
By Judy Reed

As if having to deal with 
the fear of uncertainty of 
the novel virus COVID-19 
wasn’t enough, in the last 
week we’ve been inundated 
with news about a possible 
new threat: murder hornets. 
Or to be more precise, the 
Asian Giant Hornet (AGH).

Should we be worried? 
Are they here? What are 
they exactly?

AGH are mainly found 
in parts of Russia, Korea, 
Japan and many Asian 
countries. And late last 
year, there were a couple of 
sightings of single hornets 
in Washington State.

According to experts with 
the Washington State De-
partment of Agriculture, the 
Asian giant hornet (Vespa 
mandarinia) is the world’s 
largest species of hornet. In 
December 2019, WSDA re-
ceived and verified two re-
ports of Asian giant hornet 
near Blaine, Washington. 
They reported that these 
are the first-ever sightings 
in the United States. Can-
ada had also discovered 
Asian giant hornet in two 
locations in British Co-
lumbia in the fall of 2019. 
From the WSDA website: 
“Asian giant hornet attacks 
and destroys honeybee 
hives. A few hornets can 
destroy a hive in a matter 
of hours. The hornets enter 
a “slaughter phase” where 
they kill bees by decapitat-
ing them. They then defend 
the hive as their own, taking 
the brood to feed their own 

young. They also attack oth-
er insects but are not known 
to destroy entire popula-
tions of those insects. While 
they do not generally attack 
people or pets, they can at-
tack when threatened. Their 
stinger is longer than that 
of a honeybee and their 
venom is more toxic. They 
can also sting repeatedly.” 
They also noted that typi-
cal beekeeping protective 
clothing is not sufficient 
to protect you from stings. 
Since the news broke about 
the sightings, many peo-
ple online have claimed 
to see them in other states 
and posted various photos. 
AFP Fact Check set out to 
find out whether the claims 
were true. From their sto-
ry: “However, there have 
been no confirmed sight-
ings of Asian giant hornets 
in the US outside the state 
of Washington as of May 
8, 2020, and none of the 
insects in the photos…are 
vespa mandarinia, its scien-
tific name. The sightings in 
Washington state have not 
been linked to established 
hornet nests in the wild, ac-
cording to the United States 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA).

“Anne Lebrun, National 
Policy Manager for USDA’s 
Honeybee and Pollinator 
Pest Programs, told AFP by 
email that ‘neither USDA 
nor WSDA (the Washington 
State Department of Agri-
culture) has any evidence 
that Asian giant hornet pop-
ulations are established in 

By Judy Reed

The Red Flannel Festival Board of Di-
rectors have proudly named area resident 
and longtime community supporter Cin-
dy Patin as the 2020 Grand Marshal for 
the 81st annual celebration, to be held on 
Saturday, October 3, 2020.  

“The festival is extremely proud and 
thankful for the many years of Cindy’s 
outstanding dedication to the Cedar 
Springs community and her dedication 
to the Red Flannel Festival,” said Nancy 
Deyman, president of the festival. 

Cindy started co-directing the queen’s 
pageant in the spring of 2002 until 2014. 
In 2014, Cindy took on the role of queen 
director, which coordinates the pageant 
director, scholarship committee and the 
queen chaperone.  She helped with the 
queen’s scholarship committee from 
2002 until 2019, serving as the chair/co-
ordinator for several years.

“Cindy was also the 1989 red flannel 
queen (Cynthia Wilcome), and it is ob-
vious Cindy loves the Red Flannel town 
and especially the Red Flannel Festival!” 
remarked Deyman. 

The Post asked Cindy how she felt 
about being chosen to represent the RFF. 
“Well, at first I was very shocked and then 
I cried,” she said. “It is such an honor to 
be considered for the role of Grand Mar-
shal. As Red Flannel event coordinators, 
we waited each year with great anticipa-
tion for the announcement from the board 

as to who was selected.  The people who 
have been in this role before have been an 
inspiration, for the selfless giving of their 
time and talents.  You don’t volunteer for 
any position for the recognition; you vol-
unteer because of the passion and interest 
you have in the organization, to help it 
succeed and grow, and make an influence 
in a positive way.  This is true especial-
ly for the Red Flannel Festival, which is 
entirely volunteer based, and has been for 
all these years.”  

She noted, however, that it really is an 
honor shared with her family. Cindy mar-
ried her high school sweetheart, Jeff, and 
they have two young adult sons--Camer-
on is 21 and Nolan will be 19 this month. 

“It was a team effort on the part of my 
family to be able to volunteer for the Fes-
tival for 18 years—my immediate family, 
especially, but also my extended fami-
ly—my mom, my siblings, my in-laws, 
Jeff’s siblings, Jeff’s aunts, friends—
all were asked to help along the way...
and they never said no! They’ve moved 
things with their trucks, made dresses 
and re-built floats, donated garage space, 
served on the interview committees, etc.  
They love the Red Flannel Festival and 
cherish its heritage, as much as I do!” she 
explained.

What does being a part of the Red Flan-
nel Festival mean to Cindy?

“Being involved in the RF Festival 
means a great deal to me, as we are con-

PP        STSTTheThe
Presorted Standard
US Postage Paid

Permit No. 81
Cedar Springs, MI 

FREEFREE  but pricelessbut priceless

Vol. XXXIII   No. 20   Thursday, May 14, 2020
SHOWCASING CEDAR SPRINGS & Reaching around the world ~ www.cedarspringspost.com

Serving Northern Kent County and parts of Newaygo and Montcalm Counties

                               MARSHAL - continues on page 2

Boost curb appeal

DIGGIN’ SPRING DIGGIN’ SPRING - - page 10page 10

Buck rub scar grows

NATURE NICHE NATURE NICHE - - page 11page 11

Coping with stress

HEALTH HEALTH - - page 14page 14

       HORNETS- continues on page 13

#kindness catches on

NEWS NEWS - - pages 2-3pages 2-3

National Police week

NEWS NEWS - - page 6page 6

Do we  have  murde r  
horne t s he re ?

Red Flannel Festival names 
2020 Grand Marshal
Former RF Queen named Grand Marshal

Cedar Springs man killed in 
crash

Asian Giant Hornet. Photo by Gary Alpert at en.wikipedia, CC BY 
2.5, https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=1546564

A 39-year Cedar Springs 
man died Tuesday in a crash 
in Ionia County.

According to the Michi-
gan State Police Lakeview 
Post, they were dispatched 
to the scene in Easton 
Township, on Tuesday, May 
12, at about 6:10 p.m. on 
Bluewater Highway, west 
of Johnson Road.

Their preliminary inves-
tigation revealed a vehicle 
driven by Jammal Dillard 
was traveling west on Blue-
water Highway when he 
lost control and exited the 
roadway, causing the vehi-
cle to strike a tree. Dillard 
was the sole occupant of 
the vehicle and transported 
to Spectrum-Butterworth 
Hospital in Grand Rapids 

where he died as a result 
of injuries sustained in the 
crash.  Speed is believed 
to be a factor in the crash, 

which remains under inves-
tigation.

Troopers were assisted by 
Saranac Fire Rescue, Life 

Ambulance, Ionia County 
Sheriff’s Office, and Ionia 
County Central Dispatch.

Cindy Patin has been named the 2020 
Grand Marshal for the 81st Red Flannel 
Festival. Courtesy photo.

Cindy (Wilcome) Patin as the 1989 Red 
Flannel Queen.



We want your 
funny pet photos

We all need 
something to 
smile about, 
and what bet-
ter to smile 
about or laugh 
at than a fun-
ny pet photo? 
In this photo, 
Post publish-
er Lois Allen 
turned her 
C h i h u a h u a , 
Fauna, into 
a delicious 
peep! What a 
cutie! Maybe 
she could get 
a job as the 
Easter Bun-
ny’s sidekick!

What about 
you? Do you 
have any fun-
ny pet photos 
you’d like to send us? Send them to us, along with a lit-
tle bit of information about them (name, kind of pet), you 
(name and what city/township you live in) and what’s go-
ing on in the photo. Email them to news@cedarspringspost.
com with the subject “funny pet photos” in the subject line. 
Or mail them to The Cedar Springs Post, PO 370, Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319.
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95 NORTH MAIN | CEDAR SPRINGS
      CSBREW.COM | (616) 696-BEER

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus  Brauhaus 
     &      & 
  Restaurant  Restaurant

Historically, most 
beer was brewed by 

women, usually in the 
home or dwelling. 

The first professional 
brewers were called 

brewsters.

#K indness catches on
We have asked for you to send us snippets of when you 

see acts of kindness in our area.
Melanie Ringler and her two children, Kyle, 11, and 

Blakelee, 7, of the City of Cedar Springs, picked up two 
full bags of trash along the White Pine Trail last week. Way 
to go Ringler family!

Do you know of someone who has done something kind? 
Send us a photo with some information. We will run them 
as space allows. Send to news@cedarspringspost.com.

P la in song  Fa rm  
introduces household  
ga rdens oppor tun it y

Funded by a grant from United Way of Kent County, Plain-
song Farm in Rockford, MI, is enabling 25 local households af-
fected by the COVID-19 pandemic to grow vegetable gardens 
throughout the 2020 growing season.

Each participant in the initial growing group will receive a 
garden pack of 18 seeds and seedlings, enough to fill 75-square-
foot garden. Growers will also receive online garden education 
from Plainsong Farm’s expert Farm Manager, Mike Edward-
son, from late May through late September. No prior garden 
expertise is needed; Farmer Mike will walk participants through 
every step in their gardening adventure.

To sign up for a garden, register at www.plainsongfarm.com/
good-news-gardens. In order to qualify, a household must reside 
in Kent County, be economically impacted by COVID-19  and 
able to prepare, plant and tend a vegetable garden. Only 25 gar-
den packs are available for 2020, so residents are urged to apply 
quickly. With Farmer Mike’s online assistance, garden beds will 
be prepared immediately, in anticipation of seedling pickup and 
planting during the last week in May. 

All Kent County churches and social service agencies are 
welcome as distribution partners for household gardens. Con-
tact hello@plainsongfarm.com to become a distribution partner.

For more information about the household gardens initiative, 
please contact The Rev. Nurya Love Parish, Executive Director 
of Plainsong Farm, at: nurya@plainsongfarm.com.

It’s Back!

Hallelujah! Cedar Springs Post Publisher, Lois Allen,  
happily displays an armload of toilet paper. Last week 
shelves magically filled with a “bounty” of the most pop-
ular and coveted product since the beginning of the pan-
demic. Stores are limiting the amount per customer to keep 
supplies in stock. And just in a nick of time. “I was on my 
last roll,” said Allen.

tributing to the continued success of an event that began when 
things were pretty gloomy (1939) as a way to lift people’s spirits 
and has remained stable ever since.  Now it is a matter of con-
tinuing that legacy.  The Red Flannel Queen Pageant, specifical-
ly, is very special, as it is a way to help teach and mentor young 
women in a positive way, that literally can change their lives 
(communication and interviewing skills, scholarship awards, 
etc.),” she remarked.

But Red Flannel is not the only thing Cindy has been involved 
in.

“I’m at a different season of my life, right now. It was a very 
busy time—almost a blur—during my years with the Festi-
val. We were raising our sons, Jeff was teaching and coaching 
(high school and college basketball), we were homeschooling 
(some of the time), volunteering for the boys’ school, sport 
teams, and theatre/haunt activities (Nolan - CS Museum), vol-

unteering at Church (choir, gardening, leading study groups), 
and we were working with our business leader group as Shaklee 
Corporation Sales Leaders, in the health and wellness field. (Our 
kids are third generation Shaklee users.)  I’m so thankful for the 
flexibility of our business, and for the great clients and leaders 
we work with, that allowed us, as a family, to be able to engage 
in all those activities and roles. Presently, I’m still running our 
business, and serving on the Board of Education at Creative 
Technologies Academy, volunteering at our Church, writing for 
the Bugle and taking care of all the projects at home we set aside 
through the years.”

Why did Cindy and Jeff choose to be involved in so many 
different activities?  

“We chose to be involved in all those activities, as a witness to 
our sons, that our lives are meant to be spent helping and serving 
others,” she explained.  

Congratulations to Cindy, who will reign this year at the RF 
Festival’s 81st annual celebration, over the two weekends of the 
15th oldest festival in the State of Michigan, sharing the red flan-
nel warmth of our community to visitors and residents!
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WELCOMES 
JOHN TYSON
with 29 Years Experience

Email JTyson@bettenford.com  |  Direct Line 616.447.4588  |  Cell Phone - 616.608.2044

$10 OFF 
any Oil Change

 One Coupon Per Service. Expires 5/31/2020
3839 PLAINFIELD AVE NE  NEXT TO MEIJER

3839 PLAINFIELD AVE NE  NEXT TO MEIJER
616-363-6841 BETTENFORD.COM

400+ VEHICLES IN STOCK!

JUST TAKE 
NORTHLAND DR. 
TO PLAINFIELD!

Serving

 West Michigan 

for over 

57 years!

Red Flannel Festival chooses theme
Releases logo, statement on planning

Rotary paper 
recycling ends 
June 1
By Tom Noreen

 
On June 1, Nu-Wool will discontinue the Rotary Club 

paper fund raiser truck in the rear parking lot of Family, 
Farm and Home. Since 1999, over 1 million pounds of pa-
per have been recycled earning the Rotary Club $98,000 
in revenue, which the Rotary Club has in turn returned to 
community. 

Nu-Wool cited in a letter to the club that, “For the past 
several years newspaper circulation is down and continues 
to decline. Due to this decline you have more than like-
ly noticed your trailers filling up with less paper and more 
junk mail, plastic, and corrugated boxes. For most of you 
the steady decline has resulted in your trailers filling only 
a couple times per year. With the increased contamination 
and lower volumes this has become expensive for Nu-Wool 
to support. This was not an easy decision for us as we have 
been doing this with you for over 20 years. It has been a 
pleasure working with you and we thank you for your part-
nership.”

The Rotary Club thanks the community for their support 
of this fundraiser. While we will not be able to collect pa-
pers, there are other opportunities to recycle your paper. 
There are a number of PaperGator paper recycling loca-
tions in Cedar Springs. Like the Nu-Wool fundraiser, these 
organizations earn money from the papers collected.

 These dumpsters will accept all paper except cardboard. 
Cardboard must be recycled at the Kent County Transfer 
Station across from the Rockford Meijer. 

Creative Technologies Academy’s PaperGator is located 
in the school’s back parking lot and the most convenient 
one for Cedar Springs Public Schools is located in the park-
ing lot below Hilltop Annex.

Again, the Cedar Springs Rotary Club would like to 
thank the community for helping make this fundraiser such 
a success. The Club also thanks Family Fare and Family, 
Farm and Home for letting the Club park the trailer in their 
parking lot.

This year’s Red Flannel Festival logo was created by Tracy Zavala.

The Red Flannel Festival recently revealed 
the theme and logo for this fall’s 81st Fes-
tival. The theme this year is “The Greatest 
Festival You Ever Saw.” The design was 
done by Tracy Zavala, a local artist in our 
community.  

The RFF released a statement on their 
Facebook page recently in regard to plan-
ning for this year’s festival and COVID-19.

“The Red Flannel Festival Board would 
like to let the community know at this time 
we are planning on the festival for 2020, 
however things may change depending on 
what ‘stage’ we are at as we move closer. We 
are working with the City of Cedar Springs 
and the City Manager to make the best deci-
sion for our community. The Board is plan-
ning on making a final decision in July 2020. 
Please feel free to reach out to us with your 
thoughts/feelings on the subject. If you re-
spond on the RFF Facebook page, please be 
civil, there are younger people that read the comments and 
we will remove them if not appropriate. You can also send 

any concerns you have directly to the President at presi-
dent@redflannelfestival.org. Thank you and stay safe.”

Three hurt in Howard City 
crash

Three people were injured—
one seriously—when they collided 
on M-46 at US-131 in Reynolds Town-
ship last week.

According to the Michigan State Police, 
the crash occurred on Thursday, May 7, at 
11:47 a.m. on M-46, east of Howard City. 
The investigation revealed that a motorcy-
cle driven by Terry Toth, a 43-year-old man 
from Howard City, was eastbound on M-46, when 
it collided with a Chevrolet Impala that was turning east 
onto M-46 from the US 131 northbound exit ramp. 

The motorcycle rolled several times and the 
driver was thrown off the motorcycle.  He 
was transported to Spectrum-Butterworth 

Hospital in Grand Rapids with serious injuries. 
The driver of the Chevrolet Impala, 82-year-

old Raymond Watkoski of Grand Rapids, and 
his passenger, reported minor injuries on 

scene and sought treatment at Spec-
trum-Butterworth Hospital in 

Grand Rapids. 
Police said the driver of the motorcycle 

was not wearing a helmet and speed is believed 
to be a factor in the crash.

Troopers were assisted on scene by the Montcalm Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office and Montcalm County EMS. 
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DirectoryDirectory

Live stream Sabbath service @ cogfgomi.org
Join us at 1pm 

every Saturday for 
a live broadcast. 

To learn more visit
www.cogfgomi.org

The Church of GodThe Church of God
Fellowship Group of MichiganFellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209

From the PulpitFrom the Pulpit

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

God can heal a broken 
heart, but he has to 
have all the pieces.

My son, give me thine heart...
Proverbs 23:26a

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

PATRICIA ANNE 
PORTER

Patricia Anne Porter 
age 74 of Waucedah 
Township, MI 
passed away early 
morning on Friday, 
May 8, 2020 at 
her home. She was 
born in Chicago 
on July 20, 1945 
the daughter of 
the late Walter 
and Margaret 

(Kozma) Bade. Patti’s adventures led her 
from Illinois to California to Michigan where 
she eventually retired to a log cabin on a 
scenic river with her husband Dan. “Heaven 
on Earth,” she would call it. Patti’s entire 
purpose was to unconditionally love and what 
better purpose is there than that. Her first 
priority was making sure that others felt good, 
loved. Whether it was a compliment about 
“what a nice shirt” a checker was wearing 
at the grocery store, to a handwritten note to 
a waiter about what a wonderful job he was 
doing, she literally left a wake of love and 
warm feelings wherever she went. Over her 
life, she traveled, raised her kids, started a 
business, went to college, fished, and cooked 
thousands of delicious recipes to show her 
love. She loved to laugh and had a wonderful 
sense of humor. She was humble and didn’t 
realize the magnitude of the joy she brought 
others throughout her life. What an honor and 
privilege to know, love, and be loved by Patti 
Porter. The world is better for having her here, 
truly. Patti is survived by her husband Dan 
Porter; her two children Matthew (Shelby) of 
Seattle, WA and Tiffany (Shawn) of Ravenna, 
MI; grandchildren Lillian & Isabel; her sister 
Jeanne (Bill) of Niles, IL; and her nieces and 
nephews. A Memorial Service will be held 
later in the year. Memorial Contributions may 
be directed to St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital online at St. Jude Honor Funds 
“In Memory of Patti Porter”. Condolences 
to family of Patti may be expressed online 
at www.ortmanfuneralhome.com

Arrangements announced by the Ortman 
Funeral Home in Norway, MI.

DAVID J. MACKINNON 
David J. MacKinnon age 59 of 
Belding, died Monday, May 
11, 2020 at Spectrum Health 
Butterworth Campus. David 
was born February 25, 1961 in 
Ionia, MI the son of James and 
Dorothy (Edison) MacKinnon. 
He graduated from Cedar 
Springs High School in 1979 
and worked for Pridgeon & Clay 
as a set up tech for 30 years. He 
had a kind, gentle nature and 

always gave of himself to others. His family loved his 
great smile and sense of humor. He enjoyed his Victory 
motorcycle, kayaking, camping and was a huge Spartan 
and Detroit Tigers fan. He loved spending time with 
his family including 25 years of family camp at School 
Section Lake, where he also married his wife. Surviving 
are his wife, Mindy; children, David MacKinnon, Erin 
Schaenzer; mother, Dorothy Bishop; brother, Rob 
(Karen) Bishop; sisters, Sarah (Sam) MacKinnon-
Saboo, Sue (Chuck) Lehman, Lisa (Michael) Gillette, 
Julie Pasley; many nieces, nephews and great nieces and 
nephews. He was preceded in death by his father, James 
MacKinnon; stepfather, Ed Bishop. A private family 
visitation will be held. A celebration of his life will be 
held later when it is possible. Memorials may be made to 
a charity of donor’s choice.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs.
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Pastor Darryl Miller
SAND LAKE/SOUTH 

ENSLEY UMC’S 
616-636-5659

GOD IS PREPARING 
OUR WAY

John 14:22: “My Father’s house has room to spare. If that weren’t the 
case, would I have told you that I’m going to prepare a place for you?” 
Common English Bible

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
 Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

Worship: Sunday 10:00 am 
Nursery & Children’s Church during message

*Youth - resumes this Fall
*Kidzone - resumes this Fall *Monday - Open Prayer 7:00 pm

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sunday School  9:45am 
Sunday Morning Worship   11:00am 
Awana & Youth Sunday Evening (Sept. - April)  5:30pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 10:00am

233 S. Main Street | 616.696.1630 
 www.csfbc.com

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Bill Johnson
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

SERVICE TIME: 10 am  Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

At home or on the road - Watch on Facebook Live
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

The above scripture is often read 
at funerals. It is a passage of great 
comfort and grace. We lean on 
these words in times of great grief 
and loss. But I have found that 
these words are not just for those 
who have lost a loved one or for 
someone who is nearing the end of 
their days. These words have been 
proven over and over in my life and 
the life of the churches that I serve. 
I wrote on this passage once be-
fore and asked why we should wait 
for a funeral to make this passage 
true; shouldn’t we make sure that 
our places of worship are prepared 
for any who may come to worship 
with us? We have examples to learn 
from by the grace of God.

I am blind and I used to work on 
and build computers. But that was a 
long time ago. Because I use tech-
nology so much in my daily life, I 
was able to learn Zoom, Skype and 
all the new applications that we 
have been using so much this past 
several weeks. Our churches have 
been providing food trucks for lo-
cal High school students for a few 
years now so when United Way ap-
proached wanting to bring in trucks 
to help the community, we already 
had volunteers who were ready to 
go. God has been preparing our 

way for years and He will continue 
to do so. 

Now, this kind of subject is dif-
ficult to express without using my 
own experiences. But my challenge 
to you is to look for the ways that 
God has prepared your way in ad-
vance. How has He provided a 
path that, when you first started, 
you may not have realized how 
important it would become? One 
of the biggest mistakes we make is 
to overlook the grace of God. We 
may say: “Isn’t is lucky that I took 
a class in cooking in school even 
though I didn’t really want to? Now 
that we have to stay home I can 
cook lots of things!” or something 
similar. We can call it luck or we 
can call it what it is—God prepar-
ing our way as He promised in Isa-
iah 43:19b: “I’m making a way in 
the desert, paths in the wilderness.”

It is important that we remem-
ber that we are not alone. God is 
with us. And beyond that He has 
prepared us, even if it doesn’t feel 
like it, because He and He alone 
will be our guide through all that 
comes our way. Check out an on-
line church and when you can, there 
are many places to hear more about 
God’s grace.
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Thank YouThank You

ObituaryObituary

Every Life Tells A Story...

PATRICIA K. 
HOLLAND

Patricia K. Holland 
age 69 of Cedar 
Springs died 
Tuesday, May 12, 
2020 at Mercy 
Health-St. Mary’s 
in Grand Rapids. 
Patricia was born 
December 29, 
1950 in Cedar 
Springs, MI the 
daughter of Waldo 

and Mary (Day) Cole. She was everyone’s 
“Ma” and enjoyed feeding the masses. She 
was great at remembering birth dates. She 
is survived by her husband, Pat; children, 
Bryan (Christine) Holland, Craig (Alexa 
Hughes) Holland; grandchildren, Jonathan, 
Justis, Katelyn, Makayla, Emily; brothers, 
Max (Cindy) Cole, William (Kathy) Cole; 
brother-in-law, Jerry Parker; sister-in-law, 
Gloria Cole and many nieces and nephews. 
She was preceded by her siblings, Ruthann 
(Gary) Baxter, Beverly Parker, Arthur (Judy) 
Cole and Jim Cole. The family will greet 
friends Monday, May 18 from 11:00 am until 
time of family service at noon at the Jesus 
Non-Denominational Church, 9206 W. Peck 
Rd. Greenville, MI. Pastor Tommy Turner 
officiating. Interment Courtland Township 
Cemetery, Rockford. Memorial contributions 
to the family to help with expenses. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs.

JOAN C. REED
August 7, 1931—May 13, 2004

If roses grow in heaven
If roses grow in heaven, Lord
Please pick a bunch for me.
Place them in my Mother’s arms
and tell her they’re from me.
Tell her I love her and miss her,
and when she turns to smile,
place a kiss upon her cheek
and hold her for a while.
Because remembering her is easy,
I do it everyday,
But there is an ache within my heart
That will never go away.

With love from your family

Remember Your Vet
Veteran’s Name:______________________________
Rank:_______________________________________
Military Service Branch:_______________________
Years Served: from ____________to_____________
War served in: (if applicable)___________________
Born:_______________________________________ 
Died:_______________________________________
Personalized Message:________________________
____________________________________________
___________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

(message limit 20 words)

Pay tribute to your 
lost loved one(s)...
You can have a special 

Veteran’s Memorial  printed 
in our upcoming Memorial 

Day Issue May 24, 2012
for only $25 per veteran. 

(actual size)

Just fill out this form and send it in 
along with a photo of your vet 

(preferably in uniform) and your 
payment of $20 to: 
Veterans Memorial

The Cedar Springs Post 
P.O. Box 370

Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(please include your name and phone 
number in case we have questions.)

Dealine: Monday, May 21, 2012 V
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US Marine Corp
Korean War

Served 1952 - 1954
Born October 9, 1933
Died January 4, 2004

We are so proud of how you 
served your country. We love 
and miss you! 

Richard M. Reed Sr.

-your family
 

Pay tribute to your 
lost loved one(s)...

You can have a special 
Veteran’s Memorial 

printed in our upcoming 
Memorial Day Issue 

May 21st for ONLY $35 
per veteran (actual size)

Just fill out the form and send it in along 
with a photo of your vet (preferably in 

uniform) and your payment to: 
Veteran’s Memorial, P.O. Box 370

Cedar Springs, MI 49319
OR email it to classifieds@

cedarspringspost.com & call 
616.696.3655 for payment

(Please include your name and phone 
number in case we have questions)

 Deadline: Tues., May 19th

Remember Your Vet
Veteran’s Name:______________________________
Rank:_______________________________________
Military Service Branch:_______________________
Years Served: from ____________to_____________
War served in: (if applicable)___________________
Born:_______________________________________ 
Died:_______________________________________
Personalized Message:________________________
____________________________________________
___________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

(message limit 20 words)

Pay tribute to your 
lost loved one(s)...
You can have a special 

Veteran’s Memorial  printed 
in our upcoming Memorial 

Day Issue May 24, 2012
for only $25 per veteran. 

(actual size)

Just fill out this form and send it in 
along with a photo of your vet 

(preferably in uniform) and your 
payment of $20 to: 
Veterans Memorial

The Cedar Springs Post 
P.O. Box 370

Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(please include your name and phone 
number in case we have questions.)
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US Marine Corp
Korean War

Served 1952 - 1954
Born October 9, 1933
Died January 4, 2004

We are so proud of how you 
served your country. We love 
and miss you! 

Richard M. Reed Sr.

-your family
 

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters 
of up to 350 words. The subject should 
be relevant to local readers, and the ed-
itor reserves the right to reject letters or 
edit for clarity, length, good taste, accura-
cy, and liability concerns. All submissions 
MUST be accompanied by full name, 
mailing address and daytime phone num-

ber. We use this information to verify the 
letter’s authenticity. We do not print anon-
ymous letters, or acknowledge letters we 
do not use. Writers are limited to one 
letter per month. Email to news@cedar-
springspost.com, or send to Post Scripts, 
Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319.

NOTICENOTICEPOSTPOST Scripts Scripts

Remember Your Vet
Veteran’s Name:______________________________
Rank:_______________________________________
Military Service Branch:_______________________
Years Served: from ____________to_____________
War served in: (if applicable)___________________
Born:_______________________________________ 
Died:_______________________________________
Personalized Message:________________________
____________________________________________
___________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

(message limit 20 words)

Pay tribute to your 
lost loved one(s)...
You can have a special 

Veteran’s Memorial  printed 
in our upcoming Memorial 

Day Issue May 24, 2012
for only $25 per veteran. 

(actual size)

Just fill out this form and send it in 
along with a photo of your vet 

(preferably in uniform) and your 
payment of $20 to: 
Veterans Memorial

The Cedar Springs Post 
P.O. Box 370

Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(please include your name and phone 
number in case we have questions.)

Dealine: Monday, May 21, 2012 V
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US Marine Corp
Korean War

Served 1952 - 1954
Born October 9, 1933
Died January 4, 2004

We are so proud of how you 
served your country. We love 
and miss you! 

Richard M. Reed Sr.

-your family
 

HURRY! Deadline: Tues., May 19th

BE A PART OF HISTORY! The POST is bound into a book each 
year and donated to the CS Historical Society  for a permanent historical record.

Like us on 
facebook

The Cedar Springs Post
Newspaper
6,457 people like this
6,588 people follow this

www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost



GRAND RAPIDS, MICH-
IGAN - In honor of National 
Police Week, U.S. Attorney 
Andrew Birge recognizes the 
service and sacrifice of feder-
al, state, local, and tribal law 
enforcement. The week is ob-
served Sunday, May 10 through 
Saturday, May 16, 2020.  

“There is no more noble pro-
fession than serving as a police 
officer,” said Attorney Gener-
al William P. Barr. “The men 
and women who protect our 
communities each day have not 
just devoted their lives to public 
service, they’ve taken an oath to 
give their lives in order to ensure our safety. And 
they do so not only in the face of hostility from 
those who reject our nation’s commitment to the 
rule of law, but also in the face of evolving ad-
versity–such as an unprecedented global health 
pandemic. This week, I ask all Americans to join 
me in saying ‘thank you’ to our nation’s federal, 
state, local, and tribal law enforcement officers. 
Their devotion and sacrifice to our peace and se-
curity will not be taken for granted.” 

“This week is our chance to express our grat-
itude to law enforcement officers for their com-
mitment to public service and willingness to put 
their lives on the line to keep us all safe every 
day of the week,”  said U.S. Attorney Birge.  “I 
hope you join me in thanking these honorable 
individuals so they know how much we value 
and appreciate their essential role in these chal-
lenging times.” 

In 1962, President Kennedy issued the first 
proclamation for Peace Officers Memorial Day 
and National Police Week to remember and 

National Police week

Rep. Huizenga: Patience of 
Michigan workers running 
thin due to administration’s 
lack of clarity

KSSN continues service 
to students and families
Community School Coordinators help break down 
barriers to learning
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            ORDER- continues on page 13

Apply Today

Automation Operator
General Machine Operator

Team Lead
Pres Brake Operator

Welder
Laser Operator

Robot OperatorRobot Operator

Governor Whitmer extends Stay 
Home, Stay Safe Order 
Reopens manufacturing as part of her MI Safe Start Plan 

Governor Gretchen Whitmer extended the stay home, stay safe 
order until May 28. Photo from the State of Michigan.

LANSING, Mich. – Last 
week Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer signed Executive Or-
der 2020-77 to extend Michi-
gan’s Stay Home, Stay Safe or-
der to May 28. The governor’s 
order allowed manufacturing 
workers, including those at 
Michigan’s Big 3 auto compa-
nies, to resume work on Mon-
day, May 11 as part of her MI 
Safe Start Plan. 

“This is good news for our 
state, our businesses, and our 
working families,” said Gover-
nor Whitmer.

“We’re not out of the woods 
yet, but this is an important 
step forward on our MI Safe 
Start plan to re-engage our 
economy safely and responsi-
bly. As we continue to phase 
in sectors of our economy, I 
will keep working around the 

clock to ensure our businesses 
adopt best practices to protect 
workers from the spread of 
COVID-19. When we all keep 
doing our part, we can reduce 
the risk of a second wave and 
re-engage our economy safely 
and responsibly.”

Under Executive Order 
2020-77, manufacturing facil-
ities must adopt measures to 
protect their workers from the 

spread of COVID-19. That in-
cludes conducting a daily entry 
screening protocol for workers 
and everyone else entering the 
facility, including a question-
naire covering symptoms and 
exposure to people with possi-
ble COVID-19, together with a 
temperature screening as soon 
as no-touch thermometers can 
be obtained. They must also 
create dedicated entry points at 
every facility, and suspend en-
try of all non-essential in-per-
son visits, including tours.

“Governor Whitmer has 

GRAND RAPDIS, MI – 
Kent Schools Services Net-
work (KSSN) brings commu-
nity services into the schools 
to serve students and fami-
lies and increase both atten-
dance and achievement. The 
non-profit partners with school 
districts to place social work-
ers, called Community School 
Coordinators, on the front line 
in schools. They work with 
students and families in the 
schools to connect them with 
services they need–even when 
the buildings are closed. 

This now includes connect-
ing families with the tools for 
distance learning in the time of 
the pandemic. 

The KSSN Coordinators 
are helping school families 
connect to free internet so 
they can participate with their 

teachers and classmates. They 
are also helping them access 
food and personal care items 
during this extended school 
closure. A $5,000 grant from 
Heart of West Michigan Unit-
ed Way’s COVID-19 fund 
recently made it possible for 
several coordinators to pro-
vide much-needed personal 
hygiene products to families 
in need.

KSSN community school 
coordinators are also offering 
virtual group meetings to help 
students process their emo-
tions and maintain connec-
tions to their peers.  “None of 
this would be possible without 
the partnerships KSSN has 
developed with our 10 school 
districts and 42 community 
schools, mental health ser-
vice providers, county gov-

ernment, community-based 
organizations, faith-based 
institutions, local businesses, 
and neighborhood associa-
tions,” said KSSN Executive 
Director Carol Paine-McGov-
ern. “We are inspired by their 
dedication to our students and 
families. We are committed to 
continuing our collective work 
to meet the challenges created 
by this crisis today and in the 
future.”

This key school resource 
was initially created by Kent 
County, the Grand Rapids 
Community Foundation and 
Kent ISD. For more infor-
mation on Kent Schools Ser-
vices Network, contact Carol 
Paine-McGovern, Executive 
Director at 616.447.2480 or go 
to their website is https://www.
kentssn.org/.

Our local state Rep. Mark Huizenga, of 
Walker (74th District), issued the follow-
ing statement on Monday, May 11, in re-
sponse to reports of workers refusing to 
adhere to executive orders mandating their 
businesses remain closed during the ongo-
ing COVID-19 outbreak. A barbershop in 
Owosso, Mich. has been a notable example. 
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s latest stay home 
order, which prohibits “non-essential busi-
nesses” from remaining open to the public, 
runs through May 28:

“I believe the barbershop owner in 
Owosso who has chosen to resume business 
exemplifies the emotions of many people 

currently out of 
work throughout 
the state and West 
Michigan. They 
are struggling 
and being forced 
into impossible 
and unenviable 
decisions during 
this time. Their 
livelihoods have 
been closed off due to executive orders, 
and many have been unable to file an un-
employment claim or receive benefits. They 

Rep. Mark Huizenga

                                          PATIENCE- continues on page 13

Fingerprint classification tools circa 1935. Photo from the lawen-
forcementmuseum.org.

                                               POLICE- continues on page 13

honor law enforcement officers for their service 
and sacrifices.  Peace Officers Memorial Day, 
which every year falls on May 15, specifical-
ly honors law enforcement officers killed or 
disabled in the line of duty. Each year, during 
National Police Week, our nation celebrates the 
contributions of law enforcement from around 
the country, recognizing their hard work, dedi-
cation, loyalty and commitment to keeping our 
communities safe. Based on data collected and 
analyzed by the FBI, 89 law enforcement offi-
cers died nationwide in the line of duty in 2019. 
Comprehensive data tables about these inci-
dents and brief narratives describing most of the 
fatal attacks are included in the sections of Law 
Enforcement Officers Killed and Assaulted, 
2019. This year, the COVID-19 pandemic has 
underscored law enforcement officers’ courage 
and unwavering devotion to the communities 
they swore to serve.  

The names of the fallen officers who have 
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
oof thef theWeekWeekHHometown

HappeningsHappenings

NOTICE: We need NEW jokes! If you have a good 
“clean” joke to share email it to: news@cedarspringspost.
com or send to P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Hometown Happenings articles are a community 
service	 for	 non-profit	 agencies	 only.	 Due	 to	 popular	
demand for placement in this section, we can no 
longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday 
at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles will 
run as space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, 
certain restrictions may apply. You now can email 
your Hometown Happenings to happenings@
cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.

ARTS/ENTERTAINMENTARTS/ENTERTAINMENT

We miss our patrons and hope We miss our patrons and hope 
you are safe and well.you are safe and well.
We hope to see you soon.We hope to see you soon.

TicketsTickets  ONLY ONLY $$3.003.00

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

Temporarily 
CLOSEDCLOSED
UNTIL FURTHER UNTIL FURTHER 

NOTICENOTICE
by mandate of the by mandate of the 
State of Michigan.State of Michigan.

For the For the 
safety of our safety of our 
volunteers and volunteers and 
our patrons during our patrons during 
the COVID-19 crisis. the COVID-19 crisis. 
Thank you for your patience.Thank you for your patience.

The Cedar Springs Theatre AssociationThe Cedar Springs Theatre Association
Board  and VolunteersBoard  and Volunteers

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 97 4 6 9

Red Flannel Scholarship Pageant
May 31: Attention all young ladies attending Cedar 
Springs High School, Creative Technologies Academy, 
or that live in the Cedar Springs school district, 
(including homeschool) who will be in the 11th grade in 
the 2020-2021 school year, and have a GPA of 3.0 at the 
end of the 10th grade. There will be a mandatory parent 
meeting for any young lady who would like to participate 
in the 2020 Red Flannel Pageant and her parent(s). The 
meeting will be Sunday, May 31st at 2 pm. Due to the 
changing restrictions on group gatherings the location 
of the meeting will be determined closer to the date. 
The meeting will take place either on line via Zoom or 
in person at the Springs Church at the set date and time. 
If you are interested in participating in the pageant and 
would like to attend the meeting please contact pageant 
director Kaleigh Goehler directly at redflannelpageant@
gmail.com so that you can be updated on the location of 
the meeting. If you are unable to attend the meeting but 
would still like to participate please email the pageant 
director directly. #19-22b

Pop Can Drive for FFA
“Fill the stock trailer for Ag!” Pop can drive by the 
Cedar Springs FFA Alumni. Drop off location is at 
Cedar Springs Mill & Supply, 112 Beech St., Cedar 
Springs. Monday – Friday from 8 am to 5:30 pm and 
Saturday from 8 am to 2 pm. Please place all cans/
bottles inside the trailer during business hours. All 
proceeds benefit the Cedar Springs FFA. #20

Hailey Wysocki

Mail to: Cedar Springs Post, “Congrat Your Grad,” P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319
or email classifieds@cedarspringspost.com & call 616.696.3655 for payment.

Give your graduate the 
recognition they deserve!

You can have your announcement appear in 
our graduation section printed in the

June 4th edition of your local newspaper,  for

ONLY $35
Send in a brief message with a picture of your choice, 
or email it to classifieds@cedarspringspost.com & call 

616.696.3655 for payment. Deadline: Monday, June 1st.

Graduate’s Name:__________________________________
School:___________________________________________
Your Message:_____________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________
________________________________________________

Congratulate Your Grad
C E D A R  S P R I N G S  
H I G H  S C H O O L

H a ile y , 
W e  a re  a ll s o  p ro u d  o f  y o u ! W e  k n o w  y o u  
w ill b e  s u c c e s s fu l in  e v e r y th in g  y o u  s e t  
o u t  to  d o . C o n g ra tu la t io n s  o n  a ll y o u r  h a rd  
w o rk ! W e  lo v e  y o u ! 

Lo v e ,  
M o m  &  D a d

 b ro th e r  R ic h  &  A u d re y, s is te r  S a m a n th a  &  To m , 
G ra n d p a  &  G ra n d m a  In g e rso ll, G ra n d p a  &  

G ra n d m a  C h a p m a n , 
a n d  A L L  yo u r  e x te n d e d  Fa m ily !   

EXAMPLE
EXAMPLE

With graduation ceremonies 
being canceled due to 

COVID-19, 2020 graduates 
deserve to be recognized.

BE A PART BE A PART 
OF HISTORY!OF HISTORY!The POST is bound into a book 

The POST is bound into a book each each year and donated to the 
year and donated to the Cedar Springs Historical Society 

Cedar Springs Historical Society for a permanent historical record.
for a permanent historical record.

Help support your local 
newspaper, Congratulate 

Your Grad in The POST and 
Make a Memory Last!

Simple Operation
A man was seen fleeing down the hall of the hospital 

just before his operation.  “What’s the matter?” he was 
asked.

He said, “I heard the nurse say, ‘It’s a very simple 
operation, don’t worry, I’m sure it will be all right.’”

“She was just trying to comfort you, what’s so fright-
ening about that?”

“She wasn’t talking to me.  She was talking to the 
doctor!”

in Cedar Springs
Run your ad here...
in your Community Newspaper

P   STThe
REAL NEWS @ 

w w w. c e d a r s p r i n g s p o s t . c o m



Creative Technologies Academy
Congratulates their 2020 Graduates

Congratulations Class of 2020!
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Creative Technologies Academy
Congratulates their 2020 Graduates

OUTDOORSOUTDOORS
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SPRINGSPRINGDiggin’Diggin’

Gravel • Sand • Recycled Concrete • Screened Top Soil

636-5524
www.deansexcavating.com

48 Long Road
Sand Lake, MI

SERVING
WEST MICHIGAN
FOR 37 YEARS

Licensed & insured • commerciaL & residentiaL

SERVING 
WEST MICHIGAN 

FOR OVER 
40 YEARS

Gravel • Sand • Recycled Concrete • Screened Top Soil

636-5524
www.deansexcavating.com

48 Long Road
Sand Lake, MI

SERVING
WEST MICHIGAN
FOR 37 YEARS

Licensed & insured • commerciaL & residentiaL

Quality Service and Value for 39 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store

Boost your landscape’s curb 
appeal in one weekend

Fou r  st e p s:  Cle a n  a nd  p re p  you r  de ck  
n ow  f o r  summe r  sun  a nd  r e la x a t ion

 Define garden spaces with decorative garden edging while keeping unruly 
plants out of the lawn and off walkways. 

Photo courtesy of Gardener’s Supply Company. 

by Melinda Myers
 
Create a front garden that 

is sure to boost your mood 
and welcome visitors all 
year round.  All you need 
is one weekend and a bit 
of paint, flowers, décor and 
edging material to boost 
your landscape’s curb ap-
peal.

Add a splash of col-
or by painting your front 
door. Look for colors that 
complement your home’s 
siding and the surrounding 
landscape. Then add a sea-
sonal wreath or other door 
decoration. A wreath of 
seed packets in the spring, 
succulents or silk flowers 
in summer, dried materials 
in fall and greens in win-
ter add seasonal interest to 
your home.  Visitors will 
look forward to the change 
of seasons marked by your 
door’s décor.

Add a few containers at 
the front entrance.  Select a 
color and size that comple-
ments your home’s size and 
architecture style. Reduce 
maintenance with self-wa-

tering containers that ex-
tend the time between 
watering.  Further your 
enjoyment with solar-illu-
minated planters powered 
by the sun to add a magical 
glow to the landscape as the 
sun sets. 

Define planting beds and 
create a finished look with 
edging. Use a sharp shovel 
to dig a V- shaped trench 
around small garden beds 
or employ the help of an 
edging machine for larger 
areas. Fill the trench with 
mulch to create a mowing 
edge and keep weeds out.

Or boost the aesthetic ap-
peal and further define the 
space with edging materials 
like the Stomp Edge. This 
easy-to-install edging ma-
terial is made from recycled 
rubber and only requires a 
few hand tools and minimal 
time to install.   

Keep unruly plants out of 
the lawn or off walkways 
while defining the garden 
space with decorative gar-
den edging. You can keep 
it simple with Gardener’s 
Supply Company’s Strat-

ford Edge Irons that mimic 
the edging found in Shake-
speare’s garden in Stratford 
England. Or add an artistic 
flare with a more decorative 
edging like the Nocturne 
Border Edging.

 Weed garden beds to 
improve the overall ap-
pearance and health of 
garden plants. Weeds not 
only compete with your 
desirable plants for water 
and nutrients, but many are 
hosts for insect pests and 
diseases that can harm your 
desirable plants.

Once weeded, spread a 
one- to three-inch layer of 
organic mulch like shredded 
leaves, evergreen needles 
or woodchips over the soil 
surface. The finer the ma-
terial, the thinner the layer 
of mulch needed. Organic 
mulch helps conserve mois-
ture, suppress weeds and 
improve the soil as it breaks 
down. Select a mulch that is 
aesthetically pleasing and 
won’t overwhelm the beau-
ty of the plants. 

Keep mulch off tree 
trunks, shrubs, stems and 

crowns of peren-
nial and annual 
plants. Covering 
stems and plant 
crowns can lead 
to root rot and 
other problems 
that can nega-
tively impact the 
plants’ health 
and longevity.                

Freshen exist-
ing wood mulch 
by lightly tilling 
or raking, so the 
darker mulch be-
low the surface 
moves to the 
top.  Avoid over 
mulching. It is 
a waste of mon-
ey and can be 
harmful to your 
plants.

Make it a fun 
weekend by mix-
ing in some tasty treats or 
a barbeque once the work 
is done. As you enjoy the 
benefits of your weekend’s 
efforts, you’ll be anxious to 
start tackling those bigger 
landscape tasks.

Melinda Myers has writ-

ten more than 20 garden-
ing books, including Small 
Space Gardening. She hosts 
The Great Courses “How 
to Grow Anything” DVD 
series and the Melinda’s 
Garden Moment TV & radio 
segments. Myers is a colum-

nist and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms maga-
zine and was commissioned 
by Gardeners Supply for her 
expertise to write this ar-
ticle. Her web site is www.
MelindaMyers.com.

(BPT) - As we all spend 
more time at home right 
now, it can be a great op-
portunity to get a head start 
on summer projects and 
begin tackling your list of 
home improvements, es-
pecially as we look toward 
warmer weather. One thing 
that often gets overlooked 
is regular deck cleanings. 
Since summer is the perfect 
time to get in the sun and 
enjoy the outdoors, now is 
the ideal time to give your 
deck the cleaning it needs 
in preparation for summer 
relaxation and quality fam-
ily time. The deck is also 
a great surface for potted 
plants, herb baskets and in-
creasing curb appeal.

Ready to get started on 
your deck cleaning? Here 
are some tips for making 
it easy and efficient from 
smart watering expert, 
Gilmour.
Make a sweeping 
change

Start by removing every-

thing from your deck and 
thoroughly sweeping its 
surface, then use a screw-
driver or putty knife to gen-
tly pry out any loose debris 
stuck between the boards. 
Take time for basic repairs 
such as sanding down any 
rough spots, replacing any 
loose boards or wobbly 
rails and flattening protrud-
ing nails and screws along 
the way.
Choose effective 
cleaning tools

Having the right tools that 
are easy to use makes the job 
more enjoyable and ensures 
you can get it done right the 
first time. For example, the 
Gilmour AquaArmor Hose 
uses a proprietary surface 
material and strong inter-
nal coils that keep its length 
kink-free and 50% lighter 
than standard hoses, mak-
ing it easier to maneuver 
and carry. Further, spigot 
attachment is made nearly 
effortless by crush-proof 
couplings. The Front Con-

trol Adjustable Watering 
Nozzle with Swivel Con-
nect rotates 180 degrees for 
ease of movement while a 
simple click switches flow 
pressure from jet to rinse. 
Want even more precision? 
The Power Jet Wand is 
modeled after power wash-
ers to deliver a concen-
trated water stream that’s 
12% stronger than standard 
cleaning nozzles. All three 
tools are reinforced for du-
rability and ergonomically 
designed with ultra-com-
fortable handles, contours 
and balance points.
Wash away surface 
grime

After sweeping and se-
lecting your tools, use your 
hose and spray attachments 
to remove remaining dirt 
and debris from your deck 
surface. Position the nozzle 
or wand six to 12 inches 
away as you work, making 
sure the spray isn’t so close 
or powerful that it gouges 
the surface. Once complet-

ed, be sure to seal your deck 
to help protect from water 
damage and mold and mil-
dew build-up.
Personalize and 
enjoy

Once your deck is 
prepped, you have a blank 
canvas to enjoy. From add-
ing potted plants, chic patio 
furniture or pops of color, 
the space is yours to enjoy. 
Add hanging baskets and 
convenient herbs to your 
deck for a touch of beauti-
ful greenery. Once person-
alized, ensure continued 
success by regularly wa-
tering plants and cleaning 
your deck with the light-
weight and easy-to-maneu-
ver AquaArmor Hose.

Find information and tips 
about other high-quality 
watering and cleaning tools 
to make your work easier at 
Gilmour.com.
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Ranger Steve

• Tintable Stone Guard • All-Over Paint & Spot Repair • Glass Installed

89 N. Third Street
Sand Lake

(616) 636-5341 

Complete Collision

Free Estimates

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche

Buck rub 
scar grows

He lp  d e t e r  w i ld  t u r k e y s  i n  yo u r  n e ig h b o r h o o d ;  r em ove

Left: This Aspen shows scars from when it was young 
and used as a buck rub. 
Above: Ranger Steve is shown here measuring the di-
ameter of a tree trunk that was used as a buck rub years 
ago. 

During the fall rut, bucks 
battle with small trees and 
shrubs. They use flexible 
woody plants that give and 
take when attacked and that 
helps strengthen deer neck 
muscles. Deer are easily 
agitated during the breeding 
season. A local newspaper 
reported a person being 
gored and killed when he 
entered the pen with a pet 
deer. 

Buck rubs on saplings 
announce a sight and sound 
presence. Deer trails mean-
der through forests, fields, 
and shrublands where small 
trees show evidence of be-
ing scraped or destroyed 
by antlers. During summer, 
antlers grow when calcium 
and phosphorous are depos-
ited from blood vessels in 
the “velvet” skin that cov-
ers them. A common shrub 
growing in the area is called 
staghorn sumac because its 
branches have a soft tan 
velvet covering like the soft 
skin growing on antlers. 

By fall when antlers are 
fully grown, blood vessels 
in the velvet skin begin to 
dry and itch. Deer rub the 
itchy dying skin against 
small trees or shrubs that are 
usually less than two inch-
es in diameter. Larger deer 

might rub flexible woody 
stems 3 inches in diameter 
or sometimes larger. With 
short tempers, deer spar 
with woody plants in prepa-
ration for breeding. They 
strip life giving bark from 
plants. Many scarred stems 
survive. Now that winter is 
behind us, we can find buck 
rub trees and shrubs before 
spring obscures stems with 
leaves. 

Resilient plants strive to 
live. If the phloem and xy-
lem in the bark cambium 
carrying water and nutrients 
is not completely destroyed, 
the sugars and nutrients 
continue to flow to roots 
and upward in spring stems. 

The tree will continue to 
grow and scars will become 
more evident. We find sim-
ilar evidence of bark dam-
age when someone carves 
initials in bark. If the dam-
age is not too severe, the 
tree lives and the initials 
increase in size as the tree 
ages. Accompanying photo 
1 shows an aspen that was 
used as a buck rub when it 
was small. It survived and 
grew. Today, we can see 
the growing dark scars and 
smoother lighter undam-
aged bark. 

Photo 2 shows me using a 
“diameter at breast height” 

(DBH) mea-
suring tape. 
The tape 
is marked 
every 3.14 
inches to 
r e p r e s e n t 
one inch in 
d i a m e t e r . 
Pi is 3.14 
inches and 
when circled 
so the tape 
ends touch, 
it equals 
one-inch di-
ameter. The 
reason DBH 
refers to diameter at breast 
height is because that is the 
standard height of 4.5 feet 
foresters use when conduct-
ing forest surveys. Make 
a DBH tape at home with 
kids using adding machine 
tape rolls. Remember each 
3.14-inch marking equals 
one-inch diameter when 
the tape is wrapped around 
a tree. Create the tape long 
enough to measure large 
trees. Measure trees in the 
yard and neighborhood and 
identify which species are 
the largest and oldest.

I am pictured measuring 
the diameter of the low-
er trunk because that is 
the height where the buck 
rubbed his antlers. They 

usually scrape velvet from 
antlers between one and 
two feet above ground. 
One can somewhat deter-
mine how large a deer is by 
the height of the buck rub 
above ground.

Notice how wide the 
scars have grown with tree 
size over the years since 
the buck rubbed antlers on 
the sapling. The DBH for 
this scarred tree is now 9.5 
inches in diameter. Bucks 
will not use a tree this large 
as a buck rub. 

There are many activi-
ties for families during this 
time when classroom ed-
ucation has been replaced 
with alternatives because of 
Covid-19 closures. Teach-

ers are working long hours 
to engage students with 
remote education opportu-
nities that blend science, 
language arts, math, social 
studies, art, music, and 
more. Education continues 
but requires parents willing 
to work with kids to engage 
them in fruitful learning. 
Teachers regularly work 
long hours but the current 
remote education challenge 
has extended their work 
week hours. 

Nature niche education is 
good for integrating mean-
ingful multidisciplinary 
real-world applications 
outdoors. It can include 
exploring the neighbor-
hood for buck rubs, learn-

ing a variety of musical 
bird songs, discovering the 
tempo of frog calls, draw-
ing tree growth silhouettes, 
investigating insect pollina-
tors and writing narratives. 
Now is a wonderful time 
for rich integrated learning 
where parents and children 
learn together with teacher 
remote guidance.

Natural history ques-
tions or topic suggestions 
can be directed to Ranger 
Steve (Mueller) at ody-
brook@chartermi.net - Ody 
Brook Nature Sanctuary, 
13010 Northland Dr. Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319 or call 
616-696-1753.

Photos courtesy of Steve Mueller.

Remove all food sources to deter wild turkeys from becoming a nuisance in your yard. 

Photo from the Michigan DNR.

f o o d  so u r ce s
While hunters love to see wild turkeys in the spring, the 

birds are a less welcome sight in some residential commu-
nities. Found throughout most of the state and even in some 
suburban areas, turkeys are drawn to birdseed—bird feed-
ers and agricultural fields often attract wild turkeys, so use 
care when feeding songbirds.

Turkeys that grow comfortable in a suburban setting 
may become aggressive. Male turkeys, especially, can be 
aggressive during breeding season and may peck at their 
reflections in shiny car paint, sliding doors and windows.

So, what can you do? Start by removing all food sources 
that can attract wild turkeys. Cover or park vehicles inside, 
where possible, and use gentle hazing techniques to deter 
turkeys. Start by making loud noises and waving to frighten 
the turkeys. You also can open and close an umbrella while 
walking toward a turkey to scare it away.

With a little effort, all Michigan residents can share the 
responsibility for reducing potential wildlife conflicts in our 
communities. Get tips and information at Michigan.gov/
Wildlife.

Questions? Contact the DNR Wildlife Division at 517-284-
9453.



V ie w  o u r  a d o p t a b le  a n im a ls  a t  w w w .h s w e s tm i .o r g . 
D u e  t o  t h e  v i r t u a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  a d o p t io n s , p le a s e  
p ic k  o n ly  a  f e w  a n im a ls  t h a t  c a t c h  y o u r  in t e r e s t  a n d  
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m e e t  &  g r e e t !
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r e m a i n  s u s p e n d e d  p e r  M i c h i g a n  E x e c u t i v e  O r d e r .  

Sweet Pea – 4-year-old female – Medium Mixed Breed

Meet Sweet Pea! 
Sweet Pea is a 4-year-
old medium mixed 
breed that has been 
looking for a home 
since January. She’s 
currently in foster, 
where she’s been 
housetrained, crate 
trained, and learned 
tricks like sit and lie 
down! Sweet Pea is 

very affectionate and loves to be around her people.

Sweet Pea is available for No Contact Adoption at 
Humane Society of West Michigan. To learn more 
about adopting, please visit: www.hswestmi.org

For more information on the 
Humane Society of West Michigan,  

call (616) 453-8900 or 
visit www.hswestmi.org
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CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.
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(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

small ads make ¢ents
Call 616-696-3655 

for details
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FOR FOR SALESALE

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –
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616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com
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PET of PET of the the WEEKWEEKAPARTMENTSAPARTMENTS
FOR FOR RENTRENT

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

SERVICESSERVICES

BUSINESS PROFESSIONALSBUSINESS PROFESSIONALS
KENT DUMPSTER

local family business

616-437-1460
kentdumpster.com

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

CLASSIFIEDS are online at
 http://cedarspringspost.com/classifieds/

Support YOUR local newspaper
Attention Businesses!

and give back to the community you serve! 

advertise in 

Call a Sales Rep TODAY!
616-696-3655

Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed
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Vintage cars help raise funds 

for museum
By Tom Noreen

 
Even an overcast morning with a few sprinkles 

did not keep the 58 registered auto buffs from 

bringing their vintage wheels to Morley Park 

last Saturday, July 27, according to Cedar 

Springs Historical Museum Director Sharon 

Jett. The annual car show each summer is 

one of the museum’s biggest fundraisers.

Historical Society President Fred 

Gunnell, welcomed me to the 

show and Sally Grayvold 

wanted to make sure 

I got my name in 

the bucket for the 

50/50 drawing, 

which was won by 

Darwin Spear of 

Grand Haven.
There was a good 

mix of vehicles to look 

at as you walked the line. 

Some looked mint-out-of-the-

box such as Phil Harrison’s 1957 Chevy, 

while others were works in progress. There were 

sports cars, family sedans and pickup trucks. Some 

were stock and others were modified like Gene Niel-

sen’s 1935 Ford pickup he had been working on for 

the last 3-1/2 years. Carl Anderson had it in his barn 

for a number of years before Gene picked it up and 

started work on it.
One gentleman had a pair of 1940’s era military 

jeeps. One painted Army olive drab with a pedestal 

mount machine gun and the other in Air Force blue. 

Both had trailers and were in better shape than my jeep 

was in the 101st Airborne Division back in the 1970s.

Music by the Patin Sisters, Pat and RoseAnne, drift-

ed through the air along with the aroma of grilled hot 

dogs provided by the Cedar Springs FFA.

A big thank you to all the sponsors who helped make 

the fundraiser a success! 

Crash punctures dump truck gas tank

Solon Township 
shows off town hall

Solon’s new township hall has a 2,000-square foot meeting room that        

residents can rent. Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

A crash at the corner of 

Main and Muskegon Streets 

in Cedar Springs last week 

Thursday, July 25, resulted 

in a gas spill from a dump 

truck leaving a construction 

zone.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police officer Chad 

Potts, a jeep driven by Car-

oline Bartlett, 68, of Cedar 

Springs, was heading east-

bound on Muskegon Street 

about 2:45 p.m., when it 

approached the Main Street 

intersection and tried to turn 

right. When the driver real-

ized she couldn’t make the 

turn and was going to hit the 

barricade, she tried to abort 

the turn and went straight, 

and struck the driver’s side 

of a Dean’s Excavating 

truck that was heading north 

through the intersection. The 

crash ruptured the fuel tank 

on the dump truck and Ce-

dar Springs firefighters and 

others worked at the scene 

to clean up the spill.
Neither the driver of the 

jeep nor the driver of the 

dump truck, Gary Wall, 55, 

of Leroy, were transported 

to the hospital. They sought 

their own medical attention. 

In a related incident, a fire-

fighter at Main and Church 

Street was directing traffic 

away from the accident, 

when a southbound pickup 

with yellow lights rotating 

proceeded through that in-

tersection without stopping 

and bumped the firefighter 

with his mirror. He was not 

injured and no citation was 

issued.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police Chief Roger 

Parent, the truck was owned 

by Dean’s Excavating and 

had been called in to help 

with the cleanup. But the 

firefighter didn’t know that. 

Parent cautioned citizens 

to always stop and identify 

themselves if they need to be 

at the scene of an accident. 

“When in doubt, they should 

stop. They shouldn’t think 

that everyone knows what 

they are there for,” he said. 

By Judy Reed

Solon Township held an open 

house last Saturday, July 27 to 

show off the new township hall 

to residents. Throngs of visitors 

were treated to a hotdog lunch 

and other free refreshments, as 

well as a tour of the facility. The 

Solon Township Fire Department 

also had an engine there for kids 

to tour.
The township approved the 

building of the 6,000 square-

foot hall with community room 

in the fall of 2011. The building 

has 4,000 square feet of offices, 

a 2,000 square-foot community 

room, in floor boiler heat, 2x6 ex-

terior sidewalls, about four inches 

of spray foam insulation, a brick 

exterior, steel roof, LED lighting 

which operates automatically, 

some heated sidewalks, plenty of 

handicap parking, and a security 

system with cameras that can be 

viewed remotely. 
Supervisor Bob Ellick told the 

Post in June that the total cost of 

the building would be between 

$860,000 and $880,000 when 

completed.

Photo by 
Tom Noreen

Post photo by J. Reed.

Post photo by J. Reed.
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CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

We are available 
to meet with you 
by appointment 

at your
convenience.

New Hours:
Monday-Friday
8am to 5:30pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
• American Express

14050 edgerton
Cedar springs 616.696.3051

Full-serviCe auto repair
• Brakes • Engine • Electric • Oil Changes
• Tires (new and used) • Wheel Alignments 

• Maintenance • Foreign & Domestic

Bassett’s
Towing & Auto Repair

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

Belmont army veteran 
needs private home care 
aide. In his home, 16 to 30 
hours per week. Must have 
reliable transportation and 
able to pass background 
check, drug test, previous 
home care experience. 
$11.50 per hour. Call Pam 
at 616-788-5862. Begins 
May 1st in Belmont, Mich-
igan. #18-21p

Now hiring for Vitale’s Pizza, 
Cedar Springs. Must have valid 
driver’s license. For more info, 
call 616-696-0950 between 4 
pm and 9 pm, Thursday through 
Sunday. #20b

Job opening for insurance 
agent in Cedar Springs. 
Sales Experience preferred. 
Email resumes to Chris@
conflittiagency.com. #tfnb

Apartment for rent – downtown 
Cedar Springs. Email Chris@
westmireo.com. #tfnb

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Kent Dumpster: Local Family 
Business. Call 616-437-1460. 
www.kentdumpster.com. #11-
35p

Bobcat Work – Small jobs, 
driveway prep and dirt grading. 
Call 616-696-2429. #16-21p

Say: 
“I saw it in 
the the POSTPOST!”!”
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TOWNSHIP OF 
COURTLAND

COUNTY OF 
KENT, MICHIGAN

COURTLAND TOWNSHIP 
SPRING CLEAN-UP

June 5th & 6th   
The Courtland Township Spring Clean-Up will 
take place on Friday, June 5th and Saturday, 
June 6th from 8:30 am until 3:30 pm.  Dumpsters 
will be located behind Courtland Fire Station #1, 
7480 14 Mile Road. (Enter off Berrigan Ave.)

We are accepting Appliances, Mattresses, & 
Box Springs at No charge. No tires and No TV’s. 
No liquids (paint, oil, etc.), brush, yard waste, 
concrete, shovel offs or loose trash allowed.  
Fencing must be rolled and bound; barrels 
must have one end open or full of holes.  No 
commercial dumping.  Clean up will be supervised 
by Plummer’s Disposal Services, and they will 
have the authority to reject any questionable 
items. Proof of residency required.  Questions 
may be directed to Courtland Township Offices 
@ 866-0622 during regular office hours.

Dated: May 14, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS
Regular Meeting of the

Cedar Springs Planning 
Commission
Tuesday, June 2, 2020

7:00 p.m.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The purpose of the regularly scheduled meet-
ing is to act and discuss any business that may 
come before the Planning Commission including 
the following public hearing:
 

1. Public Hearing For An Ordinance To 
Amend Chapter 40, Article I, Section 40-5 
Entitled “Definitions – K – M;” Amend 
Chapter 40, Article IV, Division 2, Section 
40-461 Entitled “Home Occupations;” To 
Repeal Chapter 40, Article IV, Division 2, 
Section 40-468 Entitled “Prohibition Of 
Marihuana Dispensaries, Collectives And 
Cooperatives;” To Amend Chapter 40, Ar-
ticle III, Section 40-294 Entitled “Special 
Land Uses;” To Amend Chapter 40, Article 
III, Section 40-342 Entitled “Special Land 
Uses;” To Amend Chapter 40, Article III, 
Section 40-365 Entitled “Special Land 
Uses;” To Amend Chapter 40, Article III, 
Section 40-387 Entitled “Special Land 
Uses;” And To Amend Chapter 40, Article 
VIII, Section 40-575 Entitled “Uses - F – 
M” Of The Code Of Ordinances For The 
City Of Cedar Springs: The Proposed 
Changes Define Standards And Zoning 
Regulations To Permit Designated Rec-
reational Marijuana Facilities In Desig-
nated Zoning Districts Within The City Of 
Cedar Springs.  Copies of The Proposed 
Amendment Are Available On The City’s 
Website At www.cityofcedarsprings.org

In accordance with EO 2020-75, this meeting 
may be held virtually as a ZOOM meeting or 
a combination of in-person and ZOOM meet-
ing.  Information related to how to access the 
meeting will be made available along with the 
Agenda for the meeting, approximately one 
week prior to the meeting.  Agendas, pub-
lic notices and full meeting packets of the 
meetings may be found at the City of Cedar 
Springs’s website www.cityofcedarsprings.
org The Planning Commission meeting will be-
gin at 7:00 p.m. and will be held in the Cedar 
Springs City Council Chambers, 66 S. Main St., 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or virtually via the City’s 
virtual meeting platform ZOOM. Persons having 
any questions regarding these matters are urged 
to attend this meeting. If you are unable to at-
tend the public hearing, but wish to have your 
comments become a part of the official record of 
the meeting, please submit them in writing to the 
City Manager at manager@cityofcedarsprings.
org or the above address or contact City Hall at 
616.696.1330. 

Dated:  May 14, 2020  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

SOLON 
Township Hall
15185 Algoma Avenue

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

PUBLIC NOTICE 
Summary of Minutes of the 
Township Board Meeting, 

May 12, 2020.
Board Members Present:  Robert Ellick, Art Ger-
hardt, V. Fred Gunnell, Mark Hoskins, Dorothy 
Willoughby
Board Members Absent: None
Approved: agenda; consent agenda; Motion 
to approve Fire Department Annual Apparatus 
Maintenance and Testing; Installation of Plexi-
glass; Sale of Hay on Township Property; Payroll 
Policy and Procedure Change; Cancellation of 
Hall Rentals and Suspension of New Reserva-
tions; Hourly Employee Pay during COVID-19; 
Burial Fees; Renewal of Real Estate Contract. 
Failed: none.
No action taken: none.
Tabled: none.
Public Comments: none.
Adjournment:  8:48 p.m.

The complete text of this summary is available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours or 
on the township’s web site @ www.solontwp.org. 

Dated:  May 14, 2020 Dorothy Willoughby, 
Clerk

brought together leaders in business and labor to ensure 
our workers can return to the job safely. The safety of our 
workers is our top priority and I am confident that Michigan 
manufacturers are prepared to deliver on the worker protec-
tions included in today’s order,” said John Walsh, President 
and CEO of the Michigan Manufacturers Association. “We 
believe the manufacturing industry has a big role to play in 
Michigan’s economic recovery and we’re ready to lead the 
way. I look forward to continuing to work closely with the 
governor to bring the manufacturing industry back up to full 
strength.”

Manufacturing facilities must also train workers on, among 
other things, how COVID-19 is transmitted from person to 
person, signs and symptoms of COVID-19, steps workers 
must take to notify the business or operation of signs and 
symptoms of COVID-19 or suspected or confirmed diagno-
sis, and the use of personal protective equipment.

All businesses in the state—including manufacturers—
must require masks to be worn when workers cannot con-
sistently maintain six feet of separation from others and 
consider face shields for those who cannot consistently 
maintain three feet of separation from other workers.

“MICHauto and the Detroit Regional Chamber applaud 
the Governor for her continued steps to safely re-open our 
economy. Automotive and manufacturing is not only the 
backbone of our regional and state economy, it is essential 
to the functioning of the global supply chain. This is good 
news for Michigan and the nation,” said Glenn Stevens Jr., 
executive director of MICHauto, and vice president of Au-
tomotive and Mobility Initiatives for the Chamber.

“We have supported Governor Whitmer’s approach to 
keeping families, communities and companies safe since 
the beginning of this pandemic,” said Andi Owen, President 
and CEO of Herman Miller. “Our manufacturing teams are 
at the heart of our company. Working within the governor’s 
guidelines will help to ensure we maintain the safest envi-
ronment for our employees, both as they come to work and 
return home to their families.”

The governor’s Stay Home, Stay Safe order remains in ef-
fect until May 28, 2020. Under this order, Michiganders still 
must not leave their homes except to run critical errands, to 
engage in safe outdoor activities, or to go to specified jobs.

are considering–or in some cases willing–to openly break 
the law in order to pay their bills and put food on the table.

“This phenomenon is actively pitting the government 
against the people. Protecting public health is immensely 
important in the face of a public health emergency, but gov-
ernments must be a function of representation.

“It’s also putting law enforcement in a difficult and con-
fusing position. The state police in some instances is be-
ing called in to handle what local law enforcement will 
not. This is an affront to local control and risks creating a 
schism within an entity that is tasked with protecting public 
safety.

“A practical approach which respects work that can be 
done safely and acknowledges where different regions of 
the state are as it relates to this pandemic is sorely needed. 
Michigan citizens are depending on it, and they’re simply 
not seeing enough clarity and direction. The inadequate in-
formation they are getting naturally leads them to question 
the efforts as a whole–and in some cases disregard them 
entirely.”

PatiencePatience
...continued from page 6...continued from page 6

been added in 2020 to the wall at the National Law Enforcement 
Memorial were read on Wednesday, May 13, 2020, during a Vir-
tual Annual Candlelight Vigil. Because public events have been 
suspended as a result of COVID-19, the vigil was livestreamed 
to the public at 8:00 PM (EDT). To see the names of those added 
visit https://nleomf.org/facts-figures/2020-roll-call-of-heroes  

To learn more about National Police Week, please visit www.
policeweek.org.  

To discover some of the history about law enforcement, visit 
https://lawenforcementmuseum.org/explore/discover-the-histo-
ry/.

PolicePolice
...continued from page 6...continued from page 6

HornetsHornets
...continued from front page...continued from front page

Washington State or anywhere else in the United States.”’ 
(https://factcheck.afp.com/false-sightings-asian-giant-hor-
net-flourish-us)

The AGH is much larger than hornet or wasp we are used 
to seeing. Here are some characteristics:

Usually 1.5 - 2 inches in length
Large orange/yellow head with prominent eyes
Black and yellow striped abdomen
Forms large colonies that usually nest in the ground
So the answer is no, they have not been spotted in Mich-

igan, or anywhere near us. If you see an insect you are un-
sure about, contact the Michigan Department of Agricul-
ture and Rural Development through email at MDA-Info@
Michigan.gov or call MDARD’s Customer Service Center 
during regular business hours Monday through Friday, 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. ET at 1-800-292-3939.



(StatePoint) Stress is 
an important and natural 
stimulant that compels us 
to adapt to a new environ-
ment or lifestyle change. 
It causes a physiological 
response that helps us ei-
ther flee or fight the threat 
or stressor. But spending 
too much time on high 
alert can have damaging 
health effects.

Prolonged, unwanted 
and unmanageable stress-
es like the ones so many 
people are facing during 
the pandemic can take a 
toll, causing anxiety, ir-
ritability, nervousness, 
sleeplessness and diges-
tive upsets. Stress can also 
aggravate or even trigger 
chronic diseases.

Here are some easy, natu-
ral ways to cope:

1. Write a gratitude list. 
Grab a blank piece of pa-
per and write down a list of 
things that you are grateful 
for. This has been prov-
en to drastically improve 
one’s mood and completely 
change their perspective. 

You might even consider 
making this a daily habit 
and keeping a journal.

2. Do a random act of 
kindness. Consider donat-
ing to an organization feed-
ing those in need or asking 
an elderly neighbor if you 
can pick anything up for 
them at the store. Give a 
colleague a compliment. It 
feels good to do good.

3. Reach out to someone 
you haven’t talked to in 

a while. Think about that 
person you used to be close 
to but just haven’t had the 
time to catch up with. Go 
ahead and give them a call 
or arrange to video chat! 
They will appreciate hear-
ing from you, and recon-
necting can put you both in 
a much better mood. 

4. Go for a walk. Step 
outside and enjoy the fresh 
air. Going for a walk can 
help to clear your head.
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YOUR AGENCY NAME  
OR LOGO GOES HERE

CITY  •  000.000.0000
youragencywebaddress.com

®

Drivers are 23 times more  
likely to be involved in a car  

accident while texting. 

Virginia Tech Transportation Institute

GEBHARDT INSURANCE
CEDAR SPRINGS • 616-696-9440

www.gebhardtins.com

Aquatic Therapy is a rehabilitation procedure done in a heated pool. 
Exercises are given by a licensed physical therapist trained in aquatic therapy
Why does is work?
• Minimizes stress to the back & weight-bearing joints
• Water resistance increases strength & core stability
• Buoyancy assists in weight support.
• Hydrostatic pressure decreases swelling & improves joint position awareness
• Water warmth assists in relaxing muscles & increases blood flow to injured areas
Who can benefit? 
People with acute/chronic pain, arthritis, joint replacements, fractures,
fibromyalgia, sports injuries, neck/back pain, stroke, sprains and strains, etc.

Select Care Physical Therapy
North End of Town (Next to Carpet Store)

7762 N. Federal Road, Howard City, MI 49329

All insurances are welcome, flexible 
payment plans for co-payments, 

deductible, private pay, etc.

We are 
OPEN 5 DAYS 

a week

231-937-8485
Fax: 231-937-9836

www.selectcarePT.com
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9am-5pm • Tues. & Thurs. 

open later to accommodate late appointments.

HEALTH & FITNESSHEALTH & FITNESS
Coping with stress during uncertain 
times

(c) Tunatura / iStock via Getty Images Plus

Heading to the 
hospital? Get 
better. Don’t get 
a blood clot.

After a hospital stay, protect yourself. Understand your risk for 
blood clots and pay attention to signs and symptoms.

(c) Syda Productions / Shutterstock.com

(StatePoint) Spending time in the hospital can be a challenge, 
and the last thing you need is another setback on your road to 
recovery. This is why it is so important to know that being in the 
hospital -- particularly if you are dealing with surgery, a physical 
trauma, or a serious illness like cancer -- places you at increased 
risk for the development of a deadly blood clot.

Each year, blood clots affect about 900,000 people in the U.S., 
and about half of all blood clots occur during a hospital stay or 
within three months of a hospital stay or surgery. Many blood 
clots occurring during or after hospitalization can be prevented, 
but fewer than half of hospital patients receive proper preven-
tion measures. This is why the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention and the National Blood Clot Alliance advise that you 
have a blood clot prevention plan when headed to and home 
from the hospital.
Your Blood Clot Prevention Plan

Follow these steps to help prevent blood clots:
•  ==Before entering the hospital, discuss all of your risk fac-

tors with your doctor, including your personal and family 
history of blood clots.

• Ask if you will need prevention measures for blood clots 
while in the hospital.

• Before leaving the hospital, ask your doctor what to do at 
home to prevent blood clots.

• Ask about the signs or symptoms of a blood clot and what to 
do if you experience them.

Signs and Symptoms of a Blood Clot
Blood clots occur most often in the legs or arms, and symp-

toms include:
• Swelling
• Pain or tenderness
• Skin that may be warm to the touch, red, or discolored
Blood clots in your legs or arms can travel to your lungs, which 

can be deadly. Symptoms of blood clots in your lungs include:
• Difficulty breathing
• Chest pain that worsens with a deep breath
• Coughing up blood
• Faster than normal or irregular heartbeat
When released from the hospital and you return home, follow 

all instructions and take medications as prescribed. Get up and 
move around as often as possible. If confined to bed or unable to 
move, ask a family member or friend to help you move. Seek im-
mediate medical attention if you experience signs or symptoms.

For more information, visit www.stoptheclot.org/spreadthe-
word/hospitalization.

5. Meditate. You don’t 
need to invest a lot of time. 
Meditating for even just 
five to 10 minutes can re-
duce stress and anxiety.

6. Use homeopathy. Ho-
meopathic medicines offer 
a simple, low-risk solution 
as they do not suppress the 
cause of stress itself, but 
provide enough relief to 
help you face it and react 
appropriately.

“Solutions are not always 
simple. Stress pills, or anx-
iolytics, relieve tension and 
some physical symptoms 
of stress, but unfortunately, 
they have unwanted side 
effects, like drowsiness, 
and can be habit-forming,” 
says Dr. Ken Redcross, au-
thor of “Bond: The 4 Cor-
nerstones of a Lasting and 
Caring Relationship with 
Your Doctor,” and found-
er of Redcross Concierge. 
“However, homeopathic 
medicines provide an easy, 
lower-risk treatment op-
tion.”

Consider using Sedalia 
from Boiron to relieve ner-
vousness, hypersensitivity 
and fatigue due to every-
day stress, and Quietude to 
address occasional sleep-
lessness or restless sleep. 
Claims for these products 
are based on traditional 
homeopathic practice, not 
accepted medical evidence. 
They are not FDA evalu-
ated. To learn more, visit 
shop.BoironUSA.com.

While a certain amount of 
stress is normal and natural, 
too much of it for too long 
can have harmful health im-
pacts. To cope safely, take 
natural steps to relieve ten-
sion and worry.

Connect with Connect with 
communitycommunity

Advertise in 

Support 
YOUR 
LOCAL 
Newspaper

PP        STSTTheThe
Call 616.696.3655 TODAY!



The Cedar Springs POST Thursday, May 14, 2020   Page 15

OUTDOORSOUTDOORS

TAX TIMETAX TIME$$ $$

formerly ACTION TAX SERVICE

WE ARE STILL AVAILABLE 
TO DO YOUR TAX RETURN!

Don’t miss out on receiving your   
Economic Impact Check
for not filing your taxes!

Tax information can be dropped
off 24/7 to our office drop box or
 sent by mail, fax or web portal.

For more information, contact us 
Mon - Th, 8:30 am to 12:30 pm

P:  616-866-4704  | 10271 Northland Dr NE
F:  616-951-7070  |  Rockford, MI 49341
Email: RKD@integritytaxgroup.com

Keep up to date on all the changes 
for this tax year by visiting our website 

www.integritytaxgroup.com

Why the Economic Impact Payment amount could 
be different than anticipated
 IR-2020-93

IR S People  F ir st  In it ia t ive  p rov ide s re lie f  t o  
t a xpaye rs f a cing  COVID-19 issue s

 WASHINGTON −The IRS and Treasury have successful-
ly delivered nearly 130 million Economic Impact Payments 
to Americans in less than a month, and more are on the way. 
Some Americans may have received a payment amount dif-
ferent than what they expected. Payment amounts vary based 
on income, filing status and family size.

See below for some common scenarios that may explain 
why you received a different payment amount than expected: 
You have not filed a 2019 tax return, or 
the IRS has not finished processing your 
2019 return 

Payments are automatic for eligible people who filed a tax 
return for 2018 or 2019. Typically, the IRS uses information 
from the 2019 tax return to calculate the Economic Impact 
Payment.  Instead, the IRS will use the 2018 return if the 
taxpayer has not yet filed for 2019. If a taxpayer has already 
filed for 2019, the agency will still use the 2018 return if the 
IRS has not finished processing the 2019 return. Remember, 
the IRS accepting a tax return electronically is different than 
completing processing; any issues with the 2019 return mean 
the IRS would’ve used the 2018 filing.

If the IRS used the 2018 return, various life changes in 
2019 would not be reflected in the payment. These may in-
clude higher or lower income or birth or adoption of a child. 

In many cases, however, these taxpayers may be able to 
claim an additional amount on the 2020 tax return they file 
next year. This could include up to an additional $500 for 
each qualifying child not reflected in their Economic Impact 
Payment.
Claimed dependents are not eligible for 
an additional $500 payment

Only children eligible for the Child Tax Credit qualify for 
the additional payment of up to $500 per child. To claim the 
Child Tax Credit, the taxpayer generally must be related to 
the child, live with them more than half the year and provide 
at least half of their support. Besides their own children, ad-
opted children and foster children, eligible children can in-
clude the taxpayer’s younger siblings, grandchildren, nieces 
and nephews if they can be claimed as dependents. In addi-
tion, any qualifying child must be a U.S. citizen, permanent 
resident or other qualifying resident alien. The child must 
also be under the age of 17 at the end of the year for the tax 
return on which the IRS bases the payment determination.  

A qualifying child must have a valid Social Security num-
ber (SSN) or an Adoption Taxpayer Identification Number 
(ATIN). A child with an Individual Taxpayer Identification 

Number (ITIN) is not eligible for an additional payment. 
Parents who are not married to each other and do not file 

a joint return cannot both claim their qualifying child as a 
dependent. The parent who claimed their child on their 2019 
return may have received an additional Economic Impact 
Payment for their qualifying child. When the parent who did 
not receive an additional payment files their 2020 tax return 
next year, they may be able to claim up to an additional $500 
per-child amount on that return if they qualify to claim the 
child as their qualifying child for 2020.  
Dependents are college students

Pursuant to the CARES Act, dependent college students 
do not qualify for an EIP, and even though their parents may 
claim them as dependents, they normally do not qualify for 
the additional $500 payment. For example, under the law, a 
20-year-old full-time college student claimed as a dependent 
on their mother’s 2019 federal income tax return is not eli-
gible for a $1,200 Economic Impact Payment. In addition, 
the student’s mother will not receive an additional $500 Eco-
nomic Impact Payment for the student because they do not 
qualify as a child younger than 17. This scenario could also 
apply if a parent’s 2019 tax return hasn’t been processed yet 
by the IRS before the payments were calculated, and a col-
lege student was claimed on a 2018 tax return.

However, if the student cannot be claimed as a dependent 
by their mother or anyone else for 2020, that student may 
be eligible to claim a $1,200 credit on their 2020 tax return 
next year.
Claimed dependents are parents or rela-
tives, age 17 or older

If a dependent is 17 or older, they do not qualify the addi-
tional $500. If a taxpayer claimed a parent or any other rel-
ative age 17 or older on their tax return, that dependent will 
not receive a $1,200 payment.  In addition, the taxpayer will 
not receive an additional $500 payment because the parent or 
other relative is not a qualifying child under age 17. 

However, if the parent or other relative cannot be claimed 
as a dependent on the taxpayer’s or anyone else’s return for 
2020, the parent or relative may be eligible to individually 
claim a $1,200 credit on their 2020 tax return filed next year.
Past-due child support was deducted 
from the payment

The Economic Impact Payment is offset only by past-due 
child support. The Bureau of the Fiscal Service will send the 
taxpayer a notice if an offset occurs.

For taxpayers who are married filing jointly and filed an 

injured spouse claim with their 2019 tax return (or 2018 tax 
return if they haven’t filed the 2019 tax return), half of the to-
tal payment will be sent to each spouse. Only the payment of 
the spouse who owes past-due child support should be offset. 

The IRS is aware that a portion of the payment sent to a 
spouse who filed an injured spouse claim with his or her 2019 
tax return (or 2018 tax return if no 2019 tax return has been 
filed) may have been offset by the injured spouse’s past-due 
child support. The IRS is working with the Bureau of Fiscal 
Service and the U.S. Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices, Office of Child Support Enforcement, to resolve this 
issue as quickly as possible. If you filed an injured spouse 
claim with your return and are impacted by this issue, you 
do not need to take any action. The injured spouse will re-
ceive their unpaid half of the total payment when the issue is 
resolved. We apologize for the inconvenience this may have 
caused.
Garnishments by creditors reduced the 
payment amount

Federal tax refunds, including the Economic Impact Pay-
ment, are not protected from garnishment by creditors by 
federal law once the proceeds are deposited into a taxpayer’s 
bank account.
What if the amount of my Economic 
Impact Payment is incorrect?

Everyone should review the eligibility requirements for 
their family to make sure they meet the criteria. 

In many instances, eligible taxpayers who received a 
smaller-than-expected Economic Impact Payment (EIP) may 
qualify to receive an additional amount early next year when 
they file their 2020 federal income tax return. EIPs are tech-
nically an advance payment of a new temporary tax credit 
that eligible taxpayers can claim on their 2020 return. Every-
one should keep for their records the letter they receive by 
mail within a few weeks after their payment is issued.

When taxpayers file their return next year, they can claim 
additional credits on their 2020 tax return if they are eligible 
for them. The IRS will provide further details on IRS.gov on 
the action they may need to take.

The EIP will not reduce a taxpayer’s refund or increase the 
amount they owe when they file a tax return early next year. 
It is also not taxable and is therefore should not be included 
in income on a 2020 return.

More resources on Economic Impact Payments here: 
Questions about eligibility, payment amounts and status 

of payment https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/economic-im-
pact-payment-information-center

Get My Payment tool https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/
get-my-payment-frequently-asked-questions

Chart of various payment amount scenarios https://www.
irs.gov/pub/irs-utl/how_do_I_calculate_my_eip.pdf

Due to COVID-19, the 
IRS People First provides 
relief to taxpayers on a va-
riety of issues from easing 
payment guidelines to delay-
ing compliance actions. This 
relief is effective through the 
filing and payment deadline, 
Wednesday, July 15, 2020. 
Existing Installment 
Agreements 

Under an existing Install-
ment Agreement, payments 
due between April 1 and July 
15, 2020 are delayed. Those 
currently unable to meet the 
terms of an Installment Pay-
ment Agreement [ https://
www.irs.gov/payments/
payment-p lans- ins ta l l -
ment-agreements ] or Direct 
Deposit Installment Agree-
ment may cancel payments 
during this period with no 
default. By law, interest will 
continue to accumulate on 
any unpaid balances. 
New Installment 
Agreements 

People who can’t pay all 
their federal taxes can es-
tablish a monthly payment 
agreement. 
Pending Offer in 
Compromise 
applications 

Taxpayers have until July 
15, 2020, to provide ad-
ditional information for a 
pending OIC. The agency 
generally won’t close any 
pending OIC request before 
July 15 without the taxpay-
er’s consent.
OIC payments 

Taxpayers can delay all 
payments on accepted OICs 
until July 15, 2020. Inter-
est may accrue, and missed 
payments are due when the 
suspension period ends. Tax-
payers can call the number 
on their acceptance letter to 
address their needs. 
Delinquent return 
filings 

The IRS will not default 
an OIC for taxpayers who 

are delinquent in filing their 
tax return for 2018. How-
ever, they should file any 
delinquent 2018 return and 
their 2019 return by July 15, 
2020. 
Non-filers 

More than 1 million house-
holds who haven’t filed tax 
returns in the last three years 
are owed refunds. The dead-
line to get refunds on 2016 
tax returns is July 15, 2020. 
Those who owe taxes on 
delinquent returns may visit 
IRS.gov for payment options 
[ https://www.irs.gov/pay-
ments ]. The longer the debt 
is owed, the more penalties 
and interest accrue. 
Field collection 
activities 

IRS stopped field revenue 
officer enforcement actions, 
such as liens and levies. Rev-
enue officers will continue to 
pursue high-income non-fil-
ers and perform other similar 
activities where necessary. 

Automated liens and 
levies 

IRS delayed issuing new 
automated and systemic 
liens and levies. Taxpayers 
experiencing a hardship due 
to a levy should reach out to 
their assigned IRS contact 
or fax their information to 
(855) 796-4524. 
Certifications to the 
State Department 

IRS has delayed new cer-
tifications of taxpayers who 
are considered seriously de-
linquent. This affects a per-
son’s ability to receive a new 
or renewed passport. Exist-
ing certifications will remain 
in place unless their tax situ-
ation changes. 
Private debt 
collection 

IRS will not forward new 
delinquent accounts to pri-
vate collection agencies 
during this period. 
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MetronMetron

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

266501

SERVICING THE GREENVILLE AREA AND SURROUNDING AREAS. WE GO ALL OVER!

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

4395 14 mile rd ne Rockford, MI 49341

watsonrockford.com
616-884-5899

M&W 9-8 • TU, TH, & F 9-6 • SAT 9-3 • CLOSED SUNDAYS

FIND US ON

Say, 
“I saw 

it in 
The 

POST!”

TheRedBirdBistro & Grill

            Mussel Mondays 
                      2lbs of Mussels & a Bucket of 
                      6 domestic bottles of beer 
                      or a bottle of house wine 
                      $20.00 

T-Shirt Tuesdays
Wear your Red Bird T-Shirt on 
Tuesdays and get 20% off your 
food bill and all day happy hour 
drink prices.

Why Not Wednesdays 
Why not join us for our 
signature cheeseburger & 
domestic draft beer  

The

Red Bird
Bistro & Grill

$8

22 N. Main Street • Cedar Springs
616.263.9784

www.redbirdbg.com

Hours:
M - Th 11am - 10pm
F - Sat 11am - 11pm
Sunday 11am - 9pm

Happy Hour:
M - F 

2pm - 6pm

22 N. Main St. 
Cedar Springs 

616.263.9784 
www.redbirdbg.com
Hours: M-Th 11am-9pm

Sat 10am-10pm
Sun 10am-8pm

SEE SPECIALS at www.facebook.com/TheRedBirdBistroandGrill/

Curbside 
takeout
Tues - Sat 
11am-8pm

delivery
Tues - Sat
12pm-2pm 
and
5pm-8pm

Call 616-263-9784 
to place your order

We have beer, 
wine, spirits/liquor, 
and a Dutch themed 

food menu.

Bier Distillery • 5295 West River Dr. NE
Monday - Thursday:  Noon - 8pm • Friday & Saturday:  Noon - 9pm • Sunday:  Noon - 6pm

616-888-9746 • http://www.BierDistillery.com/OrderOnline • Located just one mile East of 5/3 Ball Park

We have and are making lots of hand sanitizer.

WE’RE OPEN!

Traditional Southern 
Style Smokers
 SATURDAYS 
11AM-7PM

DELI HOURS:
Tues-Thurs 11am - 3pm 

Fri-Sat11am - 7pm

INSIDE HANDY MKT. 4848 18 MILE ROAD | CEDAR SPRINGS MI
(Corner of 18 Mile & Northland Dr.)

mokeymokey
aturdaysaturdays

616.439.3010

10% OFF for workers in the 
medical field.

Call (616) 696-09994025 17 Mile Rd | Cedar Springs
(same parking  lot as TSC)

CARRY OUT AND CURBSIDE PICK UP AVAILABLE

Check out facebook for daily specials 

FULL MENU
Hours: 
Tuesday-Thursday 

11am to 9pm
Friday and Saturday 

11am to 10pm
Sunday 2pm to 8pm

T A K E  O U T .

S u p p o r t  y o u r  l o c a l  r e s t a u r a n t s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y .

S T A Y  I N .  


