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Instant Cash Advance robbed

Two hurt in road commission rollover

Road rage suspected in rollover crash
By Beth Altena

by Judy Reed

A small business in Cedar 
Springs was the target of an 
armed robbery Wednesday 
morning. 

According to Police Chief 
Roger Parent, the suspect 
entered the Instant Cash 
Advance store at 151 S. 
Main and demanded mon-
ey while showing a gun. 
An undetermined amount 
of cash was handed to the 
suspect who then fled on 
foot. 

The suspect was de-
scribed as a tall black male 
wearing a dark colored, zip-
per style hoodie, dark bag-
gie pants and black tennis 
shoes. He had his face cov-
ered with a white, plastic 
mask. His physical descrip-
tion was reported as being 
over 6 feet tall, 200 pounds 
with a trimmed beard.

A K-9 Unit from Wyo-
ming Police Department 
assisted in the search of the 
suspect but lost the track 
after reaching the street di-
rectly behind this business.  

A resident living on W. 
Church Street said she saw 
a red, mid-size vehicle 
slowly circle the block, and 

then park in the driving 
lane of the road. She 
said she noticed it be-
cause she was waiting 
for a friend to come 
over, who also drives a 
red car. She realized it 
wasn’t her friend when 
she saw someone in a 
black hoodie get out 
and walk toward the 
businesses in the strip 
mall. She thought it 

RoBBed - continues on page 13

Post celebrates 
25 years

Welcome faithful readers,
This issue celebrates our 25th year. The header on this 

week’s front page shows what the Post looked like when 
we started back in 1988. Of course we can’t put red flannels 
on our banner anymore, but we’re hoping we can get away 
with it for this one week.

This week we celebrate a quarter century of deadlines, 
late nights that turn into early mornings, from computer ad-
vances and like wise crashes, sometimes an occasional web 
virus, the coming of Y2K, the war in Iraq, the restoration of 
our theatre, the building of our new library, that day in infa-
my, on 911, the birth of many and the loss of others. We’ve 
been here week after week, year after year, and decade after 
decade. For this issue, we take pause, and a look back. 

We invite you to take a trip down memory lane through 
our printed versions of the Post with us. Beginning in 1990, 
we started to bind our newspapers into a bound hard cov-
er version of The Cedar Springs Post for each year. These 
hard cover volumes are to be donated to the Cedar Springs 
Historical Society.

Let me tell you, it was quite a trip!
Currently, these books hold our local news and history 

exclusively and found only in these printed books of The 
Post. See some of these stories, starting on page 3. 

Enjoy!
Yours truly,

Lois Allen, Publisher
Vol. 1 No. 1

Cedar Springs home 
of its own newspaper
As published in the very first edition July 28, 1988

After a lapse of more than four years the Red Flannel 
Town will once again host its own newspaper. Although 
Cedar Springs is covered by many area periodicals, it has 
been a long time since the town has had its own local 
newspaper.

The previous Cedar Springs paper was the Clipper, 
which covered the town’s growth and activity for more 
than 100 years.

Since the closing of that publication, the town has had 
to rely on out-of-town papers which printed only scraps 
of information about Cedar Springs.

With the introduction of The Cedar Springs Post, the 
community will once again receive the concentrated at-
tention of its own local newspaper. The new newspaper 
will be dedicated entirely to Cedar Springs and to the Ce-
dar Springs area, and should prove to be the extra stimu-
lus that the district needs to reach its highest potential…

by Judy Reed

Two Kent County Road Commission workers were 
injured Monday when the pickup truck they were driv-
ing drifted off the road and rolled over in Nelson Town-
ship.

According to Kent County Sheriff Deputy Brad Mer-
cer, the accident happened just after 4 p.m. Monday, 
July 22, on 17 Mile Road west of Ritchie. The two 
workers had left a job site and were traveling west on 
17 Mile Road, on their way back to the Road Com-
mission complex, when the vehicle drifted off the right 
side of the road, hit the ditch, then crossed to the left 
side of the road and went into the brush, where it rolled 
over on to the driver’s side.

The Cedar Springs Fire and Rescue had to use the 
RolloveR - continues on page 13

First responders at the scene of an accident in 
Oakfield Township said witnesses described road 
rage as the reason a pick-up truck driver lost con-
trol of his vehicle, snapping trees as he rolled the 
truck off M-57 (14 Mile Road) into a front yard 
Monday, July 22.

The accident happened just after 4:30 p.m. west 
of Wabasis Lake Road on a straight stretch of the 
main road between US 131 and Greenville. Ac-
cording to a neighbor across the street, the area 
has had many accidents. “It happens a lot,” said 
the resident, who did not want to be identified. He 
said from his driveway he has seen plenty of ac-

RAge - continues on page 13

Post photo by J. Reed
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Our slightly older readers and residents of this community are familiar with John Coady, 
and his Memories of a Farm that published weekly in the Post during the 1980’s.  He was 
respected and even loved by many here in Cedar Springs. Thanks for the memories, John.

Community mourns loss 
of John Coady
by Terri Riggle

Cedar Springs lost one of its best Monday, March 10, and will 
mourn his passing. Retired teacher, High School principal, Rotar-
ian, author, husband and father, Mr. John Coady was a bright spot 
in our town.

Mr. Coady, who I best remember as being my principal when I 
attended Cedar Springs High, was a person I respected. I figured 
anybody who handled a school full of kids and still managed to be 
cheerful and chipper had earned my regard. I will never forget his 
smile and easy-going demeanor. 

After retiring from the school district, Mr. Coady kept going. 
Talk to anyone in the Cedar Springs Rotary Club, and they’ll tell you of his good work. Ask folks in 
the Cedar Springs Historical Society about his contribution from his very own book, “The Legends 
and Story of the Michigan Indian.” Ask his family and his friends… he was a very special man. Cedar 
Springs will miss him. 

It is somehow fitting that, as the community celebrates the debut of a new museum, we can dedi-
cate this new beginning to John P. Coady – his name and memory will remain forever in our history.

Memories of a Farm
by John Coady

Sunday Baseball

Police are asking for the 
public’s assistance to find 
two kayaks and a trailer 
stolen from Indian Lake, in 
Winfield Township, Howard 
City. It is believed they were 
stolen during the night of or 
near June 30.

The kayaks and the trailer 
are shown in the photo. The 
kayaks should be easily no-
ticeable. The top one has red 
and black markings, and the 
bottom one has camouflage 

on it. This trailer may have been spotted briefly abandoned on the side of the road with the 
kayaks on it on Deaner Rd. just East of Marble Rd. after the theft. 

If you have any information, please contact Detective Doyle at the Michigan State Police 
Lakeview at (989) 352-8444 or the Howard City Police at (231) 937-4311.
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KEEPING
THE TRADITION

CedarRock Dental Care is open and committed to 
helping patients create a healthy and beautiful smile.

Dr. Gene Bonofiglo, “Dr. B,” is continuing
Dr. Dick Jeruzal’s long history of restoring dental

health and giving people back their smiles,
keeping the tradition of quality care and 

comprehensive dentistry at CedarRock Dental Care.

We are OPEN and ready to meet all your 
dental needs. Come experience the same caring 

dentistry CedarRock Dental Care has been 
providing for over 30 years.

Sincerely,
Your CedarRock Dental Care Family

CedarRock Dental Care
Enriching lives... one smile at a time!

4655 14 Mile Road NE • Rockford, MI 49341
(616) 866-4461  •  (616) 696-2600

New Patients
Always Welcome!

Cedar Springs Museum SuMMer Car Show

Be sure to join the fun at the 

The museum uses this car show to help bring programs to our community and 
especially to allow us to host family programs without charge.

We are able to do this because of our generous sponsors.
Be sure to thank them when you are in their business.

Anderson Insurance (Martin A. Anderson), Austin Construction, Amish Furniture (Bob 
& Betty Truesdale), Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Car Quest-Denny Ream, Cedar 
Springs Chiropractic ( Dr. Buck), Choice One Bank, Dean’s Landscaping, Edward Jones, 
Dr. Bruce Jackson II, Family Fare, High Grade Materials, Independent Bank, Huntington 
Bank, Cedar Springs Meijer, Lake Side Inn - Sand Lake , Bo & Sharon Nielson, Pederson 
Funeral Chapel (David Pederson), Sparta Chevrolet, Stout Real Estate Group,  Swift 
Family Farms, Laurence Swift, D & Nita White, Weingartz Supply Co, Wolfe Construction.

Pat and RoseAnne Patin 
will DJ with their 

fun collection of music. 

Trophies will be given out at 
1:00pm to “Best of Show” and 

the “Top 20” favorites.
 The F.F.A. students will sell a light breakfast at 8:00a.m. & 

grilled hot dogs for lunch as a fund raiser for their organization.

Cedar Springs Summer Car Show
in Morley Park on Saturday, July 27 • 8am-2pm
Free to all visitors and only $10.00 to register a car.  

GEBHARDT INSURANCE AGENCY
14 South Main St., Cedar Springs, MI 49319
Phone: 696-9440 or 1-888-696-9440

Gebhardt Insurance
Agency

14 S Main St., Cedar Springs, MI 49319
Phone: 696-9440 or 1-888-696-9440
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Post goes to Mall of America and 
Camp Nathanael

Opportunity expands for area 
home educators
Oakfield Baptist Academy re-opens as 
Oakfield Christian Learning Center 

The Post recently made 
an appearance at two dif-
ferent events with Isabelle 
Brace and Elizabeth Smith. 
It first traveled to Minne-
apolis, Minnesota to the 
Mall of America, where 

they met Isabelle’s grand-
son, Nick Bazzett, formerly 
of Cedar Springs. Bazzett 
works at the Radisson Blu, 
which is connected to the 
Mall. Then later in the day 
they got to meet Isabelle’s 

week-old great-grandson, 
Reign Alexander Bazzett. 
Accompanying Isabelle 
and Elizabeth on the trip to 
Minnesota was Rhoda and 
Hans Nielsen. 

Isabelle and Elizabeth 
then took the Post, dropped 
off the Nielsens, picked up 
Timothy Brace, and headed 

to Camp Nathanael, in Em-
malena, Kentucky, for the 
wedding of another grand-
son, Simeon, whose father 
is Nathan Brace, formerly 
of Cedar Springs.   

It sounds like the Post 
put on some miles with that 
trip! Thanks so much for 
taking us with you!

By sarah Read

The building formerly 
known as Oakfield Bap-
tist Academy will soon be 
buzzing with new life.

Homeschool families in 
the area will begin using it 
this fall for shared learning, 
team building and cooper-
ative education, as several 
groups partner together to 
bring classes and opportu-
nities to Oakfield Christian 
Learning Center. 

The school building, lo-
cated at the southwest cor-
ner of 14 Mile Road and 
Wabasis Avenue, will be 
re-opening this fall as a new 
homeschool hub, known as 
Oakfield Christian Learn-
ing Center. Since its clos-
ing in 2004, the school has 
sat with minimal occupa-
tion for nearly 10 years. It 

has been used sporadically 
for programs such as Up-
wards Basketball, Awana, 
and short-term homeschool 
groups. 

“We’re really excited 
about the all the possibili-
ties, and what it means for 
area homeschool families,” 
shared Beth Crawford, of 
OCLC.

Greenville Michigan 
Inclusive Connection for 

Home-learners (G-MICH), 
an active homeschool sup-
port group and co-op, will 
be partnering with OCLC 
at this facility and running 
their activities and classes 
together. G-MICH offers 
a parent-led cooperative 
along with monthly field 
trips, mom times, curricu-
lum days, unit studies, skat-
ing parties, and other social 

Police search for stolen kayaks

Thursday, June 4, 1992

“I Made a Mistake”… Walsh 
City and Horse Owners Come To An Agreement
by Roger Allen

Yee-haa! Come of Trigger, we’re headin into town!

City Manager Frank Walsh may 
have saved himself from lynching by 
forbearance and an admission of mis-
judging the nature of Cedar Springs 
horse lovers. An overflow meeting at 
City Hall Monday night was billed as 
a “Public Forum” and at which Walsh 
exposed himself to the slings and ar-
rows of public outcry. He listened for 
over an hour and a half while 60 or 
70 outraged horse people raised ques-
tions ranging from the defense of free-
dom to the biodegradability of horse 
manure. 

Many horse people spoke, often 
with strong feelings, while only two 
ordinance advocates had the courage 
to speak. All the horse people agreed that hors-
es did not belong on public sidewalks but they 
shied at any other restriction. Many pointed 
out the commercial benefits of horses to local 
business, and threatened to take their business 
to other towns. Others spoke about the plea-
sure they took in owning and riding horses 
and said they liked Cedar Springs precisely 
because it was rural in character.

For much of the meeting the audience was 
frankly hostile, although well mannered. 
Walsh, however, “put his foot in it” (so to 
speak) by stating that the City could pass any 
ordinance it wants to. That prompted some 
comment on democracy and freedom, many 
applauding the speaker who said that this or-
dinance was just an opening wedge in the pas-
sage of much more restrictive laws.

Tom Hoskins questioned if the city could 
pass an ordinance restricting the use of a State 
road (Northland Drive). 

Walsh, upon the suggestion that this was “a 
non-issue” said he wanted to hear from all sides. 
There were only two sides and very, very few 
wanted to speak in favor of the ordinance. Those 
opposed drew a lot of applause. Linda VanderJagt 
pointed out, “The people here are part of the City, 
too”, a point that should be kept in mind by the 
City Manager and Council.

Many commented that banning horses hurt the 
City’s image, and their pride in the City and its 
reputation was part of their concern.

At the end of the meeting, Walsh disarmed a 
great deal of antagonism by admitting his error 
and saying that he would recommend an ordi-
nance banning horses from the sidewalk…only. 
He earned his own applause with that statement, 
and comments commending him for taking the 
heat.

 It appears that horses will still be admit-
ted to Cedar Springs, if they behave themselves. 
If they don’t, maybe the Sheriff’s Mounted Patrol 
will bring them in.

Saturday baseball was sim-
ply not sufficient to quench 
the thirst of the baseball en-
thusiasts. Neighborhoods 
started organizing some real 
sandlot ball clubs to play each 
other on Sunday.

Our farm was the scene for 
Sunday baseball for several 
years. Dad worked a field for 
a baseball diamond into his 
crop rotation as he would for 
corn, hay or potatoes. 

Getting a field fit for base-
ball play was no simple and 
quick matter. It had to be 
closely clipped with the mow-
er after all the stones were 
picked up. The bases were 
laid out precisely as directed 
in the Baseball’s Handbook, 
120’6” from home to second 
base, 90 feet between bases, 
and 60’6” from home to the 
pitcher’s box. Often the crops 
failed to get cultivated in or-
der to get a diamond ready 
for the season opener with the 
Gravel Ridge Murderers. 

The equipment included 
just the bare necessities, such 
as a couple baseballs, a few 
bats (some turned by a lathe in 

a local shop) and the catcher’s 
paraphernalia. A new baseball 
was a treat for the pitcher. The 
pitcher’s plate was usually a 
heavy 16” x 4” board. Bases 
were made by filling a grain 
sack with sawdust. 

As Sunday rolled around, so 
did the cars that filed into our 
front yard; there were Model 
“T” Fords, Whippets, Stars, 
Saxons, Durants, Jacksons, 
Overlands, and a few others. 
Women folk came along too, 
to root for the old man as he 
came up to bat. Often they 
would bring along a milk can 
filled with lemonade to serve 
their team, but team members 
were careful not to drink too 
heavily, lest it impair their 
performance in the game. 

During one of these games, 

a batter drove a liner over the 
left fielder into some deep 
grass. The left fielder could 
not find the ball, and the batter 
made it good for a home run. 
The search for the ball contin-
ued as all 18 players stomped 
the ground trying to locate the 
baseball. A few cows were 
pasturing farther away, and 
someone spotted old bossy 
with a huge lump in her jaw. 

 “You don’t sup-
pose?...”, someone said.

 They walked over 
to the cow and found her 
chewing vigorously on the 
ball. The ball was wiped off, 
and put back into play again. 
Needless to say, the pitcher 
had a first class “spitter” to 
throw at the hitters.



January 23, 1991

Thank you 
To Cedar Springs:

I would 
like to write 
to you to 
thank you 
for your 
c o n t r i b u -
tions for 
sending me 
a copy of 
the Cedar 
Post every 
week.

You can’t 
imagine the 
joy I receive 
from this 
newspaper. 
When mail 
call comes 
around and 
I see a big 
manila en-
velope with 
my name on 
it, I know 
e x a c t l y 
what’s in it. 

So thank 
you from 
the bottom 
of my heart 
and from 
the sands of Saudi Arabia.

Best wishes to all the people that live in 
Cedar Springs and all around the U.S.

Goodnight
SPC James Hilliker

    Armor Crewman
    U.S. Army

Caring • Compassionate 
Considerate 

Five Generations of 
Serving the Grant & 

Newaygo Communities

When You Are 
In Need Let 
Us HelpYou.

In a Time of Need Our Staff Care for You and Your Concerns…

Charles M. McKinley 
Licensed Funeral Director 

Manager
226 State Road - Newaygo 

(231) 652-5613

A.J. McKinley 
Licensed Funeral Director 

Manager
45 E. Main Street - Grant 

(231) 834-5613
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Arts/entertAinmentKent

KenT - on page 14

The bridge you 
burn now may be 
the one you later 

have to cross.

If it be possible, as much as lieth in 
you, live peaceably with all men.

~Romans 12:18
From god’s little Instruction Book- Honor Books
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Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memories

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

spiritual notes • announcements • memories

ChurchDirectory

Keeping the Faith

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm

Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

Summer Service Time 10:30 AM
Memorial Day Weekend
thru Labor Day Weekend

135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Grant & Oak)
616.696.2970

www.thespringschurch . in fo

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway June thru Labor Day Weekend

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WoRShip 
9:30aM • 6:00pM

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

     Pioneer Christian Reformed Church 
  Services at Cedarfield Community Center 
      3592 17 Mile RD NE (Next to Meijer) 
 Phone: 696-9120  Web: www.pioneercrc.org 
           Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM 
                     Pastor: Jim Alblas   
 

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pastor: Jim Alblas

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.
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gSunday, AM Sunday School for All Ages  9:45AM
Sunday Worship Services 11:00AM & 6:00PM
Wednesday Ladies Bible Study 10:30AM
Wednesday Prayer and Praise  6:30PM
BLAST - Wednesdays during school year 6:15-7:45PM
Student Mentoring - Tuesdays & Thursdays 4:00-6:00PM

Pastor Thomas Sluys • 101 Grand St. • Pierson, MI 49339 • 616-636-5542

BLAST
during school

year

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 PM

12786 Algoma Ave • Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com 696-3560

10 am Sunday worship  (616)784-1111
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont
(corner of Pine Island, 1/4 mile west of Exit 95 of US 131)

www.holyspiritbelmont.org
New Ideas, Traditional Worship

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm
Wednesday Youth Group 7:00pm 
Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

F i r s 
b a p t i s t  c h u rc h

of cedar springs

233 S. Main Street
696-1630

Pastor Mary Ivanov

sunday schedule:
10:00 a.m.  WorshIP

suPervIsed nursery care ProvIded
Griefshare Wednesdays at 6:30pm

begins Wed., June 5

























Pastor Mary Ivanov

SUMMER SUnday SchEdUlE!
10:00 a.m.  WoRShIP SERVIcE

SUPERVISEd nURSERy caRE PRoVIdEd
9:00 a.m.  adUlT chRISTIan EdUcaTIon
 begins June 3
GriefShare begins Wed., June 6 6:30-8pm

























Pastor Mary Ivanov

SUMMER SUnday SchEdUlE!
10:00 a.m.  WoRShIP SERVIcE

SUPERVISEd nURSERy caRE PRoVIdEd
9:00 a.m.  adUlT chRISTIan EdUcaTIon
 begins June 3
GriefShare begins Wed., June 6 6:30-8pm

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

Pastor: Robert Eckert
sunday Worship: 10 aM

Bible study: 11:15 aM Monday

enhance fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
www.coumc.com

Hillcrest Comm Church of God

5994 18 Mile Rd.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

(616) 696-9333

Kristi J Rhodes
Senior Pastor
Kjhiway@yahoo.com

Being on the right road is one thing. You also need to be 
moving in the right direction to reach your destination.
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Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 years

Blessed John Paul II Parish
Roman Catholic Faith Community
3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30pm • Sundays at 10:00 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon
jp2cedarsprings.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Mary Queen of Apostles Church/St. Clara Mission
Roman Catholic Faith Community

One W. Maple | Sand Lake, MI | 636-5671
Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:30pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 11:30am

Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:30pm
Mass at St. Clara (4584 N. Bailey Rd., Coral, MI) Sundays at 9:30 am Easter - Labor Day  

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org
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BLESSING OF 
THE ANIMALS

SUNDAY, JULY 28 
10:00 AM

ALL ANIMALS WELCOME
Courtland-Oakfield United Methodist Church

10295 Myers Lake NE

Celebrating 5 
generations

Pastor HarVeY J. 
baas

Pastor Harvey J. Baas, of Rockford, age 84, 
was welcomed into the loving arms of his 
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ on Saturday 
evening, July 20, 2013. He was a loving 
and committed husband, father, grandfather 
and pastor of several Christian Reformed 
churches. Pastor Baas was the youngest of 
13 children born to Tys and Maggie Baas. 
He is survived by his loving wife of 62 
years, Marilyn (Bierema) Baas; sister, Mrs. 
Tena DeKorver; sisters-in-law, Mrs. Doris 
Baas and Mrs. Anne Baas; children: Kathee 
Watkins, Leslie and Michael Yoder, Ruthann 
and Richard Ford, Ellen and Jerry Romer, 
and David and Jennifer Baas; grandchildren: 
Christopher and Trevor Watkins, Audriana, 
Madilyn, and Tys Yoder, Elizabeth and Scott 
Norton, Zachary and Lacey Ford, Spencer 
Ford, Nicole Quinlan, Alyssa and Adam 
Romer, Maraika and Aaron Baas; great-
grandchildren: Paige and Liam Norton; 
and many nieces and nephews. A memorial 
service in celebration of his life will be 
held on Friday, July 26, 2013 at 7:00 pm 
at Blythefield Christian Reformed Church, 
6350 Kuttshill Dr., Rockford, Michigan 
with Pastor Jim Alblas officiating. In lieu 
of flowers, the family asks that donations 
be made to World Renew, the relief and 
development organization of the Christian 
Reformed Church, 2850 Kalamazoo Ave., 
SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49560. Relatives and 
friends are invited to meet with the family 
at the church, after the service, on Friday 
evening.
Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home, 
Rockford, www.pedersonfuneralhome.com

onalee M. FisHer
Onalee M. 
Fisher 77 of 
Cedar Springs, 
died Saturday, 
July 20, 2013 
in Greenville, 
M i c h i g a n . 
Onalee was born 
July 2, 1936, 
the daughter of Story and Marion (Cole) 
Cowles. Surviving are her husband, Duane 
Fisher; daughter, Kristin Fisher-Kraemer 
of Comstock Park; grandson, Brett Fisher; 
great grandchildren, Monica Brown and 
Brett Dines-Fisher Jr. and several nieces 
and nephews. She was preceded by 5 
brothers and 1 sister. A gathering of friends 
and family was held Wednesday from 11:00 
a.m. until time of service at 1:00 p.m. at the 
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar 
Springs. Pastor Herb VanderBilt officiating. 
Interment Elmwood Cemetery. Memorial 
contributions to the Humane Society of 
Kent County.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

I would like to thank family, friends and all who donated to 
the Randy Leversay cause. Also, thanks to the businesses 
who donated items for the benefit. All thoughts, prayers, 
cards and phone calls were deeply appreciated. A very 
heartfelt thank you to everyone.

Terry Leversay

By Ronnie McBrayer

FigHt on
My friend has cancer. I have been 

accompanying her as she receives 
weekly chemotherapy. These treat-
ments are administered in an “infu-
sion laboratory.” The “lab” is a simple 

room with comfortable lounge chairs lining the walls. Each 
chair has an infusion pump that pushes what everyone prays 
is cancer-killing compounds through the body.

There are those tucked into those chairs who look well, 
and others who are obviously ill; those who have been mak-
ing pilgrimage to the lab for years; and those who are new-
bies. Some are alone; some are with friends or family; some 
discretely hide their baldness, and others wear the rigors of 

treatment like a badge of honor. 
And when it comes to coping, the differences are manifold 

as well. Some are in shock over their prognosis. Some are de-
pressed. Some have a stoic, Zen-like acceptance. Some keep 
smiling no matter what, and some are as mad as hell – at life, 
God, physicians – at anyone who can be held responsible. 

Then some patients have all these feelings simultaneously. 
Don’t be fooled: Coping with a major illness is not as orderly 
as textbooks led us to believe. It is a hot mess of total emo-
tion when facing one’s personal mortality.  But for all the 
compare and contrast of these unique individuals, they are 
all held together by the solidarity of their battle. Through the 
blood, sweat, and tears they fight like gladiators in the arena, 
for they are desperately fighting for their lives. More so, they 
are fighting for what it means to be human.

Disease does more than “steal, kill, and destroy” the phy-
sique. It attempts to deprive a person of his or her dignity. It 
endeavors to smother the internal flame and erase the spirit 
of the one who suffers. So those fighting horrible illnesses 
are not just fighting for a few more years. They are fighting 
for what it means to be a human being. They are marshalling 
all their grit and resilience (and something that borders on 
elegance), not just to stay alive physically, but to guard their 
very souls.

Those in the arena understand that physical life may be 
taken from them, but by God’s grace, no disease will ever 
rob them of their humanity, identity, and their innate worth as 
creations of the Almighty. They understand that the fight may 
not change their prognosis, but the fight prevents the disease 
from changing them.

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, speaker, and 
author of multiple books. You can read more and receive reg-
ular e-columns in your inbox at www.ronniemcbrayer.me. 

• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement 

• Anniversary • In Memory  • Thank you
• Congratulations

**

Publish Your

in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit 
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.

ngagementEEEEE
irthBBBBB
nniversaryAAAAA
eddingWWWWW
emorialMMMMM
bituaryOOOOO
hankyou!TTTTT
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Lauri (Rowland) Waller, Tom Rowland, Jessica Waller
Bonnie Rowland, Brady Elliott (baby)

Treva (Rowland) Freer, Tom Rowland, Scott Rowland
Bonnie Rowland, Lillian Freer

City turtle goes Country
Our thanks to avid Post reader, Mel Smith, 

who replied via email regarding our “City Tur-
tle Goes Country”. Mel said the rescued turtle 
in town on Maple Street, is actually a Box Tur-
tle. He just wanted us to know Box Turtles are 
NON-aquatic turtles, which apparently means 
they can’t swim. 

That may explain why the turtle sank when 
he was put in the pond. Just kiddin’ Mel. The 
turtle was placed next to the pond to make sure 
he had a good water source on a very hot day. 

Thanks for the info.

Celebrating 25 of The POSTYEARS

Thursday, April 23, 1998

First Production  - The 
restoration begins
by Terri Riggle

This clock once operated 
while movies were being 
shown at the Kent Theatre.

Treasures that 
were found in the 
Kent Theatre.

The Kent Theatre now belongs to the 
community, and after only eight months of 
planning and fund raising, the Cedar Springs 
Theatre Association took 
possession of the building on 
Wednesday, April 15. 

A huge dumpster showed 
up on Monday, April 13, so 

the former owners could start moving and clean-
ing their belongings out of the building. A few 
curious visitors showed up Wednesday evening 
while a small cleaning crew from the CSTA con-
tinued to work on reducing a somewhat moun-
tainous pile of equipment and miscellaneous 
items left behind.

First reactions ranged from excitement to 
shock when some of the new owners gathered 
at the Kent Theatre for the first time in 20 years. 

The lobby still has the four small chandeliers 
hanging from the ceiling, but the concession 
area has been walled in. And the tiny glass cu-
bicle where Charlotte Rogalewski sat and sold 
movie tickets every weekend now holds a small 
furnace. 

The auditorium is filled with a jumble of 
counters, desks, papers and remnants of 20 
years of storage. The glow-in-the-dark clock 
still hangs in its southeast nook, and cobwebs 
hang everywhere. The grime of two decades 
covers the interior walls. Piles of this-and-that 
are everywhere. A bathtub sat near the stage. A 
stage expansion, upon where the Community 
Players had sung and danced and acted for more 
than five years, had been removed and chunks 
of it remained on the auditorium floor. The wall 
sconces were gone. The window in the cry room 
was broken.

For as forlorn as the building appeared, the ex-
act opposite in feelings was apparent as workers 
busily set about cleaning, hauling, sweeping and 
sorting. This was a prize they had worked hard 
to acquire for the community. 

Mary Gartner, CSTA member, was amazed to 
see the curtains still hanging and in one piece. 
She immediately set about seeing if they could 
be salvaged. They could. After Tom Cooper of 
Cooper’s Dry Cleaners checked, he told Gard-
ner that they were in satisfactory shape, but 
that they would have to be sent to New York 
to be dry cleaned, since there were no cleaners 
in Michigan who could handle the specialized 
process.
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tAx time tips

ometownometown
HappeningsHH

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service for non-
profit	agencies	only.	Due	to	popular	demand	for	placement	in	this	
section, we can no longer run all articles. deadline for articles is 
Monday at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles will run as 
space allows. guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions 
may apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeek

Kent theatre
DIGITAL Movies at the

now Showing

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

July 29 - August 4

lone RAngeR - August 9-11
tuRbo - August 23-29

July 26-August 1
showtimes:

mon-thuRs: 2:30Pm  
 Fri: 6pm • 8:15pm 

 sat: 3:45pm • 6pm • 8:15pm
sun: 3:45pm • 6pm

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com 616-696-7469

Tickets ONLY $3.00

coming soon

showtimes:  
 Fri: 6pm • 9pm 

 sat: 3pm • 6pm • 9pm
sun: 3pm • 6pm

mon-thuRs: 12Pm

Double FeAtuRe: July 29-August 1
ONLY $5.00See bOTh Monsters University 

and Despicable Me 2

7000 Myers Lake Ave NE • 616.874.4673 • www.hoperockford.org

Our Earth: Dig It!
July 30: Join the Kalamazoo Nature Center as we dig deep 
into the world beneath our feet. Meet earthworms and roly-
poly pill bugs and their soil neighbors and discover how 
they survive. We’ll dig deeper into what makes soil and 
how it is different from dirt, and we’ll find some deeply 
buried treasures. Tuesday, July 30th at 1:30pm at the Sand 
Lake/ Nelson Township KDL branch, 88 Eighth St.. #30

Senior Lunch at Pine Grove Community 
Church
July 31: Fellas, didja miss yer chance ta take yer gal ta the 
“Brat Picnic” last year? Now’s yer 2nd chance! Take your 
gal and a few of your best friends, pile in the ol’ Packard 
and head on over ta the Pine Grove Senior Grill for Brats on 
the Barbee. Just letting all those age 60 and those aged even 
more, we’re throwing our annual “Brat Picnic” at noon the 
31st of July. Come n get ‘em, brats hot off the grill can be 
found on the northwest corner of M-82 and Beech Ave. #30

Summer Reading Program Celebration 
Carnival
July 31: The Cedar Springs Public Library invites you to the 
Summer Reading Program Celebration Carnival at Morley 
Park in Cedar Springs on Wednesday, July 31 from 2-4pm. 
Come join us for games, snacks, prizes, fun inflatables, 
water slides and Double K Petting Zoo. Special activities 
and children’s books for sale. Special appearance from local 
children’s book author Amanda Litz and illustrator Christy 
Beckwith. #30

Trash & Treasure Sale
Aug. 1-3: Our TNT Sale, sponsored by the Friends of the 
Sand Lake /Nelson Township Library, is held in conjunction 
with the town-wide garage sales. Thursday, August 1 from 
9am – 5pm. Friday, August 2 from 9am – 5pm and Saturday, 
August 3, from 9am – 2pm. 88 Eighth St., Sand Lake. #30

Beneath the Surface: Marble Magnets 
Aug. 1: Create a set of magnets for yourself or a friend. 
What lies beneath the surface is for you to decide — they’re 
easy and fun to make! Thursday, August 1, 4 pm at the 
Spencer Township Branch of KDL, 14960 Meddler Ave, 
Gowen. #30

Heritage Festival is Aug. 1-3
Aug. 1-3: A variety of historical activities and displays 
is available during the 27th annual Montcalm Heritage 

Festival Aug. 1-3 on Montcalm Community College’s 
Sidney campus. The three-day celebration features historical 
displays, events, refreshments and music for all ages. The 
festival runs from 10am to 4pm Aug. 1 and 9am to 5pm 
Aug. 2-3. Visit www.montcalm.edu/heritage-festival for 
more information about Montcalm Heritage Festival. #30

Senior Stroll
Aug. 2: Starting on August 2nd through the fall join us at 
Howard Christensen Nature Center for a stroll every Friday 
from 2-4pm. Coffee and refreshments provided. Donation 
of $4.50. For More Information: visit our website www.
lilysfrogpad.com. 16190 Red Pine Drive Kent City, MI 
49345 (616) 675-3158. #30

Car Show in Downtown Greenville
Aug. 3: On Saturday, August 3, over 200 cars will fill the 
streets in downtown Greenville for the annual Greenville 
Car Show. Automotive enthusiasts are invited to come out 
and enjoy an evening of cool cars, music, awards, 50/50 
raffle, prizes and everything else that encompasses car 
culture. The show is 6 – 8:30pm. This year’s event will 
feature a “Pit Stop” area that includes games and activities 
for  families. Proceeds from the event go to the Greenville 
Area Chamber to support community programs/events. #30

Stars soccer camp
Aug. 5-7: Stars soccer camp is now offered by Cedar Springs 
Area Parks and Recreation and will be offered August 5-7 
at Boomer Park fields. The CS high school coaches and 
athletes will be putting on the camp for ages 5-13. Times 
and prices vary: ages 5-8 is 5:30-7pm for $35 by July 29 or 
$40 after, ages 9-13 is from 5:30-8pm for $55 by July 29 or 
$60 after. Forms are at Hilltop or online at csaparksandrec.
com. Please call 696-7320 with questions. #30,31b

Everywhere Fun Fair VBS at Cedar 
Springs UMC
Aug. 5-8: CSUMC invites kids (ages 4 years old - 6th grade) 
to step right up at Everywhere Fun Fair Where God’s World 
Comes Together. Explore and experience God’s welcoming 
love at Vacation Bible School! The fun begins on Monday, 
August 5 and ends Thursday, August 8 from 6 – 8pm at CS 
United Methodist Church (140 S. Main St.) The fun fair 
includes interactive Bible fun and great music, cool crafts, 
global games, awesome snacks, and more. To be a part 
of all the excitement, call the church at 616-696-1140 to 
register. #30,31b

Register Now for Free Hunter Education
Aug. 6: To register for firearm Hunter Safety Classes at 
the Red Flannel Rod & Gun Club, call Jim Pope at 231-
834-5545 after 6pm. Classes at the Club, 7463 18 Mile 
Rd. Cedar Springs, will be Tuesday August 6 from 6-9pm, 
Thursday, August 8 from 6-9pm, Saturday, August 10 from 
8am-4:30pm. #30,31b

Wild Wednesdays Reptiles & Amphibians
Aug. 7: 10:00 AM – 2:00 PM at Howard Christensen Nature 
Center. Hunt down a frog or possibly a snake – this class 
you can get dirty and touch the outside world. Our Naturalist 
will lead children on an outdoor excursion in finding where 
amphibians and reptiles live, what they eat and their worlds. 
Children will use nets to capture living creatures and discover 
greater knowledge with hands on teaching. Ages: 5 – 15 years 
old. Bring Bag Lunch, Dress for the outdoors, $8 per child. 
(Parents always welcomed and encouraged to come along 
free of charge). Rain or Shine. For More Information: visit 
our website www.lilysfrogpad.com. 16190 Red Pine Drive 
Kent City, MI 49345 (616) 675-3158. #30

Arts/entertAinment

The Cedar Springs Lions club is holding an eye-
glass drive on August 10th as part of 
the Community Celebration Day. 
Drop your used glasses 
off at the Lions Club 
booth from 9 to 5. 
The Lions Club 
will donate $1 to 
Cub Scout Troop 
3222 for every pair 
collected - 
up to $500!

EyEglass DrivE 
at Community Celebration Day

Lakeview School Alumni Banquet
Aug. 31: Lakeview School Alumni (this includes any former 
Lakeview School student and guest from 2013 and earlier) 
and retired teachers are invited to attend the annual Alumni 
Banquet to be held at Lakeview High School on Sunday, 
September 8, 2013. The cost is $12 per person with open 
house at 11am and dinner served at 1pm. Reservation must 
be made prior to August 31, 2013 by sending payment, your 
name, maiden name (if applicable) and year of graduation 
to: June Miller, Treasurer, 237 4th Street, Trufant, MI 49347, 
616-984-2396. Questions may be directed to President Pat 
Hadrich, 616-984-2983. Come join in the fun and please 
spread the word to out-of-town classmates. #30

Solon open house this Saturday

Library summer 
reading carnival 
next week

The Cedar Springs Public Library will celebrate the 
end of their summer reading program in Morley Park on 
Wednesday, July 31, from 2 to 4 p.m.

There will be fun for kids of all ages, including a pet-
ting zoo, free popcorn, games from various community 
groups, a waterslide, free ice cream, water, music, a spray 
down by the Cedar Springs Fire Department, and several 
prizes! It’s an event your family won’t want to miss!

The Cedar Springs Historical Museum will also be 
open during the event.

Arts/entertAinment
Free lunch? You bet! So-

lon Township is having their 
Open House this Saturday 
from 1:00 p.m. until 4:00 
p.m. to celebrate their move 
into the new Township Of-
fices at 15135 Algoma Ave. 
Residents are invited to join 
them for a hot dog lunch, as 
well as tour the facility. The 
new facility includes a 
2,000 square-foot commu-

nity room that can be rent-
ed by residents; a meeting 
room; offices; kitchen; LED 
lighting with sensors; and 
some heated sidewalks.  

Come early and join So-
lon Market for their first 
Concert in the Barn (bring 
your own chair) from 10:00 
until 12:00!  Solon Mar-
ket will have special hours 
for the occasion—many 

of their vendors will be 
there from 8:00 a.m. un-
til 2:00 p.m. This will be 
their last week for Market 
Giveaways and there will 
be some quality merchan-
dise as well as free market 
bags and toys! Solon Town-
ship Office is located at 
15135 Algoma Ave., Cedar 
Springs.

Where is the BC?
A rather old-fashioned lady was planning a vacation in the 

Upper Peninsula. She wrote a letter to the campground asking 
for a reservation. She wanted to make sure the campground 
was fully equipped but didn’t know quite how to ask about the 
toilet facilities. She just couldn’t bring herself to write the word 
“toilet” in her letter.

After much deliberation, she finally came up with the old 
fashioned term “Bathroom Commode,” but when she wrote 
that down, she still thought she was being too forward. So she 
rewrote the entire letter and referred to the “Bathroom Com-
mode” simply as the “B.C.” Does the campground have its 
own “B.C.?” is what she actually wrote.

Well, the campground owner wasn’t old fashioned at all, and 
when he got the letter, he couldn’t figure out what the lady was 
talking about. That “B.C.” really stumped him.

After worrying about it for several days, the campground 
owner finally came to the conclusion that the lady must be ask-
ing about the location of the local Baptist Church. 

So he sat down and wrote the following reply: 
“Dear Madam,
I regret the delay in answering your letter, but I now take 

the pleasure in informing you that the BC is located nine miles 
north of the campground and is capable of seating 250 people 
at one time. I admit it is quite a distance away if you are in the 
habit of going regularly, but no doubt you will be pleased to 
know that a great number of people take their lunches along 
and make a day of it. They usually arrive early and stay late.

The last time my wife and I went was six years ago, 
and it was so crowded we had to stand up the whole time 
we were there. It may interest you to know that right now 
there is a supper planned to raise money to buy more 
seats. They are going to hold it in the basement of the BC. 
I would like to say that it pains me very much not to be able to 
go more regularly, but it is surely no lack of desire on my part. 
As we grow older, it seems to be more of an effort, particular-
ly in cold weather. If you decide to come down to our camp-
ground, perhaps I could go with you the first time, sit with you, 
and introduce you to all the folks. This is really a very friendly 
community.”

THEME: KIDS’ CLASSICS
ACROSS
1. Hospital’s CAT and PET
6. Deadeye’s forte
9. Song “Sixteen ____”
13. Essay theme
14. Often precedes “bum” 
or “bunny”

15. Blender button
16. Swelling
17. *Princess fairy tale 
tormentor
18. In pieces
19. *Shooters and keepsies 
game

21. *Roald 
Dahl title 
character
23. It’s often 
served at 
Thanksgiving
24. Bad habit
25. As 
opposed to a 
hook or cross
28. Gauche 
or Droite in 
Paris
30. Store in a 
silo
35. Matured 
or cured
37. Short for 
returned
39. A hunter 
follows this
40. “Ta-ta!” 
in Italy
41. Self 
d e s c r i b e d 
“King of All 
Media”
43. Football 
great ____ 
Graham
44. Clumsy 
one
46. Black and 
white treat
47. Makes 
l a c e w o r k , 
intertwines

48. Establishes
50. All excited
52. Get the picture
53. *Told to go away in 
nursery rhyme
55. Affirmative action
57. *Double Dutch action
61. Set the boundaries of
65. Biblical patriarch

66. Grassland
68. *Harry Potter antagonist
69. Bed on a ship
70. Big galoot
71. Wading bird
72. Gaelic
73. Over the top
74. Must-haves

DOWN
1. Kind of cell
2. Musical finale
3. Rich Little, e.g.
4. Not in my backyard, acr.
5. Relating to a musical 
scale
6. Nile reptiles
7. *He follows Mike on 
candy box
8. Dolphins’ home
9. South American Indian
10. Face-to-face exam
11. Egghead
12. ___ _ good example
15. Plate used to hold bread 
during Eucharist, pl.
20. Eastern V.I.P.’s
22. *Highest card in “War”
24. One who is celebrated 
on special holiday
25. *a.k.a. Knucklebones
26. Catlike
27. Knockout or dandy
29. Obama’s special power
31. *Dick and Jane’s dog
32. I to Greeks, pl.
33. Fishes with a wormlike 
filament for luring prey
34. Jagged, like a leaf’s 
edge
36. *Pencil-and-paper 
game
38. Fortune-telling coffee 
remnants
42. Nobody
45. Switzerland metropolis

49. What 49ers did
51. *Little ______ Books
54. Ice house
56. Sad song
57. Agree
58. Substance abuser
59. *Looney Tunes’ Marvin 

was from here
60. Goose liver dish
61. Cuckoo
62. Filly’s mother
63. Coffee choice
64. Marines’ toy recipients
67. Chow down

AnsweRs - on page 17
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Voices / Views

Founded in 1976
ASSE International Student Exchange Program is a Public Benefi t, Non-Profi t Organization.

For privacy reasons, photos above are not photos of actual students

I N T E R N A T I O N A L  S T U D E N T  E X C H A N G E  P R O G R A M S

Amy at 1-800-677-2773 (Toll Free)   host.asse.com or email info@asse.com

Make a lifelong 
friend from abroad.

Enrich your family with 
another culture. Now you 

y y

can host a high school 
yy

exchange student (girl or 
gg

boy) from France, Germany, 
g gg

Scandinavia, Spain, 
Australia, Japan, Brazil, Italy 

pp

or other countries. Single 
J pJ

parents, as well as couples
gg

with or without children, 
p p

may host. Contact us ASAP 
for more information or to 

y

select your student.

Host an Exchange
Student Today !

(for 3, 5 or 10 months)
y

(for 3, 5 or 10 months)

Victoria from Australia, 17 yrs.
Enjoys spending time with her
family and younger siblings. 
Victoria plays volleyball and is
excited to learn new sports
while in America.

Giorgio from Italy, 16 yrs.
Loves to play baseball and spend
time with his dogs. Giorgio also
plays the guitar, and his dream
is to join a drama club at his 
American high school. 

 

ASSE 4x4 color space 0613.indd   4 6/26/13   10:39 AM

Call Cathy at 616-893-0646

Courtland-Oakfield United Methodist Church
10295 Myers Lake NE  •  616.866.4298  •  www.coumc.com

MID-WEEK WORSHIP
Wednesdays in July, 7:00 PM

Music, message, communion and prayer
July 10: Handbell Choir – intricate and elegant

July 17: David’s Harp Vocal Ensemble – upbeat and uplifting
July 24: Zach and Lindsay Oaster – eclectic with a folk-rock flavor

July 31: Cornerstone Praise Team – full-bore praise music at its finest
No need to let summer weekend plans keep you from worship!

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

   Cedar Springs 
Community 

Celebration            
Day 

Join us for some Great Deals, 
food, activities & Entertainment 

Saturday August 10th 
                      9AM to 5PM 
 

ALL of MAIN STREET from 
Muskegon St. to Maple Ave.  
For More Details contact  
The Cedar Springs Area Chamber 
   at 616-773-5126 

• Delivery Available
• Gift Certificates Available

• Layaway Available
Hours: Mon-Thurs & Sat 9-6 • Fri 9-7Northtown Greenville

NORTHTOWN
Furniture & Appliance

NORTHTOWN
Larry’s Larry’s (616) 754-6101

Mattress & Foundation:

Queen Plush
with 10 year warranty, 2 pc. set

$39995

Full Set: 
$34995

Twin Set: 
$27995

20% off ANY 

20% off ANY $75 off  

$100 off ANY 

July BLOWOUT Sale

Dinette Set In Stock
USA Made 

Eagle TV Stands

Sofa or Loveseat In Stock Bedroom Furniture In Stock

Support YOUR local newspaper
Attention Businesses!

and give back to the community you serve! 

advertise in 

Call a Sales Rep TODAY!
616-696-3655

Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed

Clean up crew
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reaching around the world

COrreCTION
In a news story we ran last week titled “Man sentenced 

in fatal accident,” a citation was accidentally left out. The 
beginning of the third paragraph should have read, “Ac-
cording to information printed in The Greenville Daily 
News…” We apologize for the omission. 

Social Security 
and you

Spouses have a 
significant benefit
By: vonda vanTil, social security 
public Affairs specialist

Social Security can be an im-
portant financial asset for married 
couples when the time comes to 

apply for retirement benefits. In many cases, one spouse may 
have earned significantly more than the other, or have worked 

for a longer span of years. Or it 
could be that one spouse stayed 
home to do the work of raising 
the children or caring for elderly 
family members while the other 
focused on a career. 

Regardless of your situation, 
Social Security will look at all 
possibilities to make sure both 
spouses receive the maximum 
benefit possible.

Even if you have not paid 
Social Security taxes, it’s likely 
you’ll be eligible to receive ben-
efits on your spouse’s record. 
If you did work and pay into 
Social Security, we will check 
eligibility based on your work 
record and your spouse’s to see 
which amount is higher.

You can apply for spouses 
benefits the same way that you 
apply for benefits on your own 
record. You can apply for re-
duced benefits as early as age 
62, or for 100 percent of your 
full retirement benefits at your 
“full retirement age.” You can 
find your full retirement age, 
based on your birth year, at 
www.socialsecurity.gov/pubs/
ageincrease.htm. 

The benefit amount you can 
receive as a spouse, if you have 
reached your full retirement age, 
can be as much as one-half of 
your spouse’s full benefit. If you 
opt for early retirement, your 
benefit may be as little as a third 
of your spouse’s full benefit 
amount.

If your spouse has already 
reached full retirement age but 
continues to work, your spouse 
can apply for retirement ben-
efits and request to have the 
payments suspended until as 
late as age 70. This would al-
low the worker to earn delayed 

BeneFIT- continues on page 13

Celebrating 25 of The POSTYEARS

Thursday, January 5, 2007

probably a waste of time, but 
–“ He flashed the photo in her 
face for a couple of seconds. 
“All right, did you notice any-
thing distinguishing or unusual 
about this man?”

“I sure did,” said the blonde. 
“This man wears contact lens-
es.”

The detective frowned, took 
another look at the picture 
and started going through pa-
pers in the folder. Puzzled, he 
looked at the blonde. “You’re 
absolutely right. His bio says 
he wears contacts. How in the 
world could you know that by 
looking at his picture?”

The blonde rolled her eyes. 
“Well, Helloooo!” she said. 
“With only one eye and one 
ear, he certainly can’t wear 
glasses.”

Another year gone, words, too.
If the term “running board” was once part of your daily vocab-

ulary your daily vocabulary you’re probably eligible for AARP 
membership.

A lot of words and terms are like that: formerly in everyday 
use but now obscure, such as, “the family way,” as in, “Did you 
know she’s in the family way?” It means expecting. You know, 
expecting a visit from the stork. The word pregnant was thought 
too graphic, maybe a little embarrassing. 

“Store-bought.” That term was common in an era when home 
sewing machines produced most of the family clothing. Special 
items came ready-made from the department store and thus were 
“store-bought.”

Hard surface floors were often softened by a rug or carpet. Then 
came “wall-to-wall carpeting,” a new term, a new concept, and 
something of a status symbol for the average home.

“Percolator.” That was the basic coffee-maker. Coffee-maker 
wasn’t the generic word; percolator was.

Do you remember “unmentionables?” The word was once a 
semi-humorous but standard euphemism for panties and bras-
sieres. 

Veering away from the unmentionable and back to the automo-
tive, do you know anyone (maybe even yourself) who calls the 
hand brake an “emergency brake?” Some of us even remember 
continental kits, foot-feeds, curb feelers, and steering knobs. 

Times and languages change. This short discussion is missing 
most of the terms missing from everyday use today. Some we 
don’t miss much, such as “lumbago” and “chilblains.” They’re 
probably common ailments masquerading today under different 
terms. Thank goodness castor oil, the old-time cure for every-
thing, seems to be gone for real.
First blonde joke of 2007

Three blondes were applying for the last available position on 
the Texas Highway Patrol. The detective conducting the interview 
removed a photo from a folder on his desk. “To be a cop, you must 
be able to notice distinguishing features and oddities, such as scars 
and so forth,” he said. 

He then stuck the photo in the face of the first blonde and with-
drew it after about two seconds. “Now,” he said, “did you notice 
any distinguishing features about this man?”

The blonde immediately said, “Yes, I did. He has only one eye!” 
The detective shook his head. “Of course, he has only one eye 

in this picture. It’s a profile of his face!”
The first blonde hung her head and left the office. 
The detective turned to the second blonde, stuck the photo in her 

face for two seconds and said, “What about you? Notice anything 
unusual?”

“Yes. He only has one ear!” 
“Didn’t you listen? This is a profile shot. Of course you can only 

see one ear!”
The second blonde sheepishly walked out of the office.
The detective turned his attention to the last blonde. “This is 

Voices / Views
is online @ 

www.cedarspringspost.com
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Cedar Body Shop, Inc.
Dan Scheidel, Owner

Phone (616) 696-1830
13399 White Creek Ave.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Fax (616) 696-0788

Cedar Body Shop, Inc.
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Horse Health Ivermectin

Sale Hours: Thursday & Friday 9am-6pm, Saturday 9am-2pm

Join us at our new store!

DuraTote
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$27.99$13.99

Mane & Tail

Variety Packs
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Prices!
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Service!
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Headquarters!

Chill & Fill Party tables

also available: 
Self-Serve Ice Cream Machines

Snow Cone Machines
and 

Slush Machines

3575 - 14 Mile Rd. • Cedar Springs
Call for more info

616-866-7670

keep food & drinks
Cold & Fresh 

for your parties & events

Strength, stability and  
competitive products  
since 1921. It’s all here  
for you at State Auto.

Together, we’re friends  
you can depend on.

West Michigan  
Insurance Inc.
is proud to represent 

the State Auto 
Insurance Companies

West Michigan  
Insurance Inc.
347 S. Division St. 

Hesperia, MI 49421-9617 
231.854.5555

wmii@frontier.com 

STATEAUTO.COM

Nathan Meissner

West Michigan Insurance Inc.
is proud to represent the 

State Auto Insurance Companies

Strength, stability and competitive products since 1921. 
It’s all here for you at State Auto. 

Together, we’re friends you can depend on.

West Michigan Insurance Inc.
4753 14 Mile Rd. Ste. C

Rockford, MI 49341
866.999.3180

www.westmichiganins.com

Stateauto.coM

CEDAR SPRINGS MILL
& SUPPLY, INC.

CEDAR SPRINGS MILL
& SUPPLY, INC.

Good Luck 4H’ers!
112 W. BEECH

CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319
(616)696-9740
Sam Gebhardt, Owner

11:00 AM Horse Judging: Hunt Seat, Western & Saddle Seat Riding 
  Patterns; Horse Arena
12:30 PM - 2:00 PM Performing Arts: Clown Judging; Meijer Free Entertainment Tent
1:00 - 5:00 PM Bingo; Bingo Tent
1:00 PM - 5:00 PM Michigan Blood Center Blood Drive - Get on the bus! Please 
  call 1-866-MIBLOOD to make an appointment.; South Entrance
1:00 PM Feeder Beef Judging & Beef Breed Heifer Show (time 
  approx. following lunch break); Beef Arena
1:00 PM Goat Milking Contest, Goat Team Fitting & Trail Classes;   
 Reath Barn
2:00 PM Beef Fitting Clinic, Team Fitting Contest; Beef Arena
2:00 PM - Close Carnival Rides: Wristband Ride Special $18.00

MEGA PASS SPECIALS
Any 3 Days - $36.00, a savings of at least $17.00
*Non-transferable *No rain checks *No refunds
Available at Fair Business Office; Midway/Carnival

4:00 PM Horse Judging: Saddle Seat Pattern & Equitation; Horse Arena
4:00 PM Sheep Judging: Market, Showmanship & Breed; Reath Barn
6:00 - 10:00 PM Bingo; Bingo Tent
6:00PM Rabbit & Cavy Costume Class & Adult Showmanship; 
  Rabbit Tent
6:30 PM Horse Explorers: Explorer Stick Horse Event; Horse Exercise Area
7:00 PM Draft Horse Pull; Using Barnyard Rules; Track
7:00 PM Swing In To The Fair, Swing dancing, instruction and fun!;   
 Meijer Free Entertainment Tent

Thursday August 8, Agriculture Day
Today Michigan Association of Veterinary Medicine - Science,
  Animals, Medicine and YOU!; Children’s Barnyard
8:00 AM Horse Judging: Trail; Horse Arena
10:00 AM Dairy Showmanship Classes; Dairy Type Classes immediately 
  following; Reath Barn
11:30 AM Horse Explorers: Stick Horse Event; Horse Arena
11:00 AM - 2:00 PM Handi Capable Day - Carnival Rides & Luncheon for Special 

Needs Individuals. Lunch is from 11 AM to 1 PM, rides are from 
Noon to 2:00 PM. Please register online at www.kcfg.org; King 
Building & Carnival

1:00 - 5:00 PM Bingo; Bingo Tent
1:00 PM Horse Judging: Grand & Reserve Equitation; Horse Arena
2:00 PM Goat Parent Funbowl Class; Reath Barn or Rabbit Tent
2:00 PM - Close Carnival Rides: Wristband Ride Special $18.00; Midway/Carnival
2:00 PM - 4:00 PM Teen Leadership Judging; Event Tent
2:30 PM Tractor Driving Contest; Track
3:00 PM Horse Judging: Versatility; Horse Arena
6:00 - 10:00 PM Bingo; Bingo Tent
6:00 PM Cow Pie Bingo Ticket Sales; Beef Barn
6:30 PM - 10:30 PM Country Karaoke With Diva Productions; Meijer Free 
  Entertainment Tent
6:30 PM Horse Judging: Team Performance; Horse Arena
7:00 PM Extrication Demonstration; Presented by: Lowell Fire Dept.; 
  Next to Foreman Building
7:00 PM Cow Pie Bingo, Silent Auction; Beef Arena
8:00 PM - 11:00 PM Family Dance with Lia’s Line Dancing & Dance Moves; Reath Barn

General Information & Daily Activities
Daily The Hours of the fair are from 8:00 AM to 11:00 PM, however  
 most of the barns will close at 10:00 PM. Please check the  
 schedule for the carnival ride times & specials.
Daily Parking is $6 per day, or $18 for the week. Note there is NO  
 gate or admission fee.
  Parking on Saturday August 10 from 9 AM to Noon is $1  
 with a donation of 3 or more non-perishable food items.  
 Items will be donated to F.R.O.M. as part of the Dream Big  
 National Food Drive organized by the International Association  
 of Fairs and Expositions. The dream is to raise 20,000,000  
 pounds of food for local food banks everywhere.
 
Daily 10:00 AM - Lucinda Happy Feet Wierenga, Master Sand Sculpter;  
 Works in progress every day, all day. Sand Sculpting work 
 shops daily at 2:00 PM and 5:00 PM; Next to children’s barnyard
Daily 1-5 PM, 6-10 PM Bingo; Bingo Tent
Daily Children’s Barn Yard; By Entrance
Daily Exhibitor Show & Tell Tent, Check tent for schedule; By  
 Children’s Barnyard
Daily Draft Horse & Tractor Shuttles; Parking Lots

Friday August 2
Dog Obedience

10:00 AM Dog Showmanship & Obedience; The Well Mannered Dog

Saturday August 3
Still Exhibit Judging

10:00 AM - 3:00 PM Still Exhibit Judging; Meijer Free Entertainment Tent

Sunday August 4
Opening Ceremonies & Dedication of the Ron Wenger Memorial Play Structure

2:30 PM Explorer Recognition - Special thanks to the 4H Council;  
 Meijer Free Entertainment Tent
4:30 PM - 6:30 PM Pork Dinner; Musical entertainment by Sarah Main; 
  Event Tent
6:30 PM Opening Ceremony and Royal Court Coronation,
  Dedication of the Ron Winger Memorial Play Structure;  
 Meijer Free Entertainment Tent

6:30 PM Youth Fashion Show; Meijer Free Entertainment Tent
7:00 PM Antique tractor pull: Open event; Track
7:00 PM Youth Talent Contest; Meijer Free Entertainment Tent
7:30 PM Horse Judging: Contesting: Down & Back; Poles; Horse Arena

Tuesday August 6, Grandparent’s Day
8:00 AM Horse Judging: Jumping; Ground Poles; Horse Arena
9:00 AM Poultry Judging; Poultry Barn
9:00 AM Swine Judging: Market Class
  Explorer Showmanship Following; Reath Barn
10:00 AM -11:00 AM Free Grandparent Refreshments & Donuts; Community 
  Event Tent
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM Boating Safety Class; Presented by: Kent County Sheriff 
  Department; Please register online at www.kcfg.org; 
  King Building
Noon - 4:00 PM Reading for Rides

The Reading for Rides program this year will have extended 
free ride times for the RFR kids! The private ride, just for the 
RFR kids will run from Noon to 2 PM, the carnival opens to the 
public at 2 PM, but the RFR kids will be able to continue riding 
for free until 4:00 PM !! Then at 4:15 make sure to catch Kev-
in Kammeraad and his puppet and music show. Go to www.
kcfg.org to print your registration form.; Midway/Carnival

12:30 PM Performing Arts Vocal & Instrumental: Registration; Meijer 
  Free Entertainment Tent
1:00 - 5:00 PM Bingo; Bingo Tent
1:00 PM Performing Arts Vocal & Instrumental Judging; Meijer Free 
  Entertainment Tent
Noon - 4:00 PM Free Blood Pressure Check; Event Tent
2:00 PM Cattle Fitting Clinic, Team Fitting Contest; Beef Arena
2:00 PM - Close Carnival Rides Open: Wristband Ride Special $18.00 

$3.00 off Carnival coupon available at many locations in Kent 
County or click the coupon above to print; Carnival coupon is  
good for Tuesday ONLY.
 MEGA PASS SPECIALS
Any 5 Days - $50.00, a savings of at least $33.00
Any 3 Days - $36.00, a savings of at least $17.00
*Non-transferable *No rain checks *No refunds
Available at Fair Business Office; Midway/Carnival

2:00 PM - 3:00 PM Free Grandparent Refreshments & Donuts; Community   
 Event Tent
3:30 PM Horse Judging: Hunter Hack; Horse Arena
4:00 PM Dog Agility Registration; Football Field
4:00 PM Horse Explorers: Stick Horse Construction; King Building
4:15 PM Kevin Kammeraad Featuring puppetry, music, and 

movement, this all-ages program will have audiences singing, 
dancing, laughing, and dreaming up all sorts of ideas! Each 
show is a new adventure as Kevin leads the audience through 
many ideas, poems, and songs in which each one is expanded 
with new twists and possibilities!

4:30 PM Dog Agility Judging; Football Field
5:00 PM Rabbit Judging: Showmanship; Rabbit Tent
5:30 PM Horse Explorers: Stick Horse Parade; Midway to Horse Barns/Arena
6:00 - 10:00 PM Bingo; Bingo Tent
6:00 PM Horse Explorers: Stick Horse Event; Horse Exercise Arena
6:30 PM Horse Judging: English & Western Pleasure; Horse Arena
7:00 PM Draft Horse Demonstration; Track
7:00 PM Club KCYF with the Mid-west Dueling Pianos; Meijer Free   
 Entertainment Tent

Wednesday August 7, Community Day

Today Local non-profits join us at fair from 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Today Michigan Association of Veterinary Medicine - Science, 
  Animals, Medicine and YOU!; Children’s Barnyard
8:00 AM Beef Steer Market Classes; Beef Arena
8:00 AM Horse Judging: Hunt Seat & Dressage Seat Equitation; 
  Horse Arena
8:30 AM - 10:00 AM Performing Arts: Storytelling, Puppetry & Theater Judging;   
 Meijer Free Entertainment Tent
10:00 AM - 5:00 PM Visit Various kid oriented non-profits ; Main Street
10:30 AM - 12:00 Noon Performing Arts: Dance and other evaluations; Meijer Free 
  Entertainment Tent

Monday August 5, Heroes Day
All Day Heroes’ park free! Active military, Veterans, Fire, Police and  
 EMT’s show your ID at the gate for free parking and The Kent  
 County Youth Fair thanks you for your service
9:00 AM Horse Judging: Fitting & Showing; Horse Arena
9:00 AM - 2:00 PM Off Road Vehicle Safety Class; Presented by: Kent County  
 Sheriff Department; Please register at www.kcfg.org; 
  King Building
9:30 AM Goat Judging: Showmanship; Breed and Market Classes  
 Costume Contest follows; Reath Barn
Noon - 2:00 PM Youth Talent Contest Registration; Meijer Free 
  Entertainment Tent
1:00 - 4:00 PM Blood Drive Give blood and support the fair!; South Entrance
1:00 - 5:00 PM Bingo; Bingo Tent
2:00 PM Horse Judging: Grand & Reserve Showmanship; Horse Arena
3:00 PM Horse Explorers: Explorer Fitting & Showing; Horse Arena
3:30 PM Horse Explorers: Explorer 7 & 8 Year Old Riding Pattern;  
 Horse Arena
4:00 PM Cavy Breed & Showmanship; Rabbit Tent
5:00 PM Antique tractor pull weigh in; Track
5:00 PM - Close Carnival Rides Open
  Wristband Special $14.00; MEGA PASS SPECIALS
  Any 5 Days - $50.00, a savings of at least $33.00
  Any 3 Days - $36.00, a savings of at least $17.00
  *Non-transferable *No rain checks *No refunds
  Available at Fair Business Office; Midway/Carnival
6:00 - 10:00 PM Bingo; Bingo Tent
6:00 PM Rabbit Breed Judging; Rabbit Tent
6:00 PM Swine Showmanship; Reath Barn
6:00 PM Horse Judging: Senior/Horsemasters Presentations; Horse Arena

Saturday August 10, Kids Day & Dollar Day!
8:00 AM - Noon Look for $1 specials through out the fairgrounds. $1 parking 

with 3 or more non-perishable food items. Food vendors will 
have $1 specials, carnival rides just $1 each from noon to 6 PM!

8:30 AM Showmanship Sweepstakes; Reath Barn
9:00 AM Horse Award Ceremony; Meijer Free Entertainment Tent
Noon - 6:00 pm Carnival Rides:$1 per ride from Noon to 6:00 PM!
  Special Food & Game Discounts; Midway/Carnival
Noon - 11:00 pm Carnival Rides: Wristband Ride Special $18.00; Midway/Carnival
1:00 - 5:00 PM Bingo; Bingo Tent
1:00 PM Saturday Afternoon Fun! Come on out and have some good 
  ol fashioned fun and maybe even win a cash prize!  Meijer Free 
  Entertainment tent
2:00 PM Ice Cream Social; Hosted by the Milky Way 4-H Club, Free,   
 While supplies last; Midway
3:00 PM Puff the Dragon Pedal Pull: Youth Classes; Midway
5:00:00 PM - 8:00 PM Release of horses; Horse Arena
5:00 PM Saturday Knights; Horse Arena
6:00 - 10:00 PM Bingo, Sponsored by Lowell Moose Lodge; Bingo Tent
7:00 PM Mandy Alexander brings a stage show full of fun, energy and 
  great country music with a touch of rock and roll.; Meijer Free  
  Entertainment Tent
9:00 PM Release of breeding stock
10:00 PM Release of market animals and still exhibits
11:00 PM Kent County Youth Fair Closes for 2013 Release of all other Exhibits

** Schedule subject to change **
visit http://www.kcfg.org for up to date scheduling information



cidents, including a decapitation, semi rollover and three 
car crashes.

This incident involved a pickup and a large commercial 
dump truck that was weighed at the scene to check if it was 
within allowable weight. The pickup was totally destroyed 
after fishtailing, rolling off the road and hitting a series of 
trees, and ending up on its side. Witnesses described one or 
the other of the vehicles passing each other, angering one 
of the drivers into unsafe actions.

First responders used the Jaws of Life to free the male 
adult driver from the wrecked vehicle, and then transported 
him by Rockford ambulance to Courtland Township Hall 
where Aero Med was waiting to take him to the hospital.

Oakfield Township Fire Department responded to the 
scene, as did the Michigan State Police and Courtland Fire 
Department. It was unknown what injuries the driver sus-
tained although he was conscious and talking to rescuers as 
they worked to free him.activities. This new joint venture with various middle and 

high school level courses and programs from OCLC, will 
optimize opportunities and resources for area families who 
home educate. 

In addition to these weekly class and gym options, Oak-
field Christian Learning Center will be a new campus for 
Classical Conversations. Classical Conversations combines 
the classical tools of learning and a biblical worldview. The 
Rockford CC Community helps area parents equip each 
other. A free informational meeting (kids-welcome) at 
OCLC for Classical Conversations will be held this Satur-
day, July 27 from 1-3 p.m. CC will be offered on Fridays 
this year. Learn more at www.classicalconversations.com.

An open house and organizing event for G-MICH with 
final registration will be held next Wednesday, July 31 at 
the learning center from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. Families are wel-
come to attend and get more information at that time. Week-
ly cooperative classes, through G-MICH and Oakfield, will 
be available at the school building on Mondays this fall. 
For further details, please visit www.oclcenter.org or www.
greenvillemichiganhomeschoolers.webs.com. Contact via 
email at greenvillemichiganhomeschoolers@yahoo.com 

Arrangements are also being made for virtual learning at 
this location and possible opportunities through the public 
school system for various elective classes, depending on in-
terest. A new, informal homeschool soccer league through 
G-MICH is also being organized for Tuesday evenings. 

“A lot of homeschool families in our area can’t make it 
out to the homeschool building south of Grand Rapids on 
a regular basis for the many music programs, tutors, and 
offerings they have there,” explained Stephanie Herzog, of 
G-MICH. “This new space availability will hopefully grow 
to accommodate many of those options in a more viable 
travel distance for northern region home educators.” 

...continued from page 2
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Too fat 

It’s Our Birthday!
Thank you for supporting us as we’ve spent 
two decades committed to care, quality, and 
change. Stop by July 22-26 for goodies, 
giveaways, and cheer!

Your Health. Your Choice. Your Community.

696.6555
northernpts.com
308 Main
Cedar Springs

Celebrating 20 years

And, July is Gina & Janis' 10 year 
anniversary as owners of Northern!

For details, call 863-7049.

No Dental Insurance?
CedarRock Dental Care

announces its

Comprehensive Dental Plan
It can save anyone without dental insurance

hundreds, if not thousands, of dollars every year.

FIND OUT YOUR RISK FOR HEART DISEASE 
IN A MATTER OF MINUTES.

Cholesterol & Blood Pressure Testing 
Kent County Health 

Department

LOVE YOUR 
HEART! 

August 1, 2013 
&

October 3, 2013  

Fuller Clinic 
700 Fuller NE 

Grand Rapids, MI 49503

7 a.m. - 11 a.m. 
$30 cash or check

Learn your 10 year risk for 
heart disease. We check blood 

pressure, total cholesterol, HDL & 
LDL, triglycerides, and BMI. 

  By Appointment Only:
 (616) 632-7290

September 5, 
2013

North County 
Clinic 

4388 14 Mile Rd NE
 Rockford, MI 49341

heAlth & Fitness

When going the mile EXTRA 
means making a difference

in the life of another.

M Cemory are
We	make	the	difference	in	healthcare	-it’s	personal.

MW Inc.

Experienced and affordable Home Care 
and Home Heath Care for all medical condi�on�� 

NOW
ACCEPTING

Medicare
and Medicaid

11629 Northland Dr. NE, Suite 300, Rockford, MI 49341

616.863.9999

www.mwmemorycare.com

For when life hands us
an unexpected journey.

Call us today and we will see you tomorrow!

heAlth & Fitness
We’re no longer no. 1, but we’re 
still too fat, says physician  

Five myths that misinform our efforts to slim down

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
CONTACT: Kevin M. McFatridge 

517-827-0615 
kmcfatridge@mi-osteopathic.org 

 

Health for the Whole Family 
July 2013 
 

Surviving Severe Morning Sickness 
 

What can you expect when you’re expecting? Nearly 90% of pregnant women 
will experience morning sickness and one in 50 will be afflicted with the more 
severe hyperemesis gravidarum (HG), a potentially life-threatening condition 
marked by weight loss, malnutrition, and dehydration, due to continuous 
nausea and vomiting. Rarely is morning sickness so severe that it's classified as 
HG. However, women diagnosed with this condition can take comfort in 
knowing that there are ways to manage it. Michael D. Weiss, D.O., an 
osteopathic OB-GYN physician from Rochester Hills and President of the 
Michigan Osteopathic Association discusses the common symptoms associated 
with the condition and provides tips to help manage them.   
 
Symptoms of Hyperemesis Gravidarum  

Labeled as a diagnosis of exclusion, HG can only be confirmed after ruling out other possible conditions. 
HG is a condition believed to be triggered by high levels of the ‘pregnancy hormone’ HCG, or human 
chorionic gonadotropin. According to Dr. Weiss, HG is typically indicative of a multiple pregnancy or 
hydatidiform mole, an abnormal growth of the placenta. “HG is much more severe than the typical 
nausea and vomiting that a lot of women experience during pregnancy,” explains Dr. Weiss. “Common 
symptoms, which include severe nausea, vomiting, weight loss, dehydration, lightheadedness, and 
fatigue, could last anywhere from several weeks to right until the mother gives birth,” he says.  
 
HG symptoms can be debilitating. According to Dr. Weiss, sufferers cannot eat or drink without 
vomiting, may lose greater than 5% of their body weight, and, most times, are left too sick to function.  
 
“Morning sickness is normal the first three months of a pregnancy, however it’s time to see a doctor if 
you are vomiting constantly and can’t keep any nutrients down,” advises Dr. Weiss. “Due to the severity 
of this condition, avoidance of environmental triggers such as strong smells, medication, and IV 
rehydration and feeding, are essential. With proper identification of symptoms and careful follow-up, 
serious complications for the baby or mother are rare.”    
 
Tips to Combat Morning Sickness   
While hospital treatment is almost always needed to relieve the complications of HG, various home 
remedies have been known to decrease the occasional nausea and vomiting associated with common 
morning sickness. Dr. Weiss recommends:  
 

1. Eating a healthy BRAT (banana, rice, applesauce, and toast) diet. 
2. Drinking plenty of fluids and increasing fluid intake during times of the day when you feel 

least nauseated. Seltzer, ginger ale, or other sparkling waters may be helpful.  

Michael D. Weiss, D.O.  

Surviving severe morning sickness

We’re not No. 1 anymore. 
Mexico, according to the 
U.N. Food and Agricultural 
Organization, has surpassed 
the United States as the fat-
test nation in the world.

An estimated 70 percent 
of the population is over-
weight, and about one-third 
of Mexicans are obese. Just 
one fat-related disease, di-
abetes, accounts for nearly 
70,000 Mexican deaths per 
year.

“But this doesn’t mean 
our health to the north has 
gotten better – it just means 

others have gotten worse, 
and the dubious distinction 
of who is the world’s most 
obese nation is debatable,” 
says Dr. James L. Harde-
man, who has seen first-
hand the consequences of 
unhealthy habits during 
his 30 years as a practicing 
physician. 

“For one, we’ve been fat-
ter longer than Mexico has 
and yet we still haven’t suf-
ficiently dealt with our na-
tional epidemic of fat-based 
disease. Our overweight 
and obese percentages are 
neck and neck with Mexi-
co’s, and some of this is due 
to misinformation.”

Dr. Hardeman, author 
of “Appears Younger than 
Stated Age,” a pragmatic 
guide to looking younger, 
debunks some of the myths 
that aren’t helping dieters:
• Myth: Thirty minutes 

of  exercise  three  times  a 
week  is  sufficient. Moder-
ate exercise may work for 
the 25-year-old with a rea-
sonably healthy diet. When 
we are young, our basal 
metabolic rate (BMR) rag-
es like a furnace. Unfortu-
nately, our BMR decreases 

2 to 3 percent each decade 
after age 25. That means 
we have to make up for 
that decrease with either 
better eating habits, more 
exercise, or both – if we 
want to maintain a healthy 
weight. For those who are 
older, overweight or obese, 
a stronger commitment is 
necessary, including an 
hour’s worth of exercise 
at least five times a week. 
•  Myth:  Gaining  weight 
with  age  is  healthy  be-
cause it’s natural. Metabo-
lism slows with age, causing 
many to put on the pounds. 
However, maintaining your 
Ideal Body Weight (IBW), 
which factors in height, 
gender and frame size, 

will keep you feeling and 
looking younger if you do 
not slowly gain weight over 
time. Also, casually accept-
ing some weight gain over 
time can lead to massive 
weight gain considering our 
largely sedentary lifestyles 
and easy availability of 
quick, fatty meals.
•  Myth:  You  should 

drink at least eight glasses 
of water per day. Humans 
posses a sensitive thirst 
center in a part of the brain 
called the hypothalamus, 
which responds to dehy-
dration and tells us to drink 
water. The amount of wa-
ter needed for each person 
varies; so we don’t need to 

Michael d. weiss, d.o.

What can you expect when 
you’re expecting? Nearly 90% of 
pregnant women will experience 
morning sickness and one in 50 
will be afflicted with the more 
severe hyperemesis gravidarum 
(HG), a potentially life-threaten-
ing condition marked by weight 

loss, malnutrition, and dehydration, due to continuous nau-
sea and vomiting. Rarely is morning sickness so severe that 
it’s classified as HG. However, women diagnosed with this 
condition can take comfort in knowing that there are ways 
to manage it. Michael D. Weiss, D.O., an osteopathic OB-
GYN physician from Rochester Hills and President of the 
Michigan Osteopathic Association discusses the common 
symptoms associated with the condition and provides tips 
to help manage them.
Symptoms of Hyperemesis Gravidarum
Labeled as a diagnosis of exclusion, HG can only be 

confirmed after ruling out other possible conditions. HG is 
a condition believed to be triggered by high levels of the 
‘pregnancy hormone’ HCG, or human chorionic gonado-
tropin. According to Dr. Weiss, HG is typically indicative 
of a multiple pregnancy or hydatidiform mole, an abnormal 
growth of the placenta. “HG is much more severe than the 
typical nausea and vomiting that a lot of women experience 

during pregnancy,” explains Dr. Weiss. “Common symp-
toms, which include severe nausea, vomiting, weight loss, 
dehydration, lightheadedness, and fatigue, could last any-
where from several weeks to right until the mother gives 
birth,” he says.

HG symptoms can be debilitating. According to Dr. 
Weiss, sufferers cannot eat or drink without vomiting, may 
lose greater than 5% of their body weight, and, most times, 
are left too sick to function.

“Morning sickness is normal the first three months of 
a pregnancy, however it’s time to see a doctor if you are 
vomiting constantly and can’t keep any nutrients down,” 
advises Dr. Weiss. “Due to the severity of this condition, 
avoidance of environmental triggers such as strong smells, 
medication, and IV rehydration and feeding, are essential. 
With proper identification of symptoms and careful fol-
low-up, serious complications for the baby or mother are 
rare.”
Tips to Combat Morning Sickness
While hospital treatment is almost always needed to re-

lieve the complications of HG, various home remedies have 
been known to decrease the occasional nausea and vomit-
ing associated with common morning sickness. Dr. Weiss 
recommends:

1. Eating a healthy BRAT (banana, rice, applesauce, and 
toast) diet.

2. Drinking plenty of fluids and increasing fluid intake 
during times of the day when you feel least nauseated. Selt-

zer, ginger ale, or other sparkling waters may be helpful.
3. Taking vitamin B6 (no more than 100 mg daily), Dox-

ylamine (a sleep aid), or herbs like ginger or peppermint.
If your nausea and vomiting are so severe that you and 

your baby might be in danger, Dr. Weiss advises visiting 
your doctor. “Never try to self-medicate; always have a 
doctor prescribe the proper remedy.”
Planning a Healthy Pregnancy
Dr. Weiss advises all expectant mothers to see their doc-

tor regularly and consult them if they experience any severe 
symptoms during their pregnancy. he also recommends tak-
ing prenatal vitamins daily and eating healthy. “You don’t 
need to ‘eat for two,’ but sticking to a healthy and varied 
diet of around 2,000 calories is crucial to maintaining your 
health and the health of your baby.”

Preventive medicine is just one aspect of care osteopath-
ic physicians provide. D.O.s are fully licensed to prescribe 
medicine and practice in all specialty areas, including sur-
gery. D.O.s are trained to consider the health of the whole 
person and use their hands to help diagnose and treat their 
patients.

About the MOA:
The Michigan Osteopathic Association represents more 

than 8,000 osteopathic physicians and students and pro-
motes osteopathic medicine in Michigan by shaping the 
health care delivery system to better serve the community. 
To learn

Michael D. Weiss

target a set amount because our thirst will tell us. However, 
drinking plenty of water may decrease appetite, and water 
should always be chosen over sugary beverages for satiat-
ing thirst.
• Myth: Diet books keep you slim. “Going on a diet” is 

one of America’s favorite pastimes. Diets typically entail 
temporarily altering eating patterns, losing a bit of weight, 
and then going back to old habits. This has created an entire 
genre of literature, as well as videos, gear and meal plans 
that have become a multibillion-dollar industry. Really, it 
all boils down to the I&O (Intake and Output) principle. 
People who stick to Atkins, South Beach and the Sugar 
Busters diets lose weight because they limit the intake of 
calories.
• Myth: Taking vitamin supplements every day makes 

you  healthy. Dietary supplement sales represent a $20 
billion a year business, yet the 1994 Dietary Supplement 
Health and Education Act allows for significantly more 
lenient rules for supplements than medications from phar-
maceutical companies, which are carefully scrutinized by 
the FDA. Manufacturers are not required to substantiate the 
supposed benefits of their products. A balanced diet gen-
erally provides all required vitamins and minerals needed, 
with the possible exceptions vitamin B12 for those who eat 
no animal products, folic acid for women of childbearing 
age, and, if blood tests indicate deficiency, vitamin B12 and 
vitamin D in the elderly.

About Dr. James L. Hardeman
Dr. James L. Hardeman has been a practicing physician 

for 30 years. Triple board certified in Internal Medicine, 
Pulmonary Diseases, and Critical Care Medicine, Dr. Har-
deman has maintained the demanding schedule of both 
hospital-based medicine and a busy office practice. More 
info at jameslhardeman.com.

Too FAT - continues on page 13

retirement credits that will mean higher payments later, but would 
allow you to receive your spouse’s benefit.

You can also apply for spouse benefits based on the earnings 
record of an ex-spouse or deceased spouse if you were married 
for at least 10 years. Spouses can consider a number of options 
and variables. We make it easier to navigate them. A good place to 
start is by visiting our benefits planner at www.socialsecurity.gov/
planners. Take note of the “Benefits As A Spouse” section.

If you are ready to apply for benefits, the fastest, easiest, and 
most convenient way is to apply online! You can do so at www.
socialsecurity.gov/applyonline. 

Whether you receive benefits on a spouse’s record or your own, 
rest assured we will make sure you get the highest benefit we can 
pay you. Learn more at www.socialsecurity.gov. 

Vonda VanTil is the public affairs specialist for West Michigan.  
You can write her c/o Social Security Administration, 3045 Knapp 
St NE, Grand Rapids MI 49525 or via email at vonda.vantil@ssa.
gov  

...continued from page 8

Benefit

Jaws of Life and other equipment to free both the driver, 
Austin Wamser, 19, of Cedar Springs, and Kory Myers, 19, 
of Gowen. Myers, the passenger, was removed first. Wams-
er’s legs were pinned under the dashboard and it took quite 
some time to get him out.

Myers was sent to Butterworth Hospital by Rockford 
Ambulance, and Wamser was taken to Butterworth by Aero 
Med. Both had leg injuries that were non-life threatening.

The Cedar Springs Police Sgt. Ed Good assisted at the 
scene, and other Cedar Springs Police officers helped direct 
traffic around the accident.

...continued from front page 

rollover
suspicious that he had parked there, but when she went 

to open her garage door and get a peek at the license plate, 
the car was already gone.

Chief Parent said they feel this vehicle was most likely 
involved with the robbery.

There were two employees and one customer inside at the 
time of the robbery, but no one was hurt. The 58-year-old 
female clerk complained of chest pains after the robbery 
and was checked out by Cedar Springs Fire and Rescue and 
Rockford Ambulance, but did not wish to be transported to 
the hospital. 

Parent said they are looking into the similarities of this 
robbery with other recent crimes in the Grand Rapids met-
ropolitan area.

...continued from front page 

robbed
...continued from front page 

rage

The CSTA’s next fund raising event is a hotcakes supper at the 
Cedar Springs McDonald’s on Tuesday, April 28. For $2 you’ll 
receive one sausage patty and all the hotcakes you can eat between 
5 and 7 p.m. Tickets are available at The Cedar Springs Post, 36 E. 
Maple Street, or Framed Images, 10 S. Main Street. 

The group will be contacting volunteers to help clean out the 
building. 

...continued from page 5

Kent
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CatCh of the
Week

It’s back—get out those 
cameras!

It’s that time of year again when anglers big and small like 
to tell their fish tales! Send us a photo and story of your 
first, best, funniest, biggest, or even your smallest catch. 

Include your name, age, address, and phone number, 
along with the type and size of fish, and where caught.  We 

can’t wait to hear from you! Photos published as space 
allows. Photos/stories may be sent by email to news@
cedarspringspost.com with Catch of the Week in the 

subject line, or mail to: 
Catch of the Week, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

  

Auto liFe

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

(616) 636-5341 
69 Northland Drive • Sand Lake

All-Over Paint & Spot Repair
Glass Installed

Tintable Stone Guard

Driving with dogs: Tips to keep everyone in the car safe

Beat the heat with these 10 summer driving tips

outdoors

GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT
169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
616-887-8661

(BPT) - It’s only natural 
for man’s best friend to stay 
close by his master’s side, 
but for dog owners who 
drive frequently, bringing 
Fido along for the ride can 
be risky. The problem is 
particularly worrisome for 
older drivers; a recent study 
conducted by researchers at 
the University of Alabama 
at Birmingham showed that 
for people 70 years and old-
er, crash rates were higher 
among those who frequently 
drove with pets in the car. 
But for many drivers, leav-
ing precious pets behind 
isn’t an option. The best 
compromise is to find solu-
tions that will get you from 
point A to point B without 
compromising the safety of 
human or animal passen-
gers.

Distracted driving is a 
growing concern and a loose 
pet in the car certainly num-
bers among the potential 

line of sight and obstruct 
your view of the road. An 
unrestrained dog in the front 
seats could also be easily in-
jured if you have to slam on 
the brakes or swerve, or are 
hit from behind. The force 
with which airbags deploy 
also poses a safety hazard 
for dogs in the front seat - 
if you’re in an accident and 

way and diminish 
concerns about him 
being propelled for-
ward in case you 
have to make a sud-
den stop.
*  Restrain  your 

pet. There are a 
number of options 
for pet restraints in 
your vehicle. Pet 
seatbelts and car 
seats will help keep 
a dog safely in place. 
Keeping a crate 
in the car is also a 
good option. Make 
sure it’s secured and 

large enough so that he can 
stand up, turn around and 
comfortably sit or lay down. 
Add a soft pad in the bottom 
of the crate and it might just 
become your pet’s favorite 
new way to travel.
* Brush up on your driv-

ing  skills. Today’s driving 
environment is probably 
very different than it was 

hazards that can 
take your eyes - and 
mind - off the road 
and lead to acci-
dents. While older 
drivers might not 
be as likely to be 
distracted by texting 
or smartphone surf-
ing, even those who 
have spent many 
years navigating 
the roads need to 
honestly assess how 
having a pet in the 
car can divert their 
attention away from 
the road.

To stay safe on the road 
when Fido is with you, re-
member these tips:
* Don’t allow pets in the 

front  seats. Having a pet 
sit on your lap is obvious-
ly distracting, but if he’s in 
the front passenger seat, the 
problem can be just as bad. 
In the front seats, your pet is 
more likely to be within your 

they inflate and hit your dog, 
he could easily sustain an 
injury.
*  Create  separation. 

There are a variety of pet 
barriers on the market that 
can keep your pet from 
moving between the front 
and back seats of your car. 
Installing a barrier will help 
keep your pet out of your 

when you first got your li-
cense. A refresher course, 
like those offered by AARP 
Driver Safety, is an ide-
al way to ensure that your 
skills are up to date. Brush-
ing up on defensive driving 
techniques and the essential 
rules of the road will help 
keep everyone in your car 
safe - and you may even 
qualify for a multi-year au-
tomobile insurance discount 
from your insurance compa-
ny (check with your agent 
for details). AARP Driver 
Safety courses are available 
in a classroom or online 
setting, in both English and 
Spanish.

Pets are important mem-
bers of the family, so it’s 
only right that drivers con-
sider their safety, just as they 
would for any other passen-
ger. For more safe driving 
tips and information about 
AARP Driver Safety, visit 
www.aarp.org/drive.

With the arrival of sum-
mer, more drivers will hit 
the American highways for 
summer vacations. Here are 
a few summer driving tips to 
help prepare your vehicle and 
ensure it is in optimal driving 
condition for your summer 
getaway or your day-to-day 
driving in hotter weather con-
ditions:
1. Change your motor oil 

regularly. Regular oil chang-
es with the correct grade of 
motor oil can improve gas 
mileage up to two percent.* 
Synthetic oils are best for high 
temperature driving condi-
tions and for added protection 

when towing.
2.  Check  your  tire  pres-

sure. Keeping your tires prop-
erly inflated can help improve 
gas mileage up to three per-
cent.* Be sure to check your 
tire pressure before you begin 
driving for the day. This al-
lows you to get a cold pressure 
reading (the number common-
ly referenced in your owner’s 
manual).
3.  Clean  your  fuel  sys-

tem. This helps improve fuel 
economy and maximize en-
gine performance by remov-
ing dirt and deposits from the 
fuel system.
4.  Use  cruise  control  on 

highways. This will help you 
maintain a constant speed, 
which in most cases helps im-
prove fuel economy.
5. Do  not  idle.  It requires 

less gas to restart a vehicle 
than to let it idle.
6. Park  in  the  shade or a 

garage.  The sun zaps fuel 
from your gas tank. Parking in 
the shade or garage will less-
en the amount of evaporative 
emissions. 
7. Check your cooling sys-

tem (radiator). It protects your 
engine from overheating in 
hot summer conditions. Fol-
low your owner’s manual for 
regular maintenance.

8.  Check  your  serpentine 
belt. Replacing the serpen-
tine belt when needed helps 
prevent breakdowns. It keeps 
your vehicle’s power steering, 
alternator, water pump and AC 
running. 
9.  Check  your  air  con-

ditioning  system. Nothing 
makes the summer heat more 
unbearable than traveling with 
an air conditioning system that 
will not cool properly. 
10. Check your windshield 

wipers  and wiper  fluid. The 
combination of bad wipers 
and a summer downpour can 
leave you with no view of the 
road. Be sure you have plen-

ty of wiper fluid to help keep 
your windshield clear of dirt 
and debris.

Also, remember to follow 
the vehicle maintenance pro-
cedures outlined in your own-
er’s manual. These can help 
improve your fuel economy 
and prolong the life of your 
vehicle. The following should 
be included:

• Check your transmission 
fluid: Changing the fluid when 
needed helps restore your ve-
hicle’s operation by protecting 
the gears from grinding.  

• Rotate your tires regular-
ly: This prevents uneven wear, 
which can shorten the life of 
your tires. It also improves ve-
hicle handling and traction. 

• Check your gearbox flu-
id: Changing the fluid when 

needed restores additives to 
protect the gears from grind-
ing. This is especially import-
ant for four-wheel drive vehi-
cles because they have three 
gear boxes. 

Follow these Summer Driv-
ing Tips and your vehicle’s 
regular maintenance schedule 
to get optimal driving condi-
tions and good fuel economy 
for your vehicle this summer. 
So, get out there and enjoy 
your summer vacation, or at 
least, you can feel better about 
driving during the dog days 
of summer. To learn more or 
to find a Valvoline Instant Oil 
Change near you, visit vioc.
com.

* As cited from the U.S. De-
partment of Energy at fuele-
conomy.gov

Drake Spielmaker, 
a 4th-grader at Cre-
ative Technologies 
Academy, caught his 
first large mouth bass 
at Tacoma Lake earli-
er this month. Drake 
is the son of Jason and 
Lisa Spielmaker. 

Congratulations, 
Drake, you made 
the Post Catch of 
the Week! 

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger steve Mueller

Bears and Butterflies

Fishers return to the Lower Peninsula

Fishers, which vanished from Michigan in 1936, are making a 
comeback. The DNR recently confirmed a fisher in Presque Isle 
County. The above photo is from the Oregon Fish and Wildlife 
Service

Although there have been 
regular reports of fishers in 
the Lower Peninsula, the 
Department of Natural Re-
sources had not been able 
to confirm fishers south of 
the Mackinac Bridge—until 
now.

Recently Melissa and 
Nate Sayers of Onaway 
were out for walk in North 
Allis Township, located in 
Presque Isle County, when 
they saw something odd. 
“We heard the neighbor’s 
dog barking at a base of a 
tree, and we saw a ball of fur 
up in the tree; we initially 
thought it was a bear cub,” 
said Melissa Sayers. “Then 
it moved, and we realized it 

wasn’t a cub!”
The DNR was notified of 

the sighting and was pro-
vided pictures. Local DNR 
wildlife biologist Jennifer 
Kleitch investigated the lo-
cation where the pictures 
were taken and confirmed 
the photos were legitimate.

“This is very exciting, but 
we always want to be sure,” 
stated Kleitch. “We treat ev-
ery rare animal sighting very 
seriously, and we must have 
evidence we can follow up 
on and investigate to make a 
definite identification.”

Historically, fishers were 
found throughout both the 
Upper and Lower peninsu-
las, although by 1936 defor-

estation and unlimited har-
vest resulted in the species 
vanishing from Michigan. 
Beginning in 1961, fishers 
were reintroduced to the Up-
per Peninsula, and by 1989 
the U.P. fisher population 
had recovered enough to 
establish a limited trapping 
season in the western U.P.

“It’s great to see anoth-
er native species return to 
parts of its former range,” 
said DNR furbearer spe-
cialist Adam Bump. “Fish-
ers are another species in 
Michigan that benefit from 
habitat management and 
science-based harvest regu-
lations.”

Now that fishers have been 

confirmed in the Lower Pen-
insula, the DNR would like 
to gather additional infor-
mation. Those who believe 
they have seen a fisher in the 
northern Lower Peninsula, 
and have physical documen-
tation (pictures, locations of 
tracks, etc.), are asked call 
989-732-3541, ext. 5901.

Fishers are typically found 
in large forests, with a pref-
erence for areas dominated 
by coniferous trees. They 
have a very diverse diet, 
mostly comprised of small- 
to medium-sized mammals 
such as mice and rabbits, 
along with dead deer. Fish-
ers also will consume a fair 
amount of fruits and nuts, 

and often are noted for be-
ing one of the few species 
that successfully prey upon 

porcupines, although por-
cupines typically make up 
a small portion of their diet.

Someone photographed 
a black bear southeast of 
Cedar Springs but I did not 
get to see the picture. There 
was a report of one cross-
ing Northland Drive. A 
bear also crossed Red Pine 
Drive south of the Howard 
Christensen Nature Center. 
Bears are usually shy and 
fear people. They are mov-
ing south in Michigan as 
forests regenerate. Many of 
us saw pictures of the bear 
and cubs that were found 
near Ada. 

It is exciting that native 
plant communities are re-
covering well enough to 
support large wildlife that 
was present a century ago. 
In many places, people have 
bears as neighbors without 
problems. Sometimes prob-
lems develop because we do 
not properly store garbage 
or we do things that attract 
bears into unsafe situations 
for both people and bears. 

We just returned from 
a vacation where we had 
the opportunity to hike in 
bear country. We did not 
fear. Instead we followed 
recommended safety pro-
cedures. It was a thrill to 
have the opportunity to see 
wildlife not normally seen 
at home. We saw Grizzly 
bears, Black Bears, Bighorn 
Sheep, Mountain Goats, 
Moose, Pine Martin, and 
several other mammals 
we do not see in the Cedar 
Springs area. That is a pur-
pose for the trip as well as 
a chance to get into wild 
areas for natural beauty and 
hiking. 

While hiking wild coun-
try, I thought about the wild 

country in our local nature 
niches where wildlife goes 
unnoticed. Most are not 
dangerous but some like 
mosquitoes cause more 
problems and discomfort 
than bears. Some wildlife 
provides great beauty and 
interest for those that make 
an effort to observe them 
in our yards. Allowing part 
of yards to be claimed by 
nature gives butterflies and 
other interesting wildlife a 
chance to abound. 

Fifty-one species of but-
terflies have been docu-
mented at Ody Brook Na-
ture Sanctuary where I live. 
Many butterfly species can 
be found around our homes 
if we look for them. There 
will be more butterflies in 
yards where native wild 
plants are allowed to grow. 
Extensive lawns, manicured 
gardens with pesticides and 
fertilizers discourage but-
terfly survival. Allowing 
native nature niches to es-
tablish brings beauty and 
interest to occupy one’s 
lifetime. 

One does not need to 
spend large sums of money 
or travel to discover new 
and unusual species. One 
can allow nature to share 
the home site. Daily walks 
in the yard will provide op-
portunities of enjoyment 
and endless discovery. I 
am continually finding new 
plants and animals that I did 
not know shared my abode. 
A few years ago I discov-
ered the rare American 
Chestnut on my property. 
I lived here for almost 35 
years and had not discov-
ered it on our few acres. 

This spring while leading 
the Michigan Botanical 
Club on a flower walk we 
found Purple Avens that had 
also evaded me. 

In your neighborhood, 
one could probably find 
50 butterfly species, learn 
about their habitat needs, 
life styles, and habits. As a 
seven-year-old, I collected 
and raised caterpillars. It 
was amazing to watch how 
fast they grew, observe cat-
erpillar growth, pupation, 
and finally the emergence 
of an adult butterfly. The 
fascination led to my career 
as Ranger Steve. I still want 
to share the wonders of life 
that occur around us every-
day. 

Traveling to see large 
mammals in national parks 
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Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed

Clean up crew

Page 2
Pages 11-14

Memorial Day Sports

Pages 16-17

reaching around the world

or other wild areas is a rare 
opportunity. The exuber-
ance of life that shares our 
yards is an easy healthy 
and inexpensive family ex-
perience. There are many 
local nature organizations 
offering support. Howard 
Christensen Nature Center, 
West Michigan Butterfly 
Association, Junior and Se-
nior Audubon, Wild ONES, 
Land Conservancy of West 
Michigan, Isaak Walton 
League, and more are here 
to assist your enjoyment.

Natural history questions 
or topic suggestions can be 
directed to Ranger Steve 
(Mueller) at the odybrook@
chartermi.net Ody Brook, 
13010 Northland Dr, Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319-8433.

is available online @ 
www.cedarspringspost.com

outdoors
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At your service...

CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS
Low Cost Rentals Available
Auto Glass Installation

696-1830
13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Cedar 
Heating &

Cooling inC.

6 1 6 - 6 9 6 - 2 5 9 9
ExpEriEncE not guEsswork

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

Patios • Driveways • Pole Barn Floors
Sidewalks • Retaining Walls
FHA Approved Foundations

(616) 636-8451 23889 Hooker Road
Fax (616) 636-8348 Sand Lake, MI 49343

Charlie MCBride CeMent & 
BloCk Work

Charlie ~ Jim McBride

Patios • Driveways • Pole Barn Floors
Sidewalks • Retaining Walls
FHA Approved Foundations

(616) 636-8451 23889 Hooker Road
Fax (616) 636-8348 Sand Lake, MI 49343

Charlie MCBride CeMent & 
BloCk Work

Charlie ~ Jim McBride

Patios • Driveways • Pole Barn Floors
Sidewalks • Retaining Walls
FHA Approved Foundations

(616) 636-8451 23889 Hooker Road
Fax (616) 636-8348 Sand Lake, MI 49343

Charlie MCBride CeMent & 
BloCk Work

Charlie ~ Jim McBride

SENIOR 
DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE

Cement & Blockwork636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

Sand Lake:
12 acre 
home
with two 

ponds and 
two pole barns 
$159,900

Arthur K. Eggerding Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.Brynadette.com

• Realtor
• Notary Public

Brynadette Powell

LegaL 
NOTICeS

MOBILE ROOF-OVER SYSTEM

Conserves energy
Made in MiCHigan

Michigan’s Oldest and Finest 
Roof Replacement System

Free estimates

14x70
$3,980

1-800-872-2089

a-1

INSTALLED12x60 
$3,280

www.mobilehomeroofsmi.com

small ads 
make ¢ents

call the Post
616-696-3655

PUBLIC 
NOTICE

Summary of Minutes of the 
Special Board Meeting, 

July 17, 2013.
Board Members Present:  Robert Ellick, Heather 
Zenker, V. Fred Gunnell, John Rideout, Mary Lou 
Poulsen
Board Members Absent: none
Approved: purchase of: copy machine, township 
hall signs, conference room table.
Adjournment:  1:37 p.m.

The complete text of this summary is available 
at the Township Hall during regular business 
hours or on the township’s web site @ www.
solontwp.org. 

Dated:  July 25, 2013 Mary Lou Poulsen, Clerk

WE INSTALL

Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair
Hours

Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

•Clutches
•Brakes
•Oil Changes
•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051

Groceries | Prescriptions | Auto Parts | Party Supplies
Big Box Store Purchases | Restaurant Takeout  | Heavy Items | and more!

SeRvInG KenT, MecoSTA, MonTAclM & newAyGo counTIeS
call (616) 558-5769 or (616) 550-9504

“fRoM THe SToRe To youR DooR!”

DelIveRy

contactus@youBuyweflyDelivery.com
visit us online: youBuyweflyDelivery.com

And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655
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Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.
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Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 
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Tomatoes—around the world and back
SUMMERBloomin’

More beauty, less beast in your lawn and garden

Tomatoes may have made a circuitous 
route to North America from its native hab-
itat in Mexico and South America. It is be-
lieved to have been first cultivated by the 
Aztecs, who used this as a side dish to their 
unsavory eating practices. The Spaniards 
brought the fruit to Europe where it enjoyed 
mixed reviews. Classified in the same cate-
gory as the deadly nightshade, many people 
believed the tomato to be uneatable. 

While the tomato is used most specifically 
as a vegetable, it is botanically classified a 
fruit.  The French called the bright orange 
red fruit  “pommes d’amour,”-- apples of 
love, possibly a corruption of  “pomi dei 
mori”, (apple of the Moors) brought back by 
Spanish Moors to Morocco. 

It was in Paris, France that Thomas Jefferson first tasted 
the fruit and sent home seeds: however, an earlier reference 
to tomatoes in South Carolina (William Salmon, herbalist) 
suggests that they were introduced from the Caribbean in 
the early 1700’s.  While earliest fruit was likely small and 
yellow, tomatoes now come in hundreds of varieties and are 
enjoyed throughout the world.

Tomatoes have a treasure trove of nutritional benefits; 

they are excellent sources of vitamins C, A and K as well 
as good sources of potassium, manganese, vitamins B6, B3 
and B1, copper, magnesium, vitamin E, phosphorus and 
iron.  They also contain lycopene, a carotenoid phytonutri-
ent widely recognized for its antioxidant properties.  They 
are heart healthy, having been linked to reduction of fats in 
our bloodstreams.  If you haven’t already done so, consider 
adding tomatoes to your diet.  It’s the right choice for a 
healthy lifestyle.

Fresh Tomato Salsa
 
Garlic salt—to taste
Three Tomatoes—chopped
Three Green onions—chopped, green parts 

included
1 Yellow Pepper
One Jalapeño pepper
½ cup chopped Cilantro (optional)
Salt—to taste
Pepper –to taste
Onion Salt—to taste
1-2 T. Corn
1-2 T Black beans
 
Seed and chop chilies using a fork to hold 

them.  Try to avoid touching these, use soap 
and water to thoroughly wash up after finishing  and be sure 
to keep hands away from your face and eyes for several 
hours afterwards.  Reserve some seeds to add if salsa is not 
hot enough for your tastes.

Mix in remaining ingredients.  Adjust to taste by adding 
extra tomato if too hot or a few seeds if not hot enough. Seeds 
from the Jalapeño are extremely hot—use sparingly.

Serve with Tortilla chips.

Over 15,000 Friends
That’s how many “users” we have reading our work every week. That’s over 
15,000 residents that rely on us to learn of sales and services that are close 

to home and local news put together in a community-driven package. 

We want to share our friends with you!

Call 616-696-3655 to Advertise
or email sales@cedarspringspost.com

www.cedarspringspost.com

36 E. Maple Street • P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Phone: 616-696-3655
Fax: 616-696-9010

(BPT) - A tale as old 
as time, true as it can 
be ... insects, weeds 
and poor fertilization 
are the beasts that take 
away from the beauty 
of plants and flowers in 
our lawns, gardens and 
even homes. To maintain 
a home and landscape 
your neighbors envy, 
interiors and exteriors 
should remain pest-free, 
and plants should be fed 
with the proper nutrients 
to stay healthy all-sea-
son-long.

Given the many things 
to consider when it 
comes to sustaining a 
lush landscape, home-

owners are seeking new 
ways to simplify their 
lawn and garden mainte-
nance techniques.

Trusted brands Amdro 
and Pennington have de-
veloped five quick tips 
that take the guesswork 
out of warm weath-
er chores and make any 
home flourish with “more 
beauty, less beasts.”
1. Decoding  soil DNA: 

The best gauge for fertil-
ization requirements of 
your landscape is through 
a soil test. These tests are 
used to evaluate the con-
dition and levels of nutri-
ents in the soil, especial-
ly pH, which determines 
how well plants are able 
to draw the nutrients they 
need from the soil. Home 
soil test kits are available 
at most lawn and garden 
retailers or homeowners 
can contact their local De-
partment of Agriculture 
for more information.
2. Fertilizer  frequency 

factors: During periods 
of drought, it is important 
not to over-fertilize as this 
can result in unhealthy or 
burnt-looking plants. The 
frequency of fertilization 
depends on climate, plant 
type and the fertilizer. A 
pre-measured, ready-to-
use fertilizer, such as the 
Pennington Smart Feed 
Sprayer System, ensures 
efficient feeding, prop-
er nutrition and vigorous 
plant growth. The benefit: 
better results with big-
ger blooms and produce, 
when compared to unfed 
plants. The system also 
saves time, minimizes 
water usage and removes 
guesswork.
3.  Select  the  right 

plants: One of the best 
defenses against prob-
lem insects is a strong, 

well-maintained plant. 
When designing your 
landscape, select plants 
that are less prone to in-
sect problems. For exam-
ple, native plants tend to 
be more pest-resistant, if 
planted where the sun and 
soil are right for them.
4.  Go  on  the  offen-

sive: While weeds grow 
year-round, pest activity 
in many ways correlates 
with temperature. In 
general, as temperatures 
increase, so does insect 
feeding and insect popu-
lations in and around the 
home. Combat insects 
and weeds with a simple, 
versatile tool, such as the 
Amdro PowerFlex Pest 
& Weed System. With 
no mixing, measuring or 
cleaning required, this 
all-in-one system allows 
homeowners to reclaim 
their properties, both in-
doors and outdoors.
5.  Protect  beneficial 

species: Within every 
landscape and garden are 
pest predators that are 
beneficial to the health of 
plants - either by feeding 
on problem pests or by 
helping with soil aera-
tion and drainage. Exam-
ples include earthworms, 
spiders, ladybugs and 
praying mantises. Attract 
beneficial insects to your 
landscape with plants that 
provide nectar, pollen and 
other food sources.

For more information 
and additional helpful 
hints, visit www.penning-
tonusa.com or www.am-
dro.com.
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Meet Gizmo, a 1 year old 
Border Terrier mix!  He 
is very active and loves to 
explore!  He would love to 
find an active home with 
older children.  He really 
enjoys playing with other 
dogs and chasing a ball.  He 
is a social butterfly and just 
wants to find that perfect 
home that will give him 
the attention he longs for!  
Come and meet Gizmo at 

Humane Society of West Michigan!
 
Meet Sandy!  She is 
a 7 year old Domestic 
Shorthair mix who 
enjoys attention and 
being pet.  Sandy is very 
friendly and would love 
to find a home that 
she can investigate and 
make her own. Come 
and meet Sandy at 
Humane Society of 
West Michigan.

 

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
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Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

small ads 
make ¢ents

call the Post
616-696-3655

For more information on the Humane Society of West 
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077 
Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road 
during adoption hours or visit ww.hswestmi.org. 

Adoption Hours: 
Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm, 

Saturday: 10am-4pm

GaraGe/Yard 
sales

Critter
Corner

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!616-696-3655

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

Homes
 for sale

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

aUCTION

autos
 for sale

servICes

PETS of the WEEk
apartments 
for rent

Home
improvement

Lost • Found • Free 
animal ads
are Free 

in the Post

ChIld Care

CLASSIFIEDS
are online @

www.cedarspringspost.com

at home or away, we’re just a click away
616-696-1100

Cedarfield 
Community

mobile home 
living has 

never been 
like this 
before!

Next to Meijer

Heat your entire home, 
water and more with an 
OUTDOOR WOOD 

FURNACE  
from Central Boiler 

Absolute Comfort 
Mechanical Contractors Inc. 
231-652-5286

Auction: Every Friday Night at 
6:30 pm and Antique Auction 
once a month, Sunday August 
4 at 1 pm. Pictures can be 
viewed at www.auctionzip.com 
ID#31905. Always accepting  
consignments and buying 
estates. Peddlers Market, 420 
N. Lafayette, Greenville. Call 
Rick 616-302-8963. #27-30b

2001 Chevy S10 extended cab 
w/ third door. 153,000 miles, 
runs great! Must sell. $2,600 
OBO. 616-696-1097. #30p

Learn Play & Grow Day 
Care – Check out our new 
program, photos, activities, 
new enrollments, menu 
and more at learnplayand-
growdaycare.com. #29-
32p

Summer Special! Plan 
ahead and save. Get the 
2nd week at ½ price when 
running your garage – rum-
mage sale for 2 weeks. 
Expires 9/5/13. Call The 
POST for details 616-696-
3655. 

THIS WEEK:

Sand Lake – Upper Lake Sales: 
July 26 & 27, 9 am - ? Simmons 
Ave. between 20 & 22 Mile Rd., 
Rau Drive and Country Lane. 
Several homes. #29,30p

Yard Sale/Moving Sale: 
Thursday & Friday, July 25 
& 26, 9 am – 5 pm. 14290 
Algoma. Furniture, cloth-
ing, housewares, collect-
ibles and more. #30p

Studies show that 
reading keeps the 

mind sharp. Give your 
brain a boost. Sub-

scribe to the newspa-
per and expand your 
mind with a world of 

information.

P.O. Box 370 • 36 E. Maple St.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Call 696-3655 for details

Get a Guaranteed 
Subscription to 

The Post for only 
$25.00 per year!

estate sales

Estate Sale: Cedar Chest 
Services: July 26 & 27, 9 
am – 5 pm. No early sales. 
13641 Ladyslipper, Cedarfield 
Community (next to Meijer), 
49319. Material, crafts, sewing, 
houseful of furniture, N.I.B. 
Kitchen appliances, pots-n-
pans, tools, heaters, and more. 
#30b

Estate Sale: Aug. 1 & 2, 9am 
– 6pm. Aug. 3, 9am – 1pm. 
Dressers, beds, crock, 4 new 
Chevy truck tires with new 
rims, Goodyear Dura-trac 
LT265/7017 with 6 lug pattern, 
exercise equipment, yard tools, 
speakers, electronics, TV’s, old 
organ, TV stand, garage tools, 
musical instruments, kid’s stuff, 
kitchen items, towels, bedding, 
tables, rugs, much much more. 
Different items from last year. 
Just north of Cedar Springs off 
Northland Drive, 4961 Egner 
St., Sand Lake. #30,31p

Meadowcreek Apartments 
1, 2 and 3 bedrooms avail-
able, appliances furnished, 
cathedral ceilings. 300 Oak 
St. Cedar Springs. Call 616-
249-1682. www.meadow-
creekapts.us.  #tfnb

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Weekly trash pick-up $11 a 
month and one time hauls. Call 
Steve at Let’s Talk Trash at 616-
984-6189. #28-39p

HOT WEATHER ALERT: 
Show your love for your 
pets by making sure they 
have water and shade 
when outside. Leave pets 
in comfort at home when 
shopping.

Free: Need good home for 
female cat, 5 yrs old, spayed, 
white with small black markings. 
Can’t keep. Call 616-206-4062. 
#29

And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

C
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s
s
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W
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rkNarrow

Your 
Search
use the 

Cedar Springs
Post

Classifieds 

Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060

w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

Thursday, June 26, 2003

Once in a blue frog
by lois Allen

By Judy Reed

Flames roared, water gushed, and 
smoke poured over the city Saturday night 
as nine fire departments fought valiantly to 
keep one of the oldest buildings in Cedar 
Springs from burning to the ground. 

“We did what we could to preserve it, 
but in the end, if we hadn’t done what we 
did with the back hoe, we wouldn’t have 
gotten it out,” explained Cedar Springs 
Fire Chief Jerry Gross.

According to Gross, the call came 
through at 9:34 p.m. Saturday, March 7, 
for a structure fire at 59 S. Main, at Ash 
Street. The building, owned by Tom and 
Sonya Cronkright, housed NAPA Auto 
Parts store, Cedar Floral, American Mar-
tial Arts, and two upstairs apartments. Two 
residents had to be rescued from the roof, 
while two others fled down the stairs. 

According to Cedar Springs Police 
Chief Roger Parent, the fire started in the 
apartment of Nancy Kiste. She shared the 
apartment with her adult daughter, and five-year-old grandson. 
Parent confirmed that the daughter had 15-20 candles lit after re-
decorating a room, and one of them somehow started the blaze. 

Kiste, the daughter, and a male friend of the daughter were in 
the apartment at the time, and another woman, Wendy Sue An-
drews, was home in the apartment next door. Andrews reportedly 
broke her ankle while fleeing with one of her dogs. She lost three 
other puppies and an African gray parrot in the fire. Her teenage 
son was not at home at the time.

Chief Gross reminds residents to always watch over candles, 
and to call 911 at the first sign of a fire. “There were some reports 
that they attempted to extinguish it themselves first,” he noted.

Residents came from all over town to watch as the 120 year-
old building succumbed to the fire. Firefighters urged people to 
back up to a block away for fear that chemicals in the NAPA store 
might explode, sending shards of glass flying in all directions.

The blaze burned throughout the night, as fire departments 
from Spencer, Algoma, Sparta, Rockford, Sand Lake, Courtland, 
Oakfield and Solon Townships assisted Cedar Springs in trying to 
knock it down. 

Tankers were brought in to help with water supply, and they 
even refilled at a hydrant at Cedar Springs Middle School.  “We 
were pushing so much water so fast it was hard to get enough 
flow,” explained Gross.

According to Al Kensil, of the Cedar Springs DPW, one of the 
problems was that one of the hydrants they needed to use was part 
of the old water system that had only a four-inch water main. “It’s 

been there over 80 years. You can’t even put in a 4-inch water 
main anymore. It won’t flow like a 10 or 12 inch will. It was handy 
for downtown back then—but the pumpers from then and now are 
a lot different,” he explained, noting that they have been slowly 
updating the system.

Firefighters finally cleared the scene at 6:30 a.m. Sunday morn-
ing.

The town is still reeling from what is being called the most dev-
astating fire to occur here since Lippert’s Drug Store burned on the 
northwest corner of that same intersection in 1984. It was just a 
year and half ago that the Cronkrights took advantage of the city’s 
façade grant program and put a new face on the building that has 
been in his family for years. “It’s such a tremendous loss,” said 
Tom Cronkright. “We tried so hard to bring it up to date, because 
it was so old. It was frosting on the cake, so to speak. And then it 
all just goes up—poof.”

The earliest known history of the building starts in 1889. Ac-
cording to “The Cedar Springs Story,” by Sue Harrison and Don-
na DeJonge, it was in that year that John Beucus and his brother 
Tom opened a hardware store in that location. “They opened the 
store with the purchase of mortgaged stock that could have been 
packed in a two-horse wagon,” the book said. It went on to de-
scribe a fine store there at the corner of Main and Ash in 1900. 
The brothers carried hardware, cook stoves, and the “celebrated” 
Crescent bicycles, with sales totaling $25,000 per year.

John Beucus died in 1931, and upon his death, his son-in-law 
(who had been in the business for sometime) and a Mr. Rau estab-

lished their own hardware store there, Van 
Schelven and Rau. It was there for many 
years. Kroger’s also occupied the building 
for a time. Walter and Dorothy Cronkright 
eventually moved their Gambles store into 
the building, and in 1976, Dennis Cronk-
right took over management of the building 
and hardware store. It was later home to 
several other storefronts, most recently Pio-
neer Pharmacy, before it was renovated and 
NAPA moved in. Renovations included 
restoration of the original hardwood floor-
ing, installing new bigger windows, new 
doors, revamping the electric, and adding 
a new canopy. The building is now a com-
plete loss.

The Cronkrights don’t yet know what 
they will do with the property. “It’s too 
early in the process to conclude anything,” 
noted Sonya Cronkright. “There’s still a lot 
of discovery work to be done, a lot of things 
to take into consideration.”

Pamela and Brett Goddard, owners of 
Cedar Floral, and Terry Gravelin, owner of American Martial 
Arts, were all devastated to hear about the fire. Both businesses 
said they plan to reopen. “We’ll reopen in Cedar Springs some-
where,” said Pamela, who also has a floral shop in Howard City. 
Calls to their Cedar Spring number will automatically forward to 
that location.

City manager Chris Burns promised the city would do what it 
can to help the businesses. “The City is committed to working 
with the business owners to help them relocate, as they are all vital 
to our downtown,” noted Burns. “It is tragic to look out my office 
window each day and realize the magnitude of what happened 
due to a candle. Thankfully, no human lives were lost, but it is still 
disturbing to lose pets. The Council extends their sympathy to the 
business owners and residents who lost everything.”

The Red Cross has provided for the families victimized in the 
fire, and a special fund has been set up for the family of Wendy 
Andrews at Independent Bank. You can also go to http://gran-
drapids.craigslist.org/wan/1068264316.html to find out what the 
Andrews might need. To find out what the Kiste family needs, you 
can contact the American Red Cross at (616) 456-8661 and they 
may be able to put you in touch with the family. A benefit will also 
be held for Terry and Kim Gravelin on April 4 at the Round Up. 

Chief Gross thanks the many people and businesses that came 
to the aid of the fire department and victims: Spencer Canteen, 
Red Cross, McDonald’s, Family Fare, and the Cedar Springs 
DPW.

This frog is a fluke. At least that’s what the DNR says. 
Russell Hielman of Spencer Township called our office last 
week to say he had found a blue frog. Blue frog do you say? 
We had to take a look.

 This amazing blue frog was spotted, and later cap-
tured in a small pond located on the Hielman property off of 
Wallander Road, in Spencer Township near 19 Mile Road. 

It was spotted Thursday by Russell’s 17-year-old daughter 
Rachel, and her cousin Derek (18) sitting on a rock basking 
in the afternoon sun. But catching a frog in a pond can be 
risky business. So they called in the experts – the 9-1/2 
year old brother Russell and his friend 11-year-old Nick. 

 The two boys were definitely up to the “blue frog 
catching challenge.” (What red-blooded American boy 
wouldn’t be?) And, as you can plainly see, they were suc-
cessful in their hunt. Not only did they come back with the 
coveted blue frog, they even caught a sample green frog for 
comparison. Good work boys!

 Excited with their unique blue amphibian specimen, 
Russell Sr. called the DNR where they asked him if he 
lived near a zoo. According to the experts at the Depart-
ment of Natural Resources, there are no blue frogs native 
to Michigan. Kregg Smith, of the DNR, holding a Master’s 
Degree in fish biology under his belt, says the blue frog 
is actually a Green Frog, one of the most common frog 

varieties that inhabit the Cedar Springs area. Smith, who 
has had digital photos of the frog emailed to him, confesses 
that he’s never seen a blue frog before and it’s most likely 
just a freak of nature. “This is a first time for me.” He says 
the varieties you’ll see in southwest Michigan include bull 
frogs, leopard frogs, green tree frogs (which are sometimes 
brown) spring peepers and the plain old back yard variety 
we usually see everyday near lakes and other small bodies 
of water, the Green frog – unless it’s blue, of course. 

 According to the experts, odds of any one of us find-
ing such a frog are stiffer than those in the Big Ticket Lotto. 
Only one in one billion frogs hatched might turn out blue. 
Maybe Russell should buy a ticket!

 But what do you do with a one-in-a-million blue 
frog? The zoo said they didn’t want it and the circus wasn’t 
in town. Do you stuff it so you can show your friends and 
neighbors when you have parties? Well, if the frog had any-
thing to say about it, it would probably say, “Croak!”

 Well, Mom had a say and spoke up for the blue frog. 
“I told them I didn’t think it could live in that old aquar-
ium,” said Theresa Hielman. “I would have felt bad if I 
came out and it was dead.”

 So she told them to take the blue frog back to the 
pond where he had been born and raised. And so they did – 
and his little friend, too. 

 And, as in all happy endings, the blue frog wasn’t 
“blue” anymore! 

Young Russel Hielman shows off his one-in-a-billion blue frog.

Blue frog and green friend.

Thursday, March 12, 2009

Fire changes the face of Cedar Springs
Celebrating 25 of The POST

YEARS
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5977 Alpine Ave.
Comstock Park, MI 49321

Located on Alpine Ave. at 7 Mile

Toll Free 888-797-2795
www.foxgm.com

2011 HONDA 
CR-V EX-L 
FWD, auto, 53,700 miles
Stock No. P4432

ONLY … 
$21,972

2011 HYUNDAI 
SONATA GLS
Sedan, 4-door, 2.4L, manual
16,556 Miles
Stock No. P4442

ONLY … 
$14,991

2011 
CHEVROLET 
MALIBU
Auto, 31,888 miles
Stock No. P4539

ONLY … 
$15,998

2004 JEEP 
WRANGLER
2-door, manual
62,655 miles
Stock No. T133106

ONLY … 
$14,651

2011 SUBARU 
IMPREZA SEDAN
2.51 4-door, auto, AWD
35,345 miles
Stock No. P4438

ONLY … 
$14,977

2006 DODGE 
RAM 1500
Quad Cab, 4WD, 
5.7L V-8 cly, auto
Stock No. T13093C

ONLY … 
$13,993

2008 CHEVROLET 
HHR LT
FWD, 4-door, auto 
Stock No. P4532A

ONLY … 
$9,587

2008 FORD 
FOCUS SE
4-door, sedan, auto
Stock No. P4450A

ONLY … 
$9,986

2011 CHEVROLET 
SILVERADO 1500 LTZ
Crew, short box, 4WD, auto
21,918 miles
Stock No. P4425

ONLY … 
$31,972

2009 PONTIAC 
G8 SEDAN
RWD, auto,
Stock No. 13182A

ONLY … 
$17,985

2011 FORD 
ESCAPE
4WD, 4-door, Limited, auto
18,732 miles
Stock No. P4469

ONLY … 
$20,992

2010 FORD 
FOCUS SE
4-door, FWD, auto,
Stock No. T13282A

ONLY … 
$9,987

Only the Best!

Hours:  Mon. & Wed. 9 am-8 pm;
Tues., Thurs. & Fri. 9 am-6 pm; Sat. 9 am-3 pm

4652520-01FOX | BUICK GMC Only the Best!®

5977 Alpine Ave.| Comstock Park, MI 49321
(Located on Alpine Ave. at 7 Mile)

Toll Free 888-414-0867
www.foxgm.com

FOX | BUICK GMC Only the Best!®

2011 Subaru
Impreza Sedan
2.51 4-door, auto, AWD
35,345 miles
Stock No. P4438

ONLY...$14,977

2011 Honda 
CR-V EX-L 
4WD, auto, 53,700 miles
Stock No. P4432

ONLY...$21,972
2011 Chevrolet 
Silverado 1500 LTZ
Crew Cab, short box, 4WD, auto 
21,918 miles
Stock No. P4425

ONLY...$30,997

2012 Chevrolet 
Captiva Sport LT
Leather, Sunroof, 3.0L V-6 cyl, FWD
Stock No. P4500 

ONLY...$21,987
2006 Dodge 
Ram 1500 
Quad Cab,  4WD, 5.7L V-8 cly, auto
Stock No. T13093C 

ONLY...$13,993

2009 Pontiac 
G8 Sedan
RWD, auto
Stock No. 13182A 

ONLY...$17,985
2010 Chevrolet 
Malibu LT Sedan
2.4L I-4 cyl, FWD 
Stock #: P4506 

ONLY...$13,986

2008 Chevrolet 
HHR LT
FWD, 4-door, auto
Stock #: P4532A 

ONLY...$9,587
2011 Ford Escape
4WD, 4-door, Limited, auto 
18,732 miles
Stock #: P4469

ONLY...$20,992

2007 Toyota 
Tundra 
Double Cab 4X4 V8 5.7 SR5
4WD, auto, 4-door
Stock #: T13325A

ONLY...$18,993
2008 Ford 
Focus SE
4-door, sedan, auto, Low Miles!
Stock #: P4450A

ONLY...$9,986

2010 Ford 
Focus SE
4-door, FWD, auto
Stock #: T13282A

ONLY...$9,987


