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Man dies in auto accident

Terrance Gage, of Courtland Township, died last week after his Jeep 
was struck at the intersection of Indian Lakes and Pine Island. Photo 
by woodtv.com. 

Terrance Gage

Former CSHS track athlete is national Champion 

Justin Balczak captured the 2015 NCAA Division II decathlon national championship, picking up his second individual national title. Photo by 
Joe Reinsch, Asuza Pacific University.

Grand Valley State Universi-
ty hosted the NCAA Division 
II Track and Field Champion-
ships on May 21-23. Former 
state champion hurdler, Justin 
Balczak (class of 2011), who 
attends Azusa Pacific Univer-
sity in California, competed in 
the decathlon, a grueling two-
day event.

The event accumulates points 
based on how close the decath-
letes come to the world record 
mark in each event. Upon the 
conclusion of each event, the 
athletes are given 30 minutes to 
prepare for their next. There is 
very little mental and physical 
rest.

On day one, Justin competed 
in the 100m dash, long jump, 
shot put, high jump and 400m 
dash. Balczak posted an 11.37 
in the 100; long jumped 23’ 2”; 

champion - continues on page 8

Funnel cloud 
sighted near 
Greenville

Michelle Hawley sent us 
a message this week letting 
us know that someone stole 
her bike on Sunday, May 
24, from the end of W. Ash 
Street, near the White Pine 
Trail. The bike is a Zigo 
Leader X2. She also had 
surveillance footage of the 
suspect, though it is a bit 
blurry. If you have seen this 
bike or have any informa-
tion on who might’ve stolen 
it, please notify the Kent 
County Sheriff Department 
Cedar Springs Unit at 696-
1311 or Detective Hopkins  
at 616-632-6100.

A Cedar Springs man was 
killed last week in a two-ve-
hicle accident in Algoma 
Township.

According to the Kent 
County Sheriff Department, 
Terrance Gage II, 39, of 
Courtland Township, was 
traveling westbound on 
Indian Lakes, about 3:30 
p.m., May 21, in a 1995 

Jeep Grand Cherokee, when 
he ran the stop sign at Pine 
Island. His vehicle was then 
struck by a northbound 
1997 Saturn, driven by 
Johnny Castellanos, 42, of 
the City of Cedar Springs.

Gage was pronounced 
dead at the scene. 

Castellanos was trans-
ported to the hospital with 

serious injuries.
Algoma Fire and Rescue 

This photo, submitted by a reader, was taken in Greenville near the 
old Meijer store. Courtesy photo.

Thunderstorms rolled through West Michigan on Tues-
day, May 26, and residents in the Greenville area snapped 
photos of an ominous-looking funnel cloud.

The photo here was taken looking northeast, near the old 
Meijer store. 

According to woodtv8 meteorologist Kyle Underwood’s 
report at woodtv.com, a weak but rotating storm produced 
the funnel cloud. “A funnel cloud is a rotating parcel of 
condensation and is often the precursor to a tornado; a tor-
nado occurs when the condensation funnel is reaching the 
ground or debris can be seen swirling on the ground,” he 
explained.

The storm produced heavy rain and gusty winds, but he 
said that no tornado was reported and no damage was re-
ported in the area. Minor damage was reported in Newaygo 
County, with some trees and a power line down.

This photo shows the suspect taking the 
bike. Courtesy photo.

Have you seen this bike?

This bike was stolen at the end of W. Ash Street, just off the 
White Pine Trail. Courtesy photo.
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The Ronny Merlington Memorial Medallion  

 
You are cordially Invited to a  

Special Meeting of the Cedar Springs City Council  
 

The Red Flannel Festival Board of Directors will be 
presenting the City, on permanent loan, the large wooden 

Red Flannel Town Medallion 
To replace the one commissioned by the 

late Honorable Mayor Ronny Merlington  
 

Friday, May 29, 2015 
7:30 pm  

Cedar Springs City Hall 
Main Street, Cedar Springs 

Please WEAR RED! 
  

 

696-9340 • 326 Main St., Cedar Springs
FLOOR COVERINGS • DRAPERIES

Making Homes Cozy for 62 Years

Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 34 years

The Post travels to Maui

Memorial Day services 
at the Legion
By Judy Reed

Help NKCS provide 
summer lunches

Col. Tom Noreen gave the address at the Me-
morial Day ceremonies in Cedar Springs. Pho-
to by J. Reed.

 Garlands in memory 
of fallen heroes were 
placed by the American 
Legion, American Le-
gion Auxiliary, and Sons 
of the American Legion. 
Photo by J. Reed.

The Marching Red Hawks played several songs and Taps to conclude the ser-
vice. Photo by J. Reed.

The threat of rain 
forced Memorial 
Day services to be 
held inside the Ce-
dar Springs Amer-
ican Legion Glen 
Hill Post this year 
instead of at area 
cemeteries. “The 
flags are made of 
wool and are hard to 
get dry,” explained 
Commander Bill 
Gregones.

The Cedar Springs 
Marching Red Hawks were 
in attendance, and this 
year’s speaker was Nelson 

Township Supervisor and 
longtime resident Colonel 
Tom Noreen. “Standing 
with the Marching Red 

Hawks (band) 45 years ago, 
as a tuba player, at a similar 
Memorial Day ceremony, 

Kathy Corwin, her par-
ents Dave and Diane Tag-
hon, and her daughter, Ka-
tia, traveled to Maui over 
spring break and took along 
The Post. They stayed at the 
beautiful Ka’anapali Beach 
Club, where they relaxed at 
the pool and ocean, enjoyed 
wonderful Hawaiian food 
and entertainment at the 
Royal Lahaina Luau, and 
were in awe of the famous 
60-foot high banyan tree in 
the center of Lahaina town. 

They snorkeled at Moloki-
ni, whale watched, took the 
curvy road to Hana as far as 
Twin Falls, journeyed many 
miles along the ocean view 
road to Blow Hold and 
watched surfers on the big 
waves.They also made the 
ride up to Haleakala Cra-
ter—elevation 10,023 feet—
only to have it be so foggy, 
rainy and windy it was hard 
to see anything. But they 
made it! They embraced 
gorgeous weather and time 

together, in a Mustang Con-
vertible, traveling the island 
that was truly a trip of a life-
time!

Thanks Kathy, for taking 
us with you!

Are you going on vaca-
tion? Take the Post with you 
and snap some photos. Then 
send them to us with some 
info to news@cedarspring-
spost.com or mail them to 
Post travels, PO Box 370, 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319. 
We will be looking for yours!

While children across the 
county are counting down 
the days until summer vaca-
tion, North Kent Communi-
ty Services is preparing to 

distribute additional food 
to families through its Sum-
mer Lunch Bag Program.

Nearly 50 percent of stu-
dents in Kent County are 

eligible for free or reduced 
lunch. The additional cost 
to the parents, many who 
are working low-wage jobs 
just to make ends meet, can 
result in a family having 
to choose between buy-
ing food and paying their 
bills. That’s where North 
Kent Community Services 
comes in.

The Summer Lunch Bag 
Program provides addition-
al food for children during 
the months of June, July 
and August. The bags con-

Calling all kids: the blessing of 
the bicycles
A fun family event
By Judy Reed

Does your child have a bike? Do 
they need one? All kids are welcome 
at the Blessing of the Bicycles, in the 
parking lot of The Springs Church, 
on the corner of First and Maple, in 
Cedar Springs, Saturday, June 6, from 
1-3 p.m.

According to organizer Johna Alex-
ander, there will be stations set up with fun stuff for kids. Kids are welcome to bring their bike and 
helmet if they have one, and if they don’t, some gently used bikes will be given away, as well as 
helmets. There will also be a drawing to give away four new bikes.

There will be a blessing said over the bikes, a station to decorate them, free t-shirts, a bike safety 
handout, a station for minor repairs that need to be made, info on helmet safety, chalk art, face paint-
ing, and possibly the Cedar Springs Fire Department.

Johna said she would love to see the blessing of the bicycles eventually become an annual com-
munity event. “We just really are hoping to get kids and families out to do some fun stuff,” she said.

Lunches - continues on page 13

memoRiaL - continues on page 13
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“Meet Me at the auction!”
ExprEssway public auto auction

“as is” absolutE last bid buys
Monday nite, June 1st • 6:30pM

rEgular auction
Monday nite, June 15th • 6:30pM

Corner of Maple Hill & M46
Across from Burley Park

See You There (at the Auction)!

Wholesaling Cars & Trucks to the Public for Over 25 Years, 
All Week Long, Not Just Monday Night.

First Sale
 in June 

on the First!

Wide Selection of 
Good Preowned Trucks • Cars • Vans

SUVs • Crossovers • Convertibles

For Work, Play or the 
Graduate’s First Set of Wheels

Dick (231) 218-5031 Chris (231) 218-5030

Exit 120, US 131 & M-46 • Howard City
xwayauction.com • 231-937-5868

Animal shelter urges caution 
during canine flu spread 

Many people are contacting the Kent County Animal 
Shelter with concerns about Canine Flu. The flu has 

been confirmed in 1,200 dogs in 10 states, with 
two cases here in Kent County, according to 

the Michigan Department of Agri-
culture and Rural Development. 
This H3N2 virus can cause a fever, 

make dogs lethargic, and symptoms 
can last two weeks. 

The Kent County Animal Shelter (KCAS) said they don’t have any cases of illness at 
this time, but they urge dog owners to take steps to protect dogs. Most importantly, avoid 
contact with other dogs that might be carrying the virus. “As a dog owner, I think it’s rea-
sonable to be concerned,” said Chris Buckley, DVM, staff veterinarian at KCAS. “But it 
would be unreasonable to avoid dog parks, grooming, or boarding and daycare facilities 
at this time.” More information from the American Veterinary Medical Association can be 
found here: https://www.avma.org/KB/Resources/FAQs/Pages/Control-of-Canine-Influ-
enza-in-Dogs.aspx canine - continues on page 13

Car bursts into flames after crash

Solon Township park plans to be unveiled

City Council discusses agreement 
with Red Flannel
By Judy Reed

At their regular meeting 
on Monday, 14, the Cedar 
Springs City Council dis-
cussed their concerns with 
a potential agreement with 
the Red Flannel Festival .

Under the two-part agree-
ment, the City would offer 
in kind services (mainly 
DPW) to the RFF, and be 
able to license the various 
logos owned by the Festival 
free of charge. No money 
would change hands.

City Councilor Rose 
Powell said that she talked 
to Rockford City Manager 

Michael Young, and 
they provide in kind 
services to 50 festi-
vals held there. She 
noted that Sparta 
does the same, with 
an in-kind cap of $5,000.

City Manager Thad Tay-
lor said that with the way 
the agreement is written, his 
concern was that there was 
no way to determine what 
the cost would be. “I am 
also extremely concerned 
about a unanimous vote to 
get out of the agreement,” 
he noted.

Mayor Pro-tem Pam Con-
ley, who is on the commit-
tee working on the agree-
ment, said that they didn’t 
put a number in there (a 
cap) and that they needed 
direction from Council.

Councilor Perry Hopkins 
said that if they do this, they 
need to be ready to do it for 
all events, and he felt that 

they should leave trade-
marks out of it. “Just use the 
in kind services. I think it’s 
taking a step backward (to 
use the logo),” he said. 

Mayor Jerry Hall said he 
thought they should wait on 
the trademark and just work 
on the agreement for ser-
vices for now.

The Solon Township 
Parks Committee will un-
veil the latest design for the 
Township Park on Algoma 
Avenue on opening day of 
the Solon Market, June 6, 
2015, from 9:00-1:00. A 
committee member will be 
available to answer ques-

tions, gather ideas and share 
refreshments.

The new drawing devel-
oped by the design team 
was created with input from 
the May survey of Solon 
Township residents and 
from prior surveys and pub-
lic meetings. After the June 

6 unveiling, the design will 
be displayed for viewing at 
the township hall for one 
month, before the Master 
Plan documents are submit-
ted to the Township Board 
for approval.    

The Park Committee 
would like input and opin-

ions from all Solon Town-
ship residents, with the 
hope of creating a park 
that offers amenities to be 
utilized and enjoyed by ev-
eryone. Please visit and like 
them on facebook.com/So-
lonPark.

 

A Howard City man was in-
jured Monday, after his ve-
hicle crashed into a tree and 

later caught fire.
Shortly after 5:30 p.m., 

Montcalm County’s Central 
Dispatch received several re-
ports of a possible single vehi-

cle crash near the 8400 block of 
Garbow Road, in Reynolds 

Township. Upon arrival, the responding Deputy 
found a Tan Toyota Corolla that had hit a large tree. The 
vehicle was also on fire. 

The driver of the vehicle, 46-year-old Scott Huff of How-
ard City, was found lying in the grass, near the burning ve-
hicle, and appeared to be unconscious. The Deputy and a 
bystander were able to drag Huff to a safe location, as the 
vehicle became more engulfed in flames. The Deputy was 
later told that two other bystanders had removed Huff from 
the vehicle prior to it catching on fire. 

The initial police investigation found that Huff was trav-

eling northbound on Garbow Road, prior to veering off 
the roadway and striking two mailboxes. After striking 
the mailboxes, he veered back onto the roadway, traveled 
a short distance and collided with the tree, which caused 
his vehicle to catch fire. The vehicle airbags deployed, as a 
result of the collision. 

Huff was later transported to Spectrum Hospital in Grand 
Rapids for treatment of injuries sustained from the crash. 
He was not wearing his seat-
belt at the time of the inci-
dent. Alcohol is believed to 
be a factor and the accident 
remains under investigation. 

The Montcalm County 
Sheriff’s Office was assisted 
at the scene by the Howard 
City Fire Department and 
Montcalm County Emergen-
cy Services.
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ChurchDirectory

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Thursday 6:30 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays at 3:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Crystal Gould 616-636-5615

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

two Services: 
9:30AM & 
11:15AM
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     Pioneer Christian Reformed Church 
  Services at Cedarfield Community Center 
      3592 17 Mile RD NE (Next to Meijer) 
 Phone: 696-9120  Web: www.pioneercrc.org 
           Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM 
                     Pastor: Jim Alblas   
 

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pastor: Jim Alblas

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh
Pastor Craig S. Carter

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta, MI 49345
616.550.6398

Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
Nursery & Children Ministry Provided

www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org 

St. John Paul II Parish
A Warm and Welcoming Catholic Community
3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30pm • Sundays at 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Summer Service Time 10:30 AM
Memorial Day Weekend
thru Labor Day Weekend

135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Grant & Oak)
616.696.2970

www.thespringschurch . in fo

Pastor Steve Lindeman

SUNDAY SCHEDULE:
10:00 a.m.  WORSHIP
SUPERVISED NURSERY CARE PROVIDED
11:00 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship downstairs

























Pastor Mary Ivanov

SUMMER SUnday SchEdUlE!
10:00 a.m.  WoRShIP SERVIcE

SUPERVISEd nURSERy caRE PRoVIdEd
9:00 a.m.  adUlT chRISTIan EdUcaTIon
 begins June 3
GriefShare begins Wed., June 6 6:30-8pm

























Pastor Mary Ivanov

SUMMER SUnday SchEdUlE!
10:00 a.m.  WoRShIP SERVIcE

SUPERVISEd nURSERy caRE PRoVIdEd
9:00 a.m.  adUlT chRISTIan EdUcaTIon
 begins June 3
GriefShare begins Wed., June 6 6:30-8pm

F i r s 
b a p t i s t  c h u r c h

of cedar springs

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm
Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

Pastor: Robert Eckert
sunday Worship: 10 aM

Bible study: 11:15 aM Monday

enhance fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
www.coumc.com

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm

Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

Pastor Craig T. Owens
http://craigtowens.com

Worship Every Sunday at 10:30am
810 17 Mile Road, Cedar Springs

at the corner of 17 Mile and Olin Lakes
www.cscalvary.org

(616) 222-5020

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

Be more concerned with what 
God thinks about you than what 

people think about you.

Then Peter and the other apostles answered and said, 
“We ought to obey God rather than men.”

Acts 5:29

From God’s Little instruction Book- honor Books

The Church of God Fellowship Group of Michigan

1763 Stumpf Blvd. • Gretna, LA 70056
(504) 367-2005 • www.thecogmi.org

is affiliated with...
Sabbath Services are held the 2nd thru 5th 

Saturdays of the month at the 
Comfort Inn - 4155 28th St. SE. 

Services begin at 1:00 p.m.
Minister Bruce Chapman (616) 636-9209

10 am Sunday worship  (616)784-1111
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont
(corner of Pine Island, 1/4 mile west of Exit 95 of US 131)

www.holyspiritbelmont.org
New Ideas, Traditional Worship

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church

Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

The FaiTh To Fall 
 
There I stood, in front of the climb-

ing wall. You know the behemoth: a 
slick, black wall, with colorful rub-
berized grips peppered across its 

face. The climber gets fitted with a harness and hard hat, 
and off he or she goes to the top to ring the bell of conquest. 
I tried, with my friends mostly jeering rather than cheering,  
but I couldn’t do it.

Climbing wasn’t the problem. I’ve got mad monkey skills 
and a gorilla grip. It was the height. I have a morbid case of 
acrophobia, and nothing makes me pop out in hives or go 
looking for a toilet bowl to hug like being faced with tra-
versing an unstable structure that is more than 10 feet high.

What made this incident all the more challenging were 
the last words of the attendant as I mounted the wall: 
“When you get to the top, you have to let go.” There was no 
climbing down (because of the tension on the safety rope), 
and there was no backing out. When you reached the termi-
nus, wherever that was on the wall, the only way down was 
to free-fall. I got halfway up the wall and froze like a bug 
stuck to a windshield. The thought of letting go and falling, 
of trusting a ½-inch rope to save me, was too much for my 
anxious mind to overcome.

How much faith did it take to climb that wall? None. It 
took strength, balance, and a plan of attack; but not faith. 
It took faith to fall, and I didn’t have very much of that to 
give. As long as we can keep conquering, going, achieving, 
or getting better, stronger, and higher we feel like every-
thing is okay. But what happens when our strength runs out; 
when all our plans for climbing higher fail? What happens 
when we can no longer focus? What happens when control 
is taken from us or when we are forced to let go? That’s 
when faith is required.

We have to bet on God, by falling into the grace and infin-
ity of what cannot be proven or explained. What most of us 
call faith is actually nothing more than human determina-
tion. It is confidence in our own ability, and that is nothing 
that resembles trust in God whatsoever. It’s only when we 
are ready to let go that we are ready to believe.

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, blogger, 
pastor, and author of multiple books. Visit his website at 
www.ronniemcbrayer.net.

The Rev. David Meyers
holy SpiRiT epiScopal 

chuRch
1200 post Dr., Belmont, Mi  49306

penTecoST
This article is written at the beginning of the season of 

Pentecost. Pentecost begins on the 50th day after Easter. 
The season occupies most of the remainder of the calen-
dar year and celebrates the birth, action, and mission of the 
church. We know Pentecost primarily as the time in which 
the Holy Spirit visited the disciples in the form of tongues 
of fire. The Spirit’s presence gave them understanding and 
power to do the mission of Christ. They emerged from a 
state of disorganization to a position of knowledge and 
power. A group of ragtag followers received an identity out 
of which the gospel took root and made an impact on the 
world.

There is, however, another form of Pentecost that is less 
well known.  A much older celebration occurred among 
the Hebrew people as the feast of Shavuot or the Feast of 

Weeks. In the Jewish tradition, Pentecost or Shavuot cele-
brates the giving of the Law to Moses on Mt. Sinai.  Sub-
sequently, the Hebrews developed the awareness that they 
were the people of God. As Easter and Passover are cele-
brated at the same time, so are the two Pentecosts.

The two feasts of Pentecost follow a pattern. In both, the 
people were lost. They were waiting and wandering. In 
both, God gave the gift of himself, in the word and in flame. 
The presence of God in the lives of the followers resulted 
in a new identity in both cases. The people understood that 
God had chosen them and, in return, they dedicated them-
selves to God.

These two major Pentecosts might be prototypes to an 
ongoing cycle of Pentecosts. These major events are, at 
some level, enacted in the life of each individual.  We all 
have our personal Pentecosts. For wanderers seeking God, 
there will be events in which God visits with a gift. That gift 
might be miraculous or might be seen in kindness, good-
ness, relationship, or sacrament. When people receive that 
gift and are aware of the presence of God, then new things 
happen. Dedication, faithfulness, change, and even rebirth 
all can be the result.  

Friends, we are all wanderers. Even those with a strong 
belief system, find themselves occasionally groping in the 
dark. The task is to be attentive to God. Look for those gifts 
through which God visits and invites his people. When 
awareness of the gift occurs, then life is transformed and 
new identity awakens.



TeRRance aRThuR GaGe ii
Terrance Arthur Gage II, 39, 
of Cedar Springs, passed 
away on Thursday, May 
21, 2015 from accidental 
injuries. Terry is now 
walking with the Lord. Terry 
was met by his Grandpa 
and Grandma Middleton, 
Grandpa Gage, Aunt Laurie 
and Grandson Israel. He 
was born July 31, 1975 
in Lakeview, Michigan. 
Following graduation from High School Terry enlisted in the 
U.S. Navy, he very proudly served his country for 20 years 
retiring in July of 2014. He traveled a lot while in the service 
and his daughters were able to travel with him. Terry loved 
to cook and was known as the chef. He was learning to make 
bowls from different kinds of wood, enjoyed auction sales 
and flea markets and loved to hunt. He was always helping 
people and spending time with his family and friends. He 
was looking forward to seeing his son Kevin graduate 
from high school and his daughter Ashley from business 
college in Virginia. He will be missed by his family and 
friends. Surviving are the love of his life, Marti; daughters, 
Mykenzie, Ashley (Danny) Lopez, Kayli (Warren) Armock; 
son, Kevin; two grandsons and one granddaughter whom 
he loved very much; father, Terry (Judy) Gage; mother, 
Carol Rowe; grandmother, Carol Gage; Marti’s parents, 
Charlie (Reta) McKee; sisters, Debbie (Tim) Prins, Sue 
(Joe) Molyneux, Colleen Maycroft, Chris (John) Sweeny; 
brothers, Paul (Jane) Ringler, David (Cheryl) Finnila, Todd 
Finnila; many aunts, uncles, nieces, nephews and cousins. 
The family greeted friends Wednesday, May 27 from 
11:00 am until time of service at 1:00 pm at Solon Center 
Wesleyan Church, 15671 Algoma Avenue, Cedar Springs. 
Pastor Tom Holloway officiating. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs.
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Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 years

conGRaTulaTionS

WalleR - SlocuM
Gordy and Lauri Waller, of Sand Lake, are pleased to 
announce the engagement of their daughter, Jacklyn Waller, 
of Howard City, to Justin Slocum of Howard City. Justin 
is the son of Don Slocum, of Howard City, and Mechelle 
Merlington, of Grand Rapids. Jacklyn is a 2003 graduate of 
Tri County High School and Justin is a 2004 graduate of Tri 
County High School. A June 27, 2015 wedding is to take 
place in Big Rapids, Michigan.

cRySTal M. GoulD
Crystal M. Gould, 84 of 
Sand Lake, died Wednesday, 
May 20, 2015 at Metron 
of Cedar Springs. Crystal 
was born June 11, 1930 
in Sparta, Michigan the 
daughter of Newton and 
Ethel (Muir) Teesdale. She 
was a member of the Sand 
Lake United Methodist 
Church, Secret Pal Club 
and the Federated Garden 
Club. Crystal enjoyed being 
a homemaker and caring 
for her family, she was a wonderful wife, mother and 
grandmother. Surviving are her children, Gerald (Eunice) 
Gould, Lloyd Gould, Barbara Gould, Carl (Margaret) 
Gould; grandsons, Chad (Tammy), Jeff, Kevin (Angie) 
Adam, Kyle and Cody; six great grandchildren; two great 
great grandchildren; brothers, Roger (Geraldine) Teesdale, 
Larry (Karen) Teesdale; brothers-in-law, Joe (Lena), 
Art (Linda), Sim (Patsy), Guy (Marilyn); sisters-in-law, 
Betty Gould, Glenice (Ken) Van Loozenoord, Judy (Jerry) 
Troupe; many nieces and nephews. She was preceded in 
death by her parents, stepfather, Alvin “Jake” Magoon; 
husband of 61 years, Wayne in 2014; sister, June Cisler. 
The family greeted friends Tuesday from 2-4 and 6-8 pm 
at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs, 
where services were held on Wednesday at 1:00 pm. Pastor 
Darryl Miller officiating. Interment Sand Lake Cemetery. 
Memorial contributions may be made to Sand Lake United 
Methodist Church.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs

DonalD a. WollanDeR
Donald A. Wollander, 79, 
of Cedar Springs, went to 
be with his Lord and Savior 
on Monday, May 25, 2015 
at Vista Springs. Don was 
born February 3, 1936 on 
his parent’s farm in Sand 
Lake, Michigan, the son of 
Edward and Ada Wollander. 
He worked for Meijer for 
32 years and was a lifelong 
attendee of Huggard Bible 
Church. His real passion 
was farming which he did his whole life. Don was an 
honest and caring person, who loved people and often put 
others and their needs before himself. He also was a nature 
photographer and had won international awards. Surviving 
are his wife, Shirlee, whom he married on October 29, 
1983; and many cousins. Visitation was held Thursday 
from 2-4 and 6-8 pm at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral 
Home, Cedar Springs. The service will be held Friday 11:00 
am at Huggard Bible Church, 8860 21 Mile Road, Sand 
Lake. Pastor Rick Malone officiating. Interment Elmwood 
Cemetery, Cedar Springs. Memorial contributions may 
be to Great Lakes Hospice, 4069 Lake Dr. SE, Suite B11, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49546.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs

ngagementEEEEE
irthBBBBB
nniversaryAAAAA
eddingWWWWW
emorialMMMMM
bituaryOOOOO
hankyou!TTTTT
nnouncementAAAAA

nichole hall & 
JoShua hall

Congratulations to Nichole Hall and her brother Joshua 
Hall, both graduates of Cedar Springs High School. 
Nichole graduated April 25, 2015 from Grand Valley 
State with her Masters of Science in Speech-Language 
Pathology. Joshua graduated May 9, 2015 from Ferris 
State with his Bachelor of Science in HVACR Engineering 
Technology and Energy Management.

We love you both,
Rob & Shelli Hall, Boppa & Nana Hanna, Grandma 

Hall, Uncle Al & Aunt Sandra, Austin & Alyssa
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*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.



This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620
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hometown happenings articles are a community service for non-
profit	agencies	only.	Due	to	popular	demand	for	placement	in	this	
section, we can no longer run all articles. deadline for articles is 
monday at 5 p.m. this is not guaranteed space. articles will run as 
space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions 
may apply. You now can email your hometown happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.
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$ DollarVille $
Cedar Rock Mall | 14 Mile Rd., Rockford

Locally owned and Operated

616-866-8912New Hours:   Sun 12-5; M-T-W  9am-6pm; 
Th-F 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-6pm

June 21st
Gifts • Cards • & More

Graduation 
Supplies

over 24 colors of tablecloths with 
napkins and plates to match!

Don’t Forget
Father’S Day

June 5-7

Kent theatre
DIGITAL Movies at the

now Showing

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 9

ShowtimeS: 
Fri: 6PM • 9PM 

Sat: 3PM • 6PM • 9PM 
Sun:  3PM • 6PM

May 29 • 30 • 31

Digital Movie Tickets 
ONLY $3.00

coming Soon:

June 12-14

THE
longEsT

ridE

From The Best selling Author of 
The notebook and dear John

National Trails Day Celebration
May 30: Come celebrate National Trails Day at Long Lake 
Park Shelterhouse. There will be guided hikes, a petting 
zoo, free ice cream and hot dogs and educational talks. 
Saturday, May 30th from noon to 4 pm. #21

Gowen Bible Church Celebrates Second 
Campus
May 31: Gowen Bible Church is blessed and growing! We 
will celebrate the opening of our second campus at 16415 
Meddler Ave, Sand Lake on Sunday, May 31st at 11 am. Plan 
to join us for a time of worship, thanksgiving and fellowship. 
The community is invited. For more information, contact us 
at 616-984-2525 or gowenbible.org. #21

Faith Based Guitar Boot Camp
June 1: Basic training for guitar will be taught at the Cedar 
Springs United Methodist Church for ages 10 thru 15 year 
olds. Registration will be held Monday, June 1st at 7 pm. 
To register, enter the South door located on Church Street. 
Students must be registered on this date and a parent or 
guardian is required to register them. Class size is limited 
to 12 students. Registration fee is $55. Guitar and supplies 
are furnished. Classes will be held Monday evenings for 12 
weeks starting June 8th. #20,21b

God’s Kitchen in Cedar Springs
June 2,9,16,23,30: Join us for dinner every Tuesday. God’s 
Kitchen – Cedar Springs welcomes families from Northern 
Kent County and the surrounding area to a Tuesday Evening 
Meal. No charge – no registration required!  Served from 
5:30 – 6:30 pm at the St. John Paul II Parish, 3110 – 17 Mile 
Rd., Cedar Springs. For more information, call the Church 
office at 616-696-3904. #21

Blessing of the Bicycles
June 6: A “Blessing of the Bicycles” event will be held 
at First and Oak St. at The Springs Church parking lot on 
Saturday, June 6th from 1 to 3 pm. Parents, bring your kids 
with their bikes for the blessing. Minor bike repairs, bike 
safety information and demonstration, decorating, t-shirts 
and new bike drawing. Don’t have a bike? While supplies 
last, several used bikes have been graciously donated for 
this event! Hope to see you there. #20-22p

MCC offers Community Trail Day
June 6: Montcalm Community College’s first annual 
Community Trail Day is June 6th from 11 am to 1 pm at the 
Kenneth J. Lehman Nature Trails on the college’s Sidney 
campus. Guided walks, children’s activities and a hot dog 
lunch are provided. This free event is open to all. The event 

will be rescheduled to June 7th if it rains on June 6th. For 
more information, email naturetrails@montcalm.edu or 
hwesp@montcalm.edu. #21

Forest to Fork, the Basics of Foraging
June 7: Foraging with our expert naturalists is an excellent 
opportunity to learn about plant identification as well as 
learning the numerous edible plants in the forest. After your 
time foraging we’ll make some delectable edibles from the 
things we find and test our taste buds with 100% natural 
flavor. Sunday, June 7th from 12:30 to 2:30 pm. Howard 
Christensen Nature Center, 16190 Red Pine Dr., Kent City. 
616-675-3158. #21

Help Promote Literacy
June 11: The Literacy Center of West Michigan has 
scheduled and information session on Thursday June 11th 
for prospective volunteer tutors. This session is held at 
6:30 pm and lasts one hour. It allows persons interested 
in becoming volunteer tutors to fund out more about the 
Center and its literacy programs. At the end of the session 
there will be an opportunity to sign up for tutor training. By 
training people to be tutors, the Center can offer one-on-one 
reading help to adults asking for assistance in reading or 
English as a Second Language (ESL). You do not need to 
speak another language to tutor ESL. The Center is located 
at 1120 Monroe Ave., NW, Suite 240, Grand Rapids. Please 
call 616-459-5151 (ext. 10) to register. #21

Sand Lake High School Alumni Banquet
June 13: The 123rd annual Sand Lake High School Alumni 
Banquet will be held on Saturday, June 13th at the Sand 
Lake Lutheran Church. Open to anyone who attended Sand 
Lake Schools. Social hour is at 5 pm with dinner at 6 pm. 
Cost is $12. We wish to recognize all former “Miss Sand 
Lakes”. If you were a former “Miss Sand Lake” please call 
Dave Groner at 269-208-5716. Please RSVP by June 7th. 
Call your reservation to one of the following committee 
members; Dave Groner, 269-208-5716, Dick Pierce 616-
636-5258, Betty Braford Clegg 517-487-3003, Verna White 
Smigiel 616-885-4913. #20,21p

Black snake

It was the first camping experience for Jed.
As soon as he had pitched his tent, he went for a hike 

in the woods. In about fifteen minutes, he rushed back 
into camp, bleeding and disheveled.

“What happened?” asked a fellow camper.
“I was chased by a black snake!” cried the frightened 

Jed.
The camper laughed and retorted, “A black snake isn’t 

deadly.”
Jed groaned. “He is if he can make you jump off a 

fifty-foot cliff!”

MCC Offers Healthcare Courses
June 15,23: Montcalm Community College offers courses 
to become a dental assistant starting June 15 and a pharmacy 
technician courses starting June 23 from 6 to 9:30 pm on 
the college’s Greenville campus. For more information or to 
register, visit www.montcalm.edu/careerdevelopment. #21

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: ON THE FARM

ACROSS
1. Staples Center, e.g.
6. *Some tractors have an 
enclosed one
9. French cabaret legend 
Edith
13. Hogwarts professor and 
part werewolf
14. Female gametes
15. “A ____ ate my baby”
16. Through this and thin
17. Aquatic shocker
18. Happen
19. *Fruit trees
21. *Traditional “mower”
23. E in BCE
24. 1950s pin-up
25. Accounting degree
28. Month of Purim
30. Stream of revenue
35. *Barbecued pig or cow 
anatomy
37. Away from wind
39. Swamp plant
40. Elliptical
41. *Livestock farm
43. Pineapple producer
44. Some are cuckoo for 
these puffs
46. “Why not?”
47. Rushed
48. *Animal house
50. Juicing byproduct
52. They often pop up

53. Beer spouts
55. Lake in France
57. *Used on sheep
60. *Pullets and drakes, 
e.g.
64. To bake an egg in its 
shell
65. It’s sometimes high or 
low
67. Sound of pinched nose
68. One who ____ around
69. Hammurabi’s code, e.g.
70. “It’s the latest ____”
71. Edible root of taro plant
72. Wife’s title
73. Wives of one man

DOWN
1. Choir member
2. German industrial valley
3. Larger-than-life
4. A position well suited to 
person occupying it
5. Turkish capital
6. For boys and girls
7. As opposed to St. or 
Blvd.
8. Crafter’s wood
9. Ancient Briton
10. Give some this and they 
take a mile
11. Malaria symptom
12. Hemingway’s “___ 
Whom the Bell Tolls”
15. A man who is senior 

member of group, pl.
20. Kind of police gun
22. Computer-generated 
imagery, acr.
24. Engaged couple’s 
contracts
25. The Nile is famous for 
these
26. Turning point
27. Manila hemp
29. “Oh, my!”
31. U.S. law-enforcement 
agents
32. Used to treat Parkinson’s 
disease
33. Amorously checked out
34. *Pesky farm intruders
36. Like Oscar in “The Odd 
Couple”

38. Very light brown
42. Conversation starter
45. Communion tables
49. *Corn piece
51. Protruding belly
54. Sacred song
56. “The Nutcracker” 
protagonist
57. Food fish
58. *A quadruped’s ____
quarters
59. Consequently
60. Seats for a flock
61. One of the Romanovs
62. Level to the ground
63. Original matter
64. Female
66. Hot Wheel

answeRs - on page 13
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Dear Steven,
We are so proud 
of you! We couldn’t 
ask for a better son. 
Follow your heart 
and God’s leading, 
and there won’t be 
anything you can’t 
accomplish. 

Love, Mom and Dad

Steven Reed
Cedar Springs High School

Congratulate Your Grad

Mail to: Cedar Springs Post, “Congrats Grad,” 36 E. Maple St., 
P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Show the Cedar 
Springs Area that 
you are proud of 
your graduate! 

You can have your         
announcement appear in 
our graduation section 

printed in 5,000 copies of 
your local newspaper for 
only $25 (actual size)

Send in a brief message 
with a picture of your 

choice. Must be in 
by Monday, June 1st.

Graduate’s Name:____________________________
School:_____________________________________
Your Message:_______________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

“Hope y’all 
enjoy these!”

Down Home Southern Style Hush Puppies
By Janet Tharpe

Sharing Hometown Recipes, Cooking Tips and Coupons

What You Need
3/4 c self-rising flour
1 c self-rising corn  
   meal (not mix)
1 large egg, lightly  
   beaten
1 small sweet onion,  
   finely minced
1 pinch garlic powder
1 pinch onion powder
1 pinch seafood  
   seasoning
3/4 to 1 c buttermilk
Canola oil for frying

Southern Style  
Hush Puppies

Directions
• In a large mixing 
bowl, mix together 
flour and corn meal. 
Add egg, onion and 
spices.

• Add buttermilk 
and stir with fork 
until just blended. 
Mixture should be 
fairly stiff. Add a 
little more buttermilk 
if necessary.

• Heat oil in deep 
fryer to 375 degrees.

• Drop dough, by 
teaspoons, into hot 
oil.

• Fry until hush 
puppies rise to the 
top and are golden 
brown.

• Remove from fryer 
and drain on paper 
towels.

• Serve hot with 
honey butter, if 
desired.

www.justapinch.com/hushpuppy
Submitted by: Elaine Bovender, Wilmington, NC (pop. 106,476)

Brought to you by American Hometown Media

Elaine Bovender
Wilmington, NC

(106,476)

Fried fish and hush puppies go together like peas and 
carrots. Only your family will be much happier to 

see Elaine Bovender’s light and airy Southern Style Hush 
Puppies on their plate! Add some slaw, along with your fish, 
and you have one heavenly summertime meal.

See step-by-step photos of Elaine’s recipe plus thousands 
more from home cooks nationwide at: 

www.justapinch.com/hushpuppy
You’ll also find a meal planner, coupons and chances to 

win! Enjoy and remember, use “just a pinch”...

-Janet

Celebrate National 
Trails Day 

Welcome the North 
Country Trail to Cedar 
Springs by celebrating the 
American Hiking Society’s 
National Trails Day at Long 
Lake Park (in the pavil-
ion), 13747 Krauskopf NE, 
(south off 17 Mile), from 
noon to 4 p.m.

The event, hosted by the 
Cedar Springs Communi-
ty Building Development 
Team and North Country 
Trail, will be fun for the 
whole family. They will 
offer hot dogs, ice cream, 
a petting zoon, games, mu-
sic, popcorn, face painting, 
a ham radio demonstration, 
a guided hike on the North 
Country Trail at 3 p.m., a 
chance to identify medici-
nal plants, and a history of 
logging in northern Kent 
County. Residents will also 
get to offer ideas on what 
cool sites hikers in the area 
should see.  

You won’t want to miss 
it!

May 30, Long Lake Park

The Cedar Springs Post
Newspaper
3,380 likes 

www.facebook.com/
cedarspringspost

4.3
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NOW OPEN Join us for our 
GraNd OPENiNG
June 6th - 10am-2pm

Raffles | Food | Giveaways
Motorcycle Apparel

Accessories | Parts | Service
Retail | Wholesale | Consignments

Mon - Fri 10-7 & Sat 10-4
6491 S. Greenville Rd. - Greenville MI 616.712.6484

Three Red Hawk grads national 
champs in cheer

(L to R) Brittani Tozer, Heather Howard, and Amber Dunham are part of the Davenport 
University Cheer Team, which won national championships in both Competitive cheer 
and Stunt this spring.

Three Cedar 
Springs High 
School graduates 
performed a rare 
feat—they cap-
tured two national 
championships, in 
different events, 
in the same sea-
son. Brittani Tozer, 
Heather Howard, 
and Amber Dun-
ham, accomplished 
this in Competitive 
Cheer and Stunt, 
as part of the Dav-
enport University 
Cheer team.

The team won 
their third national 
competitive cheer 
title in a row, af-
ter competing on April 9 
and 10, in Daytona Beach, 
Florida. On April 9, 26 
teams participated in the 
preliminaries, with Dav-

enport finishing in the top 
spot. Half the teams moved 
on to the finals on April 10, 
with Davenport performing 
last. They had a near per-

fect performance to win the 
NCA/NDA Division III All 
Girls Competitive Cheer 
National Championship.

In May, the team won 

CTA 5k raises funds for Wounded Warriors

threw the 16lb. shot put 42’ 
8”; won the high jump event 
at 6’ 7.5”; and ran the 400 
in 50.36 seconds. After the 
first day of competition, Jus-
tin led the field of 15.

Day two started with the 
110m hurdles, followed by 
the discus, pole vault, jave-
lin, and concluded with the 
1500m run. His 14.71 sec-
onds in the hurdles placed 
him second; he struggled 
in the discus by throwing 
116’ 3”; placed second in 
the pole vault with a jump 
of 14’ 11”; threw the javelin 
175’ 10”; and finished the 
1500 in 4:43.99. His points 
earned declared him nation-
al champion in Division II.

This was Justin’s first 
outdoor national champion-
ship, while he won the hep-
tathlon this past winter. “It’s 
terribly taxing on the mind 

Justin Balczak (center) on winner’s stand. Photo courtesy Jeff Myers.

Champion
...continued from front page 

Meet the Hawks: 
Joel Paasch

By shae Brophy

Meet cornerback Joel Paasch. A 2010 Tri County High 
School graduate who is originally from “small town” How-
ard City, MI, Paasch moved around a lot as a kid, but some-
how made his way back north. One of the rookies on the 
team, Joel has always enjoyed playing sports. He played as 
many sports as possible during school, eventually getting 
into MMA for about two years, before being able to step 
back on the field wearing a Hawks jersey. 

“Football is where my heart is,” were Joel’s exact words. 
His number one idol in life has always been his father. 

Joel, who is also one of the captains on the team, credits his 
Dad for the way he helped raise him as a kid, pushing him 
to be the best he could be and reaching his full potential, 
and teaching Joel the right morals to become the man he 
is today. 

Outside of football and work, Joel enjoys spending time 
with his daughter, going to the gym, and spending time with 
friends and family with a grill. 

When asked what his desire to join the Hawks was based 
on, Joel’s response was simple: “For love of the game.”

Coach David Lange has nothing but good things to say 
about what Joel brings to this team. “Joel is fun to watch be-
cause he is a heavy hitter, and he is always ready to work,” 
he explained. “Regardless of whether its practice, a game, 
or a community event, his work ethic is second to none.”

Paasch and the West Michigan Hawks will be in action 
this Saturday, as they travel to Battle Creek to take on the 
#3 ranked Battle Creek Coyotes. Fans are invited to make 
the trip with the team, as they take on their biggest chal-
lenge to date. The game will be played at Battle Creek 
Central High School, located at 100 West VanBuren Street, 
Battle Creek, MI 49017. We hope to see you come out and 
support your team!

Shae Brophy is the Media/Public Relations Director for 
the West Michigan Hawks.

and body,” remarked Justin. 
“You learn that you have to 
forget the last event and pre-
pare for the next.”

He is coached by former 
Olympic decathlete, Brian 
Clay.

In July, Justin will com-
pete in the Pan-American 
Games in Toronto. With 
success, he can earn a roster 
spot on the U.S. National 
team.

Balczak is a well decorat-
ed collegiate athlete. He has 
earned All-American status 
four consecutive years com-
peting in indoor track and 
field (three at Lake Superior 
State University and one at 
Azusa Pacific), while being 
awarded All-American three 
times in the outdoor season 
(two at LSSU and his first at 
A.P.U.). He has one season 
of eligibility remaining in outdoor track and field.

their first national ti-
tle in Stunt, in which 
they have only com-
peted two years. The 
dates were May 1-3, 
in Oklahoma City, 
Oklahoma. The 
top four schools in 
each division were 
invited to partici-
pate. The divisions 
were I and II, and 
Davenport was rat-
ed 2 in Division II. 
Their challenge was 
to defeat Oklahoma 
Central University, 
who had won this 
championship three 
years in a row. The 
tournament was 
double-elimination. 
Davenport defeated 

Oklahoma Central in the 
semi-final, and then again 
in the final. 

Creative Technologies 
Academy’s newest after 
school running program, 
Girls Charging Ahead, 
which encourages preteen 
girls to develop self-re-
spect and healthy lifestyles 
through running, held its 
first 5k on Monday, May 18. 

The team consisted of 

over 20 girls from grades 
2nd-6th, many high school 
volunteers, and the two head 
coaches, Samantha Lis-
combe and Amy VanHarten. 
In connection with the cel-
ebration 5k, the girls on the 
team chose to take pledg-
es to raise money for the 
Wounded Warriors Founda-

tion, as their team service 
project. The group raised 
a total of $1,003.35 for the 
foundation. 

The 5k was held on the 
portion of the White Pine 
trail just North of Pine St. 
There was a huge turnout 
that consisted of many CTA 
staff and students as well as 

family members of the girls 
on the team.



Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger steve mueller

Hummingbird Brawl

Weekly Fishing Tip: 
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Mac’s
Rustic Sports

Your One Stop Sports Shop!

Sports Shop Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7am-8pm, Sat. - Sun. 6am-9pm
Convenience Store Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5am-10pm, Sat. 6am-10pm, 

Sun. 6am-9pm
519 Ensley • Howard City • 231.937.4372

Under             Ownership:NewNew Nick & Bob MacTavish

GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT
169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
616-887-8661

Mason Oppenneer, the son of Rikki and Jeff Oppen-
neer, of Pierson, recently caught this big 4-pound bass, 
while fishing with his Dad. Great job!

Congratulations, Mason, you made the Post Catch 
of the Week!

CAtCh of the
Week

It’s back—get out those 
cameras!

It’s that time of year again when anglers big and small like 
to tell their fish tales! Send us a photo and story of your first, 
best, funniest, biggest, or even your smallest catch. Include 
your name, age, address, and phone number, along with the 
type and size of fish, and where caught.  We can’t wait to 
hear from you! Photos published as space allows. Photos/

stories may be sent by email to news@cedarspringspost.com 
with Catch of the Week in the subject line, or mail to: Catch 

of the Week, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

Monitor bait to spot 
juvenile Asian carp 

The Michigan De-
partment of Natural 
Resources reminds 
anglers to monitor 
their live bait pur-
chases and look for 
juvenile Asian carp 
during the fishing 
season. 

The DNR is tak-
ing many steps to 
prevent adult Asian 
carp (bighead and 
silver) from entering the 
Great Lakes, but many peo-
ple don’t realize that juve-
nile Asian carp pose a threat 
to the state’s waters, too. 

Juvenile Asian carp can 
be confused with common 
baitfish—such as gizzard 
shad, emerald shiner, spot-
tail shiner or golden shiner. 
Because bait often is trans-
ported across state lines, 
including from areas with 
breeding populations of 
Asian carp, it would be pos-
sible for juvenile Asian carp 
to make their way into the 
bait supply without anyone 
realizing it.   

A video is available on-
line to assist anglers and 
the public in identifying ju-
venile Asian carp. It show-
cases five characteristics 
that viewers can use to dis-
tinguish between juvenile 
Asian carp (bighead and sil-
ver) and common baitfish, 
including:

•  Body color.
•  Scale pattern, shape 

and size.
•  Eye size and location 

on the head.
•  Mouth shape and lo-

cation.
•  Presence or absence 

of keels on the bot-
tom side of the fish.

The video can be viewed 
on the DNR’s Asian carp 
website at michigan.gov/
asiancarp. 

The video also describes 
what an angler should do 
if he or she thinks there is 
a juvenile Asian carp—or 
any odd-looking fish—in 
the bait bucket. Anglers 
are encouraged to keep the 

questionable fish alive or 
freeze the fish and contact 
the DNR to correctly iden-
tify the fish in question. The 
DNR does not want ques-
tionable fish to be used as 
bait. Once anglers are done 
fishing, remaining baitfish 

should be disposed of in the 
trash. 

The video is one of sev-
eral items the DNR has de-
veloped to increase public 
awareness about Asian carp. 
For more information, visit 
michigan.gov/asiancarp.

Northern pike season open - now get out 
there and fish!

Seasons for northern pike are finally open across the state. Will 
you soon be getting out to try your hand at northern pike fish-
ing? Northern pike like to spend their time in the weedy shallows of 
both the Great Lakes and inland waters. In rivers, they can be found 
around log jams or fallen timber. They are often taken with live bait 
(such as large minnows) or different kinds of artificial lures. When 
fishing for northern pike, many anglers like to use a six to eight-
inch wire or steel leader directly in front of hook or lure. Pike have large, deep mouths with extremely sharp teeth. They are 
known to engulf the entire bait or lure and sever the fishing 
line with their teeth when it is attached directly to the hook 
or lure. This leaves the angler watching as the fish swims 
away with their offering. Want to learn even more about 
northern pike in Michigan? Go to www.michigan.gov/dnr 
and type northern pike in the search box.

Ruby-throated hummingbird. Steve Maslowski, US Fish and Wild-
life Service.

Ruby-throat-
ed Humming-
birds are a joy 
to watch as 
their iridescent 
throat patches 
catch sunlight 
and radiate 
brilliant ruby. 
It is not viewed 
with equal joy, 
when a male 
sees another’s 
ruby throat. 

I watched 
a male per-
forming its 
mating display 
by swooping 
down and up 
in a U pattern to impress a female. The 
Rudy-throated Hummingbird display was 
not as impressive as some western species 
I have observed. I watched western species 
loop 75 feet down and up. Here the bird 
was looping 20 feet. 

When the male favorably captures the at-
tention of a female, she will land nearby. 
His flight changes to sideways movement 
back and forth, as he tries to woo her.

At the feeder, birds are less tolerant and 
unwilling to share food resources with fe-
males or males. This evening turned into a 
Saturday night brawl for two males. 

At 8:30 EDT, two tumbled to the ground 
and rolled around. I did not know if they 
were opposite sexes engaged in mating or 
males fighting. When they flew up, I could 
see both had ruby-throat patches. One tried 
visiting the feeder and the other charged 
from above, in a blur of speed. I thought 
both would be severely injured if they made 
physical contact. 

The feeding bird quickly took evasive 
moves and the two continued aerial combat 
maneuvers for twenty minutes. In mid air 
they would come into physical contact and 
separate. Sometimes their contact would 
bring them to the ground, where I could 
only see them thrashing in the grass. 

At 8:50 p.m., the two engaged in a 
ground brawl that I observed with binocu-
lars. I could see one appeared to be pinning 
the other beneath. At times, both would be 
in view until one was subdued underneath 
again. This continued 20 minutes. It was 
getting dark. I left the window for a mo-
ment, and, on my return, I saw one at the 
feeder and could not see other. 

I went outside to look for an injured, 
maimed, or dead male hummingbird, where 
they had a 20-minute exhausting fight. For-
tunately, I did not have an unpleasant dis-

covery. I did 
not see the 
second male 
again.

Why can’t 
animals get 
along? Hum-
mers seem to 
be particular-
ly anti-social 
with others of 
their species. 
In general, the 
behavior is 
common for 
many species 
and driven 
somewhat by 
hormone lev-
els. Books and 

research papers elaborate and are beyond 
review here. In brief, reasons include:

*Individuals desire adequate breeding 
and nesting space with appropriate food, 
water, and shelter. This applies for species 
from hummers to people.

*Food is critical and many are unwilling 
to share a limited resource. Hummingbirds 
gather food in a small home range. Other 
species, like us, access food from around 
the world as well as from local farm mar-
kets. 

*Water is generally accessible in our re-
gion for birds and people. Historically and 
currently, water rights conflicts abound. 
Proposals to pipe Great Lakes water to arid 
regions are frequent. Some question why 
people want to retain the Great Lakes in-
stead of draining or lowering them to sup-
ply the southwest deserts and California. 
Lowering the Great Lakes would dry many 
wells, inland lakes and alter Great Lakes 
agriculture and ecosystem. 

*Successful nesting requires good nest 
sites. It is difficult to raise young to adult-
hood. In the case of humans, we have be-
come quite proficient with modern med-
icines, vaccines, food distribution, and 
community health programs. We expect 
most children to survive. A century ago, 
youth deaths were common. Youth deaths 
are still common for animals in nature nich-
es. Help by allowing natural living space in 
a portion of your yard. We can each support 
Earth’s biodiversity.

Natural history questions or topic sug-
gestions can be directed to Ranger Steve 
(Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net Ody 
Brook, 13010 Northland Dr, Cedar Springs, 
MI 49319-8433 or call 616-696-1753.
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heAlth & BeAuty

Select care PhySical theraPy
7762 N. Federal Road • Howard City

Fax: 231-937-9836
231-937-8485
www.selectcarePT.com
• Aquatic Therapy (Only one in Town)
• Anodyne for Neuropathy
• Vestibular Rehab/Balance Training/Fall Prevention
• Sports Medicine/Kinesio Taping
• Work Injuries/Auto Injuries
• Pain Management
• Orhtopaedic Manual Therapy
• Arthritis/Fibromyalgia/Osteoporosis Therapy Program
• Post-op Edema Management

Not affiliated with any other therapy procider in the 
area. Operated by husband and wife physical therapist 

team with combined experience of 30 years.
Our therapists work only at this location, and are 

highly trained and certified. 
Our Hand-On approach is the strength behind our 

successful treatment programs. 
Therapy provided by licensed physical therapists only.

Working Hours: Mon. to Fri. 9am to 5pm
*Early morning and late evening appt. are available, please inquire within.

All insurances are welcome, flexible payment plans for 
co-payments, deductible, private pay, etc.

Fight the biteDangers of unattended 
children 
in cars

As people spend more time outdoors and 
the weather continues to warm, it is import-
ant to take precautions against mosquito 
and tick bites. The Michigan Department 
of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) 
would like to urge all residents, especially 
those recreating outdoors and children at 
camps, to protect themselves from mosqui-
to and tick-borne diseases.

Seasonal activity varies from year to 
year, but mosquitoes in Michigan can car-
ry illnesses such as West Nile virus (WNV) 
and Eastern Equine Encephalitis (EEE), 
and ticks can carry illnesses such as Lyme 
disease and Rocky Mountain spotted fe-
ver. Mosquito and tick-borne diseases can 
cause mild symptoms, severe infections re-
quiring hospitalization, and even death. 

“One bite from an infected mosquito can 
lead to a severe and possibly life-altering 
illness,” said Dr. Eden Wells, chief medical 
executive for MDHHS.  “Preventing bites 
from mosquitoes is the key to protection.”   

Nationally in 2014, there were 2,122 
WNV cases and 85 deaths reported to the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC). WNV cases have been seen every 
summer in Michigan since 2002.  Those 
with the highest risk of illness caused by 
WNV are adults 50 and older. 

In addition to presenting a greater risk for 
older people, EEE is more likely to cause 
illness in children 15 years of age or young-
er. People in outdoor occupations like con-
struction and landscaping are at increased 
risk of getting bitten by an infected mosqui-
to, but the mosquito that carries WNV also 
likes to get indoors. 

Protection against mosquito-borne dis-
ease is as easy as remembering to take these 
key steps: 

•  Avoid mosquito bites: Use insect 
repellent when outdoors especially 
from dusk to dawn. Look for EPA-la-
beled products containing active in-
gredients, such as DEET, Picaridin 
(KBR3023), or oil of lemon eucalyp-
tus (p-menthane 3,8-diol). Reapply 
as needed according to label direc-
tions. Use nets or fans around out-
door eating areas to keep mosquitoes 
away. 

•  Mosquito-proof homes: Fix or in-
stall window and door screens and 
cover or eliminate empty containers 
with standing water where mosqui-
toes can lay eggs. 

•  Help your community: Report 
dead birds to Michigan’s Emerging 
Diseases website (www.michigan.
gov/emergingdiseases) to help track 
WNV and support community-based 
mosquito control programs. 

•  Vaccinate horses against WNV and 
Eastern Equine Encephalitis virus.

Michigan is also home to a number of tick 
species that will bite people. Ticks are typi-
cally found in wooded or brushy areas with 
tall grass and leaf litter. The ticks mostly 
commonly encountered by people in Mich-
igan include the American dog tick, which 
can carry Rocky Mountain spotted fever, 
and the blacklegged tick, which can spread 
a number of human illnesses, including 

Lyme disease. 
Lyme disease is considered to be an 

emerging disease due to the expansion of 
tick populations in Michigan’s western Up-
per and Lower Peninsulas and is the most 
common tick-borne disease reported in the 
state, with 128 human cases reported in 
2014, the second highest number ever seen 
in Michigan. The period from June to Sep-
tember is of concern because of the pop-
py-seed sized nymphal-stage tick, which is 
responsible for much of the Lyme disease in 
the U.S. While rare, human cases of Rocky 
Mountain spotted fever have also been doc-
umented in Michigan.

Many tick-borne diseases have similar 
symptoms. See your healthcare provider if 
you develop signs of illness such as a fever, 
body aches and/or rash in the days after re-
ceiving a tick bite or recreating in tick habi-
tat. Early recognition and treatment can de-
crease the chance of serious complications. 
You can prevent tick bites by:

•  Avoiding tick-infested areas. This 
is especially important in May, June, 
and July. If you are in tick infested 
areas, walk in the center of trails to 
avoid contact with overgrown grass, 
brush, and leaf litter at trail edges.

•  Using insect repellent. Spray re-
pellent containing a 20 percent con-
centration of DEET or Picaridin on 
clothes and on exposed skin. You can 
also treat clothes (especially pants, 
socks, and shoes) with permethrin, 
which kills ticks on contact or buy 
clothes that are pre-treated. Perme-
thrin can also be used on tents and 
some camping gear. Do not use per-
methrin directly on skin. Always fol-
low the manufacturer’s instructions 
when applying any repellents. 

•  Bathing or showering. Bathe or 
shower as soon as possible after 
coming indoors (preferably within 2 
hours) to wash off and more easily 
find ticks that are crawling on you. 
Ticks can get a ride indoors on your 
clothes. After being outdoors, wash 
and dry clothing at a high tempera-
ture to kill any ticks that may remain 
on clothing. 

•  Performing daily tick checks. Al-
ways check for ticks after being 
outdoors, even in your own yard. 
Because ticks must usually be at-
tached for at least a day before they 
can transmit the bacteria that cause 
Lyme disease, early removal can re-
duce the risk of infection. Inspect all 
body surfaces carefully, and remove 
attached ticks with tweezers. Grasp 
the tick firmly and as closely to the 
skin as possible. With a steady mo-
tion, pull the tick’s body away from 
the skin. Do not be alarmed if the 
tick’s mouthparts remain in the skin. 
Cleanse the area with an antiseptic.

For more information about the diseases 
carried by mosquitoes and ticks, visit www.
michigan.gov/emergingdiseases, or the 
CDC’s website at www.cdc.gov. 

heAlth 
is online @

www.cedarspringspost.com
at home or away... we’re just a click away

As warmer weather ar-
rives, the Michigan Depart-
ment of Health and Human 
Services (MDHHS), Mich-
igan State Police (MSP) 
and Secretary of State 
Ruth Johnson are remind-
ing parents and caregivers 
to be diligent and never 
leave children alone in ve-
hicles. Last year, at least 
30 children died from heat-
stroke in vehicles in states 
all across the country. One 
of these deaths happened in 
Michigan.

“Every year there are 
heartbreaking child fatali-
ties related to heatstroke in 
vehicles, even in moderate 
temperatures,” said Nick 
Lyon, director of the MDH-
HS. “Heat Stroke Preven-
tion Awareness Day is an 
opportunity to remind ev-
eryone to help protect kids 
by never leaving your child 
alone in a car, not even for 
a minute.” 

Children can get over-
heated in cars even with 
seemingly mild tempera-
tures outside, as the tem-
peratures inside a car can 
rise as quickly as 20 de-
grees in as little as 10 min-
utes. Temperatures inside a 
car can easily be double the 
temperature outside. Ad-
ditionally, a child’s body 
heats up three to five times 
faster than adult’s, making 
them more susceptible to 
heatstroke. 

“It takes just a short time 
for a car to become dan-
gerously hot for a child,” 
Secretary of State Ruth 
Johnson said. “Never leave 
your child alone in a car, 
and alert authorities if you 
see children by themselves 
in a hot car.”

Too many children have 
lost their lives to this pre-
ventable tragedy. Together, 
we can cut down the num-
ber of deaths and near miss-
es by remembering to ACT.

•  A: Avoid heat-
stroke-related injury 
and death by never 
leaving your child 
alone in a car, not 
even for a minute. 
And make sure to 
keep your car locked 
when you’re not in it 
so kids don’t get in 
on their own.

•  C: Create reminders 
by putting something 
in the back of your 
car next to your child 
such as a purse or 
a cell phone that is 
needed at your final 
destination. This is 
especially important 
if you’re not follow-
ing your normal rou-
tine.

•  T: Take action. If 
you see or hear a 
child alone in a car, 
call 911. Emergency 
personnel are trained 
to respond to these 
situations. One call 
could save a life.

“Heatstroke is a prevent-
able tragedy,” said MSP 
Director Col. Kriste Kib-
bey Etue. “To save lives we 
must raise awareness of the 
need to ACT and make sure 
that parents and caregivers 
understand that leaving a 
child alone in a vehicle for 
any period of time is ex-
tremely dangerous.”

Safe Kids Coalitions 
across the state are work-
ing hard in their communi-
ties to increase awareness.  
For more information and 
safety tips about preventing 
child heatstroke deaths, vis-
it www.safekids.org/heat-
stroke. 
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Voices / Views
Congress says, “War Powers? 
What War Powers?” 
By Lee h. hamilton

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 
words. The subject should be relevant to local readers, 
and the editor reserves the right to reject letters or edit for 
clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns. 
All submissions MUST be accompanied by full name, 
mailing address and daytime phone number. We use this 
information to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do not 
print anonymous letters, or acknowledge letters we do not 
use. Writers are limited to one letter per month. Email to 
news@cedarspringspost.com, or send to PostScripts, Ce-
dar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

nOtICe
Post Scripts

A few weeks 
ago, Sen. Tim 
Kaine of Virgin-
ia made a small 
splash in the 
press when he 

took Congress to task for failing to authorize our 
nation’s ongoing war against Islamic militants. 
“The silence of Congress in the midst of this war is coward-
ly and shameful,” he said. “[T]his Congress, the very body 
that is so quick to argue against President Obama’s use of 
executive power... allows an executive war to go on unde-
clared, unapproved, undefined and unchecked.”

It has been three months since President Obama sent 
his proposal for an “Authorization for the Use of Military 
Force” focused on ISIS to Capitol Hill. It has gone nowhere.

This is mind-boggling. On the most important question 
government faces—military intervention overseas—Con-
gress seems unable to stir itself to hammer out an agree-
ment with the President. You can blame the President for 
this or you can blame Congress—each side comes in for 
its fair share—but inaction only expands the power of the 
President, leaving him to make hugely consequential de-
cisions by himself. It’s a shocking dereliction of duty on 
Capitol Hill.

This is going to be a long and difficult conflict. It raises 
tough questions about the scope of the President’s powers, 
the duration of those powers, the definition and identity of 
the enemy, the extent of the field of battle, and America’s 
fundamental role in the world. The decision to apply Amer-
ican lives and resources to such a war is momentous, and, 
as a country, we need to know how far we’re willing to 
commit ourselves.

If we are going to send U.S. forces into dangerous places, 
they need to go in with the public backing that comes from 
a formal authorization hammered out in Congress. Both 
the President and Congress are dragging their feet on this, 
but that only helps the President, not the country. It leaves 
him—and most likely his successor—with dangerously 
broad authority to use military force without restriction, in 
perpetuity. This is not how a democracy like ours should 
operate.

“If we are going to send U.S. forc-
es into dangerous places, they need 
to go in with the public backing that 
comes from a formal authorization 
hammered out in Congress.” 

—Lee Hamilton

The American people are beginning to understand all 
this. They overwhelmingly believe that Congress needs 
to weigh in on the government’s war-making powers. Yet, 
that seems to mean nothing to Washington. “Cowardly and 
shameful,” Sen. Kaine said. That pretty much sums it up.

Lee Hamilton is Director of the Center on Congress at 
Indiana University; Distinguished Scholar, IU School of 
Global and International Studies; and Professor of Prac-
tice, IU School of Public and Environmental Affairs. He 
was a member of the U.S. House of Representatives for 34 
years.
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Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed
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Vintage cars help raise funds 

for museum
By Tom Noreen

 
Even an overcast morning with a few sprinkles 

did not keep the 58 registered auto buffs from 

bringing their vintage wheels to Morley Park 

last Saturday, July 27, according to Cedar 

Springs Historical Museum Director Sharon 

Jett. The annual car show each summer is 

one of the museum’s biggest fundraisers.

Historical Society President Fred 

Gunnell, welcomed me to the 

show and Sally Grayvold 

wanted to make sure 

I got my name in 

the bucket for the 

50/50 drawing, 

which was won by 

Darwin Spear of 

Grand Haven.
There was a good 

mix of vehicles to look 

at as you walked the line. 

Some looked mint-out-of-the-

box such as Phil Harrison’s 1957 Chevy, 

while others were works in progress. There were 

sports cars, family sedans and pickup trucks. Some 

were stock and others were modified like Gene Niel-

sen’s 1935 Ford pickup he had been working on for 

the last 3-1/2 years. Carl Anderson had it in his barn 

for a number of years before Gene picked it up and 

started work on it.
One gentleman had a pair of 1940’s era military 

jeeps. One painted Army olive drab with a pedestal 

mount machine gun and the other in Air Force blue. 

Both had trailers and were in better shape than my jeep 

was in the 101st Airborne Division back in the 1970s.

Music by the Patin Sisters, Pat and RoseAnne, drift-

ed through the air along with the aroma of grilled hot 

dogs provided by the Cedar Springs FFA.

A big thank you to all the sponsors who helped make 

the fundraiser a success! 

Crash punctures dump truck gas tank

Solon Township 
shows off town hall

Solon’s new township hall has a 2,000-square foot meeting room that        

residents can rent. Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

A crash at the corner of 

Main and Muskegon Streets 

in Cedar Springs last week 

Thursday, July 25, resulted 

in a gas spill from a dump 

truck leaving a construction 

zone.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police officer Chad 

Potts, a jeep driven by Car-

oline Bartlett, 68, of Cedar 

Springs, was heading east-

bound on Muskegon Street 

about 2:45 p.m., when it 

approached the Main Street 

intersection and tried to turn 

right. When the driver real-

ized she couldn’t make the 

turn and was going to hit the 

barricade, she tried to abort 

the turn and went straight, 

and struck the driver’s side 

of a Dean’s Excavating 

truck that was heading north 

through the intersection. The 

crash ruptured the fuel tank 

on the dump truck and Ce-

dar Springs firefighters and 

others worked at the scene 

to clean up the spill.
Neither the driver of the 

jeep nor the driver of the 

dump truck, Gary Wall, 55, 

of Leroy, were transported 

to the hospital. They sought 

their own medical attention. 

In a related incident, a fire-

fighter at Main and Church 

Street was directing traffic 

away from the accident, 

when a southbound pickup 

with yellow lights rotating 

proceeded through that in-

tersection without stopping 

and bumped the firefighter 

with his mirror. He was not 

injured and no citation was 

issued.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police Chief Roger 

Parent, the truck was owned 

by Dean’s Excavating and 

had been called in to help 

with the cleanup. But the 

firefighter didn’t know that. 

Parent cautioned citizens 

to always stop and identify 

themselves if they need to be 

at the scene of an accident. 

“When in doubt, they should 

stop. They shouldn’t think 

that everyone knows what 

they are there for,” he said. 

By Judy Reed

Solon Township held an open 

house last Saturday, July 27 to 

show off the new township hall 

to residents. Throngs of visitors 

were treated to a hotdog lunch 

and other free refreshments, as 

well as a tour of the facility. The 

Solon Township Fire Department 

also had an engine there for kids 

to tour.
The township approved the 

building of the 6,000 square-

foot hall with community room 

in the fall of 2011. The building 

has 4,000 square feet of offices, 

a 2,000 square-foot community 

room, in floor boiler heat, 2x6 ex-

terior sidewalls, about four inches 

of spray foam insulation, a brick 

exterior, steel roof, LED lighting 

which operates automatically, 

some heated sidewalks, plenty of 

handicap parking, and a security 

system with cameras that can be 

viewed remotely. 
Supervisor Bob Ellick told the 

Post in June that the total cost of 

the building would be between 

$860,000 and $880,000 when 

completed.

Photo by 
Tom Noreen

Post photo by J. Reed.

Post photo by J. Reed.
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Public Notice
Special Meeting of the

cedar Springs Planning 
commission Meeting

Monday, June 15, 2015
7:00 p.m.

cedar Springs city Hall
66 S. Main St.

cedar Springs, Michigan

Public hearings will be held on the following:

1. A request to amend the Planned Unit 
Development site plan and corresponding 
special land use for a 2.15 acre parcel 
(Parcel #41-02-25-280-007,) known as 
The Pines Condominiums. As the final 
phase of the development, the applicant 
proposes the construction of 10 attached 
condominium units in 5 duplex buildings, 
on the east side of Needlewood Drive, 
directly fronting the road. The original 
project consisted of 16 attached single 
family condominium units in 3 buildings 
accessed from a cul-de-sac road. 

2.  The creation of a Planned Unit 
Development Overlay District for 
Downtown Cedar Springs with 
amendments to Article 9, Planned Unit 
Development, including the creation of 
a Preliminary PUD Site Plan and PUD 
Design Guidelines for Downtown Cedar 
Springs.

Please plan on attending the meeting if you wish 
to make comment.  If you are unable to attend 
the meeting: but wish to have your comments 
heard, you may put them in writing and send 
them to:  Cedar Springs Planning Commission, 
66 S. Main St., Cedar Springs, Michigan  49319.

Dated:  May 29, 2015   Linda Christensen
City Clerk

616.696.1330

Summary of the 
Regular Meeting of the

Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, May 14, 2015
Cedar Springs City Hall

66 S. Main St.
Cedar Springs, Michigan

The Meeting was Called to Order by Mayor Gerald 
Hall at 7:00 p.m.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Four councilmembers were present.
Five residents addressed the Council during the 
Public Forum.
A Public Hearing was held on the 2015/16 Fiscal 
Year Budget.
The Agenda and Consent Agendas were approved.
Informational Items were heard.
The following resolutions were approved:  Nos. 
2015 – 14, adopting the 2015-16 Fiscal Year 
Budget; 2015 – 15, establishing the millage rate 
for real and personal property in the City for Fis-
cal Year 2015-16; 2015 – 16, establishing the fee 
schedule for Fiscal Year 2015 – 16 and 2015 – 
17, approving the Cedar Springs Area Parks and 
Recreation’s Concerts in the Park as a Community 
Event.
Also approved were:  bids for the USDA project; 
a Standard Operating Policy for the recording 
of Council meetings; a FOIA appeal; a Dispatch 
Agreement between Kent County and the City 
and a bid for trimming and/or removal of City 
trees.
Discussion took place on the following: a contract 
for winter holiday decorations; a new Freedom of 
Information Policy; a financial contribution to the 
CS Historical Museum; a proposal from the CS 
Community Building Development Team to trade 
property at 158 Pine St. for City-owned proper-
ty at 116 Fifth St.; a request from the CS Com-
munity Building Development Team for a use 
agreement for a proposed amphitheatre to be 
constructed along Cedar Creek on City-owned 
property; a request from the CS Community 
Building Development Team for a use agreement 
for rain gardens, sculpture and wetland delinea-
tion on City-owned property; a request from the 
CS Community Building Development Team for 
a use agreement for a boardwalk on City-owned 
property; a proposed agreement between the 
City and the Red Flannel Festival; a proposed 
trademark agreement between the City and the 
Red Flannel Festival and a welcome sign to be 
placed on the White Pine Trail.
A motion to reinstate the Council Finance Committee 
died for a lack of support.
The City Manager’s and monthly department    
reports were heard.
Council Comments were heard.
The meeting adjourned at 9:25 p.m.
A complete copy of the minutes is available in the 
office of the City Clerk and will be published on the 
City’s website:  www.cityofcedarsprings.org upon 
approval.

Dated:  May 28, 2015  Linda Christensen
City Clerk | 616.696.1330

LegaL Notice
creative technologies 

academy

Please be advised that Creative Technologies 
Academy, located at 350 Pine Street, Cedar 
Springs, Michigan, 49319, will conduct a public 
hearing on Wednesday, June 17, 2015 at 3:50 
PM. The Board of Directors will consider its 
proposed budget for 2015-2016. A copy of this 
budget is available for inspection at the same 
address. This meeting is open to the public.     
Individuals requiring special accommodation to 
attend this meeting should call the Academy’s 
School Office at 616-696-4905 at least three (3) 
days prior to this meeting.

Dated: May 29, 2015

TOWNSHIP OF 
SOLON

COUNTY OF KENT, 
MICHIGAN

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Zoning Board of Appeals of the Township of So-
lon will hold a public hearing on June 17, 2015, 
at 7:30 p.m., at the Solon Township Hall, 15185 
Algoma Avenue, within the Township, to receive 
comments regarding an appeal, or alternatively, 
a request for a variance submitted by Donald G. 
Robertson.  The appeal and variance request 
pertain to the construction of a pole barn as an 
accessory building on property located at 17614 
Simmons Avenue.  The lands subject to the re-
quest are legally described as follows:

Part of the Northwest 1/4 of Section 2, Town 
10 North, Range 11 West, Solon Township, 
Kent County, Michigan, described as com-
mencing at the Northwest corner of said 
section; thence S89°51’33”E 1330.41 feet 
along the North line of said section; thence 
S00°22’49”E 2029.40 feet along the East 
line of Government Lot 1 (also known as the 
West 1/8th line of said section) to the place of 
beginning of this description (also known as 
the Southeast corner of Government Lot 1); 
thence continuing S00°22’49”E 444.24 feet 
along said East line of Government 1, ex-
tended South; thence N89°50’54”W 487.78 
feet to Reference Point “A”; thence continu-
ing N89°50’54”W 315 feet more or less to the 
waters edge of Upper Lake; thence North-
erly 450 feet more or less along said wa-
ters edge to a point which lies N89°50’54”W 
200 feet more or less from Reference Point 
“B”; Reference Point “B” lies N18°12’20”W 
475 feet from said Reference Point “A”; 
thence N89°50’54”E 200 feet more or less 
to Reference Point “B”; thence continuing 
N89°50’54”E 633.22 feet to the place of be-
ginning of this description.

All interested persons may attend this public 
hearing and comment on the appeal and/or the 
requested variance.  A copy of the materials sub-
mitted by Donald G. Robertson is on file at the 
Township office.  Written comments concerning 
this matter may be submitted to the Township of-
fice, at the above stated address, up to the time 
of the public hearing.

Dated:  May 29, 2015     
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS OF 

THE TOWNSHIP OF SOLON

DID YOU 
KNOW...

You now can read your local 
newspaper online!!

At Home or Away 
We’re just a click away

www.cedarspringspost.com
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SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Cedar 
Heating &

Cooling inC.

6 1 6 - 6 9 6 - 2 5 9 9
ExpEriEncE not guEsswork

At your service...

CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS
Low Cost Rentals Available
Auto Glass Installation

696-1830
13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

Lori Visser
www.globespinnertravel.com
800.583.3177 / 616.263.1777

Memorial
...continued from page 2

6653 - 136th St.
Sand Lake, MI 49343

P 616.636.5453
F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
Quality Flatwork • Poured walls

licensed & insured • Free estimates

Lunches
...continued from page 2

McBride Cement
Patios •Driveways • Pole Barn Floors

Sidewalks • Retaining Walls
FHA Approved Foundations

Charlie, Jim & Family
(616) 636-4596
cell (616) 788-9424

23903 Hooker Road
Sand Lake, MI 49343 

TOWNSHIP OF 
SOLON

COUNTY OF KENT, 
MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF ADOPTION 
OF ZONING ORDINANCE 

AMENDMENT 
AND SUMMARY OF THE 
REGULATORY EFFECTS 

THEREOF
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 

May 12, 2015, the Township Board of the Town-
ship of Solon adopted Ordinance No. 15-2-Z.  
The ordinance amends the Township Zoning Or-
dinance regarding the regulation of boarding sta-
bles and riding stables.  The principal provisions 
of the ordinance can be summarized as follows:

1. Definitions.  Section 2.03 Definitions - B of 
the zoning ordinance has been amended to add 
a definition for Boarding Stables and Riding Sta-
bles.

2. Special Land Uses in AR District.  Section 
5.03 of the zoning ordinance has been amended 
to permit boarding stables and riding stables (in-
cluding riding academies) as a special land use 
in the AR-Agricultural Residential District.

3. Special Land Use Requirements.  Section 
16.04 of the zoning ordinance has been amend-
ed to (a) delete the term “riding stables” from Sec-
tion 16.04.G, and (b) add a new Section 16.04.II, 
listing specific requirements for boarding stables 
and riding stables as special land uses, including 
required acreage, number of horses, buildings, 
odors, drainage, groundwater protection, park-
ing, traffic circulation and other matters.

4. Effective Date.  Ordinance No. 15-2-Z shall 
become effective on June 5, 2015.

A copy of the ordinance may be inspected or 
purchased at the offices of the Solon Township 
Clerk, Solon Township Hall, 15185 Algoma Ave., 
NE, within the Township, during normal business 
hours.

Dated:  May 29, 2015  
TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF SOLON

CrOSSwOrd AnSwerS

And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

little did I realize I would be speaking at it in the future,” he 
said. Noreen also didn’t imagine at that time that he would 
serve 26 years in the Army. 

“Scripture tells us that there is no greater love than a man 
laying down his life for his friends,” Noreen told the crowd. 
“The men and women we honor and remember today have 
proven that they are not just friends to us Americans, but 
they are friends to men and women around the world.

“I’ve seen the endless crosses at Normandy, the markers 
in the Punchbowl and the tombs at Arlington. The changing 
of the guard at the tomb of the unknown, as they honor the 
fallen heroes without name, and those who rest in places 
unknown. They each have stories to tell. From our founding 
Revolution to today’s Global War on Terrorism, over one 
million men and women in the Armed Forces have sacri-
ficed their lives, while defending America in time of war.”

Noreen said he felt that there is one thing that people tend 
to gloss over about Memorial Day is that these people died 
for our freedom. “While the semantics of how they died, 
why they died or where they died can become blurred by 
those seeking to minimize their sacrifice, the reality is that 
they died in serving the very country that allows for the 
freedom to belittle their heroic actions.”

Services were scheduled all across the area, including Al-
goma, Sand Lake, Pierson, and Howard City. 

tain nutritious items such as milk, peanut butter, soup, lunch 
meat, cheese, juice, cereal and fruit. Each Summer Lunch 
Bag helps to keep children’s brains and bodies healthy and 
alert during the summer so they are ready to learn in Sep-
tember when school begins.

North Kent Community Services is asking for donations 
for its Summer Lunch Bag Program. A special effort is 
taking place this year to ensure that families are receiving 
healthy, nutritious food in place of overly-processed and 
high-fat options. Please donate:

Jam
Lunch Meat 
String Cheese
Milk 
Whole Wheat Pasta Meals
Canned Fruit in Light Syrup/Juice 
Low Sodium Soup
Whole Grain Pancake Mix
Low-Sugar Cereal
Granola Bars
Real Fruit Snacks
Raisins/Dried Fruit
100% Fruit Juice Boxes
Nuts/Trail Mix
Healthy Snacks
North Kent Community Services is also in need of grains 

such as pasta, rice, cereal and more for its regular food pan-
try.

Donations can be dropped off Monday through Thursday 
from 8:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. Please visit our website at www.
nkcs.org for more information and a complete list of needs.  
North Kent Community Services is the largest food pantry 
in northern Kent County, serving families and individuals 
from 5 Mile to 22 Mile Roads and east and west to the 
county lines. We provide food, clothing, senior meals on 
wheels, tax preparation and more to those in need.

 

Use caution at dog parks, by making sure your dog 
doesn’t play with a dog that looks tired or ill. Talk to your 
boarding facility to see what measures they have in place to 
safeguard pets from illness. “If your dog gets loose and has 
an updated tag, our Animal Control Officers can, in many 
cases, immediately return the dog to his or her home,” said 
Carly Luttmann, Kent County Animal Shelter Supervisor. 
“If the dog must be brought into the shelter, we vaccinate 
immediately for other illnesses, but there is no vaccina-
tion from canine flu. We know viruses can quickly spread. 
Make sure your dog is licensed to avoid a trip here.” 

A dog license helps to get your dog home safe if they 
become lost. Dog licensing provides funding for animal 
control in Kent County. This allows us to investigate and 
prosecute animal cruelty and neglect, as well as responding 
to loose or aggressive dogs. Licensing protects the commu-
nity by ensuring dogs are vaccinated against rabies. Mich-
igan law requires that all dogs over the age of four months 
are licensed and all new dogs are licensed within 30 days. 

Numerous veterinarians are offering One-Stop Vaccina-
tions and Licensing. You must contact the veterinarian’s 
office directly for pricing and to make an appointment. 
Many township and city offices provide licensing, as well 
as the Kent County Animal Shelter, Humane Society of 
West Michigan, C-Snip, or online. For more information 
on licensing locations, pricing, or to buy your dog’s license 
online, go to www.accessKent.com/KCAS. 

Canine
...continued from page 3

LegaL 
nOtICe

and Rockford Ambulance both assisted at the scene.
Police said that both drivers were wearing seat belts, and 

alcohol did not appear to be a factor. The crash is still under 
investigation.

Funeral services were  held for Terrance Gage this week. 
See his obituary on page 5.

Accident
...continued from front page 



A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Garage Doors: Spring re-
pairs. Sales, service and 
installation of garage doors 
and electric openers. Low-
est prices guaranteed. 
Free Estimates. 616-334-
3574. #tfnp

The Handy Man Can: Special 
this month – Roofing. Call 616-
824-7152. #16-21p
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ServiceS

Hi, I’m Pong!  I’m an 
8-month-old Amer-
ican Staffordshire 
Terrier mix.  I’m a 
social gal who loves 
playing with other 
dogs and people.  
I’m outgoing and 
very food motivated 
- so I’m easy to train.  
Come and meet me 
at Humane Society 
of West Michigan.

Hi, I’m Jammers! 
I’m a 7-year-old 
social lady who 
is always the first 
to greet visitors. I 
love being around 
people and get-
ting attention. 
I’m very friendly 
and can’t wait to 
meet you at Hu-
mane Society of 
West Michigan!

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

Homes
 for sale

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!616-696-3655 36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370

Cedar Springs, MI 49319
– 696-3655 –

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

aUCTIoN

Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

For more information on the Humane Society of 
West Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them 
at 3077 Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three 

Mile Road during adoption hours or visit 
www.hswestmi.org. 
Adoption Hours: 

Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm, Saturday: 10am-4pm

PETS of the WEEk

Help 
WaNTed

GaraGe/
yard sales

small ads 
make ¢ents
Call the POSt 

696-3655

CrITTer
CorNer

C
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 W
o
rkNarrow

Your 
Search
use the 

Cedar Springs
Post

Classifieds 

Lost • Found • Free 

Animal Ads

are FREE 

in the POSt
696-3655

The POST will give you a

$1.00 OFF 
CLASSIFIEDS
when you pay with CA$H

Call 616.696.3655 
for details

NOW
HIRING!

AND MANY MORE ... APPLY TODAY

CNC Machinist needed in the Howard City Area
General production needed in 

Big Rapids $10.00/hr, Sparta Area $9.50/hr, 
Greenville $8.50 to $10.00/hr

General Labors/Spray Painters, Machine Operators 
needed in Rockford $8.00 to $8.50/hr

Freight Management Coordinator needed on 
2nd shift in Grand Rapids $17.00/hr

Carpenters needed in Grand Rapids $15.00/hr
Powder Coaters needed in Grand Rapids $11.00/hr

Material Handler with Plastics Experience 
needed on 2nd in Grand Rapids $8.75
Fabricator with sheet metal experience 

needed in Grand Rapids $13.00 to $20.00/hr 
depending on experience

4753 14 Mile Road, Rockford

And many more jobs, 
Call Today for an appointment
616-326-2550

STAFFING

CEDAR SPRINGS
4116 - 17 Mile Rd.
616-326-2550

NEWAYGO
8235 Mason Dr., Suite A

231-303-9000

Se Habla Espanol

Workbox Staffing has  
several positions available!

Assembly
Machine Operator

Maintenance
Process techs

Welder

Grinders
General Labor

CNC 
Programmers
Fabricators

Warehouse Workers 
with Forklift Experience

NOW
HIRING!

AND MANY MORE ... APPLY TODAY

CNC Machinist needed in the Howard City Area
General production needed in 

Big Rapids $10.00/hr, Sparta Area $9.50/hr, 
Greenville $8.50 to $10.00/hr

General Labors/Spray Painters, Machine Operators 
needed in Rockford $8.00 to $8.50/hr

Freight Management Coordinator needed on 
2nd shift in Grand Rapids $17.00/hr

Carpenters needed in Grand Rapids $15.00/hr
Powder Coaters needed in Grand Rapids $11.00/hr

Material Handler with Plastics Experience 
needed on 2nd in Grand Rapids $8.75
Fabricator with sheet metal experience 

needed in Grand Rapids $13.00 to $20.00/hr 
depending on experience

4753 14 Mile Road, Rockford

And many more jobs, 
Call Today for an appointment
616-326-2550

STAFFING

CEDAR SPRINGS
4116 - 17 Mile Rd.
616-326-2550

NEWAYGO
8235 Mason Dr., Suite A

231-303-9000

Se Habla Espanol

Workbox Staffing has  
several positions available!

Assembly
Machine Operator

Maintenance
Process techs

Welder

Grinders
General Labor

CNC 
Programmers
Fabricators

Warehouse Workers 
with Forklift Experience

Workbox Staffing has 
several positions available!
Assembly

Machine Operator
Maintenance

Tool & Die Repair
Welder

Grinders
General Labor

CNC
Landscapers
Fabricators

Warehouse Workers
with Forklift Experience

Comstock Park manufacturer of interior trim for 
premium class vehicles is busy and hiring on 
all shifts! Pay starting at $10-13/hr with lots of 
overtime available. Current openings in sanding, 
buffing, press operating and final inspection. 
Permanent employment possible after only 90 
days on the job! 
Apply online now at www.gillstaffing.com/application

GILL STAFFING
2843 East Paris Ave SE

616-455-8600

hIrING ALL ShIFTS

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

616-696-1100

Two Small 
HomeS for Sale

Just Right for 
Mom and Dad!

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

Full time 
Drivers wanteD! 
Holland is hiring Drivers in 

Grand Rapids. 
Drvs w/ 1 year or 50k miles 

exp, w/ tanker & hazmat.  
The recruiter will be on 

site 6/8-6/12 from 10A-6P, 
Friday until 5P at 4600 
Clyde Park Ave., S.W., 
Wyoming, MI, 49509. 

Apply at Hollandregional.
com/careers

 
EEO/AAE Minorities/Females/Persons 

with Disabilities/Protected Veterans

Plan Ahead And SAVE! 
Run your sale ad for TWO 
weeks and the 2nd week is 
½ off! Expires 9-14-15.

May 28th & 29th from 9 am to 
4 pm. 5493 Russell, east off 
Northland Dr. Boys clothing, 
newborn to size 5. Summer 
& winter apparel. Halloween 
costumes, coats, footwear & 
hats. High chair, pack-and-play, 
gates, car seats and lots of 
toys. Girls newborn to size 2. 
Also blankets, crib bedding and 
maternity clothes. #20,21p

Garage Sale: June 4 and 5 from 
8 am to 5 pm, Saturday, June 
6 from 8 am to 1 pm. 11890 
Lindsey Dr., east of White Pine 
Trail off Russell. Getting rid of 
all kinds of STUFF! #21p

Vendors wanted for Solon 
Market/Community Sale: June 
6, 9 am – 1 pm. Free set up @ 
8 am 15185 Algoma Ave. For 
details call 616-696-1848 or 
Facebook Solon Market. #21p

Sparta: Part time custodian, 
Monday – Friday, 3 hours each 
night. $10/hour. Must be at least 
18 years old & able to pass 
criminal background check and 
drug screen. Please call 866-
869-6582 ext. 161. #20,21p 

Shipping Supervisor: CS 
Manufacturing is a dynamic, 
growing organization. The 
addition of a second production 
facility and third warehouse 
has created an immediate 
need for a qualified 3rd Shift 
Shipping Supervisor. The 
position is responsible for 
logistics, organization and 
inventory accuracy for the 
three warehouse facilities. The 
qualified candidate will possess 
five plus years of shipping and 
warehouse experience. Prior 
experience with the automotive 
supply chain and supervision 
is a definite plus. We offer a 
competitive wage and benefit 
package. If interested apply 
to: CS Manufacturing, 299 
W. Cherry St., PO Box 
230K, Cedar Springs, MI 
49319 or email to: sbrott@
csmanufacturing.us. #21b

Free to Good Home: Male 
bloodhound dog, 3 years old, 
very spoiled. Needs room to 
run. Good home only. Call 616-
696-5642. #21

Free to Good Home: Female 
rabbit, white with long hair. 
About 1 year old. Friendly and 
lovable. Indoor or outdoor. Call 
616-696-9225. #18

small ads 
make ¢ents
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SPRINGDiggin’

Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060

w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

Bug Off
Tips to help eliminate dangerous pests

Photo courtesy of Getty Images

(Family Features) A yard 
that is lush, green and free 
of weeds shows evidence of 
healthy lawn maintenance. 
However, many homeown-
ers overlook an important 
aspect of lawn care that can 
affect not only the health 
of the yard, but also your 
family. Nuisance pests such 
as fleas, ticks, ants, spiders 
and more can transmit dis-
eases and cause allergic re-
actions for both people and 
pets.

Your lawn is the per-
fect environment in which 
threatening weeds, diseas-
es and pests can lurk, often 
with harmful consequences. 
In some cases, the primary 
damage may come in the 
form of these insects eating 
away at grass or the leaves 
of shrubs. Alternatively, 
grub worms or insect larvae 
may destroy grasses and 
plants at their roots.

Other lawn pests pose 
their greatest threat to you 
and your family. For exam-
ple, Lyme disease, which 
is transmitted by the deer 
tick, is the most commonly 
reported tick-borne illness 
in the United States. Typ-
ical symptoms include fe-
ver, headache, fatigue and a 
skin rash. If left untreated, 
the infection can spread 
to joints, the heart and the 
nervous system. Currently, 
there are no protective vac-

cines for humans for tick-
borne diseases.

Considering how quickly 
pest populations can multi-
ply, being proactive in pre-
venting and treating their 
presence is crucial. A reg-
ularly scheduled treatment 
plan is one of the best strat-
egies to reduce your expo-
sure to dangerous pests, and 
help defend your home and 
family from unwanted lawn 
visitors.

Look for a system de-
signed to eliminate active 
pests and control succes-
sive generations. For ex-
ample, the TruShield Lawn 
Pest Control Plan available 
through TruGreen includes 
a first application to sig-
nificantly reduce the popu-
lation of active lawn pests, 
and additional applications 
every four to six weeks for 
lasting control and ongoing 
protection.  

“Using a profession-
al to help control lawn 
pests should be part of a 
well-rounded, comprehen-
sive defense program,” said 
Bob Mangan, TruGreen di-
rector of technical services. 
“Because ticks and other 
nuisance pests can congre-
gate in backyards, it is es-
pecially important to help 
protect yourself and your 
family so that you can fully 
enjoy your outdoor time.”

In addition to a regular 

treatment program, these 
tips from the Centers for 
Disease Control can help 
reduce ticks in your yard:

• Clear tall grasses and 
brush around homes and at 
the edge of lawns

• Place a barrier of wood 
chips or gravel between 
lawns and wooded areas

• Mow the lawn frequent-
ly and keep leaves raked

• Stack wood neatly and 
in a dry area away from the 
house or lawn

• Keep playground equip-
ment, decks and patios 
away from wooded areas 
and in a sunny location if 
possible

• Remove any trash or de-
bris from the yard that may 
give ticks a place to hide

For more information on 
protecting your lawn from 
pests, visit www.trugreen.
com. 

5 steps to create an outdoor sanctuary at home 
(BPT) - The wildly 

popular outdoor-liv-
ing trend has inspired 
homeowners across 
the country to add val-
ue and comfort to their 
properties by revitaliz-
ing their backyards. In 
an increasingly hectic 
world, having a peace-
ful place at home where 
you can enjoy nature 
and fresh air has be-
come a top priority.

But when you look 
at your outdoor space, 
is it more boring than 
beautiful? By adding a 
few key elements you 
can transform any yard 
into a stunning retreat 
that is ideal for spend-
ing more time outdoors 
and disconnecting from 
stress.

Step 1: Add natural 
elements

 The visual compo-
nents that make up your 
outdoor space dramatically 
affect the emotion it con-
veys. To create a relaxing 
atmosphere, add low-main-
tenance touches that reflect 
Mother Nature. Try blend-
ing softer elements, such as 
containers of flowers, with 
hardscape elements, like 
landscape rocks. Because 
real rock can be expensive 
and difficult to move, opt 

for Fiberlite Landscape 
Rocks that are light, afford-
able and hand-painted for a 
realistic appearance.

Step 2: Increase comfort
To make your outdoor 

spaces comfortable, think 
about how you’ll be using 
it most often. For entertain-
ing, you’ll want to add a ta-
ble, chairs and umbrella for 
dining al fresco. If you’ll 
be relaxing solo most of-

ten, set up a plush chair and 
comfortable accents like 
blankets and pillows. If you 
have a garden or large yard, 
create meditative spaces 
with strategically placed 
chairs or benches for quiet 
contemplation.

Step 3: Eliminate the 
negative

 Every yard has features 
that are less desirable. 
Things like utility box-

es, air-conditioning units, 
HVAC compressors and 
hoses are necessary, but 
these items are eyesores that 
detract from the ambience 
of an outdoor space. Fortu-
nately, it’s easy to conceal 
unsightly yard features with 
vinyl outdoor fencing from 
Outdoor Essentials. This 
durable decorative fencing 
hides the negative while 
adding a decorative accent 
that is visually appealing.

Step 4: Create solace 
with sound

 An outdoor sanctuary 
should go beyond what 
you see to tantalize all the 
senses. Sound is a key con-
sideration that can help the 
space feel like a true es-
cape. That’s why adding a 
water feature is an excellent 
investment. A burbling wa-
ter fountain is a beautiful 
decorative piece that also 

provides a soothing sound. 
Wind chimes are another 
option for adding serene 
sound to outdoor areas.

Step 5: Create attractive 
focal points 

 Gardening is a popular 
pastime that provides re-
spite from life’s demands. 
Whether you plan to grow 
vivid blooming flowers 
or scrumptious vegetable 
plants, you can transform 
your garden into a gorgeous 

focal point in your 
yard with a raised 
bed. Outdoor Es-
sentials’ vinyl 
raised garden beds 
frame and raise 
your garden mas-
terpieces for easier 
access while si-
multaneously pro-
viding a stunning 
focus within the 
yard.

One final 
thought: While these steps 
will transform your back-
yard into a peaceful sanc-
tuary, make sure to incor-
porate personal touches to 
make the space feel like 
your own. Choose decor, 
color palettes and patterns 
that speak to you. That way 
when you step outside your 
door, you’ll feel like you’ve 
entered a personalized oa-
sis.



The Cedar Springs Post Page 16  Friday, May 29, 2015

Auto life

[ W A I T  T O  T E X T ]
Drivers are 23 times more 

likely to be involved in a car 
accident while texting. 

- Virginia Tech Transportation Institute

AGENCY NAME
Town Name   •   555-555-5555 

12666 (7-13)

Gebhardt Insurance
Cedar Springs • 616-696-9440

l FREE Estimates for ALL makes & models
l Quality Auto Body Repair & Painting
l Expert Color Matching
l Glass Repair & Installation
     Ask Us About Our
 WORKMANSHIP GUARANTEE

915 S. Clay St. l Greenville, MI

Fax: 616-754-8305
Email:sturgeoncollision@gmail.com

(616) 754-6957

Sturgeon Collision Inc.
www.sturgeoncollision.com

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

AUTO DETAILING

HOURS MONDAY-FRIDAY 8AM-5PM

FAMILY OWNED & OPERATED

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

Professional auto rePair
Open every Day! M-Sat 8-7 • Sun. 10-6

696-8863

15670 nOrthlanD Dr. 
between Cedar sPrings 

and sand lake

any Car any rePair
DieSel - hybriD • MeDiuM & heavy Duty • FOreign & DOMeSticCar Rentals • Van Rentals • Full Repair Facility

4X4, 5.3L V-8, 
DuaL Pwr 
SeatS,  
remote Start, 
tow Pkg, 
SharP!

2008 Chevy AvAlAnChe lT

$17,995

$20,995

71k mILeS, V-6, 
aLL wheeL 
DrIVe, 
NaVIgatIoN, 
htD Leather, 
NICe

2011 FORD eDGe Sel AWD

Hours: Mondays & Wednesdays 9a.m.-7p.m. • Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays 9a.m.-6p.m. • Saturdays 9a.m.-2p.m.

121 W Washington St. Greenville, MI 48838
Corner of M-57 & M-91 DoWntoWn GreenvIlle

616-754-7195
1-800-557-7171

4X4, 71k mILeS, 
V-6, 3rD row 
Seat, rear aIr, 
htD Leather, 
NICe!  

2010 FORD eXPlOReR 

$19,495

$9,995

4X4, 4.0L V-6, 
Pwr mooN, 
htD Leather, 
DuaL Pwr 
SeatS, SharP! 

2004 FORD eXPlOReR 
4X4, 83k mILeS, 
V-6, LoaDeD, 
aLLoYS, 
eXtra CLeaN 
1-owNer!  

2007 ChRySleR PACIFICA 
3rD row Seat, 
Pwr mooN, 
htD Leather, 
CLeaN arIZoNa 
VehICLe! 

oNLY 76k 
mILeS, V-6, 
PL’S & Pw’S, 
CruISe, 
CLeaN Car!  
30 mPg!  

2004 BUICK CenTURy

raywinnieautosales.comraywinnieautosales.com

$21,495

aLL wheeL 
DrIVe, htD 
Leather, 65k 
mILeS, CLeaN 
1-owNer 
off-LeaSe! 

2012 SUBARU OUTBACK 

aLL wheeL 
DrIVe, V-6, 
auto, aIr, 
CruISe, PL’S & 
Pw’S, CD, 
LoCaL traDe

2005 Chevy eqUInOX  

$8,995

2010 JeeP lIBeRTy SPORT 

$3,495

eDDIe BAUeR

$13,995

SPORT TRAC XlT

$5,995

lImITeD

lImITeD

Tire Safety Week – May 24th to 30th
 It’s National Tire Safe-

ty Week.  When you check 
your tire pressures, don’t 
forget the spare!

Be TireWise, because the 
only thing between you and 
the road are your tires.  Year-
ly estimates back up that 
statement. On average:

•  Drivers in the United 
States put more than 
2,969 billion miles on 
their tires,

•  There are nearly 11,000 
tire-related crashes, and

•  Almost 200 people will 
die in those crashes.

Many of these crashes can 
be prevented through proper 
tire maintenance—including 
tire inflation and rotation—
and understanding tire la-
bels, tire aging, and recalls 
and complaints.

Because safety is our top 
priority, the National High-
way Traffic Safety Admin-
istration and the Department 
of Transportation want to 
make sure you have the 
tools to avoid being in one 
of those 11,000 crashes. 
TireWise (www.safercar.gov/tires/index.html) is your re- source to help you make smart decisions to keep you and 

your family safe, whether you’re in the market to buy new 
tires or want to extend the life and safety of the ones on 
your car or truck.

TireWise is also a resource for tire manufacturers, sellers 
and other partners to provide essential information to con-
sumers for choosing and caring for their tires.

The next time you’re in the garage, remember these 
handy tips to get the most out of your tires.  

#BeTireSmart
Stay Safe. Drive Smart.
The mission is to move Toward Zero Deaths on Michi-

gan Roadways. The statewide interim goal is to reduce traf-
fic fatalities and serious injuries on all roadways from 889 
and 5,706 respectively in 2011 to 750 and 4,800 in 2016.

The number of reported fatalities statewide is 281 as 
of May 26, an increase of 19 from last week. In addition, 
1,450 serious injuries have occurred on roadways state-
wide, an increase of 95.

Visit www.michigan.gov/zerodeaths for more info.


