
School 
board fills 
vacancies
By Judy Reed

The Michigan State Police Post in 
Rockford is looking for 
information on a hit and 
run that injured a pedes-
trian last Thursday, December 
21, on 17 Mile Rd near Meijer.

Alex Michael Maas, 18, the son of 
Al and Ann Maas, was walking to 
Meijer on 17 Mile Rd, when he was 
struck by a vehicle across the street 
from Auto Zone. A man who witnessed 
it happen said the vehicle was a white SUV 
similar to a Cadillac Escalade. The vehicle then re-
portedly turned on to Edgerton.

Another couple also stopped right 
after it happened and tended to Alex 
while someone else dialed 911.
According to his dad, Alex suffered a 

concussion, bruised kidneys, a broken 
tooth, multiple scrapes and cuts, 

and required some stitches. 
He is home recovering 
from his injuries.

If anyone has any info 
on this hit and run crash, please call the 

Michigan State Police Post at 616-866-4411.

FAMILY FEATURES 

When cooler temperatures call for something to warm you up, good, old-fashioned 
soups and stews may be just what you need.

You can create delicious, steaming pots that taste like they’re straight out of mom’s kitchen 
with flavorful, convenient ingredients such as Aunt Nellie’s Pickled Beets and READ Salads 
to help streamline preparation. With these contemporary recipes, you’re in and out of the 
kitchen in under an hour without any long simmering required. 

Find more recipes to warm yourself from the inside out at AuntNellies.com and 
READsalads.com.

Bacon-Apple Red Cabbage Soup
Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 20 minutes 
Servings: 4
 2 slices thick-cut bacon, chopped
 1 medium red onion, chopped (about 1/2 cup)
 1 clove garlic, minced
 1 jar (16 ounces) Aunt Nellie’s Sweet & Sour Red Cabbage, not drained
 2 cups low-sodium, fat-free chicken or vegetable broth
 1 medium apple, chopped (about 1 cup), plus additional for garnish (optional)
 1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon (optional) 
 1/8 teaspoon ground allspice (optional)
 1/8 teaspoon ground cloves (optional) 
  plain yogurt or sour cream (optional)
  crumbled cooked bacon (optional)
In large saucepan or Dutch oven over medium heat, cook bacon 2-3 minutes, or until cooked 
through and crisp. Remove bacon from skillet; reserve. Drain drippings; return 1 tablespoon to 
pan; discard remaining drippings. 

Add onion to pan. Cook about 2 minutes, until tender, stirring frequently. Add garlic; cook 
and stir about 30 seconds. Add red cabbage and liquid from jar, broth and chopped apple. Stir 
in cinnamon, allspice and cloves. Bring to boil. Reduce heat and simmer, covered, 10 minutes. 
Add water, 1/2 cup at a time, if soup is too thick. Add bacon to pan. Continue simmering about 
3-5 minutes, until apples are tender and soup reaches desired consistency.

Spoon into bowl. Garnish with apples, yogurt and crumbled bacon, if desired.

Tex-Mex Bean and  
Butternut Squash Stew
Prep time: 30 minutes
Cook time: 10 minutes 
Servings: 4
Stew:
 1  can (15 ounces) READ Southwestern  
   Bean Salad, divided
 1  teaspoon ground cumin
 1/4-1/2  teaspoon chipotle chili powder
 1  clove garlic, chopped
 2  cups cubed or chopped butternut  
   squash, fresh or frozen (about 1/2- 
   3/4-inch pieces) 
 1  can (14 1/2 ounces) no-salt-added  
   diced tomatoes
 1 1/2  cups low-sodium vegetable or chicken  
   broth
 1  teaspoon lime zest, plus additional  
   for garnish (optional)
  Chipotle-Lime Crema
  chopped cilantro (optional)
Chipotle-Lime Crema:
 1/4  cup plain nonfat yogurt or sour cream
 1  teaspoon lime zest
 1/8  teaspoon chipotle chili powder
To prepare stew: Place half of canned bean salad, 
cumin, chili powder and garlic into bowl of  
food processor. Puree until blended but still 
slightly chunky.

Add remaining bean salad to large saucepan. 
Stir in butternut squash, tomatoes, broth,  
pureed bean salad mixture and lime zest. Bring to 
boil. Reduce heat and simmer 10 minutes,  
or until squash is tender and stew reaches  
desired thickness. 

To prepare crema: In small bowl, combine 
yogurt, lime zest and chili powder. 

Serve topped with Chipotle-Lime Crema, 
cilantro and lime zest, if desired. 
Notes: If using frozen butternut squash, add 
to stew during last 2-3 minutes of cooking to 
prevent overcooking. Orange zest can be used 
instead of lime zest, if desired. Recipe can  
be doubled.

Rustic Vegetable Beet Soup
Prep time: 30 minutes
Cook time: 15 minutes
Servings: 6
 1  jar (16 ounces) Aunt Nellie’s Whole  
   Pickled Beets, drained
 2  tablespoons olive oil
 2  medium onions, coarsely chopped
 2  medium carrots, coarsely chopped
 1 medium sweet potato, peeled and  
   chopped
 2  large cloves garlic, minced
 2  zucchinis (about 5 ounces each),  
   coarsely chopped
 2  cans (about 14 ounces each)  
   vegetable broth
 1  teaspoon seasoned salt (optional)
 1  can (15 1/2 ounces) chickpeas,  
   drained and rinsed
  salt, to taste
  pepper, to taste
 2  tablespoons finely chopped fresh  
   parsley 
 2  tablespoons finely chopped fresh dill
  Gremolata (optional)
Gremolata:
 1  tablespoon minced fresh parsley 
 1  tablespoon minced fresh dill
 2  cloves garlic, minced
 1  teaspoon grated lemon peel
Coarsely chop beets; set aside.

In large saucepan, heat oil over medium 
heat. Add onions; cook about 5 minutes, or 
until softened. Add carrots, sweet potato and 
garlic. Cook 3-5 minutes, or until vegetables 
begin to soften, stirring occasionally.

Add zucchini, broth and seasoned salt, if 
desired. Bring to boil. Reduce heat and simmer, 
partially covered, about 15 minutes, or until 
vegetables are tender. Add chickpeas; heat 
through. Season, to taste, with salt and pepper.

To prepare Gremolata: In small bowl, 
combine all ingredients.

Stir in parsley and dill. Stir in beets. Serve 
immediately; top with Gremolata, if desired.

German Potato Salad Soup
Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 15 minutes
Servings: 4
 1  cup chopped onion
 1  cup chopped red bell  
   pepper
 1  tablespoon olive oil
 2  cans (15 ounces each)  
   READ German Potato  
   Salad, chopped
 1  bottle (12 ounces) light  
   beer
 3/4  cup reduced-sodium, fat- 
   free chicken broth
 6  ounces (1 cup) diced  
   ham, smoked turkey or  
   sliced smoked sausage  
   (optional)
 1/2  teaspoon salt (optional)
 1/4  teaspoon pepper
 1  tablespoon chopped  
   parsley
  rye croutons (optional)
  crumbled bacon  
   (optional)
In Dutch oven or 3-quart saucepan over 
medium heat, cook onion and bell pepper in 
oil until onion starts to brown, 5-7 minutes, 
stirring occasionally.

Add potato salad, beer, broth and meat, 
if desired, and stir to combine. Bring to 
boil, reduce heat and simmer, uncovered, 
10 minutes, stirring occasionally. Add salt, 
if desired, pepper and parsley.

Serve topped with rye croutons and 
bacon, if desired.

Bacon-Apple Red Cabbage Soup

Rustic Vegetable Beet Soup German Potato Salad Soup

Tex-Mex Bean and Butternut Squash Stew
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Police seek info in hit and run

Tim Bauer

The Cedar Springs Board of Education 
held a special meeting on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 19, to interview applicants for two va-
cancies left by the resignations of Michelle 
Bayink and Ted Sabinas at the last regular 
board meeting Monday, December 11.

The board advertised for applications for 
the positions in last week’s paper, and the 
deadline was Monday December 18. The 
advertisement did not say there would be a 
special board meeting on December 19, and 
the Post was not present because we were 
not notified that a special meeting had been 
scheduled for the interviews.

The board did video the meeting, although 
some of it was hard to hear due to quite a bit 
of background noise and some board mem-
bers not speaking into the microphone.

The board interviewed 10 candidates for 
the position, and chose Tim Bauer and Traci 
Slager to fill the two open seats through the 
end of this year. Bauer is replacing Bayink, 
and Slager is replacing Sabinas. 

The board liked the answers provided by 
both candidates, although Heidi Reed did 
express some concern that Slager had not 
been around the board. She did still vote 
yes, however.

Bauer and Slager can run as candidates in 
the fall if they would like to for one of four 
open positions. There will be two six-year 
positions open with Brooke Nichols and Pa-
tricia Eary’s seats coming up for reelection; 
one four-year seat (for Ted Sabinas’ seat); 
and one two-year seat for the one vacated 
by Michelle Bayink.

The two were sworn in at the end of the 
meeting. The board will hold their reorgani-
zational meeting in January 15 at 6:45 p.m.

Traci Slager

Brison Ricker passes away
By Judy Reed

Brison and his younger brother, Preston.

Brison Ricker (left) playing soccer for the Red Hawk Varsity Soccer team in the fall of 
2015, before he began showing symptoms of brain cancer. Courtesy photo.

Brison Ricker at age 9, with his father, Brian. He played soccer 
and was training for the Riverbank Run. Courtesy photo.

By all accounts, Brison 
Ricker, 16, was a fighter. But 
his fight with DIPG, a rare and 
deadly childhood brain tumor 
called Diffuse Intrinsic Pontine 
glioma (DIPG), came to an end 
Saturday morning, December 
23, when he passed into the 
arms of his Lord and Savior.

Brison, the son of Brian and 
Kim Ricker, of Nelson Town-
ship, and brother to Preston, 
14, was a happy, athletic, 
well-liked teen with a strong 
faith in Jesus Christ. Before 
his symptoms began in the fall 
of 2015, he loved riding dirt 
bikes with Preston, and play-
ing soccer. According to Kim, 
Brison raced motocross and 
supercross, and came in sec-
ond place in the state for the 
two classes he raced in. He also 
was on the Varsity soccer team 
as a freshman that fall and vot-
ed offensive player of the year.

Brison also loved to run; the 

Post ran a story on Brison in 2010 
when he was nine years old and a 
third grader at Beach Elementary. 
He was training to run the River-
bank run—and his dad was going 
to run with him. 

In 2012, we reported he won 
first place for boys in the 55m 
dash at Cedar View, as well as 
first place in the 100m dash for 
11-12-year old boys at the Her-
shey Track and Field meet that 
summer.

Brison’s symptoms started 
around Thanksgiving 2015—diz-
ziness and blurred vision. By Jan-
uary he had a diagnosis of DIPG, 
which is nearly always fatal and 
lacks an effective treatment, ac-
cording to Stanford University. 

According to a news article 
from Stanford’s medicine news, 
DIPG affects 200-400 school-
aged children in the United States 
each year and has a five-year sur-
vival rate of less than 1 percent; 

half of patients die within nine 
months of diagnosis. Radiation 
gives only a temporary reprieve 
from the tumor’s growth. In addi-
tion, it is inoperable.

By June of 2016, their oncol-
ogist advised them to bring in 
hospice because there was noth-
ing more they could do. It was 
then that Kim and Brian sought 
alternative treatment for Brison 
through the Burzynski Clinic. 

RickeR - continues on page 13
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LORI VISSER, Your LOCAL Travel Agent (616) 263-1777
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Saint Sylvester’s Day, 
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Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 36 years

Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060
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Collision & Mechanical Centers

Wishing you all the best from

“You are never too old to set another goal 
or to dream a new dream.” -C.S. Lewis

Happy New Year 2018

Greenville Location:  
(616) 754-0307
12700 Old 14 Mile Rd NE | Greenville 
Monday–Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

Cedar Springs Location:  
(616) 696-1830
13399 White Creek Ave NE | Cedar Springs 
Monday–Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

Post travels to California
Solon Township residents Ken and TJ Norris got a great 

gift from friends in Southern California over the Christ-
mas weekend: a visit to warm weather! The daytime tem-
peratures were in the low 70s but it got cold (by Southern 
California  standards) at night—the low 50s. This photo is 
taken at Point Magu beach, just south of Ventura.

Thanks so much to Ken and TJ for taking us with you!
Are you going on vacation? Take the Post with you and 

snap some photos. Then send them to us with some info to 
news@cedarspringspost.com or mail them to Post trav-
els, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. We will be 
looking for yours!

Jumpstart those 
resolutions 
Financial resource fairs coming to 
Michigan
By Mona Shand, Michigan News connection

For those who list getting into better financial shape 
among their goals for 2018, experts are coming to com-
munities across the state to help connect people with the 
resources they need to be financially fit.

The Community Economic Development Association of 
Michigan is organizing 39 different “Show Me the Money 
Day” events around the state in January and February. 

They’re offering free assistance on a variety of topics 
from applying for college financial aid to budgeting to buy-
ing a house. 

The closest event to us is one in Greenville on Thursday, 
February 15, from 4-8 p.m. at Greenville High School, 111 
N. Hillcrest, Greenville, Mich. 48838.

Allyson Brooks, a financial empowerment associate with 
CEDAM, said they’re a way to kick off tax season and 
promote opportunities to increase income and build assets. 
“Even getting free tax assistance can save a low-to-moder-
ate-income family thousands of dollars per year,” Brooks 
said. “And that’s really what it’s all about, is putting the 
money back in Michigan families’ wallets.”

Information on where and when to find these events is 
at ShowMeTheMoneyDay.org. 

Brooks said the goal is to put all the financial resourc-
es people will need at different stages of their lives in one 
place, because she said in a financial pinch, it’s too easy to 
make the wrong decision. 

“Payday lending, using pawn shops as a resource,” she 
cited as examples. “So one thing we want to do is make sure 
that everything is in one spot, the financial mainstream is 
accessible for everyone.”

Last year, more than 3,000 Michiganders attended Show 
Me The Money Day events.

For more information or to RSVP to the Greenville event, 
you send an email or visit the facebook event. Email Darcy 
at darcy.brown@liveunitedm-i.org or Nikki at nkwiatkows-
ki@liveunitedm-i.org for more information or visit https://
www.facebook.com/events/839611289551822/.

Kent County could lose Toys for 
Tots program
By Judy Reed

It was the biggest year ever for the Toys for Tots 
program here in Kent County, according to Kelly 
VanderLaan, a volunteer with Toys for Tots. But that 
high point could be a bittersweet end to the program that 
has brought so much joy to thousands of underprivileged 
children here in Kent County.

Next year the headquarters for A Col, 1st BN, 24th Marines 
is moving to Battle Creek, an hour and a half away, which 
means there will be no Marines here to help with the Ma-
rine-based Toys for Tots program. 

So the Kent County Toys for Tots is turning to the commu-
nity for help.

“It is certainly not unusual for a Toys for Tots program to be 

run exclusively by a community committee, under the direc-
tion and scrutiny of the National Toys for Tots Foundation,” it 
says in a post on their Facebook page. “Our Committee con-
tains several members who have been doing this program for 
well over 20 years, and some over 30 years. However, the 
fact is that we face some huge hurdles to continue this pro-
gram. The Marine manpower and a permanent home are the 
biggest hurdles, but there are others. The Marines generate a 
lot of support that civilians do not. We also struggle with the 
desperate need for a permanent home. We need a lot of space 
(10,000 square feet and a loading dock) for a short period of 
time (8-10 weeks). It has been our biggest challenge every 
year.”

If you would like to see Toys for Tots continue, share your 
ideas to help them meet the challenges they are facing. You 
can send them an email at kentcountytoysfortots@gmail.com 
or comment on their Facebook page at https://www.facebook.
com/Kent-County-MI-Toys-for-Tots-179441572083482/.
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Holiday Hours

 Our regular hours will resume on January 2, 2018
M-TH 10am-5pm • Friday 10am-2pm

The POST will be closed
New Years day 1/1/2018

We are growing! 
Seeking a candidate to fill our Community Liaison position to 
cover the Big Rapids, Newaygo & Cedar Springs territory with 
The Brook Retirement Communities.

The Brook Retirement Communities is an Assisted & Independent Living 
Senior Communities serving all of rural Michigan with 11 locations.

Part time – 14-18 Hours per week (Flexible Work Schedule)

Job requirement:

•  Good organizational skills, strong verbal and written communication 
skills, basic computer skills.

•  Excellent customer service principles and professionalism.

•  Compassion, patience and knowledge of working with the elderly.

•  Ability to develop and manage relationships with key referral organi-
zations, agencies, business community and individuals. Coordinate 
events and meetings and work directly with our management team.

•  Reliable transportation required.  Pay commensurate with experi-
ence and qualification.

To apply, send resume to 
kim@brookretirement.org

EOE

Winter is here: sign up 
for incident notifications

Michigan legislators missed fewer votes 
in 2017

Armed robbery suspect arrested

Antoon Defrens

A man suspected of com-
mitting four armed robber-
ies in three counties during 
the month of December was 
arrested last week by police.

According to F/Lt. Kev-
in Sweeney, the Michigan 
State Police Lakeview Post 
has been investigating a se-
ries of armed robberies in 
Montcalm and Ionia Coun-
ties over the last few weeks. 
Investigations by detectives 
led to the arrest of the sus-

pect in the early morning 
hours of December 22, after 
a short vehicle pursuit.

Antoon Defrens, 41, of 
Sheridan, was arrested and 
lodged in the Montcalm 
County jail. He is suspect-
ed of robbng the Belding 
Party Store in Ionia Coun-
ty on Saturday, December 
9; the Sheridan Marathon 
Gas Station in Montcalm 
County on December 12; 
the Gowen General Store in 

Montcalm County on De-
cember 16; and the Rock-
ford Marathon Gas Station 
in Kent County on Thurs-
day, December 21.

Defrens is charged with 
two counts of armed rob-
bery and two counts of flee-
ing and eluding for the rob-
beries in Montcalm County. 
Charges in the third and 
fourth robberies, in Ionia 
and Kent Counties, are still 
pending.

Michigan’s 38 senators 
and 110 representatives 
missed 1,153 roll call votes 
in 2017 according to the 
Missed Votes Report com-
piled by Jack McHugh, ed-
itor of MichiganVotes.org.

Six senators and two rep-
resentatives each missed 50 
or more votes in 2017, led 
by Coleman Young II in the 
Senate and LaTanya Garrett 
in the House, who failed to 
vote 144 times and 95 times, 
respectively. There were 15 
senators and 85 representa-
tives who missed no votes 
this year, including Rep. 
Rob Verheulen and Sen. Pe-
ter MacGregor, the Repre-
sentative and Senator for the 
Cedar Springs area.

The 1,153 missed votes in 
2017 is down from 1,228 in 
2016, but is up in percentage 
terms because fewer roll call 
votes were taken.

Excluding purely proce-
dural votes, the Senate vot-

ed 570 times in 2017 and 
the House 511 times, for a 
total of 1,081 roll call votes 
by the entire Legislature. In 
2016 there were 1,614 roll 
call votes taken by both 
bodies.

The number of missed 
votes has fallen dramati-
cally since the 2001-2002 
Legislature, which was the 
first session covered by 
MichiganVotes.org. Over 
that two-year period, indi-
vidual Michigan lawmakers 
failed to cast a roll call vote 
21,162 times.

“Legislators’ habits 
changed almost immediate-
ly when MichiganVotes.org 
began making this informa-
tion easily accessible to vot-
ers,” McHugh said.

The full Missed Votes 
report can be viewed at 
www.michiganvotes.org/
missedvotes.aspx and can 
be sorted by name or by the 
number of missed votes. By 
clicking on a legislator’s 
name, users can see a brief, 
plain-English description of 

the actual votes he or she 
missed. Missed vote totals 
for previous sessions can be 
viewed by entering a differ-
ent date range.

McHugh noted that in 
most cases, missed votes 
occur when other demands 
within the legislative pro-
cess call a lawmaker off 
the floor for a few minutes 
or when serious family or 
personal issues require an 
absence of an entire day or 
longer.

“Legislators are people, 
too,” McHugh said. “No 
one should jump to conclu-
sions or assume bad faith, 
but voters have a right to 
ask why a lawmaker missed 
a large number of votes.”

While the missed votes 
report is a popular year-end 
feature, McHugh notes it is 
just a small piece of Michi-
ganVotes.org’s capabilities.

“MichiganVotes.org was 
excited this year to add a 
new ‘golden button’ feature 
that gives users one-click 
access (plus entering their 

zip code) to a list of how the 
lawmakers who represent 
their community voted on 
the most meaningful mea-
sures of the current legisla-
ture,” McHugh said. “This 
is something users always 
said they wanted, and now 
it’s here.” McHugh add-
ed that the site produces a 
free weekly roll call report 
for reporters showing how 
their own local state legisla-
tors voted on key bills (also 
posted on Mackinac.org 
every week). Power-users 
can subscribe to free emails 
every session day showing 
actions taken on issue areas 
they indicate.”

MichiganVotes.org is 
searchable and sortable by 
legislator, category, key-
word and more. It contains 
descriptions of more than 
30,000 bills introduced 

Fast facts:
• MDOT’s West Michigan Traffic Operations Cen-

ter (WMTOC) provides free county-tailored traf-
fic notices for US, M and I routes via e-mail and 
text messages.

• From November 2016 to March 2017, the WM-
TOC recorded 556 incidents.

• The WMTOC serves 13 counties: Allegan, Barry, 
Ionia, Kent, Lake, Mason, Mecosta, Montcalm, 
Muskegon, Newaygo, Oceana, Osceola, and Ot-
tawa.

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation 
(MDOT) partners with law 
enforcement, first respond-
ers and dispatch centers to 
provide quick and effective 
response times for traffic 
incident management and 
notification. One of the 
goals of the West Michigan 
Traffic Operations Center 
(WMTOC) is to alert driv-
ers about lane-blocking 
incidents on US, M and 
I routes as soon as possi-
ble. Well-informed drivers 
can make better decisions 
to ease congestion and in-
crease safety. In addition 
to providing traffic impact 
information on MDOT’s Mi 
Drive website and roadside 
message signs, the WMTOC 
provides county-by-coun-
ty notifications. To sign 
up for free county-tailored 
traffic alerts, which can 
also include alerts for traf-
fic restrictions due to con-
struction and maintenance 
activities, go to: http://bit.
ly/14ucwY2.

“Our objective is to re-
duce everyone’s exposure 
to lane-blocking events,” 
said WMTOC Operations 
Manager Suzette Peplinski. 

“We constantly monitor our 
notification process with the 
unending goal of improv-
ing our response times for 
the motoring public. Since 
2015, we have improved 
our notification response 
time by 22 percent.”

MDOT’s Mi Drive traffic 
information website www.

michigan.gov/drive pro-
vides 78 traffic cameras in 
Allegan, Barry, Kent, Os-
ceola, Ottawa, and Mason 
counties. This offers motor-
ists a chance to view weath-
er and traffic conditions in 
real time before they get 
behind the wheel.
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PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 
Web: www.pioneercrc.org

Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM
Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM

Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
 Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

Worship: Sunday 10:00 am 
Nursery & Children’s Church during message
*Youth - Sunday 11:30 am-12:30 pm *Tuesday - Celebrate Recovery 6:30-8:30 pm
*Wednesday - Kidzone & Grief Share 6-7:30 pm *Thursday - Open Prayer 6-7:30 pm

St. John Paul II Parish
A Welcoming Catholic Church

3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2-mqa.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Service Time: 10 am Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Senior Pastor, Rev. Chadrick Brown
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

10 am Sunday worship  (616)784-1111
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont
(corner of Pine Island, 1/4 mile west of Exit 95 of US 131)

www.holyspiritbelmont.org
New Ideas, Traditional Worship

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church
10 am Sunday worship

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm 

(Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

B/W PAGE

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Rev. Karen Sorden
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided
Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(since 1946) Non-Denominational • pentecostal Grace

180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am

Sunday Night ..... 6pm 
pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

sunday Worship: 11 aM
enhanced fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
coumc.weebly.com

Pastor: Rev. Kim DeLong

From the Pulpit

Do you know that Saturday is the Sabbath?
To learn more about 
the Sabbath and the 
truth of the bible visit

The Church of God
Fellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209 www.cogfgomi.org

By: Rev. Mike Shiery
PilgRiM BiBle ChuRCh

A New BegiNNiNg
One of the most beautiful promises found in God’s Word 

comes late in the Bible. In Revelation 21:5 God says, “Be-
hold, I make all things new.” Obviously He is speaking of 
a coming time in Heaven when the curse of sin is abol-
ished and all the imperfections of time are replaced by the 
perfections of eternity in God’s Presence. And certainly, to 
every believer, that is a glorious promise. There will be no 
more sin, sorrow, or suffering. Pain and problems will be 
replaced joy and jubilation. 

But in the meantime, we are still ensconced in a world of 
woe. There are many things which trouble and confound us 

BRiSON ChRiSTOPheR RiCKeR
Brison Christopher Ricker of Cedar Springs, Michigan, age 
16, passed away on the morning of Saturday, December 23, 
2017, after a brave & courageous battle with DIPG brain 
cancer. He was surrounded by his family in the comfort 
of his home, and rests now, comfortably in the arms of his 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. Born on January 4, 2001, 
Brison grew up in Cedar Springs and attended Cedar Springs 
High School. He was outgoing and driven by his faith in 
everything he did—always striving for greatness. Brison 
raced motocross, and played soccer and basketball. He loved 
watching sports too. Brison had a great sense of humor and 
a kind heart to match. He was an incredible and loving son, 
wonderful brother and best friend, grandson and teammate, 
and was loved by so many. Brison leaves behind his parents 
Brian and Kimberly (Morris) Ricker; brother Preston Ricker; 
grandparents Kathryn (Gary Burger) Ricker, Joe (Gail) 
Ricker; Mark Sheldon; uncle Mark Ricker; and many special 
friends. He was preceded in death by his grandmother Deb 
Sheldon. The funeral service for Brison will be celebrated by 
Pastors Julian Newman and Dawn Damon at 12:00 p.m. on 
Saturday, December 30, 2017, at Resurrection Life Church, 
3233 10 Mile Road NE, Rockford, MI 49341. Relatives and 
friends may call on the family during a time of visitation from 
10:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. at the church. Those wishing to 
offer an expression of sympathy are encouraged to make a 
memorial contribution to Brison’s family to assist them with 
funeral expenses. Brison will be laid to rest in Elmwood 
Cemetery, Cedar Springs, Michigan.
Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home, Rockford
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**

Publish Your
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for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit 
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.

which are out of our control. Old age and death are an in-
evitable challenge which lurk in the future mists of our life. 
Other troubling concepts loom over us which we would like 
to avoid, but are powerless to change.

However, at this time of the year when many people are 
taking stock of their lives and finding themselves dissatis-
fied, there is hope for change in at least one area.

God does not have to wait for Heaven to make a new 
person out of us. The message of the Gospel is that Christ 
came to give us abundant life and that starts in the here and 
now. He came down to our level in order to lift us up to 
His. Ephesians chapter 2 says that God has raised believers 
up together in Christ. And all of those believers were one 
time sinners in need of a Savior. This act of salvation is not 
achieved in our own strength but rather in Jesus. 

Perhaps someone reading these words is taking invento-
ry of their spiritual life and feeling hopeless. Allow me to 
point you to Jesus. He can step into your life and fix the 
things that are broken. This can be the moment when you 
become a new person in Christ. After all, he specializes in 
things thought impossible, and that includes fixing the mess 
we’ve made out of our lives.

As Gloria Gaither wrote years ago: 
Something beautiful, something good --

All my confusion He understood; 
All I had to offer Him

Was brokenness and strife, 
But He made something beautiful of my life.
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What counts is 
not the number 

of hours you 
put in, but how 
much you put 
in the hours.

Whatsoever thy hand findeth 
to do, do it with they might...

Ecclesiastes 9:10a

From God’s Little instruction Book- Honor Books

Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

Every Life Tells A Story...

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 yearsIndependently Family Owned and Operated for Over 50 years!

SCOTT l. CASe
Scott L. Case of Cedar Springs, Michigan, 
age 58, passed away on Sunday, December 
24, 2017. He was born to Ross and Vera 
(Towsley) Case on December 14, 1959, 
in Grand Rapids, Michigan. Scott was an 
avid outdoorsman who enjoyed spending 
time with his family. He understood the 
value of hard work and passed that on to his 
children. Scott is survived by his beloved 
wife of over 25 years Melissa M. (Lund) 
Case; loving children Scott Case Jr., Craig 
Lund, Colton (Sam Streeter) Case, and 
Caleb Case; granddaughter Ashlyn and 
siblings Ross, Corrine, Ron, and Mary. He 
was preceded in death by both parents and 
best friend Charlie Hyke. There will be a 
time of visitation from 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 
p.m. and from 6:00 p.m. until 7:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, December 28, 2017, at Pederson 
Funeral Home, 127 N. Monroe Street 
NE, Rockford, MI 49341. There will be a 
Praying of the Rosary following visitation 
at 7:30 p.m. The mass of Christian burial 
for Scott will be celebrated at 11:00 a.m. 
on Friday, December 29, 2017, at St. John 
Paul II Catholic Church, 3110 17 Mile Rd 
NE, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. Fr. Lam will 
be presiding. There will also be a one hour 
visitation prior to the service.
Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home, 
Rockford
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lAuRA SMiTh
Laura Smith age 87 of Sand Lake passed 
away December 22, 2017 at Spectrum Health 
Butterworth Campus. She was born May 6, 
1930 in Courtland Township the daughter 
of Albert and Grace (Stewart) Becker.  
During her working years she worked as a 
seamstress as well as working in a factory for 
several years. She enjoyed sewing, plastic 
canvas, crafts, camping, fishing, gardening 
and swinging on the swing in the front 
yard. Surviving are her children, Dan (Jane) 
Smith of Pierson, Margaret Merritt of Sand 
Lake, Sandra (Harold – Trez) McConnell 
of Sparta, Edward (Karin) Smith Jr. of 
Ohio, Randy (Roxie) Smith of Texas, John 
(Cheryl) Smith of Sand Lake, Lori (Scott) 
Wesche of Howard City; 16 grandchildren; 
21 great-grandchildren and two great-great-
grandchildren; one sister, Martha Parker; 
one brother, Kenneth Becker; a sister-in-law 
Dorothy Briggs; several nieces and nephews. 
She was preceded in death by her parents, 
husband Edward, and seven brothers and 
sisters. The family greeted friends on 
Wednesday from 2-4 and 6-8 p.m. and prior 
to services on Thursday. Funeral services 
will take place on Thursday at 11:00 a.m. at 
the Heckman Funeral Home in Howard City 
with Pastor Richard Nichols officiating with 
burial in the Pierson Cemetery. Luncheon at 
12 noon to 2 pm at the Sand Lake VFW. In 
lieu of flowers gift donations can be made in 
Laura’s honor at Howard City Action Center, 
132 E. Edgerton, Howard City, MI 49329.

Arrangements by Heckman Funeral Home, 
Howard City

DOlOReS MARie SYMON
Dolores Marie Symon, 86, of Cedar Springs, 
Michigan passed away on Thursday, 
December 21, 2017. Dolores was born on 
July 18, 1931, in Flint, Michigan to Emanuel 
(Pudge) and Marie Arndt. Her husband of 
64 years, is Burton Edward Symon, and 
their children are: Chuck and Liza Symon, 
Jim and (Carol) Nauta, David and Debbie 
Symon, Laurie (Symon) Eaton, Harry and 
(Karen) Williams, and Craig and (Mary) 
Meyer. She had 13 grandchildren and 19 
great-grandchildren. Her favorite saying 
was “Be Nice.” Her children are planning a 
celebration of her life this coming spring at 
Chippewa Lake Michigan. 
According to the wishes of Dolores, 
arrangements have been entrusted to Simply 
Cremations in Grand Rapids, Michigan.
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Never pass up a 
chance to keep 

your mouth 
shut.

Even a fool, when he holdeth his 
peace, is counted wise: and he 

that shutteth his lips is esteemed 
a man of understanding.

Proverbs 17:28



Diary of a snow shoveler
December 8: 6:00 p.m. The first snow of the season. My 

wife and I sat for hours watching the huge soft flakes drift 
down from heaven. So romantic we felt like newlyweds 
again. I love snow!

December 9: Woke to a beautiful blanket of crystal white 
snow. Moving here was the best idea I’ve ever had. Shov-
eled for the first time in years and felt like a boy again. The 
snow plow came along and covered up the sidewalks and 
closed in the driveway, so I got to shovel again. 

December 12:The sun melted all our lovely snow. My 
neighbor Bob said not to worry, we’ll have so much snow 
by the end of winter that I’ll never want to see snow again.

December 14: It snowed 8” last night. The temperature 
dropped to 20F. The cold makes everything sparkle so. I 
warmed up by shoveling the driveway and sidewalks. The 
snowplow came back and buried everything again. I didn’t 
realize I would have to do quite this much shoveling.

December 15: 12-14 inches forecast. Sold my van and 
bought a 4x4 Blazer. Bought 2 extra shovels. My wife 
wants a wood stove in case the electricity goes out. I think 
that’s silly.

December 16: Ice storm this morning. Fell on my butt on 
the ice in the driveway putting down salt. Hurt like heck. 
My wife laughed for an hour, which I think was cruel.

December 17: Roads too icy to go anywhere. Electrici-
ty’s been off for 5 hours. Piled blankets on to stay warm. 
Guess I should’ve bought a wood stove, but won’t admit it 
to her. I hate it when she’s right.

December 20: Electricity’s back on, but had another 14 
inches of the white stuff last night. More shoveling. Stu-
pid snowplow came by twice. Called the only hardware 
store around about buying a snow blower and they’re out. 
Might have another shipment in March. I think they’re ly-
ing. Bob says I have to shovel or the city will have it done 
and bill me. I think he’s lying.

December 22: 13 more inches of the white crap fell to-
day, and it’s so cold it probably won’t melt till August. 
Tried to hire Bob who has a plow on his truck for the rest 
of the winter; but he says he’s too busy. I think the jerk is 
lying.

December 23: Only 2” of snow today and it warmed up 
to 0. My wife wanted me to decorate the front of the house 
this morning. Why didn’t she tell me to do that a month 
ago? She says she did but I think she’s lying.

December 24: Snow packed so hard by snowplow, I 
broke the shovel. Thought I was having a heart attack. If 
I ever catch the idiot who drives that snowplow, I’ll drag 
him through the snow. I know he hides around the corner 
and waits for me to finish shoveling and then he comes 
down the street at a 100 mph and throws snow all over 
where I’ve just been! Tonight my wife wanted me to sing 
Christmas carols with her and open our presents, but I was 
busy watching for the stinkin’ snowplow.

December 25: Merry Christmas. Snowed in. I hate the 
snow! The snowplow driver came by asking for a donation 
and I hit him over the head with my shovel. My wife says 
I have a bad attitude. I think she’s an idiot.

December 26: Still snowed in. Why did I ever move 
here? It was all HER idea. She’s really getting on my 
nerves.

December 27: Temperature dropped to -30 and the pipes 
froze. December 29: 10 more inches. Bob says I have to 
shovel the roof or it could cave-in. That’s the silliest thing 
I ever heard. 

December 30:  Roof caved in. The snow plow driver is 
suing me for $100,000 for the bump on his head. My wife 
went home to her mother. 9 inches predicted.

December 31: Set fire to what’s left of the house. No 
more shoveling!

January 8: I feel so good. I just love those little white 
pills they keep giving me. Why am I tied to the bed?
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeek

Arts/entertAinment
HHometown

Happenings
Hometown Happenings articles are a community service 
for	 non-profit	 agencies	 only.	 Due	 to	 popular	 demand	
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles.	Deadline	for	articles	 is	Monday	at	5	p.m.	This	 is	
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name 
and phone number for any questions we may have.

SPENCER TOWNSHIP BRANCH
14960 Meddler Ave.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday & Wednesday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 5:00 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM

Library
Directory

follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/
cedarspringspost

B/W PAGE

We have 

something for

everyone!

ced@llcoop.org
www.cedarspringslibrary.org
fb: cedarspringspubliclibrary

616-696-1910
107 N Main Street

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

MON - FRI 10 - 6
SATURDAY 9 - 12

Cedar Springs Community 

Library

YOUR hOMeTOwN

NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM

Kent theatre
DIGITAL Movies at the

now Showing

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 9

showtimes:
thursday: 6:00Pm *
Friday: 3:00pm • 6:00pm *
saturday:  3:00pm • 6:00pm *
*winter hours - no 9Pm shows!

december 28 • 29 • 30

Closed 

deC. 31

Coming soon:

Jan. 5-7

Movie Tickets ONLY $3.00

Jan. 12-14

Countdown to “Happy Noon” Year!
Dec. 30: We’re giving kids an exciting way to ring in 2018 
with a countdown, noisemakers, crafts and fun – at an hour 
that won’t keep them up way past their bedtimes. Saturday, 
December 30th at 11:30 am at the Nelson Township/Sand 
Lake KDL Branch, 88 Eighth St. #52

God’s Kitchen in Cedar Springs
Jan. 2,9,16,23,30: Join us for dinner every Tuesday. God’s 
Kitchen – Cedar Springs welcomes families from Northern 
Kent County and the surrounding area to a Tuesday Evening 
Meal. No charge – no registration required!  Served from 
5:30 – 6:30 pm at the St. John Paul II Parish, 3110 – 17 
Mile Rd., Cedar Springs. For more information, call the 
Church office at 616-696-3904. #52

TOPS weight loss support group
Jan. 2: Need help keeping your New Year’s Resolution? 
Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit weight loss 
support group for men and women, meets every Tuesday at 
the Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sand Lake. Your first 
visit is free so come check out what TOPS can do to help you 
reach your weigh loss goals! Weigh-ins 8:15-9am, meeting 
starts at 9:15am. In case of inclement weather, meetings 
are cancelled if Tri-County or Cedar Springs schools are 
closed. Call Martha at 696-1039 for more information. #52

Explore MCC’s Kenneth J. Lehman 
Nature Trails
Montcalm Community College’s Kenneth J. Lehman 
Nature Trails are open to the public from dawn until dusk, 
365 days a year. There is no charge to visit these beautiful 
trails winding through forests, grasslands and wetlands. 
More than four miles of trails are marked with numbered 
trail posts and maps are available at most major trail 
heads. For more information, please email naturetrails@
montcalm.edu or call MCC Biology Instructor Heather 
Wesp 989-328-1270. #52

ANSWeRS - on page 13
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FAMILY FEATURES 

When cooler temperatures call for something to warm you up, good, old-fashioned 
soups and stews may be just what you need.

You can create delicious, steaming pots that taste like they’re straight out of mom’s kitchen 
with flavorful, convenient ingredients such as Aunt Nellie’s Pickled Beets and READ Salads 
to help streamline preparation. With these contemporary recipes, you’re in and out of the 
kitchen in under an hour without any long simmering required. 

Find more recipes to warm yourself from the inside out at AuntNellies.com and 
READsalads.com.

Bacon-Apple Red Cabbage Soup
Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 20 minutes 
Servings: 4
 2 slices thick-cut bacon, chopped
 1 medium red onion, chopped (about 1/2 cup)
 1 clove garlic, minced
 1 jar (16 ounces) Aunt Nellie’s Sweet & Sour Red Cabbage, not drained
 2 cups low-sodium, fat-free chicken or vegetable broth
 1 medium apple, chopped (about 1 cup), plus additional for garnish (optional)
 1/4 teaspoon ground cinnamon (optional) 
 1/8 teaspoon ground allspice (optional)
 1/8 teaspoon ground cloves (optional) 
  plain yogurt or sour cream (optional)
  crumbled cooked bacon (optional)
In large saucepan or Dutch oven over medium heat, cook bacon 2-3 minutes, or until cooked 
through and crisp. Remove bacon from skillet; reserve. Drain drippings; return 1 tablespoon to 
pan; discard remaining drippings. 

Add onion to pan. Cook about 2 minutes, until tender, stirring frequently. Add garlic; cook 
and stir about 30 seconds. Add red cabbage and liquid from jar, broth and chopped apple. Stir 
in cinnamon, allspice and cloves. Bring to boil. Reduce heat and simmer, covered, 10 minutes. 
Add water, 1/2 cup at a time, if soup is too thick. Add bacon to pan. Continue simmering about 
3-5 minutes, until apples are tender and soup reaches desired consistency.

Spoon into bowl. Garnish with apples, yogurt and crumbled bacon, if desired.

Tex-Mex Bean and  
Butternut Squash Stew
Prep time: 30 minutes
Cook time: 10 minutes 
Servings: 4
Stew:
 1  can (15 ounces) READ Southwestern  
   Bean Salad, divided
 1  teaspoon ground cumin
 1/4-1/2  teaspoon chipotle chili powder
 1  clove garlic, chopped
 2  cups cubed or chopped butternut  
   squash, fresh or frozen (about 1/2- 
   3/4-inch pieces) 
 1  can (14 1/2 ounces) no-salt-added  
   diced tomatoes
 1 1/2  cups low-sodium vegetable or chicken  
   broth
 1  teaspoon lime zest, plus additional  
   for garnish (optional)
  Chipotle-Lime Crema
  chopped cilantro (optional)
Chipotle-Lime Crema:
 1/4  cup plain nonfat yogurt or sour cream
 1  teaspoon lime zest
 1/8  teaspoon chipotle chili powder
To prepare stew: Place half of canned bean salad, 
cumin, chili powder and garlic into bowl of  
food processor. Puree until blended but still 
slightly chunky.

Add remaining bean salad to large saucepan. 
Stir in butternut squash, tomatoes, broth,  
pureed bean salad mixture and lime zest. Bring to 
boil. Reduce heat and simmer 10 minutes,  
or until squash is tender and stew reaches  
desired thickness. 

To prepare crema: In small bowl, combine 
yogurt, lime zest and chili powder. 

Serve topped with Chipotle-Lime Crema, 
cilantro and lime zest, if desired. 
Notes: If using frozen butternut squash, add 
to stew during last 2-3 minutes of cooking to 
prevent overcooking. Orange zest can be used 
instead of lime zest, if desired. Recipe can  
be doubled.

Rustic Vegetable Beet Soup
Prep time: 30 minutes
Cook time: 15 minutes
Servings: 6
 1  jar (16 ounces) Aunt Nellie’s Whole  
   Pickled Beets, drained
 2  tablespoons olive oil
 2  medium onions, coarsely chopped
 2  medium carrots, coarsely chopped
 1 medium sweet potato, peeled and  
   chopped
 2  large cloves garlic, minced
 2  zucchinis (about 5 ounces each),  
   coarsely chopped
 2  cans (about 14 ounces each)  
   vegetable broth
 1  teaspoon seasoned salt (optional)
 1  can (15 1/2 ounces) chickpeas,  
   drained and rinsed
  salt, to taste
  pepper, to taste
 2  tablespoons finely chopped fresh  
   parsley 
 2  tablespoons finely chopped fresh dill
  Gremolata (optional)
Gremolata:
 1  tablespoon minced fresh parsley 
 1  tablespoon minced fresh dill
 2  cloves garlic, minced
 1  teaspoon grated lemon peel
Coarsely chop beets; set aside.

In large saucepan, heat oil over medium 
heat. Add onions; cook about 5 minutes, or 
until softened. Add carrots, sweet potato and 
garlic. Cook 3-5 minutes, or until vegetables 
begin to soften, stirring occasionally.

Add zucchini, broth and seasoned salt, if 
desired. Bring to boil. Reduce heat and simmer, 
partially covered, about 15 minutes, or until 
vegetables are tender. Add chickpeas; heat 
through. Season, to taste, with salt and pepper.

To prepare Gremolata: In small bowl, 
combine all ingredients.

Stir in parsley and dill. Stir in beets. Serve 
immediately; top with Gremolata, if desired.

German Potato Salad Soup
Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 15 minutes
Servings: 4
 1  cup chopped onion
 1  cup chopped red bell  
   pepper
 1  tablespoon olive oil
 2  cans (15 ounces each)  
   READ German Potato  
   Salad, chopped
 1  bottle (12 ounces) light  
   beer
 3/4  cup reduced-sodium, fat- 
   free chicken broth
 6  ounces (1 cup) diced  
   ham, smoked turkey or  
   sliced smoked sausage  
   (optional)
 1/2  teaspoon salt (optional)
 1/4  teaspoon pepper
 1  tablespoon chopped  
   parsley
  rye croutons (optional)
  crumbled bacon  
   (optional)
In Dutch oven or 3-quart saucepan over 
medium heat, cook onion and bell pepper in 
oil until onion starts to brown, 5-7 minutes, 
stirring occasionally.

Add potato salad, beer, broth and meat, 
if desired, and stir to combine. Bring to 
boil, reduce heat and simmer, uncovered, 
10 minutes, stirring occasionally. Add salt, 
if desired, pepper and parsley.

Serve topped with rye croutons and 
bacon, if desired.

Bacon-Apple Red Cabbage Soup

Rustic Vegetable Beet Soup German Potato Salad Soup

Tex-Mex Bean and Butternut Squash Stew
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Congratulations on your Milestones of Success!

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1910 –
Hessel-Cheslek
F u n e r a l  H o m e

88 E. Division • Sparta
616-887-1761

Milestones of Success: 108 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1934 –
Bliss-Witters & Pike

F u n e r a l  H o m e
13603 Northland Dr. • Cedar Springs

616-696-1410
Milestones of Success: 84  years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1949 –
B&B Beauty Salon

&  B a r B e r S H o P
31 S. Main St. • Cedar Springs

616-696-1150
Milestones of Success: 69 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1953 –
Probst . . .

Floor Covering
326 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs

616-696-9340
Milestones of Success: 64 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1982 –
gould’s mini mart

14150 Cypress • Sand Lake
616-636-5539

Milestones of Success: 36 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1990 –
expressway 
autoauction

8930 Maple Hill (M-46) • Howard City
231-937-5868

Milestones of Success: 28 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1991 –
Cedar Springs 

m i l l  &  S u P P l y  i n C .
112 W. Beech St. • Cedar Springs

616-696-9740
Beginning 28 years of Service

ESTABLISHED IN

– 2007 –
all about 

Heating and Cooling
12505 Northland Dr. • Cedar Springs

616-824-6029
Milestones of Success: 11 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 2007 –
little Caesars

P i z z a
4116 17 Mile Rd. • Cedar Springs

616-696-9610
Milestones of Success: 11 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1860 –
denton & Sons
W e l l  d r i l l i n g

Milestones of Success: 158 years

Seventh Generation
8744 - 124th St. • Sand Lake 

616-636-5684

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1981 –
rockford Floor 
Covering, inc.

10704 Northland Dr. • Rockford
616-866-2748

Milestones of Success: 37 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 2006 –

Milestones of Success: 12 years

Kin of Hope
n a t u r a l  H e a l t H

90 N. Main St.• Cedar Springs
616-439-0890

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1992 –

Milestones of Success: 26 years

Cedar animal
H o S P i t a l

3705 Gentle Way • Cedar Springs
616-696-1212

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1982 –
J&r truck Parts

J & r  u - P u l l - i t
15730 Northland Dr. • Cedar Springs

616-696-1520
Milestones of Success: 36 years
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Congratulations on your Milestones of Success!

Kent theatre
8 N. Main St.• Cedar Springs

616-696-7469

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1932 –

Milestones of Success: 86 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1974 –
Cedar Cycle

Small engine rePair & SaleS
91 W. Ash St. • Cedar Springs

616-696-5141
Milestones of Success: 44 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1988 –
the Cedar Springs PoSt

n e W S P a P e r
36 E. Maple St. • Cedar Springs

616-696-3655
Milestones of Success: 30 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1971 –
Bassett's Body Shop

auto & Boat rePair
11896 Northland Dr. • Rockford

616-696-1347
Milestones of Success: 47 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1987 –
ray Winnie auto Sales
www.raywinnieautosales.com

121 W. Washington St. • Greenville
616-754-7195

Milestones of Success: 31 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 2000 –
grand rental Station

3575 14 Mile Rd. • Cedar Springs
616-866-7670

Milestones of Success: 18 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 2008 –
Cedar Car C0.

w w w . c e d a r c a r c o . c o m
12771 Northland Dr. • Cedar Springs

616-696-0100
Milestones of Success: 10 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1895 –
Fields mcKinley

Funeral & Cremation ServiCeS
www.fieldsmckinley.com

Grant  231-834-5613 Newaygo  231-652-5613
Milestones of Success: 123 years

– 1979 –
robinson Septic

1565 Dagget Rd. • Pierson
616-636-5565

Milestones of Success: 39 years

ESTABLISHED IN

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1996 –
daniel J. reynolds,

J e W e l e r
21 W. Cherry St. • Cedar Springs

616-696-0982
Milestones of Success: 22 years

ESTABLISHED IN

– 2010 –

Milestones of Success: 8 years

Perry’s Place llc.
For HerBS, teaS, and more....

90 N. Main St.• Cedar Springs
616-439-0890

ESTABLISHED IN

– 2009 –

Milestones of Success: 9 years

Kent County 
C r e d i t  u n i o n

14111 White Creek Ave. • Cedar Springs
616-696-3650

ESTABLISHED IN

– 1989 –

Milestones of Success: 29 years

action tax 
S e r v i C e

10271 Northland Dr. • Rockford
616-866-4704

ESTABLISHED IN

– 2004 –

Milestones of Success: 14 years

a.C.e. Home 
H e a l t H  C a r e

239 Ensley – PO Box 499 • Howard City
888-937-4514



When the calendar reach-
es December, it’s not un-
common for people to start 
thinking about their travel 
plans for the approaching 
year. For those seeking un-
common travel experiences, 
the Tawas Point Lighthouse 
Keeper Program offers the 
opportunity for a free two-
week stay in historic light-
house keepers’ quarters 
while helping to promote 

the history and preservation 
of the site. The application 
period to participate in the 
program in 2018 is now 
open.

In 2018, the Tawas Point 
Lighthouse Keeper Pro-
gram offers combined vaca-
tion and service opportuni-
ties for adults from May 16 
to Oct. 16. Those selected 
to be volunteer lighthouse 
keepers receive lodging 

in the restored keepers’ 
quarters next to the 1876 
Tawas Point Lighthouse in 
Tawas Point State Park. In 
exchange, participants pro-
vide roughly 35 hours of 
services each week in and 
around the historic light-
house that attracts visitors 
from all over the world.

“The Tawas area is known 
as Michigan’s Cape Cod,” 
said Hillary Pine, Tawas 
Point Lighthouse historian. 
“It’s a lovely area favored 
by bird-watchers, anglers, 
history enthusiasts and 
others. We make sure our 
volunteer lighthouse keep-
ers have plenty of time to 
enjoy Lake Huron, Tawas 
Bay and other recreational 
opportunities.”

Keeper duties include 
greeting visitors, giving 
tours, providing informa-
tion about the lighthouse, 
and routine cleaning and 
maintenance. Keepers stay 
in the second story of the 

Add adventure to your New Year’s resolutions 
with Shoe Year’s hikes and other outdoor fun
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THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

Since 1916, Auto-Owners and your  
local independent agent have  

been there when it matters most. 

Trusted for generations...

Gebhardt Insurance
Cedar SpringS • 616-696-9440

www.gebhardtins.com

School Bus Drivers 
We’ll train you to be the best School Bus Driver for General 
Education and Special Needs Students. $13.25 per hour, 
split shift required, benefits available. CDL required – we 
offer FREE training!  Must have excellent driving history, 
pass background check and remain drug free. We look 
forward to meeting you in person Monday-Friday or apply 
online at www.deantransportation.com/jobs. 

2601 Veterans Parkway 
Trenton, MI 48183 

Make a difference in the lives 
of kids – and get paid for it!

Now hiring school bus drivers in Cedar Springs and Kent City.
Immediate postitions available. 

$16.00 per hour to start with competitive benefits package provided 
including health insurance, 401K, and paid time off.

No prior professional driving experience required - we provide paid training to 
achieve a Commerical Driver’s License. 

Excellent driving history required. Must pass background check,
physical exam and ongoing drug screening.

Apply online at www.deantransportation.com/jobs 
or in person Mon-Fri at one of our offices:

School Bus Drivers 
We’ll train you to be the best School Bus Driver for General 
Education and Special Needs Students. $13.25 per hour, 
split shift required, benefits available. CDL required – we 
offer FREE training!  Must have excellent driving history, 
pass background check and remain drug free. We look 
forward to meeting you in person Monday-Friday or apply 
online at www.deantransportation.com/jobs. 

2601 Veterans Parkway 
Trenton, MI 48183 

Train for a Rewarding Career
Join the Dean Team!

 

204 E. Muskegon Street, Cedar Springs 351 N. Main Street, Kent City

Lighthouse keeper program offers vacation and service opportunity
There are countless benefits to using Michigan›s state parks, trails and waterways as your gym, such as burning calories while 
snowshoeing the many hundreds of miles of trails across the state.

 The Tawas Point Lighthouse Keeper Program offers the opportunity for a free two-week stay in historic 
lighthouse keepers’ quarters while helping to promote the history and preservation of the site.

Lighthouse Lens: Volunteer keepers learn about the history of 
the 1876 Tawas Point Lighthouse in preparation for duties that in-
clude giving tours and providing information about the lighthouse.

Reinvigorate yourself in 2018! Make an “adventure resolution” 
and commit to exploring Michigan’s great outdoors this year with a 
“Shoe Year’s” hike, cross-country skiing, fat-tire biking or the many 
other ways to relish winter. The Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources encourages residents to shift their plans for the coming 
year into high gear with a few ideas for inspired outdoor fun.

“For many, winter in Michigan is an undiscovered gem,” said 
Ron Olson, chief of the DNR Parks and Recreation Division. “State 
parks and trails offer visitors a completely different experience in 
the winter, everything from peaceful hikes through snow-dusted 
campgrounds and candlelight cross-country skiing to black dia-
mond downhill skiing with views of Lake Superior in the Upper 
Peninsula. A Michigan winter adventure should be on everyone’s 
list this season.”

Find an online calendar listing of Shoe Year’s hikes and First Day 
Hikes at michigan.gov/winterfun. Or explore Michigan’s parks, 
trails and waterways on your own at www.michigan.gov/stateparks.

The following Shoe Year’s guided hikes take place through 
the first week of January:

*Porcupine Mountains Wilderness State Park (Ontonagon Coun-
ty) – Friday, Dec. 29 from 6 to 9 p.m.

*Bay City Recreation Area (Bay County) – Sunday, Dec. 
31 from 1 to 5 p.m.

*Maybury State Park (Wayne County) – Sunday, Dec. 31 from 10 
to 11:30 a.m.

*Island Lake Recreation Area (Livingston County) – Monday, 
Jan. 1 from 1 *Yankee Springs Recreation Area (Barry County) – 
Monday, Jan. 1 from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. (First Day Hike)

*Straits State Park (Cheboygan County) – Saturday, Jan. 6 from 
2 to 7 p.m.

*Besser Natural Area (Alpena County) – Saturday, Jan. 6 from 
noon to 3 p.m.

*Ludington State Park (Mason County) – Saturday, Jan. 6 from 
6 to 8 p.m.

Michigan is part of the nationwide First Day Hikes program, 

coordinated by the National Association of State Park Directors 
and inspired by the First Day Hikes that originated more than 25 
years ago at the Blue Hills Reservation, a state park in Milton, 
Massachusetts. Last year, more than 62,000 people participated on 
guided hikes that covered more than 114,000 miles on 1,300 hikes 
across the country.

aDvenTure	-	continues on page 11



lands that increased flooding 
to downstream homes, or 
dump improperly treated sew-
age in rivers, they should not 
be restricted. 

I realized as a teen that many 
people were solely focused on 
“Me, Myself, I.” Many do not 
agree that personal actions 
should protect themselves, 
neighbors’ water supply, soil 

fertility, stream quality, sustainable timber, and fellow be-
ings on Earth. To protect resources of wonder, enjoyment 
and essential need for sustaining society, my mission advo-
cates for wilderness protection. Protection of biological and 
geological features in designated wilderness, national mon-
uments, and parks maintain healthy ecosystems supporting 
our needs and livelihoods.

Mistakes like dumping PFAS, overusing fertilizers on 
yards that get into streams or groundwater, delaying the 
switch from fossil fuels that alter climate, not treating life 
on Earth as we want to be treated, and reducing national 
monument sizes is perilous. It lacks a sense of community 
and does not leave these lands unimpaired. 

Ask yourself whether dumping PFAS or dumping car-
bon into the atmosphere will result in greater loss of life. 
Which will create worse economic and health hardships? 
For many it only matters what is happening personally in 
the moment. They are the half that put President Trump in 
office. Pulling out of the World Climate Accord is similar 
to dumping PFAS. The negative long-term impacts are im-
posed on future generations for short-term economic gains. 
Impacts diminish sustainable economic, social, and envi-
ronment health. 

Impacts of the tax cut will likely result in unfunded pro-
tection of water, soil, air, endangered species, and wilder-
ness as well many non-nature concerns. Trump campaigned 
to deregulate Clean Water, Clean Air, and Endangered Spe-
cies Act protections. Such actions will allow deregulating 
things like dumping PFAS. He has opened protected pub-
lic lands like the Arctic Wildlife Refuge and monuments 
for mineral extraction. He supports fossil fuel mining and 
dumping of pollutants like carbon into the atmosphere. His 
supporters want this.

I have failed in the effort to help build a critical mass es-
sential to protect Grand Staircase NM and other national 
treasures. Public comments were 98 percent in favor of 
protecting parks but Trump is ignoring public desires. He’s 
eliminating sustainable resource programs that protect gen-
erations to come. My mission is floundering. 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche

Somber Reality
 
My life’s mission of wilderness protection has gone awry. 

All hope is not lost to protect the resources and life forms 
that make it possible for humans to thrive today and for 
generations to live well a century from now. 

Theodore Roosevelt advised a century ago: “Here is your 
country. Cherish these natural wonders. Do not let selfish 
men and greedy interests skin your country of its beauty, its 
riches, or its romance.”

We are in a “Star Wars” type struggle to prevent plane-
tary destruction by a leader that does not value scientific 
evidence or understand its importance for guiding behavior 
to ensure a healthy future. I hope to inspire others to cherish 
nature wonders by encouraging them to spend time outside 
exploring and having fun.

I made a decision early in life to follow supported phys-
ical evidence to protect my family and their offspring. I 
have an extended family that includes you, butterflies, ce-
dar waxwings, brook trout, white pine, and cinnamon ferns 
in addition to my immediate family and grandchildren. Our 
actions should help all family members.

The Grand Staircase National Monument in Utah has 
known and unknown life forms in a fragile ecosystem. The 
monument is owned by you like the local Manistee Nation-
al Forest, Shiawassee Nat’l Wildlife Refuge, and Sleeping 
Bear Dunes. Each has unique species and nature niches that 
support our lives and economy. 

When Roosevelt encouraged us to “cherish these natu-
ral wonders” much of USA land acquisition was complete. 
Here at home water supplies your well, trees cool homes 
and provide oxygen on private and public land. Many peo-
ple feel they should be allowed to do whatever they desire 
on private and public lands without regard to impacts on 
neighbors. If they desire to dump PFAS, fill or plow wet-
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GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT
169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
616-887-8661

beer     wine     Liquor

NEW OWNERS - STORE REMODELED!

4848 18 MILE ROAD    CEDAR SPRINGS MI   49319 616.439.3010

STORE HOURS
7 Days a Week
10am - 10pm

Stocking: 
• Over 400 bottles of wine
• Over 100 Craft Beers
• 27 Cooler Doors
• WE NOW HavE LiqUOR

Weekly SpeCialS
ask us about our Weekly Specials

kitChen HOURS
Sunday & Monday - ClOSeD

tuesday - thursday 11am - 3pm
Friday - Saturday 11am - 7pm

now Offering: 
• pre-packaged Sandwiches
• Specialty Sandwiches
• Deli Meats
• Deli Cheese
• Deli Sides
• hot Sandwiches

*ask for full menu at deli counter

keepers’ quarters attached to the lighthouse. Accommoda-
tions include two bedrooms sleeping up to four adults and 
modern kitchen, bath and laundry facilities. Keepers must 
commit to a two-week stay at the lighthouse. 

Pine said the lighthouse keeper program looks for teams 
of two, three or four adults—especially those with knowl-
edge of lighthouse lore or Great Lakes maritime history—
but that there is no requirement for such a background.

“We give our volunteer lighthouse keepers historical 
information and on-site orientation to help prepare them 
for their experience,” Pine said. “They take great pride in 
helping to promote and preserve the lighthouse—and who 
wouldn’t love waking up to the beautiful view of the bay 
that they enjoy every day?”

The application and additional information about the 
Tawas Point Lighthouse Keeper Program is available at 
www.michigan.gov/tawaslighthouse. For more informa-
tion about program, send e-mail to DNR-tawaskeepers@
michigan.gov. The application period is open through Feb. 
2, 2018.

Tawas Point Lighthouse is a nationally accredited mu-
seum located 2.5 miles southeast of East Tawas, in Tawas 
Point State Park; a Recreation Passport is required for park 
entry. For more information, call 989-348-2537 or visit  
www.michigan.gov/tawaslighthouse.

The museum portion of the Tawas Point Lighthouse shows artifacts 
from different time periods of its use.

Program
...continued from page 10

Ranger Steve Mueller

Adventure
...continued from page 10

If guided hikes don’t work into your schedule, but you 
are looking for an adventure checklist, here are a few 
winter adventures suggested by Maia Turek, resource 
development specialist for the DNR:

*Muskegon Winter Sports Complex – Even a novice ad-
venturer will love the variety of adventure options at this 
state park destination. A luge, ice skating through the woods, 
sledding, skiing and even yurt yoga classes are all part of the 
experience. Visit msports.org.

*Experience the lantern-lit or candlelight ski and snow-
shoe events—even if just once. They happen throughout the 
winter and around the state, so finding one that works for 
your schedule should be easy. Visit michigan.gov/dnrcalen-
dar.

*Fat tire biking on the Cadillac Pathway – This 11.3-mile 
groomed ski, hike and bike trail with six loops is marked 
and groomed for novice and intermediate cross-country ski-
ers. Rent a fat-tire bike from area bike shops or use your 
own. Visit michigan.gov/dnrtrails.

*Grab a fishing rod and take advantage of the first of two 
Free Fishing Weekends Feb. 17-18. Twice a year, residents 
and non-residents can enjoy two back-to-back days of fish-
ing without a license. Visit michigan.gov/freefishing.

*Visit Palms Book State Park in the Upper Peninsula and 
be amazed by Kitch-iti-kipi’s geothermal energy. Because 
the water is 45 degrees year-round, this stunning spring is 
a four-season destination. It’s also a great snowmobile stop. 
Visit michigan.gov/palmsbook.

*Jump on the Iron Belle Trail, the longest designated state 
trail in the nation, and hike (or bicycle) your way between 
Belle Isle Park in Detroit and Ironwood in the western Upper 
Peninsula. Experience exciting cities, explore pristine forests 
and visit charming towns all across the state. Visit michigan.
gov/ironbelle.

*Porcupine Mountains Ski Area - Downhill skiers and 
snowboarders will enjoy 15 groomed trails, four glade 
trails, the second-highest vertical drop in Michigan (or Wis-
consin) and breathtaking views of Lake Superior. The ski 
area also offers a launching point for cross-country skiing 
and snowshoeing. Visit porkiesfun.com.

“Often, the term resolution for the new year seems daunt-
ing, but don’t let it overwhelm you,” said Turek. “From par-
ticipating in a guided hike along the more than 12,500 miles 
of state-designated trails, cross-country skiing on groomed 
trails and snowshoeing along lantern-lit trails to experiencing 
the ice skating trail at the Muskegon Winter Sports Complex, 
these destinations are home to unique and calorie-burning 
options for experiencing the outdoors in the coming year.”
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heAlth & BeAuty
Four steps to a healthier 
you this new year

(StatePoint) Want to 
make resolutions you’ll 
keep this new year? Think 
simple, sustainable chang-
es. Follow these four steps 
for a healthier you, inside 
and out.
Stick to Your 
Workout

After the holidays, the 
gym is filled with people 
who have resolved to in-
corporate exercise routines 
into their lives. Come Feb-
ruary, the novelty of the 
new year wears off, life 
gets in the way and, accord-
ing to “U.S. News & World 
Report,” 80 percent of res-
olutions fail by the second 
week of the month.

Instead of jumping from 
no routine to a seven-days-
a-week commitment, in-
troduce workouts to your 
schedule in small doses. 
Dread cardio or weight ma-
chines? Find something that 
you’ll look forward to, like 
a cycling class, yoga or out-
door pursuits. Choosing ac-
tivities that you enjoy will 
increase your chances of 
sticking to your resolution.
Eat Smarter

According to the Centers 
for Disease Control and 
Prevention, most Amer-
icans are falling short of 
their fruit and vegetable 

intake goals, and most eat 
only half the recommended 
amount of fiber. To increase 
your consumption of essen-
tial nutrients, create a gro-
cery list packed with fruits, 
vegetables, protein and 
whole grains.

Plan meals for the week 
to ensure you stick to a 
whole-food menu. Keep in-
gredients on hand for meals 
you can make in a pinch, 
so you’re not tempted by 
fast food on a busy day. 
Try frozen salmon fillets, 
which you can cook with-
out thawing, or eggs, low-
fat cheese and veggies for a 
quick-baking frittata.

Freeze individual serv-
ings of chopped fruits and 
vegetables in resealable 
bags to create quick and 
delicious smoothies each 
morning in a high-powered 
blender, such as the Vita-
mix E310 Explorian Series 
machine. For a satisfying, 
energy-boosting snack, use 
your blender to pre-make 
Dried Fruit Chia Bars or 
White Chocolate Peanut 
Butter Energy Balls.
Stress Less

Stress can have adverse 
effects on minds and bod-
ies, as insomnia, weight 
gain, anxiety and depres-
sion are all potential related 
risks. While it isn’t always 

avoidable, simple changes 
will help you manage ten-
sion.

Sometimes, stress can 
be solved with some “me 
time.” Treat yourself to a 
massage or manicure, soak 
in a hot bath, or unwind 
with a nature walk. Con-
necting with others can 
help, too. Plan a brunch 
with your best friend or a 
date night with your signifi-
cant other.

Feeling overwhelmed 
with work and family life? 
Build out a to-do list or cal-
endar to feel more in con-
trol of your busy schedule, 
then cross items off the list 
when completed.
Practice Positivity

A sunny outlook can af-
fect your wellbeing. Keep a 
gratitude journal by writing 
down something good that 
happens each day. On bad 
days, you’ll be forced to fo-
cus on the positive aspects 
of your life.

One of the best ways to 
improve your happiness is 
by giving others a boost. 
Volunteer with a charitable 
organization or donate to a 
favorite cause. Practice do-
ing something kind daily.

This new year, take small 
steps to help you feel happi-
er and healthier.

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,
exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts you can receive

FREE Information Kit

1-844-654-4495
www.dental50plus.com/cedar

*Individual plan.
Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this
type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY;
call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096C                                            MB16-NM001Cc

How to help a coworker with 
cancer

 (StatePoint) If you have 
a coworker who has been 
diagnosed with cancer, you 
may wonder, “what can I do 
to help?” Before leaping right 
in, the experts at Cancer and 
Careers, a non-profit dedi-
cated to supporting people 
juggling cancer and work, say 
that it’s important to figure 
out how to provide the most 
effective forms of support. 

Keep in mind, your co-
worker may not be disclos-
ing his or her diagnosis to 
the entire team. It’s critical to 
understand the level of priva-
cy your coworker intends to 
maintain so you can provide 
the most meaningful assis-
tance during treatment and 
beyond. 

How you help a coworker 
might differ depending on 
how close the relationship is. 
When offering help, be spe-
cific and focus on tangible 

things that might make a dif-
ference. Go beyond “let me 
know if I can do anything.” 
At the same time, it’s import-
ant to respect boundaries and 
offer assistance that’s actually 
wanted and that you are will-
ing to take on. 

Wanting to support your co-
worker is natural, but know-
ing how can sometimes be 
difficult. Be sure to educate 
yourself so you can engage in 
the most meaningful interac-
tions with your coworker. 

LAugHteR is tHe Best MediCiNe...
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And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in
SCHULTZ SEPTIC

"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

JEWELER
21+ Years Hand-crafting 

& Repairing

Daniel J. Reynolds
Jeweler

21 W. Cherry | Cedar Springs, MI
616.696.0982

Finished Quality Jewelry
Major Credit Cards aCCepted

BuSiNESS
PrOFESSiONaLS

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

Brynadette 
Powell

Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.Brynadette.com

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

©2017 MDHearingAid, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

“I was amazed! Sounds I hadn’t heard 
in years came back to me!”

                   — Don, January 2016

DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED

For Less Than  $300

ADVANCED
HEARING AID 
TECHNOLOGY

The answer:  Although tremendous strides 
have been made in Advanced Hearing Aid 
Technology, those cost reductions have not 
been passed on to you. Until now...

The MDHearingAid PRO® uses the same 
kind of Advanced Hearing Aid Technology 
incorporated into hearing aids that cost thou-
sands more at a small fraction of the price.

Over 75,000 satis� ed PRO customers agree: 
High-quality, FDA-registeredhearing aids 
don’t have to cost a fortune. The fact is, you 
don’t need to spend thousands for a medi-
cal-grade hearing aid. 

MDHearingAid PRO® gives you a sophisti-
cated high-performance hearing aid that 
works right out of the box with no time-con-
suming “adjustment” appointments. You 
can contact a hearing specialist convenient-
ly on-line or by phone — even after sale at 
no cost. No other company provides such 
extensive support. Now that you know... 
why pay more?   

Use Code  BK54
and get FREE Batteries for 1 Year 

Plus FREE Shipping

For the Lowest Price Call BATTERIES 
INCLUDED! 

READY TO USE RIGHT 
OUT OF THE BOX! 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
45-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL!

Hearing is believing and we invite you to try 
this nearly invisible hearing aid with no 
annoying whistling or background noise for 
yourself. If you are not completely satis� ed, 
simply return it within that time period for a 
100% refund of your purchase price.
 

Nearly Invisible

1-888-905-6620

BIG SOUND. 
TINY PRICE.

How can a hearing aid that costs 
less than $300 be every bit as good as 
one that sells for $2,000 or more?

sudoku ANsweRs

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year

(616) 439-3400
North End Tire & Auto

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

WE INSTALL

Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair
Hours

Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

•Clutches
•Brakes
•Oil Changes
•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051

since 2001 and more than 25,000 record roll call votes. 
The service was started to give citizens more information 
to help make democracy work better, and its main benefit 
has been increased transparency and accountability. The 
site’s database now contains 17 years’ worth of legislators’ 
votes—complete records of the full legislative careers of 
many lawmakers.

See the full report with each legislators’ missed votes totals at: 
http://www.michiganvotes.org/MissedVotes.aspx

SOURCE: MichiganVotes.org, a free, non-partisan web-
site created by the Mackinac Center for Public Policy, pro-
viding concise, non-partisan, plain-English descriptions 
of every bill and vote in the Michigan House and Senate. 
Please visit www.MichiganVotes.org.

Votes
...continued from page 3

Moving?
Let us know so your 
newspaper subscription 
can move with you! 

Call Mary at 
616.696.3655 or 

email: classifieds@     
cedarspringspost.com

However, it was 
not covered by 
insurance. And 
the community 
then began to 
put on numer-
ous fundraisers 
to try to help the 
Rickers fund the 
expenses related 
to Brison’s treat-
ment—fundrais-
ers which con-
tinued through 
this Christmas 
season.

By December 2016, the Rickers found that Preston also 
had cancer—not DIPG but thyroid cancer, for which he un-
derwent conventional treatment.

Brison had a lot of ups and downs medically, but the treat-
ment did shrink the tumor and the area where it was located 
(the pons) eventually became scar tissue. Unfortunately, the 
cancer eventually spread to his spleen and other parts of his 
brain.

Toward the end, he could not hear or see, and had become 
unresponsive. The Rickers called in hospice last week, and 
a prayer vigil was held at their home on Friday evening, De-
cember 22. Brison then passed away on Saturday morning.

“He fought so hard until the end, he had big dreams with 
the determination, perseverence, and talent to make those 
dreams come true and he did not want to leave this earth,” 
Kim wrote on her Facebook page. “Brison had unwavering 
faith until the end and believed he would be healed. Now he 
is playing soccer and racing dirt bikes in heaven.”

She also thanked those who have supported them. “Thank 
You to everyone who has provided love and support to our 
family over the past 23 months since Brison was diagnosed. 
Our mission to save him did not end with success, but be-
cause of so many of you who selflessly gave we were able to 
provide treatment that extended his life and time with us for 
an extra 18 months. We made so many memories during that 
time. He celebrated is 16th birthday, he went to high school 
dances, we went on vacations, and became closer than ever 
before. That is time our family will always be grateful for.”

Brison’s funeral will be held on Saturday December 
30 at Resurrection Life Church in Rockford at noon, with 
visitation from 10 to noon. See his obituary on page 4.  
Brison is the third Cedar Springs student to pass away this 
year. Earlier this fall, Emma Orr, a student at Beach Elemen-
tary passed away from terminal neuroblastoma; and Cora 
Gonzalez, a 5th grader at Cedar View, passed away after be-
ing hit by a car.

 

Ricker
...continued from front page 

Brison Ricker
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• Free

Animal Ads

are FREE 

in The POST
696-3655

to good 
homes
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Cedar Springs
Post

Classifieds 

Drummer – Pit Bull Terrier

I am a happy-go-lucky 
6 year old dog looking 
for my forever home!  I 
have a history of living 
successfully with chil-
dren ages 5 years and 
older, but would do best 
with respectful children. 
I enjoy playing with toys, 
being pet, and going for 
walks. I have a very sweet 
personality and an infec-
tious smile! If I sound like 
a good fit for you, please 
come meet me at Hu-

mane Society of West Michigan! 

Sheba – Female Domestic Short Hair

I am a 13 year old cat 
looking for my forev-
er home. I’m a sweet 
and social girl who 
loves pets and play-
ing! I also like to relax 
and would do best 
in a quiet home that 
would give me some 
love and attention. I’m 
an easy going cat and 
would bring someone a lot of joy! Please come meet me 
at Humane Society of West Michigan! Animals ages 7 years 
and older have their adoption fees waived due to generous 
grant funding. 

Humane Society of West Michigan is open Tuesday-Friday 
12pm-7pm and Saturday-Sunday 11am-4pm. 

Help 
Wanted

Critter
Corner

for rent

aUCtion

CLaSSiFiEDS
aNiMaL LOST/FOuND aDS arE FrEE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, Mi 49319

– 696-3655 –
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655

P   STThe

ServiCeS

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

HomeS 
for Sale

For more information on the 
Humane Society of West Michigan, 

call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 
3077 Wilson NW,  just ½ mile north of  

Three Mile Road during adoption hours or 
visit www.hswestmi.org

PETS of the WEEk
Humane Society of West Michigan’s

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

for Sale

Clinical/Business Manager – 
The Brook of Cedar Springs

The Brook of Cedar Springs will soon be opening and 
has an exceptional opportunity for a compassionate and 
talented RN or LPN to help develop and lead our team. 
The Brook is a beautiful retirement setting providing 
independent and assisted living in our 42 unit commu-
nity. The manager assumes responsibility for the overall 
direction and coordination of services provided, and the 
overall operations of the building.  Two years supervisory 
experience required. On-call availability required. Start-
ing salary range $54,000 to $66,000. 

Please submit resume to 
The Brook Retirement Communities, Inc., 

2375 I-75 Business Loop, Grayling, MI 48738, 
or apply on line at BrookRetirement.com  EOE

DeADliNe: Monday by 5:00 p.m. 
No BilliNg - 

All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
PriCiNg: $12.00 for first 25 words,

20¢ for each additional word (pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The PoST 
616.696.3655

CLaSSiFiEDS

Happy Jack® Liqui-Vict 
2x: recognized safe & ef-
fective by US CVM against 
hook & round worms. At 
Tractor Supply. (ken-
nelvax.com). #51-01p

8’ Western snow plow. 
No rust, new bottom blade. 
Fits GMC ‘95-’98. $450.00. 
Hunter’s Special Camp-
er. Older but nice shape. 
$1400.00 into it. Will take 
$800.00, firm. Call 616-
788-8415 or 616-200-5257. 
#tfn

Cleaning professionals wanted: 
vacuuming, sweeping, mopping, 
dusting, cleaning restrooms, 
offices, break rooms. Emptying 
trash lifting up to 50 lbs. 
Applicants must be at least 18 
years of age and have reliable 
transportation. Contact Jani-
King of Grand Rapids 616-222-
0715. #52,1p A TO Z Trash will pick up your 

trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 
616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

Best Wishes 
for a

Wonderful 
2018

For Sale: Siberian Husky 
puppies. Ready 12/22. Vet 
checked, 1st shots, with papers 
AKC registered. Call 616-263-
0482 for showing. 1 red, 5 
black, 3 females, 3 males. #49-
52p

Help Wanted
Village of Sand lake, Michigan
department of public Works-assistant
Public Works Part-Time Position: $9.25 per hour. 
This position works an hourly rate averaging up to 
25 hours weekly and is required to be on-call. Win-
ter months will require more hours depending on 
weather conditions. It requires a driver’s license, 
clear driving record as well as a general knowledge 
of public works equipment and machinery. Appli-
cants must be able to lift at least 70lbs. work in-
dependently; work outdoors regardless of weather 
conditions; work on holidays and weekends is re-
quired. The position offers the opportunity to work 
under a licensed water and/or sewer operator with 
an opportunity to pursue a water, sewer and CDL 
B licenses. Applications are available at the Village 
of Sand Lake office (2 Maple St. Sand Lake, MI) 
Mon-Thurs, 9:00am to 3pm or resumes may be 
emailed to clerk@villageofsandlake.org. Applica-
tions will be accepted until January 12, 2018. 

PRODUCTION SCHEDULER
CS Manufacturing has an immediate need for 
a production scheduler. The ideal candidate 
will possess 3-5 years of scheduling experi-
ence in a manufacturing environment. Must be 
familiar with inventory control, finished goods 
and customer service. Excellent communica-
tion skills and the ability to communicate with 
all levels of management as well as customers 
are required. We offer the opportunity to join 
a progressive organization with a competitive 
wage and benefit package. 

If interested submit resume to: 
CS Manufacturing, 

299 W. Cherry St., PO Box 230K, 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 

or fax to HR @ 616-696-3222 
Email to: ablack@csmanufacturing.us.

PEOPLE WHO KNOW 
REAL ESTATE BEST!
616-696-3300

Fax 616-696-3311

View our website
stoutgroup.net

Who do you know   
Who’s

LOOKING TO BUY 
OR 

SELL REAL ESTATE

(616) 915-6414
leon@stoutgroup.net

4330 17 Mi le Rd., 
Cedar Spr ings, MI

Direct 24/7

STOUT
Leon

REALTOR® - CONSULTANT

Delivery Driver Opportunity: 
White Creek Lumber & 
Hardware is seeking a full 
time employee for deliveries 
and yard work. Candidate 
must have a chauffeur’s 
license and experience with 
building materials and millwork 
equipment. Be at least 18 years 
old. A Hilo license is preferred. 
Candidate must be available 
Monday thru Saturday, 7:30AM-
6PM for a 40-45 hour work week.  
No Sunday hours.  Hourly wages 
plus overtime; benefits and paid 
vacation after one year. #52b



 (BPT) - As drivers bundle up to take on Old Man Winter this 
season, having a few tricks up your sleeve can be a big help in 
keeping your cool on the road. Here are five hacks for battling the 
elements and staying safe on the roads.
Got stuck? Snow problem! 

Hazardous winter weather requires that drivers take additional 
precautions. According to the latest Hankook Tire Gauge Index, 
72 percent of drivers indicated they would not want to drive in 
icy conditions. Further, 84 percent of Americans recognize the 
dangers of black ice, the most dangerous weather condition for 
driving.

If you find yourself stuck in the snow and ice, apply a bag of cat 
litter or sand under your wheels to provide much-needed traction 
to get out of a snowy situation. As an added bonus, the additional 
weight over the rear axle (especially for trucks and rear-wheel-
drive cars) will further add traction. Floor mats can also come in 
handy. Place them under your tires in the direction you’re looking 
to travel. The mats create a mini runway of traction for your ve-
hicle.
Here comes the sun

When the snow starts to pile on the driveway, nearly a quarter of 
Americans (24 percent) rely on someone else to dig their vehicles 
out of the snow, according to the Gauge Index. In fact, 18 percent 
simply wait for the snow to melt! To help with the backbreaking 
chore, park your vehicle overnight facing east. The rising sun can 
help melt the snow before you even get out of bed.
raid the pantry 

By using some items commonly found in your pantry, you can 
make your morning routines that much easier. For example, fit 
resealable freezer bags over your side-view mirrors to help pre-
vent ice from forming. Other household items like cooking spray 
can also help melt ice. Spray it on your mirrors, let it sit for a few 
minutes, then wipe off the ice. You also can apply the spray to the 
rubber seals of your door on particularly cold nights. This will help 
keep your door from freezing shut or damaging the rubber seals if 
you force open the door.
right tools for the job

When the going gets rough, it’s important to make sure your car 
is well equipped for the conditions you’re driving in. As tempera-

tures drop, so can your tire pressure, decreasing about one psi for 
every 10-degree drop in temperature. If your car was built after 
2000, you likely have a Tire Pressure Monitor System that will 
alert you when pressure drops below the manufacturer’s recom-
mended levels for your vehicle. It’s also important to be able to 
identify the TPMS symbol, as the Hankook Gauge Index found 
that 1 in 3 (35 percent) Americans do not know what the warning 
symbol means.

With 13 percent of drivers unsure of what category tire is on 
their car, understanding the difference in how a snow tire performs 
in relation to its summer and all-season relatives can go a long 
way in terms of safety and performance. For enhanced traction in 
low-grip situations, tire chains can be very useful, but as indicated 
in the Gauge Index, 65 percent of drivers are unsure how to install 
them. Be sure to practice once or twice at home before venturing 
out on wintry roads. And when you have chains on your tires, 

drive slowly - generally no more than 30 mph.
always carry a spare ... pair of socks!

Packing emergency clothes in your trunk is always a great idea 
should you find yourself stranded and in need of extra warmth. 
Interestingly, your socks may be your most versatile piece of 
clothing, and drivers can benefit from carrying an extra pair in 
the glove compartment. When expecting snow, simply lift your 
windshield wipers off the glass and place a sock over each blade 
to help keep snow off the blades and ice from forming. Addition-
ally, when socks are put over your shoes (yes, that’s right) they can 
provide an added level of traction when walking on ice.

Hopefully, some of these tricks can help if you find yourself 
locked in a battle with the elements this season. Have a favorite 
winter hack we missed? Let us know at Hankook USA on Face-
book or Twitter with the #WinterHack tag!
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OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

AWD, 19K MILES, 
BLIND SPOT 
ASSIST, PWR 
SEAT, FACTORY 
WARRANTY 

Hours: MON. 9a.m.-7p.m. • TUES.-FRI. 9a.m.-6p.m. • SaTURdayS 9a.m.-2p.m.

121 W Washington St. | Greenville
Corner of M-57 & M-91 

DoWntoWn Greenville

616-754-7195
1-800-557-7171

4X4, AUTO, 
HARDTOP, 
PL’S & PW’S, 
CRUISE, 
REMOTE START, 
SHARP! 

2009 JEEP WRANGLER SAHARA

4X4, V-6, AUTO, 
91K MILES, PWR 
SEAT, ALLOY 
WHEELS, CLEAN!          

 AWD, V-6, 62K 
MILES, 3RD ROW 
SEAT, REAR 
AIR, FACTORY 
WARRANTY 

2016 CHEVY CRUZE LT  

29K MILES, 
REMOTE START, 
PWR SEAT, 36 
MPG, FACTORY 
WARRANTY 

3RD ROW SEAT, 
V-6, PWR SEAT, 
ALLOY WHEELS, 
NICE LOCAL 
TRADE! 

raywinnieautosales.comraywinnieautosales.com

ONLY 14K MILES, 
VERY LOADED, 
FACTORY WAR-
RANTY, EXTRA 
SHARP  

AWD, 73K MILES, 
2.5L AUTO, PWR 
SEAT, 32 MPG, 
CLEAN & SHARP! 

2012 FORD ESCAPE XLT

2015 DODGE JOURNEY SXT 

2016 BUICK ENCORE

2006 BUICK RENDEZVOUS 

2014 SUBARU LEGACY 2016 CHEVY MALIBU LT

$13,995

$12,995$10,995

$15,995

$16,995$16,995

$16,995

$4,995

4X4, 89K MILES, 
5.7L HEMI V-8, 
PWR EVERY-
THING, TOW PKG, 
SHARP 

2011 DODGE RAM 1500 CREW 

Car Rentals • Van Rentals • Full Repair Facility

$19,995

CAB SLT

 PREMIUM

Happy New Year from Ray Winnie

Five cold-weather hacks for winter driving

3 Reasons to Consider Refinancing Your Auto Loan

(c) pathdoc/stock.Adobe.com

(StatePoint) Most people 
know they can refinance their 
mortgage, but less than half 
are aware that they can also 
refinance their auto loan, ac-
cording to a study by Harris 
Poll for Ally Financial. It’s a 
simple task that could reduce 
your car payments by about 
$1,300 a year.

The following consider-
ations can help you deter-
mine whether refinancing 
your auto loan is the right 
step for you.

• Interest rates: Can you 
reduce your monthly costs 

by lowering your rate? Com-
pare your current interest rate 
to those advertised. Keep in 
mind that there are several 
aspects of your financial his-
tory that may have impacted 
your interest rate for a loan, 
including credit score and 
credit history. If your credit 
score has significantly in-
creased since you financed 
your vehicle, it may be time 
to refinance to a lower inter-
est rate.

• Tight monthly budgets: 
If you need to make some 
room in your budget due to 

changing life circumstances 
or simply have a desire to 
sock more money away into 
savings, refinancing your 
auto loan is a move that may 
have a substantial impact on 
your finances. For example, 
those who have refinanced 
their vehicles through Clear-

lane, Ally’s online auto 
financing platform, have 
reduced their monthly pay-
ments by an average of $112.

• Reducing the term: An-
other reason many choose 
to refinance is to reduce the 
number of payments they 
will have to make, with the 

goal of reducing the total 
amount of interest paid over 
the course of the loan. This 
may appeal to you if you can 
now afford a higher monthly 
payment than when you pur-
chased your vehicle, thanks 
to a raise or new stream of 
income.

If you choose to refinance, 
be sure to review your loan 
agreement and terms to make 
sure you understand your 
current loan. You should 
also be aware of any costs 
that could be incurred by 
refinancing or changing the 
terms of your loan.
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People, Selection, Price
AT OUR TEMPORARY LOCATION

4700 14 mile rd ne Rockford, MI 49341
616-884-5899  • watsonrockford.com

M-F 9-6 • SAT 9-4 • CLOSED SUNDAYS

FIND US ON

CLIP THIS COUPON

oil change 
special

$29.95 5qt system 
non-synthetic

$2.50 EA. ADDITIONAL QT

"

Coupon expires 1/1/2018

CLIP THIS COUPON
buy any previously owned 

WATSON COUNTRY 
vehicle and receive 

$500 off!

"

Coupon expires 1/1/2018

*All rebates to dealer. 
See dealer for incentives.

BUY ANY NEW VEHICLE AT 

1% BELOW 
DEALER INVOICE

Offer expires 1/1/2018
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NOW OPEN
2018 Ram 1500 
Crew Cab 4x4

2018 Chrysler
Pacifica

2018 Jeep
COMPASS

2018 dodge
charger

AT OUR TEMPORARY LOCATION

4700 14 mile rd ne Rockford, MI 49341
616-884-5899  • watsonrockford.com

M-F 9-6 • SAT 9-4 • CLOSED SUNDAYS

Starting at 
$34,157*

Starting at 
$27,160*

Starting at 
$21,322*

Starting at 
$28,490*

*All rebates to dealer. See dealer for incentives.

CLIP THIS COUPON
Buy or Lease  

any new Chrysler, 
Dodge, Jeep, or Ram  

for friends and 
family pricing

"
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oil change 
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non-synthetic

$2.50 EA. ADDITIONAL QT

"
CLIP THIS COUPON

buy any previously owned 

WATSON COUNTRY 
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Coupon expires 1/1/2018 Coupon expires 1/1/2018 Coupon expires 1/1/2018
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Buy or Lease  

any new Chrysler, 
Dodge, Jeep, or Ram  

for friends and 
family pricing

"
CLIP THIS COUPON

oil change 
special

$29.95 5qt system 
non-synthetic

$2.50 EA. ADDITIONAL QT

"
CLIP THIS COUPON

buy any previously owned 

WATSON COUNTRY 
vehicle and receive 

$500 off!

"

Coupon expires 1/1/2018 Coupon expires 1/1/2018 Coupon expires 1/1/2018

People, Selection, Price

FIND US ON
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WATSON COUNTRY 
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*All rebates to dealer. 
See dealer for incentives.

BUY ANY NEW VEHICLE AT 

1% BELOW 
DEALER INVOICE

Offer expires 1/1/2018

NOW OPEN
2018 Ram 1500 
Crew Cab 4x4

2018 Chrysler
Pacifica

2018 Jeep
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