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Algoma woman injured in
2-car crash on 17 Mile Road
Traffic forced to be rerouted
A traffic crash Tuesday afternoon, on 17
Mile Road, about ¼ mile east of White Creek
Avenue, sent one driver to the hospital and
caused traffic to be rerouted.
According to Sgt. Jason Kelley, with the
Kent County Sheriff Department’s Cedar
Springs Unit, witnesses reported that at about
4 p.m., February 16, a 59-year-old Algoma
Township woman entered traffic on 17 Mile

from a private drive without first stopping,
and was struck by an eastbound vehicle driven by a 19-year-old Cedar Springs man.
The woman was transported to the hospital
by Rockford Ambulance with non-life-threatening injuries. The accident is still under investigation.
Cedar Springs Fire and Rescue assisted at
the scene.

The boys bowling team are conference champs in the OK Bronze. Pictured back row (L to R): Blake Fisk,
Jacob Cartwright, Jarod Plank, Jared Caniff, Josh Hamilton and Coach Jackson.

Red Hawk boys bowlers
win OK Bronze team title
Girls team ties
for second place

The Cedar Springs boys
bowling team clinched sole
championship of the OK
Bronze last Saturday, February 13, over Northview.
Two years ago, in the 20132014 season, they shared
the championship with
Northview.

The post season conference matchup was close,
with each team taking the
lead at various points, but
Cedar Springs came out on
top in the end.
“I’m really proud of the
boys becoming conference
champs,” remarked Coach
Jackson.
They finished the regular
season with a record of 7
wins, 0 losses, and 1 tie.

The girls team finished
second in the OK Bronze,
in a tie with Forest Hills
Eastern.
Four boys and one girl got
medals for being the top 10
bowlers for the day: Blake
Fisk got first, Dugan Conely got second, Jacob Cartwright got fourth and Trevor Ruark got tenth. Allyson
Bowling - continues on page 15

Photo by Autumn Schovey.

ORV goes through hole in ice
A Crystal Township man died and a passenger was critically injured last Saturday, when
the man’s ORV went through a hole in the ice
on Crystal Lake.
According to the Michigan State Police in
Lakeview, the crash occurred on Crystal Lake,
in Montcalm County, at approximately 8:00
p.m., February 13.
The preliminary investigation found that an
ORV being operated by Lee
Avery, 52, of Crystal, was traveling across the frozen lake surface of Crystal Lake when control of the ORV was lost and it
went into an uncontrolled slide
across the ice. The ORV broke
through a fenced in portion of the lake, where
a Polar Dip event was held earlier in the day,
at Crystal Lake’s Winterfest. The ORV then
went into the hole that was cut in the ice for
that event, submerging the ORV and the four
people aboard in the lake.

Post Travels
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Two of the passengers were able to exit the
water, while Avery and the front passenger
were still submerged. Bystanders were able to
partially pull the ORV from the water utilizing
a tow strap and pickup truck.
Avery and the other passenger were then
attended to by rescue personnel on scene and
ultimately taken to Carson City Hospital where
Avery was pronounced deceased. The front
passenger, a 25-year-old Crystal woman, was then taken
to Spectrum Butterworth in
Grand Rapids in Critical Condition. The two other passengers had no reported injuries.
It is unknown at this time if
alcohol consumption is a factor in the incident
as the investigation is ongoing.
Troopers were assisted on scene by the
Montcalm County Sheriff’s Department, Carson City Police Department, Crystal Fire Department, and Montcalm County EMS.
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Red Flannel Queen, court
spread the love at Metron

The Red Flannel Queen and Court visited Metron on Sunday, Feb. 14 to personally hand out
homemade Valentines cards to each of the residents. Shown here is Jessica Plowman (Court);
Baily Lachniet (Queen) and Megan Zinn (Court).

Wrestling title

Ford Plant

Solon park

These two vehicles were involved in a traffic crash in front of Arby’s on 17 Mile Tuesday.
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The Post travels to New York City

Rose Hankins, who has lived in Cedar Springs for
over 50 years, took the Post on a trip recently to New
York City. Rose can be seen the photos with her two
granddaughters Rebekah and Rin achel in New York
City at the Statue of Liberty and Good Morning America.
“Rose was adamant about making sure the Post was in
her pictures,” wrote Rachel.
Thanks so much, Rose, for taking us with you!
Are you going on vacation? Take the Post with you
and snap some photos. Then send them to us with some
info to news@cedarspringspost.com or mail them to
Post travels, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. We
will be looking for yours!
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National
birdfeeding month

Downy and Hairy woodpeckers
Do you know the difference between Downy and Hairy
woodpeckers?
According to the Great Backyard Bird Count website,
Downy and Hairy woodpeckers are widely distributed across
North America. Both commonly visit feeder areas where
they feed on suet and sometimes seeds. These are the only
woodpeckers with a vertical white stripe on the back. Hairy
Woodpeckers are roughly three inches taller and their bills
are about as long as their heads are wide. The bills of the
Downy are only about one-third the width of their heads.

Clarification

Last week we ran article reporting that former
Survivor contestant Michael Skupin had been arraigned
on multiple felony charges, including possession of
child pornography and racketeering. We also noted that
the Michigan native had been here in Cedar Springs
five years ago to give an inspirational presentation to
youth and their parents at the En Gedi Youth Center. We
included a photo showing him at En Gedi.
We referenced that appearance in the story because
many would remember it, and used that photo because it
was the one we had. Skupin is the contestant on Survivor
that fell in the fire and burned his hands so badly that
skin was peeling off. He said that doctors told him that
the way his hands healed was a miracle. He attributed it
to God.
The En Gedi board wants the public to know that no
children were alone with Skupin at any time during his
presentation, and that they have had no contact with him
since his appearance here five years ago. En Gedi was
one of many Christ-centered organizations that Skupin
spoke to.
In no way did the Post mean to infer that there was
any kind of connection between Skupin and En Gedi
beyond that appearance.

•
•

Downy woodpecker		
A small (approximately 6.5" long) black-and-white
woodpecker with a short, dainty beak. The beak is about
one-third the distance from the base of the bill to the
back of the head.
• The wings are black with white wing coverts. White
is greatly reduced in birds of the Rockies and the
Northwest.
• Some individiuals also show a “comma-shaped” black
mark that extends from the shoulder onto the breast,
though it is often not as obvious as it is on the Hairy.
• The white outer tail feathers on the Downy Woodpecker
are usually barred in black,
giving a spotted effect.
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Rotary 4-Way Test
By Tom Noreen

For eight years, the
Cedar Springs Rotary Club
and Cedar View Elementary
have partnered on the Annual
4-Way Test Essay Contest.
This year we had eight Fifth
Grade classes participating.
Each teacher submitted the two
best essays to Rotary’s review
committee from which four
were selected! All essays were
written in 200 words or less.
Carolyn Davis, Bea Hesley,
and Donna Clark were on this
year’s selection committee,
Students started with two
topics:
1. Tell about a time you
or someone you know used
a character trait or traits that
helped to make them a better
person
2. Tell about a time you
or someone you know used
a character trait or traits that
helped make CS a better
community.
The committee had 16
diverse and interesting essays
to read, evaluate and choose

POST Highlights

News........................................ pages 1-3
Church Connection................ pages 4-5
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and Mrs Moleski, Carolyn Davis, Front row: L-R: Dan Dingle Jr., Carter Falan, Aleyna Moleski, Naliva Clark

from. Donna said, “We looked
at the writing as a whole with
special interest in a clear
outcome, such as a lesson
learned or character revealed.”
Fifth grade teacher, Mrs.
Latimer noted, “This essay
was a great fit for Cedar
View. Our vision this year is
“Building better students in our
community. What they wrote
about relates to the real world.”

This year’s winners are:
1st Place: Carter Falan
from Mrs. Latimer’s class.
2nd Place tie: Naliya Clark
from Mr. Moleski’s class.
2nd Place tie: Aleyna
Moleski from Mrs. Kahler’s
class.
3rd Place: Dan Dingle, Jr.
from Mrs. Gallagher’s class.
Donna provided some
comments teachers and parents

have made over the years about
the essay:
● “This essay-writing
emphasis is so great each year
as it gets the students to focus
with purpose. It also gives the
students great incentives to
pay particularly close attention
to their writing and their
message.”
● “We love it that they get
Rotary - continues on page 16

Crowd turns out for Solon park
fundraiser

The
Velzy
Park
Planning
Committee’s first fund-raising event
was a tremendous success last Friday,
according to Solon Township clerk
Mary Lou Poulson.
The event raised $1,000 to go
toward development of the new
park, which will be on the acreage
surrounding the township offices on
Algoma.
Tickets for the Spaghetti Dinner were sold prior to the
event and at the door. About 80 people packed the room
decorated for Valentines Day. Park committee members
manned the display of Velzy Park concept drawings and
shared information with diners as they mingled. Kevin,
from Kelly’s Restaurant catered the dinner. Park Committee
Chairperson Shelly Aardema introduced emcee Reese
Rickards, who also ran a lively auction for the desserts
donated by area residents. Some were shared at the table
and some taken home to enjoy. A 50/50 raffle was held,

nor the vehicle are known
to the boy or his family, and
have not been seen in the
area before.
The
suspect
is
described as a white male,
approximately 50 years
old, 6-feet tall, slim build,
with a short black goatee.
The suspect was wearing a
green winter hat and a brown
leather jacket.
The vehicle is described
as an older model four door
sedan, black with a greenish
tint and all four hubcaps
were missing. There is rust
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with one lucky township resident benefitting as well as the
Park.
The next event is in the planning stages and will
help to raise funds for the walking trail and celebrate its
construction. The Velzy Park Committee is hoping to
coincide the ribbon-cutting ceremony with the opening day
of the Farmer’s Market on June 11. Watch for information
at www.solontwp.org, which includes the Park’s facebook
link.

Man attempts to pick up 13-year-old
The Kent County Sheriff
Department reported that
a man tried to pick up
a 13-year-old boy as he
walked home from the bus
stop after school Thursday,
in Cannon Township.
The suspect reportedly
pulled up next to the juvenile
and said, “Boy, I’m supposed
to give you a ride.” The
youth said he had to call his
mom first, and the man said,
“No, it’s fine.” The boy then
ran home, and the vehicle
drove by the house and then
left the area. Neither the man
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covering the lower portion
of the doors with several rust
holes visible in the body of
the car.
According to Deputy
Pat Frederick, with the
Community Services Unit,
the young man responded
very well to the incident.
“He did not approach the
car, told the suspect he was
calling his mom and then ran
home and locked the door.
He remembered a good
description of the suspect and
vehicle. His mother called
the Sheriff’s Department in a
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• CeramiC tile • Carpeting • Cellular & pleated shades
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Making Homes Cozy for 63 Years
FLOOR & WINDOW COVERINGS

696-9340 • 326 Main St., Cedar Springs

timely manner to report the
incident,” said Frederick.
He added that parents
should remember to talk
to their children about
“Stranger
Danger.”
Suspicious vehicles can be
reported to the Kent County
Sheriff’s Department nonemergency line at 616-6326100.
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Rockford man
dies in crash

A 76-year-old Rockford man died Tuesday in an accident
in Courtland Township.
According to the Kent County Sheriff Department,
William Leroy Billings was westbound on 10 Mile Road,
about 2:20 p.m., February 16, when he lost control of the
silver 2006 Mitsubishi Galant he was driving. The car spun
around and struck a power pole in the 5600 block of 10
Mile Rd NE. The impact was severe enough that it snapped
the wooden pole, and power was out in the area for several
hours.
Courtland Fire and Rescue and Rockford Ambulance
both assisted at the scene. The accident is still under
investigation.
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spiritual notes • announcements • memories

Pastor David Vander Meer

Rockford Springs Community
14 Mile Road NE • Rockford

EL Shaddai

El Shaddai is one of the
wonderful names of God.
This two-part name is usually translated from the Hebrew into English as “God
Almighty.” The first time
God shares this name is with
an old man who is no longer
the strong man of his youth.
His name is Abram. He is
about to be given a new
name from the one who is
now to be understood as the
“God Almighty.”
In Genesis 17, God comes
to Abram to renew a promise He had made with him

years prior. In Genesis 12,
God had promised Abram,
who had no children, that
He would make him into a
great nation, that He would
bless Him, and make his
name great. He promised to
protect him and ultimately
use him to bring a blessing
to all nations. But as the
years went on waiting for
this promise to unfold, there
were times that Abram and
his wife failed to fully trust
the Word of God. In Genesis
17, he is a 99-year-old man.
His strength is no longer

Worship Every Sunday at 10:30am

Red Hawk Elementary - Cedar Springs
www.cscalvary.org
(616) 222-5020

Pastor Craig T. Owens

http://craigtowens.com

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL

(Since 1946) Non-Denominational
pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm
Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

sufficient. His stamina is
no longer vigorous. He is
no longer capable of carrying out this promise on
his own. Now comes the
El Shaddai to bring His
power to an old man.
So Abram (exalted father) becomes Abraham
(father of many) because
of the El Shaddai. God Almighty is able to take the
powerless and bring them
power. He is able to bring
the barren a family. He
is able to make the lame
walk, the blind see, and
the deaf to hear. He is able
to raise the dead and make
them live abundantly. The
El Shaddai of Genesis 17
will be displayed from
this first book of the Bible
to the last book of the Bible in such amazing ways
that His glory will be unmatched by any.
This almighty power
of the “God Almighty”
is best revealed in Jesus
Christ through His life,

death, resurrection, and
ascension. In His life, His
power stands against all
sin so that He is fully righteous. In His death, His
power takes upon Himself
the sins of His people and
satisfies the just wrath of
God. In His resurrection,
His power is seen with the
open empty tomb. And today His power is exhibited as He sits on the right
hand of the Father ruling
and reigning over His
kingdom. Jesus is “God
Almighty.”
Remember that this
God Almighty used His
power to fulfill every
promise made to Abraham. Abraham is the father of all those that take
up his faith in El Shaddai.
He is able to meet all our
needs as we come to His
power and admit to being
powerless without Him.
May God Almighty now
bring blessing to your life.
AMEN.
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May God bless each of you,
Suzanne & Jennings Johnson and Family
Bonnie & Tom Reynolds Sr. and Family
Donald C. White and Family

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church



The family of Donald White would like to say “Thank
You” to our family, friends, and neighbors for your prayers,
support, cards and other acts of sympathy. How wonderful
you are. Thank you to our church family at The Springs
Free Methodist Church. Your prayers, love and support
have helped to ease our loss. Thank you for the nice funeral
luncheon as well as all the delicious meals. We especially
want to say “Thank You” to all of the staff at Metron of Cedar Springs. Your loving care of our father and grandfather
the last four years of his life was wonderful. There are just
not enough words to adequately express our appreciation
for how you have also taken care of our family, especially
the last few days of Dad's (Grandpa's) life.

West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. Pioneer Christian Reformed Church
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Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Phone: 696-9120
Phone: 696-9120
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PATRICK J. RANDALL

Patrick J. Randall, 82,
of Sand Lake, died Tuesday, February 16, 2016 at
his home. Patrick was born
April 13, 1933 in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. He enjoyed his occupation as a
police officer. He loved life
and the beauty of the earth,
gardening, wood working
and painting. Surviving are
his wife, Elizabeth “Betsy”
whom he married on March
16, 1963; sons, Patrick (Makerita) Randall, Michael (Donna) Randall; grandchildren, Nicole, Nancy, Nathan, Kylee,
Alex and Sydney; 8 great-grandchildren; sisters, Michalyn
“Mickey” (George) Keen, Kay (Ross) Merlington; brothers, Earl (Judy) Thomas, Ross (Deb) Thomas. Cremation
has taken place and there will be no services.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home,
Cedar Springs.

Rockford Springs Community Church
Pastor David Vander Meer

5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

www.rockfordsprings.org

Sunday WorShip
9:30am • 5:00pm

SAND LAKE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Thanks to all the wonderful people who came out on a
blustery February night last Friday to show their support at
the first fund-raising event for Velzy Park. It was an awesome success, raising over $1,000 for park construction.
Also a big thank-you to the volunteers, the local residents
who donated the delicious desserts, B93's Reese Rickards
for wonderful emcee and auction work, Kevin from Kelly's
Restaurant for a fantastic dinner, and park committee chairperson Shelly Aardema for all her work behind the scenes.
We are excited to begin construction of the walking paths
this Spring and hope you'll join us at our next event. Keep
watch for information on our website and facebook page on
upcoming plans – www.solontwp.org.
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Algoma Ave.

Cedar Springs

S. to G.R.

US-131

S. to G.R.

S. to G.R.

Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM
Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays at 3:00 pm
Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

St. John Paul II Parish

A Warm and Welcoming Catholic Community
3110 17 Mile Road | Cedar Springs, MI | 696-3904

a week.

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

Sundays @
9:45 AM
& 11:15 AM
w w w. t h e s p ri n g s c h u rc h . i n f o
135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Oak & Grant) | 616.696.2970

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410
Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant
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announcements

Sorry to see best lips tradition end

This comment was posted on our website on February 5, regarding our story on canceling the Best Lips
contest. In the story, we mentioned a set of “imposter”
lips that were once sent to us, supposedly belonging to
then school finance director Frank Verhoven, and how
we called the FBI to investigate. — Editor
I remember the FBI coming to my office to check my
DNA. They wanted to make sure the lips really were not
mine. They ruled my lips were not as pretty as those published. Too funny. Sorry to see this tradition ending.
Frank Verhoven

REX MORRIS

January 16, 1931 – February 22, 2010

Thinking of you today and always
Though so much time has passed
So slowly at first and now just so fast
Looking back at the time that slipped by
You left us with thoughts both happy and sad
Knowing you gave your all with all you had
We thank you for cherished memories to last
till we pass.

Your loving family

EMILY L. GATES

Emily L. Gates, 91, of
Cedar Springs, went to be
with her Lord and Savior on
Saturday, February 13, 2016
at Metron of Cedar Springs
with her family by her side.
Emily was born June 15,
1924 in Forest Grove, Michigan, the daughter of John
and Elizabeth (DeKleine)
VanOss. She was a loving
wife, mother and homemaker who enjoyed handwork
- knitting, crocheting and
cross-stitch. She was an active member of the First Baptist
Church, Cedar Springs where she served as a deaconess.
Surviving are her sons, Lohryn (Debbi), David, Dan (Carole), Karl “Johnny” (Vicki), Kevin (Valerie), Lance (Kim);
24 grandchildren; 24 great-grandchildren; sister, Karen (Al)
Kunzi; brothers, Howard Van Oss, Robert (Verna) VanOss;
sister-in-law, Ruth VanOss; brother-in-law, Lyman (Joan)
Gates. She was preceded in death by her husband, Ivan in
1975; sister, Dorothy (Robert) Crater; brother, Richard Van
Oss; great granddaughter, Piper. The family greeted friends
Tuesday at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar
Springs. The service was held Wednesday 11:00 am at First
Baptist Church, 233 S. Main St. Cedar Springs. Pastor Dan
Currie officiating. Interment Elmwood Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to the First Baptist Church
Missionary Fund or Hospice of Michigan.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home,
Cedar Springs

Publish Your
• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement
• Anniversary *• In Memory * • Thank you
• Congratulations
in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)
50 word limit
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up
to 350 words. The subject should be relevant
to local readers, and the editor reserves the
right to reject letters or edit for clarity, length,
good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns.
All submissions MUST be accompanied by
full name, mailing address and daytime phone
number. We use this information to verify the
letter’s authenticity. We do not print anonymous letters, or acknowledge letters we do
not use. Writers are limited to one letter per
month. Email to news@cedarspringspost.
com, or send to PostScripts, Cedar Springs
Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

to remember them
at night.

Evening and morning , and at noon, will
I pray, and cry aloud;
and he shall hear my voice.
Psalm 55:17
From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

By Stephanie Holland, Social Security Public Affairs
It’s leap year and that
means one thing—you
can add one extra calendar day to your February
schedule. Many people
are preparing for the upcoming elections. Others
might be getting a jump
on spring-cleaning. What
will you do with your extra day?
You could use a few
of your extra minutes to
check out what Social
Security offers
www.
socialsecurity.gov/onlineservices. There, you can:
Apply for retirement,
disability, and other benefits;
Get your Social Security Statement;
Appeal a recent medical
decision about your disability claim;
Find out if you qualify
for benefits;
If you’re planning or
preparing for retirement,
you can spend a fraction
of your extra 24 hours at
my Social Security. In as
little as 15 minutes, you
can create a safe and secure my Social Security
account. More than 21
million Americans already have accounts. Sign
up today at www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.
With a my Social Security
account, you can:
Obtain an instant, estimate of your future Social
Security benefits;
Verify the accuracy
of your earnings record
— your future benefit
amounts are based on

your earnings record;
Change your address
and phone number, if you
receive monthly Social
Security benefits;
Sign up for or change
direct deposit of your Social Security benefits;
Get a replacement SSA1099 or SSA-1042S for
tax season; and
Obtain a record of the
Social Security and Medicare taxes you’ve paid.
If you have a little time
to spare, you can always
check out our blog, Social Security Matters, at
blog.socialsecurity.gov.
There, you will find guest
posts by Social Security
experts, in-depth articles,
and answers to many of
your questions about retirement, benefits, and
healthcare. Each post is
tagged by topic so you
can easily search for what
matters most to you.
Leaping from webpage
to webpage, you can easily see that Social Security
has you covered all year
long, not just on that extra
day in February. Remember, you can access our
homepage that links to
our wide array of online
services any day of the —
socialsecurity.gov.
Stephanie Holland is the
Public Affairs Specialist
for West Michigan. You
can write her c/o Social
Security Administration,
455 Bond St, Benton Harbor MI 49022 or via email
at stephanie.holland@ssa.
gov
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Arts/entertainment

H

ometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows.
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name
and phone number for any questions we may have.

JOKE

of theWeek
The Vacuum Test

A little old lady answered a knock on the door one
day, only to be confronted by a well-dressed young
man carrying a vacuum cleaner.
"Good morning," said the young man. "If I could
take a couple of minutes of your time, I would like to
demonstrate the very latest in high-powered vacuum
cleaners."
"Go away!" said the old lady. "I haven't got any money!" and she proceeded to close the door.
Quick as a flash, the young man wedged his foot in
the door and pushed it wide open. "Don't be too hasty!"
he said. "Not until you have at least seen my demonstration."
And with that, he emptied a bucket of horse manure
onto her hallway carpet.
"If this vacuum cleaner does not remove all traces
of this horse manure from your carpet, Madam, I will
personally eat the remainder."
"Well," she said, "I hope you've got a good appetite,
because the electricity was cut off this morning."

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

Free Movie

Feb. 19: Resurrection Lutheran Church at 180 S. Third
St. in Sand Lake, will be having a FREE showing of the
the War Room this Friday, February 19th at 7 pm. Free
appetizers will also be served. There will also be a FREE
movie and fun activities planned for the children. This is all
free! We encourage the community to come out and enjoy
a great movie! For any questions please contact us at 616636-5502. #7

Lions Club Pancake Breakfast

Feb. 20: The Cedar Springs Lions Club's Pancake Breakfast
will be held this Saturday on February 20th from 7 – 11
am at the Cedar Springs United Methodist Church, on the
corner of Main and Church. Adults $8 and Family $25.
Pancakes, eggs, bacon, sausage, hash browns, juice, coffee.
All you can eat. Other planned dates are March 19th and
April 16th. Proceeds to assist sight conservation. #7

Fund Raiser at N. Kent Senior Center

Feb. 20: The North Kent Senior Citizens Association is
having a fund raiser/open house Saturday, February 20th
from 10 am to 4 pm. The Senior Center is located at 44 N.
Park St., Cedar Springs. We will be having chair massages,
Reflexology, foot soaks, baked goods sale, raffle items,
music, and a book sale going on with the CS Friends of the
Library. Come join us for some fun! Questions – call Sue at
616-443-6468. #7

Roast Beef Dinner

Feb. 21: The Rockford American Legion Post 102 on
the corner of Northland Dr. and Rockford Park Dr. (330
Rockford Park Dr.), will be hosting a roast beef dinner on
Sunday February 21st and every 3rd Sunday of each month.
Open to the public. We will be serving roast beef, mashed
potatoes, gravy, corn, green beans, coleslaw, rolls, dessert,
coffee and punch. Reasonably priced at $9 for adults, kids
age 4 to 12 for $7 and under 4 years are free. Serving from
11am to 3 pm. See ya there and bring the family! #6,7p

TOPS weight loss support group
Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit weight loss
support group for men and women, meets every Tuesday
at the Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sand Lake. Your
first visit is free so come
check out what TOPS can
do to help you reach your
weigh loss goals! Weighins 8:15-9am, meeting
starts at 9:15am. In case
of inclement weather,
meetings are cancelled
if Tri-County or Cedar
Springs schools are closed.
Call Barb at 696-8049 for
more information. #1

Fundraiser
to benefit
Brison
Ricker
WERQ dance
fitness workout
March 11

Sharing Hometown Recipes, Cooking Tips and Coupons
By Janet Tharpe

Pure Pleasure—Pancake Cupcakes with Maple Bacon Buttercream
“You’ll
want to eat
these for
breakfast!”

classic kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

M

now Showing
DIGITAL Movies at the

Kent theatre
FebRuaRy
19 • 20 • 21

Sheila Devor
Towanda, KS

-Janet

(pop. 1,450)

ShowtimeS:
FRiday: 6pm
Saturday: 3PM • 6PM
Sunday: 3PM • 6PM

Pancake Cupcakes w/
Maple Bacon Frosting

FebRuaRy
18 • 19 • 20

Rated

thuRSday: 7pm
FRiday: 9pm
SatuRday: 9 pm

R

Digital Movie Tickets

ONLY $3.00

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 616-696-SHOW
www.kenttheatre.com
7469
e
g
coming
Soon:
a
t
S
n
Live o

Feb. 26-27

oist and delicious Sheila Devor’s Pancake Cupcakes
with Maple Bacon Buttercream Frosting is one of those
times when bacon really DOES belong in dessert! I loved the
maple-bacon flavor in the icing. You can add a bit of bacon to
the batter too for an extra pop of flavor... Because you can never
have enough bacon. Right? Quite the treat!
See step-by-step photos of Sheila’s recipe plus thousands
more from home cooks nationwide at:
www.justapinch.com/pancakecupcake
You’ll also find a meal planner, coupons and chances to
win! Enjoy and remember, use “just a pinch”...

Mar. 4-6

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

cedarspringspost.com

What You Need
and spray with non-stick
FOR THE CUPCAKES
spray.
2 c all-purpose flour
• Whisk together flour, sugar,
1 tbsp sugar
baking powder and salt in a
2 tsp baking powder
large bowl; set aside.
1 tsp salt
• In a separate medium bowl,
1 1/2 c whole milk
whisk together milk and
2 eggs
eggs, then stir in butter.
2 tbsp unsalted butter, melted • Add the milk mixture to
and cooled
the dry ingredients. Whisk
until just moistened and
FOR THE FROSTING
combined.
1 c unsalted butter, room temp • Divide batter among the
2 1/2 c powdered sugar
muffin cups. Bake until
3 tbsp maple syrup
puffed and firm to the touch,
1 tsp vanilla extract
about 10 min.
3 slices bacon,;cooked, cooled • Let cool for about 5 min;
and crumbled
remove cupcakes to a wire
rack. Cool completely.
Directions
• To make the frosting, whip
• Preheat the oven to 400 F.
butter on medium-high for
Line a muffin pan with liners

about 5 min.
• Reduce mixer to low; add
powdered sugar a little at
a time, waiting until it’s
mostly incorporated before
adding more.
• Once all of the powdered
sugar has been added,
scrape the sides of the bowl
and increase the speed to
medium-high and whip until
fluffy, 1 to 2 min.
• Add maple syrup and
vanilla; whip for 1 min or so
to incorporate.
• Add the bacon and mix to
combine.
• Spread frosting on
cupcakes.
• Top with additional
crumbled bacon, if desired.

Submitted by: Sheila Devor, Towanda, KS (pop. 1,450)

www.justapinch.com/pancakecupcake
Brought to you by American Hometown Media

Join us for a dance fitness
party to raise funds that will
go towards Brison Ricker’s
medical care. Brison Ricker is a 15-year-old Cedar
Springs student who was
diagnosed in January with
inoperable brain cancer.
What better way to raise
funds than to come together
for a 90-minute dance fitness party? Sweat to some
of your favorite songs for a
good cause. Let’s do what
we can to help kick cancer’s
butt!
No experience necessary—anyone can do it! Just
throw on your fitness gear,
bring a water bottle, a sweat
towel, and your favorite
dancing/workout friends!
The fundraiser will be Friday March 11, 6-7:30 p.m.
at Red Hawk Elementary.
The cost is $10. It will last
90 minutes, with multiple
WERQ Instructors, and fun
routines to your favorite radio hits!
Just DO IT!

Showcase
what you have
to offer the
community
by advertising
in the

Cedar Springs

POST!

Call and speak with
a Sales Associate

TODAY!
616.696.3655
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TAXREFUND

Sale
at ExprEssway auto auction

Monday, February 22nd- 6:30 PM

An original Model T at the Ford Piquette Avenue Plant in Detroit. The plant will be open for tours Feb. 26-28
Photo by Will Lawson.

Original Model T plant
open for Autorama Days!
Do you have a love for vintage cars? How
would you like to travel back in time to visit
the plant where the first Model T was constructed? If that’s the case, you may want to
plan a trip to Detroit next weekend.
The Ford Piquette Avenue Plant, located at 461 Piquette Street, Detroit, Michigan, has announced it will be open for the
2016 Autorama. The Plant will be open to
the public beginning Friday, February 26
through Sunday, February 28, 2016. Hours
will be 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Docent-led tour
times are at 10 a.m., noon, and 2 p.m.

Admission prices are: $12/adults, $10/
seniors, $5/students, and children 12 and
under are free. Please dress warmly as the
Piquette Plant is not heated. Our complimentary hot cocoa bar will be available!
Visiting the Piquette Avenue Plant is a
unique experience—it is the oldest auto
plant open to the public anywhere in the
world. Walk the worn wood floors and
touch the brick walls where Henry Ford and
his team of automotive pioneers developed
the car that led to an automotive and social
revolution.

Monday, February 29th- 6:30 PM
ABSOLUTE LAST BID BUYS
Monday, March 7th- 6:30 PM

231-937-5868

Can Buy or Sell ALL WEEK LONG!

8930 Maple Hill / exit 120, US 131 & M-46• Howard City
w w w. e x p r e s s w a y a u t o a u c t i o n . o r g

Arts/entertainment
and

HometownHappenings

are online at www.cedarspringspost.com

Try a little

TENDERNESS

®

Save 77% on Omaha Steaks

The Family Gourmet Feast
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
15 oz. pkg. All-Beef Meatballs
4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

40332XVJ | Reg. $219.91

Now Only

4999

$

PLUS, 4 more

Kielbasa
Sausages

FREE!
Limit 2 pkgs. at this price. Your 4 free sausages will be
sent to each shipping address that includes the Family
Gourmet Feast 40332. Limit of 1 free box of 4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa
Sausages per shipment. Standard S&H will be added per
address. Not valid with other offers. Expires 5/3/16. ©2015
OCG | 601B120 | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

1-800-918-0216 ask for 40332XVJ
www.OmahaSteaks.com/sp32

The Cedar Springs Post
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DePiazza earns District title
Varsity wrestling
team comes up
short at Districts

Heavyweight Patrick DePiazza, showing his infividual district bracket, and other teams members.

Saturday, February 13,
the team traveled to Lowell for Individual Districts.
Heavyweight Patrick Depiazza remains undefeated
and secured the 2016 District Championship title.
Ryan Ringler 171 lb, finished the day in 2nd Place;
119 lb Jordan Ringler and
145 lb Lucus Pienton finished in 3rd Place and 112
lb Logan Hull and 135 lb

Jacob Galinis finished in
4th Place. Congratulations
to these six individuals!
If you enjoy wrestling
and would like to support
our Red Hawks, Regionals
is next Saturday, March
19 at Byron Center high
school.
“The boys put together
a memorable season. We
came up just a hair short
of our team goals but the

heart and effort was there.
We graduate two fantastic
seniors, Anthony Topolski
and Jesse Empie, that I will
miss in the room everyday,
but will have six regional
qualifiers returning. Now
it's time for the remaining
wrestlers to focus on the
Individual State Championship and bring home some
medals,” said Head Coach
Nick Emery.

Middle School wrestles strong
By C. White
Cedar Springs Middle
School’s young grapplers
wrestled well against a tough
Coopersville team last week
Tuesday, February 9. Each
match was intense, not knowing who would come out on
top. Their Thursday meet was
PRO_8.5x5.5_color.pdf
4/15/13
a Tri-meet
hosted by1 Spar-

Boys basketball
team sweeps trio
By Rebekah Cronk

By Barbra Chong
Cedar Springs High
School wrestling hosted
the 2016 Team Districts
last Wednesday, February
10. The Red Hawks came
out strong and defeated
Forest Hills Eastern, 4816. They then took on the
Yellow Jackets of Greenville for the District Finals.
There were unanticipated
losses for both teams. The
Red Hawks proved to be
a strong competitor with a
young team, but fell short
with a loss, 35-34.
Logan Hull 112 lb, Jacob
Galinis 135 lb, Lucus Pienton 145 lb, Anthony Topolski 152 lb, Gage Gardner 160 lb, Ryan Ringler
171 lb, and heavyweight
Patrick DePiazza, all went
undefeated. Jordan Ringler
125 lb, Jordan Andrus 130
lb, and Jesse Empie 140 lb,
each secured a victory.

Thursday, February 18, 2016

ta with Caledonia rounding
out the teams present. Our
wrestlers battled against both
teams with the matches being
close. There were many first
time wins. Come support this
strong young team at the following Tuesday home meets:
2/23, 3/1 and 3/8 and this Friday evening (2/19) at Sparta
2:29
HighPM School.

The Cedar Springs Red Hawks boys varsity basketball team is on a roll after winning against all three
teams they faced last week.
On Monday February 8, the Cedar Springs varsity
basketball team went head to head with Kenowa Hills,
which was a makeup game from January 12. The varsity team played a solid game, winning against Kenowa
Hills with an ending score of 62-47.
“We were led by Nikc Jackson with 23 points and
7 Rebounds. Taylor VanDyke added 17 points and 9
Rebounds,” said the Cedar Springs varsity basketball
coach, Jeff Patin.
On Tuesday, the team played a home game against
Belding with a victory score of 64-46. The team had
13 different players that scored throughout the game.
“I was enlightened to see some of the guys who always bust their butts in practice, but don’t usually get
to play in the game, finally be able to participate,” said
varsity player, Jameson Pavelka.
“Playing against Belding wasn’t too tough of a game
because Belding has a younger team and they’re still
improving, we have an older team, so it was an easier
game,” said varsity basketball player, Dustin Shaw.
On Friday, February 12, the varsity team played their
last game for the week at Greenville in a conference
game. They led the entire game, which resulted in a
win with a score of 55-44. Nikc Jackson led in scoring
with 14 points and 7 rebounds, and Taylor VanDyke
adding 9 points and 11 rebounds.
“This was good bounce-back week for us. On February 5 we lost to Wyoming by two in a tough battle,
so to bounce back with three good wins was good for
us,” said Patin.

Looking strong; looking to stay hot

Pictured is William Zain.

Photo by T Erxleben

Superior savings on superior
Interior and Exterior Paint.
Professional Interior Paint
Available in Flat, Eggshell
and Semi-Gloss
• Maximum hide
• Outstanding touch-up
• Can be brushed, rolled or sprayed

It was a strong week for the varsity team, and they
also feel as though the season will continue to be
strong.
“I feel pretty good about the season. It started off
with its ups and downs but we have been on a comeback lately,” said varsity player Blake Fisher.
“We’ve had games where we’ve played well and
we’ve had other games where we’ve struggled, but
we all know how well we can play. We have only
scratched the surface of how good we can be. The best
for us has yet to come,” said Shaw.
The team has had many difficulties throughout the
season, but they are willing to work hard, and to work
together to be the best they can be to win.
“We are brothers, we have our moments but it's normal. We just know when it comes down to it we need
to be all together in order to come out on top,” said
varsity player, Da’Marcus Barnett.
Come on out and cheer on your Red Hawks when
they host Northview Friday night at 7 p.m., at Cedar
Springs High School.

$0000
Professional Exterior Paint
Available in Flat and
Semi-Gloss
•
•
•
•

100% acrylic latex
Durable finish
Low temperature application
Can be brushed, rolled or sprayed

$0000

© 2013 The Valspar Corporation.

Great paint at an affordable price for homeowners and professionals!

White Creek Lumber & hardWare

13861 White Creek Ave. | Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-0010 | 1-800-696-1009
www.whitecreeklumber.com

Store HourS: Monday - Saturday 7:30am-6:00pm

•
•
•
•
•

Repairs
Texturing
Basement Finishing
Garage Finishing
Additions

FRee esTimATes!
Call us today!

(616) 439-3050
1565 Dagget Road
Pierson

www.staaldrywall.com

Robinson

616-636-5565
887-2060

Septic cleaning, llc

w w w.robinsonseptic.net

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

Locally Owned, Customer Friendly

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City
and surrounding areas since 1979
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SportS/Outdoors
Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Earth Shine
Two West Michigan Pursuit wrestlers — Michael Cannon and Josh
Vasquez — squared off against each other in the finals last weekend.
Cannon took the championship.
Photo by B. Chong

WMP wrestlers
battle in finals
West Michigan Pursuit
traveled to Lowell and
Chippewa Hills this past
weekend. WMP entered 18
grapplers to compete and
16 placed in the top four.
Out of 60 battles, WMP
claimed 38 victories. Highlights of the day were Xavier Contreras who went 6-1
to battle back for a true second.
Individual results are as
follows:
Fourth Place Medalists include 80 lb Logan Bennett,
9/10 age group; 112/119 lb
Madisyn Birtley, 11/12 age
group and 130 lb Isaac Casey, 9/10 age group.
Third Place Medalists
include 64 lb Tyler Parmeter, 7/8 age group and 52 lb
Kellen Weckesser (Chippewa Hills) 7/8 age group.
Second Place Medalists

include 95/100 lb Gage
Bowen, 9/10 age group;
75/80 lb Xavier Contreras, 11/12 age group; 58 lb
Chayson Eberspeaker, 6 &
under age group; 90/95 lb
Brocke Fisher, 13/14 age
group; 46/49 lb Jayden Marcano-Cruz, 7/8 age group;
52 lb Aaiden Vasquez, 6 &
under age group and 55/59
lb Josh Vasquez, 7/8 age
group.
Champions are 55/59 lb
Michael Cannon, 7/8 age
group; 55 lb Quinton Cassiday, 7/8 age group; 55 lb
Landon Foss, 7/8 age group
and 72/77 lb Blake Peasley,
7/8 age group.
“There was tough competition today and these
kids held their own, very
proud to work with these
kids each week,” said Head
Coach Dave Andrus.

Two nights of Earth
Shine has brightened my
spirit and eyes under a clear
dark sky. The Earth follows
a path around the sun that
takes 365 days and creates
our planet’s year. Earth is
a satellite of the big hot
yellow ball we call sun.

S
WN
O I
N
S RE
A

We are not the only planet
held by the sun. Without its
constant light and heat, nature niches filled with life
would not exist. Take joy
in the sunlight daily.
Our home planet, Earth,
has it own satellite we call
the moon. The moon does
not have an atmosphere
and that prevents establishment of conditions for

life. It has mountains and
valleys. Craters that mark
the surface can be easily seen with binoculars, a
small telescope, or spotting scope used by bird
watchers. The best views
of ridges and valleys are
seen along the edges of the
moon where the curve of
the surface allows us to see
greater detail.

Think of the moon like a
baseball. When one looks
at the surface stitching of a
baseball, the surface closest to you will not appear
as rough or elevated as the
stitching along the edges
where we can see the relief of valleys and ridges
among the threads more
easily.
Ranger - continues on page 15

J.I.S. TIRE SERVICE

T
GRDEEA
ALS

on American Made

TRAILCUTTER
AT2
All Terrains

Sample Sample
Types &Types
Sizes & Sizes
AmericAn mAde
Jetzon
trAilcutter
JETZON
TRAILCUTTER
AT2 At2

Trailcutter Size info:

P235/75R15 ........................... $439
P245/75R16 ........................... $468
P265/75R16 ........................... $515

50,000 Mile Rated
Maximum All Terrain SUV/LT

474
P255/70R16 ........................... 499
P265/70R17 ........................... $540
P235/70R16 ...........................

$
$

Light Truck - Load Range E

LT245/75R16 .......................... $609

LT265/75R16 .......................... $630
LT245/70R17 .......................... $625
LT265/70R17 .......................... $699
LT275/70R18 .......................... $699

Cedar Springs Youth wrestlers (L to R) Tucker and Hudson Crystal
show off their medals from the 2016 Perry Tournament.

Photo by D. Crystal

Youth wrestlers earn medals
By Jacquie Troupe
Last weekend Cedar
Springs Youth Wrestling
Club had wrestlers travel to
the Lowell Open & Novice
Tournament and to the Perry Tournament Sunday February 14. Eighteen youths
competed for a total of 37
wins and 31 losses.

First Place Champions
were Carter Falan in the 0304 90lb Open division and
Jonathan Libera in the 61lb
11-09 All division.
Second Place went to
Blake Falan in the 08-07
55lb Novice division, Hudson Crystal in the 08-07
72lb ALL division, Matthew Vaughn in the 06-05
YOUTH - continues on page 15

Mac’s
Rustic Sports

Your One Stop Sports Shop!
Under New Ownership: Nick & Bob MacTavish
Sports Shop Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7am-8pm, Sat. - Sun. 6am-9pm
Convenience Store Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5am-10pm, Sat. 6am-10pm,
Sun. 6am-9pm

519 Ensley • Howard City • 231.937.4372

DORAL ALL SEASON Sample Types & Sizes
45,000 Plus Mile
P225/60R17 .......$355
P215/60R17 .......$347
P225/65R17 .......$360

SET OF 4 COMPLETE
(Includes mount/balance & tax)

FREE Rotation

Sample Sizes – Many
more types & sizes in
stock

RADIAL SUV - RAISED WHITE LETTER

Sample Types & Sizes

Open Tread Design for Great
Traction in All Season Tire

P225/50R17 .......$385
P225/60R16 .......$310
P205/55R16 .......$295
P215/65R16 .......$330
P215/70R15 .......$299
P205/70R15 .......$295
P205/65R15 .......$305
P195/60R15 .......$259

SET OF 4
COMPLETE

(Includes mount/balance & tax)

P215/60R15 .......$305
P185/65R14 .......

P235/70R16 ........ $425

250

$

ON THE FARM SERVICE
$
Only

50

within a
30 mile radius

Complete on the
Farm & Highway
Service

P245/65R17 ........ $485

P245/70R16 ........ $435

P235/75R15 ........ $385

P245/70R17 ........ $485

P245/75R16 ........ $430
SET OF 4 COMPLETE

P255/70R16 ........ $458
P265/70R17 ........ $505

P265/75R16 ........ $465

(Includes mount/balance & tax)

OLD U.S. 131 • HOWARD CITY

Open 6 Days • Mon. - Fri. 8 - 6 • Sat. 8 - 1
40 YEARS OF SERVICE

231-937-4962

The Cedar Springs Post
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Business / Tax Time $

What's Taxable, Non-Taxable Income?

Tax Time: Choose
your preparer carefully

All income is taxable unless a law specifically says
it isn’t. Here are some basic
rules you should know to
help you file an accurate tax
return:
Taxable income. Taxable
income includes money you
earn, like wages and tips. It
also includes bartering, an
exchange of property or services. The fair market value
of property or services received is normally taxable.
Some types of income are
not taxable except under
certain conditions, including:
Life insurance. Proceeds
paid to you upon the death
of an insured person are
usually not taxable. However, if you redeem a life insurance policy for cash, any
amount you get that is more
than the cost of the policy is
taxable.
Qualified scholarship. In
most cases, income from a
scholarship is not taxable.
This includes amounts used
for certain costs, such as
tuition and required books.
On the other hand, amounts
you use for room and board
are taxable.
Other income tax refunds.
State or local income tax
refunds may be taxable.

Free, IRS-certified help available for many in Michigan
By Mona Shand
Michigan News Connection
It's that time of year
when Uncle Sam wants his
share, but financial experts
want to make sure Michiganders aren't giving away
any of their hard-earned
money in the process.
According to the National Society of Accountants,
the average family spends
anywhere from $150 to
$450 on income-tax preparation.
And Ross Yednock,
program director with the
Michigan Economic Impact Coalition, says because the multi-billion dollar tax preparation industry
is unregulated, it can be
tough to know exactly
what you're paying for.
"The vast majority of
people don't have very
complicated taxes," says

Yednock. "And don't need
to be shelling out $300 or
$400, particularly when
you can go to an IRS-certified tax volunteer and get
them done for free."
People earning $54,000
a year or less can receive
free, in-person tax preparation assistance at sites
across the state, and households bringing in less than
$62,000 can file federal
taxes online, also free,
with the help of a trained
volunteer by phone.
Sites can be found by dialing 2-1-1 or at MichiganFreeTaxHelp.org."
Awakon Federal Credit
Union has offered free tax
preparation to its members
for several years, and this
year, it joined many credit
unions in partnering with
the Voluntary Income Tax
Assistance program to
open the service to the entire community.

Dawn Bodnar, marketing
and community development director at the credit
union, says the response
has been eye-opening.
"It literally takes our preparers 10 or 15 minutes,
and then they walk out
and they have it completely done," she says. "And
they've said they've saved
between $250 and $450.
So, that's a big chunk of
change."
Yednock adds it should
raise a red flag if any tax
preparer claims they can
get you "the most" money
back.
"Whether you go to a
free place, whether you
pay $200, whether you pay
$500, if they're following
the law, the tax return, the
amount that you'll get back
or the amount you pay, is
going to be the same, no
matter where you go," he
says.

You should receive a Form
1099-G from the agency
that paid you. They may
have sent the form by mail
or electronically. Contact
them to find out how to get
the form. Report any taxable refund you got even if
you did not receive Form
1099-G.
Here are some items that
are usually not taxable:
Gifts and inheritances
Child support payments
Welfare benefits
Damage awards for physical injury or sickness
Cash rebates from a dealer or manufacturer for an

Tax Refund Wish List
1. New Car
Ray Winnie Auto Sales
2. New Tires
see ad on page 9
J.I.S. Tires
3. New Flooring
Rockford Floor Covering
4. New Paint
see ad on page 8
White Creek Lumber
5. Auto Loan
Union
Kent County Credit
see ad on page 15
6. Satellite TV
see ad on page 7
Direct TV
7. Quality Meats
Omaha Steaks see ad on page 7

Tax
Tax Time
Time SavingS
SavingS aT
aT
raywinnieautosales.com
3,995

6,995

53K MILES,
AUTO, CRUISE,
PL’S & PW’S,
BRAND NEW
TIRES, CLEAN!

9,995
Your hometown floor-covering
store
Your hometown floor-covering store

2011 FORD eDge SeL
ALL WHEEL
DRIVE, 71K,
NAVIGATION,
HTD LEATHER,
NICE 1-OWNER!

17,995

$

for 33 years

$

$

2008 CHevY SiLveRaDO LT

Your local
2012 TOYOTa maTRix L
floor-covering store
Your hometown
floor-covering
stor
for 35
years

62K MILES,
AUTO, CRUISE,
PL’S & PW’S,
BRAND NEW
TIRES, CLEAN!

8,995

8,495

15,995

$

2012 niSSan veRSa S

PRemieR

$

$

6,995

$

2008 meRCURY miLan

4X4, 5.3L V-8,
120K, PWR
SEAT, REMOTE
START, TOW
PKG, SHARP!

AUTO, AIR,
CRUISE, PWR
SEAT, PL’S &
PW’S, CLEAN
1-OWNER CAR!

V-6, DVD, PWR
MOON, HTD
LEATHER, PWR
SEAT, REAR
AIR, CLEAN!

$

V-6, 89K MILES,
PWR MOON,
HTD LEATHER,
PWR EVERYTHING, NICE!

2009 HYUnDai SOnaTa gLS

2005 HOnDa ODYSSeY ex-L

2001 CHevY mOnTe CaRLO SS
3800 V-6, PWR
SEAT, ALLOY
WHEELS, REAR
SPOILER,
LOCAL TRADE

item you buy
Reimbursements for qualified adoption expenses
For more on this topic see
Publication 525, Taxable
and Nontaxable Income.
You can get it at IRS.gov/
forms anytime.
Each and every taxpayer
has a set of fundamental
rights they should be aware
of when dealing with the
IRS. These are your Taxpayer Bill of Rights. Explore your rights and our
obligations to protect them
on IRS.gov.

2012 BUiCK enCLave
65K MILES,
3RD ROW,
QUAD-SEATING,
REAR AIR, PWR
EVERYTHING

18,995

$

for 33 years

for 33 years

Rockford
Floor Covering,
Inc. In
Rockford
Floor
Covering,

121 W Washington St. Greenville, MI 48838
Corner of M-57 & M-91 DoWntoWn GreenvIlle

Visit us at
616-754-7195
Rockford
Floor Covering, Inc.
1-800-557-7171

Visit us at 616-866-2748
1070410704
Northland
Drive 616-866-27
Northland Drive

Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive

Car Rentals • Van Rentals • Full Repair Facility
Visit
us at 10704
Northland
Hours: Mondays 9a.m.-7p.m. • Tuesdays - Fridays 9a.m.-6p.m.
• Saturdays
9a.m.-2p.m.

Drive

616-866-2748

Business / Tax Time $
The Cedar Springs Post

$

ASK
SCORE
Tell them about it:

Advertising will boost retail sales
For retailers, the decision
whether to advertise is easy,
for the answer is always yes.
Advertising is a great way to
attract new customers, who
will spread the word about
your business to others. It
also reminds previous customers that your business is
still there to serve them.
However, which medium
to use is only part of the decision-making process. Designing and implementing
an advertising strategy requires thoughtful planning.
Like a reporter, you need to

ask some basic questions:
Who is your target market
and what media is best to
reach them-newspaper, magazines, radio, TV (including
cable) or Internet? Also,
what message(s) should be
emphasized—price, selection, convenience, expert assistance or specialty items?
When and where should the
ads run? And most important, how will you measure
their effectiveness?
The question now becomes how to budget and
implement an effective ad-

vertising program. These
expenses should be planned
with a specific return on
investment (ROI) in mind.
For every advertising dollar,
the business must recoup a
percentage as part of every
sale. Keep in mind that discounts advertised in your
promotions affect your ROI
because they mean less revenue.
Remember that your ads
should generate a positive
response among potential
consumers. That's why the
creative aspect of a clever
and intriguing ad is so important. A well-crafted ad
campaign will continuously draw customers, while a
poorly conceived or executed strategy may make your
business memorable for the

Social Security benefits may be taxable
If you receive Social Security benefits, you may
have to pay federal income
tax on part of your benefits.
These IRS tips will help you
determine if you need to
pay taxes on your benefits.
Form SSA-1099. If you
received Social Security
benefits in 2015, you should
receive a Form SSA-1099,
Social Security Benefit
Statement, showing the
amount of your benefits.
Only Social Security. If
Social Security was your
only income in 2015, your
benefits may not be taxable.
You also may not need to
file a federal income tax
return. If you get income
from other sources you may
have to pay taxes on some
of your benefits.
Free File. Use IRS Free
File to prepare and e-file
your tax return for free. If
you earned $62,000 or less,
you can use brand-name
software. The software
does the math for you and
helps avoid mistakes. If you
earned more, you can use
Free File Fillable Forms.
This option uses electronic versions of IRS paper
forms. It’s best for peo-

ple who are used to doing
their own taxes. Free File is
available only by going to
IRS.gov/freefile.
Interactive Tax Assistant.
You can get answers to your
tax questions with this helpful tool and see if any of
your benefits are taxable.
Visit IRS.gov and use the
Interactive Tax Assistant
tool.
Tax Formula. Here’s a
quick way to find out if you
must pay taxes on your Social Security benefits: Add
one-half of your Social Security to all your other income, including tax-exempt
interest. Then compare the
total to the base amount for
your filing status. If your
total is more than the base
amount, some of your benefits may be taxable.

Base Amounts. The three
base amounts are:
$25,000 – if you are single, head of household,
qualifying widow or widower with a dependent child
or married filing separately
and lived apart from your
spouse for all of 2015
$32,000 – if you are married filing jointly
$0 – if you are married
filing separately and lived
with your spouse at any
time during the year
Each and every taxpayer has a set of fundamental
rights they should be aware
of when dealing with the
IRS. These are your Taxpayer Bill of Rights. Explore your rights and our
obligations to protect them
on IRS.gov.

LOCAL, DEPENDABLE SERVICE!

Steven L. Friar, ABA

Enrolled Agent – Accountant
Complete Individual & Business Tax Services
Also Specializing in Small Business Accounting
and Payroll Since 1991

(616) 874-7749

5426 Myers Lake Ave. NE • Belmont

Email: steve@fritax.com www.fritax.com

McBride Accounting
INCOME TAX PREPARATION

Very Reasonable Rates - Free E-File with tax preparation

We are a
Full Accounting Service
McBride Accounting

123 South Main Street
Cedar Springs, MI

616-696-1599

Robin Curtiss .........38 years exp.
Teresa O’Brien .........5 years exp.
Tim Coon ............... 20 years exp.

Checks in as little as 10 Days!
DEpEnDing on DatE FilED

Walk-ins welcome

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5pm
Evenings By Appt. • Sat. 9am-3pm

wrong reasons.
Whenever possible, hire
an ad agency or design firm
to help develop the creative
concept, layout and production of an advertising campaign. This need not be expensive; you can select from
advertising agencies, graphic design firms and freelance
marketing pros for as much
or as little help as needed. If
you can't afford this investment, you may be able to get
production support from the
media outlet. For example,
many newspapers and local
shopper publications will
include free in-house design
for the cost of the ad. Just
make sure you have carefully planned your messages
and goals for the ads as well
as their timing.
To review your advertising plans, contact an
expert counselor from
SCORE "Counselors to
America's Small Business." At SCORE, you'll
find a wealth of valuable
information and insights
from working and retired
business owners, executives and managers. And
it's free.
All SCORE counseling
is offered as a free and
confidential
community service. There are 389
SCORE chapters around
the country assisting en-

trepreneurs. While counseling is always free-of-charge,
local SCORE chapters also
offer small business workshops and seminars for modest fees.
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To learn more about
SCORE and its counseling
services, call 1-616-7710305, or email your questions to the Grand Rapids
Chapter at scoregr.org./

ACTION TAX
SERVICE
Founded in 1989,
owner Jerry Coon
and his staff of tax
professionals,
Kathy Anderson,
Rochel Barnes,
and Shannon Stock,
have more than 60
years of combined tax
preparation experience.

EXPERT, AFFORDABLE TAX HELP
“Complex returns not a problem”
Individuals • Businesses • LLCs • Partnerships • Corporations

Call Now for an
Appointment

866-4704

10271 NORTHLAND DR. • ROCKFORD
www.actiontaxservice.com
Member of

OUR
LOCATION

X

Northland Dr.

Thursday, February 18, 2016

Over

30

13 Mile Rd.
National Association
of Tax Professionals

Years

12 Mile Rd.

Bell
Furniture

Year-Round Service • Tax Planning • Out-of-State Returns
Bookkeeping • Payroll • Experienced Personnel

Watch for Changes to the FAFSA

If you have a child in college, you’re
probably familiar with the Free Application
for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA), which
must be completed to help ensure that
students don’t miss out on federal and state
grants, work-study jobs and loans. But you
might not know that some important changes
will be coming to the FAFSA during 2016 –
and these changes can affect both the process
of filing for aid, and, possibly, the amount of
aid your child will receive.
Here are three key changes to watch for:

• Earlier availability of the FAFSA –
Currently, you need to complete the FAFSA
as soon as possible after Jan. 1 – which
means you’re probably filling out the form
even before you’ve filed your taxes, which
aren’t due until April. As a result, you may
have to estimate your income and update
the information later. However, beginning
with the 2017–2018 school year, you can
complete the FAFSA starting on Oct. 1 of the
previous calendar year, rather than wait until
January. At that point, you will already have
filed your 2015 taxes, so in filling out the
FAFSA, you won’t have to rely on estimates
of your income.
For 2016 only, this change presents
something of an anomaly – specifically,
you should fill out the FAFSA as soon as
possible for the 2016–2017 school year,
using an estimate of your 2015 income, and
then complete the FAFSA again in October
for the 2017–2018 school year, using your
actual 2015 income. In future years, you’ll
only have to complete the FAFSA once, with
applications accepted beginning each Oct.1.
• Lower “asset protection” allowance –
When you report your financial information
on the FAFSA, some of your assets – such as
your IRA and 401(k) – are not counted toward
the resources you’re expected to contribute
to your child’s education. Some other assets

are considered available, but a percentage of
these assets can be sheltered, with the exact
amount depending largely on your age and
marital status. For the 2016–17 school year,
this sheltered asset amount has been reduced
significantly. However, while this reduction
could have some effect on your student’s aid
package, it shouldn’t be too severe because
income, more than assets, is a bigger factor
in the federal financial aid formula.
• No more shared mailing list – When
filing the FAFSA, students can choose up
to 10 colleges to receive their financial
information. Previously, when students
sent their FAFSAs to multiple colleges and
universities, these schools could see the other
institutions on the mailing list. But starting
with the 2016–2017 application, schools will
no longer have this information. This could
actually benefit your child. Previously, if a
school saw it was listed first on the FAFSA, it
might have assumed it was the student’s first
choice and, as a result, may not have felt the
need to be flexible in awarding financial aid.
Now, though, without a list of its competitors,
a school might be more open to negotiating a
more favorable aid package for your child.
It’s a good idea to stay current on the
changes connected to the FAFSA because
it helps determine financial aid eligibility
– and financial aid is a key component of
your strategy to pay for your child’s (or
grandchild’s) education.
This information is offered for broad,
informational purposes only. Edward Jones
does not employ financial aid experts or
give financial aid advice. This is a highly
specialized field, and specific questions
should be directed to a qualified financial aid
officer.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Seth Donnan
Financial Advisor
4027 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
616-696-9370

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

The Cedar Springs Post
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Township
of Nelson
County of Kent,
Michigan

Summary of Nelson
Township Board Meeting
2 Maple Street
Sand Lake, MI 49343
Nelson Township/Sand Lake Hall
Tuesday, February 9, 2016
7:00 PM

Present: Noreen, Hoffman, Austin, Mahoney and
Armstrong.
Absent: None
Board action approved: Amended the 2016
TruGreen’s Landscape proposal to a (3) three-year
contact $4,985.00 per year through 2019; approved
Pro Auto annual salvage license; approved the
Open Burning Ordinance amendments; Approved
Community Block Grant request for accessibility
improvements in Gordon Park; Approved the
Zoning Ordinance amendments to permit Farm
Operations in the C Commercial District and
Special Use for Commercial Greenhouse and
Nurseries; refund Dean Wall annual mining
application fee.
Discussed: Supervisor informed the board that
the Assessor gave verbal resignation.
Complete copies of the minutes are available at
the Township Hall during regular business hours
Monday – Thursday 9 AM to 3 PM.
Dated: February 18, 2016
Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

CedaR SPRINGS
PublIC SChoolS

exCelleNCe & INNovatIoN

Bid NotificatioN

The Cedar Springs Public Schools will be accepting bids for Sport Baseball and Softball Field(s)
repair and renovations. Bids are due by 1:00 pm
on Tuesday, March 1, 2016. All bids submitted on
time will be opened and read publicly at the bid
opening. All bids should be submitted to:
Cedar Springs Public Schools
Attn. Dr. Laura VanDuyn, Superintendent
204 E. Muskegon Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319-9599
Project Information: Is posted and available on
the Cedar Springs Public School website at: www.
csredhawks.org. No Bids are accepted via e-mail.
Bids received after 1:00 pm on March 1, 2016 will
not be accepted. All Bids shall be accompanied
by the required sworn and notarized statements
provided in the project documentation for familial
relationships and Iran Economic Sanctions Act;
Michigan Public Act No. 5170 2012. The Board
of Education will not qualify or approve any bid
that does not include all required documentation.
It is the Bidders responsibility to obtain the Project Information from the District’s website, under
Bid Postings; or from the State of Michigan “Bid4Michigan.com” website. A scheduled Pre-Bid
meeting on-site at the Varsity Base Ball Field will
be conducted on Thursday, February 18, 2016 at
1:00 pm, located directly behind the Cedar View
Elementary school building; 214 E. Muskegon
Street, Cedar Springs, MI 49319-9599.
Bid Documents and scope of work Specifications for
this Project may be viewed and/or obtained at the
Pre-Bid meeting or downloaded from the Districts
website. Please note: All contractors are responsible to obtain Bid documentation and Project Scope
of Work Specifications. Project Questions should be
addressed with Cedar Springs Public Schools, Attn:
Mr. Jerry Gavin
Operations Director
204 E. Muskegon Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319-9599
616-696-1450
Feb. 18.2016

Township
of Nelson
County of Kent,
Michigan

PUBLIC NOTICE
BOARD OF REVIEW NOTICE
TO TAXPAYERS AND
PROPERTY OWNERS OF
NELSON TOWNSHIP

The Nelson Township Board of Review shall meet
at the Township Hall, 2 Maple Street, Sand Lake,
MI, on the following dates for 2016:
Tuesday March 8 at 10:30 am Organizational
Meeting
Monday March 14, 12pm to 3pm and 6pm to 9pm
Appeal Hearings
Wednesday March 16, 9am to 12pm and 1pm to
4pm Appeal Hearings

APPOINTMENTS ARE REQUIRED

Phone 616-636-5332 during the hours of 9am to
3pm Mondays thru Thursdays to schedule your
time and date of appointment.
Residents and non-residents may appeal by letter.
They should be addressed to Nelson Township
Board of Review, PO Box 109 Sand Lake, MI
49343. All letters must be received by March 14,
2016 to be acted upon.
Poverty guidelines and applications are available
from the Township Office Monday thru Thursday.
Or on the Township Website. If applying for
poverty exemption they must be received by
March 14, 2016.
Veterans exemptions must be turned in by March
16, 2016.
Dated: Feb. 18, 2016
Jason Rosenzweig, Assessor

Solon
Township Hall

15185 Algoma Avenue
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Public noTice
noTice iS HeRebY GiVen that the
Public Accuracy Test for the March 8, 2016
Presidential Primary Election has been scheduled
for 2:00 PM Wednesday, February 24, 2016 in the
Solon Township Hall at 15185 Algoma Avenue NE,
Cedar Springs, Michigan.
The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to
determine that the program and computer being
used to tabulate the results of the election counts
the votes in the manner prescribed by law.
Dated: Feb. 18, 2016 Mary Lou Poulsen, Solon
Township Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE
2 E. MAPLE ST
SAND LAKE MI 49343
616-636-8854

Fiscal Year 2016-17
Budget Workshops
Wednesday, Feb. 24, at 9:00 a.m.
and Monday, March 21, 7:00 p.m., at the
SAND LAKE MUNICIPAL BUILDING
Dated: February 18, 2016 Leticia Nielsen/Clerk

Thursday, February 18, 2016

SOLON
Township Hall

15185 Algoma Avenue
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF ZONING
ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS
and SUMMARY OF THE REGULATORY
EFFECTS THEREOF

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on February 9, 2016, the Township Board of the Township
of Solon adopted two amendments to the Solon
Township Zoning Ordinance. The following is a
summary of the principal provisions of the amending
ordinances:
1. IC Interchange/Freeway Mixed Use Commercial
District Zoning District. The Township has amended
the zoning ordinance to create a new zoning district,
regulated in Chapter 10A. The District will generally permit manufactured housing communities and
compatible commercial businesses and services
which benefit from highway accessibility. Uses permitted by right, special land uses and other uses are
listed.
Design requirements for manufactured housing
communities include specifications for access and
roads, driveways, resident vehicle parking, visitor
parking facilities, sidewalks, lighting, utilities, site
size, spacing and setback requirements, screening
and landscaping, required open space, site constructed buildings and dwellings, signs, RV storage,
and other regulations, as well as regulations on
home size, installation, skirting, storage of personal
property and other operational requirements.
2. Cedarfield, Inc. Conditional Rezoning. Zoning
ordinance Section 4.02, the zoning map, has been
amended to rezone the lands described below from
the MHC Manufactured Housing Community District
to the newly created IC Interchange/Freeway Mixed
Use Commercial District, in accordance with a Conditional Rezoning Agreement as offered by the property owner:
3592 17 Mile Road
PART OF NW 1/4 & PART OF NE 1/4 & PART
OF SE 1/4, SEC 35, T10N R11W COM 150.24
FT S89°32’17”W ALONG N SEC LINE FROM
N 1/4 COR; TH S0°27’44”E 40.0 FT; TH SWLY
23.05 FT ALONG A 31.0 FT RAD CURVE TO
LT/LONG CHORD BEARS S20°17’02”W 22.52
FT/TH S04°17’46”W 71.49 FT; TH SELY 402.98
FT ALONG A 2102.0 FT RAD CURVE TO LT/
LONG CHORD BEARS S07°28’13”E 402.36
FT; TH S12°57’45”E 237.31 FT; TH SELY 314.22
FT ALONG A 2152.0 FT RAD CURVE TO RT/
LONG CHORD BEARS S08°46’46”E 313.94 FT;
TH S04°35’48”E 75.37 FT; TH SELY 58.70 FT
ALONG A 3733.0 FT RAD CURVE TO LT/LONG
CHORD BEARS S05°02’49”E 58.70 FT; TH
N89°28’22”E PAR WITH N SEC LINE 1326.06
FT TO W LINE OF E 1/2 NE 1/4 TH S ALONG SD
W LINE TO E&W 1/4 LINE; TH E ALONG E&W
1/4 LINE TO WLY LINE OF HWY US 131; TH
SLY ALONG WLY LINE OF SD HWY TO S LINE
OF N 1/2 N 1/2 NW 1/4 SE 1/4; TH W ALONG
SD S LINE TO A PT 816 FT E ALONG SD S LINE
FROM N&S 1/4 LINE; TH NWLY TO A PT 40 FT
N ALONG E LINE OF W 5/8 NW 1/4 & 1105.01
FT E PAR WITH E&W 1/4 LINE FROM INT OF
N LINE OF FORMER GT RR R/W & E LINE OF
W 5/8 NW 1/4; TH W PAR WITH E&W 1/4 LINE
TO E LINE OF W 5/8 NW 1/4; TH N ALONG SD
E LINE TO N SEC LINE; TH E ALONG N SEC
LINE TO A PT 718.0 FT W ALONG N SEC LINE
FROM N 1/4 COR; TH S PERP TO N SEC LINE
218.0 FT; TH E PAR WITH N SEC LINE 200.0
FT; TH N PERP TO N SEC LINE 218.0 FT; TH E
ALONG N SEC LINE 367.76 FT TO BEG.
The Agreement provides, among other matters,
that the lands shall only be developed and used
for a manufactured housing community, storage
warehouses for use by residents of a manufactured
housing community and/or by the general public and
certain accessory uses, subject to the provisions
contained in the Agreement.
3. Effective Date. The foregoing amending ordinances shall each become effective on February 25,
2016.
Copies of the two ordinances may be inspected or
purchased at the offices of the Solon Township Clerk,
Solon Township Hall, 15185 Algoma Ave., NE, within
the Township, during normal business hours.
Dated: Feb. 18, 2016
TOWNSHIP BOARD OF
THE TOWNSHIP OF SOLON
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Creative Technologies Academy

CTA works with 3D printer
as part of technology program
The CTA high school
physics class was loaned a
3D printer from Rick Mushing, a consultant from Kent
ISD, who did a STEM presentation on future revolutionary technologies. These
technologies included 3D
Printing, Autonomous Vehicles and Artificial Intelligence. The high school
physics class was tasked
with creating a unique electronic device utilizing a 3D
printer. Two projects that
resulted from the assignment were a 3D printed car
to go up a ramp in a unique
way; another group programmed a race car game at
a KCTC class, creating an
interface with it using the
Makey Makey software and
3D printed a steering wheel

for the game.
The Digital Media: Stop
Motion class had the opportunity to use the printer
to create props for an animation project and the sixth
grade students got to learn
3D design on TinkerCad in
their science class.
The 3D projects also
cover Next Generation Science Standards, which were
adopted by the Michigan
Department of Education
in November 2015 and is
a multi-state effort to create new education standards that are rich in content and practice, arranged
in a coherent manner across
disciplines and grades to
provide all students an
internationally
benchmarked science education.

February
18		
Girl Talk (MS/HS) 3-4:00 p.m.
19		
Boys & Girls Basketball vs. WMAES
					 5:30-9:00 p.m.
20		
Let It Glow Valentine’s Dance Party
22		
Boys & Girls Bball vs. Holland Calvary
				 @Holland Christian 4:30 p.m.
23		
Basketball Banquet 6-7:30 p.m.
26		
Student Early Release – (2 hours early)
					 K-5 Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.
					 6-12 Dismissal at 12:45 p.m.
			
Popcorn Friday
March
1		
NHS Meeting during FIT		
3		
Girl Talk (MS/HS) 3-4:00 p.m.
			
7th Grade & HS Choir Concert 7:00 p.m.
9-11		
HS Exams
11		
Student Early Release – (2 hours early)
					 K-5 Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.
					 6-12 Dismissal at 12:45 p.m.
			
Boys & Girls Basketball vs. WLHS
					 5:30-9:00 p.m.

Annual CTA Blood Drive
3D Printer that was loaned to CTA.

The annual CTA Blood Drive will take place Thursday,
March 10, from 1-6:45 p.m.
To schedule an appointment, log onto www.redcrossblood.org (sponsor code: CTACHARGERS) or call Jennifer August at 616-799-0559.
Come donate blood and register with Delete Blood
Cancer to be a part of the bone marrow donor registry at
the same time.

Runner up, Brenna Jibson (L)
and winner Ericka Olson
Kindergarten and first grade students enjoy sledding as a reward for meeting their reading goals.

Hard Work leads to Sledding Party
The elementary students were able to
enjoy some winter fun before the snow
melted!
The kindergartners and first graders
earned a sledding party because they have
worked so hard to meet their reading goals
this year. Mrs. Bialkowski, the first grade
teacher, and Miss Bostic, the kindergarten
teacher, wanted to celebrate their students’
successes!
What better way to celebrate in the winter than with a sledding party followed by
hot cocoa and a special treat!

CTA Calendar

“It was a blast seeing the excitement from these little ones and knowing
that all this happened because they had
been working so hard in the classroom,”
said Miss Bostic. “These kids can make
any situation exciting and enjoyable, even
this small sledding hill!”
Thank you to all the moms and dads
of the first graders and the kindergartners
who made this celebration possible! Now
they are on to setting and meeting even
more goals for the year with National
Reading Month right around the corner!

CTA Spelling
Bee Winners
In January, 17 students in
grades fourth through eighth
competed in the first annual
CTA Spelling Bee! For several weeks prior to the spelling
bee, participants practiced,
practiced, and practiced lists
of spelling words in preparation for the School Bee. These
same participants also attended the CTA Chargers Spelling
Club led by sixth grade teacher, Mrs. Jenny Bangma and
fifth grade teacher, Mrs. Kate
Norman; it was here that participants gained strategies for
spelling words, remembering
letter patterns, and the etiquette for the actual Bee. Lots
of hard work was put in by our
Charger Spellers over the last
few months in preparation for
this event!
Our School Bee went five
rounds strong, resulting in a
Champion and a Runner-up.
Our first CTA Spelling Bee
Champion was eighth grade
student, Ericka Olson; our first
ever Runner-up is fifth grade
student, Brenna Jibson. The
winners will head to the Regional Spelling Bee competition in Kentwood, Michigan
on Tues., Feb. 23, 2016. We
are so proud and excited for
our Chargers!

Chargers Earn Consolation
Victory Over Academy
of Environmental Science
After being defeated in the first round of the West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science (WMAES)
tournament, the Creative Technologies Academy Boy’s
Basketball team answered strongly in the consolation
game, defeating the host team with a final score of 65-44.
WMAES scored 8 of the first 11 points of the game.
The Chargers had an answer however, with brothers
Dawson (13) and Casen (6) Armstrong combining for
19 of the Chargers’ 26 first quarter points. The Chargers
controlled the rest of the game, never relinquishing their
double-digit lead.
Junior Brandon Beck and the aforementioned Dawson
Armstrong tied for the team high with 24 points a piece.
“I felt we were ready to execute our full court press for
extended minutes for the first time this season, and execute it we did,” said CTA coach Scott Bultman.
The Chargers defense with its full court press wore
down WMAES, which led to multiple fast breaks in the
second half.
“With the Environmental Academy defense tiring from
our fast break and press, we were able to pound the ball
down low in the second half to our captain Brandon
Beck, who finished well around the basket,” continued
Bultman.

NBA - Never Been Absent
At CTA, we believe there is no substitute for being in
the classroom with our amazing teachers; we feel it is vital for the growth of our students that they attend school
as many days as possible. The NBA (Never Been Absent)
Program was developed to promote school attendance at
both an individual and class level.
The attendance incentive program is for those in Kindergarten through fifth grade.
The first grade class had an average of 95% attendance
for the month of January! As a reward, the students
received a classroom picnic lunch with Jet’s Pizza and
a movie! The first graders have earned the attendance
award on two other occasions this year!
We are very proud of the fact that students continue to
show up every day to work hard and learn!

CLASSIFIEDS
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36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

– 696-3655 –

Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Homes
for Sale

AUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

CEDARFIELD
55+
COMMUNITY

Help

Wanted

Sales

Child Care
55+
616-696-1100

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

At your

service...
Kimberly’s Kleaning Service
ResidentialWill&Travel
Commercial
Call for Estimate
231.429.0808

T_monster_1@yahoo.com

small ads
make ¢ents

SCHULTZ SEPTIC

"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential •Commercial

Our low rates are worth
the call! - 696-9570

$

5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

  #'%%" & !
 & 7pm
!'" &!
Sat.
9:30am-1pm
$
&!



  "616.696.3900

Absolute Heating
& Ventilation LLC
2011
Dealer of the year

Lori Visser

For FREE Estimates
call 616-866-5096

800.583.3177 / 616.263.1777

EXCAVATING, INC.

Ch7 Bankruptcy $249
Divorce $300
Flat Fees - A debt
relief agency

Screened TopSoil
SCREENED
TOPSOIL
gravel
Sand
GRAVEL •• SAND
recycled
RECYCLED concreTe
CONCRETE
Licensed &
LICENSED
& insured
INSURED
commerciaL &
& residentiaL
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

636-5524
636-5524

www.deanexcavating.com

www.globespinnertravel.com

The Post is in search of
hard working sales reps...
Please send resume to
sales@cedarspringspost.com

Byrne Electrical has
both 1st and 2nd shift
assembly positions and
2nd and 3rd shift molding
positions available. Must
have good hand coordination. Willing to train.
Apply today at Workbox
Staffing, 4116 - 17 Mile
Rd., Cedar Springs, 616326-2550. Apply online
before stopping in at
www.workboxstaffing.
com. #5-8b
Drivers: Home 2-3 days/
week! Paid by mile. Excellent
Benefits. Hauling potatoes.
Reefer. CDL-A, good driving
record
req'd.
319-7541944x112. #6,7p

Lost and
found
Lost: Black men's wallet, trifold, with 2 silver snaps. Lost
on February 12th at Admiral in
Cedar Springs. Call 616-2139102 or 616-337-9142. #7

small ads
make ¢ents

Critter

Corner
Lost: Border Collie/Husky mix,
male, about 2 years old. Lost
on Feb. 3 on Indian Lakes in
the Hoskins/Edgerton area.
Lots of energy and can be
protective. Mostly black and
white with some tan wearing a
green collar. Please call 616450-9953 or 616-754-8946
with any information. REWARD
if found. #6
Free to Good Home: Young
rabbits, 2 males, short hair,
outdoor, about 5 months old.
Good kid's pet. NOT for food.
Call 616-696-9225, ask for
Faith. #6

For Rent

PETS of the Week
Candy
Femal American Staffordshire Terrier Mix
I am a 4 year old happy
dog who loves to play!
I’m affectionate and
like to be near people. I
would do well with older children and most
other dogs, remember
it is recommended that
you bring your dog in to
HSWM for a dog meeting before you adopt another dog
into your home! During the month of February adult dogs
ages 5 months and up are on special for $75.
Abby
Female Domestic Short
Hair
I am a 12 year old cat
ready for my forever
home! I am a low key
cat who likes to hide
but is also friendly and appreciates affection and ear rubs.
This month at Humane Society of West Michigan all cats
ages 5 months and up are on a Pay-What-You- Wish special.
Donations are appreciated.
HSWM Notes: Kaner and Achilles, who were featured
last week, are both still available for adoption. On Saturday,
Feb. 20, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., we will be having a "Some
Bunny to Love" adoption special at where all rabbits and
small critters will be on a name-you-own-price special.

For more information on the Humane
Society of West Michigan, call (616)
453-8900 or visit them at 3077 Wilson
NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile
Road during adoption hours or visit
www.hswestmi.org
Adoption Hours: Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm, Saturday: 10am-4pm

SPACE FOR LEASE

430 Sq. Ft. Suite
Shared Kitchen,
Restrooms,
and Lobby.
230 W. Shaw, Howard City

CALL: 231-937-9180

Call
The POST

696-3655

Please join us on Monday,
March 21st for the 4th Annual Paws, Claws & Corks
event! This year's event will
feature tasting from Grand
Rapids hottest restaurants,
samples of fine wines and
microbrews, and a fabulous
live and silent auctions!
Information is available at www.pawsclawsandcorks.com.

Affordable Liberty

(231) 755-SAVE(7283)
Cedar Springs, MI location

FLORIST CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.
FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

Your original
hometown florist
“Look
for
our
specials
“Look
canopy
“Look for
for the
the striped
green canopy
on Facebook.”
&& bright
yellow
bright
yellow doors”
doors”

866-0990

A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb
Garage Doors: Spring
repairs. Sales, service
and installation of garage
doors and electric openers. Lowest prices guaranteed. Free Estimates.
616-334-3574. #tfnp

Next to Meijer

Learn Play & Grow Daycare has full-time openings. Let your child Learn
Play & Grow with us! 616255-7624. #6-9p

Services

17 N. Main St.

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS

Low Cost Rentals Available

Auto Glass Installation

696-1830

13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

Professional auto rePair

New hours: M-F 8-6 • sat. 8-4 • suN. Closed
15670 NorthlaNd dr.
betweeN Cedar spriNgs
aNd saNd lake

696-8863

aNy Car aNy repair

diesel - hybrid • MediuM & heavy duty • ForeigN & doMestiC

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at

www.cedarspringspost.com

(1)																																																											(2)																																																																	(3)																																																																		(4)
(5)																																																											(6)																																																																	(7)																																																																		(8)
(9)																																																											(10)																																																															(11)																																																																(12)
(13)																																																									(14)																																																															(15)																																																																(16)
(17)																																																									(18)																																																															(19)																																																																(20)
(21)																																																									(22)																																																															(23)																																																																(24)
(25)																																																									 $12.20
25 words or less $12.00

$12.40

$12.60

$12.80

$13.00

$13.20

$13.40

$13.60

$13.80

$14.00

$14.20

Cost of Ad
$ ________
Box
$1.50
Bold
$1.50
Name ________________________________
Ad Total
$ ________
Times to run
X ________
Address_______________________________
Amount Due
$ ________
Phone ________________________________
Start Date (Thurs.) ____________
Signature ______________________________
Type of Payment
___Cash
Expiration Date ______________
___Check
Credit Card Number ___________________________________ ___Credit Card

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.
Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.
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Bowling
...continued from page 1

Marvel got 3rd place for the
girls.
Also at the post season
conference, four boys and
three girls made all con-

ference, which is based
on their bowling average
for the high school season. For the boys, Dugan
Conely was first place for

Ranger
...continued from page 9

The moon appears to rise
about 56 minutes later each
night. View it from your
yard on a full moon night
when the Earth is between
the sun and moon. Rarely
the three objects are aligned
so perfectly straight that
the Earth’s shadow blocks
sunlight from hitting the
moon. When they do, we
have a moon eclipse. When
the moon is between the sun
and Earth in perfect alignment, its shadow blocks
sunlight from hitting Earth

Youth

creating a solar eclipse.
Such perfect alignments are
rare and make the news.
About every 28 days, the
moon moves around the
Earth in a similar manner
to how the Earth moves
around the sun. As a result,
we see different amounts of
the moon’s surface lighted
by the sun. On a full moon
night, it appears that the
entire moon is lighted by
the sun and we see a bright
round ball. The Earth is between the sun and moon on

...continued from page 9

90lb Novice division and
Logan Troupe in the 04-03
90lb Novice division.
Third Place went to Blake
Pickard in the 06-05 80lb
Novice division.
Fourth Place went to
Tucker Crystal in the 1109 46lb ALL division and
Wyatt Cooper in the 06-05
110lb Open division.
Carter Falan had 4 pins
in a total time of 2:34 and
1 win by decision, Blake
Pickard had 3 pins in a total
time of 4:02, Tucker Crystal had 3 pins in a total time

of 4:09, Matthew Vaughn
had 3 pins in a total time of
5:01 and 1 Technical Fall,
Logan Troupe had 2 pins
in a total time of 2:29 and 1
win by decision and Blake
Falan had 2 pins in a total
time of 2:31, 1 win in Sudden Victory and 1 win by
Rule. Hudson Crystal had 2
Tech Falls.
Matthew Vaughn & Hudson Crystal led the team in
most points in one match
with 16, followed by Tucker Crystal with 15 and Jonathan Libera with 14.
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all conference with a 204.7
average; followed by Trevor Ruark in second with
a 196.8 average; then Jacob Cartwright was third
with a 195.9 average, and
Blake Fisk was eighth with
a 189.2 average. The girls
who made all-conference
were Allyson Marvel, who
got third with a 164.4 aver-

age; Breanna Feikema was
fourth with a 158 average;
and Emma Schut was 6th
with a 156.1 average.
The boys and girls have
regionals on Friday, February 26 and Saturday, February 27.

those nights. Keep in mind
that half of the moon is dark
with no sunlight when we
see a full moon. That half
is the surface facing away
from us so we do see any of
the dark side.
When the moon and sun
are both on the same side of
the Earth at sunset or sunrise, the dark side is facing
us and is not being hit by
sun rays. We call it a new
moon. We can still see the
dark circle of the moon and
this is where Earth Shine
becomes important. If no
light at all was coming from
the moon’s surface to Earth,
we would not see it.
This past week on clear
nights shortly after sunset,
we observed a small bright
crescent moon. The entire
half of the moon was reflecting bright light from
the sun but almost all of
the lighted portion of the
moon was facing away
from Earth. With the moon
between Earth and sun, the
dark side was facing Earth
except for a thin strip of the
lighted portion. The next
night the moon’s positon
had changed and it was setting 56 minutes later so it
was not aligned as straightly
with sun. The moon showed
a wider bright crescent.
Perhaps only 10 percent
of the moon seen was a
brightly lighted crescent.
However, the other 90 percent was also visible. With
no sunlight hitting it di-

rectly, one would expect it
should be absolutely black
and invisible. There is no
moon atmosphere to reflect
light onto the dark surface
of the moon.
Sunlight hitting the Earth
bounces off our planet’s
surface, hits the moon, and
bounces back to Earth.
There is enough reflected sunlight bouncing off
Earth to hit the dark side of
the moon and even bounce
back to Earth so we can actually see the surface that
receives no direct sun rays.
The dimly visible lighted 90
percent is a result of Earth
Shine. The Earth does not
produce its own light but it
does reflect enough sunlight
to create Earth Shine on the
moon.
Natural history questions or topic suggestions
can be directed to Ranger
Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody
Brook Nature Sanctuary,
13010 Northland Dr. Cedar
Springs, MI 49319 or call
616-696-1753.

For more photos see story on website.

The POST guarantee:

We guarantee
NO ONE will see
your ad if it's not in
NOW
the paper!!

HIRING!
ARE YOU STRUGGLING TO
FIND
GOOD Staffing
EMPLOYEES?
Workbox
has
If so give us a call and see what

several
Workboxpositions
Staffing can doavailable!
for you.
Ask for Billi Thielke

Assembly
• Machine
Operator
616-326-2550
or 231-303-9000
CNC Machinist needed in the Howard City Area
Maintenance
• Tool
& inDie Repair
General production
needed
Big Rapids $10.00/hr, Sparta Area $9.50/hr,
Summer
Help
• Quality
Greenville
$8.50
to $10.00/hr Manager
General Labors/Spray Painters, Machine Operators
General
Labor
• CNC
Landscapers
needed
in Rockford
$8.00 to•$8.50/hr
Freight Management Coordinator needed on
2nd shift in Grand
$17.00/hr Tech’s
Fabricators
• Rapids
Process
Carpenters needed in Grand Rapids $15.00/hr
Powder Coaters
needed in Grand
Rapids $11.00/hr
Welders
• Brake
Press
Operators
Material Handler with Plastics Experience

LOOKING
FOR A
JOB?

needed on 2nd in Grand Rapids $8.75
Warehouse
Workers
Come
into
of
our offices
Fabricator
withone
sheet metal
experience
needed
in Grand
Rapids $13.00
to $20.00/hr
with
Forklift
Experience
today
to
apply!
depending on
experience
many
more
jobs,
ANDAnd
MANY
MORE
...
APPLY TODAY
Lots of work available
...

Call Today for an appointment

Se Habla Espanol
Se Habla
Espanol
616-326-2550

STAFFING

CEDAR
CEDARSPRINGS
SPRINGS

NEwAyGo
NEWAYGO
4753Rd.
14
Mile Road, Rockford
4116
- 17
8235
AA
4116
- 17Mile
Mile
Rd.
8235Mason
Mason Dr.,
Dr., Ste
Suite

616-326-2550
616-326-2550

231-303-9000
231-303-9000

Looking for a job?
Manpower Can Help!
Manpower has JOBS!
START THIS WEEK! $11.00 and Up!
• Material Handling – Forklift Driving
Computer Skills Needed
• Wood Finishing Skills – Manufacturing
• Clerical
• Assemblers

APPLY TODAY!

IT'S YOUR YEAR

• Packaging
• Pack Trackers/Mechanical Skills
• Hand Tools/Tape Measure/Warehouse/
Stocking/Loader/Unloaders
• Machine Operators

Apply in person at Manpower of Rockford
65 S. Main Street
Brick Building, Park in the back and enter lower level.
Corner of 10 Mile and Main St.
Manpower, Rockford, MI 49341

Federally insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Opportunity. *Rates subject to change at any time are based on creditworthiness, so your
rate may differ. 2.49% APR rate available on 2013, 2014, 2015 and 2016 model years. Payment example: Loan amount of $20,000 at a
rate of 2.49% APR for 75 months would have a monthly payment of $290. Add ½ % per year – 2 year added max 84 months with GAP.
**Loan amount must exceed $10,000 and be from another financial institution to qualify for the $25 refinance incentive.

Call 616-866-3982 x 77178

The Cedar Springs Post
Page 16		

Woodpecker
...continued from page 2

•
•

•

The wings are black with white wing coverts.
Note the well-developed “comma-shaped” black mark

Thursday, February 18, 2016

Rotary

extending from the shoulder onto the breast. This feature
is often less obvious in Downy’s and is sometimes a
useful distinguishing mark.
In most of the Eastern U.S., Hairys have completely
white outer tail feathers. Black bars can be found on
the outer tail feathers on birds of the Pacific race and in
Newfoundland.
•
Nasal bristles are small
and inconspicuous.
•
The Pacific race looks
darker, dingier and has more
streaks on the flanks than the
whiter, cleaner Eastern race.
•
Only males have a red
patch on the back of the head.
Juveniles may have tuft of red
on forehead.
•
More likely than Downy
to be observed at rural sites
(often in pairs).
From http://gbbc.birdcount.org/
learn_about_birds/downy-andhairy-woodpeckers/. Visit that
website to hear their individual
calls.

...continued from page 3

to meet Rotarians, local business people who care and work for the
betterment of our community at large.”
● “This mutual project gives our students a glimpse into one
organization in their community, which is very worthwhile for
them.”
The 4-Way Test was adopted by Rotary in 1943 and is a code
of ethics each Rotarian aspires to live by both in their business and
personal lives.
“Of the things we think, say or do:
1. Is it the TRUTH?
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3. Will it build GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS?
4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?”
Donna said, “The 4-Way test and the HABITS OF MIND are
basically the same. People who live by them have integrity and
impact their community in a positive way.”
Carter Falan’s winning essay is printed below:

Contact Rockford Ambulance at

616-866-0724

or www.rockfordambulance.com
for more information

Building Better People

How I Made Cedar Springs a Better Place

Like us on

By Carter Falan

CPR and First Aid Classes

One day me and my friends were sledding, and we were just
about to go down and suddenly, I saw an old lady shoveling. So
we went to my house and got all of the shovels we could find and
then went back to her house. When we got there, she only had
one eight of the driveway done, and we had been at my house for
20 minutes.
When we got to her, she had been sitting on her porch leaning
on the railing. I tapped her shoulder. She looked at me and sat up
and then I said, “Do you want some help, mam? [sic]
She smiled and said, “Yes, young man. I would love some,”
and we pulled it out in 10 minutes! Every Monday, Friday and
Sunday we shoveled the driveway.
After all of that hard work we learned, it feels good to make
somebody else feel good.

Class Registration (616) 863-8434

•
Rockford 616.866.0724
Sparta 616.887.1479
Lowell 616.897.7902
GR Twp. 616.866.0724

The Cedar Springs
Post, Newspaper

3,644 likes

YOUR COMMUNITY NONPROFIT PARAMEDIC AMBULANCE SERVICE

Visit us at
www.facebook.com/
cedarspringspost

GUARANTEED FINANCING

File Your Taxes
SmartChoice Automotive
with us and
195 N MAIN ST. CEDAR SpRINGS, MI d
rive TodaY!
Office# 616-918-6677
EASY Financing for Everyone!
2009 ChEvy
CobaLT

$

6,995

2008 dodGE
CharGEr

super Clean,
spoiler, greaT
gas Mileage,
onlY 76k
Miles

2009 dodGE
JournEy SE

$

8250

4CYl, gTeaT
gas Mileage,
CD/auX,
140k Miles

7,850

$

2006 Ford
ESCapE XLT

$

9,450

$

2009 Ford
FoCuS

V6, ClearCoaT
MeTal blue,
onlY 83k
Miles

alloY wHeels,
sTeel blue/
greY MeTalliC,
sHarp riDe

2005 GMC
Envoy SLT

7,995

2008 Ford
ESCapE XLT

9,450

$

2007 ChEvy
TraILbLaZEr LS

sHarp faMilY
Hauler, 88k
Miles, V6, Dual
power sliDers

2005 ChEvy
SILvErado Z71

14,995

$

4X4, 4Dr
Crew Cab,
5.3 V8, CloTH
inTerior

2012 ChEvy
IMpaLa LTZ

4X4,
1 owner.
iMMaCulaTe!

$

11,995
300Hp,
30Mpg HwY,
leaTHer,
Moonroof,
loaDeD!

Just $500 down and You’re driving
$
2007 MErCury
500
MILan prEMIEr aWd down

104k Miles,
HeaTeD leaTHer,
Moonroof, V6,
loaDeD!

$

V6,
beauTiful,
onlY 72k Miles

Towing pkg.
Moonroof,
4wD
91k Miles

2004 ChEvy $10,995
avaLanChE Z71

7,995

1 owner,
like new, wow!
63k Miles

2003 Ford
EXpLorEr XLT

500
down
$

9,495
4X4, 93k Miles,
Moonroof, 4.2l
6CYl.

Call Brent or Chris TODAY at 616.918.6677

2010 ChrySLEr $10,775
ToWn & CounTry
TourInG

$

2013 Ford
FuSIon SE

12,550

$

4 CYl.,
71,653 Miles
greaT gas
Mileage,
CD, air

$
2007 dodGE
16,450
raM LaraMIE 4X4

4X4, onlY 107k
Miles, V6, CD,
air

CoME SEE US MoNDAy-FRIDAy 10-7 AND SATURDAy 10-3

HeMi, QuaD Cab,
HeaTeD leaTHer,
Tow paCkage,
Tonneau CoVer,
loaDeD!
110k Miles

