
Drivers disregarding the 
stoplight at 17 Mile and 
White Creek resulted in two 
traffic crashes in only four 
days. The first one occurred 
Sept. 14 (see article on left). 

Then, on Sunday, Sep-
tember 18, 2016 at approx-
imately 3:49 p.m., the Kent 
County Sheriff Department 
responded to another per-
sonal injury crash at the 
intersection of White Creek 
Avenue and 17 Mile Road, 
this one involving two pick-

up trucks.  
A 54-year-old Rockford 

woman was travelling east-
bound on 17 Mile Rd near 
White Creek in a 2004 Ford 
F150 when, according to 
witnesses, she disregard-
ed the stoplight and struck 
a northbound 1999 Ford 
F250, driven by a 34-year-
old Sparta man.  

The crash caused the 
northbound F250 to roll. 
Both occupants of that ve-

By Judy Reed

A forensic audit 
into record keep-
ing in the athletic 
department at Ce-
dar Springs Public 
Schools did not show 
any intentional mis-
use of funds or fraud, but did 
show that the district needs to 
have stricter policies and pro-
cedures on procurement cards 
and ensuring employees have 
the guidelines on how to use 
them.

“The investigation was a 
reflection of concerns brought 
to us about athletic accounts,” 
explained Dr. Laura Van-
Duyn, Superintendent at Ce-
dar Springs Public Schools. 
“When several concerns 
mounted, the board decided 
to go ahead with the investiga-
tion. We are accountable to the 
community, staff, and parents. 
We are stewards of taxpayer 
dollars.”

According to the report, 
Rehmann Corporate Investi-
gative Services was contacted 
on December 11, 2015, by the 

Thrun Law Firm (representing 
CSPS) to request a review of 
financial transactions and inter-
nal controls at Cedar Springs 
Public Schools. The review 
included forensic accounting 
analysis and interviews. Addi-
tional investigation involved 
purchase or “P-cards” issued 
to 13 unique employees, and 
a more detailed review of all 
transactions impacting the 
football team’s agency account 
during the 2015-2016 school 
year. 

The results of the Rehmann 
report, which was printed in 
June, was initially suppressed 
from the public under attor-
ney-client privilege. The Cedar 
Springs Board of Education 
voted on August 8 to make it 
available to the public. Ac-
cording to the board minutes, 
the vote passed 7-0. No video 

was available for that 
portion of the meeting, 
but according to the 
Superintendent’s of-
fice, there was no pub-
lic discussion about its 
contents.

The Post asked 
Supt. VanDuyn why 

they decided to release the re-
port now. “People would ask 
whatever happened with that 
investigation, and we are ac-
countable to our constituents, 
so decided to release it,” she 
explained.

The report explained that 
purchases made using the 
p-cards are generally allocat-
ed to a specific fund. At CSPS 
there is a general athletic de-
partment fund, a general fund 
for each team, and an agency 
fund for each team (which is 
generally restricted to funds 
raised through boosters and 
other sources). The report said 
that according to their investi-
gation, there does not appear 
to be any consistent practice 
with regards to when purchas-
es should be paid using agency 

Financial review of school 
shows tighter control needed
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Rockford rowing 
coach agrees to 
plead guilty 
Admits to hidden videos of 
girls changing clothes 

U.S. Attorney Patrick Miles an-
nounced Wednesday that Timothy 
Vallier, 30, of Plainfield Township, 
signed a plea agreement in which 
he agreed to plead guilty to feder-
al charges of attempting to produce and possessing child 
pornography. Vallier was a Rockford Public High School 
rowing coach. 

Vallier faces a minimum sentence of 15 years and a max-
imum of 50 years in federal prison. 

The exact term of imprisonment will be determined by 
the judge at a sentencing hearing on a date to be scheduled 
by the court. The offenses also carry a requirement for sex 
offender registration, a potential fine of up to $250,000 per 
count, financial compensation to the victims, and at least 5 
years and up to a lifetime on intensive supervised release 
after incarceration, during which the court can impose a 
number of special conditions designed to protect children. 

In the plea agreement, Vallier admits that between Jan-
uary 2012 and April 2016, he produced approximately 86 
hidden camera videos of girls changing clothes at two high 
school facilities: the Rockford rowing team’s boathouse 
and the Rockford Freshman Center. 

The federal charges follow an investigation led by the 
Kent County Sheriff’s Department, the Michigan State 
Police Internet Crimes Against Children Task Force, and 

Three car crash sends 
teen to hospital

Two trucks collide
at 17 Mile and 
White Creek

A woman that ran a red light caused a three-car crash at 17 Mile and White Creek on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 14. Post Photo by J. Reed.

Two trucks crashed after one ran the red light at 17 Mile and White 
Creek Sunday afternoon. Courtesy photos.A three-car crash at the 

corner of 17 Mile and White 
Creek sent a young teen to 
the hospital last week.

According to the Kent 
County Sheriff Department, 
the crash occurred about 
4:34 p.m., Wednesday, Sep-
tember 14, at the intersec-
tion of 17 Mile Road and 
White Creek Avenue. 

According to Sgt. Jason 
Kelley, of KCSD Cedar 
Springs unit, a 2002 Dodge 
Stratus, driven by Jamie 
Wachter, a 46-year-old 

White Cloud woman, was 
travelling eastbound on 17 
Mile Road and disregarded 
the red light at White Creek. 
That vehicle struck a south-
bound 2013 Ford Explorer 
driven by Tracy Bucholtz, a 
53 year old Pierson woman, 
causing her vehicle to strike 
a third vehicle. The third 
vehicle, a 2016 Chevrolet 
Equinox, was northbound 
and driven by Karen Purs-
ley-Wood, a 48-year-old 
Cedar Springs woman. Af-
ter colliding with vehicle 3, 

the Ford Explorer flipped 
onto its side, coming to rest 
on the driver side.

A passenger in the Dodge 
Stratus, a 14-year-old White 
Cloud female, was trans-
ported to DeVos Children’s 
Hospital for non-life-threat-
ening injuries.

Wachter, who ran the red 
light in the Stratus, was cit-
ed for Careless Driving.

Cedar Springs Fire and 
Rescue assisted at the scene.

Youth hunts

Outdoors - page 10

Timothy Vallier
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Dear Cedar Springs Public Schools Families:

We have had a fantastic start to the 2016-17 school 
year!  As I’ve been out in our schools and around cam-
pus talking to teachers, administrators and support staff 
they’ve shared with me how students have come pre-
pared to learn and how they know the routines of school 
to the degree it didn’t seem like the first day.   Adminis-
trators have talked about how their staffs were so excited 
to welcome back students that they made “WELCOME 
BACK” signs to hold up and greet kids on the first day.  
I’ve talked with coaches who shared that the respect and 
kindness their student athletes showed to one another 
was so endearing.  So, although the weather was quite 
hot and humid, spirits were high and excitement was 
abundant at all our schools.  This illustrates the collabora-
tion of the excellent staff, students and families of Cedar 
Springs.  Thank you all for partnering together to kick off 
this year in such a great way.

As we begin our journey of the very important work 
of supporting teaching and learning at CSPS, let me 
highlight just some of the many exciting things we know 
about this school year:

•  We are excited to offer a brand new math curriculum 
for our K-5 students and staff.  You may recall we had 
the pleasure of rolling out new math curriculum in 
our 6-12 grades last year.  This year we can rest as-
sured our K-5 teachers and students have up-to-date 
math curriculum.  Our dedicated teachers and ad-
ministrators received professional development pri-
or to beginning the year.  One of the best aspects of 
the curriculum approval and implementation is that 
our teachers were provided the opportunity to see a 
variety of options, attend a field trip to see and talk 
with other teachers using the curriculum and collab-
orate together to select the curriculum they are now 
using.  Empowering our staff and cultivating their 
leadership is a hallmark of what we have done in our 
recent curriculum adoptions.

•  We enjoy steady enrollment at CSPS this school year, 
which is wonderful considering there are many dis-
tricts facing declining enrollment.

•  We continue to offer Early Middle College to our high 
school students as one of many ways we provide for 
college and career readiness.

•  We are elated to provide Responsive Classroom® 
training and implementation coordination to our Ce-
dar View teaching, support and administrative staffs.  
This training is to align with the same training that 
took place at Cedar Trails and Beach last year where-
by offering consistency in many practices across the 
elementary schools.  This is a result of request s from 
our teachers, support staff, administrators and par-
ents.  We answered the call from staff and parents 
and are so excited to see the results.

•  We kick off this year with beautiful AdvancED® ac-
creditation certificates framed at each of our schools.  
We are so proud of all the staff’s hard work that went 
into earning our accreditation for the next 5 years!

•  We continue to serve students at all academic levels 
as we have added additional Advanced Placement 
classes such as AP Economics.

•  We are elated to welcome new staff to join our cur-
rent “rock star staff.”

•  We are focused on estab-
lishing a vision for our tech-
nology growth and devel-
opment to better serve our 
students and staff.  We wel-
come an enhanced technol-
ogy team this year to work toward that end.

•  We collaborated with leaders in the county and are 
thrilled to have our young CS students in the Head 
Start program once again.  Early intervention is a key 
to academic and social success in school.

•  Our staff will enjoy Cognitive Coach and Adaptive 
Schools training this year as we continue to support 
that foundation at CSPS.

•  We have joined many districts around Kent County 
in the School Resource Officer program.  You’ll see 
Deputy Tom McCutcheon around our campus and at 
the high school.  Please say hello if you see him as he 
is here to build relationships with students, staff and 
our families in order to best serve all of us in a variety 
of capacities.

•  We are excited to bring closure to the strategic plan-
ning process very soon.  Final goal drafts will soon be 
completed with the information provided in focus 
meetings with teachers, administrators, students, 
parents, support staff, and community members.  
Our Board of Education awaits the data collected on 
core values, vision and mission and then they will fi-
nalize those important tenets to roll out a strategic 
plan…very exciting!

•  We are grateful for the Comprehensive Facilities As-
sessment/Capital Outlay Plan from GMB Architects 
and Engineers that was presented to the Board of 
Education in August.  We were pleased with the 
extensive work done to determine how to begin 
improving our school environment both inside our 
buildings and throughout the campus.  This is anoth-
er huge task completed over the last several months!

•  We are excited to continue to provide outstanding 
opportunities to have coffee with the superinten-
dent, to learn about the “State of the School District” 
and to share your thoughts in upcoming surveys.
It is an honor to serve as your CSPS superintendent.  

I take great pleasure in knowing that at CSPS, students 
come first and that this great district is moving along in 
an excellent way, with a lot of support, to serve students 
and families.  On behalf of the CSPS Board of Education, 
administration, teachers and support staff, thank you for 
partnering with us to provide the very best education for 
our students.

Please look for upcoming opportunities to meet 
with me, attend information and Question/Answer meet-
ings like the “State of the School District” meeting.  I want 
every citizen, staff member and parent of Cedar Springs 
to be well educated about all that is happening in this 
great district.  I would love an opportunity to get to know 
you and learn how I might support your wishes or to an-
swer any questions you may have.  I encourage you to 
schedule a meeting, call or drop by for a visit as I enjoy 
getting to know our students and families.

Warmly,
Laura VanDuyn, Ed.D.

Superintendent of Schools

Laura VanDuyn, Ed.D.
Superintendent 
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The Post travels to Iceland
Leslie Anne Wood, of Oakfield Township, took 

the Post along with her on a summer trip to Ice-
land, Denmark, and Norway. This picture was 
taken August 14 at Iceland’s natural hot springs, 
affectionately known as the Blue Lagoon. It was 
a nine-day adventure offered by a local Michi-
gan-based travel company. 

Thanks, Leslie, for taking us with you!
Are you going on vacation? Take the Post with 

you and snap some photos. Then send them to us 
with some info to news@cedarspringspost.com 
or mail them to Post travels, PO Box 370, Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319. We will be looking for yours!

Veterans Visit Post 287

The American Legion in Cedar Springs was host to resi-
dents of the Grand Rapids Home for Veterans on September 
17, 2016.

While at the American Legion, the veterans were treated 
to a Swiss steak lunch, and then played many games of bin-
go with prizes.

The Glen Hill Post 287 Family has been holding this 
event for the veterans for many years. This is one of the 
activities that Post 287 takes pride and enjoyment in spon-
soring. In late July, Post 287 provided an activity tent with 
prizes for the veterans and their family members at the an-
nual Veteran’s Carnival at the Home for Veterans.

Shown presenting a check in the amount of $200.00 to the Vet’s 
Home is Post Commander Bill Yuncker.

Residents of the Grand Rapids 
Home for Veterans visited the 
American Legion in Cedar Springs.



Kellogg Company is 
voluntarily recalling ap-
proximately 10,000 cases 
of Kellogg’s®Eggo® Nu-
tri-Grain® Whole Wheat Waf-
fles because they have the 
potential to be contaminated 
with Listeria monocytogenes. 
No other Eggo products are 
impacted by this recall.

Listeria monocyto-
genes can cause serious and 
sometimes fatal infections in young children, frail or el-
derly people, and others with weakened immune systems. 
Although healthy individuals may suffer only short-term 
symptoms such as high fever, severe headache, stiffness, 
nausea, abdominal pain and diarrhea, Listeria infection can 
cause miscarriages and stillbirths among pregnant women.

The company has received no reports of illness to date 
but is taking this action as part of its commitment to the 
health and safety of the people who eat its foods.

Recalled product was distributed to customers and retail-
ers in 25 states (CO, CT, DE, GA, IA, IL, IN, KS, MA, MD, 
ME, MI, MN, MO, ND, NE, NH, NJ, NY, OH, PA, VA, VT, 
WI, WY). The affected product is:

Kellogg’s® Eggo® Nutri-Grain® Whole Wheat Waffles

Package Size: 10 Box Count (12.3 oz)
Package UPC Code: 38000 40370
With Best If Used By Date of: NOV 21 17 or NOV 22 17
The date code can be found on the side of the package.
The recall is a result of routine tests that the company 

conducts that  identified the potential for contamination. 
As soon as the company learned of a potential concern, it 
moved quickly to identify any foods that might be impacted 
and resolve the issue.

Kellogg is asking that people who purchased affected 
product discard it and contact the company for a full refund. 
Consumers can call 1-800-962-1413, Monday through Fri-
day, 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. ET or by visiting https://www.kelloggs.
com/en_US/contact-us.html.

The Kent County Sheriff De-
partment is warning people 
about a deadly new drug turning 
up in Kent County.

Over the past two weeks, in 
three separate cases, the Kent 
County Sheriff’s Office has 
encountered heroin that likely 
contained the drug carfentanil. 
Carfentanil is a Schedule II con-
trolled substance opioid that is 
10,000 times more potent than 
morphine and 100 times stronger 
than fentanyl. 

Carfentanil is typically used as 
a tranquilizer for large animals 
such as elephants. This substance could lead to tens-to-
hundreds of overdoses in a short amount of time within the 
same geographic region. Administering Narcan, which is 

commonly known to reverse the 
effects of an opioid overdose, 
to someone that has ingested 
carfentanil may not be effective 
and additional doses may be re-
quired. 

If you come across an un-
known substance and chemical, 
use extreme caution as people 
and animals can absorb carfen-
tanil and fentanyl via skin con-
tact, inhalation, oral exposure 
or ingestion. Symptoms such as 
disorientation, coughing, seda-
tion, respiratory distress or car-
diac arrest typically occur within 

minutes of exposure. Incidental contact with this substance 
can also be lethal. 

The Cedar Springs Post Thursday, September 22, 2016   Page 3

POST HigHligHTS
News ........................................ pages 1-3
Church Connection ................ pages 4-5
Arts & Entertainment...................page 6
Sports ............................................page 7
Red Flannel POST ................. pages 8-9
Outdoors .....................................page 10
CTA school news ........................ page 11
Voices & Views ...........................page 12
Legals/At Your Service ...............page 13 
Classifieds ...................................page 14
Auto Life .....................................page 15

E-mail us at:  happenings@cedarspringspost.com
	 classifieds@cedarspringspost.com
 obits@cedarspringspost.com
 news@cedarspringspost.com
 newsreleases@cedarspringspost.com
 design@cedarspringspost.com
 sales@cedarspringspost.com
 legals@cedarspringspost.com
News, Advertising & Announcement Deadline: Mondays by 5:00p.m.

www.cedarspr ingspost .com
Check out our website at:

36 E. Maple, P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, Michigan 49319,
phone: 616-696-3655 • fax 616-696-9010 

published weekly, USPO third-class POSTal permit #81. 
Publisher: ....................................Lois Allen
Editor/Reporter:  ......................... Judy Reed
Columnist: ...................Ranger Steve Mueller
Composition:................... Belinda Sanderson
Advertising Consultants: .............. Lois Allen
........................................................Marybeth Ford
Office Manager:  ..................... Mary Randall

P   STThe
www.cedarspringspost.com

OFFicE HOuRs: M-TH 10am-5pm • Friday 10am-2pm

2016 subscription Rate ....................... $35 per year

This is a photo of pure carfentanil. Just touching it can be 
lethal.

Human cases of West Nile Virus 
confirmed in Kent County

Two people in Kent 
County have tested positive 
for the West Nile Virus.

According to the Kent 
County Health Department, 
the two people who have 
tested positive are unrelated 
adults who are residents of 
Kent County. It is unknown 
where they contracted the 
disease. 

West Nile Virus (WNV) 
is spread to people primar-
ily through the bites of an 
infected Culex species mos-
quito. While this species is 
known to transmit WNV 
it is not known to transmit 
Zika virus. 

WNV is not contagious 
from person to person. Its 

symptoms range from a 
slight headache and low 
grade fever to, in rare cases, 
swelling of the brain tissue. 
But it can result in death. 

For three months, end-
ing on Labor Day, the Kent 
County Health Department 
conducted weekly surveil-
lance of Culex mosquitoes, 
testing for the presence of 
WNV. Tens of thousands 
of mosquitoes were col-
lected from various areas 
of the county. Testing was 
performed on the liquefied 
remains of up to 50 mos-
quitoes at a time, and West 
Nile Virus was found in 20 
of those samples. 

“We have known through 

our testing that the threat 
for contracting West Nile 
Virus was in our communi-
ty,” said Adam London, Ad-
ministrative Health Officer 
at KCHD. “We also know 
that the threat will continue 
as long as mosquitoes are 
active. Even the first frost 
may not be harsh enough to 
extinguish the risk.” 

West Nile Virus was first 
detected in the United States 
in 1999. Since the first case 
was diagnosed in Michigan 
in 2001, more than 1,100 
people have been diagnosed 
with the disease and 92 peo-
ple have died. In 2001 and 
again in 2012, Kent Coun-
ty had the second highest 

number of West Nile cases 
in the state. 

The best treatment for 
WNV is prevention. The 
Kent County Health Depart-
ment recommends wearing 
a mosquito repellant that 
contains 10–35 percent 
DEET, wearing light col-
ored clothing and staying 
indoors during dusk. You 
can help stop mosquitoes 
from breeding by removing 
any standing water in your 
yard and keeping your lawn 
and shrubs cut. 

More about West Nile Vi-
rus can be found at www.
cdc.gov/westnile/index.
html.

Eggo Nutri-grain waffles recalled

Officials warn of deadly drug

Rehmann
...continued from front page 
funds instead of general funds, nor when a general athletic de-
partment expense account is charged for a purchase instead of a 
team account. It said there also didn’t appear to be any consistent 
methodology for allocating expenses between more than one team 
when there was shared expenses.

The report also indicated that during review of p-card purchas-
es and receipts, that in only a few instances was the reason for 
the purchase adequately documented, and little indication that the 
purchase had been reviewed and approved by anyone (such as a 
supervisor). Detailed receipts could not be found for purchases in 
some instances. One such instance they mentioned was a cred-
it card purchase in July 2013 by then Athletic Director Autumn 
Mattson from Daktronics for $8,437. The company sells score-
boards, audio systems, message boards, etc. The report said that 
no detailed receipt was attached to the credit card statement, so 
they couldn’t ascertain what the purchase was.  

VanDuyn said that many of the instances referred to happened 
before either she or Finance Director Rosemary Zink took office. 
She did say, however, that she has confidence in the accounting 
department. “They do make sure there are receipts, they are very 
strict about that,” said VanDuyn.

The report noted that “based on our limited review of the pur-
chases initiated on the p-cards for the Athletic Department under 
the control of Autumn Mattson, we did not note any purchases 
that were inherently inappropriate. In many instances, the lack of a 
detailed receipt hindered our ability to review what was purchased 
and make a determination with regards to its appropriateness.”

The Post asked why the yearly auditor would not find the dis-
crepancies that the forensic auditor had. “The difference between 
an annual audit and this one is that the annual audit is making sure 
you are spending federal money the way you are supposed to,” ex-
plained VanDuyn. “They might do random samples of two credit 
cards. They don’t go through all the transactions detail by detail.”

There were several exhibits attached to the original report that 
included the policy and guidelines for the p-card holders, and ref-
erenced purchases. The school did not release those exhibits. “We 
only released the executive summary,” explained Van Duyn. “The 
rest would’ve been problematic. We wanted to protect the confi-
dentiality of those employees,”

The Post asked if there were guidelines that all the p–card users 

have, and was told all p-card holders have to sign off on them. We 
asked to have them sent to us but the guidelines didn’t seem to be 
readily available.

Another problem noted was that the different departments keep 
track of their budget on an Excel spreadsheet, while the account-
ing department then gets together with them every so often to 
reconcile the account. The investigator was not able to reconcile 
an error in the athletic department’s Excel spreadsheet for funds 
available for the football team at the end of 2014. 

The report said it was important to note that the accounting de-
partment maintains the agency funds for the various teams and 
other groups at CSPS. “As a result, we believe that it would be 
difficult for a member of the athletic department to misappropri-
ate funds once they had been remitted to the accounting depart-
ment for deposit in to the bank. During our meeting with Coach 

Kapolka, he was provided with a copy of the invoices and other 
expenditures pertaining to the football team for his review. During 
this analysis, Kapolka did not indicate that any of the expenditures 
were inappropriate.” They felt the accounting records were more 
accurate than the athletic department records. 

The report made a variety of recommendations. One was lim-
iting the number of p-cards. CSPS currently has in excess of 70 
p-cards, which they said means that the accounting department 
has to spend too much time reviewing statements and tracking 
down receipts. “The school is also at a heightened risk for finan-
cial loss due to the number of cards in circulation in the event 
of an abusive or tempted employee,” it said. They recommended 
cutting it down to 10, and to make as many purchases as possible 
through the accounts payable process.

Rehmann - continues on page 5



CAROL NAN RITCHIE
December 27, 1938 -  June 28, 2016

Carol Ritchie, 77 years old, 
passed away peacefully 
June 28, 2016, at her 
home in Seminole, Florida 
surrounded by family and 
her two guardian angels. 
Carol was born on December 
27, 1938, to Lee and Betty 
(Isabelle) Miller Robinson.  
She spent the early part of her 
childhood on a horse farm 
in Fowlerville, Michigan.  
Carol’s grandfather, Charles 
Miller (originally Kazimiris 
Varnigiris) who immigrated to the US from Lithuania, built 
the “beautiful” barn on their farm.  This farm was a business 
where Carol, her brother Charlie, sisters Blondie and 
Georgia were expected to work very hard doing barn chores 
while caring for pregnant mares. They also collected the 
horse’s urine which was sold to pharmaceutical companies 
then used in making hormone medication. At about age 13 
Carol and her family moved to Cedar Springs where they 
raised, broke then sold horses at auction. In spite of all the 
hard farm work Carol loved riding horses!  In 1953 Carol 
married Carl Morehouse and they had four children together.  
They eventually divorced. Although Carol did not finish 
school she later completed her GED.  She loved to read and 
discuss anything about history and politics. In 1963 Carol 
married Jimmy Ritchie and they had 3 children.  Carol, Jim 
and family eventually moved to Florida where she lived for 
over 40 years. For several of those years she loved working 
as a special education para pro at Bauder Elementary School 
in Seminole. Carol eventually transferred her love of horses 
to dogs and began breeding, raising and showing champion 
English Bulldogs. After retirement she kept busy collecting, 
buying and selling antiques taking after her mother Betty. 
During her life Carol faced and survived many challenges.  
Her courage remains an inspiration to her family. Carol 
will be sadly missed by her dear sister and brother-in-law 
Georgia and Bob Johnson; her children, Cheryl (Eric) 
Baculy, Carla (Bruce) Springer, Curtis Morehouse, Cindy 
(Doug) Burnham, Jamie (Mike) Conaty, and Jacquie (Joe) 
McKenna; grandchildren Lee (Viviana) Myers, Dean 
Myers, Cheri Nan (Juell) Porter, Jacob Stanton, Cynthia 
McKenna, Karlena Morehouse, Cody Conaty, Jonathan 
Baculy and Jimmy McKenna; great-grandchildren Chloe 
and Nolan Myers, Joshua, Daniel and Eli Porter and many 
nieces and nephews. Carol is also survived by her guardian 
angels Standard Poodles Hallie and Buddy. She was 
preceded in death by her husband Jim, son Joel Ritchie, her 
parents, her beloved brother Charles (Charlie) G. Robinson, 
and beloved sister LaVerna (Blondie) Townes. A memorial 
luncheon will take place to share memories of Carol on 
October 16, 2016. Contact family for more information.

From the Pulpit
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Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

Pastor Craig T. Owens
http://craigtowens.com

Worship Every Sunday at 10:30am
Red Hawk Elementary - Cedar Springs

www.cscalvary.org
(616) 222-5020

St. John Paul II Parish
A Warm and Welcoming Catholic Community
3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road
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US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
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S. to G.R.
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June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway
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Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM
www.scwchurch.org
Senior Pastor, Rev. Chadrick Brown

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 
Web: www.pioneercrc.org

Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM
Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM

Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

























Pastor Steve Lindeman

Sunday ScheduLe:
WorShiP SerVice  10:15 a.m.

SuPerViSed nurSery care ProVided
9:00 a.m.  christian education For aLL aGeS 
11:00 a.m.  coffee Fellowship downstairs

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm 

(Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm

Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

Pastor: Robert Eckert

sunday Worship: 10 aM
enhance fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
coumc.weebly.com

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays at 3:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh
Pastor Craig S. Carter

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta, MI 49345
616.550.6398

Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
Nursery & Children Ministry Provided

www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org 

10 am Sunday worship  (616)784-1111
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont
(corner of Pine Island, 1/4 mile west of Exit 95 of US 131)

www.holyspiritbelmont.org
New Ideas, Traditional Worship

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church
10 am Sunday worship
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PAsTOR DARRyL MILLER
sAND LAkE/sOuTH ENsLEy 

uNITED METHODIsT CHuRCHEs 
616.636.5659

WORkINg TOgETHER

tional church. We ministered to young people as a family 
of believers. I wondered why we couldn’t do that as “ma-
ture” Christians. When I first began pasturing, I actually 
had some pastors refuse to take my call because I was a 
“competitor.” I never understood this. Yes, I am a United 
Methodist pastor but I still worship the same God as the 
church next door. 

There was a time when I was searching for a church 
that would be my home when I ran across a church who 
had cards that read: “If you do not feel at home here, let 
us help you find a church where you do.” This is one of 

the things that made me feel comfortable at 
this church. That was 25 years ago and now I 

pastor that very church!
The above scripture is a key part of Christian life. 

We need to work together. One church can do a lot of 
ministry, but several churches working together can do 
amazing things through God. As time has gone on we 
have begun to understand this idea more and more. In 
the community where the churches are that I serve, we 
regularly work together with all the other churches. And 
God has done amazing things through us. I love to see 
the different pastors supporting various ministries in our 
communities together because that is what God wants. 

We are a family. And together we are one.
If you want to be a part of this family, visit a church near 

you. Everyone is welcome in God’s house!

Philippians 2:2 New International Ver-
sion: 2 then make my joy complete by being 
like-minded, having the same love, being one 
in spirit and of one mind.

I had a rare opportunity this Sunday to visit 
a church other than the ones that I serve and 
to be ministered to. I love it when these op-
portunities come around. Most people don’t 
think about we pastors needing to be ministered 
to occasionally. The pastor had a wonderful message 
about the acceptance of Christ. How he welcomes every-
one. This got me thinking about my faith journey. When I 
just got out of High school I joined a Christian band. There 
were two members who attended the Catholic church, 
one who attended a Baptist church, one who attended a 
Lutheran church, and one who attended a non-denomina-
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Janet Avery, 
long time secre-
tary for the Cedar 
Springs United 
Methodist Church, 
is retiring at the 
end of September, 
but will continue 
as church organ-
ist. Janet started 
as church organist 
in 1961. Then, in 
1974, she took the 
position of church 
secretary, which 
she has held for 42 
years.  

Janet has played 
the church or-
gan almost every 
Wednesday re-
hearsal, Sunday 
service and special occa-
sion for 55 years.  She has 
played weddings, but has 
not kept a list how many or 
for whom she has played. 
One thing she does know; 
she has served as organist 
for children and perhaps 
grandchildren of those she 

played for when she first 
started.

However, it the job of 
church secretary that has 
made Janet most known 
at church and throughout 
town. She has worked 20 
hours a week for 42 years.  
The Methodist church is 
an open church, opening 

its doors to many organiza-
tions, groups and people.  It 
is Janet who keeps the cal-
endar or maybe the phrase 
should be “guards” the cal-
endar.  The list of what Jan-
et does is long, very long.  
Even she cannot list every-
thing; she just does what is 
needed when needed.  Over 
the span of 42 years, she has 
learned that could be almost 
anything,  

The church will celebrate 
Janet’s retirement on Octo-
ber 2 with a potluck dinner 
after church at approxi-
mately 11:30 am in the Fel-
lowship Hall.  Food can be 
placed in the refrigerator or 
an oven during church ser-
vice.  The potluck will be 
followed by an open house 
until 2:00 so people may 
join the church in celebra-
tion.   Love offering con-
tributions may be mailed or 
brought to the church and 
should be labeled with her 
name. 

In 1970, Robert 

Townsend, author of “Up 
the Organization” added a 
special chapter for wom-
en in his book on business 
organization. Townsend 
encouraged women to seize 
the opportunity to be sec-
retary as they soon know 
everything about the orga-
nization and therefore con-
trol it.

Although Janet had not 
read the book, she followed 
this advice when she be-
came secretary at the Unit-
ed Methodist Church in 
1974.  Today she does know 
everything about the church 
and its mission as well as 
the mission and purpose of 
the organizations who are 
part of the church or who 
use the church building.  
Parishioners are wondering 
how anyone new can learn 
what Janet knows and does. 
After all, they won’t be able 
to use the traditional means 
to find out things, which is 
simply “Ask Janet.”
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JuDITH ANN TyssE
Judith Ann Tysse age 65, of Grand Rapids, passed away on 
Thursday, September 15, 2016.  Judy was born at Butterworth 
Hospital in Grand Rapids, the daughter of Clarence and Kathleen 
(Prater) Tysse of Cedar Springs.  She spent her childhood in 
Cedar Springs, graduating from Cedar Springs High School in 
1969.  She went on to receive her BA in Education from Western 
Michigan University in 1973 and taught Emotionally Impaired 
(EI) children at Wyoming Public Schools for almost four decades, 
during which time she received awards for her extraordinary work.  
Judy enjoyed people of all ages, had a great sense of humor and 
an infectious laugh, and had a way of positively affecting those 
around her—whether family, friends, colleagues, or students.  She 
will be dearly missed by her brothers, John (Wilma) of Boyne 
City, Paul (Della) of La Crosse, Wisconsin; sister-in-law, Michele 
of Grand Rapids, dear friend and companion, Mary Hanson of 
Grand Rapids, and many, many nieces and nephews.  She was 
preceded in death by her partner of many years, Vonce Reed; father 
and mother; brothers, Thomas and James.  The family will greet 
friends and celebrate her life on Monday, September 26 from 5 – 7 
pm at the Bliss-Witters and Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. 
A private family graveside will be held at Elmwood Cemetery, 
Cedar Springs where she will be laid to rest by her parents. Pastor 
Steve Lindeman officiating. Memorial contributions may be made 
to Faith Hospice, 2100 Raybrook SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49546.

Arrangements by  Bliss-Witters and Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 yearsIndependently Family Owned and Operated for Over 50 years!

Every Life Tells A Story
 Grant Chapel
45 E. Main Street
Grant, MI 49327

Phone: (231) 834-5613

 Newaygo Chapel
226 State Road

Newaygo, MI 49337
Phone: (231) 652-5613

David J. Fields
Licensed Funeral Director-Owner

Charles M. McKinley
Licensed Funeral Director

www.fieldsmckinley.com
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MARk H. DOREN
Mark H. Doren, 97 of Cedar 
Springs passed away at 
his earthly home Tuesday, 
September 20, 2016 and was 
welcomed into his heavenly 
home by his bride of 77 years, 
June (Moul) Doren who went 
before him on February 8, 2016. 
Mark was born April 23, 1919 
in Kent City, Michigan the son 
of Charles and Ruth (Carlson) 
Doren. He was drafted into the 
U.S. Army and served as a Tech Sergeant in Patton’s 6th Armored 
Division during WWII. He took part in the Battle of the Bulge 
and the liberation of the Buchenwald Concentration Camp located 
outside of Wiemer, Germany. Mark started serving the Lord at 
Alpine Baptist Church and then in 1955 when moving to Cedar 
Springs he became a longtime member of First Baptist Church, 
Cedar Springs. He drove bus, was Sunday School Superintendent, 
lead the singing and served on the Church, Camp and Missions 
Boards. He was an engineer at Sackner Products retiring in 
1981. He served Algoma Township for 28 years on the Planning 
Commission, as a Trustee and as Supervisor. After retirement he 
enjoyed traveling and time at his cabin in Munising, which he 
called “God’s Country.” When not up north, he enjoyed sitting at 
the kitchen table and having coffee with anyone who stopped to 
visit. Surviving are his children, Sharon (LaVerne) Schut, Dennis 
Doren, Debra Ergang; daughter-in-law, Marilyn Doren; son-in-
law, James (Rose) Hunt; 14 grandchildren; 26 great-grandchildren; 
8 great-great-grandchildren; sister-in-law, Marie Doren; several 
nieces and nephews. He was also preceded in death by a daughter, 
Marlyn Hunt; son, Mark N. Doren; brothers, Willard, William and 
Charles Doren. The family will greet friends Thursday from 4-7 
pm at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. The 
service will be Friday 1:00 pm at First Baptist Church, 233 S. Main 
St., Cedar Springs. Pastors Robert P. Smith and Stanley Mohr 
officiating. Interment Pine Grove Cemetery, Alpine Township 
with military honors by the U.S. Army. Memorial contributions 
may be made to David’s House Ministries, 2375 Banner Dr. SW, 
Wyoming, MI 49509 or the First Baptist Church, Cedar Springs.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs
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Long time church secretary to retire

Janet Avery, long time secretary for the Ce-
dar Springs United Methodist Church, is re-
tiring at the end of September.

Success comes in cans;
failure comes in can’ts.

I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth me.
Philippians 4:13

From God’s little instruction Book- honor Books

The report also recommended lowering the credit limit on pur-
chases made with p-cards, noting that they are mainly for small 
transactions. The AD had a credit limit of $20,000; the supervisor 
a limit of $5,000; and TV production of $35,000. 

Many colleges and universities don’t have limits that large. For 
example, Cornerstone University p-card holders have a limit of 
$1,000, and Western Michigan University has a limit of $5,000.

The report recommended 
lowering the credit limit to $50 
to $100 for the majority of the 
cards.

Other recommendations 
included employees getting 
approval before purchases; in-
cluding an explanation on why 
items were purchased using 
the p-card; developing and im-
plementing clear guidance on 
when general funds should be 
used and when agency funds 
should be used; using a corpo-
rate Amazon account instead of 
individual accounts; requiring 
the submission of detailed re-
ceipts; and more.

Dr. VanDuyn said they ha-
ven’t implemented any of the 
recommendations yet. “We will 
look at all the recommendations 
from the Rehmann Report. It’s 
up to us to go through them and 
see what works for us. We are 
looking to review them and see 
which things we will address,” 
she said. 

So what’s the bottom line? “It 

basically says we need to clean up our business practices. We want 
accountability and have high expectations of all of our employ-
ees,” remarked VanDuyn. “Anytime you can work hard to make 
things better, it’s worth it.”

The Post asked for a statement from former AD Autumn 
Mattson regarding the report and the information it contained. “I 
was aware that CSPS was reviewing their financial processes and 
procedures. And after reading the report, I can see that no illegal 
activity was found. I wish CSPS the best of luck as they imple-
ment the recommendations that were in the report,” she said.

Anyone wishing a full copy of the report may file a Freedom of 
Information Act with the school.

Rehmann
...continued from page 3



The Cedar Springs Post Page 6  Thursday, September 22, 2016

Hometown	Happenings	 articles	 are	 a	 community	 service	 for	 non-profit	 agencies	 only.	Due	 to	 popular	 demand	 for	 placement	 in	
this section, we can not run all articles. deadline for articles is monday at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. articles will run as 
space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can email your hometown happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name and phone number for any questions we may have.

Arts/entertAinment
JOKE

of theWeek

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

HHometownometown
Happenings

Praise the Lord at Cowboy Church
Sept. 25: 2nd Chance will be having Cowboy Church 
Sunday, September 25, 2016 at 6:00 pm. It will be at 2nd 
Chance School at 810 17 Mile Road, Cedar Springs, MI   
(corner of 17 Mile Road and Olin Lakes Road). Message 
and the music will shared by the group, ALIVE. This is 
an outstanding gospel group, who will share an awesome 
message and their amazing musical talents. Invite your 
family and friends. Cowboy Church will be every 2nd and 
4th Sunday of the month. Each Service will have different 
people sharing God’s word and music. Cowboy Church will 
introduce you to 2nd Chance and its vision. The school is 
in the building stage, which when completed, will teach 
troubled teens through God and the horse. If you have 
questions, call 293-2150. SEE YOU THERE! #38

Take off pounds sensibly
Sept.27: Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit 
weight loss support group for men and women, meets every 
Tuesday at the Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sand Lake. 
Your first visit is free so come check out what TOPS can 
do to help you reach your weigh loss goals! Weigh-ins 
8:15-9am, meeting starts at 9:15am. In case of inclement 
weather, meetings are cancelled if Tri-County or Cedar 
Springs schools are closed. Call Barb at 696-8049 for more 
information. #38

Red Flannel Talent Show Performers
Sept. 28: If you missed the Red Flannel Talent Show tryouts 
on September 14th it is not too late! A Dress Rehearsal will 
be held on Wednesday, September 28th at 7 pm at the Kent 
Theatre, 8 N. Main St., Cedar Springs. Please come fully 

prepared with music and costume. Contact Len at 231-750-
2337. The Red Flannel Talent Show will be held on Red 
Flannel Day, October 1st at about 4:30 pm (right after the 
parade). Tickets to the show are $3.00 each. #38

Red Flannel Rod & Gun Club’s Fun 3 
Gun Shoot
Oct. 2: Fun 3 Gun Shoot, 9am-1pm at Red Flannel Rod & 
Gun Club, 7463 18 Mile Rd. Open to the public. Shooting: 
pistol, rifle, shotgun. $10 per person, Lewis pay out at the 
end of the event. For any questions call 616-696-3711. #38p 

AWANA Program Kicks Off
Oct. 5: The Solon Center Wesleyan Church will kick off its 
AWANA program on Wednesday, October 5th from 6:30- 
8 pm. AWANA is an action packed program running from 
October through March for children ages 3 years through 
5th grade. It’s where kids learn God’s Word and have fun 
doing it! Go to www.scwchurch.com to register or come a 
few minutes early the first night. Student Ministries (6th-
12th) and adults will also meet. There’s something for 
everyone! The church is located at 15671 Algoma Avenue, 
just north of 19 Mile Road. Questions? Call 696-3229. All 
welcome! #38,39p

St.Peter’s Lutheran Blood Drive
Oct. 5: St.Peter’s Lutheran Church is holding a Blood Drive 
on Wednesday, October 5, 2016 at 3:00 pm to 7 pm in the 
Fellowship Hall at 310 East Division Street in Rockford. 
You can make an appointment online at www.MIBlood.org. 
Babysitting available. We need all Types. #38,39p

Kent theatre
DIGITAL Movies at the

now Showing

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 9

September 23 • 24 • 25

OctOber 1

ShOwtimeS: Fri: 6pm • 9pm | Sat: 6pm • 9pm | Sun: 3pm • 6pm

Red Flannel Day 
TalenT Show

after the parade

Digital Movie Tickets ONLY $3.00

OctOber 7-9

coming Soon:

The Alchemist
Last Monday, September 12, residents enjoyed the 

Readers Theatre put on by Actors del Arte at the Cedar 
Springs Public Library. The group presented Paulo Coeh-
lo’s book, “The Alchemist.” 

“We had a really great time,” said Library Director 
Donna Clark. “Seven actors, including Patricia Rose, 
Charlotte Ambrose, Shannon Rop, Tim Madden, Sr., 
Tim Madden Jr., Lucinda Zamani, and Brian Thomas 
did an outstanding job with their rendition of the Anda-
lusian shepherd boy named Santiago who travels from his 
homeland in Spain to the Egyptian desert in search of a 
treasure buried in the Pyramids. The audience loved the 
book and the entire evening was inspiring.”

 She said that everyone also enjoyed the lasagna and 
apple crisp dessert provided by Diane Fish, local library 
enthusiast and long-time fan of the Actors del Arte.

“The Foreigner” 
dedicated to Jack 
Clark

The Cedar Springs Community Players are both honor-
ing the past and trying something new with their upcoming 
production of The Foreigner. The show is being dedicated 
to Jack Clark, a longtime member, who died earlier this 
year. The Foreigner was Jack’s favorite show and he would 
travel all over the state to see productions of it. There will 
be displays of photographs and stories about Jack’s partici-
pation in past productions at the theater.  If you have photos 
or a memory to share, please contact Bob Clifford at con-
tact@cedarspringscommunityplayers.org. 

The Players are also offering some fun sponsorship op-
portunities for their theater patrons. The Foreigner is a play 
with a single set and there are a number of items that appear 
on the set or are mentioned in the play—some of them quite 
humorously. Sponsors will receive special pins that they can 
wear during the play to show they are an official Croquet 
Mallet, Carrot, Spoon Rack, etc., sponsor. Sponsorships are 
as follows: Sauerkraut - $25; Carrot, Spoon Rack, Candle, 
Fork, or Lamp - $20; Apples or Fireplace - $10; Croquet 
Mallets, Harmonica, Suitcase, or Key to Room 7 - $5.

Sponsorships can be purchased at the theater on the day 
of the performance or in advance from a Players member 
or cast member. Sponsorships purchased in advance will be 
included in the program.

Friends of the Players and the cast and crew can also send 
well wishes to them in the program for $10. Please contact 
Bob Clifford at contact@cedarspringscommunityplayers.
org. 

 

Free home maintenance classes at 
North Kent Community Services

North Kent Community Services (NKCS) has partnered 
with Home Repair Services to bring a series of free home 
maintenance workshops to northern Kent county. These 
workshops are open to the public; you do not need to be a 
client of NKCS to participate.

Home Maintenance Checkup
Tuesday, September 27 at 10:00 a.m.

This class and its discussion will give you some of the 
basics needed for you to begin making your own do-it-
yourself fixes around the house.

Basic Drywall Repair
Tuesday, October 4 at 10:00 a.m.

You’ll gain the knowledge and experience for do-it-
yourself drywall repairs around your home.

Basic Electrical
Tuesday, October 18 at 10:00 a.m.

You will have an opportunity to do some hands on wiring 
of an outlet, switch, and a light. You will gain skill sets to do 
some basic electrical around the home.

These free trainings will be held at North Kent 
Community Services at 10075 Northland Drive, Rockford. 
Call (616) 241-2601 for more information and to R.S.V.P. 
for these workshops.
 

43 West Cherry St
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-1910
cedarspringslibrary.org

Hours: Mon., Tues., & Fri. 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Wed. 10:00 am - 7:00 pm

Sat. 10:00 am -1:00 pm

What to choose?
An angel suddenly appears at a faculty meeting and 

tells the dean of the college that in return for his unself-
ish and exemplary behavior, he will be given his choice 
of infinite wealth, wisdom, or beauty. Without hesitating, 
the dean selects infinite wisdom.

“Done!” says the angel, and disappears in a cloud of 
smoke and a bolt of lightning.

Now, all heads turn toward the dean, who sits surround-
ed by a faint halo of light. One of his colleagues whispers, 
“Say something wise.”

The dean looks at them and says, “I should have taken 
the money.”
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Tail Waggers 
will be donating all 
proceeds to the 
Brison Ricker fund 
for All Walk-in Nail 
Trims for the month 
of September. 

Nail Trims are $5ea
and you do not need an 
appointment. 
Please come out and 
help support Brison - 
#RickerStrong!

sports
5th Annual Cedar 
Springs Pink Game

The 5th annual Cedar 
Springs Pink game for 
cancer awareness is Fri-
day, October 7, 2016, at 
Red Hawk Stadium.

Pink game T-shirts are 
available for purchase at 
the High School main 
office. Cost is $10 for 
size youth-adult xl and 
$12 for 2x. Honor pack-
age also available for $50~includes meet and greet with 
appetizers before game, goodie bag, t-shirt, and a memory 
walk with athlete onto field.

For more information please call the High School main 
office at 696-1200. 

Red Hawks rock homecoming game
By maddie nichols, student reporter

Senior Collin Alvesteffer scored four touchdowns in the game against Northview last Friday, Septem-
ber 16. Photo by K. Alvesteffer/R. LaLone.

The Cedar Springs Red Hawks 
took on the Northview’s Wildcats 
for their fourth game of the sea-
son, the first in their own stadium 
this season, and also the school’s 
homecoming game.

With a huge student section 
pushing for a win, senior Collin 
Alvesteffer started the game with 
a pick six within a minute and a 
half of the first quarter. The kick 
was good and the Hawks found 
themselves up 7-0 with 10 min-
utes and 57 seconds left. Cedar 
held off the Wildcats with tackles 
by juniors John Todd and Nate 
Patin, as well as senior Austin 
Basso. Alvesteffer got another 

Girls volleyball starts conference action
Cedar Springs Varsity 

Volleyball played a terrific 
conference opening match 
on Tuesday night (Sept. 13) 
against Lowell, with the 
Red Arrows prevailing in 
the three set match on their 
home floor. Lowell took the 
sets 19-25, 18-25 and 16-25. 

The Red Hawks were 
led by senior setter 
Ali Sparling, who put up 
a strong all around perfor-

mance with 5 kills, 8 as-
sists, 4 blocks and 7 digs.  
Sydney Plummer followed 
with 3 kills, 3 aces, 8 digs 
and an assist while Lau-
ren Kostus added 2 kills, 
5 service points and 3 
aces.  Sienna Wight tallied 
6 service points, 2 aces, 1 
block and 4 assist while 
Libero Kaitlyn Coons had 
15 digs on the night.

The second conference 

match on Thursday eve-
ning, September 15, at 
Greenville High School, 
brought a disappointing 
three set loss:  19-25, 18-
25 and 8-25. Senior Brooke 
Morris supplied a match 
high 6 kills and 3 blocks, 
while freshman Lau-
ren Kostus tallied 5 kills, 7 
digs, and a block. Sydney 
Plummer added 5 kills, 10 
digs and 2 aces. Ali Sparling 

recorded 10 assists, while 
Sienna Wight had 9. Kaitlyn 
Coons led the defense with 
18 digs.

 The Girls Varsity team 
moves to an overall 1-5-2 
record, and drops to 0-2 in 
the conference.  Their next 
matches are both home, 
hosting Ottawa Hills Tues-
day evening and Forest 
Hills Northern on Thursday 
night.  

Cedar Springs 
youth soccer night 
#Rickerstrong Game 

Join the Cedar Springs Soccer teams on Tuesday October 
4th, 2016, when they hold a Youth Cancer Awareness Night 
in support of Brison Ricker, a Cedar Springs High School 
Varsity Soccer player. Cedar Springs will host Greenville 
with JV at 5:00 p.m. and Varsity at 6:45 p.m. 

There will be Face Painting, Giveaways, Raffles, Prizes, 
and a halftime presentation. Youth players wearing a jersey 
get in free with a paid adult. 

Contact Kyle.Avink@gmail.com with any questions. 

Middle School 
football schedule

Middle school football is back! Gate fee: $3.00 adult and 
$2.00 per student. Rocket football players with jersey get 
in free.

Game times: 7th grade 5:00 p.m., 8th grade 6:30 p.m.
See schedule for next Wednesday, September 28, below:
Week          Date                Venue                Opponent
3            September 28         Cedar Springs     Kenowa Hills

GAME 4 - October 1st (Red Flannel Day)

Rocket Football
Rocket Football schedule for next week Saturday, October 1, for grades 3-6. Home 
games are at Skinner Field.

Time Venue CS Team Coach Opponent FD on 
Duty9:00AM HOME CS Team 2 Egan vs Sparta 

Team 1
Kip/Nien

10:30AM HOME CS Team 4 Austin vs Sparta 
Team 3

Kiphart

12:00PM HOME CS Team 6 Lange vs Kenowa 
Hills Team 1

Nien/Dew

1:30PM HOME CS Team 8 Kiphart vs Sparta 
Team 1

Deweese

3:00PM HOME CS Team 1 Castle vs Big Rapids 
Team 1

Dew/Kip

4:30PM HOME CS Team 3 Slager vs Big Rapids 
Team 2

Kiphart

6:00PM HOME CS Team 5 Crouch vs Big Rapids 
Team 1

Kiphart

7:30PM HOME CS Team 7 Dipiazza vs Big Rapids 
Team 2

Kiphart
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Changing lives one smile at a time

Friday, Sept. 23, 2016
RED HAWK VARSITY FOOTBALL
Grand Rapids Christian @ Cedar Springs Red Hawks at 7 p.m.

GAME IS HOME AT RED HAWK STADIUM

RED FLANNEL GRAND LODGE – NEW LOCATION!!!
Join us for the band TONGUE AND GROOVE from 8 pm until midnight. 
Tent opens at 7 pm! $5 admission.

ELM AND SECOND STREETS

Saturday, Sept. 24, 2016
RED FLANNEL 5K RUN AND WALK & KID’S FUN RUN
This is a FUN EVENT for the ENTIRE FAMILY as runners and walkers weave their 
way through the downtown course. Awards and Kid’s Fun Run to follow 5K. 
Best dressed Red Flannel Competition! 9 am Start time, meet to register at 8 
am at Grand Lodge Tent, Elm and Second Streets

RED FLANNEL GRAND LODGE TENT, ELM AND SECOND STREETS

BED RACE OBSTACLE COURSE
In one of the zaniest events the Festival offers, five-person teams race beds 
around an obstacle course competing for the best time! Throw in Festival icon, 
Keystone Kops, and the result is a hilarious time for all! Bring your own bed, or 
rent one from the Festival! Check in begins at 10:30 am; Race begins at 11 am. 
$10 entry fee (per 5 person team)

RED FLANNEL GRAND LODGE TENT, ELM AND SECOND STREETS

RED FLANNEL GRAND LODGE – NEW LOCATION!!!
Join us for the band TONGUE AND GROOVE from 8 pm until midnight. 
Tent OPENS at 7 pm. $5 admission.

RED FLANNEL GRAND LODGE TENT, ELM AND SECOND STREETS

RED FLANNEL QUEEN SCHOLARSHIP PAGEANT
Enjoy the elegance and tradition of a signature event. Tickets on sale, 3 weeks 
prior at Library, Adults $10. Available at HS Box Office for $13 at 6 pm. Doors 
open at 7 pm, Pageant begins at 7:30 pm.

CEDAR SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL AUDITORIUM

Red Flannel Festival - Schedule of Events
Friday, Sept. 30, 2016
CARNIVAL
Quality carnival rides, games with Elliott’s Amusements! 5 – 9 pm

ASH & BEECH STREETS

RED HAWK VARSITY FOOTBALL
Cedar Springs Red Hawks @ Lowell High School at 7 pm.

GAME IS AWAY AT LOWELL HIGH SCHOOL

FIREFIGHTER PARADE
Join us in honoring local area fire department members.
Begins approximately 7:30 pm.

MAIN STREET

RED FLANNEL GRAND LODGE – NEW LOCATION!!!
5 pm to 12:30 am $5 Cover. Must be 21 or over. The BEST LIVE MUSIC in Cedar 
Springs! Enjoy TRIXIE TANG from 8 pm until midnight. Featuring Miller/Miller Lite, 
Leinenkugel’s and Smirnoff Ice products!

RED FLANNEL GRAND LODGE TENT, ELM AND SECOND STREETS

RED FLANNEL SPEED TRIVIA
Speed Trivia Tournament hosted by BOJANGLES ENTERTAINMENT. Starts at 5 pm 
until 7 pm!! Cash and other prizes to winners! Teams of 1-6 people welcome to par-
ticipate! $35.00 entry fee per team. 15 team maximum so pre-register early!! Visit 
Red Flannel Website for more information or check out Bojangles Entertainment on
Facebook for updates.

RED FLANNEL GRAND LODGE TENT, ELM AND SECOND STREETS

Saturday, Oct. 1, 2016
red FLaNNeL day
FLAG RAISING CEREMONY
8:45 am. Presented by the American Legion Glen Hill Post #287
Cedar Springs Middle School Marching Band

RED HAWK STADIUM, CEDAR SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL

FLAPJACK BREAKFAST
All you can eat breakfast of pancakes, eggs, sausage, coffee and juice, 
served from 7 am – noon. $8 – 12 and over; $6 – ages 5-12 and FREE for 
5 years and under or Special family price $25. Half of profits to EASTERN 
STARS & MASONS OF ROCKFORD

RED HAWK ELEMENTARY CAFETERIA

TAKE THE TROLLEY! – RETURNING EVENT!!!
Ride B&W’s beautiful, enclosed trolley on a route with stops at all
of the exciting events! $1 for adults and children over 12; free for
children under 12.

DESIGNATED TROLLEY STOPS THROUGHOUT CITY

CARNIVAL
Quality carnival rides, games with Elliott’s Amusements. All day!

ASH AND BEECH STREET

RED FLANNEL MARKETPLACE
Vendors of many different item types displayed all day! Browse
and shop in beautiful downtown Cedar Springs!

ELM STREET

CEDAR SPRINGS YOUTH FOOTBALL
7:30 am – 9 pm Games all day.

SKINNER FIELD near MORLEY PARK

RED FLANNEL MARCHING BAND COMPETITION
Area High School Marching Bands present half-time shows in competition.
Begins 8 am.

RED HAWK STADIUM, CEDAR SPRINGS HIGH SCHOOL

GIANT ARTS AND CRAFT FAIR
Over 90 vendors of beautiful handmade items. 9 am. until 2 pm.
$1 admission

RED HAWK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

RED FLANNEL CAR SHOW
Come to enter your pride and joy, or just browse and admire! Admission
is FREE. Cost $15 per entry, registration at 9:30 am. Show is from 10 am - 2 
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2015-16

Professional auto rePair
New hours: M-F 8-6 • sat. 8-4 • suN. Closed

696-8863

15670 NorthlaNd dr. 
betweeN Cedar spriNgs 

aNd saNd lake

aNy Car aNy repair
diesel - hybrid • MediuM & heavy duty • ForeigN & doMestiC

Contact Rockford Ambulance at 616-866-0724
or www.rockfordambulance.com

for information on our 
Rockford Ambulance Care Plan

8450 Shaner Ave
Rockford, MI 49341
Rockford 616.866.0724

Sparta 616.887.1479
Lowell 616.897.7902

GR Twp. 616-866-0724

pm at Tractor Supply/Verizon Wireless Lot. Winners receive FREE Grand 
Parade entry!

17 MILE ROAD AT TRACTOR SUPPLY/WIRELESS ZONE PARKING LOT

CEDAR SPRINGS ROTARY FAMOUS CHICKEN 
BARBECUE!
Come and experience an EXCELLENT chicken dinner with all the trimmings 
at the Rotary Chicken barbecue from 11 am – 5 pm!

CHERRY & MAIN STREET

POORMAN PULLERS MINI ROD TRACTOR PULL
Weigh in begins at 10 am, pulling from 11 am – 2 pm. FREE Admission

ELM STREET PULLING TRACK – BEHIND WHITE PINE STAGING AREA

RED FLANNEL ANTIQUE FARM TRACTORS & 
ENGINES SHOW – AT CEDAR SPRINGS MUSEUM!
Antique tractors and running farm equipment fill Morley Park! Museum tours 
from 10 am to 2 pm. FREE admission to tractor show and family events.

MORLEY PARK

MODEL TRAIN SHOW – NEW EVENT!!!
See the fantastic display of model trains by the Holland Modular Railroad 
Club and friends! FREE admission! 10 am - 3:00 pm

CEDAR VIEW ELEMENTARY GYMNASIUM

HELICOPTER RIDES
10 am till dark, weather permitting. Traverse City Helicopter Adventures 
providing rides with spectacular views of Red Flannel Town! About a 13 
mile flight around the area, approx. 7 min experience. Special pricing for 
kids under 12.

BEHIND HILLTOP at CEDAR SPRINGS SCHOOL CAMPUS

AMERICAN MARTIAL ARTS INSTITUTE 
DEMONSTRATION
The skilled FIRESTORM team performs to light up downtown! Begins at 
noon. FREE Admission.

MAIN AND ELM STREET

RED FLANNEL GRAND LODGE – NEW LOCATION!!!
OPENS AT NOON!!!
NOON to 12:30 am. $5 Cover. Must be 21 or over. The BEST LIVE MUSIC in Cedar 
Springs! Enjoy the music of THE DENISE BROWN CONNECTION from 8 
pm -midnight. Featuring Miller/Miller Lite, Leinenkugel’s and Smirnoff Ice 
products!

RED FLANNEL GRAND LODGE TENT, ELM AND SECOND STREETS

CS LIONS PULLED PORK SANDWICH BOOTH
PULLED PORK Sandwich and FRESH CUT fries booth! Nothing says Red 
Flannel like some delicious food. Also, if you need a cold soda or hot coffee/
cocoa, come on by!

IN FRONT OF CITY HALL - 66 S. MAIN ST.

RED FLANNEL CHILDREN’S PARADE
Boys and girls decorate their bikes and wear costumes in their own parade! 
Please provide bicycle helmets! Parents are encouraged to walk with chil-
dren! Parade begins promptly at 2:45 pm!

LINE UP AT MUSKEGON & MAIN STREETS

RED FLANNEL GRAND PARADE
The Festival’s signature event, the FAMOUS Grand Parade draws thousands 
of people! Be sure to wear RED! or the Keystone Kops will arrest you! More 
than 120 entries of floats, bands and entertainment.
PARADE BEGINS PROMPTLY AT 3 PM!

MAIN & MUSKEGON STREETS

RED FLANNEL PARADE GRANDSTAND
Stop by and see Sue Harrison, who has been graciously donating her time 
to announce this parade for 25 years!

MAIN & ASH STREETS

POWDER PUFF FOOTBALL
Junior and Senior young ladies play flag football! Begins at 7:00 pm.

RED HAWK STADIUM

KEYSTONE KOPS
The MOST FAMOUS ICON of the Festival, they arrest everyone not wearing 
RED! Be on the look out and prepared with $1 in “bail money” to “get out of 
jail”!

KEYSTONE KOP JAIL at MAIN & ASH STREETS



The Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources has confirmed 
the presence of European frogbit, a 
prohibited aquatic invasive plant, in 
Reeds and Fisk lakes in the city of 
East Grand Rapids. European frog-
bit was first verified in Michigan in 
1996 along the Great Lakes water-
ways in southeastern Michigan and 
has since been found in areas along 
Lake Huron and the eastern Upper 
Peninsula. The detections on Reeds 
and Fisk lakes represent the west-
ernmost known locations of this 
invasive plant in Michigan and the 
Midwest.   

Staff from PLM Lake and Land 
Management Corporation initially identi-
fied the plant during a routine lake inspec-
tion and reported the finding through the 
Midwest Invasive Species Information 
Network (MISIN), triggering a notifica-

tion to the DNR and the Department of 
Environmental Quality’s Aquatic Inva-
sive Response Team. The team currently 
is assessing the risk level of the situation 
and working with partners in the commu-
nity, including the city of East Grand Rap-

ids, Kent Conser-
vation District and 
the West Michigan 
Cooperative Inva-
sive Species Man-

agement Area, to develop an action plan.
What is European frogbit?

A native of Europe and parts of Africa 
and Asia, European frogbit is an aquatic 
plant with small (half-inch to 2.5 inch), 
heart-shaped leaves resembling miniature 
water lilies. Unlike similar aquatic plants, 
European frogbit does not anchor its roots 
in the lake or stream bed but remains 
free-floating. Three-petaled white flowers 
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Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 35 years

Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060

w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT
169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
616-887-8661

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger steve mueller

Insect or wind 
pollinated

Showy attractive flowers tend to be insect pollinated. 
Flowers that do not capture our attention are typically wind 
pollinated. The size of pollen is a critical factor between 
the wind and insect pollinated flowers. Large pollen weight 
causes it to fall to ground near the parent plant when dis-
lodged. An insect or bird is needed to carry heavy pollen 
from flower to flower in order for the plant to have success-
ful fertilization. Tiny pollen is easily carried long distances 
by wind to improve chances for pollination.

When a bee, butterfly, beetle, other insect, or humming-
bird carries pollen from one flower to another, the pollen 
sticks to the top of a pistil if it is ripe and receptive. Male 
pollen is equivalent to sperm in animals. When it is released 
from a flower’s anther, an animal carries it to another flow-
er. Animals that carry pollen improve the chances for polli-
nation because pollen on their bodies has the best chance of 
reaching a flower of the same species. Wind carried pollen 
rides the wind wherever it goes.

We notice yellow pollen on a honeybee’s body. Showy 
flower petals attract the attention of insects. When insects 
approach a flower, they see “lighted runway” landing strips. 
They are not as noticeable to our eyes because petals reflect 
ultraviolet light we do not see. Insects see a broader visible 
spectrum. We might see dark or light lines on the petals that 
lead toward the center of the flower. 

Those lines are runways that direct the travel of insects 
like airport runway lights help a plane’s pilot on the landing 
strip. As the insect walks toward the center of a flower to 
probe for nectar, it brushes against an anther that sits atop 
a thin string-like filament that bends when bumped. If the 
anther is ripe, pollen will be released onto the body of an 
insect and sticks to its “hairy body.” 

The female part of the flower usually ripens later than its 
flower’s anthers and is not receptive when the pollen is re-
leased. This helps prevent inbreeding. The part of the flow-
er pistil that captures pollen has a sticky top called the stig-
ma. Pollen on it digests its way through a long neck called 
the style and when it reaches the ovule (egg) in the ovary it 
will fertilize it. The fertilized ovule becomes a seed. 

The same process occurs in wind-pollinated flowers like 
corn, grass, sedges, and ragweed. Ragweed blooms at the 
same time as showy yellow goldenrod flowers in a field. The 
pollen on goldenrod is large and fewer in number than min-
ute pollen cells released from ragweed. Goldenrod pollen 
will not be carried far by wind and falls to the ground. It is 
insect dependent for pollination. Ragweed pollen, like corn 
pollen, can float in a gentle light breeze. It will go wherever 
the wind goes and is less efficient at reaching a flower of its 
own species. More pollen is produced by wind-pollinated 
plants and compensates for the lower efficiency. 

Pollen from the nondescript green ragweed flowers 
makes it to our nose and sinuses where it causes an allergic 
reaction we call “hay fever.” People unjustly blame golden-
rod for “hay fever.” Goldenrod pollen is unlikely to get in 
our noses unless a bee enters our nose. If that occurs, the 
bee will be of greater concern than the pollen.

Some insect pollinated flowers are green but the insects 
find them. I wonder if they reflect ultraviolet light. Some 
flowers can utilize both wind and insect pollination. How I 
wish I knew more about the secret workings in nature nich-
es. There is always something new to discover outside. Do 
not blame the insect-pollinated goldenrod for “hay fever.”

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

Kids find success in annual Youth Hunt
Last weekend, September 17-18, was the annual Youth 

Hunt here in Michigan. At least three area youth bagged a 
deer last weekend, all for the first time. 

Spencer Township youth gets first deer

Brothers both get first deer

Ten-year-old Hunter Hankiewicz, of Spencer Township, 
pictured right, went hunting for the first time on Septem-
ber 17, in Mason County, and got his first buck. It was an 
8-point with a 14-1/2 inch spread. Good job, Hunter!

Coty Youngs Jr., 10, of Ensley Township, went hunting 
with his dad, Coty Youngs Sr., on the first day of Youth 
Hunt, September 17, and got his first deer. It was a nice 
8-point buck. He was hunting in the Hardy Dam area, on 
his Uncle Bill’s place, in Big Prairie Township.

Later that day, Coty’s younger brother, Andrew Youngs, 
8, also shot his first deer at Uncle Bill’s place. The boys say 
thanks for a great place to hunt  

European frogbit detected in 
West Michigan lakes
Invasive species alert

Frogbit leaf: European 
frogbit leaves, shown 
here, are similar in 
shape, though much 
smaller than those of 
the water lily.
Frogbit colony: Dense 
colonies of European 
frogbit can develop 
quickly in shallow, 
slow-moving water.



Welcome Back Chargers
WOW! We have started another year at Creative Technol-

ogies Academy Elementary, we love having so many fresh, 
new faces in our halls along with the many returning faces! 
The hallways have been filled with laughter, kindness, and 
lots and lots of learning in these first couple weeks! One 
new face in the CTA elementary is Mrs. Mattson, the new 
Dean of Students, and CTA is very lucky to have her on 
board as we work on character development and what be-
ing a Charger is all about! We are so excited to experience 
all that she has in store for us this year!

The kids are ready and excited for this school year to 
begin. Zoey, a returning first grader said, “I am excited to 
make new friends!” These kids are ready to start receiving 
the knowledge the teachers at CTA are more than willing to 
give. “I am excited to read more books,” said Liam, another 
first grader. The staff and students are ready to have another 
GREAT year at CTA!!!

GO CHARGERS!!!
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CTA Welcomes New 
Teaching Staff

CTA welcomes new teachers to the team for the 2016-17 
school year. Justin Harding, 8th grade and Middle School Sci-
ence; Ben Fredrickson, High School Science; Todd Bowmar, 
High School English and Lisa Perry, K-12 Physical Education.

cTa character 
education
September Character 
Trait is RESPECT

Each month, CTA focuses on a character trait 
that we discuss, learn, collaborate and implement 
into our lives at school, home and our commu-
nity. Our administration meets with our high 
school students twice a month and meets weekly 
with our elementary and middle school students 
to focus on this character trait. Our teachers at 
CTA spend time each day implementing this 
character trait into their instruction.

Dean of Students, Autumn Mattson, meets with high 
school students to engage them in conversations 

about Respect - CTA’s character trait of the month.

Elementary students gather to kick off the school year.

Character Day
Over 62,000 groups in 96 countries have already signed 

up for the third annual Character Day, set for September 
22! CTA will join this global conversation around the im-
portance of developing character strengths (resilience, grit, 
empathy, courage, kindness) – all rooted in evidence-based 
research.

Charger Kid’s Club
CTA’s Kid’s Club is back! The program runs Monday-Fri-

day from 3-6:00 p.m. (1-6:00 p.m. on early release days) for 
students in grades K-6 and is administered by Vicki Ross. 
Students will spend time making crafts, doing homework, 
working on team-building skills, playing games and partic-
ipating in outdoor activities. Miss Vicki brings 10 years of 
daycare experience and many years of volunteering with 
preschool programs. She has four children - one of whom 
is in 8th grade at CTA - and eight grandchildren. She loves 
to cook, bake and spend time with her children and grand-
children. She has a passion for working with children, vol-
unteers at the Cedar Springs Library and her church. She is 
excited about being at CTA and working with the students. 
Contact Student Services at 616-696-4905 if you are inter-
ested in enrolling your child in Charger Kid’s Club.

Chargers Cross Country 
Team Preps for A Great 
Season

This year’s cross country team is focusing on the impor-
tance of leadership in conjunction with its size. As the size 
of the teams have grown, so has the character of the team 
grown exponentially, as they learn the value of communica-
tion, teamwork and creativity. Great strides are already be-
ing made as these core values are being applied in practice 
and on the race course. Coaches Danielle Davies and Ben 
Fredrickson are excited about the talent of the teams and 
are looking forward to the great things that both the Middle 
School and Varsity Teams will accomplish this season.

This year’s seniors are Ethan Lehman, Tatyanna Lawson 
and Kenny Roesner. The captains leading the varsity teams 
are senior Ethan Lehman and junior James Hofstra and 
sophomore Brianne Calkins and freshman Hannah Hofst-
ra. There are a total of 13 varsity and seven middle school 
runners this year.

Creative Technologies 
Academy

SCHOOL CALENDAR
September 22  National Character Day
 23  Student Early Release – (2 hours early)
  K-5 Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.
  6-12 Dismissal at 12:45 p.m.
  Popcorn Day
 30  School Walk-A-Thon 10:00 a.m.-3:00 p.m.
  Students vs. Staff Football Game @  
  Skinner Field 4:00 p.m.
October  7  Student Early Release – (2 hours early)
  K-5 Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.
  6-12 Dismissal at 12:45 p.m.
 14  Elementary Library Day
  Middle School Fun Night
 17-20  Student-Led Parent Teacher Conferences 
  (K-8 Only)
  Scholastic Book Fair
 21  Student Early Release – (2 hours early)
  K-5 Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.
  6-12 Dismissal at 12:45 p.m.
  Box Top Fall Turn

Follow CTA on Facebook and 
Twitter for up-to-the-minute 

events and activities
• Creative Technologies Academy Family (closed group)

• Creative Technologies Academy (public group)
• Dan George, CTA Superintendent/School Leader 

(inspirational/character building group)
• Twitter: @ctachargers

Creative Technologies Academy

CTA Assists With GRPD Appreciation Project
CEDAR SPRINGS, Mich. – 

Creative Technologies Academy 
teamed up with a volunteer group 
to assemble approximately 200 
bags for the Grand Rapids Police 
Department. CTA parents, Lau-
ra Wortz and Ruthanne Brinks, 
were asked to be involved and 
plan an appreciation dinner for 
the GRPD as their husbands both 
protect and serve as police offi-
cers.

“We wanted our school to be a 
part of this,” Wortz commented. 
“We wanted them to have the op-
portunity to give back to the men 
and women who give so much to 
all of us.”

18 members of the CTA Cross 
Country team, along with their 
coaches, helped pack the bags 
with chips, granola bars, gum 
and mints. CTA’s elementary 
students and Charger Kid’s Club 

spent time decorating the bags before 
they were filled. The bags that were 
leftover from the appreciation dinner 
were given to the community officers 
to share with the youth that they en-
countered during their shifts. 

Meijer was a major sponsor and 
provided a generous donation for the 
supplies for the event.   



Wife upset Post reported husband arrested
I am writing regarding the defamatory article that was 

published on September 15, 2016, about my esteemed 
husband of 20 years Richard Webb. I stand in support of 
my husband’s character and our business regardless of the 
charges mentioned. Since we were not given an opportunity 
to comment I will list some details that were not reported: 

When my husband was a young man he voluntarily as-
sisted The Cedar Springs Post specifically, Lois Allen and 
her mother, when they had computer issues. In addition he 
also voluntarily assisted with preparing the papers for de-
livery. 

Zylatech has supported the City of Cedar Springs for 12 
years. In recognition of our home town we waived our stan-
dard travel charge for them. We have always gone above 

and beyond to make sure 
they were taken care of. 
When there were no techni-
cians immediately available 
I myself went onsite and in-
stalled memory in a PC for a 
previous City Manager so he 
could get back to work. 

The current City Manag-
er, Mike Womack, has only 
been with the City for a very 
short time and has never met 
Rich. I do not consider his 
comments to be an accurate 
representation of our com-
pany. 

My husband and I have 
run our business with integ-
rity for 16 years. Our goal 
has always been “To hon-
or God while providing a 
timely response and quality 
service.” That is what we do 
and will continue to do. 

I am disheartened by the 
fact that our own hometown 
newspaper has treated us and 
our local small business with 
such disrespect. Rich and his 
family have been members 
of this community most, if 
not all, of their lives. I per-
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(616) 884-5884
s m i l e r o c k f o r d . c o m

changing lives one smile at a time

NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS

Voices / Views
Post Scripts

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 
words. The subject should be relevant to local readers, 
and the editor reserves the right to reject letters or edit 
for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability con-
cerns. All submissions MUST be accompanied by full 
name, mailing address and daytime phone number. We 
use this information to verify the letter’s authenticity. 
We do not print anonymous letters, or acknowledge let-
ters we do not use. Writers are limited to one letter per 
month. Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or send 
to PostScripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319.

Crashes on 17 Mile and White Creek
Once again, on the corner of White Creek and 17 Mile 

Road, there is a wreck—one truck with the front end de-
stroyed and the other upside down. Quite a few crashes in 
the center turn lane and the other lanes on 17 Mile Road. 

No longer a welcoming community?

I am truly saddened and disheartened by the actions of 
some of our community members. The way that some be-
have and tear others down is just wrong.  I remember when 
my kiddos were at Cedar Trails they use to sing a song 
about welcoming people to Cedar Springs and how people 
with all different backgrounds were welcome here. I wish 
our community would follow in the footsteps of that song. 

How horrible it is that someone comes to our town look-
ing to put down roots, but before they’re even able to get 
a toe in the water there are people trying to push them out. 
Constantly being criticized for doing the job they were hired 
to do. The way our superintendent has been treated makes 
me sick. How would you feel if you put your all into some-
thing you believed in, working tirelessly and accomplished 
amazing things, bringing our district many, many positive 
changes and programs that it had been in desperate need 
of, but yet, you constantly had to be on guard and defend 
yourself because some people want you gone? The same 
people who were upset you got the job in the first place. 
Now they’re not only attacking you, they’re attacking your 
husband; a man who spends countless hours volunteering 
for the school and Red Flannel. I’ve heard it said that people 
don’t know how it is possible that he’s now the Red Flannel 
President. I can only imagine it’s because of the countless 
volunteer hours he’s put in for the festival and he’s earned 
his place.

It really makes me sad that we live in a place that does 
not give people a chance and does not accept everyone as 
equals. I can’t even begin to list all the positive things that 
have happened in our district in the past two years, things 
that directly affect our kids. I pray people take a step back 
and think of how they’re treating others and the message it’s 
sending to all of our kids. It is high time we let the past be 
the past and move forward together in the positive direction 
the district is now heading.

Jennifer Skelonc, Nelson Township

Two people taken to the hospital from the two-truck inci-
dent. Cars are turning this way and that way into the stores. 
People run the light at White Creek and 17 Mile Road of-
ten. Does anyone else wish the speed limit on both roads 
was 35 mph enforced? Forty-five to 50 mph is way too fast.

David Viau, Cedar Springs

sonally have lived in Cedar Springs for 19 years and am 
proud to have our 12-year-old son, Ian, attending Cedar 
Springs Middle School. It’s unfortunate that no one at The 
Cedar Springs Post took in account the damage that this 
article would do to our son, family, friends, church, em-
ployees, and livelihood. 

In closing I would like to remind the Post and it’s read-
ers that one of the most sacred principles in the American 
criminal justice system is that a defendant is innocent until 
proven guilty. I also want The Cedar Springs Post and it’s 
readers to understand that God is with us no matter what 
the situation or trial we face in life. I recommend everyone 
watch and see what our Almighty God is going to do! 

Sherrie E. Webb
Director of Operations, Zylatech, LLC 
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nOtICe

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

Call for       
       Service...

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

legal 
nOtICes

Frogbit
...continued from page 10

• Realtor
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

Brynadette 
Powell

Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.Brynadette.com

Solon 
Township Hall
15185 Algoma Avenue

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

PUBlIC noTICE
Summary of Minutes of the 
Township Board Meeting, 

September 13, 2016.
Board Members Present: Robert Ellick, V. Fred 
Gunnell, Mark Hoskins, Art Gerhardt, Mary Lou 
Poulsen
Board Members Absent: none.
Approved: agenda; consent agenda; amend-
ment to Zoning Ordinance, resolution for DNR 
grant application, hiring of firefighter Nicholas 
Grady, RFP for Fire Department rescue tools, 
registration for 2 firefighters to the Fire Academy.
Failed: Change in compensation policy for 
trained and untrained fire personnel.
no action taken: none.
Tabled: Life Insurance policy change.
Public Comments: none.
Adjournment: 8:14 p.m.

The complete text of this summary is available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours 
or on the township’s web site @ www.solontwp.
org. 

Dated:  September 22, 2016
Mary Lou Poulsen, Clerk

WE INSTALL

Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair
Hours

Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

•Clutches
•Brakes
•Oil Changes
•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051

with yellow centers appear briefly sometime between mid-July 
and mid-August.  
Why is it a problem?

The plant quickly forms dense colonies or mats in shallow, 
slow-moving waters. These thick mats prevent native plant 
growth, make movement difficult for ducks and large fish, and 
cause problems for boaters, anglers and swimmers.  

European frogbit is spread by plant fragments or by turions—
small, quarter-inch buds that break off the plant and overwinter 
in lake or stream beds. Plant parts easily can be transported to 
new water bodies on boat motors or trailers, fishing gear and oth-
er recreational equipment.
What can be done?      

“Detecting European frogbit in West Michigan is a call to ac-
tion to all lake, stream and wetland users to clean, drain and dry 
boats and gear,” said Kevin Walters, an invasive species aquatic 
biologist with the DEQ. “Take the simple steps of removing all 
plants and debris from boats, trailers and gear and draining bilges 
and live wells before leaving a site. Allow boats and equipment 
to dry for at least five days before moving to another water body.”

Walters said that even waders, fishing nets and inner tubes 
can harbor invasive species and should be thoroughly dried in 
the sun or cleaned with a 2-percent bleach solution before being 
used at a different location.
What if I see European frogbit?

Anyone can help by reporting suspected European frogbit. The 
easiest way to report this harmful invasive plant is through the 
MISIN website, at www.misin.msu.edu or by downloading the 
MISIN app to a smartphone.  

First, become familiar with identifying the plant. MISIN offers 
a short identification tutorial which helps distinguish between 
European frogbit and similar aquatic plants.

If you encounter European frogbit on the water, take some 
photos. These can be uploaded on the MISIN website or attached 
to a report via the MISIN app. Reports are directed through MI-
SIN to DNR and DEQ aquatic biologists. 

For more information on European frogbit and other invasive 
species, visit Michigan’s invasive species website at www.mich-
igan.gov/invasivespecies.  

touchdown, with 5 minutes and 8 seconds remaining, while 
Dustin Shaw had a successful kick giving the Hawks a 14-0 
lead. 

Thirty seconds into the second quarter, Alvesteffer ran 
in for another touchdown, leaving Cedar up by 21 points. 
Only 10 seconds later, senior Jacob Hooker scored a touch-
down with 11 minutes and 12 seconds remaining of the first 
half, making the score 27-0. Northview finally got on the 
board with a long run and touchdown with 3 minutes and 
34 seconds left on the clock, making the score 27-7. Runs 
by seniors Hooker and Basso led to a touchdown by soph-
omore Lucas Pienton, with a little under 2 minutes remain-
ing. The halftime score was Cedar up 33-7. 

After the Homecoming Queen and King announcement, 
the sideline cheerleader routine, and the marching band 
performance, lightning struck and the game received a thir-
ty-minute delay. Fans were asked to leave the stands during 
the delay.

Alvesteffer got his fourth touchdown shortly after the be-
ginning of the second half, increasing the Hawks’ lead to 
41-7. 

In the fourth quarter, Northview made a long run and got 
a touchdown after a penalty was called on Cedar Springs, 
with 9 minutes and 20 seconds left of the game. With the 
score 41-13, the Northview fans got riled up to make a 
comeback and pushed their team to get another touchdown, 
which they did, with 5 minutes and 15 seconds left in the 
game. The two-point conversion was no good, making the 
score 41-19. A long run by Lucas Pienton led to a touch-
down by junior Darius Barnett, 3 minutes and 30 seconds 
left in the game. The two-point conversion was good mak-
ing the score 49-19. Tackles by sophomore Ryan Ringler 
and junior John Todd closed out the game with the final 
score being 49-19. 

Cedar Springs is now 2-0 in conference and 3-1 overall. 
Their next game is Friday, September 23, when they host 
Grand Rapids Christian (4-0) in the MLive Game of the 
Week. 

Hawks
...continued from page 7

Collide
...continued from front page

Pleads
...continued from front page
Homeland Security Investigations. 

Vallier has been in custody since his arrest on related 
state charges on July 10, 2016, which were dismissed in 
light of federal prosecution. The plea hearing has not yet 
been scheduled and will be held at the federal courthouse 
in Grand Rapids. Homeland Security Investigations and the 
U.S. Attorney’s Office are continuing to identify and notify 
victims. 

This case is being prosecuted by Assistant U.S. Attorney 
Tessa K. Hessmiller as part of the Department of Justice’s 
Project Safe Childhood, a nationwide initiative designed 
to protect children from exploitation and abuse. The U.S. 
Attorney’s Office, county prosecutor’s offices, and feder-
al, state, and local law enforcement are working closely 
together to locate, apprehend, and prosecute individuals 
who exploit children. Individuals with information or con-
cerns about possible child exploitation should contact local 
law enforcement. For more information about Project Safe 
Childhood in West Michigan, including resources for chil-
dren and parents, visit: http://www.justice.gov/usao/miw/
programs/psc.html. 

Homeland Security Investigations encourages the public 
to report suspected child predators and any suspicious activ-
ity through its toll-free Tip Line at 1-866-DHS-2-ICE or by 
completing its online tip form. Both are staffed around the 
clock by investigators. From outside the U.S. and Canada, 
callers should dial 802-872-6199. Hearing impaired users 
can call TTY 802-872-6196. 

Suspected child sexual exploitation or missing children 
may be reported to the National Center for Missing & Ex-
ploited Children, an Operation Predator partner, via its toll-
free 24-hour hotline, 1- 800-THE-LOST. For additional 
information about wanted suspected child predators, down-
load 

HSI’s Operation Predator smartphone app or visit the on-
line suspect alerts page. 

hicle, a 34-year-old Sparta man and a 36-year-old Spar-
ta woman, were transported to Butterworth Hospital via 
Rockford Ambulance with non-life-threatening injuries.  

The driver of the eastbound vehicle was transported to 
Blodgett Hospital with non-life-threatening injuries.  

Cedar Springs Fire Department assisted with the crash 
scene. The crash remains open and under investigation, so 
names have not yet been released. Alcohol is not believed 
to be a factor. 

The POST guarantee:
We guarantee 
NO ONE will see 
your ad if it's not 
in the paper!!



Nitro- Male Retriever Mix

I’m a social and friendly 2 
year old Labrador Retriever 
Mix ready for my forever 
home! I was transferred to 
HSWM from another shel-
ter, making my history a mys-
tery. I am a happy-go-lucky 
guy who is bouncy and loves 
treats! I would do well in a 
house with respectful chil-
dren. If I sound like a good fit for you please come visit me 
at Humane Society of West Michigan!

 Sophia Louise– Fe-
male Domestic Shorthair

I am a sweet 7 year old 
senior cat ready for a re-
laxed house to call home! 
I’ve been patiently waiting 

for my forever family since June. I am fun and friendly but 
also have a sassy side! If I sound like a good fit for you please 
come visit me at Humane Society of West Michigan!

Found Dog: Smaller female 
dog, mostly white with black 
patches & spots. It showed up 
at our house Monday August 
29th about a mile away from 
Gordon Park between Cedar 
Springs and Sand Lake. If you 
want a picture we can text you 
one. Please call 616-821-7321 
or 616-799-5277. #35

Free Cat: LOOKING FOR A 
HOME FOR LIFE: Buddy for 
life. This beautiful long hair 
male tiger w/white paws and 
chest is super duper lovable. 
Full of spunk, he needs 
someone to LOVE and play 
with. Approximately 6 months 
old. For more info, call (616) 
309-3950. #38

Humane Society of West Michigan is open 
Tuesday-Friday 12-7, Saturday & Sunday 11-4. 
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The POST 
will give you a

$1.00 OFF 
CLASSIFIEDS
when you pay with

CA$H$ 
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EstatE 
saLEs

ChiLd CarE

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

aUCtiON

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

ServiceS

GaraGE/
yard saLEs

hOMEs 
fOr saLE

For more information on the Humane 
Society of West Michigan, call (616) 

453-8900 or visit them at 3077 Wilson 
NW,  just ½ mile north of  Three Mile Road 

during adoption hours or visit 
www.hswestmi.org

PETS of the WEEK

hELp 
WaNtEd

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 
616-696-1100

 

NEw hOME 
coming next week

watch for it soon

Crafts aNd 
bazaars

CrittEr
COrNEr

CLassEs aNd 
LEssONs

Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word

Call 616.696.3655

P   STThe

Saturday, September 24, 2016
10:00 a.m.

eState auCtION OF 
80+ aCre Farm & 

perSONaL prOperty
Located at 

10881 Walander Road, Cedar Springs, MI
(North of Grand Rapids on US-131 to M-57 then 7 1/2 miles 
east to Harvard Road (or 7 miles west of Greenville on M-57), 
then 5 1/2 miles north to Hatch Road and left 1/2 mile to sale 
site OR north of downtown Cedar Springs on North Main to 
18 Mile Road, 7 miles east to Harvard Road, north to Hatch 
and left to sale site.) 

This property was acquired by the family in 1861 at the be-
ginning of the Civil War -- lots of interesting items includ-
ing some antique furniture, lamps, quilts, old farm items, 
bedroom furniture, glassware, china. Modern furniture and 
items also to be sold. A Flint & Walling windmill still in good 
condition will be sold following the real estate auction which 
will take place at 12:30 p.m. 
See www.stantons-auctions.com for sale flyer. 

the eState OF edIth tISdeL

StaNtON’S auCtIONeerS
144 S. Main, Vermontville, MI 49096

Phone 517.726.0181 

Join us on Saturday, October 8th for the 
4th Annual Bark in the Dark family & dog 
friendly glow-in-the-dark fun walk/run to 
benefit the animals of Humane Society of 
West Michigan! Registration is open now at 
www.barkinthedark.org.

In accordance with the 
provisions of law, there being 
due and unpaid charges 
for which the undersigned 
is entitled to satisfy, an 
owner’s lien of the goods 
hereinafter described and 
stored at CEDARFIELD SELF 
STORAGE located at 3592 – 
17 Mile Rd., Cedar Springs, 
MI 49319, 888-865-4800 is 
hereby enforced; and, due 
notice having been given to the 
owners of said property and 
all parties known to claim an 
interest therein, and the time 
specified in such notice for 
payment having expired, the 
goods will be sold at public 
auction to the highest bidder 
or otherwise disposed of on 
Saturday, September 24, 
2016 at 10 am. Cash only. 
We reserve the right to refuse 
any or all bids. Jimmy Hudson, 
A114 10x20, household goods; 
Joshua Cahill, F613 10x10, 
household goods; Gary Kelley, 
F619 10x20, household goods.

Auction Sale

CrittEr
COrNEr

JOin OuR 
TEam!

The POST is in search 
of SALES REPS...

• Flexible Hours

• Great Commission Rate

• No Nights or Weekends

• No Long Distance Driving

Send resumes to 
sales@cedarspringspost.com

Learn Play & Grow Day-
care. Biggest indoor play 
ground. We provide Day-
care and Preschool. Check 
us out at Learnplayand-
growdaycare.com or Face-
book Learn Play and Grow 
16. #30-38p

Piano lessons and be-
ginner bassoon lessons 
available in Cedar Springs/
Sparta/Kent City/Sand 
Lake area. Call 616-696-
4505 or email mdams-
gaard@yahoo.com, web-
site – merryspiano.weebly.
com. #38,39p

Crafters (handmade or home-
made) wanted for church’s 
Oct 15th craft show. Call Linda 
Kinney at 616-299-4261 or em: 
ckinney@iserv.net. #38b

GARAGE - RUMMAGE SALES
Friday & Saturday, September 
23-24, 9am-5pm. Generator, 
treadmill, yarn, and misc. 8857 
Benham Road NE. #38p

After having a travel trailer over 
50 years, we are selling all 
contents plus more. No clothes 
or toys. Thursday, Friday 
September 22-23, 9-?, 5785 
Becker. #38p

Estate/Indoor Sale. Friday 
& Saturday September 23 
& 24, 9-5 both days. Kitch-
en items, stove, washer, 
tools, garden tools, furni-
ture, scooter & lift, Serger 
& table, plus lots more. 
23462 Stanton Rd., Sand 
Lake. No early sales! #38p

Administrative Assistant: Event 
and meeting planning, Make 
travel arrangements, setting 
appointments, raise monthly 
invoice, send your resume 
and salary expectations to: 
ewen39@aol.com #38p

Absolute Heating & Ventilation 
LLC is looking for male or 
female HVAC installers. Must 
be able to carry heavy tools/
equipment. No experience 
necessary. Call 616-866-5096. 
#38b

Part time church secre-
tary, Sand Lake. Outgoing 
personality and computer 
skills required. Please send 
resume and cover letter 
to parkhurj@charter.net 
or call 616-636-5668, you 
may also mail to P.O. Box 
113, Sand Lake, MI 49343. 
Resumes due by 9/28/16. 
#38p

apartMENt 
fOr rENt

Affordable, recently remodeled, 
1 bedroom apartment downtown 
Cedar Springs - $525/month.  
Call 616-918-6430. #38b
FOR RENT

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Lost Cat: Male, short haired, 
black with white beard and 
paws, one side of nose is white 
one side is black, and one tooth 
is missing. Lost near 18 MIle 
and Simmons. Been missing 
since Sept. 11th. Call 616-520-
5521. #38

Lost Cat: Male cat, orange and 
white tabby, neutered. “Gaston” 
has been missing since 
September 3rd. He has a broken 
leg and needs medication. Call 
616-228-5593. #37

Lost Cat: Female tabby cat, 
gray & black, white on neck, 
chest, underside, tips of front 
feet and socks on back feet. 
Lost on Thursday, August 25th 
on Simmons between 18 Mile 
and Wiersma. Call 616-696-
0115. #35
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Kid’s identification 
sticker updated as 
advocates focus on
Child passenger safety week

 
When first responders ar-

rive at the scene of a traffic 
crash, it’s important to have 
quick, accurate informa-
tion about the vehicle oc-
cupants. That’s why traffic 
safety officials today un-
veiled an updated kid’s identification sticker for car seats.

For more than 20 years, the Office of Highway Safety 
Planning’s (OHSP) kid’s identification sticker has been an 
easy and effective way to provide crucial details during an 
emergency. When affixed to a car seat, it gives immediate 
access to vital facts about a child passenger if injured care-
givers or an injured child are unable to do so.

The updated sticker includes spaces for the child’s name, 
as well as larger fields for medical information and aller-
gies. There is additional room to list parents or guardians, 
the child’s physician and the name and phone number of an 
emergency contact. The new sticker comes with a flap that 
offers privacy and protects the information from fading.

“This sticker is a great item in any child safety advocate’s 
toolkit,” said Michael L. Prince, OHSP director. “Michigan 
has a network of more than 1,000 Child Passenger Safe-
ty (CPS) technicians who regularly meet with parents and 
caregivers to educate them about proper car seat use.”

Those technicians and safety advocates are observing 
CPS Week from Sept.18-24.  This national initiative raises 
awareness about car seat use and encourages caregivers to 
have their children’s car seats inspected by a certified CPS 
technician.  The event culminates on National Seat Check 
Saturday. 

“During Child Passenger Safety Week, take time to get 
your car seat checked out,” said Jennifer Hoekstra, injury 
prevention specialist at Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital 
in Grand Rapids. “Learning how to properly install your 
car seat can be a life-saving lesson for you and your entire 
family.”

Children must be properly buckled in a car seat or booster 
seat until they are 8 years old or 4 feet 9 inches tall. Chil-
dren younger than age 4 must ride in a car seat in the back 
seat if a vehicle has a back seat. Babies and toddlers should 
ride rear-facing until at least age 2 or the upper weight or 
height limit of the seat. 

To order the kid’s identification stickers, go to Michigan.
gov/carseats. The website also includes links to child safety 
seat inspection stations, a list of CPS Week events and a 
series of educational videos on using car seats properly.                            
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Save

Auto Life

We believe . . .  in delivering on 
promises and keeping everything you 

value Safe. Sound. Secure.®

Learn how you can save by insuring 
your life, home and auto with

Auto-Owners Insurance.

AGENCY NAME
City • 555-555-5555

website

Call or visit us today!

Gebhardt Insurance
Cedar Springs • 616-696-9440

www.gebhardtins.com

We believe . . .  in delivering on 
promises and keeping everything you 

value Safe. Sound. Secure.®

Learn how you can save by insuring 
your life, home and auto with

Auto-Owners Insurance.

AGENCY NAME
City • 555-555-5555

website

Call or visit us today!

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

Professional auto rePair
New hours: M-F 8-6 • sat. 8-4 • suN. Closed

696-8863

15670 NorthlaNd dr. 
betweeN Cedar spriNgs 

aNd saNd lake

aNy Car aNy repair
diesel - hybrid • MediuM & heavy duty • ForeigN & doMestiC

4X4, 5.7L HEMI 
V-8, LONGBOX, 
NAVIGATION, 
TOW PKG, NICE 
TRUCK

Hours: MON. & WED. 9a.m.-7p.m. • TUES., THURS., FRI. 9a.m.-6p.m. • SaTURDayS 9a.m.-2p.m.

121 W Washington St. | Greenville
Corner of M-57 & M-91 

DoWntoWn Greenville

616-754-7195
1-800-557-7171

83K MILES, 
PWR SLIDERS, 
REAR AIR, PWR 
SEAT, CLEAN 
1-OWNER!  

2014 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN 

4X4, V-6, AIR, 
CRUISE, PL’S 
& PW’S, CD, 
ALLOYS, TOW 
PKG, CLEAN! 

PWR MOON, 
HTD LEATHER, 
DUAL PWR 
SEATS, SHARP 
LOCAL TRADE! 

2009 TOYOTA MATRIX XR
79K MILES, 
AUTO, CRUISE, 
PL’S & PW’S, 
CD/MP3, ALLOYS, 
CLEAN!      

3800 V-6, PWR 
MOON, HTD 
LEATHER, 
REMOTE START, 
ARIZONA CAR 

raywinnieautosales.comraywinnieautosales.com

V-6, 76K MILES, 
HTD LEATHER, 
PWR EVERY-
THING, REMOTE 
START 

55K MILES, 
CRUISE, 
PWR SEAT, 
BLUETOOTH, 
36 MPG, ALLOYS  

2006 GMC ENVOY

2012 CHEVY IMPALA LTZ

2011 RAM 2500 CREW CAB

2009 BUICK LACROSSE CXL 

2015 CHRYSLER 200 LIMITED 2010 CHEVY EQUINOX LTZ  

$12,995

$9,995$8,995

$10,995

$19,995$15,495

$13,995

$7,995

55K MILES, 4X4, 
NAVIGATION, 
3RD ROW, REAR 
AIR, HTD SEATS, 
NICE!

2012 FORD EXPLORER XLT  

$20,995

Car Rentals • Van Rentals • Full Repair Facility

Final Adopt-A-Highway cleanup 
of year starts Saturday

It’s that time again: a chill is in the 
air, leaves are beginning to turn, and 
crews are getting ready for the year’s last 
Adopt-A-Highway pickup along state 
roadways. Participants in the popular 
Michigan Department of Transportation 
(MDOT) program will be picking up lit-
ter along highway roadsides from Sat-
urday, Sept. 24, through Sunday, Oct. 2. 
“We’d like to thank our thousands of Adopt-
A-Highway crews for their dedication and 
hard work to help keep Michigan roadsides 
clean,” said State Transportation Director 
Kirk T. Steudle. “Every year, these volun-
teers provide a financial boost for MDOT 
and our entire state. Their service is greatly 
appreciated.”

Fast facts: 

•  The final Adopt-A-Highway of the year 
is Sept. 24-Oct. 2. 

•  Adopt-A-Highway volunteers collect 
about 70,000 bags of trash each year - 
a $5 million annual value for the state. 

•  Sections of highway are still available 
to adopt. Go to www.michigan.gov/
adoptahighway for more information.

There are three scheduled Adopt-A-Highway pickups 
each year: one each in the spring, summer and fall. Michi-
gan volunteers have been participating in the program since 
1990. Every year, Adopt-A-Highway crews collect about 

70,000 bags of trash. The volunteer efforts of nearly 3,200 
Adopt-A-Highway groups generate about $5 million annu-
ally in value for state taxpayers.

During the pickup period, motorists should be on 
the lookout for volunteers wearing high-visibility, yel-
low-green safety vests. MDOT provides free vests 
and trash bags, and arranges to haul away the trash. 
Volunteers include members of civic groups, businesses 
and families. Crew members have to be at least 12 years 
old and each group must number at least three people.

Sections of highway are still available for adoption. Inter-
ested groups should check the MDOT Adopt-A-Highway 
website at www.michigan.gov/adoptahighway for more in-
formation and the name of their county’s coordinator, who 
can specify available roadsides. Groups are asked to adopt 
a section of highway for at least two years; there is no fee 
to participate. Adopt-A-Highway volunteer groups are rec-
ognized with signs bearing a group’s name posted along 
stretches of adopted highway.
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NOW HIRING!

We are a family owned company opened in 1967 that has 
outgrown our Grand Rapids facility.  We have purchased 

the building on West St. currently housing Wolverine 
World Wide.  We expect to start moving equipment to 

the new location in November.

Our products include packaging for a number of 
industries including:  food, cell phone accessories, 

hardware, sporting goods, health, beauty and household 
products. We also produce decorative parts for the 

interior of automobiles including trim for the dash, doors 
and center console.

To apply for a position, send your resume to 
jobs@displaypack.com, or 1340 Monroe Ave. NW Grand 

Rapids, MI  49505, or stop in to our Monroe location 
between 8:00 am and 4:30 pm to fill out an application.

Available Positions:
Mold and Die Makers
Thermoforming Techs

Warehouse
Packers

Trimming Inspectors

We Offer:
Competitive Wages

Benefits
Paid Vacation

Paid Personal Time
401k Plan


