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Halloween Fun

FREE   All it takes is for you to grab it!

Fall colors 

Pedestrian dies in accident

A man was killed on 17 
Mile Road in Cedar Springs 
about 6 p.m. Friday evening, 
October 17, while crossing 
the street.
Police  identified  the man 

as Bruce Hickman, 53, of 
the City of Cedar Springs.

Chief Chad Potts said the 
man had just left a store and 
was trying to cross the road.

A witness at the scene 
told the Post that while he 
was waiting to pull out of 
the Family Fare driveway, 
he saw the victim, on the 
south side of the road, near 
the mailbox at 4186 17 Mile 
(just east of the Cedar Chris-
tian Academy sign), enter 

the roadway heading north. 
The witness looked away 
to the west, and when he 
looked back east, he saw the 
man get hit by a westbound 
vehicle.

The vehicle skidded to a 
stop in front of Choice One 
Bank.

Chief Potts said that ac-
cording to another witness, 
the victim looked west be-
fore he crossed the road, but 
not east.

First responders gave the 
man CPR, but he did not 
survive his injuries. He was 
pronounced dead at the 
scene.

Alcohol was not a factor 

on the part of the driver. A 
toxicology report on the vic-
tim is not yet available.

Cedar Springs Police, the 
Kent County Sheriff Depart-
ment, Cedar Springs Fire 
and Rescue, and Rockford 
Ambulance all assisted at 
the scene.

The accident is still under 
investigation.

A memorial service for 
Mr. Hickman, reportedly 
a longtime resident of an 
adult foster care home here 
in Cedar Springs, is set for 
Thursday, October 23, at 
the Pentecostal Church of 
Kentwood, 2627 44th St. SE, 
Kentwood, from 6-8 p.m.

Trick or treat in Cedar Springs

Are you ready to trick or treat in Cedar Springs?

It’s only one week until Halloween—are 
you ready for a night full of fun? Does the 
thought greeting scores of trick or treaters 
make you break out in a cold sweat? Forget 
staying home! Pack up the kids and come 
out Halloween night for the Annual Cedar 
Springs Halloween Spooktacular in Cedar 
Springs! Sponsored by the Cedar Springs 
Area Chamber of Commerce, area businesses 
and churches, the fun starts at 4:30 p.m. with 
spooky storytime at the library, at the cor-
ner of Cherry and Second. That is followed 
by trick or treating from 5 to 7 p.m. at Main 

Street businesses.
The  Kent  County  Sheriff  Traffic  Squad 

will hand out hot chocolate and donuts at the 
Cedar Springs firebarn at W. Maple and Sec-
ond St. again this year, and the Cedar Springs 
Historical Museum will host a haunted school 
house at the museum in Morley Park. Calvary 
Assembly of God will host a carnival at Main 
and Ash, and The Springs Church will host 
Trunk-or-Treat from 6pm-8pm, in their park-
ing lot at the corner of Maple and First Street, 
along with a giant slide, and refreshments. For 
more info, see ad on page 8.

FAMILY FEATURES 

Haunted with the thought of a ho-hum Halloween? Never
fear — trick-or-treaters will want more than just candy
once they see your party table. Throw a fabulous

Halloween party fit for little goblins or grown-up monsters with
some devilishly good sweets.
Try these easy party ideas from Wilton to make your Halloween
spook-tacular:
n Add some “pop” to popcorn: Trick out ordinary popcorn into

a sweet-and-salty party pleaser. Drizzle on Candy Melts® candy
for festive flavors, and then capture the Halloween spirit by
adding fun sprinkle mixes.

n Masquerade cookies: Who says you can’t play with your food?
Create edible masks with decorated shaped cookies and attach
them to cookie sticks with melted Candy Melts candy. Set up a
photo station at your party, so guests can take pictures with their
cookie mask creations before eating them.

n Jack-o’-lantern cakes: It wouldn’t be Halloween without
carved pumpkins. Make yours edible by baking a delicious
pumpkin spice pound cake shaped like a pumpkin. Increase the
fun by adding silly icing facial features. 

n Midnight potions: Spice up the night with candy corn drinks
served in containers guests can devour, making cleanup easy and
delicious. Or, toast the night with the Witch’s Brew Mocktail.

For more Halloween ideas and inspiration, visit wilton.com.

Masquerade Cookies
Servings: 2 dozen cookies

2 3/4 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon salt
1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted butter, softened

1 1/2 cups granulated sugar
1 egg

1 1/2 teaspoons Imitation Clear Vanilla Extract
1/2 teaspoon Imitation Almond Extract

Royal icing
Orange, Black, Green, Lemon Yellow, Brown and 

Violet Icing Colors, as desired
Orange, Yellow, Orange, Lavender and Black Colored 

Sugars, as desired
Halloween Jimmies, Nonpareils and Icing Decorations, 

as desired
Candy Melts candy
Cookie sticks

Preheat oven to 350°F. 
In large bowl, mix flour, baking powder and salt. In second

large bowl, beat butter and sugar with electric mixer until light 
and fluffy. Beat in egg and extracts. Add flour mixture to butter
mixture 1 cup at a time, mixing after each addition. Do not chill
dough. Divide dough into 2 balls. 

On floured surface, roll each ball into a circle approximately 
12 inches in diameter by 1/8 inch thick. Dip eye and glasses
cookie cutters in flour before each use. Arrange cookies on
ungreased cookie sheet. 

Bake 8–11 minutes or until cookies are lightly browned. Cool
completely on cooling grid. Decorate as desired using tinted royal
icing, colored sugars and Halloween icing decorations. Use melted
candy to attach sticks to backs of cookies; chill until set. 

Pumpkin Spice Popcorn
Servings: 6 cups

6 cups popped kettle corn 
2 cups mini pretzel twists
1 package (10 ounces) Pumpkin Spice Candy Melts 

candy
1 bottle (2.5 ounces) Pumpkin Mix Sprinkles

Spread popcorn and pretzels on parchment paper-lined 
cookie sheet. 

In disposable decorating bag, melt candy in microwave 
at 50 percent power for 1 minute; remove bag and knead.
Continue melting candy for 30-second intervals at 50 percent
power until completely melted. Snip off end of bag and
drizzle melted candy over popcorn mixture; immediately 
add sprinkles. Let stand until candy has hardened, about 20
minutes. Break into pieces to serve.

Caramel Apple Popcorn
Servings: 6 cups

6 cups popped popcorn, buttered and salted
3/4 cup roasted salted peanuts

1 package (10 ounces) Caramel Apple Candy Melts 
candy 

1 bottle (2.5 ounces) Spider Mix Sprinkles
Spread popcorn and peanuts on parchment paper-lined 
cookie sheet. 

In disposable decorating bag, melt candy in microwave 
at 50 percent power for 1 minute; remove bag and knead.
Continue melting candy for 30-second intervals at 50 percent
power until completely melted. Snip off end of bag and
drizzle melted candy over popcorn. Immediately top with
sprinkles. Let stand until candy has hardened, about 20 min -
utes. Break into pieces to serve.

Pumpkin Pound Cake 
Servings: 16

3 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking powder

1 1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg

1 cup (2 sticks) butter, softened
2 cups granulated sugar
4 eggs
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract

1 1/4 cups canned 100 percent pumpkin (not pie filling)
Preheat oven to 325°F. Prepare Dimensions Large Pumpkin
Pan lightly with vegetable pan spray with flour. Place on
baking sheet. 

In medium bowl, combine flour, baking powder, cinnamon,
salt and nutmeg. In large bowl, beat butter and sugar with
electric mixer until light and fluffy. Add eggs, one at a time,
mixing well after each addition; beat in vanilla. Add flour
mixture alternately with pumpkin; mix well. Pour batter into
prepared pan. 

Bake 70–80 minutes or until toothpick inserted in center
comes out clean. Cool 15 minutes in pan. Turn onto cooling
rack. Cool completely before serving. 

Witch’s Brew Mocktail
Servings: 6

3 cups ginger ale, chilled
1 1/2 cups pineapple juice, 

chilled
1/3 cup sweetened lime 

juice, chilled
Green gel food color or 

green icing color 
(optional)

Black Colored Sugar 
Gummy Eyeball 

Skewers
In large pitcher, combine ginger
ale, pineapple juice, sweetened
lime juice and, if using, gel food
color.

To prepare glasses, dip rims 
of martini glasses in water, then
in black sugar. Fill with drink
mixture; add eyeball skewers. 

Candy Corn Drinks
Servings: 8

1 cup (half of 12-ounce package) Bright 
White Candy Melts Candy, melted 
according to package directions

1 cup (half of 12-ounce package) 
Orange Candy Melts Candy, melted 
according to package directions

1 package (12 ounces) Yellow Candy 
Melts Candy, melted according to 
package directions

Orange flavored fruit drink, orange, 
peach or mango juice or other 
favorite drink

Fill disposable decorating bag with melted
bright white candy. Divide evenly among
cavities of 8-cavity silicone shot glass mold,
taking care to not get any candy on sides of
mold. Repeat process with orange and yellow
candy. Refrigerate until candy is set, about 30
minutes. Carefully remove candy glasses from
mold and set aside. Fill with orange drink.

Masquerade Cookies, Caramel Apple Popcorn, Pumpkin Spice Popcorn and Pumpkin Pound Cake 

Witch’s Brew Mocktail and Candy Corn Drinks

We asked for your beautiful 
fall photos, and many of you 
took the time to post them 

on our Facebook page. The 
photos on this page show the 
splendor of the fall colors in 

the West Michigan area. 
Now is the time to take a 

drive and take in all the beau-

tiful fall colors Michigan has 
to offer. Get out and see them 
before they are gone. You are 

sure to be delighted with the 
colors in this fall’s fashion 
show!

See more fall photos on 
our website www.cedar-
springspost.com

Post photo by J. Reed.
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For all your �nancial service needs, call on
Member SIPC

Financial Advisor
. 4027 17 Mile Rd

Cedar Springs, MI
49319
616-696-9370

PLEASE HELP US
REACH OUR GOAL

www.edw m

We hope to collect 1250 pounds of food 
for the Cedar Springs Community Food 
Pantry before November 17th.  Non-
perishable foods can be dropped off at 
our office Monday - Friday from 9:00 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Thank you for your 
help!

We hope to collect 1500 pounds of food 
for the Cedar Springs Community Food 
Pantry before November 15th. Non-
perishable foods can be dropped off at our 
office Monday - Friday from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m.  No cash donations accepted. 
Thank you for your help!

That is how much food we have gathered 
so far for the Cedar Springs Community 
Food Pantry.  Please help us reach our goal 
of 1750 pounds before November 14th. 
Non-perishable foods can be dropped off 
at our office Monday through Friday from 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  No cash donations 
accepted. Thank you for your help!

351 Pounds

Also visit our Greenville location Public Warehouse 
for the same great deals - 1205 W.  Washington St. • Greenville

roWland’s
surPlus outlet

Muskegon St.
Cedar Springs

616-696-9716
We’ve got what you need this Fall!

tarPs

camo 
clothing 
for the whole 

Family

halloWeen
suPPlies

Yard 
clean-uP 

tools

RV

Includes a 15 point Safety Check-Up.
Hurry! Limited time offer!

*Good on all furnace brands. Price on oil furnaces may be slightly higher.

Furnace Service & 
Check Up Special Only $69*

When you 
mention 
this ad.

Expert in all makes & models • Gas, Oil & Geothermal
Residential • Commercial • Service • Free Estimates • Plumbing Service • Sewer & Drain Cleaning

24 Hour service on all Makes & Models

All About
  Heating & Cooling LLC

12505 Northland Dr.
  Owner: Greg Gillmer

616-824-6029

Looks Like the Weather 
Predictions for the 

Winter are SEVERE!
Don’t Wait Get Your  

Furnace Checked Now!

Fully
Licensed & 

Insured 

CSP

Post travels to Washington Consumer Advisory:
Serrano peppers 
May be contaminated with Salmonella

If you bought serrano peppers from Meijer last week, you 
will want to return them.

The Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural 
Development (MDARD) issued a consumer advisory on 
Wednesday, October  22,  for  serrano  peppers  supplied  by 
Bailey Farms Inc. of Oxford, North Carolina and distrib-
uted by Meijer stores in Michigan because they have the 
potential to be contaminated with Salmonella. No illnesses 
have been reported to date.

These serrano peppers were sold in Meijer stores from 
October 14 to October 19, 2014. Serrano pepper was 
shipped on Bailey Farms labeled boxes with a 3x4 bar-
code label on the outside of the box containing the lot code 
33714 and 1460410.

A random sample was taken by MDARD on Oct 13, 
2014; and the sample tested by MDARD’s Lab Division 
confirmed it positive for Salmonella on October 18. 

Consumers who have purchased serrano peppers during 
said dates are urged to return it to the place of purchase for 
a full refund.

Salmonella is an organism which can cause serious and 
sometimes fatal infections in young children, frail or el-
derly people, and others with weakened immune systems. 
Healthy persons infected with Salmonella often experience 
fever, diarrhea (which may be bloody), nausea, vomit-
ing and abdominal pain. In rare circumstances, infection 
with Salmonella can result in the organism getting into the 
bloodstream and producing more severe illnesses such as 
arterial infections (i.e., infected aneurysms), endocarditic 
and arthritis.

Consumers who have recently eaten raw serrano peppers 
or foods containing raw serrano peppers and are experienc-
ing any of these symptoms should contact their health care 
provider. All Salmonella infections should be reported to 
state or local health authorities.

Man dies while 
hunting

A Courtland Township man died Tuesday morning, while 
hunting on private property in Cannon Township.

According to the Kent County Sheriff Department, the 
58-year-old man, from Courtland Township, had been bow 

hunting with his cousin. At 
about 9:45 a.m., the cous-
in went to meet up with the 
Courtland man and found 
him deceased.  

The Kent County Sheriff 
Department, Cannon Fire 
Department, Michigan De-
partment of Natural Resourc-
es and Rockford Ambulance 
responded to the scene. The 
incident is still under investi-
gation with the Kent County 
Sheriff Department. 

An autopsy is pending.
The man’s name had not 

yet been released at press 
time.

Medical cause suspected in M-57 crash 
into home

The Post traveled to Ta-
holah,  Washington,  on  an 
Amtrak train in July, with 
Dick and Hattie Davis, of 
Algoma Twp. They visited 
with Dick’s sister, Marian 
Davis Curley, who grad-
uated from Cedar Springs 
High School in 1959, and 
after graduating from Trin-
ity College in Chicago, in 
1964, went on to teach ele-
mentary school in Taholah. 

Taholah is the administra-
tive village of the Quinault 
Indian Nation, where the 
Quinault River empties into 
the  Pacific  Ocean,  in  the 
Olympic Peninsula. 

Dick and Hattie enjoyed 
visiting Marian, her hus-
band of 48 years, and four 
generations of the Curley 
family.

Thanks, Dick and Hattie, 
for taking us with you!

Are you going on vaca-
tion? Take the Post with 
you and snap some photos. 
Then send them to us with 
some info to news@cedar-
springspost.com or mail 
them to Post travels, PO 
Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 
49319. We will be looking 
for yours!

The driver who crashed into this home on 14 Mile Road Monday may have suffered a medical 
emergency. Photo courtesy of the Rockford Squire.

A resident in the home 
located on the southwest 
corner of Myers Lake Road 
and 14 Mile Road (M-57) 
heard two crashing sounds 
before  a  final  one  shook 
the house. She found that 
a Jeep Patriot had left the 
road, gone down and up a 
hilled area, taken out a road 
sign, and narrowly missed 
a large pear tree before 
striking her home, at 7156 
14 Mile Road, just before 
12:23 p.m. on Monday, Oc-
tober 20.

According to the Kent 
County Sheriff Depart-
ment, the driver may have 
suffered a medical emer-
gency. They reported that a 
witness said that the driver, 
identified  as  Bruce Wayne 
Beck, 69, of Gowen, was 
slumped over the wheel 
as he entered the intersec-

tion, and never tapped his 
brakes or made any attempt 
to slow down before hitting 
the home.

First responders to the 
scene worked on the driv-

er, the sole inhabitant of the 
vehicle, for nearly an hour 
before transporting him to 
a downtown Grand Rapids 
hospital with a life-threat-
ening medical condition. 
After removing the driver 
from the vehicle, they per-
formed chest compressions 
in attempts to stabilize him 
before transportation via 
Rockford Ambulance.

Responding to the scene 
was Courtland Fire and 
Rescue, the Kent Coun-
ty Sheriff Department and 
Rockford Ambulance.

The resident of the home 
said she didn’t immediately 
realize what had happened, 
but noted that there are 
numerous accidents at the 
intersection. No one in the 
home was injured.

Candidates for Cedar Springs City Council

LOCATION CHANGE FOR CANDIDATE FORUM
Tuesday, October 28, 6:30 p.m. at Hilltop Admin building, 3rd floor boardroom

The November election 
is right around the corner, 
and there are seven people 
vying for four positions 
on the Cedar Springs City 
Council. There will be a 
candidate forum open to 
the public on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 28, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the 3rd floor boardroom, at 
the Hilltop Administration 

building (corner of Main 
and Muskegon). The forum 
will be hosted by the Com-
munity Action Network and 
the Cedar Springs Post. 

The candidates will be 
asked  several  questions, 
and the public will also 
have a chance to ask some 
questions through the mod-
erator. There will also be 

time to talk one on one with 
the candidates at the end.

Ken Benham, who served 
for 8 years, is not running 
again, so his position his 
open, along with incumbent 
Mark Fankhauser’s, who is 
running again. Fankhaus-
er, former council member 
Pamela Conley, and DDA 
Chair Perry Hopkins, are 

all competing for those two 
seats. As part of the recall 
side of the election, incum-
bent Ashley Bremmer is 
running against Molly Nix-
on, and incumbent Patricia 
Troost is running against 
Rose Powell. 

Check out candidate info 
on this page.

There are seven people running for four seats on the Cedar 
Springs City Council. This year’s ballot will look a little differ-
ent, however.  It  is  the first election under  the new law dealing 
with recalls. There will be three people vying for two seats, and 
then the two candidates facing recall, Patricia Troost and Ashley 
Bremmer, are each running against another opponent. The voter 
simply votes for one or the other.

Running for two seats:
Mark Fankhauser was appointed to 

finish out another councilor’s term in 2012, 
and is now up for election. He has served 
as mayor for the last year, and is seeking 
reelection to continue serving the people 
of Cedar Springs. Fankhauser has lived in 
the district 33 years, and is a Captain-EMS 
Coordinator for the Grand Rapids Fire De-
partment. 

The Post asked, what previous experience/skills do you have 
that you could use in this office? He said he has attended multiple 
Michigan Municipal League Conferences, which are designed to 
educate public officials. He has also served on the Board of Di-
rectors for the Rockford Community Credit Union for the last 14 
years. He has also been active with the Labor movement, holding 
several officer positions within the organizations he has worked 
for. 

Fankhauser feels the most important issue facing the City of 
Cedar Springs is proactive improvement of the infrastructure, 
which protects the health, safety and welfare of the citizens of 
Cedar Springs.

The accomplishments he is most proud of in his term on the 
Council are: First, seeing a dynamic re-purpose of the property 
at 95 N. Main Street, now the future home of the Cedar Springs 
Brewing Company. This was once a vacated building/lot in need; 
now a unique business that will complement the other businesses 
within Cedar Springs. Second, would be the recent transition to 
the Kent County Sheriff Department providing police service. Al-
beit unique changes, yes; these changes were based on facts, not 
opinions or emotions.

Perry Hopkins has lived in Cedar 
Springs since 2010. He is a naturopath, 
therapeutic body work practitioner, Dr of 
Metaphysics, and owner/operator of Kin 
of Hope Natural Health & Perry’s Place llc 
for herbs, teas, and more…! 

The Post asked what previous experi-
ence or skills could he use  in office? He 
is involved with multiple boards/ com-

mittees in the Cedar Springs community, including a trustee on 
the Cedar Springs Area Chamber of Commerce, a trustee on the 
Kent Theatre Board, the Community Action Network Board, Ce-
dar Springs Planning Commission, and Chairman of the Cedar 
Springs DDA. He also serves on various event committees in Ce-
dar Springs. He said he is most proud of being a part of the Cedar 
Springs Area Chamber of Commerce and bringing more events 
and happenings to the Cedar Spring Community.
Hopkins said he was prompted to run for office when he no-

ticed there was a shortage of nonbiased citizens running for city 
council. 

Hopkins feels the most important issue facing our district is be-
ing divided. “As a community we need to work together and help 
the community as one entity grow and become strongly united. 
The only way to make this happen is to work with every person, 
business, committee, board, group, or organization that has the 
community’s best interest in mind,” he said. 

Pamela Conley has lived in Cedar 
Springs 15 years. She is a teacher and 
coach at  Forest Hills Central High School. 
The previous skills and experience she 
brings include one term on the City Coun-
cil, as well as terms on the Cedar Springs 
Board of Education, Cedar Springs Li-
brary board, PTO Board of directors, and 
the Cedar Springs Garden Club.

Conley said she is running for office again because she feels a 
strong responsibility that citizens need to participate in local gov-
ernment, and she was asked by a large number of neighbors and 

fellow citizens to seek another seat.
What does she think is the most important issue facing the com-

munity? “We have the perception that the local citizens are not 
being including in the decision-making process in our community. 
Decisions about the image of the community as well as the control 
of and management of Skinner Field have been made with little or 
no opportunity for input from the citizens.”
What was she most proud of accomplishing while on council 

previously? “During my term on the council we established Vet-
eran’s Memorial Park and made substantive improvements to the 
water/sewer system,” she said.

Running for one seat:
Ashley Bremmer, one of the council 

members named in the recall, is running 
for her seat. She has lived in Cedar Springs 
9-1/2 years. Previous experience/skills in-
clude serving on the Council since 2011, 
and serving on the planning commission 
prior to that.

Bremmer said she initially decided to 
serve on council because a member re-

signed and there was a seat that needed to be filled for the remain-
der of that term. “I decided to apply and I was the only applicant. 
That November I ran, unopposed, for the election. I decided to be 
on city council because I wanted to see the direction of where the 
city was going, be a part of the positive changes for the city, and 
make sure that the city was a good and safe place to raise my fam-
ily. I had no, and still have no hidden agenda to be on city council. 
I take each issue as it comes, and try to make the best decision at 
the time, for the city.”

Bremmer says there are many important issues facing the city. 
“We have a tight budget, the streets and sidewalks need work, we 
have a new contract with Kent County Sheriffs Department that 
are all important. I think the really important issues that are facing 
the city are being sidetracked by personal agendas, hidden mo-
tives, hurt feelings, and people that are making a mockery of our 
council and city.” 

There are several things Bremmer is proud of accomplishing 
while serving, including the bathrooms at the staging area, the Ce-
dar Springs Brewery coming to town, and the sidewalks that did 
get replaced. What she is personally proud of is “representing my 
city and the council in a respectful and dignified manner. I have 
not lashed out when lies were spread, the council became divided 
and even took part in recalling me. I have been present for council 
meetings when there were tough decisions to be made. And most 
importantly, I respected the diversity of our council, without trying 
to influence them or use outside sources to get my way.”

 Molly Nixon is running against Ash-
ley Bremmer. She graduated from Cedar 
Springs High School in 2001, and moved 
back to Cedar Springs in 2008. She is living 
in a home her family built in the 1800s, and 
that she grew up in. She is a Central Station 
Dispatcher at EPS Security, and a nursing 
student at Grand Rapids Community Col-
lege. She says that her interactions with the 

general public through her employers for the last 15 years have 
given her skills she can use on the council. “I have learned to keep 
my professionalism and hear what is being said in the face of an-
ger, fear, and character attacks. I bring a civility that the council 
has lacked at times. In the event that I do not persuade other coun-
cil members to see things my way we are still neighbors, and we 
will leave the meeting respecting each other. I believe that facts, 
not people, are up for discussion.”
What prompted Nixon to run for Council? “I have been in sup-

port of coming to an arrangement with the Red Flannel Festival 
since it was first an issue. In the time that I have been engaged 
with the political process, I have noticed that the council operated 
on pride and secrecy. Calling closed meetings in situations that are 
questionable at best. They also rely too heavily on attorney client 
privilege. In sorting through the council documents I found prop-
erty bought by the city for no reason other than it was a good deal, 
decisions against the express wishes of residents, placing restric-
tions on parking vehicles on private property, and property that 
was bought with the purpose of building a new library left vacant 
for reasons that I still do not fully understand. Some of these issues 

have been resolved, but that is only because the public has been 
voting in council members who are accountable.”

Nixon thinks the most pressing problem is that City Hall is “a 
place of secret meetings and make it up as you go rules.” But 
she sees another problem as well. “I also seek to reclaim Cedar 
Springs as my home. It always was, and always will be Red Flan-
nel Town, USA. I want to put that back on every street corner of 
this town. The personal pride of a few people alone erased that. 
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Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

Pastor Craig T. Owens
http://craigtowens.com

Worship Every Sunday at 10:30am
810 17 Mile Road, Cedar Springs

at the corner of 17 Mile and Olin Lakes
www.cscalvary.org

(616) 696-8708

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm

Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

























Pastor Steve Lindeman

Sunday ScheduLe:
TWO WOrShiP SerViceS  at 9:00 a.m.
 and 11:30 a.m.

SuPerViSed nurSery care PrOVided
10:00 a.m.  coffee Fellowship downstairs
10:15 a.m.  christian education FOr aLL aGeS

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 5pm
Sunday Youth Group 6:30pm 
Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

F i r s 
b a p t i s t  c h u r c h

of cedar springs

233 S. Main Street
696-1630

Faith - continues on page 11

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am & 9:30 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays at 3:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

10 am Sunday worship  (616)784-1111
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont
(corner of Pine Island, 1/4 mile west of Exit 95 of US 131)

www.holyspiritbelmont.org
New Ideas, Traditional Worship

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church

Keeping the Faith
Church Connection

spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

Pastor: Robert Eckert
sunday Worship: 10 aM

Bible study: 11:15 aM Monday

enhance fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
www.coumc.com

St. John Paul II Parish
Roman Catholic Faith Community
3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30pm • Sundays at 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

     Pioneer Christian Reformed Church 
  Services at Cedarfield Community Center 
      3592 17 Mile RD NE (Next to Meijer) 
 Phone: 696-9120  Web: www.pioneercrc.org 
           Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM 
                     Pastor: Jim Alblas   
 

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pastor: Jim Alblas

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

two Services: 
9:30AM & 
11:15AM

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM
www.scwchurch.org

Sundays @ 
9:45 AM 

& 11:15 AM

135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Oak & Grant) | 616.696.2970
w w w. t h e s p ri n g s c h u rc h . i n f o

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 

Hall Rental $65.00 (no alcohol) ~ 
Call Crystal Gould 616-636-5615

ngagementEEEEE
irthBBBBB
nniversaryAAAAA
eddingWWWWW
emorialMMMMM
bituaryOOOOO
hankyou!TTTTT
nnouncementAAAAA

ngagementEEEEE
irthBBBBB
nniversaryAAAAA
eddingWWWWW
emorialMMMMM
bituaryOOOOO
hankyou!TTTTT
nnouncementAAAAA

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 years

By Ronnie McBrayer

The Trick To The 
TreaTs

That faint noise you hear is the 
sound of pint-sized spooks gather-
ing on your lawn. They will soon be 
knocking at the door, plastic pump-

kins outstretched. Spare yourself the tricks and give up the 
treats - the unhealthy, sweet, nougat-filled goodies in your 
cupboard. Keep your stinking apples, raisins, toothbrushes, 
and granola bars. In a few short years the tykes will have to 
turn in their costumes, so don’t deprive them of this rite of 
childhood passage.

This doesn’t mean adults don’t get in on the fun. Ameri-
cans spend nearly $3 billion each Halloween, not on adorn-
ing their children for the festivities, but on themselves. 
Adults love to play dress-up, it would appear, and not just 

in October.
We all hide behind masks, 

masks we have worn for so 
long, we forget the real per-
son  who  lurks  beneath.  We 
so over-identify with our 
dress-up characters, that is 
the roles we play in life, that 
when the roles change—and 
they will change—we expe-
rience miserable frustration.

One Halloween my son 
dressed as the cartoon space-
man Buzz Lightyear for 
Halloween. It was fun—“To 
infinity  and  beyond!”—and 
that’s how long I thought the 
boy would wear the costume. 
In his mind, this wasn’t a 
temporary role he was play-
ing. Buzz Lightyear was who 
he really was. Every time he 
had to lay aside his costume, 
it was the proverbial end of 
the world with weeping and 

JohN J. GoLLer
Mr. John J. Goller, aged 
89, formerly of Rockford 
passed away Friday 
October 17, 2014. He was 
born June 16, 1925 in Solon 
Township, attended the 
former Briggs School and 
Cedar Springs High School. 
During WW II he served 
with the 35th Division, US 
Army and fought in the 
Battle of the Bulge. He was 
a member of the Rockford 
United Methodist Church, 
V.F.W. Post 3946 and Glenn Hill American Legion Post 
287. Surviving are his wife Peggy; his sons and their wives 
John M. (Debra) Goller and David (Deborah) Goller; his 
grandchildren Andrea (Erich) Staman, Lynee’ (Pete) Buhl, 
Aelise Goller, Amy (Steve) VanBeekom, John D. Goller, 
Kathleen Goller; he was preceded in death by two brothers 
and one sister. Funeral services for Mr. Goller were held 
on Tuesday October 21, 2014 at 11:00 am in the Rockford 
United Methodist Church. Visitation was held on Monday, 
October 20th from 2-4 and 6-8 pm at the Pederson Funeral 
Home. Those desiring an expression of sympathy are asked 
to consider with the Rockford United Methodist Church 
or the Michigan Home for Veteran’s, 3000 Monroe N.E., 
Grand Rapids, MI 49505.

Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home
www.pedersonfuneralhome.com

MaUrice FaY carr
Mr. Maurice Fay Carr, aged 63, of rural Howard City, Ensley 
Township passed away Monday, October 13, 2014. Maurice 
was born September 4, 1951 to Archie Owen and Bernetta 
Jane (Pickard) Carr in Grand Rapids, Michigan. He enjoyed 
anything to do with the outdoors, especially fishing. One 
of his greatest joys was to watch his grandchildren play 
sports such as football and wrestling. He was retired from 
Keeler Brass but kept busy doing side jobs as a handyman/
construction worker. Maurice was preceded in death by his 
father and mother. He is survived by his sons, Roger (Carrie) 
Carr and Dennis (Julie) Carr; a daughter Mollie (Ron) 
Spencer; 10 grandchildren; a brother Rodger (Mary) Carr; 
sister Genevieve Ogg. Also surviving are his significant 
other Judy Bratcher and her family, who Maurice treated as 
his own. Private services will be held.

Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home
www.pedersonfuneralhome.com

I want to thank all my friends, neighbors and loved ones 
for all the acts of kindness shown me since my surgery 
and the complications caused by it; for all the calls, cards, 
food, visits, etc. I especially thank Helene for caring for 
my flowers and my family for their loving care. It meant 
everything to me.

God bless you all!
Joan Wainright
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SportS

2000 Mercury Sable V6, 180K, Runs Good! PW, PL’s............................................... $2,950
2002 Chrysler PT Cruiser Looks Nice, Runs Good, MPG!...................................... $2,950
2000 Dodge Ram 1500 4x4, Ext Cab, PW PLs, 160K, Runs Good! ......................... $2,995
2001 Chevrolet Impala V6, AC, Runs Good! PW-PLs, 160K .................................. $2,995
2006 Chevrolet Aveo LS 130K, 5 speed, A/C, Runs Great, 35+ MPG .................... $2,995
2003 Dodge Grand Caravan 130K, Auto, A/C, Nice options ............................. $3,200
2004 Chevrolet Trailblazer V6, PW/PLs, A/C, Good Condition, Dark Grey  ........ $4,995
2005 Chevrolet Chevy 2WD, Reg, Cab, Long Box, V6, Good Runner ...................... $4,995
2006 Chevrolet Trailblazer 4x4, 140K, LT, Runs & Drives Good  ........................ $4,995
2007 Chevrolet Uplander V6, 160K, A/C, Clean  ................................................ $5,995
2007 Volkswagon Jetta Lease turn-in, 2.5 ltr, Auto, Nice!  .................................. $5,995
2009 Chevrolet Colorado 2WD, Auto, 107K, Work Truck .................................... $7,995
2009 Chevrolet Cobalt 117K, 5 spd, A/C, Sharp! .................................................. $7,995
2004 Chevrolet Suburban 4x4, 118K, Loaded, Nice, Local ................................ $8,995
2010 Kia Soul 70k, 5 spd, Cool! ................................................................................... $9,995
2011 Chevrolet Cruze LT1 PW, Auto, Sharp! ...................................................... $9,995
2007 Dodge Nitro R/T AWD, V6, Alloys, Sharp! ................................................. $10,500
2013 Chevrolet Cruze LS 5 spd, 40K, Factory Warranty! ................................. $12,450
2006 BMW 330 XI Leather, Loaded, Alloys, All Wheel Drive .................................. $13,995
2007 Chevrolet Suburban LTZ 4x4, Leather, 20s, Loaded Up!! ................... $13,995
2008 GMC Sierra 4x4, Crew Cab, 170K, Runs Nice. Loaded! ................................... $13,995
2009 GMC Sierra 4x4, Ext Cab, 140K, Clean Truck! ................................................. $13,995

12771 Northland Drive | Cedar Springs
1 Mile North of M-57 (14 Mile Rd)

Buy • Sell • Trade

Owned & 
Operated by 

Hours: Mon. & Wed. 9:30am - 8pm
Tu., Th. & Fri. 9:30am-6pm | Sat. 10am-2pm

visit us on the web
www.cedarcarco.com

Over 100 
vehicleS
 in STOck

Red Hawks improve to 7 and 1 
with a win over Greenville
The varsity football team wins 48-16

On Friday, October 17, the 
rain began as the national an-
them was sung and just after 
the Cedar Springs Red Hawks 
honored so many brave people 
that have been affected by can-
cer in the third annual Hawks 
against Cancer pink game.

Greenville kicked off in the 
steady  rain  to  start  the  first 
quarter, which ended with the 
Red Hawks leading 14 to 0. 
Collin Alvesteffer ran the ball 
for one touchdown and passed 
34 yards to Kaden Myers for 

Dan George inducted 
into GBC athletic hall 
of fame

Grace Bible Col-
lege announces the 
selection of Dan 
George, Associ-
ate Head Coach for 
Men’s Basketball, to 
the Grace Bible Col-
lege Athletic Hall of 
Fame. Induction cere-
monies took place on 
Saturday, October 18, 
in the Aldrich Center 
on campus. 

“I am humbled and 
extremely apprecia-
tive of this honor,” 
said Coach George. 

George, a Cedar 
Springs resident, begins his 10th season with the Tigers in 2014-
15. Coach George has a unique connection to the program as he 
was head coach at Jordan College, and recruited, signed, and 
coached the Tigers’ Head Coach Gary Bailey in 1978-82. The 
two have remained friends over the years and Bailey knew who 
to turn to for assistance, when he took over the helm of the Ti-
gers in 2005. In the nine years the two have been together at 
Grace, the Tigers have won seven regional championships and 
five national championships. 
“When Gary  took  the  head  coaching  position  at Grace  in 

2005, I was flattered that he asked me to come help him,” said 
Coach George. “I said, ‘OK, I’ll do it for a year.’ And then we 
won a regional and national championship that first year, and I 
was hooked on working with this team and being a part of the 
Grace atmosphere. I told Coach Bailey I would stay as long as 
he wanted me.” 

Charger Cross Country team 
goes to state 

 

Red Hawks celebrate in the endzone after a 
touchdown by MavRick Cotten.

Dan George was inducted into the 
Grace Bible College athletic hall of 
fame last weekend. Courtesy photo.

The stingy Red Hawk defense kept the Greenville offense at bay last Friday 
night. Photo by K. Alvesteffer.
the second score. Zach Wamser add-
ed the two-point conversion on the 
second touchdown. 
In  the  second  quarter,  the  Red 

Hawks continued to pound on the 
Yellow Jacket defense by adding 
another  touchdown to  the first half 
tally, when Red Hawk fullback 
MavRick Cotton busted through the 
middle of the Greenville defense 
and scored on an 18-yard run. The 
Red Hawks did not capitalize on the 
two-point conversion, which left the 
score at 20 to 0, going into a rainy 
and windy half time.

After an excellent performance by 
the Red Hawk Marching Band, the 
third quarter began the way the second 
quarter  ended,  with  MavRick  Cotten 
breaking through the heart of the Yel-
low Jacket defense to score a 34-yard 
touchdown. The beginning of the end 
came when the Greenville offense fum-
bled the ball at midfield and Red Hawk 
Kaden Myers recovered the ball and ran 
it 52 yards for the score! 

The Yellow Jackets continued to chal-
lenge the stingy, run-stopping and quar-
terback-sacking Red Hawk defense, 

It may have been a cold, damp Saturday morning, but it 
did not slow down the Chargers of Creative Technologies 
Academy at their Cross Country Class D State Cham-
pionship meet. Head Coach Gerry Verwey challenged 
every one of his runners to set a new lifetime personal 
record during the race, and many of them did just that. 
The boys’ team finished in an overall place of 14th out 

of 34 teams, which was quite an accomplishment. They 
were once again led by freshman Les Miner (17:10), who 
received all state honors. Not far behind was Sophomore 
Ethan Lehman, who finished with a lifetime PR of 18:31. 
Freshman  James Hofstra  (19:40)  finished  third  for  the 
Chargers, while Sophomore Logan Colter (20:24) and 
Freshman Dawson Armstrong (lifetime PR 21:28) round-
ed out the top five.
While the girls team did not have enough participants 

required  to  be  scored  in  the  team  results,  two Charger 
ladies still had great meets. Senior Olivia Wortz finished 

Tennis ends with conference 
tournament and regionals

The Cedar Springs varsity 
boy’s tennis team completed 
their season the week of Oc-
tober 5th with an OK Bronze 
conference tournament at 
Forest Hills Northern and 
a Division 3 Regional tour-
nament at Gainey Athletic 
Complex. The OK Bronze 
tournament was successful-
ly completed on Tuesday 
evening, October 7th after 
several postponements and 
delays due to the weather. 
When  all  the matches were 
complete, the Cedar Springs 
Red Hawks ended up with 

a  4th  place  finish. The Red 
Hawk players awarded at the 
end of the tournament were 
Drew French, who took a 
second  place  finish  in  #3 
singles, and Blake Fisk was 
named all conference for be-
ing #1 singles on  the Cedar 
Springs team. 

On Thursday, October 9, 
the team headed to their Re-
gional tournament at Gainey 
Athletic Complex. The Red 
Hawks boys did their best to 
stay alive in the tough sin-
gle elimination tournament. 
#2  singles  Nick  Fennessey, 

the only senior on the team, 
was the last to be eliminat-
ed in the tournament, which 
seemed  very  fitting,  since 
it would be his last tennis 
match as a Red Hawk. 
The  Red  Hawks  finished 

their season with 8 wins and 
6 losses.

Coach Katie Unsworth 
remarked, “2014 was a fan-
tastic year for our team and I 
only see us becoming stron-
ger and even more compet-
itive! We are a young  team 
and I am very excited about 
the next few years!

ChaRgeR - continues on page 11

FootBall - continues on page 11 geoRge - continues on page 11
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ArtS/entertAinment
ometownometown
HappeningsHH

hometown happenings articles are a community service for non-
profit	agencies	only.	Due	to	popular	demand	for	placement	in	this	
section, we can no longer run all articles. deadline for articles is 
Monday at 5 p.m. this is not guaranteed space. articles will run as 
space allows. guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions 
may apply. You now can email your hometown happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeek

Hunting/outdoorS

BANG

Northtown Greenville
(616) 754-6101

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. & Sat. 9-6 • Fri. 9-7

NORTHTOWN
Larry’s 
Furniture & Appliance

Delivery, Gift Certif-
cates

& Layaway

BUCKS!
More

for your

Upright Models Chest Models
*Freezers not exactly as shown

Many Different Models in Stock! 
Save $ $ $ NOW!

24-Hour 
Deer 

Drop-Off 
During 
Season

Nice Job 
Rodney!

RODNEY!!

YES, DEER

Yes, Deer?

Hey Honey,  
I got a DEER!

Get the kitchen table 

cleaned off - we are 

going to cut up the 
deer tonight.

Take the deer to
KELLY’S or LEAVE 
it in the WOODS!

www.kellysdeerprocessing.com
FREE DEER PROCESSING FOR “SPORTSMEN AGAINST HUNGER”
19077 12 Mile Road • Big Rapids, MI 49307 • (231) 796-5414

Take it to Kelly’s! 
Don’t bring it home!

Sturgeon Collison Inc. 
(Formerly Larry’s Body Shop) 616-754-6957  

915 S Clay St | Greenville
• Family Owned & Operated • 25 Years experience

• Work with All Insurance Companies • All Work is Guaranteed
*Must be a deer collision. Repair work must be done at Sturgeon Collision within 9/3/14-12/15/14. Some Restrictions Apply

www.sturgeoncollision.com

The customer who sustains the most damage due 
to a collision with a deer can WIN SOME BUCKS*

3rd Place:
$100

Visa Gift Card

2nd Place:
$150

Visa Gift Card

1st Place:
$300 

Visa Gift Card

Hit a deer? Bring it here!
Contest Runs Sept. 3rd - Dec. 15th

GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT
169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
616-887-8661

Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060

w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

Kent theatre
DIGITAL Movies at the

now Showing

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 9

ShowtimeS:  
Friday: 
6PM • 9PM 
Saturday: 
3PM • 6PM • 9PM
Sunday:  
3PM • 6PM

coming Soon:

DIGITAL Movie Tickets ONLY $3.00
oct. 31, nov. 1 & 2

actors del arte presents

Way
of theWolf

nov. 7 & 8

on Stage

nov. 14-16

Gun Show
Guns • Knives • Sporting Goods

Sunday, October 26, 2014 
9am-3pm

HOward City VFw
P.O. Box 308 / 1001 S. Ensley, Howard City

Admission - $5.00 Children 12 and under FREE
Vendors - $15.00 per table

Raffle Prize
Ruger 10/22 Carbine
Camouflage Barrel & Stock
tickets $1.00, 6 for $5.00 

Need not be present to win

Contact Bill Johnson for tables at 231-937-4122

• Buy • Sell • Trade

Kitchen will be open!

“Blithe Spirit” Opens at the Kent
Oct. 23-25: Cedar Springs Community Players presents, “Blithe 
Spirit” by Noel Coward. When socialite and novelist Charles 
Condomine decides that he needs background for a novel he’s 
writing about the occult, he decides to entertain a medium in 
order to observe her in action. Expecting to expose Madam Arcati 
as a fraud, he is profoundly shocked to discover that she does, 
indeed, have a way to speak with the dead. A surprise twist leads 
to an unexpected conclusion and will have you laughing all the 
way to the final curtain. “Blythe Spirit” is being directed by Peter 
Huschilt. All performances are the the Kent Theatre located in 
downtown Cedar Springs and begin at 7:30 pm. Tickets can be 
purchased at the Cedar Springs Library, Main Street Restaurant, 
or by calling Jon at 616-263-9363. Tickets are $10 in advance or 
$12 at the door. Student tickets under age 18 are $8. #43

Pumpkin Walk and Carving
Oct. 25: Pumpkin carving and trail walk at Howard Christensen 
Nature Center. $8 per person (includes one pumpkin). The evening 
begins at 5 pm at the Red Pine Center with pumpkin carving and 
pumpkin carving contest. Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place. After 
carving and judging, the pumpkins will be lit and laid out along 
a trail where a pumpkin lit trail walk will take place. Event lasts 
until approximately 8:30 pm. 16160 Red Pine Dr., Kent City. 616-
675-3158. #42,43p

Flu Shot Clinic
Oct. 27: Courtland Oakfield UMC is hosting a Flu Shot Clinic on 
Monday, October 27 from 4:30 pm to 6 pm. The church is located 
at 10295 Myers Lake Ave. NE. Bring your traditional Medicare, 
Medicare+Blue, Blue Care Network, Priority Heath or Aetna 
Medicare insurance card. #43

Fall Festival
Oct. 29: Fall Festival for all ages at the Solon Center Wesleyan 
Church, 15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs on Wednesday, 
October 29th from 6:30 pm to 8 pm. For families with children 5th 
grade and under. Games, prizes, snacks, boy and girl door prizes 
and candy, candy candy! The church is located just north of 19 
Mile Rd. #43

Senior Lunch at Pine Grove Community 
Church
Oct. 29: The frost is on the pumpkin, the fodder’s in the shock. 
Our cooks are in the kitchen busy fillin that ol stock pot. They’re 
choppin this and stirrin that creating a tasty bounty for all the 
Seniors in the county. So if you’re age 60 or perhaps even more, 
we invite you please, to pass through our door. The 29th of October, 
the hour is Noon, on the corner of M-82 and Beech, we hope to 
see you soon. #43

“Nightmare on Cherry Street”
Oct. 30: Calling all 4th to 6th graders! You are officially invited 

to come to our “Nightmare on Cherry Street” party at the Cedar 
Springs Library! The fun, games, and food will begin at 6:30 pm 
on Thursday, October 30 and go until 7:30 pm! Registration is 
required, so come into the library to sign up or call 616-696-1910. 
#43

Halloween Hospitality Center
Oct. 31: Warm up station at the Cedar Springs UM Church, 140 S. 
Main St., Cedar Springs on Friday, October 31 from 4:30 to 7:30 
pm. Serving hot chocolate and popcorn. Everyone is welcome to 
join us. Sponsored by CSUM Church. #43

Family Harvest Celebration
Oct. 31: Pine Ridge Bible Camp is having a Free family event 
including hayride, games, puppet show, cider, donuts and a trip 
through “Treat Town.” Please bring a bag for collecting treats. 
Costumes are welcome, but not necessary. Friday, October 31 
from 6 to 8 pm at Pine Ridge Bible Camp, 8415 – 17 Mile Rd., 
Cedar Springs. Please call 616-696-8675 with questions. #43,44p

Trick or Treat Trail Walk at HCNC
Oct. 31: The Howard Christensen Nature Center will host a Trick 
or Treat Trail Walk on Friday, October 31 from 3 to 5 pm. A $1 
donation is suggested but not required to offset costs. Bring your 
little ones all dressed up to find some goodies in the woods along 
one of our trails. Conveniently timed to allow for children to return 
to their neighborhoods for trick or treating and other Halloween 
events. Howard Christensen Nature Center is located at 16160 
Red Pine Drive, Kent City. #43,44p

“Break Every Chain” Tent Revival
Oct. 31-Nov. 2: Today is a new day! Don’t let your history interfere 
with your destiny! Let today be the day you stop being a victim 
of your circumstances and start taking action towards the life you 
want. Get ready to break free! Spirit-led tent revival. October 31 
from 5 to 8 pm, Harvest Festival. November 1 at 2 pm, Spanish 
Service with Rev. Sal Lopez, November 1 at 6 pm, Youth Praise 
and Worship with Rev. Nathaniel Bryan and November 2 at 2 pm, 
“Get Ready & Break Free” with Pastor D.N. Bryan. Solid Rock 
Worship Center, 11862 Shaner Ave., Cedar Springs, 616-696-
1900. #43

Variety Sale – Sand Lake Lions Club
Nov. 1: The Sand Lake Lions Club is hosting a Variety Sale on 
Saturday, November 1 from 9 am to 3 pm at the Sand Lake United 
Methodist Church’s Education building. Questions? Call 616-
636-5425. #43,44p

Sparta Senior Bash Ladies Expo
Nov. 1: Come join us on Saturday, November 1st from 9 am to 
3 pm for the Sparta Senior Bash Ladies Expo. Peace Lutheran 
Church, 1225 – 12 Mile Rd. NW, Sparta. #43

MCC Presents “Music of the Seas”
Nov. 2: Montcalm Community College’s Alumni & Friends Choir 
and Philharmonic Orchestra present their fall concert, “Music 
of the Seas,” on November 2nd at 3 pm in the gymnasium in the 
Activities Building on the college’s Sidney campus. Admission is 
free. #43

CS Music Boosters Wreath Fundraiser
Nov. 3: The Cedar Springs Music Boosters Wreath Fundraiser. 
Get a 24 inch Wreath decorated with pinecones, red holly berries 
and a red velvet bow for  only $20.00. All orders must be received 
with payment (checks made payable to CSMB) by November 
3rd. To order, please contact Angela Swinehart swinehart1031@
msn.com or 253-985-7135. All proceeds will go towards the Band 
Students’ Florida Trip and to build student accounts. #43

The haircut
A young man had just gotten his driving permit.  He 

asked his father, who was a minister, if they could dis-
cuss his use of the car.

His father said to him, “I’ll make a deal with you.  You 
bring your grades up, study your bible a little, and get 
your hair cut, then we will talk about it.”

A month later the young man came back and again 
asked his father if they could discuss his use of the car.

His father said, “Son, I’m real proud of you. You have 
brought your grades up, you’ve studied your bible dili-
gently, but you didn’t get a hair cut!”

The young man waited a moment and replied, “You 
know dad, I’ve been thinking about that.  You know 
Samson had long hair, Moses had long hair, Noah had 
long hair, and even Jesus had long hair.”

His father replied, “Yes son, and they walked every-
where they went!”

John Ball Zoo 
goes Boo

Cedar Springs’ very own Miss 
Great Lakes State teen 2014, Han-
nah Ringler, 18, is volunteering as 
a singing mermaid at the John Ball 
Zoo goes Boo event this weekend, 
October 25 and 26. 

Hannah has been giving her 
time to this event for the past three 
years. “Seeing the kids smile as I 
serenade them makes it all worth 
it,” she said.

Hannah, a wonderful vocal-
ist, can be found in the zoo aquarium from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., 
where she will be enchanting children of all ages with songs 
of the sea. “I love to perform the songs that are familiar to 
children and asking them to help me by singing along. It’s a 
great time.” 

Hannah has been mentoring children for a number of years 
and this event is a perfect example of giving something special 
to kids. Hannah is looking for sponsors so that she can attend 
the National Miss American Coed pageant in November, in 
Florida. She hopes to promote her platform “Mentor a Child 
Today, Improve the World of Tomorrow,” as well as foster care 
and open adoption awareness. Hannah is a happy product of 
an open adoption and a spokesperson for this cause.  

Hannah hopes to take a piece of Cedar Springs with her to 
Florida and represent the great state of Michigan. If you are 
interested in supporting this young woman, please email han-
nahringler.dreamer@gmail.com. 

Read to Ride 

Left to right: Deb Elliott, Cedar Springs 
Librarian Donna Clark, and Lolita John-
son with her Read-to-Ride ticket. Ride - cont. on page 11

See Hannah Ringler as a 
singing mermaid at John 
Ball Zoo this weekend.

The Red-Read-
ing Challenge—the 
Read-to-Ride Pro-
gram, got off to a 
great start with the 
beginning of the 
new school year 
and climaxed with 
carnival rides on 
Red Flannel Day. 
131 students, K-8th 
grades, turned in 
their Red Reading 
Logs, down about 
half from last year 
due to the chilly, wet 
weather.

Grand Rapids angler 
catches state-record 
quillback carpsucker  

A Grand Rapids fisherman fishing in Newaygo brought 
home the fifth state-record fish this year.
The Department of Natural Resources confirmed the new 

state record last month for quillback carpsucker. The state 
record for quillback carpsucker was beat by a fish caught 
by Benjamin Frey of Grand Rapids, Michigan, on Hardy 
Dam Pond in Newaygo County Friday, Aug. 29, at 1:45 
a.m. Frey was bow fishing. The fish weighed 8.25 pounds 
and  measured  22.62  inches.  The  record  was  verified  by 
Rich O’Neal, a DNR fisheries biologist in Muskegon.  
The  previous  state-record  quillback  carpsucker  was 

caught by Randy Bonter, Jr., of Grant, also on Hardy Dam 
Pond  June 17,  2012. That fish weighed 8.12 pounds  and 
measured 23 inches.
State  records  are  recognized  by weight  only. To  quali-

fy  for  a  state  record,  fish 
must exceed the current 
listed state-record weight 
and  identification  must  be 
verified by a DNR fisheries 
biologist.  

“2014 is shaping up to be 
quite a year for state-record 
catches,  as  this  fish  is  the 
fifth one we’ve confirmed,” 
said DNR Fisheries Division 
Chief Jim Dexter. “These re-
cords continue to show just 
how phenomenal Michi-
gan’s fishing  is,  and  there’s 
still plenty of time left in 
the season for other anglers 
to catch their own potential 
state record.”  

For more information on 
fishing in Michigan, includ-
ing other state-record catch-
es, visit www.michigan.gov/
fishing. 

Benjamin Frey and his state record quillback carpsucker.

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger steve Mueller

Passenger Pigeon Extinction
It has been 100 years since 

the last Passenger Pigeon 
on Earth died and joined the 
dinosaurs in extinction. It 
was on September 1, 1914, 
that the last remaining in-
dividual of its kind died, 
in  the  Cincinnati  Zoo.  We 
mourn the death of the last 
individual. Society experi-
enced greater sorrow with 
loss of an entire species on 
that day. Gone were its con-
tributions toward sustaining 
biodiversity in ecosystems.

The pigeon was the most 
abundant bird species, with 
a population that might have 
exceeded the number of all 
ducks combined. Its feeding 
activities likely controlled 
diseases like Lyme disease. 
Pigeon populations in the 
millions moved through 
the eastern deciduous forest 
feeding on acorns, Amer-
ican chestnuts, seeds and 
nuts. More than a billion 
total pigeons thrived. Their 
abundance removed food 
that would have supported 
deer and mice. This limit-
ed excessive deer and mice 
reproduction and resulted 
in fewer fleas. That reduced 
the spread of Lyme disease. 
Nature niche connections 
are often not obvious. 

No Passenger Pigeons 
were left to pass on their 
genetic legacy into the com-
ing millennia. An important 

thread in the fabric of life 
was stripped from ecosys-
tems. It may seem the death 
of a species 100 years ago 
has no or little impact on 
people in the present. The 
increase in Lyme disease is 
just one impact that might 
have caused disability or 
even death for some peo-
ple. Making absolute con-
nections is not likely. Other 
connections relate to forest 
reproduction, abundance 
and composition of tree 
species. Pigeon feeding ac-
tivity directed forest devel-
oped and numbers of other 
plants. In turn, it impacted 
the abundance and compo-
sition of animal populations 
present today. 
Current  scientific  evi-

dence suggests human ac-
tivities are pushing many 
species toward extinction. 
The monarch butterfly pop-
ulation has declined due to 
land use practices. It num-
bered in the billions but last 
year’s winter population 
was only about 37 mil-
lion. The Passenger Pigeon 
dropped below a thresh-
old for survival and disap-
peared. There is concern the 
same might occur with the 

migratory monarch popu-
lation. Several things limit 
monarch survival but one 
is human use of genetical-
ly  modified  crops  that  can 
tolerate herbicides so we 
can support an ever-grow-
ing human population. 
Crops growers increase 
the amount of chemicals 
on crops to eliminate wild 
plants like milkweed that 
are in or near croplands. 
With only a few milkweeds, 
monarchs  cannot  find  food 
plants to lay their eggs as 
they migrate from Texas to 
Michigan. 

All species strive to in-
crease their kind but lim-
iting factors keep them 
from continuous population 
growth. That is the case 
with the introduced exotic 
emerald ash borer that has 
largely eliminated ash trees 
in the landscape. In regions 
where they kill ashes, the 
beetles run out of food and 
their populations’ crash. It 
is a boom and bust popu-
lation. People have found 
ways to delay human star-
vation for some regions. 
We have  not  responded  by 

Pigeon - continues on page 11



FAMILY FEATURES 

Haunted with the thought of a ho-hum Halloween? Never
fear — trick-or-treaters will want more than just candy
once they see your party table. Throw a fabulous

Halloween party fit for little goblins or grown-up monsters with
some devilishly good sweets.
Try these easy party ideas from Wilton to make your Halloween
spook-tacular:
n Add some “pop” to popcorn: Trick out ordinary popcorn into

a sweet-and-salty party pleaser. Drizzle on Candy Melts® candy
for festive flavors, and then capture the Halloween spirit by
adding fun sprinkle mixes.

n Masquerade cookies: Who says you can’t play with your food?
Create edible masks with decorated shaped cookies and attach
them to cookie sticks with melted Candy Melts candy. Set up a
photo station at your party, so guests can take pictures with their
cookie mask creations before eating them.

n Jack-o’-lantern cakes: It wouldn’t be Halloween without
carved pumpkins. Make yours edible by baking a delicious
pumpkin spice pound cake shaped like a pumpkin. Increase the
fun by adding silly icing facial features. 

n Midnight potions: Spice up the night with candy corn drinks
served in containers guests can devour, making cleanup easy and
delicious. Or, toast the night with the Witch’s Brew Mocktail.

For more Halloween ideas and inspiration, visit wilton.com.

Masquerade Cookies
Servings: 2 dozen cookies

2 3/4 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
1 teaspoon salt
1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted butter, softened

1 1/2 cups granulated sugar
1 egg

1 1/2 teaspoons Imitation Clear Vanilla Extract
1/2 teaspoon Imitation Almond Extract

Royal icing
Orange, Black, Green, Lemon Yellow, Brown and 

Violet Icing Colors, as desired
Orange, Yellow, Orange, Lavender and Black Colored 

Sugars, as desired
Halloween Jimmies, Nonpareils and Icing Decorations, 

as desired
Candy Melts candy
Cookie sticks

Preheat oven to 350°F. 
In large bowl, mix flour, baking powder and salt. In second

large bowl, beat butter and sugar with electric mixer until light 
and fluffy. Beat in egg and extracts. Add flour mixture to butter
mixture 1 cup at a time, mixing after each addition. Do not chill
dough. Divide dough into 2 balls. 

On floured surface, roll each ball into a circle approximately 
12 inches in diameter by 1/8 inch thick. Dip eye and glasses
cookie cutters in flour before each use. Arrange cookies on
ungreased cookie sheet. 

Bake 8–11 minutes or until cookies are lightly browned. Cool
completely on cooling grid. Decorate as desired using tinted royal
icing, colored sugars and Halloween icing decorations. Use melted
candy to attach sticks to backs of cookies; chill until set. 

Pumpkin Spice Popcorn
Servings: 6 cups

6 cups popped kettle corn 
2 cups mini pretzel twists
1 package (10 ounces) Pumpkin Spice Candy Melts 

candy
1 bottle (2.5 ounces) Pumpkin Mix Sprinkles

Spread popcorn and pretzels on parchment paper-lined 
cookie sheet. 

In disposable decorating bag, melt candy in microwave 
at 50 percent power for 1 minute; remove bag and knead.
Continue melting candy for 30-second intervals at 50 percent
power until completely melted. Snip off end of bag and
drizzle melted candy over popcorn mixture; immediately 
add sprinkles. Let stand until candy has hardened, about 20
minutes. Break into pieces to serve.

Caramel Apple Popcorn
Servings: 6 cups

6 cups popped popcorn, buttered and salted
3/4 cup roasted salted peanuts

1 package (10 ounces) Caramel Apple Candy Melts 
candy 

1 bottle (2.5 ounces) Spider Mix Sprinkles
Spread popcorn and peanuts on parchment paper-lined 
cookie sheet. 

In disposable decorating bag, melt candy in microwave 
at 50 percent power for 1 minute; remove bag and knead.
Continue melting candy for 30-second intervals at 50 percent
power until completely melted. Snip off end of bag and
drizzle melted candy over popcorn. Immediately top with
sprinkles. Let stand until candy has hardened, about 20 min -
utes. Break into pieces to serve.

Pumpkin Pound Cake 
Servings: 16

3 cups all-purpose flour
1 teaspoon baking powder

1 1/2 teaspoons ground cinnamon
1/2 teaspoon salt
1/4 teaspoon ground nutmeg

1 cup (2 sticks) butter, softened
2 cups granulated sugar
4 eggs
1 teaspoon pure vanilla extract

1 1/4 cups canned 100 percent pumpkin (not pie filling)
Preheat oven to 325°F. Prepare Dimensions Large Pumpkin
Pan lightly with vegetable pan spray with flour. Place on
baking sheet. 

In medium bowl, combine flour, baking powder, cinnamon,
salt and nutmeg. In large bowl, beat butter and sugar with
electric mixer until light and fluffy. Add eggs, one at a time,
mixing well after each addition; beat in vanilla. Add flour
mixture alternately with pumpkin; mix well. Pour batter into
prepared pan. 

Bake 70–80 minutes or until toothpick inserted in center
comes out clean. Cool 15 minutes in pan. Turn onto cooling
rack. Cool completely before serving. 

Witch’s Brew Mocktail
Servings: 6

3 cups ginger ale, chilled
1 1/2 cups pineapple juice, 

chilled
1/3 cup sweetened lime 

juice, chilled
Green gel food color or 

green icing color 
(optional)

Black Colored Sugar 
Gummy Eyeball 

Skewers
In large pitcher, combine ginger
ale, pineapple juice, sweetened
lime juice and, if using, gel food
color.

To prepare glasses, dip rims 
of martini glasses in water, then
in black sugar. Fill with drink
mixture; add eyeball skewers. 

Candy Corn Drinks
Servings: 8

1 cup (half of 12-ounce package) Bright 
White Candy Melts Candy, melted 
according to package directions

1 cup (half of 12-ounce package) 
Orange Candy Melts Candy, melted 
according to package directions

1 package (12 ounces) Yellow Candy 
Melts Candy, melted according to 
package directions

Orange flavored fruit drink, orange, 
peach or mango juice or other 
favorite drink

Fill disposable decorating bag with melted
bright white candy. Divide evenly among
cavities of 8-cavity silicone shot glass mold,
taking care to not get any candy on sides of
mold. Repeat process with orange and yellow
candy. Refrigerate until candy is set, about 30
minutes. Carefully remove candy glasses from
mold and set aside. Fill with orange drink.

Masquerade Cookies, Caramel Apple Popcorn, Pumpkin Spice Popcorn and Pumpkin Pound Cake 

Witch’s Brew Mocktail and Candy Corn Drinks
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Candy, hot dogs &
baked beans while they last.

Courtland-Oakfield UMC
10295 Myers Lake NE, Rockford, MI

Saturday
October 25

5:30-7:00 PM

Saturday, October 26 • 9am-2pm

Lunch Available

MAMRELUND LUTHERAN CHURCH
COMMUNITY CENTER

4085 Lutheran Church Road • Kent City
Church Office: (616) 887-8873

Crafts On the ‘RidgeCrafts On the ‘Ridge
Many Vendors with Handmade or Homemade Items

Barrier Free Facility
Lots of Parking

$1.00 Admission
Children under 12 FREE

Email: mamrelundlc@gmail.com

25

Halloween Happenings
Check out some of the fun, fall activities going on in our area for 
Halloween!

MCC HAUNTED INDOOR FOREST
Oct. 24, 25: Montcalm Community College Art Club hosts a 
Haunted Indoor Forest from 6-8 p.m. on Friday, October 24 and 
Saturday, October 25 from 6 to 8 p.m. in the Instruction North 
Building, on the college’s Sidney campus. A $2 donation is 
suggested.
HARvEST BRAINS AT SAND LAkE/NELSON LIBRARy
Oct. 25: Program for teens, at 1:30 p.m., Saturday, October 25. 
Save your brains! Build a survival bag, practice your aim, and 
learn what it takes to stay alive during a zombie apocalypse. The 
library is located at 88 Eighth St., Sand Lake.
HARvEST PARTy
Oct. 25: Cedar Creek Community Church, at 2969 14 Mile RD 
NE Sparta, will host a harvest party on Saturday, October 25, from 
5-8 p.m. There will be hayrides (using straw due to allergies), 
pumpkin painting, dunking for apples, cake walk, games, face 
painting, soup, hot dogs, popcorn, and lots of fun! All are welcome. 
Call 866-9829 for more info.
PUMPkIN CARvING AND LIT TRAILS WALk
Oct. 25: Pumpkin/Carving and Pumpkin lit trail hike from 5-8:30 
p.m. at Howard Christensen Nature Center, 16290 Red Pine Dr., 
Kent City, on Saturday, October 25. Suggested donation is $8 per 
person or $30 for family of four or more, including pumpkin to 
take home. (No one turned away for inability to pay. This donation 
helps keep HCNC operating.) Pumpkin carving from 5 to 6:30 
p.m. and pumpkin lit walk through our spooky Enchanted Forest 
from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. (Friendly enough for your toddlers. Non 

scary animals will be on display in the forest, weather permitting 
for the mock-animals). Includes pumpkin to take home or leave 
at the center for the wild animals to munch on. Dress up as your 
favorite nature character. Open to all ages. 
TRUNk ‘R TREAT AT COURTLAND-OAkFIELD UMC 
Oct. 25: It’s our fourth annual Trunk ‘r Treat for kids of all ages. 
Saturday, October 25, 5:30-7:00 p.m. at Courtland-Oakfield United 
Methodist Church, 10295 Myers Lake NE. Candy outdoors; hot 
dogs & baked beans indoors. 
TRUNk OR TREAT AT EAST NELSON UMC
Oct. 25: Bring your kids and come “Trunk or Treat” at East Nelson 
UM Church, 9024 18 Mile Rd., Cedar Springs on Saturday, 
October 25 from 5-7 p.m. Warm up with hot chocolate and sloppy 
joes. Games and fun for all.
FALL FESTIvAL  
Oct. 29: Fall Festival for all ages at the Solon Center Wesleyan 
Church,  15671  Algoma  Ave.,  Cedar  Springs  on  Wednesday, 
October 29, from 6:30- 8 p.m. For families with children 5th grade 
and under. Games, prizes, snacks, boy and girl door prizes and 
candy, candy, candy! The church is located on Algoma, just north 
of 19 Mile Road.  
NIGHTMARE ON CHERRy STREET
Oct. 30: Calling all 4th to 6th graders!  You are officially invited 
to come to our “Nightmare on Cherry Street” party at the Cedar 
Springs Library! The fun, games, and food will begin at 6:30 
p.m. on Thursday, October 30 and go until 7:30. Registration is 
required, so come into the library to sign up or call 616-696-1910
TRICk OR TREAT TRAIL WALk
Oct. 31: From 3-5 p.m. on Halloween, bring your kiddos by 
Howard Christensen Nature Center, 16290 Red Pine Dr., Kent 
City, to take a short walk down one of our trails to collect some 
candy, so we don’t get tricked!
CEDAR SPRINGS SPOOkTACULAR
Oct. 31:  The Cedar Springs Area Chamber of Commerce, 

businesses and churches in 
Cedar Springs are sponsoring 
the annual Main Street 
Halloween Spooktacular on 
Friday, October 31. Some of 
the free events include: spooky 
storytelling and crafts at the 
Cedar Springs Public Library, 
4:30 p.m.; a haunted school 
house at the Cedar Springs 
Historical Museum in Morley 
Park 5-7 p.m.; a Kids Carnival, 
hosted by Calvary Assembly of 
God 5-7 p.m.; Trick-or-Treating 
at local businesses between 
5-7pm; and Trunk or Treat at 
The Springs Church from 6 to 
8 p.m. (see more details below).
kIDS CARNIvAL
Oct. 31: Calvary Assembly of 
God will be presenting a free 
carnival during the Chamber 
of Commerce’s Spooktacular 
event from 5-7pm on Friday, 

Here are just some of the FREE events you can expect to happen:
•	 Spooky	Storytelling	and	crafts	at	the	Cedar	Springs	Public	Library,	4:30pm
•	 Trick-or-treating	at	participating	downtown	businesses,	5pm-7pm
•	 Carnival	by	Calvary	Assembly	of	God,	5pm-7pm
•	 “Haunted	Schoolhouse”	at	the	Cedar	Springs	Public	Museum,	5pm-7pm
•	 Trunk-or-Treat	at	The	Springs	Church,	6-8pm

Sponsored By...
Alpha Omega Coffee & Games 
Open Mind 
Curves Cedar Springs 

FridAy,	OCTOber	31ST,	2014	-	4:30PM	TO	8PM

Independent Bank 
B&H Sporting Goods/H&R Block 
Perry’s Place llc for herbs, teas, and more....

Shop local!  Collect your receipts from the Cedar Springs businesses that you’ve made purchases 
at from today through the 30th for a chance to win a Kent Theatre Family Four Pack! Make sure to drop 
off your receipts at Alpha Omega Coffee & Games or Perry’s Place llc for herbs, teas, and more. by the 
30th to be entered into the drawing. The more you shop, the better your chances of winning!

Looking for a safe place to go on Halloween Night?
Then come to Spook-tacular in Cedar Springs!

The Cedar Springs Area Chamber of Commerce has paired up with local businesses 
and organizations together to provide a fun and safe night for your kids.

Fresh Market
By Vicky Babcock

The Pumpkin—a 
Halloween tradition

Google “pumpkin” and you 
will find everything from riots 
in (Keene) New Hampshire 
to Ichabod Crane’s un-
fortunate encoun-
ter with the head-
less horseman, to 
pumpkin scones. 
We  have  pumpkin 
festivals, pumpkin 
carving contests, smash-
ing pumpkins, pumpkin tossing, pumpkin baking and big-
gest pumpkin contests.  

A true Native American, the pumpkin has been embraced 
by our cultures as both an important food source for peo-
ple and livestock, and an excellent medium for carving. 
Something about these colorful canvasses really stirs the 
creative juices in artists of all ages! Throw in a candle and 
you have a lovely Jack-o-lantern. With its growing season 
complete from early to mid October, is it any wonder that 
this vibrantly colored fruit has become synonymous with 
Halloween? Yet pumpkins have a relatively short history 
with the holiday known as Halloween, which is believed 
to have evolved from the ancient festival of Samhain. It 
has its origins in European culture. Samhain was the Celtic 
harvest festival, a time to stock up supplies for the winter. 
The ancient Gaels believed the final day in October to be a 
time when the two worlds (the living and the dead) over-
lapped allowing the dead to return to Earth and cause havoc 
among the living. Offerings from the harvest were left out-
side their doors to appease the spirits in an effort to prevent 
them from bringing sickness and blight to the crops. Door 
to door begging, or “souling,” (a precursor to our modern 
day trick-or-treat) came much later and was associated with 
All Souls Day.

Our native pumpkin entered into the holiday when Irish 
immigrants brought the tradition of the Jack-o-lantern—
originally a carved turnip or gourd—to the U.S. during the 
1700s. Turnips had their drawbacks; they were relatively 
small and dense, with no pre-formed cavity in which to 
place a lit coal. With its broad base and large capacity, the 
pumpkin  quickly  became  the  preferred  medium  for  the 
practice. Today, a large percentage of fresh bought pump-
kins lends itself to this Halloween tradition, decorating our 
porches and giving young artists a chance to stretch their 
creative wings. Once used as a welcoming light for the spir-
its of our loved ones and to ward off any malevolent spirits, 
the Jack-o-Lantern has become a Halloween fantasy, a joy-
ful pastime and a profitable market for farmers of the crop. 
Unfortunately, few of us these days consume pumpkin that 

halloween - continues on page 11

PuMPkin - continues on page 11
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Auto Life

Car Rentals • Van Rentals • Full Repair Facility

ONLY 58K 
MILES, V-6, 
PWR SEAT, 
ALLOY WHEELS, 
SHARP 
1-OWNER!

2011 FORD EDGE SEL

$17995

$19995

46K MILES, 
3RD ROW, 
QUAD-SEATING, 
REAR AIR, HTD 
SEATS, NICE!  

2012 GMC ACADIA SLE-2

Hours: Mon & Wed 9a.m.-7p.m. • Tues, Thurs, Fri 9a.m.-6p.m. • Saturdays 9a.m.-2p.m.

121 W Washington St. Greenville, MI 48838
Corner of M-57 & M-91 DoWntoWn GreenvIlle

616-754-7195
1-800-557-7171

ONLY 39K 
MILES, HTD 
LEATHER, 
PWR MOON, 
BOSTON 
SOUND

2010 CHEVY CAMARO LT2

$19995

$16995

4X4, 5.3L V-8, 
3RD ROW 
SEAT, 91K, 
REAR AIR, 
LOADED, 
TOW PKG

2007 CHEVY TAHOE LT
4X4, ONLY 37K 
MILES, 3.8 L 
V-6, AUTO, 
AIR, CRUISE, 
1-OWNER!

2011 BUICK REGAL CXL
45K MILES, 
PWR MOON, 
HTD LEATHER, 
FULLY LOADED, 
1-OWNER

$14995

STOW-N-GO, 
PWR SLIDERS, 
REAR AIR, 
PWR LIFTGATE, 
PWR SEAT

2013 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN 

raywinnieautosales.comraywinnieautosales.com

$25995

4X4, 5.4L V-8, 
ONLY 46K 
MILES, PWR 
SEAT, TOW 
PKG, SHARP 
TRUCK!   

2010 FORD F150 SUPERCREW 

76K MILES, 
PWR MOON, 
REMOTE 
START, PWR 
SEAT, NICE 
1-OWNER

2011 CHEVY EQUINOX LT

$14995 $15995

2010 JEEP WRANGLER SPORT

$17995

[ W A I T  T O  T E X T ]
Drivers are 23 times more 

likely to be involved in a car 
accident while texting. 

- Virginia Tech Transportation Institute

AGENCY NAME
Town Name   •   555-555-5555 

12666 (7-13)

Gebhardt Insurance
Cedar Springs • 616-696-9440

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

October 31. The carnival will be at the corner of Ash and Main 
Street, next to DJ Nails, and will have lots of family-friendy 
games, with prizes and candy. 
HAUNTED SCHOOL HOUSE
Oct. 31: The Haunted School House is back this year at the Ce-
dar Springs Historical Museum in Morley Park from 5-7 p.m. 
again. Nolan Patin has worked up another fun spooky event for 
the museum. We do adapt our spookiness when young children 
are coming through and will be handing out treats.
TRUNk OR TREAT AT THE SPRINGS
Oct. 31: Creative costumes—check. Oodles of goodies—check. 
Lots of giggles and loads of fun—doublecheck! You’ll experience 
it all at The Springs Church at Trunk or Treat on Halloween night 
from 6 to 8 p.m. There will be lots of candy for the taking, carnival 
games, a giant slide, and refreshments. It will be fun for the whole 
family, and a safe, well-lit environment for kids. The church is 
located at 135 N. Grant St., in Cedar Springs.
TRAFFIC SqUAD/FIRE DEPARTMENT
Oct. 31: There will be cider, donuts and candy at the Cedar Springs 
Fire Department on Maple Street from 5 to 7 p.m. or while sup-
plies last. 
HALLOWEEN HOSPITALITy CENTER
Oct. 31: Warm up station at the Cedar Springs United Methodist 
Church, 140 S. Main Street, Cedar Springs, on Friday, October 
31, from 4:30 to 7:30 p.m. Serving hot chocolate and popcorn, 
everyone is welcome to join us. 
HALLOWEEN PARTy – COURTLAND FIRE
Oct 31:  Stop by the Halloween party at the Courtland Fire sta-
tion #2, 9535 Myers Lake road from 5-9 p.m. Games, snacks can-
dy, cider, coffee,  car trunks with treats welcome. Sponsored by 
women auxiliary, and many stores in the area.
FAMILy HARvEST CELEBRATION
Oct. 31: Pine Ridge Bible Camp invites you to its annual Family 
Harvest Celebration on Friday, October 31, from 6 to 8 p.m. This 
free event includes hayride, games, puppet show, cider, donuts 
and trip through Treat Town. Please bring a bag for collecting 
treats. It is a fun night for the whole family. Costumes welcome 
but not necessary. Please no witches, ghosts, monsters, etc. Pine 
Ridge is located just 5 miles east of town at 8415 17 Mile Rd. Call 
616-696-8675 for more information.
TRUNk OR TREAT AT CROSSFIRE CHURCH
Oct. 31: Trunk or Treat at Crossfire Church, 4780 Cornfield Drive, 
Cedar Springs, from 6-8 p.m. There will be games and prizes, can-
dy for the kids, hot dogs and chips available.
GHOSTBUSTERS AT THE kENT THEATRE
Oct. 31, Nov. 1, Nov.2: Don’t let the Halloween weekend go by 
without spending some time at the Kent Theatre. A special show-
ing of Ghostbusters will be on the big screen October 31, Novem-
ber 1 and 2, in celebration of Ghostbusters 30th Anniversary. Now 
in digital format, watch your favorite ghost busting team in action! 
Showing Halloween night at 6 and 9 p.m., Saturday at 3, 6 and 9 
p.m. and Sunday at 3 and 6 pm. Tickets are only $3.00. 
SAND LAkE FIRE DEPARTMENT
Oct. 31: The Sand Lake Fireman’s Association will host their an-
nual Halloween festivities at the fire station at 2 Maple Street in 
Sand Lake from 6-8 p.m. There will be games, a bounce house, 
prize drawings, goody bags, cider, donuts, and coffee. There will 
also be a costume contest. Judging is at 7:15, must be present to 
win the contest. Call 636-8854 for more info.
TRICk OR TREAT AT MEADOWLARk
Oct. 31: Meadowlark Retirement Village in Sparta loves having 
trick or treaters. Their doors will be open from 6-8 p.m. on Friday, 
October 31. The residents can’t wait to see all the kids dressed up! 
Meadowlark is located at 65 Ida Red Ave, Sparta. Call 887-8891 
ext. 102 for more info.

Pumpkin
...continued from page 8
does not come out of a can.
Unfortunate, because pumpkin, one of the winter squash-

es, is an excellent source of dietary nutrition. Pumpkins are 
rich in beta-carotene, an important antioxidant, which the 
body uses to convert to vitamin A. Foods rich in beta-car-
otene have been linked to lower risk of certain cancers and 
offer protection against heart disease as well as an aid in 
the degenerative aspects of aging. Pumpkin is high in po-
tassium  and  dietary  fiber  as well,  necessary  nutrients  for 
the heart and digestive tract respectively. A cup of cooked 
pumpkin contains about 49 calories, a dieter’s dream!

So, as you carve your pumpkins this year, consider using 
the cut outs (minus the rind) in soups, stews or rice dishes. 
Or try some pumpkin chili. Any way you slice it, it comes 
out deliciously nutritious.

Like pumpkins—and despite its ancestry—Halloween is 
a true American treat. With the mix of cultures that make 
up today’s Halloween, what greater place to celebrate than 
the Great Melting Pot of the world? Have a safe and happy 
Halloween. And happy “souling.”

PUMPkIN CHILI
1 ½ pounds lean ground beef
1 medium onion, chopped
2 cloves garlic, diced
2 large carrots, washed and diced (ends removed)
2 cups fresh pumpkin, peeled and diced
1 jar salsa—medium heat
1 15-oz can diced tomatoes
2 cans black beans, rinsed and drained
Chili powder (to taste)
In a large skillet, brown beef. Drain most of the oils and 

remove beef to a Dutch oven. In saucepan in remaining oil, 
cook and stir onion, garlic, carrots and pumpkin for about 
two minutes, until onion is tender. Drain the rest of the oil 
and add to the beef. Add remaining ingredients except for 
the chili powder. Cook and stir until boiling. Reduce heat 
and add chili powder to taste. This will gain some heat as 
it cooks, so start lightly. Cook over med to low heat about 
30  minutes  or  until  pumpkin  is  tender  and  flavors  have 
mixed. Add additional chili powder about 15 minutes into 
the cooking process if you wish.

Serve with grated cheese, crushed corn chips (I like Fri-
to’s™ Chili Cheese) and sour cream if desired. Other ad-
ditions include chopped fresh onions or chopped bell pep-
pers. This is even better the next day.

Fresh Market is brought to you by Solon Market located 
at 15185 Algoma Avenue.  For more information call 616-
696-1718.  Like us on facebook for updates.

Elliott’s Amusements has been Cedar Springs’ valued read-
ing partner for 9 years now.  The Festival pitched the idea to 
Deb Elliott and the Cedar Springs Library in 2006 and it has 
been going strong ever since. In fact, it has been such a suc-
cess, that this year we are having to rethink how we can reward 
our Red Readers in a way that Elliott’s Amusements benefits 
as much as our community readers do. 

Next year we have agreed to print 150 free ride tickets to 
be given out to the first 150 students who request one at cash 
in. There will also be a second choice of a snow cone or bag 
of popcorn for another 200 students who prefer a concession. 
The Reading Challenge will continue to be 6 hours.

All reading logs would be traded in at the Cedar Springs Li-
brary on or before September 30 or until the 350 tickets were 
claimed.

Ride
...continued from page 6

working to keep our population at or below the environ-
ment’s carrying capacity that would sustain our population 
for the centuries. Instead we are moving toward a boom 
number that will bust and crash. A continuous growing pop-
ulation will result in massive human death at some point. 
Human behavior today is not maintaining sustainable con-
ditions to support future generations. Instead we focus on 
immediate personal interests and desires with boom and 
bust lifestyles.

Extinctions caused by human misuse of the Earth’s natu-
ral resources threaten other life forms but also threatens our 
own species long-term survival. Our population can sus-
tain itself for millennia if we live within Earth’s carrying 
capacity. If not, we create a boom and bust that will cause 
massive deaths. Our behavior in the present is critically im-
portant for future human generations. 

Many people choose to ignore evidence supporting the 
human influence on climate change or our impacts on spe-
cies survival. Society’s behavior acted toward the Passen-
ger Pigeon like society behaves toward climate change and 
species extinction threats. If we were interested in creation 
care and our offspring 20 generations hence, we would 
strive  for  sustainable  lifestyles  that  do  not  squeeze  other 
species off the planet. It depends on personal choices we 
make at home. 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at the odybrook@charter-
mi.net Ody Brook, 13010 Northland Dr, Cedar Springs, MI 
49319-8433. 616-696-1753.

Pigeon
...continued from page 7Simple Tips to Be More 

Efficient  in Your Garage
Named your car? Then treat it 
like a good friend with these tips

Visit http://bit.ly/GarageHacks for inspiration and 
use the hashtag #GarageHacks to share your 
own creative tips.

PHOTO SOURCE: (c) JR Motorsports

(StatePoint) Most everyone has a couple 
of tricks up their sleeve that make chores 
and tasks simpler. You likely have a few of 
your own -- and once you develop a superi-
or method of ticking off a to-do list item, it 
can be difficult to remember what your life 
was like before.

Here are a few such “lifehacks” straight 
from automotive experts, that you may not 
have thought of yourself, that can make 
your time in your garage more efficient and 
effective.
• Better organization: A well-maintained 

garage is a more pleasant place to work and 
can boost your efficiency. If your shovels, 
spades and other yard tools are stacked in 
a precarious pile, it’s time to create a better 
system.

Freelance automotive writer and pho-
tographer Maxwell Matthewson suggests 
screwing a ripped sheet of plywood to the 
studs of your shop or garage to hold yard 
and auto tools vertically and out of the way.
• Spark plugs in a snap: It can be tricky 

to remove spark plugs from hard to reach 
or extreme heat locations. The experts at JR 
Motorsports suggest attaching a vacuum to a 
length  of  rubber  hose. With  the  proper  size 
hose, this same method also works for nuts 
and bolts.
• Play favorites: Working on your vehicle? 

Don’t dig to find your favorite tools, says Tom 
Gerrald of Tripp Gerrald Motorsports. Save 
time when looking for the right wrench by 
using tape to color code the tools you reach 
for first.
• Stay in place: The professionals at JR Mo-

torsports mark their nuts and bolts with a paint 
pen to ensure they haven’t moved or become 
loose.
• Share: Have your own DIY tips for the ga-

rage? Don’t keep them to yourself. Valvoline, 
the producer of automotive products, is spot-
lighting the creative “hacks” DIYers around 
the country are using to make life easier in the 
garage.

Submit your best ideas, tips and tricks that 
demonstrate how to improvise and boost ef-
ficiency, using the #GarageHacks hashtag at 

www.Facebook.com/Valvo-
line, www.Twitter.com/Valvo-
line and www.Instagram.com/
Valvoline.

Check out the full album of 
Garage Hacks at http://bit.ly/
GarageHacks for inspiration.

Is your time in the garage 
well-spent?  With  the  right 
tricks, you can innovate the 
way you restore your ride, 
make home upgrades and 
maintain your yard.

(BPT) - When cousins Bo 
and Luke Duke from the 
television series The Dukes 
of Hazzard named their car 
“The General Lee,” they 
had the famous Gener-
al Robert E. Lee in mind. 
Why?  The  show  was  set 
in the South, so perhaps it 
was to capture the Southern 
vibe of the Duke lifestyle. 
Maybe it symbolized rebel-
lion against authority. Who 
knows? There are as many 
reasons for naming a car as 
there are drivers, and the 
Dukes were in good compa-
ny when they named theirs.
Thirty-five  (35)  percent 

of Americans have named 
their car in the past, prov-
ing that our cars can have a 
deeper emotional hold on us 
than just a way to get from 
point A to point B, accord-
ing to Hankook Tire’s quar-
terly Spring Gauge Index.
Gender  influences  choic-

es. The Gauge showed that 

women are more likely to 
consider the car they drive 
a female, and men are more 
likely to consider their car 
male. On the other hand, 
approximately half of those 
surveyed stay gender-neu-
tral when it comes to cars, 
considering their vehicle 
neither male nor female. 
Some of the most popular 
names were “Betsy,” “Bes-
sie,” and “Baby.” On the 
other end were the more un-
conventional, exotic titles 
including “The Accordion,” 
“Petunia” and “NellyBel-
ly.” 
Whether or not you name 

your car, treat it like a friend 
and it will take better care 
of you. This season, treating 
your car right includes:

Anticipating slick surfac-
es - Stopping on a wet road 
can take up to four times the 
normal distance on a dry 
road. During wet weather 
conditions, drive slowly 
and keep in mind that stop-
ping distances will be lon-
ger. Tires like the Hankook 

Ventus V12 evo2 have cir-
cumferential  and  Aqua  Jet 
lateral grooves that promote 
efficient  water  evacuation 
from the center of the tire’s 
contact patch to enhance 
hydroplaning resistance and 
wet traction.

Learning to change a tire - 
Whether it’s from a class, a 
friend, or dear ol’ dad, take 
a few pointers on changing 
a tire. And always make 
sure you pack a spare tire in 
your trunk. You never know 
when you’ll find yourself in 
an unfortunate situation on 
the road. 

Rotating your tires - Tire 
rotation extends the life of 
your tires and ensures op-
timal performance. Many 
don’t do this routinely, but 
when done correctly, tire 
rotation promotes even 
wear and improved tread 
life giving you the maxi-
mum life out of your tires. A 
professional tire dealer can 
get the job done for you in a 
quick visit.

with a score in the third quarter and one in the fourth, but the 
Red Hawks answered both times. Zach Wamser scored on a 41-
yard dash with 48 seconds left in the third quarter, and Collin 
Alvesteffer answered again in the middle of the fourth.

In the end, it was second year head Coach Gus Kapolka’s Red 
Hawks that prevailed, 48-16.
This Friday, October 25, the Red Hawks will finish the regu-

lar season with a homecoming match up against conference foe 
Forest Hills Eastern, at 7 p.m. in Red Hawk Stadium. Get your 
Red Flannel on, load up the car and come out to support your 7 
and 1 Red Hawks! Don’t forget the cowbell.

Football
...continued from page 5

Coach George has served in several capacities over the last 
nine years. He assisted Coach Bailey with game management 
and he has always had a passion for teaching and developing de-
fensive skills. He has also teamed with supporting Coach Kent 
Karnemaat in the team’s “Champions to the Core” initiative. He 
will continue to assist in all those areas but his focus this year 
is to pursue a long time passion and team need to develop and 
implement a new program for game preparation and analysis. 

“Dan brings strong leadership skills and great basketball 
knowledge to our program,” said Coach Bailey, “but it is his 
passion for assisting young men in the development of character 
and life skills that we value most.” 
Dan played high school ball at Walton Central School (class of 

1970) in Walton, New York and college basketball at Hartwick 
College, Oneonta, New York. He served as athletic director and 
head basketball coach at Jordan College where his teams were 
nationally ranked. An avid sportsman and conservationist, Dan 
enjoys hunting, fishing, and camping and he owns an outdoor 
adventure consulting/booking business, Quest Expeditions, of-
fering worldwide hunting and fishing adventures. Dan received 
a B.A. in History from Hartwick College in 1974 and a M.A. 
in Education from Michigan State University in 1980. He cur-
rently serves as the Superintendent/School Leader at Creative 
Technologies Academy in Cedar Springs, where he lives with 
his wife, Debi, and son, Hunter, a senior at Creative Technolo-
gies Academy. Daughter Dani, is in her freshman year at Indi-
ana Wesleyan University.

George
...continued from page 5

Chargers
...continued from page 5
with a lifetime PR of 27:56, and Junior Kaleigh Keech contin-
ued her impressive improvement by posting a time of 36:22.

The Chargers have one week left of practice, followed by 
the Michigan Independent High School Championships next 
Saturday in Allendale. It is the final race of the season, and the 
Chargers will look to close out the season strong.

gnashing of teeth. It was as if he was losing himself, as if 
he couldn’t live apart from that imaginary facade. Of course 
the real him was beneath that rayon spacesuit—everybody 
knew it—except him.
This is a common affliction. We build dramatic images of 

ourselves, who we think we are, who we should be, what 
we should accomplish, and once constructed, these have to 
be maintained and protected. We never let a tear or a crack 
show in our veneer, and the mask to which we cling slowly 
becomes a prison. We go through life kicking and scream-
ing every time a perceived threat begins to pull at the hem 
of our make-believe cape.
Here’s a better way: Fulfill the roles that God, fate, or life 

has assigned to you. Fulfill them with gusto. But never ac-
cept the masks you must wear as a substitute for the person 
you really are; that’s the trick to a sweet life.

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, blogger, 
pastor, and author of multiple books. Visit his website at 
www.ronniemcbrayer.me.

Faith
...continued from page 4
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Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed
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Vintage cars help raise funds 

for museum
By Tom Noreen

 
Even an overcast morning with a few sprinkles 

did not keep the 58 registered auto buffs from 

bringing their vintage wheels to Morley Park 

last Saturday, July 27, according to Cedar 

Springs Historical Museum Director Sharon 

Jett. The annual car show each summer is 

one of the museum’s biggest fundraisers.

Historical Society President Fred 

Gunnell, welcomed me to the 

show and Sally Grayvold 

wanted to make sure 

I got my name in 

the bucket for the 

50/50 drawing, 

which was won by 

Darwin Spear of 

Grand Haven.
There was a good 

mix of vehicles to look 

at as you walked the line. 

Some looked mint-out-of-the-

box such as Phil Harrison’s 1957 Chevy, 

while others were works in progress. There were 

sports cars, family sedans and pickup trucks. Some 

were stock and others were modified like Gene Niel-

sen’s 1935 Ford pickup he had been working on for 

the last 3-1/2 years. Carl Anderson had it in his barn 

for a number of years before Gene picked it up and 

started work on it.
One gentleman had a pair of 1940’s era military 

jeeps. One painted Army olive drab with a pedestal 

mount machine gun and the other in Air Force blue. 

Both had trailers and were in better shape than my jeep 

was in the 101st Airborne Division back in the 1970s.

Music by the Patin Sisters, Pat and RoseAnne, drift-

ed through the air along with the aroma of grilled hot 

dogs provided by the Cedar Springs FFA.

A big thank you to all the sponsors who helped make 

the fundraiser a success! 

Crash punctures dump truck gas tank

Solon Township 
shows off town hall

Solon’s new township hall has a 2,000-square foot meeting room that        

residents can rent. Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

A crash at the corner of 

Main and Muskegon Streets 

in Cedar Springs last week 

Thursday, July 25, resulted 

in a gas spill from a dump 

truck leaving a construction 

zone.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police officer Chad 

Potts, a jeep driven by Car-

oline Bartlett, 68, of Cedar 

Springs, was heading east-

bound on Muskegon Street 

about 2:45 p.m., when it 

approached the Main Street 

intersection and tried to turn 

right. When the driver real-

ized she couldn’t make the 

turn and was going to hit the 

barricade, she tried to abort 

the turn and went straight, 

and struck the driver’s side 

of a Dean’s Excavating 

truck that was heading north 

through the intersection. The 

crash ruptured the fuel tank 

on the dump truck and Ce-

dar Springs firefighters and 

others worked at the scene 

to clean up the spill.
Neither the driver of the 

jeep nor the driver of the 

dump truck, Gary Wall, 55, 

of Leroy, were transported 

to the hospital. They sought 

their own medical attention. 

In a related incident, a fire-

fighter at Main and Church 

Street was directing traffic 

away from the accident, 

when a southbound pickup 

with yellow lights rotating 

proceeded through that in-

tersection without stopping 

and bumped the firefighter 

with his mirror. He was not 

injured and no citation was 

issued.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police Chief Roger 

Parent, the truck was owned 

by Dean’s Excavating and 

had been called in to help 

with the cleanup. But the 

firefighter didn’t know that. 

Parent cautioned citizens 

to always stop and identify 

themselves if they need to be 

at the scene of an accident. 

“When in doubt, they should 

stop. They shouldn’t think 

that everyone knows what 

they are there for,” he said. 

By Judy Reed

Solon Township held an open 

house last Saturday, July 27 to 

show off the new township hall 

to residents. Throngs of visitors 

were treated to a hotdog lunch 

and other free refreshments, as 

well as a tour of the facility. The 

Solon Township Fire Department 

also had an engine there for kids 

to tour.
The township approved the 

building of the 6,000 square-

foot hall with community room 

in the fall of 2011. The building 

has 4,000 square feet of offices, 

a 2,000 square-foot community 

room, in floor boiler heat, 2x6 ex-

terior sidewalls, about four inches 

of spray foam insulation, a brick 

exterior, steel roof, LED lighting 

which operates automatically, 

some heated sidewalks, plenty of 

handicap parking, and a security 

system with cameras that can be 

viewed remotely. 
Supervisor Bob Ellick told the 

Post in June that the total cost of 

the building would be between 

$860,000 and $880,000 when 

completed.

Photo by 
Tom Noreen

Post photo by J. Reed.

Post photo by J. Reed.
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SENIOR 
DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE

Cement & Blockwork

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Cedar 
Heating &

Cooling inC.

6 1 6 - 6 9 6 - 2 5 9 9
ExpEriEncE not guEsswork

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

At your service...

CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS
Low Cost Rentals Available
Auto Glass Installation

696-1830
13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

Public Notice
city of cedar SPriNgS

Public accuracy test for the
November 4, 2014 general election

tuesday, october 28, 2014
2:00 p.m.

cedar Springs city Hall
66 S. Main St.

cedar Springs, Michigan

a Public accuracy test is conducted
to demonstrate that the program
and computer that will be used to 

tabulate the results of the election,
counts the votes in the manner

prescribed by law.

Dated:  October 23, 2014  Linda Branyan 
Christensen

City Clerk
616.696.1330

NOTICE OF GENERAL ELECTION
FOR THE ELECTORS OF

CEDAR SPRINGS PUBLIC SCHOOLS
KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN

NOTICE IS GIVEN TO THE ELECTORS OF:
CEDAR SPRINGS PUBLIC SCHOOLS

KENT COUNTY, MICHIGAN

CEDAR SPRINGS PUBLIC SCHOOLS
OPERATING MILLAGE PROPOSAL

EXEMPTING PRINCIPAL RESIDENCE
AND OTHER PROPERTY EXEMPTED BY LAW

18 MILLS FOR 10 YEARS

Full text of the ballot proposal may be obtained at the administrative offices of Cedar Springs Public 
Schools, 204 East Muskegon Street, Cedar Springs, Michigan 49319, telephone: (616) 696-1204.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT A GENERAL ELECTION WILL BE HELD ON 

Tuesday, November 4, 2014

POLLS are open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on Election Day.
The polling locations for cities and townships are as follows:

Algoma Twp Pct 3 Kent County Road Commission/ North Complex - 11723 White Creek 
Cedar Springs Pct 1 Cedar Springs City Hall - 66 South Main Street
Courtland Twp Pct 2 Courtland Fire Station #2 – 9535 Myers Lake Ave.
Courtland Twp Pct 3 Courtland Twp Hall – 7450 14 Mile Road
Nelson Twp Pct 1&2 Nelson Twp Hall – 2 Maple Street
Oakfield Twp Pct 1 Oakfield Twp Hall – 10300 14 Mile Road
Solon Twp Pct 1 Solon Twp Fire Department – 2305 19 Mile Road
Solon Twp Pct 2 Solon Twp Hall – 15185 Algoma Ave. NE
Spencer Twp Pct 1 Spencer Twp Hall – 14960 Meddler Ave.

 
Persons with special needs, as defined in the Americans with Disabilities Act, should contact their 
City or Township Clerk. Persons who are deaf, hard of hearing or speech impaired may place a call 
through the Michigan Relay Center TDD# 1-800-649-3777.

YOU MUST BE REGISTERED TO QUALIFY AS A VOTER!

Dated: October 23, 2014  MARY HOLLINRAKE, KENT COUNTY CLERK

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan

NOTICE OF ADOPTION OF ZONING 
ORDINANCE AMENDMENTS 
AND SUMMARIES OF THE 

REGULATORY EFFECT THEREOF

PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that on 
October 14, 2014 the Township Board of the 
Township of Nelson, Kent County, Michigan, 
adopted Ordinance No. 2014-005-Z amending the 
Zoning Ordinance of the Township of Nelson.  The 
principal provisions of the amending ordinance 
can be summarized as follows:

Ordinance No. 2014-005-Z

Definition of Storage Building for Personal 
Use.  The ordinance amended Chapter 2 to 
provide a definition of “storage building for 
personal use” which is defined as a fully enclosed 
structure used for storage of the property owners’ 
(or lessees’) personal property, which is located 
on a parcel which does not contain a principal 
building and which does not meet the definition 
of an accessory building.

Regulation Regarding Storage Buildings 
for Personal Use.  The amending ordinance 
includes regulations which apply to storage 
buildings for personal use in Section 3.2.5 of 
the Zoning Ordinance.  The regulations include 
limitations on who is allowed to use the personal 
storage buildings and to prevent personal 
storage buildings from being used for commercial 
purposes or as a dwelling unit.  The regulations 
further require the storage buildings for personal 
use to meet certain maximum total floor area and 
setback requirements, and also contain provisions 
to ensure that a storage building for personal use 
can be converted to an accessory building if a 
principal residence is later added to the parcel.

Miscellaneous and Effective Date.  The 
ordinance also repeals subsection K of Section 
3.2, in order to avoid a conflict with the new 
regulations, and contains provisions adding 
storage buildings for personal use as a permitted 
use in the AG and SFR-L Districts.  The amending 
ordinance will become effective on October 30, 
2014.  A copy of the amending ordinance may 
be inspected or purchased at the office of the 
Nelson Township Clerk, 2 Maple Street, Sand 
Lake, Michigan, during normal business hours.  

Dated:  October 23, 2014    
TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE

TOWNSHIP OF NELSON

Solon Township 
Hall

15185 Algoma Avenue
Cedar Springs MI 49319

PUBLIC NOTICE
Summary of Minutes of the 

Regular Board Meeting, 
October 14, 2014.

Board Members Present:  Arthur Gerhardt, V. 
Fred Gunnell, John Rideout, Mary Lou Poulsen
Board Members Absent: Robert Ellick
Approved: agenda, consent agenda, CSAP&R 
agreement, bid for snowplowing, Fire Dept pur-
chases of volt sensing equipment & boots, can-
didate for position of reserve firefighter.
Motions Failed: none
No action taken: none
Tabled: Fire station exterior wall repair, barn 
storage rental 
Public Comments: L. Allington, V. Babcock, K. 
Lemke, S. Skelonc, A. Spencer. 
Adjournment:  8:22 p.m.

The complete text of this summary is available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours or 
on the township’s web site @ www.solontwp.org. 

Dated:  October 20, 2014
Mary Lou Poulsen, Clerk

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan  

Summary of Nelson 
Township Board Meeting

2 Maple Street
Sand Lake, MI 49343

Nelson Township/Sand Lake Hall
Tuesday, October 14, 2014

7:00 PM

Present: Noreen, Hoffman, Austin, Armstrong. 
Absent: Mahoney

Board Approved actions:  Resolution 2014-015 
established a policy for Assessment records; 
reappointed M. Tabor and B. Veenstra to CSPR for 
a one year term; reappointed K. Grifhorst, M. Stolk 
and R. Nequist to Construction Board of Appeals 
for a two year term; reappointed G. Warner, M. 
Hawkins, M. Brockschmidt and D. George to the 
Board of Review for a two year term;
Amended budget center 301-860 by $1,500.00; 
set PLWC assessment at 150.00 per parcel; 
purchased new computer for building official; 
adopted Zoning Ordinance 2014-005-Z Storage 
Buildings for Personal Use; appointed the clerk 
and treasurer as authorities signatures for the sale 
of 17 Mile property.

Board discussed:  KDL’s proposal to increase 
branch hours; Punches cemetery mapping results.

Complete copies of the minutes are available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours 
Monday – Thursday 9 AM to 3 PM.

Dated: October 23, 2014   Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

LegaL 
NOTICe

PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

2 E. MAPLE ST
SAND LAKE MI 49343

616-636-8854

LEAF PICK UP
From October 01, 2014 to November 13, 2014

 (or until snow comes)
Tuesdays and Thursdays

Put leaf piles closest to the road
Put brushing in separate pile 

Mixed piles will not be picked up 
Yard waste must be put in disposable bags 

Dated: October 23, 2014

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 
words. The subject should be relevant to local readers, 
and the editor reserves the right to reject letters or edit for 
clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns. 
All submissions MUST be accompanied by full name, 
mailing address and daytime phone number. We use this 
information to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do not 
print anonymous letters, or acknowledge letters we do not 
use. No letters against a candidate will be published 
the week before an election. Email to news@cedar-
springspost.com, or send to PostScripts, Cedar Springs 
Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

Look for what’s right

The way to move our city, our state, and our country for-
ward is to support those candidates that are focused on our 
strengths—on what’s right in our communities—and elect-
ing them into positions where they can help our strengths 
overcome our weaknesses. 

Send a message this election cycle: Vote for the candi-
dates that are looking for what’s good and right and strong. 

Sincerely,
Craig T. Owens, City of Cedar Springs

Dear Editor: 

It’s  a  simple  fact: You find what  you’re  looking  for.  If 
you are looking for bad news, you will find something to 
criticize;  if you are  looking  for good news, you will find 
something to compliment. 

In this election cycle, I hear and read far too many candi-
dates that are looking for the things that are wrong. Electing 
those candidates perpetuates bad news. Is everything per-
fect in Cedar Springs? In Michigan? In the United States? 
Of course not. But there is a lot that is right. I’m much more 
interested in focusing on those things. 



PM Regular Driver/ AM Stand by 
Driver – Kent City Schools. PM 
Route for 1.75 hours per day – 
pay rate starting at $16.21 and 2 
hours per week for bus servicing 
– pay rate $11.95. AM Standby 
– 2 hours per day in AM at 
$13.00 per hour (unless driving 
then pay rate is $16.21 to start). 
Training for CDL provided.  All 
applicants must submit to and 
pass the following: Physical, 
Criminal Background Check, 
Fingerprinting, and Drug Test. 
Kurt Johnson – Transportation 
Supervisor, 616-299-9510 or 
616-678-7641. #43-46b

AM/PM Stand by Driver – 
Kent City Schools. 2 hours 
per day – hourly rate $13.00. 
If driving hourly rate starts at 
$16.21. 2:15 pm to 4:15 pm. 
Training for CDL provided.  All 
applicants must submit to and 
pass the following: Physical, 
Criminal Background Check, 
Fingerprinting, and Drug Test. 
Kurt Johnson – Transportation 
Supervisor, 616-299-9510 or 
616-678-7641. #43-46b

Cedar Springs Public Schools 
is seeking individuals for the 
position of school bus driver.  
Qualifications include a clean 
driving record; ability to pass 
on going drug/alcohol testing, a 
DOT physical examination, and a 
criminal background checks.  In 
addition all individuals must have 
excellent communication skills. 
Training is provided to qualified 
applicants.  Please apply on line 
at www.csredhawks.org

Nugent Builders in Rockford is 
seeking residential rough and 
finnish carpenters. Experience 
a plus. Please email resume to 
info@nugentbuilder.com. #43b
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Bear

EstatE 
salEs

small ads 
make ¢ents
call the POst
616-696-3655

Child
CarE

homEs
 for salE

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!616-696-3655 36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370

Cedar Springs, MI 49319
– 696-3655 –

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

aUCtioN

ServiceS

Hi, my name is Josie! 
I’m a six-year old white 
domestic shorthair 
mix. I’m searching for 
my forever home. I like 
to play and be pet, but 
I’m also a cat who likes 
to be able to do my 

own exploring. I love to lounge around and take naps. If you’re 
looking for an affectionate companion, come to the Humane 
Society of West Michigan and ask about me. 

Hi, my name is 
Pinky! I’m a two-
year old white and 
brown American 
Staffordshire Terrier 
Mix searching for my 
forever home.  I’m a 
very friendly canine 
and love to be around people. I like to play and I love to go for 
walks. If you’re looking for a lovable and loyal sidekick, come to 
Humane Society of West Michigan today! 

For more information on the Humane Society of West 
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077 
Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road 
during adoption hours or visit ww.hswestmi.org. 

Adoption Hours: 
Sunday and Monday: Closed

Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm, Saturday: 10am-4pm

PETS of the WEEk

CrittEr
CorNEr

homEs 
for rENt

apartmENts 
for rENt

hElp 
WaNtEd

CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. 

• No Billing • All Classifieds 
Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 
20¢ for each additional word 

(pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST for more 
information at 

616.696.3655

Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

For details, call 863-7049.

No Dental Insurance?
CedarRock Dental Care

announces its

Comprehensive Dental Plan
It can save anyone without dental insurance

hundreds, if not thousands, of dollars every year.

For details, call 866-4461 or 696-2600

Peace of mind is priceless.
But it costs just $39 a year.

Membershipmakes a great gift for aloved one.

5Star Device $39.99* ($10 OFF)
One time activation fee $25* (30% OFF)

Care Plan
Just $39 a year protects 
you from out-of-pocket 
ambulance expenses.

*When you sign up for a RAS Care Plan, you will get a 
promotional code for the “Added Value” plan discounts.

www.rockfordambulance.comCall (616) 866-0724                                                 for more information and 
to get the ball rolling.

Enroll Today
You can sign up and pay for the Care Plan 

online right now to get immediate protection 
for you and your family. 

Just go to www.rockfordambulance.com
and click on “Care Plan.”

Why 5Star Urgent Response?
GPS enabled 5Star device 

Simply press the button anytime you need help 
and you’re connected to Th e 5Star 

—or press and hold to 
connect to 9-1-1 directly.

Now Off ering our 
“Added Value” Plan

5Star Urgent Response
YOUR COMMUNITY NONPROFIT PARAMEDIC AMBULANCE SERVICE

55S5S5S

Special Off er

for our

Care Plan

Members!

Byrne Electrical Specialists
Peoplelink Staffing in Rockford has immediate open-
ings at Byrne Electrical Specialists in Rockford. We are 
looking for motivated and energetic assemblers who can 
work either 1st or 2nd shifts. Byrne loves to work hard 
and play hard with events, bonuses, overtime and great 
benefits. We are looking to fill these positions with de-
pendable, hard working employees who are looking for 
long term work, who can also build quality electrical 
components. This is an air conditioned facility, as well 
with both indoor and outdoor break facilities. If you 
are interested please apply Monday – Friday, from 9am 
-11:30am and 1pm -3:30pm.              

se habla espanol    

642 Byrne Industrial Drive
Rockford, MI 49341

www.peoplelinkstaffing.com
EOE

Expires 9/30/12 

Rent Me!

Apply online at: 
www.4villagetrails.com

$729

518 Hickory Lane 
Howard City

CAll todAy!
(888) 207-2349

oR

Sun HomeS at

no Rent til 
11/01/2012

/Mo.

Rent me!

no Rent til 
12/01/2014

Expires 10/31/2014

$779
/mo.

1232 sq ft of living spAce
3bed/2bAth

$99 
sec. dep.

HOME OF 
THE WEEK
13601 Snapdragon Lane

Corner homesite
Two-stall attached garage

Full attic in house & garage

$63,500

CEDARFIELD 
COMMUNITY

Next to Meijer

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 
616-696-1100

Auctions: Every Friday in 
October at 6 pm. Antiques, 
collectibles & housewares. 
Items can be viewed at 
auctionzip.com, ID# 31095 or 
from 2 – 6 pm on Friday. Located 
at Peddlers Market, 420 N. 
Lafayette, Greenville. We are 
always taking consignments 
and buying estates. Call Rick at 
616-302-8963. #41-44b

Learn Play & Grow Daycare 
– The Hottest Place to be in 
the Coolest Town. Check us 
out at www.LearnPlayand-
Grow.com or call 616-255-
7624. #40-43p

Pool Table – 7 foot, barely used, 
excellent condition, includes 
cue sticks and balls. Must sell. 
$200.00. 616-799-0652. #43

Guns For Sale: Friday 
10/24, noon to 7 pm, Sat-
urday from 10 am to 4 pm. 
Tisdel & Becker St., Cedar 
Springs. Watch for signs. 
Rifles, shotguns & 2 hand 
guns. Cash only. #43p

for salE

Estate Sale – October 23 – 26, 
9 am to 5 pm. 22136 Kimball 
Road, Sand Lake. Furniture, 
Salt & Pepper Shakers, Lefton, 
Dolls, Dishes, Farm Equipment, 
Kubota Tractors and much 
more.

Meadowcreek Apartments 
1, 2 and 3 bedrooms avail-
able, appliances furnished, 
cathedral ceilings. 300 Oak 
St. Cedar Springs. Call 616-
249-1682. www.meadow-
creekapts.us.  #tfnb

Lost: Female Shih Tzu, brindle 
color, lost on 10/14 in the area 
of 18 Mile Rd. and Fieldstone 
Meadows. Call 616-696-1652. 
#42

Free to good home: Male black 
cat, 3 yrs old, neutered and 
front feet declawed. Call 616-
255-2171. #40

MDCH launches website to address prescription 
drug abuse

HeALtH 

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Garage Doors: Spring re-
pairs. Sales, service and 
installation of garage doors 
and electric openers. Low-
est prices guaranteed. 
Free Estimates. 616-334-
3574. #43p

Roof Repairs, Gutter 
Cleaning: New gutters, 
flashings sealed, chimney 
pointing, garage roof. 35+ 
years in business. Work 
Guaranteed. 616-901-
7841. #43-45p

(Q.)  WHAT ADVERTISING 
HELPS BUILD A 

 COMMUNITY?

(A.)  ADVERTISING  IN THE 
LOCAL NEWSPAPER

Shop LOCAL
Shop YOUR local newspaper!
Support Your Community 
Run Your Ad Here!

The Cedar Springs Post 
NEWSPAPER

Still free but priceless
Covering a community of over 30,000 

residents in northern Kent County.
Check us out @ 

www.cedarspringspost.com

36 E. Maple St. / P.O. Box 370 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319616-696-3655

Job Opportunities at 
The Cedar Springs POST:

36 E. Maple St./P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Sales: Earn extra moo-la. Flexible hours. Must have own 
vehicle and valid driver’s license. Pays 20% commission 
weekly. For more info, send resume and contact informa-
tion to sales@cedarspringspost.com

Graphic Designers: Looking for a part time graphic 
designer. Must be familiar with Creative Suite (Adobe,  
Indesign, Photoshop). Please send resumes to design@
cedarspringspost.com
PH. 616.696.3655
Fax 616.696.9010

Protect against carbon monoxide poisoning 

National Radon action week
National Radon Action 

Week  is  October  20-26, 
2014, and occurs the 3rd 
week of October every year. 
Radon gas is becoming more 
of a widespread problem 
in the United States. In the 
U.S.,  one  in  fifteen  homes 
are affected by elevated 
radon levels. Radon can-
not be seen, it has no scent, 
and is colorless. Radon in-
vades homes and buildings 
through foundation cracks 
and openings and even di-

rectly through concrete.
Radon gas is considered 

a carcinogen that comes 
from decayed radium and 
uranium in the soil. It is 
the #1 cause of lung cancer 
in non-smokers and causes 
people that do smoke greater 
chance of being diagnosed 
with lung cancer when ex-
posed to this deadly gas. 
The EPA suggests levels 
of 4 (pCi/L) picocuries and 
above be addressed. Lev-
els of 4 pCi/L  is equivalent 

to 8 cigarettes a day or 250 
chest x-rays per year. World 
Health Organization (WHO) 
states that 3% and 14% of 
lung cancer cases are caused 
by Radon, and suggests peo-
ple take action against levels 
higher than 2.7 pCi/L.

The purpose of National 
Radon  Action  Week  is  to 
educate people about the 
health risks of radon, learn-
ing about radon gas itself, 
and also inform everyone 
how to test their homes for 

radon and what actions need 
to be taken if there are high 
levels of radon present. Ra-
don is a problem that affects 
millions of homes, daycares, 
schools, and buildings across 
the country. This is the time 
to get informed in order to 
stay safe and healthy in the 
place you spend most of 
your time. Check with your 
local health department and 
home improvement store for 
radon test kits. Visit www.
RadonWeek.org  for  more 
information. 

 

Last week was Car-
bon Monoxide Safety and 
Awareness Week  in Michi-
gan. The Michigan Depart-
ment of Community Health 
(MDCH) is reminding ev-
eryone to keep their fam-
ilies safe from being poi-
soned by carbon monoxide 
this winter.

Carbon monoxide is an 
odorless, colorless, and 
tasteless gas that kills more 
than 500 Americans each 
year and up to 50 a year in 
Michigan. It is produced 
by all forms of combus-
tion. Warning signs include 
headache, nausea, vomit-
ing, dizziness, drowsiness, 
and confusion. The good 

news is carbon monoxide 
poisoning is completely 
preventable.

“Now is the time to en-
sure  that  gas-fired  furnac-
es, hot water heaters and 
carbon monoxide detectors 
are working properly,” said 
Dr. Matthew Davis, Chief 
Medical Executive at the 
MDCH. “Carbon monoxide 
is  difficult  to  detect  so  it’s 
important to evacuate the 
area of contamination im-
mediately and seek medical 
attention if you suspect you 
have been exposed to car-
bon monoxide.”

Never use generators, 
grills, camp stoves, or other 
gasoline or charcoal-burn-

ing devices inside your 
home, basement, garage 
or near a window because 
these appliances give off 
carbon monoxide. Running 
a car in an enclosed garage 
can create lethal levels of 
carbon monoxide in min-
utes.

Michigan’s carbon mon-
oxide poisoning tracking 
system counted 22 unin-
tentional deaths and 765 
non-fatal unintentional car-
bon monoxide poisonings 
in Michigan in 2012 alone, 
the most recent year of 
complete data. More than 
60 percent occurred during 
the winter months and hap-
pened  most  frequently  at 

home.
Michigan’s December 

2013 ice storm, which 
caused power outages in 
about 400,000 Michigan 
households, resulted in one 
carbon monoxide death 
and 300 percent increase 
in emergency department 
visits for carbon monox-
ide poisoning. Proper use 
and placement of alternate 
power sources would have 
prevented many of these 
poisonings.

For more information 
about carbon monoxide 
poisoning and poisoning 
prevention, visit www.
michigan.gov/carbonmon-
oxide.

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Community Health 
(MDCH) has developed a 
website to increase public 
awareness of the risks and 
potential harm associated 
with misuse of prescription 
and over-the-counter drugs, 
and to provide everyday 
steps individuals can take 
to address the issue in their 
families and communi-
ties. Do Your Part: Be the 
Solution is a multifaceted 
approach to addressing pre-
scription drug misuse and 
abuse across Michigan. 

“Everyone has a role to 
play in the solution as we ad-
dress prescription drug mis-
use and abuse in Michigan. 
This website offers practical 
steps that everyone can take 
right now,”  said Lyon. “We 
can all do our part by moni-

toring the medications in our 
homes, understanding the 
risks of sharing prescription 
medications, and properly 
disposing of medications 
when they are no longer 
needed.”

The non-medical use or 
abuse of prescription drugs 
is the fastest growing drug 
problem in the United States, 
and prescription medication 
is the second most common-
ly abused category of drugs. 
Opiate overdoses, once al-
most always due to heroin 
use, are now increasingly 
due to the abuse of prescrip-
tion painkillers. In 2012, 941 
Michigan residents died due 
to unintentional drug poi-
soning.

According to the U.S. De-
partment of Health and Hu-
man Services, every day an 
average of 2,000 teenagers 
nationwide use a prescrip-
tion  drug  for  the  first  time 
without a doctor’s guidance. 
Oftentimes, teens are access-
ing these drugs in their own 
homes. It can be as easy as 
opening a cupboard, drawer 
or medicine cabinet.

In addition, the Nation-
al Institute on Drug Abuse 
(NIDA) sites prescription 
opioid abuse may be “the 
first  step”  to  heroin  use. 
Recent research by NIDA 
indicated that almost half of 
the young heroin users who 
injected heroin reported they 
used opioid pain relievers 

before the started using her-
oin.

Do Your Part: Be the 
Solution addresses the issue 
of prescription drug misuse 
and abuse using a multi-
pronged approach including 
educating communities and 
the general public, provid-
ing guidance and resources 
to the medical community 
and other professionals, and 
linking to information on 
proper disposal to reduce the 
impact on the environment.

For more information on 
the Do Your Part: Be the 
Solution campaign visit the 
website at www.michigan.
gov/doyourpart.

Feelings were hurt and the discussion was ended prematurely to 
suit the personal comfort of the city officials involved.”

Running for one seat:
Patricia Troost one of the council mem-

bers named in the recall, is running for her 
seat. She is currently serving as Mayor Pro-
Tem. She has lived in Cedar Springs for five 
years, and is a Paralegal, at Reisinger Law 
Firm, PLLC . She said that skills and expe-
rience she brings to council include, “Re-
search knowledge and being able to look 
at both sides of an issue and not holding a 

grudge if I don’t agree or if there are different of opinions.”
What prompted her to run for office? “The code ordinance of-

ficer came to my home and told me I couldn’t park in my drive-
way- front of my garage as my drive-way was gravel at the time 
with weeds/grass growing and according to the ordinance that was 
considered my lawn. I asked who made up this stupid rule and 
was told the planning commission and then City Council made the 
final ruling and I stated that I needed to run for city council then.”   
What does she believe is the most important issue facing the 

community? “A lot of our residents are still trying to recover from 
the recession and meeting basic needs.  I believe that we as a com-
munity can come together  and help each other where we can 
and not just me it’s an US. There are resources that residents may 
not know about and we as leaders can assist in getting them.” She 
is working with The City of Cedar Springs Area Chamber and 
North Kent Community Services with their Seats and Feet’s Cam-
paign (and personal items). They are collecting underwear, paja-
mas, socks and items you cannot get with a food stamps card with 
drop offs of donated items at various businesses. “The Chamber 
and business owners care about Cedar Springs and are here 365 
days a year and I think it is great how they have agreed whole-
heartedly to help me promote this campaign, as well as with North 
Kent Community Services…they are a great resource.”

Troost said she is most proud of when a young Eagle Scout 
came to City Council with a plan and idea for a new pavilion at 
Morley Park and asked if the City would partner with him. “It was 
amazing to see this young man wanting to give back to his com-
munity at such a young age and I believe that my fellow council 
members and I encouraged young Kevin to look outwards at oth-
ers and see a need and that if we all work together we can make 
a difference and that he carries that with him as he grows up and 
continues it as well and passes it on.”

Rose Powell is running against Patricia 
Troost. Powell has lived in the City of Ce-
dar Springs since November 1970, and has 
been a registered voter since 1971. She is 
recently retired. She graduated from Cedar 
Springs High School, as did her husband 
Chris, and their children, Gina, Brynadette, 
and Christopher. Powell said that previous 
experience includes serving on the Cedar 

Springs board of elections, DDA, planning commission, Cham-
ber of commerce, and being a Rotarian. She was also a downtown 
business  owner,  and  also  employed  as  an office manager/sales 
person for 2 other Cedar Springs businesses. 

Powell is running for council because: “I decided to get in-
volved again, when I realized our City council voted to take down 
our Cedar Springs City flag and destroy it. I trusted our councilors 
to do what was right for the citizens, tax payers, and voters of 
Cedar Springs and surrounding community. The destruction of 
$4000.00+ of our people’s property, paying a law firm $11,000 
to defend those actions, while telling us it was for the good of 
our city was appalling. After spending many...many hours study-
ing CS. city Budget, I came to one conclusion. There’s something 
rotten in Red Flannel Town.” 

Powell says her goal is, with the help of fellow citizens, 
to “guide our CS City policies, finances, and reputation in a pos-
itive direction. There will always be problems to solve. Together 
our community can do it, and do it well.”
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BUILT  
 AROUND YOU. 

MERCY HEALTH  
ROCKFORD  
GRAND OPENING.  
Now all of these services  

are just minutes away: 

Urgent Care

Pharmacy with Drive-Thru

Family Care

Pediatric Care

Lab/Blood Draw

X-Ray, Mammography  
and Ultrasound

MERCY HEALTH GRAND RAPIDS:  Saint Mary’s 
Southwest | Rockford | Mercy Health Physician Partners

MERCY HEALTH MUSKEGON:  Mercy | Hackley | General 
Lakeshore | Lakes Village | Mercy Health Physician Partners
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JOIN US FOR A  
COMMUNITY OPEN HOUSE. 

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 1
10 A.M. – 1 P.M.
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