
What do they have in com-
mon? Creativity of course! 
Mother Nature or student 
teams it all happened this 
past weekend in West Mich-
igan.

Cedar Springs sent three 
Odyssey of the mind teams 
to Greenville on February 23 
to spontaneously think, pres-
ent, and reach for the stars—
meaning State Finals.

The new team of 1st-4th 
graders at Cedar Trails Ele-
mentary placed 2nd, reach-
ing their goal, earning a trip 
to State Finals, and silver 
medals.

This team is coached by 
Morgan Burris and Ra-
chel Stump with students, Blake Stump 4th 
grade; Kaleb Russell 4th grade; Luke Brown 
4th grade; Hailey Nichols 3rd grade; Morgan 
Sanders 3rd grade; Isaac Brown 2nd grade; and 
Tanner Burris 1st grade.
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Both cheer and boys bowling 
headed to state finalsFirst statewide 

study of PFAS 

in water supply
The Michigan Department of Environmental 

Quality (MDEQ) announced the results from the 
2018 state-wide sampling of public, school and 
tribal water supplies for per- and polyfluoroalkyl 
substances (PFAS). The $1.7 million study is the 
first of its kind in the nation.

The MDEQ oversaw the sampling of 1,114 
public water systems, 461 schools that operate 
their own wells, and 17 tribal water systems. Test 
results show that 90 percent of these supplies 
showed no detection for any PFAS. Very low lev-
els of PFAS below 10 parts per trillion (ppt) were 
detected in 7 percent of systems tested. PFAS 
levels between 10 and 70 ppt were detected in 3 
percent of systems tested.

Only the city of Parchment and Robinson El-
ementary School near Grand Haven had test re-
sults exceeding the United States Environmental 
Protection Agency (USEPA) Lifetime Health Ad-
visory (LHA) of 70 ppt for perfluorooctanoic acid 
(PFOA) and perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS) 
individually or combined in drinking water.

“This first-in-the-nation study of all public wa-
ter systems in the state has resulted in 3,000 peo-
ple in Parchment and an additional 300 students 
and teachers at Robinson Elementary being pro-
tected from high levels of previously unknown 
PFAS contamination in their water supply,” said 
MDEQ Director Liesl Clark.

These findings have also led to environmental 
investigations and protections for many families 
on their own wells in the affected areas.

The Parchment system was connected to the 
city of Kalamazoo’s municipal water system in 
August of 2018. Robinson Elementary is current-
ly supplied with bottled water and plans to install 
a carbon filtration system later this year.

In addition to public water systems, schools, 
and tribal systems, the MDEQ has expanded its 

Polar Vortex, Bomb cyclone and Odyssey of 
the Mind

By Judy Reed

History was made last 
weekend as the Cedar 
Springs Competitive Cheer 
locked in a bid to travel to 

state finals for the first time 
in nine years, and the boys 
bowling team won its first 
regional championship, en-
abling the team to travel to 
the state finals. Two individ-

ual bowlers—one from the 
boys team and one from the 
girls team—will also travel 
to the state finals. Turn to 
page 9 for all the info.

This Odyssey of the Mind team from Cedar Trails Elementary will heading to the state finals on March 16. 
Courtesy photo.

Dixon, Brayden Fisk, 
Riley Robb, and 
Holden Wolf. 

The other Ce-
dar Springs Middle 
school team placed 
4th, Honorable 
Mention. They are 
coached by Michelle 
Wiles and Traci 
Slager, with students 
Coryn Wiles; Alana 
Wiles; Nate Slager; 
Jeremiah Slager; 
Aiden Lakes; Brielle 
Sarniak; and Jack 
Cairy.

We wish the Ce-
dar Trails team much 
luck at state finals on 
March 16, and con-
gratulate all the stu-
dents for their hard 

work and perseverance.
If you are interested in learning more about 

the Odyssey of the Mind program for your 
student check out miodyssey.com. Region 2.

The team from Cedar Springs Middle 
school earned a bronze 3rd place, narrowly 
missing a chance to advance. This team is by 
coached by Rhanda Bordeaux with students, 
Derek Bordeaux, Silas Johnson, William 

Boys bowling team won their first ever regional championship. L to R:  Andrew Fliearman, Alex Steil, Jonah 
Drake, Dane Conely,Josh Beebe, Ethan Plummer, Cody Marshall, Coach Tim Jackson. Courtesy photo.  

The Cedar Springs Competitive Cheer team will now head to state finals after placing third at regionals. Cour-
tesy photo.

PLUS
Tax Time Tips ............ page 10
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CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM

 Christopher Confl itti 
tnegA sremraF lacoL ruoY     

  NIAM S 03
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      5528.696.616
Call for your no obligation quote!

CSBrew 

Trivia Series
This Tuesday’s 

Winning Teams!

Team 7
Jessica, Corrie 

& Jason

Knights 2.0
Larry, Jean, Gail

& Bruce

Join us next Tuesday 
at 7:30pm

Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 36 years

Children of CS grads racing 

quarter midget cars

2019 Cedar 
Springs & HCNC 
Renaissance/
Fantasy Faire
New Venue Site, New Theme, 
Same Vision

FBI seeks to identify rightful owners 
in cultural artifacts case

The Christensen family travel the country to see their boys race. 
Courtesy photo.

The Cedar Springs Renaissance Faire is back with a new 
venue, a new theme, and a twist on the name, but the same 
vision as they’ve always had.

“Our vision is to create a family friendly outdoor faire/
festival blending history and fantasy to create a more varied 
experience for our community and guests,” said commit-
tee member Perry Hopkins, of Kin of Hope Natural Health/
Perry’s Place llc for herbs, teas, and more. The other two 
members of the committee are Nancy Starr, of the Cedar 
Springs Historical Museum, and Kim Gillow, of Howard 
Christensen Nature Center.

This year the event will be held May 18-19 from 11 a.m. 
to 6 p.m. at the Howard Christensen Nature Center’s Camp 
Lily site on 530 20 Mile Rd, Kent City, with all proceeds 
going to support the nature center as well.

This year’s theme will combine European Renaissance (a 
time of cultural, artistic, political, and economic “rebirth” 
from the 14th century to 17th century) with epic fantasy 
characters (heroic & legendary characters similar to King 
Arthur, Catherine of Aragon, Robin Hood, Joan of Arc, 
Hobbits, Amazons, etc.). 

They are looking for people to audition to be a part of 
their cast. 

Cast auditions for the 2019 Cedar Springs & HCNC Re-
naissance/Fantasy Faire will be held March 9, at 5:30 p.m. 
in the Kin of Hope Natural Health Dance & Fitness Studio 
located at 90 N. Main Street in Downtown Cedar Springs 
(on the second floor above Perry’s Place llc for herbs, teas, 
and more.) They will be looking for cast to play various 
roles in human royalty, elf royalty, commoners, soldiers, 
and are open to other cast figures. If you have any questions 
please email Perry Hopkins at kinofhope@yahoo.com

Patrick and Penny (Towns) Christensen 
are both 1993 graduates of Cedar Springs 
who still consider Cedar Springs home. Both 
moved away shortly after high school and 
come back as often as possible. Penny works 
in education and Patrick works as a software 
engineer. The family currently resides in 
Georgia.

The Christensens have two sons who are 
race car drivers since the age of 5. Seth, 11, 
and Lane, 7, both driver USAC quarter midg-
et race cars. The boys participate on the local, 
regional, and national level for the majority 
of the year. The family travels together to 
races as far away as: Pennsylvania, Illinois, 
Indiana, Tennessee, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Florida, Alabama, Texas, and Geor-
gia. The race calendar stretches from Febru-

Lane Christensen is vying for a sponsorship opportunity. 
Courtesy photo.

Artifacts on display at Don Miller’s farm in 2014. For more than seven decades, Miller unearthed cultural 
artifacts from North America, South America, Asia, the Caribbean, and in Indo-Pacific regions such as 
Papua New Guinea. Photo courtesy FBI.gov.

Four years ago, after an op-
eration in rural Indiana result-
ed in the largest single recov-
ery of cultural property in FBI 
history, the Bureau’s Art Crime 
Team faced an unprecedented 
challenge: how to identify the 
rightful owners of more than 
7,000 seized artifacts that 
came from locations spanning 
the globe.

The efforts to identify and 
repatriate the cultural prop-
erty—which included ap-
proximately 500 sets of hu-
man remains looted largely 
from Native American burial 
grounds—is ongoing, and the 
FBI is now publicizing the 
case, along with an invita-
tion-only website detailing the 
items, in the hopes of gaining 

RACING - continues on page 5



further assistance from governments around the world and from 
Native American tribes.

 “There is no single expert that can tell us everything we need 
to know about all of this material,” said Special Agent Tim Car-
penter, who oversees the FBI’s art theft program and who led the 
2014 recovery effort in Indiana. “This case requires the FBI to go 
out and seek assistance from many experts in the field.”

The seized artifacts and human remains were part of a much 
larger collection amassed by Don Miller, a renowned scientist 
who helped build the first atomic bomb and a globetrotting ama-
teur archaeologist whose passion for collecting sometimes crossed 
the line into illegality and outright looting.

For more than seven decades, Miller unearthed cultural artifacts 
from North America, South America, Asia, the Caribbean, and in 
Indo-Pacific regions such as Papua New Guinea. A Ming Dynasty 
vase or intricate Italian mosaic might be on display in his home 
alongside Civil War and Revolutionary War items.

“Don would collect pretty much anything,” Carpenter said. “He 
collected from just about every corner of the globe.” Areas of his 
Waldron, Indiana, farmhouse where he displayed many of the ap-
proximately 42,000 items in his collection were stacked “floor to 
ceiling” with material, Carpenter said. “But his passion, I think, 
was Native American cultural goods.”

Although Miller opened his 
home over the years to school 
groups and others wishing to 
view his collection, he mostly 
kept hidden hundreds of human 
remains. A tip to the FBI in 2013 
that he had such remains led 
Carpenter to his door.

A year before his death at the 
age of 91, Miller agreed to re-
linquish items he had likely ac-
quired in violation of state and 
federal law and international 
treaties. “He cooperated with 
us throughout the course of the 
investigation,” Carpenter said, 
“and it was his wish that we take 
these objects and return them to 
their rightful owners, and for the 
Native American ancestors to be 
reburied appropriately.”

During a painstaking, six-day 
recovery operation in 2014, the 
FBI took possession of 7,000 
items.

“It was a very complex oper-
ation,” Carpenter recalled. “We 
are not treating this material as 
simply evidence. These objects 
are historically, culturally, and 
spiritually important, and you 
have to take that into consider-
ation.” He added, “We are deal-
ing in many cases with objects 
that are thousands of years old. 
So imagine a scenario where 
you take an artifact that was cre-
ated 4,000 years ago, survived in 
the ground or a tomb, survived 
being looted, survived being 
transported to the United States, 
has been in this guy’s house for 
the last 60 years, and the FBI 
comes along and we pick it up 
and we stumble and we drop it 
and we break it. That’s a pretty 
bad day.”
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Request your 
Kent County Credit  Union 

Visa Credit Card today 

14111 White Creek, Cedar Springs 
mykccu.com | (616) 696-3650

Small enough to care... 
Big enough to serve!

You Deserve a 
Better Card!

No Annual Fee 
Low Rates on Everyday 
Purchases 
ScoreCard Rewards 
No Balance Transfer Fee 

Michigan’s move over law expanded

Starting February 13, Michigan’s Move Over law ex-
panded to require drivers to slow down and move over 
when passing emergency, maintenance, and utility vehicles 
on the road.

Drivers now have to slow down to 10 mph below the 
posted speed limit as well as yield their lane, if possible, 
when passing police or emergency vehicles, roadside tow 
trucks, garbage trucks, maintenance, and utility vehicles 
that have amber lights flashing. Failure to do so could re-
sult in a civil offense subject to a $400 fine.

Museum studies graduate students from Indiana University-Purdue 
University Indianapolis (IUPUI) help care for the recovered artifacts 
in a facility near Indianapolis where all the recovered artifacts are 
housed securely and temperature, humidity, and light levels are con-
trolled. Students and highly trained IUPUI staff also help prepare the 
artifacts for shipping when repatriation occurs. Photo courtesy FBI.gov.
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Max T. Demorest Sr., age 62, passed away 
Tuesday, February 26, 2019 at Trillium 
Woods. Max was born April 18, 1956 
in Grand Rapids, MI the son of Donald 
and Thelma (Russell) Demorest Sr. He 
loved camping and boating. He coached 
his kids rocket football and T-ball and 
loved spending time with his brothers and 
family. He adored spending time with his 
grandchildren as well. He is survived by 
his children, Max Demorest Jr., Angelia 
Demorest, Eric (Bobbie) Demorest, 
Bradley Demorest; grandchildren, Austin, 
Makayla, Kiersten, Landon, Jarek, Claudia, 
Ava, Mason and Hudson; great-grandson, 
Rylan; brothers, Donald (Terri) Demorest 
Jr., James Demorest Sr., Craig (Laura) 
Demorest; sisters, Sally (Marty) Roelofs, 
Christine Shears; brothers and sisters-in-
law, Dino (Tina) Masteropietro, Aldonna 
Spain; many nieces and nephews. Max was 
preceded in in death by his wife, Laura; 
parents; mom, Gloria Demorest; brother, 
Rusty; daughter-in-law, Danielle Demorest; 
brother-in-law, Brian Shears. The family 
will greet friends Monday from noon-2 p.m. 
and 4-6 p.m. until time of service at 6:00 
p.m. at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral 
Home, Cedar Springs.

Arrangement by Bliss-Witters & Pike 

Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant
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From the Pulpit

Do you know that Saturday is the Sabbath?
To learn more about 
the Sabbath and the 
truth of the bible visit

The Church of God
Fellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209 www.cogfgomi.org

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship  10:45am
Awana & Youth Sunday Evening 

(Sept. - April) 5:30pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting   7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Rev. Darryl Miller Worship Service 9:30 am 

SERVICE TIME: 10 am 22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Bill Dixon
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

St. John Paul II Parish
A Welcoming Catholic Church

3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2-mqa.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 

10:30 a.M.

MondayS:

open prayer 

7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online

non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs

616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Bill Johnson
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

 

 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

 
Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

&HGDU�6SULQJV�&HGDU�6SULQJV�&HGDU�6SULQJV�&HGDU�6SULQJV� �

8QLWHG�0HWKRGLVW�

6XQGD\�:RUVKLS�������	�������
COURTLAND-OAKFIELD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 11 AM
Enhanced Fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/F

866-4298 
coumc.weebly.com

Pastor: Rev. Kim DeLong

Living Truth Fellowship       
https://LTFtruth.wixsite.com/home

Meeting at White Creek Est. Comm. Bldg.
15851 White Creek Ave NE,   Cdr. Springs, MI

Nov. 18 & Dec. 16,  times for 2019 to be posted 
BYO dish to pass, 2 p.m., lesson 3 p.m. Teaching the 

Creational Truth of Mankind - Dr. Ron Pleune, Teacher

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

SUNDAY WORSHIP 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
 Senior Pastor risti . Rhodes

Worship: Sunday 10:00 am 

Nursery & Children’s Church during message

*Youth - Sunday 11:30 am-12:30 pm

*Kidzone - Wednesday 6-7:30 pm *Thursday - Open Prayer 6-7:30 pm

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories MMMMM

bituaryOOOOO
TTMAX T. DEMOREST

Pastor Bill Dixon 
SOLON CENTER WESLEYAN CHURCH

 15671 Algoma Ave, NE, Cedar Springs 
HE SAID WUT?! 

Have you ever heard someone say some-
thing so shocking that it made you take a 
step back and say to yourself, he or she said 
wut?!. A few weeks ago, I started a series 
called, He Said Wut?! As a church, we be-
gan to look at a few shocking things that 
Jesus said about everyday stuff like, anger, 
lust, marriage, promise-keeping, retalia-
tion, and loving our enemies. 

Throughout this section of scripture, 
which begins in Matthew chapter 5 verse 
21, Jesus follows a pattern. He always starts 

off by saying, “You have heard it said…” or 
something similar to that and then He goes 
onto mention an Old Testament Law. After 
this, Jesus always goes onto say, “But I tell 
you…” which is Jesus’ way of saying, lis-

ten to what I’m about to tell you. 

I want to do is share with you just one of 
the topics that Jesus addresses. It is a topic 
that is out of control in our world today—
anger. Listen to what Jesus has to say and 
then I will point out a few things for you to 
chew on. 

21 “You have heard it was 
said to the people long ago, 
‘Do not murder, and anyone 
who murders will be subject 
to judgement.’ 22 But I tell 
you that anyone who is an-
gry with his brother will be 
subject to judgement. Again, 
anyone who says to his broth-
er, Raca, is answerable to the 
Sanhedrin. But anyone who 
says, ‘You Fool!’ will be in 
danger of the fire of hell. 23 
Therefore, if you are offering 
your gift at the altar and there 
remember that your brother 
has anything against you, 24 
leave your gift there in front 
of the altar. First go and be 

reconciled to your brother; then come and 
offer your gift. 25 Settle matters quickly 
with your adversary who is taking you to 
court. Do it while you are still on the way, 
or he may hand you over to the judge, and 
the judge may hand you over to the officer, 
and you may be thrown into prison. 26 I tell 
you the truth, you will not get out until you 
have paid the last penny.” (NIV)

Jesus equates being angry with…murder. 
Here is what I believe Jesus is getting at. I 
believe that He is saying that if you are an-
gry with your brother (could mean anyone) 
you are no better in God’s eyes than some-
one who literally takes an innocent life. I be-
lieve He is saying that if you are angry with 
your brother (again, could mean anyone), 
you are a murderer. So, are you a murderer? 
Maybe not in your own eyes, but in God’s 
eyes you are. 

Before you decide to stop reading hear me 
out on a few things. 

1: Jesus is not saying that all anger is bad. 
There is such a thing as good or righteous 
anger. We know this because the Bible 
clearly teaches that God gets angry. And 
we know that God is good so there must be 
such a thing as good or righteous anger. In 
fact, if you look at the Gospels, Jesus gets 
angry. Go and read Matthew 21:12-13. Not 
long after Jesus entered Jerusalem for the 
last time, He entered the synagogue (Jew-
ish Church) and looked around and saw that 
a lot of people were doing things that they 
should not of have been doing. So, what 
does Jesus do? Listen to what was written… 

“Jesus entered the temple area and drove 
out all who were buying and selling there. 
He overturned the tables of the money 
changers and the benches of those selling 
droves. It is written, he said to them, ‘My 
house will be called a house of prayer, but 
you are making it a den of robbers” Mat-
thew 21:12-13 (NIV).

There are plenty of things going on in our 
world today that should make us angry, es-
pecially as Christians. The problem is our 
anger often times goes off the rails and be-

PULPIT - continues on page 6
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From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

One thing you can learn 

by watching the clock is that 

it passes time by keeping 

its hands busy.

He also that is slothful in his work is brother to him that is a 

great waster.

Proberbs 18:9

MMMMM
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Visit us online @ 
www.cedarspringspost.com

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 words. The subject should 
be relevant to local readers, and the editor reserves the right to reject letters or 
edit for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns. All submis-
sions MUST be accompanied by full name, mailing address and daytime phone 
number. We use this information to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do not print 
anonymous letters, or acknowledge letters we do not use. Writers are limited to 
one letter per month. Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or send to Post 
Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.
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Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek

MANAGER-OWNER

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 EAST DIVISION STREET

SPARTA, MI 49345-1394

Phone 616.887.1761 

Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 yearsIndependently Family Owned and Operated for Over 50 years!

JOHN E. ASPINALL
John E. Aspinall, 
age 70, passed away 
Sunday, February 
24, 2019 in Grand 
Rapids. John was 
born July 9, 1948 in 
Evart, MI the son of 
Lonnie and Dorothy 
(Bodman) Aspinall. 
His grand kids were 
the light of his life. 
He loved to tinker 
on anything motorized. John also enjoyed 
hunting, fishing and listening to old country 
music. He is survived by his children, 
John (Brandy) Aspinall, Teri Aspinall, 
Tracy (Adam) Albrecht and Amy Aspinall; 
grandchildren, Corrine (Nate) MacDonald, 
Cortney Aspinall, Jaxson Aspinall, Justin 
Bogner, Jesse Johnson, Landon Johnson, 
Noah Aspinall, Brody Albrecht and Amiyah 
Albrecht; sisters, Sheila (Jim) Young, 
Shirley (Rick) Mockeman, Evy Drowley, 
Margie Vincent, Barb (Bill) Johnson and 
Linda (Gordon) Tower; brothers, Dick 
(Delores) Aspinall and Bob Fisher. He 
was preceded in death by his parents. The 
family will greet friends Saturday from 
noon until time of service at 1:00 p.m. at the 
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar 
Springs. Following the service a luncheon 
will be held at the American Legion.

Arrangement by Bliss-Witters & Pike 

Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

WILLIAM GREGONES
William Gregones, 
age 73, passed away 
Sunday, February 
24, 2019 in Grand 
Rapids. Bill was 
born June 18, 1945 
in Grand Rapids, 
the son of John and 
Alma (Seaborn) 
Gregones. He was 
in the U.S. Navy 
during Vietnam and 
was in the active Naval reserve from 1975 
– 1989. Bill was a former commander at 
the American Legion Post #287 in Cedar 
Springs and was a member of the Sons of 
the American Legion. He is survived by his 
wife of 50 years, Brenda (Banta) Gregones; 
children, John (Brandy) Gregones, Matthew 
Gregones and Lisa (Paul) Hollenbeck; 11 
grandchildren and 1 great-granddaughter; 
brothers, Michael (LaVonne) Gregones, 
Robert Gregones; sisters, Pam (Dale) 
Larson and Robin (David) Oie. He was 
preceded in death by his parents. The 
family will greet friends Thursday from 
10:00 a.m. until time of service at 11:00 
a.m. at the United Methodist Church, Cedar 
Springs. Pastor Bill Johnson officiating. 
Interment Elmwood Cemetery. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Purple 
Heart Homes.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 

Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

Put recycle items in proper dumpster

Dear Citizens of Kent County,
What will it take to get you to put your 

recycle items into the proper dumpster at 
the North Kent Transfer Station on 10 Mile 
Rd? There is a Joni Mitchell song called 
“The Big Yellow Taxi” and in that song 
there is part of a lyric which says, “You 
don’t know what you got until it’s gone.” 
What would the citizens of Kent County 
do if the recycling dumpsters were taken 
away? Can Rockford landfill handle more 
unnecessary items? I see people throwing 
cardboard into plastic/metal/glass/paper 
dumpsters. I see unnecessary trash/garbage 
in these dumpsters. I see large black plastic 
garbage bags filled with who knows what 
in the dumpster. Empty the bags. Reuse the 
bags. The recycling personnel have no use 
for them. The bags just get tossed in the 
landfill. I was told by the person who runs 

the scales that if a dumpster is mostly filled 
with unnecessary items, the whole dump-
ster is dumped in the landfill. 

Citizens of Kent County, stop abusing the 
system. Those of us who are 70 years of age 
or younger wouldn’t handle a depression or 
a situation like WWII where people had to 
reuse and recycle. We have this mentality 
of just throwing things out. “Out of sight 
out of mind”—is that the thinking of those 
who abuse the system? I would like to see 
the persons who abuse the system fined. 
But it would be impossible. Take the time 
and sort out what you have and put it in the 
right dumpster! You don’t know what you 
have until it’s gone.

Lenn Perry

Kent County Citizen

-ary to November.
In February, the Christensen boys raced at 

Daytona International Speedway in Florida 
to kick off both Speed Weeks in Daytona 
and their USAC race season. Seth compet-
ed in Senior Honda, Light 160, and Light 
World Formula. He placed 4th, 12th, and 
9th respectively. Lane competed in Junior 
Honda and Junior Animal. He placed 2nd 
and 12th respectively.

According to Penny, many well-known 
race car drivers have started out in quarter 
midgets. Joey Logano, Harrison Burton, 
and Jeff Gordon all started in quarter midg-
ets speeding around a 1/20th of a mile race 
track. “Many of the older boys who raced 
with Seth and Lane have already gone on to 

race bigger cars at larger venues,” she said.
Lane, the youngest, has a chance at a 

sponsorship opportunity. InTech trailers is 
letting race fans to vote for who wins the 
use of an InTech trailer and is the ambas-
sador to their racing community. Lane re-
ceived enough votes to make it out of over 
200 racers to the top 10; he now wants to 
advance to the top ten finalists.

Voting is happening now through March 
8th online. You can vote now for Lane 
Christensen at http://apply.intechtrailers.
com/cast-your-vote. See the Christensen 
Family Motorsports Facebook fan page 
for more details and to follow the family 
through this racing season.

....continued from page 2

Racing



theTable at The Springs Church
Feb.28, Mar.7: Meals are served every Thursday fom 5:30 
to 6:30 pm at The Springs Church on the corner of Oak and 
Grant. All are welcome to theTable to enjoy this meal that 
is being shared with us! #tfnb

Lose weight sensibly with TOPS
Mar. 5: Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit 
weight loss support group for men and women, meets every 
Tuesday at the Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sand Lake. 
Your first visit is free so come check out what TOPS can 
do to help you reach your weigh loss goals! Weigh-ins 
8:15-9am, meeting starts at 9:15am. In case of inclement 
weather, meetings are cancelled if Tri-County or Cedar 
Springs schools are closed. Call Martha at 696-1039 for 
more information. #09

God’s Kitchen in Cedar Springs
Mar. 5,12,19,26: Join us for dinner every Tuesday. God’s 
Kitchen – Cedar Springs welcomes families from Northern 
Kent County and the surrounding area to a Tuesday Evening 
Meal. No charge – no registration required!  Served from 
5:30 – 6:30 pm at the St. John Paul II Parish, 3110 – 17 Mile 
Rd., Cedar Springs. For more information, call the Church 
office at 616-696-3904. #9

North Kent Toastmasters Club Meeting
Mar. 5,19: 1st and 3rd Tuesday each month @ 7pm to 

8:45pm. Each meeting is an opportunity to improve 
our communication and leadership skills. We improve 
our communication by sharing our stories in prepared 
presentations. We build our leadership skills by serving 
in meeting roles and planning events. Visit our friendly, 

supportive, social environment. Find us on Facebook! Meet 

us at Meet-UP! Better yet, attend our meeting at Bella Vista 
Church, 5100 Belding Road, Rockford, west entrance. 
Share the FUN!! For info, call Sue at 616-481-9840 or visit 
our website http://www.nkctm.org. You’re Always Among 

Friends At Toastmasters -- Where Leaders Are Made!! #9

MCC Offers Bus Trip to Chicago
Mar. 16: Montcalm Community College offers a one-day 
bus trip to Chicago on March 16. Registration is underway 
and ends at noon on March 13. The cost is $24 for students 
and $45 for non-students. The fee covers the cost of 
transportation, and participants must pay for their food and 
for their entry fees to attractions. Participants have time to 
visit one or two attractions during the trip. Popular options 
include the Adler Planetarium, the Art Institute of Chicago, 
the Field Museum of Natural History, the Museum of 
Science & Industry and Shedd Aquarium. The bus leaves 
MCC’s Sidney campus at 6:45 a.m., picks up passengers at 
the Greenville Walmart parking lot at 7:15 a.m. and returns 
to MCC at 10:30 p.m. Children ages 12-17 may attend with 
an adult. Children younger than 12 are not permitted to 
attend. Please visit www.montcalm.edu/chicago for more 
information and a link to register online. #9
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of theWeek

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

CLASSIC KELLY’S

HHometown
Happenings

Hometown	Happenings	articles	are	a	community	service	for	non-profit	agencies	only.	Due	to	popular	demand	
for	placement	in	this	section,	we	can	no	longer	run	all	articles.	Deadline	for	articles	is	Monday	at	5	p.m.	This	is	
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 

apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include 

name and phone number for any questions we may have.

Library

SPENCER TOWNSHIP BRANCH
14960 Meddler Ave.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday & Wednesday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 5:00 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM

Directory

We have 

something for

everyone!

ced@llcoop.org
www.cedarspringslibrary.org
fb: cedarspringspubliclibrary

616-696-1910
107 N Main Street

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

MON - FRI 10 - 6
SATURDAY 9 - 12

Cedar Springs Community 

Library

YOUR HOMETOWN

NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM

KENT THEATRE
DIGITAL Movies at the

NOW SHOWING

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com 616-696-SHOW7 4 6 9

SHOWTIMES:
FRIDAY: 6:00PM
SATURDAY:  3:00PM • 6:00PM 
SUNDAY:  3:00PM • 6:00PM

Movie Tickets 

ONLY $3.00

FRI., MARCH 1 
SAT., MARCH 2 
SUN., MARCH 3

MARCH 9-10(R
ES

CH
ED

UL
ED

)

COMING SOON: ON STAGE

Classic 
Radio Skits

MARCH 14-16

H VS Builders
Honest Affordable Quality Workmanship

Scott Henningsen
Licensed & Insured

616-255-5734
www.hvsbuilders.com

• New Construction
• Remodeling
• Additions
• Siding

• Roofing
• Flooring: from carpet to tile
• Decks
• Garages

FREE ESTIMATES

Hard of hearing

An elderly man noticed that his wife seemed to be 
losing her hearing, so he thought he would test it. He 
stood about 20 feet behind her and asked, “Can you 
hear me, sweetheart?” There was no reply. She just kept 
reading her book.

So this time he moved to 10 feet behind her and asked 
again if she could hear him. Still no reply.

He then moved a bit closer, to only 5 feet behind her 
and asked again. But she still didn’t answer.

This team he leaned over just few inches from her ear 
and asked, “Can you hear me now, honey?”

His wife slammed the book shut and sighed in frustra-
tion. “For the fourth time, yes, I can hear you!”

comes unrighteous/sinful. Jesus is talking about the type of 
anger that holds grudges towards others. He is talking about 
the times when we say and do things that are meant to hurt 
others—maybe not physically, but emotionally and spiritu-
ally. 

Here is the second point I want you to chew on. 
2: Jesus is clarifying (making known) the spirit of the law. 
The spiritual leaders of the day had the letter of the Law 

down pat. They knew and understood that God did not want 
them to murder folks. Many of us have the letter of the Law 
down pat as well. We get it. Murdering people is bad. But 
here is the thing. Jesus makes it clear that stopping short of 
murdering people is not good enough. He is making it clear 
that, like the leaders of His day, we are missing the spirit of 

Pulpit
...continued from page 4

the law. 
God is not interested in us becoming people who just stop 

short of literally murdering each other. No. He is interested 
in us becoming people who constantly value others. In other 
words, God is interested in us becoming people who con-
stantly treat others with dignity, respect, and love. This is 
the spirit behind the law of ‘Do not Murder’ (Exodus 20:13). 

Let me end with a few questions: 
1: Are you in need of open-heart surgery? The reality is, 

unrighteous/sinful anger is a heart problem. Matthew 15:19 
makes this clear. If this is you, if you are struggling with an-
ger (valuing others), do this. Stop what you are doing and go 
to the Lord. Ask Him to do what only He can do, and that is 
this, to forgive you and to begin to transform you inside out 
by the power of His Holy Spirit. 

2: What is one relationship that you have that needs recon-
ciling? Have you done or said something to someone in the 
past or maybe recently that has caused an offense? Instead 
of ignoring that you have wronged someone, here is what 
you need to do. First, ask God for forgiveness (1 John 1:9) 
then, go to the person, acknowledge your error, ask them for 
forgiveness, and then do everything in your power to bring 
about reconciliation to that relationship (read again verses 
23-26). 

God wants us to become people who constantly value 
others. Who constantly treat others with dignity, respect and 
love. 



THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

Since 1916, Auto-Owners and your  
local independent agent have  

been there when it matters most. 

Trusted for generations...

GEBHARDT INSURANCE
CEDAR SPRINGS

www.gebhardtins.com

Is your sleep problem tied to the family tree? 
Here are 3 diet tips to reverse it
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ARTIFACTS - continures on page 12

HEALTH & BEAUTY

W E L C O M I N G  N E W  PAT I E N T S !

·	 CLEANINGS
·	 COSMETIC DENTISTRY
·	 TOOTH WHITENING
·	 INVISALIGN
·	 TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS

* Contact our office to verify acceptance of your plan.

·	 IMPLANT RESTORATIONS
·	 CROWNS/BRIDGES/DENTURES
·	 ROOT CANALS
·	 EXTRACTIONS
·	 EMERGENCY SERVICE

OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY- THURSDAY 8AM-5PM
20 E CHURCH ST NE, CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319

“WE LOVE TO SEE YOU SMILE”
Dr. Andy Setaputri

WE PROVIDE COMPLETE DENTAL CARE FOR ADULTS AND KIDS. 

We accept most dental insurances including Delta Dental traditional and PPO plans.* 

616-696-9420 
www.micedardental.com

 It’s estimated that 50-70 
million U.S. adults have 
some type of sleeping dis-
order. And what you eat or 
don’t eat may impact how 
you sleep.

 Many studies provide 
evidence of how nutrition 
influences sleep quality and 
also plays a role in disor-
ders such as sleep apnea, 
snoring, TMJ, and insom-
nia. Some doctors say the 
connection goes even fur-
ther—perhaps back one or 
two generations in a family 
tree.

 “Although patients often 
understand the role that diet 
plays in their overall health, 
many are surprised to find 
out that factors such as what 
their mother ate, or what 
their family traditionally 
eats, may have also played 
a role in their issues with 
breathing-related sleep dis-

orders and TMJ,” saysDr. 
Shab Krish, author of Re-

store Your Rest: Solutions 

for TMJ and Sleep Dis-

orders (www.krish.com). 
“That happens when out-
side stimulus detected by 
the body causes modifica-
tions at the cellular level, 
known as epigenetics. 
Diet can have a signifi-
cant impact on changes to 
the cells.

“Several studies show 
that a poor or high-fat diet 
is detrimental to health 
across several generations. 
So what the mother eats 
when she is pregnant can 
affect the cells of the fetus. 
But the good news is that 
epigenetic marks are re-
versible and can respond to 
environmental changes like 
a healthy diet.”

 Dr. Krish has three diet 
recommendations that can 

lead to healthier cells and 
better sleep:

Avoid Inflammatory 
foods. Dr. Krish says foods 
such as sugar, dairy prod-
ucts and gluten can cause 
inflammation and weight 
gain all over the body. This 
in turn increases the chances 
of sleep disorders. “For ex-
ample, if there is excess fat 
in the neck, it can put more 
pressure on the airway,” Dr. 
Krish says. “Sugar is the 
worst; it causes inflamma-

tion everywhere, including 
in the nasal passages, which 
can cause a person to devel-
op a bad habit of breathing 
through the mouth. And 
when that happens, the 
lower jaw is set back and 
downward, which can lead 
to poor tongue position and 
poor swallowing habits. All 
of these contribute to sleep 
issues.”

 Load up on Omega 3s. 
“The typical Western diet 
is filled with refined carbo-

hydrates and animal pro-
teins and does not include 
many inflammation-re-
ducing Omega 3s—fatty 
acids which have been 
shown to reduce cardiac 
arrest,” Dr. Krish says. 
Omega 3 foods Krish 
recommends include 
fish (anchovy, mackerel, 
salmon, sardines); nuts 
and seeds (walnuts, flax 
seeds); navy beans and 
soybeans; and vegetables 
such as spinach and brus-

sel sprouts.
Eat epigenetic boost-

ers. “An epigenetic diet 
can maximize the health 
of DNA,” says Dr. Krish. 
“Foods such as broccoli, 
turmeric, and green tea have 
demonstrated the ability to 
slow or reverse damage to 
the DNA. Foods that are 
rich in folate (vitamin B9) 
improve epigenetics. These 
include citrus fruits, straw-
berries, and leafy green 

vegetables. Foods rich vi-
tamin B12, such as milk, 
meat, fish and eggs, also are 
part of the folate family and 
boost epigenetics.”

“When it comes to sleep 
problems, nasal breathing 
and issues of the jaw and 
mouth, inflammation is a 
big culprit,” Dr. Krish says. 
“A strong overall diet goes 
a long way toward reducing 
it.”

Dr. Shab Krish, author 

of Restore Your Rest: Solu-

tions for TMJ and Sleep 

Disorders, is director 

of TMJ & Sleep Thera-

py Centre of North Texas 

(www.krish.com). She has 

board certifications with 
the American Academy of 

Craniofacial Pain and the 

American Board of Cranio-

facial Dental Sleep Med-

icine. She is also a double 

specialist in both periodon-

tics and endodontics.

PFAS testing to include 168 childcare providers and Head 
Start programs in the state that operate their own wells. To date 
152 of these test results have been received and 89 percent 
have been non-detect, 6 percent less than 10 ppt, and 5 percent 
at 10 ppt or higher for total PFAS. None have been above the 
LHA of 70 ppt.

Clark also announced that MPART (Michigan PFAS Action 
Response Team) will pay for quarterly monitoring this year of 
municipal systems, schools and daycares with total PFAS lev-
els of 10 ppt or higher. The MDEQ will oversee the continued 
sampling of 35 municipal systems, 19 schools and 8 daycar-
es. The MDEQ will also take initial samples of 12 Head Start 
programs that were closed for the winter and three community 
water systems that could not be scheduled in 2018.

“Protecting the public remains our top priority,” Clark said. 
“MPART will continue to work with communities with detec-
tions of PFAS in their water to help them investigate and take 
action to drive down exposure levels.”

Statewide testing results are published on the MPART web 
site. Roughly 75 percent of the state’s drinking water comes 
from public systems. Although private residential wells are not 
within the scope of the study of public water supplies, infor-
mation on independent testing and filtering options is available 
from MPART at Michigan.gov/PFASresponse.

PFAS compounds are a group of emerging and potentially 
harmful contaminants used in thousands of applications glob-
ally including firefighting foam, food packaging, and many 
other consumer products. These compounds also are used by 
industries such as tanneries, metal platers, and clothing manu-
facturers. The discovery of PFAS contamination is a nationally 
growing trend across the Unit-
ed States.

In January 2018, the MDEQ 

acted to set a new clean-up standard for PFAS in groundwater 
used for drinking water of 70 parts per trillion for perfluorooc-
tanoic acid (PFOA) and perfluorooctanesulfonic acid (PFOS) 
individually or combined. Michigan is one of only a handful of 
states to establish a clean-up standard.

Prior to launching the public water system sampling program 
in May 2018, the MDEQ had sampled dozens of locations 
across the state including industrial facilities, military bases, 
and landfills known to have used or disposed of PFAS-con-
taining materials and acted to protect drinking water supplies. 
MPART is now investigating more than 43 sites with known 
sources of PFAS contamination across the state.

In 2019, Governor Gretchen Whitmer strengthened MPART 
by reestablishing it under Executive Order 2019-3 as a perma-
nent body within the MDEQ.

Artifacts
...continued from page 3

In many ways, he said, “We 
had to learn to become a mu-
seum.” Until the FBI can iden-
tify the rightful owners and 
repatriate the items—a task 
made more difficult because 
Miller did not keep detailed 
records—“we have to care for 
and curate these pieces like any 
museum would.”

To accomplish that, the Bu-
reau partnered with tribal au-
thorities and academic experts 
early on, consulting with ar-
chaeologists, anthropologists, 
and tribal experts on how to 
handle and care for the objects 
and human remains, and how 
best to locate their rightful 
owners.

The FBI leased space in a fa-
cility near Indianapolis where 
all the material is housed se-
curely and temperature, hu-
midity, and light levels are 
controlled. A team of anthro-
pology and museum studies 
graduate students from Indiana 
University-Purdue University 
in Indianapolis (IUPUI ) helps 
to curate the items and prepare 
them for shipping when repa-
triation occurs.

“My students work diligent-
ly to make sure that each piece 
is properly rehoused before it 
is shipped back to its home-
land or to its proper country,” 
said Holly Cusack-McVeigh, 
a professor of anthropology 
and museum studies at IUPUI. 
“We make sure that nothing is 
just thrown in a checked bag 
and tossed into the belly of an 
airplane. Everything is handled 
with the utmost care.”

In addition to her background 
in anthropology and museum 
studies, Cusack-McVeigh has 
a deep knowledge of Native 
American culture and has been 
an invaluable partner to the 
FBI regarding the Miller arti-
facts, particularly the handling 

and repatriation of Native 
American human remains.

Cusack-McVeigh took part 
in the six-day recovery opera-
tion in 2014 and recalled that 
no one on the team was ex-
pecting to discover hundreds 
of remains. “The FBI immedi-
ately understood that these are 
human beings and we can’t 
treat them like inanimate ob-
jects,” she said. “They need 
to be treated with respect and 
dignity, and the FBI took that 
very seriously.”

Pete Coffey, who represents 
three affiliated North Ameri-
can tribes—the Mandan, the 
Hidatsa, and the Arikara—said 
he has “nothing but praise” for 
the agents who worked on the 
Miller case. “They made sure 
that the tribal representatives 
were included in all aspects 
of the repatriations,” he said. 



The Cedar 
Springs Girls 
Basketball Team 
wrapped up another 
busy weeks playing 
three games in four 
days. 

On Tuesday, Feb-
ruary 19, the ladies 
traveled to Kent 
City High School 
to take on the 2nd 
ranked (Division 3) 
team in the state. 
Cedar Springs bat-
tled through out 
the night but a 
hot shooting Kent 
City Team (14 
three-pointers) built 
a double-digit lead 
early in the second 
half that was too 
much for the Red 
Hawks to overcome. Kent City won the game 
60-45.

Maggie Prins led Cedar Springs with 13 
points and 13 rebounds, followed by Brighton 
Miller with 11 points and Avery Sparling with 8.

The lady Red Hawks welcomed Forest Hills 
Central to town on Thursday, February 21, for 
the team’s final home game of the season and 
senior night. Seniors Courtney Pienta, Brighton 
Miller, Brooke Weeks, Nicole Vanderhoef, Mi-
kayla Lewis-Frank, and Ashley Wise were hon-
ored prior to the contest.

After a tight contest for most of the night, FH 
Central came out on top by a score of 40-31. Av-
ery Sparling led the Red Hawks in scoring with 
14 points on the evening.

The ladies were back at it a night later as they 
traveled to Greenville. In a game in which Ce-
dar led most of the evening, Greenville used a 
strong fourth quarter to defeat the Red Hawks 
39-38. Brighton Miller and Maggie Prins each 
scored 10 points and Avery Sparling and Kyla 
Andres chipped in 8 points each.

Cedar Springs will play its final game of the 
regular season on Thursday, February 28, as 
they travel to Lowell to play the Red Arrows. 

District Tournament brackets are out and 
the Lady Red Hawks will play the winner of 
Greenville and Forest Hills Central on Wednes-
day night, March 6, at Northview High School. 
That game will start at 5:30 p.m. The District 
Final game will also be held at Northview High 
School on Friday, March 8, at 7:00 p.m.
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SPORTS/OUTDOORS

SPORTS

616-458-7304   www.schaafsma.com

$19.05 NEW CUSTOMER
SERVICE CALL

*Restrictions may apply, call for details.

FIND US ON

M-F 9-6
SAT 9-4

CLOSED 
SUNDAYS

616-884-5899People, Selection, Price
4395 14 MILE RD NE ROCKFORD, MI 49341

VISIT US AT WWW.WATSONR OCKFORD.COM

NEW LOCATION 

NOW OPEN!

License #59-12

SEPTIC
TANK

CLEANING LLC

Home Septic Inspections • Competitive Rates
Commercial-Residential • Septic Tanks Vacuum Cleaned

Portable Toilet Rentals For Any Occasion
Serving Kent, Montcalm, Newaygo and Surrounding Areas
616-636-5565  OR  616-951-7171

“FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1979”
LICENSED & INSURED

Athlete 
of the Month

Athlete of the Month is brought to you by: 

Metron of Cedar Springs
400 Jeffrey Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-0170
www.metronhealth.com

CEDAR SPRINGS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS

JANUARY 2019
Josh Beebe

Senior Josh Beebe has 
been named January 
Athlete of the Month for 
Boy’s Bowling.  He is the 
son of Joseph and Marilou 
Beebe.  

Coach Jackson comments:  
“Josh has worked on his 
game over the summer 
and is averaging a score 
of 182.  His is one of the 
best bowlers on the boys 
team.   He medaled at the 
Lowell Tournament and 
has been a contributor 

towards the teams success this year.’

Girls basketball actionBoys Bowling team wins 

regional championship

CSY wrestlers medal at Hudsonville, 
place 7th at team state

Boys bowling team won their first ever regional cham-
pionship. L to R:  Andrew Fliearman, Alex Steil, Jo-
nah Drake, Dane Conely,Josh Beebe, Ethan Plummer, 
Cody Marshall, Coach Tim Jackson. Courtesy photo.  

Jonah Drake (L) and Omani Morales (R) will 
advance to the individual state finals. Courtesy 
photo.  

The boys and girls bowling teams competed in 
regionals at Muskegon last Friday and came away 
with a team championship and two individuals 
heading to state

The girls team, back to back conference champs, 
and previously undefeated this season, finished in 
fourth place and were unable to advance to state as 
a team. Omani Morales finished in second place in 
individuals (just 14 pins out of first place) and will 
advance state.

The boys team came away with their first ever 
regional championship, and are headed to state on 
March 1 and 2 at Sterling Heights. Jonah Drake 
placed ninth in individuals and will advance to state.

Congratulations to both teams!

L to R: Seniors Courtney Pienta, Nicole VanderHoef, Brooke Weeks, Brighton Miller, 
Mikayla Lewis-Frank, and Ashley Wise were honored on seniors night, February 21.

Cedar Springs Youth wrestlers and their medals. Courtesy photo.

By James Streeter

The CSYW program again 
saw wrestlers travel far and wide 
to seek success this past week-
end. Twelve wrestlers traveled 
to Hudsonville and five came 
away with medals while Cedar 
Springs was also represented in 
Kalamazoo at the MyWAY Team 
State tournament where the Red 
Hawks placed 7th in the state in 
only their 2nd team tournament of 
the season. 

Coach Jake Marsman was hap-
py with the outcome in Kalama-



Wrestling
...continued from page 8

it to an appreciative crowd. Having par-
ents and alumni in the stands makes a 
huge difference. I am just so glad to be 
sending four seniors that have been in 
our program since Rocket cheerleading! 
I am just so excited myself…I feel like 
we broke a barrier…it’s amazing! Ev-
eryone is going to know who the Red 
Hawks of Cedar Springs are after next 
Saturday.” 

The State Finals begin at 10 a.m. on 
Saturday, March 2, at the Delta Plex in 
Grand Rapids and will showcase the top 
8 teams in the state of Michigan. These 
teams represent the best that Division 2 
High School Competitive Cheer offers 
in our state. Congratulations and good 
luck Lady Red Hawks! One dream…
one mission…the road to state. #EAR-
NIT!
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204 E. Muskegon Street, Cedar Springs

351 N. Main Street, Kent City

900 Union Ave. NE, Grand Rapids

4155 Trade Drive, Grand Rapids

429 S. Union Street, Sparta

16.10 - 1  per hour to start, depending on location. Complete benefits 
package provided including health insurance, 401K, and paid time off.

No prior professional driving experience required - we provide paid training to 
achieve a Commerical Driver’s License. 

Excellent driving history required. Must pass background check,
physical exam and ongoing drug screening.

Apply online at www.deantransportation.com/jobs 
or in person Mon- ri at one of our offices:

Train for a Rewarding Career
Join the Dean Team!

Now hiring school bus drivers 
  Immediate postitions available.             

WE ARE OPEN!

SAME GREAT MENU! 
ALL DAY BREAKFAST • LUNCH • DINNER

Sunday thru Thursday 8:00 am to 2:00 pm      
Friday and Saturday 8:00 am to 8:00 pm

151 S. MAIN STREET, CEDAR SPRINGS 616-696-1880

BEST Homemade Meals in Town!

$5 Lunch
Specials

Monday thru Friday

Choose from:
•  Tostada Meal
•  Detroit Style 
 Coney Dog Meal
•  Flautas Meal
•  Gyro Meal

Cedar Springs Competitive Cheer to compete 

at State Finals

WMP at Hudsonville, team duals 
and St. Johns

The Cedar Springs Competitive Cheer team 
will now head to state finals after placing third 
at regionals. Courtesy photo.

SPORTS

At the beginning of the season, the Lady Red Hawks 
Varsity Competitive Cheer team set one lofty goal: to 
earn a place on the mat at the State Finals on March 2. 
Since November, these ladies have been working hard 
and for the first time in 9 years, Cedar Springs High 
School will compete at the Michigan Division 2 State 
Finals. 

Advancing to the state finals was not an easy task. The 
Lady Red Hawks had to face 12 of the best teams in the 
area at the regional finals at Kenowa Hills on February 
23 and had to place in the top 4 to advance to State. 

With heightened nerves, the team took the mat and 
performed strongly and entered Round 3 in 4th place. 
Determined to defend their position, the girls stepped 
onto the mat, pushed their nerves aside and performed 
one of their best Round 3 performances of the season. 
As the final scores were being announced, all the teams 
were huddled on the mat hoping to hear their school an-
nounced as one of the top 4 teams.  

The Lady Red Hawks jumped to their feet in excite-
ment when their name was announced as finishing in 
3rd place. “This team is passionate and performed their 
rounds with so much excitement and they executed!” said 
a proud and enthusiastic Coach Anne Olszewski. “Our 
Round 3 is one of the most difficult and they performed 

zoo. “We opened a lot of eyes by placing in the top 8 in the 
state as a team in only our second team outing against many 
programs that are perennial powers,” he said. “We’re slowly 
building a name for ourselves in the wrestling community.” 

The Red Hawks that traveled west to Hudsonville faced stiff 
competition but represented the program well. In the 2012-
2014 age group Brycen Alber moved up a weight class and 
managed a 4th place finish in the 49lb bracket. In the Nov-
ice 2010-2011 group, Jayce Karafa took 2nd place in the 82lb 
bracket while on the Novice side of the 2008-2009 bracket 
Kale Faurot took 1st place in the 78lb weight class. The 2006-
2007 age group saw two Red Hawks medal with David De-
Weese taking 2nd in the 183lb bracket and Wyatt Cooper taking 
4th in the Heavyweight bracket.

Kalamazoo’s Wings Event Center saw some of the best 
youth wrestling programs in the state come together to see 
who was best in a team format tournament. Cedar Springs did 
not disappoint with a 7th place finish in only their second team 
tournament of the season. The Red Hawks opened the action 
with a 55-15 victory over Linden that secured their place in the 
top 8. The next match was a tough fought loss to Dakota by 
the score of 24-46. The Red Hawks went on to wrestle three 
more times to decide their final standing. With a 24-51 loss to 
Lowell, followed by a 23-48 loss to Monroe, and finally a 40-
28 victory over Tecumseh, Cedar secured their 7th place finish. 

Also while in Kalamazoo, two Red Hawks received all state 
honors for recording four or more victories. Tucker Crystal 
(60lbs) went 4-1 on the day while Luke Egan (80lbs) went 5-0 
securing his all state status. 

West Michigan Pursuit wrestlers and their medals. Photo by Melissa Egan.

By Barbra Chong

This past weekend, West 
Michigan Pursuit spread 
out to compete in different 
competitions. 

WMP had three grapplers 
compete at the MYWA 
Team State at Wings Sta-
dium in Kalamazoo. Alex 
Buskirk wrestled on the 
Lakeview team. He won 

two matches and his team 
finished 4th. Luke Egan and 
Tyler Parmeter wrestled on 
the Cedar Springs team. 
Egan went undefeated and 
Parmeter claimed three 
victories for the day. Their 
team finished 7th. 

One grappler traveled to 
the Central Region at St. 
Johns. 66 lb Kellen Weck-
esser, 9/10 age finished 2nd. 

The rest of the team 
stayed local to the West Re-
gion at Hudsonville, where 
team trophies as well as 
individual awards were of-
fered. 58 lb Tatianna Cas-
tillo, 7/8 age group finished 
4th. 80 lb Alex Russo, 11/12 
novice age group and 58 lb 
Blake Werkema, 7/8 age 
group finished 3rd. Hud-
sonville Champions are 69 

lb Evan Andrews, 9/10 age 
group; 80 lb Harper Cheng, 
11/12 age group; 49 lb Bro-
dy Compau, 7/8 age group; 
54 lb Carter Giles, 9/10 age 

WMP	-	on page 14
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AUTO LIFE

*This is an optional tax refund-related loan from Axos BankTM, Member FDIC; it is not your tax refund. Loans are offered in
amounts of $500, $750, $1250 or $3000. Approval and loan amount based on expected refund amount, ID verification,
eligibility criteria, and underwriting. If approved, funds will be loaded on a prepaid card and the loan amount will be
deducted from your tax refund, reducing the amount paid directly to you. Tax returns may be e-filed without applying for this
loan. Fees for other optional products or product features may apply. Limited time offer. Available at participating locations.
Not offered in Puerto Rico. HRB Maine License No. FRA2. OBTP#B13696 See hrblock.com/refundadvance for details.
©2018 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

14111 White Creek Ave NE
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
616-696-3702

“Professional Knowledge with Personal Attention”

• ALL BUSINESS & 
         PERSONAL TAXES 
• ACCOUNTING

Tax Laws have Changed this Year!

PetersonTaxandAccounting.com

23 West Elm St., 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616.696.5300

 Lucinda Peterson, Proprietor

Lucinda@PetersonTaxAcctg.com

PETERSON 
Tax and Accounting

37 Years of Experience

OUR ALREADY LOW PRICES!
ON CLOSEOUT, DISCONTINUED

AND ONE-OF-A-KIND ITEMS
THROUGHOUT THE STORE!

10-50% OFF

OURS  ON SAT  • CLOSE  SUN AY
ELI ERY & GI T CERTI ICATES A AILABLE

LAYAWAY NOW 
AND PAY WITH YOUR TAX REFUND!

TAX Refund
SALE

NORTHTOWN GREENVILLE • 616-754-6101
Furniture & Appliance

NORTHTOWN
Larry’s

Tax Time Guide 
Most people affected by major tax reform changes 

WASHINGTON—With 
major tax law changes im-
pacting every taxpayer, the 
Internal Revenue Service 
has developed a special 
electronic publication and 
other online resources de-
signed to help people un-
derstand how tax reform 
affects them this year and 
the years ahead.

This news release is part 
of a series called the Tax 
Time Guide, a resource to 

help taxpayers file an accu-
rate tax return. Additional 
help is available in Pub-
lication 17, Your Federal 
Income Tax, and the tax re-
form information page.

Last fall, the IRS released 
an online publication, 
called Tax Reform: Basics 
for Individuals and Fami-
lies. Available at IRS.gov/
getready, Publication 5307 
provides an overview of 
these and other key changes 

affecting tax returns:
Tax rates lowered. Start-

ing in 2018, there are seven 
income tax brackets, rang-
ing from 10 percent to 37 
percent.

Standard deduction near-
ly doubled over last year. 
For 2018, the basic standard 
deduction is $12,000 for 
singles, $18,000 for heads 
of household and $24,000 
for married couples filing 
a joint tax return. Higher 

amounts apply to people 
who are blind or filers who 
are at least age 65. The in-
creased standard deduction, 
coupled with other changes, 
mean that more than half of 
those who itemized their 
deductions for mortgage 
interest, charitable contri-
butions and state and local 
taxes in tax year 2017 may 
instead take the higher stan-
dard deduction in 2018, ac-
cording to IRS projections.

Various deductions lim-
ited or discontinued. For 
example, the state and local 
tax deduction is limited to 
$10,000, $5,000 if married 
and filing a separate return, 
and new limits apply to 
mortgage interest. In ad-
dition, the miscellaneous 
itemized deduction for 
job-related costs and cer-
tain other expenses is not 
available.

Child Tax Credit doubled, 
and more people now qual-
ify. The maximum credit is 
now $2,000 for each quali-
fying child under age 17. In 
addition, the income limit 
for getting the full credit is 
$400,000 for joint filers and 

$200,000 for other taxpay-
ers.

New credit for other de-
pendents. A $500 credit is 
available for each depen-
dent who does not qualify 
for the Child Tax Credit. 
This includes older children 
and qualifying relatives, 
such as a parent.

Personal and dependen-
cy exemptions suspend-
ed. This means that an 
exemption can no longer 
be claimed for a tax filer, 
spouse and dependents.

Another helpful resource 
is the newly-revised edi-
tion of Publication 17, Your 
Federal Income Tax, the 
agency’s s comprehensive 
tax guide for individual tax-
payers. Besides providing 
further details on each of 
these changes, this publi-
cation is also packed with 
tax-filing information and 
tips on a wide variety of 
topics, ranging from what 
income needs to be report-
ed and how to report it, to 
claiming dependents and 
using IRAs to save for re-
tirement.

Publications 17 and 5307 

are just two of many help-
ful resources available at no 
charge on IRS.gov. Among 
other things, people can 
find answers to their tax 
questions and ways to re-
solve tax issues online. The 
Let Us Help You page helps 
answer most questions, and 
the IRS Services Guide 
links to these and other IRS 
services. The IRS TaxMap 
can also be used to find 
answers to tax questions. 
IRS.gov/TaxMap searches 
Publication 17 and all other 
publications, instructions, 
and web pages on IRS.gov 
for content on the searched 
topic.

Taxpayers can find an-
swers to questions, forms 
and instructions and easy-
to-use tools online at IRS.
gov. They can use these 
resources to get help when 
needed from the conve-
nience of home or office.

More resources: FS-
2019-2; Be Tax Ready—
understanding tax reform 
changes affecting individu-
als and families.

TAX TIME is online @ http://cedarspringspost.com/
category/business/tax-time/
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SPORTS/OUTDOORS

CREATIVE TECHNOLOGIES ACADEMY
A Non-profit Public School Academy

Making a Difference in the Things That Matter!

CREATIVE TECHNOLOGIES ACADEMY 

SCHOOL CALENDAR
SCHOOL HOURS

Grades K-5: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Grades 6-12: 7:45 a.m. - 2:45 p.m.

February 28  Varsity Boys & Girls Basketball Game @ 
  Home @5:30 p.m.
March 8  Early Release Day School Bank
 11  PA Meeting
 15  Mobile Dentist
 18  Parent/Superintendent Town Hall   
   Meeting 
 18-21  Student-Led Conferences (K-12)
  Book Fair
 22  Early Release Day School Bank
 29  No School - Spring Break Begins
April 1-5  Spring Break

*Early Release Dismissal Schedule
● K-5 Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.
● 6-12 Dismissal at 12:45 p.m.

CTA is accepting enrollment for the 2019-20 school year!

CTA Students Participate 

in Honors Choirs

Mrs. Marsman’s 7th grade class pays tribute to Martin Luther King by 
creating a collaborative collage. 

From the Desk of the Superintendent

Tribute to Martin Luther King

Saige Montambo shared her piece of the collage.

Tobius Potter and James 
Hazen auditioned for the 
Regional Honors Choir 
during first semester. Both 
were chosen to participate. 
At that performance, both 
auditioned for the State 
Honors Choir. Tobius was 
selected to proceed onto 
State. At State Honors 
Choir, he auditioned for all-
state, but unfortunately, he 
was not selected.

On to the next event! In 
February, Tobius performed 
at the District Solo and En-
semble Festival where he 
sang two art songs (one 
in Italian and a traditional 
Scottish song), and he re-

ceived feedback and a score 
from a judge. A score of 23 
or higher would earn him 
the right to participate in the 
State Solo and Ensemble 
Festival. Tobius scored a 25 
and will be participating at 
State Solo and Ensemble in 
the end of April.

“Tobius and James have 
challenged themselves both 
individually and within their 
choirs this year,” shared 
choir director, Jeremy Hol-
trop. “They have put in a lot 
of extra work to compete 
with and against other area 
students. It has been great to 
see their growth.”

Dear CTA Staff and Families,
State law requires CTA to hold school for a minimum 

of 180 days in 2018-19. Even if we meet or exceed the re-
quired hours, we must account for 180 school days. The 
Michigan Department of Education allows us to close 
school when weather conditions adversely affect the ability 
to hold school safely, and MDE provides for forgiveness 
of up to six days under these conditions. This has been an 
unusually harsh winter with severe cold and ice forcing an 
unusual amount of closings. To date, we have cancelled 
school thirteen times due to severe winter weather condi-
tions, exceeding our forgiveable number by seven days.

MDE allows districts to apply for a waiver for an addi-
tional three closings. We will be applying for our waiver 
in the next few days. If our waiver request is approved, 
we will be required to make up four days at the end of the 
school year. If our waiver request is not approved, we will 
be required to make up at least seven days at the end of the 
school year.

At a regular meeting of the Board of Directors on Wednes-
day, February 20, 2019, the Board approved a revision of 
the school calendar to add the following days:

● June 3 – Regular full day of school
● June 4 – Regular full day of school
● June 5 – Early Release for Students and Staff
● June 6 – Early Release for Students and Staff
● June 7 – Early Release for Students and Staff
This gives us a one day cushion to get through the rest of 

February and March if our waiver is approved. If we have 
no additional cancellations before April 1, and our waiver 
request is approved, I will ask the board to revise the calen-
dar to delete June 7 and the last day of school would then 
be June 6, 2019. Additional days have identified beyond 
June 7 if our waiver is not approved or if we have further 
cancellations this year. As of now, we anticipate no changes 
to the last day for seniors or the date of graduation. Chang-
es in those dates could be forthcoming if we have further 
cancellations. The full revised calendar will be posted on 
our website.

As always, I very much appreciate your support and co-
operation.

Sincerely,

Dan George Superintendent

● The  CTA high school  offers opportunities for communi-
ty service and leadership, advanced learning, KISD programs, 
and dual enrollment options;

● Advanced Placement®  Offering added to CTA Course-
work;

● Drama Department  produces two performances each 
year by students in grades 5-12;

● Athletics  available to students in grades 6-12 include: 
Varsity Soccer, Varsity Basketball, and Varsity Cross Country;

● K-5 Specials:  physical education, music, and technology.
● Middle School Electives  include: physical education, 

technology, choir, or drama production.
● Field Trips  for all grades to provide real-world experi-

ences.

AP® or Advanced Placement® are trademarks registered by the College 
Board, which is not affiliated with Creative Technologies Academy.

To schedule 
a tour and pick 
up a registration 
packet, please 
contact: Autumn 
Mattson, Ele-
mentary Princi-
pal:  amattson@
ctachargers.org 
Jennifer Colin, 
Secondary Prin-
cipal:  jcolin@
ctachargers.org

Or call: 616-
696-4905

Or visit our 
website:  www.
ctachargers.org
CTA Highlights:

● Small class sizes , hands-on learning experiences, indi-
vidualized small group instruction, and an energetic staff;

● CTA Elementary WIN (Whatever I Need)/Middle 
School Interventions Time: Strategically organized schedule 
to better support teachers and students so that our intervention 
time no longer only applies to just our below grade level learn-
ers but to ALL students;

● Great Start Readiness Program  4 year-old preschool;
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LEGAL NOTICES

COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP

7450 - 14 Mile Rd
Rockford, MI 49341

PUBLIC NOTICE
RESIDENTS OF 

COURTLAND TOWNSHIP
BOARD OF REVIEW

The Courtland Township Board of Review will 
hold an organizational meeting at the Township 
Hall on Tuesday, March 5, 2019 at 9:30 a.m. for 
the purpose of reviewing the 2019 Assessment 
Roll. The Board of Review will also meet to hear 
assessment appeals on the following dates:

 

If you wish to make an appointment, call the 
Courtland Township hall at 866-0622 beginning 
Wednesday, February 27 through Thursday, 
March 7, 2019.  Appeals may also be made by 
letter addressed to the Board of Review, 7450 
14 Mile Rd., Rockford, MI  49341 if received no 
later than March 11, 2019.

This notice is given in accordance with the 
provisions of Act 267, PA 1976, of the Michigan 
Open Meetings Act.

Dated: February 28, 2019  Jane Kolbe, 
Assessor, Courtland Township

Monday, March 11, 2019    9:00 a.m. – Noon
 1:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Tuesday, March 12, 2019   3:00 p.m. – 9:00 p.m. 

Township 
of Solon
County of Kent, 

Michigan

PUBLIC NOTICE
The Solon Township Board of Review will meet 
at the Township Hall, 15185 Algoma Ave. NE, 
Cedar Springs, Michigan on the following dates: 

March 11, 2019 2:00 pm - 5:00 pm
 6:00 pm - 9:00 pm

March 13, 2019 9:00 am - 12 Noon
 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm

Please call for an appointment to appear be-
fore the Board of Review at 616-696-1718 from 
9:00 am to 4:00 pm on Wednesday. If you have 
specific questions contact the ssessor.

Dated: Feb. 28, 2019 Thomas Doane, 
Assessor Solon Township

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF REVIEW 

NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS 
AND

PROPERTY OWNERS 
OF NELSON TOWNSHIP
The Nelson Township Board of Review shall 
meet at the Municipal Hall, 2 Maple Street, Sand 
Lake, MI for the purpose of reviewing the 2019 
Assessment Roll on the following dates:

Wednesday, March 13, from 3pm to 9pm.
Thursday, March 14, from 9am to 3pm.

Please call PRIOR to the Board of Review if you 
have any questions or concerns regarding your 
Assessment Change Notice. (231.636.5332) 
Appeals must be made/received by the March 
8th, 2019. Protests are not accepted by email, 
facsimile or phone. 
 
Dated: February 28, 2019 Amanda Toomey

Nelson Township Assessor 

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan
NOTICE OF ADOPTION 

OF ZONING ORDINANCE 
AMENDMENTS AND 
SUMMARY OF THE 

REGULATORY EFFECT 
THEREOF

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that on 
February 12, 2019, the Township Board of the 
Township of Nelson, Kent County, Michigan, 
adopted an ordinance that amends the Zoning 
Ordinance of the Township of Nelson.  The 
principal provisions of the amending ordinance 
can be summarized as follows:

 1. Prohibition on Recreational Marihuana 
Establishments.  The ordinance amends Chapter 
3 of the Zoning Ordinance to prohibit in the 
Township any and all types of a “marihuana 
establishment,  as that term is defined and used 
in Michigan Initiated Law 1 of 2018, commonly 
known as the Michigan Regulation and Taxation 
of Marihuana Act.

 2. Prohibition on Commercial Medical 
Marihuana Facilities. The ordinance also amends 
Chapter 3 of the Zoning Ordinance to prohibit in 
the Township any and all types of a “marihuana 
facility,  as that term is defined and used in the 
Medical Marihuana Facilities Licensing Act.
 
 3. Rights Under MMMA Preserved.  The 
ordinance does not limit any privileges, rights, 
immunities or defenses of a person as provided 
in the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act.

Effective Date.  The amending ordinance will 
become effective on March 7, 2019.  A copy of 
the amending ordinance may be inspected or 
purchased at the office of the elson ownship 
Clerk, 2 Maple Street, Sand Lake, Michigan, 
during normal business hours.
 
Dated: Feb. 28, 2019       TOWNSHIP BOARD OF 

THE  TOWNSHIP OF NELSON

Township 
of Solon
County of Kent, 

Michigan
PUBLIC HEARING ON 

BUDGET FOR 2019-2020 
FISCAL YEAR

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
on March 19, 2019, at 7:30 p.m., the Township 
Board of the Township of Solon will hold a public 
hearing at the Solon Township Hall, 15185 Al-
goma Avenue NE, within the Township, to hear 
and consider comments regarding the proposed 
Township Budget for the April 1, 2019 through 
March 31, 2020 fiscal year.   copy of the pro-
posed budget is available for public inspection at 
the Solon Township Hall.

The property tax millage rate proposed 
to be levied to support the proposed 
budget will be a subject of this hearing.

This notice is given pursuant to Act 43 of the 
Public Acts of Michigan of 1963 (Second Extra 
Session), as amended.

Dated: Feb. 28, 2019 TOWNSHIP OF SOLON
 Mary Lou Poulsen, 

Township Clerk

“They were very forthcoming with regard to procedures and pol-
icy.”

The affiliated tribes Coffee represents, known as the MHA Na-
tion, were historically farmers along the Missouri River bottom-
lands. He has taken part in reburial ceremonies involving repatri-
ated remains from the Miller collection and explained that in his 
culture, “When you die, your spirit goes back to your ancestral 
village. If you are not buried with proper ceremony, or if that was 
interrupted like these burials were, you will never be able to go to 
back to that village.”

When remains have been dug out of the ground after being laid 

to rest, he added, “Their spirits are wandering. They cannot rejoin 
their relatives and family members in the afterlife. That’s my mo-
tivation for doing these repatriations,” he said, “to make sure that 
these spirits are at rest.”

Robert Jones, special agent in charge of the Indianapolis Field 
Office at the time of the 2014 recovery operation, said he was 
“bothered immensely” by the fact that Miller had so many Native 
American remains.

“Even though this case didn’t fit with our traditional type of 
investigation,” he said, “the FBI was in the best position to be 
able to right this wrong”—not only regarding the repatriation of 
human remains but taking responsibility for the stewardship of 
thousands of culturally significant artifacts Miller had collected 
illegally. “I felt that if it weren’t for the FBI,” said Jones, currently 
special agent in charge of the Bureau’s Pittsburgh Field Office, 
“a vast amount of important historical material might have been 
lost forever.”

The task of returning the material to its rightful owners was 
never going to be easy, both Jones and Carpenter acknowledged, 
because Miller collected so much over such a long period of time 
and did not keep detailed records, and because the items were 
taken from all over the globe.

Although Carpenter’s team has had many successes in the past 
four years, with reburials of human remains and repatriations to 
numerous countries, he estimates that only about 15 percent of 
the material has been returned.

Artifacts
...continued from page 7

ARTIFACTS - continures on page 14

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS

Special Meeting of the
Cedar Springs City Council

Thursday, March 21, 2019

6:00 p.m.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The purpose of the meeting is to
hold a budget workshop 

on the 2019 – 2020 Fiscal Year Budget
and to discuss any other business that 

may come before the City Council.

Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

Dated: February 28, 2019



By Casey Warner

Michigan Department of Natural Resources

Michigan is celebrating the 100th anniversary of its De-
partment of Natural Resources-managed state parks system 
this year.

The celebration is centered around the formation of the 
Michigan State Park Commission by the state Legislature 
on May 12, 1919. The commission was given responsibility 
for overseeing, acquiring and maintaining public lands and 
establishing Michigan’s state parks system.

However, 25 years before legislation established the state 
park commission, the federal government gifted the Mack-
inac Island property it owned to the state in 1895. The is-
land was designated as Michigan’s first state park under the 
Mackinac State Park Commission.

“In 1907, the community of Mackinaw City donated to 
the state a village park, the site of Fort Michilimackinac,” 
said Steve Brisson, deputy director of the Mackinac State 
Park Commission. “Two years later, it was declared Mich-
ilimackinac State Park, and placed under the Mackinac Is-
land State Park Commission’s care.”

Mackinac Island State Park and Michilimackinac State 
Park are both official state parks, per their authorizing leg-
islation, but they remain separate from the park system 
managed by the DNR.

Mackinac Island State Park
Mackinac Island—historically a gathering place for Na-

tive people and then French fur traders and missionaries 
and later the home of soldiers stationed at Fort Mackinac—
had become a popular tourist destination by the late 19th 
century.

“By the time of the Civil War, lake boats were bringing 
visitors to Mackinac to enjoy the ‘healthy air’ or explore 
the island’s natural wonders,” David A. Armour, who 

served as deputy director of the Mackinac Island State Park 
Commission for many years, wrote in his book 100 Years 

at Mackinac: 1895-1995.
Armour continues: “Such was the growing reputation of 

Mackinac Island that Thomas W. Ferry, a Mackinac boy 
who had grown up to become a U.S. Senator, spearheaded 
a move to have Congress designate the government land on 
Mackinac Island as a national park. He succeeded, and in 
1875, three years after Yellowstone had become the United 
States’ first national park, Mackinac became the second. Set 
aside ‘for the benefit and enjoyment of the people,’ the 911 
acres outside the 104-acre military reservation were to be 
maintained by the soldiers who garrisoned Fort Mackinac.”

Almost 20 years later, the U.S. Army decided to close 
Fort Mackinac. At the time, the National Park Service 
didn’t exist, and all national parks were under the umbrella 
of the War Department.

“While Mackinac was a beautiful and pleasant post en-
joyed by the soldiers stationed there, it had no remaining 
military importance, and its troops were needed in Sault 
Ste. Marie to guard the canal there,” Armour wrote. “With-
out the troops, who would care for the national park?”

In February 1895, Senator James McMillian—urged on 
by a group of Mackinac citizens who wanted the island’s 
government lands kept in public ownership rather than 
sold—introduced an appropriation bill amendment that 
would turn the military reservation and the buildings and 
lands of the national park over to the state of Michigan for 
use as a state park.

“Congress passed the bill on March 2, with the added 
stipulation that the land would revert to the United States if 
it ever ceased to be used for park purposes,” Armour wrote. 
“Michigan had no state park system, but the state Legis-
lature acted quickly, and by joint resolution on May 31, 

A horse-drawn carriage is shown on Mackinac Island in 1887. (Courtesy 
Archives of Michigan)

The Arch Rock at Mackinac Island is shown being visited by a group 
of sightseers circa 1890. (Mackinac State Historic Parks photo)
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(616) 439-3400
North End Tire & Auto

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

EXCAVATING, INC.
Screened TopSoil

gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

www.EnsleyTeam.com
616.696.SOLD

Your Local Real Estate Agents

71 N. Main St. | Cedar Springs

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

Brynadette 
Powell

Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.Brynadette.com

Ranger Steve’s 

Nature Niche
By	Ranger	Steve	Mueller

Morning’s 
first arrivals

Does the early bird get the worm? I recorded the order bird 
species arrived at feeders or flew through the sanctuary one 
morning between 7 a.m. and 8:30. I expected arrival to begin 
shortly after 7 a.m. in mid-February. Table 1 shows the first 
arrival time for each species on three dates. 

After observing one morning, I thought it necessary to get 
additional data because one day’s observation might be quite 
different from other days. It would be good to gather arrival 
times and the order species arrived for many days to deter-
mine if there is a pattern. I would like to have gathered data 
for 20 or 30 days so it would be more statistically reliable. 

Each succeeding midwinter day, the sun rises a little earlier 
so it is expected to change bird wake up and activity times. 

With previous casual observation, I noticed Northern 
Cardinals are among the first arrivals at daylight and last 
to depart at dusk. The number of birds at the feeders are 
most abundant midday. Squirrels impact bird use. It seems 
like birds and squirrels take turns but I do not think it is by 
choice. There are 18 squirrels that visit and when they are 
present, birds tend to stay away. As soon as squirrels leave 
birds come to feed. 

A factor that affects bird activity is foot-candles of light. 
That is the amount the light produced by a candle at a dis-
tance of one foot. More candles produce more light at one 
foot. As daylight breaks, the area lightens with increased 
foot-candles of light. Various species become active at dif-
ferent light levels. Some are late sleepers until it is brighter. 

If the sky is clear there will be more light to produce a 
higher foot-candle luminance. It is obvious that on cloudy 
days there are fewer foot-candles of light. I did not measure 
foot-candles of light to compare with bird arrival times. That 
would be interesting to see how light levels affected early 
morning bird activity times. 

Another factor that makes a difference for bird arrival is 
their location in the time zone. Birds living at the same lati-
tude but at the eastern edge of the time zone experience sun-
rise an hour early than birds living at the western edge. For 
convenience, time zones are set for a middle longitude and 
the time is accepted as the same for the whole zone. Birds do 
not use our clocks. They use foot-candles of light in the area 
where they live.

It gets light almost an hour earlier on the east coast of 
North America than it does at the Lake Michigan shoreline. 
Birds living on the east coast become active earlier in the 
day. North-south latitudes affect daylight hours. We are fa-
miliar with the land of the midnight sun in the Arctic Circle 
summer and 24 hours of darkness in winter. Here summer 
daylight is about 16 hours and winter light about 8 hours. 
Near equator light and dark remains close to 12 hours all 
year. 

OUTDOORS

Ranger Steve Mueller

GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT

169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm

616-887-8661

Table 1 shows first arrival time for each species. The arriv-
al sequence is numbered. It was not the same. If I gathered 
data for many days, it would provide a more reliable record 
for determining if species have a consistent sequence for ar-
rival.

Outlier data needs to be ignored. It is possible that an in-
dividual for a species could arrive unusually early or late for 
an abnormal reason. Having many days’ data would allow us 
to see the abnormal and ignore it. Other outlier data I needed 
to ignore was first arrivals recorded much later in the day. I 

NATURE - continues on page  14

Michigan’s early state parks development



Anna Grace – 7-Year-Old Female – Terrier Mix

Meet Anna Grace! 
This girl is a staff 
and volunteer fa-
vorite. She has been 
with us for over 
a year on and off. 
She has been re-
turned for multiple 
different reasons, 
none of which were 
Anna Grace’s fault. 

She would love to have your attention all to herself so please no 
other pets. We use Anna Grace in a lot of our kid’s camps because 
she is great with kids as you can see in her picture. Everyone at 
HSWM adores Anna Grace. She recently had to have ACL surgery 
and our volunteers raised the amount need all on their own. Anna 
Grace is truly one of a kind!  If you’re interested in adopting Anna 
Grace, please visit her at Humane Society of West Michigan! 

Bonita - 4-Year-Old Female - Domestic Short Hair Mix

Meet Bonita! Bonita has been with 
Humane Society of West Michigan 
on and off since May 2018. Bonita 
means beautiful in Spanish which 
is spot on when it comes to this 
sweetheart. She is a curious girl 
that loves treats and pets on her 
own time. She should go to a quiet 
and routine home where she can 
get acquainted to her new sur-
roundings. If you’re interested in 
adopting Bonita, please visit her at 
Humane Society of West Michigan! 

Humane Society of West Michigan is open Tuesday-Friday 12pm-
7pm and Saturday-Sunday 11am-4pm. 
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Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

P   ST
The

AUCTION

616-696-2598www.artsmithauctions.com

For more information on the 
Humane Society of West Michigan,  

call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 
3077 Wilson NW,   just ½ mile north of 

Three Mile Road during adoption hours or 
visit www.hswestmi.org

PETS of the WEEK
SERVICE

STORAGE
FOR RENT

HOMES 
FOR SALE
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STATE OF 
MICHIGAN
PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF KENT
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

Decedent’s Estate
Estate of 

Patsy Ann Beach
Date of Birth 08/06/1950
NOTICE TO CREDITORS: 
The decedent, Patsy Ann 
Beach, died 11/20/2002. 
Creditors of the decedent 
are notified that all claims 
against the estate will be 
forever barred unless pre-
sented to Bernita ngeline 

opkins, personal repre-
sentative, PO Box 53, Sand 
ake, M  49343, within 4 

months after the date of pub-
lication of this notice. 

ttorney: Dianne M. ongoria 
Bar no. P-641 0
09 . Shaw PO Bo  660
oward City, M  49329

231  93 -6969

Personal epresentive:
Bernita ngeline opkins
PO Box 53
Sand ake, M  49343
616  80-5063

Dated: February 28, 2019

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

DRIVE THRU
AN LOOK
US OVER!

Rockford Quarterly Coin 
Show: Rockford Sports-
man’s Club, Sunday, 
March 3rd from 9am to 4pm. 
FREE admission. FREE 
appraisals. Buy - Sell - 
Trade with area collectors 
and dealers. #8,9p

Cedar Springs Department 
of Public Works is hiring for 
SEASONAL employment. 
Qualified individuals should 
be able to perform various 
physical activities including 
landscaping, mowing, trimming 
and building maintenance, 
some street maintenance 
and other municipal services 
as needed or directed. This 
is a great opportunity for an 
enthusiastic and energetic 
individual who works well with 
others and enjoys working 
outdoors. A full job description 
is available at the City of Cedar 
Springs website under “News”. 
This is a SEASONAL PART 
TIME position from.  Pay starts 
at $9-13 per hour depending on 
qualifications and 28 hours per 
week. Please wnd a completed 
City Employment Application, 
cover letter, resume, and 3 
references to: Cedar Springs 
City Manager, PO Box 310, 
66 S. Main Street, Cedar 
Springs, MI  49319 or email to: 
manager@cityofcedarsrpings.
org  Applications to be reviewed 
initially on March 11, 2019, 
applications accepted until 
position filled. #8-10b

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

For Sale: AKC Siberian Husky 
pups. Vet checked, first shots, 
de-wormed. Please call 616-
263-0482 or 989-291-6044. 
#8-11p

1895, created the Mackinac Island State Park Commission 
to manage Michigan’s first state park.”

The lands of the military reservation, Fort Mackinac and 
the national park were formally transferred to the state Sept. 
16, 1895.

“The state had acquired a treasure,” Armour wrote.
Today, Mackinac Island State Park includes the 14 orig-

inal buildings of Fort Mackinac, which were built by the 
British military starting in 1780, as well as several other 
historic structures and about 1,800 acres of land.

More than 80 percent of Mackinac Island is state park 
property, managed by the Mackinac Island State Park Com-
mission.

To learn more about Mackinac Island State Park, visit 
MackinacParks.com.

Next week: Interlochen State Park.
Editor’s note: This article is part of a series of Showcas-

ing the DNR stories to mark the centennial creation of the 

Michigan State Park Commission, which was established 

by the state Legislature on May 12, 1919, paving the way 

for our state parks system managed by the Michigan De-

partment of Natural Resources. The DNR is celebrating 

this milestone throughout the year with special events, pod-

casts, historical stories, videos, geocaching and more. Find 

more details at Michigan.gov/StateParks100.

did not watch the feeder continuously after 8:30 a.m. Arrival 
times recorded for bird species later in the day most likely 
was not a first arrival. They might have come a few minutes 
after I stopped watching at 8:30. Times later in the day are 
outlier data that cannot be included when determining nature 
niche activity.

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-

rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.

net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Ce-

dar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

Nature
...continued from page 13

group; 95 lb Blake Peasley, 11/12 age group; 52 lb Austin 
Rogers 7/8 novice age group; 75 lb Josh Vasquez, 11/12 
age group; 43 lb Kooper Witte, 4/6 age group and Team 
West Michigan Pursuit. WMP brought home the team tro-
phy with a total score of 226 points. 

WMP top scoring grapplers are as follows: Josh Vasquez 
27, Blake Peasley 26.5, Austin Rogers 26.5, Harper Cheng 
25, Brody Compau 23, Blake Werkema 22.5, Evan Andrews 
21, Kooper Witte 20, Carter Giles 19.5 and Alex Russo 15. 

“It was a lot of fun this past weekend with the individual 
and format. Seeing our kids working together to reach a 
goal is great to see,” said Head Coach Dave Andrus.

WMP
...continued from page 9

“Our ultimate goal in this entire operation has been the respect-
ful repatriation of these objects and these ancestors to the people 
they were taken from,” he said. “And we want to do that with 
some measure of dignity.”

The FBI created an invitation-only website that contains in-
formation about all the recovered material. The idea was to have 
the experts “come to us,” Carpenter said. “They could review the 
collection relevant to their area, identify the pieces for us, tell us 
where they may belong, and then guide us in contacting the right 
individuals to begin the repatriation process.”

After the FBI took possession of the material, Carpenter’s team 
contacted all the federally recognized Native American tribes, 
which number nearly 600. Working through the United Nations, 
the team also notified the member nations about the recovered ar-
tifacts and the FBI’s website for viewing them. Nations nominated 
experts who contacted the FBI by sending an email to artifacts@
fbi.gov.

“We would give them access to the website, which is not open 
to the public,” Carpenter said. “The intent was for them to then 
go online, review the material, and make claims for any objects 
they felt were their cultural patrimony. The same process held for 
Native American tribes.”

To date, he said, “We have not reached as large an audience as 
I’d hoped, and we have not been as successful as we’d like to be 
in identifying the pieces and getting the claims to come forward.”

To renew interest in the artifacts, the FBI has decided to pub-
licize the case, providing information for the first time about the 
Miller investigation and the recovery and repatriation efforts. “We 
have a lot of work left to do,” Carpenter said, “and we can’t do that 
work until the experts come forward and help us identify these 
pieces and guide us on where they need to go.”

The FBI is asking official representatives of Native Ameri-
can tribes and foreign governments that would like to determine 
whether they have a claim to any of the recovered artifacts to 
contact the Bureau’s art theft program and submit a request via 
artifacts@fbi.gov.

Artifacts
...continued from page 12
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AUTO LIFE

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)(616) 887-1791

588 17 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs (4 miles west of 131)

- Loaner Cars

- On Site Estimates
Locally owned and operated with OVER 35 years 

of collision repair and automotive painting experience

- We Accept All Insurance Companies

Consumers can’t break 

money-wasting habits 

when buying gas
Complacency and procrastination plague American 

drivers, costing them a brand new 50” flat screen TV 
or round trip plane tickets to the Bahamas, every 

year

BOSTON (Feb 26, 2019) — Old habits die hard, and in this case, it is costly too. Gas-
Buddy, the only smartphone app connecting drivers with the Perfect Pit Stop, issued its 
2019 Pump Habits Study, an annual study to glean insights on how consumers decide 
where and when to stop for fuel, revealing that drivers can overpay by up to $375 per year 
due to factors such as laziness, procrastination, and not tak-
ing advantage of loyalty programs.

This study was first conducted in 2016, and compared to 
the results from this year’s study the results have remained 
consistent even though gas prices have fluctuated. 

There are three things drivers continue to do that can cost 
them hundreds per year.

1. Running on Empty
More than one-third (35 percent) of those surveyed have 

run out of gas. Most people (39 percent) wait until they only 
have a quarter tank left of gas while 18 percent wait until the 
gas light comes on. Only 18 percent of people decide to fill 
up when they see a station with a good price.

“If you’re waiting until the last second to get gas, you’re 
going to pull into the first station you see without check-
ing a price and risk filling up at an expensive station,” said 
Patrick DeHaan, head of petroleum analysis at GasBuddy. 
“Our research shows that having enough fuel in your tank to 
shop around for the lowest price, especially in large metro 
areas including Los Angeles, Boston and Chicago can save 
upwards of 60 cents per gallon.”

2. Caving to Convenience
Nearly 80 percent of respondents have a gas station they 

regularly go to. When choosing a regular station, 31 percent 
say it’s because the station’s location is convenient, up 7 
percent from GasBuddy’s 2016 pump habits survey.

“Going to the same station because it’s convenient is rob-
bing drivers’ wallets,” said DeHaan. “The station around the 
corner could be as much as 15-30 cents per gallon less. Cou-
pled with other bad habits like running on empty, drivers are 
missing out on a potential savings of $325 per year.”

3. Losing out on Loyalty Programs
While the majority of respondents have a gas station they 

regularly go to, 46 percent of drivers are missing out any 
same-station savings by not belonging to any gas station 
loyalty or membership programs that are accepted at multi-
ple gas stations across the country.

“Today’s gas station brands reward drivers for being loyal 
customers by providing discounts at the pump as well as 
products in-store,” says DeHaan. “Stacking loyalty mem-
berships with a Pay with GasBuddy membership that pro-
vides additional discounts at the pump and is accepted at 
nearly all gas stations nationwide can save drivers upwards 
of $50 per year.”

Methodology
Results based on 7,300 responses from a GasBuddy sur-

vey issued on January 25, 2019.
For more info, visit www.gasbuddy.com.
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