
By Judy Reed

This City of Cedar 
Springs will hold a special 
meeting on Thursday, June 
29, at 7 p.m. at City Hall, 
to take care of some last minute busi-
ness before the new fiscal year starts 
on July 1.

Action items include voting on pur-
chasing a new radar speed sign for the 
city; Morley Park pavilion rental and 
electricity at the pavilion; and a mo-
tion to approve the Library Services 
Agreement, Grant Area District revi-
sion.

According to City Manager Mike 
Womack, the radar sign would be por-
table and could be moved around the 

City, wherever there was a need.
“The reasoning behind the radar 

sign is that we have seen the Sheriff 
Department’s radar sign in action and 
it absolutely does result in slower traf-
fic, which is safer for the public,” ex-
plained Womack. “By having our own 
sign, we could be quicker to respond 
to citizen complaints of speeding traf-
fic and we would also have the ben-
efit of the resulting data that the sign 
takes in while its measuring traffic 
speed. This data could then be used to 

Marijuana wax operation causes fire

Editor’s note: 
With the cool 
weather we’ve 
had recently, it 
seems more like 
Spring or Fall. 
Mornings have 
been in the 40s 
and daytime 
highs in the 60s. 
Some people 
are wondering 
where summer 
is. We know the 
warm tempera-
tures will be back 
soon, but what if 
they didn’t come 
back? What if 
we had snow in 
July? That’s what 
happened in 1816. Read the article 
below from the Farmer’s Almanac 
to see what happened.

The infamous “Year Without a 
Summer” was a weather event so 
devastating that people are still 
talking about it some 200 years 
later.

Referred to by many names, 

including “the poverty year” and 
“eighteen hundred and froze-to-
death,” the year 1816 was literal-
ly a year without a summer across 
much of the Northern Hemisphere. 
Throughout not only North Amer-
ica, but also Northern Europe and 
parts of Asia, an exceptionally cold 
summer, featuring killing frosts 
in July and August, crippled food 

production. Crop failures and food 
shortages were so widespread that 
rioting and looting became com-
mon in the United Kingdom and 
France.

On this side of the Atlantic, many 
residents of New England and the 
Canadian Maritimes froze to death, 
starved, or suffered from severe 

According to Kristen Wieland, the Communications & Marketing Manager 
for the Kent County Department of Public Works, the explosion occurred at 
7:45 a.m., shortly after they started up the sorting equipment for the day. Grand 
Rapids Fire Department was dispatched, and one Kent County staff person was 
taken for medical observation. 

Wieland explained that there are a series of conveyor belts and other equip-
ment that help move the recyclables through the plant. “The belts pass by 26 
people around the plant who are each responsible for sorting specific materials. 
Fairly early in the sorting process, a strong magnet automatically pulls out fer-
rous metals. That’s where the propane tank would’ve gotten removed from the 
sorting line. 

“The ferrous metals are dropped by the magnet into a storage area where they 
sit until we have a sufficient quantity to bale. Kent County staff was baling fer-
rous metals when the explosion occurred. Three of the one-pound propane tanks 
were found in the residue from the explosion,” she said.

“Though they’re considered disposable, small camping-style propane cylin-
ders are not recyclable. With camping season upon us, it is critically important 
that these metal tanks be disposed of properly,” said Wieland.

Instead, propane tanks of all sizes should be brought for safe disposal to any 
of these locations:

• South Kent Recycling & Waste Center, 10300 South Kent Drive, Byron 
Center

• North Kent Recycling & Waste Center, 2908 Ten Mile Road, Rockford
• Or any of Kent County’s SafeChem household hazardous waste drop off 

centers, listed at www.accesskent.com/waste.
Wieland added that it was nearly one year ago to the date of their last sig-

nificant explosion though that one was less severe. A propane tank was also 
suspected as the cause of that incident.

By Judy Reed

Three small propane tanks, im-
properly disposed of, were the cause of an explosion inside a baler at the Kent 
County Recycling & Education Center at 977 Wealthy SW in Grand Rapids last 
Thursday morning, June 22.

Propane tanks cause 
explosion at recycling 
center
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The Year without a Summer
by Jaime mcLeod

An explosion at the Kent County Recy-
cling Center last week was caused by 
three small propane tanks someone 
had tried to recycle. Photo courtesy Kent 
County.

Grand Rapids Fire was called to the scene of this explosion at the Kent County Re-
cycling Center last Thursday. Photo courtesy Kent County. 

Fire crews at the scene of a house fire after an explosion on Lime Lake Dr on June 21. Photo 
by Cheryl Barrigear on WZZM13.com.

By Judy Reed

Neighbors called 9-1-1 af-
ter hearing an explosion on 
Wednesday evening, June 
21, at 13386 Lime Lake Dr. 

According to Solon Town-
ship’s Deputy Fire Chief 
Chris Paige, they were 
called out at 10:59 p.m. The 
first unit arrived on scene 
to see heavy smoke, with 
flames showing in the main 
floor of the home. The three 
occupants of the home were 
already out of the house.

“We had it out within 
about a half hour, but were 
on scene an addition 1-1/2 

Bloomin’ Summer
page 10
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Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus 
     & 
  Restaurant

95 North MaiN | Cedar SpriNGS
      CSBreW.CoM | (616) 696-Beer

Have a 
Safe & Happy 

Holiday Weekend!

Open July 4th!

Been in an accident?

Greenville Location: 
(616) 754-0307
Collision & Mechanical Services
12700 Old 14 Mile Rd NE | Greenville
Monday – Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

Cedar Springs Location: 
(616) 696-1830
Collision Only Services
13399 White Creek Ave NE | Cedar Springs
Monday – Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

Fixing Cars. 
Helping people.

We’ll Take It From Here

Blessing of the bicyclesArtists, Authors & 
You!
By Claudia mabie

There are many 
fun and wonder-
ful things for you 
at the new Cedar 
Springs Library! 
Artists, Authors & 
You! debuted at 
the Grand Open-
ing. It brings an 
ever-changing art 
exhibit to the beau-
tiful fireplace area. 
Two local artists 
who premiered this 
program are Alice 
Norton-Powell and Tim Hindenach.

The piece on display by Norton-Powell is titled Jezebel: In 
Her Easter Bonnet. The 22-inch x 22-inch acrylic on paper 
was completed in 2012. Norton-Powell has enjoyed enrich-
ing her craft by participating in classes and workshops for 
several years. In 2013 she was recognized locally with an 
exhibit and reception honoring her talents. In her Artist State-
ment she says, “I want to tell the world, through my art, that 
reality is sometimes vastly overrated. From ‘the cradle to the 
grave,’ I’ve chosen to make my life a dance!  And I want my 
artwork to dance a wondrous dance! I want it to have mys-
tery and bubble up from joyousness. I want it to tickle my 
inner well-springs of whimsy and humor…”  

Contrasting 
Norton-Powell’s 
work is a digital 
photo on me-
tallic paper by 
Hindenach titled 
Gum Drops. The 
16-inch x 30-
inch work, com-
pleted in 2007, 
draws the view-
er to move clos-
er and closer in 

order to absorb its crisp details and lighthearted subject. In 1972, 
while in the Philippines, Hindenach purchased his first Nikon 
camera. In his Artist Statement he says: “Wildlife, landscape, still 
life—and the curious effect of time on them all—inspires me to 
always be ready to take the next shot. There is a need in me to see 
how many ways I can capture ‘the view’—all the everyday things 
I see—the beauty of nature, the happiness and sadness in faces 
and the effects of light on objects. I love to print on metallic paper, 
metal and glass because they create an unexpected vibrance.”

The Artists, Authors & You! program will offer the community 
new works of art  each quarter of the year.  Please stop in and 
see these works of art from people in our own community. The 
Library is located at 107 N. Main St., Cedar Springs, and is open 
Monday through Friday from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Saturday 
from 9 a.m. to noon.

If you’re an artist who is interested in participating in the pro-
gram, or if you own a piece of art you’d like to share with the 
community, please send your information to:

Artists, Authors & You!
Cedar Springs Community Library
107 N. Main Street
Cedar Springs, MI  49319

Alice Norton-Powell

Tim Hindenach

At least 20 bikes were given away at the Blessing of 
the Bicycles at The Springs Church last Saturday. 

The Kent County Sheriff Department and many other volunteers helped make the 
Blessing of the Bicycles a success. Photo by Duane Harriman.

Photo by Duane Harriman.

By Judy Reed

The 3rd annual Blessing of the 
Bicycles was held at The Springs 
Church in Cedar Springs last Satur-
day, June 24. 

The focus of the event is to make 
sure kids get connected with a bike 
if they don’t have one. Each year 
organizer Johna Alexander takes 
donations of used bicycles and has 
them refurbished, and they also 
give away some new ones at the 
event. Simple repairs and main-
tenance is offered to kids who al-
ready have a bike.

“At least 20 bikes were giv-
en away, with four of them being 
brand new,” said Alexander. “We 
had new helmets available for all 
that attended and several other priz-

es were given away in a drawing.”
The Kent County Sheriff Department was 

on hand, to talk about bicycle safety, and wor-
ship Pastor Greig Hess gave the blessing over 
the bicycles.

Alexander said that she was grateful for the 
bicycle donations and for all those that partic-
ipated.

“Seeing all the smiling faces on the children 
in our community is a blessing for all that took 
the time to come and help,” she said.

If anyone has a bicycle they would like to 
donate for next year’s event, please call 616-
799-2850 for a drop off or to be picked up.

By Judy Reed

For the first time in 22 years, 
Alpha Family Center of Ce-
dar Springs had to cancel their 
LifeWalk, scheduled for June 
17, due to inclement weather. 
But that didn’t stop the team 
from holding the event that is 
their biggest fundraiser. 

“Thanks to Alpha Fami-

ly Center’s Board President 
Sharline Winell’s quick think-
ing and the help of 18 vol-
unteers we were able to host 
our first ever LifeWalk open 
house at Alpha from 9-11 
a.m.,” said Executive Director 
Teresa Hathaway. 

“Although our overall num-
bers were down from last year, 
we were pleased with the over 

100 people who came out in 
support of Alpha. This was a 
great opportunity for people 
to visit the center for them-
selves to see how their efforts 
are used to serve families in 
Northern Kent County.”

Hathaway said they were 
also appreciated the opportu-
nity to share future remodel-
ing plans for reception area.  

LifeWalk brought in just 
under $15,000 in pledges, 
which is short of the $20,000 
goal. “We still anticipate 
the final number to go up as 
pledges continue to come in 
from those who didn’t venture 
out in the rain on Saturday,” 
explained Hathaway. 

Alpha Family Center was 
established in Cedar Springs 
in 1992 as Alpha Women’s 
Center, one of several satel-
lite centers of the main one in 
Grand Rapids. In 2006, they 
became independent and the 
name was changed to Alpha 
Family Center. They offer free 
and confidential self-pregnan-
cy testing and counseling; 
important information on 
healthy relationships, dating, 
STDs, and self-esteem; abor-
tion alternative counseling; 
referrals for adoption, medi-
cal, and housing; miscarriage 
and post-abortion support; 
material assistance; and more. 

Alpha Family Center is lo-
cated at 6 N. First Street in Ce-
dar Springs, and they are open 
Monday through Wednesday. 
Please call 696-2616 or visit 
their website at www.alpha-
familycentercs.org for more 
information.

LifeWalk



As Isabella and 
Midland counties 
continue to manage 
flood conditions due 
to heavy rainfall last 
Thursday and Friday, 
the Michigan State 
Police, Emergency 
Management and 
Homeland Securi-
ty Division (MSP/
EMHSD) would like 
to remind citizens to 
drive safely and ad-
here to all road clo-
sures due to flooded 
roads. 

Flooding is one 
of Michigan’s most 
common hazards. 
According to the Na-
tional Weather Service, more 
than half of flood-related 
fatalities involved driving. 
Flooding can weaken roads 
or cause them to wash out 
entirely, making driving 
through flooded areas dan-
gerous. 

 “Flooding can cause seri-
ous hazards when driving,” 
said Capt. Chris A. Kelen-
ske, Deputy State Director 
of Emergency Management 
and Homeland Security and 

commander of the MSP/EM-
HSD. “The safest option is 
to drive only on main roads 
and to stay off roads that are 
closed or barricaded. Driving 
through water-covered roads 
is never worth the risk.” 

It is difficult to judge the 
depth of flood waters and 
only takes six inches of wa-
ter to reach the bottom of 
most passenger cars, causing 
loss of control and possible 
stalling. Remember: Turn 
around, don’t drown when 

encountering a flooded road. 
Other tips to stay safe 

while driving include: 
*Be especially cautious 

driving at night when it is 
harder to recognize flood 
dangers. 

*Do not take shortcuts, 
stick to main roads and des-
ignated evacuation routes. 

*Remember that it takes 
only two feet of rushing wa-
ter to carry away most vehi-
cles. This includes pickups 
and SUVs. 

*Keep an emergency pre-
paredness kit in your vehicle 
that includes food, water, 
a flashlight, a first-aid kit, 
emergency contact numbers 
and a help sign. 

*Avoid areas that are likely 
to flood, including dips, low 
spots and floodplains; always 
heed flood warnings and in-
structions from emergency 
officials. 

For additional flood safe-
ty tips, visit www.michigan.
gov/miready. 

Simple tips before hitting the road 
this summer
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U.S. to see lowest average Independence 
Day gas prices since 2005 Motorists taking to the road 

for the July 4 holiday week-
end will be benefitting from 
the lowest Independence Day 
gas prices since 2005, paying 
an average of $2.21 per gal-
lon, well under the 10-year 
average of $3.14, according 
to GasBuddy, the smartphone 
app connecting more than 65 
million drivers with their per-
fect pit stop. 

In Cedar Springs, the price 
was $2.34 one week before 
July 4.

Although average gas pric-
es are at historic lows, the 
price variance (or “spread” in 
industry parlance) in gas pric-
es in any given city on July 4 
will be at historic highs. This 
means there is a higher chance 
consumers will overpay at the 
pump over the holiday week-
end. SUV drivers can save on 
average $11 per fill-up by stop-

Use caution when driving in flooded areas 

Stay Safe. Drive Smart. The mission is to move Toward Zero Deaths on Michigan road-
ways. The statewide interim goal is to prevent traffic fatalities and serious injuries from 
reaching 967 and 4,600 respectively in 2018. As of June 27, 2017, 30 people died on 
Michigan roadways since last week, making a total of 476 this year. in addition, 182 
more were seriously injured for a statewide total of 2,554 to date. Compared to last year 
at this time, there are 36 more fatalities and 569 more serious injuries. www.michigan.
gov/zerodeaths

As thousands of Americans 
begin to plan their summer 
travels, the National Highway 
Traffic Safety Administration 
(NHTSA) cautions all those 
who plan to travel by car to 
think safety first to ensure a 
safe trip for them and their 
families.

Prevention and planning 
takes a little time, but it will 
give you the added comfort of 
knowing your loved ones are 
safe. NHTSA has composed 
a list of routine safety proce-
dures that drivers and passen-
gers should follow before, and 
during, their summer travel. 
Safety tips from NHTSA for 
safe summer travel

Perform a basic safety 

check. Rou-
tine car care 
like tune-
ups, battery 
checks, and 
tire rotations 
are important 
and help with 
p r e v e n t i n g 
breakdowns. 
That said, if 
you’re trav-
eling long distances this sum-
mer, don’t just rely on your 
usual maintenance. Be sure to 
also check your vehicle’s tire 
pressure, wiper blades, fluid 
levels, lights, and air condi-
tioning before you go.

Check for recalls. Even the 
most informed car owner may 

be unaware that their recalled 
vehicle is in need of repair. 
NHTSA’s free VIN Look-Up 
Tool lets you see if your ve-
hicle has been repaired as part 
of a safety recall in the last 15 
years. Visit www.nhtsa.gov/re-
calls to find out about possible 
safety defects in your vehicle, 
and help protect your loved 

ones and other motorists.
Protect your passen-

gers. All drivers and passen-
gers should wear seat belts. 
When you’re traveling with 
a child, it’s safest for them to 
ride in a car seat suited for their 
age and size, and all children 
13 and younger should ride in 

pRiCeS - continues on page 13

For first time in GasBuddy’s history, gas prices will be lower 
on July 4 than New Year’s Day but you could still overpay.
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Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

ChurchDirectory

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 
Web: www.pioneercrc.org

Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

Do you know that Saturday is the Sabbath?
To learn more about 
the Sabbath and the 
truth of the bible visit

The Church of God
Fellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209 www.cogfgomi.org

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM
Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM

Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm 

(Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh
Pastor Craig S. Carter

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta, MI 49345
616.550.6398

Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
Nursery & Children Ministry Provided

www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org 

  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
 Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes           Assoc. Pastor Mark Robb

Summer Worship: Sunday 10:00 am    
Nursery & Children’s Church during message

*Youth - June 21 & Aug. 23 6-7:30 pm   *Tuesday - Celebrate Recovery 6:30-8:30 pm
*Wednesday - Grief Share 6-7:30 pm  &  Open Prayer 6-7:30 pm

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

St. John Paul II Parish
A Welcoming Catholic Church

3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2-mqa.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Service Time: 10 am Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Senior Pastor, Rev. Chadrick Brown
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Jane Duffey
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided
Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(since 1946) Non-Denominational • pentecostal Grace

180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am

Sunday Night ..... 6pm 
pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

sunday Worship: 10 aM
enhance fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
coumc.weebly.com

Interim Pastor: Bill Johnson

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

ngagementEEEEE
irthBBBBB
nniversaryAAAAA
eddingWWWWW
emorialMMMMM
bituaryOOOOO
hankyou!TTTTT
nnouncementAAAAA

Rev. Chadrick Brown 
Solon CenteR 

WeSleyan ChuRCh
15671 algoma ave ne

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

honeSty
When my wife and I meet, she had long, beautiful, blonde 

hair. I loved her hair. It is what initially attracted me to her. 
She kept her hair long and blonde until we had our first 
child and then off to the chopping block she went to get rid 
of it. I think I cried that day. Don’t get me wrong; my love 
for her didn’t change, nor did her beauty, but the hair was no 
more. She told me she would grow it back and she did. But 
every few years, once she gets it back to the way I like it, 
she cuts it off. And then comes the question that she always 
asks me after the hair gets cut: “Honey, what do you think? 
Do you like it? Do you like my hair cut?” And in my mind 
I scream, “No, no, no, no! I do not like it. I love your hair 

Arlene Myers wishes to say thank you for her 90th 
Birthday Party on June 17th at Ensley Township Hall. 
Thank you for the many well-wishers, cards and gifts. 
It added to all the good memories.

long and blonde. I want it long.” But then I quietly answer 
out loud, “Of course honey, I love it. It’s beautiful.”  

I don’t think I am the only one that has ever done this. 
We all have had people in our lives ask a question and then 
answer them by telling them what they want to hear. Tele-
vision sitcoms often depict funny situations where a person 
says what they think another person wants to hear. In fic-
tion, it’s funny to see a person tell their boss or spouse what 
they want to hear.  

Unfortunately, these situations aren’t funny when they 
really occur in our lives. We all want to have people in our 
lives who answer our questions honestly even when the 
honest answer may not be a pleasure to hear. 

In Proverbs 24:26, from the Message Translation of God’s 
word, it says, “An honest answer is like a warm hug.” How 
awesome is that? How comforting is that?   

Honesty is hard at times. But it’s necessary. Why? It’s 
necessary to build trust. It’s necessary to have healthy rela-
tionships. It’s necessary if we are ever going to get beyond 
the surface of relationships and begin to go deeper. It’s nec-
essary if we are ever going to truly help each other and 
comfort each other.  

I want to challenge you today to build your relationships 
on honesty. You will enjoy the peace of mind that comes 
from knowing your friend is always giving you an honest 
answer. Your friends will enjoy the trust and confidence of 
a relationship where they can be honest without fearing re-
percussions if you don’t like their answer to your question. 
Everyone in a relationship benefits when it’s built on hon-
esty.

And yes, I practice what I preach. I always tell my wife 
that her hair is beautiful, no matter what the length of her 
hair is, even though she knows, I miss her long hair.    

From the Pulpit

Publish 
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$25 with photo 
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to additional fees by length.

*
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The Rev. Kim DeLong and the Court-
land-Oakfield United Methodist Church have a 
common denominator in that they are both fa-
miliar with change. On July 1, the congregation 
welcomes yet another new pastor. Pastor Kim 
has moved about in West Michigan since she 
began in 1998. She has held appointments in 
Muskegon, Grand Rapids, Belding, Turk Lake, 
Greenville, and three Big Rapids area congre-
gations linked together by assignment of the 
Michigan Area Bishop: Third Avenue, Paris, 
and Rodney. Her new appointment includes 
Courtland-Oakfield UMC and Wyoming Park 
UMC, serving half time in each congregation. 

Kim’s broad experience began as a Local 

The Cedar Springs Post Thursday, June 29, 2017   Page 5

Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

A drowning man does not 
complain about the size

of a life preserver.

Do all things without murmurings and disputings. 
Philippians 2:14

from God’s Little instruction Book- Honor Books

ngagementEEEEE
irthBBBBB
nniversaryAAAAA
eddingWWWWW
emorialMMMMM
bituaryOOOOO
hankyou!TTTTT
nnouncementAAAAA

I live

alonealone
One press of a button 

sends help fast, 24/7, 
even when you 

can’t reach a phone.

but I’m never alone. 
I have Life Alert.®

AS SEEN ON

TV

I liveI live

alonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealone
One press of a button 

but I’m never alone. 
I have Life Alert.®Life Alert.®Life Alert.

alonealonealonealone
Sa

vin
g a lif

e

fro
m a poten

tia
l c

atastr
ophe

 EV
ER

Y 10
 M

IN
UTES

!

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-456-6861
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Rev. Kim DeLong appointed to Courtland-
Oakfield United Methodist ChurchBoB W. RoSenBeRGeR

Bob W. Rosenberger Sr., 78 of Cedar 
Springs, died Thursday, June 22, 2017 at 
his home. He was born August 2, 1938 
in Sparta, Michigan the son of Jacob and 
Dorothy (Call) Rosenberger. He was a 
veteran of the Vietnam War and served in 
the U.S. Army for 22 years. His family was 
very important and first in his life. He could 
build or fix anything and was always there 
for others. He was a member of the Masonic 
Lodge and the Shriners. Surviving are his 
children, Bob (Mary) Rosenberger, Debra 
(Mike) Hage, Mark (Lynne) Rosenberger, 
Paul (Laine) Rosenberger, Cathy (Dan) 
Wiginton, Sondra Walker, Terry (Trudy) 
Wendt, Mary (Don) Wojtowicz, Ryan 
(Nancy) Wendt; many grandchildren and 
great-grandchildren; brothers, Melvin 
Rosenberger, Jim (Betty) McDonald; sister, 
Beatrice Singleton; sister-in-law, Judy 
Rosenberger. He was preceded in death by 
five brothers and one sister. A memorial 
service was held Tuesday, June 27th at the 
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar 
Springs. Interment Idlewild Cemetery, 
Kent City. Memorial contributions may 
be made to the Friends of the Michigan 
Veterans Home or the Shriners Hospitals 
for Children.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

There’s no cost to you! 
CALL (888) 648-7509

INDEPENDENT LIVING  •  ASSISTED LIVING  •  MEMORY CARE

A Place for Mom has helped over one million families find senior living 
solutions that meet their unique needs. Our Advisors are trusted,
local experts who can help you understand your options. Here’s what’s 
included with our free service:

The support you need to find quality
SENIOR LIVING SOLUTIONS

! We’re paid by our partner communities

A dedicated
local Advisor

Full details
and pricing

Hand-picked list
of communities

Help scheduling tours Move in support

Pastor, which led Kim to attend Garrett-Evan-
gelical Theological School, in order to be 
ordained a Deacon in the United Methodist 
Church. After serving as Deacon she then felt 
a call to move her ordination status to that of 
Elder, which she earned in 2016. This sojourn 
through the categories of professional minis-
try exposed her to opportunities to serve the 
church in a variety of circumstances, enlarg-
ing her vision of ministry while benefiting the 
congregations as well. She is a seasoned, gifted 

and learned pastor. 
Courtland-Oakfield Governance Board 

Chair Megan Harding says, “We are really 
thrilled that Pastor Kim has agreed to serve 
our church, and I have total confidence that she 
will continue to lead us as we move forward 
with our values as we learn to become people 
who love as God loves.”

Kim lives in Rockford with her husband, 
Cameron. They have three children and four 
grandchildren. 

CELEBRATE THE LIFE THEY LIVED!

• One story, modern facility

• Life celebrations created  
especially for loved ones

• Keepsake jewelry and 
urns available

• Veteran services

• Pre-planning services 

• Available 24 hours

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services 

GRANT CHAPEL 45 E. Main St., Grant MI 23I-834-56I3
NEWAYGO CHAPEL 226 State Rd., Newaygo, MI 23I-652-56I3

Every Life Tells A Story...
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620
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JOKE
of theWeek

Arts/entertAinment
HHometown

Happenings
Hometown Happenings articles are a community service 
for	 non-profit	 agencies	 only.	 Due	 to	 popular	 demand	
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles.	Deadline	for	articles	 is	Monday	at	5	p.m.	This	 is	
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. you now can email your Hometown Happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name 
and phone number for any questions we may have.

Library

NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM

SPENCER TOWNSHIP BRANCH
14960 Meddler Ave.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday & Wednesday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 5:00 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM

Directory

We have 

something for

everyone!

ced@llcoop.org
www.cedarspringslibrary.org
fb: cedarspringspubliclibrary

616-696-1910
107 N Main Street

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

MON - FRI 10 - 6
SATURDAY 9 - 12

Cedar Springs Community 

Library

YOUR hOMeTOwN

God’s Kitchen in Cedar Springs
July 4,11,18,25: Join us for dinner every Tuesday. God’s 
Kitchen – Cedar Springs welcomes families from Northern 
Kent County and the surrounding area to a Tuesday Evening 
Meal. No charge – no registration required!  Served from 
5:30 – 6:30 pm at the St. John Paul II Parish, 3110 – 17 Mile 
Rd., Cedar Springs. For more information, call the Church 
office at 616-696-3904. #26

Family Movie Night “The Shack,” Free 
movie!
July 8: Based on the bestselling book, “The Shack.” Free 
Admission, free popcorn, free lemonade and reasonable 
soft drinks. Showing at the Cedar Springs United Methodist 
Church, Fellowship Hall, Saturday July 8th at 7:00 pm. 
#26,27b

Southern Gospel Concert at 
East Nelson UMC
July 8: Internationally known touring group, Keepers of 
the Faith Quartet, will be at East Nelson United Methodist 
Church, 9024 – 18 Mile Rd., Cedar Springs on Saturday, 
July 8th at 6:30 pm. You don’t want to miss this amazing 
group of singers. Their message is certainly powerful and 
their music superb. Please come and invite your friends 
for an evening of inspiration! The concert is free; a love 
offering will be taken. For more information call 616-696-
0661. #26,27p

Cedar Springs Youth Football SIGN-UPS
July 11-27: Flag: 4-7years olds / Rocket: 3rd-6th grades / 
Middle: 7th-8th grades. Skinner Field: Tues & Thurs 7/11-
7/27 5:30pm-7:30pm. Contact: April Victorson (616)890-
5869 csyflsecretary@gmail.com. #19-26b

VBS at Hillcrest Community Church
July 17-21: Incredible & Amazing VBS Thrills coming 
to Hillcrest Community Church, 5994 – 18 Mile Rd., 
Cedar Springs, July 17 – 21 from 6:30 to 8:30 pm. Ages 
3 through 5th grade will enjoy exploring God’s Creation. 
Our Amazement Park theme will culminate with a special 
carnival fun night on Friday, July 21st at 6:30 pm. You will 
also want to come on Sunday, July 23rd at 10 am for VBS 
Sunday. All kids will be singing and sharing. Register 
online at hillcrestcommunitychurch.blogspot.com or call 
616-696-9333. #26

The detective goes camping
Sherlock Holmes and Dr Watson were going camping. 

They pitched their tent under the stars and went to sleep.
Sometime in the middle of the night Holmes woke 

Watson up and said: “Watson, look up at the sky, and tell 
me what you see.”

Watson replied: “I see millions and millions of stars.” 
Holmes said: “and what do you deduce from that?” 
Watson replied: “Well, if there are millions of stars, 

and if even a few of those have planets, it’s quite likely 
there are some planets like earth out there. And if there 
are a few planets like earth out there, there might also 
be life.” 

And Holmes said: “Watson, you idiot, it means that 
somebody stole our tent.” 

Kent theatre
DIGITAL Movies at the

now Showing

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 9coming Soon:

Movie Tickets 

ONLY $3.00
June 30 • July 1 • July 2

ShowtimeS:
Fri:  6:00PM • 9:00PM
sat:  3:00PM • 6:00PM • 9:00PM
sun:  3:00PM • 6:00PM

July 7-9 July 14-16

Wonder        Woman

Welcome warmer 
weather with a picnic 

(BPT) -   This time of year, the urge to go outside increases by 
the day. What better way to welcome warmer months than with 
a picnic, complete with homemade breads and baked goods 
made from scratch?

Whether you’re celebrating a birthday, looking for a new idea 
for date night or just want an excuse to relax on a lazy Sunday 
afternoon, these tips will equip you for a picnic that’s sure to 
please.
Location, location, location

The wonderful thing about picnics is that they can be enjoyed 
just about anywhere. Whether you want to take in your own 
backyard, visit a favorite park in your neighborhood or town or 
escape to a cherished remote spot that is secret to you, picnics 
allow you to make your meals extra special.

Rain showers got you down? Transform your living room into 
an indoor picnic space. Prepare a delicious spread, pick up some 
flowers, grab your favorite board games and make a day of it. 
You’ll forget the gray weather in no time.
A cause to celebrate

Warmer temperatures are enough cause for celebration, but 
if you’re planning a unique way to ring in a birthday or toast an 
anniversary, picnics are a great way to celebrate. Or, for a new 
twist on your next date night, ditch the dinner reservations in 
favor of a romantic picnic dinner spread somewhere special, or 
right outside your own back door.
The food: The reason we picnic

Whether a brunch, lunch or dinner picnic, food is always the 
star of the show; it’s the reason to own a picnic basket and the 
lovely accoutrements. For your next picnic, no matter the occa-
sion, make it a priority to bake something from the heart.

Fleischmann’s Yeast can be used for a variety of everyday and 
seasonal recipes, and as your oven works its magic, the smell of 
made-from-scratch baked goods is sure to get everyone excited 
to start the picnic party. Visit BreadWorld.com for recipe inspi-
ration for beginners and seasoned bakers alike.

From Beginner’s Cinnamon Rolls for a brunch picnic to 
French Bread, a staple for any occasion, these recipes are guar-
anteed to impress your picnic guests. So roll up your sleeves and 
start baking with yeast - it’s easier than you might think.

Follow the recipe below to build a delicious foundation for 
your perfect picnic sandwich.

French Bread
Ingredients
1 3/4 cups  warm water (100 to 110 degrees F) 
2 envelopes  Fleischmann’s Active Dry Yeast 
1 tablespoon Mazola Corn Oil 
2 teaspoons  salt 
5 to 5 1/2 cups  all-purpose flour cornmeal (to sprinkle  

 on greased baking sheet)
1 egg white  beaten with 1 tablespoon water
Directions
Place water in large, warm bowl. Sprinkle in yeast; stir 

until dissolved. Stir in oil, salt and enough flour to make a 
soft dough. Knead on floured surface until smooth and elas-
tic, about six to eight minutes. Place in greased bowl, turn-
ing to grease top. Cover; let rise in warm draft-free place 
until doubled in size, about 30 to 45 minutes.

Punch dough down. On floured surface, divide dough in 
half; roll to 15x10-inch ovals. Roll up from long ends to 
make loaves. Pinch seams and ends to seal; taper ends.

Place, seam sides down, on large greased baking sheet 
sprinkled with cornmeal. Cover; let rise in warm draft-free 
place until doubled in size, about 30 to 45 minutes.

Brush with egg white mixture. With a sharp knife, make 
four or five diagonal cuts (1/4-inch deep), on top of each 
loaf. Bake in a preheated 400 degree F oven for 25 minutes, 
or until done. For crispier crusts, brush two more times with 
egg white mixture, after 15 and 20 minutes of baking time. 
Remove from sheet and cool on wire rack.
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Call Today & Pay Less!
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Have a Safe and Happy 
4th of July Holidayhours checking for hot spots,” said Paige. 

Algoma, Kent City, and Sand Lake Fire 
Departments all assisted at the scene. 

The Kent County Sheriff Department 
also responded to the scene. According to 
police, a 39-year-old resident told deputies 
that they were making marijuana wax prior 
to the explosion. The man suffered severe 
burns to his hands and feet, as well as cuts 
from glass, and was transported to Spec-
trum Butterworth Hospital.  

The fire is still under investigation, and 
authorities have not yet released any more 
information.

Marijuana wax is also known as Honey-
comb, Wax, Butter, and BHO (butane hash 
oil). It’s made from oils found in pot plants 
and has a higher concentration of THC than 
most marijuana products. Highly flamma-
ble butane gas is used to extract the THC 
from the marijuana leaf, and has resulted in 
home explosions, injuries, and deaths. 

City
...continued from fornt page 
help direct when/where Sheriff intervention 
might be needed but it could also be used 
for economic development reasons such as 
knowing how many cars go past a certain 
place during a day or week.”

He added that the radar sign is also part 
of his ongoing initiative to make the streets 
safer for pedestrians overall. “We are also 
considering pedestrian crossing signs in the 
downtown area and we will be repainting 
the crosswalk paint on the asphalt,” he ex-
plained.

The radar signs they will be looking at 
range from a low of $1,785 to $3,165.

There are also several discussion items on 
the agenda, including choices of several dif-
ferent logos to use on the Elm Street garage 
that people walking or riding on the White 
Pine Trail would see; pedestrian crosswalk 
signs; and whether they can inscribe “Red 
Flannel Town” on the new clocktower at the 
corner of Main and W. Maple, by the library.

 

Minimum term required. Monthly service and early termination fees apply. 
Usage is subject to a Fair Access Policy. Actual speeds may vary. Speed and 
uninterrupted use of service are not guaranteed. Visit 
www.legal.HughesNet.com for details. HughesNet is a registered trademark 
of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar company.*Free standard 
installation applies to new Lease subscribers only. Not valid with Purchase 
option. Limited-time offer.

High-Speed Performance

Available Anywhere

No Phone Line Required

FREE Standard Installation*

Speeds up to 15mbps

Packages Starting at $59.99/mo

WHY HUGHESNET?

SIGN UP TODAY FOR
INSTANT SAVINGS

1-800-303-3817

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET
AVAILABLE ANYWHERE
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Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve mueller

Dust 
baths

The drama outside our window provides unending fas-
cination. Deer blinds are primarily used during hunting 
season but consider sitting in a blind throughout the year. 
My friends are more patient when it comes to blind use for 
observing nature niches. 

My friend, Don Wollander, would spend the day in a 
wildlife blind, with camera focused on a bird nest. He cap-
tured outstanding photographs and was rated the number 
one in world nature competition 13 of 14 years. People find 
countless ways to enjoy the natural world. 

Using our home as a blind, we see things we would miss 
when walking natural areas. When traveling outdoors, we 
witness things like a deer chasing a coyote recently de-
scribed in my column. If you missed it search on line at 
the Cedar Spring Post (www.cedarspringspost.com) where 
niche articles are archived. Another time a young fawn saw 
me standing still and approached, touched my knee with 
its nose before it thought, “You are not my mama!” and 
bounded off. 

From our home, we can view our backyard fire pit where 
we burn brush, roast hotdogs, and make “Some Mores.” 
Karen woke me to look out the bedroom window where 
there was a thick gray cloud in the still air over the fire pit. 
It was hard to see the turkey thrashing in the ash. 
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Wildlife shot of the week

Ron Parker, of Courtland Township, sent us some great photos of one of their many chipmunks trying to get sunflower 
seeds out of one of their feeders. This cute little guy worked hard for them, and deserves all the sunflower seeds he can get! 

Thanks, Ron, for sending us your photos!
Do you have a wildlife photo(s) you’d like to send us? Email them to news@cedarspringspost.com, and include your 

contact info and some information about the photo. 

A turkey taking a dust bath. By Charles & Clint (Flickr) [CC By-SA 
2.0 (http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/2.0)], via Wikimedia 
Commons

Middle school girls track finishes undefeated season

The Middle School girls track team finished undefeated.

The girls middle school track 
team finished the regular sea-
son with an undefeated record.  
This was the first year joining 
a new middle school confer-
ence and the girls excelled at 
the challenge. At the conclu-
sion of the season, the 7th and 
8th grade split their conference 
meets by grade level. The 7th 
grade team finished second, but 
only by a small margin.  The 8th 
grade team won their confer-
ence meet, which was also held 
at Red Hawk Stadium. This year 
the middle school team had a 
record number of girls out (87), 
which was a great thing for our 
program.

At the conclusion of the regu-
lar season, 15 girls represented 
Cedar Springs at the MegaStar 

A wild turkey was taking a health improving dust bath. 
Frequently we find hollows in the sand along sanctuary 
trails where turkeys dry bathe. Dust bath sand is important 
for wild turkeys and fowl like chickens that are kept by peo-
ple. The attuned nature observer will witness woodpeckers, 
robins, and other birds dust bathing. Water bird baths in the 
yard are good and get used but dry dust baths have special 
advantages. 

Birds lie in bare sand and use wings to stir dry earth on 
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Owned &
Operated by

2007 NISSAN XTERRA SE
4WD, PW, PL, AC, Only 94K! Local Trade

$9,450

2005 TOYOTA AVALON
V6, Auto., 30 MPG, PW, PL, Loaded!

$5,990

2007 CHEVY SILVERADO 2500 HD
LT Crew Cab Diesel, 4x4, Nice!

$18,900

2014 FORD FOCUS SE
70K, Auto., PW, PL, Cruise, Microsoft SYNC!

$9,950

2007 HUMMER H3
Pwr. Roof, Chrome Pkg., 130K

$12,900

2013 CHEVY CRUZE 2LT
80K, 6 Sp. Auto., Cool Color! PL, PW

$9,900

2006 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX
Leather, Alloys, 6 Disc CD, Clean!

$3,990

2007 GMC SIERRA 2500 EXT. CAB
4x4, 6.0, SLE, One Owner!

$11,900
2008 JEEP COMMANDER 4x4

106K, V6, 3rd Row, Loaded!
$10,900

2007 CHEVY IMPALA LTZ
3.9L V6, Leather, Loaded! 140K Mi.

$5,995

Visit us on the web • www.cedarcarco.com

12771 Northland Drive, Cedar Springs
1 Mile North of M-57 (14 Mile Road)

Hours: Mon. & Wed. 9 am - 8 pm
Tu, Th., Fri. 9 am - 6 pm • Sat. 10 am - 3 pm

2007 TOYOTA TUNDRA SP5
4x4, Ext. Cab, 148K, AC, 5.7L V8

$13,500
2004 FORD F-350 CREW CAB

6.0, 113K, 4x4, No Rust!
$15,995

SUMMER SAVINGS EVENT

2011 CHEVY EQUINOX LT
AWD, Local Trade, Loaded

$11,995

2010 FORD FUSION SEL
4 Cyl., Leather, Pwr. Roof, Alloys, Sharp!

$7,800

2003 DODGE RAM 1500 REG. CAB
4x4, V8, Auto., PW, PL, 20’s, 109K

$7,900

2008 CHEVY EXT. CAB LT
4x4, Alloys, 5.3L V8, Well Maintained

$12,900



Nature Niche
...continued from page  8
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Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche 
is online @ 

http://cedarspringspost.com/category/outdoors/
ranger-steves-nature-niche/

at home or away... we’re just a click away

5 YEARS

239101

2014-2017IN-STOCK

LAUNDRY
VOTED #1 
IN AMERICA BY WOMEN

INDUSTRY-BEST
WARRANTY

ON ELECTRONIC 
CONTROL MODELS

COVERS ALL PARTS 
AND IN-HOME LABOR

Larry’s
Furniture & Appliance

Larry’s

Furniture & Appliance
Northtown Greenville (616) 754-6101

MON. - SAT. 9-6 / CLOSED SUNDAY
Delivery, Gift Certificates and Layaway Available

SHORTER WASH CYCLES 
So you can spend less time doing laundry.

SUPERIOR WASH ACTION 
Gets clothes cleaner, faster.

CONVENIENT NO LID LOCK 
Stops any cycle instantly.

AUTOMATIC BALANCING SYSTEM 
For smooth and quiet operation on any floor.

COMMERCIAL QUALITY 
Long-lasting metal parts and stainless steel tub.

Saginaw County man sentenced in illegal deer baiting case

Sugar beets are shown spread over a field where illegal baiting took place in november 2016. 

A Saginaw County man 
was fined heavily, ordered 
to serve jail time, probation, 
and community service, 
and had his hunting privi-
leges revoked when he was 
sentenced recently for deer 
hunting violations he com-
mitted during the fall 2016 
firearm deer hunting season.
Dexter James Sysak, 40, of 
Merrill, Michigan, was con-
victed by a District Court 
jury in April of multiple 
hunting violations, dating 
back to Nov. 29. He was 
sentenced June 21.

“Sysak had taken a dump 
truck of sugar beets and two 
dump trailers of corn and 
placed them on his hunting 
property,” said Michigan 
Conservation Officer Joseph 
Myers, who investigated the 
case. “The actual measure of 
bait was impossible to count 
but was estimated at two-
and-a-half tons.”

Myers said conservation 
officers were alerted to a 
complaint of over use of bait 
via an anonymous tip to the 
DNR Report All Poaching 
hotline (800-292-7800) on 
Nov. 27.

The following day, offi-
cers went to the area, which 
turned out to be an old golf 
course—property owned by 
Sysak near the Gratiot-Sagi-
naw county line. Myers said 
he found access to the site 
using a county road ease-
ment.

“I saw a hunting blind on 

the right and I could see an 
orange object through the 
trees,” Myers said. “It was 
a grain trailer full of corn 
with the door broken off and 
about 100 gallons of corn on 
the ground.”

Corn was spread over a 
wide area. Myers said he 
kicked a hard object while 
walking, which was a sugar 
beet.

“There was a 150-yard 
cobblestone road of sug-
ar beets making a J-shape 
around the blind,” Myers 
said. “It looked like an in-
dividual had drove onto the 
property and just dumped 
the sugar beets out of a 
truck.”

With no name on the blind 
and no one at the site, Myers 
didn’t know who owned the 
land or the property. He de-
cided to return the next day, 
Nov. 29.

“There was a truck parked 
there. I walked up to the 
blind and there were four in-
dividuals in the blind,” My-
ers said.

Myers said he saw Sysak 
pick up a hunter orange vest 
as Myers approached the 
blind.

After interviewing Sysak, 
Myers determined the bait, 
far in excessive of the 2-gal-
lon limit, had been in the 
area for some time.

“Sysak also admitted 
to me that he had taken a 
9-point buck over the ille-
gal bait, making it an illegal 

deer,” Myers said. “I seized 
evidence and cited the sus-
pect.”

Myers said Sysak showed 
him the gun he used and 
where he shot the deer from. 
He also told Myers which 
meat processor the deer had 
been taken to—a place just a 
couple miles down the road.

Myers contacted the pro-
cessor and recovered the 
deer meat and antlers.

Sysak pleaded not guilty.
A jury trial was held April 

28 in District Court 65B 
in Ithaca in Gratiot Coun-
ty, where Sysak was found 
guilty by the panel of six 
jurors on all three charges 
against him. Those misde-
meanors included an over 
limit of bait, failing to wear 
hunter orange and taking a 
deer by an illegal method.

Myers said Sysak admit-

ted the facts necessary to 
prove the case during his 
testimony at trial. He also 
admitted he had rented a 
dump truck to place the bait 
on the property.

Sysak was sentenced June 
21 to serve 45 days in jail, 
fined roughly $15,000, in-

cluding $6,500 reimburse-
ment for the deer and or-
dered to serve 90 hours of 
community service to the 
DNR once his jail sentence 
is served. He was banned 
from all DNR activities 
during his 2-year probation 
term. All sport license priv-

ileges were revoked through 
2022.

The meat from the deer 
will be given to needy fami-
lies in the community.

There were extensive 
terms set for Sysak’s proba-
tion. If any of those terms are 
violated, it will be grounds 
for Sysak serving up to 1 
year in jail and potential life-
time revoking of his hunting 
license privileges.

Michigan conservation 
officers are fully commis-
sioned state peace officers 
that provide natural resourc-
es protection, ensure recre-
ational safety and protect 
citizens by providing gen-
eral law enforcement duties 
and lifesaving operations in 
the communities they serve.

Learn more about Michi-
gan conservation officers at 
www.michigan.gov/conser-
vationofficers.

themselves. They work the dirt into feath-
ers. The turkey that discovered our pow-
dered ash hit the jackpot. The fine powder 
works better than sand for suffocating ex-
ternal parasites likes lice, fleas, bedbugs, 
mites, ticks, and fly grubs. The dust helps 
clog spiracles that allow for parasite oxy-
gen exchange. It is not 100 percent effective 
but neither is slapping mosquitoes for us. 

The parasites might move to get away 
from the dust and the bird will more easily 
dislodge them from its body. Observe birds 
actively using their beak and legs to rid the 
body of parasites. Infested birds scratch and 
preen frequently. They exhibit broken or 
missing feathers. Do not confuse molting 
loss with parasite damage. When molting, 
they lose the same corresponding feather on 
both sides. Notice each wing is missing the 
same opposing feather during molting. 

Someone with me tried to help a nestling 
that had a mosquito on its head. He reached 
to remove the mosquito. Five young East-

ern Phoebes jumped from the nest. We gath-
ered the birds and put them back in the nest. 
I held my hand over the young until they 
calmed. Slowly I removed my hand and the 
birds stayed. My hand was black with lice. 
Nests are havens for parasites. When birds 
fledge the nest, they can begin behavior to 
reduce blood-sucking parasites that cause 
anemia, weight loss and general ill health. 
Dust baths are important health aids. 

The very fine ash so light it was suspend-
ed in air like a cloud was excellent for help-
ing the bird. It penetrated the feathers and 
coated the skin like an insect repellant. We 
are not the only ones that use nature to our 
advantage.

Natural history questions or topic sug-
gestions can be directed to Ranger Steve 
(Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - 
Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 North-
land Dr. Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 
616-696-1753.



FAMILY FEATURES 

A dazzling fireworks display may be the grand 
finale for your celebration, but you can make 
your mouthwatering menu a close second 

with these ideas to light up your Fourth of July. 
From bold burgers to crisp salads and sweet sides, 
give your guests plenty of reason to feel festive all 
day long. And don’t forget to add a little indulgence 
for all ages with a DIY dessert bar.

Find more recipes perfect for the Fourth of July at 
culinary.net. 

Photo courtesy of Getty Images
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A BOLD TAKE ON AN 
AMERICAN CLASSIC
When it comes to feeding family and friends on 
the Fourth of July, nothing pleases guests more 
than fan-favorite American bites fresh off the 
grill. Cheeseburgers are a tried-and-true classic 
for summer grilling season. Give your burger 
recipe a bold, sweet kick this Fourth of July with 
honey barbecue sauce and the finishing touch of 
delicious, smooth-melting Borden Cheese. Find 
more summer recipes to transform mealtime into 
memorable family time at bordencheese.com. 

Bold Honey Barbecue Burger
Total time: 35 minutes
Servings: 4
 1  pound ground beef
 1/2  cup chopped green onions
 1/2  teaspoon garlic powder
 1/2  teaspoon cayenne pepper
 3-4  tablespoons steak seasoning
 4  hamburger buns
 1/2  stick melted butter
 3/4  cup barbecue sauce
 1  tablespoon honey

 4  slices Borden Cheese American  
   Singles
 8  slices thick bacon, cooked until  
   crispy
 8  frozen onion rings 
 4  slices tomato
  fresh lettuce
Combine ground beef, green onions, garlic 
powder and cayenne pepper; form into four 
patties. Sprinkle both sides of each patty with 
steak seasoning. Cover and chill. (Patties can 
be made several hours in advance.)

Brush buns with melted butter; set aside.  
In small bowl, mix barbecue sauce with honey; 
set aside.

Heat grill to medium-high heat. 
Grill burgers to internal temperature of 160 F, 

about 4-6 minutes per side. Two minutes before 
burgers are finished, grill buns, butter-side 
down, until golden brown. Place cheese slices 
on burgers to melt. 

Serve each burger on buttered bun topped 
with two slices bacon, two onion rings, honey 
barbecue sauce, lettuce and tomato.

A TROPICAL SUMMER TWIST
If you find yourself hosting a last-minute barbecue 
without time to plan an extensive menu, don’t panic. 
Simply add a twist to traditional summer staples, 
like mixing one bag of cabbage with one jar of 
coleslaw dressing for a classic coleslaw side dish or 
incorporating coleslaw into your main course. This 
spin on a classic barbecue meal, Grilled Hawaiian 
Chicken and Tropical Coleslaw, can take your 
entertaining to the next level. For more recipes, visit 
litehousefoods.com.

Grilled Hawaiian Chicken  
and Tropical Coleslaw
Total time: 1 hour, 25 minutes
Serves: 6
 1/3  cup ketchup
 1/3  cup packed dark brown sugar
 1/3  cup low-sodium soy sauce
 1/4  cup pineapple juice
 4  tablespoons olive oil, divided, plus  
   additional for brushing grill
 1 1/2  tablespoons rice vinegar
 4  teaspoons Litehouse Instantly Fresh  
   Garlic
 1  tablespoon Litehouse Instantly  
   Fresh Ginger
 1/2  teaspoon sesame oil
 3/4 teaspoon freshly ground black pepper,  
   plus additional, to taste
  salt, to taste
 1 3/4  pounds boneless, skinless chicken breast,  
   chopped into 1 1/4-inch cubes
 1  large red onion, diced into 1 1/4-inch  
   pieces
 1 1/2  large green peppers, diced into 1 1/4-inch  
   pieces
 3  cups fresh cubed pineapple
Coleslaw:
 1  package (14 ounces) coleslaw mix
 1  cup diced red pepper
 1  cup diced pineapple
 1/2  cup slivered almonds
 1/2  cup Litehouse Coleslaw dressing
In mixing bowl, whisk together ketchup, brown 
sugar, soy sauce, pineapple juice, 2 tablespoons 
olive oil, rice vinegar, garlic, ginger and sesame  
oil. Stir in pepper and season with salt, if desired.

Place chicken in gallon-sized re-sealable bag. 
Reserve 1/2 cup marinade in refrigerator then pour 
remaining marinade over chicken. Seal bag and 
refrigerate 1-2 hours. Soak 10 wooden skewer sticks 
in water 1 hour.

While chicken marinates, prepare coleslaw.  
In medium bowl, toss together coleslaw mix, red 
pepper, pineapple, almonds and coleslaw dressing. 
Refrigerate until ready to serve.

Heat grill to 400 F. 
Drizzle remaining olive oil over red onion, bell 

pepper and pineapple; toss. Season red onion and 
bell pepper with salt and pepper then thread red 
onion, bell pepper, pineapple and chicken onto 
skewers until all chicken is used.

Brush grill grates with olive oil then place 
skewers on grill. Grill 5 minutes then brush along 
tops with 1/4 cup marinade. Rotate to opposite  
side and brush remaining marinade on opposite  
side; grill about 4 minutes, or until chicken registers 
165 F in center on instant read thermometer.

Serve skewers warm with coleslaw.

A HONEY OF A SIDE
No summer picnic or grilling spread is complete without an 
array of mouthwatering sides. When planning your menu, go 
for variety with dishes ranging from rich and savory to light and 
refreshing. If you want to mix things up a bit, look for ways to 
dress up timeless favorites, like this take on baked beans that gets 
its sweetness from honey instead of sugar. Find more ways to 
sweeten up your celebration at honey.com.

Honey Baked Beans
Recipe courtesy of the National Honey Board
Servings: 4-6
 4  slices bacon, diced
 1/2  cup chopped onion
 4 1/2  cups cooked navy beans (or 3 cans, 15 ounces each)
 1/2  cup honey
 1/2  cup ketchup
 1  tablespoon prepared mustard
 1  tablespoon Worcestershire sauce
Heat oven to 350 F.

Saute bacon and onion until onion is tender; combine with 
remaining ingredients in shallow 2-quart, oven-safe baking dish. 
Cover with lid or aluminum foil and bake 30 minutes. Uncover 
and bake 45 minutes longer.

Serve Up a Sundae Bar
The only thing better than a dish of cold ice cream 
on a hot summer day is the chance to make it all 
your own. Let guests create their own dishes of 
deliciousness with a DIY sundae bar. Start with a 
healthy supply of cups, spoons and towels to mop 
up inevitable drips then fill the bar with irresistible 
options like these:
n A sampling of ice creams, like vanilla, chocolate 

and strawberry
n Fresh sliced fruit
n Crushed candies and cookies
n Sauces (chocolate, caramel and something fruity, 

too)
n Assorted nuts
n Crunchy favorites like crumbled cones or salty 

pretzels
n Coconut (raw and toasted)
n Whipped cream
n Sprinkles

Great 
ideas for 
grilling 
and more

The Cedar Springs Post Page 10  Thursday, June 29, 2017



The Cedar Springs Post Thursday, June 29, 2017   Page 11

Summer
...continued from front page 

Voices / Views
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The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 
words. The subject should be relevant to local readers, 
and the editor reserves the right to reject letters or edit 
for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability con-
cerns. All submissions MUST be accompanied by full 
name, mailing address and daytime phone number. We 
use this information to verify the letter’s authenticity. We 
do not print anonymous letters, or acknowledge letters we 
do not use. Writers are limited to one letter per month. 
Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or send to Post 
Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, 
MI 49319.

NOTICE
Post Scripts

Why we need to scrap the debt ceiling
By Lee Hamilton

Back when I was in Con-
gress, I got a call from a con-
stituent one day. I’d recently 
voted to raise the nation’s debt 
ceiling, and the man was more 
than irate. “Don’t you under-
stand that we’ve got a serious 
spending and debt problem 
in this country?” he asked. 

“Why did you cast this idiotic vote?”
He was right about the problem. But he was wrong about 

the vote. With Congress fast approaching another debt-ceiling 
vote and yet one more “fiscal cliff” drama taking shape, I’d 
like to explain why that is.

If you ask members of Congress which regular vote they 
most dread, this one would probably top the list. It’s hard to ex-
plain to constituents why raising the debt ceiling is necessary, 
as indeed I had trouble explaining to my own constituent. It’s 
an unpopular vote to cast, and many members simply will not 
do it. Yet they recognize that if a majority of their colleagues 
sided with them and voted against raising the ceiling, we’d be 
in deep economic trouble.

The key thing to understand is that raising the debt ceiling 
is not about increasing spending. It’s about paying the bills for 
purchases we’ve already made. Refusing to increase the debt 
ceiling is like putting your child in day care so you can work, 
getting your transmission repaired so you can get there, and 
buying work boots and a hard hat so you can stay safe—and 
then telling your preschool, mechanic and local storekeeper 
you have no intention of paying them. Only, if our nation were 
to do this, the results would include plummeting investment, 
rocketing interest rates, and an economic downturn that could 

Using the debt ceiling as a means of reining in ex-
cessive spending has not worked. Our political efforts 
should go toward finding long-term solutions that re-
strain spending and boost tax revenue.

be catastrophic.
At the moment, our debt is about $20 trillion, or about 

$160,000 for every household in the U.S. We have to find a 
long-term path to deficit reduction—through spending reduc-
tions, increased taxes, or a combination of the two. But using 
the debt ceiling as a means of reining in excessive spending 
has not worked since an aggregate ceiling was put in place 
almost 80 years ago. The political capital devoted to raising 
the ceiling every year would be far better spent putting us on a 
sustainable budget path.

Indeed, I’d argue that the nation would be better off scrap-
ping the debt ceiling altogether. I know of no other major 
country that has a debt ceiling requirement. It has become a 
political football. Rounding up the votes takes a huge amount 
of precious legislative time and energy. Most people in Wash-
ington understand that a default by the United States would be 
calamitous for our own economy and for the world’s, which 
means that once we put the debt ceiling requirement in place, 
this bill simply must pass. This, in turn, gives members of 
Congress great leverage to try to get something else they want.

Right now, congressional leaders are stumped. Members 
of the Republican majority don’t want to vote for raising the 
ceiling but the leadership knows that they control the govern-
ment and can’t simply let it default on its payments. So, much 
to their chagrin, they’ll mostly likely have to negotiate with 
the Democrats and with Republicans who can be won over, 
handing members the chance to exact policy concessions that 
should instead be considered on their own merits. Even the 
run-up to an eventual vote is likely to be chaotic, risking a dip 
into a recession by damaging confidence in our economy.

This yearly battle isn’t worth it. The issue isn’t the debt 
ceiling; it’s the debt itself and deficit spending. Our political 

efforts should go toward find-
ing long-term solutions that 
restrain spending and boost 
tax revenue. With all the built-
in spending we have—Social 
Security, Medicare, defense 
spending and the like—the 
deficit problem is only going 
to get worse if we don’t ad-

dress it now.
It’s worrisome that there appears to be no plan to address 

the debt ceiling in Congress, despite pleas from the President’s 
economic advisers to do so by the end of July. It’s even more 
worrisome that congressional leaders don’t appear ready to ad-
dress the core need: realistic, long-term deficit reduction. 

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana Univer-
sity Center on Representative Government; a Distinguished 
Scholar, IU School of Global and International Studies; and a 
Professor of Practice, IU School of Public and Environmental 
Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives for 34 years.

malnutrition as storms–bringing a foot or more of snow– 
hit hard during May and June. Many others from the region 
pulled up their stakes and moved to Western New York and 
the Midwest, where the cold was less severe. In fact, the year 
without a summer is now believed to have been one major 
catalyst in the westward expansion of the United States.

Though the northeastern section of the continent was hard-
est hit, southern states still experienced their share of the 
cold. On July 4th of that year, for instance, the high tempera-
ture in Savannah, Georgia, was a chilly 46° F. As far south as 
Pennsylvania, lakes and rivers were frozen over during July 
and August.

So, what caused this tragically cold summer? The like-
ly suspect was a series of volcanic eruptions that occurred 
during the winter of 1815, in particular, the eruption of Mt. 
Tambora in Indonesia, believed to be the largest eruption of 
the last 1,800 years. The volcano ejected a tremendous cloud 
of fine ash and dust was ejected into the stratosphere, where 
it remained for a very long time. This ash insulated the earth 
from the heat and light of the sun, resulting in a cooling effect 
throughout the Northern Hemisphere.

This ash also gave the sky a yellowish tinge in some areas, 
which can be seen in many landscape paintings from the era. 
Fortunately a summer like this has yet to repeat itself and the 
Almanac’s outlook for this summer is much more enjoyable.

Reprinted with permission by the Farmers’ Almanac, Lew-
iston, Maine.

To get your own copy of The Farmer’s Almanac with 
forecasts, stories, helpful hints and more, you can visit them 
online at https://store.farmersalmanac.com/FARM/prod-
uct-categories/farmers-almanacs/single-issues.
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CEDArSPriNgS
HigH SCHOOl
Student Name  Grade Level
Alger, mariah Jo  12
Alvesteffer, Collin Robert  12
Anderson, Austin Axel  12
Andrus, Jordan tyler  12
Barnard,	Bradley	David		 12
Barnes, kelly Christina  12
Bartholomew, katelyn m.  12 
Basso, Austin John  12
* Behrenwald, Anna paige  12
Bergman, Alyssa Jordyn  12
Bisard, Anissa marie  12
Blue, Ryan N  12
Bowerman, paul Cleon  12
Bowman, madelynn Rose-Ann 12
Boyer, Brian michael  12
Breen, madison Cambelle  12
Brickey,	Hallie	Danielle		 12
Brunett, Jessica marie  12
Cederquist, Hannah Rebeka  12
Cheek, Brandi Nicole  12
Clark, mackenzie Grace  12
Clifford, emily Lauran  12
Conely,	Dugan	James		 12
Coons, kaitlyn elizabeth  12
Cowley, Alyssa marie  12
*	Darling,	Mackenna	Ryleigh		 12
Davis,	Joshua	Scott		 12
DePiazza,	Patrick	Allen		 12
Dewey,	Katelyn	Marie		 12
Dingman,	Karsen	Christopher		12
Douglas,	Alexander	Reed		 12
Draper,	Daniel	Darrian		 12
Dunn	III,	Michael	Gordon		 12
feikema, Breanna Rae  12
* fliearman, patrick James  12
French,	Drew	Arthur	 	12
frodl, Nicholas John  12
Galloway, kevin Robert  12
Gallup, Sydney Jayne  12
Gamm, Lee michael  12
Garza, Abigail Skye  12
Gibson, Ally marie  12
* Gillette, Arlenea Rae  12
Grose, William Gregory  12
Hall, Hunter Harrison  12
Harig, Jolene Luann  12
* Harmon, Zachary John  12
Harper, Brayden Blaauw  12
Heintzelman, Hannah patricia  12
Heintzelman, Lisa marie  12
Heyboer,	Gage	Daniel		 12
* Hickok, Raegan elise  12
* Hill, Austin Jack  12
Ho, kayla thi  12
Hull, Siera  12 
ingersoll, maya Leigh  12
ingerson, megan elizabeth  12 
Jager, Sydnee marie  12
Johnson, Brendan C.  12 
kiander, Sarah Beth  12
kirchhoff, Brandyn tyler   12
knowlton, megan Renee  12
Kolasa,	Dylan	J		 12
krankall, katherine Nichole  12
Kren,	Jacob	Daniel		 12
kulesza, maranda Jarin  12
Lachniet, Bailey Nicole  12
Lafranca, Analia f  12
Larsen, tanner isaac  12
* Lehman, Lindsay Grace  12
Lewis, evan Gabriel Lynch  12
Liggett, Jared Andrew  12
Lovell, tyler John  12 
MacDonald,	Savannah	Dawn		12
martin, Nicole Ann merie  12
mcmahon, Sophia Rose  12
* mead, paul Jakeb  12
* moore, Gavin Alan  12
mouthaan, Carlee Linae  12
* murray, Alysse Celine  12

Nielsen, Austin eugene  12
Nozal, megan Ann marie  12
O’connor, Sydney Anne  12
Oxford, tatum mckenzie  12
page,  Ashton timothy  12
parker, Adam Charles  12
pasley, taylor Lynne  12
patin, Cameron Joseph  12
pavelka, Jameson edward  12
peacock, faith Annmarie  12
* Ramos, Gabrielle Ailanna  12
Ramos, Stephanie Bliss  12
Ringler, Jordan paul  12
* Ringler, kaitlin Rose  12
Rios, mariah  12
Rivard, Cassandra J  12
Robinson, Alex Scott  12
Robinson, Brooklyn Renae  12
Rose,	Derek	John		 12
Ross, Brooke morgan  12 
Sargent, Aaliyah Ashley  12
Schatz, isaiah matthew  12
Scheer, Holly Renee  12
Schoen, Nathan Charles  12
Schultz, BreAnna Jo  12
Scott, Nicholas evan  12
Smith, Brandon Alexander  12
Snoeyink, macarty Jay  12
Sparling, Alison J  12
Spencer, Jaron Andrew  12
Steagald, taralyn  12 
Steed, Savanna Nicole  12
Stewart,	Michael	David		 12
Stockreef, Austin edward  12 
Strain, madison taylor  12
Syswerda, Joshua Ray  12
tennant, kaylee Sue  12
* tepin, tara Nicole  12
ter  Horst, Samantha Ann  12
Thompson,	Danielle	Paige		 12
twichell, Christian Reed  12
VanAssen, kayla Sue  12
Vandermeulen, Sy  12 
VanDusen,	Madeline	Ann		 12	
VanKampen,	Noah	Daniel		 12	
Velting, Bryar Scott  12
Vickers, taylor Nicole  12
Vinton, Hailey elizabeth  12
* VonSeggern, Nicole Lyn  12
Warlick, Ashlee Ann  12
Wheeler,  kristopher Scott  12
White, Lauren Nicole  12
Whitney, Alexis may  12
* Wight, Sienna Lanae  12
Wolfe, Brock ezra  12
Wymer, Gabriel Clayton  12
* Wysocki, Hailey elizabeth  12
Zinn, megan elizabeth  12
Zoerman, Jenna katherine  12
Anderson, Reece Lane  11
Arnold, Hailey Lynn  11
Beers, Cristina Beatrice  11
Beverwyk, Heather marie  11
Boomgaard, kayleigh Rae  11
* Boomgaard, makayla Renee 11
Brackett, Jase tyler  11
Brandt, Cecelia mary  11
Bullen, Jacob Roger  11
Calati, Skyler kathryne  11
Campione, Nicholas Scott  11
Caron, Christina marie  11
Casavant, Alice Jasper  11
Case, madison michelle  11
Ciise, mumina maxamed  11
Cook, Amy Catherine  11
Dault,	Grace	Margaret		 11
Davis,	Christopher	Charles		 11
Dekraker,	Austin	Robert		 11
Detloff,	Ryleigh	Nicole	 	11
Dewey,	Kaylee	Alexis		 11
ellison, isabelle Brianne  11
ellison, patrick michael  11
elliston, peyton Leigh  11

Empie,	Bryce	Daniel		 11
empie, Julia matilda  11
foley, Joseph James  11
Gould, Colton Guy  11
Graham, Joshua Ryan  11
Hager, Jesse edward  11
Hamilton,	Joshua	David		 11
Hansen, Leslie Ann  11
Harthorn, Jordan Lawrence  11
Hawkins, Riley Wayne  11
Hays, Brianna morgan  11
Heffley,	Kyle	William		 11
Hickox, emilee elizabeth  11
* Hinton, Autumn Rae  11
Hoogerheide, Shelby Lynn  11
Howard, Noah michael  11
* Hunter, kyanna AAliyah  11
Hyde, emily Jean  11
Hyder, Carly Jean  11
Johnson, molly Rose  11
kelley, Alisha Rae  11
kendall, Noah James  11
kern iii, Richard Albert  11
king, Haley Alissa  11
kiphart, Robert Lawrence  11
* klco, elijah Whittaker  11
knapp, Brooke Loren 11
knapp, emily Sena  11
knauss, Ashleigh Lynn  11
kramer, Brandon James  11
* kukla,  Nicole elizabeth  11
Larsen, erika Leigh  11
Lee  Jr, Craig  11
Lenardson, Bryce Scott  11
Louck, kaley Jean  11
Lucarelli, Hayley Jean  11
markus, Ariana marie  11
marshall, Alyssa kay  11
matthew, Jeffery James  11
matthews, Avery Louis  11
* mcConnon, madelyn C.  11 
* metiva, thomas Stephen N. 11
mihlethaler, Sophia Jo  11
* morrin, Anna marie  11
murray, mikelle Lucille  11
Neve, Ashlee marie  11
Newlove, Julia kathryn  11
* Nichols, madellyn Rayelle  11
* Outwin, Jacob Ryan  11
Owens, Brandon Alexander  11
parks, emily Lidia  11
pastoor, emilee Anne  11
patterson, mitchell Royce  11
petersen, Bianca Renae  11
pierce, madelin Rose  11
plummer, Sydney kay  11
prins, Rachel Christine  11
Ream, evan tate  11
Reyers, Jarred Lee  11
Roberts, Noah isaac  11
Rugg, mackenzie Ann  11
Russo, mitchell Alan  11
Sanders,	Dylan	Shane		 11
Sawade, Brandon Alan  11
Scheidel, madison Lynn  11
Sella, Reid James  11
Selvage, Adrian G  11
Shanahan- Galinis, Jacob m.  11
Shevock, meagan faith  11
Shevock, morgan Leigh  11
Slagter, emily Chrisha  11
Suschil, Jasmine Renay  11
Tanis,	Dylan	Richard		 11
* tawney, michaela Noel  11
terrell, Samantha Renee  11
todd, John Jacob  11
tramper, Nikki Lee  11
uhall, kacie Jane  11
umphrey, myla Joann  11
*	VanDenHout,	Julia	Catherine 11
Wagner- Sherburn, Corbin R.  11
West, Jacob matthew  11
Wheaton, Joseph  11 

Whitmill, taylor paige  11
Willea, makenna Rose  11
Winkels,	Roodflore		 11	
Alcumbrack, Jenna Nicole  10
* Baker, ethan Loy  10
Baty, Rose marie  10
Bayink, Graham Anthony  10
Biggs, Seth Robert  10
Boomgaard,	Chloe	Dawn		 10
Brew, Anthony Lance  10
Briggs, karissa Lee  10
Brown, emily Linn  10
Brown, Larica  10 
Buchner, Jenica Rae  10
Caldwell, Sabrina Rose  10
Chenoweth, Samuel michael  10
* Ciise, Cabdulcasiis m.  10  
Conely,	Dane	Michael		 10
Corwin, katia Josephine  10
Crystal, Aryis mae  10
Cudney,	Dylan	Gregory		 10
Davis,	Audrie	Ann	 	10
*	Deback,	Maximus	Xavier		 10
Deboer,	Hailley	Marie		 10
Drake,	Jonah	Michael		 10
Draper,	Nathaniel	Robert		 10
Dreyer,	Ryan	Casey		 10
eason, thomas Cole  10
edwins, Brittany marie  10
Egan,	Derek	Ellis		 10
empie, Alexa Jean  10
endres, Gabrielle elizabeth  10
finch, Samantha Lynn  10
fraam, emma marie  10
frasier, Cassandra Antonina  10
Galle, evan Samuel  10
Garcia, Skylar isabel  10
Gardner, Gage michael  10
GeBott, Abigail Nicole  10
* Gibbons, Anna elizabeth  10
Griffard, madison Grace  10
* Groner, tessa Gabriel  10
* Grove, katelyn marie  10
Hall, keigan timothy  10
Hamilton, Natalie marie  10
Hause, Jared Richard  10
Hendges, Anthony mitchell  10
Hess, Sierra elain  10
Hovanec, Hannah Claire  10
Hull, Logan Lawrence  10
* Huntoon, macie Lea  10
* Huntoon, maddi Ann  10
Hutchinson, Samuel Joseph  10
Jager, taylor Rae  10
Jones, Alex Jay  10
kibby, Austin  10 
king, Reganne  elizabeth  10
kirkwood, Alexander kenneth 10
knauf, Wyatt Gregory  10
kobayashi, Logan James  10
kolenda, Joel Jonathon  10
kutilkova, Laura  10 
* Lange, Cayla  Lisa Ann  10
* Lemery, makeelie elise  10
* Levandowski, katie Lyn  10
Lewis frank, mikayla Hunter  10
mangus, Jasmine Rose  10
* mann, Heather Rose  10
martin,  Sarah elizabeth  10
marvel, Brayden kenneth  10
mccauley, Heidi marie  10
mcHenry, Cody James  10
meredith, Jacob Alexander  10
merlington, Carolanne kaye  10
* mesler, Alivia elise  10
* miller, Brighton Corel  10
miller, matthew Steven  10
Nauta, morgan elizabeth  10
Newman, peyton  10 
Noga, mckenzie Lynn  10
Patterson,	Dylan	Austin	 	10
pierson, emily Grace  10
porter, Jenna Cherylyn 10

powell iii, James Allan  10
Reed, Reide elizabeth  10
Rideout, Cody Andrew  10
Rivard, Ryllie Rae  10
Robydek, Bailey Rose  10
Rypma, Allison Jennie  10
Schoellmann, Antonia e.  10
* Schwabe, Carolin  10
Secord, Gabe taggert  10
Shevock, malory marie  10
Slater,  megan Nicole  10
Smith,  Riley J  10
Sorensen,	Alyssa	Dawn	 	10
* Spencer, matthew kaden  10
Svalen, Carson Charles  10
Swank, kolby Andrew  10
Swinehart, Jacob Riley  10
* tawney, mackenzie Joy  10
titus, madelyn Rae  10
Van’tHof, emily mae  10
Vanderhoef, Nicole Jean  10
VanGessel, Abbilyn Rae  10
* Vinton, Hannah marie  10
Warner, Carly Rose  10
Warner, taylor Rae  10
West, ethan Charles  10
White, Allison Catherine  10
White, Justin michael  10
Williams,	Dylan	Anthony		 10
Wise, Ashley mae  10
Wood iiii, Richard morris  10
*	Wood,	Dawson	Lee		 10
yaklin, Rebecca Ann  10
Andres, kaylie maxine  9
Andres, kyla Grace  9
Behrenwald, Lauren elizabeth  9
Bentley, Jack thomas  9
Berridge, madison Ann  9
Bey,	Dustin	Michael		 9
Bos, kylie Lynn  9
Bowman, kevin Lee  9
* Brennan, michelle Lynne  9
* Casavant, kaeleigh elizabeth 9
Castor, Zoe Nichole  9
Cooper, trenton Christopher  9
Correll, Bryan  9 
* Cummings, Nicholas Andrew  9
Davis,	Emily	Marie	 	9
Detweiler,	Jillian	Kay	 	9
DiPiazza,	Sarah	Nichole	 	9
Drumm,	Kaitlyn	Lou	 	9
Dykhouse,	Clyde	Allen	 	9
*	Dymerski,	Corey	Alexander		 9
eldridge, Gage tylor  9
ellison, Connor kent  9
ells, Rachael A  9
elzinga ii, philip Nicholas  9 
feliciano- Wheeler, Salina m.  9
* feeg, Larissa marie  9
fisk, kaleb elisha  9
* flower, Nathan thomas  9
* foley, ethan Jeffrey  9
Geiger, Hannah mckayla  9
Golliver, makayla Rose  9
Green, Hannah marie  9
* Grifhorst, Jadon Bret  9
Hackbardt, Nathaniel Glen  9
Hall, tressa kathleen  9
Harris, Brooke Lynn  9
*	Hath,	Drake	David		 9
Heffley,	Curtis	Daniel		 9
Holleman, kaelyn mary  9
* Hoogerheide, katelyn marie  9
Hoste, Hailie Nikol  9
Hovarter, Harlow Jaye  9
inman, Russell trent  9
Jennings, Caleb Nathanial  9
Johnston, trevor Ray  9
* Jones, Hallie marie  9
kenyon, porter Augustin  9
king, mackenzi may  9
* kinzinger, Rylee margaret  9
klaver, Alivia Jean  9

knappen, Aden patrick  9
kostus, Lauren Rae  9
* kren, Layla Skye  9
La Bay, Audra Rose  9
Larsen, Justus isaiah  9
Lewis, Alana Claire  9
Lewis, trey Jacon  9
* Liggett, kaden Carl  9
Lopez, eilena Anne  9
* Lovell, Chase Austin  9
Lovell,	Madalyn	Dawn		 9
Lubben, kristen Noel  9
* maley, Bryant michael  9
maRhew, Henry Bryce  9
mcCarty, Nicholas Richard  9
McConnon,	Dylan	Henry	 	9
mead, Valerie Sue  9
mellem, katherine marie  9
* metiva, Joseph Jeffrey James  9
migoski, Garret James  9
* moleski, Jaydon Christopher  9
* mooney, easton Shane  9 
moore, Colton michael  9
morales, Omani Leticia  9
morey, mason Richard  9
* morris, madison Shelby  9
Naimo, Anthony Joseph  9
Neiderheide, elizabeth Leigh  9
Overley, kayleigh Grace  9
Ovokaitys, Jared thomas  9
paige, katelyn Nichole  9
patin, Jerome Robert  9
*	Pavelka,	Grace	Diann		 9
peckover, markelle Lauren  9
perry, Nathan Allen  9
pierson, paige Nicole  9
powers, ellie Ryan  9
powers, Gavin Alexander  9
ptaszenski, emilee Lynn  9
* Ranger V, Clifford fredrick  9
Ranger, madelyn Jo  9
* Ranger- Raimundi, Chloe A.  9
Reed, matthew Le  9
Reichert- Braciak, Gavin Lee  9
Reynolds, tiffany marie  9
Ringelberg, Callie Adrianne  9
Rios, Leslie Ann  9
Ristau, kristian Andreas  9
* Rugg, Avery Nicole  9
Rusche, Samantha Lynn  9
Salisbury, Noah Robert  9
Sargent,	Dilan	Robert		 9
Saunders, izaak Anthony  9
Schmid, Zackary Lyle  9
* Secord, Lucas James  9
Serek, Gabriel Benjamin  9
* Shaffer, Cory-Lee Christine  9
Shaw, Benjamin Aaron  9
Skelonc, madeline marie  9
* Smith, Ryan Scott  9
* Swick, tara Lynn  9
Symon, morgan Jean  9
* tepin, tonya Rose  9
*	VanDusen,	Benjamin	Joseph		9
* VanSinger, Samantha Bailey  9
VerMulm,	Daniel	Alan		 9
Waite, Samantha elizabeth  9
Warner, Rileigh Lynn  9
Warner, Victoria elizabeth  9
Washington, Alyssa Nicole  9
White, fredrick Charles  9
Whitten,	David	Michael		 9
* Wilcox, Grace elizabeth  9
Winkels, Abraham Bellandy  9
Wise,	Desiree	Nicole	 	9
Zachmann, Rachel Nicole  9
* Zandstra, Abagail Grace  9
* Zinn, Heidi Jean  9

*	Denotes	all	A’s

88 E. Division • Sparta
616-887-1761

14150 Cypress Ave
Sand Lake 

616-636-5539

Gould’s
Mini-Mart

36 E. Maple St.
Cedar Springs

616-696-9610
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LibraryBoating

Track
...continued from page 8

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

(616) 439-3400
North End Tire & Auto

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

Shopping For Insurance? Put Your Family’s
Financial Protection First On Your List

Globe Life Has Been Serving
Families For Over 65 Years

$100,000

• Monthly Rates As Low As 
$3.49 For Adults &  
$2.17 For Children & Grandchildren

• No Medical Exam
 - Only A Few Yes/No Health Questions

• 30-Day Money-Back Guarantee

GLOBE LIFE INSURANCE
Choose $5,000, $10,000, $20,000, $30,000 Or Up To $100,000 Coverage

Join Our Family Of Satisfied Policyholders

BUY 

For FREE/No Obligation Information
Call Toll Free

800-655-5416

Get A Free Savings Estimate

Get Out Of Debt Without Bankruptcy

Call now and speak 
with a debt specialist today

LESS STRESS AND LOWER DEBT IS ONLY A PHONE CALL AWAY

888-676-1954

See How Quickly You Can Be Debt Free

No Upfront Fees And No Obligation

*Minimum $10,000 unsecured debt required

STRESSING OUT
ABOUT YOUR

DEBT?
Let
National Debt Relief
help you

McBride concrete
Cement & Blockwork

Patios • Driveways • Pole Barn Floors
Sidewalks • Retaining Walls
FHA Approved Foundations

616.636.4596 
cell 616.255.5847

23903 Hooker Road
Sand Lake, MI  49343

Jim McBride

Senior 
DiScount
AvAilAble

WE INSTALL

Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair
Hours

Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

•Clutches
•Brakes
•Oil Changes
•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

Brynadette 
Powell

Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.Brynadette.com

small ads make ¢ents
616-696-3655

ping at the favorable end of the price spread while smaller cars 
can save $6. The spread between the nation’s lowest and highest 
priced gas stations stands at $1.29 per gallon, sharply higher than 
the 10-year average of 98 cents per gallon for this time of year. 
Among gas stations in the same state, the spread stands at 51 cents 
per gallon.

“It’s thrilling to see gas prices falling just in time for the 
most-traveled summer holiday. Perhaps we can finally get rid 
of the myth that gas prices go up for the holiday,” said Patrick 
DeHaan, GasBuddy senior petroleum analyst. “Most important-
ly, motorists are getting a well-deserved break at the pump after 
years of high summer gas prices. This is like Christmas in July, 
instead of seeing fireworks at the pumps like we saw just a few 
short years ago.” 

While gasoline prices have fallen to new seasonal lows just 
ahead of July 4, that’s not the only record to talk about: for the 
first time in GasBuddy’s 17-year history of tracking fuel prices, 
the national average gas price is poised to be lower on July 4 than 
it was on New Year’s Day by 12 cents. Over the last decade, the 
national average has been as much as $1.04 per gallon higher on 
July 4 than New Year’s Day while the average year sees prices 47 
cents higher on the holiday.

For more info, visit GasBuddy.com.

Prices
...continued from page 3

Tips
...continued from page 3
the back seat. If you’re having trouble finding the right car seat 
for your child’s age and size, you can visit www.safercar.gov/par-
ents for additional tips.

Share the road and stay alert! Warmer weather will attract 
different types of roadway users, including motorcyclists, bicy-
clists, and pedestrians. Without the protection of a car or truck, 
these road users are more vulnerable. So put a safe distance—3 
or 4 seconds worth—between you and motorcyclists, and always 
be mindful of pedestrians or bicyclists. During long trips, take a 
break when driving long distances. Plan ahead for times to stop 
and stretch, eat healthy meals and relax, and consider stopping 
and staying in a hotel to recharge during longer drives.

Store an emergency roadside kit. Even well maintained vehi-
cles can break down, so it’s a good idea to have a few emergency 
items readily accessible for your family’s road trip. In your kit, 
consider adding a cell phone and charger, first aid kid, flashlight, 
flares, jumper cables, water, and blankets. Even if you don’t have 
to use your kit, you’ll have peace of mind knowing that you have 
these critical items stowed in your cargo.

Don’t drink and drive. An average of 1 alcohol-impaired driv-
ing fatality occurred every 51 minutes in 2015. Be responsible, 
and don’t drink and drive. If you plan to drink, choose a designat-
ed driver before going out. You can also get NHTSA’s new Safer-
Ride mobile app from the iTunes store or Google Play. SaferRide 
allows users to call a taxi or friend for a ride, and will even help 
users identify their location so they can be picked up.

Avoid distraction. Distraction accounts for approximately 10 
percent of fatal crashes and 15 percent of injury crashes. Distract-
ed driving can be anything that pulls your attention away from 
driving, including cell phone use, texting while driving, eating, 
drinking, and using in-vehicle technologies and portable electron-
ic devices. Please visit our distracted driving safety website for 
additional information.

Observe “Move Over” Laws. Move over and change lanes 
to give safe clearance to law enforcement officers assisting mo-
torists on the side of the road. It’s the law in all 50 states. For 
more information on summer driving safety tips, visit: Summer 
Driving Tips 2017. www.nhtsa.gov/press-releases/consumer-ad-
visory-simple-tips-hitting-road-summer.

meet, hosted at Shephard HS. In order to run in this event, 
they had to be part of the top 8 relays or top 16 individuals 
in their event in the state. The girls that attended the meet 
put down some incredible times and distances to finish 2nd 
overall as a team, to Traverse City West, a D1 team. 

Seven school records were also broken this year. Abby 
Buttermore (70m), Kaelyn Colclasure (200m), Arianna 
Rau (400m), Sophia Dault (long jump & 55 hurdles), Ari-
anna Rau (shot put) and the 400 relay team of Buttermore, 
Rau, Dault and Olivia Sherman.

Congratulations to these great young ladies and all the 
hard work they put in throughout the season. Each and ev-
eryone one of them dedicated themselves to working hard 
and as a result, saw their times/distances drop throughout 
the season.  Also a huge thank you to all our parents who 
supported the kids and parents throughout the season.  We 
definitely had the biggest crowd no matter where we were 
running!



Sophie is more of a low key 
home kind of girl! She can 
be a bit shy she acclimated 
well with new cats/kittens 
and is very sweet and gentle. 
She doesn’t like to be picked 
up and carried around for 
long periods, but loves to be 
petted and especially likes 
her back scratched! She has 
gorgeous green/yellow eyes 
and will not get any bigger! 
She loves to play. She’s more 
of a couples cat not so much 
for kids unless they are old-
er. She has a princess attitude and likes to be treated like 
gold. She is exceptional considering her back ground be-
fore coming to our rescue. $120 adoption fee.

Contact Tiffany’s Tiny Cat Rescue 
located at 15675 Shaner Ave Ne Cedar Springs. 

616-430-3140
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For Sale

Lost • Found • Free 
aniMal aDs

are FREE 
in The POsT
696-3655

HoMeS 
For Sale

Amos – Male Boxer 
Mix

I’m an 11 month old friend-
ly and social guy who read-
ily approaches new people. 
I would do well with older/
respectful children. Right 
now I am kenneled with 
another male dog and we 
get along great! Come 
meet me at Humane Soci-
ety of West Michigan! 

Feisty – Female 
Domestic Short 
Hair Mix

I’m a 3 year old 
cat looking for my 
forever home! I 
was brought in to 
HSWM as a stray in 
April and am look-
ing for a good home to call my own. I would do well in a 
relaxed home. I enjoy napping, being pet, and playing around. 
Please come meet me at Humane Society of West Michi-
gan! Cat adoption fees are only $15. 

loSt aND 
FouND

For more information on the 
Humane Society of West Michigan, 

call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 
3077 Wilson NW,  just ½ mile north of  

Three Mile Road during adoption hours or 
visit www.hswestmi.org

GaraGe/
yarD SaleS

Critter
CorNer

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

auCtioN

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAL LoST/FoUND ADS ArE FrEE!

36 E. Maple St., P.o. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655

P   STThe

PETS of the WEEk

Help 
WaNteD ServiCeS

StoraGe

apartMeNtS 
For reNt

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

Humane Society of West Michigan’s

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

Stop Renting! 
Call Amanda at

Simple Mortgage 
NMLS ID: 1083851
616-634-3488 

akorte@simplemortgage.cc. 
“Less than perfect credit OK.” 

eState Sale

small ads 
make ¢ents
696-3655

PETS of the WEEk
CedAR ANimAl HoSPiTAl’S

CedaR
animal HoSpital

3705 Gentleway
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

 ph: (616) 696-1212

Sponsored by 

nEwsPaPER 
FOR salE! 
The Cedar Springs Post 
is a weekly newspaper 
in northern Kent 
County. If interested in 
owning a newspaper, 
email to sales@
cedarspringspost.com.

DeADliNe: Mon. by 5pm No BilliNg - All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid! PriCiNg: 
$12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word (pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call 616.696.3655

CLASSIFIEDS

HSWM is in the running to win $5,000 
in Independent Bank’s Investing in 

Communities Challenge
Independent Banks is awarding $5,000 to the top 4 

vote receiving organizations and right now HSWM is 
in 4th place, BUT the competition is right behind us! 
Voting closes this Thursday, June 29th at 

5:00pm and voters can vote once per day. 
It’s only 2 clicks to vote! 

Link to vote: http://bit.ly/2sipR9I

Humane Society of West Michigan is open 
Tuesday-Friday 12-7, Saturday & Sunday 11-4. 

Plan Ahead And SAVE! 
Run your sale ad for TWO 
weeks and the 2nd week is 
½ off! Expires 9-18-17. Call 
The PoST 616-696-3655. 

Estate Sale, Family Run, June 
29, 30 from 9 am to 5 pm, July 
1st from 9 am to 1 pm. 6920 
Old State Rd., Stanwood MI 
49346. To see pictures visit 
estatesales.net. #25,26p

Local newspaper in Cedar 
Springs area is looking for 
someone to help in our sales 
department. Paid hourly 
with bonus commission. 
Approximately 20-32 hours 
per week. Must have own 
transportation and valid driver’s 
license. If interested, email to 
sales@cedarspringspost.com.
 

Found: Ball cap for War Vet 
found on June 26th at the 
north end of Cedar Springs 
Ave beyond Egner. Can be 
identified, war and color, and 
picked up at the Cedar Springs 
Post Newspaper, 36 E. Maple 
St. 616-696-3655. #26

Found: Set of keys left on the 
counter at the Cedar Springs 
Post Newspaper on Monday, 
May 22nd or Tuesday, May 23rd. 
Car plus 2 others. Stop in to 
identify at 36 E. Maple St. 616-
696-3655. #21

If you lived here, 
you could be 

participating in 
our fun events!

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 
616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

PLeASe Do noT leave 
your pet in your car while 
shopping! Show your love 
for them by leaving them 
safely in the comfort and 
cool of home. Cars can get 
dangerously hot in just a 
few minutes even with the 
windows cracked.

Lost: Orange and white kitten, 
female. Nichole was lost on 
Main Street in Cedar Springs. 
Call 616-788-8319 or 616-788-
6036. #24

Found: Male Chihuahua, 
neutered, found in the Prairie 
Run/The Pines subdivision on 
Friday, May 26th. Call 616-450-
4826. #23

For SALe: Blue Chow Chow 
pups - all female. $600.00 each. 
Call 616-824-7152. #26



Harvesting, storing and preserving herbs from the 
garden
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outdoors

SUMMErBloomin’

Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 36 years

Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060

w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

F A R M E R S  M A R K E T

Fresh every Thursday 
From 8 a.m. To  NooN. 

Located in the 
Cedar Springs 

Brewing Company 
Parking lot

Photo credit: Bonnie Plants  
Harvesting and preserving herbs allows you to enjoy fresh-from-the-garden flavor all year long.

By melinda myers

Enjoy herbs all year 
round. Harvest herbs now 
for garden-fresh meals and 
preserve a few for the winter 
ahead.

Snip a few leaves or 
leaf-covered stems as need-
ed. For the same intensity of 
flavor, you generally need 
two to three times more 
fresh herbs than dried except 
for rosemary, which has an 
equally strong flavor fresh 
or dried. Continue harvest-
ing herbs as needed through-
out the growing season. And 
don’t worry about harming 
the plant because regular 
harvesting encourages new 
growth, which means more for you to harvest. Just be sure 
to leave enough foliage to maintain plant growth.

You can remove as much as fifty percent of the foliage 
from annual herb plants. This is about when the plants near 
their final height. You can remove up to one third from es-
tablished perennial plants that have been in the garden for 
several months or more. Harvest when the plant has formed 
buds, but before they open into flowers for the greatest con-
centration of flavor. This is the perfect time to harvest herbs 
you plan to preserve.

Use a pair of garden scissors or pruners for faster and eas-

ier harvesting. Make your cuts above a set of healthy leaves 
to keep the plants looking good. Then preserve the flavor 
and zest of herbs with proper storage and preservation.

Store thin leafy herbs like parsley and cilantro for up to a 
week in the refrigerator. Place in a jar of water, like a flower 
arrangement, and loosely cover with a plastic bag. Keep 
basil out of the fridge to avoid discoloration and others on 
the counter for quick and frequent use.

Wrap dry thicker-leafed herbs like sage and thyme in a 
paper towel, set inside a plastic bag and place in a warmer 
section of the refrigerator.

Freeze sprigs, whole leaves or chopped clean herbs on a 
cookie sheet. Or pack clean, diced herbs in ice cube trays 
and fill the empty spaces with water. These are great for use 
in soups and stews. Store the frozen herbs and ice cubes in 
an airtight container or baggie in the freezer.

Or bundle several stems together, secure with a rubber 
band and use a spring type clothespin to hang them in a 
warm dry place to dry. Make your own drying rack from 
an old embroidery hoop, string and S hooks. Visit Bonnie 
Plants do-it-yourself Herb Drying Rack project (bonnie-
plants.com) for detailed instructions.

Get creative and use some of your herbs to make a fra-
grant edible wreath. Use fresh herbs that are flexible and 
easier to shape into a wreath. They will dry in place and can 
be harvested as needed.

Speed up the drying process in the microwave. Place 
herbs on a paper towel-covered paper plate. Start with one 
to two minutes on high. Repeat for 30 seconds as needed 
until the herbs are brittle.

Store dried herbs in an airtight plastic or glass jar.
Keep enjoying these fresh-from-the-garden flavors 

throughout the remainder of the season. And consider pre-
serving a few for you, your family and friends to enjoy 
throughout the winter.

Gardening expert Melinda Myers has written over 20 
gardening books, including Small Space Gardening and 
the Midwest Gardener’s Handbook. She hosts The Great 
Courses “How to Grow Anything: Food Gardening For 
Everyone” DVD set and the nationally syndicated Melin-
da’s Garden Moment TV & radio segments. Myers is also a 
columnist and contributing editor for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine and was commissioned by Bonnie Plants for her ex-
pertise to write this article. Myers’ website is www.melin-
damyers.com. 

Simple steps to create the perfect outdoor oasis
(BPT) - Summer is home 

to many of the year’s most 
beautiful days, so who can 
blame you for wanting to 
spend them all outside? 
Your yard becomes your 
living room and your patio 
the kitchen. It’s your home 
away from home, which 
begs the question - do you 
like your current digs?

If your home’s outdoor 
space lacks the comfort 
and appeal you are long-
ing for, don’t worry. Now 
is the perfect time to trans-
form your backyard into 
the perfect outdoor oasis 
you can enjoy all summer 
long.

To get started upgrading 
your backyard without breaking the bank - follow these tips 
from the experts at Lowe’s.
•	 A	place	to	gather. Think of the parties you’ve host-

ed in your home. They’ve likely all had a common 
gathering place such as the kitchen counter, the living 
room couch or the dining room table. Your outdoor 
space needs a similar location and a dining set natural-
ly invites guests to relax. Five-piece dining sets from 
Lowe’s are perfect for more intimate gatherings, while 
seven-piece sets comfortably accommodate larger 
crowds.

•	 The	focal	point	of	your	kitchen. Grilling out is a sta-
ple of any summer party, so if your existing grill isn’t 
hitting all cylinders, it’s time for an upgrade. The Mas-
ter Forge 5-Burner Modular Gas Grill features four 

heavy-duty burners, one infrared searing burner and 
one infrared rotisserie burner, giving you a solution for 
any menu choice. Plus, its built-in halogen lights can 
keep your party going long into the night.

•	 A	place	to	relax. The sofas and armchairs in your liv-
ing room are popular sitting destinations during any 
indoor event, and you can create the same environment 
outdoors with sectional patio furniture. The Garden 
Treasures Palm City Patio Sectional Furniture features 
sleek and sturdy black steel frames coupled with tan 
Olefin cushions that up the comfort level, meaning 
when you sit, you’ll never want to leave.

•	 A	little	shade	goes	a	long	way. An all-day party means 
plenty of sun, and when guests need a break from the 
heat, it’s good to provide an area of relief. Patio um-

brellas are an affordable option, available in 8-1/2 and 
9-foot varieties, providing ample coverage for a large 
gathering. And to keep the awning a hot destination 
into the evening, look for an umbrella outfitted with 
LED lights.

•	 The	perfect	accents. The difference between a back-
yard and an outdoor oasis is in the details you add to 
your space. Island King Garden Torches bring light to 
any situation. With durable metal construction and a 
long-lasting fiberglass wick, these lights will keep their 
look in any conditions. To add a little extra green space 
to your outdoor entertaining area, consider purchasing 
raised garden beds. They provide a grand ambiance up-
grade to your oasis at an affordable price. 

Summer has just begun! Implement any of the upgrades 
listed above and you’ll be able to enjoy the season’s great-
est days from your brand-new oasis. To find everything you 
need to remake your backyard, without breaking your bank, 
visit lowes.com.
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connect with community
Advertise in 

Support YOUR local Newspaper

call a sales 
Rep Today! 

616.696.3655
5,000 
Printed copies 

per week!

Auto LifeAwards

CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE INFORMATION KIT AND DVD!

1-855-402-0108 

Do you or a loved one
struggle on the stairs?

Acorn Stairlifts has an A+ Rating with the 
Better Business Bureau, and is the only 
stairlift in the world to earn the Ease of 
Use Commendation from the Arthritis 

Foundation.

A PERFECT SOLUTION FOR:

Anyone who struggles 
on the stairs

Those with mobility issues

Arthritis and COPD sufferersü
ü
ü

*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on refurbished models. Only valid towards 
purchase of a NEW Acorn Stairlift directly from the manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied to new orders. Please mention this 
ad when calling. AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB 198506, RI 88, WA ACORNSI894OB, WV 
WV049654, MA HIC169936, NJ 13VH07752300, PA PA101967, CT ELV 0425003-R5.

THE
PURCHASE
OF A NEW

ACORN
STAIRLIFT!

MENTION THIS AD FOR

PURCHASEPURCHASE
OF A NEW

STAIRLIFT!

#79732 Men’s 
#79724 Women’s

“Touch” Closure on Both 
Sides for a Custom Fit

Traction Sole

FREE GIFT 
WITH PURCHASE!

3 Pairs 
Diabetic Socks

Specially designed diabetic footwear offers the comfort your feet need. Each features 
an extra-large toe box for swollen, achy toes, and a removable orthotic insert for 
an extra layer of cushion. PVC sole. Imported. Available in M, W, XW widths: 
Women’s sizes 6-11; Men’s sizes 8-14. Whole sizes only. SPECIFY SIZE AND WIDTH.

Both Styles 
Available in 
Extra-Wide 

Widths!

Stretch Lycra® for All-Day 
Comfort Even When 

Feet Swell

Black

Only
$6999

Each

Plus a 
FREE GIFT

Extra-Large 
Toe Box

AMERICA’S LEADING DISCOUNT HEALTHCARE CATALOG

Presents DIABETIC FOOTWEAR From

Removable Gel 
Insert for Extra 

Cushioning

Cool Mesh 
Upper

White

Specially designed diabetic footwear offers the comfort your feet need. Each features 

Traction Sole
#79757 Women’s

#79740 Men’s

Two Easy Ways to Order! Use Code: 17050
Call: 1-855-382-4138  Online: DRLdeals.com

Offer expires on July 31, 2017

DENTAL Insurance
Physicians Mutual Insurance Company

A less expensive way to help get
the dental care you deserve

If you’re over 50, you can get coverage for about $1 a day*

Keep your own dentist! NO networks to worry about

No wait for preventive care and no deductibles – 
you could get a checkup tomorrow

Coverage for over 350 procedures – including cleanings,
exams, fi llings, crowns…even dentures

NO annual or lifetime cap on the cash benefi ts you can receive

FREE Information Kit

1-844-654-4495
www.dental50plus.com/cedar

*Individual plan.
Product not available in MN, MT, NH, RI, VT, WA. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this
type. Contact us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY;
call 1-800-969-4781 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN)
6096C                                            MB16-NM001Cc

The best walk-in tub just got better with breakthrough technology! Presenting the all new Safe Step Walk-In Tub 
featuring MicroSoothe.® An air system so revolutionary, it oxygenates, softens and exfoliates skin, turning your bath 
into a spa-like experience. Constructed and built right here in America for safety and 
durability from the ground up, and with more standard features than any other tub.

✓ Heated seat providing warmth from beginning to end

✓  Carefully engineered hydro-massage jets strategically placed to target sore 
muscles and joints

✓  High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime warranty on the 
entire tub

✓  Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low, affordable price

You’ll agree – there just isn’t a better, more affordable walk-in tub on the market. 

Call today and receive 
exclusive savings of

$1500 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-844-418-8429

M
AD

E IN THE U.S.A.

WITH PRIDE

Financing available 
with approved credit

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub

CSLB 983603  F13000002885  13HV08744300

1-844-418-8429For your FREE information kit 
and DVD, and our Senior 

Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

Walk-In Tub

     Advanced Air System– 

Introducing MicroSoothe!

#ShopThePoST


