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Driver injured in t-bone crash

A crash at Indian Lakes and Algoma resulted in the driver of the silver car being transported to Butterworth
Hospital by Aeromed with severe injuries. Post photo by J. Reed.

The Aeromed helicopter transported one patient to Butterworth Hospital with severe injuries Tuesday afternoon, November 14, after a crash at Indian Lakes and Algoma. Post photo by J. Reed

By Judy Reed

“rolling stop” at the stop
sign—slowed but did not
completely stop—before
continuing into the intersection. “She must not have
seen him, the white truck
(traveling
northbound),”

A young woman suffered
severe injuries Tuesday afternoon and was transported to Butterworth hospital
by Aeromed after her car

was t-boned by a pickup
truck at Indian Lakes and
Algoma Avenue.
The crash occurred about
3:20 p.m. on Tuesday, November 14.
Kyle Rand, of Rockford,

told The Post at the scene
that he was driving home
from work southbound on
Algoma when he witnessed
the crash. He said the silver car was westbound
on Indian Lakes and did a

said Rand. He added that
the driver of the truck tried
to avoid her.
The Dodge Ram truck
t-boned the silver Ford Taurus, and the car rolled and
landed on its hood on the

One killed in City swears in winners of
rollover crash election
on Northland
Drive

NW side of the intersection.
Rand said that he and another man both witnessed
the crash and tried to help.
“I saw it happen and I
freaked out. I saw baby
crash - continues on page 15
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Post travels

By Judy Reed

Police
believe that alcohol
and poor road conditions contributed
to a fatal crash last
week on Northland
Drive, north of 18
Mile Rd, in Nelson
Patrick Brecken died in a
Township.
crash on Northland Drive
According to the on Thursday, Nov. 9.
Photo from tribute at
Kent County Sheriff
Department, Patrick pedersonfuneralhome.com.
Todd Brecken, 21,
of Sand Lake, was headed south on Northland
Drive, about 10 p.m. on Thursday, November
9, when his 1999 Ford Mustang left the roadway and rolled several times before landing in
the ditch on the northbound side of the road.
Brecken was ejected from the car and suffered
fatal injuries.
The two teenage passengers in the vehicle,
Jonathan Michael Brecken, 15, of Grand Haven, and Trey Brian Street, 17, of Cedar Springs,
suffered minor injuries and were transported to
Butterworth Hospital by Rockford Ambulance.
The Cedar Springs Fire Department assisted
at the scene.
The family is planning to have a benefit to
raise money to help with Patrick’s funeral costs
on Saturday, November 18, 2017 from 1-5 p.m.
at the Gun Tavern, located at 18 North Main
Street, Cedar Springs. All proceeds will go to
help with funeral expenses. The funeral for Patrick was scheduled for Thursday, November
16, at 11 a.m. at Pilgrim Bible Church.

There is a new face on the Cedar Springs City
Council after last week’s election.
Lisa Atchison was sworn in Thursday evening,
November 9, along with Gerald Hall, who was
reelected to his seat on the Council.
Hall and Atchison were the only two running
in last week’s election. Atchison ran for the seat
being vacated by Dan Clark, who decided not to
run again.
Hall received 98 votes, and Atchison, who has
also served on the City planning commission, received 79 votes. There were two write in votes,
but they were counted as invalid since no one
was officially running as a write-in candidate.
The City Council also nominated and voted on
who would be their Mayor and Mayor Pro-tem
for the 2017-18 year. The vote was unanimous
to reappoint Gerald Hall as Mayor, and Pamela
Conley as Mayor Pro-tem.
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Amaryllis Blooms

Lisa Atchison and Gerald Hall were sworn in at last
Thursday’s City Council meeting. Courtesy photo.

Reward offered for information
in gun theft
A reward of $5,000 is being offered
for information that leads to recovering the guns stolen recently from the
Family Farm and Home in Cedar Springs.
According to Sgt. Joel Roon, with the Kent
County Sheriff Department, ATF (Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms) is putting up $2,500,
and the National Shooting Sports Association
is matching that with another $2,500. “There
is a possibility that others may come forward
with additional funds but we are still waiting to
hear,” he said.
Eighty-nine guns were stolen in a break-in at
the store at 4175 17 Mile Rd, in the early morning hours of Saturday, November 4. The theft

was discovered after employees arrived at work.
Grand Rapids police recovered some of the guns while investigating a separate case, and a
suspect in that case was arrested on
several weapons charges, including receiving and concealing stolen property. However, Kent County Prosecutor Chris Becker said they had no evidence
that the man, Derrek Banks, 42, was involved
in the original theft.
Anyone with information should contact ATF
at 800-ATF-GUNS (800-283-4867), or the
Kent County Sheriff’s Office at 616-632-6125,
or Silent Observer at (616) 774-2345. You can
also use the Reportit app to send information
to the ATF.
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Post travels to Rocky Mountains

The Post traveled to the top of Rocky
Mountain National Park in Colorado,
11,800 feet, well above the timberline,
with Mary Ann Misner and John Cornell, both of Cedar Springs. This was
part of their two and a half week trip
exploring the Rocky Mountain region
- from Mount Rushmore, South Dakota, to Salt Lake City, Utah, to northern Red Lodge, Montana, to Durango,
Colorado.
They drove over several mountain
passes that were above 10,000 feet,
including the million dollar highway
of Durango through the mining towns
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of Silverton and Ouary. One of the
hightlights of the trip was watching a
horseback rider and two dogs on top
of a mountain above the timberline in
northern Wyoming, herding a large
herd of sheep (approximately 500)
across the road in front of them. They
also saw wild mustangs in Montana
before traveling over Bear Tooth Pass
into Yellowstone National Park, and
about 200 buffalo in the park. Arches
National Park was also beautiful, with
the evening sun shining on the arches.
The most dangerous part of the trip
travels - continues on page 7

Do you have GR Fire promotes Algoma man
National News
Burnout?
From GR Fire Department
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On Tuesday, November 07, 2017, the Grand
Rapids Fire Department
promoted Battalion Chief
Ronald G. Tennant, of
Algoma Township, to
Deputy Fire Chief, support services.
Deputy Chief Tennant
was hired by the Grand
Ron Tennant, of Algoma Township, was recently proRapids Fire Department moted to Grand Rapids Deputy Fire Chief, support
in 1985 and has held the services. GR Fire Facebook photo.
positions of Firefighter,
I humbly accept the position,
Fire Equipment Operator,
Fire Lieutenant, Fire Captain, Acting and I appreciate your confiAssistant Training Supervisor, Acting dence.”
Addressing the staff in atFire Training Supervisor, Battalion
Chief, and has been in a long term tendance Chief Tennant said,
acting assignment in the position to “This is certainly a team effort
and I really appreciate your
which he is promoted.
“Chief Tennant went into this posi- support that all of you have
tion, he kept the ship moving forward shown. I couldn’t have done anything
and he advanced the position creating without the help with everyone here
new areas taking it to a higher level,” and plus some. I will continue to rely
said Fire Chief John Lehman. “He has on that.”
Deputy Chief Tennant earned an
definitely proven himself as somebody
AAS in Fire Science in 1990. He holds
I welcome into my command staff.”
Upon receiving his badge and brass, two EMS licenses and is a certified
Chief Tennant replied, “My honor, Sir, instructor in firefighting, hazardous

materials, EMS, and fire leadership
courses.
His duties include oversight of the
Support Services Division for the
Grand Rapids Fire Department, which
includes oversight of the Fire Marshal,
the Building and Fleet Division, Administrative office staff, and over 30
Fire - continues on page 8

Men of Honor program

95 North MaiN | Cedar SpriNGS
CSBreW.CoM | (616) 696-Beer

Collision & Glass Centers

Good Neighbor Award
SO A DEER THREW A POP QUIZ
AT YOUR CAR.
DON’T FAIL THIS TEST,

CHOOSE CAR CENTER
AND MAKE THE GRADE
Greenville Location:

Collision & Mechanical Services

(616) 754-0307

12700 Old 14 Mile Rd NE | Greenville | M–F: 8:00am to 5:00pm

Cedar Springs Location:
Collision Only Services

(616) 696-1830

13399 White Creek Ave NE | Cedar Springs | M–F: 8:00am to 5:00pm

State Farm would like to recognize people in the community who are
“Good Neighbors” by offering a monthly Good Neighbor Award. Citizens
of Cedar Springs, and the surrounding communities can stop in to Ryanne
Donahue State Farm to drop of a letter or email us to nominate people who
go above and beyond to help others and contribute to our community. We
will choose a person every month from our nominations to be featured in
the Cedar Springs Post and to receive a gift basket from local businesses to
thank them for being awesome and demonstrating the small town spirit in
their everyday life.

Ryanne Donahue
60 N Main | Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Bus 616-696-1329

Fax 616-696-1958
ryanne@ryannedonahueinsurance.com
ryannedonahueinsurance.com
Find us on Facebook
Licensed: Michigan

A group of young men
from Cedar Springs traveled to Neebish Island in
the Upper Peninsula this
past summer on a mission
trip and showed their character by helping some of the
elderly with yard work.
“The work was hard
but the payoff of thankful
hearts and smiles was so
rewarding,” said Randy
Badge, leader of the Cedar
Springs chapter of the Men
of Honor youth group for
6th-8th grade students.
Men of Honor started in
Texas in 2003. Tony Rorie,
who was then a Dallas middle school principal, started
to meet with his four biggest
troublemakers. He started mentoring them once a
week after school about the
basics of manners, leadership, character, and common courtesies. By the end
of the year, his small group
of four grew to 50. The Men
of Honor was birthed.
The Men of Honor is a
Christian character-building program aimed at 6th8th grade students but can
be used for any age of men.
In the past 14 years, the
Men of Honor has spread
across the US and into 11
countries.
During that time, The Ladies of Honor (LOH) was
also birthed.
The Cedar Springs program partners with the En
Program - continues on page 15
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Consultant to CS Board: Board of Education POST Highlights
“You have to start
adopts governance
working together”
standards
By Judy Reed

The Cedar Springs Board of Education heard some straight talk
last month from the MASB consultant who went over the results of
the board’s self-assessment.
Scott Morrell, from the Michigan Association of School Boards,
told the Cedar Springs Board of Education that when he looks at
them, he sees possibilities. But when he showed his staff the results
of the board’s self-assessment, their one word to him was, “Yuck.”
He added that it may be one of the worst spreads they’d seen.
Six out of seven of the board members took part in the self-assessment questionnaire. They had to rate themselves from 0-5 (0
meaning don’t know and 5 meaning excellent) in areas of leadership, academic performance/accountablility, board responsibilities,
board effectiveness, data-driven decision-making, board-superintendent relations, and community engagement/advocacy.
They scored lowest in board-superintendent relations, with only
an average score of 1.97, which is between unsatisfactory (1) and
needs improvement (2). Their second lowest score was in leadership at 2.02. In fact, they scored between (2) needs improvement
and (3) satisfactory, in every category.
Morrell told the board he suspected they had trust issues, and that
they had lost the respect, responsiveness and professionalism they
should have when dealing with each other. “You need to listen to
each other,” he told them.
For some time now, various community members and staff have
been coming to the board to express their concerns about not beConsultant - continues on page 6

The Cedar Springs Board of Education took a major step
toward demonstrating its commitment to governing effectively on behalf of the students and communities it serves
by formally adopting the Board of Education Governance
Standards at its meeting on November 13, 2017.
“After working with Mr. Scott Morrell, from the Michigan Association of School Boards during a Cedar Springs
Board of Education Self-Evaluation Workshop on October 23, 2017, I believe BOE members listened to Mr.
Morrell,” said Board President Matt Shoffner. “There is
a commitment to be better and do better. To that end the
board, passed the MASB Board of Education Governance
Standards Resolution with a vote of 5 to 1.”
“We are excited to be among the many school districts
in Michigan to adopt the BOE Governance Standards,” he
added. “We believe these Standards are an important tool
that will help us with the vital task of governing our district. They will help us raise the bar, live up to expectations
as elected officials and better understand our roles as board
members.”
The Board of Education Governance Standards were
developed by school board members for school board
members through the Michigan Association of School
Boards. The Standards provide a shared, research-based
framework for effective school board governance. Not
only do they define the principles that should affect board
decisionmaking, they also identify the specific behaviors
Standards - continues on page 15
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Fight breaks out
near US Post office

E-mail us at: happenings@cedarspringspost.com
classifieds@cedarspringspost.com
obits@cedarspringspost.com
news@cedarspringspost.com
sports@cedarspringspost.com
design@cedarspringspost.com
sales@cedarspringspost.com
legals@cedarspringspost.com

The Kent County Sheriff’s Department was dispatched to
the area of the U.S. Post Office on Cherry Street, in Cedar
Springs, on Monday evening, November 13, at about 8:55
p.m., to a large fight involving 10-15 people.
According to Sgt. Joel Roon, there were conflicting statements as to who started the fight. Minor injuries were reported, and a 57-year-old female was transported with injuries for additional evaluation. The case is still open and
active. Prosecutor review on charges is pending.

News, Advertising & Announcement Deadline: Mondays by 5:00p.m.

The POST guarantee:

We guarantee NO ONE will see
your ad if it's not in the paper!!

City changes water meter reading Dangerous Months for
schedule
Deer/Vehicle Crashes
Many residents in the City of
Cedar Springs will notice that this
month’s water bill shows that it is
an estimated reading. That is because the City will temporarily go
to quarterly manual readings, with
two months estimated and the third
month being an actual reading,
while they continue the process of
upgrading all water meters in the
City.
According to information from
City Hall, some water meters have
been in use for 50 years. The Department of Public Works has been
replacing meters that become defective with the radio read style meters
since 2014 as funding was available. City council has approved
$35,000 for the purchase of radio
read meters each year, but there
isn’t enough funding to keep up
with the demand for the new style
meters as the Rockwell meters age.
Currently the city has 742 Rockwell manual read meters and 236
Neptune radio read meters. It takes
a DPW worker approximately 40
hours per month to read the manual
meters and the new radio read meters take approximately 2 hours.
Currently the Department of Public Works obtains actual reads for the
nearly 1,000 homes and businesses
in the city. This change will generate an estimated bill for two months

and an actual
read will be taken on the third
month. The savings generated
by saving staff
time
would
then be used to
purchase new
Neptune radio
read meters.
Residents
should not see a significant change
in the price of their bill with this
change. The estimate of water usage will be based on the usage for
the same month 1 year ago. If the
estimate is larger than your actual
use you will receive a credit on your
third month. If your estimate is less
than your actual usage you will be
charged for the additional usage in
the third month of the billing cycle.
This change will eventually bring
an end for estimated bills and in
turn allow the DPW to get actual
meter reads in a fraction of the time
it currently takes. It is expected that
by 2020 all meters will be replaced
and will begin receiving actual read
bills each month.
This change became effective
Wednesday, November 1, 2017:
Water bills will still be sent
MONTHLY and Payments will
still be due on the seventh of each

month
and can be paid in person, online,
or automatically through your bank
account.
The new bill will clearly state
when your bill was an estimate or
an actual read.
Citizens concerned about this
change can monitor their water
usage each month. Residents can
manually read all manual and radio
read meters.
How to read your meter:
Locate your water meter (generally in the basement or crawl space
closest to the road).
Record the number displayed on
the meter. (New meters require a
flashlight to activate the digital display. Shine a flashlight at the digital
display for 3-5 seconds to activate
the display.)
Example: May 1st 2018 Meter
meter - continues on page 15

The three most dangerous months for deer/vehicle
crashes are October, November, and December, and
motorists should be aware
that these crashes cause
more than just damage to the
vehicle. Deer/vehicle crashes resulted in 1,240 injuries and 14
deaths last year. Nine of the fatalities
were motorcyclists.
In the Great Lakes State, there is
an average of 128 deer/vehicle crashes each day. Although reported deer/
vehicle crashes in Michigan declined
in 2016 to 46,870 from the 47,001
crashes reported in 2015, many
crashes also go unreported, so actual
crash numbers are much higher.
In 2016, Oakland County had the
most deer/vehicle crashes with 1,847
crashes. The remaining top nine
were Kent (1,481), Lapeer (1,308),
Jackson (1,254), Sanilac (1,119),
Ottawa (1,116), Ingham (1,096),
Calhoun (1,056), Genesee (1,000),
Eaton (998), and Isabella (980).
All motorists should “think deer”
whenever they are behind the wheel,
and drive defensively, as if a deer can
appear at any moment, because they
can!
Safety experts say motorists can
help avoid dangerous encounters
with deer.
“Deer crashes can happen to any

driver,” said Lori Conarton, of the
Insurance Alliance of Michigan
and a partner in the Michigan Deer
Crash Coalition. “Your best defense
is to look out for deer, especially at
sunrise and sunset, and always wear
your safety belt. Don’t swerve to
avoid a deer because too often you’ll
end up hitting something more dangerous like a tree or another vehicle.”
The state has a 1.75 million-strong
deer herd. Deer frequently travel in
groups. If you see one deer cross
the road, chances are there are more
nearby.
The Michigan Deer Crash Coalition recommends the following safety tips:
*Watch for deer especially at dawn
and dusk. They are most active then,
especially during the fall mating season. In spring, deer will move from
cover to find food, and back to cover. Often, deer will feed along road
rights-of-way, where grass greens up
first. If you see one deer, approach
cautiously, as there may be more out
of sight.
deer - continues on page 7

A
W edding
Church ConnectionM emorial
bituary
O
P
T hankyou!
A nnouncement

The Cedar Springs Post
Page 4		

From

spiritual notes • announcements • memories

the

ulpit

Pastor Ryan Black
Cedar Springs Christian Church
340 West Pine Street, Cedar Springs

Contentment and happiness
Man is always searching for that which
promises happiness, but rarely finds it because he looks to the world for things to
make him happy. So where can true happiness be found? Our unhappiness is not due
to our lack of a fortune or high position or
fame. It is due not to a lack of something
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outside of us, but to a lack of something
inside us. We were made for perfect happiness. No wonder everything short of God
disappoints us.
One of the most satisfying things to our
souls is having contentment with God. The
desire for perfect happiness, for content-

ment was placed in our hearts at the moment of our conception. We all have that
desire to draw us to Him for every need
we have. Christian contentment is that
sweet, inward, quiet, gracious frame of
spirit, which freely submits to and delights
in God’s wise and fatherly disposal in every condition. It is the inward submission
of the heart. While this is one of the most
satisfying aspects in our lives, it can sometimes be difficult to find and maintain.
We must learn to walk by faith, not by
sight. We are given the privilege of the
peace and contentment consistent with Jesus Christ through the power of the Holy
Spirit. It is by grace alone we are permitted
such a blessed, divine gift. Freely instilled
in the faithful by our Lord, we are able to
stand firm in our beliefs, and have unwavering trust in God even through winds of
adversity as they attempt to topple us in
great storms.
It is important that we grow in contentment, giving God the credit for all He has
bestowed on us and our loved ones. To obtain true contentment, we need to open our
hearts, minds and souls to God. We need to
allow Him to grace us with what we need
and be grateful for it. Also, we need to find
our consolation in the love and mercy of
Christ. Only then, will we be truly content.
True contentment brings with it a sense of
freedom from the prison of want. True contentment also creates an attitude of well-being, and peace in our inner lives. Be free,
grateful and at peace—be truly content!
(Philippians 4:10-13, see below)

But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me has flourished again; though you surely did care,
but you lacked opportunity. 11 Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 12 I know how to be abased, and I know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be
full and to be hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
Philippians 4:10-13
10

ChurchDirectory
Cedar Springs Christian Church
pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational
www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

SundayS:
10:30 a.M.

MondayS:
open prayer
7-8 pM

on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180

*NOT affiliated with
Creative Technologies
Academy (CTA)

Cedar Springs
United
Methodist
Church
Cedar Springs
United
Methodist
Church

S.St.,
Main
Box KSprings
, Cedar Springs
140 S.140
Main
POSt.,
BoxPO
K, Cedar
616-696-1140

www.cedarspringsumc.org
616-696-1140
• www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org

Rev. Karen Sorden

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com
696-3560

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm

(Sept. - March)

Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

H I L L C R E S T Community Church of God

TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI 49319 616-696-9333
Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes
*Youth - Sunday 11:30 am-12:30 pm *Tuesday - Celebrate Recovery 6:30-8:30 pm
*Wednesday - Kidzone & Grief Share 6-7:30 pm *Thursday - Open Prayer 6-7:30 pm

HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~
Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
Worship
11 a.m.
Senior Pastor,
Rev. Chadrick
Brown

Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

22 Mile Road

Service
10 am
Solon Time:
Center

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm
Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

Wesleyan Church
org
616-696-3229
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

N. to Sand Lake

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
19 Mile Road

www.scwchurch.org

M-46

Algoma Ave.

Cedar Springs

US-131

S. to G.R.

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
Pastor Doug DiBell
SummerDoug
Worship
- 10AM
Pastor
DiBell
&
Senior
Pastor
Tom
Holloway
Pastor Tom
Holloway,
Music/Youth
June-August
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
616-696-3229

West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Call The POST for details 616.696.3655

Nursery & Children’s Church during message

Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY

your church here!

Worship: Sunday 10:00 am

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM

Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education

Advertise

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Mary Queen of Apostles Church

Pastor
Jane
Duffey 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m.
• Coffee
Fellowship:
Sunday Worship
Service:
10:15
a.m.
 Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.
Supervised
Nursery
Care
Provided
Supervised
Nursery Care
Provided
Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm
dinner, 6:20-7:00pm
Christian
Education

Donald
D.
Cooper “Coop”
of
Sparta,
Michigan, age
68, passed away
on
Saturday,
November
4, 2017. He
was born to
Royal and Ruth
(Joslin) Cooper
on October 10,
1949, in Grand
Rapids, MI. Donald enjoyed hunting,
fishing, muscle and classic cars, gardening,
and spending time with friends and
family. Donald is survived by his beloved
significant other of over 7 years Nancy
Sowerby; Nancy’s family Michael, Patrick,
Patrick and Jailyn, children Randy Cooper
and Chris (Kristine) Cooper; grandchildren
Cameron, Ethan, Trenton, Devon (Austin),
Chance; great grandson Anthony, siblings
Ken (Deb), Helen (Steve), Jo-Ann (Dave),
Nancy, and Dale, and loving dad Royal
Cooper. He was preceded in death by
his mother, wife Jeanne Cooper, and dog
Maggie. There will be a time of visitation
from 2:00 p.m. until 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.
until 8:00 p.m. on Wednesday, November
8, 2017, at Pederson Funeral Home, 127
N. Monroe Street NE, Rockford, MI
49341. The funeral service for Donald
was celebrated at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday,
November 9, 2017, at Pederson Funeral
Home. Pastor Bruce Wilson officiated.
There was a one hour visitation prior to the
service. Those wishing to offer expressions
of sympathy may make a memorial
contribution to Shriners Hospitals for
Children, 2900 Rocky Point Dr., Tampa,
FL 33607 or Spectrum Health Hospitals
Fred and Lena Meijer Heart Center, 100
Michigan St. NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503.
Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home,
Rockford, www.pedersonfuneralhome.com

SAND LAKE

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM

Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

340 W. pine St.

Donald D. Cooper

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.
MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)
Phone: 696-9120
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

St. John Paul II Parish

A Welcoming Catholic Church
3110 17 Mile Road | Cedar Springs, MI | 696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2-mqa.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(since 1946) Non-Denominational • pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of Traffic Light)

Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm
pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331

Rockford Springs Community Church

Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd.

Pastor David Vander Meer

866-4298
Pastor:
Rev. Kim DeLong

5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656
coumc.weebly.com

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i
ngs.org










Sunday WorShip
9:30am • 5:00pm





sunday Worship: 11 aM

enhanced
fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f
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spiritual notes • announcements • memories

Ruth L. McMullen

Ruth
L.
McMullen
87 of Cedar
S p r i n g s ,
died Sunday,
November
12, 2017 at
Metron
of
Cedar Springs.
Ruth was born
July 17, 1930
in Elmhurst, IL
the daughter of
Clarence and Olga (Gorling) Yeaw. She was
active at the Cedar Springs Senior Center
for many years and enjoyed playing cards,
games, bingo and puzzles. Surviving are
her children, Karen Bansen, David (Sherry)
Patterson, Steven (Theresa) Patterson, Ray
(Van) Patterson; 11 grandchildren; many
great grandchildren; sisters, Elizabeth
(Louis) Hartesvelt, Marian Yeaw. The
service was on Wednesday, November
15 at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral
Home, Cedar Springs. Pastor Scott Sloan
officiating. Interment Elmwood Cemetery,
Cedar Springs. Memorial contributions
may be made to Faith Hospice.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

Residents and Friends of The Cedar
Springs Community,
From the bottom of our hearts, we can not
begin to thank you for all of your thoughts,
prayers, cards and gifts. We can not think
of a better place to raise our family. Ross
and Lyle would have been very happy to
see you all.
To honor them, be kind and humble
everyday. Life is short...enjoy the ride.
Sincerely,
Delores Powell, Amy Slabaugh and
Annie Dropp

RONALD R. BURT

December 9, 1955 – Novmeber 22, 2012
It broke our hearts to lose you
but you didn’t go alone,
a part of us went with you
the day God called you home.
In life we loved you dearly
In death we love you still
In our hearts you hold a place
that no one could ever fill.

Bliss-Witters & Pike

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

is online @

cedarspringspost.com

at home or away...
we’re just a click away

Knowing this, that the trying
of your faith worketh patience.
But let patience have her perfect
work, that ye may be perfect and
entire, wanting nothing.
James 1:3,4

CELEBRATE THE LIFE THEY LIVED!

Publish
Your

• Birth Announcement
• Wedding Announcement
• Engagement
• Anniversary *
• Congratulations
• In Memory *
• Thank you

• One story, modern facility
• Life celebrations created
especially for loved ones
• Keepsake jewelry and
urns available
• Veteran services

for only $20
without photo
$25 with photo
($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit

*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject
to additional fees by length.

• Pre-planning services
• Available 24 hours

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services
GRANT CHAPEL 45 E. Main St., Grant MI 23I-834-56I3
NEWAYGO CHAPEL 226 State Rd., Newaygo, MI 23I-652-56I3

Every Life Tells A Story...

Voices / views

Debt and taxes
By Lee Hamilton

As Republicans
in Congress move
forward on their
tax plan, it’s worth
remembering one
thing: whatever
the legislative particulars, keep
your eye on the plan’s impact
on the federal debt. Our debt
load is already worrisome. It’s
almost certainly going to get
worse.
There are a lot of different
ways to characterize our fiscal
situation at the federal level.
We spend too much. We borrow too much. We spend more
than we take in. We don’t tax
enough to cover our expenses.
However you describe it, the
plain truth is that Americans
want more from their government than they’re willing to
pay for.
This is not new, but at some
point it will become unsustainable — we just don’t know
exactly when. One common

measure of the
debt problem is to
compare the total
federal debt to our
gross
domestic
product, or GDP.
This
basically
measures whether
a country’s economy is healthy
enough to carry its debt burden. When Presidents Carter
and Reagan were speaking out
against the dangers of our large
national debt, it stood at around
30 percent of GDP. Today it
stands at 103 percent.
For years, people who worry about the debt have warned
that this trend could not continue; it’s turned out that the economy is far more resilient than
many of us thought. And so the
fear of debt has faded. This is
too bad.
Before we go on, remember that there’s a difference
between deficits and debt.
The deficit is the difference
between what the government
takes in and what it spends.

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

In loving memory,
Sharon, Heather, & Lindsay

in

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Church
Connection

The plain truth is that Americans
want more from their government
than they’re willing to pay for.
—Lee Hamilton

That’s measured annually.
The debt is the accumulation
of our deficits. And experts
agree that growing debt at
some point really will become
unsustainable. As it grows
larger, it weighs more heavily
on economic growth, crowds
out private investment, creates
economic uncertainty, dumps
a burden on our children, and
limits our ability as a nation to
deal with unforeseen events.
How we handle it will have a
profound impact on our future
and our role in the world.
The problem is that regardless of what our political
leaders say about deficits and
debt, their actions tend to belie
their words: they continue expensive federal programs and
lavish tax breaks on favored
constituencies without regard

to the long-term fiscal impact.
I’ve come to believe that deficits will likely continue —

with increasing debt—until
some financial crisis focuses
our attention on the serious imbalance between our taxes and
spending. There is little real seriousness about trying to solve
our fiscal issues, or real appetite to get our spending under
control and use taxes to get a
handle on our finances.
Which brings us to the cur-

rent move for tax “reform.”
Tax reform can have several
meritorious goals, including
establishing a more equitable
tax system, encouraging economic growth, and imposing
fiscal restraint. What I don’t
see in the current debate is
much more than lip service to
any of these goals. To achieve
taxes - continues on page 13
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H

ometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows.
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name
and phone number for any questions we may have.

17th Annual Holiday Bazaar

Nov. 18: Courtland Oakfield United Methodist Church,
10295 Myers Lake Rd., Rockford (between 12 and 13
Mile Rd.) will be hosting its 17th Annual Holiday Bazaar
on November 18th from 9 am to 3 pm. 35+ crafters/artists,
Granny’s Attic, Bake Sale, Cookies by the pound. Lunch
is served 11 am – 2 pm. The bazaar is FREE – no cover
charge. For info call Dawna: 616-866-0648. #45,46b

Pine Ridge Bible Camp Auction

Nov. 18: Pine Ridge Bible Camp’s annual Live and Silent
Auction will be held on Saturday, November 18th at the Cedar
Springs High School. Registration begins at 5:30 pm with
the silent auction starting around 6:30 pm. Appetizers will
be served throughout the evening. For more information,
please call 616-696-8675 or info@pineridgecamp.com.
Adult only event. #45,46b

GET OUTSIDE with Stewardship Sundays

Nov. 19: Join the Naturalists at Wittenbach Wege Center,
11715 Vergennes SE, Lowell, on Sunday afternoons
2-3:30pm for a short hike and learn different land
management techniques through stewardship. Participants
should meet at the center shortly before 2pm. Registration
is not required. November is Wild Turkeys and December
is White-tailed Deer. The center is open 1-4pm on Sundays.
#46

Dinner at the Legion

Nov. 20: American Legion, 80 S. Main St. Cedar Springs,
is hosting a Roast Beef dinner on Monday, November 20th,
from 5 – 7 pm. Included will be mashed potatoes & gravy,
veggies, salad, roll, dessert and drink. The cost is $9 for
adults, children (15 and younger) $4.00. Come and enjoy
home cooking. Take out is available. 616-696-9160. #46

TOPS weight loss support group

Nov. 21: Need help getting through the holiday season?
Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit weight loss
support group for men and women, meets every Tuesday at
the Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sand Lake. Your first
visit is free so come check out what TOPS can do to help you
reach your weigh loss goals! Weigh-ins 8:15-9am, meeting
starts at 9:15am. In case of inclement weather, meetings are
cancelled if Tri-County or Cedar Springs schools are closed.
Call Martha at 696-1039 for more information. #46

Michigan Blood Drive

November 21: A Michigan Blood Drive will be held on
November 21st. at the Cedar Springs United Methodist
Church from 12:30 pm until 7 pm. Receive a FREE 10-

now Showing
DIGITAL Movies at the

Kent theatre
NoveMber 17 • 18 • 19

ShowtImES:

Friday: 6:00PM • 9:00PM
saturday: 3:00PM • 6:00PM • 9:00PM
suNday: 3:00PM • 6:00PM

Movie Tickets

ONLY

$

3.00

616-696-SHOW
7469
comINg SooN:

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com

NoV.
24-26

e
LIVE on Stag
DEc. 1-2

The

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

12 lb. Open Acres or Spartan brand turkey at participating
stores as our thanks for giving. ALSO, cookies baked by
the Cedar Springs Women’s Club members will be served.
More important, what a way to give Thanks by donating
your blood to help 3 other Michiganders who need blood.
It will take only one hour of your time. The Blood Center
thanks all the people that donate at the Cedar Springs blood
drive. #46

Black Friday: Prairie Planting at Saul
Lake Bog

Nov. 24: Land Conservancy of West Michigan and the
Wittenbach Wege Center in Lowell invite you to get outside
on Black Friday, November 24, 10am-12pm. On Black
Friday, while others are fighting the crowds and the chaos
of busy stores, we offer the chance to get outside and be
a part of a project that will last for generations by helping
to spread seed on the new prairie plots at Saul Lake Bog.
Please RSVP at: https://naturenearby.org/events/blackfriday-planting/. Tools, work gloves, water, and snacks will
be provided. #46

Christmas fund
distribution

Due to the generosity of the late Evelyn Cossin, there are
limited funds available again this year to assist some families in need for Christmas. The funds are available only
to families living in the Cedar Springs city limits. Please
send or bring letters requesting assistance to: Cedar Springs
United Methodist Church, 140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs, MI 49319, C/O – Church Secretary.
All letters should include some brief summary of your
need for assistance and a phone number you can be reached
at. All letters MUST include a contact number to be considered. Letters must be submitted and post marked and
received no later than, Friday, December 1.
**Note: If awarded some assistance, we will notify you of
your pick up times of 10 a.m.-noon on Wednesday, December 13 at Cedar Springs UMC.
All letters received will receive some notification of acceptance or denial of assistance.

Consultant
...continued from page 3

ing heard, and with the things they see happening. Morrell had a
remedy for that.
“When the board starts functioning better, these community
members are going to stop coming. They have better things to do.
I’m sorry, but you guys are crazy. You’ve got better things to be
doing than this monsoon that’s been going on. But as long as your
board is not functioning, you are going to see this…What we have
to do is build trust and respect versus setting our hair on fire. When
you set your hair on fire, it’s a good show. So here comes the community, “Ok, what are they going to do this time?”
Morrell urged them to make a decision that evening, October
23, that they wanted to improve. “If you don’t make a decision
saying we want to improve, you are sending a clear message to the
whole organization tomorrow morning that the board doesn’t care.
And can you tell me those people aren’t going to talk tomorrow
about what the board did tonight?”
Morrell recommended they do a retreat and take the DISC personality profile to learn more about themselves and each other.
But there didn’t seem to be a lot of buy in from the board for that.
He did also go around and ask each board member one thing they
could do to improve.
The Post also asked board members that question, and received
answers from four of the seven members—President Matt Shoffner, Vice President Brook Nichols, and trustees Ted Sabinas and
Michelle Bayink.
“My response for improving myself was to seek clarity before
board meetings, whether that’s asking the President or Superintendent for clarification on an item or if it’s reaching out to other
board members,” said Nichols. “Other board members must have
consultant - continues on page 8

JOKE

of theWeek
Traveling too light

A porter loaded down with suitcases followed the couple to the airline check-in counter.
As they approached the line, the husband glanced at
the pile of luggage and said to his wife, “Why didn’t you
bring the piano, too?”
“Are you trying to be funny?” she replied.
“No, I really wish you had,” he groaned. “I left the
tickets on it.”

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

classic kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

Library

Directory

YO U R h O M e TOw N

Cedar Springs Community
e
We hav for
g
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someth ne!
y
r
e
ev o

MON - FRI 10 - 6
SATURDAY 9 - 12

Library

ced@llcoop.org
www.cedarspringslibrary.org
fb: cedarspringspubliclibrary

616-696-1910

107 N Main Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free)
Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM

SPENCER TOWNSHIP BRANCH
14960 Meddler Ave.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free)
Monday & Wednesday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 5:00 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM

Arts & entertainment
is online @
w w w. c e d a r s p r i n g s p o s t . c o m
at home or away... we’re just a “click” away
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Howard City student contributes to art exhibit
MCC art exhibit opens Nov. 20

Montcalm Community
College presents its annual
Winter Artists’ Market art
exhibit and sale Nov. 20-21,
Nov. 27-30 and Dec. 4-7.
The exhibit features artwork created by MCC students, the MCC Art Club
and local artists for viewing
and for sale. The event is
from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. in the
Instruction North Building
on MCC’s Sidney campus.
Admission is free.
MCC students Makenna
Anderson, of Howard City,
and Sarah Rittersdorf, of
Belding, are currently taking Introduction to Art with
MCC Art Instructor Debbie
Bell.

Deer

“I never had a chance
to take an art class in high
school, so I figured now
would be the best time to
get a good underlying base
for my art education before
I head off to a university,”
Anderson said.
Anderson is also in Drawing I with MCC Art Instructor Carolyn Johnson.
“As the K-12 curriculum
gets narrower due to budget
cuts and continuous standardized testing, MCC can
be the open door to quality higher education in the
arts,” Johnson said.
“As time goes on, I see
more and more students
like Makenna who have

not had access to art
classes before coming to MCC,” she
added. “It’s sad to see
gifted and motivated
students denied opportunities, but how
wonderful that we
have MCC to be a
leader in arts education for our community.”
Anderson and Rittersdorf both plan to
create art for a living.
“Both
student
artists have had a
passion for and in- MCC students Makenna Anderson, of Howard City, on left, and Sarah Rittersdorf, of Belding, will present some of
their most recent pieces in the Montcalm Community College Winter Artists’ Market Art exhibit.
terest in art prior to
Anderson said the exhib- ence art created by those in
this class, but practice has and grow as artists,” Bell
it is also beneficial for the our community.”
helped them to see more said.
“I want to be an artist for community.
For more information
a living, so putting my piec“Art is such a wonderful about the exhibit, contact
es in this exhibit will be a thing,” Anderson added. “I Johnson at cjohnson@
good experience,” Ritters- think the exhibit is a great montcalm.edu or (989) 328dorf said.
way for others to experi- 1248.

areas.
*Always wear your seat
belt.
*If a crash with a deer is imminent, don’t swerve, brake
firmly, hold onto the steering
wheel with both hands, come
to a controlled stop and steer
your vehicle well off the roadway.
The MDCC–a broad affiliation of groups representing
law enforcement, traffic safety,
insurance, natural resources,
higher education and strategic
regional planning in the public and private sectors—seeks

to increase awareness of the
problem among the driving
public and reduce the number
of deaths and injuries occurring each year on state roads.
Members are AAA Michigan;
Insurance Alliance of Michigan; Michigan Department of
Natural Resources; Michigan
Department of State; Michigan Department of Transportation; Michigan Sheriffs’
Association; Michigan Office
of Highway Safety Planning;
SEMCOG (Southeast Michigan Council of Governments); State Farm Insurance;
and Traffic Improvement
Association. For more information, visit the coalition’s
website at www.michigandeercrash.com.

...continued from page 3

*Deer often travel single
file, so if you see one cross
a road, chances are there are
more nearby waiting to cross,
too. When startled by an approaching vehicle, they can
panic and dart out from any
direction without warning.
*Be alert all year long, especially on two-lane roads.
Watch for deer warning signs.
They are placed at known
deer-crossing areas and serve
as a first alert that deer may be
near.
*Slow down when traveling through deer-population

Travels
...continued from page 2

was dealing with a herd of free range cattle in the middle
of the road after dark. Unlike our Michigan deer, their eyes
didn’t shine in the headlights and they didn’t dash out of the
way. The cattle have the right-of-way there, and if you hit
one you have to pay the rancher. The cattle seemed to know
this. At night time, they recommend driving slowly or not at
all, if you ever have the chance to visit free range country in
this beautiful area.
Thanks so much for taking us with you!
Are you going on vacation? Take the Post with you and
snap some photos. Then send them to us with some info to
news@cedarspringspost.com or mail them to Post travels,
PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. We will be looking
for yours!

tri county
Body shop
616.636.5341

2006 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX
Leather, Alloys, 6 Disc CD, Clean!

3,990

$

2007 CHEVY SILVERADO EXT. CAB
LT, 4x4, 5.3L, Step Bars, Towing!

6,995

$

2014 FORD FOCUS SE

70K, Auto., PW, PL, Cruise, Microsoft SYNC!

9,950

$

15% Off ALL NEW Furniture

Vintage Dining Set

New Furniture
Arriving wee
kly!
53 E. LakE St • Sand LakE, MI

616-557-5000

2005 PONTIAC VIBE

4 Cyl., 30 MPG! Auto., PW, Cruise, Runs Nice

4,300

$

2010 FORD FUSION SEL

4 Cyl., Leather, Pwr. Roof, Alloys, Sharp!

7,800

$

2006 CHEVY TRAILBLAZER LT

2008 FORD FOCUS SE

4x4, 150K, 6 Cyl., Full Power!

130K, PW’s, PL’s, Auto., 1 Owner

2013 CHEVY IMPALA LT

2011 CHRYSLER 200 TOURING

4,995

5,995

$

$

V6, 112K, 29 MPG!

Alloys, V6, Clean!

8,950

$

7,995

$

2010 HONDA ACCORD EX
4 Cyl., 117K, Clean! FWD

9,950

$

2008 JEEP COMMANDER 4x4

2005 CHEVY AVALANCHE 4x4

106K, V6, 3rd Row, Loaded!

5.3, Leather, Roof, 140K, Sharp!

10,900

10,990

$

$

Fax: 616.636.4523

Free
estimates

2004 CHEVY SILVERADO 2500
6.0L, Crew Cab, 4x4, 1 Owner, Drives Great! LS

10,995

$

2007 HUMMER H3

Pwr. Roof, Chrome Pkg., 130K

11,990

$

2002 FORD F350 EXT CAB

2010 BUICK ENCLAVE CXL

AWD 117k, Leather, DVD, Alloys, Full Power

Dually 2WD, 7.3 Liter Diesel, 93K Actual Miles!

11,995

13,995

$

$

BIG RAPIDS

Visit us on the web • www.cedarcarco.com

Owned &
Operated by

Indian Lakes Rd

Exit 101

GRAND RAPIDS

12771 Northland Drive, Cedar Springs 1 Mile North of M-57 (14 Mile Road)
Hours: Mon. & Wed. 9 am - 8 pm Tu, Th., Fri. 9 am - 6 pm • Sat. 10 am - 3 pm

GREENVILLE

ask us how we can help
with your deductable!

Cedar Springs

Northland Drive

89 north 3rd | sand Lake

MUSKEGON

Exit 104
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Prepare for Michigan Brighten the Indoors with Colorful
winter: now is the Amaryllis Blooms
time to weatherize
homes
By Melinda Myers

As the days get colder, the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services is encouraging residents to
weatherize their homes.
The MDHHS Bureau of Community Action and Economic Opportunity wants Michiganders to know that
weatherization services help reduce the energy burden on
low-income families by installing cost-effective, energy-efficient measures.
“We encourage all Michigan residents to weatherize their
homes to stay warm during the cold winter months,” said
MDHHS Director Nick Lyon. “For low-income residents
who turn to MDHHS for assistance when they are having
difficulty paying their energy bills, weatherizing your home
helps protect many from reaching that point.”
In the past year, more than 1,500 Michigan households
benefitted from the state’s Weatherization Assistance Program. Administered by MDHHS with grant dollars from
the U.S. Department of Engery, the program has weatherized more than 300,000 homes since its inception in 1976.
From air sealing to improving ventilation to adding insulation, home weatherization helps consumers save money
by saving energy, as well as improves the health and safety
of families by identifying carbon monoxide hazards, poor
indoor air quality, mold, and other health threats. Weatherization services also provide a variety of jobs statewide.
MDHHS partners with 26 local Community Action Agencies throughout the state to perform energy-conservation
services that reduce energy use and utility bills to create
more self-sufficient households. A recent Weatherization
Conference held in Bay City updated the state’s weatherization operators on best practices and new regulations for
program administration.
For more info visit Michigan.gov/mdhhs and click on
Assistance programs, then Emergency Relief, then Energy
and Weatherization.

Your
local floor-covering
Your hometown
floor-covering store
store
for
years
for 36
33 years

Brighten those gray winter days with a few colorful, easy-care
amaryllis. The 6- to 10-inch trumpet shaped blossoms are sure
to generate a smile and brighten your mood. And consider sharing the fun of growing these beauties with friends and families.
Watching the bulbs transform into beautiful blossoms is an experience everyone will enjoy – and it’s a gift that requires no dusting.
When buying amaryllis, purchase large bulbs for the biggest
and longest lasting floral display. One jumbo bulb will send up
multiple flower stems over several weeks. Smaller bulbs can be
planted two or three to a pot to create a living bouquet.
Try some of the newer varieties like ‘Lagoon’ and ‘Red Pearl’.
Their ten-inch blossoms are sure to enliven any indoor decor. Grow the ‘Nymph’ series of double amaryllis if you prefer
large flowers on shorter stems. ‘Cherry Nymph’ has a rose-like
beauty with layers of fire engine red petals.
And for something different, grow amaryllis ‘Evergreen’ with
long and narrow, pale chartreuse petals. Large bulbs will have
two or more stems, each with four or more flowers. Or plant the
uniquely shaped ‘Exotic Star’ with garnet red stripes and apple
green highlights on ivory petals.
Grow your amaryllis in a pot with drainage holes and use a
quality potting mix. Plant large bulbs in individual pots that are
seven to eight inches deep and five to six inches across. Or group
several bulbs together in a larger container.
Look for unique containers or decorative baskets to showcase
these beauties. To see some creative ways to display and decorate your home with amaryllis, download a free Winter-Blooming
Bulbs Inspiration Book (longfield-gardens.com).
When planting amaryllis bulbs, the top half of the bulb should
stay above the soil surface. You can dress up the container by covering the soil surface with moss or decorative stones. Water the
potting mix thoroughly after planting, and place the container in a
cool (60-65°F), bright location. Water sparingly until the sprouts
appear, and then start watering weekly, allowing the soil to dry
out in between.
Or go soilless. Place several inches of pebbles in the bottom of
a glass vase or watertight container. Cover the pebbles with water.
Set the bulb on top of the pebbles and add more stones around the
bulb to hold it in place. Add water as needed, keeping the water
level just below (almost touching) the bulb.
Now relax and wait the month or more needed for your amaryl-

Consultant
...continued from page 6

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive

1565 Dagget Road
Pierson

616-866-2748

Robinson

616-636-5565
887-2060

Septic cleaning, llc

w w w.robinsonseptic.net

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals
Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City
and surrounding areas since 1979

done this as well for Monday’s meeting. Earlier on Monday, Laura
sent an e-mail answering multiple questions that board members
had on various agenda items so we could all have that information
ahead of time, which was very helpful,” she explained.
Michelle Bayink was quite animated during the workshop, asking for ways they could improve and what Morrell’s recommendation might be. “I want to speak up, I want to work together as a
board. I’m trying to get solutions,” she said.
Matt Shoffner sent out a general press release stating that the
board took a major step toward demonstrating its commitment to
governing effectively on behalf of the students and communities it
serves by formally adopting the Board of Education Governance
Standards at its meeting on November 13, 2017 (see story on page
3).
“After working with Mr. Scott Morrell, from the Michigan Association of School Boards during a Cedar Springs Board of Education Self-Evaluation Workshop on October 23rd, 2017, I believe
BOE members listened to Mr. Morrell. There is a commitment to

CHRISTMAS TREES

&&

CHRISTMAS trees
TREES
Christmas
Wreaths
Wreaths

Wreaths Garland
Great
trees!
Several Varieties, Free
Several
Varieties,
Freedrilling.
Bailing, Shaking, and
Great
Prices!
Bailing, Shaking,
and drilling.

Great trees! Great Prices!
Great trees! Great Prices!

A portion of the proceeds

in
COMMUNITY

When you advertise in
yout LOCAL newspaper
CONTACT: sales@cedarspringspost.com

A portion
of the proceeds
Several
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‘Red Pearl,’ a newer variety of amaryllis, has huge red velvety flowers
that are deep crimson, overlaid with burgundy and maroon.

lis bulb to wake up and start growing. Flower buds usually emerge
before the leaves, but sometimes the leaves come first. When the
buds begin to open, move your amaryllis away from direct sunlight to extend the flower display.
You can also display these magnificent blooms in a vase. Wait
until the buds are soft and showing a little color, then cut the stems
to the desired length and place them in a clean vase with fresh
water.
To keep your blooming plant looking its best, use scissors to
remove individual flowers as they fade. Cut the entire stem back
to the bulb once it has finished blooming. And watch for a second
or third flower stem to appear. Some bulbs produce multiple stems
at one time while others rest a week or two before sending up
another flower stem.
That’s all there is to it. Just plant, water and place in a brightly lit
location for weeks of fresh, colorful flowers this winter.
Melinda Myers has written numerous books, including Small
Space Gardening. She hosts The Great Courses “How to Grow
Anything” DVD series and is a columnist and contributing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine. Myers was commissioned by
Longfield Gardens for her expertise to write this article. Myers’
website is http://www.melindamyers.com/www.melindamyers.
com.
be better and do better. To that end the board passed the MASB
Board of Education Governance Standards Resolution with a vote
of 5 to 1. “
“We are excited to be among the many school districts in Michigan to adopt the BOE Governance Standards,” said Board President Matt Shoffner. “We believe these Standards are an important
tool that will help us with the vital task of governing our district.
They will help us raise the bar, live up to expectations as elected
officials and better understand our roles as board members.”
Ted Sabinas was the lone member who voted against adopting
the Governance Standards. “I don’t agree with everything MASB
is trying to communicate,” he explained. “They are pretty generic
standards. We struggle with the ones we already have and then to
try to add more without a plan on what to do if it’s violated or not
followed correctly doesn’t make sense.”
One of the things Morrell told the board was that in certain instances, such as on actions that have to do with vision, the vote
should always be 7-0. He also noted that there should be a lot less
split votes. But Sabinas doesn’t agree. “I’m not that type of personality that if it’s on the agenda it’s automatically going to pass.
I was elected to speak up and point out things that don’t seem
correct,” he said.

Fire
...continued from page 2

individual fire department programs.
Outside of the GR Fire department, DC Tennant was an
adjunct instructor with the Michigan State Police Hazmat
Training Center; currently Co-Chairs the Governors Traffic
Safety Advisory Commission Traffic Incident Management
Action Team; he has volunteered with the Coopersville &
Marne Railroad; and has been active with his church in Cedar Springs.
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FAMILY FEATURES

F

all provides a time for fun and celebration, but it also can be an opportunity
to refocus on taking care of your home both indoors and out.
These simple upgrade ideas can help you improve aesthetic appeal, upgrade safety,
keep your home free from pests and save you time, resources and money.
Find more ideas for upgrading and updating your home at eLivingToday.com.

Get Smart About Laundry

Elegant Entry
De-bug Your Doors
Enjoy nature without all the pests by adding a protective
barrier to your entryways, such as an ODL Brisa
Retractable Screen Door. It can be installed over single,
double and sliding doors, and can take just 30 minutes to
install from start to finish. With one-touch entry and autoslide open, it allows for easy access when your hands are
full. When you’re not using it, you can use the secure
locking latch or let it slide back into its cartridge. For
more home improvement ideas, visit odl.com.

With a low-profile cylinder, Baldwin’s Spyglass Entrance
Set with Spyglass Levers offers an elegant, architecturally
inspired design. With SmartKey re-key technology, the set
is the ultimate in convenience and safety as it allows you
to re-key your lock in seconds and has American National
Standards Institute and Builders Hardware Manufacturers
Association Grade 2 security features. Belonging to the
premium Prestige Series, the Spyglass Entrance Set delivers
effortless, accessible style and affordable luxury. Find more
information at baldwinhardware.com.

Mess-Free
Mudroom

Feel the Heat
If temperatures are
dropping and a warm
blanket isn’t doing the
trick on an especially
chilly day, a space heater
can help keep you cozy.
Many options are light
and portable, allowing
you to move it from room
to room as necessary.
Rather than layering up
to enjoy a lazy day on
the couch, simply plug it
in and choose the setting
that’s right for maximum
comfortability. Plus, by
flipping the space heater
switch rather than cranking
up the heat, you can save
money on energy bills.

Simple Shredding

Photo courtesy of Getty Images

Take a load off and let your washer’s technology do the work. Available in
white or diamond gray, the top load laundry line from GE Appliances gives
owners the power to pretreat stains or hand wash delicates with an industryfirst soapy water station, automatically dispense the right amount of detergent
and fabric softener based on each individual load and control the load remotely
through smart devices by using WiFi Connect. Find more appliances to make
everyday life easier at geappliances.com.

Photo courtesy of Getty Images

One of fall’s obnoxious chores in the eyes of many
is cleaning up leaves scattered about the yard. To
help save time and energy, add a leaf shredder to
your arsenal of lawn equipment. By shredding leaves
rather than expending time and resources bagging and
disposing them, you can improve the look of your
yard without as much physical stress.

On cold days when a brisk
chill sends you seeking
indoor shelter, it can be
easy to make a mess at
the door with shoes and
outerwear. Instead of a
pile of garments greeting
you each time you come
home, add some structure
to the mudroom with an
organizer that allows you
to hang coats and scarves
and stow away shoes.
While keeping clothes
orderly, it can also help
keep you and guests from
tracking salt, mud and
other messes throughout
the house.
Photo courtesy of Getty Images
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Hunting/Outdoors
Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Nature in Framed Images

Find nature at Framed Images in Cedar Springs. The frame
shop has the beauty of nature
captured through the eyes of
artists. We can experience nature vicariously there and take
a favorite home. There are few
homes I visit that are without
some form of nature hanging
on the walls.
An original acrylic butterfly painting by William Howe
brightens my writing room all
year. I purchased the unframed
painting and framed it myself
with doorframes. One of our
butterfly association members
kindly told me the frame did
not do the painting justice. She
didn’t say my framing looked
crud but that is what she was
probably thinking. We took it
to Framed Images where it was
professionally framed. Now
people are not embarrassed for

me when they look at it.
Bill Howe donated several
paintings to Smithsonian National Museum. They could
not use all of them and sold
pictures to visiting scientists.
I donated butterflies to the
Smithsonian and visited behind the scenes for my butterfly and moth research several
times. I was pleased to acquire
my friend’s painting on one of
my visits.
Bill illustrated the book Butterflies of North America used
as a primary resource for my
graduate research. At the time,
few regional books had been
published. William Holland’s
book from 1903 was still an
important reference and Alexander Klots 1951 book was the
only book of choice for most
people in the East.
Bill Howe called me from

Kansas requesting to borrow
the painting for an event. Before that could happen, he
died. We all have connections
beyond family that somehow
penetrate our souls. We have a
wall of family pictures. Nature
pictures bring added life to our
walls.
My daughter, Jenny Jo,
painted one of my favorite
butterflies called the Harvester. People make special trips
to Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary to see the live butterfly in
the sanctuary. Adults have two
broods and fly twice a year.
Once in the spring and again in
midsummer. It is the only butterfly here that eats animals as a
caterpillar. It eats wooly aphids
that suck juices from speckled
alder twigs. The picture Jenny Jo created is now nicely
framed and hangs on our wall.

A friend from Kentucky painted two water scenes that she
gave me and they have frames
that accent the scenes. You do
not need to drive to Kentucky
to have pictures nicely framed.
Come to Cedar Springs where
they can be matted and framed
to suit your desires.
There is no need to drive
to the big city. Get a custom
frame locally that fits your
home perfectly. Create nature
niche views in your house to
carry you through long winters
so you don’t have to sleep them
away with the bears. Enjoy
trilliums and other ephemeral
wildflowers all year instead of
a limited three weeks in spring.
Apple blossoms come and go
and if frost does not kill flowers we get to taste the fruit of
the tree’s labor come fall. We
Nature - continues on page 15

Hunters needed to help the hungry
By Keith Creagh and Phillip Knight

Keith Creagh is the
director of the Michigan Department of
Natural Resources.

Dr. Phillip Knight is
the executive director of the Food Bank
Council of Michigan

Michigan’s hunters know firsthand the
pride and satisfaction of being able to
bring home a nutritious meal of wild game
to the family supper table. They also know
how hard it can be sometimes to provide
that food.
Imagine trying to feed your family

without the available means.
That struggle – with its stress, disappointment and anxiety – becomes particularly tough on families during the holiday
season each year, with increased demands
on a household budget.
Nearly 1.5 million Michigan residents –
15 percent of our residents and 18 percent
of our children – live with the stress of not
knowing when they will eat again – of not
having a secure food source.
As we head toward the holidays and
the firearm deer hunting season, hunters
can help make a positive impact on this
problem by donating venison to a family in need through Michigan Sportsmen
Against Hunger.
Since 1991, this group has helped connect donors, wild game processors and

charities that feed people in need.
The board of this all-volunteer, unpaid
organization – sportsmen and women
concerned about making a positive difference in their communities – works to
coordinate processing of deer harvested
by hunters with local, licensed game processors throughout Michigan.
Over the past quarter century, food
banks, pantries and shelters have distributed an estimated 608,000 pounds of venison donated by hunters. This translates
to more than 3 million meals provided to
struggling families.
Hunter donations of venison add up to
over 20,000 pounds each year, providing
over 100,000 meals.
Hunters can donate a whole deer, or a
hungry - continues on page 15

Save
the
“Big Bucks”

10% OFF through November!
heading into the wild?

Larry’s
NORTHTOWN

Mac’s
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Your One Stop Sports Shop!

Furniture &
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Furniture
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6481 SW Greenville Rd
Greenville, MI 48838

$179.95

Barn Resurrection
Karl Steinebach 616.255.2165
James Wamser 616.788.9750

At:

Chest Models Starting At:

With the discovery of chronic wasting disease (CWD) in Montcalm County, the Department of Natural Resources reminds hunters that, beginning Nov. 15, deer registration is mandatory for deer
harvested in the following townships: Maple Valley, Pine, Douglas, Montcalm, Sidney, Eureka and Fairplain in Montcalm County
and Spencer and Oakfield in Kent County.
To assist hunters and landowners near these areas, the DNR is
using a combination of staffed deer check stations and NEW unstaffed deer head drop-off locations (open 24 hours) in Montcalm
and Ionia counties.
Heads of all deer must be submitted to a DNR check station or
drop-off site within 72 hours of harvest, at which point hunters
will be given a CWD tag to confirm deer were registered properly.
For deer where a shoulder mount is desired, hunters may use any
licensed taxidermist, but the caped-out head must be submitted to
a DNR deer check station or head drop-off site after skinning. If a
European or skull mount is desired, please contact the Flat River
Field Office at 616-794-2658.
If CWD is found in a submitted deer, the hunter will be notified
by phone.
If CWD is not found, test results will be posted online at mi.
gov/dnrlab within seven business days of sample or carcass submission.
Deer heads from the Montcalm-Kent nine townships may be
submitted at the following sites:
• Montcalm Township Hall – 1880 S. Greenville Road,
Greenville, MI 48838. Deer check station and drop box
• Howard City – 125 E. Shaw St., Howard City, MI 49329.
Deer check station and drop box
• DNR Flat River Field Office – 6640 Long Lake Drive,
Belding, MI 48809. Deer check station and drop box
• Parr’s Deer Processing – 2028 W. County Farm Rd., Sheridan, MI 48884. Drop box only.
Deer heads from outside of the Montcalm-Kent nine townships
may be submitted at the following sites:
• Blanchard Thriftway Deer Processing – 903 S. Main St.,
Crystal, MI 48818. Drop box only
• Village Market-Carson City Deer Processing – 10715 E.
Carson City Rd., Carson City, MI 48811. Drop box only
• Slater’s Deer Processing – 1224 Prairie Creek Rd., Ionia, MI
48846. Drop box only
There are step-by-step instructions available at drop box locations. Hunters only receive successful deer hunter patches if they
submit their head at a staffed DNR check station location.
For other CWD mandatory deer registration areas (DMUs 333
and 359), or for additional deer check locations, visit mi.gov/cwd.  

• Metal Roofs
• Barn restoration
• Pole Barns
• Decks
• Painting/Power Washing
• Man Caves
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want to take into the woods with you!
We’ve GOt it All!
Sports Shop Hours:
Mon. - Fri. 7am-7pm
Sat. 6am-7pm
Sun. 6am-7pm

Convenience Store Hours:
Mon. - Fri. 5am-10pm
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A Non-profit Public School Academy
Making a Difference in the Things That Matter!

Spreading Kindness

Just spreading the
love for Kindness
month with some
very sweet 1st graders. “We just really
care about each other” was the quote
that inspired the student-initiated group
hug! Also our secondary students chose to spread notes of kindness around
our school. We have challenged all our students to do at
least one random act of kindness this month.

Transforming The World
With Feats of Strength

The Conquerors: 5th Grade students Cameron Haan and Sage
Sidlauskas had a photo op with Yago, one of the Conquerors who
performed during the assembly.

This past month CTA had special guests, The Conquerors, share their message with our elementary, middle and
high school students! Their feats of strength combined with
their message of “Be A Positive Influence In Our World”
made for an amazing assembly!

Brad Waid Conducts Professional Development for
government. Brad is called education for all students.
Teaching Staff
Creative
Technologies
Academy had the opportunity to work with Brad Waid
regarding game-changing
Apps, augmented reality
and emerging technology.
Brad Waid is an International speaker, influencer
and educator with over 15

years of classroom and industry experience. He is
an industry leader in Educational Technology, 21st
Century Learning, Culture
and Innovation, Augmented
Reality & Emerging Technologies. He is a consultant
to industry, education and

on by the industry to assist
in marketing and telling
the story of a product or a
company, he assists school
districts and educational
conferences in applying
technology into education,
and he works with government agencies to improve

Basketball
CTA 2017-18 Basketball Game Schedule
Varsity Girls Games at 5:30 p.m.
Varsity Boys Games at 7:00 p.m.
*Unless otherwise noted in schedule below

12/5
12/8
12/15
12/19
12/21
1/04
1/05
1/09
		
1/12
1/16
		
1/17
1/19
1/23
1/26
1/30
		
2/2
		
2/5
2/9
2/13
2/15
2/21
2/23

vs. Algoma Christian School @ TBD
vs. Wellspring Prep @Grace Bible College
@ West Michigan Aviation Academy
@ West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science
@ Hornets Home School - TBD
vs. Calhoun Christian @DeltaPlex (girls only - 2:00pm)
@ West Michigan Lutheran (girls only - 6:00pm)
@ Wellspring Prep - (girls)
@ Pineview - (boys) *6:00pm
vs. West Michigan Lutheran @ Cedar Springs Middle School
@ Flat River Academy (boys)
OPEN girls
@ Black River Public School
@ Algoma Christian School
vs. Big Rapids Home School @ TBD
vs. West Michigan Lutheran @ St. Mark Lutheran (5:30pm boys, 7:00pm girls)
@ Flat River Academy (boys)
OPEN girls
@ Pineview - (boys) - *6:00pm
OPEN for girls
@ Calvary
OPEN
vs. Black River Public School @TBD (Senior Night)
@ West Michigan Academy of Environmental Science
OPEN
@ West Michigan Aviation Academy

Seussical The Musical

Our kindergarten through 5th grade students
attended Seussical the Musical at the
Grand Rapids CIvic theatre. This field trip
was made possible due to our
successful walk-a-thon and
partnership with our
Parent Association.

Brad’s knowledge of educational technology, his
ability to assist industry and
government and his passion to inspire educational
change, make him a highly
sought after speaker and influencer who makes an impact wherever he goes.

CTA 2017-18
Basketball Rosters

CTA SCHOOL CALENDAR

November 17
Early Release Day
21
Early Release Day
22-26 Thanksgiving Break
December 1
Elementary Library Day
4
Elementary Winter Concert
6
Coffee Time with the Secondary 		
		Principal
8 & 9 Fall Play Twain’s Tales
8
Early Release Day
12
MS and HS Choir Concert
13
Coffee Time with the Elementary 		
		Principal
21
PA Meeting 6 p.m.
22
Early Release Day (Students and 		
		Staff)
25
Winter Break Begins
January
8
School Resumes
* Early Release Dismissal Schedule
• K-5 Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.
• 6-12 Dismissal at 12:45 p.m.

Creative Technologies Academy
350 Pine Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Open Enrollment Period
For the 2018-19 School Year
January 15, 2018 – February 15, 2018
You may register students for
Grades K-5 by calling Mrs. Mattson and
Grades 6-8 by calling Mrs. Colin at
(616) 696-4905.

CTA Teaches
Responsibility

Boys Basketball
Dawson Armstrong
James Hofstra
Tobius Potter
Charles Wortz
Collin Bishop
Luke Hubbard
Casen Armstrong
Tony Buchanan
John Wortz
Jordan Brown
Ivan Winters
Avery Bishop
Landon Winters
Head Coach: Todd Bowmar

Girls Basketball
Autumn Watson
Haven Nguyen
Brin Calkins
Elizabeth Jahns
Hannah Hofstra
Gam Puttakerd
Faith Watson
Cameron Medwayosh
Ruby Tompkins
Tori Wierda
Molly Wortz
Head Coach: Lisa Perry
Manager: Sierra Medwayosh

Book Surgeries

Character Education: Students enjoyed Subway lunch with Mrs.
Mattson.

During the month of October,
CTA focused on the character trait:
RESPONSIBILITY. K-5th grade
students received responsibility
cards when they were caught being responsible. Each student that
received a card, placed the card in
an envelope and 6 students were
randomly chosen to have a special lunch with the Principal, Mrs.
Mattson! Congrats t o all our Chargers that were caught being RESPONSIBLE!
Third grade students had the opportunity to be “surgeons” as they performed
“book surgeries” to start identifying,
describing, and using non-fiction text
features!

Business & Finance $
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BUSINESS BITS

West Michigan Collision

West Michigan Collision employees, friends and family at recent ribbon cutting
to celebrate expansion: (From L to R) Kim Neveau, Jason Behrendt, Rick Ross,
owner John Ross, Joe Smith, Kealan Lydell, Bruce Kwekle (BDD Construction)
and Elizabeth Ross.

If you are looking for an auto shop to fix your car, you might want to check
out West Michigan Collision. The business, located at 4595 14 Mile Rd, was
established in 2012. Owner John Ross recently added four stalls to the service
repair shop, and a state-of-the-art Hunter Hawkeye Elite alignment machine,
which they say is the largest in the area.
They service all domestic and foreign vehicles in both mechanical and collision repair. They offer electronic engine diagnostics and repair, suspension,
brakes, tires, and more. They repair cars, trucks, RVs, boats, motorcycles, etc.
They say their business is unique because it has the latest equipment, certified technicians including ICAR Platinum in the collision shop, and an ASE
Master mechanic in the service shop. They also offer free loaner cars for overnight repairs. The labor is rate is only $59/hour.
They feel that part of their edge over the competition includes having affordable rates, being honest and dependable, and guaranteeing all work 100
percent.
They are also working on becoming certified in aluminum repair.
You can give them a call at 616-696-9699 and check them out today. Hours
are Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., and by appointment on Saturday.
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Milk plant planned for Greenville
by Paul W. Jackson, Michigan Farm Bureau
A Greenville property has been
purchased by Foremost Farms for
a dairy processing facility.
Foremost, a dairy cooperative
based in Wisconsin, announced its
plan Nov. 9 for a plant to “receive
up to six million pounds of raw
milk per day,” depending on pending “approvals of necessary local
and state incentives and support,
including a long-term wastewater
treatment solution.”
“This facility is planned to be
operational in 12-to-14 months
and would receive up to six million pounds of raw milk per day,”
Foremost said in a press release.
“Foremost Farms would initially
process milk solids for internal use
in farmer-owned production facilities in the Upper Midwest, and for
sales to customers and to strategic
alliance partners.”
The 96-acre property is currently
vacant, Foremost indicated in the
press release.
“It is our goal to continue to work
with our strategic partners/alliances like we have established in the
region with Michigan Milk Producers Association at Constantine,
Mich., to maximize dairy farmer
investments, stabilize the regional milk market and add value for
all producers in this market,” said
Foremost CEO Michael Doyle.
“Foremost Farms’ executive management and board of directors
plans to strategically build this fa-

cility in Greenville in order to control our own destiny in Michigan
and unify our seven-state membership. All of our members produce
high-quality milk, and this facility
is part of the plan to optimize that
value today and into the future.”
What about cheese?
Whether the announcement
slows plans for a cheese plant envisioned by Michigan Milk Producers (MMPA), Dairy Farmers
of America (DFA), Foremost and
Glanbia, one thing is expected: if
the Foremost plant is built, it will
absorb nearly all of Michigan’s
current milk overproduction.
By taking another 6 million
pounds per day of milk from Michigan dairy farms, the planned plant
will certainly help farmers, and not
just Foremost members, said Chris
Wolf, professor of agriculture
economics and dairy expert with
Michigan State University.
“More processing means less

dumping and less distressed sales,”
he said. “And we know that Greenville is close to a lot of milk in Clinton, Ionia and Gratiot counties, and
it’s not too far from the highway,”
he said. “I wouldn’t advise anyone
to begin adding cows, but this plant
could take a lot of excess milk. Our
milk production growth is slowing,
but we’re still growing at about 3
percent above national growth. I
think this plant is very good news
as long as it doesn’t mean something bad for the cheese facility. If
we keep growing in milk production, one plant may not make much
difference, but it’s good to take the
portfolio approach and have multiple things to address the overproduction.”
Ken Nobis, president of the
MMPA, agreed.
“We will need more than just a
cheese plant in Michigan,” he said.
“This announcement by Foremost
Milk plant - continues on page 13
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Spectrum Health United
Hospital in Greenville has
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Excellence™ and was also
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named a recipient of the
Healthgrades 2017 Outstanding Patient Experience
Award™ as measured by
Healthgrades, the leading
online resource for compre-

hensive information about
physicians and hospitals.
The hospital was recognized with five-star ratings
for clinical quality achieveSpectrum - continues on page 15
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Milk plant
...continued from page 12

does not put that in jeopardy, but when you have multiple
entities involved in building something, that doesn’t shorten the decision-making process. The cheese plant is moving forward, even if there is one less entity involved. It just
takes time.”
While dairy farmers will need to exercise some patience
while the Foremost plant and a cheese plant moves forward, there is hope for a better future in dairying, said
Chuck Courtade, director of customer relations with DFA.
“There is light at the end of the tunnel now,” he said. “I
just hope the farmers can hang on during these low prices.”
Courtade said when both the raw milk plant and a cheese
plant are up and running, dairymen could expect a pay increase.

Legal
NOTICES
Public Notice
Summary of the Regular
Meeting of the
cedar Springs city council

The Cedar Springs Post
“If the excess capacity is gone, it would reduce some deductions of their milk checks,” he said. “If more milk stays
here, we might get closer to the federal marketing order
price.”
It’s been a long wait, but between Foremost’s announcement and the apparent commitment to a cheese plant in the
near future, farmers, and especially Foremost suppliers, are
anticipating better times that are nearer than they thought
just a few months ago.
“Between the two plants, we should be able to even handle some normal growth,” Courtade said.
Among the things that remain unclear is whether the
cheese plant will have Foremost involvement.
“I can’t speak to the joint venture (cheese plant), but I can
say that this (raw milk plant) is a totally separate facility,
a totally different project,” said Laura Mihm, spokesperson for Foremost. “The Greenville property we closed on is
about 27 miles from the epicenter of our members. But we
are still talking with our strategic alliance about something
in the future. We’re always willing to work with others.
That’s the cooperative spirit.”
Mihm would not rule out that co-op’s continued involvement with a cheese plant in Michigan, but she said for now,
Foremost is excited for its new unilateral Michigan venture.
“We are incredibly energized by this,” she said.
Reprinted by permission. This article originally appeared on Nov. 10, 2017 at https://www.michfb.com/MI/
Farm_News/Content/Markets_and_Weather/Milk_plant_
planned_for_Greenville/

Absolute Heating
& Ventilation LLC
2011
Dealer of the year

For FREE Estimates
call 616-866-5096

cedar Springs city Hall
66 S. Main St.
cedar Springs, Michigan

Brynadette
Powell

Dated: Nov. 16, 2017

Rebecca Newland
City Clerk
616.696.1330

Taxes
...continued from page 5

even a measure of fiscal restraint you can reform entitlements,
which are the chief drivers of increased spending; you can moderate or cut defense spending; and you can increase taxes. Some
politicians like to add a fourth — becoming more efficient—but
while helpful, that won’t have the necessary impact.
You’ve heard a lot already about how we need tax cuts to unleash economic growth. But the history of tax cuts makes clear
there’s only a tenuous connection between the two. Many factors
affect the growth of the American economy; taxes are only one of
them. And certainly, tax cuts that explode the deficit and send the
national debt skyrocketing are not going to get the job done.
What always worries me about tax debate on Capitol Hill is
that it begins with a lot of talk about reform, and usually ends
with a lot of talk about tax cuts. This isn’t surprising. Tax cuts are
popular. Tax reform, which helps some people and hurts others, is
politically treacherous.
So as you watch the debate on Capitol Hill, use your discrimination and judgment. Tax cuts can often help the economy, but
not if they balloon deficits and the debt. If that happens, they’ll
eventually end up lowering growth and slowing the economy.
Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana University
Center on Representative Government; a Distinguished Scholar,
IU School of Global and International Studies; and a Professor
of Practice, IU School of Public and Environmental Affairs. He
was a member of the U.S. House of Representatives for 34 years.

Business
ProfessionalS

thursday, November 9th, 2017
7:00 p.m.

The Meeting Was Called To Order At 7:02 P.M. By
The City Clerk Rebecca Newland. The Pledge Of
Allegiance Was Recited. Clerk Announced Election Results. Clerk Issued The Oath Of Office To
Winning Candidates. Gerald Hall Was Elected By
The City Council To Serve As The Mayor. Pamela
Conley Was Elected By The City Council To Serve
As The Mayor Pro Tem. Clerk Issued The Oath
Of Office To Mayor And Mayor Pro Tem. Seven
Councilmembers Were Present. An Appreciation
Award Was Presented To Tom And Claudia Mabie
And To The Holton Family. There Was Brief Presentation From Doug Vredeveld Regarding The
Financial Audit Conducted On The Financial Documents Of The City. ICCF Presented Possible
Low Income Housing On Pine Street. There Were
No Public Comments. There Were No Public
Hearings. The Agenda And The Consent Agenda
Were Approved With The Addition Of Starting Holiday Lighting A Week Early. Action Taken: Resolution 2017-21 A Resolution To Adopt The Recommendation Of The Cedar Springs Local Officers
Compensation Committee, Set Public Hearing To
Amend The Development Plan/Tax Increment Financing Plan And Proposed Ordinances For December 14th At 7pm,DDA/TIFF Ordinance First
Reading, Amended And Restated 2017 Tax Increment Financing Plan And Development Plan For
The Downtown Development District City Of Cedar Springs, Michigan 2017-2036. Discussions
Were Held On: Quarterly Ordinance Codification
And Biannual Supplements, December Holiday
Days Off, January-February Master Plan/Capital
Improvement Plan Workshop Meeting, Spring
Festival, 202 E Beech Paving, Tree Lights-Intent
To Cancel Street Light Decorations In 2018, Tax
Collection Hours Policy And Starting Holiday Tree
Lights A Week Early. The Meeting Was Adjourned
At 8:55 P.M. A Complete Copy Of The Minutes Is
Available In The Office Of The City Clerk And Will
Be Posted On The City’s Website Upon Approval.
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• Associate Broker
• Notary Public
Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.Brynadette.com

Arthur K. Eggerding
Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

SCHULTZ SEPTIC

$

5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

  #'%%" & !
 & 7pm
!'" &!
Sat.
9:30am-1pm
$
&!



  "616.696.3900

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

616.263.1777

Our low rates are worth
the call! - 696-9570

JEWELER
FLORIST 21+
Years Hand-crafting
& Repairing

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

Your original
hometown florist
“Look
for
our
specials
“Look
canopy
“Look for
for the
the striped
green canopy
on Facebook.”
&& bright
yellow
bright
yellow doors”
doors”

866-0990

17 N. Main St.

Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair
Hours
Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

Lori Visser

www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential •Commercial

Daniel J. Reynolds
Jeweler
21 W. Cherry | Cedar Springs, MI

616.696.0982

Major Credit Cards aCCepted
Finished Quality Jewelry

EXCAVATING, INC.

Screened TopSoil
SCREENED
TOPSOIL
gravel
Sand
GRAVEL •• SAND
recycled
RECYCLED concreTe
CONCRETE
Licensed &
LICENSED
& insured
INSURED
commerciaL &
& residentiaL
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

636-5524
636-5524

www.deanexcavating.com

WE INSTALL

•Clutches
•Brakes

•Oil Changes

•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051

Covered by Medicare and suffering from Back or Knee Pain?

RELIEVE
YOUR
PAIN NOW!
Learn for FREE how a Back or Knee
Brace can help: 888-423-9662
Give your back or knees the
support and relief they need to
reduce your pain

› Fast and Easy Medicare
Approvals
› Free Nationwide Shipping

Call 24/7: 888-423-9662
We have other braces available, for your shoulder, neck, ankle and back.

North End Tire & Auto

(616) 439-3400

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

CLASSIFIEDS
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The

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word

Call 616.696.3655

NOTICE: All real estate
advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Amendments Act and
the Michigan Civil Rights Act,
which make it illegal to advertise
“any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, national
origin,
handicap,
familial
status, age or marital status,
or an intention to making any
such preference, limitation or
discrimination.” Familial Status
includes children under the age
of 18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody
of children under 18. This
newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate, which is in violation of
the law. To report discrimination,
call the Fair Housing Center at
616-451-2980. The HUD tollfree number for the hearing
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

HOMES FOR SALE

CEDARFIELD
55+
COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

Recently
remodeled home
waiting for you!
13638 Starflower Lane

616-696-1100

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

PEOPLE WHO KNOW
REAL ESTATE BEST!

616-696-3300
Fax 616-696-3311

Who do you know
Who’s
LOOKING TO BUY
OR
SELL REAL ESTATE
View our website
stoutgroup.net

Leon
STOUT

REALTOR® - CONSULTANT

(616) 915-6414 Direct 24/7
leon@stoutgroup.net
433 0 17 Mile Rd .,
Cedar Sp ring s, MI

– 696-3655 –

ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

AUCTION

SELF StoRAgE

616-696-2598

Services

Storage
CEDARFIELD
Next to Meijer

A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb

Critter

www.artsmithauctions.com

Auction SAle
In accordance with the
provisions of law, there
being due and unpaid
charges for which the
undersigned is entitled to
satisfy, an owner’s lien of the
goods hereinafter described
and stored at CEDARFIELD
SELF STORAGE located
at 3592 – 17 Mile Rd.,
Cedar Springs, MI 49319,
888-865-4800 is hereby
enforced; and, due notice
having been given to the
owners of said property and
all parties known to claim an
interest therein, and the time
specified in such notice for
payment having expired, the
goods will be sold at public
auction to the highest bidder
or otherwise disposed of on
Friday, November 17, 2017
at 10 am. Cash only. We
reserve the right to refuse
any or all bids.
Gary Kelly; F619, 10x20,
household goods.
Leslie Lapekas; D410,
10x15, household goods.

Help
Wanted
Local insurance agency looking for a licensed
Property & Casualty agent/
CSR. Send resume to PO
Box 129, Howard City, MI
49329. #46p

Narrow
Your
Search
use the

Cedar Springs
Post
Classiﬁeds

Classiﬁeds Work

Real
Estate

The POST will give you

1.00 OFF

$

CLASSIFIEDS
when you pay with

CA$H

Corner

WIntER CAR

StoRAgE SpECIAL

Lost: Dog - older female
red chow/boxer mix. Lost on
Cedar Springs Ave. between
Egner and Northland/18 Mile
on Saturday, November 11th.
Please call 616-788-9861. #46

$400.00 total
for 5 months
10 ft. x 20 ft.
indoor unit

616-696-1100

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

lost AND
found

Husky/German
female, about
the Solon and
Call 616-696-

Free to Good Home: Cat, male,
black and white with stripes, 6
months old. Litter box trained.
Inside or outside. Call Amber
616-291-1567. #43

Lost: Prescription glasses at
Dollar Tree in Cedar Springs on
November 2nd around 3:15 pm.
Please return to the store and
they will contact me. #45

The

Lost: Dog Shepherd mix,
80 lbs. Lost in
Edgerton area.
2672. #43

P ST

• Lost
• Found

• Free

to good
homes

Humane Society of West Michigan’s

PETS of the Week
Sanders – Male Rat Terrier mix
I am cute 3 year old dog
weighing only 15 pounds! I am
looking for my forever home
and would do best in a routine household with no small
children. I am social and warm
up to new people quickly, but
I do not like to be surprised
and prefer to approach people
first. I currently am kenneled
with another male dog and we
get along very well! If I sound
like the right fit for you, please
come meet me at Humane
Society of West Michigan!
Petunia – Female Domestic Short Hair
I am a quiet 7 year
old cat looking for
my forever home!
I would do best in
a relaxed and quiet home where I
could have my own
space when needed.As a Silver Paws
Society member
(animals ages 7 years and older) by adoption fee is waived.
Please come meet me at Humane Society of West Michigan!
Humane Society of West Michigan is open Tuesday-Friday
12pm-7pm and Saturday-Sunday 11am-4pm.

poT
s
s
i
h
T

New Family Member

5

1
only $ ek
per we

5,000 copies
printed weekly

Call 616.696.3655

P ST
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November
Animal Ads

FREE
The POST
696-3655
are

in

Classifieds

Now through Nov. 22

If you’ve been thinking about adding a new furry friend to your
family, now is the time to do it! Humane Society of West Michigan is waiving the adoption fee for all adult cats (5 months and
older) and critters! We have also reduced the adoption fee for
adult dogs (5 months and older) to $99, saving you $96! As
always, pets over the age of 7 years have their adoption fees
waived. This adoption special expires on Nov. 22nd.
Puppies and kittens under 5 months are not included
and will be adoptable for their normal fee.

are online @
cedarspringspost.com/classifieds/
at home or away...
we’re just a click away

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

For more information on the
Humane Society of West Michigan,
call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at
3077 Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of
Three Mile Road during adoption hours or
visit www.hswestmi.org

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at

www.cedarspringspost.com
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Cost of Ad
$ ________
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$1.50
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$1.50
Name ________________________________
Ad Total
$ ________
Times to run
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Amount Due
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Type of Payment
___Cash
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25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.
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Crash
...continued from front page

blankets in the back of the car so I searched the car [for a
baby] but it was only her,” he explained, referring to the
driver of the car.
The man driving the truck, Dennis Wayne Hathaway, 60,
of Ensley Township, was checked out at the scene for chest
and leg pain by Rockford Ambulance.
The woman driving the silver Ford Taurus was identified
by the Kent County Sheriff Department as Olivia Erin Anderson, 21, of Alpine Township. She was extricated from
the car by Algoma and Solon Fire Departments and transported by Aeromed to Butterworth Hospital with head trauma.
The scene was cleared at 5:43 p.m.

Nature
...continued from page 10

can enjoy an orchard scene on our walls all year.
Explore the Framed Images shop to enjoy nature’s beauty captured through artists’ eyes. The frame shop is found on Main Street
one block south from the Kent Theater and across the street from
the Chase bank. Enjoy the quaintness of Cedar Springs and hardworking shop owners in Cedar Springs. It will be a pleasant indoor
“outside” outing for an inclement day.
Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody
Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar Springs, MI
49319 or call 616-696-1753.

Hungry
...continued from page 10

portion, by visiting a participating game processor. A list of processors involved in the program is available by calling the Michigan Sportsmen Against Hunger hotline at 1-586-552-6517 or by
visiting www.sportsmenagainsthunger.org
Game processors are reimbursed by the pound for the meat
they process. They also work with local food banks or soup kitchens to distribute ground venison.
Monetary donations can be made to the Michigan Sportsmen
Against Hunger program when purchasing a hunting or fishing
license or by making a Help Feed the Hungry donation at www.
michigan.gov/estore.
These funds help cover the costs of processing, packaging and
transporting donated venison.
This year, with the generosity of hunters – and the financial
support of hunters and non-hunters – 32 different community
agencies have received a total of over 20,000 pounds of ground
venison. This significant donation is from just 16 different processors working with the organization.
The Food Bank Council of Michigan (FBCM) is an important
partner in the Sportsmen Against Hunger program, working to
distribute donated venison across the state.
This annual initiative aligns with the council’s mission to create
a food-secure Michigan, where each person has access to proper
nutrition acquired by dignified means.
The council is uniquely positioned to help distribute the donated venison. Last year, the FBCM’s seven partner food banks, distributed more than 181 million pounds of food to over 2,800 food
pantries in every Michigan county.
Michigan food banks work with Sportsmen Against Hunger to
help bring quality meat to the tables of people in need. Meat contains protein which ranks among the food items most needed by
those without regular access to food.
The FBCM looks forward to working with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources and Sportsmen Against Hunger
to grow this program, so more people have access to wholesome
food.
In addition to the DNR and the Food Bank Council of Michigan, the program is sponsored by several organizations, including
Safari Club International, Michigan United Conservation Clubs,
Michigan Bow Hunters Association, Ted Nugent World Bowhunters and the United Methodist Men’s Club.
Michigan is home to a proud, long-standing hunting tradition.
Last year, more than half a million hunters in Michigan took to
the woods during the firearm deer season. They brought home
roughly 165,000 deer.
With the firearm deer season again upon us, we urge hunters to
consider donating to Michigan Sportsmen Against Hunger. It’s a
gratifying way to help friends and neighbors by providing healthy
venison meals to families who need food.
Struggling families across Michigan will deeply appreciate
your generosity, especially during the holiday season.
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Program
...continued from page 2

Gedi after school youth Center at Red Hawk Elementary.
MOH meets after school every Thursday in the Media Center until 4pm. They learn such things as leadership, character, courage, diligence, compassion, honesty, integrity,
perseverance and so much more. MOH has developed a
two-year teaching curriculum for leaders to follow.
Young men and ladies are rewarded with an official MOH
or LOH T-shirt by reciting axioms. The MOH can earn five
tenant pins for courage, diligence, character, passion, and
perseverance. The LOH can earn five charms.
Participants become partially commissioned by completing the 3 MOH or LOH magazines and earn a dagger. They
become fully commissioned and become an Honor Guard
by reading 6 more books and completing the complementary workbooks. MOH earn a William Wallace sword and
LOH earn a beautiful Shield.
The MOH will be going to Pine Ridge Bible Camp for
Honors Camp on November 17-19. Any young man is
welcome to join the camp. There will be a lot of fun and
challenging activities and events that will encourage each
young man in his manhood.
On Thursday, December 14, Cedar Springs will be
launching it’s own Ladies of Honor program at Red Hawk
Elementary right after school. They will also end at 4pm.
Any interested 7th & 8th grade ladies can take the shuttle
bus from the middle school to Red Hawk.
For more information for Men or Ladies of Honor in Cedar Springs, camp, or to start your own club, please contact
Regional Director Randy Badge at rbadge@themenofhonor.org. You can also visit the website at www.HonorMinistries.org.

Standards
...continued from page 3

of school boards and school board members that contribute
to positive outcomes for students. And they do so in simple
terms so as to be easily understood by board members and
the entire school district community.
“We believe that locally adopting the Standards not only
helps our governance team be more effective, but it sends
a strong message that all of us as local school leaders are
willing to step up and serve professionally,” said Shoffner.
“We have standards for students, teachers and administrators, and now we have Board of Education Governance
Standards for our board as well.”

Meter

Page 15

...continued from page 3

Displayed: 0000220
In 30 days record the number displayed on the meter.
Example: June 1st 2018 Meter Displayed: 0000224
Take the number that you most recently recorded and subtract it
from the number that you recorded at the beginning of the month.
Example:
00000224 -00000220= 0000004
Water usage is billed for every 1,000 gallons used. This number never gets rounded up.
****Your number on your water meter will never go down. It
is like the odometer on your car it will always go up showing
you how many gallons have passed through since it was installed.*****
Example: Meter reading * 1,000 = gallons used since meter
installation
8/16/2016 – 10*1,000 = 10,000 gallons used since installation
8/16/2017 – 224*1,000= 224,000 gallons used since installation
8/16/2018 – 1457*1,000= 1,457,000 gallons used since installation
For more information on the water bills, please visit: http://dev.
cityofcedarsprings.org/hrf_faq/water/
Customers with specific concerns about their bill should contact the City’s Department of Public Works Director at 616-6961330 Ext. 108.

Spectrum
...continued from page 12

ments in four categories: Treatment of Chronic Obstructive Pulmonary Disease; Treatment of Pneumonia for three
years in a row (2016-2018); Treatment of Sepsis for seven
years in a row (2012-2018); and Treatment of Respiratory
Failure for two years in a row (2017-2018). Patients treated
at hospitals receiving a five-star rating have a lower risk of
complications during a hospital stay than if they were treated at hospitals receiving a one-star rating in that procedure
or condition.
“We are pleased to be honored by Healthgrades again
this year,” said Spectrum Health United Hospital President
Andrea Leslie. “We are very proud of our team for their
commitment and hard work to ensure quality care and safe
outcomes for our patients and their families.”
Healthgrades analyze clinical outcomes (mortality and
complications) for each of 34 condition or procedure cohorts. Inclusion criteria for cohort analyses require at least
30 cases across three years of data and at least five cases in
the most current year per hospital. As a result, the number
of hospitals that qualified and received a rating ranged from
a low of 526 rated for bariatric surgery to a high of 4,098
rated for pneumonia. Nearly 5,000 small acute-care hospitals were analyzed for clinical outcomes.

ImmedIate PosItIons
avaIlable
Come join our growing team of
health care professionals at

A.C.E. HOME HEAlTH CArE
& AunTiE A.C.E. STAFFing
LPN/RN’s:

Needed immediately for pediatric
clients with vent/trach and or feeding
tubes. Shifts are available in Cedar
Springs (nights), Greenville (days),
Belding (nights) and Grand Rapid’s
(a variety of shifts available). Shifts
are 8-12 hours shifts. Above average
wage for home health care shifts,
earned paid time off, weekly pay,
and flexible scheduling.

Home Health
Aides/CENA’s:

Visits are available in
a variety of areas
in Kent and
Montcalm counties.
Competitive
wage scale,
flexible scheduling,
paid time off and
travel time.

For more information please call:
Michelle Thomas at 231-937-4514 or fax resume to 231-937-7246 EOE
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TIME ONLY

