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CSPS school news

Hometown Hero
Santa and tree lighting draws crowd

The tree lighting in downtown Cedar Springs is an annual event. Post photo by J. Reed.

What do 
h u n d r e d s 
of cookies, 
candy canes 
and cups of 
hot choco-
late all have 
in common? 
All were 
served at last 
weekend’s 
Mingle with 
Kris Kringle 
event and all 
c o n s u m e d 
by festive 
attendees—
right down 
to the last 
crumb.

“The event 
turned out really well,” not-
ed Shawn Kiphart, president 
of the Cedar Springs Area 
Chamber of Commerce. 
“We estimate we had 600 to 
700 people, which was dou-
ble what we anticipated.”

The event, hosted by the 
Cedar Springs Area Cham-
ber of Commerce in collab-
oration with the Communi-
ty Action Network, started 
early in the day with sales 
at shops up and down Main 
Street, and culminated late 
in the day with the arrival 
of Santa and the lighting of 
the community Christmas 
tree, at the corner of Ash 

and Main Streets.
Also appearing at the 

event was a live nativity 
scene from Calvary Assem-
bly of God, and the Cedar 
View Elementary Choir. 
Mayor Bob Truesdale em-
ceed the event. “I’d like to 
thank him for doing that,” 
said Kiphart. “He did a 
great job.”

A tent was set up this year 
for Santa, and it was a big 
hit. “The line was long but 
it moved pretty quickly,” 
noted Kiphart.

He said he can already 
think of some improve-

Santa was a big hit with kids at last Saturday’s 
event. Post photo by J. Reed.

Barn behind Harvard 
tavern goes up in flames
By Judy reed

The steel barn behind the 
Harvard Tavern, 12607 Har-
vard Avenue, in Oakfield 
Township, was reduced to a 
heap of rubble Friday morn-
ing, Nov. 30, after a fire 
broke out between 10:30 
and 11:45 a.m.

According to Oakfield Fire 
Chief Don Riker, a construc-
tion crew was demolishing 
the north end of the building 
with a set of torches when 
the insulation caught on fire. 
“It was windy and the wind 
just fanned the flames, caus-

ing it to spread,” explained 
Riker.

There were no injuries.
Oakfield Fire Department, 

Courtland Fire Department, 
and Spencer Fire Depart-
ment all responded to the 
fire.

Firefighters fought a barn fire behind Harvard Tavern Friday morning. Photo by J. Reed.

Take the tour of lights

When you are out looking at Christmas lights this holiday season, be sure to swing through 
Sand Lake and see this beautiful display at the corner of Beech and Maple Streets. Kids will 
love it!

Have you decorated the outside of your home for the holidays? Or, do know of a home 
that has a great display? The annual Post Tour of Lights map is in production, and we’d like 
to add your addresses to the list! Email us the information so that we can all have the joy of 
driving by and seeing the beautiful displays. Or, if you drive by someone’s home and would 
like to add them to our map, you can do that too! Email us at news@cedarspringspost.com, 
and put “Tour of Lights” in the subject line.

Missing dementia patient 
killed in crash

The case of a missing 
Detroit man with dementia 
ended in tragedy Tuesday, 
when he was killed in a one-
car crash near Howard City.

According to Howard 

City Police Chief Steve De-
Witt, a resident called 911 
about 2:28 a.m. December 
4, to report the sound of a 
car horn sounding nonstop 
in the area of M46 and Amy 

School Road, in Reynolds 
Township. When police re-
sponded to the scene, they 
found a one-vehicle crash. 

Police said the driver, 
James Odell Clemons, 74, 
of Detroit, was traveling 
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PV2 Tyler Hinton, 
20, of Cedar Springs, 
graduated from U.S. 
Army One Station 
Unit Training at Ft. 
Leonard Wood, MO, 
on August 30, 2012, 
with his Military Oc-
cupational Specialty 
as a Military Police 
Soldier. One Sta-
tion Unit Training 
consists of the usual 
nine weeks of Basic 
Combat Training immediately followed by Advance 
Individual Training (AIT), all within the same lo-
cation, with the same Drill Sergeants/instructors, as 
well as with the same fellow recruits.

PV2 Hinton successfully completed nine weeks 
of intensive basic training immediately followed by 
10 weeks of AIT, as part of Alpha Company, 795th 
Military Police Battalion, 1st Platoon. While in basic 
training, PV2 Hinton qualified for his M-4 marks-
manship and certified as a sharpshooter for his M-9. 
PV2 Hinton was also only one of two Military Po-
lice Soldiers to be selected from his Company to at-
tend the Military Working Dog course. He gradu-
ated at Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio, TX, 
on November 21, 2012, as a Military Working Dog 
handler.

PV2 Hinton is the son of Timothy and Kelli Hin-
ton and has two younger sisters, Brianna and Au-
tumn.  He is a 2011 graduate of Cedar Springs High 
School, where he participated in baseball, basketball 
and soccer, was in the National Honor Society, and 
served on the Student Council as an Executive Board 
Member and Class Officer.

Thank you Tyler and to all the American soldiers 
who have sacrificed their lives, and to all the current 
soldiers who stand guard to protect our rights and 
freedom.

Mom, Dad, Bri and Autumn love you!
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Orthopaedic excellence  
in Greenville.

Pictured from left:  
Susan Day, MD
Bryan Kamps, MD
Brian Buchanan, DPM, FACFAS

Is joint, foot or ankle pain keeping you from the activities you love? Discover our greater 

possibilities at United Hospital. Our Spectrum Health Medical Group surgeons and staff  

offer a uniquely coordinated approach to care that includes surgical and non-surgical 

treatment options. To find out how you can begin living pain-free, call 616.267.8860  

or visit shmg.org/orthopaedics. 

Hometown Hero FFA concludes an active autumn
submitted by cedar springs FFa

State Police find lost Greenville hunter
On Tuesday, December 

4, Michigan State Police in 
Lakeview took a call from a 
Greenville family reporting 
that a 48-year-old hunter 
had called and reported that 
he was lost in a swamp and 
needed help.

They did not know where 

he was, but a former hunt-
ing partner provided a pos-
sible location in the Pigeon 
River Area in Cheboygan 
County. Troopers worked 
with AT&T and were able 
to get a location where the 
missing person’s cell phone 
was last used. 

Troopers from Lakev-
iew and the Gaylord Post 
then began to search for the 
hunter.

Troopers, along with 9 
handlers, located the miss-
ing man’s vehicle in Nun-
da Township, Cheboygan 
County. The hunter was 

then located about one mile 
off the road. He was cold 
and dehydrated but other-
wise ok.

The hunter was checked 
by EMS after being brought 
out of the woods by troop-
ers.

The hay bale toss was part of FFA Olympics.

The Cedar Springs FFA 
Chapter has been involved 
in many activities this fall 
season. These events in-
clude: the annual Ag Olym-
pics, and Farm Harvest Day, 
visiting Klackles Orchard, 
volunteering at the North 
Kent Community Services, 
annual fruit sale, and land 
lab harvest. 

The Ag Olympics were 
held on September 20. At 
this event, 17 members 
participated in several ag-
ricultural related games. 
These games included: a 
corn husking contest, egg 
toss, goat milk chugging, 
hay bale toss, nail pounding, 
onion chucking, a sack race, 
and a watermelon eating 
contest. They were awarded 
gift cards for first place, king 
size candy bars for second 
place, and fun size candy 
bars for third place. Those 
who didn’t win a prize were 
still happy to participate. 
The members enjoyed be-

ing competitive among one 
another and were happy 
to accept the challenges of 
each and every activity. In 
addition to this event, eight 
members drove their tractors 
to school to commemorate 
the fall “Drive your Tractor 
to School Day.” 

On Red Flannel Day the 
FFA received 3rd place in di-

vision three for their parade 
float. Many members spent 
several hours preparing the 
float and were very happy to 
see that their hard work was 
rewarded.

Farm Harvest Day took 
place on the 19th of October. 
During this event, the en-
tire group of Cedar Springs 
second grade classes were 

divided into small groups 
and guided through the 
corn maze by FFA volun-
teers. The on-campus corn 
maze was provided by the 
FFA. After going through 
the corn maze, the children 
had a chance to experience 
farm animals first hand in 
the farm animal petting zoo. 

FFa - continues on page 15



A Comstock Park man is being 
charged with filing a false po-
lice report after he reported last 
month that someone posing as a 
police officer pulled him over.

John Russell Sturdavant, 18, 
originally told police that at about 
7:50 p.m. November 1, a man 
driving a silver Pontiac Bonn-
eville with flashing blue lights 
on the dash pulled him over near 
Peach Ridge and 15 Mile Road. 

He told police the driver got out and approached his car. He 
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 HIALEAH, FL — An ingredi-
ent  often used to treat inflam-
mation in race horse legs, is now
back on the market in its origi-
nal doctor recommended form.
   According to a national drug
survey, the formula at one time
became so popular that it rose to
the top of pharmacy sales for
topical pain relievers. But the
company marketing the product
at the time changed the formula
and sales plummeted.  An inven-
tor of the original formula has
brought it back to market under
the trade name ARTH ARREST
and says it can relieve pain for
millions.
    ARTH ARREST works by a
dual mechanism whereby one in-
gredient relieves pain immedi-
ately, while a second ingredient
seeks out and destroys the pain
messenger signal before it can be
sent to the brain.  Considered a
medical miracle by some, the
ARTH ARREST formula is use-
ful  in the treatment of painful
disorders ranging from minor
aches and pains to more serious
conditions such as arthritis, bur-
sitis,, tendonitis, and more.
   ARTH ARREST is available in
a roll-on applicator at pharma-
cies without a prescription or call
1-800-339-3301. Now at:

Horse Liniment
Erases Pain

Food pantry director to retire
By Beth altena

Police impersonator story fake

DNR verifies three Upper Peninsula cougar 
photos

The Michigan DNR recently verified this November 2012 trail camera photo of a cou-
gar in northern Marquette County. The DNR has now verified the presence of cougars 
in the Upper Peninsula 20 times since 2008.

Sandy Waite, Director of North Kent Community Servic-
es, will retire from the center as of December 31. Photo 
by Beth Altena.

The area’s largest food 
pantry will undergo a 
change in leadership at the 
beginning of the new year.

Sandy Waite, Executive 
Director of North Kent 
Community Services, will 
retire from the center De-
cember 31 to spend more 
time with her family. “In the 
years ahead, I look forward 
to spending more time with 
family and grandchildren, 
my church and friends,” she 
said. 

Waite’s employment his-
tory with the center has 
spanned eight years in which 
she has accomplished many 
milestones for North Kent 
Community Services. Since 
2002, the center has provid-
ed over six million pounds 
of food to area families—
the total number of pounds 
in 2011 was nearly doubled 
from 2002. In 2011, North 
Kent Community Services 
had 20,468 visits through 
their doors along with sup-
porting six other pantries in 

their community. 
Her most recent event 

was the Neighbors Help-
ing Neighbors First An-
nual Gala, which raised 
over $40,000 for the center. 
Waite has led North Kent 
Community Services for 
eight years and has greatly 
benefited her community, 
staff, and volunteers. 

Over the 40 years the cen-
ter has been providing ser-
vices for families in need, 
there have been only three 
paid directors. Marilyn 
Lind was the first, followed 
by Tom Pearce, who went 
on to be the Rockford area 
State Representative, and 
then Waite.

Waite said the NKCS is 
a very busy organization, 
the only pantry in the area 
open 40 hours a week. The 
last decade has been a criti-
cal time for many families 
facing financial difficulties. 
Waite said she has seen an 
astounding climb from about 
1,200 families seeking help 
to over 10,000. Need is still 

at a historic high, but has 
leveled off from the highest 
at year end 2009 and begin-
ning of 2010.

Changes during Waite’s 
tenure include going from 
a pantry where volun-
teers pack boxes of food 
for families to becoming a 

pantry of choice, where cli-
ents choose their own food 
items. “That is a huge im-
provement. How can I be 
in a position to know what 
is in your pantry?” Waite 
explained. “You may have 
a child at home who is al-

described him as a skinny white male in his early 20s, about 
6-feet tall, wearing jeans and a hooded sweatshirt. He also 
said the man had something in his hand, like a flashlight. 
The victim then supposedly drove away.

Detectives learned through the investigation that Sturda-
vant was involved in a road rage incident that evening. He 
admitted that the driver of the Bonneville was not attempt-
ing to represent himself as a police officer. He told police he 
filed the report in hopes of having the other driver charged 
because he was angry about the road rage incident. 

If anyone has any info on the other driver in the incident, 
they are asked to call (616) 832-6125.

John Sturdavant

 
Three recent trail 

camera photos of 
cougars in the Upper 
Peninsula have been 
verified by the Michi-
gan Department of 
Natural Resources.

Two of the pho-
tos, both of a cougar 
with a radio collar, 
were taken in Octo-
ber in Menominee 
County—one near 
Cedar River and one 
near Menominee just 
north of the Wiscon-
sin border.

The third photo 
was taken in northern 
Marquette County 

in November. 
The cougar in 
the Marquette 
County photo 
is not wearing a 
radio collar.

The DNR 
does not place 
radio collars on 
cougars; North 
Dakota and 
South Dakota 
are the nearest 
states where 
wildlife re-
searchers have 
placed radio 
collars on cou-
gars to track 
their move-
ment. The DNR 
has not yet been 
able to deter-
mine the origin 

of the radio-collared cougar 
that is in Michigan.

In the fall of 2011, a radio-
collared cougar was pho-
tographed in Ontonagon, 
Houghton and Keweenaw 
counties. Although the cou-
gar recently photographed in 
Menominee County is wear-
ing the same type of radio 
collar, DNR wildlife biolo-
gists are currently unable to 
determine whether this is the 
same animal or another tran-
sient that has dispersed from 
western states.

All three photos were taken 
by trail cameras located on 
private property and the land-
owners have asked to remain 
anonymous. DNR Wildlife 
Division staff were able to 

visit each location to confirm 
the authenticity of the pho-
tos.

 DNR Wildlife Division 
staff have now verified the 
presence of cougars in the 

cougar - continues on page 13

Project Kidsight vision screening
The Sand Lake Lions Club 

will conduct a free “Project 
Kidsight” photoscreening for 
kids ages toddler through kin-
dergarten on Saturday, De-
cember 8, at the Sand Lake/
Nelson Township Library 
during the Santa Clause visit, 
from 10 a.m. to noon. No ap-
pointment is necessary.

This is a program of the 
Michigan Lions, in coopera-

tion with Children’s Hospital 
of Michigan. The goal is to 
detect poor vision or risk fac-
tors in young children that 
interfere with normal visual 
development. Early diagnosis 
and treatment yields better 
visual outcomes. The preva-
lence of amblyopia (lazy eye) 
is estimated to be 2 to 5 per-
cent in children. However, 
less than 20 percent of chil-

dren below kindergarten are 
screened for this condition.

This simple screening pro-
cedure can have a big impact 
on a child’s learning ability. 
The screening of young chil-
dren is done by trained Mich-
igan Lion volunteers using 
the latest camera technology 
and gives immediate results. 
Each screening takes about 
10 minutes. Recent statistics 

show that over 5 percent of 
the children tested are re-
ferred for further testing.

The Sand Lake Lions will 
be screening children one 
year of age through kinder-
garten. If you suspect a prob-
lem in a younger child, they 
will try to do a screening. An 
adult family representative 
must be present during all 
screenings.

There is no cost, but dona-
tions will be accepted to help 
cover the cost of this and oth-
er service projects of the Sand 
Lake Lion’s Club ‘s ongoing 
outreach to the community. 
Donations of eyeglasses will 
also be accepted. They may 
also be put in the donation 
box at the Sand Lake branch 
of Independent Bank at any 
time.



Keeping theFaith

Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

From the Pulpit

Sunday

Wednesday
Bible Study ~ 3:00pm & 

6:00pm

Worship Service ~ 10:30am
Prayer Group ~ 3:30pm
Evening Worship ~ 6:00pm

Pastor - Jim Alblas
3110 17 Mile Rd. 

(1 mile west of the freeway)

www.pioneercrc.org
(616) 696-9120

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church
Monday
GEMS Club ~ 7pm

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller

Worship Service 9:30 am • Children’s Church 9:30 am
Family Night - Thursdays 5:30-7pm

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:30AM • 6:00PM

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

The Cedar Springs Post 

Never pass up a chance to 
keep your mouth shut. 

Even a fool, when he holdeth his peace, is counted wise: 
and he that shutteth his lips is esteemed a man of understanding. 

Proverbs 17:28

B irthdayB irthdayB irthday

Directory
Church Church Connection

spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

From thePulpit

God’s Little Insturction Book - Honor Books

• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement 

• Anniversary • In Memory  • Thank you
• Congratulations

**

PUBLISH YOUR

in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit 
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.

B irthdayB irthdayB irthday

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM
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Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45
WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.

MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.
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gSunday, AM Sunday School for All Ages 9:45AM
Sunday Worship Services 11:00AM & 6:00PM
Wednesday Ladies Bible Study 10:30AM
Wednesday Prayer and Praise 6:30PM
BLAST - Wednesdays during school year 6:15-7:45PM
Student Mentoring - Tuesdays & Thursdays 4:00-6:00PM

Pastor Thomas Sluys • 101 Grand St. • Pierson, MI 49339 • 616-636-5542

BLAST

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 PM

12786 Algoma Ave • Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com 696-3560

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 5pm
Sunday Youth Group 6:30pm 
Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

F I R S
b a p t i s t  c h u rc h

of cedar springs

233 S. Main Street
696-1630

10 am Sunday worship (616)784-1111
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont
(corner of Pine Island, 1/4 mile west of Exit 95 of US 131)

www.holyspiritbelmont.org
New Ideas, Traditional Worship

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church

























Pastor Mary Ivanov

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
9:00 a.m. WORSHIP
10:15 a.m. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

for all ages (infant-adult)
11:30 a.m. WORSHIP

SUPERVISED NURSERY CARE PROVIDED ALL MORNING

Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. 
The Church of God Fellowship Group of Michigan

For information on 
Sabbath Services contact 

Bruce Chapman at 616-636-9209

is affiliated with...







COURTLAND-OAKFIELD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 
Pastor: Robert Eckert

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10 AM

Bible Study: 11:15 AM Monday

Enhance Fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/F

866-4298 
www.coumc.com

CHURCH OF THE FULL GOSPEL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

Pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)

Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 7pm

Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628 - Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331

Sundays @
9:15 & 11 AM

135 N. Grant St. 
Cedar Springs
616.696.2970

LOOK WHO JUST 
TURNED 80!

DON VANDYKE
The next time you see Don VanDyke, be 
sure to wish him a happy birthday! He just 
turned 80 this week on December 5. Thanks 
for the great example you are and for all you 
have done for us. We hope we can celebrate 
many more with you!

With much love,
Your Family

Pastor Dick 
Nichols

CEDAR CREEK 
COMMUNITY 

CHURCH
2969 14 Mile Road, 

Sparta

THE GREATNESS OF GOD’S LOVE
Real love will change people. Remember that song? What the world needs 

now, is love, sweet love. What the world needs now, is God’s sweet love, the 
love of our heavenly Father for his children. That is genuine love.   

We read in Revelation 21:7: “Those who are victorious will inherit all this, 
and I will be their God and they will be my children”  (NIV).

We can think of a second child born into a family and how sometimes it 
seems to the older sibling that the mother will love the new baby and have 
less love for him but that is not true. There may be lots of children in a fam-
ily who worry that their mother’s love will be divided up like pieces of a 
pie—the more children, the smaller the portions.

But we know that the love of most mothers is not like that. Love is not 
something that is given out until there is no more. The more love that is 
needed, the more love there is. That is how it is with God’s love. If an earthly 
mother’s love can increase without end, imagine how inexhaustible and eter-
nal God’s love is; freely given to everyone who stands in need of mercy and 
seeks repentance.  By the way, that includes each and every one of us.

Scriptures tells us in 1 John 3:1: “See what great love the Father has lav-
ished on us, that we should be called children of God! And that is what we 
are! The reason the world does not know us is that it did not know him” 
(NIV).

Has the love of God been lavished on you? If you don’t think so, perhaps 
you need to sit down and take inventory of every good and perfect gift God 
has given you. The greatest gift or blessing is that of Jesus. Without him there 
would be nothing, no promise of eternal life.

We are fast approaching the end of the year 2012.  I sincerely doubt that I 
am the only one who has made wrong decisions over the course of this year, 
generally because I have failed to read God’s word and go by it, or else stub-
bornly choosing to live my own way in life. The truth is, we are all guilty; we 
don’t always live by the book.

I want to live for God and please him, as I pray you do too. It is his great 
love that enables me to follow him and have confidence in his promise to be 
my heavenly Father. Despite my failings, I know that one day when he ap-
pears, we shall be like him, with no aches, no pains, no diseases or aging to 
complain about.

Meanwhile, we should truly follow in His steps in regard to holiness and 
purity. How can we do this? Have the right model and keep working at it. 
Practice makes perfect. Practice will definitely make us more holy with 
God’s help. Look to Christ. Ask for His help and the help of His Spirit and 
keep walking the walk as best you can! God will do a good work in you! 
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DAWN R. KELLY
Dawn R. Kelly 47 of Sand Lake, passed 
away on Tuesday, December 4, 2012 after 
a long and courageous battle with cancer. 
Dawn was born January 30, 1965 in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan the daughter of Ronald 
and Shirley (Harris) Fisher. She was an RN 
at Spectrum Health United Memorial for 10 
years. Dawn was a loving spouse, mother 
and “gamma.” She enjoyed and lived to care 
for and teach her children and grandchildren. 
Her family and friends were a very important 
part of her life. Surviving are her husband, 
soul mate and best friend, Randy, whom 
she married on May 7, 1983; children, 
Ryan (Nickie Carriere), Brandon (Vanessa 
Hawley), Aaron (Blair Russell), and Adam 
(Chelsey Twichell); grandchildren, Chase, 
Kyler, Caden, Brinleigh, and Cameron; 
father and stepmother, Ronald & Kathy 
Fisher; mother, Shirley Fisher; siblings, 
Phylis & James VanderHoning, Deb & Jeff 
Davis, Biff & Karen Harris; mother-in-law, 
Bonnie Kelly; many brothers and sisters-in-
law, nieces, nephews and close friends. As 
per her wishes, cremation has taken place. 
The family will greet friends Friday from 
5-8 pm at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral 
Home, Cedar Springs where a celebration 
of her life will take place Saturday at 2:00 
pm. The family will greet friends Saturday 
at 1:00 pm. Pastor Chuck Smith officiating. 
Memorial contributions may be made at any 
Chase Bank to help with expenses.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Fumneral Home, Cedar Springs. 

ESTHER MERZ FLORY 
SODERSTROM

Esther Merz Flory Soderstrom, age 90, 
passed away peacefully surrounded by her 
family on December 4, 2012. She was born 
on March 12, 1922 in Conklin, Michigan to 
Martin and Amanda Merz. Esther graduated 
Salutatorian of her class at Sparta High 
School and later attended St. Mary’s School 
of Nursing in Grand Rapids where she 
became a Licensed Practical Nurse. Always 
generous and giving, Esther worked as 
an LPN at Sunshine Hospital (now Kent 
Community), Grand Rapids Osteopathic 
(now Metro Hospital), St. Mary’s Hospital, 
Clark Retirement Home, and Grant Hospital. 
She later continued her service to others as a 
Private Duty Nurse and through Elder Care 
visits. Esther was devoted to her faith, being a 
lifelong member of Trinity Lutheran Church 
in Conklin. A woman of many interests 
and talents, Esther enjoyed crossword and 
jigsaw puzzles, plastic canvas and cross 
stitch, reading murder mysteries, and her 
beloved Detroit Tigers. She was preceded in 
death by husbands, Arthur Flory II, Walter 
Soderstrom, daughter, Tonia Clements, 
brother, Martin Merz, and sister, Flora 
Damaske. She is survived by her children, 
Arthur (Karen) Flory III of Belmont, Mark 
(Cheryl) Flory of Petersburg, Bill (Cris) 
Flory of Sand Lake, Cheri (Walter Prothero) 
Flory of Eden, Utah; step-children, Marilyn 
Nott of Grand Rapids, Bruce Soderstrom 
of Kalamazoo; grandchildren, Rachel 
(Tim) Todish, Nathan Flory, Matthew 
(Amy) Flory, Lisa Flory, Samantha Flory, 
William Flory II, Caitlin Soderstrom, Ben 
Soderstrom; and four great-grandchildren. 
She is also survived by her sisters and 
brothers, Gertrude Wright of St. Paul, MN, 
Vera (Clarence) Reither of Jacksonville, IL, 
Walter (Lu Ann) Merz of St. Paul, MN, Rev. 
Earl (Glennice) Merz of Spring Lake, and 
Eunice Florip of Grand Rapids, and many 
nieces and nephews. The family will receive 
friends at the Pederson Funeral Home, 
Rockford, Michigan on Friday from 2 to 4 
and 6 to 8 p.m. and Saturday from 10 until 
11 a.m. at the church. A Service of Christian 
Burial will be celebrated on Saturday at 
11:00 a.m. at Trinity Lutheran Church, 1351 
Harding St., Conklin, Michigan, with Pastor 
Mark Oswald. Interment in Trinity Lutheran 
Cemetery. In lieu of flowers, the family 
asks that contributions be made to Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Conklin or Heartland 
Hospice, Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home, 
Rockford www.pedersonfuneralhome.com

B irthdayB irthdayB irthday
HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY

STELLA WHITE
The family of Stella White invites you to 
come celebrate her 90th birthday. Festivities 
commence December 15th from 2 to 5 pm 
at Victory Baptist Church, 16415 Meddler 
Ave. No gifts please.

By Ronnie McBrayer

WHERE LOVE BEGINS
According to the Pew Research Center, a full one-fifth of 

Americans are now unattached to religion, and the Protestant 
majority is no longer that; Protestant Christians now make up 
less than half the population. Yet, we don’t need an exhaustive 
study to confirm a dwindling church. A growing population is in-
deed unengaged with organized religion. They aren’t necessarily 

atheistic or antagonistic toward faith. They are simply uninvolved.
Why? Some of it is demographic, related to the age of our transitioning generations. 

Some of it is the natural evolvement of Western society, and the result of an increasingly 
diverse nation. But frankly, and this cannot be ignored, the church has earned this decline 
all by its institutional self. Combine this study with the respected statistics of the Barna Re-
search Group (which is an evangelical think tank), and the situation becomes clearer still. 
According to Barna, those unaffiliated with religion use several primary words to describe 
Christianity, words like: “Judgmental, hypocritical, and insensitive.” This has to change.

“Change,” you ask? “Are you saying we should change our beliefs just to salvage our 
fleeting market share?” No. Market share has nothing to do with it, but how we treat others 
has everything to do with it. How can we who follow the loving, open-hearted, redemptive 
Christ be anything but loving, open-hearted, and redemptive people?

The longer I do this kind of work, and the longer I see these kinds of recent statistics, the 
more strongly I feel that the last thing most communities need is just another religious in-
stitution: An institution that pounds the pulpit and its parishioners with unyielding dogma; 
that points fingers, condemns, and excludes others from the love of God. 

No, communities don’t need more hardened, inflexible places like these; but every com-
munity needs simple, uncomplicated, receptive places. Every community needs launch 
pads of empowerment and liberation. Every community needs a communion of friendship, 
freedom, and faith that will build bridges of grace to the world, not boundaries of separa-
tion and marginalization. Simply, every community needs a place of radical hospitality and 
attraction that welcomes all to know a loving God.

Yes, I know, some churches are far better at being judgmental religious institutions than 
being living bodies of service and compassion, but my hope endures. My hope endures 
because where hardened institutionalism ends, love can begin, and the love of God is the 
most attractive force in the universe. 

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, speaker, and author of multiple books. You 
can read more and receive regular e-columns in your inbox at www.ronniemcbrayer.me. 

Like us on facebook
www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

CLASSIC KELLY’S

HHometownometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand 
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This 
is not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions 
may apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please 
include name and phone number for any questions we may have.

HHometownometown
Happenings

Voices / Views

nOtICe
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KENT THEATRE
Movies at the

NOW SHOWING

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

SHOWTIMES: 
FRI: 6PM • 9PM

SAT:  12PM • 8PM ONLY 
SUN:  3PM • 6PM
MON: 1PM • 6PM

DECEMBER 7, 8, 9, & 10

MEDIUM POP One Coupon Per Person, 
Per Purchase 

Expires 12/31/2012FREE with the purchase of a Large Popcorn

KENT THEATRE MOVIE COUPON

All Seats, All Shows ONLY $3.00
8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com 616-696-7469

DEC. 
13-17

COMING SOON

SAT., DECEMBER 8 @ 4PM
Christmas Concert

TICKETS $3.00

 

Michigan Chillers & 
American Chillers author 

Johnathan Rand 
will be doing a free book 
signing at Bay Leaf Books 

in Sand Lake!! 

BOOK SIGNING! 

Saturday, Dec. 8th 
11 am – 1 pm 

www.bayleafbooks.com 
616-636-8500 

Bay Leaf Books 
49 E Lake 
Sand Lake, MI 

Christmas cards for 
veterans

On December 14, at 2 p.m., “We the people giving back” 
will host a Christmas party at the Grand Rapids Home for 
Veterans. You can join us, too!

All veterans will receive a 
Christmas card. Want to help? 
Here is what to do:

Make or buy a Christmas 
card.

Put a personal message or a 
simple wish of “Merry Christ-
mas” on the card.

Address the card to: “Amer-
ican Hero.”

Either drop it off at our of-
fice or mail it to American 
Hero, 3000 Monroe, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49505.

This is an opportunity for 
you to show our Veterans they 
are appreciated. Thank you 
for your support!

Special Study in December at Cedar 
Springs UMC
Dec. 2: Christmas is not your birthday! This is a provocative 
statement in light of our consumer-driven culture, and a deep 
truth that we need to reclaim. We’ll begin a series called “A 
Different Kind of Christmas” that will challenge us as we 
prepare our hearts for the coming of Jesus, Emmanuel. Join 
us for worship at 9:00 a.m. or 11:30 a.m. along with a special 
Christian Education class at 10:15 a.m. May we each have a 
renewed appreciation of the Gift we have been given, Jesus 
Christ! #48,49b

Metron of Cedar Springs Coat Drive
Dec. 6: Metron of Cedar Springs, 400 Jeffrey, will be holding 
a coat drive now through Dec. 20th. All coats will be given 
to the North Kent Service Center. If you have any questions 
concerning the coat drive, please contact Billie Vanderlaan, 
Community Relations Coordinator at 616-204-2615. #49

Christmas Flea Market
Dec. 8: Come join us at Renner-Lobker VFW Post 3306, 
1001 S. Ensley, Howard City, on Saturday December 8 for 
our Christmas Flea Market. Garage Sale, Yard Sale and 
Craft items. For more information call Dee Becker at 231-
937-5504. #48,49p

Christmas with Santa
Dec. 8: Santa will be at the Sand Lake/Nelson Township 
Library from 10 a.m. to Noon a.m. on Saturday, December 
8. Visit with Santa and enjoy crafts and treats. Gifts aplenty 
for the first 200 children! Prize drawings will be held. For 
all ages.

Local Author, Shirley Neff at Cedar 
Springs Library
Dec. 8: Local Children’s Author, Shirley Neff, will be selling 
and signing her new book, “The Reluctant Swan,” based 
on a true story out at White Creek Estates. She will be at 
the Cedar Springs Public Library on Saturday, Dec. 8 from 
10 am to 1:30 pm, during the library’s Gingerbread House 
decorating party. Books are half price at $10.00. #49

3rd - 6th Grade Boys Rocket Basketball
Dec. 8: Does your son want to become a basketball star? 
Get them started with this program that begins on Saturday, 
Dec. 8 at Cedar View Elementary. Times and prices range 
depending on grade. Please find registration forms online 
at www.csaparksandrec.com or stop by CS Public Schools 
District Office and register in person. For more information 

you can call the Cedar Springs Area Parks and Recreation 
Office Monday – Wednesday, 8:30 am – 3 pm at 616-696-
7320. #38,49p

A Christmas Night of Worship
Dec. 9: Solon Center Wesleyan Church  is presenting a 
Christmas Night of Worship. Coffee, Candles, Carols 
and Praise.  This Sunday evening, December 9th at 6 pm. 
Desserts and coffee will be served during the concert. The 
church is located on Algoma Avenue, just north of 19 Mile 
Rd. Come join us for a great night of celebrating Christmas. 
All welcome! #49p

Drop-In Craft Time
Dec. 12: Drop in at the library from some creative fun with 
this self-directed, holiday themed activity. Wednesday, 
December 12 and 26 at 6:30 pm. Sand Lake/ Nelson 
Township KDL, 88 Eighth St. #49

Potluck Appreciation Dinner for ALL
Dec. 14: FREE! Christmas Party – Appreciation Party for 
those who love the nature center. Friday, December 14th from 
6:30 pm to 8:30 pm. Good Times – Bring the whole family. 
Everyone welcomed. Bring a dish to pass. We will have a 
white elephant gift exchange (call for details). Trivia Game 
(HCNC History). Gift for all. Please register you food item 
so we do not have too many duplicates. Howard Christensen 
Nature Center, 16190 Red Pine Drive, Kent City. 616-675-
3158.  #49

Indoor Live Nativity
Dec. 15: There will be an indoor live Nativity at Sand Lake 
United Methodist Church at 65 W. Maple St. on Saturday 
December 15 from 5:50 to 8 pm. #49,50p

Children’s Make and Take!
Dec. 15: What could be better than a gift from your child’s 
hearts? Let you child make a gift for you! Your child will 
make a unique gift(s), possibly an assortment of Pom-Pom 
Christmas Trees – Glue Snowman’s Christmas Ornaments 
and more. Our team of volunteers will help your child 
wrap your secret gift. Saturday, Dec. 15 from 9 am to 11 
am. Donation of $12 a child. Howard Christensen Nature 
Center, 16190 Red Pine Drive, Kent City. Pre-registration 
is NOT required, however registering is greatly appreciated. 
616-675-3158. #49

Good Old Days
Grandpa was always going on about the good old days, and 

the lower cost of living, in particular. 
“When I was a kid,” he told me, “my mom could send me 

to the store, and I’d get a salami, two pints of milk, 6 oranges, 
2 loaves of bread, a magazine, and some new blue jeans... all 
for a dollar!”

My eyes grew wide in amazement. “Wow!” I said.
Then Grandpa shook his head sadly. “You can’t do that any-

more... they got those new-fangled video cameras everywhere 
you look.”

THEME: HOLIDAY SONGS
ACROSS
1. Muslim woman’s headscarf
6. Found on a keyboard
9. *What mommy gave Santa
13. Idealized image
14. Beatle bride
15. “Saturday Night Fever” music
16. Yo-Yo Ma with a cello, e.g.
17. Like sashimi
18. Team event in track
19. *”Away in a ______”
21. Number of football players on field 
per team
23. Zeus, e.g.
24. Dog pest
25. Boozer
28. Red Cross supplies
30. Like Tinkerbell
35. Absent soldier
37. Like Civil War reenactment battle
39. *”_____ Baby”
40. Down in the dumps
41. Up and about
43. Tranquil scene
44. Officially allowed
46. Hokkaido people
47. Calm by deception
48. Like Thai cuisine, e.g.
50. Eye amorously
52. Bro’s sibling
53. Used for drying
55. Inflated feeling
57. Cream cheese on a bagel, e.g.
60. *Pipe smoker
63. Fictional cemetery dweller
64. Be in the red
66. In an unfriendly manner
68. *Seen with Santa
69. *Given name of famous crooner
70. Ranee’s wrap
71. Blouses
72. Ottoman officer title
73. Heavy walk

DOWN
1. That guy
2. Mosque V.I.P.
3. Cup of Joe
4. Maturing
5. Double-drums
6. Millimeter of mercury
7. RNs’ org.
8. B in IBS
9. Chicken ___
10. ____ of Man
11. PET or CAT
12. ___ sauce
15. *”I’ll be home for Christmas, if only 
in my ______”
20. Swelling
22. *”Mele Kalikimaka” wreath
24. Dissenting clique
25. *”Santa Baby, slip a _____ under 
the tree, for me”
26. Young hooter
27. Often describes luck
29. Parks on a bus
31. Jack and Jill’s water jug
32. River in India
33. Credit card reader writing tool, pl.
34. *They are decked
36. With little fat
38. *Wenceslas’ title
42. Olden days disciplinary tool
45. Probable
49. Jason Bourne’s enemy
51. Altruist’s opposite
54. Parkinson’s drug
56. Grouchy Muppet
57. Used to frighten something away
58. Partner of circumstance
59. Goes with eggnog, pl.
60. Greek salad cheese
61. Novice
62. Original matter
63. Greenwich time
65. Tail move
67. Uh-huh



Dear Santa I want a new
phone. I pod. Password 
Journal. 

Love 
Mikaylla 
Marie 

Menefee

Post to collect 
toys for needy

Would you like to 
do something special 
for families in need 
this Christmas? You 
can partner with us 
to provide toys for 
needy children in 
Kent County. The 
Post is participat-
ing in the Toys 
for Tots program 
again this holiday 
season, as a drop 
off site for toys. 

Toys for Tots is 
a volunteer orga-
nization whose 
goal is to col-
lect new, unwrapped toys for kids 0-16, 
and distribute them to children who would not otherwise 
receive a gift during the holiday season. Toys for teens are 
always needed. 

The program runs now through the first two weeks of De-
cember. Just bring a new, unwrapped toy to our office at 36 
E. Maple Street in Cedar Springs, Monday through Friday, 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. If you can’t make that time, call us to 
make other arrangements.

Together we can make this Christmas special for many 
children!
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We want to give you the op-
portunity to clebrate your 
baby’s very first Christ-
mas in a special way. 
The Cedar Springs 
Post will be feature-
ing area newborns 
in “Baby’s First 
Christmas,”  a spe-
cial feature for babies 
celebrating their first 
christmas. 

Photos will be run at no 
charge, but space is lim-
ited so get your photos in 

early. Deadline is Monday, Decem-
ber 17 by 5:00 p.m. and pictures 

with name and date of birth 
will appear in the Decem-
ber 20th issue. We cannot 
guarantee return of pho-
tos. Show the community 
your precious gift!

Photos may be dropped 
off at the Cedar Springs 

Post - 36 E. Maple St., or 
mailed to Baby’s First Christ-

mas, P.O. Box 370, Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319, or emailed 
to:
news@cedarspringspost.com 

Letters to Santa
It’s that time of year again, when kids can’t wait to mail their letters to 

Santa! To help parents out, the Cedar Springs Post has set up a special 
North Pole drop box. Every year dozens of kids use our special box for 
express delivery to the North Pole, and we make sure Santa reads each 
and every one! So, if you’d like to send a letter to Santa, and maybe get 
it printed in the newspaper, just drop off your letter in the bright red box 
labeled “Santa Mail” outside our office at 36 E. Maple Street, or mail 
your letter to: Letters to Santa, c/o the Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319. 

H ometownH olidays

Christmas Concert
K E N T  T H E A T R E

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 8 @ 4PM
TICKETS $3 per person

$10 per family (parents & children 17 & under)

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
w w w. k e n t t h e a t r e . c o m

616-696-SHOW(7469)

Performances by: The Rockford Community Choir, 
The Drake Family Singers, The Cedar Springs 
Area Parks & Recreation Broadway Bootcamp 

and Youth Dance Classes, Megan Esakson & Kia 
Pawloski Krug, Julie & Isabelle Humphrey, and 

The Springs Church Worship Team
Sponsored by: 
• Take Two Game Shop 
18 N. Main St., Cedar Springs 
www.taketwogameshop.com
• MW Memory Care Inc. 
12505 Northland Dr., Ste. 
A-9, Cedar Springs
• Vorpi Chiropractic
11741 Cedar Rock Dr., 
Rockford

• Sleeping Dog Yoga LLC
90 N. Main St., Ste. D 
(2nd floor), Cedar Springs
• Kin of Hope Natural Health 
90 N. Main St., Ste. B
• Perry’s Place llc for 
herbs, teas, and more... 
90 N. Main St., Ste. B 
www.perrysplacellc.weebly.com

Dear Santa, 
I have been a good girl this 
year. How is the reindeer?
I want a baby alive, fever, 
walking baby alive, a kitchen, 
clothes, strawberry short-
cake doll, easy bake oven, 
art supplies, easel, stroller 
for my babies. 

Love, 
Harley Parcher

Age 4

DeAr SAntA, 
I hAve been a good 

I wAnt A grown up 

cAmerA
I wAnt A LAp top 
AnD eAsy bAKe 
oven AnD some movies High 

School Musical 1-2-3 Skrek 

3, And jewelry box And 

stuffed Animal DorA and 

gAmes. 
Aubrey Parcher 

7 yrs. 

Dear Santa, 
I have been a good  boy.
I want a r/C Car and 
nerf gun with bulletts. 
I want A PS3 game and 
pellet gun and a foot-
ball and basketball.

Joseph Parcher III 
Age 8

Dear Santa, My name is Nakarrion I have been a very good boy this year. I would love some monster trucks, a video game, legos, and help for my family to have a happy Christmas. Thank you 
See you soon

LoveNakarrion Lee
Age 4

Dear. Santa I would like a crossbow or a conpond bow. I would like a I Phone 5. also a I Pode tutch.Thats all I
want thiss 

year 
Santa. Love Daniel Jr. (Menefee)

Dear Santa, 
My name is Jaleak 
and I am 6 years old. All 
I want for Christmas is some mon-
ster trucks, lego set,  5 Angery 
birds, 3 bey blades, a PSP, teek deck 
bike, a mimi DS for Christmas

Love, Jaleak Lee
age 6

Santa is coming to town
Make your list... check it 
twice!
Monster Jam PS3
movie
Big Monster Truck
J-D tractor
J-D doc
J-D Plow
Sweat Pants

Hunter rish age 9

Santa is coming to town
Make your list... check it 
twice!
Ice Age 4 PS3
Ice Age movie
Big Monster Truck
J-D tractor
J-D baler
J-D wagon
Ice age Toys
rudolph Guys

Justin rish age 7

Dear Santa, 
I want a trampalineanD a Dirt Bike
anD a remote control car anD a grown up sister!Love Schorian (Menefee)

Santa is coming to town
Make your list... check it 
twice!
PS3 Game
Movie
Big Monster Truck
J-D tractor
J-D chopper
J-D wagon
Sports Bag
Bats

Blake rish age 5

Dear Santa, 
My name is Emme, I am 4 years 

old and I have been pretty 

good. 
I would like a D.S. and a couple 

of games. 
That is all I can think of for 

now. 
Please make sure you feed the 

riendeer so they can make it to 

my house. 
Love, 
Emme

Dear Santa
i dont want alot maybe a mp3 
player or a phone but i want 
you to deliver a message 
to my dad you see he died 
feb,7,11 and i want he to know 
i know it’s not his falt he left 
oh and i want you to help my 
mom get better her back 
hurt’s alot and the doctors 
cant help it but that is all i 
want for Christmas

Love Joann Hale
age 13

Dear Santa, 
I know you keep a great big list of 

who is naughty and who is nice. I’m on 

the nice list because I’ve been really 

good this year. My room is really clean, 

and I almost always made my bed. I 

tried to do all my chores, and I did my 

homework before I played, watched 

TV or went on the computer. 

Please come to my house on Christmas 

Eve and bring me: 

wISH LIST

1. 3DS X1 Blue 5. a fan

2. games 6. Snowbord

3. lava lamp 7. i Pod

4. 3Axle Semi 8 Statue of Santa

You and all the elves are the best. 

Thanks for making all the kids around 

the world so happy at Christmas. 
Love, 

Brice Skelonc

 

visit www.cedarspringspost.com 
to view more Santa letters... 



•	 Keep things cozy with hot chocolate. Set up a hot choc-
olate station with different flavors such as mint, caramel 
or raspberry, flavored marshmallows, and fun extras 
like chocolate sprinkles or cinnamon stir sticks.

•	 Take part in local holiday happenings. Go to a holiday 
concert; be a part of the local holiday tree lighting cer-
emony; visit Santa; or go to a seasonal sporting event. 
It’s easy to find something to put you in the holiday 
spirit when you search with Bing, which gives you per-
formance times, ticketing information, maps and more 
right within the search page.
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13443 Northland Dr.
616-696-9640
1-800-683-0569

Photos by of Leda 
Vander Laan.

FAMILY FEATURES 

hether you’re looking to fill the family calendar 
with fun holiday activities or need a few ideas to 
make the season more meaningful, this guide to 
family holiday fun has you covered.

“Whether it’s finding a great gingerbread cookie recipe 
and biting one arm off each one (like we do), or just making 
cards for the family, it’s lovely to give your kids something 
uniquely their own to look forward to each year,” said Liz 
Gumbinner of Cool Mom Picks.

Here are some A to Z ideas to get you started today:

W

A Amish Warehouse & Gifts
616-696-2050

B Peacock’s Pet Parlor
616-696-2548

•  Start a calendar to build anticipation for all holiday cel-
ebrations. You can buy one or make one, and it can be 
as simple or as fancy as you like.

• Make angels — snow angels, construction paper angels, 
angel ornaments or even angel food cake.

C B & B Beauty Salon
616-696-1150

•	 Make bird feeders out of empty milk jugs or small card-
board tubes rolled in peanut butter and birdseed.

•	 Host a book exchange with friends, where everyone 
trades books they own and have already read.

•	 Gather some friends and go caroling around the neigh-
borhood or at a retirement center.

•	 Cook something new. You can find plenty of new dish-
es with Bing, which lets you quickly find full recipes 
and reviews right on the search page; and that lets you 
spend less time searching and more time cooking up 
some delicious fun with the whole family.

•	 Have a family dance party. Turn up the tunes or pop in 
the dance video game and cut loose together.

•	 Drive around town and take in the holiday lights and 
sights. Plan your route ahead of time, and end the trip 
with a special treat like hot cider at your favorite spot.

•	 Jingle some bells. Hang bells on your front door; make 
a video of the littlest ones singing Jingle Bells or Jingle 

Bell Rock. And don’t 
forget the jingling Sal-
vation Army bells. Not 
only can you donate, but 
many scout troops and 
church groups volunteer 
to ring those bells and 
collect donations, which 
is a great way for kids to 
help a good cause.

Photos courtesy of Getty Images

D Daniel J. Reynolds Jewelers
616-696-0982

E Cedar Springs Eyecare
616-696-0830

•	 “Elf” your neighbors. Put together small treat bags with 
gift tags that say “You’ve Been Elfed!” Then leave them 
as a secret surprise in their mailboxes or hanging from 
the front door.

F Framed Images
616-696-8180

G Geek Worx
616-696-7000

•	 Make time for friends. The kids, especially teens, will 
appreciate getting to hang out with their buddies. If 
you’re hosting, make sure you have plenty of fun snack 
foods.

•	 Have some fun with family game nights. Let every-
one take turns picking their favorite board games, card 
games and video games to play together.

•	 Spice up the holidays with gingerbread. You can bake 
gingerbread cookies or gingerbread cake. Try your hand 
at building a gingerbread house — either with a kit or 
with graham crackers and frosting.

H Take 2 Game Shop
616-263-9566

I White Pine Family Medicine
616-696-2020

•	 Go ice skating at a local rink. You can rent skates and 
take a spin on the ice together.

J Cedar Springs Tire
616-696-3400

K Kent County Credit Union
616-696-3650

•	 Let the kids plan a Kids’ Night In. They get to pick the 
menu and the activities, and be in charge of making the 
fun happen.

•	 Practice random acts of kindness. Encourage everyone 
to do something kind for someone else — it could be 
clearing snow off the sidewalk for a neighbor, doing a 
family member’s chore for them, or buying a soda for 
the person behind you in line.

L Larry’s Northtown
616-754-6101

•	 “Learn about the holiday celebrations of other cultures,” 
suggests Liz. “Kids love all kinds of celebrations, and 
it can be magical to find out how other children around 
the world spend their holiday time.”

•	 Make gifts to give friends, neighbors, teachers or 
coaches. You can make ornaments, baked goods, photo 
books, candles or pet treats.

•	 Plan holiday movie nights so you can enjoy the classics. 
From the funny to the touching, there are lots of ways to 
enjoy the silver screen’s many tributes to the season.

M Dean’s Excavating
616-636-5524

N Kent Theatre
616-696-7469

•	 Experience The Nutcracker ballet. If you can’t go to a 
live performance, try a recorded version on DVD or via 
Netflix or Hulu.

•	 Enjoy the great outdoors, even if it’s cold. Play in the 
back yard, go to the park, ride your bikes, build a snow-
man, have a snowball fight, play flag football, soccer or 
ring-around-the-rosies.

O Aqua Flow Water Systems
616-696-3184



The Cedar Springs Post Thursday, December 6, 2012   Page 9

Photos by of Leda 
Vander Laan.

•	 Declare a “Pajama Day” and let everyone hang out in 
pjs and slippers, and serve breakfast for dinner.

P Vitale’s Pizza
616-696-0950

Q White Pine Family Medicine
616-696-2020

•	 Plan quiet time amid all the hustle and bustle of the 
season. Whether it’s for naps, reading, unplugged time 
from all electronics, or just a day of not going anywhere, 
it’s important to take time to recharge.

•	 If you leave cookies and milk for Santa, don’t forget his 
reindeer. Carrots or homemade reindeer chow will give 
them energy for their long night’s journey.

•	 Try a restaurant you’ve never been to before. If you’re 
watching your budget, go at lunch time, when you can 
try smaller, lunch-size portions for less money.

R Main Street Restaurant
616-696-1880

S Sand Lake Veterinary
616-636-4100

•	 Keep track of Santa’s journey around the world. “If 
you’re a Santa fan,” says Liz, “use resources like the 
NORAD Santa Tracker powered by Bing, available at 
www.NoradSanta.org, to follow his trip throughout the 
big day.”

•	 Trim the tree together. Don’t worry about the tree look-
ing magazine perfect — the point is to have fun, and the 
results will be a tree you can all be proud of.

T Awsome Tan
616-696-7259

•	 Let everyone unwrap one gift that will help get them in 
the holiday spirit. It could be a milk and cookie plate 
set for Santa, new holiday pjs or socks, or a holiday-
themed book or CD.

U Ray Winnie Auto Sales
616-754-7195

W Wilson Chiropractic Center
616-696-2650

Y The Cedar Springs Post
616-696-3655

V
•	 Volunteer to help those in need. Some families like to 

serve meals in soup kitchens, sort clothing or food do-
nations, or collect and pack items for shelters or sol-
diers.

•	 Have a video game marathon with games the whole 
family can play.

Sand Lake Veterinary
616-636-4100

X Sand Lake Oil & Lube
616-636-5250

•	 Take a walk around the neighborhood. Make it a scav-
enger hunt and look for certain holiday decorations, 
animals, cars and parts of nature.

•	 X marks the spot. Plan a treasure hunt in and around the 
house. Write clues that lead players from one place to 
the next until they find a special, hidden gift.

•	 Have some fun with yarn. Learn how to finger knit or 
crochet. Or make holiday decorations and crafts with 
yarn.

•	 Take a holiday trip to the zoo. Many zoos have special 
holiday displays and programs that let you celebrate the 
season wild-style.

Z Cedar Springs Public Library
616-696-1910

You can search for more family fun 
for the holidays at www.bing.com.

Over 15,000 FRIENDS
That’s how many “users” we have reading our work every week. That’s over 
15,000 residents that rely on us to learn of sales and services that are close 

to home and local news put together in a community-driven package. 

We want to share our friends with you!

Call 616-696-3655 to Advertise
or email sales@cedarspringspost.com

www.cedarspringspost.com

36 E. Maple Street • P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Phone: 616-696-3655
Fax: 616-696-9010

Bring this ad for BUY ONE GET ONE FREE

Christmas Trees 
Get your

here!
Landscape 

Renovations
12734 Northland Dr.

Cedar Springs, MI
616-696-4748

Pre-Cut Trees 
& Wreaths

Rainbows End
Opening Nov. 23rd

M-Sat 8-5 | Sun 9-5
1183 S. Hillman Rd.

Stanton, MI
616-788-9635

or 989-328-2606
Choose & Cut or 

Pre-Cut Available

WANT YOUR TREE LOT INCLUDED?
Call Sherry @ The POST 616-696-3655

Grandma Adams
Aunt Mildred
Susan
Justin’s class
Mrs. Thompson
Baker family
Grace
Dan
Aunt Bert
Tyler

that will last all year long!
Give a Gift

 Subscription  Subscription 

$25 per year 
only

Call Today!
696-3655

mailed into the home

check us out online @ 
www.cedarspringspost.com



Food

Ready or not, it’s about time for you to 
perform holiday magic in the kitchen again. 
Let’s say you’re looking for easy-to-make, 
easy-to-bake ideas for your yuletide get-
togethers or family treats. Maybe something 
different, tasty and eye-catching, with 
feel-good, hot-bread-from-the-oven aromas 
that fill your home. Use a bag of frozen roll 
dough and you can quickly make these 
delicious and fun recipes.

Start by flattening thawed dinner rolls and 
putting them together to make a Christmas 
tree shape. Top with sauce and cheese 
and then trim the tree with your favorite 

pizza ingredients to make this delicious 
Christmas Tree Pizza. Another fun idea is to 
combine some rolls together and shape into 
a Cinnamon Christmas Tree. Add a batch of 
Christmas Pizza Minis and you’ve got the 
makings for a fantastic and fun Holiday Party. 

If visions of sugared sweets dance in your 
head, this Sweet Christmas Tree is the 
answer. Twisted branches sprinkled with 
sugar and decorated with holiday candy will 
be a favorite for all.

Using these quick and easy ideas will leave 
you time to celebrate the season this year.

Christmas Tree Pizza

Cinnamon 
Christmas Tree 

Cinnamon 
Christmas Tree

Christmas 
Pizza Minis

16 Rhodes™ Dinner Rolls, thawed to room temperature
1/2 cup Alfredo sauce
2 cups grated mozzarella cheese
pepperoni (2 sizes)
red, green and yellow peppers
red pepper �akes

Place 16 rolls on a sprayed baking sheet in a pyramid shape starting with one at the top, 
two under it, three, four and the last row �ve rolls. Leave some space between the rolls. 
Flatten and press rolls together to form a tree shape. Leave the outside edge slightly 
rounded so the sauce and toppings do not run o�. �e trunk of the tree is one roll placed 
under the last row of �ve. Tuck it under and �atten. Poke rolls several times with a fork 
to prevent bubbles from forming and pre-bake at 350°F 10-12 minutes. Remove from 
oven and allow to cool. Spread Alfredo sauce over the crust, and sprinkle with cheese. 
Decorate as desired with pepperoni, peppers cut into di�erent shapes and red pepper 
�akes. Bake an additional 10-12 minutes or until cheese is melted and crust is golden 
brown.

12 Rhodes Dinner™ Rolls or 8 Rhodes 
Texas™ Rolls, thawed to room temperature
1/3 cup butter, so�ened
1 teaspoon cinnamon
1/3 cup brown sugar
1/2 cup almonds, sliced
8 maraschino cherries

Frosting
1 cup powdered sugar
1 tablespoon butter, melted
1/2 teaspoon vanilla
5 teaspoons milk or water

 Spray counter lightly with non-stick cooking spray. Combine rolls together and roll 
into a 12x 18-inch rectangle. Spread with 1/3 cup butter, sprinkle on cinnamon and 
brown sugar. Fold 12-inch sides in to make a triangle, overlapping edges. Leave 1-inch 
uncovered along bottom. Cut o� bottom inch of dough and roll as a cinnamon roll to 
use for tree trunk. Place tree on sprayed cookie sheet and position trunk under bottom 
of tree. Using a clean ruler, mark branches every 1 1/2-inches and cut with scissors or 
pizza cutter. Twist each branch several times and curve upward. Cover with sprayed 
plastic wrap. Let rise for 40 minutes or until double in size. Remove wrap. Bake at 350° F 
for 15-20 minutes or until golden brown. Frost while still warm; sprinkle with almonds 
and decorate with maraschino cherries.
Frosting
Combine powdered sugar, milk, butter and vanilla. For thinner frosting, add additional 
milk or water.

9 Rhodes™ Dinner Rolls, thawed but still 
cold

¼ cup butter, melted

green and white decorator sugar
frosting gel
candy to decorate

Roll one dinner roll into a club shape about 5-inches long. Place in the middle bottom 
of a large sprayed baking pan to be the bottom of the tree trunk. Roll all remaining rolls 
into 18-20-inch ropes. Fold the ropes in half pinching ends together. Twist each one 5 or 
6 times and place the pinched ends of 4 of them on the trunk with the branches angled 
down. �e remaining 4 branches will make their own trunk by overlapping each other 
in the center of the tree. Space the branches so they will not touch when they rise. Cover 
with sprayed plastic wrap and let rise 20-30 minutes. Remove wrap and brush tree gently 
with melted butter. Sprinkle heavily with green and white decorator sugar. Bake at 350°F 
10-15 minutes or until slightly golden brown. Cool and decorate, as desired, with candy 
stuck onto tree with frosting gel.

12 Rhodes™ Dinner Rolls, thawed but still 
cold

�our
pizza sauce

grated mozzarella cheese
red & green peppers, cut into small thin 
strips

pepperoni slices, cut into fourths

Spray counter lightly with non-stick cooking spray. Flatten 
each roll into a 4 1/2-inch circle. Place circles on sprayed 
baking sheets. Cover with plastic wrap and let rest 20 
minutes. Remove wrap. Dip 4-inch cookie cutters into 
�our and cut desired shapes out of each dough circle. Pre-
bake at 350°F 8-10 minutes. Remove from oven and let 
cool. Top each one with pizza sauce, grated cheese, red 
and green pepper strips and pepperoni pieces. Bake 
for an additional 6-8 minutes or until cheese is 
nicely melted.

CHRISTMASCHRISTMAS
OH CHRISTMAS TREEOH CHRISTMAS TREE

OH CHRISTMAS TREEOH CHRISTMAS TREE

Sugared 
Christmas 
Tree

Sugared 
Christmas 
Tree

Christmas 
Pizza Minis

Christmas Tree Pizza
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3575 14-Mile Rd.
Cedar Springs

616-866-7670

4116 17 Mile Road
Cedar Springs

616-696-9610616-696-1204 616-696-0100

Thank you to The POST & the following supporters for bringing you this page...

Athletic Leadership council (ALC)
The Cedar Springs High 

School Athletic leadership 
council (ALC) is on a mis-
sion to unite the students, 
staff, and community and 
spread the Red Hawk Pride.

The Council is student di-
rected and committed to cre-
ate connections between stu-
dent athletes and the greater 
community.  

En-Gedi Youth Center – A 
Great After-School Resource

En-Gedi  is a Partner in Education with the Cedar Springs 
Public Schools and provides many valuable resources for 
our students 6th – 12th Grades;  2:15 -5:15:  6th Graders 
ONLY Monday – Wednesday, 7th Graders & Up Thurs-
days.

En-Gedi Youth Center offers an opportunity for students 
to receive assistance on homework, complimentary snack 
and some supervised free time.  Students can also sign up 
for art and music classes or receive instruction in various 
sports.  To learn more about this great after-school resource, 
please visit www.csredhawsk.org/engedi or call (616) 696-
1204 x1920.

New Student Enrollment
Process for Registration:

1.  Pre-register your K-12 Student by visiting www.
csredhawks.org

2. At the end of the pre-registration process, you will 
be asked to choose an appointment time to meet 
with the Registrar to complete your registration.  
If no appointment times are available, please call 
616-696-7317 or email the Registrar at susan.an-
drzejewski@csredhawks.org.

You MUST bring with you:
Students ORIGINAL Birth Certificate

Proof of Residency
UP-TO-DATE immunization records

Parent/guardian picture ID
3.  The registrar will set up an appointment to meet 

with the school personnel to complete the student’s 
enrollment.

Central Enrollment Office is located on the 2nd floor of 
the Hilltop Community Building.   If you do not have 
internet access, there are computers available at the Cen-
tral Enrollment Office.

The Red Hawk Kids Club 
was created from the vision, 
dedication, and commitment 
of Cedar Springs Athletic 
Director Autumn Mattson 
and Football Coach Brian 
Busen.  The Red Hawk 
Kids Club has been a huge 
success in building a com-
munity of learners between 
our High School and El-
ementary building students.  

Several High School 
Student Athletes have par-
ticipated in activities such 
as reading, working in the 
classroom, and mentor-
ing during recess/lunch 
time with our Kindergar-
ten through Fifth grade 
students. The High School 

Athletes have taught the el-
ementary students all about 
the “Red Hawk Creed”. 
Red Hawk Creed

I am… 

Responsible

Enthusiastic

Dedicated

Hard Worker

Achiever

Winner

Kind

I am a RED HAWK!

STAY HEALTHY THIS 
SEASON

11/1/12—3/27/13
The cold air is settling in, but you don’t have to give up your 

workout.  Cedar Springs Public Schools supports your effort to 
stay healthy this season.  

Red Hawk Elementary will open their doors to all community 
members who would like to walk the halls from 4:00-8:00 p.m., 
Monday through Thursday when school is in session.  If Cedar 
Springs Public Schools is closed due to inclement weather, holi-
day or no school scheduled, walking is canceled that day. 

Scheduled days closed…
● Winter Break, December 22 - January 6
● Mid-Winter Break, February 18 & 19
● Thursday, March 28
For inclement weather school closings, please stay tuned 

to your local TV Station listings.

Upcoming Dates:
Winter Break   December 21, 2012 –    No School
  January 6, 2013
Student Early Release January  18, 2013  Dismissal 2 hours early
Student Early Release February  1, 2013  Dismissal 2 hours early
Student Early Release February  15, 2013  Dismissal 2 hours early
Mid-Winter Break February 18 & 19  No School

Water Quality Study on Cedar Creek & Rogue River

This fall the ALC has 
sponsored 4 staff apprecia-
tion nights.  Members of the 
fall sports teams were asked 
to select one CSPS staff 
member that has made a pos-
itive impact on them.  These 
staff members were asked to 
attend an athletic event and 
wear their athlete’s jersey or 
team shirt at school and at 

the event that night.
Although the ALC set out 

with a simple task of creating 
more Red Hawk pride, they 
have accomplished more 
than they expected.  They 
have united students, staff, 
and community.  They have 
impacted lives and learned 
lifelong lessons of respect, 
responsibility, patience and 

Shaina Smith analyzing a test tube 
for the presence of phosphate.

Students working together at the Rogue River.
Gabe Patterson and Calla Wier 
analyzing macroinvertebrate 
samples collected for the Biotic 
Index.

The Tech 21 9th grade En-
vironmental Biology class 
recently did a field study on 
both Cedar Creek and the 
Rogue River.  The students 
performed water quality in-
dices and biotic indices at 
6 different locations along 
these streams.  In this study 
students are learning many 
concepts.  They are getting 
a chance to see that science 
doesn’t always happen in 
a lab or classroom and that 
they need to be able to 
work effectively as a 
team.  Students are also 
learning that water qual-
ity is something that is 
important to us all and 
something that we should 
be concerned with main-
taining, since only 1% 
of of the world’s water is 
fresh and available to hu-
mans for consumption.  

The students finally 
will be required to write 
a large formal lab report 
where they will cre-
ate electronic tables and 
graphs using netbook 
computers and write 
evidence-based conclu-
sions comparing the wa-
ter quality of the different 
locations sampled.  Fi-
nally, they will make recom-
mendations for needed areas 
of improvement and further 
study in local water quality.  
The water quality results 
will be given to GVSU and 
Groundswell, and these or-
ganizations will then use the 
results for their own water 
quality monitoring. 

This trip would not have 
been possible if it were not 
for a grant written by the 

Tech 21 teachers and award-
ed by the Kent ISD’s service 
learning program, which is 
headed by Steve Dielman.  
Thanks also goes to CSPS 
for providing transportation 
and opportunities for learn-
ing outside the classroom.  
Lastly, thanks goes to the 
LEAGUE Michigan organi-
zation, which recently helped 
us write another grant to help 
keep this wonderful project 
sustainable for next year.

equality.
They are an inspiration.  

They are Red Hawks.

See more pics at www.cedarsprimngspost.com

Photo taken by Mel Fisk
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“We’re proud of our underwear”
The Allen Family had a wonderful Thanksgiving Dinner 

of turkey, mashed potatoes, w/gravy, cranberry sauce and 
more than one pie. There was no drinking and no one went 
to jail.

However, Roger is currently serving time at St. Mary’s 
Hospital in Grand Rapids after suffering from  two sepa-
rate heart attacks within the past month. He started having 
chest pains sometime during Thursday night, last week, No-
vember 29. After being admitted to St. Mary’s Hospital, it 
was  determined that he had suffered a recent, more severe 
attack prior. The earlier attack, hopefully not brought about 
by turkey, caused extensive damage. The second “attack” 
an infarction, was less severe, but he is  struggling to get 
home from there.

No one regrets more than he, that he will not be able to 
write a column for this week’s paper. However, for those 
who just have to have a little Roger’s “Main Street,” we are 
substituting a previous one for  that needed “fix”. 

The Medicare 
age is still 65
By: Vonda Vantil, social security Public affairs specialist

If you’re in your sixties, you probably know that the age 
to receive full retirement benefits has changed. However, 
the age to begin receiving Medicare has not — it is still 65. 
Even if you wait until after age 65 to apply for retirement 
benefits, you still may want to file for Medicare at age 65. 

If you want Medicare coverage when you first become 
eligible, we suggest that you apply within three months of 
reaching age 65.  You can do it online in as little as 10 min-
utes at www.socialsecurity.gov/medicareonly.

Why go online to apply for Medicare? Because it’s fast, 
easy, and secure. You don’t need an appointment and you 
can avoid waiting in traffic or in line. As long as you have 
ten minutes to spare, you have time to complete and submit 
your online Medicare application. 

People who started receiving Social Security retirement 
or disability benefits before age 65 
do not need to apply; they will be au-
tomatically enrolled in Medicare.

There is no additional charge for 
Medicare hospital insurance (Part 
A) since you already paid for it by 
working and paying Medicare tax. 
However, there is a monthly pre-
mium for medical insurance (Part 

B). If you already have other health insurance when you 
become eligible for Medicare, you should consider whether 
you want to apply for the medical insurance. To learn more 
about Medicare and some options for choosing coverage, 
visit www.Medicare.gov or call 1-800-MEDICARE.

To learn more about applying for Medicare Only using 
the online application, please visit www.socialsecurity.gov/
medicareonly. 

Vonda VanTil is the public affairs specialist for West 
Michigan.  You can write her c/o Social Security Adminis-
tration, 3045 Knapp St NE, Grand Rapids MI 49525 or via 
email at vonda.vantil@ssa.gov  

Twin Ponds
Alternative Heating Solutions

Stanton, MI
989-831-4890

1-888-336-3490
www.mykccu.com

Unwrap a New 
Home �is Holiday 

Season!

 NMLS Company ID: 372758.  Federally insured 
by NCUA, equal housing lender.

No Application Fees
Great Low Rates
Terms to Fit Your Need
Re-Financing Available 

The following column was originally published in De-
cember 2007. 

December 7, 1941
Seventy-one years ago tomorrow, Japanese bombers 

swooped out of the sky for a surprise attack on America’s 
naval fleet, moored at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii. Our fleet was 
crushed and more than 2,400 Americans were killed in the 
raid. For a dwindling number of us, the event isn’t just his-
tory. We remember the day.

It was a Sunday. In that pre-television era, the reports 
came in on the radio, and my family’s radio stayed on 
all day. My parents were stunned. The whole nation was 
stunned. At the time it happened, a Japanese envoy was in 

Washington talking peace to our Secretary of State.
President Roosevelt quickly requested a joint meeting 

of Congress. On Monday, Dec. 8, he asked Congress for 
a declaration of war against Japan, retroactive to Sunday’s 
attack. Three days after that, the fascist governments of Hit-
ler’s Germany and Mussolini’s Italy declared war on Amer-
ica. They thought it was a great time to defeat us--we’d be 
too busy fighting Japan.
World War II had begun.

Those of us who remember December 1941 also remem-
ber that our lives changed abruptly. For the next few years, 
our nation’s efforts were bent on victory (although at first 
we seemed to get little of it). Our factories stopped mak-
ing cars and bicycles and converted to ships, tanks, guns, 
and airplanes. Goods in short supply—including shoes and 
food and gasoline—were rationed for civilians.

The military draft took all levels of society, rich and 
poor.

Finally, after an entire nation’s sacrifice, we won a total 
victory. Japan’s unconditional surrender came three years 
and eight months after the Pearl Harbor attack. I still re-
member vividly my town’s celebration on “V-J Day.” Hit-
ler’s government had already surrendered three months 
earlier.
Useful facts, or not

• You’ve heard the phrase, “once in a blue moon.” 
A “blue moon” is the second full moon in the same 
month. The expression has been around for 400 years. 
Usually we get one every 2-1/2 years.

• You have probably said, “for Pete’s sake!” An itiner-
ant farm hand from Lincolnshire said it first at 2 p.m. 
on Sept. 23, 1497, immediately after he impaled his 
foot with a pitchfork in the presence of the local priest. 
There’s no written record of the incident but you can 
believe this if you want to. Actually, it’s “a minced 
oath” - a substitute for a different phrase, like “for St. 
Peter’s sake!”

• When everything is coming your way, you’re in the 
wrong lane.

•  A day without sunshine is like night.
•  42.7 percent of all statistics are made up on the spot.
•  On the other hand, you have different fingers
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at your service. . .

CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS
Low Cost Rentals Available
Auto Glass Installation

696-1830
13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

CEDAR 
HEATING &

COOLING INC.

6 1 6 - 6 9 6 - 2 5 9 9
EXPERIENCE NOT GUESSWORK

Mike’s Lawn Care
and Snow Plow Service
Maintaining your home and business

616-980-6035
ALSO 
• We haul junk
• We Do Handyman Jobs
 such as: removing bushes or 

trees, moving furniture, raking 
leaves, cleaning garages or  
basements, painting. Just Call!

Serving Cedar Springs & 
Grand Rapids Areas

Please Call Mike

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900

Retire
...continued from page 3

Santa
...continued from front page

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan
Summary of Nelson Township 

Board Meeting
2 Maple Street

Sand Lake, MI 49343
Nelson Township/Sand Lake Hall

Tuesday, November 13, 2012
7:00 P.M.

Present: Armstrong Hoffman Austin Noreen 
Mahoney
Action taken

1. Adopt Zoning Ordinance Amendment PUD 
Home Occupations – Ordinance 2012-001 

2. Adopt Zoning Ordinance Amendment Lot 
Width – Ordinance 2012-002.

3.  Adopt Zoning Ordinance Amendment 
for Accessory Buildings and Structures 
Ordinance 2012-003.

4. Appoint Roger Belknap a two-year term 
on the Board of Review

5. Purchase ten desktop Voting Booths 
6. Amend Budget Center the expense in the 

amount of 13,385.00. 
Discussed 

1. Tax Foreclosed Property 
2. Personnel & Employee policy manual

Complete copies of the minutes are available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours 
Monday – Thursday 9am to 3pm.

Dated: December 6, 2012  Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year

Brynadette 
       Powell

Realtor

Notary Public
Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com

Arthur K. Eggerding
Realtor, Inc.

616-453-7655 

lergic to peanuts and I could pack peanut butter in your box 
of food.” She said the opportunity for families to pick out 
their own items is just one of many improvements she has 
been fortunate to oversee.

“We were able to change to an ID card check-in system 
with grants we received,” Waite explained. She said the 
center also has been able to add an additional refrigerator 
and walk-in freezer since she started. It also has become a 
distribution point for Toys for Tots, which allows clients to 
select from locally-donated toys.

“This is a huge improvement,” she said. “Instead of do-
nations going somewhere else, they come here and our cli-
ents can pick them up here.” She stated that the success of 
that change has made the center a model for other service 
programs. Since she started the center has implemented 
a backpack give-away for school children, and an Easter 
basket program. In addition the center offers services for 
tax preparation, holiday meals, birthday presents and cakes, 
layettes for new moms, and a Nutritional Wellness pantry.

Waite said there are eleven resource centers in Kent 
County which offer an assortment of relief services, and of 
them, NKCS offers 48 percent of the total services, leaving 
52 percent of the other ten combined. In addition to being a 
food pantry, the center can offer assistance with utility bills, 
shelter/rent and medical co-pay needs. Shopping for cloth-
ing, household items, toys, books, bedding, video, supple-
mental items is offered as well as referrals to other social 
service agencies.

Waite said most people who know her through the center 
probably don’t realize she has a commute of 78 miles each 
way, each day, bracketing her ten-hour work shift. From 
her home just a bit north of Baldwin, Waite sees a lot of 
landscape on her way to work, and as a retiree, she looks 
forward to putting boots to the ground on Michigan’s trails 
and parks. 

She said one of her many goals is to walk the entire 
Michigan length of the North Country Trail, which locally 
crosses through Nelson Township on Cedar Springs Public 
School property and crosses the White Pine Trail near 17 
Mile Road. She said most people don’t realize the trail—
not fully developed in this area—begins in New York State, 
crosses Pennsylvania, comes through Michigan and goes 
all the way West to the Dakotas.

Waite said in addition to hiking here in her home state, 
she also plans international travel, noting there are only 
two states in the United States she hasn’t visited—Utah 
and Oregon—and only three continents—South America, 
Antarctica and Australia—where she has yet to set foot. “I 
won’t disappear, I will still be active in my church and in 
the community and volunteer,” she said.

Upper Peninsula 20 times since 2008.
 To date, the DNR has confirmed 11 photos, eight sepa-

rate sets of tracks, and one trail camera video from 10 Upper 
Peninsula counties: Baraga, Chippewa, Delta, Houghton, Ke-
weenaw, Mackinac, Marquette, Menominee, Ontonagon and 
Schoolcraft.

“The increasing number and frequency of verified cougar 
sightings in recent years are likely due to three factors in par-
ticular: The growing popularity of trail cameras used to moni-
tor wildlife activity in the woods 24 hours a day; additional 
transient cougars moving east from established populations in 
western states as they seek new territory; and the cooperation 
of the public in reporting cougar sightings and sharing their 
photos with us for official review, which we greatly appreci-
ate,” said Adam Bump, one of four DNR biologists specially 
trained to investigate cougar reports.

Established cougar populations are found as close to Michi-
gan as the Dakotas, and transient cougars dispersing from these 
areas have been known to travel hundreds of miles in search of 
new territory. DNA evidence collected from a cougar hit and 
killed by a car in Connecticut in 2011 showed it had originated 
in western South Dakota.

Cougars, also known as mountain lions, were native to Mich-
igan, but disappeared from the state in the early 1900s. The 
last confirmed wild cougar in Michigan prior to 2008 was an 
animal killed near Newberry in 1906.

 Although cougar sightings are regularly reported, verifica-
tion is often difficult, due in part to a lack of physical evidence. 
Characteristic evidence of cougars include tracks, which are 
about 3 inches long by 3-1/2 inches wide and typically show 
no claw marks, and suspicious kill sites, such as deer carcasses 
that are largely intact and buried with sticks and debris.

Protecting evidence such as tracks, scat and cached kills 
from the elements, with a bucket or tarp, greatly improves the 
chances that a reported sighting may be verified by DNR wild-
life staff.

Wildlife biologists on the DNR’s cougar team investigate 
evidence that is reported or submitted, and may visit sites to 
verify the location and collect additional information. The team 
then evaluates the collected information and decides whether 
the presence of cougars can be confirmed.

Reports of cougar tracks and other evidence should be made 
to a local DNR office or by submitting the sighting on the 
DNR’s online reporting form at www.michigan.gov/cougars. 
If an emergency situation exists, call the department’s 24-hour 
Report All Poaching line at 800-292-7800.

 Cougars are classified as an endangered species in Michigan. 
It is unlawful to kill, harass or otherwise harm a cougar except 
in the immediate defense of human safety. To learn more about 
cougars and how to identify their tracks, visit www.michigan.
gov/cougars.

Cougar
...continued from page 3

ments for next year, such as providing a stage and a speaker 
system for the choir, and bringing in Santa earlier in the day 
and having him stay for an extended period. “That would 
give more people the chance to see him,” explained Kip-
hart.

He said that comments from attendees have been posi-
tive. “Many people said it was really nice to see everyone 
out and about. Everyone seemed to have a great time.”

WB on M-46, in a 2010 Ford Flex, when he drove over two 
sets of warning rumble strips and through a stop sign, where 
he collided with a large dirt embankment on the other side 
of the intersection. The victim was in critical condition at 
the scene and transported to Butterworth Hospital, where 
he later died.

Family members had reported Clemons missing to Detroit 
Police on Monday, December 3, and said he was a dementia 
patient. Detroit Police was notified of the crash and made 
contact with family members to notify them.

Montcalm County EMS and the Montcalm County Sheriff 
Department assisted at the scene.

Crash
...continued from front page

Cedar  Springs 
Public Library

43 W. Cherry Street • Cedar Springs 

696-1910
Mon, Tues, Fri: 12 noon - 6 pm

Wed: 10 am - 7 pm • Sat:  10 am - 1 pm 
Closed Thursday and Sunday



Meet Bo!  He is a 
3 year old Pit Bull 
Terrier mix.  He is 
a very sweet dog 
who loves to get 
attention.  He’s a 
dog who loves to 
play but when it is 
time to relax, he 
knows it and can 
be very laid-back.  
If you are looking for a loving dog, come and meet 
him at Humane Society of West Michigan!
 

Meet Garfields!  
He is a 2 year 
old Domestic 
Shorthair kitty.  He 
is very social and 
seeks attention 
wherever he goes!  
He loves to play 
with his cat toys 
and loves to be 

around people.  If you are looking for a cat who 
is a social butterfly, come and meet Garfields at 
Humane Society of West Michigan!
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CLASSIFIEDS
are online @
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ApArTMenTs 
for renT

For rent

For sale

HoMes 
for renT

service

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!616-696-3655 – 696-3655 –

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

aUction

Help 
WAnTeD

For more information on the Humane Society of 
West Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 
3077 Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile 

Road during adoption hours or visit 
www.hswestmi.org.  

New 2012 adoption hours: 
Sunday and Monday: Closed,  

Tuesday - Friday: 2 pm - 7 pm, Saturday: 10 am - 4 pm

PETS of 
the WEEk

CriTTer
Corner

HoMes 
for sAle

CLASSIFIEDS ARE ONLINE
@ www.cedarspringspost.com

losT AnD 
founD

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 PM FRIDAY

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. Place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                         
 25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

Arroway Secure
Self Storage

6x8
8x10

10X20
10x24

Lighted security fencing
• No Deposit •

4121 - 14 Mile Rd.
Half mile east of 131 X-way
  696-3390

CEDARFIELD COMMUNITY

Ready to 
Downsize?

Check out

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

ELIMINATE YOUR 
HEATING BILLS 

OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE 
from Central Boiler
Absolute Comfort 

Mechanical Contractors
231-652-5286

 

For more information please call
(616) 696-3920/

TDD 1-800-649-3777

RED FLANNEL ACRES
“A Place to Call Home”
AFFORDABLE LIVING

311 Oak Court
Cedar Springs, MI

Great Location, 1 & 2 bedroom 
apartments. Designed for extremely 

low, very low and low income. 
Rent based on 30% of income. 

Handicapped accessible. 
Managed by Republic Management Corporation

Equal Housing 
Opportunity.

MILDRED HOUTING 
LEISURE ACRES

TAKING APPLICATIONS
for 1 bedroom apartments. 
Must be 62 years of age or 
handicapped or disabled of 
any age.  Designed for ex-
tremely low, very low and low 
income. Rent based on 30% of 
income. For more information 
please call (616) 696-3920/
TDD 1-800-649-3777.

Sub Contract Snow 
Plowers Needed
Must have experience, 

plow truck and insurance.
Cedar Springs Area

C
al

l 6
16

-6
96

-1
50

0

Lawn   Landscape   Snow

Expires 12/31/12 

518 Hickory Lane in Howard City
CALL TODAY!

(888) 244-8492
OR

Apply online at: 
www.4villagetrails.com

LAST CHANCE!
MOVE YOUR HOME 
FOR FREE
$99

&
MONTHLY 
SITE RENT 

FOR 3 YEARS!

*

*with regular annual increases

NEW OUTDOOR 
WOOD BOILER

Heats up 
to 3,000 

sq. ft. 

No 
Creosote 
build up

(616) 551-0176
www.heissheaters.com

Packages & 

Financing 

Available

Learn Play & Grow Day 
Care has openings. Let 
your child Learn Play & 
Grow with us. 616-696-
3754 #49p

CHilD CAre

After Black Friday Golf Car 
Clearance! 800-321-9616 
Both electric and gas vehicles 
available. #48,49p

Beef: half or whole, grass fed, 
hormone free. Butcher date: 
1-10-13. Cut as you choose. 
$3.00/lb. (processed). 616-696-
2238. #48,49p

Found: Hub cover – 1994 
Ford Crown Vic (?). Found on 
11/29/12 at the corner of Kroes 
and Northland Dr. 616-866-
1212, leave message. #49

Found: Woman’s reading 
glasses at Solon Township hall 
on election day. Owner may 
claim by calling 616-696-1718. 
#46

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Needs Home: Affectionate, well 
behaved, male cat, is in need of 
a good home! He is declawed, 
neutered and has his shots. He 
will make a great companion. 
Please call 616-813-4306. 
#49p

Lost: Large black, with brown, 
male dog. Lost on Dec. 2 in the 
area of Pine Lake and 17 Mile 
Rd. Please call 616-799-4019. 
#49

Lost: Chihuahua mix, 10 lbs., 
brindle in color. Lost while 
shopping between Alpine and 
Sparta area. Call 616-866-9771 
or 616-821-5829. #48

Lost: Cat, Bobbi is a 1-1/2 yrs., 
female, domestic shorthair. She 
is a petite, gray/ black tiger 
with green eyes and front feet 
declawed. Last seen on Nov. 23 
in the area of Pear St. in Cedar 
Springs. If seen or found please 
call 616-901-2019. #48

Lost: Mama Tortie & her 3 girl 
kittens (1 siamese & 2 Tortise 
markings like mama). Missing 
from Pointe North Subdivision 
near 17 Mile/ Algoma, Huck’s 
Corner area. Last seen Monday 
11/5. VERY missed! :( #46

Free to good home: 2 Mini-
Rex rabbits, under 6 months 
old. Good with kids, friendly. 1 
is black/white calico and 1 is 
dark brown. Call 616-696-9225, 
leave message. #48

service

small ads 
make ¢ents

Studies show that reading keeps 
the mind sharp. Give your brain a 
boost. Subscribe to the newspaper 

and expand your mind with a 
world of information.

P.O. Box 370 • 36 E. Maple St.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Call 696-3655 for details

Get a Guaranteed 
Subscription to 

The Post for only 
$25.00 per year!

One price for all - within or outside 
the 49319 zip code - same low price!
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FFA
...continued from page 2

heAlth & nutrition

PETS of 
the WEEk

CLASSIFIEDS ARE ONLINE
@ www.cedarspringspost.com

Come in NOW to sign up for Pistol & Archery Leagues

(616) 712-6162
6227 S. Greenville Rd.
Call for store hours

INDOOR GUN RANGE

Area’s Largest Indoor 
Archery Range (40 yds)

Ammo

Firearms

Hunting & Fishing 
Supplies

Archey

On-Site Archery Repair 
call for appointment

CCW Classes

INDOOR GUN RANGE | TECHNO HUNT & DART SIMULATOR

Robinson
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

1565 Dagget Road, Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas.

(616) 636-5565 or 887-2060

If you can’t flush... You may need us!
P O R TA B L E  T O I L E T  R E N TA L S

Call Now to 
Enroll for January 2013’s Class!

Wednesday, Dec. 12 • 6-8 p.m.

187881

When finished with their ac-
tivities the children were pro-
vided refreshments and fun, 
informational activity books 
about agriculture. In total 
over 200 second graders, 19 
FFA members, and 4 adults 
participated. 

All this activity led the 
members to plan an evening 
of fun at Klackles Orchard. 

Thirteen members gathered 
for an evening of fun around 
the bonfire and other fun ac-
tivities.

November 12th saw seven 
FFA members donate three 
after school hours as a community ser-
vice helping out at the North Kent Com-
munity Service Center. Members prepared 
Thanksgiving baskets, unloaded pallets 
of food, and sorted and hung clothes. The 
members agreed that it was a worthwhile 
investment of their time. 

The FFA land laboratory consists of 
twelve acres on school property. The eight 
acres located by the high school were used 
as community sites for ten area residents 
and corn grown for experience and profit 

for the chapter. The other four acres located 
by the middle school were used for field corn 
as well. Wayne Marsman was instrumental in 
preparing and planting the corn and Jake Geb-
hardt was primary in the harvest. Despite a 
poor growing season, the fields averaged over 
100 bushels per acre. Seed corn was donated 
by Crop Production Services and Steve Alt.

As they transition into winter, the club is 
distributing the products from their annual 
fruit sale and wishing everyone a very Merry 
Christmas!

Second graders get a ride to the corn maze.

check us out online @ 
www.cedarspringspost.com
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5 LARGE 1 TOPPING PIZZAS

$2500 $1249$299
ORIGINAL ROUND

PLUS TAX

ORIGINAL ROUND
PLUS TAX

PLUS TAX

PARTY! PARTY!
PACK

PARTY PACKITALIAN CHEESE
BREAD

GD1212

OFFER EXPIRES: 1/30/13
Valid only at participating Little Caesars® locations.
Not good with any other offers.            

OFFER EXPIRES: 1/30/13
Valid only at participating Little Caesars® locations.
Not good with any other offers.            

OFFER EXPIRES: 1/30/13
Valid only at participating Little Caesars® locations.
Not good with any other offers.            

2 LARGE 1 TOPPING PIZZAS, 
CRAZY BREAD®, 8 PIECE ORDER,  

CRAZY SAUCE® 

GD1212 GD1212

FRESHLY BAKED BREAD COVERED WITH
MELTED CHEESE & TOPPED WITH ITALIAN SPICES

10 PIECE ORDER!

Byron Center 
2587 84th St. 

878-3366

Comstock Park 
4089 Alpine Ave. 

784-8460

Rockford 
400 E. Division 

866-9000

Coopersville 
1151 Randall St. 

837-7334

Lowell 
505 West Main 

897-0043

Sparta 
545 S. State St. 

887-7995

Grand Rapids 
2045 Eastern Ave. SE 

243-1531

Grandville 
4375 Chicago Dr. SW 

534-8771

Standale 
4335 Lake Michigan Dr. 

791-9080

Allendale 
6370 Lake Michigan Dr. 

895-2270

Grand Rapids 
4016 Plainfield Ave. NE 

363-3147

Jenison 
1901 Baldwin 

457-5110

Wayland 
1118 West Superior 

792-0500

Grand Rapids 
2000 Fuller Ave. NE 

364-9477

Kentwood 
5444 S. Division 

532-0281

Wyoming 
725 28th St. SW 

531-3075

Wyoming 
3556 Byron Center 

249-0247

Grand Rapids 
1245 W. Leonard NW 

451-0781

Kentwood  
6062 Kalamazoo SE 

871-9930

Caledonia 
9175 Cherry Valley 

891-1340

Kentwood 
4325 Breton Rd. SE 

301-0422

Cedar Springs 
4116 17 Mile Rd. 

696-9610 

Cascade 
4700 Cascade Rd. 

726-6677

Hudsonville
4676 32nd Ave.

662-1033

Available for a limited time at participating locations.
Prices may vary. ©2012 LCE, Inc. 37215

  HOT-N-READY®

LARGE PIZZA$555
PLUS 
TAX PEPPERONI OR CHEESE


