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Gas prices 
fallingBus driver cited in crash

Gas prices fell in Cedar Springs fon Wednes-
day, December 17. This photo shows a price 
of $2.14 at Wesco, but it had fallen to $2.13 by 
the end of the day. Photo by J. Reed.

For the first time since the spring of 2009, 
gas prices in Cedar Springs are nearing the 
$2.00 mark. 

At the end of the day Wednesday, prices 
had dropped to $2.13, 10 cents lower than 
the Grand Rapids average, and 25 cents 
lower than the Michigan average, according 
gasbuddy.com.

Patrick DeHaan, senior petroleum analyst 
at Gasbuddy.com, said that as of midday 
Sunday, all 48 lower U.S. states saw aver-
ages under $3/gallon, with New York being 
the last of the lower 48 to join. “Motorists 
are saving $270 million dollars every day 
versus pump prices a year ago,” he said.

A year ago, gas prices hovered just below 
$3.00 in our area.

 

Police cited a Tri County bus 
driver last week after she lost 
control of her school bus on an 
icy road and hit a tree, which in-
jured some students.

According to the Montcalm 
County Sheriff’s Office, they re-
sponded to the accident at about 

2:56 p.m., Wednesday, December 
10. The bus driver, Penny Grear, 
41, of Coral, was travelling south 
on Dagget Road, approaching the 
curve, where it turns into Tam-
arack Road. She reportedly lost 
control as she entered the curve, 
left the road, and struck some 

trees. 
Five students were on the bus 

at the time. Both a 7-year-old and 
a 17-year-old were transported 
by ambulance DeVos Children’s 
Hospital with non-life-threatening 
injuries. Two others, a 16-year-old 
and 12-year-old, were treated for 

minor injuries at the scene, and 
then released to their parents. A 
15-year-old was turned over to 
her parents at the scene.

The driver was cited for Failure 
To Use Due Care/Caution While 
Operating A Motor Vehicle.

Helping with history
By Judy reed

Nolan Patin, 13, is shown here dressed as a 
turn of the century newspaper boy for the Ce-
dar Springs Historical Museum’s recent Can-
dlelight Tour. Photo courtesy of the CS Historical 
Museum.

Nolan Patin created a small Christmas light display set to 
music in front of his home at 2207 15 Mile Road. Those who 
visit it may leave a donation for the CS Museum if they wish. 
For more homes on our Tour of Lights, visit page 9.

The Cedar 
Springs His-
torical Muse-
um has a new 
unofficial pro-
gram director, 
who has a 
passion for 
history, which 
is not unusu-
al. What is 
unusual is that 
he is only 13 
years old and 
yet harbors 
more passion 
for his work 
and is better 
at communicating it than 
many adults.

Nolan Patin, 13, the son 
of Jeff and Cindy Patin, 
of Algoma Township, has 
been working with the mu-
seum for the last year or so. 
He started by creating the 
haunted schoolhouse the 
museum has done for Hal-
loween the last two years.

Nolan said that it all 
started last year, when his 
aunt spoke with him and 
his brother about being on 
their pirate float. “She also 
wanted input on a haunted 

house, and I brought up my 
ideas,” he explained. “It 
was a big hit and we did it 
again this year.”

After that event, Nolan 
was hooked. He’s been 
helping out with various 
tasks and events ever since.

“He’s been a real bless-
ing,” remarked Sharon Jett, 
of the Cedar Springs His-
torical Society. “To have 
him approach us, on his 
own, about wanting to do 
these things, is really some-
thing.” Jett said he took the 
haunted house idea and cre-
ated everything for it. He 

also was 
r e c e n t l y 
a news-
paper boy 
on their 
Vic to r i an 
candlelight tour after the 
Christmas tree lighting. 
“He was so into it,” said 
Jett. “His enthusiasm is 
wonderful. He’s extremely 
creative.”

Nolan is being homes-
chooled this year, and goes 
to the museum on Wednes-
days to help anywhere he’s 
needed. Jett said he has been 
helping index the funeral 

home books, and has helped 
in getting the schoolhouse 
ready for tours.

“He’s polite and 
kind-hearted,” noted Jett. 
“It’s hard to get people who 
want to help, especially 
younger people.”

Nolan said that he has a 
lot of interest in the history 
and being around the people 

Fun at the library 
with edible trees

Children and adults 
alike had some holi-
day fun at the Cedar 
Springs Public Li-
brary last Saturday, 
where 14 adults and 
34 children decorat-
ed edible Christmas 
trees. 

“They used frost-
ing, licorice, and even 
coconut to create and 
decorate,” explained 
Children’s Librarian 
Shannon Vanderhyde. 

Children and adults 
decorated Ice cream 
cones with frosting 
and various candies to 
resemble a Christmas 
tree. 

Photos courtesy of the 
Cedar Springs Public Library

Kids also had the opportunity to 
make a fun holiday ornament.

She said that each 
person was given two 
trees. Some children 
chose to decorate 
them the same, some 
gave each its own 
theme. Each child also 
had the opportunity to 
make a fun ornament. 



The Post recently traveled with 
Ken and Connie Mitz, of Pierson, 
to Cancun, Mexico on their hon-
eymoon. They visited Mexico for 
eight stress-free days in Septem-
ber. While there, they saw many 
sights, and saw first-hand how dif-
ferent their lifestyle is from ours.

Ken was especially amazed by 
all the small motorcycles they use 
for transportation. He saw wom-
en and children—two and some-
times three or four people—on a 
motorcycle. He said that a lot of 
the motorcycles were interesting, 
although not allowed in the states 
because of emissions.

“Another interesting thing is that 
all the bus drivers’ last names must 
be Andretti because they all drive like they are qualifying for the 
Indy 500,” he said.

Ken and Connie both took time out of their vacation to read 
their favorite newspaper, and are talking about returning to 
Mexico for their anniversary.
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BUILT  
 AROUND YOU. 
FOR THOSE NIGHTS 
WHEN HIS COUGHING 
JUST WON’T STOP.

URGENT CARE.
Mercy Health Urgent Care 

is there for you when you 

need it, and now, with a new 

location in Rockford, “there” 

is closer than ever before. 

Our experienced and caring 

physicians treat everything 

from ear infections to broken 

toes. And because it’s built 

around you, you’ll receive 

personalized care  

that won’t make you feel  

like a number.   

Now the best care in the 
region is also the closest.

7 a.m. – 10 p.m.  
(7 days a week) 

616-685-7961

6050 Northland Drive
Rockford 

MERCY HEALTH GRAND RAPIDS:  Saint Mary’s 

Southwest | Rockford | Mercy Health Physician Partners

MERCY HEALTH MUSKEGON:  Mercy | Hackley | General 

Lakeshore | Lakes Village | Mercy Health Physician Partners

MH-0137A

MH240_5x8_0137A.indd   1 11/25/14   2:49 PM

Looking for a job?

Manpower Can Help!

Brick Building Park in the back, and enter lower level.
Corner of 10 Mile and Main St.
Manpower, Rockford, MI 49341

Call 616-866-3982 x 77178

Apply in person at Manpower of Rockford

Manpower Has Job Positions -- FOR -- 

College Students work during winter break–
 Manpower is recruiting on behalf of Amway!

Assemblers and Packers and Loaders/Unloaders

Manpower Also Has Job Positions -- FOR -- 
Fork Lift Drivers 2nd and 3rd shift

Material Handlers 2nd and 3rd shift
Repair Technician – Electronics – 1st shift

Open Interviews at Manpower in Rockford on:
Monday, December 22nd & 

Tuesday December 23rd

Holiday    
      Hours

Christmas:
Closed Thursday, December 25
Closed Friday, December 26
Our Christmas edition of The POST 
will be published on Wednesday, 
December 24.

New Years:
Closed Thursday, January 1
Our New Years edition of The POST 
will be published on Wednesday, 
December 31.
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More than 1,800 
seat belt citations 
issued 

Officers from more than 
150 local police departments, 
sheriff’s offices and the Mich-
igan State Police issued 1,814 seat belt 
and child restraint citations during the Click It Or Ticket 
seat belt enforcement campaign Oct. 27-Nov. 9.

“Officers from local, county and state agencies conduct 
seat belt enforcement zones to remind motorists that seat 
belts are your best and primary defense in the event of a 
crash,” said Michael L. Prince, director of the Michigan 
Office of Highway Safety Planning (OHSP). “These efforts 
are about saving lives and preventing injuries.”

For the first time since 2009, seat belt use in Michigan 
increased slightly in 2014, from 93 percent to 93.3 percent.

During the two-week effort, officers also issued 512 ci-
tations for speeding, 319 citations for driving with a sus-
pended license, 258 citations for red-light running and 445 
citations to uninsured motorists. Officers arrested 119 fugi-
tives and 142 others for misdemeanors. Of the 180 arrests 
for drunk driving, 23 had a blood alcohol content (BAC) of 
0.17 percent or higher.

A seat belt enforcement zone in Berrien County result-
ed in an arrest for a concealed pistol violation. In Wayne 
County, a driver arrested with a BAC of 0.17 had an infant 
in the vehicle. In addition, a teenage driver in Marquette 
County was arrested for drunk driving.

According to preliminary reports, there were six traffic 
fatalities Oct. 31-Nov. 1. One of those involved alcohol 
and two drivers were not wearing seat belts. There were 13     

Man arrested in 
hit and run

A Stanton man was arraigned 
Wednesday on charges stemming from 
a hit and run in Montcalm County 
Tuesday.

According to the Montcalm County 
Sheriff’s Office, the accident occurred 
about 2:21 p.m. December 15, on Sheridan Road, near 
Pakes Road, in Evergreen Township. Joseph Pruitt, 27, of 
Greenville, was riding his bicycle southbound on the east 
shoulder of Sheridan Road, when a vehicle traveling north 
on Sheridan Road left the roadway and struck the bicyclist. 
The vehicle did not stop at the crash scene, and continued 
northbound.

A witness followed the suspect and was able to get a ve-
hicle description and the number on the license plate, and 
another witness stopped and administered first aid to the 
bicyclist. Pruitt was transported to Sheridan Community 
Hospital by Montcalm County Emergency Medical Ser-
vices, and later flown by Aeromed to Spectrum in Grand 
Rapids in serious condition. He was upgraded to good con-
dition on Wednesday.

Central Dispatch operators broadcasted the information 
on the license plate to area officers. A Michigan State Po-
lice Trooper was near the home of the registered owner of 
the vehicle and made contact with the suspect vehicle near 
that location. The driver, 72-year-old Albert Alan Ferrier, 
of Stanton was arrested by Sheriff’s deputies Tuesday and 
arraigned Wednesday on charges of Operating While Intox-
icated causing serious injury and leaving the scene of an 
accident. Bond was set at $10,000.

Assisting agencies at the scene of the accident included 
the Montcalm County Emergency Services, the Stanton Po-
lice Department, and the Michigan State Police.

Albert Alan Ferrier

Flu illness on rise in Kent County 

New superintendent impressed 
with community pride
By Judy reed

It’s now been five months 
since Dr. Laura VanDuyne, 
a Detroit, Michigan native, 
and her family moved from 
California to take over as Su-
perintendent at Cedar Springs 
Public Schools. For them, she 
says, it’s like coming home. 

“We love the cold weath-
er, the snow. We longed for 
that—the seasons, the cul-
ture, the friendliness,” she 
explained. “We’ve been here 
five months and never looked 
back. It almost feels like you 
never left.”

VanDuyne was born in the 
suburbs of Detroit and grad-
uated from Memphis High 
School, which is about 60 
miles north of Detroit. So the 
west side of the state is new 
to her, but not to her husband, 
who grew up in Jenison, and 
remembers participating in 

the Red Flannel Marching 
Competition and marching in 
the parade in high school. In 
fact, she said he had grand-
parents who owned 40 acres 
on Myers Lake Road near 
14 Mile—Roy and Elizabeth 
Reynolds.

VanDuyne said she met her 
husband eight years ago, after 
getting her doctorate. They 
had always planned to come 
back to Michigan; but after 
they had their two children—
Izzy and Vance—she said they 
started making a concerted ef-
fort to get back here—where 
the grandparents are. “I had 
checked out the district, and 
it looked like a location we’d 
like to be. So when the open-
ing came up, I threw my name 
in the hat and never expected 
to get the call, but I did, and 
here we are! It’s an amazing 
place,” she said.

After graduat-
ing from Mem-
phis High School, 
VanDuyne went 
to the Universi-
ty of Nevada Las 
Vegas, where she 
also taught. She 
then came back to 
the Midwest and 
received her mas-
ters in education 
administrat ion 
from Minnesota 
State University, and a post-
MA in educational leadership 
from St. Mary’s University 
in Minnesota. She was also 
a teacher and principal there. 
From there she moved to the 
San Francisco bay area, where 
she earned her doctorate de-
gree from the University of 
San Francisco. She was a 
full-time principal there, and 
for the last four years, was 

Dr. Laura VanDuyne

executive director of the State 
SELPA, Contra Costa Special 
Education Joint Powers Au-
thority. “That’s similar to an 
Intermediate School District 
superintendent,” explained 
VanDuyne. “I was responsible 
for overseeing 16 school dis-
tricts—10,000 students—in 
regard to special education, 
such as funding and other 

The Kent County Health 
Department (KCHD) is see-
ing more cases of suspected 
flu reported from area emer-
gency departments and 
health care providers, in 
comparison to what is typ-
ical this time of year. More 
than 10 percent of people 
visiting emergency depart-
ments in Kent County last 
week were suffering from 
flu-like illness, and 6 out 
of ten patients presenting 
with flu-like illness were 
under the age of 18. So 
far this season, there have 
been 74 confirmed cases 
of flu reported to KCHD, 

but not every person who is 
sick with influenza goes to a 
health care provider or gets 
tested, so the actual number 
of illnesses is likely much 
higher. 

The flu is a contagious re-
spiratory illness caused by 
influenza viruses that infect 
the nose, throat, and lungs. 
Flu viruses can spread when 
people with flu cough, 
sneeze, or even talk. Some-
one might also get flu by 
touching a surface or object 
(like a phone) that has flu 
virus on it, and then touch-
ing their own mouth, eyes, 

impressed - continues on page 15

illness - continues on page 16

The Post travels to Cancun

American Legion presents checks 

Correction

In last week’s Post, a caption on a photo for the Christmas tree 
lighting article was incorrect. A photo of shepherds with their 
sheep noted that Calvary Assembly of God had a live nativity—
which they did, but the shepherds and sheep in the photo were 
part of 4H Animal Junction. We appreciate them being a part of 
the event, along with Double K Farms, and hope they continue 
to be a part of it for many years to come!

Thanks, Ken and Connie, for taking us with you!
Are you going on vacation? Take the Post with you and snap 

some photos. Then send them to us with some info to news@ce-
darspringspost.com or mail them to Post travels, PO Box 370, 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319. We will be looking for yours!

Pictured (from L to R) is Pastor Steve Lindeman, Commander Bill Gregones, food 
pantry volunteer Caroline Bartlett, and food pantry volunteer Sue Harrison. Post pho-
to by J. Reed.

By Judy reed

The Cedar Springs American Legion Glen 
Hill Post #247 presented checks last week to 
both the Cedar Springs Ministerial Association 
and the Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry.

American Legion Commander Bill Gregones 
presented Pastor Steve Lindeman, representing 
the Ministerial Association, with a check for 
$200, to help with the requests they receive at 
Christmas time. 

Gregones presented Sue Harrison with a sec-
ond check for $100 for the Community food 
pantry, which is located at the Cedar Springs 
United Methodist Church, on Main Street, 
where Lindeman is pastor.

The American Legion makes the presentations 

annually. “They do quite a bit to make sure the unfortunate have 
something on the table for the holidays,” noted Gregones.

The Community food pantry serves up to six families per day, 
up to 30 families per week. The pantry can always use donations. 
They have needs for personal care products such as soap, sham-
poo, deodorant, toilet paper, etc. Foods they are currently in need 
of include dry milk, eggs, milk, butter, margarine and venison. 
“We received no venison this year,” said volunteer Sue Harrison. 
Any venison would need to be processed through a commercial 
processor in order for them to use it.

If you’d like to drop off food, the pantry is open from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. Food can also be left near the church office. Anyone 
wishing to become a client at the center must be referred through 
North Kent Community Services.



ChurchDirectory
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The Church of God Fellowship Group of Michigan

1763 Stumpf Blvd. • Gretna, LA 70056
(504) 367-2005 • www.thecogmi.org

is affiliated with...
Sabbath Services are held the 2nd thru 5th 

Saturdays of the month at the 
Comfort Inn - 4155 28th St. SE. 

Services begin at 1:00 p.m.
Minister Bruce Chapman (616) 636-9209

is online @ 
www.cedarspringspost.com

Church 
Connection

at home or away 
we’re just a 
click away

From the Pulpit

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

Keeping theFaith

The first step to wisdom 
is silence; the second

is listening.

A wise man will hear, and will increase learning; 
and a man of understanding shall attain unto wise counsels.

Proverbs 1:5
From God’s little instruction Book- Honor Books

Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

























Pastor Steve Lindeman

Sunday ScheduLe:
TWO WOrShiP SerViceS  at 9:00 a.m.
 and 11:30 a.m.

SuPerViSed nurSery care PrOVided
10:00 a.m.  coffee Fellowship downstairs
10:15 a.m.  christian education FOr aLL aGeS

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 5pm
Sunday Youth Group 6:30pm 
Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

F i r s 
b a p t i s t  c h u r c h

of cedar springs

233 S. Main Street
696-1630

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am & 9:30 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays at 3:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

The Cedar Springs 
PoST
3,302 likes 

www.facebook.com/
cedarspringspost

4.2

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

     Pioneer Christian Reformed Church 
  Services at Cedarfield Community Center 
      3592 17 Mile RD NE (Next to Meijer) 
 Phone: 696-9120  Web: www.pioneercrc.org 
           Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM 
                     Pastor: Jim Alblas   
 

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pastor: Jim Alblas

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 

Hall Rental $65.00 (no alcohol) ~ 
Call Crystal Gould 616-636-5615

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

Pastor: Robert Eckert
sunday Worship: 10 aM

Bible study: 11:15 aM Monday

enhance fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
www.coumc.com

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm

Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

Pastor Craig T. Owens
http://craigtowens.com

Worship Every Sunday at 10:30am
810 17 Mile Road, Cedar Springs

at the corner of 17 Mile and Olin Lakes
www.cscalvary.org

(616) 696-8708

St. John Paul II Parish
A Warm and Welcoming Catholic Community
3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30pm • Sundays at 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

two Services: 
9:30AM & 
11:15AM
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Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM
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Pastor David Vander Meer
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JAY CRAMER
In loving memory of my dad, who passed 
away 9 years ago on December 18, 2005.

Even though I miss you terribly, Dad, I so 
treasure the memories we shared. I loved 
the drives we took looking for turkeys! We 
never saw any – now I see them all the time! 
I am especially grateful for that last year we 
had together while you lived with Terry and 
me.

Bless you, Dad.

Your loving daughter
Robin
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LOIS JEAN COPELAND
Lois Jean Copeland of Cedar Springs, 80, 
born in Grand Rapids Michigan, went 
home to be with the Lord and her husband 
December 11, 2014. Together with her 
husband they raised their family in Flint, 
Michigan until he retired and moved 
to their lake house in Cedar Springs, 
Michigan. Lois was a strong Christian 
woman. She was known for speaking her 
mind and for her love of children. She 
loved long walks, square dancing and 
spending time with family and friends. Lois 
was born on April 28, 1934 to Lee and Opal 
Denton. She married Eugene Copeland 
and became a homemaker and mother of 
six. Lois is survived by her children, April 
(Merill) Stray, Bonnie (Paul) Fleming, 
Eugene (Carol) Copeland, and Rosie 
(Jerry) Fleming; eleven grandchildren, 
twenty great grandchildren and five great 
great grandchildren. Lois was preceded 
in death by her parents, husband, Eugene; 
her siblings, Chuck, Nancy, Cleo, Tesa 
and Jack; daughter Sandra Copeland and 
daughter Linda Jenkins. In lieu of a funeral 
we will be having a life celebration on 
December 27th at the Oakfield Township 
Hall, 10300 - 14 Mile Road, Rockford 
Michigan from 1 to 3 pm.
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MARIAN C. CHRISTIAN 
Marian C. Christian, 80, of Cedar Springs, 
died Thursday, December 11, 2014 at Bishop 
Hills, Rockford. Mrs. Christian was born 
June 15, 1934 in Grand Rapids, Michigan 
the daughter of Peter and Zella (Curtis) 
Patrick. She and her husband, Robert owned 
and operated Christian’s Upholstery in 
Cedar Springs for 20 years. She loved her 
dog Charlie, enjoyed giving people hugs, 
and was a member of the Teacup Ladies 
Group. Surviving are her children, David 
Christian & Gail Lancaster, Diane & Craig 
Phipps, Gary & Vicky Christian, Steven & 
Sherry Christian; 8 grandchildren; 11 great 
grandchildren; brother, George (Mitzie) 
Patrick; sister, Dorothy (Jake) Meyer. She 
was preceded in death by her husband, 
Robert in 2007; and a brother, Peter Patrick, 
Jr. The family will greet friends Saturday 
from 2-4 and 6-8 pm at the Bliss-Witters & 
Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs where 
services will be held Sunday 2:00 pm. 
Deacon Jim Hessler officiating. Interment 
Algoma Township Cemetery. In lieu of 
flowers, memorials may be made to the 
Humane Society of Kent County.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

By ronnie mcBrayer

PEACE bEgINS AT 
HOME

 
In December of 2001, the Jews of 

Afghanistan celebrated their first Ha-
nukah free of the Taliban in almost 

a decade. It was a small celebration, for there were only 
two Jews left in the entire country; and each one celebrated 
alone.

At separate ends of a rundown synagogue in Kabul, Ishak 
Levin and Zebulon Simantov lit their candles and said their 
prayers. Both had survived Soviet occupation, Taliban 
atrocities, and the American-led invasion. Both prayed for 
the same things to the same God, and yet they could not 
share the same space.

Neither of the men could accurately remember what 
started their feud, but it had deepened and endured. Levin 
said, “For thousands of years our forefathers have celebrat-
ed these nights, and now Jews all over the world are cele-
brating.” And then speaking of his antagonist he said, “But 
with him, it’s not possible.”

A decade later Levin was dead, leaving Simantov alone. 
He is the only known Jew left in the country, living in a sin-
gle room, alienated from his neighbors, estranged from his 
wife and daughters, cursing former friends, and demanding 
money or whiskey from reporters who come to interview 
him. He is a bitter, old man.

Zebulon Simantov may be alone in his dilapidated Kabul 
synagogue, but he is not alone in his animosities, even as 
the celebrations of Hanukah and Christmas are upon us. 
Untold thousands are at war with those around them, be 
it the army across the border, or their neighbors across the 
street. These holidays of shalom and peace aren’t enough to 
break this hold of ill will.

Yet, it will not always be this way. I believe the day will 
come when such hostilities will be put to rest, when the 
world will be at peace. Now, “you might say that I’m a 
dreamer, but I’m not the only one,” for this is the assur-
ance of the Jewish prophets, the very hope of Advent, and 
the promise of all perennial faith traditions: There will be 
“peace on earth and goodwill toward all.”

Yet, I cannot simply wait for that promised peace to mag-
ically arrive. No, I have to practice peace, not allowing this 
world’s massive levels of toxicity to embitter or isolate me 
from others. I have to become “an instrument of peace,” as 
Francis of Assisi prayed, learning to overcome evil with 
good, beginning, at the place I call home.

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, blogger, 
pastor, and author of multiple books. Visit his website at 
www.ronniemcbrayer.me.

Pastor Darryl Miller  
SAND LAkE UMC, 65 W. MAPLE, SAND LAkE

SOUTH ENSLEY UMC, 13600 CYPRESS, ENSLEY TOWNSHIP 
Too often we end the holiday season 

completely drained, both emotionally and 
physically. We then tend to call on God to 

gift of Christmas. Sometimes I think we need this reminder 
in December most of all!

Another good reason for this approach is that many of our 
neighbors need something from us this time of year and if 
we are too wound up in our own schedules, we may miss 
it. Some have lost loved ones; for some this may be their 
first Christmas without someone close that they have lost. 
Others may not have heat, or power, or food. It seems ev-
ery year our Ministerial association finds out about some-
one who has no heat or food, but hasn’t told anyone. If we 
checked up on our neighbors, we might learn about the 
need and find those who can help. But if we don’t check, we 
don’t know. If you are in need, don’t be too proud to ask for 
help, it is limited but it is out there. And if you are feeling 
lonely this season, check out your local church, we would 
love to spend some time with you! We will not be waiting 
at the door with a signup sheet for work that needs to be 
done and we will not hand you a membership form before 
you sit down. We will however extend to you the love and 
grace of Jesus and welcome you in God’s name. My family 
and our church families wish all of you a truly blessed and 
merry Christmas!

refresh us, to restore our vigor and our lives to “normal.” 
But what if we were to ask God for restoration along the 
way? What if we planned into our busy holiday schedules 
time to draw closer to the reason for our celebrations? What 
if we were to decide now to have a spirit of peace despite 
the overwhelming pressure to live up to expectations to get 
the right gift, make all the parties, host dinners, send the 
cards, etc? That is what I would like to suggest. 

During this special time, let’s decide not to let the pres-
sures mount up but instead let the Child whose birth we 
are celebrating bring us the gift of Peace. We prepare our 
homes for the celebration by decorating so why not prepare 
our hearts for the celebration of our Lord’s birth, not with 
hectic lives but with hearts of peace and love. After all, the 
song says: “Love came down at Christmas” not to chal-
lenge us to get the right tree, but to have a spirit of peace 
and love that shows through the craziness of the world. One 
of my family’s traditions is to have a Christmas ornament 
hang in the house all year around. This reminds us not just 
at Christmas time but all through the year of the wonderful 

there, and helping them with their tasks. He 
noted that he also likes helping with events, 
bringing different ideas to people, and do-
ing research.

However, Nolan is also helping out the 
museum in another way. For the second 
year in a row, he has created a Christmas 
light show set to music, in front of the Pa-
tin home at 2207 15 Mile, one block west 
of Algoma. And he set up a donation box 
for the museum. “I have a huge passion for 
Christmas,” he remarked. “I love Christ-
mas.” He fell in love with light shows after 
seeing one in Grand Haven. “I thought, I 
have to have that in my yard,” he explained.

After looking up on YouTube how to cre-
ate one, he realized the expense involved. 
So when he raised his 4H animals and sold 
them, he used that money to buy the neces-
sary supplies to create the light show, which 
he programmed himself. It runs from 5:30 
to 8:30 p.m. daily. It is a smaller but fun 
show, with 4,000 lights set to three popu-
lar songs. You can pull into the driveway 
to watch and listen, just tune your radio to 
103.5. You can also leave a donation in the 
box for the museum if you like. Nolan said 
that those donations would be used toward 
the haunted schoolhouse for next year.

He said that what they really want, is for 
more people to come through the museum 
when they have those special events. “We 
do a lot of work for them,” he explained.

Nolan also encourages younger people 
to become a junior member of the museum 
and help out. “There is always a need for 
us,” he said.
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bEVERLY b. NAVITSkAS
January 15,1943-December 14,2003

Missing you at Christmas
Everyday without you,
Since you had to go,
Is like summer without sunshine,
and winter without snow.
I wish that I could talk to you.
There’s so much I would say.
Life has changed so very much,
Since you went away.
I miss the bond between us,
And I miss your kind support.
You’re in my mind and in my heart,
And every Christmas thought.
I’ll always feel you close to me,
and though you’re far from sight,
I’ll search for you among the stars
that shine on Christmas night.

I love and miss you dearly,
Your daughter, Tammy

SUZANNE L. ANDERSON
Suzanne L. 
Anderson, 80 
of Wyoming, 
M i c h i g a n 
passed away 
on Tuesday, 
D e c e m b e r 
16, 2014 at 
Faith Hospice 
– Trillium 
Woods. She 
was born 
July 27, 1934 
in Cedar Springs, Michigan the daughter 
of Edwin and Hazel (Sullivan) Wheeler. 
She was Red Flannel Queen in 1951 and 
a member of the Cedar Springs United 
Methodist Church, Women’s Club and 
the Red Hatters. She had worked at the 
Clipper office and was Solon Township 
Clerk for over 30 years. Surviving are 
her children, Janell (Keith) Timmer, Kyle 
(Teresa) Anderson; grandchildren, Solane 
Jenks, Jacinda Nykamp, Sarah Perez, Kevin 
Timmer; four great grandchildren; brother, 
Edwin (Sherry) Wheeler II. She was 
preceded in death by her parents, husband, 
Andy in 2005; sister, Phyllis Brantner. The 
family will greet friends Friday from 4-7 pm 
at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs where services will be held 
Saturday 11:00 am. Pastor Steve Lindeman 
officiating. Interment Elmwood Cemetery, 
Cedar Springs. Memorial contributions may 
be made to Faith Hospice, 2100 Raybrook 
St. SE, Grand Rapids, MI or the United 
Methodist Church, 140 S. Main St, Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home
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Publish 
Your

• Birth Announcement
• Wedding Announcement
• Engagement 
• Anniversary
• Congratulations
• In Memory  
• Thank you

for only $20 
without photo
$25 with photo 

($5 per additional photo)
50 word limit 

*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject 
to additional fees by length.

*

*

in
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Arts/entertAinment

ometownometown
HappeningsHH

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service for non-
profit	agencies	only.	Due	to	popular	demand	for	placement	in	this	
section, we can no longer run all articles. deadline for articles is 
monday at 5 p.m. this is not guaranteed space. articles will run as 
space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions 
may apply. you now can email your Hometown Happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeek

Arts/entertAinment

Kent theatre
DIGITAL Movies at the

now Showing

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 9

ShowtimeS:  
Friday: 6PM • 9PM 

Saturday: 3PM • 6PM • 9PM 
Sunday:  3PM • 6PM

December 
19, 20, 21

DIGITAL Movie Tickets 
ONLY $3.00

coming Soon:

Voices / Views

Free Photos with Santa
Dec. 18: Free pictures with Santa will be held from 5 to 
7 pm on Thursday, December 18th at Sand Lake Thrifty 
Treasures, on Lake Street. #51p

Old Fashioned Christmas
Dec. 19: Would you like to enjoy an old fashioned Christmas 

program with quaint, charming, twinkling lights this Friday 
evening at 7 pm? The Cedar Springs Christian Church, 
located in the chapel on Creative Technologies’ campus, 
invites you to attend! Light refreshments will be served 
afterwords. It will be a joyful time to celebrate the Reason 
for this Season! Wishing all, “A Very Merry Christmas!” 
For more information contact number 616-696-1160. #51

Free Family Pictures
Dec. 19: Free Family Pictures as part of Sand Lake’s 12 Days 
of Christmas will be held at Sand Lake Thrifty Treasures, 
53 Lake Street, on Friday, December 19th, beginning at 1 
pm. #51p

Holiday Bake Sale
Dec. 20: Please join us for the annual Tri-County 4H 
Holiday Bake Sale! Saturday, December 20th, from 9 am 
to 2:30 pm at Tractor Supply Company in Cedar Springs. 
#50,51p

Sand Lake Village Church’s Progressive 
Advent
Dec. 21,24: The Sand Lake Village Churches Progressive 
Advent continues on Sunday, December 21st at the Church 
of the Full Gospel with “The Uniqueness of Jesus” at 11 am 
and on Wednesday, December 24th there will be a Christmas 
Eve Candlelight Service at Resurrection Lutheran. Please 
join us. #51p

The Wonderful WaterColorBot
Dec. 23: Watch with amazement while an image you create 
by our robot using watercolors, paper and a paintbrush. For 
all ages. Tuesday, December 23 at 10:30 am at the Sand 
Lake/Nelson Township KDL Branch. 88 Eighth St. #51

M*A*S*H* Auditions
Jan. 6,7: The Rogue River Community Theatre group is 
holding auditions for the play “M*A*S*H*” on January 
6 and 7 at 6:30 pm at North Rockford Middle School 
Auditorium. Performance dates at March 19-21. Large 
adult cast, all experience levels welcome. Also looking for 
non-acting support roles. For more information go to www.
rrctc.org or visit us on Facebook at www.facebook.com/
rrctc. #51-53p

Racing against time

Two gas company workers—a senior training supervi-
sor and a young trainee—were out checking meters in a 
city neighborhood.

They parked their truck at the end of an alley and 
worked their way to the other end. At the last house, a 
woman looking out her window watched the two men as 
they checked her gas meter.

Finishing the meter check, the senior supervisor chal-
lenged his younger co-worker to a foot race down the 
alley and back to the truck to prove that an older guy 
could outrun a younger one.

As they came running up to the truck, they realized 
the lady from that last house was huffing and puffing 
right behind them. They stopped and asked her what was 
wrong.

Gasping for breath, she replied, “When I saw two men 
from the gas company running as hard as you two were, 
I figured I’d better run too!”

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 
words. The subject should be relevant to local readers, 
and the editor reserves the right to reject letters or edit for 
clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns. 
All submissions MUST be accompanied by full name, 
mailing address and daytime phone number. We use this 
information to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do not 
print anonymous letters, or acknowledge letters we do 
not use. Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or send 
to PostScripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319.

Post Scripts

Where’s the transparency? 
At the December 2014 council meeting, newly elected mem-

bers Molly Nixon, Rose Powell, and Pam Conley, along with 

Bob Truesdale, Dan Clark and Mayor Jerry Hall had the oppor-
tunity to follow through with an investigation called for by the 
former council. 

The decision to conduct an investigation resulted from a 
complaint alleging a violation of the Open Meetings Act, when 
council went into closed session to discipline Councilor Bob 
Truesdale. The investigation could prove whether there was an 
actual violation or whether the actions of that council were jus-
tified, thereby exonerating, or calling to account, those actions 
which would help future councils avoid pitfalls in this area. The 
present council said NO! Only Perry Hopkins was willing to 
discuss and vote on the action but he had no support from the 
rest of council and his motion died for lack of support. 

All discussion of this agenda item was done for the most part 
out of the public eye. Unless one attended the workshop in the 
tiny kitchen area of City Hall you would have no idea that the 
decision was essentially made there. The proof? It’s in the fact 
that no discussion took place in public at the council meeting. 
Why did Molly Nixon make a motion to not investigate and 

then, after a hushed word or two from Mayor Hall, withdraw 
her motion? Why were they afraid to discuss the issue in public? 
What are they afraid an investigation will show? Why wouldn’t 
those council members want to get to the truth? Is this the trans-
parency they proclaimed so loudly they would support?

Don’t they want the ousted candidates to have the opportunity 
to be exonerated and their reputations restored for all to see? 

I believe Fankhauser, Troost and Bremmer do deserve the 
opportunity to have their actions vindicated as publicly as they 
were accused and only by following through with the investi-
gation will that happen. Again, it will cost taxpayers nothing to 
have this done. 

I am calling on this council to follow through with the inves-
tigation. Let’s let the Prosecutor decide this issue and not let the 
present council shove it under the rug. If you truly want trans-
parency and fairness in Cedar Springs, call and let the City and 
the Mayor know you support this effort at 616-696-1330. 

An informed voter,
Kathryn A. Bremmer 

JV 

freshmanfreshman

JV 

Girls Basketball Wrestling

Ice Hockey

VarsITY

VarsITY 

www.csredhawks.org

VarsITY 

Competitive cheer
VarsITY 

Boys basketball
VarsITY 

date time opponent plaCe 
Fri 12/19 7:30pm @ Comstock park Hs Comstock park Hs
mon 12/22 7:00pm spring lake High school Cedar springs Hs
tue 12/30 7:00pm Hastings High school Cedar springs Hs
tue 01/06 7:00pm @ lowell High school lowell High school
Fri 01/09 7:00pm Forest Hills eastern Hs Cedar springs Hs
tue 01/13 7:00pm @ Kenowa Hills High school Kenowa Hills Hs
Fri 01/16 7:00pm Wyoming park Hs Cedar springs Hs
tue 01/20 7:00pm Kent City High school Cedar springs Hs
Fri 01/23 7:00pm @ Greenville High school Greenville High school
tue 01/27 7:00pm @ northview High school northview High school
Fri 01/30 7:00pm Forest Hills northern Hs Cedar springs Hs
tue 02/03 7:00pm Big rapids High school Cedar springs Hs
Fri 02/06 7:00pm @ Forest Hills eastern Hs Forest Hills eastern Hs
Fri 02/13 7:00pm @ Wyoming park Hs Wyoming park Hs
tue 02/17 7:00pm @ Coopersville High school Coopersville Hs
Fri 02/20 7:00pm Greenville High school Hs main Gym
tue 02/24 7:00pm northview High school Cedar springs Hs
Fri 02/27 7:00pm @ Forest Hills northern Hs Forest Hills northern
mon 03/02 7:00pm @ lowell High school lowell High school

date time opponent plaCe
thu 12/18  5:30pm  @ Comstock park  Comstock park Hs
mon 12/22  5:30pm  spring lake  Cedar springs Hs
tue 12/30  5:30pm  Hastings  Cedar springs Hs
tue 01/06  5:30pm  @ lowell  lowell High school
thu 01/08  5:30pm  @ Forest Hills eastern  Forest Hills eastern Hs
tue 01/13  5:30pm  @ Kenowa Hills  Kenowa Hills Hs
thu 01/15  5:30pm  Wyoming park  Cedar springs Hs
mon 01/19  5:30pm  @ Kent City  Kent City High school
thu 01/22  5:30pm  @ Greenville  Greenville High school
tue 01/27  5:30pm  @ northview  northview High school
thu 01/29  5:30pm  @ Forest Hills northern  Forest Hills northern
tue 02/03  5:30pm Big rapids  Cedar springs Hs
thu 02/05  5:30pm Forest Hills eastern  Cedar springs Hs
thu 02/12  5:30pm  @ Wyoming park  Wyoming park Hs
tue 02/17  5:30pm  @ Coopersville  CoopersvilleHs
thu 02/19 5:30pm  Greenville  Cedar springs Hs
tue 02/24 5:30pm  northview  Cedar springs Hs
thu 02/26  5:30pm  Forest Hills northern  Cedar springs Hs

date time opponent plaCe
mon 12/22  4:00pm  spring lake  Cedar springs Hs
tue 12/30  4:00pm  Hastings  Cedar springs Hs
tue 01/06  4:00pm  @ lowell  lowell High school
thu 01/08  4:00pm  @ Forest Hills eastern  Forest Hills eastern Hs
thu 01/15  4:00pm  Wyoming park  Cedar springs Hs
mon 01/19  4:00pm  @ Kent City  Kent City High school
thu 01/22  4:00pm  @ Greenville  Greenville High school
tue 01/27  4:00pm  @ northview  northview High school
thu 01/29  4:00pm  @ Forest Hills northern  Forest Hills northern
tue 02/03 4:00pm  Big rapids  Cedar springs Hs
thu 02/05 4:00pm  Forest Hills eastern  Cedar springs Hs
thu 02/12 4:00pm  @ Wyoming park  Wyoming park Hs
tue 02/17  4:00pm  @ Coopersville  Coopersville Hs
thu 02/19 4:00pm  Greenville  Cedar springs Hs
tue 02/24 4:00pm northview  Cedar springs Hs
thu 02/26  4:00pm  Forest Hills northern  Cedar springs Hs

date time opponent plaCe 
Fri 12/19  6:00pm  @ Comstock park  Comstock park Hs
mon 12/29  5:00pm  @ Zeeland east tournament Zeeland east Hs
tue 12/30  5:00pm  @ Zeeland east  Zeeland east Hs
tue 01/06  7:00pm  vs lowell  Cedar springs Hs
Fri 01/09  5:30pm  vs Forest Hills eastern  Cedar springs Hs
tue 01/13  7:00pm  vs Kenowa Hills  Cedar springs Hs
Fri 01/16  5:30pm  vs Wyoming park  Cedar springs Hs
tue 01/20  5:30pm  vs Kent City  Cedar springs Hs
Fri 01/23 5:30pm  @ Greenville  Greenville High school
tue 01/27  7:00pm  vs northview  Cedar springs Hs
Fri 01/30  5:30pm  vs Forest Hills northern  Cedar springs Hs
Fri 02/06  5:30pm  @ Forest Hills eastern  Forest Hills eastern Hs
tue 02/10  7:00pm  @ Belding  Belding High school
Fri 02/13  5:30pm  @ Wyoming park  Wyoming park Hs
Fri 02/20  5:30pm  Greenville  Cedar springs Hs
Fri 02/27  5:30pm  @ Forest Hills northern  Forest Hills northern
tue 03/03  7:00pm  sparta  Cedar springs Hs
thu 03/05  7:00pm  @ northview  northview High school
mon 03/09 7:00pm  lowell - districts round 1  Cedar springs Hs

date time opponent plaCe
thu 12/18  5:30pm  vs Comstock park  Cedar springs Hs
mon 12/29 5:30pm  @ Zeeland east tournament  Zeeland east Hs
tue 12/30 5:30pm  @ Zeeland east  Zeeland east Hs
tue 01/06  5:30pm  vs lowell  Cedar springs Hs
thu 01/08  5:30pm  vs Forest Hills eastern  Cedar springs Hs
tue 01/13  5:30pm  vs Kenowa Hills  Cedar springs Hs
thu 01/15  5:30pm  @ Wyoming park  Wyoming park Hs
mon 01/19 7:00pm  @ Kent City Kent  City High school
thu 01/22  5:30pm  vs Greenville  Cedar springs Hs
tue 01/27  5:30pm  vs northview
thu 01/29  5:30pm  vs Forest Hills northern  Cedar springs Hs
thu 02/05  5:30pm @ Forest Hills eastern  Forest Hills eastern Hs
tue 02/10  5:30pm  @ Belding  Belding High school
thu 02/12  5:30pm vs Wyoming park  Cedar springs Hs
thu 02/19  5:30pm @ Greenville  Greenville High school
thu 02/26  5:30pm @ Forest Hills northern  Forest Hills northern
tue 03/03 5:30pm vs sparta  Cedar springs Hs
thu 03/05 5:30pm  @ northview  northview High school

date time opponent plaCe
thu 12/18  4:00pm vs Comstock park  Cedar springs Hs
mon 12/29  4:00pm @ Zeeland east tournament  Zeeland east Hs
tue 12/30  4:00pm @ Zeeland east  Zeeland east Hs
tue 01/06  4:00pm  vs lowell  Cedar springs Hs
thu 01/08  4:00pm  vs Forest Hills eastern  Cedar springs Hs
tue 01/13  4:00pm  vs Kenowa Hills  Cedar springs Hs
thu 01/15  4:00pm  @ Wyoming park  Wyoming park Hs
tue 01/20  4:00pm  vs Kent City  Cedar springs Hs
thu 01/22  4:00pm  vs Greenville  Cedar springs Hs
tue 01/27  4:00pm vs northview
thu 01/29  4:00pm  vs Forest Hills northern  Cedar springs Hs
thu 02/05 4:00pm  @ Forest Hills eastern  Forest Hills eastern Hs
thu 02/12 4:00pm  vs Wyoming park  Cedar springs Hs
thu 02/19 4:00pm  @ Greenville  Greenville High school
thu 02/26 4:00pm  @ Forest Hills northern  Forest Hills northern
tue 03/03 4:00pm  vs sparta  Cedar springs Hs
thu 03/05  4:00pm  @ northview  northview High school

date time opponent plaCe
sat 12/20  9:00am  Kent County Championship davenport University
  Forest Hills Central Hs (Host)
  open
sat 12/27  9:00am  Frederick Inv. Grandville High school 
  @ GrandvilleHs (Host)
  open
sat 01/03  9:30am  @ allendale - Falcon inv.  allendale Hs
Wed 01/07  6:00pm  Conference Matches West Catholic Hs 
  @ Comstock park Hs/ms (Host)
  Greenville High school
Wed 01/14  6:00pm  Conference Matches allendale Hs
  @ allendale Hs (Host)
  northview High school
sat 01/17  10:00am  Sparta Invitational sparta High school
  @ sparta Hs (Host)
  open
Wed 01/21  6:00pm  Conference Matches sparta High school
  @ sparta Hs (Host)
  Forest Hills northern Hs
sat 01/24  10:00am  midland team tournament midland Hs
Wed 01/28  6:00pm  Conference Matches Cedar springs Hs
  Forest Hills eastern
  West Catholic H.s.
sat 01/31  9:00am  @ shelby - shelby super duals
Wed 02/04  6:00pm  Conference Matches Belding High school
  @ Belding Hs/ms (Host)
  Wyoming Jr. High
Fri 02/06  4:00pm  OK Bronze Tournament Greenville High school
  @ Greenville High school (Host)
  Forest Hills eastern
  Forest Hills northern Hs
  northview High school
  Wyoming Jr. High

JV 
date time opponent plaCe 
sat 12/20  11:00am  @ reet-puffer rocket invite  reeths-puffer Hs
sat 01/10  1:00pm Red Hawk Invite Cedar springs Hs
  Belding Hs/ms
  Big rapids High school
  evart High school
  Fruitport High school
  Grant Hs
  muskegon High school
  Whitehall High school
sat 01/17 12:00pm  @ Hudsonville invite  Hudsonville Hs
mon 01/19 6:30pm  @ Comstock park invitational Comstock park Hs
  Comstock park Hs/ms (Host)
  open
sat 01/24  10:00am  @ lowell lowell invite  lowell High school
tue 01/27 6:00pm  @ east Kentwood Falcon invite 2  east Kentwood H.s
Fri 01/30 6:00pm  @ Gr Christian oK White/Bronze Gr Christian
Wed 02/11 6:00pm  vs open date oK White/Bronze Cedar springs Hs
sat 02/14 9:30am  vs open date delta plex  delta plex

date time opponent plaCe
sat 12/20  11:00am  @ reet-puffer rocket invite  reeths-puffer Hs
sat 01/10 1:00pm  Red Hawk Invite Cedar springs Hs
  Belding middle school
  muskegon High school
  Whitehall High school
sat 01/17  12:00pm  @ Hudsonville invite  Hudsonville Hs
sat 01/24  10:00am  @ lowell invite  lowell High school
tue 01/27  6:00pm  @ east Kentwood Falcon invite 2  east Kentwood H.s
Fri 01/30  6:00pm  @ Gr Christian oK White/Bronze  Gr Christian
Wed 02/11  6:00pm  vs open date oK White/Bronze  Cedar springs Hs
sat 02/14  9:30am  vs open date delta plex  delta plex
tue 02/17  2:00pm  scotastic Cheer invite Caledonia Hs
  Caledonia High school (Host)
  open

sat 12/20 8:00pm @ Hudsonville High school 
sat 12/27 7:00pm Kenowa Hills High school 
sat 01/03 5:15pm @ Kalamazoo Central Highschool
Wed 01/07 8:00pm West ottawa High school 
Fri 01/09 8:00pm Unity Christian school 
sat 01/10 7:00pm Hudsonville High school 
Wed 01/14 8:00pm Big rapids High school 
Fri 01/23 8:00pm @ st. mary preparatory school
sat 01/24 12:00pm @ st. mary preparatory school
Fri 01/30 8:00pm @ Caledonia High school/lowell High school
Wed 02/04 8:00pm @ Grand rapids Union Hs 
Fri 02/06 5:00pm @ northview High school 
sat 02/07 12:30pm @ open 
Fri 02/13 8:00pm st. mary preparatory school 
sat 02/14 8:00pm @ Unity Christian school 
Wed 02/18 6:30pm @ West ottawa High school 
Fri 02/27 8:00pm manistee High school 
sat 02/28 5:00pm @ Kenowa Hills High school 

date time opponent plaCe
thu 12/18 3:30pm  vs sparta  sparta lanes
sat 01/03 9:00am  vs open date pre-Conference  rockford lanes
Wed 01/07 3:30pm vs Wyoming rogers  rockford lanes
sat 01/10 9:00am @ Jenison Jenison tournament  Hudsonville lanes
Mon	01/12		 3:30pm		 @	Northview		 Northfield	Lanes
Wed 01/14 3:30pm vs Forest Hills eastern  rockford lanes
mon 01/19 3:30pm vs Forest Hills northern  rockford lanes
sat 01/24 9:00am @ eK Bowling invite spectrum lanes
  east Kentwood Hs (Host)
  open
mon 01/26  3:30pm  @ Wyoming rogers  spectrum lanes
Wed 01/28 3:30pm  vs northview  rockford lanes
mon 02/02 3:30pm  @ Forest Hills eastern  lowell lanes
tue 02/03 3:30pm  vs Wayland  rockford lanes
Wed 02/04  3:30pm  @ Forest Hills northern  eastbrook lanes
sat 02/07  8:15am  @ rockford rockford invite  rockford lanes
  (Boys 8:15 and Girls 12:15)
Sat	02/14		 10:00am		@	Northview	Conference	 Northfield	Lanes	
  post season

Bowling
BoYs/GIrls 

SportS SCHeduleS
Cedar SprInGS red HaWkS2014-15

WInTer

36 E. Maple St. / P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Ph. 616-696-3655
Fax 616-696-9010

Go HaWkS Go!
Best of Luck to 

aLL the Red Hawks!

43 West Cherry St
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-1910
cedarspringslibrary.org

Hours:
Mon., Tues., & Fri. 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Wed. 10:00 am - 7:00 pm
Sat. 10:00 am -1:00 pm



There’s nothing like the warm glow of 
Christmas lights this time of year to give 
you a good dose of Christmas cheer! Pack 
up the kids, go for a ride, and enjoy the dec-
orations your friends and neighbors have 
put up this year. We’re sure you’ll find a 
few other treasures along the way! 

1. 427 Northland Drive, near the corner 
of South Street and Northland. See the 90-
foot evergreen Christmas tree at the Reep 
family home.

2. 65 E. Muskegon, corner of First and 
Muskegon Streets. The home of Larry and 
Audrey Young is a classic home decorated 
with style.

3. Downtown Cedar Springs is aglow with lights and decorations on the lampposts and the town Christmas tree is at the 
corner of Main and Ash.

4. The Fieldstone Meadows subdivision, first cul de sac, just off 18 Mile. Head north on Main Street in Cedar Springs, 
turn east on 18 Mile. Go around curve, past mobile home park, and then east into Fieldstone.

5. 345 Tall Grass Drive (corner of Tall Grass and Prairie Run). Many other homes in this subdivision off of Pine Street 
also have many lights.

6. 2207 15 Mile Rd, one block west of Algoma Ave. Nolan Patin, 13, set up a Christmas display to music. It runs now 
through Jan. 6, 2015, every night from 5:30-8:30 p.m. Although the light show is small in size (only about 4,000 lights), it 
is a fun show set to 3 popular songs. Pull right into the driveway to enjoy it completely, tuning your radio to 103.5 FM. and 
don’t forget to make a donation to him to support the Cedar Springs Historical Museum.

7. Shaner Avenue, between 16 Mile and 14 Mile - several homes are decorated, including the one pictured above.
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sports/outdoors

H

Baby’sFirst hristmasC
We want to give you the oppor-

tunity to celebrate your baby’s very 
first Christmas in a special way. 
The     Cedar Springs POST will be 
featuring area newborns in 
“Baby’s First Christmas,”                  
a special feature for      
babies celebrating 
their first Christmas. 

Photos will be 
run at nO COST 
to our readers, but 
space is limited so 
get your photos in 
early. Deadline is Mon-
day, December 22 by 5 
p.m. and pictures with name 

and date of birth will appear in the                         
December 24th issue. We cannot guar-

antee return of photos. Show the com-
munity your precious gift!

Photos may be dropped off at 
the Cedar Springs POST - 36 

E. Maple St., or mailed to 
Baby’s First Christmas, 
P.O. Box 370,    Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319, 
or emailed to news@    
cedarspringspost.com. 
Please include baby’s 

name, and birth date, 
as well as a contact name 

and phone number.

ome for the olidaysH
Letters to Santa

Hey kids, get your letters to Santa 
by using the Cedar Springs Post’s 
special North Pole drop box and 
get express delivery to the North 
Pole, plus we make sure Santa 
reads each and every one! So, if 
you’d like to send a letter to San-

ta, and maybe get it printed in the 

Dear Santa
My name is Oliver. 

could bring me a nerf 

gun please?
I have been kinda a 

good  boy for 5 days in 

a row.
From 

Oliver

newspaper, just drop off your letter in the bright red box labeled 
“Santa Mail” outside our office at 36 E. Maple Street, or mail 
your letter to: Letters to Santa, c/o the Cedar Springs Post, PO 
Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. 

Dear Santa
This is my first 
Christmas so I want rattles, musical 
toys, and outfits 
because I’m growing fast. And my mom to get a good night sleep. 

Love, 
Jeremiah 

Russell

Dear Santa
My name is Owen. I am 4 years old. I have been a good boy. Could 
you please bring me a present? I would like a trailer with ramps 
for my power wheels, a fertilizer spreader, three power wheels 
lawn mowers. One is a push mower, one is a feet stand mower and 
one is a buckler mower. The old one is leaking oil. I’m so tired of 
fixing it. I also need a new lunch box. Could you fill it with cheese 
and boiled eggs. They’re my favorite. Mrs. Holloway makes them 
for snack time at school. She’s my teacher. Could you please bring 
Mrs. Holloway some new toys for her classroom? A lot of them got 
stepped on and broken. But I didn’t step on any, I’ll leave a bell for 
your reindeer. 

From Owen Spicer

competitive Cheer

Row 1: Blake Fisher, Kyle Spahr, Lane Gott, Isaiah 
MacDonald, Nate Sorensen, Connor Willitts, Dustin 
Shaw.
Row 2:  Coach Jeff Patin, Kaden Myers, Je’len Jackson, 
Bradley Brechting, Jameson Pavella, Taylor VanDyke, 
DaMarcus Barnett.

Row 1: Rafael Rosas, Thomas Hill, Brayden Harper, 
Nick Scott, Chase Kinzinger, Cam Patin. 
Row 2: Coach Scott Taylor, Chase Marble, Troy Patin, 
Nikcolas Jackson, Austin Nielsen, John Todd, Jacob 
Hooker.
Not pictured: Tanner Larsen.

boys Basketball

Row 1: Coach Anne Olszewski, Courtney Piatt, Sophie Mimethaler, Calla 
Wier, Hailey Vinton, Jasmine Suschil, Taylor Pierson, Assistant Coach Abby 
Olszewski.
Row 2: Aubrie Ensley, Taylor Pasley, Kaylee Mihlethaler, Stephanie Hay, Halley 
Arnold, Mathilda Stocke, Peyton Elliston.
Row 3: Abigail Garza, Hannah Cederquist, Brooklyn Robinson, Holly Holmquist, 
Emilee Hickox, Kaley Louck, Jenna Zoerman.

Row 1: Jarred Reyers, Jake West, Patrick Ellison, 
Paul Krajewski, Christian Holloway, Brandon Sawade, 
Austin DeKraker, Colton Gould.
Row 2: Coach Hilyer, Parker Amell, Darius Barnett, 
Brandon Kramer, Alex Cruz, Nick Campione, Evan 
Young, Coach Wolfe.
Not pictured: Jordan Lyon.

freshman

JV

Cedar SprInGS red HaWkS2014-15

VarsITY

VarsITY

Row 1: Amberly Hay, Emily Slagter, Jaspar Garcia.
Row 2: Olivia Solari, Leslie Hansen, Brianna Hays, Lauryn Heukels, Katherine Krankall,
Row 3: Coach Katy Baird, Alexis Ostema, Hayley Lucarelli, Taylor Leiter, Danielle 
Zachmann, Susan Magoon. 
Not pictured: Abby Hall.

36 E. Maple St. / P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Ph. 616-696-3655
Fax 616-696-9010

Best of Luck to 
aLL the Red Hawks

Gould’s 
Mini-Mart

truck parts

88 E. Division • Sparta
616-887-1761

from

All About
Heating & 

cooling inc.
12505 Northland Dr.

616-866-2662

4115 17 Mile Rd Ne
Cedar Springs

616-696-0050

14150 Cypress
Sand Lake

616-636-5539

3575 14 Mile Rd.
616-866-7670

422 N. Main St. 
Cedar Springs

616-696-0853

15730 Northland Dr.
616-696-1520

Northtown (M-91)
Greenville

616-754-6101

NOrtHtOWN
Larry’s 
Furniture & Appliance JV

CHRISTMAS TREES 
               & Wreaths

Great trees! Great Prices! 

Several Varieties, Free 
Bailing, Shaking, and drilling. 

A portion of the proceeds 
Donated to Alpha 

Family Center. 

     Complimentary 
Hot Chocolate and Coffee. 

Landscape Renovations, INC.
Located at 12734 Northland Dr., Cedar Springs

616.696.4748 or 616.862.0853

CHRISTMAS TREES 
               & Wreaths

Great trees! Great Prices! 

Several Varieties, Free 
Bailing, Shaking, and drilling. 

A portion of the proceeds 
Donated to Alpha 

Family Center. 

     Complimentary 
Hot Chocolate and Coffee. 

Landscape Renovations, INC.
Located at 12734 Northland Dr., Cedar Springs

616.696.4748 or 616.862.0853
616.696.4748 | www.lrcsmi.com

 Located at 12734 Northland Dr., Cedar Springs

Several Varieties
FREE Shaking + Baling

A portion of the proceeds 
Donated to 

Alpha Family Center

Complimentary 
Hot Chocolate & Coffee

Great trees! Great Prices!

Christmas trees
Garland&Wreaths 

Landscape renovations, inc.

Holiday 
Bird Seed 

SALE

Cedar SpringS Mill & Supply, inC.
112 W. Beech St.  |  Cedar Springs, Mi 49319

616-696-9740

50 lb Black Oil SunflOwer ......................................... $16.50
40 lb cedar SpringS wildBird w/ corn .......................... $9.50
40 lb cedar SpringS wildBird w/o corn ...................... $11.00
40 lb cedar SpringS deluxe wildBird ....................... $14.50
50 lb ThiSTle Seed ....................................................... $35.00
heaTh dd4 SueT By The caSe ......................................... $9.75

gift certificates available

Sale starts Dec. 18th and ends Dec. 31st

There’s nothing like the warm glow of 
Christmas lights this time of year to give 
you a good dose of Christmas cheer! 

Every year The Cedar Springs POST 
hosts a Tour of Lights giving area resi-
dents the scoop on where the hot spots for 
Christmas lights are glowing. 

In order for us to make an accurate list-

Tour of lights

The Cedar Springs POST’s Tour of lights Entry Form

Name: _______________________________________________________________

Address: _____________________________________________________________

Contact Phone: ________________________________________________________

Directions to your Home: ________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________
Mail all entries to: Tour of Lights, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

ing, one that includes YOUR house as a 
“drive-by” we need you to lead the way. 

Simply mail your name and address 
to Tour of Lights, P.O. Box 370, Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319. You can also email 
them to news@cedarspringspost.com or 
call the office at 616-696-3655 to let us 
know. 

Tour of lights

This home is located on Shaner Avenue, south of 15 Mile.
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Home for theHolidays

Van Ball’s ALWAYS PRIME BEEF
3442 Plainfield Avenue NE, Just 2 blocks North of I-96 Expressway

To Place Your Order, Call

(616) 363-0801
4 MILE

RUPERT

PL
AI

NF
IE

LD

X

➟

HOURS:
Mon.-Fri.
8:00-6:00

Sat.
8:00-5:00

Always
PRIME
BEEF!

The “Pierogi”
Place!

NOW ACCEPTING:

Prime Rib Roast
Boneless Rump or Sirloin Tip Roast
Rack or Leg of Lamb • Lamb Chops
Crown Pork Roast • Polish Sausage

Swedish Potato Sausage
VanBall’s Marketmade Hams

Oysters and 
Christmas Bockwurst

Tom Otto’s Fresh Turkeys 
(No Steroids or Antibiotics)

Gary Otto’s Fresh Chickens 
(No Steroids or Antibiotics)

Place your Christmas orders now!

Seasons   
 Greetings

All About
  Heating & Cooling LLC

12505 Northland Dr.
  Owner: Greg Gillmer

Expert in all makes & models • Gas, Oil & Geothermal
Residential • Commercial • Service • Free Estimates

Plumbing Service • Sewer & Drain Cleaning

RV

616-824-6029
24 Hour service

on all Makes & Models
Fully

Licensed
Fully

Insured

You’ve tried the rest, 
now try the best.

Furnace Service & 
Check Up Special

Includes a 15 point Safety Check-Up.
Hurry! Limited time offer!

Expires 10/31/14. Good on all furnace brands. Price on oil furnaces may be slightly higher.

When you mention this ad.
Only $69*

All About
  Heating & Cooling LLC

12505 Northland Dr.
  Owner: Greg Gillmer

Expert in all makes & models • Gas, Oil & Geothermal
Residential • Commercial • Service • Free Estimates

Plumbing Service • Sewer & Drain Cleaning

RV

616-824-6029
24 Hour service

on all Makes & Models
Fully

Licensed
Fully

Insured

You’ve tried the rest, 
now try the best.

Furnace Service & 
Check Up Special

Includes a 15 point Safety Check-Up.
Hurry! Limited time offer!

Expires 10/31/14. Good on all furnace brands. Price on oil furnaces may be slightly higher.

When you mention this ad.
Only $69*

616-824-6029
24 Hour service on all Makes & Models

Expert in all makes & models 
• Gas, Oil & Geothermal

Fully insuredFully Licensed
Residential • Commercial • Service • Free Estimates • Plumbing Service • Sewer & Drain Cleaning

Auto & BoAt RepAiR
FRee estimAtes 

42 Years At same Location! 11896 Northland Drive (just north of 14 Mile Road) Rockford

Happy Holidays

here is no time 
more fitting to sayT

Thank You
and to wish you 

Robinson
Septic cleaning, llc

1565 Dagget Road | Pierson
616-636-5565

or 887-2060w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

Holiday Greetings
One of the pleasures of the Holiday 
Season is the chance to say “Thank 
You” for your contributions to our 
success. 

Our warmest thoughts and 
best wishes for a wonderful 
Holiday Season and a very 

Happy New Year. 

Cedar SpringS - 4116 17 Mile road  616-696-9610

Holidays
Happy 

Your  communitY  nonprofit  paramedic  ambulance  service
A m b u l A n c e

616.866.0724
www.rockfordambulance.com

Wishing all of our 
clients and friends a

Merry Christmas
and a peaceful 

and prosperous 

New Year!

We wish you and your family

Merry Christmas
a safe, happy, and 

peaceful festive season
and extend our sincere 

thanks for your 
support this year. 

8955 Sparta Ave. (M-37 & Sparta Ave.)

616-887-1791

Give the Gift that keeps on 
giving all Year Round!

P   STThe

Subscription to The POST 
Only $35 for one full year
Call 616.696.3655 for details

Merry 
     Christmas

Tips for enjoying a healthier holiday 
(Family Features)
The holidays bring lights, cheer, TV specials and treats 

– plenty of them. While it is tempting to eat all that gets 
placed in front of you, it isn’t worth the extra pounds you 
may gain during the holidays.  

Here are some tips to balance healthy living with enjoy-
ing the holiday spirit: 

Get in a festive mood with wintry activities. Bring the 
holidays to life by planning some fun seasonal activities 
with loved ones, such as ice skating, sledding, going to a 
tree farm to pick your tree, or decorating for the holidays. 
You will create some great memories with your favorite 
people, which is what the season is all about.

Share the joy. Sharing is encouraged when it comes to 
holiday deliveries loaded with carb-filled goodies. Instead 

Preheat oven to 350°F. Line baking sheet with parchment 
paper and set aside.

In food processor, pulse soy flour, baking soda, sugar 
substitute, cream cheese and butter for 30 seconds, until 
texture resembles coarse meal.

In mall bowl, mix together sour cream, egg and vanilla 
extract. Add sour cream mixture to soy mix mixture and 
pulse until just-combined, about 15 seconds. Chill in freez-
er 10 minutes or until firm. 

Roll dough out between 2 sheets of plastic wrap or waxed 
paper to 1/8 thickness. Using cookie cutters, cut out dough 
in desired shapes. Arrange cookies on prepared baking 
sheet and bake cookies 10-12 minutes, until lightly golden. 
Allow to cool completely before decorating.

Nutritional information per serving: Net carbs: 1.4 g; Fi-
ber: 0.3 g; Protein: 1.8 g; Fat: 3.7 g; Calories: 46.

Grand Prize Winner 
will receive this 
EXCLUSIVE 
Discontinued!
American Girl® 
“Saige” doll!
 (valued at OVER $200)

All About 
Heating & Cooling
12505 Northland Dr.

Cedar Springs
616.824.6029

WiN tHis dOll!
The Cedar Springs Post 2014 

CHRiStmAS COlORinG COntESt

sponsored by: 

This year The POST is 
trying something nEW!
Our judges will choose 3 finalists from each age 
group. All finalists will be placed in a drawing for this 
American Girl® “Saige” doll (valued at over $200.)
Boys are welcome to enter! Keep it, give as a gift, or you 
can always resell it on e-bay and buy what you want! 
Visit www.cedarspringspost.com for all the 
details and to download and print your entry!

Cedar Springs 
Rental

206 N. Main
Cedar Springs

616.696.8575
little Caesars

4116 17 Mile Rd.
Cedar Springs

616.696.9610
Ray Winnie
Auto Sales

121 W. Washington
Greenville

616.754.7195
Rockford

Ambulance
8450 Shaner Ave.

Rockford
616.866.0724

Sparta
Chevrolet
8955 Sparta Ave.

Sparta
616-887-1791

Sturgeon
Collision, inc.

915 S. Clay St.
Greenville

616-754-6957  
Hessel-Cheslek

88 E. Division St.
Sparta

616.887.1761

of keeping temptations around your 
house, share them with your neighbors 
or coworkers along with a holiday card 
to spread the cheer.

Don’t drink your carbs. If you’re not 
careful with loaded winter beverages, 
you could derail your healthy eating 
efforts. Instead of hot chocolate, opt 
for peppermint tea or add peppermint 
extract to your coffee for some holi-
day flavor. This also applies to alcohol 
consumption – red wine or spirits with 
low-glycemic mixers are best.

Bake yummy low-carb goodies. This 
is a good approach both for sweets 
around the house and for attending a 
party. Your friends and family will love 
your thoughtful contribution and you 
get to enjoy a healthier holiday treat. 

For example, bake a classic like the Holiday Cookies be-
low from www.Atkins.com, where you can find many low-
carb versions of your favorite holiday treats.
Holiday Cookies

Prep time: 25 minutes
Cooking time: 12 minutes
Makes: 24 servings
1  cup sifted soy flour
1  tablespoon baking soda
3  tablespoons granular sugar substitute (Sucralose)

4  ounces cream cheese
2  tablespoons unsalted 

butter
2  tablespoons sour cream
1  large egg
1  teaspoon vanilla extract



FAMILY FEATURES 

The holidays are a special time of year 
to celebrate and connect with family 
and friends. From a cookie swap at work

to a formal holiday dinner at home, with the
right kind of recipes and a little planning, any
holiday gathering can be a sweet success. 

But, before you tie your apron strings and
grab your rolling pin, avoid the last minute trips
to the store by stocking up on baking staples
like flour, butter, sugar and especially eggs. 

As a versatile and affordable ingredient, eggs
can be used in everything and offer limitless
baking possibilities — from pies to cookies to
eggnog. Plus, at 15 cents apiece, they can be an
affordable way to feed a crowd for the holidays.

For holiday recipes, baking hacks and more,
visit IncredibleEgg.org and Incredible Eggs on
Facebook, Twitter, Instagram and Pinterest.

Sugar Cookie Cut-Outs
Prep time: 15 minutes
Chill time: 2 hours or up to 
2 days
Cook time: 8–10 minutes 
per batch
Yield: 4 dozen cookies

1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted 
butter, room 
temperature

1 cup granulated sugar
2 teaspoons vanilla
1 egg, room temperature
2 egg yolks, room 

temperature
2 1/2 cups all-purpose flour

1/2 teaspoon salt
Icing: 
2 2/3 cups powdered sugar, 

sifted
2 tablespoons meringue 

powder
4 tablespoons water

Combine butter, granulated
sugar and vanilla in mixer bowl.
Beat on medium speed until light
and fluffy, about 3 minutes. Add 

egg and egg yolks; beat on low
speed until blended. Gradually
add flour and salt, beating just
until blended.

Refrigerate dough, wrapped
in plastic wrap, at least 2 hours
or up to 2 days.

Heat oven to 350°F. Work
with 1/2 of dough at a time,
keeping remaining dough refrig -
erated. Roll out dough on lightly
floured surface to 1/4-inch
thickness. Cut out cookies using
cookie cutters; place 1 inch apart
on parchment paper-lined or
ungreased baking sheets.

Bake in oven until edges are
lightly browned, 8–10 minutes.
Cool on baking sheets 1 minute.
Remove to wire racks; cool
completely.

For icing, combine powdered
sugar, meringue powder and
water in mixer bowl. Beat on
high speed until light and fluffy,
6–8 minutes. If icing is too
thick, thin with small amount 
of additional water.

Mini Pumpkin Pies
Prep time: 35 minutes 
Chill time: Several hours or overnight
Cook time: 35–37 minutes
Yield: 6 mini pies
Crust:

3 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon salt
1 cup vegetable shortening, cold
2 egg yolks

6–8 tablespoons ice water, divided
1 tablespoon fresh lemon juice

Filling:
3 eggs, slightly beaten
1 can (15 ounces) pumpkin

3/4 cup packed light brown sugar
1 1/2 teaspoons cinnamon

1 teaspoon salt
1/2 teaspoon ground ginger
1/4 teaspoon ground cloves

1 cup half and half
To make unbaked crusts, mix flour and salt in large bowl.
Cut in shortening with pastry blender until pieces are size 
of small peas. Mix egg yolks, 6 tablespoons ice water and
lemon juice in small bowl. Add to flour mixture, 1 table -
spoon at a time, stirring lightly and tossing with fork until
moistened and dough just holds together. Add remaining ice
water, if needed. Gather dough and shape into six 1-inch-
thick disks. Refrigerate, wrapped in plastic wrap, 1 hour 
or overnight.

Roll out each dough disk on lightly floured surface,
rolling from center to edge, to form 6-inch circle. Fold into
quarters; ease and unfold into 4-inch pie plate. Press pastry
gently against bottom and sides of pie plate, easing out any
air. Trim edge leaving 1/2-inch overhang. Fold overhang
under; flute edge. Refrigerate, covered, at least 30 minutes.

Heat oven to 400°F. 
Whisk eggs, pumpkin, brown sugar, cinnamon, salt,

ginger and cloves in medium bowl. Beat in half and half.
Pour approximately 2/3 cup into each mini piecrust.

Carefully place pies on rack in oven. Bake 15 min utes.
Reduce oven to 350°F; continue baking 20–22 minutes or
until knife inserted midway between center and edge of pie
comes out clean. 

Cool completely on wire rack. Refrigerate, loosely covered,
until firm, several hours or overnight.

Garnish with toasted pecans and whipped cream.

Chocolate Peppermint Crinkles
Prep time: 30 minutes
Chill time: 1 hour or overnight
Cook time: 8–10 minutes per batch
Yield: 6 dozen cookies
2 1/4 cups all-purpose flour

1/4 cup unsweetened cocoa powder
1 1/2 teaspoons baking powder

1/2 teaspoon salt
2 cups granulated sugar
1 package (12 ounces) or 2 cups semisweet 

chocolate chips, melted, cooled
3 eggs, room temperature

1/2 cup vegetable oil
1 teaspoon peppermint extract or vanilla

1/3 cup powdered sugar, sifted
1/4 cup crushed peppermint candies or candy canes
1/3 cup granulated sugar, for rolling

Mix flour, cocoa powder, baking powder and salt in large bowl.
Combine sugar, cooled chocolate, eggs, oil and pepper -

mint extract in mixer bowl. Beat on medium speed until
blended. Gradually add flour mixture, beating on low speed
until blended.

Refrigerate, covered, until firm enough to shape, about 
1 hour or overnight.

Heat oven to 350°F. Mix powdered sugar and crushed
candy in small bowl. Work with 1/3 of dough at a time,
keeping remaining dough refrigerated. Shape dough into 
1-inch balls; roll in granulated sugar first and then in
crushed candy mixture. Place 2 inches apart on parchment
paper-lined or ungreased baking sheets.

Bake in oven until lightly browned, 8–10 minutes. Cool
on baking sheets 1–2 minutes. Remove to wire racks; cool
completely.

The Cedar Springs Post Page 12  Thursday, December 18, 2014 The Cedar Springs Post Thursday, December 18, 2014   Page 13

Volunteers

Home for theHolidays

VarsITY

Girls basketball

Bowling

VarsITY

Row 1:Bailey Lachniet, Alysse Murray, Megan Dreyer, Sydney Gallup, Sienna 
Wight. 
Row 2: Coach Amy Veltkamp, Sydney Plummer, Carina Scheider, Holly Scheer, 
Brooke Morris, Kaitlyn Coons, Coach Heather Carlson.

Row 1: Tatyana Grody, Aaliyah Sargent, 
Maddie VanDosen, Marissa Oakes, Lauren 
VanDenHout, Ali Sparling.
Row 2: Coach Jen Booth, Taylor Noskey, 
Aubree Mouthaan, Jessica Wells, Sara 
Kriekaard, Samantha Taylor, Carlee 
Mouthaan, Coach Brandon Miller.

Row 1: Maddie Nichols, Julia VanDenHout, Alyssa Marshall, Lexi Alverson, Lillyanna 
Hudson. 
Row 2:  Meagan Shevock, Rachel Bowers, Kayleigh Boomgaard, Cecelia Brandt, 
Morgan Shevock, Coach Duke Saboo. Not pictured: Autumn Hinton.

Wrestling
Row 1: Anthony Topolski, Jacob Galinis, Jordan 
Andrus, Patrick DePiazza, Colton Elder, Jordan 
Ringler, Patrick Fliearman, Chris Shaffer. 
Row 2: Manager Taylor Dehos, Jared Scholten, 
Zachary Wamser, Michael Smith, Joe Tanis, 
Noah Howard, Logan McGahan, Jacob 
Patterson, Jesse Empie, Austin Ritsema, Coach 
Nicholas Emery.
Not pictured: Ted Edwards, Nate Patin, Mitchell 
Patterson, Fred Rutledge, Dominic Topolski, 
Wayne White.

JV freshman

SportS SCHeduleSWInTer

20635 W. Stanton Rd. | Pierson, MI | 616.636.8289

Good Luck Red Hawks!

Robinson
Septic cleaning, llc

169 N. State • Sparta
616-887-8661

Sparta
   Sport
      Shop

Row 1: Joshua Hamilton, Jarod Plank, Blake Fisk, Chris Paige, Dugan Conely, Jared Caniff
Row 2: Todd Austin, Trevor Ruark, Kyle Knarr, Jacob Cartwright, Assistant Coach Tyler Ruark
Not pictured: Tanner Anderson

Row 1:  Elizabeth DeBoe, Tamara Tiethoff, Salla Siitonen, Emma Schut, Breanna Feikema
Row 2: Coach Roger Filut, Rebecca Williams, Julie Schut, Allyson Marvel, Assistant Coach 
Heidi Feikema.

BoYs GIrls

4116 17 Mile Road
616-696-9610

FLOOR COVERINGS
DRAPERIES

326 Main St.
616-696-9340

1565 Dagget Rd.
Pierson

616-636-5565

8450 Shaner Ave.
616-866-0724
Emergency Call 911

13655 Shaner Ave.
616-696-0622

8955 Sparta Ave.
616-887-1791

13861 White Creek 
616-696-0010

Photos courtesy of 
Douglas Photography

7620 Myers Lake Ave.
Rockford

616-874-9101
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visit us online @ 
www.cedarspringspost.com

LegaL 
NOtIces Summary of the Regular 

Meeting of the
Cedar Springs City Council

Thursday, December 11, 2014
7:00 p.m.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

The Meeting was Called to Order by Mayor Gerald 
Hall at 7:00 p.m.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
All council members were present.
Seven residents addressed the Council during the 
Public Forum.
A presentation was given by the City auditors re-
garding the June 30, 3014 audit.
A Closed Session was held pursuant to Section 
8(h) of the Open Meeting Act to consider written 
communications protected by the attorney-client 
privilege and exempt from disclosure under Sec-
tion 13(1)(g) of the Freedom of Information Act 
and pursuant to Section 8(e) to consult with legal 
counsel regarding trial or settlement strategy in 
connection with pending litigation.
The agenda and consent agendas were approved.
Correspondence was reviewed.
An update on a proposed amphitheater was heard.
An update on Skinner Field activities was heard.
Discussion was held regarding options for record-
ing meetings and posting to YouTube.
Discussion was held on a draft policy for the clas-
sification of and allowable action on items placed 
on council agendas.
Discussion was held on the operations of the City’s 
Department of Public Works and transparency in 
City government.
Appointments were approved to city boards and 
commissions.
The following resolutions were approved:  Nos. 
2014-34, approving the regular meeting dates of 
the City Council from January, 2015 through De-
cember, 2015; 2014 – 35, to collect 100% of the 
KISD property tax in the summer of 2015; 2014 – 
36, to collect 100% of the CSPS District imposed 
summer property tax for 2015 and 2014 – 37, ac-
cepting a Competitive Grant Assistant Program 
Grant and authorizing participation in the pro-
posed project.
The following motions were approved:  moving 
forward with the refinancing of the sanitary sewer 
bonds; a change to the City’s Personnel and Em-
ployee Handbook to allow full-time employees to 
have Christmas Eve Day off with pay; to approve 
a public sewer utility and access agreement; to 
approve a second amendment to the 3W Devel-
opment Agreement; the Evelyn Cossin annual dis-
bursement to the CS Ministerial Association to be 
used for needy families within the City limits; the 
annual disbursement to the CSAP&R department 
and an appointment to the WMRPC.
A motion to continue with the City Council action 
of March 13, 2014 to cause an investigation to de-
termine if the Council violated the Open Meetings 
Act by its actions on July 11, 2013 died from a lack 
of a second to the motion.
The City Manager’s and monthly department re-
ports were offered.
Council comments were heard.
The meeting adjourned at 10:26 p.m.
A complete copy of the minutes is available in the 
office of the City Clerk and will be published on 
the City’s website: cityofcedarsprings.org upon 
approval.

Dated:  Dec. 18, 2014  Linda Christensen
City Clerk

616.696.1330

Solon Township 
Hall

15185 Algoma Avenue
Cedar Springs MI 49319

PUBLIC NOTICE
Summary of Minutes of the 

Regular Board Meeting, 
December 9, 2014.

Board Members Present:  Arthur Gerhardt, 
Robert Ellick, V. Fred Gunnell, John Rideout, 
Mary Lou Poulsen
Board Members Absent: none
Approved: agenda; consent agenda; fire station 
wall repair; Solon market sign purchase; full time 
firefighter position policy; Appointments to Plan-
ning Commission, ZBA, Board of Review, Library 
Board, Fire Committee; designation of 2015 hol-
idays; 2015 township meeting schedule; 2015 
CDBG public hearing date; Resolution for CGAP 
grant; P&L insurance renewal.
Motions Failed: none
No action taken: none
Tabled: none.
Public Comments: V. Babcock 
Adjournment:  8:17 p.m.

The complete text of this summary is available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours or 
on the township’s web site @ www.solontwp.org. 

Dated:  December 18, 2014
Mary Lou Poulsen, Clerk

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  

Summary of Nelson 
Township Board Meeting

2 Maple Street
Sand Lake, MI 49343

Nelson Township/Sand Lake Hall
Tuesday, December 9, 2014

7:00 PM

Present: Noreen, Hoffman, Austin, Mahoney and 
Armstrong

Board Approved actions:  purchase of first class 
stamps; township calendar; IRS business mileage 
rate; AT&T Video Franchise Agreement; board to 
attend MTA 2015; East Nelson Cemetery maps; 
CSPR Operating Agreement; repair heat tape and 
purchase of thermostat control adapters; validate 
PDR Application Malcolm Brigham; set public 
hearing for CDBG; additional hours for Nelson 
Twp/Sand Lake library.

Board discussed:  

Complete copies of the minutes are available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours 
Monday – Thursday 9 AM to 3 PM.

Dated: December 18, 2014  Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

The Creative Technologies 
Academy boys basketball team 

had a few highlight moments 
during last year’s basketball 
campaign, but unfortunately 
were unable to come up with 
any victories. This year, the 

players and coaches are confi-
dent that a young Chargers team 

can turn it around. 

Making a Difference in the Things that Matter

Creative Technologies Academy

Visit CTA’s website at www.ctaschool.com

CTA Calendar
December 19  Last day before Winter   
   Break
 22-Jan. 2 Winter Break

January 5  Classes resume
 13-15  Student Led Parent 
   Teacher Conferences
 16  Student Early Release – 
   (2 hours early)
   K-5 Dismissal at 12:55 pm
   6-12 Dismissal at 1:06 pm
 30  Student Early Release –  
   (2 hours early)
   K-5 Dismissal at 12:55 pm
   6-12 Dismissal at 1:06 pm

Lady Chargers Excited for new start in 2014-15

K-5 News
Grinchly CTA Elementary 

This month, the elementary building has focused on be-
ing kind. Every Monday we meet together in the elementa-
ry building and celebrate our efforts from the week before; 
also, we spend time looking toward what we can do to be 
kind in the week ahead. As a building, we celebrate those 
students that have shown kindness toward their peers or 
staff members. Mr. David Oldebekking, our Dean of Stu-
dents, leads the elementary with hoots and hollers to make 
every student a “Charger,” and then we exit our meetings 
with a chant of “WE ARE CHARGERS!”

Our two newest teachers, Miss Kristi Norman and Mrs. 
Kayla Campbell, have gone above and beyond the elemen-
tary weekly celebrations and have started celebrating their 
students who have displayed kind acts on a daily basis. 
They have taken the story How the Grinch Stole Christmas 
written by Dr. Seuss and brought it into their classrooms. 
The character of the Grinch in the story started-off being 
a “grinch” towards Christmas, but in the end he learns that 
the true meaning of Christmas is celebrating love and kind-
ness. Our newest additions have been on the lookout for 
finding those same traits within their students. Mrs. Camp-
bell mentioned one of her third graders, Morgan, because 
she has shown the most kindness within her classroom. 
Miss Norman said that her student, Alex, has shown the 
class a lot of kindness in the form of “Grinchly” actions. 

CreATIVe TeCHNoloGIes ACAdeMy
350 Pine Street | Cedar Springs, MI  49319

Open Enrollment Period for the 2015-16 School Year
January 15, 2015 – February 15, 2015

You may register students for grades K-12 by calling Mrs. Atkins or Mr. Oldebekking at (616) 696-4905

In a season full of new faces, the 
Creative Technologies Academy 
Lady Chargers basketball team 
is prepared to take the court 
and get back to business.  Led 
by first year head coaches Ger-
ry Verwey and Danielle Davies, 

the Chargers will look much dif-
ferent from a year ago. Gone are 

five seniors and one foreign exchange student, but a few 
familiar faces still remain.

The CTA Lady Chargers are led this year by their two se-
nior co-captains Olivia Wortz and Hannah Hubbard. Both 
have been four year varsity players, and have improved both 
their basketball and their leadership skills in the offseason. 

“This year, we expect to be great defensively,” said Hub-
bard. “We are very active with our hands and feet, and we are 
much better in terms of defensive communication this year.”

Joining Wortz and Hubbard as returning players are Ju-
niors Kaleigh Keech, Aubrey Slocum, and Annalise VanEnk, 
as well as Sophomores Holly Fahling and Vicky Hanes.

With only seven high school players on the team, Coach 
Verwey has had to look down to the middle school to fill out 
the rest of his roster. Eigth grader Brin Calkins, a returner 
from last year, is out for at least six weeks with a broken 
wrist. Fellow eigth grader Hayley Miller is in her first year 
of competitive basketball, and is joined by seventh graders 
Hannah Hofstra, Faith Watson, Annie Rabideau, and Taylor 
Stong.

“We have a great team full of hard workers” said VanEnk. 
“Our biggest focus right now is our team chemistry. With so 
many new players, we have a lot of work to do, and I think 
we have been doing a great job so far.”

The Lady Chargers begin their season Tuesday, December 
16, at the West Michigan School of Environmental Science. 
Let another great season of Lady Charger basketball begin.

Boys Basketball Preview
Chargers Look to Flip the Script in 14-15

keys for his team to have a successful season. “In practice 
we are doing a much better job of minimizing turnovers 
and we are being much more patient offensively, which will 
help us during the season.”

A couple of other returning players who are expected to 
see a lot of minutes this year are freshman James Hofstra, 
and sophomores Logan Colter and Bailey Hawkins. Hof-
stra will be stepping into the starting point guard role this 
season. “It is very important that we are unselfish as a team 
this season” said Hofstra. “We have been working a lot on 
our team chemistry, and are moving the ball very well.”

Sophomore Tim DeVries, who is in his first year at Cre-
ative Technologies Academy, likes what he has seen in the 
team so far. “There is a lot more talent here than where 
I had played before. We work very hard defensively, and 
coach Bultman makes sure we are very well conditioned.”

Rounding up the roster for the Chargers are sophomores 
Jackson Bowers and Jared Bouma, eighth grader Charles 
Wortz, and seventh graders Luke Hubbard and Collin Bish-
op.

The Chargers have a 16 game schedule this season, and 
begin the season Tuesday, December 16, at the West Mich-
igan Academy of Environmental Science. Best of luck this 
season to Coach Bultman and the Chargers of Creative 
Technologies Academy.

Led by second year head coach Scott Bultman, the Char-
gers have gained a year of experience playing with each 
other, and are looking for quite a few victories on the score-
board this season. Senior and team co-captain Preston Haw-
kins likes what he has seen in his team this preseason. “I be-
lieve our team is a lot better than last year” Said Hawkins. 
“We are much deeper than we were. I expect us to win at 
least half of our games this season.”

Joining Hawkins as the only other upperclassmen on 
the Charger roster is the other co-captain, senior Hunt-
er George, senior Logan Ogden, and junior Nate Marble. 
Although young, the Chargers have many younger players 
who earned valuable experience from playing on the team 
last year. CTA has two very athletic wings who are poised 
for great things this year in sophomore Brandon Beck and 
freshman Dawson Armstrong. Armstrong sees a couple of 

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Cedar 
Heating &

Cooling inC.

6 1 6 - 6 9 6 - 2 5 9 9
ExpEriEncE not guEsswork

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

At your 
service...

CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS
Low Cost Rentals Available
Auto Glass Installation

696-1830
13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year

things.”
So how does that compare to being Superintendent of a 

3,800-student district? “That’s the fun part of being here,” re-
sponded VanDuyne. “I always wanted to be a superintendent and 
I knew I wanted to be back at the local level,” she explained. And 
she hasn’t been disappointed.

“The board, the staff, the community, the parents are all work-
ing towards a better future for our kids. It’s such a close-knit 
community, and they are so proud. We have great innovative 
teaching, and the support staff is totally invested. It’s all about 
the children, and that is energizing for me,” she explained.

She noted that she is also impressed by the level of heartfelt 
interest by the Board of Education. “It’s all about the kids. I have 
not seen agendas, and that has left an impression with me. They 
have had to make some tough decisions.”

While some on the Board of Education thought it might be 
a large learning curve for her, coming from another state, Van-
Duyne said that hasn’t been the case. “This is the third state I’ve 
been an administrator in; making those changes are not difficult. 
They all have similar tenets, with some nuances in local legisla-
tion,” she noted.

VanDuyne said the biggest thing she has focused on is get-
ting to know the teaching and support staff—faces, names, what 
they teach, etc. She said she likes to meet with every individual 
and get to know them. “That’s been wonderful; I’ve learned so 
much,” she remarked. “That’s where I’ve gleaned pride in the 
community.”

VanDuyne said she is big on input and grassroots information 
gathering. An example of that was the recent selection of a web-
site vendor. She said they wanted something that would highlight 
the district, yet be easy to use for parents and staff. They had 30 
employees and citizens from all areas of the school system—all 
people who would use the website—and had them watch four 
presentations from web vendors. They then selected the vendor, 
without input from either VanDuyne or Asst. Superintendent Da-
vid Cairy.

“When you can bring bright minds together that’s powerful. 
They will do more, they will buy into it,” she explained. 

VanDuyne also wants residents to know that her door is al-
ways open for them. “I answer my own emails, and take my own 
calls. I want a personal connection,” she explained. “I value face 
to face discussion—a handshake. I want to hear your concerns.”

VanDuyne said their family is enjoying being here with friends 
and family, something they have long looked forward to. And 
she noted that the community doesn’t need to worry about her 
going anywhere anytime soon. “I plan to be here a long time, to 
become an integral part of Cedar Springs and Red Hawk pride.” 
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BuSINESS / FINANCE$ $

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Seth Baker-Donnan 
Financial Advisor 

4027 17 Mile Rd 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 
616-696-9370

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Time for a Family Meeting to Discuss Financial Preparations?
During the holiday season, you no doubt have 

a lot going on in your life — work functions, 
gatherings with friends and neighbors, tracking 
down the elusive “perfect gift,” etc. But you 
may find it valuable to add one more event to 
your calendar: a family meeting to discuss those 
financial preparations that affect you and your 
loved ones.

Of course, the scope of your meeting will 
depend on your age and the age of your children, 
and on whether you have elderly parents. So, let’s 
look at one family meeting scenario that would 
work under two different sets of circumstances: 
you are meeting with your own grown children or 
you are meeting with your elderly parents. 

In either case, you’ll want to review the 
following areas:
• Investment information — It’s a good idea 

to let your grown children know where you 
(and your spouse, if still living) keep your 
investments and what sort of investments 
and retirement accounts you own, such as 
your IRA, 401(k), and so on. You should also 
provide your children with the name of your 
financial advisor. And talk to your parents 
about their investments. You might think that 
this could be challenging topic to bring up, but 
you might be surprised at their willingness to 
talk.

• Estate planning documents — Comprehensive 
estate planning can involve a variety of legal 
documents, such as a will, a living trust, power 
of attorney, etc. If you have already created 
these documents, you need to share both their 
location and their intent with your grown 
children, who will be active players in carrying 
out your estate plans. The same is true with 
your elderly parents — try to encourage them 

to share all their estate-planning documents 
with you, especially if they will be counting 
on you for their care. 

•  Names of professional advisors — As you 
put together your estate plans, you will likely 
need to work with a team of financial, tax and 
legal advisors. Make sure your grown children 
know the names of these professionals and 
how to contact them. Similarly, seek the same 
information from your parents. 

• Wishes for future living arrangements — It’s 
certainly possible that you will be able to live 
independently your whole life. On the other 
hand, you may eventually need some type 
of long-term care, such as that provided in a 
nursing home or an assisted-living residence. 
Let your children know what your feelings are 
about such a possibility, and what preparations 
you have made. And try to elicit the same 
information from your own parents.

• Funeral or burial instructions — Admittedly, 
you can probably find topics that are more 
pleasant to discuss than funeral plans. Yet, if 
you make your own burial or cremation plans 
in advance, and possibly even prepay for them, 
you will be taking a tremendous burden off 
the shoulders of your loved ones, who won’t 
be forced to make difficult decisions — or 
scramble for money at short notice — during 
a highly emotional time in their lives. Once 
again, you’ll also want to learn about your 
parents’ desires for their final arrangements, 
and what steps they may have already taken in 
this area.
By holding a family meeting about these 

issues today, you can avoid a lot of stress and 
misunderstandings in the future. So bring out the 
coffee and cookies — and start talking.

Consumers Energy 
scam

In December 2014, BBB 
began hearing from consum-
ers who have received calls 
from someone claiming to 
be from the “Disconnect De-
partment” of Consumer Ener-
gy. The caller stated the consum- er 
was behind on their Consumers En- ergy 
bill and that they needed to make payment immediate-
ly to avoid disconnection. The company instructs the consumer 
to purchase green dot money cards for a specific amount due 
and then to call back once the cards have been purchased. The 
company provides generic contact names such as Mr. Johnson 
and Mr. Brown. 

BBB contacted Consumers Energy, and they are aware of the 
scam.  They advised that they do not perform collection in this 
way and they do not accept payment via green dot money card.  
Consumers Energy stated that there is a process that takes place 
when an account is delinquent:

•  Bill is sent to consumer
•  If payment not received, second bill is sent to consumer
•  If payment is not received, shut-off notice sent to consumer 

outlining amount due and shut-off date
• If payment is not received, phone call made to consumer
•  If payment is not received, service is disconnected 
The BBB contacted the company making the calls, and the 

phone was answered PNG.  When asked what company was 
reached, we were informed we reached PNG Electric Compa-
ny. BBB then stated we were trying to reach Consumers Energy 
and we were informed that they represent Consumers Energy 
and that we reached the Disconnection Department. When we 
asked where the company was located, the call was disconnect-
ed. During the BBB phone calls to the company, it sounded like 
a boiler room operations; we could hear several other conversa-
tions in the background. BBB has been unable to determine the 
true identity of the company or individuals making the calls or 
identify where they are located.

If you receive a call as described above, we suggest you re-
port it to the BBB and the Federal Trade Commission. 

Be sure to always research any organization you are con-
sidering doing business with by visiting www.bbb.org/west-
ern-michigan!

Hospital volunteer receives award
Spectrum Health Foundation United & Kelsey Hospitals 

hosted a volunteer appreciation luncheon on Wednesday, No-
vember 19 in honor of United and Kelsey Hospitals’ 96 ac-
tive volunteers. A highlight of this annual luncheon is the pre-
sentation of the 2014 Suzanne Christensen Volunteer Award. 
The Suzanne Christensen award is given annually to a recip-
ient who has demonstrated an outstanding contribution to the 
Spectrum Health United Hospital and Kelsey Hospital’s com-
munity through volunteerism or other significant goodwill. It 
is with great pleasure and honor to announce that Joan Oberlin 
was this year’s recipient. 

Joan has been volunteering 
at United Hospital and has 
been a Kelsey Hospital Guild 
member since July 2012 and 
recently began volunteering 
at Kelsey Hospital. At United 
Hospital, Joan delivers mail, 
serves as a patient and family 
experience volunteer, greets 
at the front entrance, works 
in the gift shop and assists 
with special projects in the 
foundation office. She serves 
in the special procedures area 
as a volunteer at Kelsey Hos-
pital. As an active member of 
the Kelsey Hospital Guild, 
Joan helps with fundrais-
ing initiatives that support 
Kelsey Hospital. Joan has 
exhibited true dedication, en-
thusiasm and a giving heart. 
We sincerely appreciate Joan 
and the energy, time and 
compassion that she gives to 
United and Kelsey Hospital’s 
patients and staff. 

Spectrum Health United 
and Kelsey Hospitals would 
like to thank Joan and the 
many other devoted volun-
teers for the dedication and 
support they give to help 
others.

Joan Oberlin, center, is this 
year’s recipient of the Suzanne 
Christensen Volunteer Award.
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Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed

Clean up crew
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reaching around the world

For rent

PH. 616.696.3655
Fax 616.696.9010

Help 
Wanted

JOb 
OpeNINgs

Sales: Earn extra moo-la. Flex-
ible hours. Must have own ve-
hicle and valid driver’s license. 
Pays 20% commission weekly. 
For more info, send resume and 
contact information to sales@
cedarspringspost.com

Graphic Designers: Looking 
for a part time graphic designer. 
Must be familiar with Creative 
Suite (Adobe,  Indesign, Photo-
shop). Please send resumes to 
design@cedarspringspost.com

CLASSIFIEDS
DeaDLINe: Monday by 5:00 p.m. 

• No Billing • All Classifieds 
Must be Pre-Paid!

prIcINg: $12.00 
for first 25 words, 
20¢ for each additional word (pricing 

includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST for 
more information at
616.696.3655

Hi I’m Josie and 
I’m asking you to 
make my holiday 
wish come true! 
I’m a 6-year-old 
with a snow-white 
coat and have been 
at HSWM for four 
months now.  I’d 

love nothing more than a home of my own to relax in 
this winter. A favorite activity of mine is observing all of 
HSWM’s visitors as they tour the cattery area. A good 
fit for me would be a quieter home that will respect my 
space as I adjust to life in a home. Stop by and visit with 
me today!

For Sale

HomeS
 For Sale

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAL LOST/FOuND ADS ARE FREE!616-696-3655 36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370

Cedar Springs, MI 49319
– 696-3655 –

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

aUCtIon ServiceS

Hi, my name is 
pasquillo! I am a five-
year old chihuahua mix. 
I am a shy, yet charming 
dog searching for a 
patient owner who will 
help me come out of my 
shell. If you’re searching 
for a loyal friend, visit 
the Humane Society of 
West Michigan today 
and ask about me!

For more information on the Humane Society of West 
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077 
Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road 
during adoption hours or visit ww.hswestmi.org. 

adoption Hours: 
Sunday and Monday: Closed

Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm, Saturday: 10am-4pm

PETS of the WEEK

Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

CEDARFIELD 
COMMUNITY

Next to Meijer

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 
616-696-1100

Looking at 
downsizing?

Then take a 
look at us!In accordance with the 

provisions of law, there being 
due and unpaid charges 
for which the undersigned 
is entitled to satisfy, an 
owner’s lien of the goods 
hereinafter described and 
stored at CEDARFIELD 
SELF STORAGE located 
at 3592 – 17 Mile Rd., 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319, 
888-865-4800 is hereby 
enforced; and, due notice 
having been given to the 
owners of said property and 
all parties known to claim 
an interest therein, and the 
time specified in such notice 
for payment having expired, 
the goods will be sold at 
public auction to the 
highest bidder or otherwise 
disposed of on Saturday, 
Dec. 20, 2014 at 10 am. 
Cash only. We reserve 
the right to refuse any or 
all bids. Trudy Drent A111 
(10’x15’) household goods; 
Trudy Drent A121 (5’x10’) 
household goods; Patricia 
Garlock A129 (10’x25’) 
household goods.

Auction Sale

Auction SAle
at

Pierson Self
Storage
100 Fourth St.

Pierson, MI 49339

Sat., Dec. 20th
 at 10:00 a.m.

For total contents per judicial 
lien process under MCL570.521 
ET-SHQ, as single units, reserves 
the right to refuse any and all 
bids. Cash only.

616-318-8568
Household and Misc. items.

Units: 26, 28, 41, and 63

Firewood for Sale: Seasoned 
oak hardwood. 5-10 minimum. 
4X8x16. 989-285-4572. Now 
Hiring. #50-53p

Nativity Blow Molds: Angel, 
Mary, Joseph, baby Jesus 
in manger, shepherd, sheep 
laying down, one wise man. 
Originally from Bronners. $50 or 
best offer. Call Dan at 616-520-
3194. #50,51f

4 Bedroom, 3 full baths, family 
room, appliances included. 
No pets, no smoking. $950 
month plus utilities and security 
deposit. Call 616-644-6432. 
#51p

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Arroway Secure
Self Storage

6x8
8x10

10X20
10x24

Lighted security fencing
• No Deposit •

4121 - 14 Mile Rd.
Half mile east of 131 X-way
  696-3390
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Classifieds 

fatalities during the same period in 2013.
Law enforcement officers from Alle-

gan, Berrien, Calhoun, Chippewa, Delta, 
Eaton, Genesee, Grand Traverse, Hough-
ton, Ingham, Jackson, Kalamazoo, Kent, 
Livingston, Macomb, Marquette, Monroe, 
Muskegon, Oakland, Ottawa, Saginaw, St. 
Clair, Van Buren, Washtenaw, Wayne and 
Wexford counties participated in the Click 
It Or Ticket campaign.

The traffic enforcement effort was paid 
for with federal traffic safety funds coordi-
nated by OHSP.

Grant-funded seat belt and drunk driving 
enforcement is part of Michigan’s Strategic 
Highway Safety Plan signed by Gov. Rick 
Snyder in February 2013.

Citations
...continued from page 3

or nose. The flu can cause mild to severe 
illness, and in some cases, it can be deadly. 

Signs and symptoms can include fever, 
chills, cough, sore throat, runny or stuffy 
nose, muscle or body aches, headaches, 
fatigue (very tired), vomiting and diarrhea 
(more common in children than adults). 
Not everyone with flu will experience all of 
the symptoms. 

The flu can have serious complications 
for children under the age of five, the el-
derly, and people with already-weakened 
immune systems. The CDC recommends 
a yearly flu vaccine for everyone over 6 
months of age to protect against flu viruses. 
“We know there has been some mutation in 
the flu virus that was expected for this year 
when the influenza vaccine was produced,” 
says Adam London, Administrative Health 
Officer for the Kent County Health Depart-
ment. “But the flu vaccine is still very useful 
and the best protection you can get against 
influenza. Even in those cases where people 
get the flu, the illness is not as severe as it is 
in those unvaccinated.” 

Now is the time to get you and your fam-
ily vaccinated. It can take about two weeks 
for the vaccination to become effective. 
The Kent County Health Department sea-
sonal influenza program provides vaccina-
tions for all individuals six months of age 
and older. The cost of the vaccine ranges 
from $39-$55; FluMist nasal spray (a live, 

Illness
...continued from page 3

preservative-free, four strain vaccine) is 
available for $41. 

Children from six months through eigh-
teen years who have no insurance, or who 
have insurance that doesn’t cover vaccines, 
will pay a sliding scale administration fee 
of up to $15. The Health Department can 
only bill Medicaid and Medicare; private 
insurance is not accepted. Cash, check, 
MasterCard, Visa, or Discover are accept-
ed. To make an appointment at any of our 
four clinic locations, call (616) 632-7200. 

You can also schedule online at www.
stickittotheflu.com. 

is online @ www.cedarspringspost.com
BuSINESS / FINANCE$ $



DNR fire tower near Arnold, Mich., circa 1965.
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outdoors

Also visit our Greenville location Public Warehouse 
for the same great deals - 1205 W.  Washington St. • Greenville

roWland’s
surPlus outlet

Muskegon St.
Cedar Springs

616-696-9716
We’ve got what you need for Winter!

tarPs

Winter
gloves 

and 
hats

groceries 
and 

 hbc

snoW
shovels

RV

Includes a 15 point Safety Check-Up.
Hurry! Limited time offer!

*Good on all furnace brands. Price on oil furnaces may be slightly higher.

Furnace Service & 
Check Up Special Only $69*

When you 
mention 
this ad.

Expert in all makes & models • Gas, Oil & Geothermal
Residential • Commercial • Service • Free Estimates • Plumbing Service • Sewer & Drain Cleaning

24 Hour service on all Makes & Models

All About
  Heating & Cooling LLC

12505 Northland Dr.
  Owner: Greg Gillmer

616-824-6029

Looks Like the Weather 
Predictions for the 

Winter are SEVERE!
Don’t Wait Get Your  

Furnace Checked Now!

Fully
Licensed & 

Insured 

CSP

Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060

w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

What Are You Waiting for?
Become a Dental Assistant 
in 10 Weeks!
That’s right! Only 10 Saturdays for your new career! 

Enroll NOW for Winter Classes!
Classes held at BELMONT DENTISTRY

1259 Post Dr. • Belmont
Call 616-915-8663

For more info, visit the website at
www.grdentalassisting.net

DNR’s fire program celebrates 100 years

Historical photo depicts a pull-behind water unit connected to 
hand lines for fire suppression.  

dNr officers seek info on Baraga 
County moose poaching

Conservation officers with 
the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources are seeking 
information regarding the ille-
gal killing of a bull moose that 
occurred in late November in 
Baraga County.

The moose carcass was dis-
covered on Saturday, Dec. 13. 
Based on evidence collected 
at the site, officers believe 
the moose was killed in late 
November along Heart Lake 
Road near Petticoat Lake 

Road in the Three Lakes area. 
Logging is occurring along 
the road and road hunting vi-
olations have been reported in 
the area, according to officers 
involved in the investigation.

A cash reward is being of-
fered for information that leads 
to the arrest and conviction of 
the person or persons responsi-
ble. Anyone with information 
related to this case, or any other 
fish, game or natural resources 
violation, is asked to call the 

DNR’s Report All Poaching 
hotline at 800-292-7800; the 
DNR’s Law Enforcement Di-
vision at the Marquette Cus-
tomer Service Center at 906-
228-6561; or may report the 
information online at www.
michigan.gov/conservationof-
ficers. Information may be left 
anonymously.

Michigan currently does 
not have a moose hunting sea-
son, and moose are protected 
under state law. Penalties for 

poaching a moose include up 
to 90 days in jail and/or a fine 
of up to $1,000, restitution 
of $1,500, and a mandatory 
loss of all hunting privileges 
for four years.

For more information about 
the Upper Peninsula’s moose 
population, visit www.michi-
gan.gov/moose. 

Historically, it’s the years with the large wildfires that garner 
the most public attention. For example, in 2012—the year of the 
Duck Lake fire—497 fires burned 23,814 acres.

In 2014, Michigan set a new record when it came to wild-
fires—a record low. This past fire season, 167 fires burned 550 
acres across the state.  

“The record low numbers for wildfires can be attributed to 
damp weather conditions,” said Paul Kollmeyer, who oversees the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources’ wildfire suppression 
and prevention efforts. In addition to the wet weather conditions 
keeping fire numbers low, Kollmeyer said the DNR’s work to 
spread fire prevention messages has been key in helping to reduce 
the number of wildfires caused by people.  

“Nine out of 10 wildfires are caused by people,” he said. “Our 
strategy has always been to get an educational prevention mes-
sage out to folks of all ages. Through our efforts most people now 
take extra steps to be careful with fire. They also understand that 
they need to check if the DNR is issuing burn permits before they 
burn leaves and yard debris.”  

Spreading the fire prevention message across the state requires 
a lot of boots on the ground at schools, parades, fairs and oth-
er events. The DNR has 68 fire officers deployed at 48 stations 
across the state who, in addition to suppressing wildfires on public 
and private land, join their friend Smokey Bear to remind folks to 
be careful with fire.  

“Fire officers are required to have diverse job skills,” Kollmeyer 
said. “They might be interacting with elementary school kids one 
day and building a firebreak the next day. Their jobs require a lot 
of specialized training. It’s a job that has evolved a lot over the 
past 100 years.” 

The historic low number of wildfires corresponds to another 
historic event in Michigan: 2014 marks the 100th anniversary of 
William J. Pearson being appointed as the state’s first full-time 
forest fire officer. Pearson developed the state’s fire control orga-
nization, starting with the aid of a few game, fish and forest war-
dens and some part-time assistance from a handful of temporary 
patrolmen, lookouts and fire wardens. He also developed a system 
of lookout towers and telephone lines for spotting and reporting 
fires. These tools and techniques gradually evolved into the fire 
suppression organization the DNR has today. 

Prior to 1914, forest fire suppression and prevention was han-
dled by the timber industry, funded by a fee assessed on their own-
ership acreage paid to the Northern Forest Protective Association. 
By 1907, the Legislature authorized the employment of “not more 
than 10 district deputy game, fish and forestry wardens to employ 
firefighters, impress labor and enforce the fire laws.” But it was 
the appointment of Pearson in 1914 that really got the ball rolling. 
That year, there were 935 fires reported that burned 408,765 acres. 
The private fire associations began to fall by the wayside as the 
state stepped up fire prevention and suppression efforts. Tactics 
for fighting fires began to change at that time, too. When World 
War I began in 1914, horses were still being used to haul cannons 

and other heavy equipment; by the end of the war, tanks and other 
mechanized equipment had proved their value in navigating dif-
ficult terrain and began to be incorporated into firefighting tactics 
replacing horse drawn plows, axes and shovels. This was a turning 
point in the way Michigan battled wildfires back then and mech-
anized firefighting remains the most efficient means to combat 
wildfires today.

“The reason we don’t have million-acre fires anymore like we 
did in the 1800s is because we have mechanization and a road 
system to quickly respond with off-road firefighting equipment 
operated by skilled fire officers,” Kollmeyer said. But it didn’t 
happen overnight. In 1923, 1,336 fires burned 466,474 acres. Two 
years later, 3,887 fires consumed 733,750 acres. And in 1930, 
there were 4,690 fires reported, burning 290,300 acres. But grad-
ually, both the number of fires and the destruction they wreaked 
were reduced.

A big change occurred in 1944, when Smokey Bear was ad-
opted in a national campaign to engage the public in fire preven-
tion. “We still message with Smokey’s help, even after 70 years,” 
Kollmeyer said. “Our fire program is not just about fighting fires, 
it’s about preventing fires, too. People have changed and their 
mindset has changed.” But the mission of fire officers hasn’t. 
“Fire officers were originally hired for prevention and coordina-
tion,” he said. “That hasn’t changed.” 

Prescribed fire designed to enhance wildlife habitat or reduce 
hazardous and invasive vegetation has become a large portion 
of a fire officer’s duties in recent years. “This year in Michigan, 
there were more acres of beneficial prescribed burn treatments 
than what we responded to for wildfires,” Kollmeyer said. “We 
conducted 105 burns for 10,488 acres to enhance wildlife habitat, 
improve forest regeneration, to control invasive plants and to re-
duce the risk of wildfires.” 

When not actively suppressing fires, fire officers spend a lot of 
time training—maintaining their skills as well as developing new 
ones. “We cooperatively train rural fire departments in wildfire 
fighting techniques, maintain equipment and assist with the de-
velopment of new equipment,” explained Dana Pelton, a DNR 
forest fire officer supervisor in Gaylord. “Additionally, we write 

plans outlining parameters that will provide the desired results for 
upcoming prescribed burns.”  

Fire officers will also assist with other forestry activities—mark-
ing timber for sale, treating diseases and removing hazardous trees 
(such as at Belle Isle in Detroit this year), she said. A background 
in forestry is helpful for fire officers, but it isn’t the only attribute 
the DNR looks for when recruiting. Ability to communicate with 
the public, make presentations and mechanical aptitude all come 
into play.

“It’s a multi-faceted job,” Pelton said. “There’s a lot more to it 
than just driving around a fire truck.” And, of course, fire officers 
will continue to work on enlightening the public to the dangers 
of wildfires. “You never know about the fire you prevented, but 
that’s the way we like it,” Pelton said. “And for those that aren’t 
prevented—we’ll be ready.”

sports
MS cheer teams place in top 4 at Sparta 

Young wrestlers shine at 
East Kentwood

The Cedar Springs Middle School Cheer teams competed at Sparta last week. The red team took first, and the white team (shown 
above) took 4th place.

The second competition of the season brought the two 
teams representing Cedar Springs Middle School Compet-
itive Cheer to Sparta where eight teams were competing 
for that 1st Place Championship. This week challenged the 
two coaches to be more creative with their routines. There 
were a few illnesses to the team that took out some of the 
girls. Routines were written and re written and the girls rose 
to the challenge with all of the necessary changes, includ-
ing last minute changes right before competition. This ef-
fort shows the level of skill the coaches bring to the table 
and the talented girls we have to work with. 

After the completion of Round 2, Cedar Springs 
White earned a score of 76.74, taking 6th Place and Ce-
dar Springs Red earned a score of 116.12 taking the lead 
with 1st Place. The completion of Round 3 earned Cedar 
Springs White a score of 214.1, bringing their total score to 
290.84 and ending with a 4th Place overall. Cedar Springs 
Red earned a score of 259.2, bringing their total score to 
375.32. This high score secured their 1st Place victory for 
the second time in a row. 

Congratulations to both teams and their coaches for a job 
well done! Let’s keep this winning season going.

Our next competition will be held at Allendale Middle 
School Thursday, December 18 at 6 p.m. Come support a 
great group of girls doing what they love.  These girls are 
doing a fantastic job representing their coaches, school and 
community.

Gage Bowen is in the 7/8 open age group for West Michigan Pursuit.

The second tournament 
of the 2014-2015 MYWA 
Western Region was host-
ed by East Kentwood. West 
Michigan Pursuit brought 
23 grapplers to compete 
with eight entering Novice 
and the rest entering the 
Open division. WMP also 
had three enter into the Man-
ton Madness tournament in 
the North Region. This is an 
Open tournament only due 
to the trophies offered. Our 
team battled 76 times with 
47 ending in victory. This 
past weekend placed 18 of 
our young grapplers. 

“I had a parent, not asso-
ciated with WMP, ask me 
why I do what I do,” said 
Owner and Head Coach, 
Dave Andrus. “My response 
was there will be a day 
when I am no longer able to 
coach any more. When that 
day happens, I would like 
to look back and say that 
I made a difference in that 
wrestlers’ life. He or she is 
where they are because I 
had a part of that training.” 

This week’s placements 
are as follows:

4th Place medalists in-

clude Kaden Schmid in 
the 9/10 Novice age group 
in the 75 lb wt class and 
Brandson Wood in the 7/8 
Open age group in the 46 lb 
wt class.

3rd Place medalists in-
clude Hannah Pienton in 
the 11/12 Novice age group 
in the 90 lb wt class,  Josh 
Vasquez in the 7/8 Open 
age group in the 55 lb wt 
class and Caleigh Wood in 
the 4/5/6 Novice age group 
in the 40 lb wt class.

2nd Place medalists in-
clude Lee Braun in the 7/8 
Open age group in the 58 
lb wt class, Casey Eber-
speaker in the 7/8 Open age 
group in the 64 lb wt class 
and Bryant Vandermark in 
the 7/8 Open age group in 
the 61 lb wt class.

Champions are Gage 
Bowen in the 7/8 Open age 
group in the 97 lb wt class, 
Chayson Eberspeaker in the 
4/5/6 Open age group in the 
52 lb wt class, Luke Egan in 
the 7/8 Open age group in 
the 52 lb wt class Landon 
Foss in the 7/8 Open age 
group in the 49 lb wt class, 
Jayden Marcano-Cruz 

in the 4/5/6 Novice age 
group in the 46 lb wt class, 
Kameron Ogden in the 7/8 
Novice age group in the 55 
lb wt class, Blake Peasley 
in the 7/8 Open age group 
in the 61/64 lb wt class, Lu-
cus Pienton in the 13/14/15 
Open age group in the 138 
lb wt class, Zak Schmid in 
the11/12 Open age group 
in the 133 lb wt class, and 
Maston Wood in the 9/10 
Open age group in the 110 
lb wt class.

Congratulations to all of 
you grapplers for stepping 
out on the mat and working 
as hard as you do. You truly 
are the Pursuit of Champi-
ons!

Special recognition to 
Maston Wood for his hon-
esty and strong moral fiber. 
He found $350 dollars on 
the floor and turned it in 
to the head table. The cash 
was returned to the very 
appreciative owner and 
was given a reward for his 
actions. Thank you Maston 
for being such an honest 
young man! Your parents 
and your coach are very 
proud of you.

youth wrestling off to a 
good start

The youth wrestling season has officially 
begun! And your Cedar Springs Youth Red 
Hawks continue with a tradition in youth 
wrestling that has spanned well over twen-
ty years in the Cedar Springs area. Cedar 
Springs Youth Wrestling club is a not for 
profit program that offers affordable, devel-
opmental wrestling for boys and girls ages 
4-15. Coaches and board members volun-
teer their time for their love of the kids in 
the community, and of course for their love 
of wrestling as a sport. They spend their 
time developing youth wrestlers in hopes 
that they too will learn to love the sport and 
continue into high school competition. A 
fun fact, Cedar Springs also has the largest 
number of girl competitors of any club in 
the State of Michigan!

Junior Red Hawks competed well in both 
the Novice and Open divisions at the Mona 
Shores Tournament on Sunday, December 
7, 2014. Six wrestlers earned medals in the 
Novice division. Those wrestlers were:  

In the 4/6yrs age group was Veronica 
Tapia 1st at 40lbs. In the 7/8yrs age group 
were Cora Gonzales 1st at 52lbs, Wyatt 
Cooper 2nd at 102lbs. and Juan Angel 
Acosta 3rd at 102lbs. In the 11/12yrs age 
group was Kamden Klaasen 1st at  90lbs. 

In the 13/15yrs age group was Fred White 
1st at 85lbs.

There were also nine medal winners in 
the Open division.  These wrestlers have 
had more than two years of experience in 
wrestling competitions. Those medals win-
ners were:

In the 7/8yrs age group were Keaton 
Klaasen  2nd at 55lbs, Gavyn Byxbe 4th at 
55lbs and Pistachio Gonzales at 61lbs. In 
the 9/10yrs age group was Landon Demor-
est 1st at 59lbs. In the 11/12yrs age group 
were Zoe Gonzales 3rd at 80lbs and Aiden 
Bouwens 1st at 119lbs. In the 13/15 age 
group were Reese Gonzales 2nd at 114lbs, 
Sam Couturier 1st at 122lbs and Allexis 
Gonzales 1st at 138lbs.

Registration for this wrestling season 
will continue until mid January for any-
one who may be interested in participat-
ing in youth wrestling. You can get more 
information at cedarspringsyouthwrestling.
com or Cedar Springs Youth Wrestling on 
Facebook. Get started with one of the best 
developmental youth wrestling programs 
in the state of Michigan for only $75 for 
the entire season!
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www.nugentbuilder.com

Thank You to All of This Year’s Clients:

Merry Christmas
from

Nugent Builders
Rockford Construction  
Grand Valley State University  
Pioneer Construction     
East Kentwood Public Schools 
Meekhof Tire  
Blythefield County Club  
Byrne Electrical Specialist  
St. Cecilias Music Society  
Comstock Park Public Schools 
Owen Ames Kimball Co.  
Porter Hills  
Cutler Condos 
Kent Family Dental 
St. Patricks Parish
New Development Corp.  
The City of Rockford  
Tesa Tape
Grand Rapids Community 
     College 
DornerWorks  
Bazzani Associates  
Bostwick Lake 
     Congregational Church 
Mary Free Bed
North Valley Condos  
Grand Rapids Public Schools  
Forest Hills Public Schools  
Ferris Coffee & Nut 
Northfield Lanes  
Rylee’s Ace Hardware  
Cornerstone University  
Wyoming Police Department  
Spice Jungle
North Kent Sewer Authority  
Amtrak
The Christman Company  
Montcalm Community College 
B&R Real Estate  
CWD Real Estate  
M&B Real Estate  
Trendwell Energy  
Andrus Architecture  
Triangle Associates  
Plainfield Partners   
Carrick Properties   
Hudsonville Public Schools  
Allegan Public Schools  
The Skillman Corporation  
J&L Roofing  
Erhardt Construction  
Law Offices of David Carrier  
Nugent Rentals  
Riverhouse Condominiums  
Byrne Tool & Design  
Tower Pinkster Associates  
Euro Autowerks  
HEP&K  
Old Mill Apartments  
Christ the King Catholic Church 
Grandville Public Schools  
GDK Construction  
Massage Envy Spa  
Hope College  
First United Methodist Church  
Mercy Health Services  
Rockford Animal Hospital  
Herremans Orthodontics  
North Kent Community Services 
 

COMMERCIAL:

Mark Archer
Luke & Heather Callahan  
David & Stephanie Dorner  
Antonina Disbrow  
Ronald & Joan Dreyer  
William Bennie & Kim Cridler  
Rami & Marilee Hanna  
Dr. Andrew & Jill Jameson  
Patty Hazekamp  
Mick & Jean Mason  
Thomas Healy  
Butch & Ruth Meekhof  
Norm & Rosemary Byrne  
Rich & Mary Panek  
Mike & April Peterson  
Jim & Petey Stephanak  
Brian & Michelle Upham  
Dale & Sandy Vankley  
Jim Verburg  
John & Susan Bergin  
Keith & Shirley Cook 
Tom & Amy Dahl  
James & Karen Doletzky  
Dave & Eileen Evans  
Jeff Dorner  
Bill & Kathy Jobse  
Lon & Kathy Holton  
Ron & Deb Roden  
Erik & Kelli Schlaud  
Al & Angela Adams  
Terry & Dawn Baker  
Pete & Sherri Garchow  
Bob Heidenreich  
Walter O’Neil  
Jim & Lynn Stouten  
Tom & Cathy Mall  
Dennis & Traci Wessley  
Robert & Ruth Winright  
Howard & Karen Dilsworth  
Dale & Alice Gant  
Julie Gauss  
Greg & Carrie Helmers  
Bruce & Mary Jackson  
Jeff & Katie Lambert  
Ken Leys  
Tom & Claudia Mabie  
Gary & Dottie Marsiglia  
Eric & Lori Maxey   
Myrtle Mclain  
Linda Nelson  
David & Louse Kidd  
Matt & Lori Ruffino  
Brett & Lindsey Schneider  
Greg & Carly Sheppard  
David & Vicki Trudgeon  
Gary Vanderstelt  
Jeff & Heidi Anonick  
Kurt & Amy Ashbaugh  
George & Kate Augustyn  
Jeanie Powers  
Steve & Sue Conway 
Roger Huard  
Kim Leys  
Tom & Cheryl Latsko   
Harry & Ethel McFall  
Dick Nielsen & Sally Geiling  
Bob & Mary Alice Stephan  
Debby Shandstrom  
Vince & Kathy Majewski  

Bill & Nancy Chowning  
Darin & Jackie Lillie  
Tom & Carol Monahan  
Bob & Kim Orr  
Tom & Kathy Steffler  
Phyliss Zemaitas  
Jack & Betty Webster
Bernie & Jo Beier  
Todd Mall  
George & Elaina Aquino  
Chad & Kristen Conlin  
Kerry Price  
Ed & Patti Bartos  
Ken Bell  
Al & Shirley Hess
Bruce & Lyn Dominiack  
JP & Mary Jo VanOstenburg  
Rick & Marcia Hartman  
Kelly Bearden Byrne   
Steve & Gina McCambridge  
Eric & Angela McCarty  
Craig & Barbara Paul  
Steve & Pamela Ries  
Ray & Karen Roden   
Jim & Martha Slubowski  
Bob & Barb Stark   
Jim & Cindy Williams  
Tom & Denise Zoccoli  
Dave & Christina Kleinpaste  
Doug & Angie Lockhart  
Ken & Sharon Piers   
Mark & Tami Redfield  
Rod Sager & Diane Brady  
Mike & Judy Sanders  
Mark & Monica Andrews  
Jamie Bedford   
Dave & Kerri Boer   
Rick & Barb Dreiband  
Dyanna Meekhof   
Jay & Kathy Farquharson  
Katherine Farr   
Mike & Tami Jenner   
Wanda Lehman   
Cal & Pat Moore   
Paul & Beth Kelly   
Jim Rademacher   
Mike Ramm   
Larry Rieck   
Mark Sherwood   
Jim & Nancy Spears  
Ray & Janet Strohschein  
Carmen Syrjala   
Mike Zuk    
Mike & Marilyn Best   
Steve Hess   
Bill & Sharon Leeder   
Hap & Barb Ottenwess  
Tom & Kayla Phelps   
Jim Pratt    
Lisa Sostecki   
Curt Dyk    
Dan & Tracy Byrne   
Gary Freyling   
Mike & Deanne Friar  
Bob & Chris Gamble  
Phil & Cathy Honore  
Greg Lambert   
Joe & Mavis Moritti   
Denise & Therese Zoeterman  
Todd & Cynthia Geglio  
Jack & Theresia Arnold  

Dan & Karen DeRyke  
Bob Julian   
Lenore Doran   
Don Leigh   
Edward & Sharon VanOveren  
Rich & Terri Sageman  
Fred & Mary Deering  
Floyd & Kathy Chase  
John & Kate McGarry  
Bill & Trish Cutler   
Julie Weller   
Chris & Carrie Pappas  
Mike & Teka Doyle   
Teri Wallace   
Coby & Nancy Martin  
Scott & Kim Lombard  
Joe & Mavis Moritti   
Stephen & Molly Otte  
Mary VanHam   
Craig & Kristi Swayze  
Ben & Annette Willard  
Joe & Mary Beth Susnak  
Vic & Deb Obidenski  
Dan & Mary Huver   
Dan & Lynne Knee   
Paul & Kelli Kovack   
Colleen Conley   
Al & Joan Carrelle   
Lori Mallion   
  
A special thank you to 
those who have provided 
us with referrals.  

Your kind words and 
recommendations are 
greatly appreciated!!  
    
Ben & Annette Willard
Jim & Nancy Spears  
Elmouchi  
Lynn Kingsberry  
Melissa Nugent  
Michael Pare  
Julie Rossio  
Stacey George  
Julie Gauss  
Jared Gauss  
Emily Noordeloos  
Ryan Milewski  
Perry and Carol Lopucki  
Julie Kersjes   
Bill Jobse    
Shanna Gauss
Alan Nugent   
George Germain   
Dave Rusche   
Mike Wierstra   
Andrew Jameson   
Mike Herwire   
Eric Ykema   
Jeff Anonick   
Todd Schuiling    
Robert & Carol Speirs  
Butch Meekhof   
Sara Marlink   
Bob McCambridge   
Bob Brill    
Jessica Fitnitch

RESIDENTIAL:


