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E. coli O157 illnesses
likely related to ground beef 

Woman charged in murder of boyfriend
By Judy Reed

A Sand Lake woman has 
been charged with sec-
ond-degree murder in the 
stabbing death of her boy-
friend.

Tricia Hill, 26, was ar-
raigned last week Thursday, 
May 8, in Newaygo County 
District Court in the May 5 
death of Charles Franklin 
Rainey III, 28. She was held 
on $250,000 bond.

Rainey and Hill lived in 
a home that Rainey had 
recently bought on 124th 
Street in Ensley Township. 
Hill’s six-year-old daugh-
ter and Rainey’s best friend 
were also living there. Hill 
called 911 about 9:30 p.m. 
May 5 reporting Rainey had 
been stabbed. When police 
and paramedics arrived at 
the home, Rainey was in 
the entryway. Resuscitation 
efforts were not success-
ful, and he was pronounced 
dead at the scene. An autop-
sy showed he had one stab 

wound to the heart.
Hill claimed they had 

been fighting all day and 
that it was self-defense. She 
reportedly told the court that 
the two were in the kitchen 
and that she grabbed a knife 
out of a cutting block as 
Rainey walked away from 
her toward the door. He then 
turned around to face her, 
and she stabbed him. 

Police believe she act-
ed out of anger and not in 
self-defense. 

Both the little girl and 
the roommate, Charley An-
derson, were both home at 
the time, but Anderson had 
been drinking and doesn’t 
remember anything.

Charley Rainey was the 
son of Charles Rainey Jr. 
and the late Mary Bradshaw 
Rainey. He graduated from 
Tri County High School in 
2005, according to his sis-
ter, Jennifer Rainey, 20. “He 
was outgoing, fun-loving, 
and good at making a bad 
situation good. He had lots 

of friends, everyone loved 
him,” she recalled. “He was 
a fixer-upper—he loved 
buying things and fixing 
them up, like houses and 
cars, and things like that.”

Jennifer said her brother 
met Hill and began dating 
her about two years ago. 
They soon moved in togeth-
er. “He loved that little girl, 
and treated her like she was 
his own,” she explained. 
“She was the reason he went 
back to her (Hill) after they 
broke up.”

But there was trouble in 
paradise. Jennifer said that 
Hill was abusive to Rainey 
throughout their relation-
ship, and it continued when 
the couple moved to Ten-
nessee last spring to be near 
Hill’s mother. “They bought 
a house down there. Then, 
she was arrested for domes-
tic abuse against him. He 
left in November and came 
back up here.” In the early 
part of this year, Charley 
went back down to Tennes-

see and got the two girls he 
loved.  

Jennifer doesn’t believe 
that Charley had any part in 
fighting with his girlfriend. 
“He would never harm any-
one. He was not a fighter. I 
hope she gets what she de-
serves.”

Rainey had worked for the 
local Hungry Howies before 
he left, and when he came 
back, he got a job working 
at the one in Sparta. 

Jennie Hayes, manager at 
the Cedar Springs Hungry 
Howies, said she had known 
Rainey, a former employee 

of hers, most all of his life. 
“His mother was my best 
friend,” she explained. 

She agreed with Jennifer 
that he wouldn’t hurt Hill. 
“He was raised not to harm 
anyone,” she said. Tears 
filled her eyes.

“He didn’t deserve this. 
All he tried to do was give 
that little girl a good life. 
It’s not fair.”

Visitation was held Tues-
day at Bliss Witters and 
Pike Funeral home. No ser-
vice has been planned.

Tricia Hill
Charles Rainey III

The aliens have landed?
A man in Solon Township woke up to a 

strange sight on Tuesday, May 6—something 
that looked like a deflated parachute hung from 
a tree, with a device attached to it by a cord. 

The man, who lives on 15 Mile Road between 
Algoma and Friendly Ln, investigated it and dis-
covered that it was a LMS6 Radiosonde weather 
instrument, with a label revealing where it came 
from. It had originated in Green Bay, Wisconsin 
the previous day, May 5. And it had flown all the 
way across Lake Michigan!

According to the National Oceanic Atmo-
sphere Administration (NOAA), twice a day, 
seven days a week, nearly 900 stations around 
the world (including at the NWS Weather Fore-
cast Office in Green Bay) release weather bal-
loons into the atmosphere to obtain upper air 
weather information. Under the helium or hydro-
gen-filled bal-
loon is a para-
chute, and a 
small instru-
ment, called 
a radiosonde, 
dangles on a 
string broad-
casting contin-
uous weather 
data back to the 
launch site. 

NOAA says, “The radiosonde consists of 
a radio transmitter, GPS, temperature sensor 
(called a thermistor), humidity sensor (called a 
hygristor), and pressure sensor. The winds aloft 
are computed from the measured elevations and 
location of the radiosonde at a given pressure 
(recall pressure decreases with elevation). The 
height of the balloon is also calculated. So, from 
this simple instrument, the complete tempera-
ture, moisture, wind and pressure field in the 
vicinity of the launch station can be obtained 
during its two-hour journey to nearly 100,000 
feet up into the atmosphere.”

The data it collects is the basic ingredient 
Aliens-continues on page 12

The Michigan 
Departments of 
Community Health 
(MDCH) and Ag-
riculture and Ru-
ral Development 
(MDARD) along 
with local health 
departments in 
Kent, Livingston, 
Oakland, Ottawa, 
and Washtenaw 
counties are inves-
tigating a cluster of 
recent illnesses due 
to the bacteria E. 
coli O157. 

Five confirmed 
Shiga-toxin pro-
ducing E. coli O157 
illnesses have been 
reported in adults 
between 20-41 
years of age, with symp-
tom onset dates from April 
22-May 1. Three individu-
als have been hospitalized. 
None of the ill individuals 
have developed hemolytic 
uremic syndrome (HUS), a 
severe complication of E. 
coli O157 infection, and no 
deaths have been reported.

Laboratory results sug-
gest these illnesses are 
linked to a common source. 
The investigation is ongo-
ing, and preliminary in-
formation collected from 
ill persons indicates that 
ground beef is most likely 
the source. Ill individuals 

ate undercooked ground 
beef at several different 
restaurants in multiple loca-
tions. MDARD is working 
with local health depart-
ments and the United States 
Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) to determine the 
source of the ground beef 
and how widely it was dis-
tributed.

“E. coli O157 illness-
es can be very serious or 
life-threatening, especially 
for young children, older 
adults, and people who are 
immuno-compromised,” 
said Dr. Matthew Davis, 
Chief Medical Executive at 

the MDCH. “Wheth-
er you cook at home 
or order in a restau-
rant, ground meats, 
including ground 
beef, should always 
be cooked thorough-
ly to the proper tem-
perature.”

They recommend 
cooking it to 160 de-
grees, and checking it 
with a food thermom-
eter that measures the 
internal temperature.

Some kinds of E. 
coli cause disease 
by making a toxin 
called Shiga toxin. A 
gastrointestinal infec-
tion caused by Shiga 
toxin-producing E. 
coli O157 can cause 

diarrhea (often bloody) and 
abdominal cramps three to 
four days after exposure (in-
cubation range 2-10 days). 
Most people get better with-
in five to seven days, but the 
elderly, infants, and those 
with weak immune systems 
are more likely to develop 
severe or even life-threat-
ening illness, such as he-
molytic uremic syndrome 
(HUS). Persons who are ill 
with these symptoms and 
have consumed ground 
beef recently should consult 
with their medical provider 
and ask about being tested 
for an E. coli infection.

Lynette Elder and Rene Coalter 
spent the last week in March in 
Hawaii, taking tours of the Is-
lands...
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Congratulations to Ken Mitz
and Cedar Cycle for 40 Years in Business!

Tickets to a Detroit Tigers Game 
4 Tickets with food vouchers, front row of Tiger Bullpen

great for autographs, pictures, and talking to players!

Celebrating our 29 year Anniversary!

Downtown CeDar SpringS

Cedar Cafe

40 n. Main Street 
616-696-9260

breakfast any time • home made soups • mexican • sandwiches & burgers

drawing for prizes will be on June 6, 2014!

with each food purchase you’re entered to win 
one of many great door prizes including: 

Stop in NOW thru June 5 to Celebrate with us! 

HourS: tueS.-Fri. 8aM-3pM
Sat. 8aM-1pM

We want everyone to know how much 
they are appreciated for being our 
friends and customers since 1985

Family owned since “1985”

Kids practice escaping fire 
By Sarah Read

The Post travels to Hawaii

What kind of bird is this?

Lynette Elder (blue shirt) 
and Rene Coalter spent the 
last week in March in Ha-
waii, taking tours of the Is-
lands of Oahu, Kona, and 
the Big Island. And they 
took the Post with them!

“We saw whales and 
dolphins, and enjoyed the 
sea turtles on Black Sand 

Beach. The one active volca-
no and the side of the moun-
tain where lava had hardened 
into fields of black rock was 
so different and interesting,” 
remarked Lynette. “We ate at 
a Luau, took a submarine ride 
and visited the Pearl Harbor 
Memorial. There is so much 
to see and do, on these beau-
tiful islands. We are so glad 
to have went on our “Dream 
Vacation” and learned about 
our 50th state!”

Are you going on vacation? 
Take the Post with you and 
snap some photos. Then send 
them to us with some info to 
news@cedarspringspost.com 
or mail them to Post travels, 
PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, 
MI 49319. We will be looking 
for yours!

These two birds are indi-
go buntings. They have 
some brown feathers, but 
not the wingbars (tipping 
the edges of the wings) 
that would be found on a 
blue grosbeak.

This National Audubon Bird Feeding book shows what a blue gros-
beak would look like. Notice the notation about the wingbars.

Jennifer August of 
Solon Township has 
been seeing some bright 
blue birds around her 
home, and this week she 
brought in some photos 
she had taken over the 
weekend.

“At first I had just one 
bird, and then by the end 
of the weekend, there 
were three,” she told us. 
She said at first she thought 
they were indigo buntings, 
but then after looking at her 

Elementary students from Greenville Michigan 
Homeschoolers enjoyed a fun Fire and Tornado 
Safety Day at their weekly co-op, at the Oakfield 
Christian Learning Center on Monday, May 12, 
thanks to the Oakfield Township Fire Department. 

Fire Chief, Don Riker, spoke with approxi-
mately 40 students, ages 2-12, about safety mea-
sures during emergency situations, such as severe 
weather/tornado warnings, and fire. Riker also 
brought the Fire Department’s smoke simulator, a 
trailer that fills with fog-like smoke, allowing chil-

dren to practice crawling and window escape. 
“I didn’t know you should wear shoes when 

you take cover from a tornado because of left-
over debris,” said Chloe Herzog, age 7. “I’m 
going to remember that.”

Oakfield Christian Learning Center, previ-

ously Oakfield Baptist Academy, is located on 
the corner of 14 Mile and Wabasis Avenue. For 
more information about the various homeschool 
groups and opportunities hosted there, email 
greenvillemichiganhomeschoolers@yahoo.
com.

BiRd-continues on page 12

bird book, wondered if they 
might be blue grosbeaks. 

We sent the photos on to 
our resident expert, Ranger 

Steve Mueller. Here is his 
response:

“The two look similar. 

Photos by S. Read.
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Friday Night
May 23rd

Howard City VFW

Howard City VFW - Post 3306
1101 S. Ensley Rd., Howard City | 231-937-5204

Grand
re-OpeninG

Friday
May 23rd

all
paper

lucky
binGO balls

Game

Doors open at 4:00 pm
bingo starts at 6:00 pm

Rowland’s
suRplus outlet

•  Tekton (Lifetime Warranty) Tools
•  Name Brand Health & Beauty 

Aids
•  Over the Counter Medications
•  Food & Snacks
•  Gloves
•  Tarps

Muskegon St.
Cedar Springs

Also visit our Greenville location public waRehouse 
for the same great deals - 1205 W.  Washington St. • Greenville

•  Hardware
•  Household Cleaning & Paper 

Products
•  Gift Items
•  Shop & Garage Equipment
•  Name Brand Closeouts - 
 Inventory Constantly Changing

616-696-9716

Free stroke screening in May
Tuesday, May 20 at United Lifestyles in Greenville

Stroke is the fourth leading cause of death in the United 
States and a leading cause of serious, long-term disability. Are 
you at risk? Do you know how to recognize the signs or what 
do if a loved one experienc-
es them?

“When you or a loved one 
suffers a stroke, it can be a 
frightening and overwhelm-
ing experience,” said Tim-
othy K. Thoits, MD, neu-
rologist, Spectrum Health 
Medical Group, interim medical director, Spectrum Health 
Stroke Centers. “It is possible to reduce the damage caused 
by the most common type of stroke, but only if treatment is 
given quickly. That’s why it is crucial patients get to a hospital 
immediately after experiencing symptoms of a stroke.”

In recognition of National Stroke Awareness Month, Spec-
trum Health is offering free stroke screening and education 
sessions throughout the month of May. 

Depending on where in the brain a stroke occurs and how 
soon treatment is sought, the effects may be very different.

A stroke occurs most often when blood flow to the brain 
stops because it is blocked by a clot. The brain cells in the 
immediate area begin to die because they stop getting the oxy-
gen and nutrients they need to function. This type of stroke is 
called ischemic stroke. Patients can also suffer from a hemor-
rhagic stroke that is caused by a blood vessel that breaks and 
bleeds in the brain.

Regardless of the type of stroke, patients need to be able to 
recognize the symptoms of a stroke, says Dr. Thoits.

Those symptoms include: 
• Sudden numbness or weakness of the face, arm or leg, es-

pecially on one side of the body

• Sudden confusion, trouble speaking or understanding 
speech

• Sudden trouble seeing in one or both eyes
• Sudden trouble walking, 

dizziness, loss of balance or 
coordination

• Sudden severe headache 
with no known cause

In recognition of Stroke 
Awareness Month, the 
American Stroke Associa-

tion is promoting the “FAST” message to help the public easi-
ly recall stroke symptoms and know what to do:

• Face – Ask the person to smile. Does one side of the face 
droop?

• Arms – Ask the person to raise both arms. Does one arm 
drift downward?

• Speech – Ask the person to repeat a simple phrase. Is 
speech slurred or strange?

To find out if you’re at risk and what you can do to 
prevent a stroke, stop in for a free 15-minute screening 

and education session at one of the events at either 
United Lifestyles, 701 S. Greenville, Dr., Suite 1, 

Greenville, or Kelsey Hospital, Family Consultation 
Room, 418 Washington Ave., Lakeview.

City Council Clips
by Judy Reed

Three running for Cedar Springs City 
Council

Three city residents have turned in petitions to run for two seats 
on City Council: Mark Fankhauser, incumbent; Perry Hopkins, 
owner of Perry’s Place LLC; and Pamela Conley, a former coun-
cil member. Fankhauser was appointed in the fall of 2012 to fill 
out the term of Neil Gomez, who resigned. Ken Benham, the oth-
er incumbent’s seat that is up for grabs, is not running again. 

Mark Laws, who ran as a candidate last year, took out a petition 
but did not return it, according to City Clerk Linda Christensen. 
He is the citizen behind the recall of councilors Patricia Troost 
and Ashley Bremmer, and he said he felt that there was too much 
going on with that. 

Candidates may still register as a write-in by October 24 at 4 
p.m., but their name will not appear on the ballot.

Reminder about grass cutting
City Manager Thad Taylor is reminding residents and business 

owners that the city has an ordinance that their lawn cannot be 
anymore than eight inches tall within 200 feet of any structure. 

“We are not going to come out with a ruler and tell you the 
grass is 8-1/4 inches tall,” remarked Taylor. “We are just asking 
for compliance and for people to do their part as good, responsible 
members of the community.”

The ordinance states that it is the owner or occupant’s responsi-
bility to maintain the lawn. If they don’t, the city can cut it or hire 
someone to do it, and then levy the costs as a special assessment 
on the property. “We don’t want to do that,” explained Taylor. 
“We just want the homeowners or tenants to be responsible so we 
can look good as a community.”

Proposal for Sheriff Department to do 
policing

With the retirement of Chief Roger Parent on the horizon, the 
City Council has decided to ask the Kent County Sheriff Depart-
ment to give them a proposal on what it would cost for them to 
take over the policing duties for Cedar Springs. The City already 
had a posting out for a police chief, but the question has come up 
a couple of times on whether money could be saved by going to 
the Sheriff Department instead of our own full time police force, 
so the Council directed City Manager Thad Taylor to check out 
what it would cost for them to provide the same level of service 

the city currently provides. 
On Tuesday, May 13, Taylor and Chief Parent (who previously 

was with the Sheriff Department) met with Sheriff Stelma and his 
staff. “We had some questions and got some clarifications, and left 
with a good understanding of what the expectations would be,” 
said Taylor. He noted that the Sheriff would get back to them on 
Monday and offer them a few different proposals. 

This is not the first time this has been considered. It was last 
considered around 2005 or 2006.

Response letter to alleged campaign 
finance violation

The City of Cedar Springs has hired the firm of Miller Can-
field to draft the response to the complaint filed against them by 
Mark Laws with the Secretary of State regarding a violation of the 
Michigan Campaign Finance Act. They received the notice of the 
complaint filed against each member of the City Council, the City 
Attorney and City Manager. The complaint alleged that Section 
57(1) of the MCFA, Michigan Compiled Law 169.257(1) prohib-
ited a public body or an individual acting on its behalf from using 
or authorizing the use of public resources to make a contribution 
or expenditure in an election.

The complaint alleged that members of the City Council autho-
rized an investigation concerning the truth or factual nature of the 
assertions presented on a recall petition. The letter stated the per-
sons named in the complaint could file a written response within 
15 business days of the receipt of the letter. Responses could be 
filed individually or collectively, Taylor said. The City Attorney 
had suggested that since he was also named in the complaint, that 
the City use another law firm to draft a response. He had suggest-
ed using Miller, Canfield as the law firm to draft the response. 

Taylor said that the city got an extension until May 27 file the 
response. Some members of the council have reserved the right 
to review the letter before signing, and some may send their own 
letter.

The Post asked Taylor if by spending money on this, would 
they be committing the same alleged offense again, since it was 
related to the recall? He explained that they didn’t want to spend 
the money, but since this is a criminal offense they are defending 
themselves against, they felt they needed a lawyer to do it. The 
letter is currently being drafted. 

• Time – If you observe any of these signs, call 9-1-1 im-
mediately.

Spectrum Health is dedicated to stroke patients and offers 
a full range of care. Spectrum’s regional community hospital 
emergency departments are connected to the experts at Butter-
worth and Blodgett hospitals in Grand Rapids, which are rec-
ognized as Primary Stroke Centers, providing the highest level 
of comprehensive stroke treatments. After a stroke, Spectrum 
Health offers all levels of specialized rehabilitation therapy 
services and recovery support. An online stroke risk assess-
ment can be found at www.spectrumhealth.org/strokerisk for 
those who want to learn their personal risk factors and what 
they can do to prevent a stroke.

More information about stroke is available at www.spec-
trumhealth.org/stroke.
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ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm

Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

Pastor: Robert Eckert
sunday Worship: 10 aM

Bible study: 11:15 aM Monday

enhance fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
www.coumc.com

























Pastor Mary Ivanov

sunday schedule:
TWO WOrshIP serVIces  at 9:00 a.m.
 and 11:30 a.m.

suPerVIsed nursery care PrOVIded
10:00 a.m.  coffee Fellowship downstairs
10:15 a.m.  christian education FOr all aGes

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)
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The Church of God Fellowship Group of Michigan

1763 Stumpf Blvd. • Gretna, LA 70056
(504) 367-2005 • www.thecogmi.org

is affiliated with...
Sabbath Services are held the 2nd thru 5th 

Saturdays of the month at the 
Comfort Inn - 4155 28th St. SE. 

Services begin at 1:00 p.m.
Minister Bruce Chapman (616) 636-9209

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 5pm
Sunday Youth Group 6:30pm 
Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

F i r s 
b a p t i s t  c h u r c h

of cedar springs

233 s. Main street
696-1630

Mary Queen of Apostles Church/St. Clara Mission
Roman Catholic Faith Community

One W. Maple | Sand Lake, MI | 636-5671
Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm
Mass at St. Clara (4584 N. Bailey Rd., Coral, MI) Easter-October  

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

Blessed John Paul II Parish
Roman Catholic Faith Community
3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30pm • Sundays at 10:00 am & 5:00 pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sundays @ 
9:45 AM 

& 11:15 AM

135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Oak & Grant) | 616.696.2970
w w w. t h e s p ri n g s c h u rc h . i n f o

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

two Services: 
9:30AM & 
11:15AM
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Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM
scwchurch.org

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

     Pioneer Christian Reformed Church 
  Services at Cedarfield Community Center 
      3592 17 Mile RD NE (Next to Meijer) 
 Phone: 696-9120  Web: www.pioneercrc.org 
           Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM 
                     Pastor: Jim Alblas   
 

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pastor: Jim Alblas

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller

Worship Service 9:30 am • Children’s Church 9:30 am
Family Night - Thursdays 5:30-7pm

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

From the Pulpit

God’s Little Insturction Book - Honor Books

Sometimes we are so busy 
adding up our troubles that we 
forget to count our blessings.

I will remember the works of the Lord: surely I will 
remember thy wonders of old. I will meditate also 

of all thy work, and talk of thy doings. 
Psalm 77:11, 12

Pastor Craig T. Owens
http://craigtowens.com

Worship Every Sunday at 10:30am
810 17 Mile Road, Cedar Springs

at the corner of 17 Mile and Olin Lakes
www.cscalvary.org

(616) 696-8708
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puLpIt - continues on page 12

HUNTOON - LINDEMAN
Darrell and Heather Huntoon of Idaho Springs, Colorado 
are pleased to announce the engagement of their daughter, 
Meghan Irene Huntoon to Ryan Kelly Lindeman, son of 
Amy and Andrew Lindeman of Great Falls, Montana. 
Grandparents of the bride are; Max and Loretta Huntoon 
of Sand Lake, Michigan, Carol Brooks of Howard City, 
Michigan, Phillip Brooks of Kissimmee, Florida, and great 
grandma Betty Goller of Rockford, Michigan.  The couple 
met while attending Montana State University. The bride 
earned her master’s degree in experimental psychology. 
Meghan is currently a doctoral student at Northern Illinois 
University. Ryan will graduate with his bachelor’s degree 
this coming May. The groom is employed as an Army 
combat medic. The pair will marry August 2, 2014 in 
Central City, Colorado.

To the Cedar Springs Community : 
On April 26, 2014 our family home suffered a fire. We were 
very lucky, all of our family members (pets included) got out 
safely. We’d like to express heartfelt gratitude to the firemen 
and policemen who responded to our call, especially for getting 
it out quickly to avoid greater damage. We’d also like to give a 
big thank you to all the members of our community who have 
reached out in any way to our family during this time of crisis.
And a special thank you to Marsha Stephens, who’s generous 
gift came at a time we desperately needed it. Thank you and 
God bless.

Sincerely, 
Belinda & Mike Sanderson, Autumn Schovey, Alixan 

Spaulding, Alanna Miller, and Nate & Mac Minnema

Two Convenient Locations Serving Your Needs 

You Have A Choice… There Is A Difference. 
Grant Chapel 
45 E. Main Street 
Grant, MI 49327 

Phone: (231) 834-5613 

Newaygo Chapel 
226 State Road 

Newaygo, MI 49337 
Phone: (231) 652-5613 

David J. Fields 
Licensed Funeral Director-Owner 

A.J. McKinley 
Licensed Funeral Director-Retired 

Charles M. McKinley 
Licensed Funeral Director 

www.fieldsmckinley.com 

Pastor Tom Holloway
SOLON CENTEr WESLEyAN 

CHUrCH
15671 Algoma, Cedar Springs (just north of 19 Mile)

TUrN ArOUND
As I write this article I am coming off of preaching 

my “Mother’s Day” sermon, and trying to encourage the 
mothers in our church to turn around and take notice of 

the things around you that you might miss. Not the kinds of 
things like a spot on the carpet, or the dust on a ceiling fan. 
Instead we are talking about the things that aren’t obvious 
until you put on a new type of lens—a spiritual lens you 
might say.  

The Apostle Paul in his letter to the church at Corinth 
tells them this… 

2 Corinthians 3:15-18 “15 Even to this day when Moses 
is read, a veil covers their hearts. 16 But whenever any-
one turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 Now the 
Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there 
is freedom. 18 And we all, who with unveiled faces reflect 
the Lord’s glory, are being transformed into his image with 
ever-increasing glory, which comes from the Lord, who is 
the Spirit.”

When we turn to the Lord, when we make a choice to fol-
low after Jesus, we get a gift, 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
When we receive that gift, 
the lens that we look through 
will change. That lens will 
allow us to see with new 
eyes, and we will then be 
able to see what God wants 
us to see, not only about 
ourselves (it does that in 
the form of encouragement 
when we need it, correction 
when we need it, and joy 
when we need it) but it also 
gives us a heart for others.  

What I challenged the 
mothers in our congregation 
to do is the same thing I’m 
challenging you with today. 
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Dear Steven,
We are so proud 
of you! We couldn’t 
ask for a better son. 
Follow your heart 
and God’s leading, 
and there won’t be 
anything you can’t 
accomplish. 

Love, Mom and Dad

Steven Reed
Cedar Springs High School

Congratulate Your Grad

Mail to: Cedar Springs Post, “Congrats Grad,” 36 E. Maple St., 
P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Show the Cedar 
Springs Area that 
you are proud of 
your graduate! 

You can have your         
announcement appear in 
our graduation section 

printed in 5,000 copies of 
your local newspaper for 
only $25 (actual size)

Send in a brief message 
with a picture of your 

choice. Must be in 
by Monday, June 2nd.

Graduate’s Name:____________________________
School:_____________________________________
Your Message:_______________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________
___________________________________________

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeek

Arts/entertAinment
ometownometown
HappeningsHH

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service for non-profit 
agencies only. Due to popular demand for placement in this section, we 
can no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This 
is not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. Guaranteed 
placement is $10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can email your 
Hometown Happenings to happenings@cedarspringsPOST.com please 
include name and phone number for any questions we may have.

Gallery Night at Creative Technologies
May 17: Creative Technologies Academy is having its 
1st Annual Gallery Night and Open House featuring CTA 
student artwork. Dessert and punch will be served as you 
browse artwork inspired from artists studied during the 
school year. From pottery to pop art to textiles, our students 
will amaze you! Saturday, May 17 from 3 to 6 pm, 350 Pine 
St., Cedar Springs. 616-696-4905. #19,20p

Garage Sale Benefit
May 17: “Garage” Sale, Saturday, May 17th at the Cedar 
Rock Sports Plex, from 8 am to 2 pm. Proceeds to benefit 
Cradles of Grace, an extended care pregnancy support 
organization dedicated to inspiring life transformation 
through the love of Christ in women who have chosen life 
for their unplanned pregnancy. #19,20p

Miss Sand Lake Pageant
May 17: Calling all girls for the 2014 “Miss Sand Lake” 
(ages 16-20) and the “Junior Miss Sand Lake” (ages 11-15) 
which will be held on Saturday, May 31 at the VFW Hall in 
Sand Lake. You must attend Tri-County Schools or live in 
Sand Lake. Get your entry form at Hometown Pizza or Tri-
County Schools by May 17. For more information contact 
Susie Dever at 616-799-1244. #20

Faith Based Guitar Boot Camp
May 19: A basic training for guitar will be taught at the 
Cedar Springs United Methodist Church. Registration 
will be held Monday May 19th at 6 pm. Students must 
be registered on this date. To register, enter at the South 
door located on Church Street. Class size is limited to 12 
students, first come, first serv. Registration fee is $55. A 
parent or guardian is required to sign. Guitar and supplies 
are furnished. Classes will be Monday evenings for 12 
weeks starting June 2nd. Classes will provide a time for 
prayer and devotion. #17-20p

Dinner at the Legion
May 19: American Legion, 80 Main St. Cedar Springs, is 
hosting a Swiss steak dinner on Monday, May 19th, from 5 
– 7 pm. Included will be mashed potatoes and gravy, baked 
beans, veggies, salad, dessert 
and drinks. The cost is $9 
for adults, children (15 and 
younger) $4.50. Come and 
enjoy home cooking. Take 
out is available. 616-696-
9160. #20p

History of Montcalm Heritage Village
May 21: Explore the history of Montcalm Heritage Village, 
which has grown from two buildings in 1986 to more than 
25 today. Learn about the people who lived in and among 
these structures in days gone by and those who have labored 
to reconstruct and preserve them, and bring them to life. 
“History of Heritage Village” meets on May 21 from 6 to 9 
pm at the MCC’s Ash TLC in Greenville. The cost is $5.00. 
Advance registration is required. Visit www.moncalm.edu/
careerdevelopment or call MCC’s Greenville Campus at 
616-754-7706 for more information. #20

Beyblades at KDL
May 24: Test your skills and have fun competing in KDL’s 
Beyblade Battles! Bring your own Beyblades and arenas, or 
train and compete using the library;s equipment. For ages 
6 and older. Saturday, May 24th at 10:30 am. Sand Lake/ 
Nelson Township KDL branch, 88 Eighth St. #20

Memorial Cemetery Walk
May 25: The Cedar Springs Historical Society is holding its 
14th annual Memorial Cemetery Walk on Sunday, May 25th 
at 2 pm. This year we will honor the following representative 
veterans of all wars; War of 1812, Henry Ralph Phelps; 
Civil War, Daniel Dove; Spanish American War, Custer 
Borst; World War I, John Manbeck; World War II, Richard 
Arnold; Korea, Douglas Hamel; Vietnam, Kenneth Heaton. 
Biographical and historical information will be presented 
at each grave site. The Glen Hill Post of the American 
Legion honor guard will assist in the presentation. Meet at 
the museum in Morley Park at 2 pm. Transportation will be 
provided to Elmwood Cemetery and back to the museum 
for refreshments. If there are severe weather warnings we 
will cancel the event. In the event of rain we will do the 
presentations at the museum. #20,21p

Auditions for August Play 
June 2,3: Call for auditions for Cedar Springs Community 
Player’s August Production: “Seek Immediate Medical 
Attention,”  June 2 & 3, 2014 at the Cedar Springs United 
Methodist Church from 6:30 to 8:00 pm.  Synopsis: A 
lovesick receptionist, a doctor with nagging migraines, 
a sexy physician’s assistant with an itch that can’t be 
scratched.  There’s almost nothing that can’t be cured with 
modern medicine and a little therapy, but sometimes the 
cure is worse than the disease.  Written and directed by local 
playwright David Schmuker.  Needed are 5-8 adult men, 4-5 
adult women, 1 teen boy and 1 teen girl.  Evening rehearsals 
start the week of June 16th. Performance dates are August 
7, 8 & 9 at the historic Kent Theatre in downtown Cedar 
Springs.  Questions? Call Jon at 616-263-9363.  www.
cedarspringscommunityplayers.org.  #20,21p

6 N. First Street
616-696-2616

JuNe 14th
5K LifeRun (8:00 am)

Kid’s FunRun! (9:15 am)
LifeWalk (10am)

Morley Park, Cedar Springs

Pledge forms available at 
Alpha Family Center, area churches, 
and online alphafamilycentercs.org

May 16, 17, 23, 24 @ 7:30pM
Sunday Matinee - May 18 @ 3pM

Kent theatre
8 N. Main St., Cedar Springswww.kenttheatre.com

Live on Stage

616-696-SHOW(7469)

TickeTS: $1500 at the door
$1200 in advance $600 under 18

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

cOming SOOn!

‘Fish and visitors both smell after three days.’ But when the visitor is the mother~in~law, 
every mans fear turns into reality. When the visit becomes permanent, Steve Archer must 

do something. Follow his hilarious and ill~conceived attempts to reclaim his house.

a comedy by Scott Phillips

May 30 - JUne 1 JUne 6-8

Fish & Visitors

a comedy by 

Scott Phillips

Kent Theater

8 N. Main St., Cedar Springs, MI

May 16, 17, 23, 24 @ 7:30 PM & Sunday, May 18 @ 3:00 PM

Tickets:  $12 Advance; $15.00 at the door; Under 18 Years Old: $6.00

Advance Tickets available at:

Cedar Springs Library       Alpha Omega Coffee Shop

Fish & Visitors

a comedy by 

Scott Phillips

Kent Theater

8 N. Main St., Cedar Springs, MI

May 16, 17, 23, 24 @ 7:30 PM & Sunday, May 18 @ 3:00 PM

Tickets:  $12 Advance; $15.00 at the door; Under 18 Years Old: $6.00

Advance Tickets available at:

Cedar Springs Library       Alpha Omega Coffee Shop

Fish & Visitors

a comedy by 

Scott Phillips

Kent Theater

8 N. Main St., Cedar Springs, MI

May 16, 17, 23, 24 @ 7:30 PM & Sunday, May 18 @ 3:00 PM

Tickets:  $12 Advance; $15.00 at the door; Under 18 Years Old: $6.00

Advance Tickets available at:

Cedar Springs Library       Alpha Omega Coffee Shop

At CS Library & 
Alpha Omega Coffee Shop

Memorial Day Service 
in Algoma Township

Algoma Township Historical Society is hosting a Memo-
rial Day Service on Monday, May 26, 2014, at 1:00 P.M. 
at Memorial Park (Located on the south end of the Algoma 
Township Cemetery on Grange Ave., south of 13 Mile Rd.)

The service will include the “3rd Michigan Volunteer 
Infantry Co. F” re-enactment group 21-gun salute, Taps, 
Algoma Baptist Church Choir, and other participants.

This service will honor all Algoma Township’s Veterans 
and Active duty servicemen and women.

Following the ceremony Refreshments will be served by 
the Algoma Township Historical Society.

Forgetfulness 
While on a car trip, an old couple stopped at a roadside restaurant 
for lunch. The old woman unfortunately left her glasses on the 
table, but didn’t miss them until they were back on the highway.  
By then, they had to travel quite a distance before they 
could find a place to turn around. The old man grum-
bled and complained all the way back to the restaurant.  
When they finally arrived, the old woman got out of the car to 
retrieve her glasses. As she walked away, the old man called after 
her. “While you’re in there, you may as well get my hat, too!” 



New Equipment for Spring
Out with the old,  In with the NEW!

• Mantis Tiller
• Billygoat Thatcher & Seeder
• Bandit 6” & 12” Chippers
• Caterpillar Bulldozer
• Airlessco Paint Sprayers
• Bobcat Skid Steers & Excavators
• Terex Material Handler
• Genie 50’ lift
• John Deere Tractors
• MK Diamond Tile Saws

3575 - 14 Mile Rd. • Cedar Springs Make your reservation TODAY!  616-866-7670
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LocaLLy owned & operated in cedar Springs
8370 Benham St., cedar Springs, MI 49319

30 years experience 616-866-7655

Hail
Storm
& inSurance
SpecialiStS!

Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you caN’t fluSh... you may NEEd uS!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060

w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

SPringDiggin’
The Secret to a Bountiful Garden and Beautiful Landscape 
by Melinda Myers

Iris and Columbine can add beauty to the landscape, but be-
fore planting anything it’s important to make sure the soil is 
properly prepared.

Spring is here and the garden 
centers are filled with beautiful 
plants. Many of us are making 
our way to one or more of our 
favorite garden shops.  We 
leave with a car full of beauti-
ful flowers and healthy vegeta-
bles with hopes of a bountiful 
harvest.

But before that first plant 
goes into the ground, make 
sure your soil is properly pre-
pared. Though not the most 
glamorous part of gardening, it 
is the first and most important 
step in creating a beautiful and 
productive garden.

Start by adding some com-
post, aged manure or a garden 
soil labeled for flowers and 
vegetables to this year’s shop-
ping list. You’ll need about two 
2-cubic-ft bags of soil additive 
to cover 25 square feet of gar-
den two inches deep. Calculate 
your garden size by measuring 

the length times the width, so 
you are sure to purchase all 
you need.

Once the car is unloaded 
the fun begins. Work the soil 
when it is moist, but not wet. A 
simple test can help with this. 
Grab a handful of soil and gen-
tly squeeze. Then gently tap it 
with your finger. If it breaks 
into smaller pieces, it is ready 
to work. If it stays in a wet ball, 
wait for the soil to dry slightly 
before digging in. Otherwise 
you will compact the soil, re-
duce drainage and create clods 
and crusty soil that you’ll be 
fighting all season long.

Start by digging several 
inches of compost, aged ma-
nure, or a product like Schul-
tz garden soil for flowers and 
vegetables into the top 12 inch-
es of soil. These materials im-
prove drainage in heavy clay 
soils and increase water-hold-
ing ability in sandy soils.

Spread the organic matter 
over the soil surface of the 
garden bed. Use a shovel or 
rototiller to blend the organic 
matter into the soil. Rake the 
area smooth and level or make 
a slight crown in the middle 
of the bed.  Crowning the bed 
slightly can increases visu-
al impact of flowers and can 
help keep soil in the bed and 
out of the surrounding lawn or 
mulch.

Don’t skip this step even if 
you applied these materials last 
year. Yearly applications of or-
ganic matter continue to build 
quality soil and improve your 
gardening results.

Apply the type and amount 
of fertilizer recommended by 
your soil test report. If this in-
formation is not available use 
about three pounds of a low 
nitrogen slow release fertilizer 
for every 100 square feet of 
garden. Check the back of your 

fertilizer bag for more details.
Once the soil is prepared it 

is time to plant. Carefully slide 
your transplants out of their 
container. Gently loosen any 
circling roots. Plant flowers 
and vegetables in the prepared 
planting bed then water thor-
oughly.

Mulch the soil surface with 
a one to two inch layer of 
pine straw, evergreen nee-
dles, shredded leaves or other 
organic material. These help 
suppress weeds, conserve 
moisture and improve the soil 
as they decompose.

Seem like too much 
work?  Investing time pre-
paring the soil at the start of 
the season will save you time 
throughout the season. You’ll 
spend less time watering, 
managing pests and replacing 
struggling or dead plants. This 
gives you more time to harvest 
beautiful flowers for bouquets, 

vegetables for your favorite 
recipes, or just to sit, relax and 
enjoy your landscape.

Make this the year to start 
building a strong foundation 
for a healthy and productive 
garden.

Gardening expert, TV/ra-
dio host, author & columnist 

Melinda Myers has more than 
30 years of horticulture expe-
rience and has written over 
20 gardening books, Myers is 
also a columnist and contribut-
ing editor for Birds & Blooms 
magazine. Myers’ web site, 
www.melindamyers.com, of-
fers gardening videos and tips.
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24 HR Emergency Service

616-754-9900 or Toll Free 1-866-640-0200

Installation/Repair

New Construction/Remodel

Furnace/Fireplaces/Heat Pump/Boiler/

Air Conditioning/Kitchen/Bath

Certified Backflow Testing & Repair

Sewer & Drain Cleaning & Replacement

Utility company rebates 
are still available 

Call Today for details!

OutdOOrs

*EARLY BIRD FOURSOME SPECIAL*

CSP

Golf at 
tHE FALLs 

at BArBEr CrEEK
Four players for the                           

price of thREE
We’re located at 16030 Barber Creek Road, Kent 

City, Michigan 49330 (between Sparta Ave & Barber 
Creek Road and 19 Mile Road & 20 Mile Road)

Please Call for a tee time 
reservation at

(616) 675-7345
*Come check us out! We really believe you’ll love 

our beautiful course and friendly atmosphere. 
Bring this coupon to redeem

DNR creel clerks to collect angler 
information 

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche

Vernal Ponds

Be careful of Salmonella 
in reptiles and amphibians 

Rich vital habitats known 
as vernal ponds, burst with 
music during spring in neigh-
borhoods. Vernal ponds are 
temporary but contain wa-
ter into summer. Most lose 
standing water during the 
summer months but might 
keep shallow pools. They are 
vital habitats for frogs and 
salamanders because their 
drying prevents fish survival.

Fish eat eggs and tadpoles 
in permanent water reducing 
amphibian survival. Ephem-
eral ponds contain water long 
enough for the tadpoles to 
transform to adult air breath-
ing individuals. Once grown, 
they leave the pools and re-
turn to reproduce in subse-
quent springs. 

In essence, life springs 
from temporary spring ponds. 
Frogs and salamanders move 
to woodland habitats and wild 
residential yards to feast on 
insects and worms. In sum-
mer, my daughter found daily 
roosts for Gray Tree Frogs in 
nooks at corners of the house 
siding. At night they come 
out to feed. American Toads 
dig holes in the garden under 
footpath stones or rocks for 
daytime hiding. At night they 
sits like a stone statues wait-
ing for insects or worms. 

The first songs of spring 
come from Wood Frogs that 
are an obligate vernal pond 
species. That means they 
cannot survive without tem-
porary ponds. Their singing 
starts when some ice remains. 
Loud and abundant songs 
come from Spring Peepers 
and Western Chorus Frogs 
during April and May. These 
tiny frogs have bodies the 
size of an adult’s thumbnail. 
When you walk by a pond, 
they quiet but if you stop and 
sit a few minutes the choral 
group resumes its serenade. 
First one brave individual 
starts and quickly others join. 

Egg masses are laid and 
males fertilize them. Eggs 
develop in two to three weeks 
depending on temperature 
and tadpoles hatch. They 
breathe with gills while feed-

ing on plant material. Tails 
absorb and disappear as legs 
grow. By the time the pond is 
drying, breathing transforms 
from external gills to inter-
nal lungs. They also breathe 
through a thin moist skin that 
must stay moist to function. 

When the frogs leave 
the ponds to take up sum-
mer residence in forest and 
shrublands, they usually 
stay within 700 hundred feet 
of breeding pools. Having 
many small vernal ponds 
throughout the woodlands is 
important. Temporary ponds 
frequently get filled during 
construction of housing de-
velopments. If you are fortu-
nate, you might have a vernal 
pond near you. 

A neighbor advertised he 
wanted free clean fill for a 
vernal pond on his property. 
Contractors looking to dis-
pose of material obliged and 
after several years filled this 
pond. The owner now has 
high dry ground posted for 
sale. It is temping to destroy 
nature niches to increase 
family income. I encourage 
people to value the lives and 
the benefits provided by wild 
neighbors by allowing their 
home to exist. 

Allowing wild places in 

your yard is a way for nature 
to thrive among our growing 
human urban/suburban pop-
ulation land development. 
Nature’s life forms are a gift 
trying to share living space 
with us. We can be stewards 
of the natural world by allow-
ing life’s places to abound. 

Many wildlife species de-
pend on amphibians. Even 
if you do not see frogs, they 
are important members of the 
food chain. I appreciate frogs 
for song, as agents of natural 
insect control, and appreci-
ate they share our residence. 
Sparingly use fertilizers and 
pesticides. A well-mani-
cured garden and lawn looks 
beautiful but usually spells 
death to most life. I prefer 
abundance of life instead of 
a picture perfect yard. Orga-
nizations schedule outings to 
Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary 
to experience life where over 
100 bird species, 24 mammal 
species, 11 amphibians, and 
51 butterfly species enrich 
our lives. We’ve document-
ed about 250 plant species. A 
trout fisherman was hopeful 
at creek side recently.   

Natural history questions 
or topic suggestions can be 
directed to Ranger Steve 
(Mueller) at odybrook@char-
termi.net Ody Brook, 13010 
Northland Dr, Cedar Springs, 
MI 49319-8433.  616-696-
1753.

As this year’s open-water fishing season 
gets started, the Department of Natural Re-
sources reminds anglers that over the next 
few months Fisheries Division personnel 
will be visiting lakes, rivers and Great 
Lakes ports to collect data about anglers’ 
fishing excursions.  DNR creel clerks will 
be stationed at boat launches and piers, ask-
ing returning anglers questions about their 
fishing trips. The clerks will collect infor-
mation on trip length, target species and 
number of fish caught. In some cases, they 
may ask to measure or weigh fish and to 
take scale samples. It usually takes only 
a couple of minutes to answer the ques-
tions and the DNR appreciated anglers’ 

to track recreational fisheries 
across Michigan’s waters of 
the Great Lakes. This is one of 
the most comprehensive angler 
survey programs in the coun-
try, with DNR creel clerks in-
terviewing upwards of 50,000 
anglers in most years.  “This 
program helps us gather infor-
mation that is critical in man-
aging the state’s fisheries,” said 
DNR fisheries biologist Tracy 
Kolb.  Anglers may visit the 

DNR website to see surveys of the Great 
Lakes ports from previous years. Data on 
inland waters also is available on the site. 

Photos courtesy of Michigan DNR

cooperation.   These efforts are part of the 
DNR’s Statewide Angler Survey Program, 
a long-term monitoring program designed 

The Department of Natural 
Resources’ Fisheries Divi-
sion is advising the public to 
be very cautious if handling 
reptiles and amphibians, as 
they can be carriers of Sal-
monella bacteria. Whenever 
possible, wild reptiles and 
amphibians should be left in 
the wild unless they are be-
ing harvested according to 
state regulations.

“As the weather warms 
and spring turns into sum-
mer, people are reminded 
that if they handle any rep-
tiles or amphibians, they 
should wash their hands 
thoroughly before moving 
on to their next activity,” 
said DNR fisheries biologist 
Tom Goniea. “Reptiles and 
amphibians have the poten-
tial to carry Salmonella on 

their bodies and transmit the 
bacteria regardless of how 
clean or healthy the wild-
life appear. Furthermore, an-
imals may carry the germs 
whether they are pets, at a 
school, in a petting zoo, or 
in the wild.”

The U.S. Centers for Dis-
ease Control reports that 
each year, Salmonella caus-
es an estimated 1.2 million 
illnesses, 23,000 hospitaliza-
tions and 450 deaths in the 
U.S. Common symptoms 
include diarrhea, fever and 
abdominal cramps (within 
12 to 72 hours after infec-
tion) that last four to seven 
days. Although most people 
recover without treatment, 
the severity of the illness can 
lead to hospitalization.

A new U.S. Food and 

Drug Administration bro-
chure explains the connec-
tion between reptiles and 
amphibians and Salmonella 
and offers some precautions 
people can take to limit their 
risk of getting sick. The 
emphasis of the brochure 
is on small turtles, because 
children are more likely to 
come into contact with them 
and then touch their mouths 
or eyes. However, the sug-
gested precautions can be 
applied to all reptiles and 
amphibians. 

For more information 
and to download the bro-
chure, visit http://www.
fda.gov/AnimalVeterinary/
ResourcesforYou/Animal-
HealthLiteracy/ucm247899.
htm.   

Support YOUR local newspaper
Attention Businesses!

and give back to the community you serve! 

advertise in 

Call a Sales Rep TODAY!
616-696-3655

Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed

Clean up crew
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SportS

Class of
2014

Baccalaureate
“Staying The Course”

Date: Sunday, May 18th, 2014
Time: 6:00 p.m.
Place: Cedar Springs High School Auditorium
Who: All graduating seniors (Cedar Springs High School, New Beginnings, and 
 home school graduating seniors)
What is Baccalaureate?
Baccalaureate is a celebration of what God has done in the life of our school and our 
students over the previous 4 years. This event is open to all graduating students, 
families, and the community. A gift will be provided for all graduates in attendance.

Questions: Contact Pastor Tom Holloway at 616.696.1458.
PLEASE JOIN US ON FACEBOOK 
TO STAY UP ON ALL PROGRAMS AS WELL!

204 E. Muskegon • Cedar Springs, MI 49319
Ph: 616-696-7320 • Fax: 616-696-3755

www.csaparksandrec.com • email: director@csaparksandrec.com
Open Monday-Wednesday at Hilltop 8:30am-3pm

• Track camp June 9-11 (2nd-8th grades)
• Tennis camp for elementary students in 

June, for ms & Hs students in July
 (k-12th grades)
• Boys BaskeTBall camp June 16-19
 (3rd-9th grades)
• Girls BaskeTBall camp June 23-26
 (3rd-8th grades)
• soccer camp June 23-25 (3rd-12th grades)
• VolleyBall camp various dates in July
 k-12th grades)

learninG WiTH liTeracy sUmmer WorksHop
                monDay-WeDnesDay 9-11:30am
                JUly 14-aUGUsT 6
moVinG WiTH maTH sUmmer WorksHop
                monDay-WeDnesDay 9-11:30am
                JUly 14-aUGUsT 6

Olympic athlete visits Cedar Teams

Girls track finishes fourth in OK 
Bronze conference meet
Weiler takes conference championship in 3200-meter run

Varsity softball 
goes 6-2 last week
By Kendra Coons

The varsity softball team played a total of eight games last 
week. The girls were faced with three conference games, and a 
tournament in Gilbraltar, Michigan on Saturday May 10. Unfor-
tunately, the team went 6-2 throughout the week. Their overall 
record is now 12-14. 

On Monday, May 5 the team played their last conference game 
against Forest Hills Eastern. This game was originally scheduled 
for Thursday May 1, but was rescheduled due to weather. This 
game was a hard fought battle between both teams until the sixth 
and seventh inning, when FHE scored two runs. Senior first base-
man Michaela Kulak and junior shortstop Aubree Mouthaan led 
the team with two hits each. Cedar Springs took the loss 0-2.

“The team played great in the field and made no errors, but the 
bats were silent,” commented head coach Bill VanHorn. 

Then on Tuesday, May 6 Cedar Springs went up against con-
ference rival West Catholic for a double header at home. In the 
first game, Cedar Springs defeated WC 11-6. The leading hitters 
for that game were senior catcher Taylor Baker with two hits and 
three RBI’s, junior leftfielder Allison Snavley with two hits, senior 
centerfielder Charlie Saylor with a two run homerun, and senior 
second baseman Kendra Coons with two RBI’s. Junior pitcher 
Allyson Arnold took home the win in the circle only allowing 10 
hits. In the second game, West Catholic came back fighting and 
defeated Cedar Springs 7-3. Mouthaan and Saylor both had two 
hits. Junior pitcher Josi Whipple added a loss to her record. Whip-
ple only allowed three earned runs and struck out three batters and 
walked four. 

On Thursday, May 8, Cedar Springs played West Catholic once 
again. The Falcons ended up taking home the series defeating the 
Red Hawks 10-0 in the sixth inning. Baker had two hits for the 
Red Hawks and junior third baseman Alexis Lucarelli had one hit. 

“The win against West Catholic was a big one for us. We need 
to put together two good games in a row,” said VanHorn. 

Then on Saturday the Red Hawks traveled to Gilbraltar for the 
Gilbraltar Carlson Cancer Tournament. The team went 3-1 in the 

tournament. In the first game, 
the Red Hawks went up against 
fourth ranked division one team 
Farmington Hills Mercy and 
were defeated 17-2. Then Cedar 
Springs faced Flat Rock, and 
were defeated 12-2. The team 
also played Dearborn twice and 
split with them in the tourna-
ment. The first game was 10-7 
with Dearborn taking home the 
win, and the second was 8-2 
with Cedar Springs bringing in 
their first win of the tournament. 
Leading hitters for the tourna-
ment for the Red Hawks were 
Kulak with two hits, Coons with 
two hits and two RBI’s, senior 
right fielder Brittney Robinson 
with five hits and four RbIs, 
Mouthaan with two hits, Bak-
er with two hits, and freshmen 
Reagan Hickok with two hits 

Shayne Mann in the 3200-meter relay.

Track and field athletes in 
Cedar Springs got a real treat 
last week. Middle school as 
well as high school athletes 
gathered to listen to advice 
from a world-class athlete—
three-time Olympian Dathan 
Ritzenhein. The runner visit-
ed Cedar Springs to speak to 
the teams and join them on a 
run around the campus. 

Ritzenhein, who graduated 
from Rockford High School 
in 1991 and set several state 
and national records, ex-
plained to the students the 
importance of working hard. 
“When I was starting with 
running, I was not that good. 
I was a middle-of-the-pack 
runner,” he said. 

Times change. His career 
has taken him through col-
lege and into professional 
distance racing where he has 
represented the United States 
in three Olympic Games. 

Ritzenhein said he enjoys seeing the 
passion the younger runners have for 
the sport. 

Middle school track runner Sarah 
Martin said, “I thought it was interest-
ing what he shared about working hard 
and seeing the payoff.”

While Ritzenhein said he had benefit-
ed from hard athletic work in school, he 
advised the runners to try to enjoy their 

time as students. “Just enjoy-
ing the time in school is im-
portant,” he said. “You have 
to build those close friend-
ships and don’t lose sight of 

the lessons you learn here.”
The Grand Rapids Press 

reported that Ritzenhein 
would soon be moving his 
family back to West Michi-

gan, from Oregon, and will 
serve as assistant coach to 
runners at Grand Valley 
State University.

Five Lady Red Hawks won all-conference hon-
ors in track, including sophomore Allyson 
Marvel, shown here in the 100 hurdles.

The Girls 
track team trav-
eled to House-
man Field Grand 
Rapids to com-
pete in the OK 
Bronze Con-
ference track 
meet. The team 
scored 88 points 
to finish fourth 
in the meet and 
finished fourth 
overall in the 
meet. Forest 
Hills Eastern 
won the meet 
and was the overall confer-
ence champion.

Junior Kenzie Weiler was 
the loan Red Hawk to take 
a conference championship 
by winning the 3200 meter 

run. Also earning all-con-
ference honors was senior 
Aly Hamilton, junior Ma-
rissa Oakes, sophomore Al-
lyson Marvel and freshman 
Hannah Heintzelman.  The 

team returns 
to House-
man Field 
on Friday 
May 15 to 
compete in the MHSAA 
Regional meet.  

Other top placers at the 
conference meet:

Second: 3200 meter re-
lay team of Hannah Heint-
zelman, Shayne Mann, 

Maddie Pekrul and Kenzie 
Weiler; Kenzie Weiler 1600 
meter run.

Third: Aly Hamilton 100 
meter dash; Allyson Marvel 
100 meter hurdles; Han-

TraCK - continues on page 12

sofTBall - continues on page 12
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Ask the ExpErt
Do you have a question for an expert? 

Send your question to The Cedar Springs POST,  P.O. Box 360, Cedar Springs, MI 
49319 or email your question to news@cedarspringspost.com (subject: Ask the Expert) 

and we’ll do our best to get your question answered. 

BuSineSS & FinanCe$ $

Seth Baker-Donnan 
Financial Advisor 

4027 17 Mile Rd 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 
616-696-9370

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor. 
Edward Jones does not provide tax or legal advice.

Avoid Problems by Updating Beneficiary Designations 
Like many people, you might not particularly 

enjoy thinking about your estate plans, but 
such planning is necessary to make sure your 
assets go where you want them to go. And it’s 
just as important to regularly review your plans 
with your tax, legal and financial professionals 
in case any changes are needed. For instance, 
some of your wishes expressed in your will 
may be overridden by beneficiary designations 
you filled out years ago. If these designations 
become outdated, your assets could be passed to 
those you didn’t intend. 

You might be surprised at how many of 
your financial assets and legal documents 
have beneficiary designations tied to them. If 
you have an IRA, a 401(k) or other employer-
sponsored retirement plan, a life insurance 
policy, an annuity, a transfer-on-death (TOD) 
arrangement, or any of a variety of other assets 
or accounts, you almost certainly named a 
beneficiary. And this beneficiary designation 
offers a simple, direct and efficient way to get 
assets in the hands of your loved ones who 
survive you.

However, as time goes by, you may 
experience many changes in your life — and 
when your life changes, your beneficiary 
designations may need to follow. But if you are 
like many people, you might forget to update 
these designations after a marriage, divorce 
or other change in your family situation. And 
because the beneficiary designation is a legally 
binding document, the asset will go to the person 
you once named as a beneficiary, regardless of 
your current relationship status.

It really doesn’t take much effort to look over 

your accounts and legal arrangements to ensure 
that your beneficiary designations are current — 
and if they aren’t, it’s pretty easy to change them. 
In fact, for some financial accounts, you may 
be able to update the beneficiary designations 
online. In any case, plan on reviewing your 
beneficiary designations regularly, but especially 
when you experience a change in your life.

Here’s one more thing to keep in mind: Make 
sure your current beneficiaries are informed that 
they will eventually be receiving your 401(k), 
IRA, life insurance proceeds or other assets that 
require a beneficiary designation. This advance 
knowledge may help your loved ones as they 
plan and maintain their own financial and 
investment strategies. 

 Although it’s clearly important for you to 
update your beneficiary designations and to 
communicate your actions, you will still need 
to attend to other areas of your estate planning, 
such as providing care for minor children or 
dependents, deciding who you want to receive 
specific items that do not carry a beneficiary 
designation, naming someone to manage 
your affairs should you become incapacitated, 
and specifying the control you wish your 
beneficiaries to have over their inheritance. 
These are just a few examples of estate-planning 
considerations. 

Because everyone’s situation is different, 
you will need to consult with your legal advisor 
to determine the level of estate planning 
you require. As we’ve seen, updating your 
beneficiary is one piece of the puzzle — but 
to leave the legacy you desire, you’ve got to 
complete the picture. 

Q:

Christopher Conflitti
American REO Services

Serving Michigan
616-918-6430

Email- chris@westmireo.com
Website- www.westmireo.comChristopher Conflitti

Does it cost me money to short sale my property (to sell it for less 
than is owed on the mortgage?)
A short sale should not cost you any out of pocket money. In fact, you could possibly get 
money to participate in a short sale. A short sale may even put you in a better financial posi-
tion than prior to the short sale. Most short sale programs now have some type of financial 
incentive for the home owner, especially if it is a principle residence.  Realtors charge a com-
mission that is paid for by the bank (not you.)  There are also non-profits and HUD counselors 
who can help you with foreclosure prevention options for free. The only potential cost you 
could incur is if the bank would not release you from a deficiency balance in the short sale.
Contact your local realtor if you have questions about your specific situation.

A:
Q:
A:

When is the best time to sell my home?

Spring is the optimum time to sell a home. Regardless of whether it’s a buy-
er’s market or a seller’s market, inventory almost always rises in the spring. 
Why? Because the largest number of buyers are actively searching for a new 
home during the months of April, May and June.
Tip: If your home has been languishing on the market since the holidays, 
take it off the market. Give it a chance to “cool down” for a few weeks be-
fore putting it back on the market.

Why is my car insurance so expensive?Q:
A:

Christopher Conflitti

Christopher Conflitti
Farmers Insurance and 

Financial Services Agent
616-696-8255

Email: chris@conflittiagency.com
Website: www.conflittiagency.com

Contrary to what most people think, the portion of your auto insurance premium you pay that cov-
ers damage to your actual vehicle is relatively small compared to what you’re paying for medical 
and liability/lawsuit portions of your premium. Part of the reason Michigan is so expensive is be-
cause it’s the only state that guarantees unlimited personal injury protection, or PIP. That covers the 
policyholders’ medical costs in case of an accident, no matter who’s at fault.  Michigan is also the 
only state where coverage includes unlimited lifetime medical and rehabilitation benefits.
So, if you’re injured and paralyzed and need physical therapy or medical equipment for the rest of 
your life, that all gets covered by your car insurance policy.  Michigan is a unique No-Fault auto 
insurance State and, in my opinion, in need of serious legislation so insurance companies can pro-
vide good coverages for fair premiums.

Q:
A:

Motorcyclists are enjoying another riding season in Michigan, with their choice whether or not to wear a helmet.  
What should motorcyclists know about how that choice impacts 
their insurance needs?
To ride without a helmet, motorcyclist must meet these requirements:
•	 Motorcyclists	must	be	at	least	21	years	old.
•	 Motorcyclists	must	pass	a	safety	course,	or	have	a	motorcycle	endorsement	for	at	least	two	years.
•	 Motorcyclists	must	carry	$20,000	in	motorcycle	PIP	medical	insurance

PIP	is	the	portion	of	your	motorcycle	insurance	that	provides	for	your	medical	needs.		Any	expenses	
beyond	the	limit	you	select,	will	be	your	responsibility.		As	all	bikers	know,	it	is	not	if	you	crash,	but	
when	you	crash.		Talk	with	an	experienced	insurance	agent	to	be	sure	you	are	selecting	the	right	PIP	
limits	for	you.		As	well	as,	the	right	liability	limits	to	protect	your	assets.		Please	ride	safe	and	enjoy	
motorcycle	season	in	Michigan.

Lori Visser joins Cruise 
Planners, as franchise owner
Cruise Planners offers local travelers exclusive cruise and 
land vacation packages through national affiliate

Lori Visser announced 
that she has joined Cruise 
Planners-American Ex-
press Travel, the nation’s 
largest home-based travel 
agent franchise network in 
the travel industry. Affilia-
tion means Visser can now 
offer vacationers exclusive 
pricing on a wide range 
of cruise and destination 
wedding packages, private 
cruise sales, as well as cab-
in upgrades and special 
amenities such as shore ex-
cursions, discounted fares, 
travel gifts and more. As 
a Cruise Planners travel 
advisor, Visser also pro-
vides specialized land and 
tour packages to the most 
sought-after destinations 
around the world.

“Everyone travels, and 
it’s important to use a trust-
ed travel specialist to help 
get the most value out of 
a vacation,” Visser said. 
“As a Cruise Planners trav-
el expert, I take the stress 
and hassle out of planning 
a vacation for my clients. 
Through the resources 
available to me, I am able 

to make educated recom-
mendations based on val-
ue, destination, group size 
and seasonality, among 
other things to customize 
the best vacation possible. 
Since Cruise Planners has 
achieved top-producer sta-
tus with every major cruise 
line and with many major 
travel partners, I am able to 
provide my customers with 
the best value along with 
my expertise and personal-
ized service.” 

“Even though I own a 
Cruise Planners franchise, 
I sell complete vacation 
packages from exotic get-
aways to romantic retreats 
and culturally-immersed 
European experiences to 

customized African safa-
ris,” Visser said. “Some 
people want to go on a 
cruise one year, and then 
a land-based vacation the 
next - I offer them a one-
stop-shop with a personal-
ized touch.”

As an American Express 
Travel Services Repre-
sentative agency, Cruise 
Planners offers special pro-
grams for both American 
Express card holders and 
non-card holders, offering 
even more added value to 
vacationers.

For more information, 
contact Lori Visser of 
Cruise Planners at 616-
263-1777 or visit www.
globespinnertravel.com.

How to accelerate business growth
Essentially every business needs to grow 

– to better serve markets and to provide op-
portunity for key staff.  Also to replace cus-
tomers that move on, for any reason.  That 
means businesses need a steady supply of 
new customers to prosper.  How can busi-
ness owners find those customers?

Extra thought on how to connect with 
prospects, and keep existing customers loy-
al, will pay dividends.  Think about:

• Why is your product or service 
better than the competition?  Do 
you provide more selection?  Do 
you provide “end to end” solutions?  
Differentiated products and services 
increase loyalty – and opportunity for 
margins.

• Who is an ideal customer?  Be as 
specific as possible.  Age, gender, 
income level, work location, home 
location all can be relevant.

• How can you best to connect with 
your ideal prospect?  Envision your 
ideal customer to identify how to 
connect.  Prospects under 40 (or 50?) 
get most of their information from 
digital sources.  Traditional mediums 
will have lower “yield”.

• What can you provide to get 
their attention and loyalty?  Give 
prospects something.  A coupon, 
a short message (like this column) 
establishes a connection – and makes 
an “ask” more acceptable.

• Are all customers very happy with 
their experience?   Take care of 
everyone experiencing your product 
or service.  Your reputation is critical.  
Especially in today’s world, people 
believe friends and reviewers more 
than anything that you can say about 
yourself.

Getting professional help will move you 
more quickly and effectively – in creating 
the essential messages and in using com-
munication channels.  Not all of us are cre-
ative writers or graphic artists.  Not all of 
us are experts in Internet based communi-
cation tools.  But professionally produced 
messages and delivery is easily noted.

And consider a mentor from SCORE.  
Our local Grand Rapids chapter has about 
40 experienced volunteer mentors – more 
than 1200 years of business leadership – in 
a variety of industries.  And we work to-
gether on behalf of you and your company.

All SCORE counseling is offered as a free 
and confidential community service.  There 
are 389 SCORE chapters around the coun-
try assisting entrepreneurs.  While counsel-
ing is always free of charge, local chapters 
also offer small business workshops and 
seminars for modest fees. 

To learn more about SCORE and its coun-
seling services, call 616.771.0305 or email 
your questions to score@grandrapids.org.

Attention Businesses!
Are you an Expert in your field?

Do you want to share your knowledge with the community you serve? 
Then advertise your question and answer in our 

Ask the Expert section, once a month in The POST. 

Call your sales Consultant for details - 616-696-3655



Hi, I’m Spike!  I’m a 
3-year-old Abyssinian 
guinea pig looking for 
a lap to warm. I love 
being petted so much, 
sometimes a purr will 
slip out of my mouth.  
I’m very lovable and 
laid back.  I get along 

well with other critters, especially my buddy Mike, a 
2-year-old American Satin guinea pig.  We live together 
and we’d like to keep it that way, so if you adopt me, 
please bring him along. Come and meet us today at the 
Humane Society of West Michigan!  

Hi, I’m Lola!  I’m a 4-year-
old American Staffordshire 
Terrier mix who is super 
affectionate!  I love to be 
around people and give 
lots of kisses!  I’m a happy-
go-lucky gal who enjoys 
being a couch potato and 
keeping you company.  If 
you are looking for a dog 
who is social and who has lots of love to give, come and 
meet me at Humane Society of West Michigan!

Apartments Available!!! Open 
House! Friday, May 30 from 
12:00 NOON - 2:00. Kent 
Ridge Apartments. 77 Kent 
Ridge Dr. in Kent City. Great 
Location 15 Minutes from 
Grand Rapids on M-37. Equal 
Housing Opportunity. Barrier 
Free Units Available. TDD: 
800-649-3777. Rent Based on 
Income. This institution is an 
equal opportunity provider and 
employer. No Application Fee! 
Come See Us or call 616-678-
4329. #20-22b

NOTICE: All real estate 
advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Amendments Act and 
the Michigan Civil Rights Act, 
which make it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, national 
origin, handicap, familial 
status, age or marital status, 
or an intention to making any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” Familial Status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody 
of children under 18. This 
newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real 
estate, which is in violation of 
the law. To report discrimination, 
call the Fair Housing Center at 
616-451-2980. The HUD toll-
free number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

HOMES FOR SALE

Deluxe Condo Living in 
Cedar Springs. 110 Jun-
co Court 4BR/2BA with 
jacuzzi and large 2 stall 
garage. Oak Cabinets 
and New Appliances. This 
smoke/pet free unit is Lady 
owned with Beautiful décor 
and like new clean. Don’t 
miss seeing this one. Price 
$119,500. View on Crag-
slist. Phone Bob Trues-
dale 616-696-2050. #tfnb
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CLASSIFIEDS
DeaDline: 
Monday by 
5:00 p.m. 
• No Billing 

• All Classifieds 
Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: 
$12.00 for first 

25 words, 
20¢ for each 

additional word 
(pricing includes 
ad placement on 

our website)

Call The POST 
for more 

information at

small ads 
make ¢ents
Call 696-3655

for details

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!616-696-3655 – 696-3655 –

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

AUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

For more information on the Humane Society of West 
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077 
Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road 
during adoption hours or visit ww.hswestmi.org. 

Adoption Hours: 
Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm, 

Saturday: 10am-4pm

PETS of the WEEk

LOST and 
FOund

aparTmenTS 
FOr renT

Lola

Spike

reaL
eSTaTe

Help
WANTed

ServICeS

GaraGe 
SaLeS

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS

The City of Cedar Springs is accepting applica-
tions for an Administrative Assistant. The posi-
tion is part-time, working on average 8-10 hours 
per week. Primary responsibilities are; seeking 
and writing grants, coordination of the Capital 
Improvement Plan, water and sewer rate stud-
ies, secretary for the Board of Appeals and other 
duties as assigned.

DESIRED MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS:  High 
School graduate, college coursework or degree 
preferred, demonstrated proficiency with Word 
Office suite, excellent customer service skills, 
high degree of initiative, excellent verbal and 
written skills and good mathematical skills.

Qualified candidates should submit a complete 
City employment application, cover letter, re-
sume and three employment references to City 
Manager Thad Taylor, manager@cityofcedar-
springs.org, PO Box 310, Cedar Springs, MI. 
49319. Position open until filled. Additional ques-
tions regarding this position can be directed to 
City Manager Thad Taylor at 616-696-1330 ext. 
104 or manager@cityofcedarsprings.org. 4753 14 Mile Road, Rockford

NOw HIRING FOR 
THE FOLLOwING POSITIONS: 

Plastic Injection Molding Technicians 
for 2nd and 3rd shifts in Newaygo

Supervisors for 2nd/3rd shifts in Newaygo

Mechanic Maintenance/Industrial Mechanics  
2nd/3rd shifts in Newaygo. 
PLC experience required.

Experienced Sander/Buffers 
needed for 2nd and 3rd shifts in Newaygo.

Assemblers/General Laborers 
needed for all shifts in Newaygo, Sparta, 

Rockford, Cedar Springs & Greenville areas. 
Must have a high school diploma or GED. 

Must be willing to work OT. 
Previous manufacturing experience a plus.

And many more jobs, 

Call today: 616-326-2550

Your New LOCAL 
full service 

Travel Agent
Lori Visser

616.263.1777
800.583.3177

Best Values on All 
Major Cruise Lines

Visit
globespinnertravel.com

and enroll for 
ExCLusiVE TrAVEL DEALs 
delivered to your inbox!

Turning DayDreams inTo realiTy

CEDARFIELD 
COMMUNITY

Next to Meijer

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 

HOMeS aRe 
SellinG 

ReGUlaRlY
Don’t miss out!

See details on 
our website

616-696-1100

Holland is looking to hire regional drivers for its 
Grand Rapids, MI Terminal.  

Drivers must be 21 yrs old, having a CDLA w/ hazmat 
& tanker w/ 1 yr or 50k miles experience. 

Dock must be 18 yrs old. 
Company paid health insurance for full time drivers 

after probation. 
Apply online: www.hollandregional.com/careers.

EEO/AAE. Minorities/Females/Persons with Disabilities/Protected Veterans

Arroway Secure
Self Storage

6x8
8x10

10X20
10x24

Lighted security fencing
• No Deposit •

4121 - 14 Mile Rd.
Half mile east of 131 X-way
  696-3390

Auction: Friday, May 23 at 6 
pm. Antiques, collectibles & 
housewares. Items can be 
viewed at auctionzip.com, ID# 
31095 or from 2 – 6 pm on 
Friday. Located at Peddlers 
Market, 420 N. Lafayette, 
Greenville. We are always 
taking consignments and 
buying estates. Call Rick at 
616-302-8963. #17-20b

Plan Ahead and SAVE! 
Run your sales ad for TWO 
weeks and the 2nd week is 
½ off! Call the POST for 
details 616-696-3655. Ex-
pires: Sept. 8, 2014

THIS wEEK:

Big Barn Sale: Toys, clothes, 
tools, something for everyone. 
May 15, 16, 17 from 8:30 to 5 
pm. 12175 Harvard Ave. #20p

Tools! Fri. & Sat. May 16 – 17, 
9am – 5pm. 14747 Barber 
Creek, Kent City, MI 49330. # 
20p

Shaffer Estates Annual 
Neighborhood Sale. May 
15 – 17; 8 am to 4 pm. Lo-
cated off of Northland Drive 
between 16 and 17 Mile 
Roads. Something for ev-
eryone! #19,20p

Prairie Run & Pines of 
Cedar Springs. Thursday, 
May 15 & Friday, May 16, 9 
am to 5 pm, Saturday, May 
17, 9 am to 3 pm. #19,20p

Experienced gravel train driver 
wanted. Call or stop in L&D 
Carey & Sons Trucking in 
Morley, 231-856-4324. #20p

Wanted: Experienced waitress/ 
bartender. Also experienced 
cook. Experience required! Call 
616-200-5277. #20,21p

Found: Cell phone: iPhone found 
at Morley Park. Contact Cedar 
Springs Police Department at 
616-696-1330x106 police clerk 
Carrie Rodwell.  #18

FOr renT

TraveL

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Garage Doors: Spring re-
pairs. Sales, service and 
installation of garage doors 
and electric openers. Low-
est prices guaranteed. 
Free Estimates. 616-334-
3574. #20p

Town of Cedar – Trash Service 
Special: $10 month with can 
always. Call Lets Talk Trash 
616-984-6189. #17-28p

Found: Black and tan, possible 
Shepherd/Chow mix, caught 
on 4/18 near 14 Mile and US 
131. Owner needs to prove 
ownership by giving details 
such as male/female, if it had a 
collar/ features, etc. Photos can 
be seen on Craigs List. Contact 
Carly at 616-485-2532. #18

Free: Kittens and Cats need 
good homes. 616-263-0824. 
#19

CriTTer
COrner

616.696.3655
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SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

At your 
service ...

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS
Low Cost Rentals Available
Auto Glass Installation

696-1830
13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

Cedar 
Heating &

Cooling inC.

6 1 6 - 6 9 6 - 2 5 9 9
ExpEriEncE not guEsswork

small ads 
make ¢ents
call The POST

696-3655
for details

LEGAL 
NOTICES

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year

We inSTall

Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair
Hours

Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

•Clutches
•Brakes
•Oil Changes
•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051

Bunker Concrete
Construction, LLC

6653 - 136th St., Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Quality Flatwork • Poured Walls
Licensed & Insured • FREE Estimates

PubLic Notice
city of cedar SPriNgS
The City Council has adopted Ordinance No. 187, 
an ordinance to amend Chapter 10. Buildings and 
Building Regulations; Article IV.  Rental Dwelling 
Units, Section 10-68, Definitions; Section 10-69, 
Violations; Penalty; Section 10-70. Registration 
Required; Section 10-71. Rental Registration 
Form; Contents; Procedure; Section 10-72. Fees; 
10-73, Rental Registration Form; Time for Filing; 
Notice of Changes; Removal from Registration 
and adding Section 10-74. Compliance with Legal 
Requirements and Section 10-75, Inspections 

This ordinance added language which provides 
for the inspection of mobile homes which are 
being used as rental units.

Ordinance No. 187 goes into effect May 22, 2014.

A complete copy of the ordinance is available in 
the office of the City Clerk and will be published 
on the City’s website:  www.cityofcedarsprings.
org  under City Code of Ordinances.

Dated:  May 15, 2014  Linda Christensen
City Clerk

616.696.1330

PubLic Notice
city of cedar Springs
the department of Public Works

will flush water hydrants
May 23, 2014.

to avoid staining laundry,
please allow water in the tap
to run until it is clear before

washing white or light colored clothing.

Dated:  May 15, 2014  Linda Christensen
City Clerk

616.696.1330

PubLic Notice
city of cedar SPriNgS

Summary of the regular 
Meeting of the

cedar Springs city council
May 8, 2014

7:00 p.m.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The Meeting was called to order by Mayor Mark 
Fankhauser at 7:00 p.m.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
All Council members were present.
Six citizens addressed the Council during the 
Public Forum.
Public hearings on the proposed 2014/2015 
Fiscal Year Budget and the 2014/2015 Kent 
County Community Development Block Grant 
Allocation were held.
The agenda and consent agendas were 
approved.
Correspondence was reviewed.
Ordinance No. 187 regarding changes to the 
Rental Registration Program was approved as a 
second reading.
A tribute to former Mayor Ronny Merlington was 
given.
Mayoral comments were heard.
The following resolutions were approved:  Nos. 
2014 – 12, adopting the 2014/2015 Annual Budget; 
2014 – 13, establishing the millage rate for real 
and personal property for Fiscal Year 2014/2015; 
2014 – 14, establishing the fee schedule for 
Fiscal Year 2014/2015; 2014 – 15, entering 
into an agreement with Vredeveld Haefner LLC 
for auditing services; 2014 – 16, approving the 
Kent County Community Block Grant allocation 
for 2014/2015; 2014 – 17, approving the CS 
Chamber of Commerce’s Summer Celebration 
as a Community Event and 2014 – 18, approving 
the CS Chamber of Commerce’s Cedar/Solon 
Market as a Community Event.
Also approved were a 60-day extension on the 
purchase agreement with CS Brewery for the 
purchase of 95 N. Main St., City goals, farming 
proposals for the drainage field and old lagoon 
site and the replacement of two streetlights and 
flagpole at City Hall.  
Police service options were also discussed.
The City Manager’s Report was heard.
Department Reports were heard.
Council comments were heard.
The meeting adjourned at 9:50 p.m.
A copy of the draft minutes is available in the 
office of the City Clerk.
A copy of the minutes will be available on the 
City’s website www.cityofcedarsprings.org upon 
approval.

Dated:  May 15, 2014  Linda Christensen
City Clerk

616.696.1330

Remember Your Vet
Veteran’s Name:______________________________
Rank:_______________________________________
Military Service Branch:_______________________
Years Served: from ____________to_____________
War served in: (if applicable)___________________
Born:_______________________________________ 
Died:_______________________________________
Personalized Message:________________________
____________________________________________
___________________________________________________
__________________________________________________

(message limit 20 words)

Pay tribute to your 
lost loved one(s)...
You can have a special 

Veteran’s Memorial  printed 
in our upcoming Memorial 

Day Issue May 24, 2012
for only $25 per veteran. 

(actual size)

Just fill out this form and send it in 
along with a photo of your vet 

(preferably in uniform) and your 
payment of $20 to: 
Veterans Memorial

The Cedar Springs Post 
P.O. Box 370

Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(please include your name and phone 
number in case we have questions.)

Dealine: Monday, May 21, 2012 V
ete

ran
’s 

M
em

ori
al

V
ete

ran
’s 

M
em

ori
al

V
ete

ran
’s 

M
em

ori
al

US Marine Corp
Korean War

Served 1952 - 1954
Born October 9, 1933
Died January 4, 2004

We are so proud of how you 
served your country. We love 
and miss you! 

Richard M. Reed Sr.

-your family
 

May 22, 2014

Monday, May 19, 2014

 at home or 
away...

we’re just a 
click away

www.cedarspringspost.com
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Car Rentals • Van Rentals • Full Repair Facility
Ray Winnie auto SaleSRay Winnie auto SaleS

3.5L V-6, 73K, 
HTD LEATHER, 
REMOTE START, 
ALLOYS, SHARP 
CAR!$8,995

2006 FoRD FuSion Sel 

$14,995

3.5L V-6, 
50K MILES, 
PWR SEAT, CD/
MP3/SIRIUS, 
ALLOYS, CLEAN

2009 DoDGe CHaRGeR SXt

ONLY 19K 
MILES, ALL 
WHEEL DRIVE, 
V-6 ECOBOOST, 
FULLY LOADED!

2010 linColn MKS 

$25,995

$14,495

ALL WHEEL 
DRIVE, 
77K MILES, 
BLUETOOTH/
MP3, CLEAN & 
SHARP!

2010 HyunDai Santa Fe GlS

$16,995

56K MILES, 
HTD LEATHER, 
PWR MOON, 
PWR SEATS, 
REMOTE START

2010 BuiCK laCRoSSe CXl 

$16,995

52K MILES, V-6, 
PWR SEATS, 
ALLOYS, 
CLEAN & 
SHARP 1-OWN-
ER CAR

2011 FoRD tauRuS Sel

$19,995

ALL WHEEL 
DRIVE, 49K 
MILES, PWR 
MOON, HEATED 
SEATS, LOADED!

2011 CHeVy eQuinoX lt2  

Corner of M-57 & M-91  
Downtown 
GReenVille 

HouRs: 
Mon & wed 9a.m. -7p.m. 

tues, thurs, Fri 9a.m.-6p.m.
sat 9a.m.-2p.m.

616-754-7195
1-800-557-7171

4X4, 5.3L V-8, 
DVD, HTD 
LEATHER, CD 
CHANGER, 
TOW PKG, 
NICE!         

2003 GMC yuKon Slt 

$8,995

V-6, PWR MOON, 
PWR SEAT, CD 
CHANGER/MP3, 
ALLOY WHEELS 

raywinnieautosales.comraywinnieautosales.com@
hasSprung

$12,995

2007 PontiaC G6 ConVeRtiBle 

Over 15,000 Friends
That’s how many “users” we have reading our work every week. That’s over 
15,000 residents that rely on us to learn of sales and services that are close 

to home and local news put together in a community-driven package. 

We want to share our friends with you!

Call 616-696-3655 to Advertise
or email sales@cedarspringspost.com

www.cedarspringspost.com

36 E. Maple Street • P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Phone: 616-696-3655
Fax: 616-696-9010

696-9340 • 326 Main St., Cedar Springs
FLOOR COVERINGS • DRAPERIES

We help you achieve 
the right decorating results

• CARPET
• CERAMIC
• HARdwood 
• LAMINATE
• VINYL 
• SLATE
• CoRk

Making Homes Cozy for 61 Years
ESTIMATES GLADLY GIVEN • CUSTOM INSTALLATIONS

• BAMBoo
• CoUNTERToPS 
• HoRIzoNTAL BLINdS 
• PLEATEd SHAdES 
• CUSToM dRAPERIES
• VERTICAL BLINdS
• PATIo GRASS  

Who needs your attention? Who needs encouragement? 
What or who have you been avoiding, even though you 
keep feeling this prodding to get involved? Turn around 
and get involved.

I think that once you see with new eyes, you will see a 
change in not only the things you see but the person you 
are becoming. You will not only affect the change in those 
around you, but the change will be in you. There are so 
many needs in the Cedar Springs community, so many hurt-
ing and needy families and children. What is God calling 
you to get involved in? How can you help? How can you be 
the change agent in those that God is putting in your path?  
Turn around and look with new lenses! 

 

Pulpit
...continued from page 5

nah Heintzelman 800 meter run; 800 meter relay team of 
Marissa Oakes, Taylor Vanlangen, Olivia Finch and Aly 
Hamilton; 400 meter relay team of Marissa Oakes, Taylor 
Vanlangen, Abby Olszewski and Aly Hamilton; 1600 meter 
relay team of Aaliyah Sargent, Abby Olszewski, Hannah 
Heintzelman, and Tara Tepin.

Fourth: Marissa Oakes 100 meter hurdles and long 
jump; Allyson Marvel pole vault;

Aaliyah Sargent 400 meter dash; Tara Tepin 300 meter 
hurdles

Fifth: Maddie Pekrul 3200 meter run; Aly Hamilton 200 
meter dash; Tara Tepin 100 meter dash.

 

Track
...continued from page 8

and three RBIs. Whipple was the winning pitcher for the Dear-
born win. She had a total of five strikeouts and no walks. 

“We played well in the last two games. We have to cut down on 
our mistakes in the field,” stated VanHorn.

This week, Cedar Springs goes up against the Northview Wild-
cats. The Red Hawks traveled to Northview for a double header 
on Tuesday, May 13. Then on Thursday, May 15, the Wildcats 
travel to Cedar Springs for a single game at 4:15. Please come 
on out as the Red Hawks are looking for some more conference 
wins! 

VanHorn concludes, “I am waiting for our team to peak. We 
want to make a good run at the end of the season.” 

Softball
...continued from page 8

Blue Grosbeaks have been recorded in Michigan but the 
pictures are of an Indigo Bunting. The grosbeak would have 
brown wingbars. One of the pictures shows the bill and it 
is slimmer than a Blue Grosbeak’s bill. Those two feathers 
give reason to call it a Indigo Bunting.”

We asked Steve for clarification on the wing bars. “The 
brown wing bars are quite distinct groups of small feathers 
that make small elongated patches about an inch long and 
1/4 inch wide on the Blue Grosbeak. The Indigo Bunting 
may have some scattered brown feathers but they do not 
make a distinct patch,” explained Steve.

He said that the bunting is smaller than the grosbeak and 
the Blue Grosbeak is smaller than other grosbeaks. “The 
bill shape is very helpful. The bunting bill is conical and the 
grosbeak bill is larger and more rounded.”

Thanks, Jennifer, for your photos!
Please send us your bird and other wildlife photos news@

cedarspringspost with some information and a contact 
number. We will print them as space allows.

Bird
...continued from page 3

that goes into computer models about how the atmosphere 
flows, and weather charts and information is developed on 
which forecasts are based. 

Below the balloon is a parachute, which allows the in-
strument to float safely back to earth once the balloon 
bursts. Attached are instructions on where to send it if it is 
found. That’s what happened with the one in Solon Town-
ship. Some (perhaps 20% nationwide) are found and re-
turned to the NWS for refurbishing so that the instrument 
can be re-used. Many, though, fall harmlessly into a forest 
or a large body of water. 

Aliens
...continued from front page 

The Cedar 
Springs POST
• 3,059 likes 
• 76 talking about this 
• 21 were here

www.facebook.com


