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Men arrested Crash injures two in Spencer Township
for breaking Vehicle later catches fire
and entering

Two Cedar Springs men
were arrested Tuesday after breaking into a home
in Montcalm County and
stealing plumbing for scrap
metal.
According to the Montcalm County Sheriff Department, the crime occurred in the 8000 block
of N. Maple Hill Road, in
Reynolds Township. The
two men broke into a vacant home and a neighbor
spotted them removing
things from the house and
confronted them. When
they couldn’t answer questions about the homeowner,
he became suspicious and
called the police.
The men fled the scene
on foot, and were later
located by deputies. The
men, ages 22 and 32, were
arrested about 12:47 p.m.,
on charges of breaking and
entering and possession of
burglary tools. They were
lodged in the Montcalm
County jail. Their names
were being held until after
arraignment, and had not
yet been released at press
time.

This photo shows a pickup and SUV after they collided at 17 Mile and
Lincoln Lake. Photo courtesy of brothers Wesley and Raymond Lewis.

Two people were sent to
the hospital Monday morning, July 6, when a pickup
and an SUV collided at 17
Mile and Lincoln Lake Av-

enue, in Spencer Township.
According to the Kent
County Sheriff Department,
the vehicle traveling on 17
Mile failed to stop at the

This SUV caught fire while up on the wrecker. Photo courtesy of Gary Welch.

stop sign. Both drivers were
transported to the hospital
with unknown injuries.
The SUV later caught
fire, while up on the wreck-

er. Gary Welch, of Spencer Township, was passing
by about 12:15 p.m. and
snapped a photo of the
blaze for us.

The Sheriff Department
said the accident is still under investigation, and they
were not releasing any other
information at this time.

Sand Lake celebrates July 4th
People came from near and far to celebrate the Fourth of July in Sand Lake.
The village held its annual celebration
July 1-5, with carnival rides, a kiddies day,
greased pig contest, rodeo, demolition derby, grand parade, fireworks, live music,
classic car show, and more.
For more photos, check out our website
at www.cedarspringspost.com.

Post photos by J. Reed.

Local man finalist for Michigan teacher of the year
By Judy Reed

Cedar Springs High School teacher Dave
Stuart was recently honored by the State of
Michigan as one of five finalists for Michigan Teacher of the Year.
He finished as a runner up, out of 487 applicants.
“It’s a huge honor,” said Stuart, who teaches history and English to incoming freshmen.
The Michigan Teacher of the Year is selected by a committee that reviews applications from teachers throughout Michigan.
Applicants submit biographies and written
essays that describe educational history; professional development activities; philosophy
of teaching; and thoughts on emerging edu-

Dave Stuart receiving his award.

Pictured L-R: Cedar Springs Superintendent Laura
VanDuyn, teacher Dave Stuart, CSHS Principal Ron
Behrenwald, Anne Kostus Director of Academic Services at CSHS, and retired Michigan Superintendent
Mike Flanagan.

cation trends and issues.
Stuart said that he was nominated anonymously by someone last fall, and after going
through several rounds, he was invited to be
a finalist in April.
The top honor went to Rick Joseph, a fifth/
sixth grade teacher at Birmingham Covington School.
“I wasn’t really disappointed that I didn’t
win,” he said. “It went to such a deserving
guy.”
Stuart said one thing he noticed about all
the teachers vying for Michigan Teacher of
the Year is that they all had a compelling story. “There are a lot of great teachers out there,
teacher - continues on page 2
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Movie in the park The Post travels to Maui
and sidewalk
sales this weekend
The Cedar Springs Area Chamber of Commerce is kicking off
their monthly themed sidewalk
sales this weekend with a movie
in the park on Friday night, followed by sidewalk sales on Saturday, with the theme “Christmas in July.”
On Friday, July 10, the movie
“Polar Express” will be shown
at Morley Park and start just before dark. Gather up the family
and bring lawn chairs and/or blankets to enjoy
this free movie in the park.
On Saturday, July 11, check out some great deals at sidewalk
sales in front of local businesses. There will also be a free hot
yoga demo class at 9 a.m. at Kin of Hope Natural Health Dance/
Fitness Studio, located at 90 N. Main, above Perry’s Place. Find
out how to win a free bike at the Chamber’s booth in the parking
lot in front of the Cedar Chest Retail Shop and Curves/Jenny
Craig. Bicycles will be given away at the August movie in the
park just before the movie starts. There will also be a dunk tank
at the corner of Elm and Main from 11:30 to 3 p.m.

City to start water
and sewer work
By Judy Reed

City residents and those traveling in and around the city
of Cedar Springs will soon see various roads closed for water and sewer work.
The city’s 2015 utility reconstruction project is set to
begin on July 20, and end in November. According to the
city’s Department of Public Works Director, Tom Stressman, the city will replace antiquated sewer lines and construct a new water main on Muskegon Street.
Phase 1 will begin on July 20, with the reconstruction of
Cherry Street, from Main Street to just east of Park Street,
and then Park Street from Cherry to Ash Street.
Phase 2 will include reconstruction of Ash Street, from
Park Street to Ann Street, Ann Street from Ash to Beech
Street, and Linda Street from the Beech Street intersection.
Phase 3 will be water main construction along Muskegon
Street from Red Hawk Drive to the well fields.
Phase 4 will include sanitary sewer lining and spot repairs around the city.
During phase 1 and 2, residents will be able to get in and
out, even when the road is torn up. “Dean’s Excavating
(who is doing the work) has to provide access at all times,”
explained Stressman. “At least one side will be passable.”
At times the water may be disconnected, but Stressman
said that they will alert residents ahead of time. “We will try
to keep the water outage minimal,” he said. He also noted
that residents may get brown water every now and then. “It
will clear up if they let the water run,” he said.
Phases 1 and 2 will include removing the existing road
surface, aggregate base and sub-base, and installing new
sanitary sewer, storm sewer and water main and reconnection of sewer and water services.
Residents can expect replacement of the asphalt road, aggregate and sub-base materials, curb and gutter, and drive
approaches, as well as topsoil placement, seeding, and
pavement markings and signage.
Stressman said most of Main Street will get the new sanitary sewer lining. “It’s pretty cool to see. It’s like a resin
sock turned inside out and pushed through the sewer main.
Steam blows it up. It’s like putting a resin pipe inside the
sewer line. Then a robot goes inside to cut holes to the laterals. There’s no major construction with it.”
The total cost of the project is $2.6 million.
Those with questions can call Tom Stressman at City Hall
at 696-1330.

Your
local floor-covering
Your hometown
floor-covering store
store
for
years
for 34
33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive

616-866-2748
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Rotary celebrates members
On Wednesday, June 17, the Cedar Springs
Rotary Club ended the fiscal year with a grand
celebration. Carolyn Davis, concluding her
term as club president, thanked her fellow Rotarians and non-Rotarians for a fun and successful year. Davis thanked the entire club saying, “It takes everyone stepping up to do their
part in order for this club to be successful in
their avenues of service.” She did recognize a
few for their special assistance in various capacities to include Pat Capek, Program Chair;
John Rohrer, Foundation Chair; Kim Burge,
Treasurer and Grant Writer; Donna Clark, Assistant Secretary; Jane Webster, Food Service;
Dan Davis, faithful supporter of all events; and
Sue Wolfe, Community Relations.

Five Cedar Springs Rotarians became multiple-level Paul Harris Fellows. From left to
right is past district governor Jim White; Karen Noreen representing her father, Tom
Noreen; Denise Gates; Amanda Gerhardt; Kim Burge; and Ron McDermed.
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Pictured is Gage Lundquist (Left) with his brothers and sister (L to R) Dakota, Chasyn (with the Post), Dylan and Sophia Winchel, in Maui.

Gage Lundquist, 12, and
his family traveled with
the Post on a “Make-aWish” trip to Maui, Hawaii, last week. Gage is
an eighth-grader at Cedar
Springs Middle School.
“He battled leukemia all
last summer in the hospi-

tal, so this was a huge deal
to our family,” explained
his mom, Kristen Winchel.
“He asked to bring the Post
along for a snap shot.”
While in Maui, the family
went parasailing, took a bus
tour of the island, and experienced an authentic luau.

They also visited the aquarium, where they saw sharks
and sea turtles, and did lots
of swimming in the ocean,
both day and night!
Thank you, Gage, for taking us with you! We’re glad
you had fun!
Are you going on vaca-

tion? Take the Post with
you and snap some photos.
Then send them to us with
some info to news@cedarspringspost.com or mail
them to Post travels, PO
Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI
49319. We will be looking
for yours!

American Legion
rifle winner

The Sons of The American Legion, Glen Hill Squadron
287, of Cedar Springs would like to congratulate Gordon
Frost. Gordon’s winning ticket for their Rifle Raffle was
drawn on July 4.  Pictured are SAL Finance Officer Keith
Tyler, Gordon Frost holding his new Remington .270, and
“Squadron Mom” Pat Merlington.

Teacher
...continued from front page

but being Michigan Teacher of the Year is not about being the
best; it’s about being someone who can represent and speak for
all teachers in the state,” he explained. “There are 10 teachers in
my hallway that are better teachers than me.”
The Michigan Department of Education has used this award
annually to honor Michigan’s exemplary educators. The State
Board of Education honors the Michigan Teacher of the Year
with a seat at the Board table during its regular monthly meetings,
and to engage in the discussions on moving Michigan’s system of
education forward.
Stuart said that it was kind of a relief not to win, because the
Teacher of the Year spends a lot of time out of the classroom.
“I’m really excited about teaching and my writing on the side,”
he explained. “It fulfills me.”
Cedar Springs High School principal Ron Behrenwald called
Stuart a “highly effective teacher, who provides not only high
quality instruction for his students day in and day out, but one
who also develops character strengths in his students, such as
curiosity, grit, zest for life, gratitude, and self control. Our Tech
21 Freshmen Academy students have a deep appreciation for Mr.
Stuart and the way he ‘brings it’ everyday in his classroom.”

Berkshire
hathaway
home services

Duane Green
RealtoR®

Michigan real estate
502 Northland Dr Ne
Rockford, MI 49341
Dir: 616-884-2309
duanegreen@bhhsmi.com

DuaneGreen.BHHSMichiganRealestate.com

U.S. Veteran proudly serving
area veterans and their families

Stuart released a book last year dealing the English/Language
art side of the common core. It’s called “A non-freaked out guide
to teaching the common core.” He also has a website www.teachingthecore.com.
“He has put a tremendous amount of personal and professional
time in studying the English common core to create purposeful
meaning from it and develop practical approaches for students
…” noted Behrenwald. “Mr Stuart has even created his own blog
to share his thinking with other educators and last year started
traveling the professional development circuit speaking with
school districts and faculty across the country about the common
core and his practical approaches to it.”
Stuart is humbled by the support he has received from both the
administration and his peers. “My career has changed so drastically since coming to Cedar Springs,” he remarked. “There are so
many seriously intelligent and caring teachers and administrators
here. There are some highly supportive folks, who helped make
this happen. I feel rich beyond measure.”
“The students, faculty, staff, and administration of Cedar
Springs High School could not be prouder of Mr. Stuart’s accomplishment as one of the 2015 Michigan Teacher of the Year
Runners-up,” said Behrenwald. “I encourage the greater Cedar
Springs community to join us in celebrating not only the outstanding teacher we have in Mr. Stuart for our school age children
to learn from, but also to have Mr. Stuart and his family living and
serving in our community.”
When we talked, Stuart was flying out to Philadelphia for the
kickoff of a $10,000 research grant he received having to do with
building character in students—which is another one of his passions.
The other educators selected as state-level finalists for the
Michigan Teacher of the Year Award are Mr. Michael Craig, special education and agriculture teacher, Charles R. Drew Transition Center, Detroit Public Schools; Mrs. Emily Pohlonski, science teacher, Novi High School, Novi Community Schools; and
Mr. Luke Wilcox, math teacher, East Kentwood High School,
Kentwood Public Schools.

Family members of Rotarian Sue Wolfe were recognized. From
left to right is Past District Governor Jim White; Sue Wolfe;
Sue’s husband Tim Wolfe; Sue’s daughter Katie Wolfe Trolla;
and her daughter-in-law Krista, representing Sue’s son, Nick.

The family of Jack and Marge Clark (center) were in attendance to see them
receive their award.

Davis herself was recently presented the Governors Citation Award at the District Conference held in Traverse City.
She was one of only two club presidents in our district of
60-plus clubs to be recognized for her outstanding service
and leadership as a president.

Spots open for
Adopt-A-Highway
cleanup Fast facts:
July 11-19

• The second Adopt-A-Highway of the
year is July 11-19.
• Over the past 25 years, Adopt-AHighway volunteers have collected
about 70,000 bags of litter annually.
• In 2014 alone, Adopt-A-Highway
cleanups generated a $5 million
value for state taxpayers.
• Sections of highway are still
available to adopt. Go to www.
michigan.gov/adoptahighway for
more information.

Thousands of AdoptA-Highway volunteers
will be back picking up
litter along state roadways starting Saturday,
July 11, as they’ve done
each summer since
1990. Participants in the
popular Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) program will clean highway roadsides from
July 11 to 19 during the second of three scheduled pickups
this year.
“This year marks a quarter century of outstanding community service from groups in the Adopt-A-Highway program,” said State Transportation Director Kirk T. Steudle.
“For 25 years, these volunteer crews have given a big financial boost to MDOT, and the entire state. They’re performing an important job that we simply couldn’t otherwise
afford.
Every year, Adopt-A-Highway volunteers collect about
70,000 bags of trash, for a total of more than 2 million bags
in 25 years. Last year alone, Adopt-A-Highway cleanups
generated a $5 million value for state taxpayers.
Getting involved in the program is straightforward. Volunteers include members of civic groups, businesses and
families. Crew members have to be at least 12 years old
and each group must include at least three people. Groups
are asked to adopt a section of highway for at least two
years. There is no fee to participate. Adopt-A-Highway
signs bearing group names are posted along the stretches of
adopted highway.
When working in a highway right of way, Adopt-A-Highway volunteers wear high-visibility, yellow-green safety
vests required by federal regulations. MDOT provides free
vests and trash bags, and arranges to haul away the trash.
Sections of highway are still available for adoption. Interested groups can get more information at www.michigan.
gov/adoptahighway.
The year’s final Adopt-A-Highway pickup is scheduled
for the fall, from Sept. 26 to Oct. 4.

The current Rotary District Governor, Al Bonney, was not
able to attend the awards meeting due to medical reasons
but sent a pre-recorded video message that was played. In
addition, Past District Governor (PDG), Jim White, was in
attendance and made presentations of the prestigious Paul
Harris Fellow Award (PHFA) to five Cedar Springs RotarRotary - continues on page 13

MSP Reports
decrease in fatal
accidents over
holiday

According to preliminary results from the Michigan State Police, five people lost their lives in
five separate traffic crashes during
the 2015
Fourth of July holiday weekend. That’s down from last
year, where 12 people died in 11 traffic crashes over the
holiday weekend.
“These numbers are preliminary and only reflect those
fatalities reported to the MSP as of 1 p.m. on Monday, July
6, 2015,” stated F/Lt. Jim Flegel, acting commander of the
MSP Training Division. “The preliminary numbers show
a decrease in fatalities from this same holiday period last
year. The MSP continues to urge motorists not to drink and
drive, to always use proper restraints and to drive safely.”
The 2015 Fourth of July holiday weekend ran from 6
p.m. on Thursday, July 2, through 11:59 p.m. on Sunday,
July 5, 2015.
“Throughout the summer months, troopers will continue
to be on the lookout for motorists who are unbelted and exhibiting dangerous driving behaviors,” Flegel added. “Our
goal is to reduce traffic fatalities and injuries on Michigan
roads.”
The summer-long traffic safety campaign Michigan
Summer of Safety focuses on awareness of motorcycle,
pedestrian, bicycle and child passenger safety. Additional
information and free Michigan Summer of Safety materials
can be found on the Michigan Office of Highway Safety
Planning website.
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spiritual notes • announcements • memories

Pastor Tom Holloway
Solon Center Wesleyan
Church
15671 Algoma, Cedar Springs
(just north of 19 Mile)

Farewell to Red Flannel
Town

As I sit here to write my last “From the Pulpit” article, I am
trying to find a way to say goodbye to the city I love and try to
tie it into some scripture passage, but I can’t. I think I actually
could, because there are many examples like Paul wanting to
finish well, and how Joshua had to be courageous when he took
the mantle from Moses. But the reality is, I want to express my
gratefulness and use every word to say goodbye to the community I love.
My family and I moved here in 2003 from East Lansing, when
I left my job at Michigan State University, and took a job in
Rockford, as a part-time youth pastor. It was a huge step of faith
for my wife and I to go from a career that we loved, in coaching gymnastics, to a career that I knew very little about and had

almost no experience in. We left the comfort of a good salary
to go to a profession that prides itself on shunning the things of
the world, for a life of submission. God has provided through
the ups and downs of ministry, and he has allowed us to be in a
good place.
In March, things began to change for us. We felt God calling
us to explore the option of planting a church in South Carolina. I
don’t have enough space to describe that whole process, but God
has put us in a position of leaning and trusting on Him. So, it is
with much fear and trepidation (but also great excitement) that
we will be taking a small church in South Carolina, on August 1.
My last Sunday at Solon Center Wesleyan Church will be July
26, and I would love to have you in attendance to say goodbye
to me, my wife Kim Holloway, and our three children, Taylor,
Christian, and Jackson.
When I first came to Cedar Springs I didn’t know much about
it. I was pastoring in Rockford, but we liked the feel of Cedar
Springs and we really liked our neighborhood. We first fell in
love with the community, when my daughter came to school as
a first grade student with Mrs. Cook and she explained to us that
Taylor was far behind in her reading. We thought she was doing
well in East Lansing, but that was not the case. Taylor moved
quickly into the GATORS program, (which my wife taught for a
few years later,) and she began to accelerate her reading abilities
and soon became a great reader. It was then that my wife and
I knew that Cedar Springs Public Schools really cared for my
daughter, and that would continue for the next 11-1/2 years. Our
family has grown to love the schools, sports, and the community.
farewell - continues on page 6

ChurchDirectory
Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church

M-46

org
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell

N. to Sand Lake

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
19 Mile Road

Algoma Ave.

Cedar Springs

US-131

S. to G.R.

SummerDoug
Worship
- 10AM
Pastor
DiBell
&

Senior
Pastor
Tom
Holloway
Pastor Tom
Holloway,
Music/Youth

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church
10 am Sunday worship
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont

(corner of Pine Island, 1/4 mile west of Exit 95 of US 131)

www.holyspiritbelmont.org

JuneJune-August
thru August

616-696-3229

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

St. John Paul II Parish

A Warm and Welcoming Catholic Community
3110 17 Mile Road | Cedar Springs, MI | 696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

New Ideas, Traditional Worship

Fb a p tii s trc husr c h
of ced ar spr ing s

135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Grant & Oak)

616.696.2970
www.thespringschurch.info

Worship Every Sunday at 10:30am
810 17 Mile Road, Cedar Springs
at the corner of 17 Mile and Olin Lakes

www.cscalvary.org
(616) 222-5020

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM
Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com
696-3560

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Thursday 6:30 PM

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays at 3:00 pm

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL

North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh

(Since 1946) Non-Denominational
pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm
Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd.













sunday Worship: 10 aM

Bible study: 11:15 aM Monday

enhance
fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f




Pastor: Robert Eckert
866-4298
www.coumc.com






Cedar Springs Christian Church

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational
www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

MondayS:
open prayer
7-8 pM














on CTA property*
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The Church of God Fellowship Group of Michigan
is affiliated with...

1763 Stumpf Blvd. • Gretna, LA 70056
(504) 367-2005 • www.thecogmi.org

Pastor Craig S. Carter

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta, MI 49345

616.550.6398

Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
Nursery & Children Ministry Provided
www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY

West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.
MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Services at Cedarfield
Community
Center Center
at Cedarfield
Community
Cedar Springs 3592 Services
173592
Mile17RD
NERd.
(Next
Meijer)
Mile
NEto
(Next
to Meijer)
616.696.1180
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Phone: 696-9120
Phone: 696-9120
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
*NOT affiliated with
10AM, 10AM,
6PM 6PM
Sunday Sunday
Services:
Services:
Creative Technologies
Pastor:Pastor:
Jim Alblas
Jim Alblas
Academy (CTA)

SUMMER
SUnday
SchEdUlE!

SUNDAY
SCHEDULE:
SUMMER
SUnday
SchEdUlE!

10:00
a.m.
WoRShIP
SERVIcE
10:00
a.m.
WORSHIP
10:00
a.m.
WoRShIP
SERVIcE



Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

340 W. pine St. Pioneer Christian Reformed Church









SundayS:
10:30 a.M.

Sabbath Services are held the 2nd thru 5th
Saturdays of the month at the
Comfort Inn - 4155 28th St. SE.
Services begin at 1:00 p.m.

Minister Bruce Chapman (616) 636-9209

Phillip E. and Sue Ann (Grannis) Harrison of Cedar
Springs will celebrate their 50th wedding anniversary on
Friday July 10, 2015 with a family dinner and a celebration
with family and friends on Saturday.
Phil and Sue met in 1962. They attend Cedar Springs
United Methodist Church where they were married on July
10, 1965.
.
Phil is retired after working 30+ years as a sheet metal
journeyman. He loves his 1955 Chevy ambulance and 1957
Chevy convertible, is an avid hunter and teaches hunter
safety classes. Sue is a retired English and Drama teacher
who worked most of her 30 years at Cedar Springs High
School. She directs church choir, is active in Women’s Club
and Community Players, and sings with the Grand Rapids
Sweet Adelines Chorus.
Phil and Sue have two children: Scott (Sherry) Harrison
and Amy (Craig) Emenaker. They have five granddaughters:
Emma Harrison, Jordan and Rachel Ackerman, and Mira
and Maeve Emenaker.

Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

Pastor Craig T. Owens

http://craigtowens.com

PHILLIP & SUE HARRISON

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm

Summer Service Time 10:30 AM
Memorial Day Weekend
thru Labor Day Weekend

(616)784-1111

50TH Anniversary

Rockford Springs Community Church

Safer among
the Christian
savages
The Barna Group, a long-tenured
research organization, tracks the role
of faith within American culture. One of their recent studies sought to determine “Bible-Mindedness” in this country’s largest cities. Their rubric was simple: Participants who
strongly asserted the “Bible to be accurate in the principles it
teaches” were considered “Bible-Minded.” Those who did not
meet this standard were deemed to be “unbiblical.”
Per the study, the most unbiblical city in America is Providence, Rhode Island. This should come as no surprise, given
Rhode Island’s history. The state, founded by Roger Williams,
began as a haven for those who had been mistreated by strict
Biblicists—“Bible-Minded” people—who embraced a hardsavages - continues on page 12

Bliss-Witters & Pike

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.
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Happy 10TH
Anniversary

Mike & Belinda
Sanderson
July 9, 2005 to July 9, 2015
You are the
Peanut to my butter
Water to my ocean
Glaze on my donut
Spring in my step
Twinkle in my eye
Blue in my sky
Cherry to my sundae
Sweet in my dreams
Flip to my flop
Beat of my heart
Cheese to my macaroni
Best to my friend
Love of my life

Mike,
I know we’ve had our ups and downs but
everything we’ve been through has made us
stronger and I want you to know that you
complete me. I love you!
Love, your wife, Belinda

HAPPY 28TH BIRTHDAY
JOE (JO JO) CASTINE
July 14, 2015

DELORES MARIE
WILLIAMS

Dolores Marie
(Branch)
Williams, 89, of
Cedar Springs,
went home to
be with her Lord
and Savior Jesus
Christ on Friday,
July 3, 2015
at Twin Oaks
Retirement
Home, Gowen,
with family by
her side. Dolores was born on April 17, 1926 in
Lockport, New York, the daughter of J. Weldon
and Olivia (Christensen) Branch. The family
lived in various places but settled in Trufant,
Michigan in her teen years. She graduated from
Lakeview High School in 1944 as Valedictorian
of her class. On February 3, 1946, she married
Edward L. Williams in Constantine, Michigan.
They eventually settled in Cedar Springs. She
was a hardworking, loving mother that raised
four boys. She came to know Jesus Christ as
her Savior along with her boys at Cedar Springs
Baptist Church where she was a long time
member. Her favorite pastimes were reading
the Bible and the newspaper, gardening and
collecting antiques. In their retirement, Dolores
and her husband had a rabbitry where they
enjoyed many great times with their customers
who they sold rabbits to. After her husband
passed away, she sold printing for Arrow Swift
Printing of Greenville for seven years. Later,
she had a small antique shop in her home. She
will be greatly missed by her four sons, Edward
and Judy Williams of Greenville, Dr. George
and Lisa Williams, Bill and Linda Williams of
Scotts and Robin Williams of Holland; a sister,
Peggy Ryckman of Owosso; 13 grandchildren;
nine great grandchildren; and several nieces
and nephews. She was preceded in death by
her husband of 34 years, Edward L. Williams;
her parents, J. Weldon and Olivia Branch; a
brother, Jeff Branch and his wife, Marjorie; and
brother-in-law, Irwin Ryckman. A celebration
of her life will be held Saturday, July 11, at
11:00 AM at Calvary Baptist Church, 12501
Montcalm Ave. NE, Greenville, Michigan.
Rev. R. Mark Shaw will officiate. A luncheon
will follow in the fellowship hall. The family
would like to extend a special thank you to
the owners and staff of Twin Oaks Retirement
Home and Great Lakes Caring Hospice for
their loving care of our mother and support
to our family. They are all very special people
(angels). Memorial contributions in Dolores’
memory can be made to Cedar Springs Baptist
Church. Hurst Funeral Home is serving the
Williams family, and messages of condolence
may be sent via www.hurstfh.com.
Arrangements by Hurst Funeral Home,
Greenville

A marriage may be made in
heaven, but the maintenance
must be done on earth.

Pastor David Vander Meer

5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

www.rockfordsprings.org

Sunday WorShip
9:30am • 5:00pm

SAND LAKE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673

Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am

HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~
Call Crystal Gould 616-636-5615

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410
Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

Page 5

Nevertheless let every one of you in particular so love his wife even
as himself; and the wife see that she reverence her husband.
Ephesians 5:33
From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

VIRGINIA M. CONNOR

Virginia M. Connor, 91 of Covenant Village,
Grand Rapids,
formerly
of
Cedar Springs,
passed away
Monday, July 6,
2015. Virginia
was born July
27, 1923 on
the family farm
in
Algoma
Township the
daughter
of
Lewis “Jack”
and Marie (Colby) Pennington. She
graduated from Sparta High School and was
a longtime member of the Cedar Springs
United Methodist Church. She loved music
and enjoyed singing in the choir at church for
many years. Virginia and her husband lived
on a farm west of Cedar Springs. She was
a homemaker for 62 years and her family
was most important to her. Surviving are
her children, Carol Connor, Connie (Clare)
Kidder, Bill (Peg) Connor, Marilyn (Mike)
Slater; grandchildren, David Kidder, Laura
(Ben) Courtright, Robert Connor, Andrea
(Brian Nadeau) Connor, Stephen Connor,
Katie (Chris) Bond, Sarah Bakhan, Todd
(Ashley) Slater; 11 great grandchildren.
She was preceded in death by her husband
Robert on the same date, July 6 in 1998
and a sister, Ruth Humphreys. The family
will greet friends Thursday, July 9 from
10:00 am until time of service at 11:00
am at the Cedar Springs United Methodist
Church. Pastor Steve Lindeman officiating.
Private family interment at Blythefield
Memory Gardens, Belmont. In lieu of
flowers memorials may be made to the
Cedar Springs United Methodist Church or
Habitat for Humanity.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs.

HERBERT T. WELcH
July 27, 1930 – July 9, 2012

In loving memory of our father and
grandfather, who passed away 3 years ago.
We will always remember the happiness
and fun times you brought to our lives.
Love,
Mike, Sarah and Terry, Jane and Nick,
Jenna, Brian, Luke, Jake, and Molly

Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memories

is online @
w w w. c e d a r s p r i n g s p o s t . c o m
at home or away...
we’re just a click away!

MARIAN L. OSECH

Marian L. Osech, age 84, of Cedar Springs,
passed away on July 4, 2015. She was known to
many as “Ma” and had an open door for everyone.
She enjoyed routine trips to the casino. She was
strong willed, independent, and when times
were tough, she knew to say something to make
you laugh. She enjoyed being a part of everyday
life with her grandchildren, Stacy (CJ) Meade;
and great grandchildren, Joseph, Matthew,
and Jacob. She was preceded in death by her
husband of 36 years, Roger; son, Skeet; two
grandchildren, Patrick and Christopher Conway;
brother in law, Ken Lockard. Marian will be
greatly missed by her five children, Christie
(Henry) Slagter, Deric (Terry) Osech, Leslie
Osech, Sherri (Alan) Oberlin, Shelly Osech; 10
grandchildren; 13 great grandchildren; sisters,
Bertha Lockard, Karen (Bill) Barnum, Shirley
(Roy) Joppie, and Sandra (George) Kenney;
several nieces and nephews. Friends met the
family at the funeral home on Wednesday, July
8, 6 to 9 p.m. Graveside services will be held
on Thursday, 11:00 a.m. at Solon Township
Cemetery, 18 Mile at Algoma Ave.
Arrangements by Hessel Cheslek Funeral
Home www.hesselcheslek.com

Jerome Albert Ratz

Mr. Jerome Albert Ratz of
Alma, Michigan, formerly
of Cedar Springs, age 89,
has completed all the
designs laid down
on the Trestleboard
of Life on Sunday,
July 5, 2015, and
has answered the
summons of the Grand Warden of Heaven
and Earth and has entered into the Grand Lodge
over which the Supreme Grand Master of the
Universe presides. Jerome was born to Albert
and Margaret Ratz on Tuesday, March 30, 1926,
in Grosse Pointe Farms, Michigan. He was
preceded in death by his parents; and beloved
wife Annabelle M. Ratz. Jerry and Ann lived a
majority of their lives in the Grand Rapids area
and Lakeland, Florida with his resent residence
being Alma, MI. As a truehearted countryman,
Jerome proudly and courageously served his
flag and country in the United States Army
during the final years of World War II. Jerome
was always active and incredibly proud of his
service with the freemasons. He was a lifemember of Masonic Lodge #344 of Sparta, MI,
a life-member of Peninsular Chapter #65 OES,
a member of Saladin Shriner’s Big Wheels and
a PABG Job’s Daughters Bethel #10. He also
worked most of his life as a television repair man,
eventually retiring from the Kent Intermediate
School District. Jerome is survived by his loving
children, Terry (David) Pierce of Dublin, OH,
Wendy (James) Echtinaw of Newaygo, MI,
Thomas Ratz of Grand Canyon, AZ, Theodore
(Kathy) Ratz of Titusville, FL, Jill (Finn)
Kilsgaard of Orlando, FL, Todd Ratz of Grand
Rapids, MI, and Tammy (Kary) Dankenbring
of Cedar Springs, MI; thirteen grandchildren;
and sixteen great grandchildren. The memorial
service for Jerome will be celebrated at 11:00
a.m. on Saturday, July 18, 2015, at Pederson
Funeral Home, 127 N. Monroe Street NE,
Rockford, MI 49341. Rev. Dr. Steven D.
Pierce will be officiating. There will be a time
of visitation one hour prior to the memorial
service from 10:00 a.m. until 11:00 a.m., also at
Pederson Funeral Home. Inurnment will be at
Graceland Memorial Park, Grand Rapids, MI.
Those wishing to offer expressions of sympathy
are encouraged to make a memorial contribution
to the Michigan Masonic Charitable Foundation,
1200 Wright Avenue, Alma, MI 48801.
Pederson Funeral Home, Rockford,
www.pedersonfuneralhome.com
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H

Christmas in July at
ometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service for nonprofit agencies only. Due to popular demand for placement in this
section, we can no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is
Monday at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles will run as
space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions
may apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name and
phone number for any questions we may have.

Solon Market

TOPS weight loss support group

July 14: Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit
weight loss support group for men and women, meets every
Tuesday at the Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sand Lake.
Your first visit is free so come check out what TOPS can
do to help you reach your weigh loss goals! Weigh-ins
8:15-9am, meeting starts at 9:15am. In case of inclement
weather, meetings are cancelled if Tri-County or Cedar
Springs schools are closed. Call Barb at 696-8049 for more
information. #27

Jibber Jams

July 14: This engaging and interactive performance features
imaginative original songs, audience inspired improvisation
and the universal language of jibberish! For families.
Tuesday, July 14th at 4 pm at the Spencer Township KDL
Branch, 14960 Meddler Ave., Gowen. #27

4th Wall Theatre

July 14: Theatre is for everybody! No matter your age
or ability, let’s get moving, exploring and learning. For
families. Tuesday, July 14th at 1:30 pm at the Nelson
Township/Sand Lake KDL Branch, 88 Eighth St. #27

VBS at Hillcrest Community Church

July 14-18: “Put on Your Armor of God” Vacation Bible
School July 14th to July 18th from 6 to 8 pm. Hillcrest
Community Church, 5994 – 18 Mile Rd., Cedar Springs,
616-696-9333. #27

Learn about astronomy at MCC

July 15: Explore the night sky with MCC instructors
Heather Wesp and Don Adkison on Wednesday, July 15
from 9 to 11 p.m. on the college’s Sidney campus, 2800
College Drive. You’ll view constellations and the moon
through high-power binoculars mounted on tripods while
learning about the most common summer constellations.
Other topics may include the moon, meteors, and/or comets.
Dress appropriately for the weather, and bring a blanket and
a flashlight. The cost is $10 per person or $30 per family.
Visit www.montcalm.edu/careerdevelopment for course
details or to register online, or call (616) 754-7706. #27

now Showing

Where does Santa go in the summer? Solon Market, of
course! That’s right—Santa will be coming to Market on
July 11 to help kick off Christmas in July. There will be free
gifts and activities, as well as Solon Fire and Rescue. Come
prepared to run through the spray or man the hose. There
will be pictures with Santa and/or the fire truck, downloadable from our Market FB page. Solon Market will be open
for business as usual with bargains galore. Market hours
are 9am-1pm. Santa and firemen arrive at 10:00. For more
information contact Shelly at 696-1848.

Kent theatre

Picnic event to follow race
Ensley Township’s five-kilometer run and walk event will
be held on Saturday, July 25.
The race is scheduled to
start at 9 a.m. at the Baptist
Lake Park. Race day registration will start at 8:30 a.m. The
registration fee for runners is
$25.00 unless pre-registered
by July 11. If registered by July

11, kids 12 and under run for
just $15.00 and everyone over
12 is $20.00.
Proceeds from the event
will help the Sand Lake Fire
Department purchase rescue
equipment.
The event is being put on by
the Ensley Crime Watch, The
Baptist Lake Association, and

July 15, Wednesday - Calling all preschoolers to the
Cedar Springs Library out on the lawn from 11:15 a.m.
to 12 p.m. for “Superhero Training.” Superheroes have to
be prepared for anything. Learn a few skills, have a few
thrills. Bring a towel, you might get wet!
July 15, Wednesday - The Cedar Springs Library invites
you to the Cedar Springs Middle School at 2 p.m. for a great
program with the John Ball Traveling Zoo. Learn about
the powers of Spiderman, Superan and Ironman. How do
spiders crawl up walls? What animal has Superman’s eyesight? Come and find out!
July 16, Thursday - Would you like to learn the names
of the plants growing along the White Pine Trail? Join Perry Hopkins, Naturopath from Perry’s Place, at the Cedar
Springs Library at 7 a.m. for an inspiring adventure.
July 16, Thursday - There will be a Super Smash Brothers Brawl Tournament for grades 6-8 at the Cedar Springs

Thursdays at 7pm
Through August 20

ShowtimeS:

Fri.: 6pm • 9pm
Sat.: 3pm • 6pm • 9pm
Sun.: 3pm • 6pm
Digital Movie
Tickets ONLY

616-696-SHOW
7469
coming Soon:

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com

lowellartsmi.org
discoverlowell.org

Thursday

July 16, 7pm

DidyMo

By the Showboat on
Riverwalk Plaza
in Downtown Lowell

Indie Rock

Curious rhythms blend in a pleasing repertoire that
exists on the fringes of indie rock, country, and folk
July 17-19

JuLy 24-26

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

classic kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

the Englewright Lake Association. Awards will be presented to the first three finishers
in each of six age groups. All
ages are invited to participate
in the race and the post-race
activities.
The Ensley Community Picnic will be held after the race.
The picnic is scheduled to start

at 11:30 a.m. The firemen do
the cooking, and there is lots of
good food and refreshments to
go along with it. There will be
a 50/50 raffle, a bounce house
for the kids, fire trucks, and the
Newaygo County Sheriff’s Patrol and the Newaygo County
Marine Patrol are all scheduled
to be at the lake.
For more information, visit www.ensleytownship.org/
crimewatch.htm or to register,
call 616-636-8510 or e-mail:
clerk@ensleytownship.org.

More superhero fun at the library next week

JuLy 10 • 11 • 12

$3.00

After a ship sank in the ocean, three men ended up
stranded in a lifeboat. They floated around for days
without food or water. One afternoon a bottle floated up
to the boat. The men grabbed the bottle and when they
pulled the cork out of the bottle, a genie appeared.
“I’ll grant each of you a single wish,” said the genie.
“I wish I was home,” said the first man. Then, poof!
He disappeared.
“I wish I was home, too,” said the second man. Poof!
He disappeared, too.
The third man looked around. “Gee, I’m kind of lonely,” he said. “I wish my friends were here with me.”

Ensley 5K Run/Walk

FREE Outdoor Summer Concert Series
Presented By LowellArts! and
Lowell Area Chamber of Commerce

DIGITAL Movies at the

of theWeek
Lifeboat

Cupcake Wars

July 13: Experience all the drama of the TV show in live
action. Compete for prizes by decorating a gourmet cupcake
and plate with KDL’s own version of “Cupcake Wars!” Our
panel of experts will crown the victor of KDL’s Cupcake
Wars, but everyone wins when there’s cupcakes to eat!
Monday, July 13th at 1:30 pm at the Nelson Township/Sand
Lake KDL Branch, 88 Eighth St. #27

JOKE

Venue is wheelchair accessible and handicap/senior parking is available.
Bleacher seating or bring your own folding chair. Concessions, beer,
wine, and margaritas are offered on the Riverwalk Plaza. Family Event!
Activities for children during concerts.

Public Library, 43 W. Cherry Street, from 1:30 - 3:30. Beat
out your opponents! Win a prize! Pizza and a drink provided. RSVP to save a spot! 616-696-1910.

Farewell
...continued from page 4

I have been fortunate to be a part of this great community by
starting the En Gedi youth center. It has seen hundreds, if not,
thousands of kids have a safe place to be after school or on a
Friday night after a ball game. It’s hard to believe that it’s been
almost seven years since CJ Maurer and I met together to find a
place for students to be refreshed. I have also been a part of our
awesome ministerial association that loves our community so
much that they sacrifice their own ministries at times to better the
community. This will be the first “United” service that I won’t
be leading worship at on August 23, and I am going to miss it so
much. That kind of unity is rare, and I pray that our community
never takes that for granted.
Most recently I have been able to be a part of our Community
Building Development Team, here in Cedar Springs. The CBDT
wants to work with other entities to build the community—not
to just build buildings and amphitheaters, but to build our community by sacrificing and working together. Most people in our
community don’t realize the generosity that exists in this community. Unfortunately, we see a lot of negative things about the
ways that we can’t come together instead of the ways that we can
work together. We are much better together than we are divided.
I wish I had time to thank all of the people who believed in me
and gave me a chance to succeed, but I’m afraid that I don’t. I
do look forward to returning to the community and seeing what
has been accomplished and you can bet that I will be following
all that is going on. We hope to make an impact on our future
community, and our next church, but we know that it is going
to be nearly impossible to find a community that we will love
as much as this one. Know that I will be praying for you as you
move ahead, and I hope that you will pray for us as we move to
where God has called us. May you go where God is leading you!
With Love,
Pastor Tom Holloway
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Regrets Spoken at end-of-life
“I wish I would have made amends with my sister.”
“We always said we would get married, we just never got
around to it.”
“I always said I would finish my degree when I had more
time. Now time is running out.”
Regrets. While many try to live without them, they have
a way of creeping up. But it does not have to be too late to
rid your life of regret.
Marnie Squire, social worker with Hospice of Michigan,
explains that it is often not until patients begin hospice care
that they examine their life and want to right any wrongs.
“Working through regrets at the end of life can be an important part of dying a peaceful death,” Squire says. “Hospice is about more than just the physical pain; it is about the
emotional pain, too. Patients often need to work through
that before they are ready to let go.””
When Hospice of Michigan begins working with a new
patient, the team asks if the patient has any regrets and when
regrets are shared, HOM makes addressing them a priority.
This often involves all members of the hospice team: the
doctor, nurse, social worker, aide, chaplain and volunteers.
“We’ve planned a lot of weddings,” Squire recalls. “We
have planned baptisms, held ceremonies to honor veterans
and have been a peacemaker between family members, all
in an attempt to fulfill last wishes, rid the patient of regret
and provide the opportunity to die a peaceful death.” ”
Squire explains that a common regret is a rift with a fami-

ly member or friend. When people die, they
often want to feel like they are leaving the
world without feelings of contempt.
“When people realize they are nearing
the end-of-life, it is common to look at past
disagreements differently and reconsider
the decision to cut ties with a loved one,”
Squire said. “We do our best to help with
this. We talk with the patient and family and
determine if it is appropriate to reach out the
estranged family member or friend with a
phone call.”
If the patient can no longer communicate,
it might be as simple as holding the phone
up to the patient’s ear and letting the person
on the other line talk to them. If a call is not appropriate, is writing a letter to the deceased or visiting the cemetery.
we can help the patient write a letter that may or may not Another option is to help loved ones the deceased left bebe sent. Sometimes just getting the words out can bring the hind. They might be a shoulder for the spouse to cry on or
patient peace of mind.”
help the child pay for college.””
HOM does everything in its power to bring a patient
Another regret of the bereaved is that they did not call
peace as the final days draw near. Unfortunately, some re- hospice soon enough. Many hesitate before making the call
grets are too complicated or are impossible to undo.
to hospice, thinking it signals they are giving up hope. But
“When we cannot fix the problem, we turn our focus that is not the case, as Monts and others on the Hospice of
from problem solving to acceptance,” said Karen Monts, Michigan team know. What the family is doing is bringing
director of grief support services with Hospice of Michi- in experienced resources who can help improve the quality
gan. “We encourage the patient to talk about their regrets of care their loved one is receiving at the end-of-life.
and we listen. Sometimes just sharing can bring peace. We
While regrets come in all shapes and sizes, Monts realso help patients recognize minds people that as long as you are living, it is not too late.
when they have done every“As hospice providers, we do all we can to help patients
thing they can and the situa- die without regrets but if you have regrets, hospice is not
tion is out of their control.””
something to wait for,” Monts said. “Examine your life,
HOM not only helps pa- look at what needs fixing and do your best to make it better
tients work through their now.””
regrets, but they also help
grieving families cope with
remorse over things they
Sharing Hometown Recipes, Cooking Tips and Coupons
could have done differently
By Janet Tharpe
for their deceased loved one.
“When a loved one dies, it
Sensational Summertime Fried Green Tomato BLT Sandwich
is common to feel like you
could have or should have
I can help.
“These turn
done things better or differout great!”
ently,” Monts said. “We help
Randy Baker
the grieving understand that
Gebhardt Insurance Agency
Agency
this is a normal reaction to
696-9440 | 1-888-696-9440
death. When one feels they
randy@gebhardtins.com
| www.gebhardtins.com
randy @ gebhardtins.com
have lost control, the normal
reaction is to think about how
14 South Main Street
they could have managed the
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
situation differently.”
“We encourage the be8:30-5:00
reaved to share their feelings
with a counselor or someone
Priority Health has HMO-POS and PPO plans with a Medicare contract. Enrollment
ried green tomatoes are one of my all-time favorite
close to them. We help them
in Priority Health Medicare depends on contract renewal. You can also call a Priority
summertime indulgences. And, Allisha Bordelon’s
understand that they cannot
Health Medicare representative to discuss plans. Call toll-free 8 from
Fried Green Tomato BLT Sandwich may become a
go back and, instead, should
summertime indulgence. The tomatoes are the star of this
ça.m. – 8 p.m., 7 days a week. TTY users should call 711.
focus on what they can do
recipe thanks to a light panko breadcrumbs coating. The
Y0056_4000_4002_211 File and Use 09282013
8003I 9/13
now. Sometimes the answer
roasted red pepper mayo is the perfect finishing touch!!
See step-by-step photos of Allisha’s recipe plus thousands
more from home cooks nationwide at:
www.justapinch.com/blt
7762 N. Federal Road • Howard City
231-937-8485
Allisha Bordelon
You’ll also find a meal planner, coupons and chances to
www.selectcarePT.com
Fax: 231-937-9836
Coushatta, LA
win! Enjoy and remember, use “just a pinch”...
• Aquatic Therapy (Only one in Town)
(pop. 1,964)

Looking for a
Medicare plan?

F

Select care PhySical theraPy

Fried Green Tomato
BLT Sandwich

What You Need
2 small green tomatoes
1 c buttermilk
1/2 c panko bread
crumbs
1/2 c self rising flour
Vegetable oil for frying
Salt
Red pepper
4 slices bacon
1 c lettuce leaves
2 tbsp mayonnaise
2 tbsp roasted red
pepper vinaigrette
4 slices bread

-Janet

Directions
• Slice green tomatoes. in a skillet.
Put in a colander and • Place the tomatoes in
set in the sink.
the buttermilk, then
• Sprinkle salt over
dredge through the
them and let the excess panko mixture. Panliquid be drawn out.
fry until crispy. Drain
This should take about on a cooling rack.
30 minutes.
• Mix together roasted
• Pour the buttermilk in red pepper vinaigrette
one bowl. In another
and mayo.
bowl, mix together the • Toast bread slices.
panko bread crumbs, • Assemble sandwich
flour, salt to taste, and with red pepper mayo,
red pepper.
lettuce, bacon (2 slices
• Heat approximately
per sandwich) and
1/2 cup vegetable oil tomatoes.

Submitted by: Allisha Bordelon, Coushatta, LA (pop. 1,964)

www.justapinch.com/blt

Brought to you by American Hometown Media

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
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Anodyne for Neuropathy
Vestibular Rehab/Balance Training/Fall Prevention
Sports Medicine/Kinesio Taping
Work Injuries/Auto Injuries
Pain Management
Orhtopaedic Manual Therapy
Arthritis/Fibromyalgia/Osteoporosis Therapy Program
Post-op Edema Management

Working Hours: Mon. to Fri. 9am to 5pm

*Early morning and late evening appt. are available, please inquire within.

Not affiliated with any other therapy procider in the
area. Operated by husband and wife physical therapist
team with combined experience of 30 years.
Our therapists work only at this location, and are
highly trained and certified.
Our Hand-On approach is the strength behind our
successful treatment programs.
Therapy provided by licensed physical therapists only.

All insurances are welcome, flexible payment plans for
co-payments, deductible, private pay, etc.

55 N. Main Street
Cedar Springs, MI
* $99 enrollment fee due up front.
55 N. Main Street
Plus the cost of food. Plus the cost of shipping, if applicable.
Cedar
Springs,
MI
*
$99 enrollment
fee
dueonly.
up
Monthly fees of $19 begin September 2015. Valid at participating
centers and Jenny Craig
Anywhere
Notfront.
valid on

616-696-1689
Plus enrollment
the cost ofrequired.
food. Plus
of Offer
shipping,
if applicable.
jennycraig.com. New memberships only. All Access Program
Nothe
cashcost
value.
ends on
8/21/15. Not
616-696-1689
valid with any other offers or discounts. Not applicable for Pay Up Front members. Restrictions apply.
Monthly fees of $19 begin September 2015. Valid at participating centers and Jenny Craig Anywhere only. Not valid on
jennycraig.com. New memberships only. All Access Program enrollment required. No cash value. Offer ends on 8/21/15. Not
valid with any other offers or discounts. Not applicable for Pay Up Front members. Restrictions apply.

TRY ONE WEEK OF
FREE FITNESS CLASSES
TRY
ONE
OFlocations only.
* Limit one free
1 week fitness
membershipWEEK
per person at participating
Not valid with any other offer. No cash value and new members only. First visit discount may be offered in
FREE
CLASSES
exchange forFITNESS
the free week. Free week must
begin by 8/31/ 2015.
Scheduled
at participating
locations
only. ©per
2015
CurvesatInternational,
(1506_GH3)
*†Limit
one free
1 week fitness
membership
person
participatingInc.
locations
only.
Not valid with any other offer. No cash value and new members only. First visit discount may be offered in
55
N.
Main
Street
•
Cedar
Springs,
exchange for the free week. Free week must begin by 8/31/ 2015.
† Scheduled at participating locations only. © 2015 Curves International, Inc. (1506_GH3)

616-696-1689
616-696-1689

MI

55 N. Main Street • Cedar Springs, MI
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Sparta
Town
&
Country
Days
2015 Fair Schedule • July 15 – 19, 2015
Wednesday, July 15

5 pm to 8 pm: Historic Horse Drawn Carriage Rides...................................................71 N. Union
Take a trip down memory lane on a horse drawn carriage ride with a commentated tour
5 pm to 8 pm: Scouts Honor Kids Carnival........................................Troop #704 in Rogers Park.
of Historic Sparta featured landmarks. $5 per person, 3 and under FREE
Fun for kids age 3-10! 5 Tickets for $1, 1 Ticket per game *NEW GAMES!*
5:30
to 6pm: Martial Arts Demo........................................................................................in Roger’s Park
5 pm: Carnival Rides Open ............................................................ in the Village Parking Lot
Fun
for the whole family! Come watch as students, age 4 and up, demonstrate self
Unlimited Ride Armband: 5pm to close for $17.00
defense,
weaponry and karate techniques.
5 pm to 7 pm: 20th Annual Community Pork Roast...............................At Sparta Civic Center
6
pm:
Opening
and Coronation Ceremony..................................................................In Rogers Park
$8.00 (ages 10 and up) $5.00 (10 & under). Serving: Pork, Bake Beans, Applesauce,
•
Including
Sparta
Police Department Officer of the Year,Sparta Fire Department, Fire  
Sourkraut, rolls & cookies!
  fighter
of
the
Year
5 pm to 8 pm: Historic Research Center OpenHouse.................................................71 N. Union
• Introduction of the 2015 Parade Grand Marshals
(across from the Sparta Library)
• 9th Annual Young Johnny Appleseed and Miss Apple Blossom Coronation Ceremony
(Preregistered 5th Grade Finalists Only)
The Sun’ll come out
6:30 pm: Concert in the Park................................................................................................in Rogers Park
Tomorrow...
Live Band: Chaser (country & class rock). Bring lawn chairs for the free concert.
So get your AC Checked today!
7 pm to 8pm: Free Watermelon Social...........................................................................in Rogers Park.
Ongoing: Art in Sparta Competition and Exhibit (formerly the Visual Arts Competition)
We proudly carry
...........................................................................................in Sparta Township Library, 80 N. Union St.
Heating & Cooling Products.
Entry forms available at Sparta Library, Ad Solutions or on-line at spartafair.com. Entries
accepted on Monday, July 13th from 9am – Noon and 4pm – 7pm.
Air Conditioning

Season Service & Check
When you
mention
this ad.

Only $59*

*Does not include refrigerant.
Cannot be combined with any other coupons,
offers or discounts. Expires 7-31-15

CSP
RV

All About

616-824-6029
Fully
Heating & Cooling LLC
Licensed &

12505 Northland Dr.
Insured
Owner: Greg Gillmer
Expert in all makes & models • Gas, Oil & Geothermal
Residential • Commercial • Service • Free Estimates • Plumbing Service • Sewer & Drain Cleaning

24 Hour service on all Makes & Models

keep cool this summer
soft serve ice
creAm mAchine

Also
AvAilAble:
Chill & Fill
Tables
Snow Cone
Machines
Slush
Machines
Call for more info

616-866-7670

3575 - 14 Mile Rd. • Cedar Springs

Independently
Owned and
and Operated
Operatedfor
forOver
over 35
50 years
years!
Independently Family
Family Owned

Thursday, July 16

9 am to 4 pm: HCNC Junior Naturalist Day....................................16190 Red Pine Dr., Kent City
Hiking, exploring, free hands-on activities and animals! Call 616-675-3158 or visit
lilysfrogpad.com
9am – 11am: Myers Schoolhouse Museum.................................................. 13 Mile Rd. & Division
Discover historic Sparta memorabilia at the Schoolhouse Museum
10am – 1pm: Kid’s Bop N’ Bowl...............................................................................................Sparta Lanes
Kids 17 and under bowl two free games. Adults 18 & over $1 game Free shoe rental!
11am – 4pm: Historic Research Center Open House...................................................71 N. Union

THURSDAY STREET FESTIVAL

The Party on Main Street starts at 5:00pm. All events are located in the Downtown area
between Union St. & Maple St. with the road closed!
Kids Chalk Walk (SF)
Register your child to decorate their piece of pavement with chalk, FREE!
Old Fashioned Ice Cream (SF)
Back by popular demand! Go back in time and watch the antique powered ice cream
machine while you enjoy real ice cream
Trini’s Outdoor Mexican Fiesta (SF).................Hosted By: Downtown Trinis & Margarita Joe’s
Live music, drink specials, & enjoy the outdoor patio!
North Kent Eagles Club (186 E. Division)
Open to the public. Pull tabs & Keno. Food Available, too!
Irish Music & Dancers (SF)
Enjoy a sampling of Celtic Music and dancing to prepare for the Celtic Festival on
August 7 & 8 in Rogers Park.
Celtic Spray-on Tattoos (SF)
Bring the kids for a free Celtic Knotwork apple tattoo
Face Painting (SF)
Free face painting for the young and young at heart!
5pm to 9pm: Live Entertainment (SF)
The Sea Cruisers will play live 50’s & 60’s music on the Main Stage.
5pm to 7pm: Scouts Honor Kids Carnivale-Troop #704 (SF)
Fun for kidsand
3-10!Markers
5 Tickets for $1.
ticket per
NEW GAMES!
Monuments
of One
Granite
orgame.
Bronze
5 pm to Close: Carnival Rides ........................................................................in the Village Parking Lot
88
easT
division
sTreeT
6pm:
Dance
With Me Dancers
(SF) ..................Hosted by: Dance with Me by Amber Marie
Watch Mi
these49345-1394
young dancers in their street performance.
sparTa,
5 pm: 3 on 3 Basketball Tournament ..................................................... (Balyeat Field Parking Lot)
Please visit 3 on 3 Basketball Info & Forms for complete entry details!
phone
5pm -8pm: Art in Sparta Competition and Exhibit.......................at Sparta Township Library
Fax 616.887.2870
Follow the Footprints! Opening Night “Meet the Artists”. View art entries from our local
artists, young and old. Anyone can enter, cash prizes awarded. Get your footprint HERE!
www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com
7:30 pm: “Double Yellow” HOT AIR BALLOON Launch......................................... (Balyeat Field)
Come and watch the beautiful “Double Yellow” lift off. Weather permitting.

616.887.1761

Thomas Cheslek

manager-owner

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze
88 East Division Street | Sparta, MI 49345-1394
Phone 616.887.1761 | Fax 616-887.2870
ww w.h es s e l c h e s l e k f u n e ra l ho me.co m

Professional auto rePair

Open every Day! M-Sat 8-7 • Sun. 10-6
15670 nOrthlanD Dr.
between Cedar sPrings
and sand lake

696-8863

any Car any rePair

DieSel - hybriD • MeDiuM & heavy Duty • FOreign & DOMeStic

Friday, July 17 Kid’s Day 2015!

9am -7pm: Art in Sparta Competition and Exhibit........................at Sparta Township Library
9am – 11 am: Myers Schoolhouse Museum............................................ at 13 Mile Rd. & Division
10 am to 4 pm: Railroad Depot Open House................................................................. 400 N. Union
Come and tour Sparta’s 115 year old Depot, Caboose and Rail Cars.
Fantastic replica model railroad in the Box Car.
11am-4pm: Historic Research Center Open House.......................................................71 N Union
Featuring Town & Country Days past memorabilia
11 am: Kid’s Parade........................................................................N. Union St. to Balyeat Field
Decorate bikes, wagons, strollers, etc. Helmets required for bikes, scooters, inline skates.
Line up at Rogers Park Parking Lot / Sundaes in the Park. Popcorn & drinks served in
Balyeat Field after the parade.
11 am: YMCA Youth Fitness Challenge ........................................................................ in Balyeat Field		
Fitness challenges like jump rope, standing long jump, hurdles etc…
Prizes Available plus enter to win a FREE 1 Month YMCA membership!
11 am – 2pm: Painting Paper Weights for Wildflowers.......................................In Balyeat Field
Paint a rock paper weight or try your hand at the bean bag toss.
11 am to 4 pm: Petting Zoo..................................................................................................in Balyeat Field
Hands on petting zoo while the Jolly 4-H’ers teach about farm animals.
Handwashing area available and always encouraged.
11 am to 5 pm: Wacky, Wild & Weird Hair....................................................................in Balyeat Field
11:30am – 2pm: Big Wheels................................................................................................In Balyeat Field
11:30am-2pm: $1 Pony Rides.............................................................................................In Balyeat Field
11:30am – 7pm: Stay and Play Kid Zone in memory of Patti Olin
Kid’s activity area including bubbles, water, sand and more!

11:30am – 7pm: Army Booth..............................................................................................In Balyeat Field
Rock Climbing Wall and US Army and Army Reserves Recruiting
Noon to Close: Carnival Rides........................................................................in the Village Parking Lot
Kid’s Day Ride Special: Noon – 5pm: $1 per ride! Unlimited Ride Armband: 5pm-Close $17.00
4 pm to 12:59 am: Entertainment (Beer) Tent-Alumni Night..........................in Balyeat Field
$5.00 Cover. Featuring Budweiser beverages, pop & water. Live music by UNION GUNS
starting at 8pm. Only guests 21 & over with a valid photo ID will be admitted after 9:00
p.m. MICHIGAN LAW REQUIRES A VALID PHOTO ID!
4:30 pm to 7 pm: Lion’s Chicken BBQ........................................................in the Sparta Civic Center
Half chicken & fries – $8.00
4 pm to 8 pm: Historic Horse Drawn Carriage Rides.............................................in Balyeat Field
$5 per person, Kids 3 and under free.
5 pm – 5:30 pm – 6:00pm: Bale Toss Competition..................................................in Balyeat Field
Win CASH! FREE registration at time of event. Kids at 5:00 – Ladies at 5:30 – Men at 6:00
6:30pm -9pm: Dee Jay the Clown....................................................................................in Balyeat Field
8 pm to Midnight: North Kent Eagle’s Club................................................................. 186 E. Division
Open to the public with live entertainment with the Bimini Brothers. Pull tabs & Keno.
7:30 pm: Pedal Tractor Pull..................................................................................................in Balyeat Field
Kids ages 9 & younger compete for trophies & ribbons. Everyone “pulls” – starting with
the youngest. Registration opens at 6:30.

Saturday, July 18

7:30am – 9:30am Pancake Breakfast $5.00 ................................................................ at Civic Center
8 am: 25th Annual Run/Walk Thru Sparta................................. Start and finish in Balyeat Field
Theme: SuperHero. A fast, flat & exciting 5K(3.1 Mile) course through Sparta’s neighborhood paved streets and rural roads! Register online at goracego.com. Race morning
registration begins at 6:30 a.m
8:40 am: Children’s Fun Run (FREE Event)............................ NEW Start / Finish in Balyeat Field
12 years and younger. You can even Run for Rides! Ages 12 and under.
Register online at goracego.com or race morning 6:30-7:45 am.
8 am to 9 pm: Men’s Softball Tournament.......................................................................at Nash Field
Men’s double elimination, wooden bat tournament. .....$200 Team Registration. Home
run derby & bat raffle.
9am -2pm: Art in Sparta Competition and Exhibit........................at Sparta Township Library
9 am to 3 pm: Petting Zoo....................................................................................................in Balyeat Field
9 am to 4 pm: Commercial Expo.......................................................................................in Balyeat Field
Area businesses, local organizations and independent consultants showcase their
goods, products and services. Go to the Commercial Expo Page for more details!
9 am to 4 pm: Craft Show......................................................................................................in Balyeat Field
Crafts and wares from crafters near and far! Go to the Craft Show Page for more details!
10 am: Beef Cattle Show............................................................................................................. at Buth Field
9 am registration.Beef & Feeder Steer Show. Beef Showmanship, Market & Breed Classes.
10 am to 4 pm: Railroad Depot Open House................................................................. 400 N. Union
10am to 4pm: Army Booth...................................................................................................In Balyeat Field
Rock Climbing Wall and US Army and Army Reserves Recruiting
10:00 am until after parade: Hospitality Area & Restrooms.........at Sparta Baptist Church
Music, free refreshments and hot dogs. Stick around to watch the Parade from the
corner of State St. & Division. The building will be open for bathroom use, too!
11am – 4:30pm: Stay & Play Kid Zone in memory of Patti Olin......................In Balyeat Field
11am -5pm: Wacky, Wild & Weird Hair..........................................................................in Balyeat Field
11:30 am: 6th Annual Balyeat Bags................................................................................in Balyeat Field
THREE Division, double elimination, Cornhole Tournament with cash prizes.
Contact Ryan at 616-262-2885 or spartacornhole@gmail.com
12:00 Noon: PARADE!........Commentated with bleacher seating at Union & Division.
Please enjoy the parade while keeping your kids curbside for safety!
12:00 Noon to Close: Carnival Rides...........................................................in the Village Parking Lot
Unlimited Ride Armband 5p-Close for $17.
Following the Parade -5pm: Car Show...........................................in Balyeat Field RAIN or SHINE
Come out with your classics, customs or hot rods and enjoy a summer evening filled
with fun and live entertainment. Vehicle registration – any non-perishable food pantry
donation. All donations will benefit the local Peace Lutheran Church food pantry. No
judging….just a good time!
Picnic In The Park!...A lot of activities in Balyeat Field for families of all ages & sizes!
Entertainment, Crafts, Games, Food, Glow in the Dark, & Fireworks!
Noon to 1 am: Entertainment Tent..................................................................................in Balyeat Field
(4-7pm Kareoke & 8-11pm Area 96 Band) No Cover Charge. $2 beers Noon-6!
Featuring Budweiser beverages, pop & water. Only guests 21 & over will be admitted
after 8:00 p.m with a valid photo ID. MICHIGAN LAW REQUIRES A VALID PHOTO ID !
1 pm – 4pm: Sparta Fire Dept. Safety Information Demo........in Balyeat Field Parking Lot
NEW! Fire safety information, check out the new rescue truck and see a live fire demonstration
1 pm to 4 pm: La Placita de los Niños.............................................................................in Balyeat Field
Children’s booth with free arts and crafts, games, prizes, face painting, and information
on community resources.
1pm – 4pm: The Patti Olin Family Activities & Games!
2pm – 4pm: Talent Show (Registration Online)
2pm – 4pm: Meet the cast of “Frozen” & enjoy some fun activities with them!
2 pm: Arm Wrestling Competition...................................................................................in Balyeat Field
Jr. State Championship. Men, women, and children welcome. Weigh-ins -11 am to
1:30pm. Parent signature required if under 18. Call Matt & Tara at (616)893-3071 or visit
Michiganarms.com.
2:00 pm: 8th Annual John Beuschel Memorial Antique Tractor Pull
...............................................................................at the Sparta Airport, 9100 Vinton NW
ENTRANCE ON VINTON south of 11 Mile! 1957 and older. $10 per class entry fee. Pull on
transfer sled. Call Harvey at (616) 642-6239 for registration info. Admission: $4.00 12 yrs.
old and up, $1.00 for ages 11 and under. Concessions available.
3pm: Goat Show – NEW EVENT!.........................................................................................In Roger’s Park
4-H sanctioned show open to all youth ages 5-19. Need not be 4-H member to par-
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ticipate. For more information call Beth (616) 915-8548 or visit spartafair.com 1:45 –
2:30pm: Registration. 2:30-3pm: Showmanship Clinic with Mr. White. 3pm: Goat Show
begins
5 pm: Bike Giveaway.........................................................................................at the Balyeat Field Bridge
One boys bike and one girls bike will be given away.
8 pm to Midnight: North Kent Eagles Club.................................................................. 186 E. Division
Open to the public with live entertainment with the Bimini Brothers. Pull tabs & Keno.
10:15pm: Fireworks ........................................................................... in Balyeat Field
Bring your lawn chair & enjoy a beautiful display of lights!

Sunday, July 19

3pm: Community Concert.....................................................At Peace Lutheran Church, 12 Mile Rd
Featuring the West Michigan Lutheran Chorale.
An ice cream social will follow this FREE fun-filled event!
5pm: Community Picnic..........................................................................................................in Roger’s Park
Bring a dish to pass and your own picnic necessities (blanket, beverage, utensils, lawn
chair etc..)
7 pm: A Night of Worship and Praise...............................................................................in Roger’s Park
An evening of uplifting contemporary Christian music.

1565 Dagget Road
Pierson

Robinson

616-636-5565
887-2060

Septic cleaning, llc

w w w.robinsonseptic.net

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals
Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City
and surrounding areas since 1979
Sparta Animal Clinic PC is
a full-service veterinary
medical facility located in
Sparta, MI.
The professional and courteous staff at Sparta Animal
Clinic seek to provide the
best possible medical care,
surgical care, and dental
care for all patients. Sparta
Animal Clinic strives to offer
excellence in veterinary care
to Sparta and surrounding
communities.

431 W. Division
Sparta, MI 49345
Phone: (616) 887-8247
Fax: (616) 887-0355

spartaanimalclinic.vetstreet.com

Contact Rockford Ambulance at 616-866-0724
or www.rockfordambulance.com
for information on our

Rockford Ambulance Care Plan

8450 Shaner Ave
Rockford, MI 49341
Rockford 616.866.0724

Sparta 616.887.1479
Lowell 616.897.7902
GR Twp. 616-866-0724

9670 Cherry Valley Ave SE
Caledonia, MI 49316

www.usgolfcars.com
(800) 321-9616

CuStoMIzE your golf CAr wIth
prEMIuM ACCESSorIES

lArgE SElECtIon of golf CArS
to ChooSE froM! Plus Rentals
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SportS/Outdoors

Meet the Hawks:
Corey Steele

Explorer guides educate, entertain
at state parks
From the Michigan DNR

As the sun sets over
Lake Michigan, Mike
Latus holds court on
the sand of Warren
Dunes State Park.
He’s an animated oneman show, walking
in circles around a
small fire pit, talking
about voyageurs and
Indians, legends and
myths, planets and
ghosts, while a crowd
of more than a hundred—mostly youngsters, but adults, too—
listen, some amused,
others enthralled.
To Latus, it is a typical weekend night,

By Shae Brophy
Meet #11, defensive end Corey Steele. Originally from
Greenville, Steele graduated from Greenville High School
in 2009. He has been playing football since he was 7 years
old and also wrestled in school. While he might not be the
biggest in stature on the team, the amount of heart he displays every play is second to none. It has almost become
an expectation to see an exciting celebration after Steele
makes a big play, and the team feeds off that excitement. So
far this season, Corey has two sacks and a fumble recovery
that he returned for a touchdown. Add in the timely tackles
he has had this season, and you can see why he is a valuable
part of the team.
While growing up, Corey’s favorite football players were
(NFL Hall of Famer) Junior Seau, and (former Detroit
Lions running back) Barry Sanders. Outside of football,
Steele enjoys boating, hunting, and fishing.
When asked why he wanted to be a West Michigan
Hawk, Steele replied, “I’ve loved the game of football my
entire life. I was approached by a friend, who told me there
would be a semi-pro football team playing in Cedar, so I
took advantage of the chance to step back on the field. I
could not have asked for a better group of guys to play this
game with.”
Owner/head coach David Lange had this to say about
Steele: “Corey is a great kid and looks at every challenge
as an opportunity to get better. He shows up to practice and
puts in his work! He is one of our ‘surprise’ players. Nobody really expected him to be a force on the defensive line
because of his size, but he has surpassed expectations, and
turned into the force that we needed.”
After taking last weekend off to celebrate the holiday, the
Hawks will be in action this weekend. They will travel to
Detroit to take on the Michigan Renegades (1-3) this Saturday, as the team looks for their first win of the season. All
Hawks fans are invited to make the trip to Detroit with the
team, as they travel in to enemy territory. The game will
begin at 4:30 p.m. For information on the address of where
the game will be play, be sure to follow the West Michigan
Hawks on Facebook!
Shae Brophy is the Media/Public Relations Director for
the West Michigan Hawks.
		

Mac’s
Rustic Sports

Your One Stop Sports Shop!
Under New Ownership: Nick & Bob MacTavish
Sports Shop Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7am-8pm, Sat. - Sun. 6am-9pm
Convenience Store Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5am-10pm, Sat. 6am-10pm,
Sun. 6am-9pm

519 Ensley • Howard City • 231.937.4372

Veteran Explorer Guide Mike Latus enthralls campers with his fireside storytelling at Warren Dunes State Park.

tion, it’s my
hobby, and
I Iive close
enough to the
park that I’m
out here every weekend,
even during
the winter,”
he said. “It’s
teaching and
being
outdoors
and
connecting
with people
who are tryExplorer Guide Devin Burke entertains campers at a Meteors & S’Mores program (built ing to conaround the Perseid meteor showers) at Young State Park.  
nect to nature.”
when the fireside story hour Guide, one of an army of
Latus
is
aware
of his staregularly draws a big crowd Department of Natural Retus
among
Explore
Guides.
Several hours earlier, sources employees who ed“I
think
I’ve
gotten
a repuhe’d led a group of 30 on ucate and entertain visitors
tation
because
I
just
don’t
a hike through the woods, at 43 state parks in Michiquit,”
he
said.
He
puts
on
pointing out medicinal gan. Latus, a high school
11
scheduled
presentations
plants or unusual trees, an- math and science teacher
swering numerous ques- the rest of the year, has en- a week, but will rearrange
tions. As soon as his fireside joyed his summer job for 21 his schedule for church,
chat is finished, he’s setting years. The other program Scout and school groups or
up telescopes for visitors to members consider him a whoever may be coming to
explore the night sky for his rock star, for his longevity, the park but can’t make a
regular “Sky Watch” pro- enthusiasm and ability to scheduled event. He presents some programs regugram.
wow a crowd.   
Latus is an Explorer
“This is my summer vaca- larly, others intermittently.

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Wildlife recognition
The average child can recognize 1,000 corporation logos but is unable to identify
10 plants and animals native
to the region where they
live. I have seen statements
similar to this repeatedly
during the past few years
from research surveys. I
have not tried to check the
validity but it does raise
concern. Kids get exposure
to tremendous advertising. The question I pose is
whether they get tremendous exposure by parents
and grandparents to plants
and animals that live in their
neighborhood.

Check with your own
children,
grandchildren,
neighborhood kids, and others to see how much exposure they get on their own
or from you. It is likely that
those reading this column
expose youth to nature.
Those children probably
recognize plants and animals better than most kids
do.
Those that do not read the
nature niche columns probably associate with youth
that are more likely to reflect the statistical normal. I
suspect I am “preaching to
the choir” with my writings.
That is valuable because
many readers tell me they
learn new desired information. How to reach others

is a dilemma that requires
parents, grandparents, and
friends to solve. Most people learn best by doing.
When my daughters were
very young, we lived five
miles east of Manistique,
in the Upper Peninsula. Our
home was one mile from
Lake Michigan. We regularly walked a gravel road to a
County Park on the shore.
Along the way, we explored
everything of interest and
spent time discussing tree
species and associated
animals. Before the girls
learned to talk, they clearly
soaked up great knowledge.
We pulled a wagon so the
girls could ride when they
became tired of walking. At
the beach, we found much to

“Certain programs are just
made for Warren Dunes,”
Latus said. “You’ve got to
do dune hikes; you’ve got
to do beach hikes. And people have come to depend on
the storytelling. We do Sky
Watch every Friday and
Saturday night and we always get a crowd for that.”   
Explorer program coordinator Karen Gourlay says
the Explorer Guides are
seasonal naturalists. “They
work in state parks all over
Michigan,” she said. “Their
job is to connect the visitors
to the resources available
in the park. They create
their own programs, market their own programs and
present their own programs.
They’re a very creative
bunch of employees. I’m
always excited to see the
programs they develop and
their ability to get the visitors excited about natural
resources and the parks.”   
Many of the Explorer
Guides are college students—often natural reguides - continues on page 13
explore. Shorebirds ran on
the wet sand and found food
morsels by staying close to
the coming and ebbing of
waves. Gulls and terns were
common. Occasionally we
would see a Bald Eagle.
We stood on flat rocks surrounded by water. We each
selected a special vantage
point to search the water for
life. When we did not desire
to look for wild creatures,
the kids played on the slide,
swing and teeter-totter. It
was joyous time outdoors
where we built a meaningful
relationship with our kids.
Some memories of experiences the girls had from
ages one to four years might
be recalled. Most are lost in
the hidden recesses of their
brains but I am confident
they are still there and they
played a vital role in their
development.
At home, we played a
wildlife - continues on page 13
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Cedar Springs Public Schools
2nd Semester Honor roll 2014-2015

High School

Miller, Heather
Last Name, First Name	Grade *Misner, Madison
Miszewski, Emily
Adams, Erik
12
Mitchell, Cameron
Alger, Alyssa
12
Morales, Marisa
Anes, Seth
12
Morris, Nicholas
Arnold, Allyson
12
Mouthaan, Aubree
Blackmer, Zachary
12
Murphy, Sean
*Bohy, Ryan
12
Nelson, Eileen
Boomgaard, Kambrie
12
Norkus, Marta
Bowlin, Shyanna
12
Noskey, Taylor
Brechting, Bradley
12
Nulph, Roland
Brownell, Elena
12
O’Brien, Cortney
Brugel, Brianna
12
Oakes, Marissa
Burley, Kristen
12
Olsen, Karlee
*Burrows, Caden
12
Owens, Samantha
Caron, Ryan
12
Piatt, Courtney
Cherry, Riley
12
Pierson, Taylor
Chong, Derrick
12
Porter, Nicole
Clark, Kaci
12
Quiroga, Julian
Clelland, Zachary
12
Quiroga, Santiago
Cook, Abby
12
Roberts, April
Cooper, Ethan
12
Rypma, Kellsie
Cooper, Mikayla
12
Sargent, Austin
Daniels, Caitlin
12
Savickas, Tyler
Davis, Justin
12
Schatz, Gabriella
DeCanter, Kevin
12
Schumann, Katie
Dillon, Jessica
12
Schut, Julianne
Dreyer, Sydney
12
Selleck, Parker
Dunmire, Cody
12
Shaw, Jonathan
*Evola, Kaitlyn
12
Sherman, Joseph
Farver, Tanner
12
Shimel, Dillon
Fennessy, Nicholas
12
Simones, Jeffrey
Flores, Ryan
12
Sipka, Brandon
Frodl, Charles
12
Slater, Aaron
Fuller, Kati
12
Slocum, Megan
Garza, Madison
12
Snavley, Allison
Grate, Brittany
12
Soles, Ashley
Gulembo, Kassidy
12
Sommer, Hannah
Hallaxs, Aaron
12
Sorensen, Nathan
Hallengren-Lunsford, Katlyn 12
Steed, Nicholas
Havens, Savannah
12
Stevens, Jordan
*Hawkins, Paige
12
Stockreef, William
Hensler, Brandon
12
Swanson, Rider
Holloway, Taylor
12
Swinehart, Sarah
Homrich, Taylor
12
Taylor, Bryan
Hoogerheide, Cody
12
Tepin, James
Johnson, Erin
12
Tiethoff, Tamara
Johnson, Nathan
12
Timmers, Tyler
Johnson-Dahms, Haley
12
Valentine, Joshua
Johnston, David
12
VanAssen, Michael
Jones, Justin
12
VanHemert, Jesse
*Kaupa, Nicole
12
Villarreal, Maggie
Kernen, Jacob
12
Vronko-Hollar, Anastasia
Kiander, Kelsey
12
*Wamser, Zachary
King, Charlene
12
*Weiler, MacKenzie
Klomp, Jade
12
Westgate, Mariah
*Knappen, Andrew
12
Whipple, Josi
Krupp, Alexandrea
12
White, Conner
Kusmierski, Summer
12
Willer, Samantha
Larsen, Tillery
12
Wingate, Jakob
Learned, Dalton
12
Wolfe, Bayley
Liggett, Darrick
12
Wycoff, Carly
*Link, Shelbi
12
*Yeck, Brittany
Long, Trisha
12
Zoerman, Hayley
Lucarelli, Alexis
12
*Zywicki, Bailey
Luczyk, Autumn
12
Ackerman, Jordan
Luevano, Tyler
12
Alcumbrack, Kali
MacDonald, Alora
12
Bekins, Dalton
Magoon, Joshua
12
Bennett, Brooke
*Mann, Shayne
12
*Bieschke, Anastasia
Maslin, Olivia
12
Block, Lauren
McGahan, Logan
12
Brandimore, Parker
Messersmith, Krystyn
12
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12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
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12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
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12
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12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
12
11
11
11
11
11
11
11

*Bray, Joshua
11
Brown, Ethan
11
Brown, Gabriel
11
*Brown, Katrina
11
Cardinal, Erika
11
Cartwright, Jacob
11
Ciise, Abdullahi
11
Colley, Alexandria
11
Cronk, Rebekah
11
Empie, Jesse
11
Fisher, Blake
11
Fisk, Blake
11
*Forner, Amanda
11
Gardner, Kia
11
Gott, Lane
11
Grody, Tatyana
11
Hall, Alison Lorraine
11
Harthorn, Brandon Lee
11
Holmquist, Holly Ann
11
Hoorn, Brad Lee
11
Hopkins, Madeline Kate 11
Howard, Gabrielle Ann
11
Jackson, Danielle Joyce 11
Kaczanowski, Philip Chase 11
*Kilts, Megan Marie
11
King, Grant Christopher 11
Klompstra, Kaylee Suzanne11
Kobayashi, Evan Mathew 11
Kosla, Chandler Mathew 11
Kriekaard, Sara
11
Kronberg, Robert
11
LeBaron, Whitney
11
Lewis Frank, Brooke
11
Lewis, Ethan
11
Magoon, Camantha
11
Maguire, Melissa
11
Marvel, Allyson
11
McConnon, Austin
11
Merritt, Joshua
11
*Meyer, Kaley
11
Mihlethaler, Kaylee
11
Mitchell, Victoria
11
Moore, Erin
11
Mosher, Briana
11
Music, Dakota John
11
Nelson, Jacob
11
Newlove, Debra
11
Odren, Janelle
11
Oswalt, Dalton
11
Ovokaitys, Ellie
11
Perez, Isabella
11
Pike, Meredith
11
Plank, Jarod
11
Plugge Webber, Kelsie
11
Rackes, Mason
11
Roach, Jakob
11
Rogers, Shaye
11
Salmon, Kelly
11
Sarniak, Kendyn
11
Sawade, Remington
11
Scheuneman, Madison
11
Schut, Emma
11
*Scrivener, Katarina
11
Shields, Brianna
11
Shuff, Samantha
11
*Simpson, Cora
11
*Spahr, Kyle
11
Spangenberg, Joshua
11
Stanek, Trinton
11
Tanis, Alexander
11
Taylor, Samantha
11
Twichell, Charles
11
Uhall, Sarah
11

VanDenHout, Lauren
Vanderhoef, Ashley
VanDyke, Alexis
VanDyke, Taylor
Weber, MacKenzie
Wells, Jessica
Wilks, Alexis
Willer, Emily
Willitts, Connor
Wolfarth, Jonathan
Alger, Mariah
Alvesteffer, Collin
Anderson, Austin
Andrus, Jordan
Basso, Austin
Behrenwald, Anna
Bird, Christian
*Bouwkamp, Morgan
Bowerman, Paul
Brickey, Hallie
Clifford, Emily
Conely, Dugan
Coons, Kaitlyn
*Dingman, Karsen
Douglas, Alexander
Draper, Daniel
*Fliearman, Patrick
French, Drew
Frodl, Nicholas
Gamm, Lillian
Gibson, Ally
Gillette, Arlenea
*Grose, William
Harmon, Zachary
Harper, Brayden
*Hess, Jacob
Hickok, Raegan
*Ingersoll, Maya
Jager, Sydnee
Johnson, Brendan
Kane, Jack
Kendall, Annah
Kiander, Sarah
*Kirchhoff, Brandyn
Kolasa, Dylan
*Krankall, Katherine
*Kren, Jacob
Lachniet, Bailey
Lehman, Lindsay
Lewis, Evan
Liggett, Jared
Lovell, Tyler John
Marlatt, Tyler Ryan
Mead, Paul
Mockridge, Leah
Moore, Gavin
*Murray, Alysse
Nielsen, Austin
Nozal, Megan
O’connor, Sydney
Oxford, Tatum
Pavelka, Jameson
Peacock, Faith
Plowman, Jessica
Ramos, Gabrielle
Reynolds, Heidi
Ringler, Jordan
Ringler, Kaitlin
*Rios, Mariah
Ritsema, Alexis
Rivard, Cassandra
Robinson, Alex
Robinson, Brooklyn
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11
11
11
10
10
10
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10
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*Ross, Brooke
Salmon, Dennis
Schatz, Isaiah
*Scheer, Holly
Schultz, BreAnna
Shaw, Dustin
Sparling, Alison
Spencer, Jaron
Steagald, Taralyn
Stockreef, Austin
Strain, Madison
*Tennant, Kaylee
*Tepin, Tara
Twichell, Christian
VanDusen, Madeline
VanKampen, Noah
Velting, Bryar
VonSeggern, Nicole
Warlick, Ashlee
White, Lauren
Wight, Sienna
Wymer, Gabriel
Zamora, Rebeca
Zandstra, Breanna
*Zinn, Megan
Zoerman, Jenna
Amell, Parker
Anderson, Reece
Arnold, Hailey
Besmer, Kaeli
Beverwyk, Heather
Boomgaard, Kayleigh
Boomgaard, Makayla
Bowers, Rachel
Brandt, Cecelia
Bullen, Jacob
Campione, Nicholas
Caron, Christina
Carter, Anna
Casavant, Alexander
Ciise, Mumina
Cook, Amy
Crofoot, Catherine
Daniels, Hunter
Darling, Mackenna
Dault, Grace
*Davis, Christopher
Dekraker, Austin
Detloff, Ryleigh
Ellison, Isabelle
Elliston, Peyton
Empie, Bryce
Foley, Joseph
Gould, Colton
Hager, Jesse
Hallberg, Cassandra
*Hansen, Leslie
*Harthorn, Jordan
Hawkins, Riley
Hays, Brianna
Hibbs, Nicholas
Hickox, Emilee
*Hinton, Autumn
Holloway, Christian
Hoogerheide, Shelby
Hudson, Lillyanna
*Hughes, Antiaisha
*Hunter, Kyanna
Hyde, Emily
Hyder, Carly
Jackson, Nikcolas
Kelley, Alisha
Kendall, Noah

10
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10
10
10
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9
9
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Kent, Kylee
*King, Haley
Kinzinger, Chase
Kiphart, Robert
*Klco, Elijah
Knapp, Brooke
Knauss, Ashleigh
Krajewski, Paul
*Kramer, Brandon
Krupp, Annaleigh
Larsen, Erika
Leggett, Ashleigh
Lenardson, Bryce
Louck, Kaley
Lyon, Jordon
*Markus, Ariana
Marshall, Alyssa
Maslin, Cecelia
Matthew, Jeffery
*McConnon, Madelyn
Merlington, Miranda
*Metiva, Thomas
Mihlethaler, Sophia
*Morrin, Anna
Mosher, Nicole
Murray, Mikelle
*Newlove, Julia
*Nichols, Madellyn
*Outwin, Jacob
*Owens, Brandon
Parks, Emily
*Pastoor, Emilee
Patterson, Mitchell
Petersen, Bianca
Pierce, Madelin
Plummer, Sydney
Porter, Jacob
*Prins, Rachel
Quisler, Benjamin
Ream, Evan
Reich-Tanis, Jazmyn
*Reyers, Jarred
Roberts, Noah
*Rugg, Mackenzie
*Ryan, Sidney
Saenz, Jeslyn
Sanders, Dylan
Sawade, Brandon
Shanahan-Galinis,
Shevock, Meagan
Shevock, Morgan
Shotko, Shelby
Simkins, Devin
Slagter, Emily
Smedley, David
Suschil, Jasmine
Tanis, Dylan
*Tawney, Michaela
Todd, John
Tramper, Nikki
*Umphrey, Myla
Urbina-Barnett, Darius
VanDenHout, Julia
Wagner-Sherburn, Corbin
West, Jacob
Wheaton, Joseph
Whitmore, Montana
*Willea, Makenna
*Denotes All A’s

Be sure to thank The POST and all of the sponsors who brought you this Honor Roll page
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Voices / views
Replacing your Social Security
Post
Scripts
Card? Know before you go
By: Stephanie Holland, Social Security Public Affairs Specialist

Keeping your Social Security number card in a safe place is vital to protecting you against identity theft. Never keep it
in your purse or wallet—this is the most common way people lose their card.
Getting a replacement Social Security number card is free, but you will have to provide the proper documents to get a
new one. When replacing your card, you will need original or certified copies of documents, which include:
1. Proof of citizenship:
If you have not already established your U.S. citizenship with us, we need to see proof of U.S. citizenship. We
can accept only certain documents as proof of U.S. citizenship, like your U.S. birth certificate or U.S. passport.
2. Identity:
We can accept only certain documents as proof of identity. An acceptable document must be current (not expired)
and show your name, identifying information (date of birth or age), and preferably, a recent photograph. For
example, as proof of identity, we must see your:
• U.S. driver’s license;
• State-issued non-driver identification card; or
• U.S. passport.
If you do not have one of these documents, or you cannot get a replacement for one of them within ten days, we
will ask to see other documents, including a(n):
• Employee identification card;
• School identification card;
• Health insurance card (not Medicare card); or
• U.S. military identification card.
What’s more important than having your card is knowing your Social Security number. This is how we identify you,
tally your wages correctly, and how we eventually issue you accurate retirement benefits. You might not even need your
card for identification purposes if you know and consistently use your correct number.
For more information about replacing a lost or stolen Social Security number card, go to www.socialsecurity.gov/
ssnumber.
Stephanie Holland is the public affairs specialist for West Michigan. You can write her c/o Social Security Administration,
455 Bond St, Benton Harbor MI 49022 or via email at stephanie.holland@ssa.gov

NOTICE

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up
to 350 words. The subject should be relevant to
local readers, and the editor reserves the right
to reject letters or edit for clarity, length, good
taste, accuracy, and liability concerns. All submissions MUST be accompanied by full name,
mailing address and daytime phone number.
We use this information to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do not print anonymous letters,
or acknowledge letters we do not use. Writers are limited to one letter per month. Email
to news@cedarspringspost.com, or send to
PostScripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370,
Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

Legislators need to represent
the people
Dear Editor,
Since our legislators don’t seem to consider our roads
a priority, I suggest that instead of worrying about drawing new voting districts lines, the legislators should pass
a new law that all Michigan residents be represented by
the first letter of their last name. Alphabetically—imagine that. We, as Michigan residents, would be represented instead of money and politics being represented.
Anybody?
Sincerely,
Betty Towns, City of Cedar Springs

We just want our stuff back
To the Grave Robbers: Elmwood Cemetary- Cedar
Springs
How dare you take our shepherds hook and lantern
that had about $8.00 worth of coins in it. We put those
items on his final resting place and you had the nerve to
go there and take them off his grave. Do you know that
he served 20 years in the Navy just so you could have
your freedom. So how do you show your respect? You
steal items his family and friends had placed there in
remembrance of him. We just want our stuff back. We
know you have probably already spent the money and
are enjoying the other items at your house. We just hope
you know that the coins were from his Navy buddies,
who put them there to show their respect and honor to
him. This will haunt you for the rest of your life.
From the family of Terrance A Gage II

The POST is online @
www.cedarspringspost.com
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Gebhardt
Insurance
GEBHARDT INSURANCE AGENCY
14 South Main
St., Cedar Springs, MI 49319
Agency
Phone: 696-9440 or 1-888-696-9440
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Savages
...continued from page 4

ened interpretation of the
Scriptures.
When Williams arrived in
Massachusetts more than a
century before the American Revolution, he was part
of the Puritan effort to build
that famed “City on a Hill,”
a divinely instituted nation
where everyone would be
“Bible-Minded.” But, in
short order, Williams became
the most controversial figure
on the continent.
How so? Williams relentlessly preached liberty of
conscience and freedom from
state-driven religious conformity, espousing a revolutionary idea that there should be
a separation between church
and state. Vexed to the point
of murder, the authorities

made plans against Williams.
Warned that he would soon
be arrested, Williams escaped
into the wilderness where he
eventually purchased from
the Narrangansetts, the land
that would become Rhode
Island.
And, it was exactly that:
an island, a sanctuary for all
kinds of religious dissidents
in the earliest years of the
American colonies. Jews.
Quakers. Baptists. Catholics.
Atheists. They came in manifold and variegated expressions, and Roger Williams,
this nation’s first Founding
Father of toleration and liberty, welcomed them all.
It was no wonder, then,
when Massachusetts Governor, John Winthrop, asked

Roger to recant of his beliefs, leave the natives of the
wilderness and come home,
Roger responded, “I cannot;
for I feel safer among the
Christian savages, than I do
among savage Christians.”
Ironically, Roger Williams
never lost his faith. To the
end of his life, he was a “Bible-Minded” man. Maybe,
if he were alive today, he
would wish that the city he
founded was more “biblical,”
but he would never force it
to be so. He would say, as
he said: “Men’s consciences
ought never to be violated…
for a religion that must be upheld by violence, is a religion
that cannot be true.”
Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, blogger,
pastor, and author of multiple books. Visit his website at
www.ronniemcbrayer.net.
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Rotary
...continued from page 3

ians and three family members of Rotarians. This award is
given by the Rotary Foundation, in appreciation for a substantial contribution to its humanitarian and educational
programs. The PHFA was established in 1957 and named
after its founder, Paul Harris, a Chicago lawyer who started
Rotary International with three business associates in 1905.
The Foundation provides an array of programs and projects that save and invigorate the lives of people around the
world, enhancing international friendship and understanding.
Rotarians Amanda Gerhardt, Ron McDermed, Denise
Gates, Kim Burge, and Tom Noreen (represented by his
daughter Karen Noreen) became multiple-level Paul Harris
Fellows. Jim White stated, “These five people understand
the on-going needs of our Rotary Foundation, and are providing for a wide array of programs that achieve beneficial
changes in our world—improved living conditions, increased food production, better education, wider availability of treatment and rehabilitations for the sick and disabled,
new channels for the flow of international understanding,
and brighter hopes for peace. Your support is truly a selfless
action.”
The family members of Rotarian Sue Wolfe, an existing
PHF, receiving the award were her husband Tim Wolfe, son
Nick Wolfe (represented by his wife Krista), and daughter
Katie Wolfe Trolla.
Only a few Rotarians ever achieve the level of giving
called Major Donor. With great recognition and honor,
PDG White presented Marge and Jack Clark with this distinguished award. “These two people have a life-time of
‘Service Above Self,’ along with financial support to the
Foundation. Not only would I like to bestow this title of
Major Donor but would also like to wish them a happy 69th
wedding anniversary,” he said.
PDG White called the Clarks up to receive their crystal
recognition piece and pendant and lapel pin, while club
members rose with a standing ovation to express appreciation for the Clarks. Most all of the Clark’s children, Marilyn Clark, Barb and Gene Waller, Mark and Sue Clark, and
granddaughter and Lowell Rotarian Karen Noreen were in
attendance. Nancy and Tom Noreen were out of the country
and unable to attend.
A certificate and PHF pin were given to each of these
eight individuals. The Cedar Springs Rotary Club ranks in
the district’s top ten for charitable giving to both the Rotary
Foundation and Polio Eradication Program.

Legal
NOTICE
Township
of Nelson
County of Kent,
Michigan

PUBLIC NOTICE
Public notice is hereby given that on July 30th,
2015 at 7:00 PM the Zoning Board of Appeals of
the Township of Nelson will hold a hearing at the
Nelson Township Hall located at 2 Maple St., Sand
Lake, Michigan concerning the following request:

41-03-30-451-007
S 173 FT OF W 135 FT OF E 503 FT OF SW ¼
SE ¼ SEC 30 T10N R10W .54A M/L
Also known as 5337 17 Mile Rd.
Property owner is requesting a front yard set back
variance to allow for the construction of a home
on the property. The property is located in the
SFR-M zoned area.
All interested persons may attend the public
hearing and be heard concerning the variance
requests. Written comments may be submitted
to the Township office prior to the date and time
of the hearing.
Dated: July 9, 2015
ZONING BOARD OF
APPEALS, TOWNSHIP OF NELSON

The Cedar Springs Post

Guides
...continued from page 10

sources or education majors—who are working summer
jobs as they explore potential careers, but they needn’t be.   
“Mostly I’m looking for people who are enthusiastic and
willing to learn and teach what they learn to others,” Gourlay said. “Having enthusiasm for outdoors is important. The
youngest person I’ve had working for me was fresh out of
high school. The oldest was 70 years old.”
Explorer Guides attend a weeklong training session at the
beginning of the summer, where they learn about the job
and share experiences with each other. A full day is devoted
to fishing, but employees also learn additional program-creating techniques.   
“Hook, Line and Sinker is a huge part of the program,”
Gourlay said. “They may know a lot about fishing, but they
may not know how to teach fishing.”   
Other than that, guides are free to develop their own
programs. “They’re individualized,” Gourlay said. “They
figure out the cool factor—what it is that brings people to
those parks—and go with that.”
Michelle Schepke, the Explorer Guide at North Higgins Lake State Park, conducts a regular fishing program
at nearby Marl Lake every Friday evening. And Saturday
afternoon she leads a tour through the CCC Museum. The
rest of the week, Schepke, in her second season, presents
programs on archery, canoeing, kayaking or any number
of subjects.   
“I love teaching and I love working with children and
families,” said Schepke, a preschool teacher. “I love to see
their faces light up when they learn something new or exciting. I always try to have some nature programs—a turtle
program or a frog program with a live animal—something
unique that will draw people in.   “I love it.”
So does Shelby Brown, in her third year of running programs at Metamora-Hadley State Recreation Area. A student at Central Michigan University, Brown said she started out by presenting well-established programs, but has
since developed her own unique presentation. “Last week
I did a Michigander program. I researched a bunch of cool
Michigan facts and set it up trivia style,” she said. “People
seemed to like that. And I do a program on hoppers—frogs,
rabbits, white-tailed deer—animals that hop. It’s a great
summer job. I like being outside all day and I’m a people
person so I’m with other people all the time. And everyone
who comes to my programs is genuinely interested. It’s not
like school; they want to be here. It’s awesome.”
Always popular with state park visitors, the Explorer pro-
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gram is becoming even more of a draw. Originally designed
to cater to park visitors, the programs are increasingly being regularly attended by local residents. The DNR has expanded outreach to local community centers and libraries to
publicize the programs.
“That’s a huge component now of what we do,” Gourlay
said.
To help meet demand, Explorer Guides sometimes make
presentations at other nearby parks. And some park supervisors send one of their summer workers to the training so
they’ll know how to present occasional programs.  For a
list of state parks with Explorer programs and scheduled
events, visit www.michigan.gov/stateparks.  The DNR is
always looking to expand outreach opportunities and will
be hiring more guides next year. The job is perfect for educators or naturalists, but those are not requirements, Gourlay said.   “You can’t be afraid of bugs,” she said. “Or you
can be, but you just can’t show it.”

Wildlife
...continued from page 10

form a concentration. Using picture cards of birds and mammals, I placed them face down on the floor and would ask
for an animal. When they selected correctly, they got to put
it in their pile. With each picture of a bird or mammal, I
would make a sound and motion to associate with the animal making it more fun and interesting.
Before they could talk, they could recognize over 100
birds and mammals. The girls could recognize many tree
species we saw on our walk to Lake Michigan. On camping
trips, they were great observers and saw things I missed.
Maybe this was because their eyes were closer to the ground
but I think they simply learned to observe creatures that
shared the world with them. They developed good observation skills.
It was fun to play wildlife concentration, walk to Lake
Michigan, and explore outdoors. Of course, they would tire
and we found other things to do when we were growing
weary. Today they appreciate the multitude of life and try to
live lives that promote sustaining a healthy environment for
humans and other creatures. I still expose them to nature.
Help children exceed the norm for wildlife recognition and
keep it fun. The best learning comes from one on one experiences between adult and child.
Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net Ody Brook, 13010 Northland Dr, Cedar Springs, MI
49319-8433 or call 616-696-1753.

At your service...
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Homes
for Sale

Homes
for RENT

The Kent County Sheriff’s
Department will be auctioning
a 2006 Grand Prix and a 2008
Ford Truck at 13889 West St.,
Cedar Springs on July 20th at 10
am. #27p

CEDARFIELD
55+
COMMUNITY

For Rent/For Sale: 4 Bedroom
Ranch, 3 full baths, family room,
air conditioned, appliances
included. No pets, no smoking.
$950 month plus utilities and
security deposit. Call 616-6446432. #27p

616-696-2598

VACANT
HOMESITES
AVAILABLE

www.artsmithauctions.com

Garage/
yard sales
Plan Ahead And SAVE!
Run your sale ad for TWO
weeks and the 2nd week is
½ off! Expires 9-14-15.

Next to Meijer

Call for details

616-696-1100

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

Just Listed

Part Estate Sale/ Yard Sale: July
8 – 11, maybe July 12(?), from 8
am to 7 pm. 16530 Algoma NE,
Cedar Springs, north of 20 Mile
Rd. #26,27p

Help

Wanted
Direct Support Professionals
needed to work with adults with
disabilities in residential settings
in the Sparta and Belmont
areas.
Part time openings
on 1st, 2nd and 3rd shifts.
Responsibilities include training
and assistance with community
activities, recreation, cooking,
housekeeping, and self care to
promote independence. Must
be at least 18 years of age and
possess a high school diploma
or GED and have the ability
to pass a background check.
Please apply online at www.
moka.org. #26,27b

4415 21 Mile Rd. Ne
sand Lake

Large home with open floor
plan that boasts 5 bedrooms,
3 full baths with heated tile
floors, a 30 x 48 pole barn
with extra large doors, a
beautifully finished basement
and many more features. All
this is situated on a sprawling
2.48 acres. Home is move
in ready and priced to sell at
$234,900! Call to schedule
your private viewing.

Found: Vehicle key found on
the White Pine Trail near the
Sand Lake Feed Mill just south
of Lake St. Found on Friday,
June 19. Call 616-636-5918.
#25

A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb
Garage Doors: Spring repairs. Sales, service and
installation of garage doors
and electric openers. Lowest prices guaranteed.
Free Estimates. 616-3343574. #tfnp

Corner
Found: dog – Pomeranian.
Found on 16 Mile between
Edgerton and Algoma. Call to
identify, 616-696-2846. #24

(616)430-9608 (cell)
office (616)957-1680

NOW
HIRING!
NOW

Workbox Staffing has
HIRING!
several positions available!

Workbox Staffing has
Assembly
• Machineavailable!
Operator
several positions

Maintenance • Tool & Die Repair
Summer Help • Quality Manager
General Labor • CNC • Landscapers
Fabricators • Process Tech’s
Welders • Brake Press Operators

CNC Machinist needed in the Howard City Area
General production
needed inOperator
Assembly
• Machine
Big Rapids $10.00/hr, Sparta Area $9.50/hr,
CNC Machinist
needed
in
the
Howard City Area
Greenville $8.50
to $10.00/hr
Maintenance
• Tool
& inDie Repair
General production
needed
General Labors/Spray Painters, Machine Operators
Big Rapids $10.00/hr, Sparta Area $9.50/hr,
needed
in
Rockford
to $8.50/hr
Summer
Help
• $8.00
Quality
Manager
Greenville
$8.50
to $10.00/hr
FreightLabors/Spray
Management
Coordinator
needed
on
General
Painters,
Machine
Operators
General
• CNC
•$8.50/hr
Landscapers
2ndLabor
shift
Grand
Rapids
$17.00/hr
needed
in in
Rockford
$8.00 to
Freight Management
needed
on
Carpenters
needed in Coordinator
Grand Rapids
$15.00/hr
2nd
shift inneeded
Grand
Fabricators
•inRapids
Process
Tech’s
Powder
Coaters
Grand $17.00/hr
Rapids $11.00/hr
Carpenters needed in Grand Rapids $15.00/hr
Material Handler with Plastics Experience
Powder Coaters
needed in Grand
Rapids $11.00/hr
Welders
•onBrake
Press
Operators
neededHandler
2nd with
in Grand
Rapids
$8.75
Material
Plastics
Experience
Fabricator
with
sheet
metal
experience
needed on 2nd in Grand Rapids
$8.75
Warehouse
Workers
needed
in Grand
$13.00
to $20.00/hr
Fabricator
withRapids
sheet metal
experience
needed
independing
Grand
Rapids
$13.00
to $20.00/hr
on experience
with
Forklift
Experience

Warehouse Workers
with Forklift Experience
depending on experience

And
many more
jobs,... APPLY TODAY
ANDAnd
MANY
MORE
many more
jobs,... APPLY TODAY
AND
MANY
MORE
Call
Today
for an
an appointment
appointment
Call
Today
for

Se Habla Espanol

Se
Habla Espanol
616-326-2550
616-326-2550
STAFFING

STAFFING

NEWAYGO

4753 14
Mile Road, Rockford
NEWAYGO
CEDAR
4116 - 17SPRINGS
Mile
Rd.
8235 Mason
Dr., Suite A

4753 14
Mile Road, Rockford
4116 - 17 Mile
Rd.
8235
Mason Dr., Suite A
616-326-2550
231-303-9000

231-303-9000
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Enjoy backyard family time

PETS of the Week
Murray - Male Hound Mix
My name is Murray, and
I am a 2 year old snuggle bug. I love to play,
play, and play! If you are
looking for someone to
do activities with, I am
the dog for you! Come
and meet me at Humane Society of West
Michigan!

Free to Good Homes: 4 kittens,
6 weeks old. Small black one
(Siamese mother), Calico with
long hair, Tiger with short hair,
and an almost tiger (black &
gray) with a white tummy. Call
616-696-2625, ask for Ruth.
#26

Lost • Found • Free

Animal Ads

FREE
in The POST
696-3655
are

Narrow
Your
Search
use the

Cedar Springs
Post
Classiﬁeds

LesLie RuppeL

Coldwell Banker AJS-Schmidt

Call The POST 696-3655

616-326-2550

Lost: Set of keys, Chevy car
and others with remote opening
fob. Lost between Meyers Lake
and Burger King on 17 Mile
Rd. Lost Wednesday, July 1st.
REWARD! Call 616-696-1073.
#27

Services

small ads
make ¢ents

CEDAR SPRINGS

Lost and
found

Critter

Classiﬁeds Work

AUCTION

Thursday, July 9, 2015

The POST will give you a

$1.00 OFF
CLASSIFIEDS

Leo - Male Domestic Medium Hair
I’m a 4 year
old cuddly kitty looking for
my next loving
home. I may be
a bit reserved
at first, but I
sure do love to
play! I love toys
and
anyone
who wants to join in my games. Come and meet me at
Humane Society of West Michigan!
For more information on
the Humane Society of West
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or
visit them at 3077 Wilson NW,
just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road during
adoption hours or visit www.hswestmi.org.
Adoption Hours:
Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm,
Saturday: 10am-4pm

CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline:

Monday by 5:00 p.m.

No Billing - All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00

when you pay with CA$H
Call 616.696.3655 for details

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

for first 25 words,

20¢ for each additional word
(pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST

616.696.3655

Family Features

A lush, healthy landscape is the perfect setting for making family memories. In fact, more
than half of Americans say their yard is their
favorite place at home to spend quality time
with family.
In a recent survey commissioned by TruGreen, two-thirds of Americans said their
fondest family memories involve spending
time together with friends and family in their
yard, often in the form of barbecues and cookouts.
“A beautiful lawn inspires beautiful connections, which often become our fondest
memories and can even lead to creating new
traditions,” said David Alexander, TruGreen
president and CEO. “A happier, more connected life lived outside starts with a healthy, beautiful lawn as the foundation.”
Indeed, having a yard you’re proud to share
may make creating family memories easier.
Nearly half of the survey’s participants said
if they had a greener, more maintained and
healthier lawn, they would spend more time
outside.
Follow these tips from the lawn care experts
at TruGreen to work your way toward a greener, healthier yard you and your family can enjoy all season long:
• Mow and water your lawn regularly. Basic maintenance can be tedious, but
it is absolutely necessary in order to give
your lawn the chance to thrive. One of the
most common mistakes is not mowing
frequently enough. Knowing when and
how to mow – and doing so regularly –
minimizes the chances of damaging your
lawn.

• Irrigation. Watering your lawn is perhaps
the easiest step to take care of on your
own. Proper watering is an important factor; it’s not just about how much water to
use, but when to water as well. Be sure to
water your lawn weekly, as well as at the
first sign of drought.
• Keep your lawn free from debris. Another
part of lawn care that is often overlooked is
removing dead leaves and other debris to
give room for the lawn to breathe and grow
properly. Grass clippings and other debris
can lead to heavy thatch accumulation,
which can keep your lawn from receiving
the right amount of water and nutrients,
and can prevent your lawn from growing.
• Watch out for lawn damaging insects. Most species are at their peak
around summertime, when the weather is
warm and they come out to wreak havoc.
Unfortunately, while some lawn damaging
insects are only interested in your lawn,
other pests – like fire ants – may be more
interested in your summer get-together
guests. So before guests arrive, be sure that
your backyard is properly treated for lawn
damaging insects that could put a damper
on your festivities and cause harm to your
guests.
• Fertilize regularly. Fertilization is one
of the most important parts of lawn care,
providing much needed nutrients to your
soil and allowing your grass to grow green
and lush. Therefore, it’s important to find a
company, such as TruGreen, that includes
fertilization among its regularly scheduled
lawn care services.
For more lawn care and maintenance advice,
visit www.trugreen.com.

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at

www.cedarspringspost.com
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Family
ThursDay, July 9
Pack
*

HOT!

To sunDay, July 12

BUY

lb

These iTems only

Fresh Ground
Hamburger
Carne molida

99

¢

3lb yellow
onions

HOT!
BUY

1
1 29
1
2 99
1
69ea
ea

Coburn Farms
Large Eggs
1 Dozen
Huevos

HOT!
BUY

4 lbpkg

79

Fresh Brussel
sprouts
ea

Ginger Evans
Sugar

/lb

99

4 pack Tomatoes

all Gallon milk
Excludes Chocolate

1

y
Onl

Chocolate milk $2.99

Ahorra hasta un
40% todos los días!

1
12/$

y
l
n
O

BUY

ea

3

99

05FM_23776_CV

79
8 ct

2

Chicken
Drumsticks

(Previously frozen)

Big Bag Cereal

assorted varieties 28oz

Buyers Best

1

hash Browns
10ct

$

Betty Crocker

assorted Fruit snacks

1

4.5-5.4oz

99

88

¢ea

www.facebook.com/
CedarSpringsSaveALot

larry the Cable Guy

100ct

2

1

6

99/lb

99ea

Cherry & Blue
raspberry

89

8oz

79
ea
Tropicana

99

59oz

8 7/8in, 30 ct

Boneless
Pork Chops

slush Puppies

Freezer Pops

ea

Papas Idaho

24oz

mr. Freeze

2

99

Fresh
Idaho
Potatoes

Baby Back ribs

lemonade &
Fruit Punch

readi serve foam plates

ea

¢/lb

Family
Pack

10lbbag

Precios válidos del Domingo 4 de Mayo al Sábado 17 de Mayo

99

Kiggins

Salchicha estilo Alemàn

Grissom’s
Hot Dog or
Hamburger
Buns

Frisby’s
Crinkle Cut Fries

3

Farmington
Brats

14 oz,
Smoked, Cheddar
or Jalapeño & Cheddar

¢

ea

for

for

Family
Pack

49

All prices effective Sunday, May 4th to Saturday, May 17th

1

y
Onl

ea

Brócoli

2$

Broccoli

Fresh
Broccoli

28 oz, Assorted Varieties

5

4
2$

29

Fresh limes

HOT!

Kiggins
Big Bag Cereal

lb
pkg

6

99eaevery day! 49
/lb
y
Onl

new york
strip steaks

¢
ea
3/$

¢
ea

10

Coca Cola

Products

12 packs
Assorted Varieties

Amazing quality. Fantastic prices.
Satisfaction guaranteed.
La más alta calidad. Precios increíblemente bajos.
Satisfacción garantizada.

Cedar Springs, MI | 14301 White Creek Ave NE | (616) 696-5212

Mon-Sat 8am-9pm • Sun 8am-8pm • We gladly accept EBT, WIC, MasterCard, Visa & Discover

Prices effective July 9 to July 16, 2015, *unless otherwise specified. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Ad valid only at stores listed. Not responsible for typographical errors.

2

29

ea

E ve r y d a y

Save-A-Lot®
Gallon Milk

