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Santa Claus is coming to town

Santa parade,
sales, tree lighting
and more next
Saturday,
December 7

have an arts and crafts
fair from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Businesses will be open
and running specials beginning at 10 a.m.; and
the Cedar Springs Historical Museum will do
Christmas crafts from
noon to 3 p.m.
New this year is the Red
Flannel Town Christmas
Parade, with registration
at 4:30 p.m., and parade at
5 p.m. Following the parade will be a live nativity
scene, tree lighting, caroling, and mingling with
Kris Kringle at the corner
of Main Street and Ash.
Bring the whole family
out for a fun, old-fashioned, red flannel town
Christmas
celebration!
See ad on page 8.

Are you ready to have
yourself an old-fashioned
red flannel town Christmas? Come on out and experience a day of goodwill
and cheer on Saturday,
December 7, when the Cedar Springs Area Chamber
presents “A Red Flannel
Town Christmas, Come
Mingle with Kris Kringle.”
The day will start at 9
a.m. when Creative Technologies Academy will

Letters to Santa Claus

page 2

Local Ironman

page 3

CTA school news

page 12

Outdoors/Hunting

page 15

It’s that time of year
again, when kids can’t
wait to mail their letters to Santa! To help
parents out, the Cedar Springs Post has
set up a special North
Pole drop box. Every
year dozens of kids
use our special box
for express delivery to
the North Pole, and we
make sure Santa reads
each and every one!
So, if you’d like to
send a letter to Santa,
and maybe get it printed in the newspaper,
just drop off your letter in
the bright red box labeled
“Santa Mail” outside our

Post to collect
toys for needy

office at 36 E. Maple Street,
or mail your letter to: Letters to Santa, c/o the Cedar

Springs Post, PO Box 370,
Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

Woman dies in rollover accident

A Cedar Springs
member, they both
woman died Saturgraduated from Rockday evening, when
ford High School in
the truck that she
2004. They started
and her fiancee’
dating in their sophwere riding in left
omore year, and were
the roadway and
planning to be marrolled in Algoma
ried in March. She
Township.
said they had been
According to the
to the Food, Beer,
Kent County Sherand Wine Festival in
iff
Department,
Grand Rapids, and
Bridget Brinkmeiwere less than a mile
er, 24 of Courtland
from home when the
Township, was a
accident
occurred.
passenger in a 2013
The family memChevy Silverado
ber said Bridget was
driven by Nicholas
sleeping in the back
McIntyre, 24, also
seat, and that Nichof Courtland Town- Bridget Brinkmeier, 24 of Courtland Township olas also fell asleep.
ship. The car was
She noted that his
traveling northbound on roadway and rolled over.
blood alcohol was below
Nicholas was transported the legal limit.
Northland Drive, just north
of Russell Road, about to Spectrum Butterworth
Nicholas was originally
11:43 p.m. Saturday, No- Hospital with minor in- booked into the Kent Counvember 24, when the driv- juries. Bridget was pro- ty Jail on a charge of OWI
er lost control and the car nounced dead at the scene.
Causing death, but that
According to a family charge was dismissed.
ran off the west side of the

Would you like to
do something special
for families in need
this Christmas? You
can partner with us
to provide toys for
needy children in
Kent County. The
Post is participating
in the Toys for Tots
program again this
holiday season, as
a drop off site for
toys.
Toys for Tots is a volunteer
organization whose goal is to collect new, unwrapped toys
for kids 0-16, and distribute them to children who would
not otherwise receive a gift during the holiday season. Toys
for teens are always needed.
The program runs now through the first two weeks of December. Just bring a new, unwrapped toy to our office at 36
E. Maple Street in Cedar Springs, Monday through Friday,
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. If you can’t make that time, call us to
make other arrangements.
Together we can make this Christmas special for many
children!
Police said the accident
is still under investigation,
and will be forwarded to the
Kent County Prosecutor’s
office for review.
The Algoma Fire Department, Rockford Police, and
Rockford Ambulance assisted at the scene.
Bridget is the daughter of
Bill and Jennifer Brinkmeier of Rockford. Funeral services are today, Wednesday,
November 27, at 11 a.m., at
Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Catholic
Church, in Belmont.
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The Post goes to Ireland

Hometown Hero

Rachel (Reed) Hunt and her husband Josh recently traveled across the Republic
of Ireland and took the Post with them on their adventure in the Emerald Isle. The
couple flew into Dublin, and traveled cross country to visit many historic sites,
including the ruins of medieval castles, the Cliffs of Moher, and they even kissed
the Blarney Stone! (Which is no small feat since you have to do it upside down.)
Rachel said driving on their narrow roads without shoulders was one of the hardest
things to get used to. And it was especially tricky driving through the Gap of Dunloe, a narrow winding mountain pass, with only room enough for one vehicle on
the road. But the two had a great time, and we thank you for taking us with you to
Ireland!
If readers are going on vacation, take a copy of the Post with you, snap a photo,
and send it to us with some brief information to news@cedarspringspost.com.

Troost about the reason for
the meeting or the scope of
the complaints. However, it
is believed to be about Councilmember and former mayor
Bob Truesdale. Truesdale said
that Fankhauser called him
Friday, and set up a meeting
to discuss some issues with
him, but arrived with Mayor Pro-Tem Patty Troost, so
Truesdale refused to meet
with him. “I only agreed to
meet with him one on one,”
said Truesdale.
The complaints may be in
regard to a personal letter that
Truesdale wrote to Troost, in
which he expressed his disappointment in some of her
recent actions during a city
council meeting, which he interpreted as being too friendly
with certain members of the
city staff. “There is too much
friendly banter—too much
‘palsy walsy’ going on. We

have serious issues at hand. I
felt she would be one of four
of us to stand up for change,”
he explained.
Troost also voted for
Fankhauser to be Mayor,
which was disappointing to
Truesdale. While he knew
he might not be mayor this
year and that was ok, he said
he was disappointed in the
way the vote for Mayor was
handled. He took issue with
the fact that Fankhauser was
nominated with no discussion—as if it had already been
discussed and decided on
among several of the members. “I felt they kept me in
the dark about that,” he said.
Truesdale said that if he
had it to do over again, he
would have handled things
differently. “I would not have
written the letter,” he said. “I
would’ve contacted her personally. I am sorry I didn’t do

that. I overreacted, but have
concerns about city business
that need to be addressed.”
Truesdale says he has been
frustrated over the treatment
of elderly members of the
community by certain city
staff, which is one of the areas he wants changed. He
said many of the people who
come to him with complaints
are afraid to take them to City
Hall for fear of retaliation. “I
may have been overly aggressive but people need an advocate. My heart goes out to
those who have been verbally
abused by city employees. I’ll
stop pushing when that goes
away.”
In the meantime, Truesdale
said he will reach out to both
Troost and Fankhauser, and
try to talk to them one on one
before Monday’s meeting.

Cedar Springs now
home of an Ironman

puppy, by Animals Lebanon.
After I was healthy
enough to fly, I began my
journey by flying to Paris,
France for my six-hour lay-

over. From there I hopped
a plane to London, England, and then it was on
to my next stop in Detroit,
Michigan, where I waited
through the customs of my

No Dental Insurance?
CedarRock Dental Care
announces its

Comprehensive Dental Plan
It can save anyone without dental insurance
hundreds, if not thousands, of dollars every year.

For details, call 863-7049.
Confused about ACA/Obamacare?
Let a Marketplace Registered Agent guide you. I can help you find
out if you are eligible for a subsidy, show you all of your plan options,
both on and off of the Exchange, and help you enroll in the plan
that suits you best! With me as your agent, you will have a LOCAL
representative to answer your questions and provide service all
year long. Best of all, using my services to help you shop for health
insurance doesn’t cost one penny more.

Ready to review your options?
Call me today and schedule an appointment!
Gabrielle Warner

Marketplace Registered Agent • Advanced Chartered Benefit Consultant (ACBC)

PH 616.732.9000 FAX 888-390-0441
gabwar@innovativesolutionsagency.com
PO Box 1786
Grand Rapids, MI 49501-1786
www.innovativesolutionsagency.com

new homeland. A nice
lady from Hearts of
Hope Rescue picked
me up and I was given
to a foster family until
I could visit a vet and
become healthy enough
to be adopted.
Finally, my day arrived on October12—
the day I met my
new family in Cedar
Springs! I also learned
that I am quite the celebrity
in Kent County, since my
picture also appeared in the
October issue of “Cats and
Dogs” magazine. On Hal-

loween, I even dressed up
in my army coat and hit the
town (trick or treating of
course)!
Nowadays I can be seen

playing with my new
friends Kai and Cocoa at
the local dog park in Rockford on weekends!
See you around town!

Visit us online at
cedarspringspost.com

NETWORKING
It can help your business EXPLODE !
The NORTH KENT NETWORKERS
invite you to join them
Next meeting, Wednesday, Dec. 4 at 7:00 AM
Algoma Township Office
10531 Algoma, NE • Rockford
[just South of 13 Mile Road]
TO RESERVE A SPOT PLEASE CALL or TEXT JUDY AT
616-635-1833

We are creating a NEW concept with low fees.
Come check us out!

You can probably recall a
handful of moments when
you are in complete awe of
something you witnessed
or a person who held you
in wonder and amazement.
My husband Tim and I were
recently privileged to such
an occasion.
Sunday, November 17
was the date and Tempe, Arizona the location. It all began at 6:30 a.m. as the Cedar Springs resident, Chris
Mabie, prepared to enter the
65-degree water of Tempe
Town Lake as the first leg of
the grueling Ironman competition. This 140.6 mile (a
comparable distance from
Cedar Springs to Northern
Detroit) triathlon is considered the ultimate challenge
of body, mind, and spirit.
The past 12 months have
required Mabie, a wife,
mother, and grandmother,
to spend 4–5 hours a day
6 days a week in extensive
training. At first glance,
this attractive 5-foot 3-inch,
112-pound lady may not
appear capable of such an
extreme feat. However, the
passing of her father, Jim
Swanlund, in 2012 inspired
Chris to bring awareness
to Lewy Body Dementia
(LBD). Jim was a warrior
during his two-year battle
with LBD. The disease is
the second most common
type of progressive dementia after Alzheimer’s disease, causing a progressive
decline in mental abilities
and ultimately death. To
date, over $3,000 has been
raised through Chris’s race.
You can learn more about
the LBD by visiting www.
FirstGiving.com/fundraiser/ChristinaMabie/IronmanArizona or you can
send a check directly to
Chris Mabie and she will
forward it to the fund.

Competitors must meet
the individual event cutoff times and ultimately
complete the race within
17 hours from the official
start. Only 3,000 entrees
were allowed at the Arizona
Ironman with all slots being filled within 40 seconds
after it opened online, one
year prior to the race date.
Other entry requirements
include work experience
at an Ironman event. This
year’s Arizona race included athletes from 36 countries and every state in our
nation. One lady completed her 51st Ironman event
while another man in his
80’s joined the race.
The race day gun fired at
6:50 a.m. for the approximate 30 professional level
triathletes and the remaining 2,707 started at 7 a.m.
after entering the water in
preparation for the 2.4-mile
swim. This is always the
most dangerous scene as
swimmers spar for space
and air. The black wetsuits
with arms completing circular movements in the water
reminded me of a massive
school of flying fish. Chris
described the swim as “brutal.” She finished this first
leg in 1 hour, 22 minutes,
and 17 seconds landing her
in 24th position within her
rank (females 50-54).
Upon exiting the water,
she quickly entered a tent
to remove the wet suit and
jump into appropriate clothing for the next leg.
With the clock ticking,
athletes must find their bike,
helmet, fluids, and food for
next several hours. Chris
knew she must consume
about 300 calories an hour
along with adequate water
to keep her body expelling
the level of energy required.
As her husband Tim,

m o m ,
mother-inlaw, sisters
and their
families,
along with
Tim and I,
stood waiting at the
bike shoot
to
shout
a few encouraging
words,
C h r i s
found us and started shouting “Hi!” with a big smile
on her face, waved, and
then picked up her speed.
I felt exhausted just from
watching her swim! Chris
on the other hand looked
alive and excited for her
upcoming 112-mile bike
adventure through the Sonoran Desert. Mabie Fans
positioned themselves at
various spots for a quick
glimpse of Chris along the
limited viewing areas of the
bike trail. She finished this
leg in 6 hours, 6 minutes,,
and 13 seconds at an average speed of 18.35/miles
per hour which moved her
up to finishing that leg in
19th within her rank.
The third and final leg
mandates a full marathon
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The Immigrant Dog Experience
My name is Spencer DeGroot and I just moved in
with my new family, who
lives in Cedar Springs. I
was rescued off the streets
of Beirut, Lebanon, as a

Mayor calls special meeting
Cedar Springs Mayor Mark
Fankauser has called a special
meeting to hear complaints
against a public officer.
The decision was made on
Friday, November 22, sometime after 5 p.m. to hold the
meeting on Monday, November 25. A notice was posted,
on the bulletin board inside
of City Hall, but there was a
question as to whether people
could actually see the notice
through the doors, and so
the meeting for November
25 was cancelled. Under the
Michigan open meetings act,
a public notice must be given
within 18 hours of the special
meeting, and it must be accessible.
The meeting has since been
rescheduled for Monday, December 2 at 7 p.m.
The Post was unable to
contact Mayor Fankhauser
or Mayor Pro-Tem Patricia

Zachary D Boorsma graduated from Navy boot
camp July 19, 2013, at Recruit Training Command
in Great Lakes, Illinois. He remained in Great
Lakes to continue his training and just graduated
from A school on November 13, 2013. MMFR
Boorsma will be stationed in Norfolk, VA and has
been assigned to the USS Harry S Truman.
MMFR Boorsma, 19, is a 2012 graduate of Cedar Springs High School and the son of Dave and
Kristal Boorsma, of Cedar Springs.
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or 26.2 miles on foot! Yes,
a full marathon! Just try to
imagine this after swimming 2.4 miles and biking
112 miles! The same transition site was used for the
swim to bike also allows for
the bike to be parked, shoes
changed, and a starting
point for the run.
Chris was given encouragement from short
spurts of communication
with her hubby and family
along with posters made
by friends from back home
held up for Chris to see.
The race was broadcast live
online allowing friends and
family to follow Chris every step of the way and to
include a full visual view at
Ironman - continues on page 16

News, Advertising & Announcement Deadline: Mondays by 5:00p.m.

Office Hours: The POST is open Monday
through Friday from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm.

2013 Subscription Rate:

One price for all..................................... $25 per year

Happy Thanksgiving

The POST will be closed Thursday,
November 28 and Friday, November 29
for the Thanksgiving holiday.
We will re-open on Monday, December 2 at 10 am.

rowland’s
surplus ouTleT

SUPPORT OUR LOCAL FFA CHAPTER
The Annual Cedar Springs
Fruit Sale is Underway
To place an order or
for questions call
Mr. Reyburn @
616-696-1200 Ext. 6131

SALE ITEmS

Navel Oranges 40-80/large box, Grapefruit
36-48/large box, Tangelos 80-120/large box
Red Delicious, Golden Delicious, Empire
Apples-All apples 120-80/box

PRICES

All Fruit-Full Case=$35 Half Case=$23 Bag=$17

Tarps

Area’s Largest
Selection!

AbSoLute beSt PriceS!

rowland’s surplus
Muskegon St. • Cedar Springs

616-696-9716
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Church

Directory

Church Connection

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30pm • Sundays at 10:00 am & 5:00 pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

Pastor Craig Carter
North Kent Community Church

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. • Sparta, MI 49345

(Since 1946) Non-Denominational
pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm
Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

Heard from heaven

Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd.



Pastor: Robert Eckert
866-4298
www.coumc.com




sunday Worship: 10 aM


Bible study: 11:15 aM Monday


enhance
fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f




















sunday schedule:
TWO WOrshIP serVIces at 9:00 a.m.

and 11:30 a.m.








suPerVIsed nursery care PrOVIded



10:00 a.m. coffee Fellowship downstairs
10:15
a.m. christian education FOr all aGes



Pastor Mary Ivanov




Firs

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am
Sunday Evening Worship 5pm
Sunday Youth Group 6:30pm

233 S. Main Street
696-1630

Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

rch
s t c hu
b a p t iced
ar spr ing s
of

Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church
10 am Sunday worship
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont

(616)784-1111

(corner of Pine Island, 1/4 mile west of Exit 95 of US 131)

2 Chronicles 7:14: “If my people, who are called by my name,
will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from
their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive
their sin and will heal their land.” (NIV)
It is Sunday, November 24, at approximately 9 p.m., and I am
taking a moment to reflect on one of the most amazing “Community Thanksgiving Services” I have ever attended. Tonight, I had
the privilege, as did hundreds of others, to hear three powerful testimonies from three different men in our community. These men
shared their stories with honesty, vulnerability and great a deal of
humility. It took a lot of courage for them to share. Ultimately,
their stories were filled with love, forgiveness, and redemption in
Jesus Christ. They revealed how amazing God was to hear their
cries and heal their lives. Their changed lives and testimonies have
inspired me to write this article and remind men everywhere that
Jesus Christ loves them! In fact, I am convinced that we are in a
season of healing for the lives of people, but men in particular.
The souls of men have been beaten and left for dead, by the
culture and cares of this life. Men are searching for meaning and
purpose now more than ever. They realize that the pursuit of suc-

Keeping the Faith

www.holyspiritbelmont.org

cess and the accumulation of possessions do not satisfy. Men are
being driven to fill this void with so many things, yet none of them
bring the peace that Jesus offers. The overriding theme in these
testimonies was that they were men who had come to the end of
themselves. They were tired and weary from the demands of life,
and the expectations placed on them as men. They humbled themselves and turned to God. They found a loving God who cared and
was willing to save and heal them. God showed them He was listening to their hearts. So, He lovingly reached down from heaven
and healed them and brought them peace.
If you are a man reading this article, how are you doing? Do
you know God is listening? Do you know He wants to heal your
heart and free you from your burdens? You, like these three men,
can find comfort and assurance in knowing God will, “hear you
from heaven” and heal you. The Apostle Peter offered us this great
advice when he wrote, “Humble yourselves, therefore, under
God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all
your anxiety on him because he cares for you (1 Peter 5:6-7 NIV).
If this is you, humble yourself! Cast your burdens on the Lord and
he will remove them from you, because he cares for you!
Thank you to the three men who humbled themselves to God.
Your lives are an inspiring example to us all!
Happy thanksgiving!

Never Left
Hanging

of feet above the ground. Stuck as he is, and with no one else
to call upon, he looks heavenward and prays: “Dear God! Please
Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
help me!”
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM
A thunderous but calming voice answers from heaven: “Okay,
Word of Life Clubs
There is a story told a hundred differ- my son, let go and I will catch you.” The man thinks about this
Wednesday 6:30 PM
ent ways but with the same punch line: offer for a moment and answers: “Thanks…but is there anyone
Adult Bible Study
12786 Algoma Ave • Cedar Springs
A man falls off a cliff, and just before else up there who can help me?”
Wednesday 7:00 PM
www.MBC-Cedar.com
696-3560
Sometimes – on rare and unusual occasions – God intervenes.
plunging to his death, grabs hold of the
He
speaks. He acts. And when he does, it often results in more
skinniest
of
tree
branches.
For
the
moMary Queen of Apostles Church/St. Clara Mission
By Ronnie McBrayer ment he is alive, but hanging thousands trepidation than if he had remained silent. Think of Moses, bareRoman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple | Sand Lake, MI | 636-5671
foot at the burning bush; Jacob
Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am & 12:00 noon
in a surprise wrestling match
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm
You Have A Choice…
There Is A Difference.
with God’s Angel; Saul, blind
Mass at St. Clara (4584 N. Bailey Rd., Coral, MI) Easter-October
Grant Chapel
Newaygo Chapel
and blathering on the Damascus
Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org
45 E. Main Street
226 State Road
road.
Grant, MI 49327
Newaygo, MI 49337
Advent, which begins this
PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
Phone: (231) 834-5613
Phone: (231) 652-5613
week,
is no exception. God
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery
speaks – God arrives – and the
Sunday School 9:45
world is shattered. Shepherds
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.
quake. Angels sing. Awe-inMIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.
spired Magi bow. Mary trembles. Joseph, a stunned carDavid J. Fields
penter, probably wonders if
Pioneer Christian Reformed Church
Licensed Funeral Director-Owner
ServicesServices
at Cedarfield
Community
Center Center
at Cedarfield
Community
someone “else up there” could
3592 173592
Mile17RD
NERd.
(Next
Meijer)
Mile
NEto
(Next
to Meijer)
deliver him from the delivery of
A.J.
McKinley
Charles
M.
McKinley
Phone: 696-9120
Web:
www.pioneercrc.org
Phone: 696-9120 Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Licensed Funeral Director-Retired
Licensed Funeral Director
Sunday Sunday
Services:
10AM, 10AM,
6PM 6PM
this child.
Services:
Pastor:Pastor:
Jim Alblas
www.fieldsmckinley.com
Jim Alblas
What was it all about? All
of these characters were asked
Two Convenient Locations Serving Your Needs
to “leap” from their perches
Rockford Springs Community Church
Pastor David Vander Meer
and believe that the swaddlingIndependently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 years
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656
wrapped-manger-for-a-crib
www.rockfordsprings.org
baby is indeed the Promised
Sunday WorShip
One of God. Are we not asked to
9:30am • 5:00pm
believe the same; that God has
spoken and is speaking? Yes,
SAND LAKE
when one speaks of “hearing
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
God’s voice,” it might be time to
65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
call the paddy wagon. Great luRev. Darryl Miller
Worship Service 9:30 am • Children’s Church 9:30 am
nacies have been committed by
Worship
11
a.m.
Family Night - Thursdays 5:30-7pm
individuals convinced that they
22 Mile Road
Worship
11 a.m.
Worship
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Center
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were on a divine mission. Some
Solon Center Wesleyan Church
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Faith - continues on page 5
New Ideas, Traditional Worship

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze
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Dad has left a legacy of love... We miss you Dad!!!
Tracy • Lisa • Jimmy • Jackie • Jason • Scott • David • Nick • Tim
Penny • Aaron • Mac • Ben • Thomas • Holly • Charlie • Mike
Sara • Molly • Lee • Chris • Robbie • Heather • Heidi • Micheal
Julie • Chad • Chelsea • Tim • Abby • Jacob • Kaylah • Nick • Austin
Dani • Jason • Brianna • Drew • Nick • Korrie • Emily • Dawson
Kyler • Quaden • Cason • Steven • Nathan • Aleah • Alayna • Steven
Adrianna • Abram • Brody • Lucas • Alivia • Seth • Ryker • Leda • Josephine
Gabriella • Isaac • Keegan • Levi • Kyla • Jayden • Avery • Kameran • Issac • Lane
Brystol • Chloe • Oliver • Jonathan • and coming in January 2014 baby girl Gitchel

Faith
...continued from page 4

Voices/views

Post Scripts

spiritually naïve (or sell a pile of books during
the holiday season).
Yet, on rare and unusual occasions, God intervenes with a voice booming in our hearts, and
we are called to exercise ruthless trust. But, he
is trustworthy, and will never leave us hanging.
Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist,
pastor, and author of multiple books. You can
read more and receive regular e-columns in
your inbox at www.ronniemcbrayer.me.

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350
words. The subject should be relevant to local readers, and the editor reserves the right to reject letters
or edit for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns. All submissions MUST be accompanied by full name, mailing address and daytime phone
number. We use this information to verify the letter’s
authenticity. We do not print anonymous letters, or
acknowledge letters we do not use. Email to news@
cedarspringspost.com, or send to PostScripts, Cedar
Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

Publish Your

Time to move on

• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement
• Anniversary *• In Memory * • Thank you
• Congratulations

For over 70 years there was a cooperative
spirit between Red Flannel Festival volunteers
and city officials who worked together to promote Cedar Springs for the good of the entire
community. That all changed in 2011 when the
in
economy took a serious downturn and the city
could no longer justify costs associated with
the festival, as taxpayer services and staff were
for only $20 without photo
negatively impacted. As a result, the Festival
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)
Board threatened a lawsuit if the city didn’t pay
50 word limit
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.
for use of the long john logo. After almost two
years, facing what would surely
be a prolonged court fight and
Bliss-Witters & Pike
considering the subsequent costs
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and to taxpayers, the Council votoperated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel ed to move forward with a new
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland logo. During last Thursday’s
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days council meeting, members were
a week.
openly castigated for doing so
by those RFF volunteers who
refuse to accept the decision and
who seemed determined to promote more divisiveness within
our community. I found it telling
that they left immediately after
speaking, not caring about any13603 Northland Drive
thing else but their own agenda.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
After all the Festival’s de(616) 696-1410
mands for taxpayer dollars, I
Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant
found it ironic that a woman

took to the podium to quite proudly proclaim
the Festival Board’s success in taking care of everything (costs) themselves this year, except for
police support at the beer tent. (She explained
that an outside security would have been used
but the City charged less.) You just can’t beat
that good old American can-do spirit, the concept of pulling one’s own weight! Had that been
done in the first place, it would have been a winwin situation for everyone. The city vehicles,
stationary, street signs, etc. would have continued to be free advertising for the yearly festival
and the citizens would have their red flannels. I
found it odd that the Festival recently offered a
new business free use of the Red Flannel logo
when it is being held for ransom from the city.
The whole issue surrounding the logo boiled
down to nothing more than pride, arrogance,
and unwillingness to do what was best for Cedar
Springs. There is plenty of blame to go around
for all involved but, the Council, having no other viable option, has voted, with heavy hearts,
to move on. That can only happen if people

will stop the rumors, gossip, and hateful vitriol
that is taking place throughout the community
and on social media and embrace the future.
Friendships have been lost, families divided and
enough is enough! Take a step back and work to
restore good relationships within our city for the
good of all.
Cedar Springs will always be known as the
“Red Flannel Capital Of The World”. Google
that title and you can find as many as seven
websites where our city’s name shows up as just
that. That isn’t going to change. It’s time to support the Chamber of Commerce, an entity that
is trying to bring back a spirit of cohesiveness
and community to our town. Business owners
are joining in and Shawn Kiphart has worked
tirelessly, and at great cost to himself personally, to improve community relations. Let’s all do
our part to make that happen. We can’t change
yesterday, tomorrow is a new day, let’s make it
good.
Kathy Bremmer, Cedar Springs

Dinner at the Legion

Dec. 2: American Legion, 80 Main St. Cedar Springs, is
hosting a meatloaf dinner on Monday, November 18th,
from 5 – 7 pm. Included will be mashed potatoes & gravy,
veggies, salad, dessert and drinks. Special price for dinner
$8, children $4.50. Enjoy home cooking. Take out is
available. 616-696-9160. #48p

TOPS weight loss support group

Dec. 3: Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit
weight loss support group for men and women, meets every
Tuesday at the Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sand Lake.
Your first visit is free so come check out what TOPS can
do to help you reach your weigh loss goals! Weigh-ins
8:15-9am, meeting starts at 9:15am. In case of inclement
weather, meetings are cancelled if Tri-County or Cedar
Springs schools are closed. Call Martha at 696-1039 for
more information. #48

Preschoolers “Dark in the Planetarium”

Dec. 3: Learning about the stars, moon, sun and possibly
snowflakes. Children will learn the sun is hot, and the snow
is cold. They will be told how humankind wants to visit the
moon or other planets far, far away,and we will be exploring
our earth of planets, trees, and animals. Rain or shine,
please dress for the weather. 10:30 to 12 pm. Donation of $4
per child. Ages 3 – 6. Howard Christensen Nature Center,
16190 Red Pine Dr., Kent City, 616-675-3158. #48

Mommy’s Day Out - “You deserve a
Break”

Dec. 5: Every Thursday through the Winter (Feb. 2014).
Cheaper than daycare and more fun. We will make crafts
(they take home), take walks, play with gentle animals, and
learn of new things each week. Please bring your child’s
lunch. Mom can go shopping, get your hair done, take a
long nap and do not for Christmas preparation! Provision
can be made for earlier or later drop off or pickup. 10 am
to 3 pm. $20 per child, per day ($15 ea. for two children of
the same family.) Limited to 10 children – please reserve
ahead. Howard Christensen Nature Center, 16190 Red Pine
Dr., Kent City, 616-675-3158. #48
coming soon:
on stage
Actors de Arte Ensemble presents

november 29 & 30

showtimes: Friday @ 7:30pm
saturday @ 2:00pm & 8pm

A great holiday teat. The story of an
Americian family from 1917-1950’s and their courage
and fortitude in those troubled years. This play is
reminiscent of Thornton Wilder’s “Our Town”

AdmiSSiOn: Adults $10
Students $4 • Seniors $8

Kent theatre

616-696-SHOW (7469)
www.kenttheatre.com

8 N. Main St., Cedar Springs

COming SOOn!

Dates to be DetermineD
*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

Dec. 7: Old School Community Center, Annual Holiday
Bazaar and Santa Day, on Saturday, December 7th, 142 N.
Main St. in Casnovia. Craft show 7 am – 2 pm. All you can
eat Lions Club Breakfast 7 am – 10 am. Cookie decorating
for the kids. Santa visits 10 am til noon. Free horse drawn
wagon rides 10 am till noon. BBQ lunch served at noon.
Come shop and enjoy the fun. For more information call
Linda at 616-675-7729. #48

Spencer Township Senior Christmas
Potluck

Dec. 7: There will be a Senior Christmas Potluck Dinner at
Spencer Township, 14960 Meddler, Gowen, on December
7 from 1 to 3 pm. Bring a dish to pass. Meat, potatoes, rolls
and coffee provided. #48,49p

Sand Lake Christmas Craft & Variety Sale

Dec. 14: There will be a Craft and Variety Sale on December
14th from 9 am to 5 pm at Home Town Pizza, 46 W. Lake,
Sand Lake. #48,49p

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

classic kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

Crossword Theme:
THANKSGIVING
ACROSS
1. Trigonometry ratio
6. *It offers three games on Thanksgiving
9. Beauty salon sound
13. Throat dangler
14. Chapter in history
15. Connect by dialing
16. An episode of “The Brady Bunch,” e.g.
17. Boozehound
18. Sty sounds
19. Edit for publication
21. *Thanksgiving cause for celebration
23. Tokyo, formerly
24. Done to a heart?
25. Loquacious person’s gift
28. Medicinal house plant
30. Be owned by
35. *You don’t want turkey cooked this
way
37. *Running all day?
39. Mekong or Zaire
40. Jack-in-the-pulpit, e.g.
41. Relating to birth
43. ___ Scotia
44. Shaped like a cone
46. Stretched ride
47. Capital of Ukraine
48. Catch in a snare
50. Vegas glow
52. Brut, as in champagne
53. Type of carpet
55. Wicked Witch of the West to Dorothy
57. *Thanksgiving dessert ingredient
61. *Presidential act
64. Quick
65. Toothpaste type
67. “M*A*S*H” extra
69. Traction aid
70. Swedish shag rug
71. _____ acid
72. Windshield option
73. Asian capital
74. Bowling alleys

9. Gangster’s blade
10. “All or ____”
11. Signs
12. Exterminator’s target
15. Hotel employee
20. Part of gastro-intestinal system
22. Priestly garb
24. Get-together
25. *Followed with “amen”
26. Packers’ quarterback
DOWN
27. Force of the blow
1. Mutt
29. West Wing’s office
2. Ham radio ending
31. Clickable text
3. “Absolutely!”
32. Shaped like an egg
4. Circumvent
33. “Never say _____”
5. *One of two countries celebrating 34. *Meal topper
Thanksgiving
36. Arab ruler
6. *It fills once again on Turkey Day
38. Christening acquisition
7. “To” follower
42. Washing sponge
8. Wood turning device
45. Last resting spot

CEDAR SPRINGS

Red Flannel Christmas – Come Mingle with
Kris Kringle
Dec. 7: Come celebrate the kick off to the Christmas
season with a Red Flannel Town Christmas, presented by the Cedar Springs Area Chamber of Commerce.
Creative Technologies Academy will have an arts and
crafts fair from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.; local businesses will
be open and running specials beginning at 10 a.m.;
and the Cedar Springs Historical Museum will do
Christmas crafts from noon to 3 p.m. New this year is
the Red Flannel Town Christmas Parade, with registration at 4:30 p.m., and parade at 5 p.m. Following
the parade will be a live nativity scene, tree lighting,
caroling, and mingling with Kris Kringle at the corner
of Main Street and Ash. Bring the whole family out
for a fun, old-fashioned, red flannel town Christmas
celebration.
Second annual Christmas concert at the Kent
Dec. 14: The Cedar Springs Area Chamber of Commerce will be hosting a Christmas Concert at the Kent
Theatre on Saturday, December 14, from 3 p.m. to
5 p.m. The Cedar View Choir will perform this year,
along with some performers from last year and more.
Bring the family and have some fun. Admission is $5,
and free for kids under age 5.
Make a gingerbread house
Dec. 14: Calling all Kids to decorate a Gingerbread
House at the Cedar Springs Public Library. Sign up for
one of three sessions: 10 a.m., 11 a.m., or 12 p.m. All
ages welcome, preschoolers must have parent present.
Stop by the library to register or call 616-696-1910.
Christmas Dance Extravaganza at the Kent
Dec. 15: The Cedar Springs Area Chamber of Commerce will host a Christmas Dance Extravaganza at
the Kent on Sunday, December 15, from 3 to 5 p.m.
They have a variety of dance styles lined up to perform. Bring out the family and have some fun. Tickets
are $10, and free for those under age 5.

GREENVILLE

Hometown Christmas
Dec. 6: Come and celebrate “A Hometown Christmas” in beautiful Historic, downtown Greenville. It’s
so much more than just a parade. Events start with a
Santa park party from 4 to 5:30 p.m. at Lafayette Park
(next to the bakery). Santa will visit with children, and
pose for photos with kids; there will be face painting,
live Christmas music, hot cocoa and cookies, and
plenty of holiday merriment. The tree lighting ceremony begins at 5:45 p.m. at Lafayette Park. Santa will
do the honors and light the tree. The parade follows
at 6 p.m., and then kids can visit with Santa at the
Flat River Museum immediately following the parade
until 8 p.m.
Heritage Holiday Village
Dec. 8: 1 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at Montcalm Community College. Free. Enjoy an old-fashioned holiday in
the village, including caroling, crafts, photos with an
0ld-fashioned St. Nicholas, and more. 2800 College
Drive, Sidney, Michigan 48885.

49. Sigma ___ Epsilon
51. Everyday
54. Ticked off
56. Swelling
57. End to hostilities
58. Wrinkly fruit
59. Demeanor
60. Surveyor’s map
61. Blueprint
62. Thor’s father
63. Typical start of workday
66. Part of the beholder
68. As opposed to “sin” in
trigonometry
Answers - on page 14

Tree of Lights Celebration
Dec. 8, 17: On Sunday, December 8, the Spectrum
Health Foundation United & Kelsey Hospitals will
hold its annual Tree of Lights celebration at 4 p.m.
at United Hospital in Greenville. On Tuesday, December 17 at 6:30 p.m. the Tree of Love celebration
will be held at United Church of Christ, 115 W Fifth
Street in Lakeview. Funds raised from this year’s Tree
of Lights and Tree of Love will help purchase a video
laryngoscope for both United and Kelsey Hospitals.
A laryngoscope is a lifesaving medical device used to
place breathing tubes in a patient who is unable to
breathe on his or her own. Enjoy the musical sounds
of the season, delicious refreshments and listen as the
names of those who are read.

SAND LAKE

Polar Express Party
Dec. 11: All aboard! Hop on the Polar Express and
enjoy a magical storytime train ride at the Sand Lake/
Nelson Township Library at 6:30 p.m. Play games,
make a reindeer ornament, enjoy an edible train and
more at this cozy holiday party. For all ages. The library is located at 88 Eighth Street.
Christmas with Santa
Dec. 14: Santa will be at the Sand Lake/Nelson
Township Library from 10 a.m. to Noon a.m. on Saturday, December 8. Visit with Santa and enjoy crafts
and treats. Gifts aplenty for the first 200 children!
Prize drawings will be held. For all ages.

SPARTA

Pet night with Santa
Dec. 12: 6-8 pm in Santa House, 94 N. Union. Bring
your furry friends to visit with Santa! Photo with
$3.00 donation or pet food or blanket donation to go
to the Humane Society.
Santa Train visits Sparta
Dec. 14: The Santa
Train will visit Sparta at
approximately 10 a.m.
(visit www.spartachamber.com for exact time.)
Follow Santa in the kid’s
parade to the Santa
House and visit Santa until 1 p.m. Boy Scout Troop
280 will serve hot cocoa,
and the Coffee Stop will
give out free samples
of gourmet coffee. Find
Bruce the chestnut grower and try a free roasted
chestnut. There will also
be free horse and trolley
rides until 2 p.m.
Santa in Santa house
Dec. 19 and 21: Santa
will be in the Santa house
(94 N. Union) on Thursday, Dec. 19 from 6-8
p.m., and on Saturday,

B F C
aby’s

irst

We want to give you the opportunity to celebrate your baby’s very
first Christmas in a special way.
The Cedar Springs POST will
be featuring area newborns in “Baby’s First
Christmas,” a special
feature for babies
celebrating
their
first Christmas.
Photos will be
run at no cost to
our readers, but
space is limited so
get your photos in early. Deadline is Monday,

December 21, from 11 to1 p.m. Bring your own camera.
Living Nativity
Dec. 21-Dec. 24: The Ballard Church of Christ, 1633
10 Mile Road, presents “The Living Nativity” from 7 to
8:30 p.m., Dec. 21-24.
Horse drawn trolley rides
Dec. 24: Horse drawn trolley rides from 6-9 p.m.
Loading area and treats at Sparta Fire Department.

SPENCER TOWNSHIP

Gingerbread Lane
December 5: Stroll down Gingerbread Lane at the
Spencer Township Library and enjoy tasty gingerbread stories from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. Each child will
make a simple gingerbread house. Pre-registration
is required and participant spots are limited. For all
ages. Arts and crafts.

100
OFF

$

ay

Dec. 1-13: The Sand Lake Chamber of Commerce is
sponsoring Sand Lake Christmas Starting Sunday December
1st at Salisbury Park with a Christmas Concert and Carols
by Resurrection Lutheran Preschool at 6:30 pm and Tree
Lighting at 7 pm. Monday, December 2nd, “Adopt at Family”
for Christmas Giving Trees in local businesses, sponsored by
the Sand Lake/Nelson Township KDL, Friday and Saturday,
December 6 and 7 there will be an Indoor Live Nativity at
Sand Lake United Methodist. December 13th will be Kick off
of 12 Days of Christmas in Sand Lake. #48

Annual Holiday Bazaar and Santa Day

Rest in Peace

A new business was opening and one of the owner’s
friends wanted to send him flowers for the occasion.
They arrived at the new business site and the owner
read the card, “Rest in Peace.”
The owner was angry and called the florist to complain.
After he had told the florist of the obvious mistake
and how angry he was, the florist replied,
“Sir, I’m really sorry for the mistake, but rather than
getting angry, you should imagine this, ‘Somewhere
there is a funeral taking place today and they have flowers with a note saying, ‘Congratulations on your new
location.’”

Page 7
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Hometown Happenings articles are a community service for nonprofit agencies only. Due to popular demand for placement in this
section, we can no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is
Monday at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles will run as
space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions
may apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name and
phone number for any questions we may have.

Dec. 6: Due to the generosity of the late Evelyn Cossin, there are
limited funds available to assist families in need for Christmas.
The funds are available only to families living in the Cedar
Springs city limits. Please send or bring letters requesting
assistance to: Cedar Springs United Methodist Church, 140
S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs, MI 49319, C/O Janet
Avery. All letters should include some brief summary of your
need for assistance. Letters must be submitted and post marked
and received NO later than, Friday, December 6th. If awarded
assistance, a letter will be sent informing you of your pick up
time at Cedar Springs UMC. #48
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Christmas Fund Distribution
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Arts/entertainment

The Cedar Springs Post

Wednesday, November 27, 2013
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hristmas

December 16 by 5:00 p.m. and pictures with name and date of birth will
appear in the December 19th issue.
We cannot guarantee return of
photos. Show the community your precious gift!
Photos
may
be
dropped off at the
Cedar Springs POST
- 36 E. Maple St., or
mailed to Baby’s First
Christmas, P.O. Box
370, Cedar Springs,
MI 49319, or emailed to
news@cedarspringspost.
com

$100 OFF
$100 OFF
$100 OFF

at

Larry’s

NORTHTOWN
Furniture & Appliance
Any Sofa in stock
Any Recliner in stock
Any Refrigerator
699.95 & up

$

$100 OFF

Any Dinette Set

$100 OFF

Any Mattress Set

599.95 & up

$

599.95 & up

$

$100 OFF Any Gas or Electric Range

599.95 & up

$

PLUS Many More In StoRE Specials!
Larry’s

Discounts apply to In StoCK merchandise onLy

NORTHTOWN
Furniture & Appliance
Northtown Greenville
6481 Greenville Rd. • Greenville

• Delivery Available
• Layaway Available
• Gift Certificates Available

(616) 754-6101

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. & Sat. 9-6 • Fri. 9-7

ome
for
the
H
H olidays
The Cedar Springs Post
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Christmas Concert at The Simple precautions
Springs Church
promote safe and
The Springs Church
Worship Team is hosting
a Christmas Concert at
The Springs Church, 135
N. Grant Street, at 6:30
p.m. on Saturday, December 20. You will hear
some of your favorite,
fun Christmas songs and
experience some great
entertainment for the
whole family. Let us help
get you in the Christmas
spirit! All proceeds will
go to the church’s Bless
The Children ministries
to help kids in our community with clothing and
other needs. Tickets are
$3 a person or $10 a family. For more information
please call the church office at 696-2970. Don’t
miss out on this wonderful Christmas event!

Letters to Santa
It’s that time of year again, when kids can’t wait to mail their letters to Santa! To help
parents out, the Cedar Springs Post has set up a special North Pole drop box. Every
year dozens of kids use our special box for express delivery to the North Pole, and we
make sure Santa reads each and every one! So, if you’d like to send a letter to Santa,
and maybe get it printed in the newspaper, just drop off your letter in the bright red box
labeled “Santa Mail” outside our office at 36 E. Maple Street, or mail your letter to:
Letters to Santa, c/o the Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.
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The Cedar Springs Area
Chamber of Commerce presents:

W

ishing you
blessings of health,
happiness & success on

Thanksgiving
& always!

Saturday, December 07, 2013

(we will have a photographer on hand for pictures)
There will be food, holiday treats, hot chocolate, music
and caroling. So bring the family out for a fun,
old-fashioned Red Flannel Town Christmas celebration.

Don’t
Miss:

Second Annual Kent Theatre Christmas Concert
Hosted by the Cedar Springs Area Chamber of Commerce

Saturday, December 14, 2013 3pm to 5pm

At the Kent Theatre - $5 tickets and free if under 5 years of age.
Performances by the Cedar View Choir and a couple of last year’s performers

Christmas Dance Extravaganza at the Kent
Hosted by the Cedar Springs Area Chamber of Commerce

Sunday, December 15, 2013 3pm to 5pm

$10 tickets and free if under 5 years of age!
A variety of dance styles will be performed at this dance extravaganza

Bring ou
t
the famil
y
and have
some fun
!

From the Michigan State Police

The Michigan State Police (MSP) Lakeview Post
reminds holiday shoppers that following a few safety
precautions can help this season remain fun for all.
“A primary factor in crime prevention is being aware
of your surroundings and potential areas of danger,”
stated Trooper Keith Disselkoen of the Lakeview Post.
“By staying alert and following a few safety tips, most
holiday crimes can be avoided.”
Mall shopping safety tips:
Avoid shopping alone. Use the buddy system whenever possible.
Park in well-lit, well-trafficked areas. Always lock
your vehicle and put away any valuables.
Have your keys in hand before exiting the shopping
area and returning to your vehicle.
Do not keep packages in plain view in your vehicle;
keep packages in the trunk of your car or covered by
a blanket.
Be alert, pay attention to your surroundings and
move with a purpose; don’t dally.
Carry your purse close to your body. If at all possible, do not bring a purse. Keep your wallet in a front
or zipped pocket.
Do not carry large amounts of cash. Bring just one
credit or debit card.
Do not count cash in open areas, especially after
leaving an ATM machine.
Remain vigilant of your environment by paying
close attention to where you are and knowing what
you would do if something happened.
Remember where you are located within buildings
and where the nearest emergency exit is.
If you see something suspicious, immediately notify
law enforcement.
Online shopping safety tips:
Shop only on Internet sites of companies you know
and trust.
Only use secure Web sites. To determine if a web
site is secure, look for a key or closed padlock at the
bottom browser window and a URL that begins with
“https,” not just “http.”
Protect your personal information. Read the retailer’s Web site privacy policy and never provide your
Social Security number, birth date or mother’s maiden name.
Ensure your computer has the latest anti-virus software installed before shopping online.
Beware of E-mails offering cut-rate prices on popular items; if the offer sounds too good to be true, it
probably is.

from all of us at
The POST

“COME MINGLE WITH KRIS KRINGLE”
• CTA Creates Arts and Crafts Fair 9am to 3pm
• Local participating businesses open and running specials 10am
• C.S. Historical Museum Christmas Crafts 12pm to 3pm
• A Red Flannel Town Christmas Parade (4:30pm line up) approximately 5pm
If interested in participating in the parade - Call Perry @ 616-439-0890
• Live Nativity Scene after the parade about 5:20
• Tree Lighting, Caroling and Mingling with Kris Kringle 5:30ish

fun holiday shopping

Sand Lake Christmas 2013

Sand Lake Chamber of Commerce
Christmas Tree Lighting Sunday December 1st
Sponsored by

•
•
•

Christmas Concert & Carols 6:30 pm, presented by Resurrection Lutheran Preschool
Tree Lighting 7:00 pm - Thank you to ARK’s Electric for putting the lights on our tree!
Buy an Ornament to place on the tree - 50¢ - $1.50 depending on the size & you can personalize it!

Indoor Live Nativity Friday and Saturday December 6 & 7
At Sand Lake United Methodist Church

Journey to the city of Bethlehem and register your family for the census.Visit the market place; stroll past the inn and
onward to the manger where the baby Jesus lay. Shepherds will greet you, Angels will sing for you, and friends will
meet you in the courtyard for refreshments. Don’t forget to direct the 3 wise men to the manger on your way home.

ome
for the
H
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Easy ways to get your family and
home ready for the festivities
(Family Features) From hectic trips to the shopping
mall to the costly expenses of gift giving, the holidays
can bring about many frustrations. With a little bit of
organization you’ll be ready to take on the holidays
and enjoy the spirit of the season.
The many expectations of the holidays can make
even the most laid-back people a bit stressed out.
This year, face the festivities with a few tips to help
you keep things in control, giving you extra time to
sit back and enjoy this special time with family and
friends.
Here are a few tips for a carefree, relaxed holiday:
Organize your spending budget
Holiday expenses can pile up fast, especially if you
haven’t set a budget for gifts. Though it may be too late
to set aside a monthly allotment for your big shopping
bonanza, it’s important to sit down with your family
to come up with a number that won’t set your finances
back well into the new year.
Stock up on essentials
Avoid the hectic, last-minute rush by ensuring
you have plenty of holiday essentials on hand. Some
must-have items include holiday cards, stamps, gift
wrapping supplies, and, perhaps the most important
of items, batteries. Look for long lasting types, such
as Energizer® Ultimate Lithium batteries, which are

Tour of
lights
There’s nothing like the warm glow
of Christmas lights this time of year
to give you a good dose of Christmas
cheer!
Every year The Cedar Springs POST
hosts a Tour of Lights giving area residents the scoop on where the hot spots
for Christmas lights are glowing.
In order for us to make an accurate
listing, one that includes YOUR house
as a “drive-by” we need you to lead the
way.
Simply mail your name and address
to Tour of Lights, P.O. Box 370, Cedar
Springs, MI 49319. You can also email
them to news@cedarspringspost.com
or call the office at 616-696-3655 to let
us know.
We’ll be listing of all the addresses we receive so that our readers can
enjoy the Christmas glow without the
endless searching in between. Remember, after Thanksgiving, Christmas comes in a flash - so there’s not
time to delay! Send us your address for
Tour of Lights today!

ensure you haven’t missed anyone or any additional
items. For instance, if purchasing popular gifts, like
children’s toys and flashlights, be sure to also include
a set of batteries, such as Energizer® Max® batteries.
These batteries have a shelf life of 10 years. They hold
power so you always have it when you need it most.
Compare before you buy
Check online for the best deals on high-end items,
such as electronics and jewelry. Though this process
may be a little time consuming, it can save you big
bucks.
Whether you’re afraid of over-extending your finances or you just need a little direction for clearing
the pre-holiday clutter, use this list to help keep your
life in order during this busy season.

May God bless your Thanksgiving holiday
with peace and joy.

“Give thanks to the Lord,
for He is good;
His faithful love endures forever.”
Psalm 118:1

Name: _______________________________________

Contact Phone: _______________________________

Christmas mail to send to area Military

ideal for pairing with high drain devices like digital
cameras, GPS devices and video game controllers.
These high performing batteries are the world’s longest lasting AA and AAA batteries in high-tech devices
and now hold power for up to 20 years when not in
use. For more information, visit www.energizer.com.
Clear some space
With the many gifts you’re soon to receive, getting
rid of old, unused clothing and household items is a
great idea for clearing out clutter. Figure out what you
haven’t used and donate it to charity or someone else
who will put it to good use.
Check it twice
After you’ve made a list of all the family and friends
you need to buy presents for, look over it again to

Tour of lights Entry Form

Kickoff Weekend December 13 & 14

We need your family and friends Military Addresses. Sand Lake VFW and Chamber of Commerce will be
providing FREE Christmas Cards including postage to area Military on December 13 & 14 as part of the 12
Days of Christmas Celebration in Sand Lake. Help us send a card to as many of our area Military Personnel
as possible. Send your addresses to Sand Lake Chamber of Commerce, PO Box 115, Sand Lake MI 49343
or drop them off at the Sand Lake Post office before Friday, December 13.

Photo courtesy of Getty Images

The Cedar Springs POST’s

Address: _____________________________________

Fun for everyone. Model Railroad Display, Kids Activities, Bake Sale, Craft & Variety Sales, Business Specials.
Watch for details next week!
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Holiday Prep 101

Friday 6:00-8:00 pm | Saturday 1:00-3:00 pm

12 Days of Christmas Celebration & Business Specials

The Cedar Springs Post

____________________________________________
Directions to your Home: _______________________
____________________________________________
____________________________________________
Mail all entries to:
Tour of Lights, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Picture above: Sadie Wierda Photo by: Von Ins Photography

Vanderhyde Ford
WWW.VANDERHYDEFORD.COM

345 N. Main St., Cedar Springs, MI
Toll Free 866-553-3673

Shop 24 Hours • Over 150 New and Used Cars, Trucks, SUV’s Available 24 Hours a Day • Online Specials

The Cedar Springs Post
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Festive Peppermint Twists

Dark Cocoa, Light Cocoa, Green or
White Candy Melts Candy
Peppermint Twisted Sticks Candy
Assorted Holiday Sprinkles, including
Holiday Nonpareils, Confetti and
Jimmies, Red and Green Colored
Sugars
Line cookie sheets with parchment paper.
In Disposable Dipping Container or bowl,
separately melt Candy Melts candy in
microwave following package instructions.
Dip peppermint sticks into melted candy;
tap stick lightly to smooth surface. Immediately add sprinkles. Set on prepared cookie
sheet; chill until set, 5 to 10 minutes.

Wednesday, November 27, 2013

Makes about 12 treats
1/4 cup (1/2 stick) butter or
margarine
4 cups mini marshmallows
Juniper or Leaf Green Icing
Color
6 cups crisp rice cereal
White Cookie Icing
Jumbo Rainbow Nonpareils,
Sprinkles or Sugars, as desired
Prepare 3D Silicone Tree Mold and silicone
spatula or wooden spoon with vegetable
pan spray.
In large saucepan, melt butter. Add marshmallows; cook and stir until melted. Tint
with icing color. Remove from heat and
add cereal; mix well. Press into prepared
mold. When cool to touch, remove from
mold. (If mixture becomes hard to work
with, microwave at 50 percent power for
30 to 60 seconds to soften.)
Heat Cookie Icing following label directions. Squeeze snow and garlands on trees;
add sprinkles and sugars as desired. Let dry.
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Christmas Coloring Contest

Hey kids,
Would you like to win an Easy
Bake Oven or other great prizes? It’s time for
our annual Christmas Coloring Contest and your
chance to win! Please color the picutre below with
crayons, markers or colored pencils. There will be
1 winner from three age groups: 3-4 years; 5-7
years; and 8-10 years. Remember to be creative!

Cheery Cereal Tree Treats

The Cedar Springs Post

Brought to you by:

Christmas Candy Swirl Cookies

Makes about 2 dozen cookies.
2-3/4 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon salt
1 cup (2 sticks) butter, softened
1-1/2 cups granulated sugar
1 egg
1-1/2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1/2 teaspoon almond extract
(optional)
Red and Green Sparkle Gel
Preheat oven to 350°F. Lightly spray Easy
Decorate Swirl Cookie Pan with vegetable
pan spray.
In small bowl, combine flour and salt.
In large bowl, beat butter and sugar with
electric mixer at medium speed until well
blended. Beat in egg and extracts; mix well.
Add flour mixture; beat until well blended.
Press dough into pan cavities, filling 2/3 full.
Bake 10 to 12 minutes or until light brown
around edges. Cool in pan 10 minutes. Turn
pan over; lightly tap pan to remove cookies.
Cool cookies completely.
Decorate cooled cookies with Sparkle Gel.
Let set, at least 30 minutes.

Festive Peppermint Twists, Cheery Cereal Tree Treats, Gingerbread House, Jolly Santa’s Treat Cookies and Christmas Candy Swirl Cookies

Sweet Snowmen Cookies

Sweet Snowmen Cookies

FAMILY FEATURES

N

Jolly Santa’s Treat Cookies

Jolly Santa’s Treat Cookies

Makes about 3 dozen cookies
2-3/4 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon salt
1 cup (2 sticks) butter, softened
1-1/2 cups granulated sugar
1 egg
1-1/2 teaspoons vanilla extract
1/2 teaspoon almond extract
Red, Green and White Cookie Icing
Red and Dark Green Colored Sugars
White Sparkling or Pearlized Sugar
White Sugar Pearls
Preheat oven to 350°F.
In small bowl, combine flour, baking powder
and salt. In large bowl, beat butter and sugar with
electric mixer until light and fluffy. Add egg and
extracts; mix well. Add flour mixture, 1 cup at a
time, mixing after each addition. Do not chill
dough. Divide dough into 2 balls.
On floured surface, roll each ball into a circle
approximately 12 inches diameter and 1/8 inch
thick. Dip Cookie Hugger or “Ho-Ho” Word
cookie cutters in flour before each use.
Bake cookies on ungreased cookie sheet 8 to
11 minutes or until cookies are lightly browned.
Cool cookies completely.
Outline and fill-in cooled cookies with Cookie
Icing. For “Ho-Ho” cookies, sprinkle with sugars;
let set until icing is completely dry. For snowflake
cookie, add white Cookie Icing detail to dried
cookie; attach Sugar Pearls with dots of icing.

othing says home for the holidays like the smell of treats baking in the oven and
a crowded kitchen filled with loved ones. Whether making decades-old family
favorites or starting new holiday baking traditions, you can create homemade
holiday goodies in a (ginger) snap.
“The holidays are a time when families are in the kitchen at record rates to bake cookies,
build gingerbread houses and create a wide variety of sweet treats,” says Nancy Siler,
vice president of consumer affairs at Wilton. “The good news is, even if you only have
30 minutes to spare during this hectic time, you can make amazing desserts for gatherings
or gifting.”
Try these easy treat ideas from Wilton to spread holiday cheer:
n Holiday Helpers: Invite family and friends for a cookie decorating day to help
prepare gifts for upcoming events. You provide the Sparkling Sugars and Sprinkles,
Peppermint Twisted Sticks and red and green icing ... everyone else provides the
creativity.
n Miracle on Your Street: Crunched for time with a party to attend? Pick up ready-toeat cookies and artfully dip them in red and green Candy Melts candy for an elegant
upgrade. No one has to know how simple it was to create a customized dessert.
n Instant Snowman: Coat peanut butter sandwich cookies in white Candy Melts candy
to create instant snowmen. Decorate with hats, scarves and, of course, carrot noses.
n It’s a Wrap: Turn your homemade treats into gourmet gifts. Stock up on holidaythemed gift bags and boxes, colorful tissue paper, ribbons and tags to transform
made-from-the-heart goodies into extra special gifts.
For more holiday ideas and inspiration, visit www.wilton.com.

Merry Marshmallow
Sticks

White, Red, Green and
Dark Cocoa Candy Melts
candy
Large Marshmallows
Holiday Confetti,
Nonpareils and Colored
Sugars
In Disposable Dipping
Container or bowl, melt Candy
Melts candy separately following package instructions. Dip
marshmallows in melted candy
and place on cooling grid
positioned over parchment-lined
cookie sheet. If desired, sprinkle
with sugars and sprinkles. Chill
5 to 10 minutes or until set.
Using candy decorating bag
or disposable decorating bag,
drizzle melted candy or pipe
outlines, if desired; immediately
sprinkle with sugars or
nonpareils. Attach confetti
with dots of melted candy.
Chill 2 to 3 minutes or until set.
With point of sharp knife,
carefully cut through candy
on the marshmallow where
stick will be inserted. Insert
three marshmallows onto
each Colored Lollipop Stick,
securing with melted candy.

White, Red, Green, Black and Orange Candy Melts
Candy
Peanut butter sandwich cookies
Holiday Confetti, Holiday and Snowflake Mix
Sprinkles
Cinnamon Drops
Black Sugar Pearls
Silver Pearlized Sugar
Melt white Candy Melts candy following package instructions. Place cookies on cooling grid positioned over
parchment-lined cookie sheet. Spoon melted candy over top
surface of cookie; chill 5 to 10 minutes or until set. Turn
cookies over, candy side down, on cooling grid. Completely
cover cookies with melted candy; chill 5 to 10 minutes or
until set. Repeat, if needed, to completely cover cookie.
To decorate snowmen, melt Candy Melts candy following
package instructions as needed. Using red, green and white
candy in candy or disposable decorating bag, pipe hats, ear
muff band and scarves, adding colored sugar trim to candy
before it sets. For ball cap, cut a Candy Melt candy wafer
in half; attach with melted candy. Attach sprinkles for
buttons, ear muffs and decorative accents using dots of
melted candy. Using melted black candy and decorating
bag, pipe facial features. Using melted orange candy and
decorating bag, pipe nose.

Fast and Festive
Christmas Cookies

Green, Red, White, Light
and Dark Cocoa Candy
Melts Candy
Assorted purchased readyto-eat cookies
Holiday Confetti,
Nonpareils, Holly Mix,
Colored Sugars and
Sprinkles
In Disposable Dipping
Container or bowl, melt Candy
Melts candy separately following package instructions.
Partially or completely dip
cookies in melted candy. Place
cookies on cooling grid positioned over parchment-lined
cookie sheet. If desired, sprinkle
with sugars and sprinkles. Chill
5 to 10 minutes or until set.
Additional decorating ideas:
n Drizzle with melted candy
in a contrasting color. Chill
3 to 5 minutes or until set.
n Attach sprinkles with dots
of melted candy. Chill 3
to 5 minutes or until set.
n Pipe melted candy bows
and other decorations.

The Post’s

Christmas Coloring Contest
Entry Form

Name: ______________________________________
Address: ____________________________________
Phone: _____________________Age: _____________
Merry Marshmallow Sticks and Fast and Festive Christmas Cookies

Deadline: December 16, 2013 at 5:00 p.m.

Winners will be announced in the December
19th issue of The Cedar Springs Post. So hurry,
all entries have to be at The Post by Monday,
December 16, 2012 by 5:00 p.m.

Enter to win

Rules:

1. Only one entry per child.
2. Only one winner per family.
3. We are not responsible for lost mail.
4. All entries must be at our office by December 16
by 5pm.
5. Use only crayons, markers or colored pencils.

Please deliver entries to: 36 E. Maple St.,
Cedar Springs.
Or mail to: Christmas Coloring Contest
P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Easy Bake
Ultimate Oven
by Hasbro

The Cedar Springs Post
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Creative Technologies Academy
Making a Difference in the Things that Matter

Wednesday, November 27, 2013

LEGAL
NOTICE

Public Notice
city of cedar Springs
A Special Meeting of the
city council will be held
Monday, December 2, 2013
7:00 p.m.
Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.
Cedar Springs, Michigan

Be a Charger!
The CTA Elementary school
has been working on a school
wide initiative of being a Charger. They met as a school and
determined that the three most
important characteristics of
being a Charger were to be respectful, be safe, and be responsible. Every Monday morning
the Elementary school meets
to review the trait of emphasis for the month. This time is
also used to spotlight students
who are being great Chargers.
During one of the morning
meetings a student was recognized for helping to pick up
trash and being respectful of
the playground. At another
meeting a couple of students
sang a song talking about how
to be a Charger. Dave Oldebekking, Dean of Students, leads
these meetings every Monday
morning. “These meetings are

CTA Calendar –
December
December
3
Boys Basketball @ West
	Michigan Aviation – 7 PM
5
Box Top Store
5
Basketball @ Wellspring 		
Academy – Girls 4:30; Boys 6:00
12
Basketball @ Ellington Academy
– Girls 5:00; Boys 6:30
13
Santa Workshop / Family Night
7:00 PM
17
Basketball @ Grattan Academy –
Girls 5:30; Boys 7:00
19
Basketball @ Algoma Christian –
Girls 5:30; Boys 7:00
20
Last day before Winter Break
23 – January 5 No School for Students and Staff
– Winter Break

Dean of Students, Dave Oldebekking, reviewing with students the three traits of a Charger

great because they help to
promote school unity and

CTA Joins Cedar
Springs Middle School
for Rachel’s Challenge

our common goal of being
a Charger,” said Mrs. Hon-

eysett, first grade teacher.

“Hands” by Jewel
If I could tell the world just one thing
It would be that we’re all OK
And not to worry ‘cause worry is wasteful
And useless in times like these
I won’t be made useless
I won’t be idle with despair
I will gather myself around my faith
For light does the darkness most fear
My hands are small, I know
But they’re not yours, they are my own
But they’re not yours, they are my own
And I am never broken
Poverty stole your golden shoes
It didn’t steal your laughter
And heartache came to visit me
But I knew it wasn’t ever after
We’ll fight, not out of spite
For someone must stand up for what’s right
‘Cause where there’s a man who has no voice
There ours shall go singing
My hands are small I know
But they’re not yours, they are my own
But they’re not yours, they are my own
I am never broken
In the end only kindness matters
In the end only kindness matters
I will get down on my knees, and I will pray
I will get down on my knees, and I will pray
I will get down on my knees, and I will pray
My hands are small I know
But they’re not yours, they are my own
But they’re not yours, they are my own
And I am never broken
My hands are small I know
But they’re not yours, they are my own
But they’re not yours, they are my own
And I am never broken
We are never broken
We are God’s eyes
God’s hands
God’s mind
We are God’s eyes
God’s hands
God’s heart
We are God’s eyes
God’s hands
God’s eyes
We are God’s hands
We are God’s hands

On Tuesday, October
29, CTA 7th and 8th
Graders were invited to
Cedar Springs Middle
School to hear about
“Rachel’s
Challenge.”
“We are grateful to Mrs.
Spahr, CSMS principal,
and her staff and students
for the invitation to hear
about Rachel Scott,” said
CTA School Leader, Dan
Rachel Scott
George. “This assembly
had a great impact on our students. It is emotional and
unforgettable.”
Rachel was the first person to die at the tragic Columbine
High School shootings on April 20, 1999. The story of the
promising young life that was cut short and the writings
she left behind have been an inspiration to thousands
through the impact of Rachel’s Challenge. CTA Middle
School science teacher, Tyler Buitenwerf, had his students
summarize what they learned from the assembly:
 One month before she died, Rachel wrote a paper
entitled, “My ethics, my codes of life.” In that
paper she summarized who she was and how she
was going to treat others. Her goal was to start a
chain reaction of compassion and kindness.
 5 challenges were given to our students:
o Look for the best in others! Eliminate
prejudice.
o DREAM BIG, write goals, keep a
journal
o Choose positive influences, “we all
have somebody who is a good influence”
o Speak with kindness. “Words can hurt or
heal.” Who do you need to say sorry to?
o Start your own chain reaction. Give
people at least 3 chances
Who matters to you? Go to them in the next few days and tell them
how much you care for them.

The purpose of the meeting is to
hear complaints against a public officer
and to discuss updated findings regarding the
Community Building Development Team Fund.
Dated: Nov. 27, 2013

Linda Christensen
City Clerk
616.696.1330

Your compete
technology
store!
Computer
repair fast!

Cedar springs
Sparta

The Cedar Springs Post

At your Service ...

small ads
make ¢ents
call 696-3655

CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.

Cedar
H e at i n g &

Cooling inC.

ExpEriEncE not guEsswork

616-696-2599

FLORIST

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

FLOWER SHOP

ALL MAKES & MODELS

Low Cost Rentals Available

Auto Glass Installation

696-1830

13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

AND GIFTS

Your original
hometown florist
“Look
for
our
specials
“Look
canopy
“Look for
for the
the striped
green canopy
on Facebook.”
&& bright
yellow
bright
yellow doors”
doors”

866-0990

17 N. Main St.

Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair
Hours
Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

WE INSTALL

SCHULTZ SEPTIC

"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential •Commercial

Our low rates are worth
the call! - 696-9570

$



Keys to
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog
And ADVERTISE
in

5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

  #'%%" & !
 & !'" &!
Sat.
9:30am-1pm
$
&!

  "616.696.3900

EXCAVATING, INC.

Screened TopSoil
SCREENED
TOPSOIL
gravel
Sand
GRAVEL •• SAND
recycled
RECYCLED concreTe
CONCRETE
Licensed &
LICENSED
& insured
INSURED
commerciaL &
& residentiaL
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

636-5524
636-5524

www.deanexcavating.com

Call 696-3655

Laura Ensley
RealtoR®

•Clutches

28 N Monroe
Rockford, MI 49341

•Oil Changes

616-293-5297
www.lauraensley.com

•Brakes

•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051

lauraensley1@gmail.com

Each office is independently owned and operated

696-7000
205-9511

JOB POSTING

SPECIAL EDUCATION – PART TIME
Creative Technologies Academy, a self managed
public school academy, chartered through Ferris
State University, located in Cedar Springs, Michigan is seeking a certified teacher for immediate
hire for:
TITLE: Special Education Teacher – Part Time
REPORTS TO: School Leader and Special Education Coordinator
QUALIFICATIONS:
1. Must possess a State of Michigan Teaching Certificate, K-12 with endorsement in Special Education
2. Learning Disabilities endorsement preferred
3. Must meet NCLB and Highly Qualified certification requirements
APPLICATION PROCEDURE: Email letter of interest/application and resume’ to: Dan George at
dgeorge@ctachargers.org, or by postal mail send
to Dan George, Superintendent/School Leader,
Creative Technologies Academy, 350 Pine Street,
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
APPLICATION DEADLINE: November 30, 2013
CTA participates in the Michigan Retirement Program (MPSERS). CTA has 300+ students in K-12.
Specific questions may be asked by emailing
dgeorge@ctachargers.org or you may visit CTA’s
website at www.ctaschool.com.

http://www.ctaschool.com
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CLASSIFIEDS
616-696-3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!
Collectibles

The Kent County Sheriff’s
Dept. will be auctioning a 1994
Kawasaki dirt bike on December
3rd at 10 am. 13889 West St.,
Cedar Springs, MI. #48p

Rare Elvis record collection, LP. Big collection
of Johnny Lightning die
cast cars. Just in time for
Christmas! Call 616-8248975 #48p

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

Child care
Learn Play & Grow Daycare, the hottest place to be
in the coolest town. Look
us up at LeanPlayandGrowDaycare.com. 616696-3754. #45-48p

Classes/
lessons
Give the Gift
of HealtH
this Holiday

Gift Certificates:
• Massage
• Yoga Classes

• Dance Classes
• Dance Fitness

for info call
616-439-0890
Or stop by
90 N. MaiN St.

Cedar SpriNgS

Kin of Hope
Natural Health

Dance & Fitness Studio

Perry’s Place LLC

for herbs, teas, and more...

Barbie Dolls: Want something different as a gift for
Christmas? Why not give a
collectible Barbie. Together Forever Collection: Romeo & Juliet, 1998, $50.
Arthur & Guinevere, 1999,
$50. Storybook Barbie
(NOT Disney) Cinderella,
Snow White or Princess
and the Pea, $25 each.
Designer Barbie: Oscar de
la Renta #1 (slight fading
on side of box) $40, Christian Dior #1, $70, Todd
Oldham #1, $40. Call 616520-3195 if interested.
#48f

for Sale
Season dried firewood, 5-10
cord load delivered. 989-2854572. #44-51p

Help

Wanted

small ads make ¢ents

call The Post @ 616-696-3655

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

– 696-3655 –

Apartments

for Rent

Corner

CEDARFIELD
COMMUNITY

Meadowcreek Apartments
1, 2 and 3 bedrooms available, appliances furnished,
cathedral ceilings. 300
Oak St. Cedar Springs.
Call 616-249-1682. www.
meadowcreekapts.us.
#tfnb

Found: Tan and white Boxer/
Pit mix, male, dog. Found in
Cedar Springs. No tags or
collar. Friendly and trained. Call
Brynadette to identify, 616-8352624. #47

Sale

Next to Meijer

4 Manufactured
hoMes for sale

Services

3464 Hollyfield
13682 Petunia
3513 Fernfield

A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb

3487 Fernfield

Weekly trash pick-up $11 a
month and one time hauls. Call
Steve at Let’s Talk Trash at 616984-6189. #41-52p

616-696-1100

Home

improvement

(Q.) WHAT ADVERTISING HELPS
BUILD A
COMMUNITY?

AffordAble, cleAn, sAfe
And efficient wood heAt
Central Boiler
oUtdoor wood fUrnAce.
Heats multiple buildings.
Absolute comfort
Mechanical contractors inc.

(A.) ADVERTISING
IN THE LOCAL
NEWSPAPER

• Shop LOCAL
• Shop YOUR local
newspaper!
• Support Your
Community
• Run Your Ad Here!

231-652-5286

Narrow
Your
Search

Drivers: CDL-A. Dedicated
Lanes! Company Drivers &
Owner Operators. Teams &
Singles. $1,000 Sign On Bonus
for O/O! Fuel Discount, Safety
Bonus Program, Excellent Fuel
Surcharge, 6 mos. verifiable
exp. Call: 800-599-0087. #48p
RN or LPN needed for 10
-12 hour nursing shifts in
Howard City area. Please
call 888-881-7922 or email
resume to: sjhcpc@frontier.
com. #48,49p

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

homes for

use the

Cedar Springs
Post
Classiﬁeds

Classiﬁeds Work

AUCTION

Wednesday, November 27, 2013

The Cedar
Springs Post
Newspaper
Still free but
priceless

Covering a community of
over 30,000 residents in
northern Kent County.

Check us out @
www.cedarspringspost.com

Critter

Free to good homes: 2 cats, a
female all gray beauty, named
Shadow and a long haired
orange tiger male, named
Tiger. Both are fixed. Tiger is an
indoor/outdoor cat and Shadow
likes the indoors. Landlord
requires we find them new
homes. Please call 616-8221260 or 616-822-1323. #47

Lost • Found • Free

Animal Ads
are

in

FREE

The POST

PETS of the Week
Hi, my name is Lola! I’m a
playful girl looking for an active
owner to spend the rest of my
life with.
I’m a year and a half old and
I’ll do anything for a laugh.
I’m an oversize lap dog who
would do best in a lively home
with children ages six and up. I
love belly rubs and daily walks.
Come and meet me today at
the Humane Society of West Michigan!
Hi, my name is Pepper!
I’m a great hamster looking
for a loving family.
I’m three months old
and I love to roam the halls
in my hamster ball. I love
fresh fruits and vegetables
and getting spoiled by
people!
Come and meet me at
the Humane Society of West Michigan!
For more information on the Humane Society of West
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077
Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road
during adoption hours or visit ww.hswestmi.org.
Adoption Hours:
Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm,
Saturday: 10am-4pm

CLASSIFIEDS

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at

www.cedarspringspost.com
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Late fall whitefish

rod is used and most
of the action is taken
while vertically jigby Jack Payne
ging. The smallest
Late November and into December is an excellent time
spoons that you can
for whitefish and Menominee on the piers of Lake Michifind work the best.
gan. Muskegon, Grand Haven, Port Sheldon, Holland, SauOther good choices
gatuck and South Haven are top piers starting in November
would include Kastand lasting through the winter. Fishing in the dark is best but
masters, Rapala and
cloudy days with a chop will produce fish.
if you can find them
In addition to these connecting waters, we have some
the Zip Spoon from
dandy inland lakes. Most are up near Benzie County such
Blitzer Creek. We
as Crystal Lake but don’t forget Higgins Lake just north of
make our own using
Houghton Lake.
the Do It Molds and
“Fishing conditions can be tough but the action rewardadd glow in the dark
ing,” said John Barr, a regular on the after dark whitefish
tape with a red eye!
crew. On top of the weather conditions these fish bite soft.
The key is to tick
Normally the best action takes place on the inside or chanthe bottom and lift
nel side of the piers.
up
6-12-inches.
The first wave of whitefish feed heavily on the eggs from
Drop down and rethe king salmon. As the water cools and the steelhead move
peat while paying
in some anglers switch to skein in hopes of catching both. Tom DeMaat holding two whitefish.
very close attention
Most whitefish anglers use a single egg when chasing this
for a hit. Snagging
delightful and wary fish. Single eggs from a female steelhead are fish can be a problem with spoons and all snagged fish must be
the best.
released. There is no size limit on whitefish or their cousin the
An egg sinker with a small orange or red bead just above a bar- Menominee.
rel swivel is the basic technique during daylight hours. A number
The diehard anglers pull a shopping cart onto the pier. Most an8, 10 or 12 egg hook tied to a leader completes the rig.
glers mount PVC rod holders and carry a five-gallon pail. Inside
The ideal day has a chop similar to the perfect walleye day. The the pail anglers carry tools and small plastic tackle boxes with all
length of the leader is based on the size of the waves. Flat seas of required gear.
require a 6 to 8 foot leader. Two-foot waves work best with a 3-4
Parking is provided near the piers at all of the ports except Saufoot leader. Anything over 4 foot swells and a 6-inch leader works gatuck. Saugatuck requires a mile walk from the Oval Beach in
best.
Douglas. Muskegon pier is the longest with a lot of riprap rock
Anglers need to hold their rods or keep a very close eye on the along the pier. South Haven pier borders the downtown district
tip. One tap is about all that you will get before your bait becomes with plenty of parking and good lighting.
dinner. Savvy pier anglers often paint their rod tips with glow in
There are few fish that can match the quality of eating on a grill
the dark paint or some bright color for easier visibility. A seven to or in the broiler better than a whitefish. Some of the piers have a
eight foot rod with a fast tip and a decent backbone works great cable that you can lean over and not worry about falling in, and on
regardless of the technique.
others you need to pay close attention.
The Muskegon pier generally sees action before the other piers
Remember to bring along a long-handled net or you will be lyin West Michigan. The action starts north and continues south ing on your belly sucking in Lake Michigan water while trying
with the cold water. Safety reasons dictate not to fish when the to net a fish. Been there and it was not fun. Give whitefish a try
waves are crashing over or if they become icy.
before the ice fishing season starts.
Hopkins spoons are a favorite at night with the anglers. A long

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche

Wild Turkeys
The family was seated and
enjoying a turkey dinner.
Extended family brought additional side dishes and desserts. Traditional family gatherings are special events. My
Cub Scout leader cut turkey
shaped pieces of flat wood
for our pack to paint and decorate for our mothers. That
flat wood turkey given to my
mother still survives even
though she does not. The turkey decoration is now in my
possession along with a coloring of a turkey with fantail
made from the outline of my
3rd grade hand.
The holiday season annually began at Thanksgiving
by going to my cousin’s for
dinner and watching The
Wizard of Oz on a TV that
got a full three channels. We
gave thanks for family members no longer with us that
lived happy, sad, joyous, and
humorous lives. Those lives
continue in our memories.
I hope the tradition continues in my absence. Maybe
someone will tell the story
of a 21-turkey parade at Ody
Brook.
It was Thanksgiving Day
two years ago. We were eating when a turkey walked
through the yard. My brother
said it must know it is safe because we already have turkey
on the table. Then another
appeared followed by more.

Like the Count from Sesame
Street, we each counted until
18 ventured from the woods,
across the drive, behind the
landscape mound, reappeared
at the other end and disappeared into the tall weeds and
shrub thicket. Three more
brought up the rear to finish
the parade.
Our conversation shifted to
wild turkeys. I told of a neighbor farmer that complained
turkeys were eating his newly
planted crops in the spring.
The investigating DNR biologist told him it was not turkeys but deer. The farmer did
not believe him because he
often saw turkeys in the field
feeding. The DNR biologist
said deer feed at night and returned to his truck get a rifle.
He shot a turkey, cut it open,
examined the crop and stomach and showed the farmer
it was insects and not young
crop plants.
We all make assumptions
that are logical and rational

but are not supported by scientific evidence. We tend to
believe what parents, grandparents, great grandparents,
uncles, aunts, and friends tell
us. I was trained as a scientist
to require supporting evidence
before making a conclusion.
Like all, I make assumptions
that scientists call hypotheses. These are just a first step
in science reasoning and we
need to study nature niches to
gather evidence to learn if our
assumptions (hypotheses) are
correct.
How much turkey information is myth, fairytale, fact,
or correct? Facts as we know
them are often incorrect and
get corrected was we gather
more evidence. Wild turkeys
were a staple food of Native
Americans and numbers were
not excessive due to harvest.
Native American populations
plummeted with the advent of
small pox and other diseases
introduced by European settlers. Turkey populations exploded with fewer Indians and
collapsed again when market
hunting eliminated them from
most nature niches.
Turkeys - continues on page 16

Page 15

Youth gets first buck

At 10-years-old, Ethan Riley, of Pierson, is already
a veteran hunter.
He got a doe last December, during his first hunting
season, and then got his first buck, a three-point, on
Monday, November 25, while using a .243 Savage.
Ethan is the son of Terilynn and Ryan Riley, of
Pierson.
Congratulations, Ethan!

169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT

616-887-8661

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
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Ironman

Auto Life

Avoid a car-deer crash

...continued from page 3

From the Kent County Sheriff Department

It’s deer season, which means they will be on the move
more than ever.
There were over 49,000 car deer accidents in Michigan
last year.
Here are some tips to help you avoid a crash.
The two most important ways to avoid a deer-vehicle collision are: slow down and SLOW DOWN.
If you are driving through an area known for high deer
populations, slow down and observe the speed limit. The
more conservative you are with your speed, the more time
you will have to brake if an animal darts into your path.
Always wear a seatbelt. The most severe injuries in
deer-vehicle collisions usually result from failure to use a
seatbelt.
Watch for the shine of eyes along the roadside and immediately begin to slow.
Use your high beams whenever the road is free of oncoming traffic. This will increase your visibility and give you
more time to react.
Deer can become mesmerized by steady, bright lights so
if you see one frozen on the road, slow down and flash your

2 off

$

lights. Some experts recommend one long blast of the horn
to scare them out of the road, as well.
Pay close attention to caution signs indicating deer. These
signs are specifically placed in high traffic areas, where
road crossings are frequent.
If you’re on a multi-lane road, drive in the center lane to
full-Service oil Change
give
as much space to grazing deer as possible.
Includes up to 5 qts. quality Valvoline Oil, filter,
lube & complete maintenance check.
Never swerve to avoid a deer in the road. Swerving can
confuse the deer on where to run. Swerving can also cause
a head-on collision with oncoming vehicles, take you off
the roadway into a tree or a ditch, and greatly increase the
93 3rd Street | Sand Lake | 616-636-5250
chances of serious injuries.
Monday - Thursday 8 am - 5:30 pm
Deer are unpredictable creatures, and one that is calmly
Friday 8 am - 5pm • Saturday 8 am - 12 noon
standing by the side of the road may suddenly leap into the
*Off regular price. May not be combined with any other same service offers or discount.
roadway without warning. Slowing down when you spot a
No cash value. Must present this coupon. Not valid with other offers.
deer is the best way to avoid a collision. However, if one
Limit 1 per customer. Expires 5/1/14
does move into your path, maintain control and do your
best to brake and give the deer time to get out of your way.
Don’t rely on hood whistles or other devices designed to scare off deer.
2001 Dodge Durango 4x4 Leather, Alloys, 3rd Seat ..........................................
These have not been proven
2003 Pontiac Grand Prix GT 3.8Lt V6, Newer Tires! Clean! ...............................
to work.
2003 Dodge Grand Caravan Bucket Seats, Local Trade, NICE! ..........................

We feature

Sand Lake oil-N-Lube

QuiCk. eaSy. truSted.

$2,995
$2,995
$3,495
2001 GMC Yukon XL Loaded, 4x4, Runs Great! ........................................................ $3,995
2003 Chrysler Sebring Convertible, 4 Cyl., 150k .................................................. $3,995
1993 Chevrolet 3500 Dually 4x4 Ext Cab, DIESEL, Solid Truck! .......................... $3,995
2003 Dodge Durango 3rd Seat, AC, 4x4, Power, 137K .......................................... $4,995
2004 Chevy Tahoe LT Leather, DVD, 4x4 ................................................................ $5,995
2004 Ford Mustang V-6, 82K, Leather, Stock #13T1670 ......................................... $6,995
2006 Chevy Malibu Maxx - V6.......................................................................... $7,495
2000 Chevy Silverado Ext. Cab, 4x4, NICE! ......................................................... $7,995
2007 Volkswagon Jetta Lease turn-in, 2.5 ltr, Auto, Nice! ................................. $7,995
2003 Ford F-250 2WD, Ext. Cab, 5.4 Liter V8, Greak Truck! Auto, A/C, 136K .............. $7,995
2009 Pontiac G6 1 owner! CLEAN! ........................................................................... $8,995
2011 Ford Focus 98K, 5 speed, AC, 30+ MPG, 1 owner! ............................................ $8,995
2009 Ford Taurus SEL Sharp!! ........................................................................... $10,995
2010 Ford Fusion 4 cyl, 80K, Clean!...................................................................... $11,495
2005 Lexus FS350 LOADED, 90K!.......................................................................... $11,995
2010 Chevy Malibu PW, PL, NICE, 90K!............................................................... $11,995
2011 Ford Focus SE 50-60K, 4 to choose from! .................................................... $12,495
2011 GMC Terrain SLE Like NEW! ...................................................................... $16,995
2010 Ford Explorer Eddie Bauer! FuLLy LOADED!.................... New Lower Price $15,995
2011 Buick Regal CXL Leather, 80K, Loaded! One Owner! ................................. $15,995
2007 Dodge Ram 1500 Crew Cab, 4x4, 39K! .................................................... $17,995
2013 Chevrolet Camaro 1LT, 23K .................................................................... $22,595
2013 Dodge Challenger SXT 14K, Like New!................................................ $22,995

...continued from page 15
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Drivers are 23 times more
likely to be involved in a car
accident while texting.
- Virginia Tech Transportation Institute
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the finish line.
Wearing #1219, Chris continued to look strong and confident when we were gifted with her smile during the run.
Her husband, Tim, ran alongside her for a few minutes to
hear her say, “Doing great and will be ready for dinner at
8!” The almost perfect weather conditions, of 79 degrees,
sun, and a slight wind factor, were definitely in the competitor’s favor. (If there is such a thing as “favor” in something
like this?)
Temperatures did drop as the sun went down and the excitement of another “Chris sighting” held us captive. We all
knew she was doing better than her estimated times. And
then, out of the darkness and around the last bend, we saw
our “Cedar Springs Wonder Woman” rounding the 25-mile
marker. She had been averaging a running speed of 9.47
minute miles. She finished the footrace in 4 hours, 16 minutes, and 33 seconds. She had finished this Ironman under
12 hours or to be exact … 11 hours 59 minutes, and 18
seconds. She finished 11th in her rank of 89, 162 of the 745
women in the race, and 862 of the 2,707 total women and
men triathletes.
Impressive to say the least! With her father’s legacy in her
heart and surrounded by her family, Chris finished the race
standing strong and beaming with joy. I stood there looking
at her in total amazement wondering, “How in the world
did she do this?” She gave out hugs to all her supporters
and then asked, “Want to go get a burger and drink?” I am
thinking to myself, shouldn’t she go back to her room, lay
down for few minutes, and just rest? But no, we gladly followed her and heard some funny stories of her day.
Ironman Chris Mabie, you are an inspiration and an example of what can be done through hard work, dedication,
and believing. Thank you for providing me with what I consider a miraculous occurrence. Your courage is encouraging! You are one of those “Life-Enhancer” as described by
Walt Disney. You dared to explore your potential and not be
controlled by doubt or fear. You implemented and executed
a well-defined plan and succeeded. You allowed yourself to
be all that you were intended to be. Yet, through it all you
remain humble. Chris Mabie, you are amazing! Congratulations on your new title of Ironman! Does this give Cedar
Springs our one and only Ironman?

1 Mile North of M-57 (14 Mile Rd)

Town Springs
Name • • 555-555-5555
Cedar
616-696-9440

Hours: Mon. & Wed. 9:30am - 8pm
Tu., Th. & Fri. 9:30am-6pm | Sat. 10am-2pm

visit us on the web

www.cedarcarco.com
12666 (7-13)

None survived in Michigan
but fortunately some survived
in the deep swamps of the
southeast US. Environmental
conservationists
introduced
laws to manage hunting practices. Turkeys were reintroduced to Michigan and today
a healthy turkey population
fluctuates between 100,000
and 200,000. Enjoy watching
or hunting turkeys that filled
the void vacated when turkeys were extirpated without
thought for our children’s generations.
With younger generations
that are following mine, we ate
Thanksgiving dinner watching
wild turkeys. I have satisfaction having been a part of the
DNR release of Wild Turkeys
back into the Rogue River State
Game Area surrounding the
Howard Christensen Nature
Center about 1988. They thrive
in the forest with scattered farm
fields. Turkeys feed on grain
left after fall harvest, acorns and
other forest food. Some natural
predators kill adult turkeys but
humans remain their primarily predator. Skunks, raccoons,
and foxes prey heavily on eggs.
The presence of coyotes helps
keep these predators in check.
Natural history questions or
topic suggestions can be directed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at
odybrook@chartermi.net or
Ody Brook, 13010 Northland
Dr, Cedar Springs, MI 493198433.

