
Cedar Springs High 
School teacher Steve Ring-
ler’s machining woods 
class was honored at the 
Cedar Springs City Council 
meeting last Thursday eve-
ning for their partnership 
with the City and Cedar 
Springs Library in creating 
three unique “Little Free 
Libraries” to place around 
the City of Cedar Springs.

A little free library is usu-
ally some type of wood-
en box where people can 
take a book or give a book 
to share. They come in all 
shapes and sizes, and are 
unique to the area they are 
placed in. 

According to Cedar 
Springs Library Director 
Donna Clark, the free little 
libraries were City Manager 
Mike Womack’s idea. Ring-
ler came up with the ideas 
on what they should look 
like. 

One of them is red, and 
looks like an English phone 

booth. He said that one 
would be placed right 
outside City Hall, be-
cause there used to be a 
phone in that location. 
That little library was 
installed this week.

A second one mod-
els a train depot, and 
will be placed near 
the staging area of the 
White Pine Trail (just 
off Maple and Second 
Street), but that is near 
where the old train de-
pot used to be located.

The third little li-
brary resembles a barn 
because there are a lot 
of farmers in our com-
munity, and will be 
placed near the Cedar 
Springs Historical Mu-
seum.

DDA TIF plan ap-
proved

In other action at last 
week’s City Council 
meeting, the Down-
town Development 
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Library - continues on page 13

Wishing you peace, love, and 
joy this holiday season

Merry 
Christmas

Lois, Judy, Mary, Melissa, Marybeth, 
Belinda and Dan

Little Library project in city
City also approves DDA Tif plan, CBDG grant application
by Judy reed

A free little library was installed at City Hall this week. It resembles an En-
glish phone booth, because there used to be a telephone at this location. 
Courtesy photo.

Christmas bird count

OUTDOORS - page 14

Lions Club raises funds

bUSINESS - page 16

Beautiful sunrise

Rob Pastoor sent us this beautiful photo of a recent sunrise 
in Nelson Township. 

“I took this pic on a December morning at the corner of 
Benham and Pine lake Rd. of the sunrise. It was simply 
breathtaking,” he said.

Thanks so much, Rob, for sharing this and allowing us to 
enjoy the sunrise, too!

Do you have a nature or wildlife photo you’d like to share? 
Send us the photo and some information about it to news@
cedarspringspost.com. We print them as space allows.
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No need to wait for 
the gift of great 

repair at Car Center

Collision & Mechanical Centers

Greenville Location:  (616) 754-0307
12700 Old 14 Mile Rd NE | Greenville 
Monday–Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

Cedar Springs Location:  (616) 696-1830
13399 White Creek Ave NE | Cedar Springs 
Monday–Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus 
     & 
  Restaurant

95 North MaiN | Cedar SpriNGS
      CSBreW.CoM | (616) 696-Beer

We wish you and 
your family all 

the best over the 
holiday season. 

Cheers!

School Bus Drivers 
We’ll train you to be the best School Bus Driver for General 
Education and Special Needs Students. $13.25 per hour, 
split shift required, benefits available. CDL required – we 
offer FREE training!  Must have excellent driving history, 
pass background check and remain drug free. We look 
forward to meeting you in person Monday-Friday or apply 
online at www.deantransportation.com/jobs. 

2601 Veterans Parkway 
Trenton, MI 48183 

Make a difference in the lives 
of kids – and get paid for it!

Now hiring school bus drivers in Cedar Springs and Kent City.
Immediate postitions available. 

$16.00 per hour to start with competitive benefits package provided 
including health insurance, 401K, and paid time off.

No prior professional driving experience required - we provide paid training to 
achieve a Commerical Driver’s License. 

Excellent driving history required. Must pass background check,
physical exam and ongoing drug screening.

Apply online at www.deantransportation.com/jobs 
or in person Mon-Fri at one of our offices:

School Bus Drivers 
We’ll train you to be the best School Bus Driver for General 
Education and Special Needs Students. $13.25 per hour, 
split shift required, benefits available. CDL required – we 
offer FREE training!  Must have excellent driving history, 
pass background check and remain drug free. We look 
forward to meeting you in person Monday-Friday or apply 
online at www.deantransportation.com/jobs. 

2601 Veterans Parkway 
Trenton, MI 48183 

Train for a Rewarding Career
Join the Dean Team!

 

204 E. Muskegon Street, Cedar Springs 351 N. Main Street, Kent City

North Kent Connect provides extra 
food for holidays

Nearly 400 seniors and 
other community members 
braved snowy roads and 
single digit temperatures 
to pick up healthy, nutri-
tious food from North Kent 
Connect (NKC) on Thurs-
day, December 14. It was a 
team effort with many vol-
unteers and supplies from 
area businesses and Algo-
ma Township’s Community 
Deputy Mike Allen on hand 
to direct traffic if needed. 

During the week leading 
up to Thursday’s distribu-
tion, 35 volunteers assem-
bled the food bags. On the 
day of distribution, over 20 
volunteers and NKC staff 
worked together to quickly 
and efficiently dispense the 
food to clients. The seniors 
gathered in the conference 
room at NKC to stay warm 
and chat with their neigh-
bors while waiting their 
turn.

 NKC is the “hub” in 
northern Kent County for 
many programs and ser-
vices, including food for 
low-income individuals. On 
December 14, NKC distrib-
uted food from the federal 

government’s TEFAP (The 
Emergency Food Assis-
tance Program) and Senior 
Pantry, a monthly service of 
Meals on Wheels Western 
Michigan to seniors age 60-
plus. People received such 
food as whole chickens, ap-
ples, canned fruits and veg-
etables, peanut butter, milk, 
ground turkey, cheese, ba-
nanas, and potatoes.

 “Partnerships like these 
allow us to offer additional 
free food to families in need 
in northern Kent County,” 
said Claire Guisfredi, NKC 

Executive Director. “We’re 
especially thankful for the 
volunteers who took time 
out of their day and worked 
in freezing temperatures 
outside to make this one of 
the smoothest running dis-
tribution days we’ve ever 
had!”

For more information on 
North Kent Connect, please 
visit www.nkconnect.org 
and follow them on Face-
book @North Kent Con-
nect.

Merry Christmas 
from Bud

We received our first snowman of the season from the 
Poulson family, of Solon Township. Grandpa Dwight Poul-
son recently built this snowman for his grandkids from Jack-
sonville, Florida who will be here for Christmas and have 
never seen a Michigan snowman before. And he definitely 
looks like a Michigan fan! We hope Bud the snowman didn’t 
lose too much weight the last couple of the days with the 
warmer weather. Good job, Grandpa!

Send us your snowman or winter fun photos and include 
some info about the picture. You can email them to news@ce-
darspringspost.com and put “winter fun” in the subject line. 

Bus slides off road

On Thursday afternoon, 
about 3:30, we received a 
phone call from a passerby 
that said a school bus had 
slid into Pine Lake at 17 
Mile. Or at least that’s what 
we thought they said. When 
we arrived on scene, we were 
happy to see that was not 
what had happened. Instead, 
a bus had slid off the road on 
17 Mile, near Pine Lake Ave.

Jerry Gavin, who over-
sees Cedar Springs Public 
Schools transportation for 
Dean Transportation, was at 
the scene. He said it was a 
high school bus on the way 
back from its run and was 
empty when it slid off the 
north side of 17 Mile Rd. 
The bus was towed out of the 
ditch and the driver was not 
injured.

Opioid addiction assistance program 
expands statewide
Angel Program Now Available at all 
30 MSP Posts

who is a member of the local community, is present to sup-
port the individual during the process and to provide trans-
portation to the identified treatment facility.

“The opioid epidemic is real and we all need to do our 

The Michigan State 
Police (MSP) Angel Pro-
gram, which is a pre-arrest di-
version program for persons 
struggling with drug addiction, 
is now active and operational at all 30 MSP 
posts statewide. Those seeking treatment can go to any 
MSP post during business hours, 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.

The Angel Program, which is modeled after a similar ini-
tiative developed in 2015 by the Gloucester, Massachusetts 
Police Department, allows someone with a drug addiction 
to walk into a state police post to seek help for their addic-
tion, without the fear of arrest or investigation. If accepted 
into the program, the individual is guided through a pro-
fessional substance abuse assessment and intake process to 
ensure proper treatment placement. An “Angel” volunteer, 



Wade Thompson is a parole absconder who has 
been stealing large amounts of liquor in Kent 
County. Photo from Kent County Sheriff Office 
Facebook page.
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Bus slides off road

State Police request info from Montana authorities 
following discovery of human remains 

Apples recalled due to health risk

Have you seen this man?
The Kent County Sheriff’s Office is 

asking for the public’s help in locating 
a man wanted by both the U.S. Marshal 
Service and the Michigan Department of 
Corrections.

Wade Thompson, 50, is a parole ab-
sconder with a lengthy criminal record 
who has served time in prison for various 
charges including retail fraud, felonious 
assault, and fleeing and eluding police. 
He has recently been stealing large quan-
tities of liquor in Kent County, typically 
totaling around $250 per theft, according 
to police.

If you encounter him, call 911 and do 
not attempt to apprehend him, as he has 
been known to evade apprehension with 
no regard for the safety of others. If you 
have information that can lead agents to 
his location, you can call Silent Observ-
er at 616-774-2345.

Jack brown Produce is recalling certain types of apples due to 
possible Listeria contamination. Courtesy photo.

Jack Brown Produce, Inc. 
of Sparta, Michigan, is recall-
ing Gala, Fuji, Honeycrisp and 
Golden Delicious apples pro-
cessed and shipped by one of 
its suppliers, Nyblad Orchards, 
Inc., on December 11 through 
December 16, 2017, because 
they have the potential to be 
contaminated with Listeria 
monocytogenes, an organism 
which can cause serious and 
sometimes fatal infections in 
young children, frail or el-
derly people, and others with 
weakened immune systems. 
Although healthy individuals may suffer only short-term 
symptoms from Listeria such as high fever, severe head-
ache, stiffness, nausea, abdominal pain and diarrhea, Liste-
ria infection can cause miscarriages and stillbirths among 
pregnant women. No illnesses have been reported to date.

The recalled apples were distributed through retail stores 
in Michigan, Georgia, Missouri, Indiana and Ohio. The 
product at issue consists of the following types of apples 
sold or distributed by Jack Brown Produce, Inc. under the 
brand name “Apple Ridge” including:

Honeycrisp apples in two-pound clear plastic bags;
Gala, Fuji, and Golden Delicious apples in 3-pound clear 

plastic bags;
Fuji and Gala apples in 5-pound red-netted mesh bags; 

and Gala, Fuji and Honeycrisp 
apples that were tray-packed/
individually sold.

The potentially-affected 
product can be identified by the 
following lot numbers printed 
on the bag label and/or bag-clo-
sure clip:

Fuji: NOI 163, 165, 167, 169, 
174

Honeycrisp: NOI 159, 160, 
173 Golden Delicious: NOI 168  
Gala: NOI 164, 166 on ei-
ther the product labels and/or 
bag-closure clip.

The recall was the result of a 
routine sampling program at the Nyblad Orchards, Inc. fa-
cility which revealed that finished products contained Liste-
ria monocytogenes. Jack Brown Produce, Inc. has ceased 
the distribution of any further products processed at Ny-
blad Orchards as the FDA and the Company continue their 
investigation as to what caused the problem.

Consumers who have purchased Gala, Fuji, Honeycrisp 
and Golden Delicious Apples under the brand name “Apple 
Ridge” on or after December 11, 2017 are urged to destroy 
the product and contact Jack Brown Produce, Inc. for a full 
refund.

Consumers with questions may contact the company at 
616-887-9568 (Monday-Friday, 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. ET) 
and ask for Lisa Ingalls.

Alexander’s photo is shown age-progressed to 13 years; Andrew’s photo is shown age-progressed to 15 years; and Tanner’s photo is shown 
age-progressed to 11 years. They were last seen on November 26, 2010. Alexander was last seen wearing black pajama pants and a grey shirt. 
Andrew was last seen wearing brown pajamas with orange trim. Tanner was last seen wearing camouflage pajama pants and a Scooby-Doo 
shirt. Photos from National Center for Missing and Exploited Children.

Holiday Hours
The POST will be closed
 Monday, Christmas Day. 

Our regular hours will resume on December 26, 2017
M-TH 10am-5pm • Friday 10am-2pm

On Wednesday, Dec. 13, 2017, the Michigan State Police 
(MSP) First District Special Investigation Section learned 
that human remains were found in Montana in September, 
that were recently determined to likely be the skeletal re-
mains of three children. 

MSP investigators are working with Missoula police to 
determine if there is any connection to Andrew, Alexan-
der and Tanner Skelton, who were reported missing from 
Morenci, in Lenawee County, the day after Thanksgiving in 
2010. There has been nothing previously reported to police 
linking the brothers to Montana, and it is not known at this 
time if the remains are from related siblings. 

Further forensic testing has been requested by police in 
Montana that may provide more answers. Until this testing 
is completed and additional investigation by law enforce-
ment in Montana occurs, it cannot be determined if these 
remains belong to the missing Skelton brothers. 

In the years since the Skelton brothers disappeared, their 
vanishing has been vigorously investigated by the Moren-
ci Police Department, FBI and MSP. Significant assistance 
has also been provided by the National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children. 

In 2013, the MSP became the lead investigating agency. 
New age-progression photos of the three brothers were re-

leased in November 2016. 
At the time the boys went missing they were in the care 

of their father, John Skelton. Skelton pleaded no contest to 
three counts of unlawful imprisonment in September 2011, 
after he claimed he gave the boys to unknown individuals. 

Skelton is currently serving a 10-15 year prison sentence. 
The public is asked to provide any tips or information to 

the MSP at www.michigan.gov/michtip or by calling 517-
636-0689. 

Alexander Andrew Tanner

Visit The POST online @ w w w. c e d a r s p r i n g s p o s t . c o m
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Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 
Web: www.pioneercrc.org

Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM
Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM

Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
 Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

Worship: Sunday 10:00 am 
Nursery & Children’s Church during message
*Youth - Sunday 11:30 am-12:30 pm *Tuesday - Celebrate Recovery 6:30-8:30 pm
*Wednesday - Kidzone & Grief Share 6-7:30 pm *Thursday - Open Prayer 6-7:30 pm

St. John Paul II Parish
A Welcoming Catholic Church

3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2-mqa.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Service Time: 10 am Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Senior Pastor, Rev. Chadrick Brown
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm 

(Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

B/W PAGE

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Rev. Karen Sorden
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided
Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(since 1946) Non-Denominational • pentecostal Grace

180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am

Sunday Night ..... 6pm 
pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

sunday Worship: 11 aM
enhanced fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
coumc.weebly.com

Pastor: Rev. Kim DeLong

Feed your faith and 
your doubts will 
starve to death.

But we are not of those who shrink back to 
destruction, but of those who have faith to 

the preserving of the soul.
Hebrews 10:39 (NASB)

From God’s Little instruction book- Honor books

• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement 

• Anniversary • In Memory  • Thank you
• Congratulations

**

Publish Your

in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit 
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.

JAY CRAMER, SR.
July 30, 1931 – December 18, 2005

In loving memory of 
my dad, who passed 
away 12 years ago. 
Not a day goes 
by that something 
doesn’t trigger a 
memory of him. He 
loved people, never 
held a grudge, and 
was an incredible 
worker. He was 
a great dad, who 
doted on his family. 
I’m so fortunate to 
have had him as my 
dad! I love and miss 
you so much, Dad.

Your loving daughter,
Robin

LARRY O. WOODHULL
February 13, 1945 to December 17, 2016

Death leaves a heartache no one can heal; 
Love leaves a memory no one can steal.

Gary and Barb Woodhull
Patrick and Kristin Woodhull and family

Ann and Darryl Stock and family

ngagementEEEEE
irthBBBBB
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eddingWWWWW
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nnouncementAAAAA

is online @ 
cedarspringspost.com

Church 
Connection
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mistletoe
angels

1

2
5 6

     Read the clues below 
to fill in the crossword with 
symbols of Christmas!

Christmas Shapes and Shadows     Study the shapes and 
shadows of these Christmas 
symbols and decorations.  
How many can you name?

1

2 3
4

5
6

7

8 9
10

Hark!  The Herald Angels Sing...Stuffing the Stocking!

1.  I played my __________ for Him 
     pa rum pum pum pum -
     I played my best for Him 
     pa rum pum pum pum -

2.  With little tin __________ 
     and little toy __________,
     Rooty-toot-toots and rummy-tum-tums,
     Santa Claus is coming to town.

3.  It came upon a midnight clear, that glorious song of old,
     From angels bending near the earth, to touch their __________ of gold;
 4.  Jingle __________, jingle _________, jingle all the way!
 

Hark! Hark!

candle

carols
star

Christmas

Santa Claus

camels

Kings

wreath

Bethlehem

poinsettia

cards

evergreen

bells

7

9
10

11 12

13
14

15

16

17
1. gift bringer
2. heavenly messengers
3. large burning chunk of wood
4. town where Christ was born
5. ring in Christmas with these
6. kind of tree decorated at 
    Christmas

7. carried the Kings
8. people kiss under this
9. three of them brought gifts
10. tree decorations
11. lighted to show warmth and joy
12. ring of greens
13. marked the place in the sky
14. birthday of Jesus Christ
15. songs of the season
16. written holiday greetings
17. plant that brightens holidays

  Many voices and 
musical instruments 
are used to create 
      all the beautiful 
            carols that  
            we hear 
            everywhere.  Can you fill in 

the names of 
the instruments 
that are missing 
from the lines 
of these 
Christmas 
songs?

Can you help Starlight, the elf, stuff the cookie into the stocking?

11

12

yule log

ornaments

3

4 8

Holiday Symbols!

               Christmas is coming! Every
                   day there is something to  
                      do to get ready for the 
                      holidays. I just finished 
                    making Christmas cards 
with photos on them for my family and 
friends. Right now I am hanging this  
wreath I made on the barn door.
        Symbols of the holidays are all
  around us – candles show light and 
  warmth, and bells joyously peal.
 

  Hmmm...
which way
do I go?

  Color in 
everything.

     Christmas is Coming!

     This plant used to brighten the 
  holidays is native to Mexico. The
  “flowers” are actually leaves!
__  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __  __

What Plant is This?

p        i         s       t         ion et a

Use these letters
to spell the name. 

 N
ew

sp
ap

er
 F

un
! C

re
at

ed
 b

y A
nn

im
ills

 L
LC

 ©
 2

01
7

 

Newspaper Fun!
 

Annimills LLC © 2017 V14-48www.readingclubfun.com

   Kids: color
  stuff in!

Christmas is almost here and we... ...hope to hear jingling on the rooftop!
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeek

Arts/entertAinment
HHometown

Happenings
Hometown Happenings articles are a community service 
for	 non-profit	 agencies	 only.	 Due	 to	 popular	 demand	
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles. deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. this is 
not guaranteed space. articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. you now can email your Hometown Happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name 
and phone number for any questions we may have.

ansWErs - on page 17

SPENCER TOWNSHIP BRANCH
14960 Meddler Ave.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday & Wednesday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 5:00 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM

Library
Directory

follow us on 
facebook

www.facebook.com/
cedarspringspost

B/W PAGE

We have 

something for

everyone!

ced@llcoop.org
www.cedarspringslibrary.org
fb: cedarspringspubliclibrary

616-696-1910
107 N Main Street

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

MON - FRI 10 - 6
SATURDAY 9 - 12

Cedar Springs Community 

Library

YOUR hOMeTOwN

NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM

Kent theatre
DIGITAL Movies at the

now Showing

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 9

showtimes:
Friday: 3:00pm • 6:00pm *
saturday:  3:00pm • 6:00pm *

*winter hours - no 9pm 
shows!

december 22 • 23

dec. 28-30

Closed 

deC. 24 & 31

coming soon:

Jan. 5-7

Movie Tickets ONLY $3.00

Christmas Services at St. John Paul II
Dec. 24: On December 24, the Vigil Mass of Christmas will be 
celebrated at St. John Paul II Parish (3110 17 Mile Rd in Cedar 
Springs) at 5 pm and Mass During the Night will be celebrated at 
10 pm. On December 25, the Nativity of the Lord Mass During 
the Day will be celebrated at 10 am. #51

Christmas Services at Mary Queen of 
Apostles
Dec. 24: On December 24, the Vigil Mass of Christmas will be 
celebrated at Mary Queen of Apostles (One Maple St. in Sand 
Lake) at 7pm. On December 25, the Nativity of the Lord Mass 
at Dawn will be celebrated at 8am. #51

TOPS weight loss support group
Dec. 26: Need help getting through the holiday season? Take off 
pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit weight loss support group 
for men and women, meets every Tuesday at the Resurrection 
Lutheran Church in Sand Lake. Your first visit is free so come 
check out what TOPS can do to help you reach your weigh loss 
goals! Weigh-ins 8:15-9am, meeting starts at 9:15am. In case 
of inclement weather, meetings are cancelled if Tri-County or 
Cedar Springs schools are closed. Call Martha at 696-1039 for 
more information. #51

Branch Life-Sized Oregon Trail
Dec. 27: Escape the winter weather with an exciting trip along 
the Oregon Trail, modeled after the classic computer game! Grab 
your friends and prepare to face capsized wagons, dysentery, 
broken wheels and more as you attempt to reach Willamette 
Valley. For teens. Wednesday, December 27th at 6:30 pm at the 
Nelson Township/Sand Lake KDL Branch, 88 Eighth St. #51

Countdown to “Happy Noon” Year!
Dec. 30: We’re giving kids an exciting way to ring in 2018 with 
a countdown, noisemakers, crafts and fun – at an hour that won’t 
keep them up way past their bedtimes. Saturday, December 30th 
at 11:30 am at the Nelson Township/Sand Lake KDL Branch, 
88 Eighth St. #51

Explore MCC’s Kenneth J. Lehman 
Nature Trails
Montcalm Community College’s Kenneth J. Lehman Nature 
Trails are open to the public from dawn until dusk, 365 days 
a year. There is no charge to visit these beautiful trails winding 
through forests, grasslands and wetlands. More than four 
miles of trails are marked with numbered trail posts and maps 
are available at most major trail heads. For more information, 
please email naturetrails@montcalm.edu or call MCC Biology 
Instructor Heather Wesp 989-328-1270. #51

Frosty opted for a button nose after he and Rudolph 
had a falling out.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: YEAR IN REVIEW
ACROSS
1. Pepsi and Coke, e.g.
6. Batman punch
9. Tit for tat
13. Notable period
14. Opposite of hence
15. Cook-off dish
16. Nile’s mouth
17. Jan. predecessor
18. *A United passenger 
was dragged down one
19. *2017 solar event
21. *Natural disaster or 
center of Hollywood scandal
23. Second Testament
24. “Best ____ schemes 
o’mice an’ men”
25. Is no longer
28. Supermarket section
30. Broadband predecessor
35. Lyric poems
37. Commiserate
39. *Album of the Year 
Grammy recipient
40. Opposite of eve
41. *POTUS
43. Fender-bender damage
44. Kindle content
46. a.k.a. Atlantic Richfield 
Company
47. Jazz singing
48. Freshman?
50. Chutzpah
52. “Listen up!”
53. Freight horse cart
55. Noisy talk
57. *Late Playboy
60. *Fidget ____, banned by 
many schools
64. Hindu dance gesture
65. Anything female
67. Ransack or plunder
68. 4-letter word in speech 
on broadcast TV
69. Three strikes
70. Lucifer
71. *Tiffany to Ivanka and 
Don Jr.’s kids
72. *Its neutrality was being 
threatened in 2017
73. Craftily or cunningly

DOWN
1. Surrender land
2. Crude group?
3. Take it easy
4. ____ ____ a play
5. Formed
6. ____ farewell, past tense
7. Bio bit
8. Barista’s creation
9. Blade in Litchfield
10. Solomon-like
11. Friend in war
12. Crusty dessert
15. Esophagus-stomach 
connection
20. Hidden under a rug
22. “Farm ____” benefit 
concert
24. Church ritual
25. *January 21 marchers
26. Hacienda brick
27. Asian goat antelope
29. Turkey money
31. Contributes
32. Olden day doctor’s 
prescription
33. Arm bones
34. *Deceased heartbreaker
36. One who looks down on 
others
38. Village People song
42. Tissue growth
45. Do this and hope for 
ransom
49. Before of yore
51. Landowners in the olden 
days
54. Match play?
56. Land on patellas
57. *”The Handmaid’s 
Tale” channel
58. Adam and Eve’s garden
59. Drive oneself crazy
60. Cobblestone
61. USS Constitution 
organization
62. Inherently bad
63. To bank on
64. Executive’s degree
66. Tint
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Twain’s Tales As Presented 
By The Drama Club

CTA’s High School performers paid tribute to the famous Amer-
ican storyteller, Mark Twain, in their performance of “Twain’s 
Tales,” a play written by David Taylor London. Directed by CTA’s 
drama teacher, Jeremy Holtrop, and assistant director, Kate Nor-
man, “Twain’s Tales” included five short stories penned by the 
well-known author including: “The Celebrated Jumping Frog of 
Calaveras County,” “Science vs. Luck,” “The Joke That Made 
Ed’s Fortune,” “The Belated Russian Passport”, “Is He Living 
or Is He Dead?” and an excerpt from “The Adventures of Tom 
Sawyer.” Twain’s Tales was a tremendous performance put into 
action by phenomenal actors and the stunning directorial sight that 
brought the collection of tales to life on stage.

“With a cast of only eight students, this show was a challenging 
undertaking,” shared Holtrop. “Each student had at least four dif-
ferent roles (Some even had seven) and hundreds of lines to mem-
orize. Our CTA drama students took the challenge in stride and 
audiences were amazed at how well they were able to differentiate 
the characters and remember all of the lines. I am very proud of 
how this show all came together!”

The group of eight students were: Violet Sidlauskas, Ashley 
Shelagowski, Elizabeth Jahns, Willow Sidlauskas, Samantha Har-
ris, Logan Winters, Ruby Tompkins, and Jamie Ryder. The per-
formers presented two hour-and-a-half long shows on Dec. 8th 
and 9th in the CTA Auditorium with approximately 130 attending.

CTA Gives Back

CTA and Cedar Springs brewing Company staff present the fundrais-
ing check.

Creative teChnologies aCademy
A Non-profit Public School Academy

Making a Difference in the Things That Matter!

Senior James Hofstra shoots a 3-point. Team captain, brin Calkins runs the ball down 
the court to run the next play.

Chargers Take Charge of the Courts
This year’s Chargers are led 

by Senior Captains James Hofs-
tra and Dawson Armstrong, and 
Junior Captain Charles Wortz. 
The Chargers opened up the 
season with a 10-point victory 
over Algoma Christian and a 
thrilling 1 point loss to Well-
spring Prep. The Chargers play 
17 more games this season.

The Lady Chargers are focus-
ing on fundamentals and what it 
means to play as a team. There 
is so much potential on the team 
that it will be exciting to watch 
the growth throughout the sea-
son. The team unanimously 
picked junior Brin Calkins and 
senior Autumn Watson as team 
captains, and they will be a pos-
itive influence on the team with 
their skill sets both on and off 
the court.

CTA SCHOOL CALENDAR
December  21  PA Meeting 6 p.m.
  Basketball Game vs. Hornets   
  Homeschool
 22  Early Release Day (Students and   
  Staff)
  Popcorn Day
 25  Winter Break Begins
January  4  Girls Basketball Game vs. Calhoun  
  Christian @DeltaPlex - 2:00 p.m.
 5  Girls Basketball Game vs. West   
  Michigan Lutheran - 6:00 p.m.
 8  School Resumes
 9  Girls Basketball Game @  
  Wellspring Prep
  Boys Basketball Game @Pineview  
  - 6:00 p.m.
 12  Early Release Day
  Basketball Game vs. West Michigan  
  Lutheran @ CS Middle School -
  5:30 p.m.
 16  Boys Basketball Game vs. Flat River  
  Academy - 5:30 p.m.
 17  Basketball Game vs. Black River   
  Public School - 5:30 p.m.
 19  End of 1st Semester
  Basketball Game vs. Algoma   
  Christian School - 5:30 p.m.
 26  Early Release Day
* Early Release Dismissal Schedule
 • K-5 Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.
 • 6-12 Dismissal at 12:45 p.m.

Community give Back 
Night a Success

Thank you to our CTA families for coming out on our 
Community Give Back Night at Cedar Springs Brewing 
Company! The Parent Association-coordinated event raised 
more than $250 to support middle school and high school 
field trips.

The Elementary concert 
was titled The Big Chill 
(Hoping For A Snow Day) 
, which depicted the kin-
dergarten and first grade 
students as “snowmen” and 
“snowflakes”; the second 
and third grade students as 
“students”; and the fourth 
and fifth grade students as 

“teachers.” The concert sto-
ryline, as directed by CTA’s 
music teacher, Mr. Jeremy 
Holtrop, included students 
posing as CTA teachers/
administrators. Through 
twelve songs, memorized 
lines, and great costuming, 
the performance showed 
how students and teachers 

are more alike than different 
when it comes to wanting 
snow days and what they do 
on their days off.

Several kindergarten, 
first, and second grade stu-
dents had the opportuni-
ty to play Boomwhackers 
during one of the songs. 
Boomwhackers are tuned 

percussion tubes that are 
lightweight, hollow, col-
or-coded, plastic tubes, 
tuned to musical pitches by 
length. Second through fifth 
grade students featured so-
loists, and they even threw 
paper snowballs at one 
point during the concert for 
an added visual effect.

Kindergarten and 1st grade students dressed in a snow theme for 
the performance.

The 4th and 5th grade students incorporate many motions and hand 
movements into their songs.

Marjorie Starr, Tayler Thebo and Haven Dat show off 
some of the coin jars from the coin drive.

Creative Technologies Academy
350 Pine Street | Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Open Enrollment Period
For the 2018-19 School Year
January 15, 2018 – February 15, 2018

You may register students forgrades K-5 by
 calling Mrs. Mattson and grades 6-8 by calling 

Mrs. Colin at (616) 696-4905.

Elementary Students Entertained at the Winter Concert

Actresses Elizabeth Jahns and Jamie Ryder took on full character 
during the show.

At CTA, 
we strive 
to “make 
a differ-
ence in the 
things that 
matter” and 
lately, with 
our trait of 
the month 
being kind-
ness, we’ve 
taken it to 

a whole new level. The masses of CTA have been doing 
a multitude of things to give back, such as engaging with 
Freerice.com, Kids Food Basket, Kent Connect, and Toys 
for Tots. With the students devoting themselves to better the 
lives of others, they learn how important it is to be grateful, 
and not only during the holidays.

The largest project of the season was the school-wide 
Toys for Tots toy drive combined with the “Make Change 
Count” campaign. The initiative is in its 5th year at CTA. 
The toy drive collected 62 toys. Each class then compet-
ed to raise the most “positive” change - pennies counted 
as positive and silver and dollars counted as negative. The 
school as a whole raised more than $900 and all of the 
funds raised during the coin drive were donated to the Toys 
for Tots campaign to be used to purchase additional gifts for 
children throughout southwest Michigan.

The high school students decorated 106 Kids Food Bas-
ket bags with adorable designs. With the students devoting 
themselves to better the lives of others, they learn how im-
portant it is to be grateful year-round.
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Letters to Santa

Tour of lights
Tour of lights 2017
There’s nothing like the warm glow of Christmas lights this time of year to give you 
a good dose of Christmas cheer! So pack up the kids, go for a ride, and enjoy the 
decorations. We’re sure you’ll find a few other treasures along the way!

1. 88 N. Grant Street (SE Corner of Maple and Grant).
2. SW corner of Maple and Grant.
3. 79 E. Beech St.
4. 65 E. Muskegon, corner of First and Muskegon Streets. The home of Larry and 

Audrey Young is a classic home decorated with style.
5. Downtown Cedar Springs is aglow with lights on the trees and decorations on the 

lampposts. 
6. 71 N. Main Street, the Ensley Team.
7. 19 N. Second, the corner of Cherry and Second, across from old library.
8. 427 Northland Drive, near the corner of South Street and Northland. See the 90-

foot evergreen Christmas tree at the Reep family home.
9. 345 Tall Grass Drive, Cedar Springs. Lights and beautiful angel silhouettes. A lot 

of nice lights in Prairie Run neighborhood.
10. Waxwing Court, and others in the Pines development. Take Main Street, to Pine 

Street (by Wesco), to Needlewood, to Waxwing Court.
11. 15581 Cedar Springs Avenue. Take Main St north to Cedar Springs Ave. 
12. 12222 Edgerton Dr, Cedar Springs, the home of Eugene and Lori Finch.

ome for the olidaysH H

from: Makayla Duke
to: Satue. I Love You

To: Santa
From: Jeremiah Russell
age: 3

Santa, 
My name is Jeremiah Russell. I’m 3 
years old. I met you when you came 
to town, I want trucks and cars and 
a bus for Christmas. I’ve been really 
good this year. 

Love, 
Jeremiah

The List
- Lego Tape
- Hatchamules
- games
- cars
- Picture of You Santa

From Brooklyn Archer
age 6 from Cedar Springs, MI.

To: SANTAFrom: BrooKLYNNe
Dear Santa, I Love you. thank you for dropping presents off toall the good kids! I have been very good. I would like some new blind bags. And thank you for my elf @ home. I Love you Santa

Love, BrooKALYNNe

Dear Santa
I would Like for Chrismas a Lego set a meccane set
candy canes. And a dog elf pet.

Thank you from
Ben Drier

The List
Dear Santa, I would 
like a new Truck and
for my Kid to be good
all year long.

From Sue Jacoby
from Cedar Springs, 

MI.

12-1-2017
Dear Santa & Mrs. Clause

 Hello. Well it’s me here again 
Sue Jacoby the mom of River 
Oligney and Brooklyn Archer. I know 
in the past I asked you to 
let my kids be good all year. But I 
guess that was a little to much for 
you to handle because I never got 
that gift. lol.
 So this year I will ask you to 
just bring me a new body. The one I 
have is kinda broken. And please just 
put some magic dust on River O. and 
Brooklyn A. for them to be good just 
till New Years.

Thank you vary 
much Santa

From Sue Jacoby
from Cedar Springs, MI.

please
bring
Brooklyn, 
River stuff

Dear: Santa I have been good so 
far so I want my toys

annonomous
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Christmas Coloring Contest Winners

Thank you to all who entered our Christmas Coloring Contest. Choosing a winner from each age group is always a tough 
decision. Congratulations to all our winners listed above. 

Winners may pick up their $50 Visa Gift Cards on Friday, Dec. 22 or next week at our office located at 36 E. Maple St., 
Cedar Springs or call for other arrangements 616-696-3655.Our Office hours are Friday 10am-2pm, Monday (Closed for 
Christmas), Tuesday through Thursday 10am to 5pm. 

Age group 4-5 years Winner: 
Megan Grimes, age 5, of Greenville

Age group 6-7 years Winner: 
Greyson Mosher, age 7, of Comstock Park

Age group 8-10 years Winner: 
Emilee Carter, age 9, of Howard City

More Letters to Santa

Cedar SpringS Mill & Supply, inC.
112 W. Beech St.  |  Cedar Springs, Mi 49319

616-696-9740

Gift Certificates Available

Holiday 
Bird Seed 
PRICING

50 lb BlACk Oil SunflOwer .......................................... $17.99
40 lb CedAr SprinGS wildBird w/ corn ......................... $10.50
40 lb CedAr SprinGS wildBird w/o corn ....................... $12.25
40 lb CedAr SprinGS deluxe wildBird ........................ $16.00
50 lb ThiSTle Seed ........................................................ $36.00
50 lB peAnuT SpliTS ..................................................... $39.00
50 lB MediuM SunflOwer heArTS ............................... $35.00
heATh dd4 SueT (CASe Of 12) .......................................... $9.75

JEWELER
21+ Years Hand-crafting 

& Repairing

Daniel J. Reynolds
Jeweler

21 W. Cherry | Cedar Springs, MI
616.696.0982

Finished Quality Jewelry
Major Credit Cards aCCeptedOPEN
SATURDAY, DEC. 23RD 

UNTIL 6PM

SUNDAY, DEC. 24TH 
UNTIL 5PM

&

616.696.0982
21 W. Cherry St.

Cedar Springs

Happy 
     Holidays

from: Karson
to: Santa

Der Santa I 
woled like a DS 
and I woled like 
a tait to and with 
the DS I  woled 
like the Pacman
maze



Sending Holiday Greetings 
from your LOCAL businesses!

Season’s Greetings
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We wish you and your family

Merry Christmas
a safe, happy, and 

peaceful festive season
and extend our sincere 

thanks for your 
support this year. 

8955 Sparta Ave. (M-37 & Sparta Ave.)

616-887-1791

w w w. s p a r t a c h e v y. c o m

53 E. LakE St • Sand LakE, MI   616-557-5000

Christmas
Wishing you a Very Merry 

13861 White Creek Ave. | Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-0010 | 1-800-696-1009
www.whitecreeklumber.com

White Creek Lumber & hardWare

M e r r y

Christmas

& H A P P y  N e W  y e A r

Cedar SpringS - 4116 17 Mile road  616-696-9610

Holidays
Happy 

A.C.E. HomE HEAltH CArE 
& AuntiE A.C.E. StAffing

239 Ensley P.o.Box 499
Howard City, mi 49329

888.937.4514

Season’s Greetings
Peace, Love, Health

and Happiness to All
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*APR is Annual Percentage Rate. Rate can vary based on creditworthiness, loan term and age of vehicle. Rate is subject to change 
without notice. Payment example: borrow $20,000 at 2.24% APR for 36 months = $574.95/month. Membership eligibility requirements.

A Very Versatile Holiday
FAMILY FEATURES 

When planning this year’s holiday menu, consider building meals around a versatile main course that you can 
dress up or down and then integrate into easy leftover dishes. A ham is a perfect solution because it works equally 
well as the centerpiece of an elegant meal or as savory sliders to serve with chutney or hot mustard.

Beyond versatile ingredients, a winning holiday menu relies on proper preparation, and that’s why quality cook-
ware is essential. An option like Anolon Gourmet Cookware is designed for superior performance that can help 
bring joy to cooking and features heavy-duty pan bodies and comfort-grip handles for safe and secure lifting and 
leverage. The aesthetically pleasing cookware’s premium-quality, nonstick surface provides lasting durability, ef-
fortless food release and easy clean up – perfect for the busy holiday season. 

Explore more cookware options to serve up your holiday best at anolon.com.

Cola and Brown Sugar Glazed Ham
Recipe courtesy of Anolon Gourmet Cookware
Servings: 14-16

 11-12  pounds shank half bone-in cooked ham
  large Anolon roasting pan
 4  cups cola, divided
 2  cups orange juice, divided
 1/2  cup dark brown sugar
 1/4  cup Dijon mustard

Heat oven to 350 F. 
Trim skin and excess fat off ham. With sharp knife, score 

ham all over in diamond pattern. Place ham in roasting pan 
then pour 1 cup cola and 1 cup orange juice over it. Cover 
pan with aluminum foil and roast 1 hour and 15 minutes. 

While ham roasts, in medium saucepan, combine remain-
ing cola, orange juice, brown sugar and Dijon mustard. 
Bring mixture to boil over medium-high heat and cook 
about 45-48 minutes, until reduced to 1 cup and mixture is 
slightly syrupy. 

After ham roasts 1 hour and 15 minutes, remove foil and 
baste with glaze. Continue roasting and basting ham ev-
ery 15 minutes with glaze until it is glossy and instant read 
thermometer inserted into thickest portion registers 145 F, 
about 1 hour and 15-30 minutes longer. Remove from oven 
and let rest 15-20 minutes before slicing.

Ham it Up (or Down)

Ham is an ideal holiday protein because you can serve it 
as a centerpiece dish or as part of a more casual meal and 
still achieve great results either way. Make the most of 
this holiday favorite with these tips:

• Be sure to get a ham big enough for leftovers. It’s just 
as good sliced up for sandwiches or fried with eggs as 
it is when presented in its full glory out of the oven.

• Think beyond the main table. A glazed ham is pretty 
on the table, but it’s also delicious when served casu-
ally, for example on a sandwich bar with savory rolls, 
tangy mustards and other condiments. 

• If your holiday plans are up in the air, go ahead and 
make a ham in advance to keep on hand for casual 
meals during the busy holiday season or for a quick 
meal with unexpected guests.

Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060

w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 36 years



Page 12  Thursday, December 21, 2017 The Cedar Springs Post  

COLOR PAGE

Baby’s First Christmas 2017

36 E. Maple St./P.O. Box 370 | Cedar Springs, MI 49319 | Ph. 616.696.3655 | www.cedarspringspost.com
The Cedar  Springs POSt Newspaper ~ Still free but PriCeLeSS!

Lily Ann Hughes
December 30, 2016

Audrey M. Hendges
January 31, 2017

Adalyn & Natalie Ream
March 3, 2017

Maverick Eli Hunt
April 7, 2017

Willow Rayne Minnema
April 9, 2017

Payton Mae Bigelow
April 14, 2017

Carson Lewis Mulder
April 18, 2017

Ronan Dyson Smith
April 22, 2017

Evan Zachary Lytle
May 3, 2017

Brooklyn Ava Roundtree
May 7, 2017

Jackson McKay
May 11, 2017

James Locklear
May 16, 2017

Ryleigh Marie Ball
May 16, 2017

Hudson Brott
June 20, 2017

Willow R. Chong
June 21, 2017

Kourtney Ann Bennett
July 24, 2017

Carter Keech
August 22, 2017

Noah Patrick Bielecki
September 22, 2017

Granger James Link
October 4, 2017

Addison Grace Hendges
October 6, 2017

Zachary James Dewey
November 4, 2017

Thomas L. Campbell
November 14, 2017

Baby’s
1st Christmas

2017

Merry
First

 Christmas

P    STThe

Baby’s First Christmas 
is brought to you by... 



Moving?
Let us know so your 
newspaper subscription 
can move with you! 

Call Mary at 
616.696.3655 or 

email: classifieds@     
cedarspringspost.com
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Advertise in 

Support YOUR local Newspaper

Call a Sales Rep Today! 616.696.3655
Shop LOCAL • Shop The POST

5,000 
Printed Copies 

per week!

Visit The POST 
online @ 

www.cedarspringspost.com
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Country Ham and Cheddar on Biscuits 
Recipe courtesy of Anolon Gourmet Cookware
Servings: 24 

Chutney:
 1  tablespoon olive oil
  medium Anolon skillet
 1  small onion, finely chopped
 2  teaspoons fresh ginger, minced
 3/4  teaspoon curry powder
 1/4  teaspoon ground cinnamon
 3/4  cup dried currants
 3  tablespoons water
 2  tablespoons raspberry vinegar
 2  tablespoons sugar
 1/4  cup apple jelly
 1  tablespoon country Dijon mustard
 1/4  teaspoon salt
Biscuits: 
 2  cups all-purpose flour
 1 1/2  teaspoons baking powder
 1 teaspoon coarse ground black pepper
 1/4  teaspoon baking soda
 1  teaspoon salt
 8  tablespoons chilled unsalted butter, cut into  

  small pieces
 3/4  cup low-fat buttermilk, plus 2 tablespoons
  Anolon large nonstick baking sheet
 1  large egg yolk, beaten

 12  ounces country ham, thinly sliced
 6  slices (about 6 ounces) sharp cheddar cheese 
To make chutney: heat oil in skillet over medium heat. 

Add onion and ginger; cook, stirring occasionally, until 
slightly softened, 3-4 minutes. 

Add curry powder and cinnamon; cook, stirring, 30 sec-
onds. Stir in currants and cook until slightly softened, 2 
minutes. 

Add water and vinegar and cook until currants plump 
slightly, about 3 minutes. 

Stir in sugar and cook 1 minute. 
Remove from heat and let cool 10 minutes. Stir in jelly, 

mustard and salt; refrigerate until ready to serve. 
To make biscuits: Heat oven to 425 F. 
In large bowl, combine flour, baking powder, pepper, 

baking soda and salt. Using pastry blender, cut butter into 
flour mixture until it resembles coarse crumbs. Stir in but-
termilk until mixture is moistened. 

In bowl, knead dough 3-4 times to bring together. Press 
dough into disk and wrap in plastic wrap; refrigerate 20-
30 minutes. On lightly floured surface, roll dough out to 
1/2-inch thickness. Using 2-inch fluted biscuit cutter, start 
at outside edge of dough and cut out biscuits and set on 
baking sheet. Gently press dough scraps together and roll 
again to 1/2-inch thickness. Repeat to cut out 24 biscuits 
total. Brush tops of biscuits with egg yolk. 

Bake biscuits in center of oven until puffed and tops are 
golden brown. Remove from oven and cool 15 minutes. 

Split biscuits in half and set aside. Lay ham slices on cut-
ting board in single layer. Using 2-inch fluted biscuit cutter, 
punch out 24 ham circles and place each on bottom half of 
biscuit. Lay cheese slices on cutting board and punch out 24 
circles to place each on top of ham. Spoon chutney evenly 
on top of each biscuit then replace top half of each biscuit. 

Note: Biscuits can be assembled several hours ahead of 
serving and kept in refrigerator.

Authority’s Tax Increment Financing (TIF) 
plan was approved. Womack said that one 
of the most important things to understand 
is that the TIF plan does not raise your tax-
es. It captures a portion of them and that 
would normally go into the general fund 
and reallocates them to the DDA for rein-
vestment back into the community. 

Under the city’s plan, the improvements 
within the development area will consist of 
storm sewers, resurfacing existing streets, 
parking lots and alleyways, creating new 
off street parking, lighting improvements, 
landscaping, and property acquisition for further improve-
ments as needed.

DDA revenue in the first year of the plan is estimated 
at $17,743, with an increase each year thereafter, based on 
growth percentages of 2-3 percent. In total, the DDA is pro-
jected to generate $1,394,405.57 in tax increment revenue 
over the 20-year term of the plan.

The first project would be to create a parking lot in the 
grassy area off 2nd and Maple street east of the staging 
area. Womack said that would cost approximately $60,000.

Grant application for new sidewalks
The City Council also approved a resolution to approve 

an application for Community Development Block Grant 
funding to create ADA compliant sidewalks in the down-
town area (five feet wide) with curb and gutter. If they get 
the grant, all sidewalks in the area between First and Sec-
ond Streets and Muskegon and Maple would be replaced 
on both sides of the street. Project expenses are estimated at 
$625,069.60. The city is asking for a grant of $468,802.12, 
and they would then have to come up with a partial match-
ing grant of $156, 267.38.

Womack said that the city intends to use the general fund 
balance to cover that amount. “The fund balance is current-

Library
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part to stop it,” stated Col. Kriste Kibbey Etue, director of 
the MSP. “More people in Michigan die from drug overdos-
es than car crashes, and the Angel Program is one way the 
Michigan State Police is helping to reduce drug demand and 
serve those struggling with this deadly addiction.”

The Angel Program first launched in October 2016 at the 
MSP Gaylord Post. Since then it has expanded across the 
state, most recently becoming operational in metro Detroit. 
To date, 37 people have been admitted to treatment through 
the program.

“The addiction epidemic is impacting every community 
in our state and having the Angel Program available across 
Michigan will help families struggling with addiction have 
more second chances and fewer funerals,” said Lt. Gov. Bri-
an Calley. “Congratulations to the Michigan State Police and 
everyone involved in expanding this life-saving program for 
this national problem.” 

The Angel Program is made possible thanks to a partner-
ship with the Michigan Department of Health and Human 
Services’ Prepaid Inpatient Health Plans, private donations 
and a grant from P.A.A.R.I. (the Police Assisted Addiction 
and Recovery Initiative). P.A.A.R.I. is a nonprofit organiza-
tion whose mission is to support the Gloucester Police ad-
diction initiatives, aid other police departments to implement 
similar programs, and foster a dialogue around the unique 
opportunity for police departments to take direct action 
against the disease of drug addiction in their communities. 

If you are interested in learning more about the MSP An-
gel Program, would like to become an Angel volunteer or 
wish to make a donation to support the initiative, visit www.
michigan.gov/AngelProgram. 

Opioid
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 Teacher Steve Ringler’s machining woods class created the free little libraries. Also in the 
photo is Mayor Pro Tem Pam Conley  (front) and City Manager Mike Womack (far right).

ly about double the required minimum and I feel comfort-
able drawing down that amount if we are expecting to get 
back more than 2:1 money,” explained Womack. “The im-
provement of sidewalks was considered a main priority for 
the City Council when I got here and this is the best oppor-
tunity that we have to potentially get it done. While we have 
a good chance of getting the grant there is no promise at this 
point. Neither homeowners nor businesses will be asked to 
contribute to the cost of this project.”

Water and sewer to new restaurant approved
The Cedar Springs City Council approved extending wa-

ter and sewer to the location at 17 Mile and White Creek 
where a new Culver’s restaurant will be built this spring. 
The restaurant will be built on land located across the street 
from Big Boy, behind Arby’s and Citgo. The parcel is cur-
rently made up of three lots, which will be combined and 
split into two, with Culver’s taking the north parcel and 
the other left open for another drive thru restaurant. Gary 
Coleman, who was there to represent Culver’s, thanked 
City Manager Mike Womack for making the city more busi-
ness-friendly. He also said they were hoping to start con-
struction in March, and open in July.



‘tis the season for Christmas bird 
counting
Michigan DNR and 
Audubon Great Lakes 
working together for 
conservation
by Holly Vaughn, Michigan 
department of natural resources
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Hunting/outdoors

Pine grosbeaks, like this female photographed in Marquette County, are among the species found on 
Christmas bird Counts in the northern part of the state.

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
by steve Mueller

Ody Brook 
Nature Sanctuary’s 
Mission

Like most nature lovers, I am bound to the land by heart, 
spirit, and labor of love. Bob Stegmier requested I write about 
Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary for the Izaak Walton League 
(IKEs). The mission here is to protect and enhance life in the 
native ecosystem where we live as members of the natural 
community. 

Here Little Cedar Creek’s permanent flowing headwaters 
begin. In spring, the creek carries water from about one mile 
upstream. By mid to late summer the creek bed is mostly dry 
upstream. Springs feed the creek with cold water to keep a 
constant flow. Groundwater springs are critical to make the 
creek suitable for brook trout. 

As I was leaving Ody Brook on opening day of trout sea-
son, an angler fishing at the highway bridge told me he had a 
brookie in his creel. The next Saturday an angler told me had 
his limit by 10 a.m. It pleases me environmental conditions 
supply healthy living space for these beauties and other stream 
life.

I was concerned the important headwaters that make life 
possible for thousands of plant and animal species, clear wa-
ter, and solitude would be replaced with box houses to create 
a sterile landscape. Most of my life, I owned seven acres. Mrs. 
Williams owned land I purchased to expand the sanctuary on 
the stream’s floodplain. She desired to retain her 80-acre farm 
that included the creek and floodplain until her death. After 
her death, she said the children could do as they needed with 
the land. 

For 30 years I helped safeguard her land. Her husband died 
the year I bought seven acres adjoining her property. She 
leased tillable upland to a farmer. There were trespass and oth-
er issues I helped resolve. She told me to use the property like 
I owned it but I did little except maintain some walking trails. 
Consumer’s Energy owns a swath that bisects the property for 
its high-power utility line that crackles on rainy days. 

When it became necessary for her to move to a nursing 
home, she sold me the floodplain property with some adja-
cent upland forest to pay for her needs. We were both pleased. 
She knew I would care for the land like I cared for my kids. 
I thought it would never be possible to afford ownership of 
the land to protect the creek, floodplain, and upland. I chose a 
career as a naturalist where one does not gain wealth studying 
natural history of ecosystems and teaching others about the 
world’s natural wonders that sustain our health. 

The purchased portion was landlocked. I wanted to pur-
chase additional acreage north of the powerline where the 
creek flowed so I could protect that portion of the creek and 
have access from a road. She was pleased to sell me that wet-
land. The farmhouse and tillable land was sold to another. 

This happy story allows me to protect the creek with ad-
jacent treasures like three federally threatened American 
Chestnut trees. That species played an important role in our 
country’s development as part of the oak-hickory-chestnut 
ecosystem that encompassed much of the eastern US. Today 
textbooks refer to oak-hickory forest ecosystem because an 
exotic imported fungal blight eliminated most chestnuts from 
existence. 

As ecosystem ecologist for Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary’s 
61 acres, my efforts focus on ecosystem enhancement for spe-
cies that share the landscape. It is not primarily a nature center 
for education and human activity. The Howard Christensen 
Nature Center, Luton County Park, and the IKES property 
serve that purpose in our area. Here we serve plants and an-
imals to help them thrive. In turn, they help society flourish.

Visitors are welcome to enjoy the sanctuary provided they 
call or email to request permission. I detest “No Trespassing” 
signs and am pleased to share with those willing to follow use 
guidelines. Some groups organize guided field trips to learn 
management strategies implemented for woodcock, turtlehead 
plants that support Baltimore butterflies, swamp saxifrage, 
forest, field, and wetland. College interns earn credit learning 
habitat management. I present a program titled “Restoring 
Biodiversity to Home Landscapes” and others. Program fees 
help fund management at Ody Brook and help others learn 
ecology for landscape sustainability. 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net 
- Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

fishing tip
How to target popular fish species 
through the ice

Are you getting anxious for thick enough ice to head out 
fishing? Consider using the following tips when targeting 
four species popular with anglers in the winter.

Walleye
Early-ice walleyes are known to be active and aggressive. 

Use tip-ups at varying depths around the lake (anywhere 
from 15 to 35 feet deep) to appeal to this species. Regardless 
of the depth, always set the live minnow under the tip-up to 
swim 12 to 15 inches off the bottom.

Crappie
Consider using plastic bait, rather than live bait, when fish-

ing for crappie. Focus on weed lines to find them. A lot of 
times crappie will hang out in the middle of the water col-
umn, half-way between the ice and bottom.

Northern Pike
You’ll find these aggressive fish near off-shore structures 

and weed lines, so try these types of spots on your favorite 
pike lakes first. 

Yellow Perch
Attract bigger perch by using tip-ups with minnows, that’s 

what they’re primarily eating this time of year. Sticking a 
minnow on an ice fishing rod is also very productive.

For more information on fishing during Michigan’s winter, 
visit Michigan.gov/fishing. 

Professional angler Mark Martin recommends tip-ups for walleye 
fishermen.

This holiday season tens of 
thousands of Americans will fan 
out across the country with one 
goal in mind: finding and count-
ing as many species of birds as 
they can find.

These observations will add to 
a large data set going back 117 
years to Dec. 25, 1900, when the 
Christmas Bird Count, known then as the Christmas Bird 
Census, was first established.

The Christmas count remains one of the most important 
citizen science datasets today, helping scientists understand 
population declines and range shifts in North American 
birds.

“From beginning birdwatchers to experts, participants in 
Christmas counts gather to identify and census birds within 
15-mile diameter count circles,” said John Pepin, DNR dep-
uty public information officer. “The Christmas counts are a 
great opportunity to learn more about the winter birdlife of 
a particular area, and for beginners to gain experience bird-
ing alongside experts. Some participants count for an hour 
or so, some birdwatch for the whole day, some count at their 
bird feeders at home.”

There are now more than 2,500 Christmas Bird Counts 
in the U.S., Canada, the Pacific Islands, the Caribbean, and 
Central and South America. Michigan alone has 75 count 
circles, stretching from the Keweenaw Peninsula in the 
north, to Monroe and Berrien counties in the south.

To find the nearest count circle, the National Audubon 
Society maintains an informative map at https://audubon.
maps.arcgis.com/apps/View/index.html?appid=fadfb421e-
95f4949bde20c29a38228bd. Clicking on a count circle 
on the map shows where and when the bird counting team 
meets, and who the count compiler is.

Christmas Bird Counts are open to the public, fami-
ly-friendly and a great way to meet local birders.

“Year after year, my wife and I participate in Christmas 
Bird Counts. We’ve counted birds in Grand Traverse Coun-
ty, Macomb County and Oakland County over the years.” 
said Jeremy Joswick, a Macomb Audubon Society member. 
“We feel it is important to contribute to this citizen science 
project and are glad we can help.”

Joswick said one of the most memorable Christmas Bird 
Count experiences he and his wife had was in Grand Tra-
verse County, very early in the morning, before the sun rose.

“We were standing on the side of Hoosier Valley Road, 
listening for owls, when a great horned owl began to hoot,” 
Joswick said. “It echoed in the quiet morning air—a really 
cool experience.”

The Christmas Bird Count is spearheaded by Audubon, a 
nonprofit organization with over 700 employees in the U.S.

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources shares 
an employee with Audubon out of its Great Lakes office in 
Chicago.

Michigan bird conservation coordinator Caleb Putnam 
oversees a communications program called MI Birds, 
which is focused on bridging gaps between the hunting and 
birding communities and increasing understanding of the 
value of public lands and the need for strong funding of 
conservation in Michigan.

MI Birds began about one year ago, with the formation 
of a steering committee consisting of a dozen partner orga-
nizations from game and non-game conservation organiza-
tions, including Ducks Unlimited, Ruffed Grouse Society, 
Pheasants Forever, National Wild Turkey Federation, The 
Nature Conservancy, Michigan Audubon, Detroit Audu-
bon, Kalamazoo Nature Center, Michigan State University 
Extension and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Together, the members of this group help to develop mes-
saging communicated by MI Birds and determine audienc-
es to send the messages to.

“In the beginning, we were just excited to assemble such 
a diverse and unique group,” Putnam said. “We made im-
portant conversations happen just by getting all of these 
conservation groups to the same table, and it’s something I 
haven’t seen before.”

Others agreed.
“Creating an environment of collaboration between bird-

ing and hunting groups is something we’ve been pushing 
for years, and this program has really made it happen,” said 
Audubon Great Lakes’ Director of Conservation Nat Mill-

bird - continues on page 15
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sports
WMP wrestlers place 
in three events

CS Youth wrestlers place at rockford
by Jacquie troupe

er.
Russ Mason, DNR Wildlife Division chief, said it’s been 

a long-term challenge of the agency to engage new user 
groups and begin to plan for declining hunter revenues for 
public-lands conservation.

“MI Birds is our first big attempt at leading discussions 
between all of these conservation-minded groups,” Mason 
said.

MI Birds’ biggest presence is online, on a Facebook page 
with over 4,000 followers. The page features real-time in-
formation about Michigan’s birds and their migrations, pre-
sented in a fun and engaging way for the public.

Putnam posts videos and hosts Facebook live feeds from 
a variety of public-lands areas. For example, one video pro-
duced earlier this year from the Murphy Lake State Game 
Area in Tuscola County showed Putnam investigating the 
nesting habitat of the Louisiana waterthrush, a state spe-
cial concern songbird that lives there. See it at https://www.
facebook.com/MIBirdspage/videos/283336678809254/.

Putnam is also working to publicize the DNR’s import-
ant habitat work statewide. He is leading tours to key state 
game areas and other lands, engaging the public in a con-
versation with DNR biologists about the work being done, 
which species it benefits and how it is funded.

“Once non-consumptive users understand how nongame 
species benefit from primarily game-funded work, the light 
bulbs immediately go off,” Putnam said. “We have people 
asking how they can donate to the work before the tours 
even begin.”

By elevating these discussions statewide, MI Birds stands 
to engage new user groups and create a broader constituen-
cy for public-lands conservation in Michigan.

Christmas Bird Counts are one of many places members 
of the MI Birds groups could find common interest, fun and 
camaraderie, paving the way for greater understanding and 
cooperation in the future.

The gatherings are also places new participants might 
find future best friends, while pursuing their personal inter-
est in birds, nature and conservation.

For more information on MI Birds, visit the MI Birds 
Facebook page.

Cedar Springs Youth Wrestlers that won at the Rockford Open and Novice tournament last weekend.

CSYWC had 39 wrestlers head to Rockford to compete 
in the RYWC Open & Novice tournament Sunday, Decem-
ber 17th joining 72 teams from all over the state. There 
were 528 wrestlers looking for the top spots in their weight 
classes.

“We had lots of wrestlers out today and we saw a lot of 
great matches. We had a handful of wrestlers step on the 
mat to compete for the very first time and they wrestled 
very well. We went 68-63 today but had 26 medal. I can’t 
wait to see how everyone progresses throughout the sea-
son,” said Coach Jake Marsman.

Taking home the 4th place medals for the team were 
Brycen Alber, Taylor Crystal, Cameron Ellison, Zach Vu, 
Gavyn Byxbe, Urijah Bates, Deegan Pike and Wyatt Coo-
per.

The 3rd place finishers were Logan Galinis, Jaxon Fitz-
gerald, Tucker Crystal, Dakota Winchell, Brenden Johnson 

and Rory Shoenborn.
The 2nd place grapplers were Jonathan Libera, Jayce 

Karafa, Hudson Crystal, Blake Falan, Thomas Prins and 
Conner Dines.

This Sunday’s CSYWC Champions were Ben Streeter, 
Tucker Dines, Nolan Myers, Carter Falan, Logan Troupe 
and Maston Wood. Congratulations, wrestlers!

Deegan Pike had the most pins for the team and was 25th 
over all with 3 pins in 4:30. Conner Dines was 32nd with 
3 in 5:41. Cameron Ellison was 57th with 2 in 1:44. Carter 
Falan was 100th with 2 in 3:54. Maston Wood was 18th 
in fastest Technical Fall (wrestling’s version of the mercy 
rule) winning 17-2 in 2:41. Hudson Crystal tied for 41st 
winning 16-0 in 4:30. Conner Dines had the fastest pin for 
the team and tied for 15th with :18, Alex Hanes tied for 
60th with :32, Ben Streeter tied for 68th with :35 and Cam-
eron Ellison tied for 98th with :44. Carter Falan and Logan 
Troupe tied at 21st over all with the most team points for 
the day with 22.0, Tucker Dines tied for 40th with 20.0, 
Deegan Pike and Blake Falan tied for 64th with 18.0 and 
Conner Dines tied for 80th with 17.0. Conner Dines and 
Alex Hanes tied for 13th with 18 single match points. Mas-
ton Wood tied for 22nd with 17, Hudson Crystal tied for 
39th with 16, Gavyn Byxbe and Taylor Crystal tied for 
82nd with 14. Rory Shoenborn tied for 15th in total match 
points with 38, Conner Dines tied for 20th with 37, Tucker 
Dines tied for 24th with 35, Deegan Pike tied for 49th with 
30, Henry Galinis tied for 57th with 29, Brycen Alber, Alex 
Hanes and Maston Wood tied for 64th with 28, Hudson 
Crystal tied for 73rd with 27, Taylor Crystal, Cameron El-
lison and Zach Vu tied for 90th with 25.

West Michigan Pursuit wrestler Isaiah Sostenes, was champion in the 
80 lb, 9/10 age group at Rockford.

West Michigan Pursuit split up this weekend to participate 
in the Christmas Sparty Individuals/Duals and Rockford. We 
had seven enter the Saturday individual event, five enter the 
Sunday Duals and ten enter the Rockford Tournament. 

Sparty Individual Results are as follows: 75 lb Tyler Par-
meter, 10U and 58 lb Kellen Weckesser, 10U finished in 
6th Place. 70 lb Luke Egan, 10U finished in 5th Place. 85 lb 
Blake Peasley, 10U finished in 3rd. 68 lb Josh Vasquez, 12U 
finished in 2nd. 61 lb Drew Moro claimed the Championship 
title in the 8U. 

Sparty Duals results are as follows: 43 lb Brody Compau 
wrestled on Team MYWAY in the 8U. Compau went 5-1 
for the day, earning All American status. His team finished 
in 5th Place. 80 lb Tyler Parmeter wrestled up on Team Bro 
Black in the 10U and claimed a victory. His team finished in 
3rd Place. Luke Egan wrestled for Team Bro in their 10U 70 
lb and 12U 72 lb. Egan went 3-2 for the day earning All State 
status. His team finished in 3rd. 64 lb Drew Moro wrestled 
on Great Lakes White, 8U. Moro went 7-0 for the day, pin-
ning every opponent with a total time of 3:45. He also earned 
All American status and Team MVP for putting up 42 team 
points. His team finished in 3rd Place. 68 lb Josh Vasquez 
wrestled on New Generation Red Team in the 12U. Vasquez 
went 4-2 for the day earning All American status. 

Rockford results are as follows: 90 lb Blake Hammer, 
13/15 age group finished in 5th Place. 67 lb Evan Andrews, 
9/10 age group; 58 lb Kaleb Pautke, 7/8 age group and 85 
lb Isaiah Smith, 9/10 age group all finished in 4th Place. 52 
lb Tatianna Castillo, 7/8 age group finished in 2nd Place. 
Champions of the day are 63 lb Quinten Cassiday, 9/10 age 
group; 90 lb Blake Peasley, 9/10 age group and 80 lb Isaiah 
Sostenes, 9/10 age group. 

“Each week, these kids exceed my expectations. Their per-
formance on and off the matt is what motivates me to contin-
ue what I do,” said Head Coach and Owner, Dave Andrus.
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     Christmas is Coming!

Hark!
Hark!

1

2 3

4
5

7

6
8

9
10

11 12

13
14

17

S
A
N
T
A
C
L
A
U
S

B
E
L
L
S

E
V
E
R
G
R
E
E
N

Y
U
L
E
L
O
G

M
 I
S
T
L
E
T
O
E

N    G    E     L     S

E           H    L     E     H          M

K     I     N    G

C    A            E           S

O           N    A    M    E     N    T

W          E     A     T    H

C    H    R      I     S           M    A    S

P    O     I     N    S            T     T     I     A

T           R

  Many voices and 
musical instruments 
are used to make 
all the beautiful 
carols that we 
hear everywhere.

Christmas Shapes 
    and Shadows

1. star  2. yule log  3. Santa’s hat  4. gift  5. candy cane, 
6. gingerbread man  7. bells  8. evergreen  9. nutcracker, 
10. lights  11. candle  12. stocking

   Hark!  The 
Herald Angels 
       Sing...

1. drum
2. horns, drums
3. harps
4. bells, bells
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  Hmmm...
which way
do I go?
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Time to Review Your Investment
Strategy For the Year

As the year draws to a close, it’s a good time 
to review your progress toward your financial 
goals. But on what areas should you focus your 
attention?

Of course, you may immediately think 
about whether your investments have done 
well. When evaluating the performance of their 
investments for a given year, many people mis-
takenly think their portfolios should have done 
just as well as a common market index, such 
as the Standard & Poor’s 500. But the S&P 
500 is essentially a measure of large-company, 
domestic stocks, and your portfolio probably 
doesn’t look like that – nor should it, because 
it’s important to own an investment mix that 
aligns with your goals, risk tolerance and return 
objectives. It’s this return objective that you 
should evaluate over time – not the return of an 
arbitrary benchmark that isn’t personalized to 
your goals and risk tolerance.

Your return objective will likely evolve. If 
you are starting out in your career, you may 
need your portfolio to be oriented primarily 
toward growth, which means it may need to 
be more heavily weighted toward stocks. But 
if you are retiring in a few years, you may need 
a more balanced allocation between stocks 
and bonds, which can address your needs for 
growth and income.

So, assuming you have created a longterm 
investment strategy that has a target rate of re-
turn for each year, you can review your prog-
ress accordingly. If you matched or exceeded 
that rate this past year, you’re staying on track, 
but if your return fell short of your desired tar-
get, you may need to make some changes. Be-
fore doing so, though, you need to understand 

just why your return was lower than anticipat-
ed.

For example, if you owned some stocks that 
underperformed due to unusual circumstances 
– and even events such as Hurricanes Harvey 
and Irma can affect the stock prices of some 
companies – you may not need to be overly 
concerned, especially if the fundamentals of 
the stocks are still sound. On the other hand, 
if you own some investments that have under-
performed for several years, you may need to 
consider selling them and using the proceeds to 
explore new investment opportunities. 

Investment performance isn’t the only 
thing you should consider when looking at 
your financial picture over this past year. What 
changed in your life? Did you welcome a new 
child to your family? If so, you may need to 
respond by increasing your life insurance cov-
erage or opening a college savings account. 
Did you or your spouse change jobs? You may 
now have access to a new employer-sponsored 
retirement account, such as a 401(k), so you’ll 
need to decide how much money to put into 
the various investments within this plan. And 
one change certainly happened this past year: 
You moved one year closer to retirement. By 
itself, this may cause you to re-evaluate how 
much risk you’re willing to tolerate in your in-
vestment portfolio, especially if you are within 
a few years of your planned retirement.

Whether it is the performance of your port-
folio or changes in your life, you will find that 
you always have some reasons to look back 
at your investment and financial strategies for 
one year – and to look ahead at moves you can 
make for the next.

Business / finAnce$ $

lions Club raises funds for special library 
equipment

Those with hearing and sight 
issues will soon have an easier 
time using equipment at the Ce-
dar Springs Library, thanks to 
the Cedar Springs Lions Club. 
Lions Club treasurer Sue Norton 
presented a check for $7,078.00 
to Library Director Donna 
Clark, at the annual Lions Club 
Christmas Party December 5. 
The money will be used to help 
purchase equipment for those 
who are sight and hearing im-
paired. 

The CS Lions held several 
activities to collect funds for 

GamePoint
There’s a new family fun center in Howard City, and 

it has a little something for everyone. Matrisha and Jeff 
Brown opened GamePoint, located at 201 E. Edgerton, 
Howard City, in September. They have fun activities 
such as air hockey, skeeball, pool, wall writing, basket-
ball shootout, PS3 games, Wii games, VR, karaoke, and 
more. They also provide drinks and snacks, and have a 
room you can rent especially for birthday parties. 

They charge a one-time fee at the door, then all ac-
tivities are free. “We are always adding new things to 
our business at the suggestion of our customers,” said 
the Browns. In the future they hope to organize special 
events, holiday activities, sell used gaming merchan-
dise, and give prizes out to those who win a game. 

GamePoint is open every other Thursday and Friday 
noon to 8 p.m. and every other Saturday and Sunday 
noon to 8 p.m.

four ways leaders 
can help company’s 
culture thrive

Some employees just aren’t into their jobs. 
In fact, that may be true for most of them. The Gallup organiza-
tion, which regularly measures employee engagement across 
the country, reports that just 32 percent of employees say they are 
enthusiastic about and committed to their work and workplace.  
It doesn’t have to be that way, though, says Kerry Alison 
Wekelo, author of Culture Infusion: 9 Principles to Cre-
ate and Maintain a Thriving Organizational Culture (www.
kerryalison.com). With the right approach, she says, busi-
ness leaders can improve their corporate culture and mo-

ASK SCORE

read between the lines 
of your balance sheet

The Cedar Springs Lion Club presented a check to Cedar Springs Library Director Donna Clark earlier 
this month after a two-year fundraising project to help those with hearing and sight problems use 
library services. Courtesy photo.

BuSiNeSS Bit

this project including a Euchre Party 
and a Painting Party with local artist 
Andrea Lucas. They hosted several 
Poker rooms in Grand Rapids, and a 
Cedar Springs Brewery community 
share evening. The club has also been 
holding a Million Penny Mission for 
the past 2 years. You may have noticed 
the yellow jugs at several businesses 
around town.

With two years of activities, the Club 
was able to present the check at the an-
nual Christmas party.

Items to be purchased include Zoom-
Text with speech, Freedom Scientific 
Topaz EZ 24” Video Magnifier with 
HD Camera, EyePal Solo OCR Read-
er, Freedom Scientific Ruby 7 Portable 
Video Magnifier, Hand Held Power-
Mag Set 3.5x - 10.75, large print key-

board, and large screen monitor. This 
equipment will make Cedar Springs 
Library one of few libraries that can of-
fer this service equipment to the public. 

Look for the collection jugs and join 
the Cedar Springs Lions Club for more 
activities in the Cedar Springs area. 
Follow their activities and pictures 
from the events on the Cedar Springs 
Lions Club Facebook page. 

For newcomers to business, a balance 
sheet may appear at first to be a complex 
and confusing collection of numbers. 
However, this financial statement contains 
valuable information for assessing the 
health of your company and making deci-
sions on which direction to take.

A balance sheet is like a snapshot of 
your company at a single moment in time. 
The balance sheet shows how the capital 
within your business is distributed over 
the various accounts. A surplus of assets 
over liabilities indicates profitability. If 
the statement shows more liabilities than 
assets, however, your company is at a loss 
position—not necessarily cause for alarm, 
depending on the longer trend. For exam-
ple, a business may have a month with high 
expenses and a net loss that may be more 
than offset by five months of profitabili-
ty. On the other hand, three consecutive 
losing months should prompt the owner 
to make serious decisions about how to 
overcome the negative cash position.

Compare balance sheets over a period 
of time for the big picture of your assets 
and liabilities. By comparing these on an 
item-by-item basis, you can spot trends 
that will affect your firm’s overall finan-
cial health. For example, larger quantities 
of merchandise on hand from one period 
to another may reflect a decision to buy 
ahead because of continuing inflation. Re-
ceivables may show a continuing upward 
trend when collection of outstanding ac-

counts exceeds 30 days. Debts may run 
higher when the firm expands or makes 
capital improvements.

Much like the balance sheet, the prof-
it and loss statement (or operating state-
ment) totals the result of operations over 
a selected time period. This statement will 
show sales volume, cost incurred and the 
amount of profit or loss. Comparing the 
monthly or quarterly profit and loss state-
ments can be revealing. Why was there 
a lower gross profit for several quarters? 
Did price cuts decrease per sale profitabil-
ity? Was a higher proportion of sales spent 
on operating costs such as personnel, rent 
or insurance?  Are overhead costs increas-
ing routinely?

Do not rely solely on your accountant 
for advice and guidance in understanding 
your balance sheet. As the decision-mak-
er for your company, you need a clear 
understanding of how to read, interpret 
and act on financial information. For as-
sistance, contact SCORE, “Counselors to 
America’s Small Business.” 

SCORE is a nonprofit organization hav-
ing more than 35 volunteer counselors in 
Grand Rapids who provide free and con-
fidential  business  advice to veteran en-
trepreneurs and those just starting out. 
For the Grand Rapids Chapter of-
fice of SCORE, call 1-616/771-0305, or 
find a counselor online at www.scoregr.
org. Rockford Chamber of Commerce 
1-616/866-2000.

tivate employees to perform at their highest capacity. 
“Successful leaders are the ones who intentionally use 
their behavior as a positive example,” Wekelo says. “If 
you expect employees to work overtime for import-
ant deadlines, for example, they are much more inclined 
to do their best if you also stay and work the overtime.” 
To really get those employees engaged, a leader also must com-
mit to supporting the growth of people and not just systems, 
products or processes, says Wekelo, who is managing director 
of human resources and operations for Actualize Consulting. 

Here are four ways she 
says leaders can do that: 
•    Insist on a healthy work/
life balance. Work and home 
used to have clearer boundar-

ies, but these days work is always a mouse click or text message 
away. That can make it tough for both employees and corporate 
leaders to balance their lives, but Wekelo insists it’s important 
that they do. “When your life is well balanced, you will be more 
satisfied, more motivated, happier and healthier.” To achieve 
that balance, she says, you need to learn to say no; to set bound-
aries, such as declining to take work calls after 9 p.m.; and to 
handle issues as they come up so that you aren’t thinking about 
them after you go home. Leaders should practice this them-
selves and then help their companies facilitate it for employees. 
•    Practice effective communication. Communication isn’t 
just about what you say, it’s how well you listen, Wekelo says. 
“You want to be an active listener,” she says. “That means you 
not only hear the words the other person is saying, but you 

cuLturE - continues on page 18
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And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in
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LegaL NOTICeS

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

JEWELER
21+ Years Hand-crafting 

& Repairing

Daniel J. Reynolds
Jeweler

21 W. Cherry | Cedar Springs, MI
616.696.0982

Finished Quality Jewelry
Major Credit Cards aCCepted

BUSINESS
PROfESSIONALS

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

Brynadette 
Powell

Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.Brynadette.com

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

©2017 MDHearingAid, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

“I was amazed! Sounds I hadn’t heard 
in years came back to me!”

                   — Don, January 2016

DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED

For Less Than  $300

ADVANCED
HEARING AID 
TECHNOLOGY

The answer:  Although tremendous strides 
have been made in Advanced Hearing Aid 
Technology, those cost reductions have not 
been passed on to you. Until now...

The MDHearingAid PRO® uses the same 
kind of Advanced Hearing Aid Technology 
incorporated into hearing aids that cost thou-
sands more at a small fraction of the price.

Over 75,000 satis� ed PRO customers agree: 
High-quality, FDA-registeredhearing aids 
don’t have to cost a fortune. The fact is, you 
don’t need to spend thousands for a medi-
cal-grade hearing aid. 

MDHearingAid PRO® gives you a sophisti-
cated high-performance hearing aid that 
works right out of the box with no time-con-
suming “adjustment” appointments. You 
can contact a hearing specialist convenient-
ly on-line or by phone — even after sale at 
no cost. No other company provides such 
extensive support. Now that you know... 
why pay more?   

Use Code  BK54
and get FREE Batteries for 1 Year 

Plus FREE Shipping

For the Lowest Price Call BATTERIES 
INCLUDED! 

READY TO USE RIGHT 
OUT OF THE BOX! 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
45-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL!

Hearing is believing and we invite you to try 
this nearly invisible hearing aid with no 
annoying whistling or background noise for 
yourself. If you are not completely satis� ed, 
simply return it within that time period for a 
100% refund of your purchase price.
 

Nearly Invisible

1-888-905-6620

BIG SOUND. 
TINY PRICE.

How can a hearing aid that costs 
less than $300 be every bit as good as 
one that sells for $2,000 or more?

CrOSSWOrd aNSWerS

Public Notice 
of the city of 
cedar SPriNgS

The City Council Has Approved An Ordinance 
200 To Amend Chapter 12, Article Ii, Division 3 
Development And Tax Increment Finance Plan, 
Sec. 12-65 Through 12-73 Of The Code Of Ordi-
nances Of The City Of Cedar Springs, Michigan.
This Ordinance Will Approve The 2017 Devel-
opment And Tax Increment Finance Plan Pro-
posed By The Downtown Development Authori-
ty Of The City Of Cedar Springs And To Provide 
For The Collection Of Tax Increment Revenues.

This Ordinance Is Effective December 21, 2017. 
Complete Copy Of The Ordinance Is Available 
In The Office Of The City Clerk.

Dated: December 21, 2017  
 Rebecca Newland

City Clerk
616.696.1330

Summary Of The Regular 
Meeting Of The

Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, December 14th, 2017

7:00 P.M.
Cedar Springs City Hall

66 S. Main St.
Cedar Springs, Michigan

The Meeting Was Called To Order At 7:03 P.M. 
By Mayor Hall.  The Pledge Of Allegiance Was 
Recited.  Six Councilmembers Were Present.  
An Appreciation Award Was Presented To Deans 
Excavating And Cedar Springs High School Ma-
chining Woods Class.  Sue Wolfe And Donna 
Clark Addressed The Council During The Pub-
lic Comments. There Were 3 Public Hearings; 
Amended And Restated 2017 Tax Increment 
Financing Plan And Development Plan For The 
Downtown Development District City Of Cedar 
Springs, Michigan 2017-2036, City Of Cedar 
Springs Community Development Block Grant 
(CBDG) City Of Cedar Springs, Cedar Springs, 
MI, To Consider Potential Projects For Which 
Funding May Be Applied Under The CBDG 
Small Cities Program For Program Year 2017-
2018, And 425 Agreement Regarding Transfer 
Of 4042 17 Mile Rd (41-02-30-100-044) And 
13900 White Creek Ave (41-02-36-100-035) 
From Solon Township To The City Of Cedar 
Springs.  The Agenda And The Consent Agenda 
Were Approved With The Addition Of 6Cf Iii And 
Iv And 6Co I And Ii. Action Taken:.  Ordinance 
200 An Ordinance To Approve The 2017 Devel-
opment And Tax Increment Finance Plan Pro-
posed By The Downtown Development Authori-
ty Of The City Of Cedar Springs And To Provide 
For The Collection Of Tax Increment Revenues, 
Resolution 2017- 26 To Approve Community De-
velopment Block Grant Funding Application For 
ADA Compliant Sidewalks, Resolution 2017 – 27 
A Resolution Approving City Water And Sanitary 
Sewer Service To And Affecting The Condition-
al Transfer Of Certain Real Property From The 
Jurisdiction Of Solon Township To The Jurisdic-
tion Of The City Pursuant To The Development 
Cooperation Agreement Between The City And 
The Township Dated As Of December 30, 1999, 
Verizon One Talk And Authorize The City Clerk 
To Execute Any Agreements Necessary For The 
Change In Services, Chassis Bid From Truck 
And Trailer Specialties For The 2018 Peterbuilt 
Truck In The Amount Of $87,297.00, Motion To 
Approve Purchase Of Orion Dual Star Meter 
For The Waste Water Treatment Plant In The 
Amount Of $1849.50, And The Interpretation 
Of Ordinance 193.  Discussions Were Held On: 
Business Licenses And Medical Marijuana The 
Meeting Was Adjourned At 8:51 P.M.  A Com-
plete Copy Of The Minutes Is Available In The 
Office Of The City Clerk And Will Be Posted On 
The City’s Website Upon Approval.

Dated: December 21, 2017  
 Rebecca Newland

City Clerk
616.696.1330

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year

Our Advertisers Bring 
yOu local news!

100% 
AdveRtiSeR 
SuppORted

#shopthepost



Champion – Shepherd Mix
I am a sweet and gen-
tle 2 year old dog. I was 
transferred to HSWM 
recently from a shelter 
in Mississippi where I was 
found with an injured 
back leg that had to be 
amputated. I am very mo-
bile and have no problem 
getting around. I would 
do best in a home with 
older/respectful children. 
I prefer to approach 
people and dogs on my 
terms and currently am 
kenneled with a quiet fe-

male dog. I have so much love to give and know that I’m 
going to find my forever home in Michigan! If I sound like a 
good fit for you, please come meet me at Humane Society 
of West Michigan! 

Sheba – Female Do-
mestic Short Hair
I am a 13 year old cat 
looking for my forev-
er home. I’m a sweet 
and social girl who 
loves pets and play-
ing! I also like to relax 
and would do best 
in a quiet home that 
would give me some 
love and attention. I’m 
an easy going cat and would bring someone a lot of joy! 
Please come meet me at Humane Society of West Michi-
gan! Animals ages 7 years and older have their adoption fees 
waived due to generous grant funding. 

Humane Society of West Michigan is open Tuesday-Friday 
12pm-7pm and Saturday-Sunday 11am-4pm.  HSWM will be 
closed to the public on Monday, Dec. 25th for the holiday,
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• Lost 
• Found 
• Free to good 

homes

Animal Ads

are Free 

in the Post
696-3655

Help 
Wanted

ClASSifiedS 
are online @ 

cedarspringspost.com/classifieds/

COLOR PAGE

small ads 
make ¢ents

Call 
the Post

696-3655

Critter
Cornerfor rentaUCtion

CLASSIfIEDS
ANIMAL LOST/fOUND ADS ARE fREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655

P   STThe

ServiCeS

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

HomeS 
for Sale

For more information on the 
Humane Society of West Michigan, 

call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 
3077 Wilson NW,  just ½ mile north of  

Three Mile Road during adoption hours or 
visit www.hswestmi.org

PETS of the WEEk
Humane Society of West Michigan’s

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

for Sale

PEOPLE WHO KNOW 
REAL ESTATE BEST!
616-696-3300

Fax 616-696-3311

View our website
stoutgroup.net

Who do you know   
Who’s

LOOKING TO BUY 
OR 

SELL REAL ESTATE

(616) 915-6414
leon@stoutgroup.net

4330 17 Mi le Rd., 
Cedar Spr ings, MI

Direct 24/7

STOUT
Leon

REALTOR® - CONSULTANT

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.comP   STThe

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 
616-696-1100

Merry

Christmas! Christmas Trees: Enjoy the 
experience of choosing and 
cutting your own tree in a 
peaceful, natural setting from a 
good selection of fir or spruce. 
Dawn til dusk, til Christmas. 
7788 – 19 Mile Rd. East of 
Myers Lake Rd. #50,51p

Happy Jack® Liqui-Vict 
2x: recognized safe & ef-
fective by US CVM against 
hook & round worms. At 
Tractor Supply. (ken-
nelvax.com). #51-01p

8’ Western snow plow. 
No rust, new bottom blade. 
Fits GMC ‘95-’98. $450.00. 
Hunter’s Special Camp-
er. Older but nice shape. 
$1400.00 into it. Will take 
$800.00, firm. Call 616-
788-8415 or 616-200-
5257. #tfn

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

For Sale: Siberian Husky 
puppies. Ready 12/22. Vet 
checked, 1st shots, with papers 
AKC registered. Call 616-263-
0482 for showing. 1 red, 5 
black, 3 females, 3 males. #49-
52p

Clinical/Business Manager – 
The Brook of Cedar Springs

The Brook of Cedar Springs will soon be opening and 
has an exceptional opportunity for a compassionate and 
talented RN or LPN to help develop and lead our team. 
The Brook is a beautiful retirement setting providing 
independent and assisted living in our 42 unit commu-
nity. The manager assumes responsibility for the overall 
direction and coordination of services provided, and the 
overall operations of the building.  Two years supervisory 
experience required. On-call availability required. Start-
ing salary range $54,000 to $66,000. 

Please submit resume to 
The Brook Retirement Communities, Inc., 

2375 I-75 Business Loop, Grayling, MI 48738, 
or apply on line at BrookRetirement.com  EOE
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use the 

Cedar Springs
Post

Classifieds 

try to understand the complete message that’s being sent.” To 
achieve that, you should practice empathy, focus your atten-
tion, show you are listening through both verbal and non-ver-
bal responses, suspend judgment, ask questions and verify 
that you correctly understand the other person’s message. 
•    Focus on your people. If employees are happy, customers 
will have a better experience, Wekelo says. Three key factors to 
achieving that, she says, are hiring the right people, providing 
a robust and generous benefits package, and prioritizing well-
ness efforts that encourage employees to exercise and eat right. 
•    Regularly conduct employee surveys. It’s important 
to ask employees about what’s working and what’s not 
working. “But remember that surveys that only gather 
information are not useful,” Wekelo says. “To make 
them effective, your organization must also provide de-
tailed results back to your team and create an implemen-
tation plan that includes some of your employees’ ideas.” 
“Although every person is different, we universally do well 
with leaders who focus on appreciation, respect and trust, and 
who empower teams to add value to the company,” Weke-
lo says. “Exceptional leaders know how to motivate em-
ployees, retain quality talent and cultivate job satisfaction.” 
Kerry Alison Wekelo (www.kerryalison.com) is managing di-
rector of human resources and operations for Actualize Con-
sulting. She also is author of Culture Infusion: 9 Principles 
to Create and Maintain a Thriving Organizational Culture. 
Among her other accomplishments, Wekelo is a yoga teacher, 
life coach, award-winning author of children’s books, and the 
founder of Zendoway, a company that encourages holistic well-
ness.

 

Culture
...continued from page 16
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WINTER
SAVINGS EVENT

Why wait until 2018? Start on your goals, TODAY!

$0 ENROLLMENT AVAILABLE +

GET JANUARY FREE!
HURRY! Offer ends 12/31/17. Free month valid for new primary or head-of-household annual 

agreements only and will be applied to January 2018. See advisor for details.

616-784-8760  |  515 E Division  |  Rockford, MI 49341  |  MVPSportsClubs.com
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Phone: (616) 866-7663        Fax: (616) 866-7726
11625 Northland Drive NE, Rockford, MI 49341www.nugentbuilder.com

COMMERCIAL:
Andersen Corporation
Andrus Architecture 
Angel Care 
B&R Real Estate  
Bachelder Gun Makers 
Barton Malow Company 
Byrne Electrical  
Byron Center Public Schools 
Cedar Springs Community Library
Central Montcalm Public Schools
Christ The King Church 
City of Greenville  
Compass Coach  
Country Inn of Holland 
CS Tool & Engineering 
Cutler House Condominiums
Darrin Crump  
D.C. Martin & Son Scales 
Don & Robin Andrews 
Duluth Trading Company 
Eastmont Properties LLC 
Ferris Coffee & Nuts 
Flo’s in Greenville  
Forest Hills Public Schools
Grand Rapids Chamber of Commerce
Grand Rapids Public Schools
Grand Rapids Racquet & Fitness Club
Granger Construction Company
Greenville Floral Shop 
Hamilton Public Schools 
Holiday Kennels  
Hudsonville Public Schools 
J&B Enterprises  
JES Services  
King Milling Company 
M&B Real Estate  
Meekhof Investment 
Meekhof Tire  
Mill Pond Condominiums 
North Kent Connect 
Northstar Gymnastics 
Owen-Ames-Kimball Company
Parnell Partners
PeopleLink Staffing Solutions 
Revitalize LLC
Ritsema Associates
Rockford Public Schools 
Sandy Shoreline LLC
Sparta Area Public Schools 
St. Charles Catholic Church 
St. Julian Winery & Distillery 
St. Patricks Catholic Church 
St. Pauls Methodist Church 
State Farm Greenville - Jenni Pattillo
Studio 222 
Switch Pyramid  
Tesa Tape  
The Christman Company 
The GristMill 
Triangle Associates
True Value Hardware in Greenville
Vanderhyde Ford  
White Cloud Public Schools 

RESIDENTIAL:
Al & Angela Adams 
Jack & Judy Almassian 
John & Sue Andersen 
Chad Arntz  
Scott & Ginger Ashcraft 
George & Kate Augustyn 
Adam & Lisa Baar  
Don & Amber Balkema 
Fred Barkwell  
Sam & Rose Barravecchia 
Beth Batts  
Dennis & Nancy Bekken 
Matt Bell   
Matt & Shari Berger 
John & Susan Bergin 
David Bockheim  
Jeff & Lori Boss  
Ed & Connie Brown 
Bill Bruckman  
Bob Brummit  
Dan & Tracy Byrne  
Norm & Rosemary Byrne 
Eddie & Suzanne Bullinger 
Bob & Megan Callery 
Tom & Carol Capps 
Jerry & Leslie Cardinal 
Paul & Patty Catlin  
Tim Chesla  
Ellen Cherveny  
Brett & Mary Christie 
Kayle & Suzy Clements 
Brad & Dana Clarke 
Mitch & Beth Cole  
Ryan Converse 
Keith & Shirley Cook 
Mike & Linda Cox  
Bill & Trish Cutler  
Chuck & Ruth Damon 
Erik & Ashley Dane  
Eric & Leslie Day  
Marc & Molly Denman 
Barb & Ann Denison 
Steve DeWitt  
Kurt & Janet Dietsch 
Steven Dombruskas 
Ruth Drake  
Rick & Barb Dreiband 
Ron & Joan Dreyer  
John Dunn  
Jerry & Virginia Dutmers
Paul Elsen  
Anita Ericson
Ted & Beth Felkers 
Ryan & Janna Figg
Jim & Jen Foerster 
Tom & Lisa Foster 
Gary & Susan Freyling 
Sheila Grant & Maria Cimitile
Ryan & Erin Gullicson
Rami & Marilee Hanna
Doug & Shelly Hilbert
Tom & Barbara Hiller
Elaine Hoekstra 
Mark & Shelbi Hoffman
Randy & Dawn Hoffman
Jim & Cathy Holbrook 
James & Lori Holland 
Jon Holsinger
Lon & Kathy Holton

Scott Hoogerhyde & Shannon Olson
Ron & Lois Horstman
Allan & Tari Howland
Jason James 
Dr. Andrew & Jill Jameson 
Christine Johnson  
Richard & Karen Johnson 
Mark & Joni Kaltrider
Mary Kaneti 
Paul & Beth Kelly  
David & Louise Kidd
Dave & Christina Kleinpaste 
Chris & Lauren Knowlton 
Tammie Koning 
Bob & Sue Krenselewski 
Don Kurylowicz 
Dennis & Petra Laux
Pat & Sally LeBlanc 
Bill & Sharon Leeder
Barbara Lewis  
Renee Lobert & Ingrid Jensen
Carol & Perry Lopucki
Bill & Kathy Maas 
Tod & Lisa Mackey 
Vince & Kathy Majewski 
Tom & Cathy Mall 
Todd Mall
Russ & Shawn Marks
Colby & Nancy Martin 
Eric & Lori Maxey  
Bill McAlary 
Kevin & Lori McDaniels 
John & Kate McGary
Mike & Kim McKay  
Kent McPherson  
Bob & Janet Meader
Mary Meehleder  
Butch & Ruth Meekhof
Dyanna Meekhof 
Lori Melton
Matt & Jeana Mileskiewicz
Ann Mohan 
Jan Mundwhiler  
Bill Nash  
Dorothy Nelsen 
Nick Nicola 
Jake & Emily Noordeloos 
Tim & Gina Northup
Matt Norton 
Peter Nye   
Tim & Beth Odonnell 
Tim & Nancy Palmer 
Dr. Rich & Mary Panek 
Drew Petro
Jerry & Judy Pitsch  
Dave Powell 
Kyle & Amanda Rasche 
Mark & Tami Redfield 
Jim & Sommer Rober 
Tyan & Lisa Roelands 
David Ross 
Matt & Lori Ruffino  
Tim & Patricia Ryan
Matt & Bonnie Ryfiak 
Rick & Tammy Sackett 
Terry & Stacey Sammon 
Robert & Candice Scheper 
Jay & Kateri Schwandt 
Jason Scott 
Bob & Kathy Scudder
Steven Servaas 
David & Pamela Shilton

Jim & Martha Slubowski
Gerry Smith
Brian & Sara Smith 
Glen & Betsy Smith
Nancy Snoeyink 
Richard Spicer
David & Ellen Spoelhof
Bill & Rachel Stechebar
Victoria Sterzick
Desiree Strayer
Pat & Shea Streidel 
Dan & Beverly Sugarbaker
Joe & Marybeth Susnak
Chuck & Lori Thebo
Paul & Lori Trice 
Robin & Margaret Tuttle
Rich & Kim Urbanski
D.J. & Mellony Vandenburg 
Ray & Dianne VanderMeer 
Leslie Warner 
Gayle & Diana Weirich
Terri Wiersma
Ray & Michele Wilcox
John & Cindy Williams
Steven Williams 
Brian Wilson 
Ryan Wilson 
Mike Woolridge
Denise Zoeterman & Therese Riley
Mark & Megan Zonavetch 

A special thank you to 
those who have provided 
us with referrals.  

Your kind words and 
recommendations are 
greatly appreciated:
Troy Alexander
Robert Andrus
Bernie Beier
Rick & Barb Dreiband
Tom & Lisa Foster 
Stacey George 
George Germain
Beth Gilbert
Lon & Kathy Holton 
Tom Hopping
Tammie Koning
Ryan Milewski
Mary Nelsen
Peter Nye 
Julie O’Neil
Mason Pant
Wayne Riersema 
Jeff Taylor 
Dan Uccello
Davide Uccello    

     
     

Thank You to All of This Year’s Clients:

               Merry Christmas     
       from Nugent Builders


