated, angry, tried repeatedly, no response. Then, repeat 
the customer’s exact words to confirm their pain point. “It 
sounds like you’re pretty frustrated...” Pain points are the is-
sues or problems that are significant enough for the customer 
to make a change—and buy from you instead.

2. Teach a simple consulting model for value-based 
conversations focused on the customer’s pain points. I write 
3 columns on the whiteboard labeled “What I heard (pain 
point),” “What we will do (solution),” and “That will help 

you (value).” Then, I ask the 
rep to give me one of her cus-

The Cedar Springs Post Page 6   Thursday, March 17, 2016

BuSINESS / FINaNCE$ $

Tough

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 

Seth Donnan 
Financial Advisor 

4027 17 Mile Rd 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 
616-696-9370

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Should You Change Your Investment 
Mix Over Time?

To be successful at investing, some 
people think they need to “get in on the 
ground floor” of the next “big thing.” 
However, instead of waiting for that one 
“hot” stock that may never come along, 
consider creating an asset allocation – a mix 
of investments – that’s appropriate for your 
needs, goals and risk tolerance.

But once you have such a mix, should 
you keep it intact forever, or will you need 
to make some changes? And if so, when?

To begin with, why is asset allocation 
important? Different types of investments 
– growth stocks, income-producing stocks, 
international stocks, bonds, government 
securities, real estate investment trusts, 
and so on – have unique characteristics, 
so they rarely rise or fall at the same time. 
Thus, owning a mix of investments can 
help reduce the forces of market volatility. 
(Keep in mind, though, that allocation does 
not ensure a profit or protect against loss.) 
Your particular mix will depend on your 
investment time horizon, comfort with risk, 
and financial goals.

When you are young, and starting out 
in your career, you may want your asset 
allocation to be more heavily weighted 
toward stocks and stock-based investments. 
Stock investments historically have provided 
the greatest returns over the long term – 
although, as you’ve probably heard, past 
performance can’t guarantee future results 
– and you will need this growth potential to 
help achieve your long-term goals, such as a 
comfortable retirement. Stocks also carry a 
greater degree of investment risk, including 
the risk of losing principal, but when you 
have many years to invest, you have time to 
potentially overcome the inevitable short-
term declines.

Once you reach the middle-to-later stages 
of your career, you may have achieved 

some of your goals that required wealth 
accumulation, such as sending your children 
to college. However, what is likely your 
biggest long-term goal – retirement – still 
awaits you, so you may not want to scale 
back too much on your stocks and other 
growth-oriented investments. Nonetheless, 
including an allocation to bonds can help 
to reduce some of the volatility of the stock 
portion of your portfolio.

Now, fast forward to just a few years 
before you retire. At this point, you may 
want to lower your overall risk level, 
because, with retirement looming, you 
don’t have much time to bounce back from 
downturns – and you don’t want to start 
withdrawing from your retirement accounts 
when your portfolio is already going 
down. So, now may be the time to add 
bonds and other fixed-income investments. 
Again, though, you still need some growth 
opportunities from your investments – after 
all, you could be retired for two, or even 
three decades.

Finally, you’re retired. At this point, 
you should adjust your asset allocation 
to include enough income-producing 
investments – bonds, certificates of deposit, 
perhaps dividend-paying stocks – to help 
you enjoy the retirement lifestyle you’ve 
envisioned. Yet, you can’t forget that the 
cost of living will likely rise throughout 
your retirement. In fact, at a modest 3% 
inflation rate, the price of goods will more 
than double after 25 years. So even during 
retirement, you need your portfolio to 
provide some growth potential to help you 
avoid losing purchasing power.

By being aware of your asset allocation, 
and by making timely adjustments as 
necessary, you can provide yourself with 
the opportunities for growth and income 
that you will need throughout your life.

Creating customer 
empathy

Ex-spouse Benefits, 
Taxes, and You
By: stephanie holland, social security public affairs specialist

Mid-April features both Ex-Spouse Day and tax day. These two 
observances are extra important if you are an ex-spouse, because 
Social Security pays benefits to eligible former spouses. In addi-
tion, you may need to claim this income on your tax forms. 

If you are age 62, unmarried, and divorced from someone en-
titled to Social Security retirement or disability benefits, you may 
be eligible to receive benefits based on his or her record. To be el-
igible, you must have been married to your ex-spouse for 10 years 
or more. If you have since remarried, you can’t collect benefits on 
your former spouse’s record unless your later marriage ended by 
annulment, divorce, or death. Also, if you’re entitled to benefits 
on your own record, your benefit amount must be less than you 
would receive based on your ex-spouse’s work. In other words, 
we’ll pay the higher of the two benefits for which you’re eligible, 
but not both.

You can apply for benefits on your ex-spouse’s record even if he 
or she hasn’t retired, as long as you divorced at least two years be-
fore applying. The same rules apply for a deceased former spouse. 

The amount of benefits you get has no effect on the benefits 
of your ex-spouse and his or her current spouse. Visit Retirement 
Planner: If You Are Divorced at, www.socialsecurity.gov/retire2/
divspouse.htm to find all the eligibility requirements you must 
meet to apply as a divorced spouse. Our benefits planner gives 
you an idea of your monthly benefit amount. If your ex-spouse 
died after you divorced, you can still quality for widow’s benefits. 
You’ll find information about that in a note at the bottom of the 
website. 

Visit www.socialsecurity.gov/retire2/divspouse.htm today to 
learn whether you’re eligible for benefits on your ex-spouse’s re-
cord. That could mean a considerable amount of monthly income. 
What you learn may bring a smile to your face … even on tax day!

Stephanie Holland is the Public Affairs Specialist for West 
Michigan.  You can write her c/o Social Security Administration, 
455 Bond St Benton Harbor MI 49022 or via email at stephanie.
holland@ssa.gov

ASK SCORE
By ernie Birge, sCore Counselor

SCORE: Your gateway to 
business success

Companies with a feel for empathy can be 
better able to encourage customers.

SCORE is here to help 
entrepreneurs, and owners 
of small to medium-sized 
businesses be more success-
ful. SCORE provides free 
business mentoring through 
more than 40 experienced 
individuals in our Grand 
Rapids Chapter. These vol-
unteers offer more than 400 
years of business manage-
ment experience in many 
different areas.

 If you have a vision of 
a new business you want 
to start, contact us and let 
us mentor you through the 
process of establishing a 
formal plan for your busi-
ness.  We’ll show you how 
to plan your startup. We’ll 
help you analyze the com-
petition you will face and 
learn how to show your po-
tential customers why they 
should do business with 
you. Your SCORE mentor 
will help you determine the 
financial resources you will 
need to have available as 
you get ready to open your 
doors for business.

 If you have an established 
business and you feel chal-
lenged in these challenging 
times, contact us and let 

one or more SCORE men-
tors review your business 
to help you shape a plan to 
grow your business. Your 
mentors will help you form 
a financial plan, look at your 
marketing activities, or sim-
ply listen to you and serve 
as a sounding board to give 
you a support system that 
helps you lead your busi-
ness. SCORE advisors can 
assemble a mentoring team 
with experts from different 
specialty areas to help you 
get advice in areas such as 
finance, marketing, human 
resources and management.

You can meet with 
SCORE just once or on a 
long-term basis. If you have 
a simple business question 
or just want an explanation 
of how a cash flow state-
ment works, SCORE can 
provide you with answers. 
However, you really get the 
best value from SCORE if 
you set up a series of con-
fidential meetings to talk 
about a business problem or 
opportunity.

There are many factors 
that support your success 
in your business: a focused 
business plan, hard work, 

quality products and ser-
vices—just to name a few.

Another contributing fac-
tor to small business suc-
cess is good advice. I en-
courage every entrepreneur 
that I talk with to seek out 
advisors. Note that I say 
mentors, not necessarily a 
single mentor. Small busi-
ness owners benefit from 
having access to numerous 
perspectives. The effective 
leader then takes these in-
sights and distills the ideas 
and advice into what is right 
for his or her business.

Small businesses repre-
sent economic prosperity in 
America and here in West-
ern Michigan. The success 
of small business is im-
portant to you as a business 
owner, to your employees 
and to this community. 

Get free and confidential 
counseling with SCORE, 
111 Pearl Street NW, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49503. Call 
(616) 771-0305. Visit our 
website at www.scoregr.org 
or email us at score@gran-
drapids.org.
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Tax Time

McBride Accounting

616-696-1599
123 South Main Street
Cedar Springs, MI

Robin Curtiss .........38 years exp.
Teresa O’Brien .........5 years exp.
Tim Coon ............... 20 years exp.

INCOME TAX PREPARATION
Very Reasonable Rates - Free E-File with tax preparation

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5pm 
Evenings By Appt. • Sat. 9am-3pmWalk-ins welcome

We are a 
Full Accounting Service

McBride Accounting

Checks in as little as 10 Days!
DEpEnDing on DatE FilED

ACTION TAX
SERVICE

10271 NORTHLAND DR. • ROCKFORD
www.actiontaxservice.com

EXPERT, AFFORDABLE TAX HELP

866-4704

National Association
of Tax Professionals

Member of

“Complex returns not a problem” 
Individuals • Businesses • LLCs • Partnerships • Corporations

Year-Round Service • Tax Planning • Out-of-State Returns
Bookkeeping • Payroll • Experienced Personnel

OUR
LOCATION

13 Mile Rd.

12 Mile Rd.Bell
Furniture

X

No
rth

lan
d D

r.

Call Now for an 
Appointment

Over
30

Years

ACTION TAX
SERVICE

10271 NORTHLAND DR. • ROCKFORD
www.actiontaxservice.com

EXPERT, AFFORDABLE TAX HELP

866-4704

National Association
of Tax Professionals

Member of

“Complex returns not a problem” 
Individuals • Businesses • LLCs • Partnerships • Corporations

Year-Round Service • Tax Planning • Out-of-State Returns
Bookkeeping • Payroll • Experienced Personnel

OUR
LOCATION

13 Mile Rd.

12 Mile Rd.Bell
Furniture

X

No
rth
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d D

r.

Call Now for an 
Appointment

Over
30

Years

Founded in 1989,
owner Jerry Coon
and his staff of tax 
professionals,
Kathy Anderson,
Rochel Barnes,
and Shannon Stock, 
have more than 60 
years of combined tax 
preparation experience.

(616) 874-7749
5426 Myers Lake Ave. NE • Belmont

Complete Individual & Business Tax Services
Also Specializing in Small Business Accounting

and Payroll Since 1991

Enrolled Agent – Accountant
Steven L. Friar, ABA

LOCAL, DEPENDABLE SERVICE!

Email: steve@fritax.com  www.fritax.com    

Five changes to watch for this tax seasonClaiming a tax de-
duction for medical 
and dental expenses
IRS Tax tip 2016-35
Your medical expenses may save you money at tax time, 
but a few key rules apply. Here are some tax tips to help you 
determine if you can deduct medical and dental expenses on 
your tax return:

•	 Itemize. You can only claim your medical expenses 
that you paid for in 2015 if you itemize deductions on 
your federal tax return.

•	 Income. Include all qualified medical costs that you 
paid for during the year, however, you only realize a 
tax benefit when your total amount is more than 10 
percent of your adjusted gross income.

•	 Temporary Threshold for Age 65.  If you or your 
spouse is age 65 or older, then it’s 7.5 percent of your 
adjusted gross income. This exception applies through 
Dec. 31, 2016.

•	 Qualifying Expenses.  You can include most medical 
and dental costs that you paid for yourself, your spouse 
and your dependents including:

*The costs of diagnosing, treating, easing or preventing 
disease.

*The costs you pay for prescription drugs and insulin.
*The costs you pay for insurance premiums for policies 

that cover medical care qualify.
*Some long-term care insurance costs.
Exceptions and special rules apply. Costs reimbursed by 

insurance or other sources normally do not qualify for 
a deduction. For more examples of costs you can and 
can’t deduct, see IRS Publication 502, Medical and 
Dental Expenses. You can get it on IRS.gov/forms 
anytime.

•	 Travel Costs Count.  You may be able to deduct travel 
costs you pay for medical care. This includes costs 
such as public transportation, ambulance service, tolls 
and parking fees. If you use your car, you can deduct 
either the actual costs or the standard mileage rate for 
medical travel. The rate is 23 cents per mile for 2015.

•	 No	Double	Benefit.  You can’t claim a tax deduction 
for medical expenses paid with funds from your 
Health Savings Accounts or Flexible Spending 
Arrangements. Amounts paid with funds from those 
plans are usually tax-free.

•	 Use the Tool.  Use the Interactive Tax Assistant tool 
on IRS.gov to see if you can deduct your medical 
expenses. It can answer many of your questions on 
a wide range of tax 
topics including the 
health care law.

Each and every taxpayer has 
a set of fundamental rights 
they should be aware of when 
dealing with the IRS. These are 
your Taxpayer Bill of Rights. 
Explore your rights and our 
obligations to protect them on 
IRS.gov.

(BPT) - This tax season brings changes you should know 
about as you’re preparing your 2015 return and planning 
for 2016 and beyond. Here are five areas to keep in mind.
There’s	a	delayed	filing	date.	
If you’re a procrastinator filing at the last minute, this 

year you have more time. Because Friday, April 15 is a fed-
eral holiday, your 2015 income tax return is due the follow-
ing Monday, April 18. This is also the due date to file for 
an extension until Oct. 15 or to make an IRA contribution 
for 2015.

“The due date to file your return or for an extension may 
also be affected by state law,” says Robert Fishbein, a vice 
president and general counsel at Prudential Financial. For 
example, if you live in Maine or Massachusetts, Monday 
April 18 is a state holiday and you don’t have to file returns 
until the 19th. But be careful, Fishbein warns, as the de-
layed filing date for the 2015 returns may not delay when 
you must make estimated tax payments.
There	are	new	steps	for	fighting	fraud	and	ID	theft.
Tax return preparation software may now require you to 

provide your driver’s license number for the IRS and state 
tax agencies to combat tax return fraud. “The rules here 
are tricky,” says Fishbein. “You have no legal obligation to 
provide that information or to have a driver’s license to file 
a tax return. But depending on your software, you may need 
to provide information to file your return. It’s possible that 
withholding your driver’s license will slow the process.”

Another new anti-ID theft/fraud measure is a 16-digit 
verification code for online filers. If the code is on your 
Form W-2, you’ll need to enter it when prompted by your 
tax software program. If you fail to provide the code, you 
won’t be able to e-file your return. “Not all Form W-2s will 
have the code,” Fishbein notes.

Note health care reporting changes. 
Again this year you must report “minimum essential cov-

erage,” or MEC. If you indicate so on line 61 of your Form 
1040, you won’t be subject to a penalty tax. This is the first 
year employers are required to report if coverage qualifies 
as MEC, and they must send the applicable form to you 
by March 31, 2016. “Of course, for early filers this means 
you may not have evidence of your coverage qualifying as 
MEC,” Fishbein says. “But assuming you know that you 
have MEC, you can still complete line 61 and file your re-
turn.”

If you do not have MEC, you must pay the penalty tax 
- currently $325 per adult and $162.50 per child, up to a 
maximum of $975 - for each month you weren’t covered, 
unless you can demonstrate you’re eligible for an exemp-
tion. Examples include if coverage is considered unafford-
able (more than 8 percent of household income per person), 
if you had a short coverage gap (fewer than three months), 

or if your income is below the tax return filing threshold.
Watch for retroactive reinstatements. 
Until the end of 2014, taxpayers had been permitted for 

some time to deduct the greater of their state income tax or 
their state sales tax. This helped residents of states, such as 
Florida and Texas, that don’t have an income tax. The Pro-
tecting Americans from Tax Hikes Act of 2015 retroactive-
ly extended this provision for 2015. For those who have not 
tracked their state sales tax payments, there’s a table that 
provides a safe harbor deduction based on income. Also, 
the sales tax from the 2015 purchase of a new automobile 
can be added to the sales tax from the table.

Also reinstated retroactively to the beginning of 2015 is a 
provision allowing distributions from an IRA to be paid di-
rectly to a charity and excluded from income. “The amount 

WatCh - continues on page 17
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeek

HHometownometown
Happenings

hometown happenings articles are a community service 
for	 non-profit	 agencies	 only.	 Due	 to	 popular	 demand	
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. this is 
not guaranteed space. articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your hometown happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name 
and phone number for any questions we may have.

Actress Marian Seldes 
earned what title in the Guiness 

Book of  World Records after 
appearing in the thriller 

“Deathtrap” on Broadway?
Answer the question and bring your answers 
to one of the performances of “Murder at the 
Kent” on March 30-31 & April 1 at The Kent 

Theatre to be entered to win prizes that night. 

Solve the Riddles - Win Prizes!Courtland-Oakfield 
United Methodist 
Church

10295 Myers Lake Avenue NE • Just south of M-57
FridAy, MArch 18 - 4:30-7:00 PM

at

Battered Fried Fish, Baked Potato or 
Fresh-Cut French Fries,  Cole Slaw, 
Coffee & Punch, Dessert

3-piece  $9
2-piece  $7
1-piece  $5Eat in or carry out.   616-866-4298

Kent theatre
8 N. Main St., Cedar Springswww.kenttheatre.com

Live on 
Stage

616-696-SHOW(7469)

friday, March 18 @ 7pM

TickeTS: $500

Presented by Algoma Christian School

cO
m
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g
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O
n:

Saturday, March 19 @ 7pM

Mar. 31 - apr. 2Mar. 25-27

Presented by Cedar Springs 
Community Players

Mystery
at the kenT

Fish Fry
Mar. 18: Courtland-Oakfield United Methodist Church, 10295 
Myers Lake Ave., is hosting a Fish Fry on Friday, March 18th from 
4:30 to 7 pm. Battered fried fish, baked potato or fresh-cut French 
fries, cole slaw, coffee and punch, dessert. 3 pieces - $9, 2 pieces - 
$7, 1 piece - $5. Eat in or carry out. 616-866-4298. #10,11p

annual En Gedi auction
Mar. 18: Come Be Refreshed! Friday, March 18th with the High 
School cafeteria doors opening at 6 pm. This year’s event has 
many great items for you to choose from to include furniture, 
MSU football and basketball tickets, private golf session by MSU 
Coach Casey Lubahn, hotel stays, fine dining certificates, tools, 
hand-made dolls, private wild turkey and pheasant hunts, clothing, 
wood pellets, puzzles, and much more!!!! With a $10 entry 
donation you can enjoy delicious appetizers while you browse the 
items on the silent and live auction table. All funds earned on this 
event will be matched by CS Manufacturing. En Gedi is a Christ-
centered non-profit organization providing a FREE after school 
youth center, special high school and community events with a 
focus on building family. Donations of services or products (all are 

appreciated are greatly needed. Contact Sue Wolfe at 696-2246 or 
SueQ@hughes.net for tickets or for donation pick-ups. #10,11p

Lions Club Pancake Breakfast
Mar. 19: The Cedar Springs Lions Club’s Pancake Breakfast 
will be held this Saturday on March 19th from 7 – 11 am at the 
Cedar Springs United Methodist Church, on the corner of Main 
and Church. Adults $8 and Family $25. Pancakes, eggs, bacon, 
sausage, hash browns, juice, coffee. All you can eat. The next 
planned date is April 16th. Proceeds to assist sight conservation. 
#11

Mom2Mom Sale
Mar. 19: The Resurrection Lutheran Church, 180 S. Third St., 
Sand Lake is hosting a Mom2Mom sale on Saturday, March 19th 
from 9 am to 1 pm. For questions regarding the sale, please contact 
Nichole at 616-263-9662. #10,11p

annual Church Garage Sale
Mar. 19: Rockford Reformed Church, 4890 – 11 Mile Rd., 
Rockford, will be hosting their Annual Church Garage Sale on 
Saturday, March 19th from 9 am to 3 pm. Proceeds will go towards 
the youth ministries summer trips. For more information, call Deb 
Coon at 616-866-4829. #11p

Roast Beef Dinner
Mar. 20: The Rockford American Legion Post 102 on the corner 
of Northland Dr. and Rockford Park Dr. (330 Rockford Park Dr.), 
will be hosting a roast beef dinner on Sunday March 20th and every 
3rd Sunday of each month. Open to the public. We will be serving 
roast beef, mashed potatoes, gravy, corn, green beans, coleslaw, 
rolls, dessert, coffee and punch. Reasonably priced at $9 for adults, 
kids age 4 to 12 for $7 and under 4 years are free. Serving from 
11am to 3 pm. See ya there and bring the family! #10,11p

Dinner at the Legion
Mar. 21: American Legion, 80 S. Main St. Cedar Springs, is 
hosting a roast beef and onion dinner on Monday, March 21st, from 
5 – 7 pm. Included will be mashed potatoes, veggies, roll, drink 
and dessert. The cost is $9 for adults, children (15 and younger) 
$4.00. Come and enjoy home cooking. Take out is available. 616-
696-9160.  #11p

Good Friday Walk and Remember 
Mar. 25: Walk to each of the Sand Lake Village Churches and 
listen to the thoughts of characters that experienced the crucifixion 
first hand. Friday, March 25th from noon to 1:30 pm. Our walk 
begins at Resurrection Lutheran Church (just south of town on 
Northland Dr.), with stops at the Full Gospel Church, Downtown 
Pavilion, Mary Queen of Apostles, and the United Methodist 
Church. Transportation will be provided back to the Lutheran 
Church. Children and families are encouraged to join us. #10-12p

Easter Egg-Stravaganza
Mar. 26: An Easter Egg-Stravaganza, a celebration for children 
will be held on Saturday, March 26th from 1 to 2:30 pm at the 
Solon Center Wesleyan Church. All children 10 years and under 
are invited to attend. There’ll be games, an Easter Egg hunt, and 
a special Easter presentation. Two bicycles will be given away as 
grand prizes! For more information go to: scwchurch.com or call 
the church office  at 616-696-3229. The church is located at 15671 
Algoma Ave., just north of 19 Mile Rd. All welcome! #11,12p

Learn to Play the ukulele
Mar. 30: During this hour and a half workshop you will learn the 
basics of playing the Ukulele. This fun and relaxed program will 
teach you the basic chords, rhythm and strumming you’ll need to 
play a few songs by the end of the workshop. Our instructor, Dean 
Wiers-Windemuller of Southtown Guitar will lead the hands-
on workshop. Players of all levels are welcome and no prior 
experience is necessary. Pre-registration is required. For teens 
grades 6-12. Wednesday, March 30th at 3:30 pm at the Nelson 
Township/Sand Lake KDL Branch, 88 Eighth St., 616-636-4251. 
#11

HCNC’s Spring Break Day Camp
Apr. 4: Spring Break 2016 is right around the corner! Howard 
Christensen Nature Center’s Spring Day Camp begins on April 
4th and runs the entire week. Crafts, exploring the property, and 
getting up close  and personal with animals only begins to scratch 
the surface of this fun filled week! Registration is now open. 
HCNC is located at 16160 Red Pine Dr., Kent City, 616-675-3158. 
www.howardchristiansen.org. #11

Gaither Vocal Band coming to 
Sunshine Church

On Friday, April 8, at Sun-
shine Community Church in 
Grand Rapids, multi-Grammy 
Award-winner Bill Gaither will 
host a spectacular evening of 
music, laughter and encourage-
ment featuring the talent of the 
prestigious Gaither Vocal Band.

The Gaither Vocal Band, 
with the all-star line-up of Da-
vid Phelps, Wes Hampton, 
Adam Crabb, Todd Suttles, and 
Bill Gaither, will share time-
less gospel classics, as well as 
refreshing, inspiring new favor-
ites embraced by audiences of 
all ages and backgrounds. Few 
events have the ability unite in-
dividuals from all walks of life 
the way Gaither concerts do. 

Year after year, Bill Gaither has brought the Homecoming Tour 
into cities worldwide, performing to packed houses with collec-
tive attendance figures exceeding 1.1 million people and being 
ranked among the top concerts for tickets sold worldwide in any 
music genre during the past decade.  Each concert showcases gos-
pel music’s finest talent and draws new listeners with every city. 
This Tour stop will feature the multi-award winning Gaither Vocal 
Band, and showcase many of the songs included on their latest, 
Sometimes It Takes A Mountain recording. Joining The Gaither 
Vocal Band for this special evening will be talented female vocal-
ist, Charlotte Ritchie and powerful male vocalist Gene McDonald, 
as well as guitarist and comedian, Kevin Williams.

Gaither continues to be delighted by audiences’ response to the 

concerts, now more than 40 
years after he quit his day job as 
a teacher. “I’ve always said it all 
starts with a great song, and we 
are fortunate that each concert 
includes great songs that have 
stood the test of time. With all 
the musical choices that are 
available now, there is still a 
special place for the joy and 
optimism that resides in Gospel 
music. Good news never gets 
old.”

Named ASCAP’s Songwrit-
ers of the Century, Bill and Glo-
ria Gaither have written more 
than 700 popular gospel songs 
throughout their multi-decade 
career, including favorite stan-
dards “He Touched Me,” Be-
cause He Lives,” and “There’s 
Just Something About That 
Name.” Since 1992, when 

Gaither began recording the celebrated Homecoming series of 
DVDs and CDs, most every volume has gone gold or platinum 
with sales totaling approximately 100 million volumes. The pro-
grams appear regularly on television networks around the world.

This Gaither Vocal Band concert at the Sunshine Community 
Church in Grand Rapids, MI, will celebrate timeless themes of 
faith, unity and eternal hope through a variety of music the whole 
family will enjoy.  The concert will begin at 7:00pm. Complete 
information, including ticket pricing, is available by calling 616-
364-4242 or visiting www.gaither.com or www.premierproduc-
tions.com. To charge tickets by phone call 1-855-484-1991 or visit 
www.premierproductions.com. Group tickets are also available 
by calling 1-855-484-1991.

Losing the shirt off your back
A woman who played cards one night each month 

with a group of friends was concerned because she 
always woke up her husband when she came home 
around 11:30. 

One night after cards, she did her best not to wake 
him. She undressed in the living room and, purse over 
her arm, tiptoed nude into the bedroom—only to find 
her husband sitting up in bed, reading.

“Good grief woman!” he exclaimed. “Did you lose 
everything?”
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Save 77% on Omaha Steaks

Try a little 
TENDERNESS®

1-800-918-0216 ask for 40332XVJ
www.OmahaSteaks.com/sp32

Limit 2 pkgs. at this price. Your 4 free sausages will be 
sent to each shipping address that includes the Family 
Gourmet Feast 40332. Limit of 1 free box of 4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa 
Sausages per shipment. Standard S&H will be added per 
address. Not valid with other o� ers. Expires 5/3/16. ©2015 
OCG | 601B120 | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

The Family Gourmet Feast
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
15 oz. pkg. All-Beef Meatballs
4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

40332XVJ | Reg. $219.91

Now Only $4999

PLUS, 4 more 

Kielbasa 
Sausages

FREE!“Our house 
smelled 
amazing 

while this 
cooked!”

Juicy and Delicious Ham with Peachy Brown Sugar Glaze
By Janet Tharpe

Sharing Hometown Recipes, Cooking Tips and Coupons

What You Need
9 lb bone-in spiral cut  
   ham, fully cooked
1 c peach preserves
1 c brown sugar
3/4 c dijon mustard
1/2 c white cranberry/ 
   peach juice
1 pinch ground cloves
1 can sliced peaches,  
   for garnish

ADDITIONAL GLAZE 
FOR SLOW COOKER
1/2 c peach preserves
1/2 c brown sugar
6 tbsp dijon mustard
1/4 c white cranberry/ 
   peach juice

Ham with Peachy  
Brown Sugar Dijon Glaze

Directions
• Preheat oven to 350. Put 
about 1 c of water in the 
bottom of a roasting pan 
with a rack. Place ham 
meat side down on rack.

• Mix remaining 
ingredients in a large cup 
you can pour from.

• Pour 1/2 the glaze over 
ham. Make sure to get 
in-between the spirals 
but leave plenty to pour 
on top to drip down the 
sides as well.

• Cover ham loosely with 
aluminum foil. 

• Bake on for 50-60 min.
• Remove foil. Pour the 
other 1/2 of glaze on ham 

and return to oven for 
an additional 20-30 min 
uncovered.

• While ham is cooking, 
make additional 1/2 
batch of glaze. Set aside.

• Remove ham from oven.
• Cut ham off bone and 
place in slow cooker.

• Pour juices from the pan 
over ham as well as the 
additional glaze. 

• Turn slow cooker to 
warm or low to keep 
warm.

• Place ham on a serving 
platter and surround with 
drained sliced peaches 
for garnish.

www.justapinch.com/peachyham
Submitted by: Annette W., Lincoln, NE (pop. 258,379)

Brought to you by American Hometown Media

Annette W. 
Lincoln, NE
(pop. 258,379)

Annette W.’s Ham with Peach Brown Sugar Dijon Glaze 
is peachy! Traditionally, I use pineapple with my ham so 

the peach added a great, new flavor. The glaze is wonderfully 
sweet. By preparing the ham early and keeping it warm in a 
slow cooker, it’ll leave you tons of time to work on the rest of 
your Easter meal.  

See step-by-step photos of Annette’s recipe plus 
thousands more from home cooks nationwide at: 

www.justapinch.com/peachyham
You’ll also find a meal planner, coupons and chances to 

win! Enjoy and remember, use “just a pinch”...

-Janet

My School Color Run
The Cedar Springs Senior Class of 2016  All 

Night Party Committee is hosting the first ever 
My School Color Run fundraising event on 
April 30, 2016.

You can walk, jog, and run your way toward 
a healthier life while raising funds for the Cedar 
Springs Senior All Night Party!

The Color Run is open to everyone in the 
community. It is an untimed fun run held on a 
designated cross country course. Throughout 
the course, participants will experience color 
splash zones where they’ll be doused in color! 
All ages are welcome. Make it a family event!

The event will be held at Cedar View Ele-
mentary, 204 E Muskegon St, on the Cedar 
Springs Public Schools campus. Check in be-
gins at 8:00 a.m., and the run begins at 9:00 a.m.

Registration is $35 for adults 
(19 and up) and $25 for children 
(18 and under). Group rate dis-
counts available through online 
registration only. 

Register early for discounted 
pricing! Registration includes a 
race bib, color packet, and tshirt if 
you register by 4/13/16. You can 
pick up your items at the registra-
tion table the day of the event.

Register at www.CedarSprings-
ColorRun.EventBrite.com

For more information about the 
Cedar Springs My School Color 
Run event, visit us online at http://
www.CedarSpringsColorRun.EventBrite.com.
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Solon Center 
Wesleyan 

Church 

15671 Algoma Avenue, 
Cedar Springs

Just North of 19 Mile Road

616-696-3229

www.scwchurch.org

March 27th

Saturday, March 26th  1:00-2:30pm
For kids 0-10 years

God wants a relationship with you. Take time to worship at one of 
the following churches during Holy Week next week and let God 
prepare your heart to celebrate the joy of Easter!

CEDAR SPRINGS
Passion of the Christ movie showing
March 20: The Knights of Columbus are presenting the movie 
“The Passion of the Christ” on Palm Sunday, March 20, at the 
Cedar Springs High School auditorium, 204 E. Muskegon. Doors 
open at 1 p.m. Donation $2.00. Rated R for sequences of graphic 
violence.

Community Good Friday Service 
March 25: You are invited to join together in worship with the 
churches of Cedar Springs for our community Good Friday 
service at 6:30 p.m. on Friday, March 25, at The Springs Church, 
where we will remember and mark the death and crucifixion of 
Jesus. Childcare is provided for birth through 5th grade by Pine 

Ridge Bible Camp. The church is located at 135 
N. Grant Street, Cedar Springs. This program is 
being sponsored by the Cedar Springs Ministerial 
Association.

Calvary Assembly of God
Meeting in Red Hawk Elementary—Cedar Springs Public 
Schools campus. 
March 27: Easter service at 10:30 a.m.

Cedar Springs United Methodist 
140 S. Main St., Cedar Springs, MI 49319
March 24: Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00 p.m.
March 27: Easter Sunrise Service 8:00 a.m.
Easter Breakfast at 9:00 a.m.
Easter Worship Service at 10:15 a.m.

East Nelson United Methodist Church
9024 18 Mile Rd. NE, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

March 27: Easter morning 
worship at 9:30 a.m. 
Easter Brunch to follow 
worship.

First Baptist Church
233 S. Main Street, Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319
March 25:  Good Friday 
Service at 7 p.m.
March 27:  Easter Sonrise 
Service at 9 a.m.
Easter Worship at 10:45 a.m.

Hillcrest Community 
Church
5994 18 Mile Rd. Cedar 
Springs, MI
March 27: Easter Sonrise 
service 9 a.m. 
Easter breakfast following 
Sonrise service.
Easter worship at 10:45 a.m.

Pilgrim Bible
West Pine Street, Cedar 
Springs, MI

March 27: Easter morning worship 10:45 a.m.

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church
3592 17 Mile RD NE, (next to Meijer), Cedar Springs
March 27: Easter Sunday Service, 10 a.m.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
15671 Algoma Ave, Cedar Springs, MI  
March 26: Saturday Easter Eggstravaganza, Egg hunt and 
more 1-2:30 p.m.
March 27: Easter morning worship Services, 9:30 & 11:15 a.m.

St. John Paul II Catholic Church 
3110 17 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI
March 24: Thursday, 7 p.m. Mass of the Lord’s Supper.
March 25: Good Friday, noon, The Passion of the Lord.
March 26: 8 p.m., Holy Saturday Easter Vigil.

The Springs Church
35 N. Grant St., Cedar Springs (Corner of Oak & Grant)
www.thespringschurch.info
March 25: Community Good Friday Service 6:30 p.m.
March 27: Easter Celebration Services 9:45 and 11:15 a.m.

ROCKFORD
Courtland-Oakfield	United	Methodist	Church
10295 Myers Lake Ave., Rockford (just north of 12 Mile)
March 24: Maundy Thursday Breakfast & Communion 9:30 a.m.
March 26: Saturday Easter Eggstravaganza egg hunt and more 
noon to 1:30 p.m.
March 27: Easter morning worship at 10 a.m.

Grace Evangelical Free
4714 13 Mile Rd, Rockford, MI 49341
www.gracerockford.com
March 26: Easter Carnival from 10:00-11:30 a.m.
March 27: Worship Services at 9 and 11 a.m.

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church
1200 Post Dr. NE, Belmont (at the corner of Post and Pine Island 
drives)
March 20:  Palm Sunday Worship and Eucharist 10 a.m.
March 24:  Maundy Thursday Worship and Eucharist 7 p.m.
March 25:  Stations of the Cross at noon.
March 27:  Easter Sunday Breakfast at 8:30 a.m.
Worship and Eucharist at 10 am.

Rockford Springs Community Church
March 24: Maundy Thursday 7:00pm
March 27: Easter Morning Worship 9:30am

EAStER SERvICES 2016

Continues on next page
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Come see us  monday-friday 10-7 and saturday 10-3  

Office# 616-918-6677 EASY Financing for Everyone!

300HP, 
30MPG HWY, 
LeatHer, 
Moonroof, 
Loaded! 

2012 Chevy
Impala lTZ

4X4, 
93K MiLes, 
Moonroof, 
4.2L 6CYL.
   

2007 Chevy 
TraIlblaZer lS

4X4, V6, 
CLearCoat 
MetaL bLue,
onLY 83K 
MiLes

2006 Ford
eSCape XlT

Price droP!
$7,850

HeMi, Quad Cab, 
Heated LeatHer, 
toW PaCKaGe, 
tonneau CoVer,
Loaded! 
110K MiLes

2007 dodge 
ram laramIe 4X4

4 CYL., 
71,653 MiLes
Great Gas 
MiLeaGe, 
Cd, 
air

2013 Ford 
FuSIon Se 

Price droP!
$12,450

V6,
beautifuL, 
onLY 72K MiLes

2008 Ford
eSCape XlT

Price droP!
$9,250

2.0 eCoboost, 
4Wd, 
Heated seats, 
sHarP! 

2013 Ford
eSCape Se

$9,495

Sold $17,995
suPerCreW, 
4X4, 
Heated LeatHer, 
Loaded

2007 Ford 
F-150 larIaT

onLY 63K 
MiLes!! 
eXt Cab, 
Cd, 
4.0 6CYL.

2006 Ford 
ranger SporT 4X4

$12,750

4CYL, 
Great Gas 
MiLeaGe,
Cd/auX,
140K MiLes

2009 dodge
Journey Se

Price droP!
$7,950

Call Brent or Chris TODAY at 616.918.6677

Cd, 
LeatHer, 
tinted WindoWs, 
V6

2008 ChrySler 
300

$9,850

$7,500
38MPG!
5 sPeed, 
HatCHbaCK, 
saLsa red

2013 ChevroleT 
Spark

onLY 66K 
MiLes, 
4CYL, 
30+MPG, 
CLean

2010 ChevroleT 
hhr

$15,995

sHarP faMiLY 
HauLer, 
88K MiLes, 
V6, 
duaL PoWer 
sLiders

2010 ChrySler 
Town & CounTry 

$10,775
TourIng

 2012 maZda 6 

2.5 4CYL., 
72K MiLes, 
Cd, 
31MPG.

tourinG ed., 
4CYL., 
86K MiLes, 
HatCHbaCK

2009 hyundaI 
elanTra

$8,995

$10,900

Guaranteed finanCinG
SmartChoice Automotive

195 N MAiN ST. CeDAr SpriNgS, Mi 

Spring Sun, 
Here We come

Sale

Sold

Sold

SAND LAKE
Community Good Friday service
March 25: Good Friday Walk and Remember Noon to 1:30 p.m.
Walk begins at Resurrection Lutheran (180 S. 3rd Street) and ends 
at Sand Lake United Methodist (65 W Maple St. Sand Lake (NW 
corner of the park).

Church of the Full Gospel
East Lake St, Sand Lake (Corner of E Lake and 1st St)
March 27: Easter Service at 11 a.m.

Huggard Bible Church
8860 21 Mile Rd, Sand Lake 
March 27: Sun Rise Breakfast 7:45 a.m.
March 27: Extended Easter Service 9:30 a.m.

Resurrection Lutheran Church
180 S. 3rd Street (Northland Dr.) Sand Lake, MI
March 20: Palm Sunday Service 9:30 a.m., Egg hunt for children 
to follow
March 25: Good Friday Service 7:00 p.m.
March 27: Easter Breakfast 8:00 a.m.
Worship Service 9:30 a.m.

Mary Queen of Apostles Catholic Church
1 W. Maple  Sand Lake, MI
March 25:  Good Friday 6:30 Evening Prayer and Stations of the 
Cross. (Especially for those who could not attend the Passion of 
the Lord Liturgy earlier in the day.)
March 27: Easter Sunday Morning masses at 7:30 a.m. and 9 :30 
a.m. 
Easter Egg Hunt after 9:30 Mass for children thru the 5th grade.

Sand Lake United Methodist Church
65 W Maple St. Sand Lake (NW corner of the park)
March 25: Good Friday Walk and Remember 12noon to 1:30p.m.
(Walk begins at Resurrection Lutheran and ends at Sand Lake 
United Methodist)
March 27: Easter Sonrise Service 8 a.m. with free breakfast to 
follow.

South Ensley United Methodist
13600 Cypress, Sand Lake (Corner of Cypress and 136th St)
March 24: Thursday Seder (Passover) Service 6 p.m.
March 27: Easter Sunday Service 10:55 a.m.

SPARtA
North Kent Community
1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE, Sparta, MI
March 27: Easter service, 10 a.m.

Five unique ways to enjoy your favorite 
Easter candy
FAMILy FEATURES 

The best parts of holiday celebrations 
are the special traditions that form last-
ing memories. Make Easter the most 
egg-cellent holiday by inspiring new 
traditions and creative activities, crafts 
and recipes for your family to enjoy for 
years to come.

1. Sweet Egg Decorating
Many people celebrate the Easter 

holiday with brightly decorated hard-
boiled eggs, but why not decorate choc-
olate eggs, too, for a sweet twist on a 
traditional favorite holiday craft. You 
can use frosting and additional candy to 
decorate chocolate eggs, such as Cad-
bury Crème Egg Candy, in similar fashion to traditional 
eggs.

2. Candy Dish Treats
Think candy is only reserved for Easter baskets? Try fill-

ing a glass vase with your favorite colorful candies to cre-
ate a colorful, delicious candy dish the whole family can 
enjoy. Place faux flowers in the candy-filled vase and tie 
a bow of festive ribbon around it to create a simple, sweet 
arrangement.

3. Share with the Easter Bunny
Santa isn’t the only one who likes sweets; this year, leave 

candies out for the Easter Bunny, too. Share this “hoppy” 
new tradition with family and friends using #HersheysEast-
er and make it part of your annual Easter Eve ritual.

4. Easter Egg Hunt Prep
Step up your Easter egg hunt game by setting up prep 

stations with everything your family will need. Equip them 
with decorative baskets to put their eggs in, leave clues of 
where the eggs are hidden on festive note cards and get 
them started with a sweet treat, such as their favorite candy, 
to kick it off. 

5. Cooking with Candy
An Easter basket isn’t the only way you can enjoy sweets. 

Get creative in the kitchen and find new ways to enjoy 
your favorite candies, such as this recipe that combines ice 

cream, cookies and Cadbury Crème Egg Candy for a one-
of-a-kind dessert.

For more Easter inspiration and delicious recipes, visit 
CelebrateWithHersheys.com.

Candy Egg Ice Cream Sandwiches
Serves: 4 
2  cups vanilla ice cream
3  Cadbury Crème Egg Candy
8  large sugar cookies

1/4  c u p 
Cadbury Mini 
Eggs Candy

Set ice cream 
on counter for 
15-20 minutes, 
or until it be-
gins to thaw 
and is easy to 
scoop.

Unwrap and 
chop egg candy into small pieces. Pour candy pieces (in-
cluding gooey center off knife and cutting board) into me-
dium mixing bowl. 

CanDY - continues on page 17



Cedar Springs Youth 
Wrestling Club trav-
eled to Brighton, Fre-
mont, Carson City 
and Ann Arbor last 
weekend to compete 
in several tournaments 
marking the end of the 
regular season. Twen-
ty-two wrestlers, sev-
eral coaches and their 
families represented 
our community with 
great sportsmanship. 
As they head into the 
MYWAY Region-
al Championships 
at Northview High 
School March 19-
20, their hard work 
and dedication will 
determine whether 
they qualify for the 
State Championship 
in Battle Creek on April 3. 
If you see them in school 
or around town give them 
a high five and tell them 
congratulations on a hard 
fought, respectable season.

Two wrestlers traveled to 
Brighton High School for 
the Border Wars Monster 

Medal Tournament. Hud-
son Crystal placed 3rd in 
the 72lb 08-07 Open divi-
sion. His fastest tech fall 
was 2:10, 3rd fastest in his 
age bracket and 11th over 
all. He qualified for the 
2016 Border Wars Folkstyle 
Nationals at the Kellogg 
Arena! They finished their 

day with 5 wins-3 losses.
Ten wrestlers traveled to 

Fremont High School. Car-
ter Falan finished 4th, Da-
vid DeWeese finished 3rd, 
Brandson Wood and Blake 
Pickard finished 2nd. Dako-
ta Winchel and Annabelle 
Wood were our first place 
Champions! They finished 

the day with 14 wins-18 
losses and had 7 pins in a 
total time of 12:27. Carter 
Falan had 2 pins in a total 
time of 2:30, the fastest 
one for the team being :39. 
Chasyn Winchel had the 
fastest technical fall in 2 
minutes.
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HospiceMarshal

sporTs

Rock City 
Indoor BMX 
Double, 
Double race 
weekend

Come join us for our 
Race For Life on Saturday, 
March 19.  No membership 
required and all proceeds 
go to benefit Leukemia 
Lymphoma Society. If you 
have been out of the game 
for a while or recently prac-
ticed on a One Day pass and 
would want to try again, all 
you have to do is show up 
with your $20 dollar dona-
tion and we will sign you 
up to race. As a bonus, it’s a 
double point race. Registra-
tion is from 3 p.m. to 4:30 
p.m., racing starts at 5 p.m.

On Sunday, March 20, 
RCIBMX is hosting its State 
Qualifier race. Michigan’s 
USABMX State Series is a 
fun program that gets riders 
out to other Michigan tracks 
and exposes them to differ-
ent techniques against kids 
of their own age level and 
proficiency. Registration is 
from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. and 
racing will start ASAP. This 
is also a double point race.

So visit RCIBMX this 
weekend for two double 
point races at 1220 N. La-
fayette St. in Greenville, 
Michigan. Admission is al-
ways free and don’t forget 
we have open $8 practice 
on Friday, March 18, from 
6 p.m. to 10 p.m.  See you 
there!

For more info, contact 
Tracy at 616-696-3368.

Youth wrestlers earn medalsWMP grapplers 
earn top spots
By Barbra Chong

Shown here is Josh Howard, a 9/10 year old champion.

West Michigan Pursuit traveled to Brighton for the Border 
Wars Monster Medals, Carson City and Fremont this past week-
end. Twenty-five grapplers placed in the top five out of the 31 
entered. Sixty-two victories were claimed this weekend putting 
WMP at a 64 percent win ratio. 

Highlights of the weekend were Aaiden Vasquez, who battled 
5-1 for a true second placement. Drew Moro also had an im-
pressive day. He bumped up an age group and weight class for 
second placement. Individual placements are as follows:

Fifth Place medalist includes 59 lb Kameron Ogden (Border 
Wars), 9/10 age group.

Fourth Place medalists include 100 lb Gage Bowen (Carson 
City) 9/10 age group and 130 lb Isaac Casey, 9/10 age group.

Third Place medalists include 163 lb Xavier Anderson, High 
School division; 143 Jordan Andrus, High School division; 59 
lb Michael Cannon (Border Wars) 9/10 age group and 138/145 
lb Zak Schmid, 13/14 age group.

Second Place Medalists include 80 lb Logan Bennett (Carson 
City) 9/10 age group; 55 lb Quinten Cassiday, 7/8 age group; 
75/80 lb Xavier Contreras, 11/12 age group; 55/58 lb Logan 
Galinis, 6 & under age group; 67 lb Caden Kelley, 7/8 age 
group; 58 lb Drew Moro (Border Wars) 7/8 age group; 64 lb 
Tyler Parmeter, 7/8 age group; 52 lb Aaiden Vasquez, 6 & under 
age group and 55 lb Josh Vasquez (Border Wars) 7/8 age group.

Champions are 133 lb Michael Carrasco, High School divi-
sion; 61 lb Chayson Eberspeaker (Carson City) 6 & under age 
group; 58 lb Luke Egan, 7/8 age group; 155 Jacob Galinis, High 
School division; 85 lb Josh Howard, 9/10 age group; 46/49 lb 
Jayden Marcano-Cruz, 7/8 age group; 72 lb Blake Peasley (Car-
son City) 7/8 age group; 148 lb Lucus Pienton, High School 
division and 64 lb Isaiah Sostenes, 7/8 age group. 

“My team is stepping up their training this week as we head to 
Regionals for the opportunity to compete at the State Finals next 
week. In order to secure their place, they must place in the top 
four. I have the highest confidence in these kids to do so” said 
Head Coach, Dave Andrus.

Youth - continues on page 17



improvement throughout the 
season, ending with a 4-10 re-
cord.

The CTA boys team came 
out with great intensity after the 
senior festivities had ended. Ju-
nior Brandon Beck and soph-
omore Dawson Armstrong got 
started early, and the Chargers 
never looked back, holding a 
comfortable double digit lead 
throughout the majority of the 
game, winning by 15.

The Chargers varsity team 
finished with their best record 
in four years, at 8-6. With 
no seniors on the team, and 
growth and maturity expected 
over the next year, the Char-
gers could be an extremely dangerous team come next November. Congratulations on a great season, Chargers!

The CTA choir students 
presented a concert on 
March 3 to wrap up a very 
successful trimester of work. 
This concert featured all of 
our 7th graders as well as 
the high school students in 
Charger Voices. In addition, 
the concert also highlight-
ed two high school groups 
that have been rehearsing 
after school. The first group - 
Fifth Element - is made up of 
six singers who performed a 
difficult arrangement of a 
Pentatonix song. The other 
group was the Men's En-
semble, which is compiled 
of seven high school guys 
and two seventh grade guys 
who sang two powerful 
numbers and showcased the 
men’s sound. The choir pro-
gram has continued to grow 
and thrive and as a result, this 
concert featured music that 
was more difficult than the first 
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Creative Technologies Academy

CTA BOYS BASKETBALL TEAM: Front (L to R): Casen Armstrong, Bailey Hawkins, 
James Hofstra, Jarod Bouma, Collin Bishop, Mason Dood, James Bishop. Back 
(L to R): Dawson Armstrong, Isaiah Piskun, Coach Scott Bultman, Charles Wortz, 
Brandon Beck, Luke Hubbard, John Wortz, Jackson Bowers

CTA Girls BAskeTBAll TeAm: Front (l to r): Gabriela Fahling, Bridget lass, Zoe lehman, Faith Watson, 
Holly Fahling, Autumn Watson, Cameron Medwayosh, Molly Wortz. Back (L to R): Assistant Coach Danielle 
Davies, Hannah Hofstra, Kaleigh Keech, Aubrey Slocum, Brianne Calkins, Shauna Russell, Tori Wierda, 
Sierra Medwayosh, Devin Slocum, Coach Steve Washington

CTA Calendar
MARCH
11  Student Early Release – (2 hours early)
  K-5 Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.
  6-12 Dismissal at 12:45 p.m.
  Popcorn Day
14 & 16 Girls Charging Ahead 3-4:30 p.m.
17  Girl Talk in Ms. Liscombe’s room 3-4:30 p.m.
21 & 23 Girls Charging Ahead 3-4:30 p.m.
25  Student Early Release – (2 hours early)
  K-5 Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.
  6-12 Dismissal at 12:45 p.m.
27 & 30 Girls Charging head 3-4:30 p.m.
29  Tryouts for Student Showcase in the   

 auditorium 11:30-3:00 p.m. 
31  CTA Student Showcase K-12 in the   

 auditorium 12:30-3:00 p.m.
  Girl Talk in Ms. Liscombe’s room 3-4:30 p.m.

APRIL
1-10 Spring Break
11 & 12 Girls Charging Ahead 3-4:30 p.m.
12  NHS Meeting during FIT
14  Girl Talk in Ms. Liscombe’s room 3-4:30 p.m.
15  Student Early Release – (2 hours early)
  K-5 Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.
  6-12 Dismissal at 12:45 p.m.  

Chargers Finish on High Note, Sweep Senior Night
 In their only home games of the year, the Creative 

Technologies Academy boys and girls basketball 
teams came up with great performances, winning 
both games against West Michigan Academy of En-
vironmental Science (WMAES).

In the first game, the Lady Chargers battled 
throughout, trailing by as many as 8 in the fourth 
quarter. Senior Aubrey Slocum and junior Holly 
Fahling came up with big baskets to give the Char-
gers their first lead of the quarter with only two min-
utes remaining. Stifling defense by 8th graders Han-
nah Hofstra and Faith Watson shut down WMAES, 
and the Lady Chargers went on to win their final 
home game at Grace Bible College, 34-30.

It was the last home game of the careers of Slo-
cum, Kaleigh Keech, and Shauna Russell. Many 
tears were shed, but it was exactly the way the se-
niors had hoped to go out, with many hugs passed 
around after the game. The girls’ team showed great 

CTA Music Program Gets Vocal

Top Hats and Tails at the 
Daddy Daughter Dance 

On February 11, 
CTA held its annu-
al Daddy Daughter 
Dance, which was 
a huge success. The 
event has grown ev-
ery year, as more and 
more daughters and 
their favorite men 
come to this event 
for fun, food, and 
DANCING!!! This 
year, “A Mad Hatter 
Tea Party” was the 
crazy theme. Each 
girl was given pearls, 
a teacup to decorate, 
and a special treat 
as she walked into 
the wacky CTA caf-
eteria! Also, every 
girl got on her feet 
and moved to the 
funky beats of the 
D.J.! A couple fami-
lies pulled out all the 
stops to come in Mad 
Hatter/Alice in Won-
derland attire and got 
really creative with 
their costumes! Do-
nated desserts filled 
the room for a full 
dessert bar for the la-
dies and their dates to 
enjoy. Our staff and 
families went above 
and beyond to make 
this event a CTA fa-
vorite!

Jordan and Abby Brink, along with their 
two dates - Alice in Wonderland rabbit Jim 
(Grandpa) and mad Hatter lon (Dad) came 
in full attire for the Daddy Daughter Dance.

Young ladies try their skills at limbo during 
the dance.

CTA Family Strong Fundraiser
When people think of CTA, one of the first things that 

comes to mind is that it is like a small family, so when one 
of the "family members" was in need, CTA stepped up to 
the plate. The Bishop family recently received a cancer 
diagnosis for one of their daughters and CTA designated 
them the recipient of the #CTAfamilystrong treatment at 
a recent CTA basketball game at Grace Bible College. Not 
only did the CTA basketball teams put their best foot for-
ward and win for both the boys and girls games, there were 
fundraising games for the kids as well as a silent auction to 
raise money for the Bishop family. In all, the CTA Family 
Strong fundraiser raised almost $6,000 for the family to put 
towards transportation and medical costs as they move for-
ward with treatment. A heartfelt thank you to all involved 
to make this benefit such a huge success!

CTA 7th Grade students perform at the winter concert

Charger Voices High School students perform at the winter concert.

trimester songs; however, the 
students rose to the challenge 
and sounded beautiful. The 
concert began and ended with 

traditional African songs that 
featured choreography, rhythm 
instruments, and call-and-re-
sponse sections. The students 

performed their hearts out and 
the audience left amazed at 
how far the CTA choir students 
have come in only a few short 
months.

Davenport Basketball Players Read 
with Students for Reading Month

Friday, March 4 was “Sports Day” 
in the CTA elementary and students 
received a visit from some famous 
West Michigan athletes. The nation-
ally-ranked Davenport Men's Bas-
ketball Team, stopped by to spend 
time reading with the students a few 
days before they embarked on their 
trip to play in the NAIA National 
Tournament. The Davenport team 
came in to play games and interact 
with the students before breaking 
out into the classrooms for some 
small group time where they read 

their favorite books and shared their 
knowledge of basketball and life. "It 
was pretty cool to have the team here 
because they were talented and very 
tall,” said CTA second grader Gavin 
Olsen. “I really liked when they 
came back and read to our class, but 
most of all their dance moves at the 
assembly."

This visit was part of CTA's 
March is Reading Month program, 
which has weekly activities for the 
students, as well as extra time to get 
lost in a good book.

Davenport University Basketball players Nick Gamble 
(L) and John McCloud (R) read to the CTA second grade 
class.
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Museum

Cedar SpringS publiC SChoolS
1St SemeSter honor roll 2015-2016

Middle school
GrADE 7
last name, first Middle 
Boomgaard, Madelynn sue *
Braxton, alexis nicole 
Bray, spencer Jerron *
Buchner, Keeley elizabeth
Burnett, Gabrielle nichole 
Buttermore, abigail Melisse*
Campione, Jeremy evan 
Canfield,	Cassidy	Ann	
Canfield,	Emily	Nichole	
Canfield,	Joshua	Alan	
Carver, nycholas rei 
Cerda, Kendall Mae 
Chenoweth, sarah lynn *
Christensen, elizabeth Marie 
Clark iii, Jeffrey allen 
Colclasure, Kaelyn C *
Collin, Brent Michael 
Collins, alexander lee 
Cooke, tucker James 
Cristobal, Jayce Caden 
Darin, ethan Jeremy*
Dault, sophia rebecca *
DeMull, haileigh rae 
Derosia, taylor Jean 
Dingman, Kade Cooper*
Dipiazza, David scott 
Douglas, logan hunter *
Drake, Bailey alexander *
Drumm, Delaney sue *
Duran, noah W 
Durkee, olivia senneth *
earnest, emma Marie *
eckelbarger, addison rose 
elliston, nathan Michael 
fettig, elizabeth amelia*
figard, suriya sharma 
fisk, Casey pearl 
frey, Braxton Michael 
Gamm, Claire rose *
Green, lexie Jo 
Green, lindsay Marie 
Greenland, Dylan Matthew*
hackbardt, Benjamin isaac 
hardenburg, Dominick J 
haywood, Gage Callen*
heiss, Dylan lane 
helton, hannah rae 
hernandez, nicolas J 
hooker, Madison Marie 
hosking, Marjorie ellen 
hovanec, ayden Michael 
hull, Kaleigh renee 
hutchins, steven loren 
imbault, Cade edward 
Johnson, Cassidy Makayla
Johnson, sierra Josephine elizabeth 
Judis, Jordan lee 
Julien, lynnette Danielle 
Kinsley, Kyuss elijah 
Klaasen, Kamden louis 
Klaver, paige Maxine 
Kleynenberg, samuel arthur *
Knauf, Dylan ronald 
Kobayashi, elise rose*
Koning, andrew William 
Kooiman, Katelin Marie 
Krupp, nayden Michael 
leggett, Cristian William 
leiter, Brandon ray 
lett, lauren Jade 
little, ian robert 
lizardo, anthony Manuel
luke, andrew Charles 
lutz, Mara faith*
Male, olivia anne 
Maley, shannon victoria 
Mallory, isabella nichole 
Mann, austin taylor 
Marshall, trevor ryan 
Marsman, paige teresa *

Marsman, trevor scott 
Marvel, Bryce William *
Mcelravy, isaiah Glenn 
Menefee, Caleb Martin 
Meredith, lindsey Michelle 
Mesler, Wyatt richard 
Meyers, ariana Marie *
Miller, austin Michael 
Miller, isabel leah 
Miller, olivia Grace *
Misiewicz, emily Kathryn *
Mitchell, Brooklyn Marie 
Moleski, Christian andrew 
Mongar, Cody robert 
Moore, ella lynn *
Mosher, Baylee Jo 
Mosqueda, isabella Danyell 
Myers, Chloe lin 
nauta, sidney alice 
nazario, Jerica Yasmaris 
nelson, alisha Marie 
neve, Drake Brenden 
newberg, Bailey rain 
nylaan, alexander robert*
oligney, river ethan 
ondersma, ashton James Michael *
ortiz, Jovanni *
palmer, Kaleb Christian 
parish, Chloe elizabeth *
parker, Dezeree Mae 
parmeter, hannah lynn 
pate, olivia James 
peacock, Caleb Del Glen 
perkin, logan edward 
petersen, avery Dawn 
pierce, Makayla alexis 
pigorsh, rosemary elizabeth  
plummer, ethan frederick*
pope, alexis Bailey 
powell, Jenna elizabeth *
prins, Margaret Jeanne *
priolo, Joseph ryan 
rau, arianna olivia*
reed, Kathryn Marie 
reyers, Morgan leagha 
rickerd, sydney Grace elaine 
roberts, ashlyn rose *
roelofs, trentyn lee 
roth, Kathryn rae 
ruth, Madison elizabeth 
sawyer, elisabeth Grace 
schafer, sydney susan 
secor, ally Kay *
shadley, alexis Katelyn 
shaft, ethan Jacob 
shears, Carley Mae 
sherman, olivia rose *
shields, Gavinn James 
shotko, abbey lee 
simon, Morgan leigh 
simon, page lynn 
skelonc, Madison ann *
slagel, hannah raye *
smith, Brilynn Joan*
smith, Cecilia rose *
smith, lillian rose 
smith, pierce James 
snoeyink, trenton Michael 
sova, Grace lauren*
sparling, avery elizabeth *
swanzy, Brianna lynn
tanis, Kenzie elizabeth 
tompkins, isaac richard 
torrey, Christopher William 
troupe, taryn elizabeth 
van Kampen, nathan Wylie *
vandebunte, emily Jolee 
vandyke, audrey rochelle 
vanGessel, andrew James 
vanWingen, Christian James 
vaughn, Daniel James 
villarreal, perla anahi 
visser, audrey May 

Waller, olivia leigh 
Weber, Brianna Marie 
Wight, Jade noelle *
Wood, alexis victoria 
Wymer, Connor James 
Yakes, roger Martin 
Zain, William Douglas 
Zimpfer, alisha nicole 
   
GrADE 8
almas, seth Walter 
amell, Brady edward*
andres, Kaylie Maxine*
andres, Kyla Grace*
Bassett, aryah Marie 
Behrenwald, lauren elizabeth*
Bentley, Jack thomas 
Bey, Dustin Michael 
Bos, Kylie lynn 
Brennan, Michelle lynne 
Burgert, Jacob tyler 
Carlson, Brendon nate 
Cartwright, Miles lamont 
Casavant, Kaeleigh elizabeth*
Castor, Zoe nichole 
Cherry, Jaxon elliott 
Clark, Kristophor ryan 
Colby, Kaleb robert 
Cooper, trenton Christopher *
Correll, Bryan 
Cummings, nicholas andrew *
Darling, Blayke alexander William 
Davidson, tanner Duane  
Davis, emily Marie 
Detweiler, Jillian Kay 
Dexterhouse, Bronson James 
Dipiazza, sarah nichole 
Draper, alexander Carl 
Drumm, Kaitlyn lou 
Dunham, Carly Jane 
Dykhouse, Clyde allen 
eldridge, Gage tylor 
ellison, Connor Kent 
ells, rachael a *
ergang, haleigh annette rose
esquivel, olivia Julianna 
feliciano-Wheeler, salina Marie
fettig, larissa Marie *
fisk, Kaleb elisha 
flower, nathan thomas *
foley, ethan Jeffrey *
Geiger, hannah Mckayla 
Golczynski, hadden Michael 
Golliver, Makayla rose 
Green, hannah Marie*
Green, Kalli erin 
Greenbauer, tehya Joy 
Grifhorst, Jadon Bret *
Grooters, Katlyn sue 
hackbardt, nathaniel Glen *
hall, Jamed lee 
hall, tressa Kathleen 
harris, Brooke lynn 
hath, Drake David *
holleman, Kaelyn Mary 
hoogerheide, Katelyn Marie *
hoste, hailie nikol 
hovarter, harlow Jaye *
hughes, akia Kathleen 
idema, Mitchell ryan 
Jennings, Caleb nathanial 
Johansen, taitum Grace 
Johnston, trevor ray
Jones, hallie Marie *
Kenyon, porter augustin *
King, Mackenzi May 
Kinsley, Kyleigh ann 
Kinzinger, rylee Margaret *
Klaver, alivia Jean 
Knappen, aden patrick 
Kren, layla skye*
la Bay, audra rose *
larsen, Justus isaiah*

leBaron, abigail hannah 
lee, alexis ariana 
lemm, renee Dawn 
lewis, alana Claire 
lewis, trey Jacon 
liggett, Kaden Carl *
lopez, eilena anne *
lovell, Chase austin *
lovell, Madalyn Dawn *
lubben, Kristen noel 
lynch, easton paul 
Magoon, Julia annette 
Maley, Bryant Michael *
Marsman, Grace elizabeth 
Matthew, henry Bryce 
McCarty, nicholas richard 
McConnon, Dylan henry *
Mead, valerie sue 
Mellem, Katherine Marie 
Metiva, Joseph Jeffrey James 
*
Migoski, Garret James 
Miliusis, luke anthony 
Moleski, Jaydon Christopher*
Moore, Colton Michael *
Morales, omani leticia 
Morey, Mason richard 
Morris, Madison shelby *
Myers, Jayci Jo Michelle
naimo, anthony Joseph 
neiderheide, elizabeth leigh *
o'Connor, alyssa paige 
outwin, Madison renee 
overley, Kayleigh Grace *
ovokaitys, Jared thomas*
paige, Katelyn nichole 
patin, Jerome robert *
pavelka, Grace Diann *
peckover, Markelle lauren 
perry, nathan allen *
pierson, paige nicole 
pigorsh, Michael Masten 
powers, ellie ryan*
powers, Gavin alexander *
ptaszenski, emilee lynn 
ranger v, Clifford fredrick *
ranger, Madelyn Jo*
reed, Matthew le *
reichert-Braciak, Gavin lee 
ringelberg, Callie adrianne*
rios, leslie ann *
ristau, Kristian andreas *
robinson, shaelyn 
roth, Jacob Michael 
rugg, avery nicole*
rusche, samantha lynn 
salinas, sydney taylor 
salisbury, noah robert 
sargent, Dilan robert*
saunders, izaak anthony 
schlegelmilch, Max William 
schmid, Zackary lyle 
secord, lucas James*
serek, Gabriel Benjamin *
shaffer, Cory-lee Christine *
shaw, Benjamin aaron 
shears, angel May 
skelonc, Madeline Marie *
smith, Chloe 
smith, ryan scott *
stowie, Kelcie lynn 
symon, Morgan Jean *
tate, rylie ann *
tepin, tonya rose*
vanderlugt, laine louise 
vanDusen, Benjamin Joseph *
vansinger, samantha Bailey *
verMulm, Daniel alan*
Warner, rileigh lynn 
Washington, alyssa nicole 
Webb, nathaniel Bruce 

Whilden, emily Kathryn 
Whitten, David Michael 
Wilcox, Grace elizabeth *
Wise, Desiree nicole 
Zachmann, rachel nicole 
Zandstra, abagail Grace*
Zinn, heidi Jean *

* Denotes all a’s

high school
last name, first Middle Grade
alcumbrack, Jenna nicole* 9
allen, Joshua David 9
Baker, ethan loy* 9
Batchelder, Catherine e. 9
Bayink, Graham anthony 9
Bekins, McCoy William 9
Brew, anthony lance 9
Briggs, Karissa lee 9
Brown, emily linn* 9
Buchner, Jenica rae 9
Caldwell, sabrina rose 9
Cardinal, Zackary robert 9
Chenoweth, samuel Michael 9
Ciise, Cabdulcasiis Maxamed* 9
Clark-ehrke, Jazmon Joann 9
Conely, Dane Michael 9
Corwin, Katia Josephine 9
Cudney, Dylan Gregory 9
Davis, audrie ann 9
Deback, Maximus Xavier 9
Drake, Jonah Michael 9
Draper, nathaniel robert 9
Dreyer, ryan Casey 9
eason, thomas Cole 9
edwins, Brittany Marie 9
empie, alexa Jean* 9
ergang, Dominick Michael 9
finch, samantha lynn 9
fitzpatrick, Meadow r 9
fraam, emma Marie* 9
frasier, Cassandra antonina 9
Galle, evan samuel 9
Galloway, sarah Marie 9
Garcia, skylar isabel 9
Gardner, Gage Michael 9
GeBott, abigail nicole 9
Gibbons, anna elizabeth 9
Gleason, Maizy elisse 9
Griffard, Madison Grace 9
Groner, tessa Gabriel* 9
Grove, Katelyn Marie* 9
hansen, Karrigan Christine 9
hause, Jared richard 9
hendges, anthony Mitchell* 9
hernandez, Carina lizbett 9
hess, sierra elain 9
hoogerhyde, Jarrett stephen 9
hovanec, hannah Claire 9
hughes, Melody rose 9
hull, logan lawrence 9
huntoon, Macie lea* 9
huntoon, Maddi ann* 9
hutchinson, samuel Joseph 9
irwin, Madison lynn 9
Jackson, Julia Mae 9
Jager, taylor rae 9
Jones, alex Jay 9
Jones, Jessica lavern 9
Kibby, austin 9
King, reganne elizabeth 9
Kirkwood, alexander Kenneth 9
Knauf, Wyatt Gregory 9
Kobayashi, logan James 9
lange, Cayla lisa ann 9
larsen, Mae Grace 9
lemery, MaKeelie elise* 9
levandowski, Katie lyn* 9
lewis frank, Mikayla hunter 9
lewis, Julian James 9
Mangus, Jasmine rose 9
Mann, heather rose 9
Marble, Chandler afton 9

3575 14 Mile Rd.
616-866-7670

14150 Cypress
Sand Lake

616-636-5539

Gould’s 
Mini Mart

14111 White Creek
Cedar Springs

616-696-3650
88 E. Division • Sparta
616-887-1761

CS EduCation 
Foundation

Cedar Springs
616-636-5332
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Museum

YouthTigers Resigns

Martin, sarah elizabeth 9
Marvel, Brayden Kenneth 9
Merlington, Carolanne Kaye 9
Mesler, alivia elise 9
Migoski, Wyatt William 9
Miller, Brighton Corel* 9
Miller, Matthew steven 9
nauta, Morgan elizabeth 9
nelson, austin William 9
newman, peyton 9
noga, McKenzie lynn 9
patterson, Dylan austin* 9
pierson, emily Grace 9
ploeg, allison nicole 9
powell iii, James allan 9
reed, reide elizabeth 9
reed, thomas trey 9
rideout, Cody andrew 9
rivard, ryllie rae* 9
robydek, Bailey rose 9
rypma, allison Jennie 9
secord, Gabe taggert 9
shevock, Malory Marie 9
simpson, Julia rae 9
slater, Megan nicole 9
smith, ethan Joseph Dale 9
smith, riley J 9
sorensen, alyssa Dawn 9
spencer, Matthew Kaden* 9
svalen, Carson Charles 9
swank, Kolby andrew 9
swinehart, Jacob riley 9
tawney, Mackenzie Joy* 9
thompson, alexandra lindsey 9
titus, Madelyn rae 9
van Dam-Colvin, Breonna r. 9
van'thof, emily Mae 9
vanderhoef, nicole Jean* 9
vanDyke, Baylie Darline 9
vanGorp, Danielle Marie 9
vanhouten, haley elizabeth 9
vinton, hannah Marie* 9
Walker, Crystal Mae 9
Warner, taylor rae 9
White, allison Catherine* 9
White, Justin Michael 9
Williams, Dylan anthony 9
Wise, ashley Mae 9
Wood iiii, richard Morris 9
Wood, Dawson lee* 9
Yaklin, rebecca ann 9

anderson, reece lane 10 
arnold, hailey lynn 10 
Baladi-erasun, Gonzalo 10 
Benson, sean thomas 10 
Beverwyk, heather Marie 10 
Boomgaard, Kayleigh rae 10 
Boomgaard, Makayla renee* 10 
Bosch, Brianna June 10 
Brandt, Cecelia Mary 10 
Bullen, Jacob roger 10 
Campione, nicholas scott* 10 
Caron, Christina Marie 10 
Casavant, alice Jasper 10 
Case, Madison Michelle 10 
Childs, nathen allen 10 
Ciise, Mumina Maxamed 10 
Cook, amy Catherine 10 
Crofoot, Catherine Joyce 10 
Crystal, rachel l 10 
Darling, Mackenna ryleigh 10 
Dault, Grace Margaret 10 
Davis, Christopher Charles 10 
Dekraker, austin robert 10 
Detloff, ryleigh nicole 10 
Duran Jr, paul 10 
elliston, peyton leigh 10 
empie, Bryce Daniel 10 
ficker, alina 10 
Gould, Colton Guy 10 
Graham, Joshua ryan 10 
hager, Jesse edward 10 

halstead, hayley sue 10 
hamilton, Joshua David 10 
hansen, leslie ann 10 
harthorn, Jordan lawrence 10 
hawkins, riley Wayne 10 
hickox, emilee elizabeth 10 
hinton, autumn rae 10 
hoogerheide, shelby lyn 10 
howard, noah Michael 10 
hudson, lillyanna lynn 10 
hughes, antiaisha nicole* 10 
hunter, Kyanna aaliyah* 10 
hyde, emily Jean 10 
hyder, Carly Jean 10 
Kelley, alisha rae 10 
Kent, Kylee lauren 10 
King, haley alissa 10 
Kinzinger, Chase loncar 10 
Kiphart, robert lawrence 10 
Klco, elijah Whittaker* 10 
Knauss, ashleigh lynn 10 
Krajewski, paul James B. 10 
Kramer, Brandon James 10 
Krupp, annaleigh renee 10 
larsen, erika leigh 10 
lenardson, Bryce scott 10 
ley, Joschka Carlos 10 
louck, Kaley Jean 10 
lyon, Jordon Christopher 10 
Markus, ariana Marie 10 
Marshall, alyssa Kay 10 
Matthew, Jeffery James 10 
McConnon, Madelyn Christine* 10 
Metiva, thomas stephen n.* 10 
Mihlethaler, sophia Jo 10 
Moody, Cammi sue 10 
Morrin, anna Marie* 10 
Murray, Mikelle lucille 10 
newlove, Julia Kathryn 10 
nichols, Madellyn rayelle 10 
outwin, Jacob ryan* 10 
owens, Brandon alexander 10 
parks, emily lidia 10 
pastoor, emilee anne 10 
patterson, Mitchell royce 10 
petersen, Bianca renae 10 
pierce, Madelin rose 10 
plummer, sydney Kay 10 
prins, rachel Christine 10 
Quisler, Benjamin James 10 
ream, evan tate 10 
reich-tanis, Jazmyn lin 10 
reyers, Jarred lee 10 
riddering, Kyle robert W. 10 
rugg, Mackenzie ann 10 
ryan, sidney elizabeth 10 
saenz, Jeslyn rose 10 
sanders, Dylan shane 10 
sawade, Brandon alan* 10 
scheel, oskar 10 
shanahan-Galinis, Jacob M. 10 
shevock, Morgan leigh 10 
slagter, emily Chrisha 10 
smedley, David Michael 10 
steffke, taylor Diane 10 
suschil, Jasmine renay 10 
tawney, Michaela noel* 10 
todd, John Jacob 10 
tramper, nikki lee 10 
uhall, Kacie Jane 10 
umphrey, Myla Joann* 10 
vanDenhout, Julia Catherine 10 
Wagner-sherburn, Corbin r. 10 
West, Jacob Matthew 10 
Wheaton, Joseph 10 
Willea, Makenna rose* 10 

alvesteffer, Collin robert 11 
anderson, austin axel 11 
andrus, Jordan tyler 11 
Basso, austin John 11 
Behrenwald, anna paige 11 
Bird, Christian Daniel 11 

Blatt, hannah loren 11 
Bowerman, paul Cleon 11 
Bowman, Madelynn rose-ann 11 
Boyer, Brian Michael 11 
Brickey, hallie Danielle 11 
Burnett, shyanne faith 11 
Cederquist, hannah rebeka 11 
Clifford, emily lauran 11 
Conely, Dugan James 11 
Coons, Kaitlyn elizabeth 11 
Davis, Joshua scott 11 
Dingman, Karsen Christopher* 11 
Douglas, alexander reed 11 
Draper, Daniel Darrian 11 
Dunn iii, Michael Gordon 11 
fliearman, patrick James* 11 
french, Drew arthur 11 
frodl, nicholas John 11 
Galloway, Kevin robert 11 
Gamm, lillian Michelle 11 
Garza, abigail skye 11 
Gillette, arlenea rae 11 
Grose, William Gregory* 11 
harmon, Zachary John 11 
harper, Brayden Blaauw 11 
hess, Jacob Matthew* 11 
hickok, raegan elise 11 
hill ii, thomas ardell 11 
hill, austin Jack 11 
hull, siera 11 
ingersoll, Maya leigh 11 
Jager, sydnee Marie 11 
Jordan, alex Christopher 11 
Kendall, annah leigh 11 
Kiander, sarah Beth 11 
Kirchhoff, Brandyn tyler 11 
Kolasa, Dylan J 11 
Krankall, Katherine nichole 11 
Kren, Jacob Daniel 11 
lachniet, Bailey nicole 11 
lehman, lindsay Grace 11 
lewis, evan Gabriellynch 11 
liggett, Jared andrew 11 
lovell, tyler John 11 
Marlatt, tyler ryan 11 
Martin, nicole ann Merie 11 
Mead, paul Jakeb 11 
Moore, Gavin alan 11 
Morris, Brooke hannah 11 
Murray, alysse Celine 11 
nielsen, austin eugene 11 
nozal, Megan ann Marie 11 
o'connor, sydney anne 11 
oxford, tatum Mckenzie 11 
patin, Cameron Joseph 11 
pavelka, Jameson edward 11 
peacock, faith annmarie 11 
plowman, Jessica Marie 11 
ramos, Gabrielle ailanna 11 
ringler, Jordan paul 11 
ringler, Kaitlin rose 11 
rios, Mariah 11 
ritsema, alexis nicole 11 
rivard, Cassandra J 11 
robinson, alex scott 11 
ross, Brooke Morgan 11 
salmon, Dennis Jarod 11 
schatz, isaiah Matthew 11 
scheer, holly renee 11 
schoen, nathan Charles 11 
schultz, Breanna Jo 11 
scott, nicholas evan 11 
shaw, Dustin Keith 11 
smith, Brandon alexander 11 
snoeyink, Macarty Jay 11 
sparling, alison J 11 
spencer, Jaron andrew 11 
stockreef, austin edward 11 
strain, Madison taylor 11 
tennant, Kaylee sue 11 
tepin, tara nicole* 11 
thompson, Danielle paige 11 
twichell, Christian reed 11 

vanDusen, Madeline ann 11 
velting, Bryar scott 11 
vonseggern, nicole lyn* 11 
Warlick, ashlee ann 11 
White, lauren nicole 11 
Wight, sienna lanae 11 
Wymer, Gabriel Clayton 11 
Wysocki, hailey elizabeth 11 
Zamora, rebeca lyn 11 
Zandstra, Breanna ruth 11 
Zinn, Megan elizabeth 11 
Zoerman, Jenna Katherine 11
 
ackerman, Jordan Mae 12 
alcumbrack, Kali Marie 12 
armstrong, paul henry Clay 12 
austin, taylor rae 12 
Barnett, Da'Marcus leondre' 12 
Bekins, Dalton e 12 
Block, lauren a 12 
Bourassa, Jacob Mitchell 12 
Brandimore, parker 12 
Bray, Joshua robert 12 
Brown, ethan sean 12 
Brown, Gabriel taylor 12 
Cardinal, erika anne 12 
Cartwright, Jacob Joseph 12 
Cebrero, Bryan santiago 12 
Chamberlain, ally Jordan 12 
Cherry, ashton hanna 12 
Christie, Kylen elizabeth 12 
Ciise, abdullahi Maxamed 12 
Colley, alexandria lynn 12 
Cronk, rebekah 12 
Dancer, Kathy ann 12 
empie, Jesse Michael 12 
esakson, Megan Josephine 12 
falicki, alec Joseph 12 
fisher, Blake Benjamin 12 
fisk, Blake elisha 12 
flynn, allison Marie* 12 
forner, amanda Mae 12 
Gardner, Kia lynnae 12 
Gott, lane richardfrank 12 
Grody, tatyana rose 12 
hall, alison lorraine 12 
harthorn, Brandon lee 12 
hartley, Kayleigh anne 12 
holmquist, holly ann 12 
hopkins, Madeline Kate 12 
howard, Gabrielle ann 12 
Jackson, Danielle Joyce 12 
Johnson, logan paul 12 
Kaczanowski, philip Chase 12 
Keaton, alyssa Jean 12 
Kemp, austin G 12 
Kilts, Megan Marie* 12 
King, Grant Christopher 12 
Kosla, Chandler Mathew 12 
Kriekaard, sara elizabeth 12 
leBaron, Whitney ann 12 
lewis frank, Brooke ellen 12 
lewis, ethan Grantlynch 12 
Magoon, Camantha May 12 
Maguire, Melissa ann 12 
Marvel, allyson Jeanette 12 
Mattson, Melissa rae 12 
McConnon, austin richard 12 
Meester, Brandon sweet 12 
Merritt, Joshua parker 12 
Meyer, Kaley Jo 12 
Mihlethaler, Kaylee patricia 12 
Mitchell, victoria paige 12 

Cedar SpringS publiC SChoolS
1St SemeSter honor roll 2015-2016

Moore, erin rose 12 
Mosher, Briana Jae 12 
Music, Dakota John Michael 12 
nelson, Jacob Donald 12 
nequist, Joshua David 12 
newlove, Debra elizabeth 12 
odren, Janelle r 12 
ovokaitys, ellie 12 
patterson, Jacob Duane 12 
pike, Meredith Joy 12 
plank, Jarod Jacob 12 
plugge Webber, Kelsie raelyn 12 
rackes, Mason Jeffrey 12 
reason, hunter Joseph s. 12 
roach, Jakob e 12 
rogers, shaye Christina 12 
salmon, Kelly Clare 12 
sawade, remington francis 12 
scheuneman, Madison May 12 
schoenborn, David Douglas 12 
schut, emma Jo 12 
scrivener, Katarina elizabeth* 12 
shields, Brianna lauren 12 
simpson, Cora 12 
soles, Donna lynn 12 
spahr, Kyle ross* 12 
spangenberg, Joshua aaron 12 
tanis, alexander thaddeus 12 
twichell, Charles Christopher 12 
umphrey, Cameron arthur 12 
vanDenhout, lauren elizabeth* 12 
vanderhoef, ashley Jo 12 
vanDyke, alexis sky 12 
vanDyke, taylor Jay 12 
vanWyck, seth tyler 12 
Watson, sydney n 12 
Wells, Jessica lynn 12 
Wier, Calla rae 12 
Wilks, alexis Danielle 12 
Willer, emily therese 12 
Willitts, Connor G* 12 
Wolfarth, Jonathan alexander* 12 
Yearsovich, april Marie 12 
Young, Daniel paul 12 

1565 Dagget Rd.
Pierson

616-636-5565

4116 17 Mile Road
Cedar Springs

616-696-9610

Robinson
Septic cleaning, llc

8450 Shaner Ave.
616-866-0724
Emergency Call 911

169 N. State 
Sparta

616-887-8661

Sparta
   Sport
      Shop

8955 Sparta Ave.
Sparta

616-887-1791

13655 Shaner Ave.
616-696-0622

36 E. Maple St.
Cedar Springs

616-696-9610

* Denotes all a’s

new Beginnings 
alternative hs (9-12)
Briana Cole
eleanor Colvin
samantha lynch
Dailynn phillips
Jada racalla
Mary sawyer
Cierra vanWingen

Be sure to thank The POST 
and all of the sponsors who 
brought you these Honor Roll 
pages...
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And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

LegaL notices
SCHULTZ SEPTIC

"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS
Low Cost Rentals Available
Auto Glass Installation

696-1830
13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

Lori Visser
www.globespinnertravel.com
800.583.3177 / 616.263.1777

At your 
service...

Residential & Commercial

231.429.0808
T_monster_1@yahoo.com

VACANCIES

Call for Estimate

Kimberly’s Kleaning Service

Will Travel

Professional auto rePair
New hours: M-F 8-6 • sat. 8-4 • suN. Closed

696-8863

15670 NorthlaNd dr. 
betweeN Cedar spriNgs 

aNd saNd lake

aNy Car aNy repair
diesel - hybrid • MediuM & heavy duty • ForeigN & doMestiC

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year

• Residential 
• Commercial

New Installation & Repairs to 
Garage Doors and Openers
7 Days a Week 7am-7pm
worthgaragedoor.com

Free EstimatesFully Insured 
Serving Cedar Springs & Rockford

Township 
of Solon
County of Kent, 

Michigan

PubliC NoTiCe
Public Hearing on budget 
For 2016-2017 Fiscal Year

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 
March 29, 2016, at 7:30 p.m., the Board of Trust-
ees of the Township of Solon will hold a public 
hearing at the Township Hall, 15185 Algoma Ave-
nue NE, within the Township, to hear and consid-
er comments regarding the proposed Township 
budget for the April 1, 2016 through March 31, 
2017 fiscal year.  A copy of the proposed bud-
get is available for public inspection at the Solon 
Township Hall.

The property tax millage rate proposed 
to be levied to support the proposed bud-
get will be a subject of this hearing.

This notice is given pursuant to Act 43 of the 
Public Acts of Michigan of 1963 (Second Extra 
Session), as amended.

Dated:  March 17, 2016  
TOWNSHIP OF SOLON

 Mary Lou Poulsen, Township Clerk

Township 
of Solon
County of Kent, 

Michigan

PubliC NoTiCe
PubliC HeariNg oN 

auTHorizaTioN To SubMiT 
aPPliCaTioN for MiCHigaN 

NaTural reSourCeS 
TruST fuNd graNT

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 
March 29, 2016, at 7:00 p.m., the Board of Trust-
ees of the Township of Solon will hold a public 
hearing at the Township Hall, 15185 Algoma Ave-
nue NE, within the Township, to hear and consid-
er comments regarding the application for a grant 
from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund 
for development of Velzy Park.  A copy of the pro-
posed application is available for public inspec-
tion at the Solon Township Hall.

Dated:  March 17, 2016  
TOWNSHIP OF SOLON

 Mary Lou Poulsen, Township Clerk

Township 
of Solon
County of Kent, 

Michigan

PUBLIC NOTICE
SEALED BIDS FOR CONSTRUCTION 

OF WALKING TRAIL
Solon Township will receive sealed bids for con-

struction of a walking trail at 15185 Algoma Avenue.  
Bid packets are available at the township hall or by 
email request to clerk@solontwp.org.

Upon acceptance of bid by the Solon Town-
ship Board, you agree to all the information 
in this bid and agree to perform the duties 
described. Additionally, the successful bidder 
will supply the Township Clerk with proof of 
liability insurance within three days of bid ac-
ceptance.

If all terms of this agreement are not met, So-
lon Township reserves the right to terminate 
this contract with forty eight (48) hours notice.

Please return bids on or before 5:00 PM, 
March 28, 2016.

Bids may be mailed or delivered to:

Solon Township Clerk
 Walking Trail Bids
15185 Algoma Avenue NE
 Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Solon Township reserves the right to accept 
or refuse any or all bids

Dated:  March 17, 2016 Mary Lou Poulsen
Solon Township Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

MONDAY, MARCH 21, 2016
7:00 PM

The Sand Lake Village Council will hold a 
Public Hearing on the proposed village budgets 
for the fiscal year 2016-17.  Take notice that in 
accordance with the “Truth in Budgeting Act”, the 
Village Council of the Village of Sand Lake will 
hold a Public Hearing on the proposed 2016-17 
Village Budget at 7:00 pm on Monday, March 21, 
2016 at the Sand Lake Municipal building located 
at 2 Maple St. Sand Lake, MI 49343. (616)636-
8854.
The 2016-17 Budget is to include the millage of 
5.00 mills which was levied, July 1, 2015 for the 
repayment of Road Paving Bonds.  
Copies of the budget will be available for public 
inspection prior to the hearing at the Village 
Offices.
“THE PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE RATE 
PROPOSED TO BE LEVIED TO SUPPORT 
THE PROPOSED BUDGET WILL BE A 
SUBJECT OF THE HEARING.”  

This notice is posted in compliance with PA267 
of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings Act), MCLA 
41.72a(2)(3) and the Americans with Disabilities 
(ADA).  SECTION H of the Open Meeting Act.

Dated: March 17, 2016 Leticia Nielsen, Clerk
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It’s a Business Decision...

ShoppeR

NeWSpapeR

our advertisers choose for you!

We Thank them for supporting 
your FRee LoCaL NeWS! 

You should too!
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Watch
...continued from page 7

Advertise in 

donated to charity will avoid income tax,” Fishbein says. 
Without this provision, an individual would have to include 
the amount in income and take a charitable deduction that 
might not entirely offset the income amount. This provision 
is available up to $100,000 of charitable donations in a cal-
endar year. You must be 70 ½ or older and required to take 
IRA distributions.

Roth recharacterizations may affect you.
If you converted a traditional IRA to a Roth IRA in 2015, 

and if the converted investment has declined in value, you 
can recharacterize that amount and not pay income tax on 
an amount greater than the current value. “The law allows 
this type of ‘do over’ option when you convert to a Roth 
IRA,” Fishbein explains. “For a 2015 conversion, you must 
recharacterize on or before Oct. 15, 2016 and not convert 
again to a Roth IRA until 2017.”

Prudential Financial, its affiliates, and their financial 
professionals do not render tax or legal advice. Please con-
sult with your tax and legal advisors regarding your per-
sonal circumstances

Scoop ice cream into bowl with chopped candy. Using plastic 
spatula, stir candy and ice cream until well combined.

Pour ice cream mixture into rectangular or square 2-quart dish 
and spread into even layer, making sure candy is evenly distrib-
uted. Cover with plastic wrap and place dish in freezer for at 
least 30 minutes, or until ice cream has set again.

In food processor, pulse mini egg candies until finely chopped. 
Remove ice cream from freezer. 
Place chopped mini candies in shallow bowl wide enough to 

fit a cookie. Place 4 cookies bottom up on plate. Top each cookie 
with scoop of ice cream then top ice cream with another cookie 
(bottom facing ice cream). Press down on sandwich until ice 
cream reaches cookie edge.

Immediately roll ice cream edges of sandwich in chopped 
mini candies, turning sandwich until all edges are coated. Place 
sandwich on a dish and return to freezer. Repeat with remaining 
sandwiches.

Serve immediately or wrap in plastic wrap and freeze until 
ready to serve.

Candy
...continued from page 11

Five wrestlers traveled to Carson City High School. Plac-
ing 4th were Gavyn Byxbe and Wyatt Cooper, placing 2nd 
were Benjamin Streeter and Andrew VanGessel. They fin-
ished the day with 5 wins-11 losses. Andrew VanGessel 
had the fastest pin for the team. Gavyn Byxbe had the most 
matches for the day with 4. 

Seven wrestlers and their families traveled to Saline High 
School to participate in the Saline Novice Championship 
alongside 450 other grapplers in 59 divisions. Tucker Crys-
tal placed 4th, Jonathan Libera placed 3rd, Blake Falan, Lo-
gan Troupe & Ariana Meyers placed 2nd and our 1st place 
Champion was Hudson Crystal! Ariana Meyers had 3 pins 
in a total time of 3:22 and the fastest pin for the team at :26. 
They finished the day 28-9, 9th place out of 92 teams from 
all over the state!

Youth
...continued from page 12

went to check on the occupants. “They 
were pretty shaken up,” he said. 

Shortly after the accident, winds took 
down another tree just north of the scene.

According to Kent County Sheriff 
Deputy Michael Allen, the two occu-
pants in the vehicle, driver Sheldon Len-
nox, 56, and Bobbi Scholten, 52, suffered 
minor injuries and were transported to 
Spectrum Butterworth by Rockford Am-
bulance. They were reportedly on their 
way to Florida.

Algoma Fire and Rescue assisted at 
the scene.

Crash
...continued from front page 

This tree snapped and landed on the roof of a passing car Wednesday, causing it to leave 
the road. 

Post photo by J. Reed.

School
...continued from front page 
tive leave pending an investigation. “We have clearly fol-
lowed our district’s legal counsel in the matter,” she said.

At Monday evening’s meeting, teacher Sarah Holtrop 
spoke in support of the superintendent. “I’ve served under 
five different superintendents and five different principals,” 
she said. “I don’t feel it’s fair to blame Dr. VanDuyn for the 
resignations of four administrators. They could have cho-
sen to accept her as superintendent. Personally I have found 
Dr. VanDuyn to be compassionate and caring.”

Teacher Lisa Schmidt also offered support, noting that 
change is difficult, and that Dr. VanDuyn is well-liked by 
many staff members in the district.

Resident Sam Gebhardt also offered his support to the su-
perintendent and the board. “I graduated from here, raised 
my family here. I like the direction we are going right now. 
You hear a lot of negative comments, but a lot of people 
like it, too,” he said.

Former teacher and coach Ted Sabinas, who taught for 34 
years and coached for 37, asked the board to look into why 
so many teachers and administrators are fearful for their 
jobs if they speak up or question how the district is being 
run.

Longtime teacher Mary Graf—a 39-year veteran—gave 
an impassioned speech to the board about her concerns with 
the changing culture in the district. She said she had heard 
remarks that the problems they are facing are because peo-
ple are resistant to change, but she strongly disagreed. Graf 
noted that she had seen a lot of change over the years and 
hadn’t always agreed with it, but one thing remained con-
stant, until now. “But through all of these challenges and 
difficult times, honesty and respect remained between the 
teachers, the school board, and the superintendent. Never 
did I experience the finger pointing, dishonesty, and disre-
spect that is currently permeating our school district. How 
does this type of culture help our students?” she asked. 
(Read her entire letter on page ??).

Teacher Josh Cooper spoke on behalf of the teachers at 
the High School, and showed support for their adminis-
trators, Principals Ron Behrenwald and Anne Kostus, and 
said they were deeply saddened at the loss of former Dean 
of Students and Athletic Director Autumn Mattson. He 
also talked about all the good things happening at the high 
school.

Resident Lee Mora asked the board when they were go-
ing to address Mattson’s appeal to the board for an exit in-
terview. She had asked initially for an exit interview with 
the board of education, and since that is routinely done with 
human resources, was told by HR she could have an exit 
interview with them, but not with the board. She declined 
and appealed to the board. As of Wednesday, Mattson said 
she had not received a response from the board.

Mora asked the board why they wouldn’t want to gath-
er all information possible from an administrator who had 
served there 14 years. Board president Patricia Eary told 
Mora that their legal counsel had said exit interviews were 
not to be done by the board, because they have only one 
employee—the superintendent.  (Read Mora’s letter on 
page??).

Board trustee Michelle Bayink asked if they could pos-
sibly discuss some of these issues at the next board work-
shop, but Eary said she thought the agenda for that work-
shop was already set. Resident Sue Wolfe told the board she 
hoped they would discuss some of these concerns.

The Post contacted Board president Patricia Eary this 
week, and asked her whether the board was planning to 
address these concerns, whether at the next workshop, or 
through some other means, such as round table discussion 
with the board, superintendent, representatives of buildings, 

and the community. We also asked whether they would be 
responding to Mattson’s appeal; whether they wanted to 
know why these people left; and what did they think was 
the best way to restore unity in the district?

 “The board employs one person and that is the super-
intendent,” said Eary. “The only exit interview the board 
would conduct would be with our one employee. In regard 
to the exit interviews for all staff members except for the 
superintendent, there is no right granted to anyone to have 
an exit interview in this state. Our school district does offer 
exit interviews and they are conducted by the Human Re-
source Department. The offer was made to Mrs. Mattson to 
have an exit interview with the HR Department.” 

Eary offered a general response for the other questions.
“The Board of Education is committed to providing 

an excellent education for every child in the district. The 
Board of Education is committed to high expectations for 
excellence in all we do as a district. We hold ourselves and 
all others accountable and expect every person to work with 
integrity in all positions, whether the position be superin-
tendent, teacher, administrator, support staff or coach.

“The Board is listening to the community and is respon-
sive to their concerns and will continue to be in communi-
cation with the community in the days and weeks ahead.

“We believe our leadership team shares our commitment 
to our students and staff. Together we are confident the chil-
dren and families are going to receive a great education at 
our district.

“The Board of Education would like to express our deep 
appreciation for the outstanding and dedicated staff. The 
teachers, administrators and support staff work very hard to 
provide a high quality education for our students. They do 
so during a time when education and expectations to meet 
high standards is continually changing. We are proud of our 
staff members.

“Finally, we would like to thank the many volunteers, 
parents and community members who continue to partner 
with us to serve the many students of Cedar Springs. We ap-
preciate all who shared with us their concerns, suggestions 
and affirmations over the last several months.”

See several letters to the editor about this issue on page 5.
Tell us—how do you feel about this? How do you think 

unity should be restored? Send your letters to the editor to 
us at news@cedarspringspost.com, and follow the guide-
lines (including word limit) on our Voices and Views page.

NEXT WEEK: Long range financial outlook—could dis-
trict be headed into the red? 

 

 leave your scent and could attract predators. Give it plenty 
of space and leave the area quickly. The mother deer will 
return for her fawns when she feels it is safe, but may not 
return if people or dogs are present.

Only licensed wildlife rehabilitators may possess aban-
doned or injured wildlife. Unless you are licensed, it is ille-
gal to possess a live wild animal, including deer, in Mich-
igan.  

The only time a baby animal may be removed from the 
wild is when you know the parent is dead or the animal 
is injured. Please remember, a licensed rehabilitator must 
be contacted before removing an animal from the wild. Li-
censed wildlife rehabilitators must adhere to the law and 
have gone through training on proper handling of injured or 
abandoned wild animals. Licensed rehabilitators will work 
to return the animal to the wild, where it will have the best 
chance for survival.

A list of licensed rehabilitators can be found by visiting 
mi.gov/wildlife or by calling your local DNR office.

Wildlife
...continued from front page 
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Melody- Female 
Domestic Short Hair 

I am a 2 year old cat 
who can be a little shy. 
I am a very gentle and 
friendly cat, but I prefer 
to approach people on 

my own terms! If you’re looking to share your home with an 
independent cat, I’m your girl! 

Candy and Tom & Jerry who were featured last week are still 
available for adoption.

For more information on the Humane 
Society of West Michigan, call (616) 

453-8900 or visit them at 3077 Wilson 
NW,  just ½ mile north of  Three Mile 

Road during adoption hours or visit
 www.hswestmi .org

adoption Hours:  Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm, Saturday: 10am-4pm

craig- Male Beagle Mix

I am a sweet and gentle 4 year 
old dog looking for my forev-
er home! I would do well with 
older/respectful children. I enjoy 
going for walks and smelling all 
the smells! Please come meet 
me at Humane Society of West 
Michigan!

For rent

Child Care

CLaSSIFIEDS
aNIMaL LOST/FOuND aDS aRE FREE!616-696-3655 36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370

Cedar Springs, MI 49319
– 696-3655 –

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

aUCTiON

Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

ServiceS

hOmes
 fOr sale

CriTTer
COrNer PETS of the WEEk

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

The POST 
will give you a

$1.00 OFF 
CLASSIFIEDS
when you pay with

CA$H

Please join us on Monday, March 21st for the 
4th Annual Paws, Claws & Corks event! 

This year's event 
will feature tasting 
from Grand rapids 
hottest restaurants, 

samples of fine 
wines and 

microbrews, and 
fabulous live and 
silent auctions!

Information is available at 
www.pawsclawsandcorks.com. 

help 
WaNTed

Join Our 
sales Team!

• Flexible Hours
• Great Commision Rate
• No Heavy Lifting
• No Long Distance Driving

Please send resume to 
sales@cedarspringspost.com

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 
616-696-1100

3563 Fernfield Dr.
Move-in ready

Only $53,000

SPACE FOR LEASE

430 Sq. Ft. Suite
Shared Kitchen,

Restrooms,
and Lobby.

230 W. Shaw, Howard City

CALL: 231-937-9180

P   STThe
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only $15
per week

5,000 copies 
printed weekly

Call 616.696.3655

Learn Play & Grow Day-
care has full-time openings. 
Let your child Learn Play 
& Grow with us! 616-255-
7624. #10-13p

For Sale

For Sale: 1 ton dual 
wheel 2002 Ford pickup 
cab and ½, 53,000 miles, 
black leather interior. Very 
Nice. Call 616-696-1527. 
#11,12p

Drivers: Dedicated Home 
WEEKLY! $1100+/wk! CDL-A, 6 
mos. OTR, Good Background. 
Apply www.mtstrans.com, MTS: 
800-305-7223. #11,12p

aparTmeNTs 
fOr reNT

Sharp 2 bedroom apartment. 
Remodeled, appliances, coin 
laundry, garage with opener. 
No smoking. No pets. Quiet. 
Seniors welcome. $675 
includes heat. Lease. 616-262-
6916 or 616-363-2702. #11-14p

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Found: A very friendly red 
striped cat has moved into our 
garage. He (?) is well fed and 
missing one back foot. I don’t 
know how recently he went 
missing. We live on 18 Mile just 
east of Myers Lake Rd. 616-
696-2553. #11

Found: 2 female kittens, 4-6 
months old, 1 torti/calico and 
gray and white. Found on 
February 29th around 5th Street 
and Oak Street, Sand Lake. Call 
Tiffany’s Tiny Cat Rescue. 616-
430-3140. Must have proof. #10

Free to Good Home: Young 
rabbits, 2 males, short hair, 
outdoor, about 5 months old. 
Good kid’s pet. NOT for food. 
Call 616-696-9225, ask for 
Faith. #11

Lost • Found • Free 

Animal Ads

are FREE 

in The POsT
696-3655

small ads 
make ¢ents



 #mednow

Sometimes care can’t wait. Which is why our doctors 
are available online 24/7 for your primary care needs. 
From nausea to pink eye, fever to rash, we’re bringing 
the expertise of a Top 15 health system to you.

To schedule a video visit call 844.322.7374
mednow.spectrumhealth.org

Care right where you are.

ONLINE 

24|7
PRIMARY CARE

©Spectrum Health 03.16

Looking for a job?
Manpower Can Help!

65 S. Main Street
Brick Building, Park in the back and enter lower level.

Corner of 10 Mile and Main St.
Manpower, Rockford, MI 49341

Call 616-866-3982 x 77178

Apply in person at Manpower of Rockford

Manpower has JOBS!
START THIS WEEK! $11.00 and Up!

• Material Handling – Forklift Driving
  Computer Skills Needed
• Wood Finishing Skills – Manufacturing
• Clerical 
• Assemblers 
• Packaging
• Pack Trackers/Mechanical Skills
• Hand Tools/Tape Measure/Warehouse/
  Stocking/Loader/Unloaders
• Machine Operators

join us At our job fair! 
Date: Saturday , March 22nd

Time: 9am-1pm

Location: Hearthside H1 in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan

3061 Shaffer SE Grand Rapids, MI 
49512

We are always seeking 
hardworking individuals to fill 
positions in the following areas on 
a regular basis. 
 
  • Manufacturing
 • Light Industrial
 • Warehouse Operations
 • Office Support

If you have experience in any of these 
areas, stop by our job fair. It’s likely 
that we have a job waiting for you! 

We have available positions for all 3 shifts in: 
• Maintenance

• Machine Operators
• Hilo Drivers

For more information, feel free to give Workbox 
Staffing a call at 616.326.2550!

join us At our job fair! 
Date: Saturday , March 22nd

Time: 9am-1pm
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Grand Rapids, Michigan
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We have available positions for all 3 shifts in: 
• Maintenance

• Machine Operators
• Hilo Drivers
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Staffing a call at 616.326.2550!
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Grand Rapids, Michigan

3061 Shaffer SE Grand Rapids, MI 
49512

We are always seeking 
hardworking individuals to fill 
positions in the following areas on 
a regular basis. 
 
  • Manufacturing
 • Light Industrial
 • Warehouse Operations
 • Office Support

If you have experience in any of these 
areas, stop by our job fair. It’s likely 
that we have a job waiting for you! 

We have available positions for all 3 shifts in: 
• Maintenance

• Machine Operators
• Hilo Drivers

For more information, feel free to give Workbox 
Staffing a call at 616.326.2550!
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Spring fishing has started 
for a few anglers and this is 
the perfect time for a good 
check- up of your boat, 
electronics and your fishing 
gear. Some of these tips are 
second nature and a number 
of them anglers overlook 
causing significant pain. 
I spoke with Vohn at Mat-
teson Marine and he point-
ed out some really good 
tips.

The first thing is checking 
the tire pressure. After sit-
ting all winter it is a good 
bet that the air pressure has 
lowered. Keep the pressure 
near the maximum manu-
factured suggested levels.

Bearings need grease. 
As a minimum you should 
pull the hub and actually 
check the bearings every 
two years, more often if 
you drive a lot. Even with 
a grease zert or a Bearing 
buddy system, it pays to 
check the bearings for wear 
and to investigate the quali-
ty of the grease.

If the bearings are still 
smooth and roll easily then 
you can add grease and be 

done with it. There is no 
reason to pack the cavity 
completely full between the 
two sets of bearings.

The lower unit lube 
should be replaced each 
year. There are two plugs 
on most motors. Remove 
the top plug then the lower 
plug. Have an empty coffee 
can or milk jug handy to 
catch the lube. 

One item that is over-
looked by most boaters is 
the seals for the impeller. 
Most manuals suggest re-
placing the seals every 3-5 
years. Many boaters wait 
until their engine horn or 
alarm sounds or until they 
have a problem.

Sucking up mud, sand or 
silt is one major cause of 
failed seals. Another is fish 
line. If the seals get cut, 
damage can occur quickly. 
A nice steady stream of wa-
ter should be shooting out 
the side of the motor.

Fresh gas is a must and 
most two cycle motors run 
their best with a mid-grade 
octane. Low octane gas can 
cause problems especially 

on the older motors. Your 
manual will state the sug-
gested octane.

Mercury Motors sug-
gests running a stabilizer 
with your gas if there is 
any chance of the gas sit-
ting longer than 30 days in 
the tank. Gas purchased at 
the local stations often has 
ethanol added. Ethanol will 
break down in time there-
fore a stabilizer will help.

Check your batteries, 
most are good for 3-5 years. 
If they are wet cell batteries 
then top them off with flu-
id. Charge up your batteries 
and make sure that each 
battery shows more than 
12 volts on a meter. A good 
battery should read 12.5 or 
higher on a volt meter.

Check all of your fluid 
levels on your engine. Pow-
er steering and oil levels are 
often forgotten.

Last, with the boat in the 
water check out you carpet-
ed bunks or rollers. If you 
have carpeted bunks make 
sure that the carpet is still 
in good condition. If worn 
or tore up replace it. If you 

have rollers make sure that 
each roller turns smooth. If 
not it is an easy job to re-
place.

Check the rod tips and 
guides with a Q-tip. If it 
snags up then most likely 
the guide or eye will need 
replacing. A burr or cut on 
the guides can translate 
into a frayed fishing line. It 
might be time for a new St. 
Croix rod.

Reels need a good clean-
ing. Get rid of the sand and 
debris. Loosen and tighten 
down the drag, lubricate 
the gears. Add fresh line to 
each reel. Mono line should 
be replaced at least once a 
season, braid might be good 
for a few seasons depending 
on how often you fish and 
retie.

Check the hooks on each 
lure. Make sure that they 
are razor sharp. If a pond 
is available then cast each 
lure and tune it so they 
run straight. Organize your 
tackle box so that each item 
is easily found. Take an in-
ventory and stock up on the 
lures that you are in low 

supply of.
I find more hidden tackle 

each spring, thus saving me 
money when I clean out and 
inventory my equipment. 
Take a little time now and 

check out these items or 
have the pros do it while 
saving time and money 
during the fishing season. 
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Lawn Fertilizing and Weed Control
NEW CUSTOMER SPECIAL!!!!!

Residential & Commercial

$19.99 first application up to 10,000 Sq. Ft.
or a Free Merit Grub-n-Bug Control App. 

Must order all 5 applications of Fert-n-Weed Control 

Call 616-887-3320 or stop by at 300 S. State St., Sparta

Mac’s
Rustic Sports

Your One Stop Sports Shop!

Sports Shop Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7am-8pm, Sat. - Sun. 6am-9pm
Convenience Store Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5am-10pm, Sat. 6am-10pm, 

Sun. 6am-9pm
519 Ensley • Howard City • 231.937.4372

Under             Ownership:NewNew Nick & Bob MacTavish

ouTdoors
Boat and equipment check list 
by Jack payne

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By ranger steve Mueller

Spring Equinox

Eric Payne with a large early season bass caught and released

The sun is directly east 
everywhere on Earth during 
the first day of Spring. It is 
a most dangerous time to 

drive east shortly after sunrise and west shortly before sun-
set. Many people have been injured or killed during travel 
due the Earth’s position on its annual trip around the sun. 

Wildlife make hazardous trips at this time of year, when 
hormone levels rise to stimulate seasonal movement. This 
week a muskrat and an opossum were killed at Ody Brook 
as they crossed the road.  

Whether you are at the North Pole, South Pole, equator, 
or at home on this date, the big warming ball of gas is about 
93 million miles east at sunrise and west at sunset. The sun 
does not rise and set. The Earth is spinning one rotation 
every 24 hours to make the sun appear to rise and set.

The 24-hour spinning rotation is different than the Earth’s 
revolution around the sun that takes 365 days for one trip. 
The Earth is held by the sun’s gravity as it is moves in a 
large loop around the hot gaseous ball. Put your palm to-
ward the sun and feel the warmth. The sun not only warms 

your hand, it warms your spirit. Attitudes and behavior 
change as daylight hours lengthen. Like people, animals 
experience hormone changes in response to day length 
changes. Animal migration to breeding grounds is under 
way. 

Monarch butterflies are departing wintering habitat in 
Mexico and are heading north. 

It is not just warmer temperatures that influence animal 
activity. The position of the Earth and sun are important. 
A North and South Pole line through Earth is not at a right 
angle with sun. The imaginary pole that extends from the 
most northern point of Earth to the most southern is tilted at 
an angle to the sun. The Earth is spinning like a top around 
that imaginary pole once every 24 hours. 

Interestingly, when the northern hemisphere is leaning 
toward the sun in summer, the Earth is farther from the sun 
than it is in midwinter when the hemisphere is leaning away 
from the sun. We are about 91.5 million miles from the sun 
in winter and about 94.5 million miles from the sun in sum-
mer. One would think we would be warmer when closer but 
the angle of tilt compared to the sun makes the difference. 

The northern hemisphere is tipped toward the sun in sum-
mer when we are farther away causing more direct sunrays 
to warm us more. 

Locally, many birds have arrived from the south by the 
first day of spring but others are still far south. Some, 
like Mourning Doves, may already be on nests. American 
Woodcocks are performing their mating display of dancing 
on the ground and aerial acrobatic flights high into the sky. 
Bluebirds claim nest boxes. Eastern Comma and Mourning 
Cloak butterflies hidden as adults all winter are venturing 
out on warm days. Woollybear caterpillars not seen since 
fall crawl in the leaf litter. 

During February and March as the equinox approaches, 
sap in trees and shrubs flows, causing buds to swell. Dam-
aged twigs leak sap. Squirrels and birds tend the wounds 
to lap the sugar rich sap. Freezing temperatures create sap-
sickles that hang as icicles when liquid flows from stems 
but freezes in air. I always enjoy sucking on these frozen 
sugary treats offered free for the taking by nature. 

Look around your yard for nature niche signs of spring 
that would not occur if the Earth did not revolve around 
the sun. Near the equator, day length and warmth remains 
fairly stable all year with a continuous growing season. 
Daylight length stays close to 12 hours as does darkness. 
Organisms near the equator do not get to experience shorter 
day light hours we have in winter or the wonderfully long 
lighted hours of summer. Enjoy the change of seasons with 
snow and rain, cold and warmth and animal movements 

during spring transition as 
plant growth bursts.

Natural history questions 
or topic suggestions can be 
directed to Ranger Steve 
(Mueller) at odybrook@char-
termi.net - Ody Brook Nature 
Sanctuary, 13010 Northland 
Dr. Cedar Springs, MI 49319 
or call 616-696-1753.

www.facebook.com/
cedarspringspost


