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Community rallies to
Breakthrough events
Many people here in Cedar
Springs had never heard of the
miraculous true story behind the
movie Breakthrough, until last

L to R: Pastor Jason Noble, John Smith, and his mother, Joyce Smith shared
their story with the audience at the Breakthrough events. Courtesy photos

weekend. That’s when they not
only got to see the movie, which
is a Fox/Disney production now
out on DVD—but they got to
meet the real life characters as well.
The movie tells the
story of the miraculous
recovery of 14-yearold John Smith, who
fell through the ice on a
lake in St. Louis, Missouri in 2015. He was
underwater for 15 minutes—and had no pulse
for an hour. It was then
that his mother prayed
for Jesus to send his
Holy Spirit and bring
her boy back to life—
and he did. But that
was just the beginning
of an amazing story.
A group of community leaders here in Cedar
Springs wanted to give
people the opportunity

to see the movie and hear this inspirational story, so they created
a weekend of events and brought
the three main real life characters
from the movie here to tell their
story.
Last weekend’s Breakthrough
events totaled almost 1,000 attendees. The events were coordinated by a Breakthrough Committee comprised of representatives
from En Gedi, City Impact, Resurrection Life Church Rockford,
and The Springs Church along
with additional support from
numerous community members,
businesses, and organizations.
The first of three events took
place at the new community amphitheater located in the downtown Heart of Cedar Springs
Park just west of the Community Library on Saturday evening.
City Impact’s monthly worship
service began at 5 p.m. A free
roasted pig and hot dog dinner
EVENTS - continues on page 5

Montcalm fugitive Students to create Athletic Hall
arrested in Iowa of Fame
By Judy Reed

By Judy Reed

The Sidney Township
man wanted by police for
assaulting his wife and
threatening to kill her with
a handgun was arrested in
Iowa last week after a 9-1/2
hour standoff.
According to Sgt. Alex
Dinkla with the Iowas State
Patrol, the standoff began
about 5:30 a.m. Wednesday, September 4. Troopers
knew Eric David Kramer,
45, had active warrants,
and acting on a tip, set up in
the area where he would be
traveling, on Highway 370
near the Iowa-Nebraska
state line.
As soon as Kramer was
stopped, Dinkla said that he
displayed a handgun and put
it to his head. Officers tried
to negotiate with him to surrender, and a special Iowa
State Police negotiator was

Do you know of someone
that was an athlete or coach
at Cedar Springs High School
that excelled in their position,
or went on to excel in sports
outside of high school? That
person might be a good candidate for the newly established
Cedar Springs High School
Athletic Hall of Fame.
The Cedar Springs Athletic
Leadership Council (ALC),
which is made up of student
athletes and overseen by
teacher Justin Harnden, has These Athletic Leadership Conference students spoke at the board meeting Monday evening.
been working on this new Hall From L to R: Kaden Liggett, Kaylie Andres, Harlow Hovarter, Desiree Wise.
of Fame to “recognize and honor those Cedar Springs High School before, planning how the nomination what happened to it. He said his unathletes, coaches, administrators, vol- process will work, how the nominees derstanding was that it was more like
unteers, and supporters who excelled will be elected, where it will be in the press clippings and other things honin their respective sports or coaching/ school. They will also design it and oring the athletes, such as trophies.
promote it as well.
“This Hall of Fame will be something
support roles.”
Harnden said he knew they used to bigger and more prestigious—someThe student athletes have been
working on the Hall of Fame for the have something honoring athletes at thing at a higher level,” he explained.
Four of the students working on the
last year—researching what other the old high school (Red Hawk Eleschools do, what Cedar Springs had mentary) and they had tried to find out
ATHLETIC- continues on page 5

Eric David Kramer

also brought in. However,
they were unsuccessful, and
about 3 p.m. the ISP tactical team deployed chemical
agents into the vehicle, and
Kramer then exited the vehicle without the gun and
was taken into custody.
It all started on Sunday,
September 1, when Michigan State Police Troopers
from the Lakeview Post
responded to the felonious
assault call involving a firearm on Carlson Rd north
of W. Sidney Rd at about 2
FUGITIVE - continues on page 5
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Firefighters presented Survival program at the
with life saving award Cedar Springs Library

From L to R: Andrew Bobo, Matt Schievink, and Taylor Hunt received a special life saving award
Tuesday evening at the Solon Township Board meeting. Missing from the photo is Solon Firefighter Rich Hays, who also is an award recipient. Courtesy photo.

On September 10, 2019 at
the Solon Township Board
Meeting, four members of
Solon FD were presented
a Life Saving Award by the
Kent County Emergency
Medical Services, Medical
Control Authority Systems
Administrator, Mr. Lance
Corey.
This award was given for
their efforts with “Exceptional Patient Care” of a

critically injured patient on
August 16, 2018 suffered
during a motor vehicle
crash on Algoma Avenue
near Quarter Horse Drive
in Solon Township. The
patient, Lila DeLine, had
slowed or stopped to turn
into a driveway and was
hit from behind by another
driver. The force of the impact caused her to suffer a
life-threatening spinal cord

injury—she was internally
decapitated, an injury that
usually proves fatal. She
spent just over a week at
Spectrum Health, and then
transferred to Mary Free
Bed for Rehabilitation.
The members of the Solon Fire Department receiving the award included Matt
Schievink, Taylor Hunt,
Andrew Bobo, and Rich
Hays.

On Wednesday August 28, Brooke Whipple came to the Cedar
Springs Library for an
amazing survival program. Brooke Whipple
competed on two seasons
of the popular History
Channel Show, ALONE.
She survived 49 days in
Vancouver and 28 days
in Mongolia. Adventurer, speaker, joy miner—these words have
come to define Brooke’s
life-first growing up in
rural Michigan and then
searching for wilderness
and mountains in Alaska
where she has spent most
of her adult life.
The library had around
90 people from young
children to adults that
attended this survival
packed event. Brooke
shared her stories from
her time on the show and
her passion for the great
outdoors. Everyone at
the program was put in a
real life survival situation
and had to choose which Brooke Whipple (left) and Melissa Dubridge, Cedar Springs Library.
3 survival items they Courtesy photo.
would take if their plane
was crash landing in a remote area. It was vival skills and how you can mentally keep
great to hear other people’s views on what yourself in check during a tragic situation.
would be most important for their surviv- Overall the program was a huge success and
al. Brooke then taught everyone basic sur- brought smiles to many people’s faces.

Michigan animal shelters achieve
statewide No Kill status
90 percent of cats and dogs now being saved
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan – Michigan Pet Fund
Alliance
(MPFA)
announced a 90 percent statewide average live release

rate for dogs and cats in
Michigan shelters for 2018,
including animals returned
to owners, transferred to
other shelters and rescue

organizations, and adopted.
“This is an amazing first
for our state,” said Deborah Schutt, MPFA founder
and chairperson. “When the

Getting to the Goal - Making Michigan a No Kill State
Michigan Homeless Cats & Dogs: 2018 Live Release Rate by County

shelters in a state combine
to meet the 90 percent target, that state is considered
No Kill for shelter animals.
Only Delaware, which has
three shelters, compared
to 174 in Michigan, also
reached the No Kill benchmark last year.”
STATUS - continues on page 5
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www.michiganpetfund.org

No Kill 90% or better Live Release Rate
70% - 89% Live Release Rate
50% - 69% Live Release Rate
Less than 50% Live Release Rate
One or more shelters of significance
not reporting current data – prior year
data reflected
No licensed shelter

Detroit

2006 FORD FUSION SEL

LOCAL TRADE, ONE OWNER, RUNS GOOD!

$2,995

2005 CHRYSLER PT CRUISER

LOCAL TRADE, 5-SPEED, 4CYL, RUNS GOOD!

$3,300

2002 HONDA CIVIC

2007 MONTE CARLO

150K, 38 MPG, AUTO, A/C, RUNS NICE!

LS, 3.5L V6, A/C, ALLOYS, DRIVES NICE!

$3,450

$3,995

2008 CHEVROLET MALIBU 2LT

2007 DODGE NITRO SLT

1999 DODGE RAM 1500 4X4

2007 FORD F250 SD

$4,995

$4,995

$5,800

$6,900

V6, A/C, SHARP!

2010 GMC TERRAIN SLE
4CYL, GREAT SERVICE HISTORY!

$6,990

V6, 4WD, PWROOF, ONE OWNER!

5.9L, A/C, CLEAN TRUCK! ONLY 120K!

XL, 4X4, V8, EXT CAB, 140K!

2013 CHEVROLET IMPALA LT

2007 CHEVROLET TAHOE LTZ 4X4

$7,450

$9,950

116K, V6, A/C, FULL POWER, LOCAL TRADE!

2007 CHEVY AVALANCHE LTZ

120K, LEATHER, ROOF, LOADED, 20’S!

LEATHER, PWR. ROOF, 22” WHEELS, SHARP!

$12,900

Owned &
Operated by

MUSKEGON

Exit 104

Cedar Springs

Northland Drive

Indian Lakes Rd

GREENVILLE

BIG RAPIDS

Visit us on the web • www.cedarcarco.com

Note:
Outer Wayne County and City of Detroit analyzed separately.

Source: 2018 Animal Shelter Annual Reports submitted to Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development, compiled into Live Release Rate Report available at www.michiganpetfund.org

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

Brauhaus
&
Restaurant
• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

If you see
Oma Karen,
wish her a
Happy
Birthday!

Exit 101

GRAND RAPIDS

12771 Northland Drive, Cedar Springs 1 Mile North of M-57 (14 Mile Road)
Hours: Mon. & Wed. 9 am - 8 pm Tu, Th., Fri. 9 am - 6 pm • Sat. 10 am - 3 pm

95 NORTH MAIN | CEDAR SPRINGS
CSBREW.COM | (616) 696-BEER
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Second suspect charged in
armed robbery
A second suspect is now
in custody and has been
charged in the armed robbery at the Mobil Gas Station at 3620 14 Mile Rd
near Edgerton on Thursday,
August 22 shortly after 1
a.m.
Brandon Gilley, 26, of
Newaygo, was arrested
by the Wyoming Police
Department on September 4 and charged with a
VCSA (Violation of the
Constrolled
Susbstance
Act) charge—possession
of methamphetamine/ecstasy. His bond was set at
10 percent of a $5,000 in
Wyoming District Court 62
A. On September 6, he was
charged with armed robbery
in 63rd District court. His
bond was set at $50,000,
cash or surety.
The first suspect, identified as Daniel Morris, 35,
of Newaygo, was taken into
custody on Wednesday, August 28, in the Jackson area
after investigators followed
up on a lead that eventually

directed them to the suspect’s location. Detectives
contacted the Michigan
State Police who were able
to locate the individual and
take him into custody. Morris was charged with armed
robbery and a felony weapons charge. His bond was
set at $25,000 cash. He is
also facing a VCSA charge
in 17th Circuit Court.
According to the Kent
County Sheriff’s Office,
employees reported that two
suspects entered the store,
one of them armed with a
handgun, and demanded
cash from the register. The
suspects took an undetermined amount of cash and
cigarettes and then fled in a
silver Chevrolet Silverado
extended cab pickup truck.
The suspects were described as two white males,
both approximately 6-feet
tall with slender builds.
Both suspects were wearing
dark jackets and blue jeans
and had their faces covered
by bandanas.

City Hall Corner
By Mike Womack, Cedar Springs City Manager

Lies, darned lies and statistics

Social media is not always a reliable
source of information. If the information
on social media were always to be
believed, we would all be looking
forward to a gentleman’s club
opening in the City (not true as far
as I am aware).
Recently there was a post on social media proclaiming the City’s
tax rates to be the highest in Kent
County, a “fact” that is simply not
true. That “fact” is only true if you look at a sliver of the facts,
or if you don’t look at the facts at all.
The information presented on social media stated that the
City’s local taxes were the highest in Kent County at 16.43
mills. This is only true if you ignore the millage paid for libraries because in Cedar Springs the library is shown as part of the
local voted operating millage but in some other communities it
is considered part of a library authority millage. If you look at
the information that way, one community has a local millage
rate of 17.2156 and another has a 19.7294 local millage rate.
However, you can’t look at just the local municipal taxes
when comparing millage tax rates, you have to look at the total
mills paid under all taxing authorities. When you look at the total mills, you see that Cedar Springs has a total rate of 44.1413
mills and there are at least 4 other communities in Kent County
with higher total millage rates (49.3341, 44.9098, 49.0993 and
44.1932). Beyond Kent County, Cedar Springs also maintains
a total millage rate that compares favorably to other cities and
villages of a similar size.
Now, that being said, it is never a goal to have higher tax
rates but it is unfortunately necessary in some regards. Cedar
Springs does have the lowest total taxable value and lowest taxable value per capita of any municipality in Kent County. The
next lowest City has 45 percent more taxable value than Cedar
Springs. To accomplish the same governmental services with
less taxable value necessitates a slightly higher millage tax rate.
One of the reasons behind Cedar Springs’ low total taxable
value is because of a lack of industrial and commercial development in the City. Over the last three years, the City Council and Planning Commission have undertaken an aggressive
strategy to increase business investment in the community. The
more business there is in the City, the higher the taxable value
available and the lower the tax rate needed to bring in the same
amount of money to run the government. The strategy is paying
off as we saw the second highest value increase in the County
last year and lots of new development in the works.
Every member of the City’s government and City Hall staff
work hard to look out for the best interests of the City and its
STATISTICS - continues on page 5
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A Gowen woman died last week Thursday from injuries she suffered after her
vehicle hit another car head
on.
According to the Montcalm County Sheriff’s Office,
News, Advertising & Announcement Deadline: Mondays by 5:00p.m.
the crash occurred on ThursOFFICE HOURS: M-TH 10am-5pm • Friday 10am-2pm
day, September 5, about
2019 Subscription Rate................ $40 per year
4:21 p.m. on Johnson Road,
south of Sidney Road, in
Montcalm Township.
The investigation revealed that Ruby Hardin,
age 63, from Gowen, was
traveling southbound on
Johnson Road, in a 2007
Chrysler Town and County,
while Seth Davis, age 18,
from Gowen, was traveling northbound in a 2012
Dodge Charger. Hardin
approached a curve in the
road, which she failed to
negotiate, and crossed the
center of the road hitting Cutline: A Gowen woman died Thursday, September 5, after she crossed the centerline and hit
another car head on. Courtesy photo.
Davis’ vehicle head-on.
Davis sustained minor
injuries and sought his own
treatment. Hardin was unconscious at the scene and
was transported to Spectrum Health Butterworth
Hospital in Grand Rapids
by Montcalm County Emergency Medical Services,
where she was pronounced
deceased.
Police said that both
drivers wore seat belts and
speed does not appear to
have been a factor. The
crash remains under investigation.
Assisting with the crash
were Montcalm County
13861 White Creek Ave.
hite reek umber
Central Dispatch, MontCedar
Springs, MI 49319
& hardWare
calm Township Fire, and
www.whitecreeklumber.com
Michigan State Police.
Store Hours: Mon-Fri 7:30am-6pm
Sat 7:30am-4:00pm
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Rise Up Church to hold first worship service

Sunday, September 15, at Cedar
Springs Middle School
Rise Up Church, a new church in Cedar Springs, is holding its first ever worship service on September 15, at 10:00
a.m. at Cedar Springs Middle School. The church’s pastor,
Rev. Jon Huizenga, said that this would be the first of three
monthly services scheduled (September 15, October 20,
November 17). A grand opening of weekly Sunday worship
will follow later.
“We want to be an accepting, non-judgmental church
community that celebrates God rising up to show his
compassion in Cedar Springs,” said Huizenga. The young
church has been active since January holding weekly
launch team gatherings plus monthly invitation events and
monthly community engagement and serving projects.
According to church information, one can expect to experience at the service: “Safe, enjoyable children’s ministry
for infants through elementary school. Drinks and snacks.
Freedom to wear what you want and to be accepted as you
are. A new church community that celebrates God rising up
to show his compassion in Cedar Springs.”
Jon and his wife, Sam, have worked with teams to start
two other churches. Most recently Jon started and led River Rock Church in Rockford. The Huizengas are planning
to move into their new home on Dio Drive at the end of
September. “We love the city of Cedar Springs and look
forward to living alongside all of our neighbors here,” Huizenga said. “We would love to meet you on September 15
if you are able to join us.”
Follow them on Facebook, just search for “rise up
church.”

ChurchDirectory
Some of the launch team members preparing for September 15. Courtesy photo.

Nelson
Church “Where
“Where
are Loved”
EastEast
Nelson
Church
You You
are Loved”

9024—18
MileNE
Rd. NE
9024—18
Mile Rd.
Springs
MI 49319
CedarCedar
Springs
MI 49319
616-696-0661
Sunday
am Worship
Service
616-696-0661
Sunday
9:30 9:30
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Service
Pastor Inge Whittemore
Sunday
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am Ages
4 to 12
Pastor Inge Whittemore
Sunday
KidZone
9:45 9:45
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Like us on Facebook
Like us on Facebook
www.eastnelsonumc.org
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SAND LAKE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Obituary

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673

Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am

HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Thursday
KidzKlub
pm Ages
4 to 12
Thursday
KidzKlub
6 pm 6Ages
4 to 12

THOMAS F. ZERFAS

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
Worship
Pastor11
Billa.m.
Dixon

Sunday School 9:45am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:00am
Adult Bible Study Sunday Nights 6pm
Awana & Youth Sunday Evening
(Sept. - April) 5:30pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 7:00pm

22 Mile Road

SERVICE
10 am
Solon TIME:
Center

www.scwchurch.org

Wesleyan Church
org
616-696-3229
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

H I L L C R E S T Community Church of God

TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI 49319 616-696-9333
Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes
Worship: Sunday 10:00 am

Nursery & Children’s Church during message
*Youth - resumes this Fall
*Kidzone - resumes this Fall
*Monday - Open Prayer 7:00 pm

Living Truth Fellowship

N. to Sand Lake

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
19 Mile Road

M-46

Algoma Ave.

Cedar Springs

US-131

S. to G.R.

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
Pastor Doug DiBell
SummerDoug
Worship
- 10AM
Pastor
DiBell
&
Senior
Pastor
Tom
Holloway
Pastor Tom
Holloway,
Music/Youth
June-August
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
616-696-3229

St. John Paul II Parish

A Welcoming Catholic Church
3110 17 Mile Road | Cedar Springs, MI | 696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2-mqa.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

Do you know that Saturday is the Sabbath?

https://LTFtruth.wixsite.com/home

The Church of God

Meeting at White Creek Est. Comm. Bldg.
15851 White Creek Ave NE, Cedar Springs, MI
Meeting the first Tuesday of each month beginning
Oct. 1, from 6:30 - 8 p.m. Teaching the Creational
Truth of Mankind - Dr. Ron Pleune, Teacher

Fellowship Group of Michigan
Pastor Bruce Chapman

616.636.9209

To learn more about
the Sabbath and the
truth of the bible visit

www.cogfgomi.org

JOIN US FOR A

NIGHT OF WORSHIP
City Impact
Community Center
288 N. Main St.

Mary Queen of Apostles Church

SATURDAY // OCTOBER 5 // 5PM
Praise, Worship, Message and Fellowship afterwards
WE LOVE OUR COMMUNITY!
Childcare provided. Come and join us!

Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd.


866-4298
Pastor:
Rev. Kim DeLong

coumc.weebly.com


Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am
sunday Worship: 11 aM
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at
6:00 pm


Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org



















enhanced fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f




Pilgrim Bible Church

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45
WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

Rockford Springs Community Church
Pastor David Vander Meer
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

www.rockfordsprings.org

Sunday WorShip
9:30am • 5:00pm

Thomas F. Zerfas, age 73,
of Cedar Springs, died
Thursday, September 5,
2019 at his home. Tom
was born March 7, 1946 in
Grand Rapids, MI the son of
Reynold and Bernice (Saller)
Zerfas. He was an avid
outdoorsman and a loving
father and grandfather.
He enjoyed attending his
grandkids’ events. Surviving
are his wife, Sharon, whom
he married on October 30, 1965; children, John (Tonya
Fenton) Zerfas, Barb (Jeff) Gust, Peter (Amy) Zerfas, Kris
(Larry) Nylaan, Sarah (Joe) Morse; 16 grandchildren; 1
great-grandson; siblings, Rose Balczak, Richard (Donna)
Zerfas, Hank (Wendy) Zerfas, Ron (Pam) Zerfas; many
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his
parents; brother-in-law, Jim Balczak. A Memorial Mass
was held Monday, September 9 at Mary Queen of Apostles
Church, Sand Lake. A celebration of his life followed
the mass in the church hall. Private family interment at
St. John’s Cemetery, Ensley Township. In lieu of flowers
memorials may be made to Spectrum Health Hospice.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home,
Cedar Springs.

Cedar Springs Christian Church
pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational
www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

SundayS:
10:30 a.M.

MondayS:
open prayer
7-8 pM

340 W. pine St.

Bliss-Witters & Pike

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180

*NOT affiliated with
Creative Technologies
Academy (CTA)

Cedar Springs
United
Methodist
Church
Cedar Springs
United
Methodist
Church

S.St.,
Main
Box KSprings
, Cedar Springs
140 S.140
Main
POSt.,
BoxPO
K, Cedar
616-696-1140

www.cedarspringsumc.org
616-696-1140
• www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Bill
Johnson
Pastor
Jane Duffey
SundaySunday
WorshipWorship
Service: 10:15
a.m. •10:15
Coffeea.m.
Fellowship:
11:15 a.m.
Service:
 Coffee
Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.
Kevin
Supervised Nursery Care Provided
Supervised Nursery Care Provided

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410
Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education
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followed the service for the estimated 600
folks gathered.
“It was a heart-warming site to witness
the many community members and families
sitting on blankets and lawn chairs surrounding the amphitheater and visiting with each
other under perfect weather conditions,”
said Sue Wolfe, and En Gedi representative
working on the Breakthrough committee. “I
believe this is exactly what was envisioned
by all those who worked so hard on making the amphitheater a reality. Having this
facility and working in partnership with
existing organizations to provide free community-building events is part of En Gedi’s
mission.”
While waiting for the darkness to fall and
the movie to begin, three of the real people
featured in the movie Breakthrough spoke
with the crowd and answered questions.
A tapestry of miracles unfolded following
John Smith’s accident, which were beautifully articulated by John, his mother Joyce
Smith, and their then pastor, Jason Noble.
John shared his story of struggling with being adopted, being rescued and brought back
to life, and the loss of his opportunity to be a
collegiate basketball player. Both his mother
and pastor also shared their challenges and
victories.
“Our community is so fortunate to actually
have three of the real people from this top
ranked movie here to share their personal
testimony. John is in his first year of college;
Joyce has had some health issues; and Pastor
Jason now lives in Oregon. Yet, they coordinated their schedules with a commitment
to be here and share their walk of faith,”
said Julie Wheeler, who was instrumental
in making this connection and part of the
Breakthrough Committee.
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Once it became dark enough and just prior
to the start of the movie, the crowd paused,
stood, and applauded in recognition and
thanks for our local fire, rescue, and police
officers. The movie features a heroic rescue
by the St. Louis area fire, rescue, and police
departments that set the stage to be reminded
of the men and women who serve our community each and every day.
The movie was then played on the 22-foot
inflatable movie screen, donated by City
Manager Michael Womack and his wife,
Glenna.
Sunday’s journey began with two worship
services at Resurrection Life Church Rockford featuring Pastor Noble and the Smiths.
After that, events took place at 1 p.m. and 5
p.m. at the Cedar Springs High School Auditorium, which included showing the movie,
personal presentations, and the opportunity
to ask questions. Ladies and Men of Honor, a
partner with En Gedi, were on hand to share
information about their faith-based program
of developing honorable ladies and men.
City Impact co-directors, Kelley Jo and
Jonathan Bergsma, along with Sally Hart,
Resurrection Life Church Rockford member, and Pastor Craig Owens, Executive Director for En Gedi’s free after-school youth
center, were all instrumental with their leadership on the Breakthrough Team as well as
securing funding and resources.
“It was definitely a team effort to bring
these events to Cedar Springs, which is what
City Impact is all about,” explained Kelley
Jo. “City Impact is an outreach organization
for our community. I am grateful for all the
businesses, organizations, and people who
jumped in to help over the past weekend.”
The Springs Church provided movie-goers
with popcorn and had offered their fellowship hall as a back-up in the case of inclement weather on Saturday. Cherryl Rosenberger, The Springs Church office manager,
also served on the Breakthrough Committee.
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project spoke with the Post on Monday, and
went before the Board of Education Monday evening to talk about their plans.
“I think it’s a very special thing to start
something as huge as this could be,” said
Kaylie Andres, a senior. “It’s cool to acknowledge people I know and those who
have been here before in athletics. It’s huge
for the community.”
“We’ve been striving to improve the culture of the athletic department,” explained
Harlow Hovarter, also a senior. “With this,
the community gets to support our culture
and see what we’ve been doing.”
Senior Kaden Liggett is excited about the
work they’ve done, and will still be doing
on the Hall of Fame. “I was really surprised
we didn’t already have one,” he remarked.
“When I have kids and bring them here, and
I can point to it and tell them I helped create
that. I had an impact here,” he said.
He added that Cedar Springs is an athletically inclined community. “It’s a good way
for the ALC to leave our mark,” he said.
Senor Desiree Wise has also been working on the Hall of Fame. “So many people
focus on the here and now and don’t look
at the success we’ve had. This will help us
look at the show of leadership and be proud
of what has come in the past.”
“It’s good to look at where we’ve come
from and highlight Cedar Springs as a
whole,” added Harlow.
The goal is for forms for nominations to
be out for distribution by Red Flannel Day,
and they will take nominations through December. The forms will be available on the
school website. Any community member
can nominate someone, but Harnden said
it would be a pretty stringent process. An
athlete has to have been out of high school
for 10 years. A coach has to have been at
the school for at least 10 years, and then out
of the school for at least five years. State
champions or teams will automatically be
considered, and do not have to be nominated. Once a person has been nominated, they
will be up for consideration for five years.
After that, they must be nominated again,
and they can be nominated a total of four
times.
No more than eight people will be chosen for the Hall of Fame each year, with a
possible exception the first year. A board
consisting 5-12 members will cast the deciding votes. To be elected, a nominee must
get a yes vote from at least 75 percent of the
board members. The board will be made up
of the Athletic Director, a CSHS building
administrator, a retired or former administrator, current and former coaches, current
and former faculty members, and a current
or former athletic booster member. They
will each serve two-year terms.
After the decisions are made, an induction ceremony will be held.
The new Hall of Fame area will be in the
hallway near the gymnasium, But it doesn’t
come without cost. Harnden said that the
Athletic Boosters have given them $1,000
in seed money, and if the community would
like to donate to the Hall of Fame, they
could do it through the Cedar Springs Athletic office. Any checks should note they
are for the Cedar Springs Hall of Fame, and
be sent in c/o AD John Norton.
Watch the Post for more information, as
the forms for the first rotation of nominees
for the Hall of Fame get ready to roll out!

a.m. The investigation found that Kramer
had assaulted his wife, Jennifer Callaghan.
He threatened her at her residence on Carlson Rd with what was said to be a five-shot
revolver handgun, with white handle. He
pointed the handgun at her and advised that
“either he or she would die tonight.” Kramer then grabbed her by the hair and dragged
her to her car where he then struck her with
the revolver on the left temple causing injury. He continued to assault her by throwing her on the ground and forcing his body
weight on her. Jennifer was able to get back
into the vehicle and drive off. Kramer then
got into his vehicle and left the residence.
Jennifer followed him but disengaged at
southbound M-66 and Sidney Rd. Troopers
searched several locations in the area, but
couldn’t find him.
Kramer is now facing two Iowa charges—
felon in possession of a firearm and fleeing
from justice. Sgt. Dinkla said he would
have to face those charges before extradition to Michigan, where he will face more
charges for felon in possession of a firearm
and the assault charge.

Status
...continued from page 2

MPFA began tracking Michigan statistics
in 2009 from annual reports submitted by
shelters to the Michigan Department of Agriculture & Rural Development, as required
by law. Those reports showed more than
120,000 dogs and cats were losing their
lives in Michigan shelters every year. That
number is now just over 13,000 for the entire year of 2018.
MPFA is the only statewide organization whose mission is to end the killing of
homeless healthy or treatable cats and dogs
in Michigan. To support that mission, they
offer a wide variety of programs and technical assistance to shelters and rescue groups,
including grants, awards, mentoring, networking hands-on training and shelter assessments. Kroon grants provide rescue
organizations up to $200 toward veterinary
bills for each special needs or elderly animal they pull from shelters.
“While it’s exciting to see Michigan as a
state achieve No Kill status by reaching the
90 percent goal, we still have a few communities struggling to save lives, especially
with cats,” Schutt said. “We will continue
to work with shelters and rescue organizations to implement best practices, decrease
overall length of stay in the shelter and improve the quality of life for homeless pets
while they are in shelter.”

Statistics
...continued from page 3

citizens. If you have any questions, thoughts,
or concerns about how the government is run
or how it spends your taxes we are happy to
try and answer your questions or provide you
with true and accurate facts and information.
We are also happy to have citizens attend
any meeting of the government, all of which
are free and open to the public. If you have
thoughts, questions or concerns, please feel
free to contact the city manager at manager@
cityofcedarsprings.org or you can contact the
City generally through our website at: https://
cityofcedarsprings.org/contact/.

Church Connection
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JOKE

of theWeek
Good Old Days

Grandpa was always going on about the good old
days, and the lower cost of living, in particular.
“When I was a kid,” he told me, “my mom could send
me to the store, and I’d get a salami, two pints of milk,
6 oranges, 2 loaves of bread, a magazine, and some new
blue jeans...all for a dollar!”
My eyes grew wide in amazement. “Wow!” I said.
Then Grandpa shook his head sadly. “You can’t do
that anymore... they got those new-fangled video cameras everywhere you look.”

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

classic kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620
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MON - FRI 10 - 6
SATURDAY 9 - 12

Library

ced@llcoop.org
www.cedarspringslibrary.org
fb: cedarspringspubliclibrary

616-696-1910

107 N Main Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free)
Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM

SPENCER TOWNSHIP BRANCH
14960 Meddler Ave.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free)
Monday & Wednesday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 5:00 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM

ometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include
name and phone number for any questions we may have.

theTable at The Springs Church

Sept. 12,19,26: Meals are served every Thursday from 5:30
to 6:30 pm at The Springs Church on the corner of Oak and
Grant. All are welcome to theTable to enjoy this meal that
is being shared with us! #tfn

Celebrate Recovery

Sept. 12,19,26: City Impact, 288 N. Main St. will be
holding meetings every Thursday to Celebrate Recovery,
a Christ centered, 12 step recovery program for anyone
struggling with hurt, habits or hangups of any kind. 6-6:30
pm – Meet & Greet, 6:30-8pm Celebrate Recovery. For
more information call 616-843-2438. #tfn

Concert at Velzy Park

Sept. 12: Velzy Park concerts continue Thursday, September
12th featuring Country Strings, who we signed up after Roger
Tawney played a couple of numbers at our June concert.
Join us from 7 to 9 pm in the Solon Township Community
Room – all are welcome! Information about Park events
can be found at www.facebook.com/SolonPark. #37

Senior Fitness Classes

Sept. 17,19: One out of three older adults fall each year and
these falls are the leading cause of emergency department
admissions. Falls can be a significant obstacle to healthy
aging. There’s good news, too: physical activity has proven
to help prevent falls. Senior Neighbors is pleased to be
partnering with Cedar Springs Public Schools in offering a
new fitness class in Cedar Springs! Open to anyone age 60
or older, these classes will focus on endurance, flexibility,
strengthening, balance, and having fun. Classes began
Tuesday, September 10th and will be offered each Tuesday
and Thursday at 9:30 am in the board room at the Cedar
Springs Public Schools hilltop building. Come when you
can, do what you can do! Pre-registration is not required.

DIGITAL Movies at the

SEPTEMBER 13 • 14 • 15

Movie Tickets ONLY
COMING SOON

$

3.00

The Cedar
Springs Post
Newspaper

• 5,978 Likes
• 6,065 Followers
SEPT. 20-22
8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com

SEPT. 27-29

616-696-SHOW
7469

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

JULY 19-21

Sept. 17: This month’s Michigan Blood Drive will be held
on Tuesday, September 17th at the Cedar Springs United
Methodist Church located at 140 S. Main Cedar Springs.
The drive will go from 12:30 pm until 7 pm. To schedule
an appointment visit https://donate.miblood.org/donor/
schedules/drive_schedule/103966. A patient could be
forced to pass up a lifesaving organ, if compatible blood is
not available to support the transplant. #37

Red Flannel Day Talent Show Tryouts

Sept. 18,21: Looking for talented kids of all ages. The Red
Flannel Talent Show is searching for singers, vocal groups,
dancers, instrumentalists and variety acts for the Red
Flannel Day Talent Show on October 5th. Come in and show
us what you got. Tryouts on Wednesday, September 18th at
7:00 pm and Saturday, September 21st at 11 am at the Kent
Theatre, 8 N. Main St. Cedar Springs. Dress rehearsal on
October 1st at 7 pm. So, get together with friends and family
and plan your act now. If you have any questions, or can’t
make it on tryout day, please contact Len by email, len@
laphoto.com or 231-750-2337. #36,37p

Bring Birds and Bees to Your Garden

Sept. 24: The Rogue River Watershed Partners invite you
to a presentation by Amy Heilman, native plant enthusiast,
landscape designer, and frequent presentor, who will give
an illustrated talk about “Bringing the Birds and Bees Back
to your Garden.” This Tuesday Talk is at the Rockford
Community Cabin, 220 N. Monroe, from 6:30 to 7:45 pm.
All are welcome, no charge!

Single tickets are now on sale for the sixth annual
North Kent Connect (NKC) fundraiser,
“North Kent Pastors’ Feud: Part Deux.”
The event takes place on Thursday, October 10, 2019, at Frederik Meijer Gardens & Sculpture Park.
Jeff “Spanky” Amlotte, from Mamrelund Lutheran, will be hosting a rousing

KENT THEATRE
SHOWTIMES:
FRIDAY:
6:00PM
SATURDAY:
3:00PM • 6:00PM
SUNDAY:
3:00PM • 6:00PM

Michigan Blood Drive

Pastors and community leaders
feud for a cause

Like us on
facebook

NOW SHOWING

These classes are available through the Kent County Senior
Millage- donations are accepted, or use your Silver&Fit
benefit! Call Julie Lake, Health and Wellness Coordinator
at 616-233-0283 for more information. #33-42p

www.facebook.com/
cedarspringspost

version of
“Family
Feud,” along
with emcee and NKC Board
President, Michael Bohnsack. Joining them on stage
will be numerous pastors
and community leaders.
The 2019 fundraiser
features a strolling smallplates dinner for guests to
mingle and enjoy the venue
before the festivities.

“It’s
a fun evening with
600 of your friends and colleagues,” said Claire Guisfredi,
executive director at NKC. “We are grateful for all of the
wonderful pastors, community leaders, and guests that help
us to provide basic needs and empowerment programs for
our neighbors in northern Kent County.”
Tickets are available to the public for $75 each, and table
sponsorships are available as well. For more information,
visit https://nkconnect.org/pastorsfeud2019/, or call North
Kent Connect at (616) 866-3478.
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HEALTH & FITNESS

West Nile Virus found in mosquitoes in Kent County
People can take simple steps to protect themselves
From the Kent County Health Department

GRAND RAPIDS – Through ongoing
surveillance and testing the Kent County Health Department (KCHD) has discovered mosquitoes carrying West Nile
virus in five zip codes 49504, 49505,
49507, 49519 and 49525. While these
are the only positive tests so far in 2019,
the findings should serve as a reminder
to all who live in West Michigan that the
West Nile virus (WNV) season is upon
us and will remain until after the first frost.
“Given our experience, we fully expect to
find West Nile virus every year through our
surveillance,” said Dr. Adam London, Administrative Health Officer at KCHD. “We
then share this information with the community, so people can make more informed
decisions about mosquito control.”
WNV is spread primarily by infected Culex mosquitoes. Only about 20 percent of
the people infected will notice symptoms
that may include headache, body aches,
joint pains and fatigue. Most people with
this type of WNV will completely recover.
Rarely, people infected may develop severe
illness that can affect the central nervous
system. Recovery from this type of WNV
may take several months. Some damage to
the central nervous system can be permanent. In rare instances the disease can lead
to death. More information about WNV can
be found here.
The Kent County Health Department is

North End of Town (Next to Carpet Store)
7762 N. Federal Road, Howard City, MI 49329

Why vaping increases your
chances…

If you think vaping is bad for your heart
and your lungs, a new study shows it can
also up your chances of getting the flu, especially if you are a woman.
As we enter the official flu season, local
doctors with American Family Care (AFC)
are warning patients about the health dangers of vaping as well as other habits that
could put you at a higher risk of picking up
flu infested germs over the next few months.

Why vaping increases your
chances…

* Research published in the American
Journal of Respiratory and Critical Care
Medicine reveals puffing on an e-cigarette
disrupts your normal immune response to
viral infections, like flu.   The study also
concluded that vaping really can take a toll
on a woman’s immune system.   
*A study that appears in the Public Library of Science (PLoS) found e-cigarette
vapors can trigger substantial inflammation
in the lungs making them more likely to get
infected by bacteria or viruses like the flu.     
*The CDC has issued a health adviso-

We are
OPEN 5 DAYS
a week

Aquatic Therapy is a rehabilitation procedure done in a heated pool.
Exercises are given by a licensed physical therapist trained in aquatic therapy
Why does is work?

• Minimizes stress to the back & weight-bearing joints
• Water resistance increases strength & core stability
• Buoyancy assists in weight support.
• Hydrostatic pressure decreases swelling & improves joint position awareness
• Water warmth assists in relaxing muscles & increases blood flow to injured areas

Who can benefit?

also aware that Eastern Equine Encephalitis
(EEE) has recently been detected in South
West Michigan. It is quite possible that it
exists in Kent County as well. EEE is also
spread by mosquitoes and is a potentially serious disease that can affect anyone.
Children and people over age 60 are more
likely to get a more severe form of EEE illness. EEE is found primarily in areas with
swamps and bogs. The risk of bites from infected mosquitoes is highest for people who
work or play outdoors in these areas. More
information about EEE can be found at
https://www.accesskent.com/Health/CommDisease/pdfs/westnile_qa.pdf
Precautions for both diseases include
wearing a mosquito repellant that contains 10–35% DEET, wearing light colored
clothing and staying indoors during dusk.
You can help stop mosquitoes from breeding by removing or refreshing water in bird
baths, children’s wading pools, water bowls
for your pets. Empty other small containers
that can collect water in your yard.

Vaping increases chances
of getting the flu
If you think vaping is bad for your
heart and your
lungs, a new study
shows it can also
up your chances of
getting the flu, especially if you are a
woman.
As we enter the
official flu season,
local doctors with
American
Family Care (AFC) are
warning patients about the health dangers
of vaping as well as other habits that could
put you at a higher risk of picking up flu
infested germs over the next few months.

Select Care Physical Therapy

People with acute/chronic pain, arthritis, joint replacements, fractures,
fibromyalgia, sports injuries, neck/back pain, stroke, sprains and strains, etc.

All insurances are welcome, flexible
payment plans for co-payments,
deductible, private pay, etc.

231-937-8485
Fax: 231-937-9836

www.selectcarePT.com

Mon., Wed., Fri. 9am-5pm • Tues. & Thurs.
open later to accommodate late appointments.

WELCOMING NEW PATIENTS!
We provide personalized and complete Dental treatment for everyone
• EXTRACTIONS
• SAME DAY DENTISTRY
• DENTURES AND DENTURE REPAIR
• ROOT CANALS

• CLEANINGS
• CROWNS AND BRIDGES
• INVISALIGN
• COMPREHENSIVE TREATMENT

4655 14 MILE RD NE | Rockford, MI 49341
Same Location as the former CedarRock Dental office

Visit DzingleFamilyDentistry.com
for office hours and patient registration

616.263.9549
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Going Low Carb - Ditching bread and
certain fruits is at the center of several low
carb diets, but whole grains are good for
your gut during flu season. Rice, oats and
buckwheat can build healthy bacteria in
your stomach. Research by the American
Physiological Society concluded a substance found in fruit and vegetables called
quercetin reduced the likelihood of flu in
mice.    
VAPING - continues on page 13
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616.263.9784 | www. redbirdbg. com

Hours: M-Th 11am-10pm | F-S 11am -11pm | Sun. 11am-9pm
22 N. Main
Street • 2pm-6pm
Cedar Springs
Happy Hour: M-F

616.263.9784
www.redbirdbg.com
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Red Hawks lose
to Scots 19-12

By Judy Reed

A trip into OKRed territory on
Friday, September
5, to face Caledonia turned into
disappointment for
the Cedar Springs
Red Hawks Varsity Football team.
Cedar Springs beat
Caledonia handily
in 2018, but it was
not meant to be this
year.
“ C a l e d o n i a ’s
size gave us some
problems up front,
Post photo by J. Reed.
and they controlled
Red Hawk Aiden Brunin runs with the ball.
the line of scrimmage against us,”
explained Cedar Springs Coach Gus Kapolka.
“Their kids and coaches had a good game plan and they executed it well. We had several opportunities late to tie or take the lead
and couldn’t capitalize,” he added.
Cedar Springs scored early in the first quarter, with 7:54 left on
the clock, when Landon Totten ran left for a 14-yard touchdown.
The pass for extra points from QB Jeremy Champione to Kaden
Liggett was then called no good by the referee.
Caledonia came right back to score with 6:27 left in the first,

SPORTS

First OK White conference win
for boys cross country
The Red Hawks ran smart to secure
their first OK White conference meet
win on September 4 on the challenging
course located at Lowell High School.
They came away with a 42-point performance and a 6-point victory over
Lowell and the rest of the OK White
conference.
Corey Bowers (3rd), Daniel Vermulm (4th), Jaydon Moleski (6th),
Dilan Sargent (11th), and Gavin Braciak (20th) rounded out the top 5 each
running smart and tactical races. Austin
Mann (25th) and Carter Moleski (29th)
rounded out the varsity squad with
some nice insurance for the team.
Gabe White (30th), Cayden Steinebach (47th), Espen Wood (53rd), Caleb
Menefee (72nd), Justin Voskuil (74th),

FIRST - continues on page 11

The Red Hawks taking charge at the start of the race.

Boys tennis

LOSE - continues on page 11

Girls cross
country takes
third
The
lady
Red
Hawks moved up
three spots in conference action from last
year on Wednesday,
September 4, when
they took to the very
tough course at Lowell High School. The
team placed third out
of six teams scoring
100 points following
Forest Hills Northern
(30 points) and Forest
Hills Central (43).
Coming in first for
the team was sophomore Ally Ladd in a
time of 23:03 (18th)
GIRLS - continues on page 12

Sophomore Ally Ladd came in first
at Lowell for the Red Hawk team
with a time of 23:03

4395 14 mile rd ne Rockford, MI 49341
M&W 9-8 • TU, TH, & F 9-6 • SAT 9-3 • CLOSED SUNDAYS

watsonrockford.com
616-884-5899 FIND US ON

Thursday, September 12, 2019

Volleyball

Cedar Springs Boys varsity tennis
has experienced it all so far this season- wins, losses, good weather and
cancellations. The lineup is as follows: #1 Singles: Ethan Plummer,
#2S: Trevor Marshall, #3S: Aricin
Thompson, #4S Landon Kolodziej,
#1 Doubles: Easton Lynch and Gabe
Serek, #2D: Tim Minnema and Chase
Moore, #3D: Conner Hall and Cole
Harms, and #4D: Clay Oosting and
Owen Drake, Alternate: Isaac Parker.
The season started strong at their
first competition at the Fruitport
Tri-match. Competing were Fruitport, Sparta and Cedar Springs. This
proved to be an easy victory as Cedar Springs beat both teams 8-0. All
flights reported scores between 6-0
TENNIS - continues on page 13
Varsity Volleyball competed in the WMVOA’s advanced Invitational on Saturday, September 7th. The
Lady Red Hawks finished the tournament with a tough
loss in the Bronze Bracket finals to Catholic Central (2523; 23-25; 8-15) after overpowering Zeeland West in the
semi finals (20-25; 25-21; 15-13). The team played solid
matches in Pool play against proficient programs from
Grandville, Forest Hills Eastern and Spring Lake.
Leaders on the day included outside hitter Grace Wilcox with 27 kills,3 blocks,23 digs and 62 serve receptions. Libero Elizabeth Fettig held the defense tallying
45 digs and 73 serve receptions. Setter Maddie Outwin
put up 68 assists, while middle blocker Arianna Rau had
a solid day with 14 kills, 7 aces, 26 service points and
8 blocks. Grace Pavelka recorded 27 kills and 7 blocks
and Kalli Green added 7 aces with 15 service points.
Varsity Volleyball continues the season on Saturday,
September 14th when they travel to the Northpointe Invite in Grand Rapids. The Lady Red Hawks are 2-5-2.
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OUTDOORS
Deer hunting

Ranger Steve’s Nature
Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Minks, otters,
skunks, weasels,
fishers, and martens
It is a favorite to watch mink and otters in what appears to be funfilled lives. Like all animals, they need to meet the needs of finding
food, water, shelter, and living space. The more time we spend outdoors in wild places, the better the opportunity to encounter these
sleek active animals. Mink seldom stray far from streams or lake
edges. They use other animal burrows or hollow logs for dens.
Mink are generally secretive and stay out of view among dense
wetland vegetation near water’s edge. I observed one investigating
a shoreline in search of food. It was looking for aquatic life. They
are in the Mustelidae weasel family that includes otters, weasels,
skunks, fishers, and pine martins. They are predators that feed almost
entirely on animal matter.
The mink diet is varied. Bird eggs, frogs, and fish are frequent
food. They capture live animals such as birds, chipmunks, mice,
amphibians, snakes, worms, crayfish, and insects. Larger prey like
ducks, squirrels, and rabbits are a jackpot feast. They will take leftovers to their den for later eating.

2019 Hunting Digest

Deer hunting begins in September. Make
sure you are up-to-date with the 2019 regulations. The 2019 Hunting Digest has all deer
hunting regulations, season dates and bag
limits.
Upcoming deer seasons:
Liberty Hunt (youth and hunters with disabilities) is Sept. 14-15.
Early antlerless firearm season is open
Sept. 21-22 in select deer management units.
Archery deer season starts Oct. 1 statewide.
Important changes:
*Deer baiting and feeding is banned in the
entire Lower Peninsula and the Upper Peninsula Core Chronic Wasting Disease Surveillance Area.
*New regulations in the Upper Peninsula
Core CWD Surveillance Area.
*New antler point restrictions.
Visit Michigan.gov/Deer for more deer
hunting details.

121 W Washington St. | Corner of M-57 & M-91
DOWNTOWN GREENVILLE

616-754-7195

1-800-557-7171

Car Rentals • Van Rentals • Full Repair Facility

raywinnieautosales.com
2014 BUICK VERANO

REMOTE START,
BACKUP CAMERA,
PL’S & PW’S,
BLUETOOTH,
32 MPG

DUAL DVD’S,
BACKUP CAMERA,
BLUETOOTH,
CLEAN

9,495

The mink searching the shoreline approached a Common
Loon sitting on her nest. We wondered if it would kill the
loon or if the loon would successfully protect its nest. Mink
kill prey by biting it behind the head on the neck. Before the
mink got close enough to find the loon nest, it diverted into
the forest. We did not see the drama play out as life or death
for the loon family. Though it would have been interesting,
I was happy for the loon.
Otters are more elusive and when seen, they are usually
swimming in rivers. Their muscular tail is used as a rudder. Large feet with webbing between toes provide strong
swimming paddles that propel them well when pursing
prey. Like all carnivores, they have canine teeth used for
capturing and tearing prey.
A family of three half grown otters were jostling in field
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3RD ROW SEAT,
REAR AIR,
PWR SEAT,
ALLOY WHEELS

12,995

14,995

63K MILES, AWD,
HEATED CLOTH,
EYE SIGHT PKG,
NICE 1-OWNER!
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$

$

2015 GMC CANYON CREW
CAB

4X4, 65K MILES,
DUAL PWR
HEATED SEATS,
ALL-TERRAIN
PKG, SHARP

24,995

$
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NATURE- continues on page 13
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American river otters.
Photo by Dmitry Azovtsev. http://www.daphoto.info
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FREE

ESTIMATES

AND AUTO BODY SPECIALISTS
GET YOUR BOAT READY FOR WINTER

Winterizing a boat is no small task, but at Bassett’s
Body Shop we do it right. When the time has come
to prepare your watercraft for the cold weather, we
can help. We offer outdoor boat storage options
and we do shrink wrapping and all other aspects of
winterization. Call us today for a FREE estimate. We
think you’ll be amazed at our affordable rates and
excellent service.
Get your boat or other watercraft ready for
winter with the team at Bassett’s Body Shop!

48 Years At Same Location!

11896 Northland Drive (just north of 14 Mile Road) Rockford
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Five fall tips for a healthy Get the most out of your
yard
tomato harvest
(eLivingtoday.com) While
many homeowners think
lawns need less care during
the fall months, it’s actually
the perfect time to give your
yard the extra boost in needs
to make it through a dormant
winter.
Giving your lawn a little autumn attention as it works to
absorb energy, moisture and
nutrients to sustain it through
the colder months can pay
dividends with a lush, healthy
yard next spring. Consider
these tips to take advantage of
the fall growing period:
Mow
Grass continues to grow until the first frost, so it’s important to keep mowing throughout the fall. Ideally, you
should keep your yard at 2
1/2-3 inches in height, which
is short enough to prevent
matting and fungi like snow
mold yet long enough to keep
the root system deep enough
to withstand the cold and dryness of winter. Leaving small
clippings on the yard can also
add organic matter, moisture
and nutrients to the soil.
Aerate
Because your yard typically suffers some degree of soil

fighting the frost,
consider picking
Nothing beats
any
tomatoes
the flavor of
that are starting
fresh-from-theto show some
garden
tomacolor and allow
toes and when
them to finish
they’re left on
ripening indoors.
the plant five to
The
blossom
eight days after
end of the tothe fruit are fulmato should be
ly colored, the
greenish white or
flavor only gets
starting to show
better.
At the end of the season, pick tomatoes that are start- the color of the
Check plants ing to show some color and allow them to finish ripen- tomato variety
regularly
and ing indoors. Photo by Melinda Myers, LLC
you’re growing.
keep harvesting,
Store green toso the plants continue to instead of producing more matoes in a cool 60- to 65produce throughout the fall. tomatoes that won’t have degree location to extend
This also reduces problems time to mature.
their storage life.
with insects and disease atWhen frost is in the foreSpread out the tomatoes
tacking overripe or rotting cast be prepared to protect on heavy paper or wrap
fruit. Store the mature red your plants and harvest. them individually in newstomatoes in cool, 45- to Cover plants with sheets, paper so the fruit do not
50-degree, conditions with lightweight blankets or touch. This prevents one
high humidity and they’ll floating row covers in the rotten tomato from spoiling
last about 7 to 14 days.
afternoon. All but the row nearby fruit.
Consider pinching off the covers must be removed
The green tomatoes will
growing tip of indetermi- each day when the tempera- ripen over the next few
nate tomatoes now. These tures are above freezing. weeks. Speed up the proplants will keep growing Since row covers allow air, cess by moving a few toand producing new flowers light and water through to matoes to a bright, warm
and fruit until the frost kills the plants while trapping location a few days before
the plant. By pruning off the the heat, they can remain they’re needed.
tip in September the plant in place until the end of the
Next season consider
will direct its energy into harvest season.
growing some short season
ripening the existing fruit
Once you grow tired of
TOMATO - continues on page 13

By Melinda Myers

Photo courtesy of Getty Images

compaction and heat stress,
which can lead to brown or
thinned grass, regular aeration
can prevent soil from compacting and defend against
thatch – a layer of roots, stems
and debris – that blocks water,
oxygen and fertilizer from
reaching the roots. The pro-

cess of aerating removes soil
plugs from the yard to encourage root growth and free
up passageways for nutrients.
Rake
When leaves fall on your
lawn, they can block out sunlight and, if left too long, stick
              YARD - continues on page 13

FIND OUT
HOW

WIND ENERGY POWERS
RURAL ECONOMIES.

LEARN MORE
consumerenergyalliance.org
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POST

Scripts

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to
350 words. The subject should be relevant to local
readers, and the editor reserves the right to reject
letters or edit for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns. All submissions MUST be
accompanied by full name, mailing address and daytime phone number. We use this information to verify
the letter’s authenticity. We do not print anonymous
letters, or acknowledge letters we do not use. Writers
are limited to one letter per month. Email to news@
cedarspringspost.com, or send to Post Scripts, Cedar
Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

Breakthrough event shows
importance of community

Lose
...continued from page 8

when Carson Vanderhoff ran 5 yards for a touchdown. The kick
by Mitchell Hooker for an extra point was good. The score was
now 7-6 Caledonia.
Neither team scored in the second quarter, but Caledonia came
back to score twice in the 3rd. once on a 6-yard run up the middle
by Carson Vanderhoff, and again when Luke Mandsager ran in
a 5-yard touchdown. Hooker attempted to kick extra points both
times, but the first one was blocked and the second one was no
good.
Cedar Springs finally scored again with 8:51 in the fourth quarter when Ben Shaw ran 35 yards for a touchdown. The pass from
Champione to Nate Elliston was no good, making the final score
Caledonia 19, Cedar Springs 12.
Cedar Springs had 188 yards rushing, with Ben Shaw gaining
74 yards on 13 attempts (including a touchdown); Landon Totten
66 yards on 8 attempts (including a touchdown); Jeremy Champione 29 yards on 8 attempts; and Aiden Brunin 13 yards on 9
attempts. Zack Schmid and Nathan Elliston also contributed, for 4
yards and 2 yards, respectively.
Champione attempted 11 passes and completed 5 for 36 yards.
Receivers included Brunin (14 yards); Shaw (-1); Elliston (7);
Nate Webb (12); Liggett (4).
Defensively, the Red Hawks had 59 tackles. Elliston led with 8;
Webb, Liggett, Brunin, Schmid, and Seth Almas all had 6; Miles
Cartwright had 5; David Whitten and Kaleb Colby had 3; Bryant
Maley and Ben Shaw both had 2; and Brady Amell and Jeff Clark

First
...continued from page 8

and Ben Mallory (NT) previewed what proves
to be a bright varsity squad in a couple of years.
Eli Malon (96th), Logan Douglas (101st), Connor Skelonc (104th), Jonathan Reed (121st),
and Gabe Minnich (142nd) showed great improvement and determination that will prove to
continue throughout the season.
“Our boys ran a smart, tactical race on
Wednesday. Lowell’s course is one of the
toughest we’ll see all season. We knew the Red
Arrows were a much improved team this year
and would be working hard to give us a run
for our money on their home course, and our
veterans came through in a big way. This was
our sixth consecutive first-place finish in OK
White competition. Our consistent preparation
and mutual trust on race day has made that possible. We’ll be working to continue this exciting stretch of success throughout the remainder
of the season and beyond,” said Coach Jones.
On Saturday, September 7, the team traveled to Central Montcalm High School where
they took to the course at a grade level meet.
All four of the seniors were in the top 10 finishers of their race with each receiving medals.
These individuals included Jaydon Moleski,

had 1.
Caledonia had 205 yards on the ground. Carson Vanderhoff carried the ball 23 times for 160 yards; QB Jax Kinninger carried it
10 times for 31 yards; and Luke Mandsager gained 14 yards on 3
carries. Nick Fox carried it once but didn’t gain any yardage.
Kinninger completed 7 of 12 passes for 81 yards in the air. Receivers included Jack Snider (41 yards); Ben Norris (29 yards);
Jalan Shinn (12 yards); Nick Fox (-1).
Defensively, the Scots had 49 tackles. Mandsager led with 8;
Mason Stanley had 7; Jack Snider and Jerry Mansfield both had 6;
Dilon Herrema had 4; Marcus Joplin-pinero, Ben Norris, Griffin
Poll, Blake Towsend, and Ryan Stanton all had 3; Andrew Winkler
and Andrew Kayser each had 1.
This Friday, Cedar Springs (1-1) faces Northview (2-0) at Red
Hawk Stadium at 7 p.m. The
Post asked Coach Kapolka
what Cedar Springs would need
to bring to the field to get the
win over Northview.
“Northview has an explosive
offense that features an all state
caliber running back. We will
have to be on the top of our
game to slow him down and
give ourselves an opportunity
for success,” he explained.
The game against Northview
is the first OK-White conference game of the season. Come
on out and cheer on your Red
Hawks!

Daniel Vermulm, Gavin Braciak, and Dilan
Sargent. All of the juniors competing also received medals and included Corey Bowers,
Austin Mann, Justin Voskuil, Caleb Menefee,
and Logan Douglas. The sophomores had four
receive medals for their times. These individuals were Carter Moleski, Gabe White, Cayden
Steinebach, and Ben Mallory. Freshmen earning medals for the first time this season were
Espen Wood, Clayton Akerman, Eli Malon,
and Connor Skelonc.
“This was a great opportunity for our younger runners to get a real idea on where they stand
against runners their age. We had a lot of breakout performances, and I was very proud of our
performance. Despite not having any team
scores to show for it, I believe we had the strongest team performance that day. Our future is
bright. Training will continue to intensify over
the next couple of weeks. They are ready for
some tough workouts that will prepare them for
championship racing. I’m looking forward to
watching these guys continue to improve and
hit some faster courses as the season progresses. Next Friday’s MSU Invite will be the first
true test as to where these boys stand against
some of the best teams in Michigan,” said
Coach Jones.
The team travels to the MSU Spartan Invite
for competition on Friday, September 13.

Dear Community,
How wonderful to be a part of you! The weekend of
the Breakthrough movie and the message it brought
to us not only appeared to us on a movie screen but
we were enabled to actually see, meet and talk to the
real people from the story itself. It expressed how important the community was in bringing about not only
the possibility of a heroic rescue and recovery act but
a marvelous, miraculous resurrection of a young boy
from death to life.
I am trying to say thank you to everyone who had
a part, big or small, in making this nearly impossible
event into a real, actual happening possible. To the
City Manager, Mayor, City Council, churches, organizations, individuals and everyone who availed themselves of the opportunity to watch a true story showing
us how God is always working, repairing and restoring
lives and communities—thank you, thank you! I am so
proud to be one with you.
Just B. Hesley, City of Cedar Springs
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LEGAL NOTICES
TOWNSHIP OF

COURTLAND
COUNTY OF
KENT, MICHIGAN

CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Cedar Springs Planning Commission will
conduct the following public hearing at the regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, October 1st,
2019 for the following topics:
1. PUBLIC HEARING FOR PROPOSED
CHANGES TO THE ZONING ORDINANCE
The zoning administrator is seeking to eliminate the R-R Rural Residential zoning district and convert all R-R zoned properties to
R-1 Single Family Residential zoning. The
following is a list of R-R Rural Residential
zoned properties and their proposed new
zoning designation:
a. 41-02-36-400-004, 13567 NORTHLAND DR NE, change to R-1 Single
Family Residential
b. 41-03-31-151-031, 520 MAIN ST S NE,
change to R-1 Single Family Residential
c. 41-03-30-176-004, 2910 18 MILE RD
NE, change to R-1 Single Family Residential
d. 41-02-25-226-002, 457 MAIN ST N NE,
change to R-1 Single Family Residential
e. 41-02-25-276-007, 101 PINE ST NE,
change to R-1 Single Family Residential
f. 41-02-25-276-006, 119 PINE ST NE,
change to R-1 Single Family Residential
g. 41-02-25-276-004, 153 PINE ST NE,
change to R-1 Single Family Residential
h. 41-02-25-276-009, 173 PINE ST NE,
change to R-1 Single Family Residential
i. 41-02-25-276-013, 187 PINE ST NE,
change to R-1 Single Family Residential
j. 41-02-25-256-004, 221 PINE ST NE,
change to R-1 Single Family Residential
k. 41-02-25-256-003, 243 PINE ST NE,
change to R-1 Single Family Residential
l. 41-02-25-256-002, 283 PINE ST NE,
change to R-1 Single Family Residential
m. 41-02-25-256-001, 285 PINE ST NE,
change to R-1 Single Family Residential
n. 41-02-25-251-013, 301 PINE ST NE,
change to R-1 Single Family Residential
o. 41-02-25-251-012, 311 PINE ST NE,
change to R-1 Single Family Residential
p. 41-02-25-251-028, 297 PINE ST NE,
change to R-1 Single Family Residential
q. 41-02-25-251-003, 359 PINE ST NE,
change to R-1 Single Family Residential
r. 41-02-25-251-009, 361 PINE ST NE,
change to R-1 Single Family Residential
s. 41-02-25-251-007, 357 PINE ST NE,
change to R-1 Single Family Residential
t. 41-02-25-251-027, 365 PINE ST NE,
change to R-1 Single Family Residential
u. 41-02-25-251-024, 363 PINE ST NE,
change to R-1 Single Family Residential
v. 41-02-25-251-014, 473 PINE ST NE,
change to R-1 Single Family Residential
The Planning Commission meeting will begin at
7:00 p.m. and will be held in the Cedar Springs
City Council Chambers, 66 S. Main St., Cedar
Springs, MI 49319. Persons having any questions regarding these matters are urged to attend
this meeting. If you are unable to attend the public hearing, but wish to have your comments become a part of the official record of the meeting,
or if you have questions related to this proposal
please submit them in writing to the City Manager at manager@cityofcedarsprings.org the above
address, or contact City Hall at 616.696.1330.
Dated: Septmeber 12, 2019

COURTLAND TOWNSHIP
FALL CLEAN-UP
September 20th & 21st

The Courtland Township Fall Clean-Up will take
place on Friday, September 20th from 9AM till 3PM
and Saturday, September 21st from 8AM till 3PM.
Dumpsters will be located behind Courtland Fire
Station #1, 7480 14 Mile Road Rockford, MI 49341.
Please enter off Berrigan Ave.
No liquids (paint, oil, ect.) No brush or yard waste.
No tires or TV’s. Propane and fuel oil tanks Must be
cut in half and cleaned out. No Hazardous Materials!
We will accept mattresses, box springs, appliances
at No cost to residents. Fencing must be rolled/
folded up. Building materials accepted, it just needs
to fit into the dumpster!
Clean up will be supervised by Plummer’s
Disposal Services, they have authority to reject any
questionable items. Proof of residency is required.
Questions may be directed to Courtland Township
office at 616-866-0622.
Dated: September 12, 2019

Township
of Nelson
County of Kent,
Michigan

NOTICE OF ADOPTION
OF ZONING ORDINANCE
AMENDMENTS AND SUMMARY
OF THE REGULATORY EFFECT
THEREOF
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that on
August 13, 2019, the Township Board of the
Township of Nelson, Kent County, Michigan,
adopted an ordinance that amends the Zoning
Ordinance of the Township of Nelson. The
principal provisions of the amending ordinance
can be summarized as follows:
The amending ordinance revises Ordinance
No. 2013-005 to prohibit the ignition, discharge
or use of consumer fireworks within the Township
except on the following days and times:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.

11:00 a.m. on December 31 – 1:00 a.m.
on January 1
11:00 a.m. – 11:45 p.m. on the Saturday
and Sunday immediately preceding
Memorial Day
11:00 a.m. – 11:45 p.m. on June 29 and
30 and July 1,2,3,4
11:00 a.m. – 11:45 p.m. on July 5, if that
date is a Friday or Saturday
11:00 a.m. – 11: 45 p.m. on the Saturday
and Sunday immediately preceding Labor
Day.

The ordinance also amends the penalties for
a violation of the ordinance.
Effective Date. The amending ordinance will
become effective on October 12, 2019. A copy
of the amending ordinance may be inspected or
purchased at the office of the Nelson Township
Clerk, 2 Maple Street, Sand Lake, Michigan,
during normal business hours.
Dated: September 12, 2019
TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF NELSON

CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Cedar Springs Planning Commission will conduct the following public hearing at the Planning
Commission regular meeting scheduled for Tuesday, October 1st, 2019 for the following topics:
1. PUBLIC HEARING FOR A SPECIAL LAND
USE OF O’DOWD LAWNCARE & SNOWPLOWING, 228 North Main Street Cedar
Springs, MI 49319: The applicant is seeking special land use approval for a building
contractor such as landscaping and similar
uses provided that any materials or equipment kept outside shall be screened from
the view of nearby properties and roadways per Section 40-576(a) herein, on land
located at 228 North Main St. The Municipal Code, Sec. 40- 570 and 571 require
approval from the Planning Commission
for this request. The property is zoned B-3
Highway Business District, the applicant
requests Special Land Use approval in that
district. The parcel number is 41-03-30151-029.
The Planning Commission meeting will begin at
7:00 p.m. and will be held in the Cedar Springs
City Council Chambers, 66 S. Main St., Cedar
Springs, MI 49319. Persons having any questions or concerns regarding these matters are
urged to attend this meeting. If you are unable to
attend the public hearing, but wish to have your
comments become a part of the official record of
the meeting, please submit them in writing to the
City Manager at the above address or contact
City Hall at 616.696.1330.
Dated: September 12, 2019

Girls
...continued from page 8

followed by freshman Danika Fessenden (27th). Isabel
Vandusen (28th), freshmen Molly Bentley (33rd), Lily
Howland (37th), and Tonya Tepin (39th) ran as a pack and
moved up well together. Next freshmen Larissa McGrath
tried to catch the pack (47th) along with Alexis Wood
(48th). Paige Marsman (52nd) finished next and not too
far behind was Marjorie Hosking (61st) and Lauren Lett
(62nd). Cloe Shoffner was next for the squad (70th) rounded out by Isabella Smith (98th).
“The girls ran with a lot of heart, and they helped each
other every step of the way. They did exactly what they
were supposed to do,” said Coach Melinda Stressman. “It
was so exciting watching them compete. I was very excited to see we placed 3rd against some pretty competitive
teams! On the girl’s side, both Forest Hills Northern and
Forest Hills Central are competitive and have a lot of runners, so it’s very impressive where we placed!”
The ladies also competed in the grade level meet hosted
by Central Montcalm High School on Saturday, September
7. Bringing home medals were senior Tonya Tepin, juniors
Alexis Wood, Paige Marsman, Lauren Lett, and Majorie
Hosking, and sophomores Ally Ladd, Isabel VanDusen,
Lily Howland, and Cloe Shoffner. Freshmen donning new
hardware included Danika Fessenden, Molly Bentley, Larissa McGrath, and Isabella Smith.
The ladies will compete in the MSU Spartan Invite on
Friday, September 13.
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Vaping

Tennis
...continued from page 8

...continued from page 7

Doing It All – If you are starting to feel sick, don’t try to
be a superhero and do it all. No one wants to be exposed
to your germs.   Stay home from either work or school and
don’t even run errands like to the drug store to get medicine. When you have a fever, you should always stay home
at least 24 hours AFTER your fever is gone.
Stressing Out – A heavy load at work or school can create a mountain of daily challenges. When you let stress take
over, you are more susceptible to getting sick.  A study by
Carnegie Mellon University found long-term stress could
weaken someone’s ability to fight infection.   
AFC physicians advise it’s also important to take a few
everyday preventive measures to boost your chances of
avoiding the flu.      

5 habits that help you avoid the flu

1.   Avoid sharing pens. Whether at work or signing a
credit card receipt at a store, never pick up a public pen
because they’re covered with other people’s germs. Keep a
pen handy for any situation that could pop up.  
2.   Knuckle it. When using a debit card machine, get
into the habit of punching in your card pin with a knuckle instead of a fingertip. This way if you rub your eye or
mouth with your fingertip, you’re not transferring germs.
3.   Play it safe at the pump.  Drivers must get gas for
their vehicles no matter what, sick or not. Protect yourself
at the pump, grab a paper towel before picking up the gas
nozzle. You can also use the paper towel as a barrier when
punching in your debit/credit card info.  
4.  Shake and Wash. People are more germ-conscious
these days so avoiding a handshake is not as rude as once
thought, especially during flu season. If you must do it,
wash or sanitize with your hands immediately.
5.   Hands off, please! You are constantly using either
your phone or computer tablet to show friends and coworkers pictures or videos. This means other people are putting
their germs on something you are constantly touching. Get
into the habit of wiping your phone down with a disinfecting wipe to cut down on spreading germs. OR just text your
friends photos and videos!   
“These studies and all the recent reports of vaping related
respiratory illnesses across the country, amplify the dangers
of e-cigarette use during flu season. The red flags continue
to pop up, vaping is a health hazard and doing it this time
of year puts you at high risk to catch the flu,” says Dr. Benjamin Barlow, chief medical officer of American Family
Care, a national healthcare network with a local medical facility. “The number one defense during flu season is getting
a flu vaccine, but you also need to avoid habits, like vaping,
that can up your chances of getting the flu.”

and 6-3. The closest match was seen at 2 Singles, with CS and
Fruitport duking it out! Final score had CS (Trevor Marshall)
winning in a tie-breaker at 6-4, 4-6, (7-1).
The Sparta Quad proved to be a bit more challenging with
Cedar Springs coming in second by only 1 point to Coopersville
who won with 20 points (CS-19). Other teams at the meet were
Sparta and Fremont. Winning their flights at this meet were 4
Singles: Landon Kolodziej, 1 Doubles: Easton Lynch and
Gabe Serek, 2 Doubles: Tim Minnema and Chase Moore and 4
Doubles: Clay Oosting and Owen Drake. Second Place flights
were: 1 Singles- Ethan Plummer, 3 Singles- Aricin Thompson,
3 Doubles- Conner Hall and Cole Harms.
The next match, vs. Coopersville, was a rainout. The fourth
match of the season was a tough one. All flights fell to Lowell
in an 8-0 loss.

Nature
...continued from page 9

near a wetland. They were having great fun and were oblivious to surrounding activity. When one saw me, it ended
their jovial fun and they ran for cover. The open area was
harvested for timber and tree top branches were piled. The
otters ran for cover in the brush pile.
I approached and saw them peering at me with wide eyes.
My presence made them nervous and they contemplated
what they should do. Two stayed in the brush pile but the
third felt it needed to escape. It left the pile and ran across
the logged clearing for more secure safety. Had I been
wolf, coyote, or bobcat that might have spelled death for
the young otter. This time the otter escaped with only fear
and no injury or death.
Encounters with mink, otters, and weasels have been infrequent. Skunks make their presence known by the odor
that follows them. Even without spraying, the scent lingers
in areas they traverse. They are predators with a diet heavily weighted toward insects. Amazingly, they dig up yellow
jacket nests at night to feed heavily on pupae. It seems they
would be stung to death but apparently not.
Two members of the weasel family rarely encountered
are the American pine marten and fisher. Both inhabit areas with more wilderness character where they depend on
extensive forest. I have seen each species once in the wild.
Though the marten is a predator, it also feeds on nuts,
berries, and fruit to meet its metabolic needs. It is known
primarily for capturing squirrels and chipmunks but its diet
is broader to include mice, voles, insects, and fish. The one
I saw ran across a trail I was hiking in the backcountry at
Seney National Wildlife Refuge.
My encounter with a fisher was in northern Minnesota
when it ran across the road at dawn. My personal experience about its nature niche is basically nonexistent. I need
to spend more time exploring outdoors.

Weasel family members have their own predators like
owls, hawks, bobcats, wolves, coyotes, and even snakes.
Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

Yard
...continued from page 10

together to form a suffocating mat on your grass, potentially
leading to fungal diseases. Start raking as soon as leaves begin
to fall or blow into your yard, and rake at least weekly. Alternatively, use your lawnmower fitted with a collection bag attachment to remove leaves from your lawn’s surface.
Fertilize
Because grass grows slower as the weather cools, fall is the
ideal time to fertilize. In mid-to-late-fall, apply a dry fertilizer
to your grassy areas to provide necessary nutrients and encourage deep roots and denser growth that can better compete with
weeds and tolerate disease and insects. For optimum coverage,
use a drop spreader, though crank-style broadcast spreaders also
work.
Over-seed
A dense lawn not only looks good, but also helps protect
against weeds. Over-seeding your existing turf can help fill in
any thin or bare spots and also introduces the resilient grass seed.
For best results, over-seed immediately after aerating when the
ground is still warm, nights are cooler and the sun is not as hot
during the day.
For more strategies to build a healthy, better looking lawn,
visit eLivingtoday.com.

Tomato
...continued from page 10

tomatoes like Fourth of July that start producing fruit earlier in the season. Extend your enjoyment by growing a few
tomato varieties such as Garden Peach, Golden Treasure,
Long Keeper and Reverend Morrow’s Long Keeper that
last longer in storage.
And don’t let the rest of the green tomatoes go to waste.
You can use them for frying, chow chow, green salsa and
other tasty treats.
Melinda Myers has written more than 20 gardening
books, including Small Space Gardening and The Midwest
Gardeners Handbook. She hosts The Great Courses How to
Grow Anything DVD series and the nationally syndicated
Melinda’s Garden Moment TV and radio segments. Myers’
website, www.MelindaMyers.com, features gardening videos, podcasts, audio tips and monthly gardening checklists.
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Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word

Call 616.696.3655

ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

REAL ESTATE

GARAGE/
YARD SALES

HELP
WANTED

NOTICE: All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject
to the Federal Fair Housing Amendments Act and the Michigan
Civil Rights Act, which make
it illegal to advertise “any
preference,
limitation
or
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, national
origin,
handicap,
familial
status, age or marital status,
or an intention to making any
such preference, limitation
or discrimination.” Familial
Status
includes
children
under the age of 18 living with
parents or legal custodians,
pregnant women and people
securing custody of children
under 18. This newspaper
will not knowingly accept any
advertising for real estate,
which is in violation of the law.
To report discrimination, call
the Fair Housing Center at
616-451-2980. The HUD tollfree number for the hearing www.cedarfieldcommunity.com
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

Plan Ahead And SAVE!
Run your sale ad for TWO
weeks and the 2nd week is
½ off! Expires 9-19-19.

Courtland Oakfield UMC: We
are looking for a part time
Nursery employee who is over
the age of 18 and can pass a
background check. They can
call Melissa at 616.970.4466 for
more information. #35-37b

CEDARFIELD
55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

55+

616-696-1100

AUCTION

CRAFTS AND
BAZAARS

616-696-2598

WANTED: Crafters for Solon
Center
Wesleyan
Annual
Church Bazaar. 2 DAYS THIS
YEAR! November 8th , 11-7,
& 9th from 9-3. Booths: $70.
$5.00 additional for table or
electric. Go to www.scwchurch.
org or Contact Marilyn @ 616437-6839. #37,38p

www.artsmithauctions.com

NOTICE

Fall 2019

LEGAL
NOTICE

SEPT 27 & 28

ATTENTION:
ANGELA
JONES
DUTTON

NOTICE:

Tony Dutton
has filed divorce papers in
Indiana.
Angela Jones Dutton needs
to call the Allen County
Courthouse at 260-4494027 in response to this ad.

FRIDAY: 4PM - 8PM

$15ENTRY FEE
SATURDAY: 8AM - 4PM
ENTRY FEE
$5
at
(Good for BOTH days)

Kids under 12 FREE

HUDSONVILLE

FAIRGROUNDS
5235 Park Avenue
Hudsonville, MI 49426

VOTED FLEA MARKET STYLE MAGAZINE:

TOP 100 FLEAS IN AMERICA

www.farmgirlflea.com

Narrow
Your
Search
use the

Cedar Springs
Post
Classiﬁeds

Home Based Business For Sale:

Red Flannel
Factory, LLC

Please contact Pam
at redflannels56@
gmail.com for
more information.

Huge Estate & 3 Family Sale: Furniture, tools,
clothes – mens 44-48,
women’s 12-XL, baby’s
& toddlers. And so much
more! September 13, 14,
15, 8am – 5pm. 56 W.
Averill St., Sparta, MI
49345. #37p

CEDARFIELD
55+
COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

HELP!

The Cedar Springs Post
is always looking for
a good sales rep.
Join our newspaper family in
our sales force. Full or part
time available. Hourly and/or
commission.
For the details, send resume
w/contact info to sales@
cedarspringspost.com.

FOR RENT
CEDARFIELD
SELF STORAGE
Next to Meijer

COMMUNITY-WIDE
GARAGE SALES

2ND MONTH
FREE

SAT., SEPT. 14TH
9 am - 3 pm

Reserve online at
cedarfieldstorage.com

3592 17 Mile Rd.
next to Meijer
No early sales

616-696-1100

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

P ST

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –
CRITTER

CRITTER

CORNER

CORNER

PLEASE DO NOT leave
your pet in your car while
shopping! Show your love
for them by leaving them
safely in the comfort and
cool of home. Cars can get
dangerously hot in just a
few minutes even with the
windows cracked.

Found:
This cat
showed
up in our
yard in
a snow
storm in
the area
of
18
Mile and
Wabasis.
He
as
b e e n
to
the
animal hospital and checked
out. He had a wound on his
shoulder and ear mites. Treated
for both. I’m looking for his
family or a good adoptive home.
He talks, purrs and is sweet.
I’m older and already have too
many cats. Please call Lois at
616-696-2908. #34-37p

Found: Male Pit Bull found near
Cedar Springs High School.
He was brought to the Cedar
Animal Hospital on Monday,
August 28th. He is very sweet
and trained. He seems to be
about 4-6 years old. 616-6961212. #37

Humane Society of West Michigan’s

616-696-1100

SERVICES
A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb

CLASSIFIEDS

DEADLINE:
NO BILLING -

Classiﬁeds Work

Piano lessons available
in Cedar Springs/Sparta/Kent City/Sand Lake
area. Call 616-696-4505
or email mdamsgaard@
yahoo.com, website – merryspiano.weebly.com. #3739p

Huge
Back
Yard
Sale:
September 12, 13, 14. 15846
Northland Dr. 9 am to 4
pm. 50% more items! Arc
welder,
woodstove,
tools,
clothing, antiques, 30 years of
collectibles. Too much to list.
25% off everything. #37p

Monday by 5:00 p.m.

TONY DUTTON
Dated: Sept. 12, 2019

CLASSES AND
LESSONS

THIS WEEK:

The

Thursday, September 12, 2019

All Classifieds
Must be Pre-Paid!

PRICING: $12.00
for first 25 words,

20¢ for each additional word
(pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST

616.696.3655

$1.00 OFF
CLASSIFIEDS

When you pay with

CA$H

PETS of the WEEK

Louie – 7-month-old male – Terrier Mix

Meet Louie!
Although he
has a grumpy
face,
Louie is a happy go lucky
boy! At only
7
months,
Louie is very
much a puppy and would
love to work on tricks and skills with a new family. He
enjoys running, long walks, and treat puzzles to challenge his brain! Come meet this cutie!
If you’re interested in adopting Louie, please contact
Humane Society of West Michigan!
Bailey – 2-year-old male – Domestic Shorthair mix
Meet Bailey! Bailey is an outspoken guy, he will
chat your ear off!
He would love
a home that will
play with him and
provide
plenty
of fun games and
toys for him to
engage with. Bailey may even enjoy walking on a cat harness and leash! If you don’t like
being bored, Bailey is the guy for you!
If you’re interested in adopting Bailey, please contact
Humane Society of West Michigan!
Humane Society of West Michigan is open Tuesday-Friday 12pm-7pm and Saturday-Sunday 11am-4pm.
For more information on the Humane
Society of West Michigan, call (616)
453-8900 or visit them at 3077 Wilson
NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road
during adoption hours or visit
www.hswestmi.org

Thursday, September 12, 2019

Shop Local

Page 15

The Cedar Springs POST

Shop The POST
“WE LOVE TO SEE YOU SMILE”

Drivers are 23 times more
likely to be involved in a car
accident while texting.

Dr. Andy Setaputri

W E L C O M I N G N E W PAT I E N T S !

WE PROVIDE COMPLETE DENTAL CARE FOR ADULTS AND KIDS.

YOUR AGENCY NAME

·
·
·
·
·

GEBHARDT
INSURANCE
OR LOGO GOES
HERE
CEDAR
SPRINGS • 616-696-9440
CITY • 000.000.0000
www.gebhardtins.com
youragencywebaddress.com

CLEANINGS
COSMETIC DENTISTRY
TOOTH WHITENING
INVISALIGN
TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS

IMPLANT RESTORATIONS
CROWNS/BRIDGES/DENTURES
ROOT CANALS
EXTRACTIONS
EMERGENCY SERVICE

·
·
·
·
·

We accept most dental insurances including Delta Dental traditional and PPO plans.*
* Contact our office to verify acceptance of your plan.

®

OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY- THURSDAY 8AM-5PM
20 E CHURCH ST NE, CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319

Virginia Tech Transportation Institute

616-696-9420

www.micedardental.com

License#59-12
#59-12
License

SEPTIC
SEPTIC
TANK
TANK
CLEANING LLC
CLEANING
LLC
“FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED SINCE 1979”

LICENSED
& INSURED
“FAMILY OWNED
& OPERATED
SINCE 1979”

Home Septic Inspections
• Competitive Rates
LICENSED & INSURED
Commercial-Residential
• Septic
Tanks Vacuum
Cleaned
Home Septic Inspections
• Competitive
Rates
Portable Toilet Rentals For Any Occasion
Commercial-Residential
• Septic Tanks Vacuum Cleaned
Serving Kent,
Montcalm,
NewaygoFor
and Surrounding
Areas
Portable
Toilet
Rentals
Any Occasion
616-636-5565 OR 616-951-7171

Serving Kent, Montcalm, Newaygo and Surrounding Areas
616-636-5565 OR 616-951-7171

Your
local floor-covering
Your hometown
floor-covering store
store
for
years
for 36
33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive

$19.05

616-866-2748

NEW CUSTOMER
SERVICE CALL

*Restrictions may apply, call for details.

616-458-7304 www.schaafsma.com

P1947

2015 Ford Explorer XLT

White Platinum Metallic Tri-Coat 202A AWD 6-Speed
Automatic with Select-Shift 3.5L 6-Cylinder SMPI DOHC

$21,899

19T320A

2011 GMC Sierra 2500HD SLE
Summit White 4WD 6-Speed Automatic HD Electronic
with Overdrive Vortec 6.0L V8 SFI VVT
Priced below KBB
Fair Purchase Price!

$21,799

19T432A

2017 Ford Escape SE

White Gold Metallic 200A FWD 6-Speed Automatic
EcoBoost 1.5L I4 GTDi DOHC Turbocharged VCT
Priced below KBB
Fair Purchase Price!

$17,899

Call for your no obligation quote!

616.696.8255
Christopher Conflitti
Your Local Farmers Agent
30 S MAIN
CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319
CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM

2016 Ford F-150 XL

P1955

Oxford White 101A RWD 6-Speed Automatic
Electronic 3.5L V6 Ti-VCT

$21,000

P1960

2016 Chevrolet Malibu LT

Butte Red Metallic 1LT FWD 6-Speed Automatic 1.5L DOHC.
Odometer is 21016 miles below market average!

$17,625

NEWSPAPER SPACE
In

The

P ST

Call Today! 616.696.3655

2018 Ford Focus SE

Ingot Silver Metallic 200A Priced below FWD 6-Speed
Automatic with Powershift 2.0L I4 DGI Ti-VCT
Priced below KBB
Fair Purchase Price!

$14,000

IED

CERTIF

FOR SALE HERE
CONNECT WITH
COMMUNITY

P1956

P1964

P1963

2018 Nissan Altima 2.5 SL

2018 Chevrolet Malibu LT

$17,799

$17,400

Super Black - LOTS OF FEATURES!. FWD CVT with
Xtronic 2.5L 4-Cylinder DOHC 16V

Silver Ice Metallic
FWD 6-Speed Automatic 1.5L DOHC

P1962

2016 Ford Fusion SE

Magnetic 2016 202A FWD 6-Speed Automatic
EcoBoost 1.5L I4 GTDi DOHC Turbocharged VCT
Odometer is 7028 miles
below market average!

$17,599

345 N. Main Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
Telephone: 866.553.3673
www.VanderhydeFord.com
Prices are plus tax, title, DOC fee and registration. Prices are subject to change
based on market conditions. While supplies last.
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Sparta Chevrolet

GET THE REAL DEAL AT SPARTA CHEVROLET. WE DON’T BELIEVE IN THE GAMES AND
GIMMICKS THAT ARE SO COMMON TODAY. STOP IN AND EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE.

COURTESY CAR

19TC003

19C014

2019 CRUZE HATCHBACK LT

Heated Seat, Remote Start, Keyless Open, Keyless Start,
Rear Park Assist, Rear Cross Traffic Alert, Lane Change
Alert with Side Blind Zone Alert,
Power Seat. 5380 Courtesy Miles.

WAS $24,195

0% FINANCING AVAILABLE

SPARTA DISCOUNT $2,949

COURTESY CAR

19C002

2019 IMPALA LT

2020 MALIBU LT

LT Convenience Package, Heated Seats, Heated
Steering Wheel, Power Seat, 120 V Power Outlet,
Universal Home Remote, Remote Start, Rear Vision
Camera, 5950 Courtesy Miles.

Power Drive Seat, Keyless Open, Keyless Start, Heated Seats,
Active Noise Cancelation, Teen Driver Technology, Siriusxm,
Rear Vision Camera.

WAS $27,495

WAS $33,535

NATIONAL REBATE $1,000
BONUS CASH $1,250
GM DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE $750

SPARTA DISCOUNT $3053

SPARTA DISCOUNT $712

NATIONAL REBATE $1,750

NATIONAL REBATE $1,500

SALE PRICE $28,732

SALE PRICE $18,996

SALE PRICE $25,283

19T710

19T670

2019 TRAX AWD LT

LT Convenience Package, Poer Seat, Remote Start,
Keyless Open, Keyless Start, Rear Vision Camera,
Onstar.

WAS $26,185

19T661

2019 EQUINOX AWD 2FL

Driver Convenience Package, Power Rear Liftgate,
Remote Start, Heated Seats, Dual Zone Climate Control,
Universal Home Remote.

0% FINANCING AVAILABLE

WAS $33,225

Remote Start, Heated Seats, Power Liftgate, Rear
Park Assist, Rear Cross Traffic Alert, Universal Home
Remote, Lane Change Alert with Side Blind Zone Alert.

WAS $35,340

SPARTA DISCOUNT $1,323

SPARTA DISCOUNT $683

2019 BLAZER FWD

SPARTA DISCOUNT $1,417

NATIONAL REBATE $1,500
BONUS CASH $2,250
GM LOYALTY $1,000
SALE PRICE $27,152

NATIONAL REBATE $1,000
BONUS CASH $3,250
SALE PRICE $21,252

-OR- LEASE FOR ONLY $250/MONTH
WITH $0 DOWN

NATIONAL REBATE $2,000
BONUS CASH $750
SALE PRICE $31,173

-OR- LEASE FOR ONLY $315/MONTH
WITH $0 DOWN

-OR- LEASE FOR ONLY $364/MONTH
WITH $0 DOWN

19T470

2019 SILVERADO 1500 4X4 RST CREW CAB
Dual Zone Climate Control, Power Seat, Heated Seats,
Heated Steering Wheel, Auto Locking Rear Differential,
Trailering Package with Hitch Guidance, 20” Aluminum
Wheels, Spray In Bed Liner.

19T289

2019 TAHOE 4X4 LS

20” Polished Aluminum Wheels, Max Trailering Package,
Trailer Brake Controler, Power Seats, Tri Zone Climate
Control, Rear Vision Camera, Rear Park Assist, Auto
Locking Rear Differential.

WAS $54,675

WAS $50,750

SPARTA DISCOUNT $2,932

0% FINANCING AVAILABLE

SPARTA DISCOUNT $2,875
NATIONAL REBATE $2,000
GM LOYALTY $3,000

SALE PRICE $46,799

0% FINANCING AVAILABLE

NATIONAL REBATE $2,500
BONUS CASH $3,250
SALE PRICE $42,068

19T611

2019 SILVERADO 3500 CREW CAB LTZ DUALLY
Dual Rear Wheels, Duramax Diesel, Allison Transmission,
Heated and Cooled Leather Bucket Seats, Power Adjustable
Pedals, Bose Audio, Heated Steering Wheel, Navigation,
Spray in Bed Liner, Custom Sport Edition.

WAS $69,860

SPARTA DISCOUNT $4,651

-OR- LEASE FOR ONLY $420/MONTH
WITH $0 DOWN
OR $384/MONTH WITH CURRENT
SILVERADO OR SIERRA LEASE.

NATIONAL REBATE $2,500
BONUS CASH $1,500
GM DOWN PAYMENT ASSISTANCE $1,500

SALE PRICE $59,709

No Hidden Fees or Charges; just add tax, title, plate and doc fee. Must take delivery by 09/30/2019. Lease payments include lease loyalty and require qualified
credit. Some prices may require GM Loyalty incentive or conquest incentive. Vehicles may not be exactly as pictured and are subject to prior sale. Some residency
or other restrictions may apply, see us for complete details. We have made every effort to assure accuracy and reserve the right to amend and/or correct any
errors. Some incentives require qualified credit and financing with G.M. Financial. Should rules or rebates change, neither customer nor dealer will be obligated
to consummate deal. Due to other special offers which may be available, YOUR PRICE MAY ACTUALLY BE LESS THAN ADVERTISED; please ask us for details. Thank
you for shopping Sparta Chevrolet.
WITH SILVERADO
TRAX
EQUINOX
BLAZER
SILVERADO
OR SEIRRA LEASE
19T670
19T710
19T661
19T470
MSRP
Term
Down Payment
Security Deposit
Amount Due at Start
Total of Payments
Excess Mileage
L.E.V.

$26,185
36-mo./10K yr.
$0
$0
$250
$9,023
.25
$14,664

$33,225
36-mo./10K yr.
$0
$0
$315
$11,376
.25
$20,267

$35,340
36-mo./10K yr.
$0
$0
$364
$13,140
.25
$24.031

$50,750
36-mo./10K yr.
$0
$0
$420
$15,120
.25
$34,003

36-mo./10K yr.
$0
$0
$384
.25
$34,003

Open: Mon. thru Thur. 9 a.m. - 8 p.m. • Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sat. 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

Sparta Chevrolet

(616) 887-1791 www.spartachevy.com

Corner of M-37
and Sparta Avenue

