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Broadway Our Way 
in Cedar Springs

ALL ticket sales and sponsor donations will go to the 2012 Community Challenge for our Library Building Fund 
 

Tickets In Advance at   
the Library 

At the Door 

Adults $10 $12 
Adults 65+ $5 $7 

Students $5 $7 
Under 5 Free Free 
Family $25 $30 

Cedar Springs  
 

High School Auditorium 
 

7:00-8:00 pm 
(Doors Open at 6:30 pm) 

 

Enjoy Songs from your Favorite Broadway Musicals  

Broadway Our Way 

Friday, November 9, 2012 

 
 Candlelight Dinner 

 
 

Cedarfield’s Club House  
17 Mile Road just West of Meijer’s 

 
A family style Tuscan Harvest Dinner 

 Sponsored by The Cedar Springs Women’s Club 
$15 per person 

 
 

Doors open at 5:00 pm      Dinner served 5:30-6:30 pm  
 
 

Buy your dinner tickets at the  
Library by November 1st 

Afterglow 
 

Your ticket includes entry to the Afterglow 
 in the High School Cafeteria.  

 
Mingle with your friends 
Enjoy light refreshments 
Visit with cast members 

 

Facebook Online Silent Auction  
 

This is your opportunity to view these items. 
Go to search, type in:  

Cedar Springs Public Library Silent Auction 

43 West Cherry St 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319 
616-696-1910 

cedarsprings.llcoop.org 

Hours: 
Mon., Tues., & Fri. 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm 

Wed. 10:00 am - 7:00 pm 
Sat. 10:00 am -1:00 pm 

 
 
 

Cedar Springs Public Library 

Mayor hit by car

Cedar Springs native 
Larry Young Jr. and his 
company, Creative Edge 
Productions, will bring their 
musical “Broadway, Our 
Way,” to the Cedar Springs 
High School auditorium on 
Friday, November 9, at 7 
p.m. Enjoy many of your 
Broadway favorites and 
contribute toward a new 
Cedar Springs library at the 
same time! 

For Young, the son of 
Larry and Audrey Young, 
of Cedar Springs, acting is 
in his blood. “I was in every 
musical every year I was 
in high school,” said the 
1995 graduate, in a previ-
ous interview with the Post. 
During his senior year he 
played Tevye in Fiddler on 
the Roof, and went on to 

Cedar Springs Mayor 
Charlie Watson was hit by a 
car as he attempted to cross 
Main Street last Wednesday, 
October 24.

According to Cedar 
Springs Police Chief Roger 
Parent, Watson, 48, was 
walking eastbound on Mus-
kegon Street about 7:40 

p.m., and had entered the 
crosswalk at Main Street, 
when he was hit in the 
southbound lane by a pick-
up truck.

The driver of the pickup, 
Michael Gottschalk, 38, 
of Algoma Township, was 
traveling west on Muskegon 
then turned south on Main 

Street at the green light and 
struck Watson. He was cited 
for failing to yield to a pe-
destrian.

Cedar Springs Fire and 
Rescue responded to the 
scene, and Watson was 
transported to the hospital 
by ambulance. He suffered 
a fractured fibula.

Gas station demolished

A man that reportedly gave co-
caine to a 13-year-old girl so he 
could have sex with her has pled 
no contest in the case.

According to Cedar Springs 
Police Chief Roger Parent, Sgt. 
Edward Good reopened a crimi-
nal sexual conduct investigation, 
filed back in 2010, after he was 
contacted by the Kent County 

Sheriff Department with new in-
formation. Sgt Good’s follow-up 
and interviews resulted in a 2-count 
felony warrant being issued for 
Criminal Sexual Conduct in the 1st 
degree (during a felony) against Ja-
son Hoover, 32. 

Last week, Hoover pled no con-
test to one count of third-degree 
criminal sexual conduct and pled 

guilty to possession of cocaine less 
than 25-grams, and third-degree fleeing 
and eluding.

He was charged with several felonies 
as a result of a traffic stop near Arby’s 
on 17 Mile in Cedar Springs, including 
for cocaine (which was found above his 
visor). Later interviews led to the dis-
covery of details surrounding the inci-
dent with the girl.

He will be sentenced November 14.
Hoover is no stranger to either Ce-

dar Springs Police or the Kent County 
Sheriff Department. He has served time 
in prison for domestic violence, posses-
sion of a firearm by a felon, and mari-
juana and cocaine charges. Those latter 
charges were due to a traffic stop by 
Cedar Springs Police in 2010. He got 
out of prison in April 2011.

Jason Hoover

The former Speedway gas station, at 333 
S. Main Street, near Morley Park, was torn 
down last week.

The gas station, which was closed June 
30, 2009, due to poor economics, thrived for 
38 years. But business dropped off, and cus-
tomers dropped off considerably once con-
struction started on S. Main St., in front of 
the business, forcing it to close. The property 
has been for sale ever since. 

It was a Checkers gas station, when Speed-
way bought it in 1971. Fred Gunnell wrote 
in an article for the Post a couple of years 
ago that he remembers when a Sunoco sta-
tion was there.

Shane Pochard, of Marathon Petroleum 
Corporation, said that the property remains 
for sale and that the fuel tanks were removed 
quite some time ago. 

 The old Speedway gas station near Morley Park as it was being razed last week. 

Post photo by J. Reed.

perform in many other pro-
ductions, and win several 
awards.

In January 2009, he and 
friend Kelly Carey formed 
Creative Edge Produc-
tions. Together they create 
customized entertainment 
for corporate and private 
events. “We put together 
an entertainment package 
that fits their needs,” he ex-
plained. Broadway our way 
is one of those events. It is 
a musical journey through 
Broadway’s greatest hits, 
featuring some of Broad-
way’s most memorable 
songs from smash-hit shows 
like: Les Miserables, Phan-
tom of the Opera, Wicked, 
Singing in the Rain, Annie 
Get Your Gun, The King 
and I, A Chorus Line, and 

more. It stars Young, Carey, 
Cici Gramer, and Stephen 
Grey.

This will be one of the last 
big fundraisers to get the 
Library close to the $50,000 
matching grant. They are 

currently at $36,000 and are 
hoping this program brings 
them over the top. 

There are three ways to 
help: 

1. If people would like 
to be mentioned in the pro-

gram as a sponsor, make a 
donation in any amount by 
November 1 to get your 
name listed in the program.

2. Buy your tickets for the 
show either at the library or 
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Staff Sergeant 
Larry “Duke” 
Harrison has 
been serving 
the last 15 years 
with the US 
Army and the 
Michigan Army 
National Guard. 
SSG Harrison 
has served three 
combat tours—
two tours in 
Iraq, and he just 
returned home a 
month ago from Afghanistan. He is a Wayland grad-
uate and is currently living with his wife in Cedar 
Springs, MI. Thank you Duke for everything you 
have done for our country. Home of the free, be-
cause of the brave!
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Robinson
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

1565 Dagget Road, Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas.

(616) 636-5565 or 887-2060

If you can’t flush... You may need us!
P O R TA B L E  T O I L E T  R E N TA L S

2.00%* for 24 months.

2.75%* for 60 months.

We’re Clearing Out The Rates

Rates as low as: 

*Rate based on individual credit score and does not apply to current KCCU loans.   Rates are subject 
to change without notice. For complete details, visit www.mykccu.com or call 888-336-3490. Federally 

insured by NUCA.

(Payment Example: $10,000 �nanced for 24 months at 2.00% = $425.40 monthly payment)

(Payment Example: $10,000 �nanced for 60 months at 2.75% = $178.58 monthly payment)

Or

For all your �nancial service needs, call on
Member SIPCSeth Baker-Donnan

Financial Advisor
. 4027 17 Mile Rd

Cedar Springs, MI
49319
616-696-9370

317 POUNDS

www.edwardjones.com Member  SIPC 

That is how much food we have 
gathered so far for the Cedar Springs 
Community Food Pantry.  Please help 
us reach our goal of 1000 pounds 
before November 19th.  Non-perishable 
foods can be dropped off at our office 
Monday - Friday from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m.  Thank you for your help!

549 POUNDS
That is how much food we have gathered  
so far for the Cedar Springs Community 
Food Pantry.  Please help us reach our goal 
of 1500 pounds before November 15th.  
Non-perishable foods can be dropped 
off at our office Monday - Friday from 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  No cash donations       
accepted. Thank you for your help!For all your �nancial service needs, call on

Member SIPCSeth Baker-Donnan
Financial Advisor

. 4027 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs, MI
49319
616-696-9370

317 POUNDS

www.edwardjones.com Member  SIPC 

That is how much food we have 
gathered so far for the Cedar Springs 
Community Food Pantry.  Please help 
us reach our goal of 1000 pounds 
before November 19th.  Non-perishable 
foods can be dropped off at our office 
Monday - Friday from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m.  Thank you for your help!

Utility company rebates 
are still available 

Call Today for details!

Learn More About 
Multiple Myeloma

Call 1-855-491-1865 
to register and learn more

Crossroads Conference 
Center
6569 Clay Avenue SW
Grand Rapids, MI 49548

Tuesday,  
November 13, 2012
Registration: 6:00 PM
Program Start: 6:30 PM

Wendy Koopman 
RN, MSN,
FNP, AOCNP, 
Cancer and
Hematology Centers 
of Western Michigan
Katie, Living with 
Multiple Myeloma

medical expert discuss 
a treatment option for 
multiple myeloma

answered

treatment experience 
of a person living with 
multiple myeloma

with multiple myeloma

WHERE WHOWHEN

You’re invited to join us for this live 
educational event, where you’ll be able to:

MILLENNIUM and           are registered trademarks of 
Millennium Pharmaceuticals, Inc.  Other trademarks 
are property of their respective owners.

Millennium Pharmaceuticals, Inc. Cambridge, MA 02139  Copyright © 2012,  
Millennium Pharmaceuticals, Inc. All rights reserved. Printed in USA  V-12-0166  5/12

Hometown hero Purple sky at night

Sunrise and sunset remind us of what a beautiful world 
we have the privilege to live in. 

Kaitlynn Magoon, age 10, took this photo of a beauti-
ful purple sky on 17 Mile Rd, just west of the express-
way, on Monday evening, October 29, 2012 at 7 p.m. 

Thanks so much, Kaitlynn!

City Council 
meeting to be 
rescheduled

The Cedar Springs City Council meeting originally 
scheduled for November 8 has been cancelled. 

According to Cedar Springs City Clerk Linda Branyan, 
this is being done because the election results from the Nov. 
6 election will not be certified by the board of canvassers 
in time for the newly elected councilpersons to be officially 
sworn in. 

A new date had not yet been confirmed at press time.  

Cedar Springs 
School board 
candidates

There are two open positions on the Cedar Springs Board of 
Education, and two people running. Incumbent Brook Nich-
ols, currently Board President, is seeking reelection, and new-
comer Patricia Eary is running for Trustee Tim Avery’s seat, 
who opted not to run again. These are six-year terms. Voters 
are reminded to vote at their local city or township hall. 

Brook Nichols grew up in Ed-
wardsburg, Michigan and then 
graduated from Grand Valley State 
before moving to Cedar Springs in 
1997. She works in the Financial 
Service industry and started her 
own Financial Planning business 
in 2001. “I help clients plan and 
save for retirement as well as assist 
them with college planning and 
life insurance needs.” She and her 

husband have two daughters, and you can often quite often 
find them at soccer, volleyball and basketball games, working 
in the Band Boosters concessions or attending marching band 
competitions. Brook was elected to the Board of Education 
in 2004, and has served as Trustee, Secretary, Vice President 
and President. She has also served on several different com-
mittees. 

“I have learned so much being on the board and am proud of 
our district for their collaborative approach in contract nego-
tiations and solving day to day problems to make our schools 
better,” she said. “The past six years have been challenging 
financially, but the staff and administration has worked tire-
lessly to overcome these obstacles to continue to provide an 
excellent education for our students.”

She said the major challenges of the district continue to be 
related to our funding. “We need to continue to work together 
be efficient with our resources. One of my main concerns is 
class size, especially at the elementary level. Another concern 
is keeping up with technology. While updates have been made 

in many buildings and we have a few pilot classrooms using 
the ipad, technology changes so fast and can be very costly, but 
is necessary in keeping our students up to date and preparing 

them for the future,” she said.
Patricia Eary grew up in Kent 

City, and has lived in the Cedar 
Springs School district for 26 
years. She and her husband, Da-
vid, a lifelong resident, have one 
son, Sam, who graduated in 2008 
and will graduate from GVSU in 
December with a mathematics de-
gree with an emphasis in second-
ary education. Patricia said she is 

running for the board because she knows her son received an 
excellent education at Cedar Springs, and she wants to ensure 
that students will continue to receive an outstanding education 
in the future.

Other organizations or boards Patricia has served with in-
clude the Cedar Springs Music Boosters for 10 years, five of 
them as president; and on the Shaffer Estates neighborhood 
board, as secretary and then as treasurer for many years. She 
has also volunteered in Cedar Springs school classrooms for 
17 years, and understands challenges faced by both staff and 
students.

She sees Ample funding from the State and Federal govern-
ment as the major challenge facing the district. “The school 
administration and the school board have been creative and 
have done an outstanding job with the limited funding they 
have received,” she said. “I would strive to continue to seek 
appropriate funding levels for our school district.”



There are three people running for two four-year terms on 
the Cedar Springs City Council. Candidates include incum-
bent Christine Fahl, who is currently serving as Mayor Pro 
Tem, and newcomers Bob Truesdale and Patricia Troost. 
Councilor Pat Capek opted not to run again after 16 years.

Christine Fahl grew up and 
graduated from Cedar Springs 
High School in 1984, and moved 
back in 2006 to be closer to fam-
ily. She has two daughters, and for 
the last 13 years has been a Labor 
Relations Specialist for Service 
Employees International Union 
(SEIU) Local 517M.  She current-
ly serves as Mayor Pro-Tem, is on 
the personnel and compensation 

committee, the zoning board of appeals, the wellhead pro-
tection committee, the local government liaison committee, 
council finance committee, and is Vice Chair of the Library 
board. She feels her main strength is her ability to look at 
all sides of an issue and the ability to cost-out potential ex-
penditures of the city and recognize the impact it would 
have financially to the city budget.  Christine feels the ma-
jor challenge to the city is maintaining financial sustain-
ability in the wake of revenue cuts, while still maintaining 
quality services to citizens and improvements to the City of 
Cedar Springs. “I will continue to be very self-conscience 
of expenditure decisions that affect the City’s budget,” she 
said.

Patricia Troost grew up in 
Howard City.  She has lived in the 
City of Cedar Springs for 3 years 
and is a Paralegal at Reisinger 
Law Firm, PLLC, in Grand Rap-
ids. She has been married to Scott 
Troost, for 25 years; and they 
have three adult children and four 
grandsons. Patricia said she is run-
ning because “there seems to be a 

lot of strife going on between the current council mem-
bers and the residents of Cedar Springs and I am hoping to 
change that. Our City is going through a difficult time right 
now and I decided I could not just sit back and watch oth-
ers determine the fate and future of our city.” She said her 
main strength is having the ability to disagree and still hold 
a relationship with that person, and being willing to make 
the tough decisions that need to be made to bring goodwill 
and trust between the residents and the council. Patricia 
believes the major challenges facing the city include the 
parking enforcement codes, and the issue the town’s iden-
tity. She’d like discussions to begin again between the Red 
Flannel Board and the City.     

Bob Truesdale was born in 
Nelson Township during the Great 
Depression. He and his wife, Bet-
ty, have been married 58 years, 
and they own the Amish Ware-
house on Main Street in Cedar 
Springs. Bob said he learned from 
his Grandpa Riley Eldred, who 
ran a dray service out of the barn 
at Sue’s Kountry Kitchen, and 
his Uncle Max Eldred, who de-

veloped White Creek Country Estates, that hard work and 
having a goal produces results. He currently serves on the 
Planning Commission and says he is appalled by what he 
sees, including the rolling of eyes and gestures of “we don’t 
care” when a resident brings their problems to them. “We 
apparently have no interest in attempting to solve what is a 
big issue for a little person,” he said. “That attitude needs to 
change.” Bob said a main strength he brings is having oper-
ated several successful businesses, both in Cedar Springs 
and Grand Rapids. He feels the main issue facing the city 
is the Red Flannel issue and that nobody won and every-
one lost. “Hundreds are …brokenhearted, attempting to be 
heard by the very few on both sides.” He also feels leader-
ship is a problem, and would like to see the Mayor elected 
by the people instead of the Council. 
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WANTED
HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING
A select number of homeowners in                   

Cedar Springs and the surrounding areas 
will be given the opportunity to have a lifetime 

 installed on their    
home at a reasonable cost. 

An Erie Metal Roof will keep your home cooler 
in the summer and warmer in the winter.

Call today to see if you qualify. Not only will 
you receive the best price possible, but we 

will give you access to no money down bank 

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SAVE.

An  will provide 
your home with unsurpassed 

Lasting Protection”!

www.ErieMetalRoofs.com

TM

1-877-736-4040
Call Now!

Surviving the Holidays

Help for those dealing with grief during the holidays

No matter how long it’s been since your loved one died, grief can make the 
holidays a painful time. But there’s hope. Join us for an encouraging seminar that 
will help you survive the holidays and discover new reasons to enjoy them again.

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 
140 S. Main St.   Cedar Springs 

Sunday, November 4, 2012  2:00 p.m. 
For childcare, please call 696-1140

Surviving the Holidays

Help for those dealing with grief during the holidays

No matter how long it’s been since your loved one died, grief can make the 
holidays a painful time. But there’s hope. Join us for an encouraging seminar that 
will help you survive the holidays and discover new reasons to enjoy them again.

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church 
140 S. Main St.   Cedar Springs 

Sunday, November 4, 2012  2:00 p.m. 
For childcare, please call 696-1140

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church - 140 S. Main St.
Sponsored by Cedar Springs Ministerial Association

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home
For childcare please call 696-1140

Sunday, November 4, 2012 
2:00 p.m.

Candidate forum for City Council 
to be held toNiGHt
Thursday, November 1

The Cedar Springs Post 
will moderate a candidate 
forum for the Cedar Springs 
City Council candidates on 
Thursday, November 1 at 
7 p.m. at City Hall, 66 S. 
Main St. All three candi-

dates—incumbent Chris-
tine Fahl, and newcomers 
Bob Truesdale and Patricia 
Troost—will participate in 
the forum. After the ques-
tion and answer period, 
residents will have the op-

portunity to meet 
the candidates 
one on one. Plan 
now to come and 
find out about the 
candidates, and to 
show your support for the election process!

City Council Candidates

City residents to vote on community event millage
The resident of the City of 

Cedar Springs will vote on 
whether to pass a millage 
that would provide funds 
to help publicize industrial, 
commercial, educational 
and recreational advantages 
of the City and to support 
recreational and educational 
projects, including commu-

nity events. 
They are asking for .25 

mill (25 cents per $1,000 
taxable value) for a period 
of five years, 2012-2016. 
If approved, it would raise 
$18,115 in the first year, 
and the money would be 
available in summer 2013. 
Approximately 2.4 percent 

would go to the Local De-
velopment Finance Author-
ity.

In order to be deemed a 
community event, it would 
need to be sponsored by a 
non-profit or governmental 
entity, be open to the public, 
demonstrate a benefit to the 
community, have anticipat-

ed attendance of more than 
50 people, be non-discrim-
inatory, and be held within 
the city limits.

The idea for the millage 
first came about last year, 
when funding to the Red 
Flannel Festival and other 
non-profits was cut due to 
the budget.



Sunday

Wednesday
Bible Study ~ 3:00pm & 

6:00pm

Worship Service ~ 10:30am
Prayer Group ~ 3:30pm
Evening Worship ~ 6:00pm

Pastor - Jim Alblas
3110 17 Mile Rd. 

(1 mile west of the freeway)

www.pioneercrc.org
(616) 696-9120

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church
Monday
GEMS Club ~ 7pm

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller

Worship Service 9:30 am • Children’s Church 9:30 am
Family Night - Thursdays 5:30-7pm

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45
WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.

MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:30AM • 6:00PM

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g
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Humor is to life 
what shock absorbers are to automobiles.

A merry heart doeth good like a medicine: but a broken spirit drieth the bones.
Proverbs 17:22

From God’s Little Instruction Book - Honor Books

B irthdayB irthdayB irthday

Directory
Church Church Connection

spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

From thePulpit

B irthdayB irthdayB irthday
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Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant
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gSunday, AM Sunday School for All Ages 9:45AM
Sunday Worship Services 11:00AM & 6:00PM
Wednesday Ladies Bible Study 10:30AM
Wednesday Prayer and Praise 6:30PM
BLAST - Wednesdays during school year 6:15-7:45PM
Student Mentoring - Tuesdays & Thursdays 4:00-6:00PM

Pastor Thomas Sluys • 101 Grand St. • Pierson, MI 49339 • 616-636-5542

BLAST

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 PM

12786 Algoma Ave • Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com 696-3560

First Baptist Church
233 S. Main, Cedar Springs • 696-1630

Sunday School 9:30am • Sunday Worship 10:45am & 6pm
Nursery provided for all Sunday Services

 Awana & Youth Group Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

10 am Sunday worship (616)784-1111
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont
(corner of Pine Island, 1/4 mile west of Exit 95 of US 131)

www.holyspiritbelmont.org
New Ideas, Traditional Worship

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church

























Pastor Mary Ivanov

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
9:00 a.m. WORSHIP
10:15 a.m. CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

for all ages (infant-adult)
11:30 a.m. WORSHIP

SUPERVISED NURSERY CARE PROVIDED ALL MORNING

Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. 
The Church of God Fellowship Group of Michigan

For information on 
Sabbath Services contact 

Bruce Chapman at 616-636-9209

is affiliated with...

Caring • Compassionate 
Considerate 

Five Generations of 
Serving the Grant & 

Newaygo Communities

When You Are 
In Need Let 
Us HelpYou.

In a Time of Need Our Staff Care for You and Your Concerns…

Charles M. McKinley 
Licensed Funeral Director 

Manager
226 State Road - Newaygo 

(231) 652-5613

A.J. McKinley 
Licensed Funeral Director 

Manager
45 E. Main Street - Grant 

(231) 834-5613

Rev. Tom Holloway
SOLON CENTER 

WESLEYAN CHURCH 
15671 Algoma Ave, Cedar Springs

TIMOTHY BROWN
10-07-1982 – 11-04-2005

No farewell words were spoken
No time to say goodbye
You were gone before we knew it
And only God knows why.
It broke our hearts to lose you
But you did not go alone
For part of us went with you
The day God called you home.

We love and miss you 
so much,

Mom, Dad, Stevie and 
Nathan

KENNETH JR. FUNK, JR.
Mr. Kenneth Jr. Funk, Jr., 
age 48, of Rockford, passed 
away on Saturday, October 
27, 2012. He worked as a 
roofer in construction and 
for several years he worked 
as a missionary for World 
Impact. Ken is survived by his 
wife, Gayle Marie (Waite); 
children, Jason K. (Teena) 
Funk, Kenneth Jr. Funk III, 
Anthony Funk, and Jillian 
(Rusty) Peters; grandchildren, Matthew, Daigan, Jaramiah, 
Kyla, Marissa, and Madison; mother, Patricia Ann (Floyd) 
Waite; brothers, Richard (Sherry) Funk, Joseph (Janette) Funk, 
and Timothy (Amanda) Funk; sisters, Debra Sue Funk, Judy 
Pease, and Jodie Miller; father-in-law, Henry Waite; brothers-
in-law, Wayne Waite, and Michael (Marci) Waite, and Henry 
Waite, Jr.; uncle, Butch; aunts, Gerri, and Marilyn; and many 
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his father, 
Kenneth, Sr., mother-in-law, Agnes Waite; grandparents, Ernest 
and Mary Archer, Jean Archer, and brother-in-law, Scott Waite. 
The Memorial Service for Mr. Funk will be Friday November 
2, 2012 at 12:00 (Noon) at Jesus Non-Denominational Church, 
9206 W. Peck Road, Greenville, MI, with Pastor Tommy 
Turner officiating. Those planning an expression of sympathy 
are asked to consider the needs of the family with donations 
made to Jesus Non-Denominational Church. Relatives and 
friends may meet with the family at the church from 6 to 8 
PM on Thursday. Arrangements byPederson Funeral Home, 
Rockford www.pedersonfuneralhome.com

JUDY L ROBINSON
Judy L. Robinson, 65 of Cedar 
Springs and Kent City died 
Monday, October 29, 2012 at 
Sanctuary at St. Mary’s. Judy 
was born March 13, 1947 
in Sand Lake, Michigan the 
daughter of Willis and Inez 
(Vangilder) Towns. She was 
an Elvis Presley and WWE 
Wrestling fan. She loved 
her grandchildren and great 
grandchildren, enjoyed crafts 
and was very social. She was a 
member of the Sparta Seventh Day Adventist Church. Surviving 
are her daughter, Susan Warren of Belmont; grandchildren, Carrie 
(Darrick) Snyder, Alisha (Shane) Gurd, Liz Eckert, Kyle Warren; 6 
great grandchildren; brothers, Roger Towns, Paul (Sarah) Towns; 
sisters, Janet (Sperry) Blossom, Mary (Don) Charron, Patsy (Eric) 
Pierson and longtime friend and neighbor, Carol Burns. She was 
preceded in death by her parents, husband, LeRoy; son-in-law, Eric 
Sheppard; brother, Tommy. The family will greet friends Friday 
from 12 noon until time of service at 1:00 pm at the Bliss-Witters & 
Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. Pastor Frank Lugo officiating. 
Interment Sand Lake Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be 
made to donor’s choice. Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

IN THE WORLD, NOT OF THE 
WORLD







COURTLAND-OAKFIELD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 
Pastor: Robert Eckert

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10 AM

Bible Study: 11:15 AM Monday

Enhance Fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/F

866-4298 
www.coumc.com

CHURCH OF THE FULL GOSPEL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

Pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)

Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 7pm

Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628 - Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331

Sundays @
9:15 & 11 AM

135 N. Grant St. 
Cedar Springs
616.696.2970

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM

Keeping the Faith

PulPit - continues on page 12

Every year I find myself as a Christian wondering where 
exactly the line is when it comes to participating in Hal-
loween. When I look at Halloween, and research it, I find 
arguments on both side of the equation. Some say it’s an 
adaptation of a Christian holiday, “All Hallows” or “All 
Saints” day. On the other side of the equation we hear that 
it is a celebration of paganism, and I find myself wonder-
ing what Jesus would do or say about these kinds of things, 
especially Halloween (since we just had it).  

As a Christian, and a pastor, I am always trying to find 
ways to reach the people in my community. We, as a church, 
provide many events that will “draw” people to the church 
so that we can share the love of God with them, and to tell 
them just how much Jesus loves them. We do things like 
vacation Bible school, we have a “Harvest Party” in place 
of Halloween, we involve ourselves in many community 
activities so that we can show God’s love in a practical way.  
We support our local youth center, “En-Gedi”, and we pro-
vide a community food pantry to support those that need 
some basic needs cared for.  

I find that I am always trying to draw people to my church, 
and sometimes those are 
great “successes”, and other 
times they are “flops.” But 
if you told me that I could 
have hundreds, and hun-
dreds of kids and families 
come right to my doorstep, 
and all I would have to do 
to minister to them is be 
kind…I would do that in a 
heartbeat. If I shut off my 
lights and sat in my house 
and ignored my community 
then I don’t think I would 
be doing what Jesus called 
us to do. To be in the world 
but not of the world is a fine 
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Arts/entertAinment

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

CLASSIC KELLY’S

JOKE
of theWeek

ometownometown
HappeningsHH

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service for non-
profit	agencies	only.	Due	to	popular	demand	for	placement	in	this	
section, we can no longer run all articles. deadline for articles is 
Monday at 5 p.m. this is not guaranteed space. articles will run as 
space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions 
may apply. you now can email your Hometown Happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.

KENT THEATRE
Movies at the

NOW SHOWING

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

SHOWTIMES: 
FRI: 6PM • 9PM

SAT:  3PM • 6PM • 9PM 
SUN:  3PM • 6PM

NOVEMBER 
2, 3, 4

MEDIUM POP One Coupon Per Person, 
Per Purchase 

Expires 12/31/2012FREE with the purchase of a Large Popcorn

KENT THEATRE MOVIE COUPON

All Shows $3.00
8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com 616-696-7469

UPCOMING
NOV. 
9-11

Ship of 
   Dreams

NOV. 
15-17

Live on Stage

Red Flannel Festival Queen Scholarship 
Donations
Nov. 1: Red Flannel Festival Queen Scholarship donations still 
being accepted! Please help us reach $10,000 goal for our 2012 
Red Flannel Queen and Court! 100% of all donations are used 
for college scholarships for the young women of Cedar Springs! 
Please consider donating on-line, www.redflannelfestival.org or 
mailing any tax-deductible amount to: Queen Scholarship Fund, 
PO Box 43, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. #41-44p

Huge Book Sale 
Nov. 1-3: Huge book sale sponsored by the Sand Lake/Nelson 
Township Library at the Sand Lake VFW Hall on the corner of 5th 
and Lake Street in Sand Lake on Thursday & Friday, November 
1-2 10am-7pm, Saturday, November 3 10am-2pm. #44

Annual Fall Festival
Nov. 3: The Cedar Springs United Methodist Church Women’s 
Group is having their annual Fall Festival on Sat. Nov. 3rd from 
9 am to 2 pm. Come start your Christmas shopping with us. We 
will have crafts, gently used jewelry, books, toys, knick knacks, 
Christmas decorations, along with baked goods. Proceeds are 
going to the CS United Methodist Women’s missions. #43,44p

Surviving the Holidays
Nov. 4: No matter how long it’s been since your loved one died, grief 
can make the holidays a painful time. But there’s hope. Join us for 
an encouraging seminar that will help you survive the holidays and 
discover new reasons to enjoy them again. Grief Share is Sunday 
Nov. 4th at 2 pm. Cedar Springs United Methodist Church, 140 S. 
Main St.  RSVP if childcare is needed to 616-696-1140. #43,44p

Dinner at the Legion
Nov. 5: The American Legion, 80 S. Main St. Cedar Springs, is 
hosting a Baked Chicken dinner on Monday, Nov. 5, from 5 – 7 
pm. Included will be mashed potatoes, gravy, stuffing, veggies, 
rolls, dessert and drink. All dinners are $9, children 17 and under 
$4. Take out is available. #44p

Turkey Dinner
Nov. 7: The East Nelson United Methodist Church will be serving 
roast turkey with dressing, mashed potatoes, green beans, salad 
and homemade desserts from 5-7pm. The cost of the meal is by 
donation. Come join us for a delicious meal. If you should have 
any questions, please contact the church at 616-696-0661. #44p 

Women’s Ministry Event
Nov. 9: A “Transforming Experience” will be held at the Solon 
Center Wesleyan Church on Friday, November 9 at 7pm. A guest 
speaker will give her inspirational testimony and there will be 
special music with audience participation, food and door prizes 
promising a fun and TRANSFORMING Experience. Tickets are 
just $5, and all proceeds will go to help meet the personal needs 
of the girls of Kwirenyi High School in Kenya. The church is 
located at 15671 Algoma Avenue, just north of 19 Mile Road. For 
tickets contact the church office at 696-3229. Everyone welcome! 
#44,45b

Holiday Bazaar
Nov. 10: Local crafters, bake sale, card corner, Christmas 
decorations, drawings for quilt & craft items will be at Bethel 
Lutheran Church on M-46 (just east of Old 131/Federal Rd.) on 
Saturday, November 10, 9am-2pm. Breakfast and lunch will be 
served. #44

Widow’s Weekend Bazaar
Nov. 10: Widow’s weekend bazaar will be held on November 
10 from 9am-3pm at the Cedar Springs American Legion, 80 S. 
Main. Sponsored by the Glen Hill Unit 287 Auxiliary. There will 
be garage sale merchandise, arts and crafts, bake sale, and more. 
For more info call 570-2830. #44

Sand Lake Lions Club Variety Sale
Nov. 10: 9am-3pm at the Sand Lake United Methodist Ed. 

Building. Crafts, gently used toys and clothing, Lions pecans and 
cashews, church bake sale and much more. Call 616-636-5425 or 
616-347-6122 for more information. #44,45p

Christmas Delites Sale
Nov. 10: Christmas Delites Sale at Holy Spirit Episcopal Church, 
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont (corner of Post & Pine Island 
drives) Saturday, November 10, from 9 am to 3 pm. We’ll have a 
fabulous Cookie Walk (a +20 year tradition), Baked Goods, Crafts, 
and Santa’s Attic. We will raffle a handmade afghan, a brand-
new indoor “Dickens Village” set, and a Johnny Secreto gourmet 
foods basket (see pictures of raffle items on our Facebook page 
at facebook.com/HolySpiritBelmont). We’ll be taking orders for 
Michigan-grown and made Christmas Wreaths, for pick-up in early 
December. Sponsored by Holy Spirit’s ECW, the All Saints Guild, 
and proceeds support various church activities. More info at www.
holyspiritbelmont.org, or 616-784-1111. #44

Pine Ridge Bible Camp’s annual silent & 
live auction fundraiser
Nov. 10: Pine Ridge Bible Camp is holding their annual Silent 
and Live Auction Fundraiser on Saturday, November 10 at the 
Cedar Springs High School Cafeteria, 204 E. Muskegon St., Cedar 
Springs. Registration begins at 5:30pm followed by a large silent 
auciton; the eveing ends with a live auction. This year’s theme is 
“Unwrap the Joy.” The auction is an adult only event. For more 
information, please call Pine Ridge Bible Camp at 616-696-8675. 
#44

Veterans Day Adventure for children
Nov. 12: “Native Ways, It’s Time to be Thankful!” Children will go 
on a hike to the Thunder-Wood Boardwalk and Swamp House and 
learn about one of native ways, nature’s habitats and winter survival 
of the creatures that exist in the Howard Christensen Nature Center, 
Kent City. Monday, November 12, (Preschoolers 9:30AM-12:30pm 
and Grades:K-5 1-4pm) Donation $5.00 a person. For more info 
call Lily’s Frog Pad at 616-675-3158 or visit www.lilysfrogpad.
com. #44

Old Fashion Family Game Night
Nov.14: Come enjoy a night of your favorite family classic games: 
Monopoly, Chess, Checkers, Scrabble, Candy-Land, Life and other 

Bad judgment
Little Johnny comes downstairs crying. His mother 

asks, “What’s the matter now?”
“Dad was hanging pictures and just hit his thumb with 

the hammer,” said little Johnny through his tears.
“That’s not so serious,” soothed his mother. “I know 

you’re upset, but a big boy like you shouldn’t cry at 
something like that. Why didn’t you just laugh?”

“I did!” sobbed Johnny.

classics at the Howard Christensen Nature Center on Wednesday,  
November 14, 6-8pm. Also enjoy pizza, hot chocolate and a cozy 
fire. Call 616-675-3158 to preregister so we have enough pizza. 
#44

Solon Center Wesleyan Church Bazaar 
Nov. 17: Accomplish your Christmas shopping at our annual craft 
bazaar, Saturday, November 17 from 9am-3 pm. Lots of vendors 
(our largest bazaar is many years). Delicious, fresh baked cookies 
and bars, numerous booths of hand crafted items & jewelry, and 
many other vendors. There’s definitely something for everyone. 
Cinnamon rolls and coffee, and a lunch counter are also available. 
The church is located at 15671 Algoma Avenue, just north of 19 
Mile Road. #44,45,46b

Ship of Dreams and 
eye of the Raven at 
the kent

Left to right Kirsten Bagin, John Bagin and Chris 
Kellner play passengers on the Titanic.

Rogue River Community Theatre Company will present the drama 
“A Ship Of Dreams” (story of the Titanic), at the Kent Theatre, 8 N. 
Main Street, Cedar Springs, on Nov. 15 and 16 at 8 p.m., and Nov 17 at 
2 p.m. and 8 p.m. If you are a fan of the Titanic story, come on out and 
help us celebrate its 100th commemorative year in its retelling. With a 
stellar cast and wonderful costumes, it’s a holiday event for the whole 
family. Tickets at the door. Adults are $10, students $4, and seniors 
$8. 

Eye of the Raven
For all you Poe fans, “In The Eye Of The Raven,” (stories of Edgar 

Allan Poe) will be presented by Actors del Arte Ensemble, an associate 
group of RRCTC, on Sunday, Nov. 18, at 2 p.m. at the Kent Theatre. 
Tickets at the door. Adults $8 and students $4. For information on both 
shows call 874-5264.

Winter coat drive
Are you in need of a good winter coat? Are you looking 

for some place to donate a gently used one? The Springs 
Church is hosting a winter coat drive on Saturday, No-
vember 10, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the church, 135 N. 
Grant Street, Cedar Springs. 

You can drop off new or gently used coats, hats, mittens 
and scarves at the church, from 9-4 p.m., Monday through 
Thursday, or at the Cedar Springs Post, 36 E. Maple Street, 
from 10-5, or by appointment. Need donations of all sizes 
for children and adults.

If you need a coat or other winter gear, come to The 
Springs Church between 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. Saturday, No-
vember 10. No need to qualify.

For more info, please call the church at 696-2970.
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Can You Help?
Between now and Thanksgiving, we will be 
collecting non-perishables and personal 
hygiene items. Every item makes a
difference in our community! All donations 
go to North Kent Service Center.

Your Health. Your Choice. Your Community.

696.6555
northernpts.com
308 Main
Cedar SpringsDrop items off at our clinic

Does Your Policy 
Fit Your Needs

Gebhardt Insurance Agency
14 S Main St., Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Phone: 696-9440 or 1-888-696-9440

Does Your 
Policy Fit 
Your Needs?

hink you’re paying less? 
You might be paying more. 
Insurance isn’t just about the price. 
It’s about the customers and their unique needs. It’s about having 
the right protection for what’s important to you. Talk to your local, 
independent agent today about Safe. Sound. Secure.® protection 
from Auto-Owners Insurance Company. They can help tailor a 
policy that fits your needs. 

Go to www.auto-owners.com to locate an agent in your neighborhood.

12323 (3-07)
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PROPOSAL 12-1
A REFERENDUM ON 

PUBLIC ACT 4 OF 2011 – THE 
EMERGENCY MANAGER LAW

Public Act 4 of 2011 would:
• Establish criteria to assess the financial condition of 

local government units, including school districts.
• Authorize Governor to appoint an emergency manag-

er (EM) upon state finding of a financial emergency, 
and allow the EM to act in place of local government 
officials.

• Require EM to develop financial and operating plans, 
which may include modification or termination of 
contracts, reorganization of government, and deter-
mination of expenditures, services, and use of assets 
until the emergency is resolved.

• Alternatively, authorize state-appointed review team 
to enter into a local government approved consent 
decree.

PROPOSAL 12-2
A PROPOSAL TO AMEND THE 

STATE CONSTITUTION REGARD-
ING COLLECTIVE BARGAINING

This proposal would:
• Grant public and private employees the constitution-

al right to organize and bargain collectively through 
labor unions.

• Invalidate existing or future state or local laws that 

November 6th, 2012 Statewide Proposal Language
limit the ability to join unions and bargain collective-
ly, and to negotiate and enforce collective bargaining 
agreements, including employees’ financial support 
of their labor unions. Laws may be enacted to pro-
hibit public employees from striking.

• Override state laws that regulate hours and conditions 
of employment to the extent that those laws conflict 
with collective bargaining agreements.

• Define “employer” as a person or entity employing 
one or more employees.

PROPOSAL 12-3
A PROPOSAL TO AMEND THE 

STATE CONSTITUTION TO 
ESTABLISH A STANDARD FOR 

RENEWABLE ENERGY

This proposal would:
• Require electric utilities to provide at least 25% of 

their annual retail sales of electricity from renewable 
energy sources, which are wind, solar, biomass, and 
hydropower, by 2025.

• Limit to not more than 1% per year electric utility 
rate increases charged to consumers only to achieve 
compliance with the renewable energy standard.

• Allow annual extensions of the deadline to meet the 
25% standard in order to prevent rate increases over 
the 1% limit.

• Require the legislature to enact additional laws to 
encourage the use of Michigan made equipment and 
employment of Michigan residents. 

 Michigan Ballot Proposals
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PROPOSAL 12-4
A PROPOSAL TO AMEND THE 

STATE CONSTITUTION TO ESTAB-
LISH THE MICHIGAN QUALITY 

HOME CARE COUNCIL AND PRO-
VIDE COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
FOR IN-HOME CARE WORKERS

This proposal would:
• Allow in-home care workers to bargain collective-

ly with the Michigan Quality Home Care Council 
(MQHCC). Continue the current exclusive represen-
tative of in-home care workers until modified in ac-
cordance with labor laws.

• Require MQHCC to provide training for in-home 
care workers, create a registry of workers who pass 
background checks, and provide financial services to 
patients to manage the cost of in-home care.

• Preserve patients’ rights to hire in-home care workers 
who are not referred from the MQHCC registry who 
are bargaining unit members.

• Authorize the MQHCC to set minimum compensa-
tion standards and terms and conditions of employ-
ment.

PROPOSAL 12-5
A PROPOSAL TO AMEND THE 

STATE CONSTITUTION TO LIMIT 
THE ENACTMENT OF NEW TAXES 

BY STATE GOVERNMENT

This proposal would:
Require a 2/3 majority vote of the State House 

and the State Senate, or a statewide vote of the peo-
ple at a November election, in order for the State 
of Michigan to impose new or additional taxes on 
taxpayers or expand the base of taxation or increas-
ing the rate of taxation.

This section shall in no way be construed to limit 
or modify tax limitations otherwise created in this 
Constitution.

PROPOSAL 12-6
A PROPOSAL TO AMEND THE 

STATE CONSTITUTION RE-
GARDING CONSTRUCTION 

OF INTERNATIONAL BRIDG-
ES AND TUNNELS

This proposal would:
• Require the approval of a majority of vot-
ers at a statewide election and in each municipal-
ity where “new international bridges or tunnels for 
motor vehicles” are to be located before the State 
of Michigan may expend state funds or resources 
for acquiring land, designing, soliciting bids for, 
constructing, financing, or promoting new interna-
tional bridges or tunnels.
• Create a definition of “new international 
bridges or tunnels for motor vehicles” that means, 
“any bridge or tunnel which is not open to the pub-
lic and serving traffic as of January 1, 2012.”
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This paper summarizes the six proposals that will appear on 
Michigan’s statewide ballot at the Novem- ber 6, 2012 general 
election. An in depth analysis of each proposal and corre-
sponding webinars are avail- able at no cost on the Citizens Re-
search Council’s website, election.crcmich.org. The CRC does 
not en- dorse candidates for office or take positions on ballot is-
sues. In analyzing these ballot issues, CRC hopes to provide more 
information so that voters can make better informed decisions in 
formulating their vote.

Initial considerations: Several of the proposed amendments to 
the Michigan Constitution contain enough detail to raise the ques-
tion of whether the Constitution is the appropriate place for such 
de- tailed and often complex provisions, regardless of their public 
policy merits. A review of the proposed amendments reveals that 
several are quite lengthy, go into substantial technical detail, and 
deal with issues that would be found in statutory law, not in the 
constitutions, of most states. Voters should evaluate the public pol-
icy merits of each proposal as well as the appropriateness of each 
amendment in regards to its inclusion in the state’s Constitution.

For more information, read CRC Memorandum 1115, Inserting 
Legal Code into the Michigan Constitution
Proposal 2012-01— A referendum on Public Act 4 
of 2011- the emergency financial manager law

Public Act 4 of 2011 (PA 4) is the Local Government and 
School District Fiscal Accountability Act. It is the third iteration of 
Michigan laws that allow the state to appoint an emergency man-
ager who has authority over the financial decisions of a financially 
distressed local government or school district, and it extends the 
authority of the appointed emergency manager to the non-finan-
cial operations of the local government or school district. This act 
allows state managers more powers than locally elected officials 
have. Among the expanded powers granted to emer- gency man-
agers under PA 4 are the authority to re- ject, modify, or terminate 
one or more of the terms of an existing contract and, under speci-
fied condi- tions, to reject, modify, or terminate one or more of the 
terms and conditions of a collective bargaining agreement. Under 
PA 4, collective bargaining is sus- pended if an emergency man-
ager is appointed.

On August 8, when the state Board of Canvassers placed the 
issue repealing PA 4 of 2011 on the November 6, 2012 ballot, PA 
4 was suspended in accordance with Article II Section 9 of Michi-
gan’s Constitution.

If Proposal 2012-01 passes, PA 4 of 2011, the Local Govern-
ment and School District Fiscal Account- ability Act, will be re-
instated.

If Proposal 2012-01 is rejected, the preceding iteration of the 
law, PA 72 of 1990 will remain in ef- fect; when PA 4 was sus-
pended, PA 72 was revived.1 PA 72 does not allow emergency 
financial managers to abrogate contracts or collective bargaining 
agree- ments, nor does it provide certain other powers con- tained 
in PA 4. The legislature will have the power to introduce new leg-
islation to handle financial emer- gencies should PA 72 still be 
deemed insufficient.

Major Issues to Consider: At the time PA 4 was adopted, sup-
porters claimed the intent of the law was to encourage locally 
elected officials and union leaders to make hard budget decisions 
in a time of economic difficulties and provide emergency man- 
agers with more tools to guide a local government out of fiscal 
distress. Opponents worry that parts of the law are undemocratic 
and unfair to residents, local government employees and retirees, 
bondhold- ers, vendors, and others.

1 PA 72 was revived pursuant to Attorney General Opinion No. appointed 
managers to assume the responsibility of 7267. This opinion has been challenged 
and is currently the locally elected officials, and grants those appointed subject of 
litigation.

For more information, read CRC’s Memorandum 1116, State-
wide Ballot Issues: Proposal 2012-01
Proposal 2012-02 — A Proposal to amend the State 
Constitution regarding collective bargaining

The Great Recession has greatly affected state and local govern-
ment budgets, resulting in decreased public sector employment. 
At the same time, policymakers in Michigan and other states have 
enacted a number of laws that are perceived to adversely affect 
public sector unions. Among those is the move by Indiana to be-
come the first Great Lakes state, and 23rd in the nation, to enact a 
right to work law.

If Proposal 2012-02 passes, the right of public and private sec-
tor employees to organize for the pur- pose of collective bargain-
ing will be enshrined in Michigan’s Constitution. The Michigan 
legislature would not be able to enact right-to-work legislation. 
The collective bargaining rights of private sector em- ployees are 
established in federal law, so public em- ployees of local govern-
ments, school districts, and the state would see the most significant 
changes from this amendment. Under this proposal, the legislature 
would lose the ability to set limits on the terms and conditions of 
employment that are subject to collec- tive bargaining but it would 
retain the ability to pro- hibit strikes by public sector employees.

CRC Memorandum
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This paper summarizes the six proposals that will
appear on Michigan’s statewide ballot at the Novem-
ber 6, 2012 general election.   An in depth analysis of
each proposal and corresponding webinars are avail-
able at no cost on the Citizens Research Council’s
website, election.crcmich.org. The CRC does not en-
dorse candidates for office or take positions on ballot
issues.  In analyzing these ballot issues, CRC hopes
to provide more information so that voters can make
better informed decisions in formulating their vote.

Initial considerations: Several of the proposed
amendments to the Michigan Constitution contain
enough detail to raise the question of whether the
Constitution is the appropriate place for such de-
tailed and often complex provisions, regardless of
their public policy merits.  A review of the proposed
amendments reveals that several are quite lengthy,
go into substantial technical detail, and deal with
issues that would be found in statutory law, not in
the constitutions, of most states.  Voters should
evaluate the public policy merits of each proposal
as well as the appropriateness of each amendment
in regards to its inclusion in the state’s Constitution.

For more information, read CRC Memorandum 1115,
Inserting Legal Code into the Michigan Constitution

Proposal 2012-01— A referendum on Public
Act 4 of 2011- the emergency financial
manager law

Public Act 4 of 2011 (PA 4) is the Local Government
and School District Fiscal Accountability Act. It is
the third iteration of Michigan laws that allow the
state to appoint an emergency manager who has
authority over the financial decisions of a financially
distressed local government or school district, and
it extends the authority of the appointed emergency
manager to the non-financial operations of the local
government or school district. This act allows state
appointed managers to assume the responsibility of
locally elected officials, and grants those appointed

managers more powers than locally elected officials
have. Among the expanded powers granted to emer-
gency managers under PA 4 are the authority to re-
ject, modify, or terminate one or more of the terms
of an existing contract and, under specified condi-
tions, to reject, modify, or terminate one or more of
the terms and conditions of a collective bargaining
agreement.  Under PA 4, collective bargaining is sus-
pended if an emergency manager is appointed.

On August 8, when the state Board of Canvassers placed
the issue repealing PA 4 of 2011 on the November 6,
2012 ballot, PA 4 was suspended in accordance with
Article II Section 9 of Michigan’s Constitution.

If Proposal 2012-01 passes, PA 4 of 2011, the
Local Government and School District Fiscal Account-
ability Act, will be reinstated.

If Proposal 2012-01 is rejected, the preceding
iteration of the law, PA 72 of 1990 will remain in ef-
fect; when PA 4 was suspended, PA 72 was revived.1
PA 72 does not allow emergency financial managers
to abrogate contracts or collective bargaining agree-
ments, nor does it provide certain other powers con-
tained in PA 4.  The legislature will have the power to
introduce new legislation to handle financial emer-
gencies should PA 72 still be deemed insufficient.

Major Issues to Consider:  At the time PA 4 was
adopted, supporters claimed the intent of the law
was to encourage locally elected officials and union
leaders to make hard budget decisions in a time of
economic difficulties and provide emergency man-
agers with more tools to guide a local government
out of fiscal distress.  Opponents worry that parts of
the law are undemocratic and unfair to residents,
local government employees and retirees, bondhold-
ers, vendors, and others.

1 PA 72 was revived pursuant to Attorney General Opinion No.
7267.  This opinion has been challenged and is currently the
subject of litigation.

A Summary of the November 2012 Statewide Ballot issues
If Proposal 2012-02 is rejected, current laws will continue to 

set parameters within which collec- tive bargaining exists for local 
governments, school districts, institutions of higher education, and 
other political subdivisions of the state. The state’s civil service 
commission would continue to create the work rules and condi-
tions of employment for state employees and employee organi-
zations would con- tinue to negotiate with the state employer on 
mat- ters not covered by civil service rules. Michigan’s legislature 
would retain the ability to enact right-to- work legislation in the 
future.

Major Issues to Consider: The amendment would impact pri-
vate sector employees by prohibit- ing “right-to-work” legislation 
and has the potential to dramatically alter laws affecting public 
sector workers. Most notably, public sector employees and em-
ployers could bring any issue up for negotiation including those 
that the legislature has previously deemed a management matter 
rather than a labor matter. The fundamental question of this pro-
posal is whether the state legislature should have some say over 
the ability of public sector workers to orga- nize and the scope of 
issues that can be bargained, or whether the right of public sector 
workers to or- ganize and bargain on all issues is fundamental and 
should be enshrined in the constitution.

For more information, read CRC’s Memorandum 1117, State-
wide Ballot Issues: Proposal 2012-02
Proposal 2012-03 — A Proposal to amend the State 
Constitution to establish a standard for renewable 
energy

Michigan’s current renewable energy standard, cre- ated by 
Public Act 295 of 2008, calls for investor- owned utilities, alterna-
tive retail suppliers, electric cooperatives, and municipal electric 
utilities to gen- erate 10 percent of their retail electricity sales from 
renewable energy resources by 2015.

If Proposal 2012-03 passes, Public Act 295 of 2008 would be 
amended to require that 25 percent of each electricity provider’s 
annual retail electricity sales in Michigan be derived from renew-
able electric energy sources, namely, wind, solar, biomass, and hy-
dropower. The implementing legislation would create a phase-in 
period to put each utility on a path to reach this goal by 2025.

If Proposal 2012-03 is rejected, policymakers could still revisit 
the issue of renewable energy in the future and make legislative 
changes to require that a higher percent of total energy be gener-
ated from renewable sources, alter the types of renew- able tech-
nologies that qualify under the act, and/or amend the manner in 
which compliance is moni- tored and credits are rewarded.

Major Issues to Consider: In addition to reduc- ing the amount 
of greenhouse gases and other pol- lutants produced in the state, 
this amendment would reduce the amount of coal Michigan buys 
from other states, and keep more of those dollars in the state; coal 
is Michigan’s main source of electricity genera- tion. However, 
the 25 percent standard may pose challenges in balancing the pro-
duction and trans- mission of electricity, leading to redundant in-
frastruc- ture to ensure reliable electricity transmission. The sourc-
es of renewable energy would be spelled out in the Constitution 
and may not be easily altered if the most cost effective or reliable 
source of energy changes before 2025.

For more information, read CRC’s Memorandum 1118, State-
wide Ballot Issues: Proposal 2012-03
Proposal 2012-04 — A Proposal to amend the State 
Constitution to establish the Michigan Quality 
Home Care Council and provide collective bar-
gaining for in-home care workers

The Medicaid-funded Home Help Services Program provides 
in-home support to people who need as- sistance with personal 
care and household chores. The eligible individuals hire and fire 
home care aides who are paid by the state, with state and federal 
funds. The purpose of the program is to allow dis- abled and el-
derly people to stay in their own homes and out of nursing homes, 
which is often preferred by participants while saving money for 
the state.

If Proposal 2012-04 passes, the limited collec- tive bargaining 
rights of approximately 42,000 home care aides would be guaran-
teed (currently, only state police troopers and sergeants have col-
lective bar- gaining rights enshrined in the state constitution), but 
aides would not be considered state employees for any other pur-
pose, and would not be authorized to strike. The Michigan Quality 
Home Care Council would be established in the state constitution 
and would serve as the “public employer” of home care aides for 
purposes of collective bargaining. The Coun- cil would create a 
statewide registry of home care aides and provide training oppor-
tunities to aides and patients.

If Proposal 2012-04 is rejected, home care aides will continue 
to be employed subject to the same conditions as they were prior 
to the election. The legislature may choose to enact legislation to 
provide collective bargaining rights for home care workers.

Major Issues to Consider: The Medicaid-funded Home Help 
Services Program will remain in effect regardless of the outcome 

of the proposal: this pro- posal focuses on the unionization of 
home care work- ers and the establishment of the Michigan Qual-
ity Home Care Council, not on the services available to the dis-
abled and elderly.

Proponents of the proposal argue that the registry and training 
opportunities provided by the proposal will improve the quality 
of care available to the disabled and elderly program participants, 
while opponents have countered that home health workers are 
not required to avail themselves of the training opportunities and 
Home Help Service participants are not required to select service 
providers from the registry.

For more information, read CRC’s Memorandum 1119, State-
wide Ballot Issues: Proposal 2012-04
Proposal 2012-05 — A Proposal to amend the state 
constitution to limit the enactment of new taxes by 
state government

In general, nearly all legislative actions require a simple major-
ity vote (affirmative vote of more than one-half of the members 
elected to a legislative body). How- ever, the Michigan Constitu-
tion currently imposes a supermajority requirement (either three-
fourths or two-thirds of the members serving in the Senate and in 
the House of Representatives) in certain instances, such as to raise 
school operating ad valorem prop- erty tax rates or give a law im-
mediate effect.

If Proposal 2012-05 passes, the Constitution would be amended 
to prohibit the imposition of new or additional taxes or expansion 
of the base of taxa tion by the State of Michigan unless approved 
by a 2/3 majority of members in each chamber of the legislature 
or by a statewide vote of the people. The new requirement would 
apply to any new state taxes, raising the rates of any existing state 
taxes, and expanding the base of any existing state taxes. The two-
thirds vote requirement would not apply when the legislature de-
sires to eliminate a tax, to reduce tax rates, to reduce the tax base, 
or to authorize local taxes. In these instances, a simple majority 
vote would be required.

If Proposal 2012-05 is rejected, any existing tax limitations or 
supermajority vote requirements will re- main in place. In all other 
cases, to change the tax rate, add or remove taxes, or change the 
tax base, a simple majority vote of the legislature is required.

Major Issues to Consider: The rationale for the adoption of su-
permajority requirements is to re- strict legislative powers to make 
it more difficult to enact tax increases or adopt new taxes. But 
the evidence in the literature and from other states is mixed. The 
growth in total state revenues in states with supermajority vote 
requirements have been similar to that experienced in the nation as 
a whole. To make up for reduced tax collections arising from su-
permajority vote requirements and to keep state budgets balanced 
states often increase other taxes, fees, and charges or decrease the 
amounts distrib- uted to local governments, school districts, univ-
er- sities, and other entities dependent on state rev- enues. This can 
result in local property tax increases or tuition increases to balance 
the budgets of those entities.

For more information, read CRC’s Memorandum 1120, State-
wide Ballot Issues: Proposal 2012-05
Proposal 2012-06 — A Proposal to amend the State 
Constitution regarding construction of interna-
tional bridges and tunnels

Canadian trade is very important to Michigan’s economic 
health, contributing directly and indirectly to Michigan jobs and 
income. For more than a de- cade, representatives from Michigan, 
the U.S. Federal Highway Administration, Transport Canada, and 
Ontario Ministry of Transportation have been pursu- ing construc-
tion of an additional international cross- ing of the Detroit River.

If Proposal 2012-06 passes, a statewide vote would be required 
before the State of Michigan could construct or finance a new in-
ternational bridge or tunnel for motor vehicles (“new” being de-
fined as a bridge or tunnel opened after January 1, 2012). For the 
question to appear on the statewide ballot, pro- ponents (parties 
outside of the Michigan state gov- ernment) would have to gather 
signatures of regis- tered voters equal to eight percent of the total 
vote cast for all candidates for governor at the previous general 
election. The majority of voters in both the entire state and each 
municipality in which a bridge/ tunnel would be situated must ap-
prove the proposal.

If Proposal 2012-06 is rejected, the legislature retains the right 
to approve capital projects, make state appropriations to this pur-
pose if necessary, and use all other constitutional and legal av-
enues to ap- prove or disapprove the construction of any new in- 
ternational bridges or tunnels.

Major Issues to Consider: Proposal 2012-02 is intended to 
block, or stall construction of the pro- posed New International 
Trade Crossing south of the existing Ambassador Bridge in De-
troit. It is not a referendum on the proposed bridge, but a con-
stitu- tional amendment that would require a statewide vote before 
the state government constructs or fi- nances a new international 
bridge or tunnel. While it is clear that this proposal would require 
a state- wide vote on proposed crossings going forward, there is 
disagreement on the effect of this proposal on the interlocal agree-
ment already in place with Canada. Additionally, an unintended 
outcome of some am- biguous language in the proposal may result 
in a statewide vote being required for the construction or financ-
ing of any bridge or tunnel in the state, international or otherwise. 
Michigan’s courts will have to decide the ultimate impact of this 
proposal on the New International Trade Crossing.

For more information, read CRC’s Memorandum 1121, State-
wide Ballot Issues: Proposal 2012-06
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H&H Deer
Processing

experienced deer processing
custom cuts • boneless process 616.696.4487

Smoked products
available

DNR asks for continued 
assistance in reporting deer 
die-offs from EHD

 

P.J. Hoffmaster adds 5k 
race to turkey Day event 
November 3    

Boys and girls cross country teams repeat as regional champs

Girls run to fourth consecutive regional title
This past Saturday, October 27, the Cedar Springs girls cross country team traveled to 

Benzie High school to compete in the Division 2 Regional Championship. Coming off 
being runner-ups in the OK Bronze conference, the girls were looking to win their fourth 
consecutive regional title. The girls did not disappoint, scoring 54 points to claim the title, 
14 points better than Sparta. 

Leading the way for the Red Hawks were regional champion Kenzie Weiler, with a time 
of 17:33. Senior Katie Weiler was 3rd, with a time of 18:00, followed by fellow senior 
Sommer Vandyke, who was 15th with a time of 19:30. Junior Maddie Pekrul was 19th, 
with a time of 19:52, followed by junior Michaela Burnett, with a time of 19:59, placing 
22nd. Junior Caitlin McClurken and Senior Christina Dean place 23rd and 24th, with times 
of 20:05 and 20:06.

The girls team will now travel to MIS Speedway, in Jackson, to compete in the Divison 
2 State Finals this coming Saturday.

Great Job to the girls team and good luck at the state meet!

Boys win second straight regional title
Mora breaks school record

This past Saturday, October 27, the boys cross country team traveled to Benzie High 
school to compete in the Division 2 Regional 

Championship. Coming off being crowned the OK Bronze Conference Champs, the boys 
were looking to repeat their regional title from last year. The boys team did just that, cruis-
ing to another regional crown by scoring 47 points, 55 points better than 2nd place Gay-
lord.  

Leading the way for the Red Hawks, as regional champ and setting a new school record, 
was Connor Mora, running a 14:54! Sophomore Austin Sargent placed 4th, with a time 
15:50 followed by senior Justin Harthorn who ran a 16:16 placing 8th. Senior Alex Bray 
was 15th, with a time of 16:26, while freshmen Cameron Umphrey placed 19th, with a time 
of 16:42. Rounding out the top 7 were senior Ethan Menefee, who placed 21st (16:49.6) 
and sophomore Justin Jones, who was 22nd (16:49.9).

The boys team will again travel to MIS Speedway on Saturday to compete on the Divi-
sion 2 state finals where they were 4th last year.

Great Job to  boys team on a great season and good luck at the state meet!!

P.J. Hoffmaster State Park and the Gillette 
Nature Association will host the annual Turkey 
Day event Saturday, Nov. 3, and have added a 
new twist this year by kicking off the day with 
the first-ever Turkey Trail 5K Run. 

The challenging 5K run through the sand 
dunes of Lake Michigan will begin at 9 a.m., 
at the park’s day beach parking area and will 
finish at the Gillette Visitor Center. Those inter-
ested in pre-registering for the race may do so 
online at www.gillettenature.org or www.go-
racego.com. Early registration is $25. Late reg-
istrations will be accepted Nov. 1-3 with a fee 
of $30. Runners may also register at the Gil-
lette Visitor Center Nov. 1-2 from 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m., or on-site on race day at the day beach 
bathhouse beginning at 7:30 a.m. Prizes will be 
awarded to first through third place in 14 age 
groups, including one for best-dressed turkey.  

There will also be a 1-mile Little Turkey Trot 

The Department of Natu-
ral Resources asks hunters 
and other Michigan resi-
dents to continue to report 
sightings of dead deer to 
help with the department’s 
efforts to monitor the out-
break of epizootic hemor-
rhagic disease (EHD) in the 
state this year.

Deer have died in sub-
stantial numbers in at least 
29 counties this summer 
and fall due to EHD, and 
the DNR’s Wildlife Divi-
sion is recording reports of 
dead deer in these areas in 
order to answer questions 
from the public and prepare 
informed hunting season 
recommendations for 2013. 
The department will be tak-
ing reports of dead deer that 
are likely EHD-related until 
Jan. 1.

“Some people may have 
the perception that, once we 
have confirmed the presence 
of EHD in an area, we are 
no longer interested in ad-
ditional reports of dead deer 
in those areas. That is not 
true. We want the reports,” 
said Wildlife Division Chief 
Russ Mason. “Any and all 
reports, whether the deer 

seem to have died recently 
or not so recently, will help 
ensure we have accurate in-
formation about the extent 
of die-offs.”

To report the presence of 
dead deer, the DNR encour-
ages residents to contact 
their nearest Wildlife Office 
(information on Wildlife 
Offices is available at www.
michigan.gov/wildlife, un-
der Contact Information) 
or fill out the online Report 
Diseased Wildlife form.

For additional informa-
tion about EHD and a regu-
larly updated map showing 
the number of deaths from 
the disease by county, as 
well as a link to the report 
form, see www.michigan.
gov/wildlifedisease (under 
Current Issues).

EHD is caused by a virus 
that is transmitted by a type 
of biting fly called a midge. 
A constant characteristic of 
the disease is its sudden on-
set. Deer can suffer exten-
sive internal bleeding, lose 
their appetite and fear of 
humans, grow progressive-
ly weaker, salivate exces-
sively and finally become 
unconscious. Due to a high 

fever, infected deer often 
are found sick or dead along 
or in bodies of water.

At present, just over 
10,400 dead deer have been 
reported. The DNR expects 
more dead deer to be found 
as hunters take to the field.

“We want to thank the 
many volunteers and hunt-
ers who have helped and 
continue to help monitor the 
outbreak of this disease,” 
Mason added.

Mason reminded hunters 
that the current deer season 
framework remains in place 
and will go as planned this 
year. When considering 
regulations for next year, 
the DNR will factor in the 
impact of EHD, along with 
other influences on the deer 
population. In the mean-
time, Mason recommends 
that hunters and landowners 
assess the deer population 
in their area and carefully 
consider the amount of ant-
lerless deer harvest they de-
sire this year. People hunt-
ing in areas that were hit 
hardest by EHD may want 
to limit or curtail antlerless 
deer harvest.

EHD does not affect hu-
mans, so edibility of the 
venison is not affected by 
this disease. There is no 
evidence that humans can 
contract the EHD virus ei-
ther from the midge or from 
handling and eating veni-
son.

Absolute Comfort 
Mechanical Contractors

Grant, MI
231-652-5286

for children at 10:30 a.m. Registration is free for 
the Little Turkey Trot; registration opens at the 
Gillette Visitor Center at 10 a.m. on Nov. 3. All 
Turkey Trotters must be accompanied by an adult. 
Turkey Day activities will be held at the Gillette 
Visitor Center following the completion of the 
Little Turkey Trot. Children and their families can 
participate in any of six learning stations (perfect 
for scouts working on wildlife badge require-
ments), including:

Make Your Own Turkey
Learn to Use a Turkey Call
Make A Turkey Call
Turkey Words and Picture Match
Turkey True and False Game
What Do Turkeys Eat?
For more information, call the Gillette Visitor 

Center at 231-798-3573 or visit www.gillettena-
ture.org. P.J. Hoffmaster State Park is located at 
6585 Lake Harbor Road in Muskegon. A Recre-
ation Passport is required for entry to the park.   
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at your 
service. . .

CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS
Low Cost Rentals Available
Auto Glass Installation

696-1830
13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

Brynadette 
       Powell

Realtor

Notary Public
Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com

Arthur K. Eggerding
Realtor, Inc.

616-453-7655 

CEDAR 
HEATING &

COOLING INC.

6 1 6 - 6 9 6 - 2 5 9 9
EXPERIENCE NOT GUESSWORK

KC Lawncare
& more& more

• Lawn Mowing
• Trimming & Edging

• Yard Clean up
• Snowplowing

616-696-9601
Cell Phone

616-340-9583

Kim Smith

LegaL 
nOtICe

TOWNSHIP 
OF SOLON
COUNTY OF KENT, 

MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Planning Commission of the Township of Solon 
will hold a public hearing on November 28, 2012, 
at 7:30 p.m., at the Solon Township Hall, 2305 - 19 
Mile Road, Cedar Springs, Michigan, concerning 
the application of the Roman Catholic Diocese of 
Grand Rapids, Michigan, to rezone lands located 
at 3030 - 17 Mile Rd., NE (Parcel A) from the 
Agricultural Residential District to the Highway 
Commercial District, and lands located at 13911 
Northern Springs Dr., NE (Parcel B), as well as 
adjacent property (Parcel C) from the Industrial 
District to the Highway Commercial District. Said 
lands are legally described as follows.

Parcel A
3030 - 17 Mile Rd., NE

The North 304 feet of the West 412.50 feet 
of the East 3/4 of the NE 1/4 of the NE 1/4 of 
Section 34, Town 10 North, Range 11 West, 
Solon Township, Kent County, Michigan.

Parcel B
13911 Northern Springs Dr., NE

Unit 6, Northern Springs Industrial Park 
Condominium, a Condominium according to 
the Master Deed recorded in Instrument No. 
20060629-0073897, inclusive, in the office 
of the Kent County Register of Deeds, and 
designated as Kent County Condominium 
Subdivision Plan No. 839, together with 
rights in general common elements and 
limited common elements as set forth in said 
Master Deed and as described in Act 59 of 
the Public Acts of 1978, as amended.

Parcel C
Property adjacent to Parcel B

Part of Northern Springs Industrial Park 
Condominium, Kent County Condominium 
Subdivision Plan No. 839 (as recorded 
in Instrument No. 20060629-0073897, 
described as:  Commencing at the NE 
corner of Section 34, Town 10 North, Range 
11 West, Solon Township, Kent County, 
Michigan; thence S89º04’13”W 564.73 feet 
along the North line of said Section 34; 
thence S00º10’46”E 40.00 feet to the South 
line of 17 Mile Road and place of beginning 
of this description; thence N89º04’13”E 29.79 
feet along said South line to the West line of 
Northern Springs Drive; thence S09º02’04”E 
95.31 feet along said West line; thence 
S00º10’46”E 169.64 feet along said West 
line; thence S89º04’13”W 44.47 feet along 
the South line of the North 304.0 feet of the 
NE 1/4 of Section 34; thence N00º10’46”W 
304.00 feet along the East line of the West 
412.50 feet of the East 3/4 of the NE 1/4 of 
said NE/4 to the place of beginning.

All interested persons may attend the public 
hearing and comment on the requested rezoning 
application.  A copy of the proposed zoning 
ordinance amendment is on file at the Township 
office.  Written comments concerning the proposed 
rezoning application may be submitted to the 
Township office, at the above stated address, up 
to the time of the public hearing.

Dated:  November 1, 2012  
 PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF SOLON

Tail Waggers
Dog Grooming

DOG & CAT GROOMING | $5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
WINTER HOURS:
CLOSED SUN. & MON.
9:30AM-5:30PM TUES. & THURS.
9:30AM-8PM WED.
9:30AM-3PM FRI.  • 9AM-1PM SAT.

4757 14 Mile Road
Rockford

616.696.3900

WE INSTALL

Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair
Hours

Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

•Clutches
•Brakes
•Oil Changes
•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051

small ads 
make ¢ents

call The POsT
616-696-3655

Voices / Views
The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 words. 
The subject should be relevant to local readers, and the edi-
tor reserves the right to reject letters or edit for clarity, length, 
good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns. All submissions 
MUST be accompanied by full name, mailing address and 
daytime phone number. We use this information to verify 
the letter’s authenticity. We do not print anonymous letters, 
or acknowledge letters we do not use. Email to news@ce-
darspringspost.com, or send to PostScripts, Cedar Springs 
Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

Post Scripts 

Mayor pro-tem responds
After the last few months of Mrs. Molly Nixon posting 

misinformation on the social media website facebook, and 
then her emotional address to the council in October, I felt 
compelled to contact her. On October 14, I reached out to 
her and told her that I was more than willing to provide her 
with any information she requested and answer any ques-
tions she may have. She responded that that would be great 
and asked for specific information regarding the 2011 Red 
Flannel Festival bill from the city and the removal cost of 
the logos. On October 19, I met with Mrs. Nixon in her 
home at 12:00pm. Little did I realize I was being secretly 
video recorded during our 1-½-hour meeting.

While I am aware of the law and understand the courts 
have upheld that it is not illegal, I feel it was morally wrong. 
Out of common courtesy, trust and creditability, she could 
have told me what she was doing and I would have not 
objected. I have nothing to hide. Mrs. Nixon then took the 
liberty to post a 3-minute-47-second segment of our 1-½-
hour meeting on YouTube. She has also taken the liberty 
to misquote me on facebook. If you secretly record what 
someone says, then there should be NO ROOM for error 
when quoting them.  

The segment that Mrs. Nixon posted on YouTube resulted 
from a question she asked about the city’s relationship with 
Watson Properties. Which, surprise surprise, she did not 
post on YouTube. I told her I did not know of any Watson 
Properties and that the only property the city had for sale 
was 95 N. Main and possibly it had something to do with 
that. That then led into a conversation about 95. N. Main. 
(After our meeting I inquired at City Hall about her ques-
tion regarding Watson Properties and found out they actu-
ally own Wendy’s here in town, which has no relation with 
Mayor Charlie Watson).  I believe Mrs. Nixon was on a 
mission of digging up dirt.  

Now that she has been provided all the information she 
requested regarding RFF and the City, she must realize the 
information she was distributing was incorrect and is now 
focusing on 95 N. Main. Nothing I said to Mrs. Nixon con-
cerning 95 N. Main is anything that hasn’t already been dis-
cussed during workshops or council meetings (both which 
are open to the public). Had Mrs. Nixon attended those 
meetings, she would have been aware of such information.

It is unsettling to me how someone can take bits and 
pieces of a conversation and twist them to darken another’s 
creditability. I have learned a very valuable lesson dealing 
with Mrs. Nixon in a one-on-one situation, while trying to 
address her questions and concerns.

Christine Fahl
Mayor Pro-tem, City of Cedar Springs

p.s.  On Oct. 24, the Kent County Land Bank approved 
a motion to take title of 95 N. Main. They will oversee the 
environmental clean-up, redevelopment and resale of this 
property.  

Cost of Red Flannel logo removal
Final costs for both the removal of Red Flannel logos 

from Cedar Springs, and the cost to the Festival for 2011 
services are as follows according to documents received 
from both parties.

According to documents from the city:
$4823.68 to remove logos, supplies and labor included.
$11,524.13 in legal fees related to trademark
According to the bill received from both the city, and Red 

Flannel Festival;
Bill totaled $8064.30 before any reductions.
Contract valid though 2015 limits amount to be paid by 

festival to $8000 and under.
City waived some fees in 2011, which Red Flannel was 

led to believe would be one time only.
Actual amount paid to the city by Red Flannel in 2011 

$5224.65.
Please vote on November 6, Americans have long fought 

to give all of us that right.
Molly Nixon, Cedar Springs

Bumps on your head
I’ve found myself groping around on my head lately after read-

ing an article about “phrenology.” That’s a word we might not 
recognize today. In the mid- to late 1800s, however, it was a big 
deal.

In those days many people were convinced that the shape of the 
skull, which reflected the shape of the brain, determined charac-
ter and talents. Reading the bumps on people’s heads was called 
“phrenology.” (In those days, some scientists were pretty loosey-

goosey about evidence.)
Your head bumps supposedly revealed if you were artistic, 

cheerful, or fearful. Your bumps revealed if you were a fine, up-
standing citizen or a criminal.

Seeing profit in this, snake oil salesmen switched their special-
ties and went around doing “readings.” People were eager to pay 
to have their heads groped.

Skeptics, of course, spoiled the fun, even before phrenology 
was discredited by actual scientific evidence. One of those skep-

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year



Meet Ruby!  She is an 8 year 
old domestic shorthair mix who 
has an incredible personality.  
She is very social and loves to 
play with her cat toys.  If you 
are looking for a kitty who will 
capture your heart, come and 
meet Ruby at Humane Society 
of West Michigan!
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Homes 
for reNT

Crafts & 
Bazaars

serviCe

ApArTmeNTs 
for reNT

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!616-696-3655 – 696-3655 –

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

CHild CAre

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

aUCtiON for sAle

Help 
WANTed

Classes & 
lessONs

For more information on the Humane Society of West 
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077 

Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road during 
adoption hours or visit www.hswestmi.org.  

New 2012 adoption hours: 
Sunday and Monday: Closed,  

Tuesday - Friday: 2 pm - 7 pm, Saturday: 10 am - 4 pm

PETS of 
the WEEk

CriTTer
CorNer

for reNT

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 PM FRIDAY

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. Place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                         
 25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

GaraGe/Yard 
sales

CriTTer
CorNer

Arroway Secure
Self Storage

6x8
8x10

10X20
10x24

Lighted security fencing
• No Deposit •

4121 - 14 Mile Rd.
Half mile east of 131 X-way
  696-3390

TOTAL WOOD HEAT 
Safe, clean, efficient 

and comfortable 
OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE 

from Central Boiler
 Twin Ponds Alternative 

Heating Solutions
989-831-4890

 

SELF 
STORAGE

WINTER 
CAR STORAGE 

SPECIAL

Call Marilyn at 696-1100

$6000
per month

For more information please call
(616) 696-3920/

TDD 1-800-649-3777

RED FLANNEL ACRES
“A Place to Call Home”
AFFORDABLE LIVING

311 Oak Court
Cedar Springs, MI

Great Location, 1 & 2 bedroom 
apartments. Designed for extremely 

low, very low and low income. 
Rent based on 30% of income. 

Handicapped accessible. 
Managed by Republic Management Corporation

Equal Housing 
Opportunity.

MILDRED HOUTING 
LEISURE ACRES

TAKING APPLICATIONS
for 1 bedroom apartments. 
Must be 62 years of age or 
handicapped or disabled of 
any age.  Designed for ex-
tremely low, very low and low 
income. Rent based on 30% of 
income. For more information 
please call (616) 696-3920/
TDD 1-800-649-3777.

NEW OUTDOOR 
WOOD BOILER

Heats up 
to 3,000 

sq. ft. 

No 
Creosote 
build up

(616) 551-0176
www.heissheaters.com

Packages & 

Financing 

Available

Expires 10/31/12 

3 BED/2 BATH

Apply online at: 
www.4villagetrails.com

$699

518 Hickory Lane 
Howard City

CALL TODAY!
(888) 207-2349

OR

SUN HOMES AT

SECURITY 
DEPOSIT 

START AT 
$399

/MO.

Expires 12/31/12 

518 Hickory Lane in Howard City
CALL TODAY!

(888) 244-8492
OR

Apply online at: 
www.4villagetrails.com

LAST CHANCE!
MOVE YOUR HOME 
FOR FREE
$99

&
MONTHLY 
SITE RENT 

FOR 3 YEARS!

*

*with regular annual increases

Learn Play & Grow Daycare 
has openings for 1st, 2nd & 
3rd shift. Spots are limited 
so reserve now! 616-696-
3754. #43-46p

Wanted!! Children 18 mo. - 3 
yr. for Mom & Tot class, 3 yr. 
old Kinderdance. Other ages 
welcome! Ballet, Hip Hop, Combo 
Classes, Jazz, Belly Dance, 
Pointe, and Piano. Dancing 
Plus 616-696-1449 www.
dancingplusllc.com. #39-44b

A bed – Queen pillowtop 
mattress set, has a warranty 
and still in plastic. $150. Must 
sell! 616-805-9282. #43-46p

Golf Car end of year clearance 
sale. 800-321-9616 ext. 17. 
#44,45p

Hay for Sale: 20 round bales, 
mixed hay, $65 per bale with 
take all free delivery in 20 mile 
radius of Sand Lake. 616-788-
0209. #44p

Living Estate/ Garage Sale of 
Muriel Casterline. Household 
items, canning jars, misc. 
Antiques. Thurs. Nov. 1 – Sat. 
Nov. 3 from 9 am – 5 pm. 137 
Cass Street, Howard City. Rain 
or Shine. #43,44p

Garage Sale: 3740 Bennington, 
Cedar Springs. Friday & 
Saturday, Nov. 2 & 3, 9 am – 
5 pm. Sunday Nov. 4, 10 am 
– 2 pm. Patio furniture, power 
washer and more. #44p

Cedar Springs Public Schools 
is accepting applications for 
High School Varsity Football 
Coach.  Qualified applicants 
must be 18 years of age and 
a HS diploma or equivalent, 
experience coaching/playing 
football at the high school/
college level, have the ability 
to work well with staff, parents, 
students, and community.  Visit 
www.csredhawks.org/careers to 
apply. #44b

General Cleaning – Kent City: 
Apply for a supervisory role 
directing a cleaning crew in a 
school, $11/hr, FT, 2nd shift. Must 
have positive can-do attitude, 
min. one year supervisory 
experience (in any field!), must 
pass criminal history clearance 
and drug screen. Please apply  
online at www.grbsinc.com. 
#44-46p

Drivers: CDL-A Dedicated 
Lanes Company Drivers & 
Owner Operators. Teams & 
Singles. $1,000 Sign-On Bonus 
for O/O. Fuel Discount. Safety 
Bonus Program. Excellent Fuel 
Surcharge. Open Board Drivers 
– 40 CPM. 6 mos. verifiable 
exp. 800-599-0087. #44

Meadowcreek Apartments 
1 and 2 bedrooms avail-
able, appliances furnished, 
cathedral ceilings. 300 Oak 
St. Cedar Springs. Call 
616-249-1682. www.mead-
owcreekapts.us.  #tfnb

Big 1 stall garage with stairs to 
unfinished storage loft, separate 
electric, $85 month. Call 616-
291-0530. #44p

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Tree Service with 60’ bucket 
truck. “Drop Only”. Save money! 
30 years experience. Call Steve 
616-835-3957 or Gordy 616-
514-2475.  #39-44p

Found: Beautiful long hair cat 
with Siamese markings, seen in 
the area of Becker and Tisdel, 
for the last couple of weeks. Call 
616-696-9234 for information. 
#43

Found: Black cat with white on 
chin & feet found on Oct. 11 in 
the area of Clarkston & Olin 
Lake. Very friendly! Call 616-
696-2357. #42

Found: Pit Bull (mix?), male, 
maybe 6 months old. Found on 
Oct. 13 in the area of Grovesnor 
and Cedar Springs Ave. Call 
616-799-1692. #42

C
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ed
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 W
or

kNarrow
Your 

Search
use the 

Cedar Springs
Post

Classifieds 

for reNT

Free: Kittens, 8 weeks old, 2 
males. Can make arrangements 
to have them fixed. Mamma cat 
also available, spayed. 616-
696-0167. #44

Free - Cats and Kittens: Male 
and female adult cats, all spayed 
and neutered with shots. All 1 
year and older. Kittens: male 
and female, about 6 weeks to 
5 months. Interested persons 
may call 616-636-4980 between 
9 am and 6 pm. #42 

Meet Daisy!  
She is a 5 year 
old Dalmatian/
Labrador Retriever 
mix.  She is playful 
with other dogs 
and enjoys being 
around people.  
Daisy is deaf but 
nothing can slow 
her down!  Come and meet Daisy at Humane Society of 
West Michigan!

Classifieds 
are 

online 
CHeCk 
it out  @ 

ww
w.c

eda
rsp

rin
gsp

ost
.co
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Cedar Springs Public Schools

PETS of 
the WEEk

3575 14-Mile Rd.
Cedar Springs

616-866-7670

4116 17 Mile Road
Cedar Springs

616-696-9610616-696-1204
36 East Maple Stree

Cedar Springs
616-696-3655

2013 Senior All Night 
Party

The party is open to any 
CSHS Senior graduating in 
2013.  The party is held at 
a secret location and is right 
after graduation.  The cost 
to attend is $100.00.  There 
is an early registration dis-
count of $10.00 if students sign up AND pay by 12/1/12.

There are many fundraisers happening throughout the 
year.  All proceeds from those fundraisers benefit the Senior 
All Night Party.   To find out more about these fundraising 
opportunities, how to get involved or anything about the 
party, please see the following:

• Visit us on Facebook:   CSHS Senior All Night Party 
2013

• Check the monthly emailed CSHS Newsletters
• See the Bulletin Board at the High School.   We will 

be posting information there for the seniors, staff and 
parents.

• E-mail one of the following:
Chairperson, Mandy Swanson swanman1@charter.net
Co-Chair, BJ Towers  vosbeth@yahoo.com
Treasurer, Angie Taylor   fancypants40@me.com
Secretary, Deb Caniff  deb.caniff@yahoo.com

 

CS Student receives 4th Place in Art Prize contest

Have you moved?

R1TS Resale is a store run by students from 7 school 
districts, located on the Cedar Springs school campus, 
behind Red Hawk Elementary. The store provides a 
structured and safe learning environment for our students 
to develop and practice job skills in a real retail setting. 

We have GREAT deals on quality clothing, household 
items, sports equipment, toys, books and much more!

2012-13 Hours
Monday – Thursday

8:30 – 1:30 pm 
*Closed 11:30-12:15 for lunch.

We gratefully accept DONATIONS and have Tax De-
ductible Forms.

    Come and check us out and see how well we do!

Senior named semifinalist in National Merit 
Scholarship Program

Upcoming Dates:
November 9 Student Early Release
November 20 End of 1st Trimester
November 21 No School for Students and Staff
November 22 – 23 Thanksgiving Break
November 26 No School for Students

C e d a r 
S p r i n g s 
M i d d l e 
School stu-
dent Siera 
Hull was 
s u r p r i s e d 
when she 
made it into 
the top ten 
of the “Art 
It Up” con-
test at Art 
Prize.   Si-
era decided 
to enter 
the draw-
ing contest 
when her 
art teacher, 
Ms. Burke presented the of-
fer.  

“Art It Up” gives the op-
portunity for middle school 
and high school students to 
create a design to be painted 

In order to better serve you and your child(ren), we need 
to keep their information accurate and up-to-date.

For an Address Change - contact Central Enrollment
Ph:  616-696-7317
Fax:   616-696-3755
Email:  susan.andrzejewski@csredhawks.org
*Please note - A change in a bus stop may take 2-3 busi-

ness days.*
For a Contact Information Change - notify your 

child(ren)’s building.  These changes include parent/guard-
ian phone number, e-mail address or emergency contact in-
formation.  For a complete list of building telephone num-
bers, please visit www.csredhawks.org/contactus.

We appreciate your assistance in helping us better serve 
you and your child(ren).

Thank you.

The National Merit Scholarship 
Corporation (NMSC) in Evanston, 
Illinois has named Thomas Waite, 
senior at Cedar Springs High School, 
as one of approximately 16,000 
Semifinalists in the 58th annual Na-
tional Merit Scholarship Program. 
These academically talented high 
school seniors have an opportunity 
to continue in the competition for 
some 8,300 National Merit Scholar-
ships worth more than $32 million 
that will be offered next spring.

The competition includes an out-
standing academic record through-

out high school, be endorsed and rec-
ommended by a high school official, 
participation in school and community 
activities, demonstrated leadership 
abilities, listed honors and awards, 
write an essay, and earn SAT scores 
that confirm the student’s earlier per-
formance on the qualifying test.

Congratulations to Thomas on quali-
fying as a Semifinalist and best of luck 
in the Finals.  National Merit Schol-
arship Finalists will be announced in 
February.   The 2013 scholarship win-
ners will be announced beginning in 
April and concluding in July.

Cedar Springs High School and H Productions 
Proudly Present:

Dec 6, 7, and 8 at 7:30PM
High School Auditorium

Visit www.hprodcshs.com for ticket information.
Be sure not to miss out on this great show.

on a Fiat 500 automobile as 
well as win a cash prize. 
The “Art It Up” contest was 
implemented for the sole 
purpose of promoting art in 
local schools.  An unnamed 

benefactor provides the 
winning cash awards and 
the automobile. 

Congratulations to Siera 
for her accomplishment. 

If you are interested in 

seeing Siera’s winning en-
try, visit redhawkart.blog-
spot.com.

Thomas Waite

Siera Hull

Thank you to all the following supporters who brought you this school page...
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sports / OUTDOORS Roger
...continued from page 9
tics was Mark Twain. Under an assumed name, Mark Twain vis-
ited a phrenology reader and was advised that he had no sense 
of humor. Another head bump reading—this time as himself, the 
famous humorist—got him diagnosed as having a fine sense of 
humor.

The phrenology article made me suspect a couple of things: 1) 
Snake oil salesmen have switched their specialties again and have 
gone into politics. 2) Groping my own head suggests that my hair 
is getting thin on top. 
Department of medicine

A man is recovering from surgery when the nurse appears and 
asks how he’s feeling. 

“I’m okay,” says the patient, “but I sure didn’t like those four-
letter words the doctor used during surgery.”

“What did he say?” asks the nurse. 
“Oops!”

Department of religion
A preacher was looking for a used lawnmower. He found one at 

a yard sale that the owner’s boy, Jim, happened to be manning.
“This mower work, son?” the preacher asked.
“Sure does,” Jim said.  “You have to pull hard on that cord, 

though.”
The preacher bought the mower. When he got ready to mow, he 

yanked and pulled and tugged on the cord. No luck. It wouldn’t 
start.

Back he went to the yard sale place. “You said this would work 
if I pulled on the cord hard enough,” he complained.

“Well,” Jim said, “maybe I didn’t mention that you need to cuss 
at it sometimes.”

The preacher was taken aback. “I haven’t done that for many 
years!” he said.

Jim smiled. “Just keep yanking on that cord, Pastor. It’ll come 
back to you.”
Department of geriatrics

• These days about half the stuff in my shopping cart says, “For 
fast relief.”

• Good advice is something a guy gives when he’s too old to set 
a bad example.

• Don’t let aging get you down.  It’s too hard to get back up.
• Remember: You don’t stop laughing because you grow old, 

you grow old because you stop laughing.

line…and where exactly does that come from? Let’s look 
at what Jesus says.

John 17:13-18: 13 “I am coming to you now, but I say 
these things while I am still in the world, so that they may 
have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have 
given them your word and the world has hated them, for 
they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 
15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but 
that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of 
the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the 
truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, 
I have sent them into the world. 

Jesus prays in verse 18, “…As you sent me into the 
world, I have sent them into the world.” We all know that 
Jesus was “other” worldly…in other words, He came from 
Heaven to Earth, and it was very evident that He was differ-
ent than us. He came teaching, doing miracles, and He was 
perfect. Jesus is saying that as God sent Him on a mission, 
so Jesus sends us on a mission to make disciples.  

So what would Jesus do? I’m not sure exactly. To be sure 
there is a spiritual battle at 
war in our world. The Bible 
tells us that our battle is not 
against flesh and blood, but 
against the powers of evil in 
this world, and that is a real 
battle. I just don’t think that 
a 7-year-old in a princess 
costume represents that. 
But I do know that we are 
called to love our neighbors 
as ourselves. That, along 
with loving our God with 
all of our heart, soul, mind, 
and strength is our highest 
calling. That’s the prism we 
ought to look through when 
we decide what is best for 
us.  

  

Pulpit
...continued from page 4

at the door. Tickets are $10 for adults ($12 at the door), 
adults 65-plus and students $5 ($7 at the door), families are 
$25 ($30 at the door), and children under 5 are free. Doors 
open at 6:30 p.m. Your ticket also includes light refresh-
ments in the cafeteria after the show. 

3. Prior to the show, there will be a candlelight family 
style Tuscan Harvest dinner sponsored by the Women’s 
Club 5:30-6:30 p.m. at the Cedarfield Clubhouse, on 17 
Mile, just west of Meijer. Seating is limited to 55 people, 
and tickets must be purchased at the library by November 
1. The cost for the dinner is $15.

They will also be holding a Facebook online silent auc-
tion. Go to the search and type in Cedar Springs Public Li-
brary Silent Auction.

For more information, call 616-696-1910.

Broadway
...continued from front page 


