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Happy BirtHday!!

the pOSt celebrates 

24 years... s
ee page 6

Manager - continues on page 13

City’s 1929 fire truck to get face-lift
By Linda Branyan, clerk for City of Cedar Springs

Cedar Springs man pleads guilty in 
Montana

Man killed in 
hit and run

Police chief named 
acting city manager
By Judy reed

Cedar Springs 
Police Chief 
Roger Parent has 
been appointed 
as acting city 
manager now that 
former City Man-
ager Christine 
Burns is headed 
to the Village of 
Spring Lake. Her 
last official day 
was July 25. 

Parent is used 
to wearing more 
than one hat. He 
most recently did 
double duty as both Police Chief and Fire Chief for over a 
year. But this position is expected to last only about a month, 
while City Council searches for a replacement. “I’m a team 
player,” he said. “We’ll get the job done.” 

According to consultant Frank Walsh, who is heading up 
the search, 33 people have applied for the position of City 
Manager. “It’s a deep pool of talent,” remarked Walsh, who 
is City Manager for St. Joseph, and a former Cedar Springs 
City Manager. “The level of candidates is outstanding. It’s a 
great bunch of candidates to choose from.”

There will be a special City Council meeting this Friday, 
July 27, at 7 p.m., where the field will be narrowed down 
to six finalists. Walsh has given the council a list of who 
he considers are the top 13 candidates, but council is free 
to choose any six they wish. Their names will be available 
to the public after that meeting. The six semi-finalists will 
then be interviewed in a special meeting on Saturday, Au-

Cedar Springs Clipper Editor Nina Babcock gets a ride on the old Model A fire engine during a Red Flannel               
celebration, year unknown. 

By Judy reed

A Cedar Springs man that led police 
in Montana on a high-speed chase in a 
stolen car earlier this year pled guilty to 
several charges last week in Columbus, 
Montana.

Nathaniel James Purdy, 28, of Cedar 
Springs, pled guilty to one count of fel-
ony Criminal Endangerment, one count 
of felony Assault on a Peace Officer and 
one misdemeanor count of fleeing and 
eluding. Under the plea agreement, the 
Stillwater County Attorney’s office will 
recommend that Purdy be sentenced to 
five years with three years suspended. He 
will also be given credit for time served, 
about seven months.

The saga started with a car that was 
stolen from a Cedar Springs gas station. 
According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 
Roger Parent, a 2002 Pontiac Grand Prix 
was stolen from the Admiral Gas Station 
at 194 S. Main in Cedar Springs, about 
8:45 p.m. January 2. The 43-year-old fe-
male driver left it running while she went 
inside to pay for gas. Surveillance foot-
age shows a short, stocky person wearing 
a hooded sweatshirt and baggy clothing 
get into the car and drive away. Police say 
it appeared to be a smaller size female.

Two days later, on January 4, the Still-
water County Sheriff’s Department in 
Montana arrested Nathaniel James Purdy, 
28, of Cedar Springs, after a high-speed 
chase topping 100 mph. According to the 
Stillwater County Sheriff’s Office, a dep-

A piece of Cedar 
Springs history is be-
ing given new life! The 
old 1929 Model A Fire 
Engine, the City’s pride 
and joy, is going to be 
brought back to its orig-
inal glory through the 
efforts of Carl and Rich 
Straub, owners of Pro 
Autoworks, in Cedar 
Springs.

Fire Chief Marty 
Fraser announced plans 
for the refurbishment of 
the vintage fire truck at 
a recent City Council 
meeting. The Straubs 
plan to do a quality res-
toration job complete 
with the truck’s original 
gold leaf and brass or-
namentation. They es-
timate it will take about 
200 man-hours and ap-
proximately $7,500.00 
to bring the vehicle to 
museum quality.  

“The preservation of this truck is impor-
tant to all of us, as well as the community,” 
they said.

The Cedar Springs Fire Department will 
be taking donations toward the restoration’s 
expenditures. Those wishing to make a dona-
tion should contact Fire Chief Marty Fraser 
at 616.813.6209 or by email at mfraser@

gmail.com.   Donations may also be dropped 
off at Cedar Springs City Hall. All donations 
are tax-exempt and receipts will be issued.

To begin the fund raising campaign, mem-
bers from the Cedar Springs Fire Depart-
ment will be participating in the Chamber of 
Commerce’s Community Celebration Day 
August 11. They will be holding a car wash 

at the Fire Station on Maple Street and 
offering area children the opportunity to 
see the station’s fire trucks up close and 
personal, as well as getting some hands 
on experience with a fire hose!

Story first published on the City of Ce-
dar Springs website cityofcedarsprings.
org.

A man was killed in a hit and run accident last 
Friday morning in the Village of Howard City.

According to the Montcalm County Sheriff 
Department, a passerby saw a body lying in West 
Edgerton Street shortly before 2:30 a.m., on Fri-
day, July 20. The passerby proceeded home (a 
few blocks away) and told his father, who called 
911.

Police said it was evident that the man had 
been struck by a vehicle and was dead when 
emergency responders arrived at the scene. He 
was identified as Scott Michael Gregory, 25, of 
Howard City.

The passerby was arrested at the scene for oper-
ating while intoxicated. As deputies investigated 
the scene, they found evidence that may link the 
passerby’s vehicle to the accident. Crime scene 
technicians are analyzing his vehicle to see if it 
was involved in the crash. As of July 24, police 
were still waiting on a report from the crime lab. 
The passerby has not been charged in the death. 

The Howard City Police Department and the 
Montcalm County EMS assisted deputies at the 
scene.

Cedar Springs Police Chief Roger Parent

He has not been charged in connection 
to the vehicle being stolen. Anyone with 
info on the original theft of the auto should 
contact the Cedar Springs Police Depart-
ment at 696-1311.

Nathaniel Purdy (center) was arrested in Montana last Janu-
ary. Montana Highway Patrol Trooper Joe Hensley, left, and 
Stillwater County Undersheriff Woody Claunch, right, as-
sisted in the pursuit. Photo by Brenna McElhinny, editor of the 
Stillwater County News.

Nathaniel Purdy

uty located the stolen 
vehicle about 10:15 
a.m., after it was in-
volved in a gas theft in 
Billings, Montana. The 
deputy attempted to 
stop the vehicle in the 
Park City area of I-90, 
but the driver fled, lead-
ing the deputy and two 
highway patrol troop-
ers on the high-speed 
chase. As they neared 
Columbus, Montana, 
Sheriff’s deputies and 
the Columbus Police 
Department put down 
spike strips, but Purdy 
still refused to stop, 
and exited into the 
town of Columbus. 
Purdy’s damaged tires gave out when he 
turned down an alley and he crashed into 
a building. He then fled on foot, but po-
lice pursued him and ordered him to the 
ground at gunpoint about 50 feet away 
from where he had crashed. 



Cedar Springs 
Police community 

alert system
Would you like 

to know if there 
are break-ins in 
your neighbor-
hood? If a child 
has gone miss-
ing? If police are 
searching for a 
suspect? Resi-

dents can now sign up for community 
alerts from the Cedar Springs Police Depart-
ment.
Like other area police agencies, such as Rock-

ford and Howard City, the Cedar Springs Police De-
partment has become an active member of Nixle. Nixle 
offers a free program for law enforcement agencies to 
send out police alerts, messages and other community 
news. Those who sign up can receive messages by text 
or e-mail, and there are no advertisements sent out to 
those who register.

Howard City Police were recently able to identify 
and arrest a couple on fraud charges in one day after 
sending out their photo on Nixle to area subscribers.

To receive Cedar Springs Police Department alerts 
and news, you must first register at nixle.com. From 
this site you can select the police agencies you wish to 
receive news from. The police do not see who has reg-
istered and they do not receive this information from 
Nixle.  

“My goal is to publish messages that are pertinent 
and timely,” said Cedar Springs Police Chief Roger 
Parent. “Look at this as one more way to receive your 
community news.  Remember, our news may not 
make the evening news on TV but is still very impor-
tant to us who live or work within the City of Cedar 
Springs.” 
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Demonstrations:
• Daniel J. Reynolds, Jeweler will be doing 

gem cutting demonstrations in front of his 
store at 10am and 1pm.

• Dancing Plus will be doing dance routines 
throughout the day.

Sponsoring businesses:
@ Home Computer Services
Alpha Omega Coffee & Games
Amish Warehouse
The Cedar Cafe
The Cedar Chest Resale Shop
Cedar Springs Dance Company 
Curves Cedar Springs
D&J Nails
Daniel J. Reynolds, Jeweler
Dancing Plus
Edward Jones, Seth Baker-Donnan
Farmers Insurance Group, Christopher Conflitti
The Grilling Company
The Haircraft Company
Innovative Solutions
Joses Mexican Restaurant
Link Wireless
McBride Accounting Inc.
Penny Designs
Perry’s Place llc, for herbs, teas, and more...
Take Two Game Shop
Wireless Zone, Independently and locally owned

Activities & Entertainment:
Dunk Tank • Face painters  

CS Fire Department truck to cool the kids
 Live Music Performers • Farmers Market

 Flea Market
 

Interested in setting up flea market or 
farmers market booth please call 616-773-5126 

(First come first serve so don’t delay)

Chamber to hold Community Celebration Day
The newly formed Cedar 

Springs Area Chamber of 
Commerce is holding its first 
Cedar Springs Community 
Celebration Day on August 
11. There will be activities on 
Main Street sidewalks from 
Muskegon to Maple Streets. 

Look for sidewalk sales, art-
ists, musicians, face paint-
ers, a flea market, a dunk 
tank, food, and more! The 
fire department will also be 
doing a car wash to raise 
money to restore the antique 
fire truck and standing by to 

cool folks off with a spray 
down. 

The celebration will run 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on 
Saturday, August 11. (See 
ad on this page.) For more 
information, contact the 
chamber at 616.773.5126. 

Check out their web page at 
cedarspringsareachamber.
org, or follow them on Face-
book at www.facebook.com/
CedarSpringsAreaChamber-
OfCommercecsacoc.

Cedar Springs FFA Adventures to 
East Lansing

During the past month of July the Cedar Springs 
FFA chapter has spent a lot of time in East Lan-
sing. These events were: the FFA State Leadership 
Conference for Chapter Officers (SLCCO) and Ag 
Expo, an event directed towards the exploration of 
agriculture.

On July 11 and 12, the Cedar Springs FFA chapter 
officers, along with many other chapters from the 
state of Michigan, attended State Leadership Con-
ference for Chapter Officers (SLCCO). The attend-
ing officers from the Cedar Springs chapter includ-
ed: President, Jerry Green; Vice President, Charles 
(Charlie) Nelson; Treasurer, Justin Davis; Sentinel, 
Kevin DeCanter; and Historian, Olivia Maslin. Ac-
companying the officers were chapter advisor Mr. 
Larry Reyburn and chaperone Mrs. Ginger Nelson. 

The conference consisted of many activities and 
games strategically organized to improve the lead-
ership and communication of all attending chapters. 
While the conference consisted of many hours of 
focused learning, there were a few hours when the 
officers were able to mingle with new found friends. 
During those few hours the Cedar Springs FFA host-
ed and sponsored the first ever euchre tournament 
at SLCCO. The tournament was a big hit and many 
FFA members competed.

The Cedar Springs FFA Chapter also traveled to 
FFA members Brent Willett and Justin Davis with their trophies for tractor-
driving.



NELSON TOWNSHIP CANDIDATES
Candidates for Supervisor

Tom Noreen is running as Repub-
lican for the seat of Nelson Township 
Supervisor.  He is originally from 
Nelson Township and a graduate of 
Cedar Springs High School. He grew 
up on the farm where he now lives. 
He spent over 26 years in the Army 
and moved back to Cedar Springs in 
2001. After retirement, he has worked 
for Senior Neighbors, Howard Chris-
tensen Nature Center, and as a military 

consultant. Since 2006, he has published The Bugle, which has 
served the Cedar Springs community for over 30 years. Tom and 
his wife, Nancy, have four adult children. Tom said that since he 
began serving as trustee, he has considered running for Supervi-
sor should the opportunity occur. Other boards he has served on 
include secretary of the CS Rotary Club, trustee on the CS Educa-
tion Foundation, Committee Chairman for Boy Scout Troop 222 
and Venture Crew 2222, and Chairman for CS United Methodist 
Church Council. He has also served as treasurer for the CS Theatre 
Association and as a member of the board of directors for Howard 
Christensen Nature Center. Tom said the main strengths he can 
bring to the position are over 35 years of public service, eight of 
which are as a Trustee for Nelson Township. “As a 26-year Army 
veteran, I led organizations with hundreds of personnel and man-
aged budgets in excess of $30 million. I thrive on challenge and 
seek opportunities to give back to my community,” he explained. 
Tom said the township does not face any major challenges and 
it is fiscally sound. “I want to make sure we preserve the rural 
character of our township while encouraging responsible growth 
in the commercial corridors. One service I would like to explore 
is a way to provide broadband internet service to all areas of the 
township,” he said. 

Kirk Thielke is running as a Re-
publican for Nelson Township Su-
pervisor. He is a 47-year-old married 
father of four, and a 25 year resident of 
Nelson Township.  He is currently ful-
filling his 3rd term as village president 
for the Village of Sand Lake and has 
recently been appointed as the Nelson 
Township Deputy Supervisor. Thielke 
says he offers the township excellence 
through experience. “I am a military 
veteran with practical and financial 
experience in both private and public sectors,” he explained.  Kirk 
has started and owned 2 retail businesses within the township; vol-
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WANTED
HOMES THAT NEED ROOFING
A select number of homeowners in                   

Cedar Springs and the surrounding areas 
will be given the opportunity to have a lifetime 

 installed on their    
home at a reasonable cost. 

An Erie Metal Roof will keep your home cooler 
in the summer and warmer in the winter.

Call today to see if you qualify. Not only will 
you receive the best price possible, but we 

will give you access to no money down bank 

DON’T MISS THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SAVE.

An  will provide 
your home with unsurpassed 

Lasting Protection”!

www.ErieMetalRoofs.com

TM

1-877-736-4040
Call Now!

Candidate would like his signs back
By Judy reed

Most local candidates 
running for office don’t 
have a big budget for ad-
vertising, and that includes 
Solon Township Supervisor 
Bob Ellick, who is running 
for reelection. And right 
now he is wishing he hadn’t 
spent money on signs, be-
cause they keep being sto-
len. 

“Every year you always 
have a couple come up 
missing, or pulled out of the 
ground and thrown down, 
but this year is the first I’ve 
had that many come up 
missing,” he explained.

Over the last couple of 
weeks, he said he’s had at 
least a dozen of them sto-
len out of people’s yards 
in Solon Township. “I had 
specific permission from 

landowners to have them 
there,” he noted. In one in-
stance, his sign was next to 
the sign of another person 
running for trustee in Solon 
Township but Ellick’s was 
the only one stolen. 

“A thief is a thief. Some-
body knows where they are 
and I’d love to have them 
back,” said Ellick. “It makes 
you wonder what else they 
are stealing. I’d put one in 

my yard but they would 
probably steal that, too.”

Stealing political signs is 
a crime, and Ellick has re-
ported the thefts to the Kent 
County Sheriff Department. 
But he would rather the 
signs were just returned. 
“Whoever stole them can 
leave them in the foyer of 
the Solon Township Hall,” 
he said.

Candidates for August primary
Election time is here, and there are a lot of candidates run-

ning for both local and state government. Voters will go to 
the polls on August 7 to make their selections. This week, the 
Post is covering the townships of Solon and Nelson.
SOLON TOWNSHIP
Candidates for Supervisor

Robert Ellick, the current Solon 
Twp. Supervisor, has lived in the 
district 40 years, and is running as 
a Republican. He is a self-employed 
builder, and owns and operates El-
lick and Sons. He has served in 
several capacities in the township, 
including a member of the Solon 
Zoning Board of Appeals, Chair of 
the ZBA, four years as trustee on 
the Solon Twp. Board, eight years 
as Supervisor, and had 30 years in 

business in Solon. Bob said he is running again to see Solon 
Township into the future with a new township hall, pavilions, 
and walking trails. “It will be a place the community can take 
pride in,” he said. Ellick feels the main strength he brings to 
the board is his common sense and logic. He said the main 
challenge facing Solon is the planning for the development 
of the new township land, fire barn, and continued paving of 
the roads.

Michele Andres is running as a 
Republican for Solon Twp. Super-
visor. Michele, her husband Nick, 
and children Matt and Meghan have 
been residents of Solon Township 
since 2000. For the last 20 years, 
Andres has worked in supply chain 
management, and the last eight 
years in healthcare administration. 
She currently works at North Ot-
tawa Community Hospital as Direc-
tor of Supply Chain Management. “My primary reason to run 
for Solon Township Supervisor is to use my unique, varied 
and proven non-profit and government leadership experience 
to bring a servant leadership alternative to the residents,” said 
Andres. She said her main strength is organizational leadership 
and proven success and results in past organizational achieve-
ments. Michele has served on the Red Flannel board of direc-
tors since 2002, and been President since 2003; served on the 
Cedar Springs City Council 1998 to 2000; chaired the Solon 
Township Zoning Board of Appeals 2000-2004; served on 
West Michigan Regional Planning Commission 2006-2010; 
and served in several other agencies. Michele said Challenges 
facing all municipalities are reduction in tax dollars. “Col-
laboration with our neighbors 
to reduce the overall cost of 
government is vital. A strong, 
local economy is an important 
element of what a community 
needs to function… Continu-
ing the business friendly atti-
tude to partnership with entre-
preneurs to facilitate growth 
along the 17 Mile corridor and 
developing the commercial, 
taxable areas will help the sus-
tainability of the township.”

Robert Ellick

Michele Andres

MORE SOLON 
CANDIDATES
Candidates for 
Clerk

Mary Lou Poulson is run-
ning as a Republican. She is 
currently Deputy Clerk. She 
did not return a question-
naire.

neLSon - continues on page 11

Kirk Thielke

Tom Noreen



Keeping the Faith

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant
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Sunday

Wednesday
Bible Study ~ 3:00pm & 

6:00pm

Worship Service ~ 10:30am
Prayer Group ~ 3:30pm
Evening Worship ~ 6:00pm

Pastor - Jim Alblas
3110 17 Mile Rd. 

(1 mile west of the freeway)

www.pioneercrc.org
(616) 696-9120

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church
Monday
GEMS Club ~ 7pm







COURTLAND-OAKFIELD UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 
Pastor: Robert Eckert

SUNDAY WORSHIP: 10 AM

Bible Study: 11:15 AM Monday

Enhance Fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/F

866-4298 
www.coumc.com

CHURCH OF THE FULL GOSPEL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

Pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)

Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 7pm

Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628 - Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

45 6th St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller

Worship Service 9:30 am • Children’s Church 9:30 am
Family Night - Thursdays 5:30-7pm

Summer Service Time 10 AM
Memorial Day Weekend

through Labor Day Weekend

135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Grant & Oak)
616.696.2970

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45
WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.

MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

Sunday, AM Sunday School for All Ages 9:45AM
Sunday Worship Services 11:00AM & 6:00PM
Sunday for Youth - Junior & Senior High Teens 5:30PM
Tuesday Grief Share 9:00AM
Wednesday Ladies Bible Study 1:30PM
Wednesday Prayer and Praise 6:00PM
BLAST held during the school year
Pastor Thomas Sluys • 101 Grand St. • Pierson, MI 49339 • 616-636-5542

www.piersonbiblechurch.org

BLAST

























Pastor Mary Ivanov

SUMMER SUNDAY SCHEDULE!
10:00 a.m. WORSHIP SERVICE

SUPERVISED NURSERY CARE PROVIDED
9:00 a.m. ADULT CHRISTIAN EDUCATION

begins June 3
GriefShare begins Wed., June 6 6:30-8pm

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 PM

12786 Algoma Ave • Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com 696-3560

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9:30AM • 6:00PM

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

First Baptist Church
233 S. Main, Cedar Springs • 696-1630

Sunday School 9:30am • Sunday Worship 10:45am & 6pm
Nursery provided for all Sunday Services

 Awana & Youth Group Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

Directory
Church Church Connection

spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

From thePulpit

is online @ 
www.cedarspringspost.com

Church Connection

10 am Sunday worship (616)784-1111
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont
(corner of Pine Island, 1/4 mile west of Exit 95 of US 131)

www.holyspiritbelmont.org
New Ideas, Traditional Worship

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church

B irthdayB irthdayB irthday

Remember the Sabbath day, and keep it holy. 
The Church of God Fellowship Group of Michigan

For information on 
Sabbath Services contact 

Bruce Chapman at 616-636-9209

is affiliated with...

Pastor Jim Alblas
PIONEER CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

3110 17 Mile Road, Cedar Springs

Pastor Jim practicing what he preaches and having fun with a water slide.

KEEP IT SWEET   
When people are asked to 

mention some of the things 
that God calls us to do, peo-
ple will often mention hav-
ing a prayer life, reading the 
bible and loving our neigh-
bor. These are some of the 
most well known commands 
God gives to His people. 
In the book of Proverbs we 
find another call, but it’s not 
as well known; it’s a call to 
eat honey. In chapter 24:13 it 
says: Eat honey, my son, for 
it is good; honey from the 
comb is sweet to your taste 
(NIV). It is somewhat of a 
puzzling proverb, but there 
are two aspects to it. 

The first aspect is nutri-
tional. Honey is good for 
us to eat. It boosts energy, 
builds up the immune sys-
tem and can lower choles-
terol. It also aids in restoring 
the body. Honey can prevent 
infection from things like 
cuts and burns in addition 
to soothing pain. In the Old 
Testament, the Promised 
Land was often referred to 
as the land flowing with milk and honey, which meant that 
it was a fertile land, and what it produced would be good 
for the people. On the one hand, God is calling us to eat 
things that are healthy for us. It’s a helpful reminder that 
we need to be good stewards of our bodies.

The second aspect of the proverb is about enjoyment. 
Notice that it says that we should eat honey because it is 

sweet to your taste. Never mind the nutritional and medici-
nal value of honey, we should eat it simply because it tastes 
good! Honey is enjoyable and pleasant and being able to 
experience that in our lives is also important. The second 
thing that God is saying here is that He wants us to enjoy 
our walk with Him. Often we work so hard and take things 
so seriously that we lose our sense of enjoyment of being in 
a relationship with our Maker. Sometimes Christians don’t 
smile enough. Yes, there is a sense of urgency attached to 
spreading the Gospel. Sometimes when we think about what 
goes on this world, we can’t help but cry; but we need to 
smile, too. There is a place for a Christian to bowl, dance, 
and even color their hair a wild color from time to time.

God wants us to take our relationship with Him seriously 
and to live according to the guidelines He has set forth in 
His Word. But don’t forget to have fun and enjoy your walk 
with Him, too!
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A good name is better than 
precious ointment;
Ecclesiastes 7:1

It’s better to die 
with a good name 
than to live with a 

bad one.
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In Memory of
 JACOB JOHN GROVER 

who passed away July 30th 2004.
8 years ago.

You are deeply missed by wife, Riley 
Grover, family and friends.

LINDA K. WEAVER
February 18, 1940 – July 5, 2012

Linda K. Weaver, age 72, of Vestaburg, 
passed away Thursday, July 5, 2012 at 
Mid Michigan Medical Center Gratiot in 
Alma. Linda was born February 18, 1940 in 
Kalamazoo to George and Doris (Durffie) 
Marsh. She married Cedric “Ced” Weaver 
in Cedar Springs in 1954 and they enjoyed 
57 years together. She enjoyed flowers, 
gardening and watching wildlife at their 
home. She is survived by her husband 
Ced of Vestaburg, grandchildren Brandy, 
Marshall, Leatha, Steven, Naomi, several 
great grandchildren and a sister Kristine 
Marsh. Linda was preceded in death by her 
parents, son Carl Weaver, brothers Thomas, 
Steven and sisters Jean and Georgia May. 
A memorial service will be held at a later 
date. 
Arrangements have been entrusted to the 
care of Lux and Schnepp Funeral Home, 
Riverdale. To view Linda’s obituary or to 
leave a condolence for the family please 
visit www.luxfuneralhomes.com

A fun and enjoyable day out with Tony Johnson at Hardy Dam.
Ken Mitz, Chris Powell, Russ Durst, Wayne & Dennis White, Ed McIntyre 

and Tony & Brad Johnson
Congratulations to Wayne for the fine catch!
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By Ronnie McBrayer

BEHIND EVERY BEAUTIFUL THING
More than 120 

years ago this week, 
Vincent Van Gogh 
died of an appar-
ent self-inflicted 
gunshot wound. In 

his short life, Van Gogh produced hundreds 
of watercolor paintings, sketches, and prints 
– some of which are the most valued in the 
world. Van Gogh’s posthumous success is a 
tremendous surprise, for his life was consid-
ered a disaster. He was an insufferable friend; 
his struggles with mental illness, depression, 
and alcoholism were well known; and he 
failed at a number of attempted careers.

One of those career choices was the Chris-
tian pastorate. “God has sent me to preach 
the Gospel to the poor,” Vincent wrote to 
his brother, so off he went to Amsterdam to 
enter the seminary, but Van Gogh failed the 
entrance exam. Undeterred, he entered a mis-
sionary school in Brussels. He flunked out.  

Still resolute, he convinced the Dutch Re-
formed Church to appoint him as a mission-
ary pastor to the coal miners in the village 
of Borinage. There he succeeded in his own 
way. Van Gogh gave away all his possessions 
to the miners. He lived like a beggar himself, 
barely surviving. 

When the church authorities came to in-
spect his successful and growing ministry, 
they were appalled by him and his appear-
ance. They removed him from his position 
because he “undermined the dignity of the 
priesthood.” Vincent never seemed to heal 
from this wound; a wound that played a role 
in him turning to the easel.

It was Van Gogh’s pictures—his interpre-

tations of his surroundings—that he used to 
lead people to God. And he did so with all his 
rough edges and broken pieces; his fragmented 
mind and his constant illnesses; with his short, 
remarkable life; bringing the world priceless 
joy out of tremendous personal pain.

Bob Dylan sang, “Behind every beautiful 
thing there’s been some kind of pain.” Such 
is the case of tragic geniuses and such is life. 
Every journey is a mingled pathway of sor-
row and rejoicing; of birth and death; of pain 
and joy; of difficulty and satisfaction. Some 
of it we understand and it makes sense; and a 
lot of it leaves us with the question marks of 
hopelessness. 

But somehow there is joy behind the suf-
fering, and resourcefulness behind the aching. 
There is purpose behind the rejection, and in 
one way or another, there is a future behind 
the knockbacks that life deals. Truly, the pain 
can lead to something extraordinarily beauti-
ful.

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated colum-
nist, speaker, and author of multiple books. 
You can read more and receive regular e-col-
umns in your inbox at www.ronniemcbrayer.
net.

at home or away
we’re just 

a click away
www.

cedarspringspost.com
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Voices / Views

KENT THEATRE
12TH ANNUAL GOLF OUTING

Winning Team L to R: Adam Goetsch, Len Allington, John 
Besemer, and Jon Grannis. Winning Score: 7 under par.

The Kent Theatre is a 
community owned and 
operated non-profit, 

and cannot exist without 
community support.

  Everyone at the Kent Theatre    
   would like to thank the Players,       
    Sponsors, and Volunteers for    
     their support of the Kent 
      Theatre and our Annual 
      Golf Outing.
      This was by far the hottest    
      outing that the Kent has had 
      in its 12 year history! 

A BIG Thank You to our Sponsors:
Marcey Allington, AAA Michigan
Brynadette Powell, Eggerding Realty
Cedar Springs Tire
Classic Kellyʼs Restaurant
CS Manufacturing
Diamond Residential Mortgage
Independent Bank, Cedar Springs & Sand Lake
Tom Clouse, Lake Michigan Insurance
MCU Body
Melanieʼs Creations
Jon Stout, Organo Gold Coffee
Pando Winter Sports Park
Pro Autoworks
Select Care Physical Therapy, Howard City
State Farm Insurance/Milon Muir
Vanderhyde Ford
Vanguard Business Services
Weingartz
Wolfe Construction, Inc.

Amount raised for 
digital projector: 

$1,627.93
     There were many comments 
    about having a great time, the   
   dinner was great... everyone 
   had a lot of fun raising money 
  for the Kent!

Thanks to all the volunteers: 
Rosie Powell
 Bryn Powell
  Jenny Wiggins
   Karli Wiggins
    Joe Lester
     Josh Allington
      Mary Randall
        Sally Grayvold
          and thanks to Matt Berkey 
           and staff at the Falls at 
            Barber Creek Golf Course 
            for all their help. 

WINNING TEAM

Pat and Rosanne Patin 
will DJ 

with their fun 
collection of music. 

Be sure to join the fun at the 

The Cedar Springs Museum 

Cedar Springs Summer Car Show 
in Morley Park on Saturday, July 28 

from 8:00am-2:00pm.

Summer 
CAR SHOW

The museum uses this car show to help bring programs to the community 
and especially to host family programs without charge.

We are able to do this because of our generous sponsors.  
Be sure to thank them when you are in their business.

Anderson Insurance, Blakeslee ROP Attorneys, Bliss-Witters-PIKE Funeral Home, 
Car Quest-Denny Ream, Cedar Body, Choice One Bank, Dr. Bruce Jackson II, 

Gebhardt Ins, Fred & Carollee Gunnell, High Grade Materials, Independent Bank, 
Cedar Springs Meijers, Rockford NAPA, Bo & Sharon Nielson, Northern 

Physical Therapy, Pederson Funeral Chapel, Premier Auto, Sparta Chevrolet, 
Sue’s Country Kitchen, Stout Real Estate Group, Swift Family Farms, Laurence 

Swift, Tri County Body, Van Andel & Flickema Motor Sales, D & Nita White, 
Weingartz Supply Co., White Pine Family Medicine, Wolfe Construction.

The F.F.A. students will sell a light breakfast at 
8:00a.m. & grilled hot dogs for lunch 

as a fund raiser for their organization.

FREE to all visitors and only $10.00 to register a car.  

 TROPHIES will be given out at 1:00pm to “Best of Show” and the “Top 20” favorites

Everybody talks about it
We sure got weather from Mother Nature last week. A week 

ago our shoes were melting and grass was burned to a crisp. Then, 
believe it or not, we got rain off and on for a few days.  The farm-
ers in Iowa would sell their kids for rain.

After a nice day in the 50s, we were back into the 90s.  We’re 
not out of the woods yet. We still have more summer ahead of us, 
and, according to climate experts, a warm fall. We’re still very 
short of rain. It may come but may not.

Drinking lots of water and staying inside with A/C fends off 
personal discomfort but doesn’t stop worries about the nation’s 
crops. Come fall, those tall house plants people set in living room 
corners may be the only corn left alive.

Smart
If lawyers can be debarred and clergymen defrocked, doesn’t it 

follow that laundry workers could decrease, eventually even be-
coming depressed and depleted? Bed makers could be debunked, 
baseball players debased, landscapers deflowered, bulldozer oper-
ators degraded. Software engineers, of course, could be detested, 
and even music composers eventually decompose.
Pretty smart

Selling at an auction was halted when the auctioneer an-
nounced, 

“Someone in the room has lost his wallet containing $2,000. 
He is offering a reward of $500 for its immediate return.” After 
a moment of silence, there was a call from the back of the room, 
“$550.”
Not so smart

A friend reports: I saw a lady at work today inserting a credit 
card into her PC disk slot and pulling it out quickly. I asked what 
she was doing. She said she was shopping on the Internet and they 
asked for a credit card number, so she was using her computer’s 
ATM thingy.
Blonde

A young ventriloquist is touring the clubs. One night he’s doing 
a show in a small town in Arkansas. With his dummy on his knee, 

he’s going through his usual dumb 
blonde jokes when a blonde woman 
in the fourth row stands on her chair 
and starts shouting:

“I’ve heard enough of your stupid 
blonde jokes. What does the color of 
a person’s hair have to do with her 
worth as a human being? It’s guys 
like you who keep women like me 
from being respected at work and in 
the community. You and your kind 
perpetuate discrimination against not 
only blondes but women in general, 
and all in the name of so-called hu-
mor!”

The ventriloquist is embarrassed 
and begins to apologize when the 
blonde yells, ”You stay out of this, 
mister! I’m talking to that little jerk 
on your knee!”

From the Publisher 
I want to thank everyone in Cedar Springs for 24 great years 

of publishing The Cedar Springs Post. Thank you to those of you 
who read us and to those of you who support us with your adver-
tising dollars. (The only advertising I like!)

Why is the Post such a great little newspaper? It’s because I 
learned long ago that it is not my paper, it is your newspaper. I 
always joke, “I don’t run The Post, the Post runs me!” Or, “I’m 
not the boss, the community is my boss!”

The Post reflects the personality of the people living here in 
Cedar Springs like no other newspaper. It’s dependable, informa-
tive, accurate and even entertaining because of Judy Reed, our 
editor. Judy is crazy dedicated. Although there is therapy for that, 
we can’t cover it. Sorry Judy. The Post has a real sense of style. It 
always looks so great because of our graphic artist Belinda Sand-
erson. She’s the best. 

At the Post, we begin each week facing blank pages waiting to 
be filled with the stories of us. The stories of tragedy, of accom-
plishment, of growth and of loss. The stories about the people of 
Cedar Springs. It’s our own history that magically, appears in print 
– with photos! Twenty-four years, fifty-two issues a year. That’s a 
lot of history – and a lot of work!

What would Cedar Springs be like without the Cedar Springs 
Post? Would we have our Kent Theatre? What about our library? 
Who would run free lost and found animal ads? Where would we 
look to find our local candidates? The Post brings thousands and 
thousands of people together on one page, so to speak. It’s what 
gives us our voice, our goals and our sense of community.

But, in reality, nothing is free (except kittens). So a very heart-
felt “thank you” goes out to the business community that has not 
turned away from the local newspaper. Businesses that want to 
help build this community while building their business. They 
keep the Post on the newsstands and in your hands. (We are not 
government funded or use taxpayer dollars in any way and sur-
vive only on local advertising.)

The business supporters found on the pages of The Cedar 
Springs Post are critical for the survival of a hometown newspa-
per. They pay the staff, printing fees and the bills. We cannot for-
get that The Post would not exist if it were not for them.

Thank you Cedar Springs
Happy Birthday Cedar Springs Post!

Lois Allen, Publisher
The Cedar Springs Post
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

CLASSIC KELLY’S

ometownometown
HappeningsHH

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service for non-
profit	agencies	only.	Due	to	popular	demand	for	placement	in	this	
section, we can no longer run all articles. deadline for articles is 
Monday at 5 p.m. this is not guaranteed space. articles will run as 
space allows. guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions 
may apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.

JOKE
of theWeek

Arts/entertAinment

JULY 27 - AUG. 1

KENT THEATRE
Movies at the

NOW SHOWING

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com 616-696-7469

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

SHOWTIMES: 
FRI: 6PM • 9PM

SAT:  3PM • 6PM • 9PM     
SUN:  3PM • 6PM

MON-WED: 1PM ONLY  

MEDIUM POPCORN One Coupon Per Person, 
Per Purchase 

Expires 8/31/2012FREE with the purchase of a Large Pop

KENT THEATRE MOVIE COUPON

All Seats All Shows $3.00

UPCOMING

AUG. 3-4

LOOK FOR 
LIVE BANDS

AUG. 10-12

U-PICK

Post Farms

CALL FOR AVAILABILITY 
616-874-7569

Hours: Mon.-Sat. 8-6 • Closed Sun.

Located on the corner of 12 Mile and Meyers Lake Rd.
 Look for signs.

NOW OPEN!

BLUEBERRIES
SWEET
CORN

&

“Sonrise National Parks” VBS at East 
Nelson UMC
July 26-29: East Nelson UM Church will be turning our church 
into “Sonrise National Parks VBS.” Registration is at 6 pm on 
Thursday, July 26 with programming from 6:30 to 9 pm both 
Thursday and Friday. Saturday programming will start at 9 am 
with a luncheon severed to everyone at 1 pm. Final presentation 
of the VBS program will be able to come and share in “Sonrise at 
National Parks.” #30

Anime Program at Spencer Township KDL
Aug. 2: Join expert Mark Ritzema as he shows movies and 
television shows on the big screen that highlight anime, a style of 
animation that originated in Japan and is characterized by colorful 
graphics. After each showing there will be a short discussion of 
culture references and general items that do not translate easily to 
Western audiences. For teens grades 6-12. Thursday, August 2, 3 
pm at Spencer Township Branch, 14960 Meddler, Gowen. #30

Heritage Festival at Montcalm Community 
College
Aug. 2-4: A variety of historical activities and displays are available 
during the 26th annual Heritage Festival Aug. 2-4 on Montcalm 
Community College’s Sidney campus. The three day celebration 
features historical displays, events, refreshments and music for all 
ages. The festival runs from 10 am to 4 pm, Aug. 2 and 9 am – 
5 pm, Aug.3-4. A pancake breakfast will be from 7-10 am, Aug. 
4 in MCC’s Activities building, cost is $6. Ragtime and boogie-
woogie pianist Bob Milne will perform at MCC’s Barn Theater on 
Aug. 3 at 7 pm. Tickets are $10. Visit  HYPERLINK “http://www.
moncalm.edu/heritage-festival”www.montcalm.edu/heritage-
festival for more information about all events. #30

Rummage Sale at the American Legion
Aug. 4: Rain or shine there will be a rummage sale at the Cedar 
Springs American Legion, 80 S. Main St., on Aug. 4 from 9 am 
to 3 pm. Sponsored by Glen Hill Unit 287 Auxiliary. Looking for 
that special something? Maybe you will find it here! For more info 
call 616-570-2830.  #30

Montcalm County Neighborhood Watch 
Annual Picnic
Aug. 4:  The Montcalm County Neighborhood Watch is offering 
an old-fashioned summer picnic for the whole family to enjoy. 
This year’s event will be held at the Montcalm Township Hall 
Complex located on M-91 in Turk Lake on Saturday, Aug. 4 from 
noon until 3 pm. Everyone is welcome to attend and enjoy free hot 
dogs, chips, and ice cream, plus lots of fun and entertainment. If 
you have any questions, please contact Dawn Miles at 616-788-
8602.  #30

Operation Overboard VBS
Aug. 6: Cedar Springs United Methodist Church invites kids 
(4 years old up to 6th grade) to OPERATION OVERBOARD 
Vacation Bible School. Kids will go deep into God’s Word, 
exploring Bible stories of people who revealed deep faith by 
knowing how to: Depend on God, Dare to care, Claim Jesus, 
Choose to follow, Change the world. The adventure begins 
Monday, August 6 and ends Thursday, August 9 from 6:00 p.m.-
8:00 p.m. at Cedar Springs UMC at 140 S. Main St. (corner of 
Church St. and Main St.). Each day includes a Bible story in music, 
art projects, games, and a snack. To be a part of OPERATION 
OVERBOARD, call the church office at 616-696-1140. We hope 
to see you there! 30,31p

Pet Show at KDL
Aug. 7: Is your dog a star? Can your cat do cool tricks? Or do you 
just want to show off how smart, cute or funny your pet is? All acts 
must pre-register. Tuesday, Aug. 7 at 10:30 am. Stop in the Sand 
Lake/ Nelson Township Library, 88 Eighth St. for details. For all 
Ages. #30

Attention Parents of the Class of 2013
Aug. 9: We have started our Senior All Night Party planing 
meetings. For first-time senior parents, this event is planned, 
organized, staffed and funded by the parents of the Class of 2013 
and our business sponsors, so the more volunteers we have the 

better. The next SANP meeting will be held on Thursday, Aug. 9 
at 6:30 pm at the Crazy Horse on 14 Mile Rd. If you are interested 
in finding our how you can help, please plan on attending this 
meeting. We hope to see you there. #30,31p

“SKY VBS” at Hillcrest Community 
Church of God
Aug. 13-17: The Hillcrest Community Church of God, 4994 
18 Mile Rd., Cedar Springs, is hosting SKY a vacation bible 
school program for kids from three to twelve years old. The 
program runs from August 13 through 17, 6:30 to 8:30 pm 
each day. If interested or for more information, call 616-696-
9333. #30,31p

Missing husband
 
Carl was in trouble. He forgot his wedding anniversary. 

His wife was really angry. She told him, “Tomorrow morn-
ing, I expect to find a gift in the driveway that goes from 
0 to 200 in less than 10 seconds, AND IT BETTER BE 
THERE!”

The next morning Carl got up early and left for work. 
When his wife woke up she looked out the window and 
sure enough there was a gift-wrapped box in the middle 
of the driveway. Confused, the wife put on her robe and 
ran out to the driveway, and brought the box back in the 
house.

She opened it and found a brand new bathroom scale.
Carl has been missing since Friday. Please pray for him.

Amish Acres bus trip 
deadline extended

The Cedar Springs Area Parks and Recreation is offering 
a bus trip to Amish Acres in Napanee, Indiana, August 2. 
Cost is $110 per person. Price includes Admission to Amish 
Acres, admission to one of the largest craft fairs in the US, 
family style Amish lunch, tickets to see “Hank Williams: 
Lost Highway” in the Red Barn theatre, and transportation 
via deluxe motor coach.

To register, please call 616-696-7320 or email director@
csaparksandrec.com.

Backpacks and 
supplies needed

North Kent Community Services is preparing for the new 
school year. They hope to distribute 500 new backpacks 
with school supplies to children in grades K-12, whose 
families cannot afford to purchase them. They are asking 
you to help by donating new backpacks and school sup-
plies by August 15. They said Backpacks are their greatest 
need; last year they purchased over 300 with donated funds 
and money from their budget. A donation of $5 will enable 
them to purchase a nice backpack wholesale. “Imagine how 
happy and successful you can make a child when they start 
the school year with a brand-new backpack and school sup-
plies like everyone else,” they said.

Please consider donating the following new items:
Backpacks Rulers
Pens - black, blue, red Pencil boxes
2-pocket report folders Pencils - wood, mechanical
Crayons - 24 packs Washable markers
Glue sticks College-ruled notebooks
Scissors (blunt edge) Wide-ruled notebooks
Colored pencils 3-ring binders
Erasers Filler paper   

North Kent Community Services is open Monday-Thurs-
day 8 a.m.-6 p.m. at 10075 Northland Drive, Rockford. For 
more information call 866-3478.

Summer car show 
this weekend

Don’t miss the annual summer car show happening at 
the Cedar Springs Historical Museum in Morley Park this 
Saturday, July 28, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Experience the 
nostalgia of beautiful cars and trucks from days gone by! 
Admission is free to all visitors, and $10 to register a car. 
Trophies will be awarded at 1 p.m. The FFA students will 
sell a light breakfast at 8 a.m. and grill hot dogs for lunch. 
Come support this fundraiser for the museum, which helps 
bring programs to the community and allows them to host 
family programs at no charge.

Arts/entertAinment
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Cougar - continues on page 13

catcH of the
Week

it’s back—get out those 
cameras!

It’s that time of year again when anglers big and small like 
to tell their fish tales! Send us a photo and story of your first, 
best, funniest, biggest, or even your smallest catch. Include 
your name, age, address, and phone number, along with the 
type and size of fish, and where caught.  We can’t wait to 
hear from you! Photos published as space allows. Photos/
stories may be sent by email to news@cedarspringspost.

com with Catch of the Week in the subject line, or mail to: 
Catch of the Week, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

  

sports / OUTDOORS

GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT
169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
616-887-8661

The July 4th holiday weekend proved to be a mem-
orable one without a doubt for Jordan Ringler, age 
13, from Cedar Springs, because he had two big 
catches in two days.  On July 7, Jordan, his dad Paul, 
brother Ryan and cousin Chris ventured to Bills Lake 
in Newaygo for a shot at some big fish. And to Jor-
dan’s amazement, he landed a 29-inch Pike this time 
around. He had reeled in a 25-inch walleye, his biggest 
one ever, just three days prior at the same lake! This 
time, the guys were trying their hand at a late eve-
ning fish and never dreamed Jordan would pull in this 
nice 29-incher just before dark.

Congratulations Jordan, you made the Post Catch 
of the Week!

Trout Unlimited receives $66,000 
grant for Rogue River watershed

Cougar photographed in Marquette County
BATH, Mich. – The Michigan Wild-

life Conservancy (MWC), a non-profit 
organization based in Bath, near Lan-
sing, recently confirmed the presence 
of a cougar in southern Marquette 
County. The cougar was photographed 
by a cased and padlocked trail camera 
on private property on June 1, 2012. 
The property owners will also share 
their information with the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources 
(MDNR) but do not wish to be publicly 
identified.     

Dr. Patrick Rusz, Director of Wild-
life Programs for the Conservancy, and 
Michael Zuidema, a retired DNR for-
ester, verified the trail camera’s loca-
tion on a well-worn wildlife trail atop 
a wooded ridge. The camera has also 
photographed wolves, coyotes, fishers and numerous other 
species at the same site over a four-year period.  

The MWC is publicizing this photograph because it may 
be the best and clearest photograph of a wild Michigan cou-
gar ever taken. It is also interesting because Mr. Zuidema 

outdoors sports

Trout Unlimited recently 
received a $66,172 grant 
from the Michigan Depart-
ment of Environmental 
Quality (DEQ) to educate 
planning commissions on the 
placement and proper use of 
storm water practices in the 
Rogue River Watershed. This 
project is part of the Rogue 
River Home Rivers Initia-
tive program, a collaborative 
watershed restoration project 
established by Trout Unlim-
ited in October of 2010. This 
funding from the DEQ adds 
to funds contributed to this 
project by the Frey Founda-
tion, the Wege Foundation, 
Wolverine World Wide, Inc., 
the Schrems West Michigan 
Chapter of Trout Unlimited 
and Robert DeVilbiss. 

The Rogue River Water-

shed features an outstand-
ing combination of cold, 
cool, and warm waters, 
which makes it an extreme-
ly important trout fishery 
in southern Michigan. The 
Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources estimat-
ed that angling trips to the 
Rogue River bring in about 
$485,000 per year. However, 
the Rogue River Watershed 
lies in the urban shadow of 
one of the fastest growing 
areas in Michigan. The pres-
sures from growth and de-
velopment could affect the 
productivity and diversity in 
this watershed. Fluctuating 
water temperature is a seri-
ous issue in the Rogue River. 
Warm storm water runs off 
impervious surfaces (roads, 
rooftops, sidewalks) and can 

force the Rogue’s various 
trout species to hide out in 
the cooler waters of its tribu-
taries.  

Storm water pollution is 
a challenging water quality 
problem. Unlike pollution 
from industry or sewage 
treatment facilities, storm 
water pollution is caused by 
the daily activities of people 
everywhere. Rainwater and 
snowmelt run off streets, 
lawns, farms, and construc-
tion and industrial sites and 
pick up fertilizers, dirt, pes-
ticides, oil and grease, and 
many other pollutants on the 
way to our rivers and lakes. 
Local units of government 
play an important role by de-
ciding on the extent to which 
storm water pollution can be 
controlled in their commu-

nity. The project’s goal is to 
develop a storm water guide-
book to educate planning 
commissions and profession-
al planners on placement and 
proper use of storm water 
management techniques in 
the Rogue River Watershed.

This project is scheduled 
to begin in the fall of 2012. 
If you have any questions 
about this project or the 
Rogue River Home Riv-
ers Initiative please contact 
Nichol De Mol at ndemol@
tu.org or 231-557-6362.

Trout Unlimited is the na-
tion’s largest coldwater con-
servation organization, with 
140,000 members dedicated 
to conserving, protecting, 
and restoring North Ameri-
ca’s trout and salmon fisher-
ies and their watersheds.

has recorded over twenty credible cougar sightings in the 
same vicinity since the 1970s. These include several sight-
ings within a few miles of the trail camera location. 

Dr. Rusz stated that “the long history of sighting reports 



(NAPS)—After a 
long, cold winter, most 
women look forward 
to the warm days of 
summer and enjoying 
some fun in the sun. 
But if you’re among 
the approximately 75 
percent of postmeno-
pausal women who 
suffer from the symp-
toms of hot flashes, the 
added heat of summer-
time may be too much 
of a good thing, leaving 
you desperate to find 

relief. 
Hot flashes, which are sudden feelings of warmth over ar-

eas such as the face, neck and chest, can occur a few times 
a week or several times a day. And since hot weather tends 
to be a common hot flash trigger, these sudden feelings of 
warmth can be exacerbated. Fortunately, there are a variety 
of self-care methods that women can turn to for relief. Wil-
liam Koltun, MD, Medical Director for the Medical Center 
for Clinical Research in San Diego, CA, has some helpful 
tips for managing hot flashes in the intense summer heat:

• Keep cool. Slight increases in your body’s core tem-
perature can trigger hot flashes. Dress in layers so that they 
can be removed when feeling warm; use a fan or open a 
window to keep air flowing; decrease the room tempera-

This sum-
mer nearly 100 
youth from the 
Cedar Springs 
area participat-
ed in the annual 
Track and Field 
camp put on at 
Red Hawk Sta-
dium in June 
by the Varsity 
coaches and 
athletes. Dur-
ing the two day 
camp, the youth 
worked to learn 
many different 
track and field 
events, includ-
ing hurdles, 
softball throw 
( m i m i c k i n g 
the shot put), 
standing long jump, relays, starting blocks and more. 

After they completed their training, the participants put 
their new skills to task and participated in the annual local 
Hershey meet. Hershey Chocolate puts on track and field 
meets around the country with various levels that allow 
youth to progress to the state and national levels. The event 
is held so that participants can explore the sport of track 
and field. First place winners in the local meet on June 13 
were advanced to a state meet in Holt on Friday, June 29.  
Athletes compete in various events that are based on their 
age and gender.  

Thank you to all of the participants at this year’s camp, 
the high school athletes and coaches that helped instruct 
them and train them, and the support of their families. We 
are proud of the qualifiers for the state meet in Holt and the 
results they achieved.  

First place finishers from the local meet are as follows:
Boys, ages 9-10: 50 Meter Dash, Spencer Bray; 100 Me-

ter Dash, Dillan Sargent (He  was 5th in the state meet); 
200 Meter Dash, Tyler Vanderlaan; 400 Meter Dash, Dillan 
Sargent (He  was 3rd  in the state meet); Standing Long 
Jump, Dillan Sargent; Softball Throw, Ethan Plummer; 400 
Meter Relay, Spencer Bray, Ethan Plummer, Alex Nylaan 
and Tyler Vanderlaan (this team was 5th  in the state).

Girls, ages 9-10: 50 Meter Dash, Abagail Buttermore (She  
was 6th in the state meet); 100 Meter Dash, Alli Carlson; 
200 Meter Dash, Morgan Reyers; 400 Meter Dash, Bay-
lee Mosher; Standing Long Jump, Isabella Korody; Soft-
ball Throw, Kaleigh Hull (She  was 4th in the state meet); 
400 Meter Relay, Tonya Tepin, Rylee Kinzinger, Morgan 
Reyers and Abagail Butttermore (This team was 2nd in the 
state).

Boys 11-12: 100 Meter Dash, Brison Ricker; 200 Meter 
Dash, Kaden Liggett; 400 Meter Dash, Dallas Mora, 800 
Meter Dash, Dallas Mora (He  was 9th in the state meet); 
Standing Long Jump, Jacob Outwin; Softball Throw, Brison 
Ricker.

Girls 11-12: 100 Meter Dash, Mackenzie Rugg; 200 Me-
ter Dash, Sydney Plummer; 400 Meter Dash, Alexis Gonza-
les (She  was 7th in the state meet); 800 Meter Dash, Alexis 
Gonzales (She  was 4th in the state meet); Standing Long 
Jump, Sydney Plummer; Softball Throw; Maddie Nichols 
(She  was 2nd  in the state meet).
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Thank You Cedar Springs!
This week we celebrated the 9th year 
that Gina Otterbein & Janis Kemper
have owned NPT! Thanks to YOU for 
supporting us for nearly a decade! 

Your Health. Your Choice. Your Community.

696.6555
northernpts.com
308 Main
Cedar SpringsServing Your Community!

For details, call 863-7049.

No Dental Insurance?
CedarRock Dental Care

announces its

Comprehensive Dental Plan
It can save anyone without dental insurance

hundreds, if not thousands, of dollars every year.

Cord Blood And Cerebral Palsy

Hot flashes and summer
Tips for beating the heat

Cutting-edge research is exploring the potential of stem cell–based therapies 
to treat neurological impairments.

Dr. William Koltun, Medical Director 
for the Medical Center for Clinical 
Research in San Diego, CA.

ture; or sip a cold drink.
• Watch what you eat and drink. Hot and spicy foods, 

caffeinated drinks and alcohol can trigger a hot flash.
• Relax. Yoga, meditation or other helpful relaxation 

techniques can provide relief.
• Don’t smoke. Smoking is linked to an increase in hot 

flashes.
• Improve your diet. Many women find relief when 

they improve their diet.
If self-care methods don’t do the trick, you and your phy-

sician can explore treatment options. 

(NAPS)—Researchers may soon have 
good news for many of the estimated 2 mil-
lion Americans who have cerebral palsy, a 
condition that is caused by a brain injury be-
fore birth or during the first few years of life. 
The condition can impair movement, hearing, 
vision and cognitive skills. There’s currently 
no cure—and no standard therapy that works 
for all patients. 

New, cutting-edge research is exploring the 
potential of stem cell–based therapies to treat 
these kinds of neurological impairments. Pe-
diatric neurologist James Carroll is the lead 
investigator of a new clinical trial at the Geor-
gia Health Sciences University to determine 
whether an infusion of stem cells from a 
child’s own umbilical cord blood can improve 
quality of life in children with cerebral palsy. 
The study will include 40 children, ages 2 
through 12 years, whose parents have stored 
their children’s cord blood with Cord Blood 
Registry. “The hope for stem cells, really from the begin-
ning, is that they might serve as some type of replacement 
for cells in the nervous system that have been destroyed or 
never developed properly,” said Dr. James Carroll.

Dr. Carroll states that the outcomes of both preclinical 
research and anecdotal evidence in patients have made 
umbilical cord blood an intriguing source of stem cells for 

researchers to pursue—as has the safety profile of using a 
child’s own cord blood. He adds, “We’ve found in our ani-
mal experiments that adult stem cells can greatly assist in 
recovery from brain injury, so we wanted to try to apply 
this in children and cord blood; that is, the cord blood of 
the child being treated provides a safe place and a safe way 
to do that.”

sports
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KEYS TO 
SUCCESS
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655
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SAVE GAS     SHOP LOCAL

• Delivery Available
• Gift Certificates Available

• Layaway Available
Hours: Mon-Thurs & Sat 9-6 • Fri 9-7Northtown Greenville

NORTHTOWN
Furniture & Appliance

NORTHTOWN
Larry’s Larry’s (616) 754-6101

LIMITED TIME ONLY!

Queen Plush
with 10 year warranty

2 pc. set

$399.95
Full Set: 

$349.95
Twin Set: 

$279.95

30 years 
sales 

experience

3500 17 MILE RD.  CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319

• COMMUNICATIONS  
• COMPUTER SALES & REPAIR 
• TELEPHONE SALES & REPAIR
• NETWORK MANAGEMENT  
• POINT OF SALE EQUIPMENT  
• WI-FI SETUP
• P.A. & BACKGROUND MUSIC  
• TANNING BED REPAIR  
• INTERNET CAMERAS

C O M M U N I C AT I O N  S E RV I C E S
http://www.deltatrontelecom.com

(616) 263-9550

Communications excellence
for small business.

Robinson
SEPTIC TANK CLEANING

1565 Dagget Road, Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas.

(616) 636-5565 or 887-2060

If you can’t flush... You may need us!
P O R TA B L E  T O I L E T  R E N TA L S

Quality at a Great Price • Licensed & Insured
616-696-4419 (office) • 616-520-3215 (cell)
mdg572010@hotmail.com 
http://www.platinumchoicehvac.com

Most Credit Cards Excepted
BOILER & HEAT PUMPS SPECIALIST

10% Off 
all services

with this ad
Expires 8-10-12

Over 15,000 FRIENDS
That’s how many “users” we have reading our work every week. That’s over 
15,000 residents that rely on us to learn of sales and services that are close 

to home and local news put together in a community-driven package. 

We want to share our friends with you!

Call 616-696-3655 to Advertise
or email sales@cedarspringspost.com

www.cedarspringspost.com

36 E. Maple Street • P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Phone: 616-696-3655
Fax: 616-696-9010



strength she would bring to the board? “I think I’m a very fair 
minded person. I listen to all sides before making a decision or 
voting,” she said.  

Warren Hanson is running as a 
Republican for Nelson Township 
trustee. He has lived in Nelson Town-
ship his whole life. For 20 years he 
owned Hanson’s Radiator and Auto 
Repair on Main Street in Cedar 
Springs. He also served for five years 
for the Department of Defense in 
Iraq, and just returned in November 
of 2011. Warren was a member of 
the Cedar Springs Lions Club for 20 
years. He said the reason he is run-

ning for office is because he would like to see the assessor re-
moved. 

Gabrielle Warner is running as 
a Republican for Nelson Township 
trustee. She moved here from To-
ledo, Ohio and has lived in Nelson 
Township 12 years. She is a financial 
services professional with Mass Mu-
tual and owner/agent at Innovative 
Solutions Agency. She has been mar-
ried to her husband, Bill, for 31 years, 
and they have two grown children. 
Gabrielle said her primary reason for 
running is to stay involved with her township and get to know 
her neighbors better. She hopes to bring her skills in business ef-
ficiency to the Nelson Township board to benefit residents. Ga-
brielle has served on the Nelson Township Board of Review for 
four years, been on the board for the Cedar Springs Rotary Club, 
and is 2010 past-president. The major challenge she sees facing 
Nelson is providing expected services for the township despite 
budget pressures due to the economy and reduced state funding. 
“I hope to bring fresh ideas with a business owner’s efficiency 
to the board,” she said.

See next week’s paper for more candidates.

primary reason she is running for a fifth term is to continue help-
ing residents by promoting services such as Passport agency and 
notary services. “One of my long term goals includes improve-
ments to our township cemeteries. Throughout my years serving 
Nelson Township, I’m most proud of assisting township residents 
in resolving community issues,” she said.

Candidates for treasurer
Katy Austin is running as a Republican for Nelson Township 

treasurer. She did not return a questionnaire. 

Candidates for Nelson Township 
trustee (2) seats 4 - candidates

Glen Armstrong is running as 
a Republican for Nelson Town-
ship trustee. He has lived in Nelson 
Township his entire 56 years, and is 
employed at GE Aviation as a manu-
facturing engineer. He and his wife 
have raised three children in Nelson 
Township. Glen believes his main 
strength is the experience he has 
in township government. Glen has 
served for over 25 years on the plan-
ning commission, as a trustee, and 
most recently as Supervisor. He said his primary reason for run-
ning is that he would like to see the government serve the people 
and not the other way around. He would also like to see paving 
roads become a priority again. 

Maureen Mahoney is running as 
a Republican to hold on to her seat 
as a Nelson Township trustee. She 
has lived in Nelson for 12 years, and 
moved here from Kansas City, Mis-
souri to be closer to her family. She 
is single and has no children. She is 
currently employed at Advantage 
Health Physician Network as a Medi-
cal Assistant. She was elected four 
years ago and knew little about gov-

ernment but has enjoyed the learning process and would like 
to continue to serve. She is currently President of the Friends 
of the Sand Lake/Nelson Township Library. What is the main 

and currently works for the Amway 
Grand Plaza Hotel as a manager in 
their Housekeeping Department. He 
holds a Bachelors in Criminal Justice 
and a Masters in Public Administra-
tion from Grand Valley University 
and currently teaches Management 
and Criminal Justice at the University 
of Phoenix in Grand Rapids. He has 
been married to his wife, Dolores, 
for 39 years and they have 3 children 

and 5 grandchildren. Tony currently serves on the Cedar Springs 
Public Library Board for Solon Township, and said his primary 
reason for running for office is to be a more productive resident. 
Other experience on boards includes the Gerald R. Ford Council 
and Membership Chair and Trustee for the Michigan Corrections 
Association, a statewide organization of professionals from all 
areas of the Criminal Justice field. He feels the main strength he 
would bring to the board is the commitment to service and to 
being open to communication from all parties involved in issues. 
“My background in union leadership and as a manager also al-
lows me to view issues from different perspectives,” he said. He 
sees a major challenge to the township in dwindling state rev-
enue. “Because of the state taking revenue back and the township 
tax base not growing I see the budgeting and finding of new busi-
ness to move into the township, which would create jobs for those 
in the township, of great importance. Proper zoning and outreach 
would help in this area.”

John Rideout, who is currently the clerk, is running as a Re-
publican for one of the open trustee seats. He has lived in the 
township for over 40 years, with his wife Diane and four chil-
dren. He holds business degrees from Davenport and Grand Val-
ley State University. He served four 
years in the Marine Corps, including 
two tours in Viet Nam and is a life 
member of the Disabled American 
Veterans. He was a manager with 
the U.S. Postal Service before retir-
ing in 2002. He has been active with 
the Kent County Veterans Advisory 
Board, Kent County Veterans Honor 
Guard, Boy Scouts and United Way. 
As township clerk for eight years, he 
has been involved with the everyday 
affairs of running the township and believes he is uniquely quali-
fied to help lead the township for the next four years. Some of 
John’s top priorities if elected are to continue development of the 
new township hall site, with emphasis on developing a new recre-
ational park once the office and community room is finished; and 
the continual development of the 17 Mile corridor and improve-
ments to the fire department.

Candidates for treasurer
Heather Zenker is running as 

a Republican for her seat as Solon 
Township Treasurer. Heather has held 
that position for the last seven years. 
She has lived in the township for 12 
years with her husband, Kevin, and 
two sons. She said she has an exten-
sive background in banking and cus-
tomer service. She received her title 
of Michigan Certified Professional 
Treasurer from the Michigan Mu-
nicipal Treasurer’s Institute. Heather 

said she is running for office because she loves working with the 
people of Solon Township. She is currently President of the Kent 
County Treasurer’s Association, has served as President of the 
Cedar Springs Area Parks and Rec, treasurer of the Red Flan-
nel Festival, treasurer of the Cedar Springs Public Library Board, 
and more. Heather feels that her experience as treasurer for the 
township and experience with boards and committees will bring 
strength to the position. She said she would love to see the new 
township hall built and the grounds developed for a community 
park, as well as see continued development of the 17 Mile Road 
corridor.

James Dean is running as a Re-
publican write-in candidate for Solon 
Township Treasurer. He has been a 
resident of Solon Township for al-
most 20 years. His family has roots 
in the community for over 80 years. 
He works at Meijer and is pursuing 
a degree in Business Management at 
GRCC/Ferris State University. James 
said he is running because he would 
like to make a difference and serve the people of the community 
where he lives. “Through more interactive communication, I will 
promote the voice of the residents of Solon Township and repre-
sent them to the best of my ability,” he said. James currently vol-
unteers as Chairman for the Solon Township Site Plan Commit-
tee that has been charged with developing a master site plan for 
the property surrounding the future township hall. He has worked 
closely with the current township board, chaired meetings, and 
helped create and deliver a site plan survey to Solon residents. 
James said his main strength will be to bring a fresh perspective 
to the challenges facing the community today.  “With hard work 
and determination, I will join with other community leaders to 

create a business and resident friendly environment where ev-
eryone will have the opportunity to express their ideas, opinions 
and concerns,” he said. He believes the biggest challenge facing 
the township (as with everyone) is spending their budget in the 
most responsible way possible.  “I will work diligently with the 
township board to identify cost saving opportunities within our 
budgeted expenditures. Through careful review and analysis, we 
can eliminate excess spending and be more fiscally responsible,” 
he said.

Candidates for Solon Township trustee 
(2) positions, 4 candidates

Fred Gunnell is running as a Re-
publican for his seat as Solon Town-
ship trustee. He’s lived in Cedar 
Springs and the surrounding area, 
including Solon Township, for over 
40 years. He graduated from Cedar 
Springs High School, and married 
Carollee Crane, who also lived in 
Solon Township. He graduated from 
Mich. State Univ. with a Master’s 
Degree and took some post-graduate 
work at Western Mich. Univ. and 

Univ. of Mich. His professional career was at Mich. Tech. Univ. 
for 25 years. He’s been serving Solon Township for about 18 
years. First, as a planning commissioner, and later as a trustee to 
the Solon  Twp. Board since the mid nineties. Fred said he is run-
ning for office because he has always supported strong local gov-
ernment and encouraged economic growth, yet with appropriate 
controls. “I believe in residents’ input in all major decisions the 
township board is required to make. The constituents must have 
a say in governing our township,” noted Fred. Other boards he’s 
served on include the Michigan Township Association, the Cedar 
Springs Education Foundation, several Rotary Clubs, Red Flan-
nel Rod and Gun club member, chairman of the trustees of Cedar 
Springs United Methodist and member of their administrative 
board. He is currently President of the Cedar Springs Historical 
Society. Fred sees two major challenges facing Solon Township. 
“Commercial growth is one area that must be monitored at all 
times by adhering to the Master Plan to the township and apply-
ing ordinances and codes stringently, yet fairly,” he explained. 
The second is “that the township board must continually be fis-
cally responsible in managing taxpayers taxes fairly and efficient-
ly and effectively. It is the board’s responsibility to be transparent 
to the public in all its transactions.”

Rich Straub is running as a Republican for his seat as Solon 
Township trustee. He did not return a questionnaire. 

Tony Owen is running as a Republican for Solon Township 
trustee. He has lived in West Michigan from Grand Rapids 
to Saranac, where he worked for the Michigan Department of 
Corrections. He retired after 28 years to the Cedar Springs area 
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...continued from page 3

unteered for many years on the local chamber of commerce; and 
coached several local sports teams. He has also served on both 
local police and fire departments, which he said  contributed to 
his ability to be provide for the needs of both. “I believe a good 
leader must be a great servant. As my record clearly exhibits, I am 
dedicated whole-heartedly to our community. I am not afraid of 
hard work or tough decision. I was an unequivocal opponent of 
the disincorporation of the Village of Sand Lake and consider the 
significant victory by the voters, a great accomplishment for the 
entire community,” said Kirk.  “I retain excellent problem solving 
skills and if given the opportunity, I will approach all township 
issues with the same diligence, honest and integrity I live by and 
that the township and its people deserve. I believe strongly that 
the township should be more accessible and accountable to the 
people it serves. I feel that with unambiguous job descriptions and 
clearly defined objectives this can be accomplished benefiting all 
residents.”

Candidates for Clerk 
Laura Hoffman is running for 

as a Republican her seat as Nelson 
Township Clerk. She is currently un-
contested. She and her husband Curt 
have been married for 26 years and 
have two married daughters and three 
grandchildren, who speak three for-
eign languages between them. After 
moving to Nelson Township in the fall 
of 1987, she began working elections 

the following year and has worked every election since.  In 1992, 
she was offered the deputy clerk position, and in 1995 was ap-
pointed township clerk. Shortly afterwards she was asked by the 
Kent County Clerk to administer two recall elections in neighbor-
ing townships. “I take great pride in running local elections and 
pledge to uphold the law and its integrity,” said Laura. She is cur-
rently the treasurer for Kent County MTA Chapter, the Vice Chair 
of the Friends of the Sand Lake/Nelson Township Library, and 
the secretary for the Nelson Township Planning Commission. The 

Nelson
...continued from page 3

Laura Hoffman

Maureen Mahoney

Glen Armstrong

Gabrielle Warner

Warren Hanson
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VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE
COUNTY OF KENT

STATE OF MICHIGAN
 

ORDINANCE NO. 2012-1
Adopted:  July 16, 2012

Effective: August 26, 2012
 

An Ordinance to regulate those individuals within the 
Village of Sand Lake, Michigan, that are qualified pa-
tients or acting as primary caregivers pursuant to the 
provisions of the Michigan Medical Marihuana Act 
and to provide penalties for violations thereof.
 
THE VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE, MICHIGAN ORDAINS:
 
SECTION 1 FINDINGS. The Village of Sand 
Lake, Michigan, adopts this Ordinance based on the 
following findings of fact:
 

1. Voters in the State of Michigan approved 
the referendum authorizing the use of 
marihuana for certain medical condi-
tions.

 
2. The Intent of the referendum was to en-

able certain specific persons who comply 
with the registration provisions of the law 
to legally obtain, possess, cultivate/grow, 
use and distribute marihuana and to as-
sist specific registered individuals identi-
fied in the statute without fear of criminal 
prosecution under limited, specific cir-
cumstances.

 
3. Despite the specifics of the state legisla-

tion and the activities legally allowed as 
set forth therein, marihuana is still a con-
trolled substance under Michigan Law 
and the legalization of obtaining, pos-
session, cultivation/growth, use and dis-
tribution in specific circumstances has a 
potential for abuse that should be closely 
monitored and to the extent permissible 
regulated by local authorities.

 
4. If not closely monitored or regulated, the 

presence of marihuana even for the pur-
poses legally permitted by the legislation 
can present an increase for illegal con-
duct and/or activity and this threat affects 
the health, safety and welfare of the resi-
dents of the Village of Sand Lake.
 

It is the intention of the Village Council of the Village 
of Sand Lake, Michigan, that nothing in this ordinance 
be construed to allow persons to engage in conduct 
that endangers others or causes a public nuisance, 
or to allow use, possession or control of marihuana 
for non-medical purposes or allow activity relating to 
cultivation/growing, distribution or consumption of 
marihuana that is otherwise illegal.
 
SECTION 2 PURPOSE.  It is the purpose of 
this Ordinance to impose specific requirements for 
those individuals registering with the State of Michi-
gan as “qualifying patients” or a “primary caregiver” 
as those terms are defined in MCLA 333.26421, the 
Michigan Medical Marihuana Act, and to regulate 
the conduct of activity pursuant thereto in the Village 
of Sand Lake, Michigan so as to protect the health, 
safety and welfare of the general public.
 
SECTION 3 DEFINITIONS.  For purposes of 
the Ordinance, the words and phrases as contained 
herein shall have the meanings as set forth in MCLA 
333.26423 and the regulations adopted by the State 
of Michigan, Department of Community Health, pur-
suant to authority conferred by Section 5 of Initiated 
Law 1 of 2008.
 
SECTION 4 COMPLIANCE REQUIRED. 
Those individuals within the Village of Sand Lake, 
Michigan who are “qualifying patients” or “primary 
caregivers” as those terms are used in the Michigan 
Medical Marihuana Act shall comply with the require-
ments set forth herein for qualifying patients, Section 
5, for primary caregivers, Section 6.
 
SECTION 5 REQUIREMENT FOR QUALIFY-
ING PATIENTS.  A person within the Village of Sand 
Lake, Michigan, who has been issued and possesses 

a registry identification card as a qualifying patient as 
set forth in MCL 333.26421 shall comply with the fol-
lowing requirements:
 

1. Consumption of marihuana shall not occur 
in any public place.

 
2. Growing of marihuana shall only be al-

lowed inside of an enclosed structure or 
building with walls and roof and secured 
with locks to prevent unintended or unin-
vited access.

 
SECTION 6 REQUIREMENTS FOR PRIMARY 
CAREGIVER.  A person within the Village of Sand 
Lake, Michigan who has been issued and possesses 
a registry identification card as a primary caregiver as 
set forth in MCL333.26421 shall comply with the fol-
lowing requirements:
 

1. Growing of marihuana shall only be al-
lowed inside of an enclosed structure or 
building with walls and roof and secured 
with locks to prevent unintended or unin-
vited access.

 
2. The location from which a primary caregiv-

er provides services to a qualifying patient 
shall be under the control, through written 
lease, contract or deed, in favor of the pri-
mary caregiver.

 
3. The location from which a primary caregiv-

er grows cultivates or otherwise provides 
services to a qualifying patient shall not be 
used by another primary caregiver, for that 
primary caregiver’s services as allowed 
under the Michigan Medical Marihuana 
Act.

 
4. The location from which a primary caregiv-

er provides services to a qualifying patient 
shall not be within 500 feet of a drug-free 
school zone.

 
5. Cultivation / growing or distribution of mari-

huana shall not occur in connection with or 
at a location at which any other commod-
ity, product or service is also available.

 
6. No consumption of marihuana shall occur 

at a primary caregiver’s location for culti-
vation / growing, or a primary caregiver’s 
legal residence address, unless the pri-
mary caregiver is a qualifying patient and 
then such consumption shall only be by 
the qualifying patient / primary caregiver.

 
SECTION 7 MEDICAL MARIHUANA DIS-
PENSARIES. Medical marihuana dispensary. Any 
business, facility, association, cooperative, location, 
or operation, whether fixed or mobile, where medical 
marihuana (also commonly known as marijuana or 
cannabis) is made available to, sold, used, grown, pro-
cessed, delivered, or distributed by or to one or more 
of the following:

1. A primary caregiver (i.e., a person who is 
at least 21 years old and who has agreed 
to assist with a patient’s medical use of 
marihuana and who has never been con-
victed of a felony involving illegal drugs, as 
provided for in Initiated Law No. 1 of the 
Public Acts of 2008, as amended).

2. A qualifying patient (i.e., a person who has 
been diagnosed by a physician as having 
a debilitating medical condition, as provid-
ed for in Initiated Law No. 1 of the Public 
Acts of 2008, as amended).

3. Members of the public.
A medical marihuana dispensary shall also include any 
place, location, facility, or operation, whether fixed or 
mobile, where medical marihuana is smoked or con-
sumed by three or more persons at one time.

A medical marihuana dispensary shall not include the 
dispensation of medical marihuana by a primary care-
giver personally dispensing to not more than five quali-
fied patients in accordance with Michigan Initiated Law 
1 of 2008, as amended, so long as the lawful amount 
of medical marihuana is delivered to the qualifying pa-
tient where the qualifying patient resides and it is done 
in full compliance with this Chapter as well as all other 
applicable City ordinances and applicable laws, rules 
and regulations.

SECTION 8 PROHIBITION ON MEDICAL 
MARIHUANA DISPENSARIES. No medical mari-
huana dispensary shall be commenced, conducted, 
operated, or utilized in any zoning district or on or from 
any property within the village. Any person, firm, cor-
poration, trust, partnership or other legal entity who 
shall commence, conduct, operate, or utilize a medical 
marihuana dispensary within the City shall be guilty of 
a criminal misdemeanor and shall, upon conviction, be 
subject to spending up to 93 days in jail, paying a fine 
of up to a $500.00, or both such fine and jail, as well as 
any other fines, costs, or penalties imposed by law.
 
SECTION 9 VIOLATIONS AND PENALTIES.  
Any person who violates a provision of this Ordinance 
shall be guilty of a misdemeanor punishable by a fine 
not to exceed $500.00 and/or imprisonment in the 
county jail for a period not to exceed 90 days.  Further, 
a person who violates the provisions of this ordinance 
in addition to penalties set forth herein shall be pre-
sumed to be operating a nuisance per se and shall be 
subject to suit or injunction to enjoin further conduct.
 
SECTION 10 SEVERABILITY.  If any portion of 
this Ordinance or the application thereof to any per-
son is adjudged to be invalid by a court of competent 
jurisdiction, such determination shall not affect the 
validity of any other portion of this Ordinance, or the 
application to any other portion of this Ordinance to 
any such person or other persons.
 
SECTION 11 EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Ordi-
nance shall become effective thirty (30) days after 
publication in the Cedar Springs Post.
 
Dated: July 16, 2012
 
This Ordinance was enacted by the Village Council 
of the Village of Sand Lake, State of Michigan on the 
16th day of July, 2012 and approved by the Village 
President and Clerk on said date.
  

Village of Sand Lake
  
By: 
_______________________________
        Kirk H.Thielke
Its: Village President
 
Village of Sand Lake
  
By: 
_______________________________
      Judy A. Howard
Its: Clerk
 

 
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

COUNTY OF KENT
STATE OF MICHIGAN

 
CERTIFICATION

 
I, hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and com-

plete copy of Ordinance No. 2012-1 duly adopted by the 
Village of Sand Lake at a regular meeting of the Village 
Council held on the 16th day of July, 2012, at which all 
Council Members were present and that public notice of 
said meeting was given pursuant to Act No. 267 of the Pub-
lic Acts of Michigan, 1976, including in the case of a special 
or rescheduled meeting, notice by publication and posting 
at least 18 hours prior to the time set for the meeting. 

I further certify that the Councilperson R. Towsley, 
moved and that Councilperson D. Rogers, supported the 
adoption of said ordinance.

I further certify that the following Councilpersons voted 
for adoption of said Ordinance

J. Ward, C. Simpson, B. Thielke, K. Thielke, D. Dewey, 
D. Rogers, R. Towsley.

I further certify that said ordinance has been recorded 
in the Ordinance Book of the Village of Sand Lake and that 
such recording has been authenticated with the signatures 
of the Village President and the Clerk.

This ordinance may be purchased or inspected at the 
Village of Sand Lake office, 2 Maple St Sand Lake, Michi-
gan, between 9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Tuesday through 
Thursday.

Dated this 16 day of July, 2012.                               
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE
 _____________________________
JUDY A. HOWARD                                                                                                                         
ITS: Clerk

 
Date: July 26, 2012    Judy Howard, Clerk
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Cougar
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cAr cAre

LegaL 
NOtiCeS

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan
NELSON TOWNSHIP NOTICE 

OF PRIMARY ELECTION
To the Qualified Electors of 

Nelson Township
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, a 

Primary Election will be held on:
AUGUST 7, 2012

POLLS are open from 7:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. on 
Election Day.

The following offices will appear on the ballot:

Congressional  County 
U. S. Senate  Prosecuting Attorney  
Representative  Sheriff
  in Congress  Clerk/Register of Deeds 
   Treasurer
   Drain Commissioner
   Commissioner(s) 
State      
State Representative(s)    

Township(s)  Precinct Delegates  
Supervisor     
Clerk      
Treasurer
Trustee(s)

THE FOLLOWING PROPOSAL WILL BE 
VOTED UPON:

PROPOSAL NO. 1
MILLAGE RENEWAL PROPOSITION

0.5000 MILL FOR FIRE PROTECTION 
PURPOSES*

Shall the increase in the Township of Nelson 
tax rate limitation, currently 0.5000 mill ($0.5000 
per $1,000 of taxable value), be renewed and 
levied in the years 2012-2017, both inclusive, 
subject to reduction as provided by law, on taxable 
property in the Township?

The purpose of this levy is to provide funds for 
fire protection services in the Township including 
the cost of contracting for fire protection services 
and for the acquisition of fire and rescue motor 
vehicles, apparatus, equipment and buildings.  It is 
estimated that a levy of 0.5000 mill would provide 
revenue of $60,147 in the first calendar year.  The 
revenue from this millage levy will be disbursed 
to the Township of Nelson.

Yes ___
No ___

List of Polling Place Location:  Nelson Township 
Hall

A voter who is physically unable to attend the polls 
without assistance of another person, or who is 
at least 60 years of age, or will be away from the 
community is eligible to receive an absent voter 
ballot. If you wish to apply for an absent voter 
ballot please contact your clerk at 616-636-5332 
no later than 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, August 4, 
2012.

YOU MUST BE REGISTERED TO QUALIFY 
AS A VOTER!

Dated: July 26, 2012 Laura Hoffman, Nelson 
Township Clerk

CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS
Low Cost Rentals Available
Auto Glass Installation

696-1830
13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

CEDAR 
HEATING &

COOLING INC.

6 1 6 - 6 9 6 - 2 5 9 9
EXPERIENCE NOT GUESSWORK

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

at your service. . .

Brynadette 
       Powell

Realtor

Notary Public
Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com

Arthur K. Eggerding
Realtor, Inc.

616-453-7655 

Bunker Concrete 
Construction, LLC

Quality Flatwork • Poured Walls  
Licensed & Insured • FREE Estimates

Tim Bunker
6653 - 136th St, Sand Lake

P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

small ads 
make ¢ents

call the POst
616-696-3655

And  ADVERTISE

KEYS TO 
SUCCESS
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

WE INSTALL

Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair
Hours

Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

•Clutches
•Brakes
•Oil Changes
•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051

Patios • Driveways • Pole Barn Floors
Sidewalks • Retaining Walls
FHA Approved Foundations

(616) 636-8451 23889 Hooker Road
Fax (616) 636-8348 Sand Lake, MI 49343

CHARLIE MCBRIDE CEMENT & 
BLOCK WORK

Charlie ~ Jim McBride

Patios • Driveways • Pole Barn Floors
Sidewalks • Retaining Walls
FHA Approved Foundations

(616) 636-8451 23889 Hooker Road
Fax (616) 636-8348 Sand Lake, MI 49343

CHARLIE MCBRIDE CEMENT & 
BLOCK WORK

Charlie ~ Jim McBride

Patios • Driveways • Pole Barn Floors
Sidewalks • Retaining Walls
FHA Approved Foundations

(616) 636-8451 23889 Hooker Road
Fax (616) 636-8348 Sand Lake, MI 49343

CHARLIE MCBRIDE CEMENT & 
BLOCK WORK

Charlie ~ Jim McBride

SENIOR 
DISCOUNT 
AVAILABLE

Cement & Blockwork

in the area indicates the cougar photographed on June 1 
may be part of a resident population rather than a wander-
ing cat from a western state.” Dr. Rusz has studied cougars 
for the Conservancy for 14 years and is co-author of a peer-
reviewed study that confirmed cougars in both peninsulas 
of Michigan by analyses of DNA in droppings. He has also 
identified a long list of additional physical evidence dating 
back to 1966, and notes that Michigan State College zoolo-
gist Richard Manville documented several cougar sightings 
or incidents when he inventoried the fauna of Marquette 
County’s Huron Mountains from 1939 to 1942.  

The large volume of recent Michigan evidence includes 
fifteen MDNR confirmations since the agency formed a 
cougar team of specially trained biologists in 2008. The 
most recent MDNR confirmation occurred last May when 
a cougar was photographed with a hand-held camera near 
Skanee in Baraga County. That photograph was taken about 
50 miles north of the Marquette County trail camera loca-
tion.    

“The MDNR cougar team should now look at the very 
good evidence of a remnant cougar population collected be-
fore 2008,” said Bill Taylor, President of the Conservancy. 
“They could still easily verify cougar photos taken in the 
1990’s in Alcona and Oscoda Counties in the Lower Penin-
sula and some others. The vegetation and other landmarks 
needed to confirm the photos are still there.”

The Michigan Wildlife Conservancy is a non-profit citi-
zens group established in 1982 to restore Michigan’s wild-
life legacy. The Conservancy has restored more than 8,200 
acres of wetlands, 2,500 acres of prairies and grasslands, 
and hundreds of miles of trout streams, and helped with 
several rare species recoveries and the creation of many 
backyard habitats. The Conservancy website, www.mi-
wildlife.org, highlights some of the completed habitat res-
torations and other work.  

gust 4, starting at 9 a.m. Each candidate will be interviewed 
for about 45 minutes each. Both meetings are open to the 
public.

The City Council held a goodbye party for Burns before 
the council meeting on July 12. During the council com-
ment time, Burns, who has been here 5 years, commented 
on her time in Cedar Springs. “I just celebrated 21 years 
of municipal service, and I’ve never worked with a better 
group of people,” she remarked. “This is an amazing com-
munity, and it’s been a great learning experience for me. 
I will always have a special place in my heart for Cedar 
Springs.”

Manager
...continued from front page 

Ag Expo on the 17th of July. The event was located on the 
Michigan State University campus. Members attending 
were: former president, Brent Willett; current president, 
Jerry Green; vice president, Charles (Charlie) Nelson; 
Treasurer, Justin Davis and members Jeff Davis, and Tyler 
Savickas. Chapter advisor Mr. Larry Reyburn, Mr. Charles 
Nelson, and Mrs. Ginger Nelson accompanied the members 
as chaperones. While there, two members, Justin Davis and 
Brent Willett, competed in a tractor-driving contest open to 
FFA members statewide. Davis and Willett had to drive a 
tractor, hitched to a wagon, through a series of very diffi-
cult obstacles. The results brought Justin Davis in 3rd place 
junior division and Brent Willett in 5th place senior divi-
sion. Both did exceptionally well. During their visit, the en-
tire group of Cedar Springs FFA members and chaperones 
browsed many interesting and educational booths. 

All members attending both events enjoyed themselves 
to the fullest and look forward to many more leadership 
activities.

Adventures
...continued from page 2

MOBILE ROOF-OVER SYSTEM

Conserves Energy
Made in Michigan

Michigan’s Oldest and Finest Roof 
              Replacement System

1-800-872-2089
www.mobilehomeroofsmi.com

A-1

14x70
$3,980

12x60 
$3,280 Installed

Free Estimates



For Sale:  yellow cockatiel. Call 
616-520-5521 for more info. 
#30f

HOT WEATHER ALERT: 
Show your love for your 
pets by making sure they 
have water and shade 
when outside. Leave pets 
in comfort at home when 
shopping.

Lost: shorthair female cat (about 
5 years old). Has many colors, 
orange & brown stripes on back, 
orange & gray stripes on chest, 
spots on legs by paws. Answers 
to “Sparky” or “Spark Plug.” She 
has a chip. Lost on June 16th in 
the area of 17 Mile and Algoma, 
616-337-1139. #30

Lost: cat - male yellow/orange 
tabby with white tip on tail 
apx. 16 yr. old, nuetered and 
front paws declawed. Name 
is “Gabby.” Missing since July 
16th from the area of Becker & 
Stout. Call 616-263-9066. #30

Unidentified caller said there is a 
Lab with red collar that appears 
lost near her home for the past 
few days. She would not identify 
herself and stated that they have 
called the Newaygo/Montcalm 
Animal Control. If you have a dog 
fitting that description please call 
the animal control. Caller left no 
more information.  #29

Lost: Jazz is a brown/tan colored 
16 year old medium sized “mutt” 
or mixed breed female. She was 
last seen in her owner’s yard on 
Tuesday, July 17, in the area of 
19 Mile Rd. and Pine Lake Rd. 
She is wearing a red and black 
checked collar. If you have seen 
her, please call 616-696-0783 
ASAP, REWARD.  #29

The POST is looking for 
dependable hard working 
employees! We have part-
time job openings in Sales 
and Design. Email your 
sales resume to sales@
cedarspringspost.com, or 
email your design resume 
to design@cedarsprings-
post.com. tfn

Custodial/Janitorial Work – 
Accepting applications for PT/FT 
positions in Kent City and Cedar 
Springs, after 3 pm. Drug screen 
and FBI fingerprinting required at 
no cost to you. Must be at least 
18, have your own car and have 
a clean criminal background. 
Please apply online at www.
grbsinc.com.  #27-30p

Exciting teller/member service 
part time position now open 
in our Cedar Springs office. 
Use your great customer 
service skills to provide cash 
transactions, open accounts, 
answer member questions on 
products and services. This can 
be a busy environment in which 
multiple skills may be required. 
Saturdays are required from 
8:45 to 1:15 p.m. Starting pay 
is $9.00 an hour, however it 
depends on experience. Submit 
your resume to jobs@myKCCU.
com or mail to Kent County 
Credit Union 1619 Plainfield 
Ave NE Grand Rapids, MI 
49505 EOE. No phone calls 
please.  #30b
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CLASSIFIEDS
are online @

www.cedarspringspost.com

Lost/found
animal ads

are free!

CLASSIFIEDS ARE ONLINE
@ www.cedarspringspost.com

CLASSIFIEDS
deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. 

• No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each 

additional word (pricing includes ad placement on our website)
Call the pOSt for more information at 616.696.3655

CLASSIFIEDS
deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. 

• No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each 

additional word (pricing includes ad placement on our website)
Call The POST for more information at 616.696.3655

EstatE
salE

Meet Snuggie!  
He is a 2 year old 
Dutch mix bunny!  
He needs a patient 
owner who will give 
him lots of love!  He 
is an independent 
rabbit who is litter 
box trained!  Come 
and meet him at 
Humane Society of 
West Michigan!

CLASSIFIEDS
deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. 

• No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each 

additional word (pricing includes ad placement on our website)
Call the pOSt for more information at 616.696.3655

Critter
Corner

GaraGE/Yard 
salEs

Help 
Wanted

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!616-696-3655 – 696-3655 –

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

aUCtION

sErvICEs

Homes 
for sale

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

roommate 
Wanted

lost & 
found

For more information on the Humane Society of West 
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077 

Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road during 
adoption hours or visit www.hswestmi.org.  

New 2012 adoption hours: 
Sunday and Monday: Closed,  

Tuesday - Friday: 2 pm - 7 pm, Saturday: 10 am - 4 pm

for sale

GOOd thINGs 
tO Eat

apartments 
for rent

C
la

ss
ifi

ed
s 

 W
or

kNarrow
Your 

Search
use the 

Cedar Springs
Post

Classifieds 

Critter
Corner

Expires 7/31/12  EHO.

RENT ME!

Apply online at: 
www.relocatemyhouse.com

$629

518 Hickory Lane 
Howard City

CALL TODAY!
(888) 244-8492

OR

SECURITY 
DEPOSIT 

START AT 
$499

Expires 7/31/12  EHO.

MOVE YOUR HOME 

FOR FREE

Apply online at: 
www.relocatemyhouse.com

$99
518 Hickory Lane in Howard City

CALL TODAY!
(888) 244-8492

OR

&

Incentive Extended! 
Start Saving $ Today!

MONTHLY 
SITE RENT 

FOR 3 YEARS!

Homes 
for rent

CEDARFIELD COMMUNITY
HOME OF THE WEEK
13621 Ladyslipper Lane

1,344 sq. ft. 
3 bedroom/2 bath

$25,000 
NEW LISTING!

Call for an appointment
 616-696-1100

Kent City: 
Kent Ridge Storage

5 x 10 - $25/month
up to

10 x 20 - $60/month
Lighted/Gated
NO DEPOSIT!
616-678-4329

Pay on time for 5 months
Get the 6th month FREE!

NEW OUTDOOR 
WOOD BOILER

$4,250
Heats up 
to 3,000 

sq. ft. 

No 
Creosote 
build up

(616) 551-0176
www.heissheaterscom

Packages & 

Financing 

Available

ELIMINATE YOUR 
HEATING BILLS 

OUTDOOR WOOD FURNACE 
from Central Boiler

Twin Ponds Alternative 
Heating Solutions

989-831-4890
 

Learn Play & Grow Daycare 
has openings for 1st shift. 
Starting Sept. 5th reopen-
ing 2nd & 3rd shift. Spots 
are limited so reserve now! 
616-696-3754.  #30p

CHild Care

2 Mausoleum crypts in Blythfield 
Memory Gardens, Northland Dr. 
south of Rockford. $1500 each. 
251-228-0600.  #30p

Mattress Set: Queen Pillowtop. 
New in plastic. $150. 616-805-
9282  #27-30p

Summer Special! Plan 
ahead and save. Get the 
2nd week at ½ price when 
running your garage 
– rummage sale for 2 
weeks. Expires 9/6/12.

THIS WEEK:

Big Sale 8935 21 Mile NE, 
Sand Lake. Furniture,m 
housewares, linens, cloth-
ing, crafts, silk flowers, sev-
eral wedding items, ping-
pong table, and more. July 
26th-27th 9-5. #29,30p

Sand Lake: Upper Lake Sales. 
July 27-28, 9 am, Simmons Ave. 
between 20 & 22 Mile Roads 
and Rau Drive. Several homes! 
NO PRIOR SALES!  #30p

13 Cottonwood Ave. Cedar 
Springs (White Creek Estates 
off White Creek Ave.) Sat. 
7/28, 8 am – 5 pm. Moving to 
assisted living. Selling 90 years 
accumulation!  #30p

Blueberries, Raspber-
ries, Black Raspberries 
and Currants. U-Pick or 
we pick. 3555 – 20 Mile 
Rd. Kent City, ½ mile west 
of Peach Ridge. Northridge 
Berries (formerly Afton’s). 
Open Mon. – Fri. 8 am – 
7 pm. Sat. 8 am – 2 pm. 
616-675-5919.  #28,29,30b

4 Bedroom mobile home for rent in 
Sand Lake. Very Nice! Tri-County 
School District. In the country. No 
pets. $700 plus deposit. Please 
call 616-802-7410.  #30p

Bass Lake – Gowen: Nice 4 
bedroom – 2 bath home. W/D 
hook-up. Recently remodeled, 
natural gas, central air, trash & 
appliances included. Greenville 
schools. Approved pets only. $950 
month plus deposit $950. Also 
have a 3 bedroom in the country 
that will soon be available. Cedar 
Springs or Tri-County Schools. 
Call 616-550-8493.  #30-33p

Meadowcreek Apart-
ments 1 and 2 bedrooms 
available, appliances fur-
nished, cathedral ceilings. 
300 Oak St. Cedar Springs. 
Call 616-249-1682. www.
meadowcreekapts.us .  
#tfnb

Rockford, Lake Bella Vista, 
Two bedroom, washer/dryer 
hook-up, covered deck, garage/
locked storage area , lake 
access. $600 per month $300 
deposit plus utilities. 616-696-
2505, 616-644-2505. #30p

Roommate Wanted: Cedar 
Springs, $320 month, utilities 
paid. 616-885-8099.  #28-31p

Found: Chrome Side Cover for 
motorcycle, found Sat. 7/7 just 
east of Old 131 (Northland Dr.) 
on 16 Mile Rd. Call 616-260-
2044. #28

Found: Log chain on Cedar 
Springs Ave. near Northland. 
Call 616-696-3055. #29

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Lost cats. One is tiger and white, 
named Eli, the other is long haired 
orange, named Koda. They are 
both neutered males and need 
medication. They have been 
missing since May 24. They were 
recently spotted wandering 16 mile 
and Ritchie in Cedar Springs. We 
miss them so much and want them 
back home. Please call 616-724-
7789 with any info or if found. #29

Lost: Dog, black & white female 
heeler, large tumor behind right 
front leg. Choke collar with purple 
dog bone tag. If found please call 
616-799-5643. #29

Lost: Dog, female Maltese, all 
white, about 6 lbs. Lost on July 4th 
in the area of Harvard and 15 Mile. 
Call 616-255-2425. #29

Lost: Dog, female Beagle mix, 
white and light brown, about 50 
lbs. Lost on July 4th in the area of 
18 Mile and Tisdel. She is partially 
deaf, but very afraid of fireworks. 
This dog CANNOT have a Rabies 
Vaccine as it will kill her. She is very 
allergic. Call 616-696-1935.  #28

Found: Kitten, female, long-haired 
gray/white tiger, appx. 6 weeks 
old. Found on Second St. in Cedar 
Springs. (616) 696-0167 or (616) 
328-9043. #29

Free to good home: Kittens, all 
orange, 8 weeks old. Call 616-255-
5316.  #27

Free to good home: 4 Kittens & 3 
yr. old mamma. Born April 1. Ready 
to pick up. 616-643-7148.  #27

 
Meet Credence - a 
1 year old Hound mix! 
He is a terrific dog 
who does great with 
other dogs and kids! 
He loves to be around 
people and enjoys 
sleeping surrounded by 
those who love him! 
Come and meet him 
at Humane Society of 
West Michigan!

PETS of 
the WEEk

Studies show that reading keeps 
the mind sharp. Give your brain a 
boost. Subscribe to the newspaper 

and expand your mind with a 
world of information.

P.O. Box 370 • 36 E. Maple St.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Call 696-3655 for details

Get a Guaranteed 
Subscription to 

The Post for only 
$25.00 per year!

One price for all - within or outside 
the 49319 zip code - same low price!
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Does Your Policy 
Fit Your Needs

Gebhardt Insurance Agency
14 S Main St., Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Phone: 696-9440 or 1-888-696-9440

Does Your 
Policy Fit 
Your Needs?

hink you’re paying less? 
You might be paying more. 
Insurance isn’t just about the price. 
It’s about the customers and their unique needs. It’s about having 
the right protection for what’s important to you. Talk to your local, 
independent agent today about Safe. Sound. Secure.® protection 
from Auto-Owners Insurance Company. They can help tailor a 
policy that fits your needs. 

Go to www.auto-owners.com to locate an agent in your neighborhood.

12323 (3-07)
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www.auto-owners.com

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

PETS of 
the WEEk

Ed Koehn Collision Center
4650 14 Mile Rd NE Rockford, MI 49341

Jack Price | Collision Operations Manager
Office 616-866-9511 | Cell: 616-644-7218 

jackprice@edkoehn.com

“Promise Made - Promise Kept!”

WHO DECIDES FOR YOU?
Let us look at how most scenarios play out after an accident. First we will assume you have full 
coverage insurance on you vehicle and you will be filing a claim with your agent or insurance 
carrier. You make the call to your local agent or maybe an “800” number provided by your car-
rier (if you’re in an accident) and the process begins! The law in the State of Michigan is very 
clear on this next statement “the customer has the right to select the repair facility”. With that 
being said, what you should hear on the other line of the phone is, “IS EVERYONE OK?” which 
to me and I am sure your agent as well, would be the most important of all questions.  The next 
question that should be asked, “Do you know where you want your vehicle repaired?  If you 
do, simply let your agent or insurance carrier know and that should be all that is needed to get 
your vehicle on its way to being repaired. I am aware some insurance companies use wording 
to try and get you to their shop of choice (they walk a fine line when doing so) even after you 
make it known where you want your vehicle repair. By you making the decision you maintain 
control of how your vehicle will be repaired. The only time anyone should guide you towards 
a shop is if you have no idea yourself. You might be thinking to yourself “I don’t know anything 
about collision work or what to look for in making my own decision”. Well that’s where I can of-
fer some help. The following information should help you in making an informed decision.

1.  Is the facility registered and licensed in the State of Michigan?
2. Is the facility involved in continuous training for all of their employees?
3.  Is the facility up to date with the tools and equipment needed to work on today’s ve-

hicles?
4.  Does the facility offer lifetime warranty on their repairs?
5.  Does the facility offer free loaners while your vehicle is being repaired?
6.  Does the facility offer electronic measuring for your vehicle? Why is this important?
A.  Uni-body vehicles have up to a 3mm tolerance in structural alignments for proper fit-

ting of repaired or replacement parts
B.  Full Frame vehicle allow up to 5mm tolerance for repair fit and finish.

Why is this important? The shop has two options:
1.  Measure with factory authorized equipment that meets or exceeds the manufactures 

requirements and gets your vehicle back to its pre-loss condition (absolutely nothing 
compares to computerize measuring equipment)      OR?

2.  Eye ball it and drill, slot, twist, pull or whatever it takes to look good.  Not sure about you 
but I like option number 1

Ed Koehn Collision Center offers and or meets all of the above, except the eye ball concept. I 
would never want anyone to repair my vehicle that way and neither should you.

NEXT MONTH—Accessorizing your vehicle

Driving smart can mean significant savings at the gas pump
(NAPS)—As gas prices 

continue to fluctuate, it’s al-
ways a good time to evaluate 
your driving habits and take 
steps to keep yourself and 
your car on the road to sav-
ings at the pump. 

To demonstrate the 10 com-
mon mistakes that drivers 
make to affect fuel economy, 
General Motors conducted 
a driving test. Two of their 
fuel economy engineers, Ann 
Wenzlick and Beth Nunning, 
drove identical Chevrolet 
Cruze LTs on a typical work-
day commute. They each 
drove 20 minutes with city 
and highway driving, includ-
ing a stop for coffee. 

Wenzlick averaged 37 
miles per gallon using ef-
ficient driving habits and by 
maintaining her car and Nun-
ning averaged 21 miles per 
gallon. On average, that was 
a $100 price difference at 
the pump. Here are some of 
their tips based on what they 
learned:

• Get out of the drive-
through lane. Idling for 15 
minutes burns through about 
a quarter of a gallon of gas. 
Parking your car and going 
into the store to get what you 
want can actually help to save 
money on gas.

• Take it easy. Jump-
ing on the gas at every light, 

only to hit the 
brakes, isn’t 
going to get 
you home any 
faster. How-
ever, driving 
smoothly can 
improve your 
mile age by 20 
percent. 

• D r i v e 
70, not 80. It 
may not sound 
like much, but 
it’s likely a 10-
mph difference 
can save you 
up to four miles 
per gallon when driving on 
the highway. 

• Use cruise control. 
It turns out that maintaining 
a constant speed over time 
is much more efficient than 
speeding up and slowing 
down over and over again. 

• Roll up the windows. 
At slower speeds, turning off 
the air-conditioning can save 
you a little, but on the high-
way, it’s better to roll up the 
windows. If the windows are 
down, the increased air pres-
sure can slow the car and 
consume more energy than 
air-conditioning will.

• Get rid of that extra 
stuff in the trunk of your car. 
Every 100 pounds of weight 
you carry in the car can re-

duce fuel economy by 2 per-
cent. 

• Don’t ignore the 
“check engine” light. Seri-
ous engine problems can cut 
your fuel economy by up to 
40 percent.

• Try to bundle your er-
rands. Plan ahead. An engine 
at operating temperature can 
be up to 50 percent more ef-
ficient than a cold engine. So, 
when possible, it’s much bet-
ter to run five errands in an af-
ternoon than running one er-
rand every day of the week. 

• Make your tires last. 
Properly inflated tires will 
improve your fuel economy 
and they will last longer. Also, 
rotate tires at manufacturer-
recommended intervals. 

• Use the grade of mo-
tor oil recommended for your 
vehicle; the same goes for the 
octane level of gasoline. Mo-
tor oil that says “Energy Con-
serving” on the performance 
symbol of the American 
Petroleum Institute contains 
friction-reducing additives 
that can improve fuel econo-
my. 

For most cars, the recom-
mended gasoline is regular 
octane. In most cases, using 
a higher-than-recommended-
octane gas offers no benefit—
and costs more. 

• Ditch the roof orna-
ments. At highway speeds, 
up to a third of your fuel is 
used to overcome wind resis-
tance, so even small changes 

Absolute Comfort 
Mechanical Contractors

Grant, MI
231-652-5286

to your vehicle’s aerodynam-
ics can have a big impact in 
fuel economy.

• It pays to be prudent. 
According to Roger Clark, 
manager of the GM Energy 
Center, “With a well-main-
tained car, the best drivers get 
up to 25 percent more miles 
per gallon than average. 
When you combine a poorly 
maintained car with ineffi-
cient driving habits, the fuel 
economy of the worst drivers 
can be 50 percent below aver-

age.”
Clark added, “The fuel 

economy of every vehicle 
is greatly affected by how 
you drive and how you care 
for your vehicle. Often, rela-
tively small changes to your 
driving habits and vehicle 
maintenance can make the 
difference between being on 
the bottom or the top of the 
fuel-economy scale.” 

To learn more and for more 
tips, visit www.chevrolet.
com.
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CLASSIFIEDS 
ARE ONLINE

Alpha
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Eating
...continued from page 9


