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FREE   You can take me home to your mother!

Candidate forum 
for City Council
Tuesday, October 28, 6:30 p.m. at 
Cedar Springs Middle School

The November election is right around the corner, and 
there are seven people vying for four positions on the Ce-
dar Springs City Council. There will be a candidate forum 
open to the public on Tuesday, October 28, at 6:30 p.m. in 
the large group room, at Cedar Springs Middle School. The 
forum will be hosted by the Community Action Network 
and the Cedar Springs Post. 

The candidates will be asked several questions, and 
the public will also have a chance to ask some questions 
through the moderator. There will also be time to talk one 
on one with the candidates at the end.

Ken Benham, who served for 8 years, is not running 
again, so his position his open, along with incumbent Mark 
Fankhauser’s, who is running again. Fankhauser, former 
council member Pamela Conley, and DDA Chair Perry 
Hopkins, are all competing for those two seats. As part of 
the recall side of the election, incumbent Ashley Bremmer 
is running against Molly Nixon, and incumbent Patricia 
Troost is running against Rose Powell. 

Check out next week’s paper for more election info.

Local non-profit looks to improve area

City approves 
contract with 
Sheriff Dept
By Judy reed

This time next 
month, officers 
in the Cedar 
Springs Police 
Department will 
be wearing Kent 
County Sheriff 
Department uni-
forms.

The Cedar 
Springs City 
Council voted 
u n a n i m o u s l y 
Thursday eve-
ning, October 
9, to approve 
a contract with 
the Kent County 
Sheriff Depart-
ment for police 
services. Coun-
cil member Jer-
ry Hall was absent, and Council member Ashley Bremmer 
asked to abstain, since she is employed by the Sheriff De-
partment.

Undersheriff Jon Hess and Chief Deputy Michele Young 
were on hand to explain the contract and answer questions 
from the council. Sheriff Larry Stelma was also there, as was 
Sgt. Kelley, who will be the transition sergeant and most like-
ly the supervising sergeant once the transition takes place. 

Young said she expects the savings to the City to be about 
$119,000 for 2015. She explained that by using the township 
pool, their costs would be lower, since there will be 34 offi-
cers in the pool. Our five would make up about 15 percent of 
that. “They are joining us at a mid-range (on the pay scale),” 
explained Young. “That’s a minor raise for them. But with 
the pool you won’t see those high spikes.”

The five full-time officers were given welcome packets, 

By Judy reed

There are a lot of plans 
in the works for the corner 
of Main and Maple Streets 
and the Community Build-
ing Development Team 
(CBDT) hopes to be a big 
part of it.

In addition to the new Ce-
dar Springs Library, on the 
northwest corner, and the 
brewery on the southwest 
corner, the CBDT hopes 
to build an ampitheatre on 
the city’s property (the old 
foundry property) to the 
west of where the library 
will be. The team was at the 
Cedar Springs City Council 
meeting last Thursday, Oc-
tober 9, to pitch the project. 

“The Community Build-
ing Development Team is a 
group of people who want 
to make the community 
better,” explained CBDT 

trustee Tom Holloway, and 
Pastor at Solon Center Wes-
leyan Church. “We believe 

this fits with the prior li-
brary board’s plans in 2007 
of having both a library and 

ampitheatre.”
Holloway asked the City 

Council to let the group 
build the ampitheatre—and 
they would do it for free. 
“All we ask is for the city to 
maintain it,” he said, “and 
pay the utilities.”

He explained that they 
hope to develop the whole 
area—on both the east and 
west side of the trail. They 
are currently buying the 
Johnson lumberyard prop-
erty to that end. Besides 
the ampitheatre, they are 
working towards helping to 
restore wetlands, and install 
walking bridges, to give 
kids a place to fish. On the 
lumberyard property, they 
hope to build a commu-
nity center and recreation 
center. Other plans include 
a boardwalk along Cedar 
Creek, rain gardens, skate 

A new chapter begins 

Cedar Springs Brewing Company 
breaks ground
By Judy reed

Dozens of people turned 
out this week to witness 
something that hasn’t hap-
pened here in downtown 
Cedar Springs in a long 
time—a groundbreaking 
for a brand new business 
at the corner of Maple and 
Main Street.

Excitement was in the 
air Tuesday, October 14, as 
the Cedar Springs Brewing 
Company ceremoniously 
broke ground.

 “It was a lot of fun and 
I was tremendously encour-
aged by the wonderful turn-
out for the event,” remarked 
owner David Ringler. 

On hand 
to give 
r e m a r k s 
was John 
Wheeler of 
Orion Construction, Mike 
Corby of Integrated Ar-
chitecture, Jason Parker of 
Choice One Bank, Mark 
Fankhauser, Mayor of the 
City of Cedar Springs, and 
73rd District Representa-
tive Peter MacGregor, who 
said Rep. Rob VerHeulen 
couldn’t be there and so he 
was representing them both. 

MacGregor, who has 
been instrumental in help-
ing with legislation re-

garding craft brewing, said 
it’s a win-win for the craft 
brew industry, which keeps 
growing. “They’ve figured 
out that if we offer a great 
product, they will come. 
And it’s also a win-win 
for the agriculture industry 
with the products that are 
used. So, it’s a win-win for 
the state, and another rea-
son for people to stop here 
in Cedar Springs,” he said. 

The brewery is expected 

to be complete in the spring 
of 2015. Orion Construc-
tion began site work after 
demolishing the existing 
building earlier this fall. 
“We have a few housekeep-
ing issues still in progress, 
including the completing of 
our environmental reports 
and some organizational 
issues, but we’re beginning 
the physical construction as 
soon as possible, with hopes 

sheriff - continues on page 12

“The city manager and 
the city council took a 
bold, innovative and pro-
gressive step as they seek 
to collaborate with the 
Sheriff ’s Office for law 
enforcement services,” 
said Sheriff Larry Stel-
ma, who also lives here in 
Cedar Springs. “I thank 
them for the trust and 
faith that they have placed 
with us and we look for-
ward to serving the Cedar 
Springs community.”
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4330 14 Mile Rd. • Rockford
In Cedar Rock Mall
616-866-8912

Huge selection of Halloween decorations
Thanksgiving • Crafts • Party goods
Greeting Cards • and so much more!

15th AnniversAry 
CelebrAtion

10% oFF
storewide

Join Us 
saturday, oct. 18 9am-7pm

And sunday, oct. 19 11am-5pm

Watch for Facebook ONLY Specials!

For all your �nancial service needs, call on
Member SIPC

Financial Advisor
. 4027 17 Mile Rd

Cedar Springs, MI
49319
616-696-9370

PLEASE HELP US
REACH OUR GOAL

www.edw m

We hope to collect 1250 pounds of food 
for the Cedar Springs Community Food 
Pantry before November 17th.  Non-
perishable foods can be dropped off at 
our office Monday - Friday from 9:00 
a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  Thank you for your 
help!

We hope to collect 1500 pounds of food 
for the Cedar Springs Community Food 
Pantry before November 15th. Non-
perishable foods can be dropped off at our 
office Monday - Friday from 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 
p.m.  No cash donations accepted. 
Thank you for your help!

We hope to collect 1750 pounds of 
food for the Cedar Springs Community 
Food Pantry before November 14th.  
Non-perishable foods can be dropped 
off at our office Monday - Friday from 
9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.  No cash donations 
accepted. Thank you for your help!

Arrests made in Spencer Township homicide

The Kent County Sher-
iff Department released the 
names last Friday of the six 
people arrested for the murder 
last month of Brent Luttrell, of 
Gowen. One of them, Chris-
topher Paul Duncan, 29, of 
Lakeview, is the ex-boyfriend 
of Luttrell’s girlfriend, and the 
father of her child, who was 
there at the time of the home 
invasion.

Police believe that greed 
and jealousy were behind 
the attack, and that Duncan 
helped plan the home inva-
sion, though he wasn’t present 
when it happened. Luttrell had 
been dating the woman for 
about six weeks, and had re-
portedly posted photos of him-
self on social media with large 
amounts of cash. Duncan and 
Luttrell had reportedly been 
friends at one time. 

Police said that Luttrell, 
34, was sleeping at his home, 
at 12849 Pinewood N.E., in 

Spencer Township, on Sep-
tember 8, when three armed 
masked males entered the resi-
dence about 1 a.m. Luttrell im-
mediately ran outside and was 
confronted by at least one of the 
suspects. He was then forced 
into a red passenger vehicle 
with a loud muffler (driven 
by another person) and trans-
ported to the area of Lincoln 
Lake and Pinewood, where he 
was later found in the roadway 
with multiple wounds. Luttrell 
was transported to Spectrum 
Health Butterworth, where he 
died as a result of his injuries. 

An autopsy was conducted 
and it was determined Luttrell 
died from multiple gunshot 
and stab wounds.

Police reported there were 
three other adults in the resi-
dence (Luttrell’s male cousin, 
his cousin’s girlfriend, and 
Luttrell’s girlfriend) and a 
juvenile male (Luttrell’s girl-
friend’s son). The cousin re-

ceived facial injuries and was 
treated and released from the 
hospital.

Arrested was: 
Christopher Paul Duncan, 

29, of Lakeview. He is facing 
charges of Conspiracy to com-
mit home invasion and habitu-
al offender, 2nd notice.

Zachary Wayne Bennett, 
21, of Lyons. He is charged 
with conspiracy to commit 
home invasion; conspiracy to 
commit armed robbery; armed 
robbery; home invasion; and 
habitual offender, 3rd notice. 
He was sentenced in May to 
probation for committing lar-
ceny from a motor vehicle and 
breaking and entering a build-
ing with intent in February of 
this year.

Jaman Amr Parish, 34, of 
Ionia. He is charged with fel-
ony murder, armed robbery, 
unlawful imprisonment, home 
invasion, felony firearm, and 
habitual offender, 4th notice. 

Parish was on parole, as of 
May of last year, for assaulting 
a prison employee, and break-
ing and entering with intent.

Tyler Coty Rohn, 25, of Io-
nia. He is charged with felony 
murder, armed robbery, unlaw-
ful imprisonment, home inva-
sion, and felony firearm.

Isaac Michael-Paul Fez-
zey, 21, of Ionia. He is charged 
with felony murder, armed 
robbery, unlawful imprison-
ment, home invasion, felony 
firearm, and assault with intent 
to commit great bodily harm 
less than murder.

Kevin Carson Berry, 21, 
of Saranac. He is charged with 
felony murder, armed robbery, 
unlawful imprisonment, home 
invasion, and felony firearm.

The Sheriff Department said 
that the investigation is ongo-
ing, and other people may be 
arrested in the future.

Christopher Paul 
Duncan

Zachary Wayne 
Bennett

Jaman Amr Parish Tyler Coty Rohn Isaac Michael-Paul 
Fezzey

Kevin Carson 
Berry

Man convicted in cat killing
A Cedar Springs man rolled the dice 

and lost. 
Michael Patrick Stackhouse, 35, killed 

a cat outside his home in Cedar Springs 
Mobile Estates last April. He was re-
portedly offered a plea deal in May that 
would reduce his sentence if he pled 
guilty to a charge of animal cruelty caus-

ing death. Under the plea deal, he would not be charged as a 
multiple felony offender, which could have reduced his sen-
tence. But he rejected the deal, and instead decided he wanted 
a jury trial. 

His decision backfired last Wednesday, October 8, when he 
was convicted by that jury on the animal cruelty charge. He was 
remanded to jail immediately to await sentencing.

It started on April 7, when a call came into police dispatch, 

with the caller telling them that a cat had jumped over a partial 
door barrier to their mobile home on Susan Street, and then went 
inside the home and was fighting with their dogs. Later the call-
er said the cat was dead and that her husband may have killed it.

When officers investigated, they found that the man had 
thrown the cat into the street, in front of children and neighbors. 
He admitted to then stomping on the cat’s head, because it was 
twitching from seizures.

Stackhouse never denied he did it. He told reporters that he 
did it to put it out of its misery.

Killing and torturing an animal is punishable by up to four 
years in prison and a $5,000 fine. As a three-time felony offend-
er, the judge could sentence him prison time up to eight years. 
Under the plea deal, he would have faced no more than a year 
in jail.

He is scheduled to be sentenced November 18.

Michael Patrick 
Stackhouse

Four Michigan conservation officers were honored last week for their role in 
the search and rescue operation that eventually recovered Newaygo County 
toddler Amber Smith, who had been lost in the woods for nearly 24 hours in 
October 2013. Pictured here (L to R) are Officer Brian Lebel; Officer Mike Wells; 
Officer Jeff Ginn; and Sgt. Mike Bomay. 

Four Michigan conservation officers honored for lifesaving efforts
The Department of Natural Resources’ Law 

Enforcement Division recently honored four 
Department of Natural Resources conservation 
officers who worked as part of a search and 
rescue operation and who ultimately found a 
missing 2-1/2-year-old child in the woods in 
Newaygo County last year. The officers were 
honored at last week’s meeting of the Natural 
Resources Commission in Cadillac, Michigan. 
Sgt. Mike Bomay and conservation officers Jeff 
Ginn, Brian Lebel and Mike Wells were pre-
sented with Lifesaving Awards by DNR Direc-
tor Keith Creagh and DNR Law Enforcement 
Division Chief Gary Hagler for their role in lo-
cating Amber Smith, a toddler who disappeared 
Oct. 8, 2013, from her Barton Township home.

“Our officers go through extensive training 
to locate lost persons in the woods and they are 
experts in the areas where they work, knowing 
the terrain better than anyone,” said Hagler. “I 
would like to congratulate all of the officers in-
volved for their diligence on this search. Some 
had already worked a full shift when they were requested to help 
and did not hesitate to assist.”

The DNR conservation officers responded to a request from 
the Newaygo County Sheriff’s Department to assist with the 
search of the heavily wooded area around the girl’s home. The 
area is part of national forest land and contains a maze of two-
track roads and power lines. The officers searched the area un-
til 1 a.m. and then were relieved by another search team. The 
conservation officers reported back once the sun came up and 

continued their search, locating the little girl approximately 24 
hours after she was reported missing. 

The conservation officers used an off-road vehicle and utility 
task vehicle in their search. As they searched, the officers re-
trieved items that were potential evidence and turned them over 
to an evidence collection team. After a brief meeting at an in-
tersection of two-track roads, the officers separated to continue 
the search and, shortly after that, while cresting a hill, CO Ginn 
stopped short, got off his ORV and walked into the woods and 

Local agencies train for worldwide Ebola 
outbreak

returned carrying the toddler, alert and unharmed. CO Wells im-
mediately contacted Incident Command to report the missing 
girl was found and that she was alive.

To learn more about Michigan conservation officers and the 
work they do, visit the DNR website www.michigan.gov/conser-
vationofficers

Help stock the 
Cedar Springs 
food pantry
Edward Jones is collecting food Oct. 
16-Nov. 14

Would you like to have a chance to really make a differ-
ence in the community?

Buy a few extra items when you buy groceries this week 
to donate to the local food pantry and drop them off at our 
local Edward Jones branch.

The Cedar Springs Community Food pantry, located 
at the Cedar Springs United Methodist Church on Main 
Street, works in conjunction with North Kent Community 
Services. They feed hundreds of local families each year. 
In the past, the food pantry depended on the fall food drive 
with the local U.S. Post office to help stock their needs. 
Now that the carriers are based in Rockford, they no longer 
have the big drive to benefit this pantry, so a local business 
is stepping in to help restock the shelves.

Edward Jones, 4027 17 Mile Road, Cedar Springs, hopes 
to collect 1,750 pounds of food for the pantry before No-
vember 14. Let’s help meet their goal! Non-perishable 
foods can be dropped off at their office Monday through 
Friday from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 

Some of the supplies needed include boxed or canned 
meals such as soups, hamburger helper, macaroni and 
cheese, rice, pasta, spaghetti sauce; baking and pancake 
mix; and canned meats. Personal care items such as bar 
soap, laundry soap, shampoo, toothpaste, and toilet paper 
will also be accepted, but not weighed.

Call 696-9370 for more information.

The Post travels to Zimbabwe
By esther Couturier

Esther Couturier at the orphanage in Zimbabwe.

Pictured left is the 2014 Cedar Springs Museum float. 

Museum happy with Red Flannel showing
Sharon Jett, of the The Cedar Springs Historical Society, is giving a big 

thumbs up for all the volunteers that helped on Red Flannel Day, and is ex-
cited about all the people that visited the Cedar Springs Museum in Morley 
Park.

“Many hours were spent to get it (the float) just right to match the Red 
Flannel Theme this year,” said Jett. “Over 800 flowers were made and at-
tached to the float. All work and material was furnished by the museum vol-
unteers. We are so proud to be a part of our home town of Cedar Springs.” 

The museum was open all Red Flannel Day, and Jett said they had be-
tween two and three hundred visitors going through and showing much 
interest. 

The museum welcomes visitors every Wednesday from 10:00 a.m. to 
5:00 p.m. and for many special programs. Arrangements to open any other 
day, except Sunday, can be made by calling 616-835-0809.

This summer a life long dream recently 
turned into reality for me when I was able 
to travel to Zimbabwe, Africa. Since I was 
12, God has been cultivating a desire in me 
to someday live in Zimbabwe. I have con-
tinued to believe that despite my circum-
stances, and of not knowing how it would 
happen, that one day God would provide a 
way for me to travel to Zimbabwe. 

God orchestrated this through my meet-
ing a young man, in my church, who was 
visiting from Zimbabwe last summer. He 
invited me to stay with his family. I was 
able to travel to Zimbabwe on May 31 
and stayed for eight weeks! It was the best 
eight weeks of my life, so far.

While I was there, I took the Post on 
many adventures, from reading to chil-
dren in an orphanage, decorating cupcakes 
with foster children, helping feed the el-
derly and visiting a Government Hospi-
tal. We also visited Gonarezhou National 
Park, where we saw hippos and rhinos. 
At a game reserve we rode elephants and 
petted a lion. We also experienced Jackal 
hunting, hiking Victoria Falls, and white 
water rafting on the Zambezi. We also toured a butchery and 
shopped at the flea markets. 

My favorite part of the trip was staying on a farm. Besides 
enjoying the absolute beauty of the place, I also enjoyed 
vaccinating mombes (the word for cows in Shona—Zimba-
bwe’s native language), riding motorbikes, and teaching at 
the school. I helped teach math to eight-year-old children and 
English to 14-year olds. I also climbed gomos (mountain-
ous terrain), and I talked with many of the employees, who 
helped teach me Shona. 

Everyone I met along the way was exceptionally nice. The 
families I stayed with are very relational and enjoy talking 
over tea and rusks. I really loved just listening to everyone’s 
stories. Some tell of just the hardships in the past, others tell 
of hope for restoration, while most tell of both. There are 

so many different aspects and cultures in Zimbabwe. Life is 
different there. Even though there are power outages daily, 
lack of variety in food and supplies, potholes galore along 
with insane driving, and a corrupt government, I loved every 
bit of it! 

God answers prayers and He fulfills His promises. He is a 
God who has a plan for everyone’s life, because He formed 
us and loves us. I know without a doubt I will return to Zim-
babwe. The vision God has placed in my heart is not yet fully 
fulfilled. 

Thank you to everyone who supported me, prayed for me 
and encouraged me. I hope to continue to share this journey. 

I was not able to, or had forgotten take photos with the Post 
everywhere I went, but it was in my back pack everywhere 
I traveled.

Thanks, Esther, for taking us with you on your adventure! 
Are you going on vacation? Take the Post with you and 

snap some photos. Then send them to us with some info to 
news@cedarspringspost.com or mail them to Post travels, 
PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. We will be looking 
for yours!

News came out this week 
that a second healthcare 
worker in a Dallas, Texas 
hospital has tested positive 
for the Ebola virus, after 
caring for a man who died 
there from it last week. So 
far, it is the only place in the 
U.S. affected by the virus. 
However, officials in Kent 
County aren’t twiddling 
their thumbs. Instead, they 
are proactively preparing to 
combat the threat.

Officials from the City of 
Grand Rapids, Kent Coun-
ty, area hospitals and first 
response agencies met Mon-
day to discuss emergency 
preparedness regarding the 
recent outbreak of the Ebo-
la virus worldwide. Discus-
sions centered on the virus, 
transmission, prevention, 

patient isolation and mon-
itoring, in case there was 
a patient with Ebola–like 
symptoms who had travelled 
to (or had close contact with 
someone from) the region 
impacted by Ebola. 

“This meeting brought key 
first responders and health-
care providers to the same 
table to discuss our pre-
paredness plans with county 
and city officials,” said Jack 
Stewart, Emergency Man-
agement Coordinator. “We 
need to be able to respond 
quickly, while making sure 
we are protecting our front-
line personnel and others.” 

The meeting resulted in a 
decision to reestablish the 
Metropolitan Medical Re-
sponse System, which will 
ensure a coordinated effort.

The meeting included rep-
resentatives of Emergency 
Management, the Grand 

Rapids City Manager’s Of-
fice, Grand Rapids Police 
Department, Grand Rap-
ids Fire Department, Kent 
County Health Department, 
Kent County Administra-
tor’s Office, Kent County 
EMS, Spectrum Health, 
Mercy Health Saint Mary’s, 
and Metro Health Hospital. 

“We are working to bring 
all of the right people to the 
table to discuss this emerg-
ing health threat,” said  Greg 
Sundstrom, Grand Rapids 
City Manager. “Knowing 
who to call before an emer-
gency helps us provide the 
most successful response we 
can.” 

The Kent County Health 
Department has provid-
ed guidance to area health 
care providers, based on the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s (CDC) di-
rection. “The region’s top 

emergency and medical pro-
fessionals are making sure 
all providers have the right 
information and tools,” said 
Dan Koorndyk, Chair of the 
Kent County Board of Com-
missioners. “This type of 
cooperation ensures that our 
team is always prepared and 
informed.” 

Area hospitals are con-
tinuously training for the 
unexpected. “We welcome 
the opportunity to work with 
our Kent County partners on 
this issue,” Michael Kramer, 
MD, Spectrum Health Se-
nior Vice President & Chief 
Quality 

Officer. “Spectrum Health 
is committed to providing 
all available assistance to 
our partners to educate and 
protect our community and 
health care workers.” 

“As a community well-



DONALD TIBBE
October 15, 2003

I pray you’ll be our eyes,
And watch us where we go.
I pray we’ll find your light
And Hold it in our hearts.
Help us find a place,
Guide us with your grace,
Give us faith so we’ll be safe.

Sadly missed by his wife, children, grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren

By ronnie mcBrayer

DANcINg, NOT mArchINg
 

chArLES V. DUBrIDgE
Charles V. Dubridge 
85, of Cedar 
Springs, died 
Tuesday, October 
14, 2014 at home 
with his family by 
his side. Charles 
was born July 21, 
1929 in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, 
the son of Henry 
and Mildred (Loree) Dubridge. He served his 
country in the U.S. Army during World War 
II and had been a draftsman at Fridgidaire 
in Greenville, retiring in 1990. His family 
was very important to him and he was a 
great father and grandfather. Surviving are 
his children, Wanda (Roger) Kleinjans, 
Tom (Char) Dubridge, Chuck (Linda) 
Dubridge, Rob (Angel) Dubridge; daughter-
in-law, Ellen Grifhorst; 12 grandchildren; 
10 great-grandchildren; brothers, Robert 
(Bonnie) Dubridge, Leon (Helen) Dubridge; 
sister, Nyra Goetzel; sister-in-law, Dorothy 
Dubridge; nieces and nephews. He was 
preceded in death by his wife, Evah in 2003; 
brothers, Harry, Lynn, Don and Flinton; sister, 
Lucy Vidro. The family will greet friends 
Thursday from 6-8 pm at the Bliss-Witters 
& Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs where 
a Rosary will be recited at 7:30 pm. Mass of 
Christian Burial will be held Friday 11:00 am 
at St. John Paul II Church, Cedar Springs. Rev. 
Fr. Lam Le celebrant. Interment with military 
honors will follow at St. Mary’s Cemetery, 
Sand Lake. Memorial contributions may be 
made to Gentiva Hospice, 2221 Health Dr. 
SW, Wyoming, MI 49519.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

BArry W. hArrOLD
Barry W. 
Harrold 71, of 
Cedar Springs, 
surrounded by 
family went to 
be with our Lord, 
Thursday, October 
9, 2014. Barry was 
born August 5, 
1943 in Latrobe, 
Pennsylvania, the 
son of George and Lillian (Laski) Harrold. 
He served his country for 6 years in the U.S. 
Coast Guard, stationed in Sault Ste. Marie. 
There he met and married Phyllis, his 
loving wife of 51 years. He retired from Old 
Orchard Brands in Sparta, Michigan. Barry 
was a kind and generous man, who gave 
freely of himself to others. His wonderful 
charm was admired and appreciated by all 
who knew and loved him. Surviving are 
his wife, Phyllis (Kravis); children, Darren 
(Wendy) Harrold, Kelly (David) Kivell, 
Faith “Georgie” (Steve) Beeman, Rebecca 
(Isaac) Mallory; seven grandchildren; sister, 
Jackie (Tom) Gibbs. He was preceded in 
death by his parents. The family greeted 
friends from 1:00 pm until time of Memorial 
Mass Monday, October 13, 2014 at 2:00 pm 
at Our Lady of Consolation, Rockford. Rev. 
Fr. Tony Russo presiding. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs.
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Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

Pastor Craig T. Owens
http://craigtowens.com

Worship Every Sunday at 10:30am
810 17 Mile Road, Cedar Springs

at the corner of 17 Mile and Olin Lakes
www.cscalvary.org

(616) 696-8708

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm

Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

























Pastor Steve Lindeman

Sunday ScheduLe:
TWO WOrShiP SerViceS  at 9:00 a.m.
 and 11:30 a.m.

SuPerViSed nurSery care PrOVided
10:00 a.m.  coffee Fellowship downstairs
10:15 a.m.  christian education FOr aLL aGeS

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 5pm
Sunday Youth Group 6:30pm 
Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

F i r s 
b a p t i s t  c h u r c h

of cedar springs

233 S. Main Street
696-1630

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am & 9:30 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays at 3:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

The Church of God Fellowship Group of Michigan

1763 Stumpf Blvd. • Gretna, LA 70056
(504) 367-2005 • www.thecogmi.org

is affiliated with...
Sabbath Services are held the 2nd thru 5th 

Saturdays of the month at the 
Comfort Inn - 4155 28th St. SE. 

Services begin at 1:00 p.m.
Minister Bruce Chapman (616) 636-9209

Keeping theFaith

If a care is too small to be turned 
into a prayer, it is too small to be 

made into a burden.

Casting all your care upon him; for he careth for you.
I Peter 5:7

from God’s little instruction Book- honor Books

From the Pulpit

Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories
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nnouncementAAAAAPILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY

West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery
Sunday School 9:45

WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.
MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

Pastor: Robert Eckert
sunday Worship: 10 aM

Bible study: 11:15 aM Monday

enhance fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
www.coumc.com

St. John Paul II Parish
Roman Catholic Faith Community
3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30pm • Sundays at 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

     Pioneer Christian Reformed Church 
  Services at Cedarfield Community Center 
      3592 17 Mile RD NE (Next to Meijer) 
 Phone: 696-9120  Web: www.pioneercrc.org 
           Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM 
                     Pastor: Jim Alblas   
 

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pastor: Jim Alblas

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

two Services: 
9:30AM & 
11:15AM

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM
www.scwchurch.org

Sundays @ 
9:45 AM 

& 11:15 AM

135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Oak & Grant) | 616.696.2970
w w w. t h e s p ri n g s c h u rc h . i n f o

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 

Hall Rental $65.00 (no alcohol) ~ 
Call Crystal Gould 616-636-5615
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is online 
@ www.cedarspringspost.com

Church Connection
Two Convenient Locations Serving Your Needs 

You Have A Choice… There Is A Difference. 
Grant Chapel 
45 E. Main Street 
Grant, MI 49327 

Phone: (231) 834-5613 

Newaygo Chapel 
226 State Road 

Newaygo, MI 49337 
Phone: (231) 652-5613 

David J. Fields 
Licensed Funeral Director-Owner 

A.J. McKinley 
Licensed Funeral Director-Retired 

Charles M. McKinley 
Licensed Funeral Director 

www.fieldsmckinley.com 

OTTO J. FOrD
Otto J. Ford 91, 
of Cedar Springs, 
died Sunday, 
October 12, 2014 
at Lincoln Square 
Assisted Living, 
Grand Rapids. Otto 
was born May 18, 
1923 in Quincy, 
Michigan, the son 
of Cecil and Luella 
(Newberry) Ford. He served in the U.S. 
Army, in the Pacific Theater, during World 
War II and was a member of the Cedar 
Springs American Legion. Following the 
war he came back to Cedar Springs and 
worked in his father’s gas station on Main 
Street. He also had been an auto mechanic 
for Jack Hough Ford and later worked on 
the grounds crew at the Grand Rapids Golf 
Club. Surviving are his wife, Winifred, 
whom he married on August 14, 1971; 
stepsons, Dean and Deb Parker, Dale and 
Jeny Ransom; grandchildren, Amy Ransom 
and Dana Aspinall, Jason and Cyndi Parker, 
Rick and Rene` Martin, Julie and Bob 
Robinson, Jeremy and Haley Parker; 9 
great-grandchildren; sister, Greta Ackerly; 
sister-in-law, Inez Ford; many nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in death by his 
brother, Lloyd and sister, Marjorie. The 
family will greet friends Friday, October 17 
from 1:00 pm until time of service at 2:00 
pm at Mamrelund Lutheran Church, Kent 
City. Pastor Leonard Dahlgren officiating. 
Interment Elmwood Cemetery, Cedar 
Springs. Memorial contributions may be 
made to Mamrelund Lutheran Food Pantry.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs
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Pastor Kristi J. rhodes  
hILLcrEST cOmmUNITy chUrch

5994 18 mile rd. cedar Springs, mI 49319

PEANUT BUTTEr PEWS
Over the years, I have had the privilege 

of being used by God to help many peo-
ple, marriages, and families through some 
very hard seasons in their lives. Too often, 
people get stuck in a bad place and really 
struggle to find a way out. In many cases, 
some have resigned themselves to give up, 

believing there is no hope.   
As a pastor, my calling is to point them to 

the hope—Jesus Christ—who is the hope of 
the world! There is power in the name of Je-
sus to break every chain and restore hope to 
those who seem stuck in a bad place. Each 
new assignment brings its own challenges, 

but none that God can’t handle, for those 
who will trust him with the outcome in ev-
ery situation.

As I was preparing my most favorite 
sandwich in the whole wide world (Jif pea-
nut butter and almost any flavor of jelly), I 
was meditating on one of the most recent 
victories. I was in awe of God, praising 
Him for His power and thanking Him for 
trusting me with His precious child. I am 
amazed yet again of His amazing power to 
transform relationships for His glory.   

The peanut butter on my sandwiches is 
always quite thick (yum) and I dropped 
the knife in the middle of the peanut butter 
and it stuck there. I got the knife out and 
cleaned the peanut butter off, then the lid to 
the jelly dropped on the peanut butter and 
stuck there. My thoughts went to—“hmm, 
I would like to get stuck in a sea of peanut 
butter.” Then I was reminded of how often 
we can get stuck in a good place, too!

We can get so comfortable in our pea-
nut butter pews that we don’t want to go 
out and reach those who are lost or hurt, 
depressed, confused, or struggling in re-
lationships, stuck in hopelessness. We can 
even become a hindrance to those who do. 
Those who won’t leave their comfort zone 
have lost sight of why the church exists in 

the first place. We dishonor God when we 
refuse to be used to expand His Kingdom.   

When God has redeemed us and healed 
our broken relationships, healed our past 
hurts and scars, restored our dignity, and 
written our names in the Lamb’s book of 
Life, we should be so thankful that we want 
to help others. Just before Peter would ex-
perience the lowest point of his life thus far, 
Jesus told Peter in Luke 22:31-32, “Satan 
has asked to sift you as wheat. But I have 
prayed for you, that your faith may not fail. 
And when you have turned back, strength-
en your brothers.” 

Peter was stuck in the worst place of his 
life—betrayal of his Lord—until he re-
membered Jesus’ words. Jesus’ powerful 
words restored Peter who in turn helped re-
store and strengthen his brothers. Let us be 
found faithful to Jesus’ Great Commission 
to “Go, and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father, 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit and 
teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely, I am with you 
always, to the very end of the age” (Matt. 
28:19).

Publish 
Your

• Birth Announcement 
• Wedding Announcement 
• Engagement 
• Anniversary 
• Congratulations
• In Memory  
• Thank you

*

*

for only $15.00 
without photo

$20.00 with photo
($5.00 per 

additional photo)
50 word limit

*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject 
to additional fees by length.

in 

There is a story about 
two monks walking 
along the road when 
they come to a river. 
A beautiful woman is 

standing there. She can’t figure out how to 
continue her journey. So one of the monks 
picks her up in his arms—something he was 
absolutely forbidden to do, for touching a 
woman was against his vows—and he car-
ries her across to the other side. Then, all 
parties continued on their journey.

After a few hours, the second monk was 
unable to remain silent about this miscon-
duct. He blurts out, “How could you pick 
up that woman? It was against the rules!” 
The first monk replied, “Are you still carry-
ing her around? I put her down hours ago.”

This is an instructive tale about two dif-
ferent approaches to spirituality. One can be 
mastered by a tightly controlled list of “dos 
and don’ts,” or one can move with the spir-
it. While the latter is not without its pitfalls, 
the former is certainly rife with peril. Man-
aging our spiritual lists becomes a heavy, 
taxing burden.

Eugene Peterson, in his paraphrase of the 
Bible called “The Message,” gets right at 
this by casting new light on Jesus’ words 
from Matthew 11: “Are you tired? Worn 
out? Burned out on religion? Come to me. 
You’ll recover your life…Learn the un-

forced rhythms of grace.”
The “unforced rhythms of grace.” I don’t 

think there is a more incomparable phrase, 
and nothing any higher to which anyone 
could aspire: to express the life of faith 
with freedom, harmony, and loving kind-
ness. What liberation; and I’m speaking 
not simply of Peterson’s translation but the 
Christ-infused spirit behind the words.

For the way of Jesus is indeed effusive 
and free-flowing. Nothing about it is co-
ercive, heavy, or manipulative. Jesus does 
not require the imposition of shame, false 
guilt, “sacred” extortion, or browbeating 
to keep people on the path. Maybe that is 
why “rhythm” is such an appropriate word; 
because following Jesus is much more like 
dancing than it is marching.

Do you want to live the free and gracious 
life? Partner with Jesus. Move with him. 
Stay in step with him. When the music of 
mercy plays, follow his lead, and you’ll find 
yourself enjoying faith rather than enduring 
it. Following Jesus leads to recovery, not 
religion; to empowerment, not exhaustion; 
it leads to the laying down of our burdens. 
It leads to grace.

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated colum-
nist, blogger, pastor, and author of multiple 
books. Visit his website at www.ronniemc-
brayer.me.  
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hometown happenings articles are a community service for non-
profit	agencies	only.	Due	to	popular	demand	for	placement	in	this	
section,	we	can	no	longer	run	all	articles.	Deadline	for	articles	is	
monday at 5 p.m. this is not guaranteed space. articles will run as 
space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions 
may apply. You now can email your hometown happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeek

eClipse - continues on page 13

Gun Show
Guns • Knives • Sporting Goods

Sunday, October 26, 2014 
9am-3pm

HOward City VFw
P.O. Box 308 / 1001 S. Ensley, Howard City

Admission - $5.00 Children 12 and under FREE
Vendors - $15.00 per table

Raffle Prize
Ruger 10/22 Carbine
Camouflage Barrel & Stock
tickets $1.00, 6 for $5.00 

Need not be present to win

Contact Bill Johnson for tables at 231-937-4122

• Buy • Sell • Trade

Kitchen will be open!

Kent theatre
DIGITAL Movies at the

now Showing

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 9

ShowtimeS:  
Friday: 6PM • 9PM 

Saturday: 
3PM • 6PM • 9PM

sunday:  3PM • 6PM

coming Soon:

DIGITAL Movie Tickets ONLY $3.00

october 
17, 18 & 19

oct. 31 - nov. 2

actors del arte presents

Way
of theWolf

nov. 7 & 8

on Stage

St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Ladies Guild 

St. Peter’s Lutheran 
Ladies Guild 

is sponsoring their 
Craft & Home 
Business sale 

saturday, 
october 18, 2014. 
Stop in at St. Peter’s 
Lutheran Church, 

310 East Division St., 
Rockford between 

9AM - 3PM.
PuBliC WelCome

free admission

OutdOOrs

24-Hour 
Deer 

Drop-Off 
During 
Season

Nice Job 
Rodney!

RODNEY!!

YES, DEER

Yes, Deer?

Hey Honey,  
I got a DEER!

Get the kitchen table 

cleaned off - we are 

going to cut up the 
deer tonight.

Take the deer to
KELLY’S or LEAVE 
it in the WOODS!

www.kellysdeerprocessing.com
FREE DEER PROCESSING FOR “SPORTSMEN AGAINST HUNGER”
19077 12 Mile Road • Big Rapids, MI 49307 • (231) 796-5414

Take it to Kelly’s! 
Don’t bring it home!

Also visit our Greenville location Public Warehouse 
for the same great deals - 1205 W.  Washington St. • Greenville

roWland’s
surPlus outlet

Muskegon St.
Cedar Springs

616-696-9716
We’ve got what you need this Fall!

tarPs

camo 
clothing 
for the whole 

Family

halloWeen
suPPlies

Yard 
clean-uP 

tools

Cedar Springs man 
among those honored 
by DNR
DNR honors longtime hunter education 
instructors for volunteer service

For nearly 70 years, Michigan has conducted hunter edu-
cation classes, teaching new hunters firearms safety and the 
regulations behind having a safe and successful hunt. This 
year, the Department of Natural Resources has honored 
those longtime instructors who have been with the program 
more than 40 years with special recognition, including one 
from Cedar Springs. They have been honored at a series of 
Natural Resources Commission meetings.

“Our hunter education program has trained over 1 mil-
lion hunters since its start in 1946 and currently trains about 
20,000 students a year,” said DNR Director Keith Creagh. 
“We could not do this without the help of our hunter edu-
cation instructors who volunteer because of their love of 
the outdoors and their deep interest in passing that interest 
along to the next generation of conservation leaders.”

There are at least 40 active hunter education instruc-
tors who have more than 40 years of service to the pro-
gram, including Charles Duncan, of Bay City, who is the 
longest-serving instructor, having volunteered now for 49 
years. Instructors honored at the Oct. 9 NRC meeting in 
Cadillac for their service include:  

James A. Johnson, Houghton Lake (46 years).
John M. Seelman, North Muskegon (44 years).

Pictured here are just four of the more than 40 hunting education instructors statewide honored for 40 years of volunteer service. 
Pictured (L to R) are DNR Director Keith Creagh; instructor James Johnson, Houghton Lake; instructor John Seelman, North 
Muskegon; instructor David Hansen, Cedar Springs; instructor Joseph Primozich, Pentwater; and DNR Law Enforcement Divi-
sion Chief Gary Hagler. 

 David E. Hansen, Cedar Springs (44 years).
 Joseph W. Primozich, Pentwater (43 years).
While having a crop of seasoned, veteran instructors is an 

advantage for Michigan’s hunter education program, there 
also is a need to recruit new instructors for the program in 
all regions of the state, said Lt. Andrew Turner, who man-
ages the DNR’s Law Enforcement Division’s recreational 
safety program. “We greatly appreciate our veteran instruc-
tors who have been with the program for more than 40 
years. If you have an interest in passing along your interest 
in hunting to new hunters, we need you in our program,” 
Turner said. “This is a great way to ensure that the sport you 
enjoy today is enjoyed by future generations of hunters.” 

For more information on Michigan’s hunter education 
program, visit www.michigan.gov/huntereducation.

DNR releases 2014 deer season forecast   

Candy, hot dogs &
baked beans while they last.

Courtland-Oakfield UMC
10295 Myers Lake NE, Rockford, MI

Saturday
October 25

5:30-7:00 PM

Saturday, October 26 • 9am-2pm

Lunch Available

MAMRELUND LUTHERAN CHURCH
COMMUNITY CENTER

4085 Lutheran Church Road • Kent City
Church Office: (616) 887-8873

Crafts On the ‘RidgeCrafts On the ‘Ridge
Many Vendors with Handmade or Homemade Items

Barrier Free Facility
Lots of Parking

$1.00 Admission
Children under 12 FREE

Email: mamrelundlc@gmail.com

25

Rummage Sale
Oct. 16-18: The Sand Lake United Methodist Church, 65 Maple 
St., is hosting a Rummage Sale on Thursday and Friday, October 
16 and 17, from 9 am to 5 pm and October 18, from 9 am to 12 
noon. #42

Garage Sale for CSHS Wrestlers
Oct. 16-18: A garage sale for the Cedar Springs High School 
Wrestlers will be held on Thursday, Friday and Saturday, October 
16, 17 & 18 from 9 am to ?, at 4266 Ives Farm Lane, Cedar 
Springs, off White Creek Ave., north of Russell Rd. Furniture, 
household, clothes. All proceeds to support the CSHS Wrestlers 
upcoming trip to State. #42

Craft and Home Business Sale
Oct. 18: St. Peter’s Lutheran Ladies Guild is sponsoring their 
Craft and Home Business Sale on Saturday, October 18th. Stop in 
at St. Peter’s Lutheran Church, 310 East Division St., Rockford 
between 9 am and 3 pm. Public is welcome. Free Admission. #42

Hayrides at Pioneer Church.
Oct. 18: Join us for hayrides, hotdogs and cider this Saturday 
starting at 6 pm at Pioneer Church. A wagon will travel along our 1 
mile path located at the corner of Algoma and 17 Mile Rd. Follow 
the two track up the hill or enter from the Algoma Ave. driveway. 
Any questions, visit our website: www.pioneercrc.org or give us a 
call at 616-696-9120. #42

Free Movie! “God’s Not Dead”
Oct. 18,19: A very powerful movie, with great explanations and 
scientific research. Free admission, free popcorn, free lemonade 
and reasonable soft drinks. Showing at the Cedar Springs United 
Methodist Church, Fellowship Hall, Saturday October 18th at 3 pm 
and 7 pm and Sunday October 19 at 3 pm. #41,42p

Dinner at the Legion
Oct. 20: American Legion, 80 Main St. Cedar Springs, is hosting 
a Pork Chop dinner on Monday, October 20th, from 5 – 7 pm. 
Included will be mashed potatoes and gravy, stuffing, veggies, 
salad, rolls, dessert and drinks. The cost is $9 for adults, children 
(12 and younger) $4.00. Come and enjoy home cooking. Take out 
is available. 616-696-9160. #42p

Sensational Senses!
Oct. 21: See, hear, smell, touch, taste! Come join us as we explore 
the world through our five senses! For ages 6 and younger. Tuesday, 
October 21 at 10:30 am at the Sand Lake/ Nelson Township KDL 
Branch, 88 Eighth St. #42

Spectacular Pumpkins and Gourds
Oct. 22: The Greenville Garden Club presents: Spectacular 
Pumpkins and Gourds on Wednesday, October 22 at 7 pm. 
The feature speaker is Julie Glover, a member of the Michigan 
Gourd Society and the Gourd Society of America. She will share 

techniques for carving, painting and preparing gourds. Public is 
welcome. Greenville Area Community Center, 900 Kent Rd. For 
more information call 616-754-9163. #42

Free Money Management Classes
Oct. 22: “Plan your Financial Future” classes are Oct. 22 and 29 
from 6 to 9 pm in room G129 in the Stanley and Blanche Ash 
Technology and Learning Center on Montcalm Community 
College’s Greenville campus. Registration is free by calling 616-
754-7706. #42

MCC’s Haunted Indoor Forest
Oct. 24,25: Montcalm Community College’s Art Club hosts it 
Haunted Indoor Forest from 6 to 8 pm on October 24 and 25 in the 
Instruction North Building on the college’s Sidney campus. A $2 
donation is suggested for admission. #42

Pumpkin Walk and Carving
Oct. 25: Pumpkin carving and trail walk at Howard Christensen 
Nature Center. $8 per person (includes one pumpkin). The evening 
begins at 5 pm at the Red Pine Center with pumpkin carving and 
pumpkin carving contest. Prizes for 1st, 2nd and 3rd place. After 
carving and judging, the pumpkins will be lit and laid out along 
a trail where a pumpkin lit trail walk will take place. Event lasts 
until approximately 8:30 pm. 16160 Red Pine Dr., Kent City. 616-
675-3158. #42,43

Harvest Brains at KDL
Oct. 25: Save your brains! Build a survival bag, practice your aim, 
and learn what it takes to stay alive during a zombie apocalypse. 
Saturday, October 25 at 1:30 pm at the Sand Lake/ Nelson 
Township KDL Branch, 88 Eighth Street. For teens, grades 6-12. 
#42

Exotic Pet Bird Fair and Expo
Oct. 25: The Great Lakes Avicultural Society’s 38th Annual Exotic 
Pet Bird Fair and Expo will take place on Saturday, October 25 
from 10 am to 4 pm at the 28th Street Showplace, 1256 28th St. SW 
Wyoming, Michigan. This is the largest bird fair in west Michigan 
and features birds for sale, toys, cages, food and other supplies. 
There will also be raffles, a bake sale, and educational displays 
about companion birds and their proper care. NO birds may be 
brought in by the general public. For more info: 616-361-0140 or 
email mawtiel@aol.com. #42

The saga of the sewing machine ad

The following is an ad from a newspaper that appeared 
four days in a row—the last three hopelessly trying to 
correct the first day’s mistake.

Monday: For sale: R. D. Jones has one sewing ma-
chine for sale.  Phone 948-0707 after 7 p.m. and ask for 
Mrs. Kelly who lives with him cheap.

Tuesday: Notice: We regret having erred in 
R. D. Jones’ ad yesterday. It should have read “One sew-
ing machine for sale cheap. Phone 948-0707 and ask for 
Mrs. Kelly, who lives with him after 7 p.m.”

Wednesday: Notice: R. D. Jones has informed us that 
he has received several annoying telephone calls because 
of the error we made in the classified ad yesterday. The 
ad stands correct as follows: “For sale: R. D. Jones has 
one sewing machine for sale. Cheap. Phone 948-0707 
after 7 p.m. and ask for Mrs. Kelly who loves with him.”

Thursday: Notice: I, R. D. Jones, have no sewing ma-
chine for sale. I intentionally broke it. Don’t call 948-
0707 as I have had the phone disconnected. I have not 
been carrying on with Mrs. Kelly. Until yesterday she 
was my housekeeper, but she has now quit.

Elvis meets Tom Jones 
Tribute Performance 
Saturday, October 18, 7 p.m. Rockford American Legion

Come enjoy a night of fun at the Rockford American Legion, 330 Rockford Park 
Drive, on Saturday, October 18, when the international award-winning performer 
Irv Cass does his Elvis meets Tom Jones Tribute Performance at 7 p.m.

Irv Cass has performed at places such as; House of Blues, Chicago, IL, Las 
Vegas Hilton, The Stratosphere, Las Vegas, NV, Hippodrome, Montreal, Quebec, 
Canada, Halifax, Nova Scotia, Canada, Elvis Birthday Tribute, Star, Plaza, Mer-
rillville, IN, and Vancouver, British Fest, Ontario, Canada.

Doors open at 6 p.m. Reserved VIP seats are $15, general admission $10. Call 
866-2001 for more information and/or to purchase tickets. 

Zombies take over Grand Rapids 
October 25 - Halloween nighttime 5K race is one of only a few in the U.S.

The 3rd annual Zombie 
Dash will be held Saturday, 

October 25, 2014, at Ah-
Nab-Awen Park in down-

town Grand Rapids. The 
run, with waves from 6:30 
to 7:00 p.m., features a 5K 
course along the Grand Riv-
er, including “Apocalypse 
Avenue,” full of junked cars 
and “Kill Hill,” a challeng-
ing climb up the tallest hill 

in Grand Rapids. 
“It’s a 5K run at night, but 

it is definitely more than just 
a run,” said Mark VanTon-
geren, co-owner and race di-
rector of Michigan Adven-
ture Racing LLC. “Its part 
run, part obstacle course and 
part haunted house.” 

The race pits survivors 
against the undead in a 5K 
run occurring between 6:30 
and 7:00 p.m. Runners 
follow a course along the 
Grand River. “Runners have 
three flag-football life strips 
to keep from the zombies, 
and each strip they keep 
gets them a minute shaved 
off their time,” said VanTon-
geren. “The runners have 
the most fun at Apocalypse 
Avenue. We drag in old cars 
and have the zombies on the 
cars. Over 100 of our 350 

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By ranger steve mueller

Lunar Eclipse

The Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
today announced that its 
annual deer season fore-
cast (2014 Deer Hunting 
Prospects) is now available 
online. DNR deer program 
biologists predict that hunt-
ers this season will see sim-
ilar success rates as in 2013. 
The forecast is designed to 
give hunters a better idea of 
what to expect in the woods 
this season and includes:

Regional information 
breakdowns for the Up-
per Peninsula, the northern 
Lower Peninsula and the 
southern Lower Peninsula.

An overview of import-
ant changes for this license 
year, including information 
on multiple-year deer regu-

lations, the new hunting and 
fishing license options, deer 
management unit boundar-
ies for southern Michigan, 
and more.

Updates on wildlife 
health and diseases.

To acces the forecast, go 
to www.michigan.gov/dnr 
then click on hunting & 
trapping, then click on big 
game. Scroll down the page 
to the white-tailed deer sec-
tion and click on 2014 deer 

season forecast.
For more tips and infor-

mation on having a safe, 
successful deer season (in-
cluding location of deer-
check stations, antler point 
restriction FAQs and hunt-
ing digests), visit the DNR 
website www.michigan.
gov/deer.

Weekly Fishing Tip: 
How to catch muskellunge when others can’t

For many anglers mus-
kellunge can be quite elu-
sive, but having a few tips 
in your back pocket can 
make your trips more suc-
cessful.

The first thing to consid-
er is the type of lure you 
might use. Many experts 
recommend using a jerk-
bait-style lure to trigger 
vertical follows. 

The next item to consider 
is where you might look for 
muskellunge. Always be 
looking for cover, includ-

ing weed patches or downed trees – these are prime spots 
for this species to linger. 

Lastly, don’t be afraid to focus your fishing time to late 
afternoon/early evening. These dusty hours can produce 
some quality opportunities.

For even more information on fishing for muskellunge, 
check out their Michigan Fish and How to Catch Them page 
at www.michigan.gov/dnr. Click on fishing, then “fishing in 
Michigan,” then “Michigan fish and how to catch them.”

It was one of those rare oc-
casions when the Earth Sun 
and Moon aligned in a straight 
line. This does not occur every 
month so we do not experience 
eclipses often. If astronauts 
were on the moon, they would 
have witnessed a total solar 
eclipse while we watched the 
lunar eclipse. Earth cast its 
shadow on the moon when it 
was directly between Sun and 
Moon. 

The Earth hides the moon 
rapidly unless one is too hur-

ried to watch. Our patience is 
tried with the hurried business 
of our lives. I look forward to 
vacations when time is taken 
to contemplate the world and 
nature niches. It takes three 
days to slow down and shift 
my focus from work and home 
obligations. 

One visitor joined me to 
see the eclipsing moon. He 
was having difficulty locating 
it and thanked me for being 
present. His arrival came when 
the upper right moon was just 

already starting to whiten. He 
thought it would was to be a 
blood moon. I commented that 
had already come and gone.
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Making a Difference in the Things that Matter

Creative Technologies Academy

Peace of mind is priceless.
But it costs just $39 a year.

Membershipmakes a great gift for aloved one.

5Star Device $39.99* ($10 OFF)
One time activation fee $25* (30% OFF)

Care Plan
Just $39 a year protects 
you from out-of-pocket 
ambulance expenses.

*When you sign up for a RAS Care Plan, you will get a 
promotional code for the “Added Value” plan discounts.

www.rockfordambulance.comCall (616) 866-0724                                                 for more information and 
to get the ball rolling.

Enroll Today
You can sign up and pay for the Care Plan 

online right now to get immediate protection 
for you and your family. 

Just go to www.rockfordambulance.com
and click on “Care Plan.”

Why 5Star Urgent Response?
GPS enabled 5Star device 

Simply press the button anytime you need help 
and you’re connected to Th e 5Star 

—or press and hold to 
connect to 9-1-1 directly.

Now Off ering our 
“Added Value” Plan

5Star Urgent Response
YOUR COMMUNITY NONPROFIT PARAMEDIC AMBULANCE SERVICE

55S5S5S

Special Off er

for our

Care Plan

Members!

CTA Calendar
October  18 Cross Country – Michigan Class  
  “D” State Championship

 18 1st Annual Harvest Festival – 3-6 pm  
 (PA sponsored)

 18 Harvest Festival Dance – 6-9 pm

 21-23 Student Led Parent Teacher   
  Conferences (required of all   
  students and parents)

 23 Wall of Honor Recognition – 2 pm  
  CTA Auditorium

 24 Student Early Release – (2 hours  
   early)
  K-5 Dismissal at 12:55 pm
  6-12 Dismissal at 1:06 pm

 30 Cross Country Banquet and   
  Awards – 6 pm

November 3  Parent/Superintendent Town Hall  
  Meeting – 6 pm

 7  Student Early Release – (2 hours  
  early)
  K-5 Dismissal at 12:55 pm
   6-12 Dismissal at 1:06 pm

 14 End of 1st Trimester (54 days)

 21  Student Early Release – (2 hours  
  early)
  K-5 Dismissal at 12:55 pm
   6-12 Dismissal at 1:06 pm

 26-28 No School for Students and Staff  
  (Thanksgiving Break)

Creative Technologies Academy 
  2nd Annual 

Artisan Craft Fair  
Saturday December 6, 2014 

Vendor space available for Artisan Crafters 
$25.00 for an 8’ table, or $40.00 for 2 tables.  

 Space is limited so hurry and reserve yours today!

All proceeds from vendor space rentals 
support school enrichment programs.

Please contact: Sherry Fisk for further information.
Phone: (231)937-4050

email: sdzssne@frontier.com

A Great Week for the Chargers

K-5 News
The 2014-2015 school year has started with 

some changes and additions, but CTA Elementary 
is stronger than ever. We welcomed new teach-
ers for third and fourth grade. Mrs. Kayla Camp-
bell is our new amazing third grade teacher and 
Miss Kristi Norman is our new outstanding fourth 
grade teacher. We also have a long term substitute 
teacher for fifth grade, Mrs. Miranda Harwood, 
who is filling in for Mrs. Kate Norman while she 
is out on maternity leave. Our CTA family sends a big welcome to these teachers.

With these changes and additions, CTA Elementary has had a fantastic start to the 2014-2015 school year! We have 
wonderful returning and new students and families. This year is shaping-up to be one for the record books! As a school, 
we have decided to focus on four key features of our character education program this year: Be safe, be responsible, be 
respectful, and be accountable; the fourth key feature is new to us this year. All students and teachers have agreed to follow 
these traits when at school and beyond. To honor this pledge, each student and teacher signed the “WE ARE CHARGERS” 
board pictured below. 

Creative Technologies Academy
8th Semi-Annual

Parent/Superintendent 
Town Hall Meeting

Monday, November 3, 2014
6:00 – 7:00 PM – Town Hall Meeting

(Child care provided)
•	A	 time	 for	 information	and	discussion	of	CTA	policies	and	

programs and issues that are important to your child’s 
education*

•	$100	gas	card	drawing

*Cta administrators and teachers will be available to answer 
any questions about the topics discussed, address any 
concerns of a general nature, and welcome any positive 
feedback on the school year to date.

Mrs. Harwood

The Creative Technologies Academy Cross Country team came in with 
a focused mindset this week, knowing that the state meet was coming up 
soon, and their results certainly showed it. Even without their number one 
runner who missed the race due to an illness, the Chargers performed well 
at the conference championship meet at Riverside Park. Captain Ethan 
Lehman, a sophomore, finished in 8th place overall with a time of 18:53, a 
new lifetime personal record. He and Freshman Les Miner were given all 
conference awards for finishing in the top ten on the season in total points. 
Freshman James Hofstra continued his hot streak by breaking the 20 
minute mark (19:57), with Logan Colter (21:17) and Dawson Armstrong 
(22:36) not far behind. It was quite an impressive day for the boys, fin-
ishing fourth out of six teams, even with Miner, their number one runner.

The girls also had an impressive day, led by 7th grader Zoe Lehman, 
who set a lifetime pr with a time of 24:31. Fellow 7th grader Hannah Hof-
stra finished second for the Chargers (26:28), with senior Olivia Wortz 
(28:49), 8th grader Brin Calkins (lifetime pr 28:54), and Junior Kaleigh 
Keech (lifetime pr 35:05) right on her heels. Just like the boys, the girls 
finished fourth out of six teams in their conference.

Just when Coach Verwey thought his team had their best meet of the 
season, he saw even more progress at the Montabella Invite Friday eve-
ning. The Charger boys finished in 5th place, ahead of teams such as White 
Cloud and Kent City, a true achievement. They placed three runners in 
the top 25 overall, led by Les Miner in fourth place (17:32), Ethan Lehman in 13th place with his second lifetime pr in three 
days (18:50), and James Hofstra in 25th place (19:59). Logan Colter (20:58), Dawson Armstrong (lifetime pr of 21:46), and 
Johnathon LaTourneau (lifetime pr of 25:35) rounded out the top 6 for the Chargers.

The varsity girls competed hard as well, with Olivia Wortz missing her lifetime personal record by only four seconds with 
a time of 28:02, and Junior Kaleigh Keech setting her second straight lilfetime personal record with a time of 34:27.

The Chargers have a full week to rest up before their next race, which will be this weekend for the Michigan Class D State 
Championships. The race is being held in Shepard, MI this upcoming Saturday at Maple Creek Golf Course. Go Chargers!

 

CTA’s Logan Colter passes an opponent.

Mrs. Campbell Ms. Norman

CTA visits Art Prize

Playoff bound!
The Cedar Springs Red Hawks varsity football team 

pulled off a double coup Friday night, October 10, when 
they not only clinched a playoff berth with their sixth 
win, but also took over sole possession of first place in 
the OK Bronze.

The Cedar Springs Red Hawks brought a fearless work 
ethic to their match up with the Huskies of Forest Hills 
Northern. This game was anticipated to be an offensive 
brawl, with both teams averaging 40-plus points a game 
for the season. But things turned out to be completely 
different when both teams’ defenses showed up to spoil 
the offensive festivities.

The game began with a scoreless first quarter and 
an indication of how the entire game would play out. 
Both teams exposed their true identities, with the Hus-
kies showing their spread offense air attack, and the Red 
Hawks bringing their red flannel, relentless, full house 
wing T. 

By the end of the first half, the Red Hawks’ team de-
termination established an 8-point lead that the Huskies 
players had to sit on through the course of their extend-
ed homecoming halftime show that was filled with cor-
vettes and BMWs.

To start the second half, the Huskies tied the game up 
through the air at the end of the third quarter leaving the 
score at 8 to 8 going into the fourth. This had every fan 
in the stadium, including our infamous 12th man—the ca-
mo-clad, Cedar Springs student section—on the edge of 
their seats and screaming for a win. 

In the end, it came down to a fourth and inches play, after 
the Husky defense stopped the Red Hawks on the goal line 
on second and third down. Red Hawk quarterback Collin 
Alvesteffer beat the Huskies’ defense to the end zone pylon 
to make the score 14 to 8, with just a few minutes to go in 
the game. 

The Huskies then pulled out all the stops through the 
air and on the ground, in an attempt to keep their grip on 
the OK Bronze Conference title. Then came the final play 
for the Huskies, when the pass by Forest Hills Northern 
quarterback, Jake Martin, found the hands of Red Hawk 
defender, Collin Alvesteffer, which sealed the game for the 
Red Hawks! 

Please join us for our 3rd Annual Pink game this Friday, 
October 17, when the Red Hawks face the Greenville Yel-
low Jackets at Red Hawk stadium at 7:00 p.m. Please come 
out and support your Red Hawks!

Be the referee
By	Mark	Uyl,	Asst.	Director,	MHSAA

Automatic first downs 

Lane Gott on the tackle for the Red Hawks.

Photo by K. Alvesteffer.Red Hawk quarterback Collin Alvesteffer dives into the endzone with the game-winning touchdown. 

Red Hawk MavRick Cotten brings down the ball carrier.

Today we are going to 
talk about one of the biggest 
rule difference areas in high 
school football, from those 
rules used in college and 
pro games, and that deals 
with automatic first downs. 

When watching that col-
lege game on Saturday or 
the pro game on Sunday, all 

of us know there are several 
defensive fouls that give the 
offense an automatic first 
down. However, under high 
school rules, the opposite is 
true most of the time. 

The only high school 
fouls that result in an au-
tomatic first down for the 
offense are the roughing 
fouls—roughing the pass-

er, the kicker, the holder 
and the long snapper. Fouls 
such as defensive pass in-
terference or any other per-
sonal foul do not bring an 
automatic first down under 
high school rules.  

Be the Referee is a weekly 
message from the Michigan 
High School Athletics Asso-
ciation that is designed to 
help educate people on the 
rules in different sports, to 
help them better understand 
the art of officiating, and to 
recruit officials.

THE PosT

spOrts
is online @ www.cedarspringspost.com



RFF president 
named to state 
board

Red Flannel Festi-
val president Michele 
Tracy is one of three 
new members elected 
to serve on the Michi-
gan Festivals & Events 
board, a networking 
partner for event plan-
ners, volunteers, ven-
dors and their commu-
nities.

The other two new 
members are Debbie Mikula, Greater Lansing Festival Alli-
ance; and Ashley Rop, Chelsea Area Festival & Events. All 
three will serve on the MFEA Board of Directors for 2015–
2017. 

This was Tracy’s 13th year as Red Flannel Festival presi-
dent. “It’s exciting to be able to represent the Red Flannel 
Festival on a statewide basis!” she said.

MFEA’s mission is to support and promote festivals, fairs, 
events, attractions, suppliers and tourism through educations, 
marketing and networking for the success of members.
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Ask the 
ExpErt

Do you have a question for an expert? Send your question to The 
Cedar Springs POST, P.O. Box 360, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

or email your question to news@cedarspringspost.com (subject: Ask the 
Expert) and we’ll do our best to get your question answered. 

Q:
A:

What advertising helps build a community?

Advertising in the LOCAL newspaper!
Shop LOCAL
Shop YOUR local newspaper!
Support Your Community 
Run Your Ad Here!

The Cedar Springs POST 
NEWSPAPER

Still free but priceless
Covering a community of over 30,000 

residents in northern Kent County.
Check us out @ www.cedarspringspost.com

Contact your Sales Consultant TODAY!
616-696-3655

fax: 616-696-9010
email: sales@cedarspringspost.com36 E. Maple St. | Cedar Springs

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Seth Baker-Donnan 
Financial Advisor 

4027 17 Mile Rd 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 
616-696-9370

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Open Enrollment:  A Great Time to Review Your Retirement Plan
If you work for a medium-to-large company, 

you may now be entering the “open enrollment” 
period — that time of year when you get to 
make changes to your employee benefits. Your 
benefit package can be a big piece of your overall 
financial picture, so you’ll want to make the right 
moves — especially in regard to your employer-
sponsored retirement plan.

Take a close look at your 401(k) or similar 
plan, such as a 403(b), if you work for a school 
or a nonprofit group, or a 457(b), if you work 
for a state or local government. And keep these 
possible moves in mind:

• Boost your contributions. If your salary 
has gone up over the past year, or if you 
just think you have a reasonable “cushion” 
in your disposable income, boost your 
contributions to your employer-sponsored 
retirement plan. Even if you can’t afford to 
contribute the maximum amount — which, 
in 2014, is $17,500, or $23,000 if you’re 50 
or older — to your 401(k) or similar plan, 
try to put in as much as you can afford. 
Remember the key benefits of these plans: 
Your money can grow tax deferred and 
your contributions can lower your annual 
taxable income. (Keep in mind, though, 
that you will eventually be taxed on your 
withdrawals, and any withdrawals you take 
before you reach 59½ may be subject to a 
10% IRS penalty.)

• Don’t miss the match. Try to take full 
advantage of your employer’s matching 
contribution, if one is offered. Your employer 
may match 50% of employee contributions, 
up to the first 6% of your salary. So if you’re 
only deferring 3% of your income, you are 
missing half the match — or leaving money 

“on the table,” so to speak. 
• Rebalance, if necessary. You may be 

able to change the investment mix of 
your employer-sponsored retirement plan 
throughout the year, but you might find 
that the best time to review your holdings 
and rebalance your portfolio is during open 
enrollment, when you’re reviewing all your 
benefit options. Try to determine if your 
investment allocation is still appropriate for 
your needs or if you own some investments 
that are chronically underperforming. And 
always keep in mind the need to diversify. 
Try to spread your money around a variety 
of investments within your plan, with 
the exact percentages of each investment 
depending on your goals, risk tolerance and 
time horizon. As you near retirement, you 
may need to lower your overall risk level, 
but even at this stage of your career, you’ll 
benefit from a diversified portfolio. While 
diversification can’t guarantee a profit or 
protect against loss, it can help reduce the 
impact of volatility on your holdings.

• Review your beneficiary designations. Your 
retirement plan’s beneficiary designations 
are important and, in fact, can even 
supersede the wishes you express in your 
will. So if you experience changes in your 
life — marriage, remarriage, a birth or an 
adoption, etc. — you’ll need to update the 
beneficiary designations on your 401(k) or 
similar plan. It won’t take much time today 
— and it can help prevent a lot of trouble 
tomorrow.

You work hard for the money that goes into 
your retirement plan —so make sure your plan is 
working hard for you.

Q:

Christopher Conflitti
American REO Services

Serving Michigan
616-918-6430

Email- chris@westmireo.com
Website- www.westmireo.comChristopher Conflitti

Does it cost me money to short sale my property (to sell it for less 
than is owed on the mortgage?)
A short sale should not cost you any out of pocket money. In fact, you could possibly get 
money to participate in a short sale. A short sale may even put you in a better financial posi-
tion than prior to the short sale. Most short sale programs now have some type of financial 
incentive for the home owner, especially if it is a principle residence.  Realtors charge a com-
mission that is paid for by the bank (not you.)  There are also non-profits and HUD counselors 
who can help you with foreclosure prevention options for free. The only potential cost you 
could incur is if the bank would not release you from a deficiency balance in the short sale.
Contact your local realtor if you have questions about your specific situation.

A:

Q:
A:

Is it too late to sell my home this year?
 
Fall officially began Sept. 23, but that doesn’t mean you should scrap plans for selling your home 
this year. In fact, October, November and December can actually be good months to sell. Now is the 
time to plan for it if you’ve considered putting your home on the market. Buyers never stop looking. 
A serious buyer is looking at new homes online 24/7, even through the holidays. If the right home 
appears, they’re ready to move. In fact, it could be that buyers in the early winter months are even 
more motivated than buyers in warmer months because there is less going on. They have fewer dis-
tractions and are laser focused on finding a home.  If you’re considering moving, contact your local 
realtor to see how much you can get for your home.  It may be a great time to upgrade or possibly 
downsize to a new home that is right for you.

Why is my car insurance so expensive?Q:
A:

Christopher Conflitti

Christopher Conflitti
Farmers Insurance and 

Financial Services Agent
616-696-8255

Email: chris@conflittiagency.com
Website: www.conflittiagency.com

Contrary to what most people think, the portion of your auto insurance premium you pay that cov-
ers damage to your actual vehicle is relatively small compared to what you’re paying for medical 
and liability/lawsuit portions of your premium. Part of the reason Michigan is so expensive is be-
cause it’s the only state that guarantees unlimited personal injury protection, or PIP. That covers the 
policyholders’ medical costs in case of an accident, no matter who’s at fault.  Michigan is also the 
only state where coverage includes unlimited lifetime medical and rehabilitation benefits.
So, if you’re injured and paralyzed and need physical therapy or medical equipment for the rest of 
your life, that all gets covered by your car insurance policy.  Michigan is a unique No-Fault auto 
insurance State and, in my opinion, in need of serious legislation so insurance companies can pro-
vide good coverages for fair premiums.

Q:

A:

I already have Medicare, is there anything I need to do 
during open enrollment?
YES, during open enrollment you need to review your policies.  This is usually the only time 
you can make changes for the 2015 year.  The Annual Enrollment Period is October 15th thru 
December 7th.  Please do not miss your window to enroll.  It is important to be sure you are not 
paying more than you need to for your plan or out of pocket expenses, such as prescription costs.  
Make sure you’re not missing out on available benefits you need.  Your agent can help you 
shop to get the best coverage possible at a premium that works for you.  Plus, their services are 
usually at no cost to you.  Medical insurance is always changing so make this review a priority 
every year.  Call your local agent today and schedule your free consultation before time runs out.

Cedar Springs Brewing donates to PTO

Cedar Springs Brewing 
Company said they are 
proud to support the Cedar 
Springs PTO’s Walk-A-
Thon, scheduled for Friday, 

October 17. David Ringler, 
owner of the brewery, pre-
sented the PTO with a check 
for $300 on September 19.

More than 2,000 students, 

staff and volunteers partic-
ipate in this walk-a-thon, 
a school-wide fundraising 
event celebrating health, 
fitness & education. Busi-

ness sponsors help provide 
t-shirts for all the students 
that walk. The funds raised 
through walker pledges go 
directly to each school.

Michele Tracy

All about heating and cooling
If you are looking for someone to check 

out your furnace this fall, you might want 
to check out a new business in town—All 
About Heating and Cooling, at 12505 North-
land Drive. 

Greg Gillmer, former owner of All Sea-
sons Heating and Cooling, has 25 years of 
experience, and has had his own business for 
seven years.

All About Heating and Cooling is a full 
service heating and air conditioning com-
pany specializing in installation, design and 
service of heating and cooling systems. They 
work on geothermal, boilers/hot water heat, 
in-floor heat, gas and fuel oil furnaces. They 
service a wide area, from Cedar Springs to 
Muskegon, Carson City, and Big Rapids. 

Give Greg a call at (616) 824-6029.

Fraudulent websites posing as 
green dot moneypak customer 
support

Consumer Advisory 
Certain antifreeze/coolant brands may damage your vehicles

The Michigan Department of Agriculture 
and Rural Development (MDARD) issued 
a Stop-Use and Stop-Removal Order for 
antifreeze/coolant manufactured, packaged, 
and/or distributed prior to September 11, 
2014, by the following Detroit, Michigan, 
companies after finding the products may 
cause damage to vehicle engines:

•  State Petroleum 1 Inc.
•  Petro-Zone and Dual-Temp, LLC
•  Omni PPG, Inc.
 These products are sold under the Pet-

ro Zone Smart, Petro Zone and Ice Shield 
XXX brands.

As part of a several-month investigation, 
MDARD discovered the antifreeze/cool-
ants being sold by these companies do not 
meet the labeled freeze points stated on the 
labels.

“When products don’t meet their labeled 
freeze points, they can cause lasting dam-
age to vehicles. So, it’s vital consumers and 
businesses stop using or selling these prod-
ucts immediately,” said Jamie Clover Ad-
ams, MDARD Director. “This company is 
selling a sub-standard product. MDARD’s 
Stop-Use and Stop-Removal Order not 

only ensures that Michigan’s consumers 
and businesses are getting what they pay 
for, but helps prevent long-term damage to 
their vehicles.”

The Stop-Use and Stop-Removal Orders 
prohibit the sale, offering for sale, or use 
of these antifreeze/coolants manufactured, 
packaged, and/or distributed by these com-
panies.

These products should:
•  No longer be used.
•  Immediately be removed from store 

shelves or other product displays.
•  No longer be offered for sale.
The products may be properly disposed 

of in accordance with local ordinances, tak-
en to a facility that recycles antifreeze/cool-
ant, or consumers may contact the company 
directly.    

Complaints can be made to:
Michigan Department of Agriculture and 

Rural Development
Consumer Protection Section
940 Venture Lane
Williamston, MI 48895
Toll-free: 800-632-3835
Fax: 517-655-8303

The FBI Internet Crime 
Complaint Center (IC3) has 
received numerous com-
plaints reporting fraudulent 
websites posing as Mon-
eyPak customer support. 
MoneyPak is a non-reload-
able, prepaid product of-
fered by Green Dot.

Complaints indicate vic-
tims locate the websites 
via internet search engines. 
Interaction between the 
victims and the fraudulent 
customer support generally 
occurs via telephone. The 
IC3 has noticed different 
variations of this scam.

One: The victim is seek-

ing a refund from an already 
purchased MoneyPak card 
and contacts the informa-
tion listed on the website. 
A customer service “repre-
sentative” will ask the caller 
to provide the identification 
number of the prepaid card.

For example:  The victim 
loaded funds onto a Mon-
eyPak card and now wishes 
to receive a refund of those 
funds off of the prepaid 
card. The representative 
will ask for the prepaid card 
number and a credit card or 
checking account number 
to which the refund can be 
processed. At this point, the 
scammer has access to the 
funds on the prepaid card 
and the victim’s personal 

account.
Two: Victim seeks sup-

port in connection with loss 
from other possible scams. 
The representative will in-
struct the caller to reload 
the card with additional 
funds equal to the previous-
ly lost amount.

For example: The victim 
lost $500 from their Mon-
eyPak card to a separate 
scam and is seeking a re-
fund to the card. The rep-
resentative will instruct the 
victim to load an additional 
$500 to the card. The repre-
sentative states “reloading 
is the only way to process 
the refund,” and the card 
will be refunded the full 

$1,000. Should the victim refuse to reload 
the card, the representative will promptly 
disconnect the call.

In most complaints, victims are given a 
tracking or confirmation number in connec-
tion with their call and report to be placed 
on hold for a length of time while the repre-
sentative claims to be researching the prob-
lem regarding the card in question. In all 
complaints, any funds available on the card 
are drained while the victim is on hold or 
immediately after the call is disconnected.
Consumer protection

Consumers should only use the website 
and phone number listed on the back of 
the MoneyPak prepaid cards. MoneyPak 
customer support can only be accessed by 
email request via the website’s online por-
tal. The phone number listed on the back of 
MoneyPak cards is for adding funds to an 
existing prepaid card. Green Dot customer 
service publicizes a customer service num-
ber; however, this number will not provide 
assistance with MoneyPak.

Currently identified fraudulent websites 
are not secured websites (http).The Money-
Pak customer support website is a secured 
website (https) and does not require person-
al (date of birth, social security number) to 
reload a card, add money to PayPal or make 
payments to authorized partners. Prepaid 
card information is needed to reload a pre-
paid card on the valid MoneyPak website. 
Visit https://www.moneypak.com/ for more 
information.

Filing a complaint
Individuals who believe they be a victim 

of a “MoneyPak Support” scam can file 
with the IC3 at http://www.ic3.gov. Please 
be as descriptive as possible, including pre-
paid card/account numbers affected and 
contact information of support “represen-
tatives.”

Because scams and fraudulent websites 
appear very quickly, individuals are encour-
aged to report possible internet scams and 
fraudulent websites by filing a complaint 
with the IC3 at http://www.ic3.gov.

Additional information from moneypak.1

Tips on how to protect yourself 
from fraud:2

• Never give your MoneyPak number to 
someone you don’t know.

• Never give receipt information about 
your MoneyPak purchase to another 
party.

• Use your MoneyPak only to reload 
your prepaid cards or accounts you 
control.

• Refuse any offer that asks you to buy 
a MoneyPak and share the number or 
receipt information by email or phone.

• To use your MoneyPak with PayPal or 
eBay or other online merchants, trans-
fer the money to your PayPal account 
before you pay the merchant. Don’t 
email your MoneyPak number directly 
to any merchant.

• Unless it’s an approved MoneyPak 
partner, don’t use MoneyPak for any 
offer that requires you to pay before 
you get the item.

1.https://www.moneypak.com/ 
2.https://www.moneypak.com/ProtectYour-
Money.aspx/
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Chapter 
to have the outside shell enclosed before the 
weather slows us down,” explained Ringler.

The project involves new construction of 
a 5,700 sq. ft. steel, brick and glass build-
ing, along with an outdoor biergarden, pro-
viding a beautiful environment along the 
White Pine Trail trailhead in Cedar Springs. 
The site is oriented to provide room for fu-
ture growth of the brewery. The design fea-
tures large windows allowing for natural 
light in the dining facility, along with both 
traditional American and traditional Euro-
pean-style seating. The concept is intended 
to complement the surrounding buildings 
on Main Street and provide a gateway to 
the north for future growth. The exterior 
treatments (international-style flags, signs 
and open-air spaces) are designed to attract 
visitors and become a focal point of Main 
Street. 

The brewery/restaurant will feature a 
variety of craft beers, focusing on Ger-
man styles along with a full food menu, 
in-house made spirits, wine and non-al-
coholic beverages. Ringler (a.k.a “Direc-
tor of Happiness”) lived in Germany for 

four years where he apprenticed with lo-
cal brewmasters. After leaving Germany, 
Ringler continued his brewing education 
at the renowned Seibel Institute of Brew-
ing Science in Chicago. In 2013, Ringler 
began the formal process in Cedar Springs 
and received all permits and approvals to 
proceed. “This project is the result of a near 
25-year dream,” said Ringler. “Our final ap-
proval was both a relief and a thrill. This is 
the culmination of a long process and the 
start of another. We’ve been encouraged by 
the wonderful support we’ve received from 
the town of Cedar Springs and we are ready 
to serve this community upon completion 
of construction.” Ringler added that he be-
lieves with continued support of the local 
community that this project will serve as a 
catalyst for future growth, development and 
jobs in Cedar Springs. 

 “We know there are many excellent 
brewers in Michigan and we look forward 
to being a part of that. We’ve done a lot of 
research into the atmosphere, menu and ex-
perience most craft beer fans hope for when 
visiting a brewpub. We are confident in our 
understanding of our audience and we are 
proud of our entire menu. We hope locals 
and visitors will love Cedar Springs Brew-
ing Company and we are honored to have 
the support of Cedar Springs as we move 
forward,” said Ringler. 

known for its collaboration, West Michigan’s 
health care providers and key stakeholders 
are preparing as best as we can, focusing 
on education, awareness and monitoring to 
prevent Ebola from occurring within our re-
gion,” said Mary Neuman, RN, BSN, MM, 
CIC, Director of Infection Control at Mer-
cy Health Saint Mary’s. “All these pieces to 
keep our community safe will require con-
stant and open communication among our 
health care systems.” 

“By working together with the Kent Coun-
ty Health Department and area hospitals and 
using CDC guidelines, we are able to share 
best practices that truly benefit our commu-
nity,” said Svetlana Dembitskaya, Metro 
Health chief operating officer. “Our commu-
nity can rest assured that we are working to-
gether to provide the high quality care West 

Michigan residents expect and deserve.” 
Ebola is a severe, often fatal disease in hu-

mans. The CDC continues to issue regular 
updates to state and local authorities. The 
outbreak continues to affect several coun-
tries in West Africa: Sierra Leone, Guinea, 
and Liberia. 

Currently, those at highest risk include 
healthcare workers and the family and 
friends of a person infected with Ebola. A 
person infected with Ebola is not contagious 
until symptoms appear, which can take up 
to 21 days. 

Signs and symptoms of Ebola are flu-like 
in nature. They typically include: 

Fever (greater than 38.6°C or 101.5°F) 
Severe headache 
Muscle pain 
Vomiting 
Diarrhea 
Stomach pain 
Unexplained bleeding or bruising 
No one in Kent County has met the criteria 

for testing at this time, and no cases of Ebola 
have been confirmed in Michigan. 

...continued from page 2
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The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 
words. The subject should be relevant to local read-
ers, and the editor reserves the right to reject letters 
or edit for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and li-
ability concerns. All submissions MUST be accompa-
nied by full name, mailing address and daytime phone 
number. We use this information to verify the letter’s 
authenticity. We do not print anonymous letters, or 
acknowledge letters we do not use. Email to news@
cedarspringspost.com, or send to PostScripts, Cedar 
Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.
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Crackdown

Zombies
...continued from page 6

LegaL 
NOTICeS

Summary of the Regular 
Meeting of the 

Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, October 9, 2014

7:00 p.m.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The Meeting was called to order by Mayor Mark 
Fankhauser at 7:00 p.m.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Six councilmembers were present.
Six individuals spoke during the Public Forum.
Public hearings were held on an Industrial Facil-
ities Exemption Certificate as requested by CS 
Tool Engineering and on Ordinance No. 189, an 
ordinance to amend the City Code by adding a 
new article to Appendix A to be designated as Ar-
ticle IV, Section 1 through XVI entitled “Uniform 
Video Service Local Franchise Agreement.”
The agenda was approved with the addition of 
adding a Closed Session for the purpose of dis-
cussing the City Manager performance evalua-
tion as requested by the City Manager.
The consent agenda was approved.
Correspondence was heard.
The Mayor read a proclamation recognizing retir-
ing councilor Ken Benham,
The Mayor read a letter from the State Bureau 
of Elections dismissing a complaint filed by Mark 
Laws against the City Council, City Manager and 
City Attorney alleging a violation of the Michigan 
Campaign Finance Act.
A presentation was heard regarding plans for an 
amphitheater.
The following motions were approved:  a con-
tract with the Kent County Sheriff’s Department 
for police services; permission for Trout Unlimited 
to perform wetland restoration at identified City 
sites; to draft a letter of support for grant appli-
cations for Trout Unlimited; a $2,000.00 match 
for Trout Unlimited grant applications; Ordinance 
No. 189 amending the City Code by adding a 
new article to Appendix A designated as Article 
IV, Section 1 through XVI, entitled the Uniform 
Video Service Local Franchise Agreement as an 
emergency ordinance and  a bid from Brechting 
Concrete to replace the driveway into the shop 
area of City Hall.
The following were denied:  a request from Big 
Boy restaurant to waive the late fees for the 
September utility billing cycle; approval of the 
Industrial Facilities Tax Advisory Committee’s 
recommendation to deny an Industrial Facilities 
Tax Exemption for CS Tool Engineering and a re-
quest for 15 minute parking on Main Street.
Resolution No. 214 – 32, appointing election in-
spectors for the November 4, 2014 election was 
approved.
Discussion took place regarding City-owned 
property available for economic development.

The Council adjourned to Closed Session at 
11:12 p.m.
The Council returned to Open Session at 12:01 
a.m.
Mayor Fankhauser reported on the overall rating 
of the City Manager’s evaluation.
The City Manager’s and Department Reports 
were heard.
Council Comments were heard.
The meeting adjourned at 12:06 a.m.
A complete copy of the minutes is available in the 
office of the City Clerk and will be published on 
the City’s website:  www.cityofcedarsprings.org 
upon approval.

Dated:  Oct. 16, 2014  Linda Christensen
City Clerk

616.696.1330

Public Notice
city of cedar Springs 

The Cedar Springs City Council has approved 
Ordinance No. 189, an ordinance to amend the 
City Code by adding a new article to Appendix A 
which shall be designated as Article IV, Section 1 
through XVI, entitled Uniform Video Service Lo-
cal Franchise Agreement.

This ordinance acknowledges a franchise op-
erating agreement between the City of Cedar 
Springs and Michigan Bell Telephone Company.  
This ordinance was adopted as an emergency 
ordinance and will go into effect October 16, 
2014.

A complete copy of the ordinance is available in 
the office of the City Clerk.

Dated:  Oct. 16, 2014  Linda Christensen
City Clerk

616.696.1330

Public 
Notice

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Public 
Accuracy Test for the November 4, 2014 
General Election has been scheduled for 2:00 
PM Wednesday, October 22, 2014 in the Solon 
Township Hall at 15185 Algoma Avenue NE, 
Cedar Springs, Michigan.

The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to 
determine that the program and computer being 
used to tabulate the results of the election counts 
the votes in the manner prescribed by law.

Dated: Oct. 16, 2014 Mary Lou Poulsen
Solon Township Clerk

zombies are in that area and the runners have to dodge them.”
The race takes place from sunset to darkness. Those begin-

ning before sunset can almost make it home before dark if 
they are quick. Survivors at later start times will race as dark-
ness falls. Runners in later waves will be required to wear a 
headlamp or flashlight for safety. 

You can register as either a runner or a zombie. The cost 
for runners is $45 (kids 10 and under free with parent/guard-
ian) and zombies “eat” for free (or $15 if they want the shirt). 
For info and deadlines to register, go to http://thezombie-
dash.com.

The charity partner for this race is the Michigan Blood 
Stem Cell Program, which educates the public about the im-
portance of the Be The Match registry and marrow/stem cell 
donation. Last year there were over 1,200 runners and 350 
zombies who participated. $5,000 was raised for Michigan 
Blood’s Stem Cell Program. 

“We are very honored that Michigan Adventure Racing 
has chosen us (Michigan Blood’s Stem Cell Program) again 
this year and are donating part of the proceeds to help us 
add more donors to the Be The Match registry,” said Ka-
tie McClain, Stem Cell Recruitment Specialist and Be The 
Match Representative at Michigan Blood.  “Only 55 percent 
of sick people find a match, so adding more to the registry 
will help find more matches, give hope, and ultimately save 
lives. Through recruitment efforts at last year’s race, a do-
nor was matched with a 10-year-old boy needing a stem cell 
transplant which saved his life.”

Watching the entire drama offers more than the great moments 
captured with a camera. The news showed pictures through am-
ateur telescopes that were better than seen with the naked eye or 
binoculars but watching the progression exceeds the best still im-
ages.

Darkness began at the lower moon a gradually swept upward 
to the right until the Earth was centered between Sun and Moon. 
During the darkest phase the “blood red” hue was apparent. It 
amazes me how quickly the event comes and goes. Observers 
have a couple hours to enjoy an uncommon celestial event. 

It has only been hundreds of years since Galileo was placed un-
der house arrest for the rest of his life for explaining the science 
behind celestial objects and described that Earth is not the center 
of the universe. A great number of people do not accept scientific 
process or scientific findings because it does not align with what 
they “know” or want to believe. Scientists mathematically predict 
events like the lunar eclipse and it occurs rapidly enough for peo-
ple to watch from beginning to end. Events like extinctions and 
global climate change are not easily observed and many people 
dismiss the evidence as too elusive to accept. In some ways we are 
no different from people of the 16th century.

One beauty of the eclipse is that we watch phases of the moon 
come and go in a couple hours instead of over one month. The 
events simulate the new moon, quarter moons, and full moon. Un-
like the new moon, the arc of darkness is in the opposite direction 
at the beginning, but when the lighted portion begins to show, it 
appears like the new moon. The quarter moons are not divided 
with half dark and half light. Instead we see the arc of Earth’s 
shadow on the moon. Always watch for subtleness in nature.

The use of binoculars allows us to see ridges and craters along 
the edges of the moon. Toward the center we can see light and 
dark portions but the mountainous relief is only apparent near the 
edges. 

Decades ago about 40 people joined me at Kent County’s high-
est elevation at Fisk Knob County Park to observe Haley’s comet. 
The Howard Christensen Nature Center (HCNC) is too wooded 
for good viewing of the horizon just before sunrise. I set up a tele-
scope and many people from the Grand Rapids area arrived to 
witness the once in a lifetime event. Some expected a comet to 
be the size of the moon. Instead it was star-sized with a faint tail. 
I searched the dark sky unsuccessfully. Finally as the darkness of 
night began to fade, Haley’s comet came into view. I described 
the location for those using binoculars and hurriedly encouraged 
all to look through the telescope. They viewed the comet and saw 
its tail. The tail was not easily visible. People said they would not 
have seen it without help.

Check the HCNC web site for program details or better yet visit. 
Real experiences in nature exceed the ease of the internet’s vicar-
ious exposure. Individuals and families getting into nature remind 
us we are a part of nature instead of merely being observers from 
a distance. When immersed in nature, at Ody Brook Nature Sanc-
tuary or HCNC, nature comes alive. 

To cap the enjoyment of another fine day, a yellow-rumped war-
bler was gathering breakfast among dimly lit tree leaves, as the 
dawn arrived at the eclipse conclusion.

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed 
to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at the odybrook@chartermi.net Ody 
Brook, 13010 Northland Dr, Cedar Springs, MI 49319-8433. 616-
696-1753.

Eclipse
...continued from page 7

Nelson Township Library 
millage request

The November 4, 2014 General Election 
ballot for Nelson Township voters will include a request 
for the Nelson Township Library operating millage to be 
restored to the original .5 mills which was approved in 
1987.  Since 1987, the effect of the Headlee Amendment 
has reduced the levy to .3940 mills.  The November ballot 

request is asking for an additional .1068 mills to bring the 
levy back to the original ½ mill. 

Since the construction of the new library in 2007, oper-
ating expenses have continued to rise and millage receipts 
have diminished.  The 2014-15 budget for the library was 
set at $51,400.00. Expenses for the building include util-
ities, insurance, custodial services, grounds maintenance 
and miscellaneous items. 

The reduced millage of 0.3940 mills generates $46,600.00 
annually. Approval of the requested additional 0.1068 mills 
will add $12,718.00 to the dedicated library operating 
funds. At present, the shortage comes out of the township 
general fund. If passed, property owners will pay 11 cents 
per thousand dollars of taxable value or $11 on a home with 
a taxable value of $100,000.

In August, Kent County voters approved a millage re-
quest by the Kent District Library. This money provides 
librarians, programs, books and magazines in both print 
and audio, music, videos, programs, computers and inter-
net access, plus more. The townships in turn must provide a 
facility for the library to operate in and like KDL, our funds 
have remained flat while our costs have increased.

Please vote YES on November 4.

Dorothy Bishop, Nelson Township
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SENIOR 
DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE

Cement & Blockwork

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Cedar 
Heating &

Cooling inC.

6 1 6 - 6 9 6 - 2 5 9 9
ExpEriEncE not guEsswork

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

At your 
service...

CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS
Low Cost Rentals Available
Auto Glass Installation

696-1830
13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

WE INSTALL

Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair
Hours

Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

•Clutches
•Brakes
•Oil Changes
•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

(Q.)  WHAT ADVERTISING HELPS 
BUILD A COMMUNITY?

(A.)  ADVERTISING IN THE 
 LOCAL NEWSPAPER

Shop LOCAL
Shop YOUR local newspaper!
Support Your Community 
Run Your Ad Here!

The Cedar Springs Post 
NEWSPAPER~Still free but priceless
Covering a community of over 30,000 

residents in northern Kent County.
Check us out @ www.cedarspringspost.com

36 E. Maple St. / P.O. Box 370 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319616-696-3655

park, spash pad and playground equipment, campground, 
and fish hatchery.

They have already been working on rain gardens along 
Cedar Creek with Trout Unlimited, and other groups, and 
recently voted to take advantage of a matching 3 to 1 grant 
opportunity. They voted unanimously to pledge  $20,000 
towards Trout Unlimited’s Department of Environmental 
Quality 319 Grant Proposal, which will restore and enhance 
wetlands in downtown Cedar Springs and elsewhere in the 
Rogue River watershed, if funded. The project will look 

to develop future conservation projects in the Rogue Riv-
er watershed, including other wetland restoration projects, 
buffer strip plantings, and other efforts directed at improv-
ing the health of the Rogue. According to the CBDT, the 
grant could be worth $300,000 to $400,000 to the commu-
nity.

The group’s mission is to retain the small-town character 
of Cedar Springs, incorporate natural features, link neigh-
borhoods and people, enhance characteristics that already 
define our community, and make it easy for families, youth, 
senior citizens, organizations, and all community members 
to gather, celebrate and serve each other.

With that in mind, they’ve adopted a railroad theme for 
their group, since two railroads ran through the community 
in its early days. They have chosen an old photo for their 

Improve
...continued from front page 

which also contained an application. The Sheriff Dept. hopes 
to give them an offer of employment by the end of this week. 
The target starting date is November 7. Those officers will 
stay in the Cedar Springs unit unless they decide they want 
to move elsewhere. Many residents did not want to lose their 
officers, and with the offer for the full time officers to stay 
here, residents will still see familiar faces. 

While the part time officers don’t get that same offer, Un-
dersheriff Hess said they have a lot of part time positions 
open. “We have some openings we have purposely kept open 
in case they want to apply,” he explained. He also mentioned 
that there are opportunities for the reserves as well.

The Cedar Springs unit will use the current Cedar Springs 

logo. In it you can see Lute Fullington’s carriage. His livery 
service transported people from the trains to hotels, busi-
nesses, and homes in our area.

The Cedar Springs City Council heard the CBDT’s pre-
sentation, but no agreement has yet been made on whether 
they will allow the ampitheatre to be built there. Holloway 
said that after the library is built, they would try to match 
it in design.

Members of the CBDT are Kurt Mabie, President; Tom 
Mabie, Vice President; Betty Truesdale, Treasurer; Carolee 
Cole, Secretary; and Sue Wolfe, Dale Larson, Sally How-
land, Nick Andres and Tom Holloway, trustees.

The public is invited to attend their meetings the third 
Tuesday of each month at 6 p.m. at the Amish Furniture 
Store, 141 S. Main Street, Cedar Springs.

Sheriff
...continued from front page 

Police offices at City Hall. Officers will begin and end their 
day there. The sergeant will be there daily, five days a week, 
and serve as the supervising officer for the patrol deputies. A 
sector lieutenant will also give oversight to the unit. 

There will be on deputy on patrol each 12-hour shift. If 
Cedar Springs decides they need to add a deputy for a short 
time period, they can do that, but there would be a charge. 

The officers will enforce all the city ordinances, like they 
do now, as well as all other laws. They will also respond to 
private property accidents, help unlock cars, and respond 
anytime an officer is requested, the same way they do now. 
Those were some things Cedar Springs specifically asked for.

All police equipment will be turned over to the KCSD and 
used for half of the allocation costs. The other half are being 
waived for the 5-year agreement.

The agreement can be rescinded anytime with 60 days no-
tice.

The city and the Sheriff Department have worked on this 
agreement for several months. The City Council asked the 

City Manager to look into possibly contracting with the Sher-
iff Department after Police Chief Roger Parent announced 
his retirement earlier this year.

“The City thanks our police officers for their years of ded-
ication to the community, their patience and understanding 
during this difficult time and most importantly, wishes them 
well going forward,” said City Manager Thad Taylor.

This is the first time anything like this has been done in 
Kent County.

“The city manager and the city council took a bold, innova-
tive and progressive step as they seek to collaborate with the 
Sheriff’s Office for law enforcement services,” said Sheriff 
Larry Stelma, who also lives here in Cedar Springs. “I thank 
them for the trust and faith that they have placed with us and 
we look forward to serving the Cedar Springs community.”



Found: Male Blue Heeler mix, 
older dog, wearing a blue collar. 
Found in the area of 17 Mile 
and Fifth Street on September 
9th. Call 616-675-0127. #39

Free to good home: Male black 
cat, 3 yrs old, neutered and 
front feet declawed. Call 616-
255-2171. #40

Free: Cats and kittens: Allergic 
to cats, all must go. Males and 
females, assorted colors. Call 
616-696-2625. #39
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Women

For rent

Bear

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

CraFts/
Bazaars

Critter
Corner

Child
Care

homes
 For sale

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAL LOST/FOuND ADS ARE FREE!616-696-3655 36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370

Cedar Springs, MI 49319
– 696-3655 –

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

aUCtion

ServiceS
Hi, my name is Axel! I’m a 
one-year old white and brown 
American Staffordshire Terrier 
Mix. I like to play with other 
dogs and I love to be around 
people. I’m a social dog who 
loves to play. I love to go on 
walks and play fetch! If you’re 
looking for a loyal sidekick, 
come to Humane Society of 
West Michigan today and ask 
about me! 
 

Hi, my name is Sweetie! I’m 
searching for my forever home. 
I’m a five-year old black and 
orange domestic shorthair 
mix. I like to play and have fun, 
but I especially like to take naps. 
If you’re looking for a lovable 
companion come to Humane 
Society of West Michigan 
today!

For more information on the Humane Society of West 
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077 
Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road 
during adoption hours or visit ww.hswestmi.org. 

Adoption Hours: 
Sunday and Monday: Closed

Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm, Saturday: 10am-4pm

PETS of the WEEK

Critter
Corner

homes 
For rent

 GaraGe/Yard 
sales

help 
Wanted

Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Arroway Secure
Self Storage

6x8
8x10

10X20
10x24

Lighted security fencing
• No Deposit •

4121 - 14 Mile Rd.
Half mile east of 131 X-way
  696-3390

notiCe

Job Openings at The POST
Sales: Earn extra moo-la. 
Flexible hours. Must have own 
vehicle and valid driver’s license. 
Pays 20% commission weekly. 
For more info, send resume and 
contact information to sales@
cedarspringspost.com
Graphic Designers: Looking for 
a part time graphic designer. Must 
be familiar with Creative Suite 
(Adobe, Indesign, Photoshop). 
Please send resumes to 
design@cedarspringspost.com

Looking for a job?

Manpower Can Help!

Job Fair at Manpower in Rockford

Monday, October 20, 2014 
9:00AM to 3:00PM

•   We have Jobs in --  Clerical, Call
    Center, Light Industrial,  Skill Trade.

•   Forklift, Machine Operation, Assembly,
    Material Handling, General Labor

See you on Monday, October 20th at:
Manpower - 65 S. Main Street, Rockford

Brick Building Park in the back, and enter lower level.
Corner of 10 Mile and Main St.
Manpower, Rockford, MI 49341

Call 616-866-3982 x 77178

Expires 9/30/12 

Rent Me!

Apply online at: 
www.4villagetrails.com

$729

518 Hickory Lane 
Howard City

CAll todAy!
(888) 207-2349

oR

Sun HomeS at

no Rent til 
11/01/2012

/Mo.

Rent me!

no Rent til 
12/01/2014

Expires 10/31/2014

$779
/mo.

1232 sq ft of living spAce
3bed/2bAth

$99 
sec. dep.

-Auction Sale-
Storage Time LLC
Self Storage Units

For total contents, per judicial 
lien process under MCL570.521 
ET-SEQ, as single units, reserves 
the right to refuse any and all 
bids. Cash only.

616-696-4826
Household and miscellanies items. 
#12 Eric Schutt, #13 Amy Challs, 
#22 Steve Blish, #47-48 Jolean 
Hunter, #90 Brett Fitzpatrick, 
#98 Amanda Musshorn, #107 
Edwin Matthews, #108-85 Chris 
King,  #144 Lisa Kader, #190 
David Mayes, #201 Nichole 
Jewell, #250 Lisa Winn.

SAturdAy,  
OCt. 18tH, 2014 

at 10:00 a.m.

13265 White Creek Ave.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

at

HOME OF 
THE WEEK
3487 Fernfield Dr.

1,568 sq. ft.

Drive by & 
take a look!

CEDARFIELD 
COMMUNITY

Next to Meijer

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 
616-696-1100

REWARD: 
Anyone knowing the 

whereabouts of a 
2002 Dodge Caravan, 

red, VIN #681526, 
driven by Keith Rossi, 

61, and or Mark 
Rheinschimdt, 52. 

Call Glen, 
Onaway autO
989-733-8191 

Auctions: Every Friday in 
October at 6 pm. Antiques, 
collectibles & housewares. 
Items can be viewed at 
auctionzip.com, ID# 31095 or 
from 2 – 6 pm on Friday. Located 
at Peddlers Market, 420 N. 
Lafayette, Greenville. We are 
always taking consignments 
and buying estates. Call Rick at 
616-302-8963. #41-44b

Learn Play & Grow Daycare 
– The Hottest Place to be in 
the Coolest Town. Check us 
out at www.LearnPlayand-
Grow.com or call 616-255-
7624. #40-43p

Wanted: Vendors, Crafters 
Etc. For Sand Lake Lion’s Club 
Annual Variety Sale. Saturday 
November 1st from 9 am – 3 pm. 
$10 per area – table provided. 
Call 616-636-5425 for details. 
#41,42b

THIS WEEK:

A garage sale for the Cedar 
Springs High School Wrestlers 
will be held on Thursday, 
Friday and Saturday, October 
16, 17 & 18 from 9 am to ?, at 
4266 Ives Farm Lane, Cedar 
Springs, off White Creek Ave., 
north of Russell Rd. Furniture, 
household, clothes. All proceeds 
to support the CSHS Wrestlers 
upcoming trip to State. #42p

Inside Sale: Saturday, October 
18 from 10 am to 4 pm at 10911 
Summit NE, Rockford. Need to 
clear house of everything. Will 
consider all offers. #42p

DRIVERS: Dedicated Home 
Daily. Dedicated Round Trip 
Runs. CDL-A 6 mo. OTR. Good 
background. www.mtstrans.
com, MTS: 800-305-7223. 
#41,42p

Hiring Construction Workers: 
All trades, all skill levels with 
6 months experience. Valid 
drivers license, reliable vehicle 
and basic hand tools required. 
616-942-8933. #39-42p

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Garage Doors: Spring re-
pairs. Sales, service and 
installation of garage doors 
and electric openers. Low-
est prices guaranteed. 
Free Estimates. 616-334-
3574. #42p

Lost: Female Shih Tzu, 
brindle colored, lost on 10/14 
in the area of 18 Mile Rd. by 
Fieldstone Meadows. Please 
call 616-696-1652. #42

Lost: 3 month old puppy. 
Black with a little white on his 
chest and toes, about 15-16 
inches tall with droopy ears and 
docked tail. “Mylo” is ½ Bulldog 
and ½ Cocker Spaniel. He was 
wearing a royal blue collar and 
was lost on Tuesday, 9/30 in the 
area of Egner and Simmons. 
REWARD. Call 616-696-2918 
anytime. #40

AuTuMNAwesome

Only $69*
When you mention this ad.

Includes a 15 point Safety Check-Up.
Hurry! Limited time offer! 

Expires 10/31/14. Good on all furnace brands. 
Price on oil furnaces may be slightly higher.

Furnace Service & 
Check Up Special!

CSP

All About
  Heating & Cooling LLC

12505 Northland Dr.
  Owner: Greg Gillmer

Expert in all makes & models • Gas, Oil & Geothermal
Residential • Commercial • Service • Free Estimates

Plumbing Service • Sewer & Drain Cleaning

RV

616-824-6029
24 Hour service

on all Makes & Models
Fully

Licensed
Fully

Insured

You’ve tried the rest, 
now try the best.

Furnace Service & 
Check Up Special

Includes a 15 point Safety Check-Up.
Hurry! Limited time offer!

Expires 10/31/14. Good on all furnace brands. Price on oil furnaces may be slightly higher.

When you mention this ad.
Only $69*

You’ve tried the rest, now try the best.

Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060
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Fresh Market
By vicky Babcock

The Pinecone
Consider the pine-

cone. While not a viable 
food source for humans, 
pinecones are invaluable 
to birds and mice that eat 
the tender seeds when 
other sources of food are 
scarce. Dried pinecones 
make great fire starters, 
with or without candle 
wax. They are a crafters 
choice for wreaths, pic-
ture frames and candle rings. I’ve even seen them used to cre-
ate charming baskets. A pinecone, a milkweed pod (split in two 
halves) and an acorn make a rustic angel for your tree.

Pinecones added to your greenery create interesting focal points 
and pinecones are the main base in many winter potpourris. 
Pinecones open when they are dry and close when they are wet, 
allowing them to distribute seed at the most opportune time for 
maximum travel. This phenomenon is the base for an interesting 
puzzle. While a pinecone is wet (tightly closed), push it into a nar-
row necked jar and allow it to dry. As it dries, it will open and 
expand, making it impossible to remove from the jar whole. Ask 
your kids if they know how you managed to get it into the jar. 

Pinecone cows were a popular toy back in the day. These were 
made simply by sticking matchsticks into pinecones for legs.  In 
parts of the world they are still popular. In Finland there is a fair-
ground with statues of pinecone cows for children to play on.

Nest a candle in a bowl of pinecones for a charming center-
piece. For an added touch, add a few glass ornaments or a string of 
dried cranberries. Never leave a candle unattended, as pinecones 
are extremely flammable.

An unopened pinecone is a symbol of virginity. Conversely, 
pinecones are symbolic with fertility and were often carved into 
bedposts as an aid to conception. The pinecone is considered a 
luck charm, favorable influences, protection from harm and sex-
ual power. There are those who believe it promotes healing and 
inhibits negative influences.
Pinecone Firestarters

Pinecone Firestarters are easy to make and create charm-
ing gifts for those who have fireplaces. Gather pinecones 
and allow them to dry. Collect old candles or crayons for 
the wax.

Other optional ingredients:
Sawdust
Salt—yellow flame
Salt substitute—violet flame
Borax—green flame
Directions:
Melt wax in the top of a double boiler. This is necessary as 

wax is extremely flammable—do not heat directly on the stove. 
If you would like to create colored flames, mix sawdust with 
desired color ingredient (see above). Dip dried pinecones in the 
melted wax, then dip into sawdust mixture. These can be giv-
en in a pretty basket or a recycled onion or orange bag. Add a 
bit of greenery and a bow, and you have a charming gift for a 
housewarming or for Christmas. Just be sure the recipient has 
a fireplace.

The Pueblo story of the pine tree as told by the Quères is a de-
tailed (and somewhat disturbing) tale in which a witch is tricked 
into eating magic pine seeds. The seeds sprout in her belly and 
turn her into a great pine tree that sways in the wind and moans 
and sobs forever—as all her pine children do to this day.  

Fresh Market is brought to you by Solon Market located at 
15185 Algoma Avenue.  For more information call 616-696-
1718.  Like us on facebook for updates.

Fall clean-up tips for your lawn and 
garden tools

(BPT) - As the temperature 
drops, your lawn and garden 
will start settling into a dor-
mant state. As you prep your 
landscaping and garden for a 
winter’s slumber, it’s a good 
idea to review the tools you 
used all summer. Taking care 
of this task now will ensure 
they’re in good shape come 
spring when it’s time to use 
them again. From sharpening 
edges of blades to making cer-
tain the tool is still doing the 
job it was designed to do, put 
all your lawn and garden tools 
through a thorough fall clean-
ing. Here are some tips:

* Lawn mowers - Check 
your owner’s manual for infor-
mation about sharpening the 
mower deck blades and what 
to do with any unused gasoline 
before putting the mower into 
storage. It’s a good idea to keep 
the mower in a dry location 
where moisture won’t collect 
and potentially rust the blades.

* Hand trimmers - Hand 
clippers, tree trimmers and 
saws all take a beating during 
the summer. Check these tools 
to make certain the handles are 
still secure, the cutting blades 
are sharp and the locking 
mechanisms all work. If any-
thing isn’t up to par, replace the 
tool so you have it ready for the 
first sign of spring.

* Chainsaws - These heavy 
machines get put through their 
paces, and they can be taxing 
on people, too, after extended 
use. If you’re ready to upgrade 
your chainsaw, the Husqvarna 
low-weight 436Li is quiet, easy 
to operate and has the same 
power as gas machines. The 
536LiXP and the T536LiXP 
models are also available, and 
they come with low mainte-
nance and high-performance 
delivery. All battery-operated 

chainsaws come with two re-
chargeable batteries that can be 
interchanged with any Husq-
varna hand tools you might al-
ready have in your collection. 
The batteries have a 40-minute 
charge time, helping to keep 
the tools lightweight and quiet.

* Weed trimmers - These 
tools are invaluable for keep-
ing the grasses and weeds 
trimmed around trees and 
garden edging. In the fall, be 
sure to replace the string so 
you’ll have a fresh spool come 
spring. Also check the air filter 
on the tool. If it is dirty, replace 
the filter to allow your machine 
to perform at its best.

* Hoses - When it’s time to 
store your hoses for the win-
ter, check all the connections 
to make certain nothing leaks; 

replace the connectors if you 
notice water spraying or drib-
bling from a connection. And 
if the hose itself is leaking, put 
it on your list to be replaced. 
Make certain you’ve drained 
all the water out before putting 
the hoses away for winter. If 
you have a hose cart, roll up 
the hose neatly without any 

kinks. Otherwise, you can just 
roll the hose into a neat pile of 
loops for storage in a dry place.

With all of your lawn and 
garden tools safely stored for 
the winter months, you’ll know 
they’ll be ready the minute you 
need them in the spring.



ALL DAY, EVERY DAY!

Voted “Best Deep Dish Pizza” at the 2013 Motor City pizzafest. 
Available at participating locations. ©2014 LCE, Inc. 44289

Large 
Pepperoni

Plus Tax

8 Slices8$
4-8PM OR 

ORDER ANY TIME

Large 
Pepperoni
or Cheese
Plus Tax5$ 55

11/15/2014 11/15/2014 11/15/2014
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