
By Judy Reed

Friends and coworkers 
of a Solon Township man 
recently showed his family 
what the true meaning of 
Christmas is.

According to Robert’s 
wife, Melinda (Mindy), 
her husband was injured 
on the job at Gordon Food 
Services, in Wyoming, on 
December 11. “His forearm 
was broken in six different 
places and he went into sur-
gery for repair on Wednes-
day the 12th.  His restric-
tions have left him not able 
to lift, push or pull for 6-8 
weeks,” she told the Post.

An injury like that is hard 
on anyone. But the fami-
ly of five lives in a fourth 
generation farmhouse in 
Solon Township that they 
heat only with wood. And 
Mindy knew that with Rob-
ert unable to use his arm, 
getting enough wood to last 
was going to be a tough ob-
stacle to overcome. 

“We only heat with wood, 
and due to a busy schedule 
we were unable to have a 
stockpile of wood for the 
winter,” she explained. “My 
husband had been cutting 
wood on the weekends pri-
or to the accident but never 
enough to get us longer than 

a week or two.”
 When Robert’s employ-

er visited the hospital, he 
asked what they needed and 
how he could help. “I had 
told him my biggest con-
cern was to find split dry 
wood immediately. Little 
did I know that statement 
was going to get the ball 
rolling with a plan of action 
from Robert’s supervisor 
and fellow coworkers,” she 
said.

The plant started a col-
lection to buy wood for the 
family.

“I had secured two cords 
of wood on Thursday be-

PLUS

P    STThe

Presorted Standard
US Postage Paid

Permit No. 81
Cedar Springs, MI 

FREE but priceless

Serving Northern Kent County and parts of Newaygo and Montcalm CountiesServing Northern Kent County and parts of Newaygo and Montcalm CountiesVol. XXXI   No. 52  Friday, December 28, 2018
SHOWCASING CEDAR SPRINGS & Reaching around the world ~ www.cedarspringspost.com

Post travels 2018

COMMUNITY - continues on page 13

AUTO LIFE - page 15

Six-point check

INSIDE THIS 
ISSUE

NEWS - page 2

CBDT update

NEWS - page 3

Sports/Out.........page 10

Health.................page 11

Suspects captured 
in Florida

Fifteen coworkers of Robert Abbott purchased four cords of wood for the family and then turned up to 
split, haul, and stack it all for them. Courtesy photo.

Coworkers, community 
help family in need

Tauna Parfait

Bradley Scott Johnson

By Judy Reed

A pair of suspects sought by 
the police for a string of lar-
cenies in West Michigan were 
captured Saturday in Florida.

Bradley Johnson, 33, and 
Tauna Parfait, 33, were ar-
rested in Jupiter, Florida on 
December 22, 2018 after a ve-
hicle pursuit. Police in Jupiter, 
Florida located Johnson and 
Parfait driving the stolen Toy-
ota Avalon they took from the 
Pizza Hut on 10 Mile Road in 
Plainfield Township on De-
cember 15. The discovery of 
the stolen vehicle by Florida 
police resulted in a vehicle 
pursuit. The vehicle pursuit 
ended when Johnson and Par-
fait crashed and were taken 
into custody.

They have been lodged in 
the Palm Beach County Cor-
rectional Facility. Johnson was 
lodged on 10 new charges, in-
cluding three counts of Aggra-
vated Battery on a Police Of-
ficer, three counts of Hit and 
Run–Leaving scene of crash, 
Vehicle Theft–Grand Theft 
of Motor Vehicle, Flee/Elude 
Police, and others. These of-
fenses do not include any 
Michigan charges. Parfait was 
lodged on 1 charge of Vehicle 
Theft–Grand Theft of Motor 
Vehicle.

The Kent County Prose-
cutor’s office has authorized 
a nationwide pickup of both 
Johnson and Parfait, who will 
eventually be brought back to 
Michigan where they will face 
numerous outstanding war-
rants, including from 61st Dis-
trict (City of Grand Rapids), 
Kent County 63rd District, and 
59th District in Walker (which 
processes criminal cases from 
Walker and Grandville).

The two suspects were 
wanted in gas station larcenies 
in various parts of Kent Coun-
ty and as far north as Morley.

The two were obtaining 
money from gas stations by 
convincing the clerk that they 
were associated with man-
agement, and then got money 
from the till. We ran their sur-
veillance photos on Facebook 
and in the printed edition af-
ter a larceny on December 3 
at the Morley Depot (Mara-
thon), and some readers com-
mented that it looked like the 
same man that walked into a 
Grandville gas station and did 
the same thing earlier this fall. 
It was.

Police believe substance 
abuse was a factor their crime 
spree. Deputies located the 
pair at a gas station in south-
ern Kent County on Monday, 

December 10. After refusing 
to comply with verbal com-
mands, Johnson rammed a 
Kent County Sheriff’s Office 
patrol vehicle and they fled at 
a high rate of speed.

They later abandoned the 
vehicle. They then stole a gold 
2002 Chevy Silverado 2500. 
The vehicle was reported 
stolen just south of the Kent 
County line shortly after offi-
cers had contact with the cou-
ple on Monday, December 10. 

On December 15, Parfait 
and Johnson stole another ve-
hicle. The Kent County Sher-
iff’s Office was called to the 
Pizza Hut on 10 Mile Rd on 
a stolen vehicle on December 
15 and recovered the 2002 
Chevrolet Silverado stolen 
earlier in the week. Stolen was 
a 1996 Toyota Corolla Ava-
lon. 4 This is the vehicle they 
were driving when captured 
by police in Florida.

The Post also received in-
formation that Parfait and 
Johnson stole over $2,000 
from the gas station where 
Parfait worked in Byron Cen-
ter over Labor Day week-
end, and have scammed or 
attempted to scam other gas 
stations in several parts of 
Kent and Ottawa Counties. 
They would sometimes call 
and pretend to be from up-
per management and autho-
rize the clerk on duty to give 
money to a customer who was 
“over charged.”

In the Byron Center case, 
Parfait is facing charges of 
embezzlement of $1,000 to 
$20,000 and false pretences 
under $200. Johnson is fac-
ing a charge in that same case 
of receiving and concealing 
stolen property $1,000 to 
$20,000. CRASH - continues on page 13
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Drunk driver causes crash

Alcohol is thought to be a factor in the crash at 18 Mile and Algoma Wednesday evening, December 26. Photo by Brynadette Powell.

By Judy Reed

A 43-year-old Grand Rapids 
man reportedly drove through 

several yards before running 
the stop sign at 18 Mile and 
Algoma in Solon Township 
Wednesday evening, Decem-

ber 26, and crashing into an-
other car about 8:30 p.m.

According to Deputy Tim 
Essig, with the Kent County 

Sheriff’s Office, they had re-
ceived a report of a man driv-
ing through yards and were 



WASHINGTON, 
Dec. 21, 2018 – Jen-
nie-O Turkey Store 
Sales, Inc., a Fari-
bault, Minn. estab-
lishment, is recall-
ing approximately 
164,210 pounds of 
raw ground turkey 
products that may 

be contaminated with Salmonella Reading, the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture’s Food Safety and Inspection Service (FSIS) an-
nounced Friday, December 21.

The raw ground turkey items were produced on October 22, 
2018 and October 23, 2018. The following products are subject 
to recall: 

• 3-lb. packages of “Jennie-O GROUND TURKEY 93% 
LEAN | 7% FAT” with “Use or freeze by” dates of 11/12/18 and 
11/13/18 on the side of the trays.

• 1-lb. packages of “Jennie-O GROUND TURKEY 93% 
LEAN | 7% FAT” with “Use or freeze by” dates of 11/12/18 on 
the side of the trays.

• 1-lb. packages of “Jennie-O TACO SEASONED GROUND 
TURKEY” with “Use or freeze by” dates of 11/12/18 on the side 
of the trays.

• 1-lb. packages of “Jennie-O ITALIAN SEASONED 
GROUND TURKEY” with “Use or freeze by” dates of 11/12/18 
on the side of the trays.

• 3-lb. packages of “Jennie-O Ground Turkey 85% LEAN | 
15% FAT” with a “Use or freeze by” date of 11/13/18 on the side 
of the trays.

• 2.5-lb. packages of “Jennie-O Ground Turkey 93% LEAN 

Jennie-O ground 
turkey recalled
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LORI VISSER, Your LOCAL Travel Agent (616) 263-1777
LVisser@CruisePlanners.com | www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com

The Post Travels is brought to you by: 

Our regular hours will resume on 
Wednesday, January 2, 2019

M-TH 10am-5pm • Friday 10am-2pm

NEXT WEEK’S ISSUE WILL BE 
PUBLISHED ON FRIDAY, JAN. 4, 2019

The POST will 
be closed

New Year’s Day.
 Tues., Jan. 1st

Holiday Hours Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus 
     & 
  Restaurant

95 NORTH MAIN | CEDAR SPRINGS
      CSBREW.COM | (616) 696-BEER

Join us 
New Year’s Eve 

for a special 
“German Toast!” 

at 6pm

CSBrew
Trivia Series

Trivia Begins Again
January 8th @ 7:30

for

Have a safe & happy
New Year!

Session Two !

The Post travels 
the world in 2018

It’s been another great year for our “Post travels to” fea-
ture. The Post traveled far and wide this year, with travel-
ers taking us along to destinations in Michigan, the United 
States, and all over the world. 

The Post traveled to Alaska; Arizona; Bavaria; China; 
Colombia; Mexico; Delaware; Finland; Florida; Greece; 
Hawaii; Indiana; Israel; Las Vegas; the Netherlands; Ohio; 
the Soo Locks; Africa; Empire, Mich.; Fiji; Yellowstone; 
Peru; and even a trip out west following Route 66.

The most popular place this year was Florida, with at 
least three readers traveling there. 

Have you sent us your vacation photo with the Post? What 
are you waiting for? When going on vacation, take the Post 
with you and snap some photos. Then send them to us with 
some info to news@cedarspringspost.com or mail them to 
Post travels, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. We 
will be looking for yours!

The Post traveled with the Anielski family in August when they took a trip out west on Route 66.

Eagle Scout revamps garden

AFTER: This photo shows Zach and the completed garden and walking trail. Courtesy photo.

By Judy Reed

When Zach Kerr, 18, the son of John and 
Cherri’ Kerr, of Courtland Township, began 
looking for a project two years ago to complete 
for his Eagle Scout badge, he knew he want-
ed to do something related to the new library, 
which was under construction. So he and his 
dad, John, approached the Community Building 
Development Team, who threw out some ideas. 
One of them was to help with the walking trail 
just north of Cedar Creek, on a parcel known as 
Mrs. Brown’s garden.

“It was formerly owned by a Mrs. Brown, and 
the plan was to redo it. There were flowerbeds 
that hadn’t been maintained, and it was covered 
with leaves and vines,” explained John.

Zach, his family, friends, and other Scouts 
all pitched in to help. They cleared out all the 
brush, tilled the dirt in front for 
green space, reestablished the flow-
erbeds, and created another flow-
erbed, which they lined with field-
stone from the Kerr property. They 
also brought in crushed stone for 
the walking trail.

The entire project took a total 
of 20 workers and 76 hours. They 
received a $500 donation from the 
Eagle Riders Club for the projects 
along with donations from sever-
al local businesses and families in 
Cedar Springs. All the plants for 
the garden were donated by Zach’s 
grandmother.

“We really appreciate all the 
donations and help that everyone 
gave,” said Zach. 

Zach completed the project last 
year, and his dad worked to main-
tain the garden last summer, but 
noted that the city owns the proper-

BEFORE: This is what the garden looked like before Zach Kerr’s Eagle project. 

Courtesy photo.

Courtesy photo.
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City of Cedar Springs year 
in review

The Community Building Development Team recently broke ground for the new amphitheatre in the Heart 
of Cedar Springs, near the library. Courtesy photo.

By Mike Womack, City Manager

The City of Cedar Springs has had a 
busy and productive year with staff and 

members of each board putting in lots of work to move the 
City forward. City Staff have been able to reduce operating 
costs in several ways while simultaneously seeking out and 
receiving multiple grants.

The Citizen Survey that was sent out earlier this year has 
been enlightening and contained feedback that is directing the 
focus of the City’s actions. The compiled results of the sur-
vey were presented to the City Council at their October Reg-
ular Meeting and are available on the City’s website under 
the NEWS tab. https://cityofcedarsprings.org/2018/12/03/
citizen-survey-results/

The City sidewalk project is nearly completed and has 
greatly increased the interconnectivity and mobility of the 
neighborhoods east of Main St. The City hopes to do more 
sidewalks west of Main St. as grants become available.

The City has changed a number of zoning ordinances to 
reflect our desire to promote business growth within the City, 
while also improving safety and aesthetic concerns. The 
2018 sign ordinance allows more and bigger signs, allows 
new pole signs to be constructed in the HC district, allows 
digital signs in some districts, removes some signs from reg-
ulation and is overall a much better and easier sign ordinance 
than before. The City passed a new landscaping ordinance, 
lighting ordinance and parking ordinance, which will help 

beautify new businesses and keep customers safe in their 
parking lots. The City reorganized its site plan requirements 
to make them easier to understand for new businesses look-
ing to come into the City and removed some of the more 
burdensome regulations on businesses looking to retrofit ex-
isting buildings for new business use. The City also passed 
a new accessory building ordinance which makes it easier to 
put new sheds, garages and other accessory buildings in your 
side or rear yards.

The newly reorganized Downtown Development Author-
ity (DDA) has worked on creating a new appearance for 
downtown signage and expects to install new street and park-
ing lot signs in the downtown area soon. The DDA has also 
found opportunities to team up with the Chamber of Com-
merce to add a little fun to the downtown, most recently with 
the Adopt a Flower Pot contest for Halloween and with the 
lighting of trees along Main Street. Mayor Hall graciously 
donated his time to string the lights along Main Street.

The City worked with the CS Brewing company to have 
a Farmer’s Market each Thursday over the summer in the 
Heart of Cedar Springs, authorized food trucks and carts to 
operate in the City and worked with the Red Flannel Festival 
to organize another fun and safe event in October.

Finally, the City continues to work with the Community 

By Sue Wolfe

So many things have 
happened this year to bring 
Phase I of the “Heart of 
Cedar Springs” closer to 
reality. Since the gala had to 
be delayed, we thought we 
would update you on where 
we are.

*The DEQ has signed the 
paperwork approving the 
location of the amphithe-
ater. Work will start either 
this late fall or in the early 
spring.

*We have obtained ease-
ments to route the North 
County Trail through the 
“Heart of Cedar Springs” 
and out to White Creek 
Avenue on its way to the 
Rogue River State Game 
Area. Trail building will be-
gin in the spring. We hope 
you will volunteer to help!

*Another beautiful sculp-
ture, “Springs Eternal,” 
designed and sculpted by 
Andrew Kline, Sculptor 
and Assistant Conservator 
at Frederik Meijer Gar-
dens, has been made avail-

able, has DEQ approval 
for placement, and will be 
placed in the “Heart of Ce-
dar Springs” within the next 
several months.

*A new rain garden was 
planted between the library 
and Cedar Creek. Over 600 
plants were installed and 

will do the work of cleaning 
and cooling the rain water 
run off before it goes back 
into Cedar Creek. 

*Twelve benches have 
been purchased and will 
soon be placed throughout 
the area now defined as the 
“Heart of Cedar Springs.”

*The North Park wetland 
restoration, made possible 
by a grant pursued in part 
by the CBDT, has been 
approved by the DEQ and 
work will be started late 
this fall or early next spring. 
This wetland area will pro-
vide significant relief for 

the water runoff concerns 
the City of Cedar Springs 
constantly has to deal with.

*The American Legion 
has taken on the project of 
developing the area around 
the Clock Tower as a Vet-
eran’s Tribute Park. They 
have established a fundrais-
er selling engraved bricks 
commemorating veterans. 

We are gratified to be an-
other year closer to having 
an amphitheater for our 
talented musical and the-
ater groups, dance troupes, 
and other performers and to 
have made so much prog-
ress in protecting Cedar 
Creek and enhancing the 
trails in and through Cedar 
Springs. The Communi-
ty Building Development 
Team (CBDT) has truly 
made an amazing differ-
ence in the face and heart 
of our beautiful city. We are 
still pinching ourselves that 
through the leadership of 
the Library Board and the 
well-targeted support of the 
CBDT, we have a beautiful 
library, completely paid for 
and serving the needs of our 
residents. We are proud to 
have acquired approximate-

ly six acres of property that 
has been subsequently do-
nated to the City for public 
use. We are in love with the 
replica of a historic bridge 
that was built by North-
west Kent Mechanical and 
placed over Cedar Creek 
and are excited to have an-
other beautiful bridge in the 
planning stages!

The CBDT sees itself as 
an ad hoc group supporting 
the ambitions of well-es-
tablished community clubs 
and organizations such as 
the Rotary, Women’s, and 
Lions Clubs, Downtown 
Development Authority, 
Chamber of Commerce and 
many others as well as help-
ing to fulfill the master plan 
of the City itself. An excel-
lent example is our part-
nership with the American 
Legion to develop the Vet-
eran’s Tribute Clock Tow-
er and Park and of course 
building a new library did 
not start as a dream of the 
CBDT!

As we look forward to 
2019 we are excited to have 
a few specific projects that 
are ready for focused work! 

CBDT update on projects

Can you identify these suspects?

The Mecosta County Sheriff’s Office is 
seeking to identify the people pictured, who 
are believed to be involved in a retail fraud at 
the Big Rapids Walmart. If you have any info, 
please call the Mecosta County Sheriff’s Of-

fice at 231-592-0150. Above is a photo of the people and the truck they were driving.
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Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

The difference 
between ordinary 

and extraordinary is 
that little extra.

Whatsoever thy hand findeth to do , do it 
with thy might; for there is no work, nor 

device, nor knowledge, nor wisdom, in the 
grave, whiter thou goest.

Ecclesiastes 9:10

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship  10:45am
Awana & Youth Sunday Evening 

(Sept. - April) 5:30pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting   7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

DirectoryChurch

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine Street • 696-1021

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

SERVICE TIME: 10 am Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Pastor Bill Dixon
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

St. John Paul II Parish
A Welcoming Catholic Church

3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2-mqa.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Bill Johnson
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

sunday Worship: 11 aM
enhanced fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
coumc.weebly.com

Pastor: Rev. Kim DeLong

Living Truth Fellowship       
https://LTFtruth.wixsite.com/home

Meeting at White Creek Est. Comm. Bldg.
15851 White Creek Ave NE,   Cdr. Springs, MI

Nov. 18 & Dec. 16,  times for 2019 to be posted 
BYO dish to pass, 2 p.m., lesson 3 p.m. Teaching the 

Creational Truth of Mankind - Dr. Ron Pleune, Teacher

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
 Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

Worship: Sunday 10:00 am 
Nursery & Children’s Church during message

*Youth - Sunday 11:30 am-12:30 pm
*Kidzone - Wednesday 6-7:30 pm *Thursday - Open Prayer 6-7:30 pm

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

Pastor Dick Nichols
CEDAR CREEK COMMUNITY 

CHURCH
2969 14 Mile Road, Sparta

RE-GIFTING
If you are reading this article, then you have made it 

through what Charles Dickens would call “it was the best 
of times, the worst of times…” Not that the season advent 
should in any way be identified with the worst of times. One 
thing most of us can agree on is that Christmas is a time of 
giving.  

There is no better time than now to consider how blessed 
humankind is that giving is characteristic of God, and the 
greatest gift that could ever be given; a gift promised from 

to start working toward the next celebration of Christmas. 
God’s gift of salvation, to be born again, is the ultimate gift 
for mankind. Jesus stepped away from the majesty of heav-
en to touch and heal this broken, sin-sick planet, coming as 
a helpless and vulnerable baby, to die for the pardon of our 
sins. This is a gift that keeps on giving.  

You see, there’s more! God’s gift of grace is the basis and 
foundation of the story, “God so loved the world,” but like 
any gift, the transaction isn’t complete until the recipient 
(us), receives and keeps the gift given. The wonderful thing 
about God’s giving is that even though we have received 
his promise, God’s gift is one we can re-gift repeatedly. 
His salvation freely given is enough that his promise is for 
“whosoever;” the promises of hope, love, joy and peace, 
can be found only when the gift is truly received in our 
heart.  

This isn’t meant to be something we keep to ourselves, 
it’s meant to be a gift from such an extravagant God, that 
when we give of the love he has given us, it can’t dimin-
ish the love we have received from God.  By my simple 
calculations, if we would truly take this to heart, we have 
over 350 days before Christmas rolls around again, and if 
we desire to see Jesus in the Christmas season, then this is 
ample time to make a world of difference. How Christmas 
plays out depends on what people do with the gift God has 
given. 

Jesus is the one gift meant to be re-gifted, over and over. 
The message of Christmas is love and forgiveness; God’s 
peace that passes understanding, bringing love, joy and 
hope to those who freely receive.  We can’t fix the past, but 
we can surely be about our Father’s business today.  

the beginning and fulfilled in the first century AD. Scrip-
ture tells us “But when the fulness of the time was come, 
God sent forth his Son, made of a woman, made under the 
law,” (Galatians 4:4 King James version). A time that Jesus 
says, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not 
perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16 KJV).

Throughout history, God has shown his extravagant de-
sire to give grace and faith, the greatest being what we cel-
ebrate at Christmas, the birth of Jesus Christ, who brings 
the promise of hope, peace, joy and love. But why don’t we 
see more evidence of these in a world that is suffocating in 
bad news? Why don’t we hear more good news?   Maybe 
you’ve wondered some of the same things.  

I have been allowing my thoughts to consider how much 
of the billions of gifts given and received just might be 
identified by the recipient as being in the category of what 
was he or she thinking?  This is one of the main reasons 
that this new season has morphed into our culture: the sea-
son of re-gifting.  Statistics show that this has become more 
than just an occasional time for a few people; it’s a celebra-
tion of its own.   

There was a time when returning a gift to the place of 
purchase and re-gifting were done quite secretly, with just 
a smear of guilt because it seemed so inconsiderate to reject 
something that someone has put thought and expense into 
purchasing. Now, according to polls, more than 40 percent 
of Americans own up to having returned or regifted in the 
last two years, a trend that will only increase with time.  

As Christians, we are known to have a history of mur-
muring that “Christmas isn’t like it used to be,” or some 
other phrase we may have learned, like “people have for-
gotten the Reason for the season.”  Now, today is the time 

From the Pulpit



We could use the help of those of you who 
have a bit of time to volunteer on one of 
these projects. The projects ready for fo-
cused work and likely completion in 2019 
are:

*Build the amphitheater.
*Build the North Country Trail between 

the White Pine Trail Head and White Creek 
Avenue.

*Pursue grants and plans to replace the 
White Pine Trail bridge over Cedar Creek 
expanding the size of the culvert to further 
assist the movement of water through the 
City.

*Support the efforts of Creative Technol-
ogies Academy in planning a new athletic 
facility.

*Continue to support the American Le-
gion as they develop the Veteran’s Tribute.

Projects that will continue in the planning 
phase for completion in future years are:

*Pursue plans to build a natural children’s 
playground between the library and the am-
phitheater.

*Continue the development of plans for a 
community building.

*Continued development of trails linking 
the Northeast and Southwest parts of the 
city.

Cedar Springs is rapidly growing with 
people and businesses moving into town to 
join an active and progressive community 
with a Big Vision and a Big Heart! Which of 
these projects interest you? With only a few 
hours per month you could make an impact 
on the wise use of land, protecting our nat-

is online @ 
cedarspringspost.com

Church 
Connection
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Projects
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Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 yearsIndependently Family Owned and Operated for Over 50 years!

Every Life Tells A Story...

TAMMY KAY BAKER
Tammy Kay Baker, 
age 56, of Gowen, 
died Wednesday, 
December 19, 2018 
at Spectrum Health – 
Butterworth Campus. 
Tammy was born 
September 21, 1962 
in Grand Rapids, 
MI the daughter of 
Thomas and Charlene (Frantz) Pierce. She 
was a chef, loved animals and enjoyed 
farming with her father when she was 
younger. She was an awesome mom and 
would do anything for her kids. Surviving 
are her husband, Jay; sons, Timothy 
Pierce, Jace Baker; granddaughter, Jacelle 
Baker; sisters, Marjorie (Rick) Knapp, Sue 
(Ron) Knapp; brothers, Lonnie (Connie) 
Pierce, Tommy (Mindy) Pierce; nieces 
and nephews. The family greeted friends 
Wednesday, December 26 at the Bliss-
Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar 
Springs. A luncheon followed at the Cedar 
Springs American Legion Post. Memorials 
may be made to the family to help with 
funeral expenses.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

STEVEN J. DeMULL
Steven J. DeMull, age 59, of Cedar Springs, 
died Sunday, December 23, 2018 at his 
home. Steve was born July 24, 1959 in 
Cedar Springs, MI the son of John and 
Helen (Crowley) DeMull. He loved his 
granddaughter, dogs, farming and tractors. 
Surviving are his wife of 28 years, Diane 
(Davis); son, Simon; granddaughter, Laney 
Furhman; mother, Helen DeMull; siblings; 
in-laws and their families. The family will 
greet friends Saturday, December 29, 2018 
from 5-8 p.m. at the Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. In lieu of 
flowers, memorials may be made to the MS 
Society.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

| 7% FAT” with a “Use or freeze by” date of 
11/13/18 on the side of the trays. 

• 3-lb. packages of “STATER BROS. 85% 
LEAN | 15% FAT ALL NATURAL Ground 
Turkey” with a “Use or freeze by” date of 
11/12/18 on the side of the trays.

The products subject to recall bear establish-
ment number “EST. P-579” inside the USDA 
mark of inspection or on the side of the tray. 
These items were shipped to retail locations na-
tionwide.

FSIS and its public health partners, including 
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC), the Michigan Department of Health 
and Human Services, and the Michigan Depart-
ment of Agriculture and Rural Development, 
have been conducting traceback activities for a 
sample of Jennie-O brand ground turkey in an 
intact, unopened package from a case-patient’s 
home. The patient tested positive for Salmonella 
Reading and the samples from the case-patient 
and from the ground turkey are closely related 
genetically. 

This investigation is part of a larger effort in-
volving FSIS, the CDC, and state public health 
and agriculture partners, who have been work-
ing together on an illness cluster involving 216 
case-patients in 38 states and the District of Co-
lumbia. Patients have reported eating different 
types and brands of turkey products purchased 
from many different stores, handling raw turkey 
pet food and/or raw turkey, or working with live 
turkeys or living with someone who handled live 
turkeys. FSIS continues to work with the CDC 
and state health and agriculture departments on 
this larger investigation and will provide updat-
ed information as it becomes available. Based on 
the continuing investigation, additional product 
from other companies may also be recalled.

Consumption of food contaminated with 
Salmonella can cause salmonellosis, one of the 
most common bacterial foodborne illnesses. 
The most common symptoms of salmonellosis 
are diarrhea, abdominal cramps, and fever with-
in 12 to 72 hours after eating the contaminated 
product. The illness usually lasts 4 to 7 days. 
Most people recover without treatment. In some 
persons, however, the diarrhea may be so severe 
that the patient needs to be hospitalized. Old-
er adults, infants, and persons with weakened 
immune systems are more likely to develop a 
severe illness. Individuals concerned about an 
illness should contact their health care provider.

FSIS is concerned that some product may be 
frozen and in consumers’ freezers. Consumers 
who have purchased these products are urged 
not to consume them. These products should 
be thrown away or returned to the place of pur-
chase.

FSIS routinely conducts recall effectiveness 
checks to verify recalling firms notify their cus-
tomers of the recall and that steps are taken to 
make certain that the product is no longer avail-
able to consumers. When available, the retail 
distribution list(s) will be posted on the FSIS 
website at www.fsis.usda.gov/recalls.

Recall
...continued from page 2

FSIS advises all consumers to safely prepare 
their raw meat products, including fresh and fro-
zen, and only consume raw poultry product that 
has been cooked to a temperature of 165°F. Safe 
steps in food handling, cooking, and storage are 
essential in preventing foodborne illness. You 
can’t see, smell, or taste harmful bacteria that 
may cause illness. In every step of food prepara-
tion, follow the four guidelines to keep food safe:

Clean—Wash hands and surfaces often.
Separate—Separate raw meat from other 

foods.
Cook—Cook to the right temperature.
Chill—Refrigerate food promptly.
Consumers with questions regarding the recall 

can contact Hormel Consumer Engagement, at 
(800) 621-3505.

Consumers with food safety questions can 
“Ask Karen,” the FSIS virtual representative 
available 24 hours a day at AskKaren.gov or 
via smartphone at m.askkaren.gov. The toll-free 
USDA Meat and Poultry Hotline 1-888-MPHo-
tline (1-888-674-6854) is available in English 
and Spanish and can be reached from 10 a.m. to 
6 p.m. (Eastern Time) Monday through Friday. 
Recorded food safety messages are available 24 
hours a day. The online Electronic Consumer 
Complaint Monitoring System can be accessed 
24 hours a day at: http://www.fsis.usda.gov/re-
portproblem.

ural resources, providing for community 
needs for infrastructure and meeting places, 
or other projects and opportunities that you 
might have in mind. Each person is needed 
in some capacity whether to help financial-
ly and/or by sharing time and talents.  

The CBDT has scheduled four Team 
Meetings for 2019. All meetings will be 
held at the library on the following Tues-
days; January 15, April 16, August 20, and 
October 15. All meetings start at 6:30 pm. 
There are 15-25 people who regularly at-
tend and several others who come as they 
are available. Please attend these collabo-
rative meetings and add your insight to the 
various projects. The Board of Directors 
will meet at 6 pm, in an open meeting, on 
those same nights, also at the library. 

Raising funds for the projects is, of 
course, one of the biggest challenges we 
face. Our leaders have done an amaz-
ing job of obtaining materials at reduced 
amounts, putting their own labor and time 
into projects, pulling work bees together to 
get chunks of work done and other ways 
of reducing costs and making wise use of 
the funds that have been raised. The focus 
of our capital campaign for 2019 is to fund 
the building of the amphitheater. Financial 
donations of any amount, accumulated to-
gether, will get the job done. 

We appreciate all of your help and your 
donations in past years. If you can, please 
make a donation before the end of 2018 by 
using the enclosed pledge card. The CBDT 
is a 501(c)(3) and will provide a tax receipt.

New ideas and energy are greatly ap-
preciated so join the team in building the 
“Heart of Cedar Springs.” Please contact 
any CBDT board member with questions or 
suggestions. Those members are Kurt Ma-
bie, Dale Larson, Sue Wolfe, Fred Gunnell, 
Danette Bailey, Perry Hopkins, Sue Mabie 
and Carolee Cole.

LIKE YOUR 
LOCAL NEWS?
DONATE!

with PayPal
@

cedarspringspost.
com

Keep 
The POST 

Coming . . .
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follow us on facebook

www.facebook.com/
cedarspringspost

ARTS/ENTERTAINMENT
HHometown

Happenings
Hometown Happenings articles are a community 
service	 for	non-profit	agencies	only.	Due	to	popular	
demand for placement in this section, we can no 
longer	run	all	articles.	Deadline	for	articles	is	Monday	
at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles 
will run as space allows. Guaranteed placement 
is $10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can 
email your Hometown Happenings to happenings@
cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.

JOKE
of theWeek

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

KENT THEATRE
DIGITAL Movies at the

NOW SHOWING

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 9

SHOWTIMES:
FRIDAY: 6:00PM
SATURDAY:  
3:00PM • 6:00PM 
SUNDAY:  
3:00PM • 6:00PM

DEC. 28TH • DEC. 29TH  • DEC. 30TH

JANUARY 4-6 

Movie Tickets 

ONLY $3.00
COMING SOON:

JANUARY 11-13 

Red Flannel Festival 
looking for next 
year’s theme

Do you have any idea that you think would be a good 
theme for next year’s Red Flannel Festival? This your 
chance to get your idea heard!

Nancy Deyman, president of the RFF, is reaching out to 
the community to submit their ideas.

“Season’s Greetings from the Red Flannel Festival Board! 
We wish you warmth, wonder and many moments of joy 
this holiday season,” she said. “While you’re enjoying your 
families and headed into the New Year, keep in mind that 
we need your ideas for a theme. This coming celebration is 
our 80th year; so get your creative juices flowing!” 

Send in your ideas to: 
The Red Flannel Festival Office
Attn: President  
PO Box 43  
Cedar Springs MI 49319 or email to president@redflan-

nelfestival.org.
Dead line for submissions is January 15, 2019.

KDL Lab Experience: Cubelets, Robots 
in Disguise
Jan. 5: No heavy lifting required for these robots. Cubelets 
are robot blocks that connect together to create quirky 
little robots. Come and explore these bots to see what cool 
tricks and moves you can make the bots do by combining 
different cubes. For ages 6 and older. Saturday, January 5th, 
at 11:00 am, Spencer Township Branch,14960 Meddler 
Ave., Gowen. #52

Start your weight loss resolutions with 
TOPS
Jan. 8: Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit 
weight loss support group for men and women, meets every 
Tuesday at the Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sand Lake. 
Your first visit is free so come check out what TOPS can 
do to help you reach your weigh loss goals! Weigh-ins 
8:15-9am, meeting starts at 9:15am. In case of inclement 
weather, meetings are cancelled if Tri-County or Cedar 
Springs schools are closed. Call Martha at 696-1039 for 
more information. #52

God’s Kitchen in Cedar Springs
Jan. 8,15,22,29: Join us for dinner every Tuesday. God’s 
Kitchen – Cedar Springs welcomes families from Northern 
Kent County and the surrounding area to a Tuesday Evening 
Meal. No charge – no registration required!  Served from 
5:30 – 6:30 pm at the St. John Paul II Parish, 3110 – 17 Mile 
Rd., Cedar Springs. For more information, call the Church 
office at 616-696-3904. #52

CASSA Registration
Jan. 9: Cedar Area Select Soccer Association (CASSA) 
has extended our deadline to fill the U13/U14 boys spring 
team. Anyone interested and born between 2005-2006, 
please contact Mia Goeddeke and Adam Petty by emailing 
registrar@cassasoccer.com for more information. Player 
fees are $230. Last date to register is January 9, 2019. 
#52,1p

Learned from a snowman
All I need to know about life I learned from a snow-

man.... 
• It’s okay if you’re a little bottom heavy.
• Hold your ground, even when the heat is on.
• Wearing white is always appropriate.
• Winter is the best of the four seasons.
• It takes a few extra rolls to make a good midsec-

tion.
• There’s nothing better than a foul weather friend.
• We’re all made up of mostly water.
• You know you’ve made it when they write a 

song about you.
• Accessorize! Accessorize! Accessorize!
• Avoid yellow snow.
• Don’t get too much sun.
• It’s embarrassing when you can’t look down and 

see your feet.
• It’s fun to hang out in your front yard.
• Always put your best foot forward.
• There’s no stopping you once you’re on a roll.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: WINTER FUN
ACROSS
1. Most populous continent
5. Mayan language
8. *Bumpy winter transport
12. Spiritual leader
13. Ledger entry
14. In a cold manner
15. Deodorant’s target
16. African chieftain
17. Asiatic wild dog
18. *Used in fun winter 
fights
20. Overnight lodgings
21. *Whoville’s ____ beast
22. Tropical constrictor
23. E.B. White’s Little
26. What siren does
29. Not a thing
30. Bear the expenses of
33. Between larva and adult
35. In a fitting way
37. Neighbor of Ger.
38. Up and about
39. Unadulterated
40. Excessive protection
42. Middle-earth creature
43. No balance due
45. *Winter Gathering spot
47. Resident uncle?
48. Diarist Anne

50. *Christmas pudding 
raisin
52. *Done with #8 Across
55. “Fahrenheit 9/11” 
filmmaker
56. *”The stump of a ____ 
he held tight in his teeth...”
57. Pout
59. Machu Picchu 
mountains
60. Snaky swimmers
61. Wild swine
62. Words from Wordsworth
63. Kind of humor
64. Southern stew staple

DOWN
1. Gone by
2. Wash froth
3. Fe
4. Light display
5. Cass Elliot and Michelle 
Phillips
6. Like a crooked kilt?
7. Lime-rich soil
8. *Hot chocolate add-on
9. One with biggest share
10. Olden-day elbow-
related measurement, pl.
11. Do after tie

13. Formal discussion
14. “Bite the bullet,” e.g.
19. Verbose
22. BeyoncÈ, a.k.a. Queen 
____
23. Finger move
24. *Angler’s accessory
25. U in UV
26. Uber alternative
27. Your own teacher
28. Sudden stream
31. Box office failure
32. *Hot Buttered ____
34. St. Louis monument
36. Time for relaxation, pl.
38. Change, as in U.S. 
Constitution
40. “____’s the word”
41. Grey’s fifty

44. Female sirs
46. Hands on hips
48. Marketing give-away
49. Email option
50. *Hockey turf
51. Ore deposit
52. Expel
53. E-reader brand
54. ____ gum on a list of 
ingredients
55. Zedong of China
58. Major time period

ANSWERS - on page 11
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ometown olidaysH H
Letters to 
Santa

Wayne Bergman
July 26, 2018

Elisha Kerprich
October 1, 2018

We received a some last minute letters to Santa 
that we had to RUSH to the North Pole....

Baby’s First 
Christmas

A couple babies were missed in our Baby’s 
First Christmas section of last week’s POST. 

We apologize for the mishap.

License #59-12

SEPTIC
TANK

CLEANING LLC

Home Septic Inspections • Competitive Rates
Commercial-Residential • Septic Tanks Vacuum Cleaned

Portable Toilet Rentals For Any Occasion
Serving Kent, Montcalm, Newaygo and Surrounding Areas
616-636-5565  OR  616-951-7171

“FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1979”
LICENSED & INSURED

License #59-12

SEPTIC
TANK

CLEANING LLC

Home Septic Inspections • Competitive Rates
Commercial-Residential • Septic Tanks Vacuum Cleaned

Portable Toilet Rentals For Any Occasion
Serving Kent, Montcalm, Newaygo and Surrounding Areas
616-636-5565  OR  616-951-7171

“FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1979”
LICENSED & INSURED

Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 36 years

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

From Colinto Santa

$

Emagin X Jurassic Park
PS4

Hot Wheels track
Gun Nerf

Diasaur

DeAR SANTA
I WANT A NoRAHC
PLEASE ANDEHANK YOU

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

_______________________

From Mackenzie 

to Santa

a baby aliv
a bendy barby

New erings
some candy
a cute cans
a soping doll

a jojo siwa boomrang doll

a LOL doll
secret capsell

dear Santa
I’ve Been good.

I wouLd Like A

LOL doLL, and A

doN’t Step in It

game. and more

Books to readz

Markers anD CrAyoNs

LOVE IZZY
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Congratulations on your Milestones of Success!
ESTABLISHED IN

– 1910 –
Hessel-Cheslek
F U N E R A L  H O M E

88 E. Division • Sparta
616-887-1761

Milestones of Success: 109 years

Kent Theatre
8 N. Main St.• Cedar Springs

616-696-7469

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1932 –

Milestones of Success: 87 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1974 –
Cedar Cycle

SMALL ENGINE REPAIR & SALES
91 W. Ash St. • Cedar Springs

616-696-5141
Milestones of Success: 45 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1990 –
Expressway 

Auto Auction
8930 Maple Hill (M-46) • Howard City

231-937-5868
Milestones of Success: 29 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1991 –
Cedar Springs Mill 

&  S U P P L Y  I N C .
112 W. Beech St. • Cedar Springs

616-696-9740
Beginning 29 years of Service

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1860 –
Denton & Sons
W E L L  D R I L L I N G

Milestones of Success: 159 years

Seventh Generation
8744 - 124th St. • Sand Lake 

616-636-5684

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1981 –
Rockford Floor 
Covering, Inc.

10704 Northland Dr. • Rockford
616-866-2748

Milestones of Success: 38 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 2008 –
Cedar Car C0.

w w w . c e d a r c a r c o . c o m
12771 Northland Dr. • Cedar Springs

616-696-0100
Milestones of Success: 11 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1895 –
Fields McKinley

FUNERAL & CREMATION SERVICES
www.fieldsmckinley.com

Grant  231-834-5613 Newaygo  231-652-5613
Milestones of Success: 124 years

– 1979 –
Robinson Septic

1565 Dagget Rd. • Pierson
616-636-5565

Milestones of Success: 40 years

ESTABLISHED IN

ESTABLISHED IN

– 2010 –

Milestones of Success: 9 years

Perry’s Place llc.
FOR HERBS, TEAS, AND MORE....

90 N. Main St.• Cedar Springs
616-439-0890

ESTABLISHED IN

– 2009 –

Milestones of Success: 10 years

Kent County 
C R E D I T  U N I O N

14111 White Creek Ave. • Cedar Springs
616-696-3650

H A P P Y
New Year

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1992 –

Milestones of Success: 27 years

Cedar Animal
H O S P I T A L

3705 Gentle Way • Cedar Springs
616-696-1212
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Congratulations on your Milestones of Success!
ESTABLISHED IN

– 1934 –
Bliss-Witters & Pike

F U N E R A L  H O M E
13603 Northland Dr. • Cedar Springs

616-696-1410
Milestones of Success: 85  years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1949 –
B&B Beauty Salon

&  B A R B E R S H O P
31 S. Main St. • Cedar Springs

616-696-1150
Milestones of Success: 70 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 2017 –
The Ensley Team

FIVE STAR REAL ESTATE LEADERS
71 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs

616-696-SOLD
Milestones of Success: 2 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1988 –
The Cedar Springs POST

N E W S P A P E R
36 E. Maple St. • Cedar Springs

616-696-3655
Milestones of Success: 31 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1971 –
Bassett's Body Shop

AUTO & BOAT REPAIR
11896 Northland Dr. • Rockford

616-696-1347
Milestones of Success: 48 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1987 –
Ray Winnie Auto Sales
www.raywinnieautosales.com

121 W. Washington St. • Greenville
616-754-7195

Milestones of Success: 32 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 2018–
The Brook

RETIREMENT COMMUNITY
4170 Solon St. • Cedar Springs

616-696-9555
Milestones of Success: 1 year

ESTABLISHED IN

– 2006 –

Milestones of Success: 11 years

Kin of Hope
N A T U R A L  H E A L T H

90 N. Main St.• Cedar Springs
616-439-0890

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1989 –

Milestones of Success: 30 years

Action Tax 
S E R V I C E

10271 Northland Dr. • Rockford
616-866-4704

ESTABLISHED IN

– 2004 –

Milestones of Success: 15 years

A.C.E. Home 
H E A L T H  C A R E

120 Hemlock – PO Box 499 • Howard City
888-937-4514

New Year 2 0 1 9

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1997 –
Rowland Excavating

13655 Shaner Ave. • Cedar Springs
616-696-0982

Milestones of Success: 22 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 2011 –

Milestones of Success: 8 years

Pro Autoworks
A U T O  R E P A I R

15670 Northland Dr. • Cedar Springs
616-696-8863



By James Streeter

Forty-six CS Youth Wres-
tlers traveled to Rockford 
last Sunday, December 23, 
to compete against 29 other 
teams. The Red Hawks had 
a strong showing, taking 
first in total pins with 31 
(42:24) and match points 
with 511. They were also 3rd 
in tech falls (2:02) and fin-
ished the day with an over-
all record of 68-76). 

Coach Jake Marsman was 
happy with the performance 
saying, “It shows a great 
amount of commitment on 
behalf of these wrestlers 
and their families that they 
came out for a tournament 
during the holidays and per-
formed at such a high lev-
el!”

Opening things up in the 
2012-14 Open division 

43lb weight class Deacon 
Reynolds took 3rd place 
while having the 2nd (:09) 
and 9th (:13) fastest pins of 
the day. In the 46lb weight 
class Brycen Alber was the 
1st place champion. In the 
49lb weight class Henry 
Galinis took 4th place, with 
Sierra Streeter turning in a 
2nd place finish. The 52lb 
weight class saw a couple 
of Red Hawks place as Tay-
lor Crystal finished 4th,  with 
the 7th fastest pin of the day 
(:12) and Hudson Cassidy 
finished 3rd.

In the 2010-11 age di-
vision Karsen Roelofs 
brought home a 3rd place fin-
ish in the combined 49/52lb 
Novice weight class. Jayce 
Karafa also took 3rd place 
in the Novice 77lb bracket 
while Tanner Wood took 
4th in the combined 82-

97lb Novice bracket. Also 
securing 3rd place finishes 
in the Open divisions were 
Brandon Mortensen in the 
combined 46/49lb class and 
Bryson Streeter the 55lb 
weight class. In the Open 
64lb weight class, Tucker 
Crystal took second place 
and in the 67lb weight class 
Jaxon Fitzgerald took home 
a 3rd place finish. Round-
ing out the 2010-2011 age 
group Benjamin Streeter 
took 2nd in the combined 
72/77lb weight class.

The afternoon session of 
wrestling saw much of the 
same with the 2008-2009 
wrestlers winning a number 
of medals. Spencer Shoen-
born took 1st in the Novice 
69lb bracket and Caleb 
Austin turned in a 3rd place 
performance in the Novice 
72lb bracket. Dayton Reyn-

olds took 3rd place in a com-
bined bracket of 81/85lbs. 
In another combined brack-
et of 90/95lbs Liam Kelley 
brought home a 4th place fin-
ish. Finishing up the Novice 
division Zachary Vu took 1st 
in the combined 100/110lb 
weight class while record-
ing 3 pins (3:11) which was 
good enough for 9th over-
all for the tournament. In 
the Open division at 78lbs 
Blake Falan and Alexander 
Hanes were a pair of Red 
Hawks that medaled tak-
ing 3rd and 4th respectively. 
Jonathan Libera finished 2nd 
place in a combined bracket 
of 81/85lbs to round out the 
Open division. 

For the 2006-2007 wres-
tlers Rory Shoenborn 
took 1st in the Novice 85lb 
bracket and finished 13 
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Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche

Birds 
Collide with 
Buildings

Nearly one billion birds are estimated to die annually by col-
liding with building windows. Gathering definitive data is a 
monumental task. Scientists have two ways for analyzing events 
in nature. 

One is qualitative where numerical information is not present. 
It includes things such as it is bright outside, leaves are becom-
ing colorful, and dead birds are found by buildings. The other is 
quantitative with a numerical measurement. Light meters mea-
sure light intensity, 50 percent of leaves have changed color, or 
127 dead birds were collected by buildings this year. Quantita-
tive data is needed for scientific analysis.

Under my permit, 127 dead birds were collected in 2018 for a 
study coordinated with Michigan Audubon and Michigan State 
University to gather quantitative data for birds killed by colli-
sions with buildings. 

I hold US Fish and Wildlife Service and Michigan DNR 
permits to collect dead birds. Possessing an American Robin 
or Red-tailed Hawk feather is illegal without a permit. People 
wonder why. There are people that will kill songbirds to pos-
sess a few feathers or to use them in products sold at craft fairs. 
Conservation officers visit craft fairs to see if illegal nongame 
feathers are being sold. Possession of game bird feathers is legal.

At the Howard Christensen Nature Center (HCNC), birds 
learned to trust us and to land on our hands to eat seeds. Several 
birds were shot at the birdfeeders. Someone thought it fun to 
shoot birds that learned to come close to people. Laws were en-
acted in the early 1900s to help species survive in nature niches 
because unregulated hunting was threatening several with ex-
tinction. Today hunters help bird populations even though they 
kill birds. Hunting license fees are used to manage habitats for 
game birds and the DNR monitors numbers quantitatively to 
manage population size. Nongame species like woodpeckers, 
goldfinches, and warblers benefit from habitat management. 
Duck hunters have helped increase waterfowl populations by 
maintaining wetlands.

It was a tradition on Christmas Day for hunters to compete to 
see who could kill the most birds in one day. Frank Chapman 
began the first citizen science Christmas Bird Count in 1900 as 
an alternative to encourage people to count birds quantitatively 
instead of killing them. Bird counts are important for document-
ing winter bird population numbers and distribution. I have co-
ordinated the Grand Rapids quantitative Christmas bird count 
32 years but I also qualitatively enjoy birds daily at Ody Brook 
without keeping number records. 

My salvage bird permit allows me and the people I list on the 
permit to collect dead birds for educational and scientific anal-
ysis. Many birds at HCNC were collected and mounted in life-
like position for visitors to see closely and others were mounted 
in what is called a study skin. Study skin mounts look like the 
bird is lying dead on its back. Those specimens were used when 
I taught ornithology at Grand Rapids Community College and 
for natural history programs. Visit HCNC to see birds you might 
not get to see easily in the outdoors.

The salvage project with Michigan Audubon and MSU col-
lects birds that hit buildings and provides data that quantifies 
bird deaths to learn the dates and species impacted. Monitoring 
weather conditions, wind direction, and fog conditions helps us 
understand when birds are at greatest risk. That knowledge is 
used to help us make recommendations that can reduce deaths 
by adjusting our human behavior to help bird survive.

It is especially important to darken buildings during spring and 
fall bird migration above the second floor. Most birds migrate at 
night but fly toward light in the dark. They collide with lighted 
buildings in the dark. By closing shades to darken windows we 
can save birds. Schools were recently closed for fog and there 
are school fog delays to save our kids from being killed going to 
school in those conditions. Birds do not stop migration for fog 
delay announcements but we can help them survive by darken-
ing windows and maintaining dark skies. 

I submit a list of the birds collected each year to the US FWS 
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Youth wrestlers have strong showing 
at Rockford tournament

First Michigan waterways 
designated as state water trails

Woman on a stand-up paddle board, on a Michigan river. 

model public water trails that set the standard for 
future of Michigan’s water trails program.”

Over the last several months, the DNR has 
worked on creating a water trails program with the 
goal of announcing the first designations in 2018. 
Local water trail organizations with established 
water trail plans were invited to submit applica-
tions for designation. That outreach process was 
handled collaboratively with the Michigan State 
Parks Advisory Committee, the Michigan State 
Waterways Commission, the Michigan Trails Ad-
visory Council and the Nonmotorized Advisory 
Workgroup.

All applications were scored based on criteria 
including whether a proposed trail:

*Provides a quality trail experience.
*Offers clear information for users.
*Enjoys broad community support.
*Has an appropriate water trail plan in place that ad-

dressed components like safety, stewardship, historic and 
cultural resources, education opportunities, funding, sig-

Eight waterways totaling 540-plus miles that 
flow through more than a dozen counties have 
been selected as the first state-designated wa-
ter trails in Michigan, the Department of Natu-
ral Resources announced last week.

The DNR and the Office of the Great Lakes 
partnered on the effort to finalize this first 
round of designations, which includes:

Central River Raisin Water Trail, 11 miles in 
Monroe County; Chain of Lakes Water Trail, 
more than 80 miles in Antrim and Kalkas-
ka counties; Huron River Water Trail, 104 
miles in Livingston, Oakland, Washtenaw and 
Wayne counties;  Island Loop Route, 10 miles 
in St. Clair County; Flint River Trail, 72 miles 
in Genesee and Lapeer counties; Middle Grand 
River Water Trail, 87 miles in Clinton, Eaton, 
Ingham and Ionia counties; Shiawassee River 
Trail, 88 miles in Genesee, Oakland, Saginaw 
and Shiawassee counties; Upper Grand River 
Water Trail, 91 miles in Eaton, Ingham and 
Jackson counties.

A water trail is a designated route on a nav-
igable waterway such as a lake, river, canal or 
bay that is designed and managed to create a 
positive outdoor recreation experience for the 
user. Water trails feature well-developed ac-

Photo courtesy of the Michigan DNR.

cess points, often are near significant historical, environ-
mental or cultural points of interest and often have nearby 
amenities like restaurants, hotels and campgrounds.

“Water trails naturally are an increasing trend in Michi-
gan and throughout the country, as interest in paddle sports 
and other water-based recreation continues to grow,” said 
DNR Parks and Recreation Chief Ron Olson. “We are 
pleased to help advance these opportunities by recognizing 
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HEALTH & BEAUTY
Two additional Michigan children diagnosed with acute 
flaccid myelitis
Four cases total have been confirmed by CDC in Michigan LANSING, Mich. – The Michigan Department of Health 

and Human Services (MDHHS) has been notified by the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) that two 
additional cases of acute flaccid myelitis (AFM) have been 
confirmed in Michigan for 2018. The confirmed cases in-
volve children in Ottawa and Macomb counties.

The state’s first AFM case was confirmed Dec. 5 and in-
volves a child in Wayne County. A second case was con-
firmed in an Oakland County child on Dec. 12. Five sus-
pect cases of AFM in Michigan remain under investigation, 
while one case was ruled not to be AFM by the CDC. The 
four confirmed AFM cases had onsets of illness between 
August and October.

As of December 21, the CDC has confirmed 182 cases 
of AFM in 39 states, mostly in children. Despite increases 
in cases across the country since 2014, the CDC estimates 
that less than one to two in a million children in the United 
States will get AFM annually.

AFM is a rare but serious condition affecting the nervous 
system and can cause the muscles and reflexes in the body 
to become weak. Most patients report having a mild respi-
ratory illness or fever consistent with a viral infection be-
fore developing AFM.

The cause or trigger for AFM is not yet known. To help 
protect yourself or your child from developing AFM, the 
CDC recommends:

• Getting vaccinated against poliovirus, which is one of 
the viruses known to cause AFM. However, this vaccine 
does not protect against other viruses that may cause AFM.

• Protecting yourself from bites from mosquitoes, which 
can carry West Nile Virus, another cause of AFM, by using 
mosquito repellents, staying indoors at dawn and dusk and 
removing standing or stagnant water near your home.

• Washing your hands often with soap and water and 
avoiding close contact with people who are sick.

Healthcare providers are asked to report all patients they 
suspect of having AFM to their local health department.

For more information, visit the MDHHS Communicable 
Disease Information and Resources website or CDC.gov/
AFM.

SUDOKU ANSWERS

CROSSWORD ANSWERS

OUTDOORS 
is online @ 

http://cedarspringspost.com/
category/outdoors/

Waterways
...continued from page 10

nage, management and development, local land and water 
use laws, and marketing and promotion.

Paul Yauk, the DNR’s state trails coordinator, said that 
Michigan is in a great position to work with partners to 
create a statewide water trails program that complements 
Michigan’s broader trails system.

“Outdoor recreation-based tourism is experiencing major 
growth right now,” Yauk said. “Designating these rivers as 
official water trails shines an even brighter light on some 
incredible natural resources. We fully expect that offering 
and expanding water trail opportunities in Michigan will 
encourage more outdoor recreation and healthier lifestyles, 
and also serve as regional destinations that will give a boost 
to local economies.”

Michigan has more miles of Great Lakes coastline than 
any other state and thousands of miles of rivers and streams. 
The use of waterways for transportation in Michigan is not 
new. Native Americans first used them for sustenance and 
trade; early European settlers used them to transport goods 
and timber; and, water resources were the foundation of 
Michigan’s earliest manufacturing and shipping industries.

“[This] announcement celebrates our state’s connections 
to the Great Lakes coast and Michigan’s inland waters,” 
said Office of the Great Lakes Director Jon Allan. “We have 
made significant investments with community partners to 

build, market and maintain water trails. This program is the 
culmination of a commitment to public access and oppor-
tunities for recreation on Great Lakes waters are especial-
ly important as we see paddle sports gain tremendously in 
popularity.”

Bob Wilson, executive director of the Michigan Trails 
and Greenways Alliance, supported the department’s an-
nouncement designating these important water corridors as 
Michigan water trails.

“With Michigan leading the nation in land-based trail 
mileage and the unmatched water resources we are blessed 
with, it is another important step we can take to provide our 
citizens with a world-class trail system,” Wilson said.

Ribbon cuttings for the newly designated water trails 
will take place during the 2019 paddling season. Watch 
michigan.gov/dnrtrails for more information, which will be 
provided early in 2019, on the application process for next 
year’s designations.
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The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 
words. The subject should be relevant to local read-
ers, and the editor reserves the right to reject letters or 
edit for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability 
concerns. All submissions MUST be accompanied by 
full name, mailing address and daytime phone number. 
We use this information to verify the letter’s authenticity. 
We do not print anonymous letters, or acknowledge let-
ters we do not use. Writers are limited to one letter per 
month. Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or send 
to Post Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319.
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The Political landscape ahead 
By Lee H. Hamilton

In the days following 
George H. W. Bush’s 
death, it was impossi-
ble to ignore the mood 
that settled over much 
of the country: a yearn-

ing for the civility, dignity and inclusiveness 
that the former president represented. It was 
a form of bipartisan nostalgia for a time 
when the nation seemed to work.

As we head toward 2019, it’s equally 
hard to ignore the ground that this yearning 
sprang from: a deep-seated doubt that the 
system can work, and great worry that our 
democratic institutions are failing. Looking 
at American politics today, coming into what 
will undoubtedly be a momentous political 

year, what seems most apparent is an air of 
disappointment in our politicians and watch-
ful concern for our way of life.

A lot of trends are feeding this. There’s the 
intensifying partisan divide, which is in turn 
stoked by disagreements over economic pri-
orities, over environmental awareness, over 
issues like affirmative action, immigration, 
and the role of police, and over such cultural 
issues as abortion and gay rights. Inequalities 
of wealth and education exacerbate these di-
visions. And the rural-urban divide that fea-
tured so prominently in the midterm elections 
shows no sign of narrowing.

This fraying of the American fabric might 
not appear so threatening if we were capable 
of pursuing a healthy political dialogue, but 
that, too, seems increasingly out of reach.

We don’t get the kind of extensive, deep, fact-based discus-
sion of the issues we once did. Our political leaders seem less 
skillful than their predecessors at finding the common good 
or negotiating their way to compromises that give all sides the 
chance to leave the table with something in hand. There’s a lot of 
excoriating one’s opponents for misbehaving, and typically no 
concern at all for similar misbehavior on one’s own side. Parti-
sanship is hardening.

I’m also impressed by the number and variety of groups and 
interests that seek to bring Americans to their side, using multi-
ple avenues — the internet, television advertising, “grassroots” 
campaigns — to persuade them to support their point of view. 
A lot of people are putting a huge amount of resources, time, 
energy, and talent into all kinds of political groups. They always 
identify what they want to do as a public good, but nonetheless 
it’s almost invariably a plea for special consideration. They want 
the public to see things the way they see them.

Which, not surprisingly, has made the role of money in pol-
itics ever more important, and the amount flowing into politics 
ever more massive. That’s been true for a couple of generations 
now. What seems different, though, is that ordinary Americans 
seem to be more aware of the role that money plays in getting 
things done.

At the same time all this is going on, it’s hard to miss the sense 
of engagement that many Americans — whatever their political 
beliefs — feel at this moment. We saw this in the midterm elec-
tions, of course, but we also see it in the day to day workings of 

“Many state and local 
governments, disappoint-
ed by gridlock and dys-
function at the federal 
level, are finding ways to 
improve life for their cit-
izens. And citizens of all 
sorts are plunging into 
politics and community 

issues with vigor.”

““
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Community
...continued from front page 
cause I a heard rumor that 
some guys were coming 
on Saturday to help split 
and stack. A family friend 
dropped off a rick of wood 
for us on Wednesday night 
(December 12), which was 
a lifesaver. Another friend 
dropped off a trailer load of 
lumber ends. Plus, a family 
friend donated a truckload 
of wood. This community 
we live in rallies and I’ve 
never had to ask for this 
type of help but we are so 
blessed with the people 
around us,” remarked Min-

dy.
Then, on Saturday, De-

cember 15, just a few days 
after Robert’s accident, 15 
guys from GFS rolled into 
the driveway with four 
cords of wood they had pur-
chased with the collection 
they took up. “They came 
ready to split, haul and 
stack. In just two hours they 
had all 6 cords of wood split 
and stacked in the barn,” 
explained Mindy. 

“It was an amazing act 
of kindness. We will never 
forget what they have done 

for us. The outreach and 
genuine concern for our 
family was overwhelming. 
I struggled to fight back 
tears thanking them all for 
the generosity they shared 
with us.”

But that was not all. They 
also gave the family an en-
velope with money and told 
them to go out to eat when 
Robert was feeling up to it.

“December 15th has a spe-
cial meaning for our family 
now for two reasons,” said 
Mindy. “It is our adoption 
anniversary for our two 
sons and now it will be a 
day we remember the gen-
erous hearts of employees 
of Gordon Foods Services.”

Building Development Team (CBDT), to develop an amphi-
theater and playground in the Heart of Cedar Springs. The 
CBDT has also been an integral partner in developing the 
new fire station building.

The November 2018 election brought a new face to the 
City Council and created a five of seven majority of women 
on the Council. The Citizens of Cedar Springs voted in favor 
of allowing recreational marijuana by 59 percent and also 
voted to approve the fire station millage. Many voters felt 
that the estimated costs of the building were too high. As a 
result the fire station committee is working to reduce those 
estimated costs. It is the hope that actual construction costs 
will be less than estimated. Over the coming months the City 
will be working on reducing estimated costs of the new fire 
station building, preparing the site, removing the old library 
building and lining up the work of the building itself. It is 
estimated that the fire station will begin construction in the 
Fall of 2019 or Spring of 2020.

The City Council recently passed a ban on the sale of com-
mercial marihuana in the City until the State is able to issue 
its regulations. With such a massive and fundamental change 

Review
...continued from page 3

looking for him when they received the crash call.
The driver, identified as a 43-year-old man from Grand Rap-

ids, was reportedly eastbound on 18 Mile Rd in a 2004 Ford 
Explorer when he ran the stop sign at Algoma and struck a 
northbound 2004 Toyota Camry, driven by a 16-year-old male 
from Newaygo. 

Deputies said the driver and vehicle matched the description 
they had received of a vehicle driving through yards in the area. 
A breathalyzer taken on scene showed his blood alcohol level to 
be almost three times the legal limit.

The 16-year-old complained of a possible head injury, but 
sought his own medical help. 

The at-fault driver was transported to the hospital by deputies 
to be checked out, and was then lodged in the Kent County Jail. 
He was later released pending blood test results.

Solon Fire and Rescue assisted at the scene.

Crash
...continued from front page 

Eagle
...continued from page 2

ty so they or the CBDT should be taking over in the future.
Why does Zach think it’s important for Eagle Scouts and 

others to give back? “I think it’s important to give back 
to the community because the community does so much 
for us, such as Red Flannel Day and various other events 
that happen and for the most part it’s free—everyone is 
welcome,” said Zach. “But someone has to make the park; 
somebody has to build the library; somebody has to make 
the memorials; and someone is needed to clean the White 
Pine Trail. And the best people to do it are the people who 
live here, who are in the community. Without people help-
ing out and volunteering, we would not have a very nice 
town.” 

Zach has been a scout for the whole 12 years he has been 
in school and is looking forward to the court of honor, 
where he will officially receive his badge. His parents are 
proud of the hard work he’s put in to finally achieving his 
goal.

“Zach showed an interest in scouting while attending 
an Eagle Court of Honor for a friend’s son,” explained his 
mom, Cherri’. He decided that very day that he wanted 
to be an Eagle Scout, too, someday. John and I got him 
signed up as a tiger scout, and he and his dad have been 
in scouts ever since. Zachery has been steadfast and faith-
ful in achieving his goal. We have seen him grow through 
the hard work and various relationships he has built over 
the years. It was not a surprise when he sought to rebuild 
Mrs. Brown’s garden for the Eagle project. He loves the 
outdoors and wanted people to have a place where they can 
sit and enjoy nature in downtown Cedar Springs. We are 
proud of Zachery for his hard work, perseverance through 
the years, his concern for others, and for achieving his goal 
to become an Eagle Scout.”

Congratulations to Zach on a job well done!

in marihuana policy and with much of the State’s regulations 
unwritten and unknown at this time, the Council simply 
wants to review State regulations before allowing marihuana 
to be sold in the City. The City expects to have a public meet-
ing seeking community input about potentially reversing the 
ban at some point in the future.

The City is also planning the development of a business 
park on West Street that should come at little to no cost to 
the citizens of Cedar Springs. The City has hired a contractor 
to finish up the water meter replacements with all new radio 
read meters. This will end the much-disliked estimated wa-
ter bills once and for all and the City will once again go to 
actual reads every single month. We appreciate everybody’s 
patience as we have worked to complete this overhaul of the 
system. Citizens should expect to be contacted by the City’s 
contractor to set up appointments for meter replacement in 
early January. 

Finally, citizens are always welcome at City Hall and are 
encouraged to visit with questions, thoughts or concerns. 
City Hall has recruited several new employees over the last 
two years and we look forward to meeting with citizens who 
haven’t stopped by City Hall in the last couple of years.

You can contact Cedar Springs City Manager Mike Wom-
ack by email at manager@cityofcedarsprings.org, or call 
him at 616-696-1330. Cedar Springs City Hall is located at 
66 S. Main Street, Cedar Springs.
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Baylee – 1-Year-Old Male – Blue Heeler Mix
Meet Baylee! Baylee is a hap-
py and goofy guy looking for 
his new adventure. He has 
been in and out of the shel-
ter environment since June 
and is ready to be someone’s 
new best friend. Baylee enjoys 
going on long walks, and hav-
ing your attention to himself 
(Baylee should be an only pet). 
If you would like a travelling 
companion Baylee is the guy 
for you – he loves car rides 
and meeting new people!  If 
you’re interested in adopting 
Baylee, please visit HSWM.

Bean - 5-Year-Old Male - Domestic Short Hair
Meet Bean! He’s a 
handsome hunk of 
sweetness with a jolly 
personality that com-
mands the room. He 
loves being petted 
and can’t seem to get 
enough attention. He 
enjoys interactive toys 
(he loves chasing a 
trailing string) and he’s a major foodie, so mealtimes are good 
opportunities to give him more mental and physical stimula-
tion through the use of food puzzles. He’s also been clicker 
trained to give high-fives in exchange for tuna. Bean is looking 
for someone who can enrich his life, but at the end of the day, 
he’s is just a big couch potato with a LOT of love to give.

Humane Society of West Michigan is open Tuesday-Friday 
12pm-7pm and Saturday-Sunday 11am-4pm. 

Humane Society of West Michigan’sCRITTER
CORNER

CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

P   STThe

AUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

This Pets of the Week is brought to you by: 

For more information on the 
Humane Society of West Michigan,  
call (616) 453-8900 or visit them 

at 3077 Wilson NW,   just ½ mile north 
of Three Mile Road during adoption 
hours or visit www.hswestmi.org

PETS of the WEEK

4210 14 Mile Road
Rockford, MI 49341

Phone: (616) 863-9390

Rogue Valley
Veterinary Hospital
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Classifieds 
616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

STORAGE
FOR RENT

 

616-696-1100
cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

Wishing you 
all the best for 

2019!

HOMES 
FOR SALE

Political
...continued from page 12

CLASSIFIEDS
are online at http://cedarspringspost.com/classifieds/

at home or away... we’re just a click away

DEADLINE: 
Monday by 5:00 p.m.

NO BILLING - 
All Classifieds 

Must be Pre-Paid!

PRICING: $12.00 - 
for first 25 words,
20¢ for each additional word (pricing 

includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST @
616.696.3655

CLASSIFIEDS

community life.
Although there are some notable exceptions, many state and 

local governments, disappointed by what they see as either 
gridlock or dysfunction at the federal level, are finding ways to 
improve life for their citizens on their own. And citizens of all 
sorts are plunging into politics and into community issues with 
enthusiasm and vigor.

Clearly, at the federal, state and local levels, a lot of this ac-
tivity is based on citizens’ desire to improve the quality of their 
lives. That’s a heartening motivation. They want to see power 
used to get things right. Just as they want to be productive in 
their own communities, they want policy makers to be serious 
and productive, too.

This suggests, I think, that many Americans are wearying of 

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Lost: Female Collie, sable & 
white, smooth coat (short hair), 
lost on Wednesday, November 
14th in the area of 16 Mile and 
Myers Lake. Call 616-696-2796 
or 616-516-0921. #47

and DNR. Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Ruby-throated Humming-
bird, Cedar Waxwing, Brown Creeper, Brown Thrasher, Indigo 
Bunting, Rosebreasted Grosbeak, Nashville Warbler, Ovenbird, 
Sora, and Pine Warbler are some the casualties this year. To en-
joy birds in nature it is important that we each take responsibility 
for helping bird neighbors survive.  

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be direct-
ed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody 
Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar Springs, 
MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

Birds
...continued from page 10

LIKE YOUR LOCAL NEWS?

DONATE! 
with PayPal 

@ www.cedarspringspost.com

Keep The POST Coming . . .

Wrestlers
...continued from page 10
overall for the tournament with 3 pins (3:57). In the com-
bined 65/70lb bracket Branson Wood turned in a 4th place 
finishand Gavyn Byxbe was the 100lb 1st place champion. 
Wyatt Cooper had a solid outing as he took 2nd place in the 
HWT bracket.

In the 2004-2005 age group Carter Falan and Logan 
Troupe battled it out in the combined 130/138lb bracket to 
finish 1st and 3rd respectively. Maston Wood rounded out the 
wrestling for the day securing the 1st place title in another 
combined bracket of 170/195 pounds.

Looking ahead the Red Hawks will be traveling to Byron 
Center to take part in another MYWAY West Region Tour-
nament on December 30.

pure ideology and rhetoric as political tools; they want tangible 
progress on the issues that affect the country.

So as we head into 2019, there’s a feeling afoot that we’ve got 
a lot of work to do — and the nagging worry that our political 
system isn’t up to the task. That’s why this will be a momentous 
year: it’s our political leaders’ opportunity to prove that they, 
and the institutions they run, can answer to Americans’ needs.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana University 
Center on Representative Government; a Distinguished Scholar 
of the IU Hamilton Lugar School of Global and International 
Studies; and a Professor of Practice, IU School of Public and 
Environmental Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. House 
of Representatives for 34 years. As a public service, Hamilton 
writes regularly about Congress and what individuals can do to 
make our representative democracy work better. 
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(NAPS)—A six-point ve-
hicle check is a gift that will 
keep on giving, both in bet-
ter vehicle performance and 
fewer unexpected repairs, 
says the Car Care Council.

“Why not wrap up the hol-
iday season with a gift for 
you and your car? Inspect-
ing six key systems ahead of 
time can save you the head-
aches and cost of an emer-
gency breakdown later,” 
said Rich White, executive 
director, Car Care Council. 
“Regular vehicle mainte-
nance is always more con-
venient when you’re doing 
it on your own schedule. By 
taking a few easy preventive 
maintenance steps now, you 
can have more confidence 
when driving in severe win-
ter weather.”

The Car Care Council 
recommends this vehicle 
check:

1. Battery—Keep the bat-
tery connections clean, tight 
and corrosion-free. Cold 
weather is hard on batter-
ies, so it’s wise to check the 
battery and charging system 
for optimum performance. 
Because batteries don’t al-
ways give warning signs be-
fore they fail, it is advisable 
to replace batteries that are 
more than three years old.

2. Antifreeze—Antifreeze 
(coolant) should be flushed 
and refilled at least every 

two years in most vehicles. 
Don’t add 100 percent an-
tifreeze, however, as full-
strength antifreeze actually 
has a lower freeze point than 
when mixed with water.

3. Brakes—Have the 
brake system checked. 
Brakes are critical to vehicle 
safety and particularly im-
portant when driving on icy 
or snow-covered roads.

4. Tires—Check the tire 
tread depth and tire pressure. 
If snow and ice are a prob-
lem where you’ll be driv-
ing, consider special tires 
designed to grip slick roads. 
Check tire pressure weekly, 
as tires lose pressure when 

temperatures drop.
5. Oil—Be diligent about 

changing the oil at recom-
mended intervals and check 
the fuel, air and transmission 
filters at the same time. Con-
sider changing to low-vis-
cosity oil in winter, as it will 
flow more easily between 
moving parts when cold. In 
subzero driving tempera-
tures, drop oil weight from 
10W-30 to 5W-30, as thick-
ened oil can make it hard to 
start the car.

6. Wiper Blades—Cold 
weather can affect the life of 
windshield wipers, making 
the rubber hard and brittle 
and increasing the potential 

for cracks. Wiper blades 
that are torn, cracked or 
don’t properly clean your 
windshield should be re-
placed. Some manufac-
turers offer special winter 
blades that have a rubber 
boot covering the arm as-
sembly to keep snow and 
ice out. When changing 
the blades, have the wind-
shield wiper system noz-
zles cleaned and adjusted 
if necessary, and check the 
fluid level in the windshield 
washer reservoir.

During the cold months, 
keep your vehicle’s gas 
tank at least half full as that 
decreases the chance of 
moisture forming in the gas 

lines and possibly freezing. 
Finally, if you’re due for a 
tune-up, consider having it 
done soon. Winter magni-
fies existing problems such 
as pings, hard starts, slug-
gish performance or rough 
idling.

The Car Care Council 
is the source of informa-
tion for the “Be Car Care 
Aware” consumer educa-
tion campaign promoting 
the benefits of regular ve-
hicle care, maintenance and 
repair to consumers. For 
more information or for a 
free “Car Care Guide,” visit 
www.carcare.org.
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AUTO LIFE

THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

Since 1916, Auto-Owners and your  
local independent agent have  

been there when it matters most. 

Trusted for generations...

Gebhardt Insurance
Cedar SpringS • 616-696-9440

www.gebhardtins.com
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People, Selection, Price

Visit us at
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CLOSED
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4700 14 mile rd ne Rockford, MI 49341

People, Selection, Price
4395 14 MILE RD NE ROCKFORD, MI 49341

VISIT US AT WWW.WATSONR OCKFORD.COM

NEW LOCATION 

NOW OPEN!

• Tintable Stone Guard • All-Over Paint & Spot Repair • Glass Installed
89 N. Third Street

Sand Lake
(616) 636-5341 

Complete Collision

Free Estimates
The deer are moving and the 

weather is turning.Save on Your 
Deductible with Us! 

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

Six-point vehicle check: a gift 
that keeps on giving

Prepare your car now for rough weather to avoid trouble later.

Drive sober or 
get pulled over
Enforcement campaign encourages 
safe, sober driving

MORE OPTIONS MORE DISCOUNTS

Call 616.696.8255 today!

 

For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

Christopher Conflitti Insurance Agency
Your Local Agent
30 S MAIN
CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319
CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM
https://agents.farmers.com/cconflitti

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other 
a�liated insurance companies. Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states.Coverage 
is not available in all states. Life Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3003 77th Ave SE, Mercer Island, WA 98040.

MORE OPTIONS MORE DISCOUNTS

Call 616.696.8255 today!

 

For Home, Auto, Life and Business.

Christopher Conflitti Insurance Agency
Your Local Agent
30 S MAIN
CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319
CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM
https://agents.farmers.com/cconflitti

Restrictions apply. Discounts may vary. Not available in all states. See your agent for details. Insurance is underwritten by Farmers Insurance Exchange and other 
a�liated insurance companies. Visit farmers.com for a complete listing of companies. Not all insurers are authorized to provide insurance in all states.Coverage 
is not available in all states. Life Insurance issued by Farmers New World Life Insurance Company, 3003 77th Ave SE, Mercer Island, WA 98040.

fice of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP), are working to 
encourage safe, sober driving this holiday season.

The national enforcement campaign, Drive Sober or Get 
Pulled Over, runs from December 13 -31. During this pe-
riod, law enforcement officers will show zero tolerance for 
drunk and drugged driving statewide. Increased enforce-
ment, along with increased messages about the dangers of 
impaired driving, aim to drastically reduce crashes, fatali-
ties, and injuries on the roadways.

“Driving while impaired by any substance—alcohol or 
drugs—is illegal and can have deadly consequences,” said 
Michael L. Prince, Michigan Office of Highway Safety 
Planning (OHSP) director. “It’s important for people to 
understand they need to make the smart decision to drive 
sober. If you’re out celebrating this holiday season, or any 
day, it’s crucial to plan a safe way home.”

In Michigan, impaired driving represented 45.7 percent 
of all traffic fatalities in 2017. There were 937 fatal crash-
es in Michigan in 2017, of which 320 (34.2 percent) were 
alcohol-related. The percentage of alcohol-related fatalities 
was approximately 11.6 times higher than fatalities in all 
other crashes.

In addition, there were 174 drivers who tested positive for 
cannabinoid drug use involved in 169 motor vehicle crash-
es in 2017 in Michigan. Of those crashes, there were 144 
fatalities and 156 persons were injured.

Nationally, 10,874 people were killed in drunk-driving 
crashes in 2017, equating to one person killed every 48 
minutes. In December 2017, 885 people lost their lives in 
traffic crashes involving a drunk driver.

Officers during this campaign will be on the look out for 
motorists under the influence of drugs and alcohol. Impair-
ment of any kind while driving is illegal. If a person choos-
es to drive while impaired, they can be arrested for a DUI 
and could face jail time.

The Drive Sober or Get Pulled Over campaign is support-
ed with federal traffic safety funds provided by the U.S. De-
partment of Transportation and the National Highway Traf-
fic Safety Administration and coordinated by the OHSP. 

Ugly sweaters. Holiday parties. 
Family gatherings. The holidays 

are a busy time to celebrate the 
season with family, friends 

and co-workers. But it is 
also one of the deadliest 
times of year for drunk- 
and drugged-driving 
fatalities. That is why 
law enforcement offi-

cers, in partnership with the Of-
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“WE LOVE TO SEE YOU SMILE”
Dr. Andy Setaputri

Are you embarrassed and tired of having to 
cover your mouth every time you smile?

Give us a call at 616-918-3037 
You can also visit us at www.micedardental.com

If this is you, our 
Cedar Springs 
Dental team 

would love to 
help you get 
the smile you 

deserve! 

OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY- THURSDAY 8AM-5PM and FRIDAYS 8AM-2PM

W E L C O M I N G  N E W  PAT I E N T S !

·	 CLEANINGS
·	 COSMETIC DENTISTRY
·	 TOOTH WHITENING
·	 INVISALIGN
·	 TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS

* Contact our office to verify acceptance of your plan.

·	 IMPLANT RESTORATIONS
·	 CROWNS/BRIDGES/DENTURES
·	 ROOT CANALS
·	 EXTRACTIONS
·	 EMERGENCY SERVICE

WE PROVIDE COMPLETE DENTAL CARE FOR ADULTS AND KIDS. 

We accept most dental insurances including Delta Dental traditional and PPO plans.* 

20 E CHURCH ST NE, CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319
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MLS# 18056592

MLS# 18056503

MLS# 18051205

5099 Pine Island Dr, Comstock Park 

8615 Cochise Ct, Howard City

12845 Ritchie Ave, Cedar Springs

432 Pine St, Howard City

Custom home to be built by 
Huffman Homes. Beautiful 

private 2 acre walkout or 
daylight building site. Lot has 

mature trees, public water, 
private drive and 

light sandy soil. 

$65,000

$209,900

Beautiful home on 
private Indian Lake. 

Fully upgraded 
gourmet kitchen, 

open floor plan,

Ranch home in Cedar 
Springs School 

District.  Down stairs is 
plumbed for another 

full bath and add a 
couple bedrooms.

$219,900

$93,900

This home has many 
recent updates: Vinyl 

Siding, Handicap 
Accessible Ramp, 

Central Air, Shingles, 
hot water heater. 

Includes a detached 
three stall garage .

DOING MORE FROM

FOR SALE
TO

 SOLD

249071THINKING ABOUT A CAREER IN REAL ESTATE?  
Contact Tina Johnson at 

616.951.2095    

Karla 
Karamol
616.884.2034
RE/MAX UNITED

Autumn 
Colby
616.884.2071
RE/MAX UNITED

3
BEDS

2
BATHS

1,232
SQ FT

Kevin
Irwin
616.884.2061
RE/MAX UNITED

3
BEDS

1
BATH

1,400
SQ FT

4
BEDS

3
BATHS

2,620
SQ FT

Brenda 
Gartzke
616.884.2240
RE/MAX UNITED

2.00
ACRE

588 17 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs (4 miles west of 131)

- Loaner Cars
- On Site Estimates

Locally owned and operated with OVER 35 years 
of collision repair and automotive painting experience

- We Accept All Insurance Companies

Website:  stoutgroup.net
Phone:  (616) 696-3300
Address:  4330 17 Mile Rd NE
 Cedar Springs, MI 49319

West Michigan Homes & 
Real Estate for Sale

The Stout Group is your one stop source 
for all your real estate services.
Residential, Commercial, and Vacant Land. 
Specializing in the West Michigan area.

We have access to property all over Michigan. 

THINKING OF BUYING OR SELLING 
ANY REAL ESTATE?


