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Ille ga l bu rn spa rk s 10-a cre gra ss fi re

A 10-acre grass fire spread across three properties in Courtland Township Tuesday. Here firefighters are shown at the home of Alice Allen, at 8860 16 Mile Rd. Post photo by L. Allen.

By Judy Reed
A Courtland Township
resident will be fined after an illegal burn caused
a 10-acre grass fire Tuesday, April 28. According to
Courtland Fire Chief Steve
Mojzuk, Courtland and several other fire departments

fought the fire, which was
called in at 5:52 p.m.
The first firefighter on the
scene at 8860 16 Mile Rd
noted the fire was about five
acres or more with structures nearby, including a
barn. Additional fire departments were called in to help
battle the blaze and to keep

Sand Lake man
jailed after high
speed pursuit

it from getting to the barn.
Those included Oakfield,
Cedar Springs, Spencer,
and Maple Valley.
According to Chief Mojzuk, Deputy Chief Green
was in charge at the scene.
They determined that the
fire started on a neighbor’s
property at 8940 16 Mile.

The fire was stopped just outside Allen’s barn. Post photo by L. Allen.

Mojzuk said he was burning
household trash—mattresses/box springs, shingles,
etc. and left it unattended.
The fire then swept across
the property to the 8860 address—the home of Alice
Allen, who with her daughter Lois Allen, started our
newspaper.

Lois said her mom didn’t
notice the fire at first. She
looked out the window and
wondered why it looked
foggy, then realized it was
smoke and saw the firefighters trying to put out the fire.
They kept the fire from getting to the barn and the shed
next to it was only slightly

H ou se e x plode s in
Spe n ce r Tow n sh ip

charred. The fire also spread
to the neighbor on the other
side of Allen.
Firefighters cleared the
scene at 7:41 p.m.
This was not the first time
Alice Allen’s land was ravaged by a fire from the same
neighbor, according to Lois.
FIRE- continues on page 10

INSIDE
THIS ISSUE

Proper pruning
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Family staycation

From left to right is Deputy Green with K9 Remi and Sgt Bailey
with K9 Dak. The K9s apprehended the suspect after he fled
his crashed vehicle. Courtesy photo.
A house in the 15000 block of
Meddler had an explosion in the
basement Tuesday. Photo by J.
Reed.

A 35-year-old Sand Lake
man was arrested Monday,
April 27, after he led police
on a chase on back roads
that reached speeds of 80
mph.
According to the Newaygo County Sheriff’s Office,

they were dispatched to assist the Grant Police Department in a vehicle pursuit.
The Grant police attempted
to stop a vehicle and it disregarded the officer’s lights.
The vehicle continued east
PURSUIT- continues on page 13

Nature niche

Spencer Township Fire Department responded to the explosion on Meddler. Photo by J. Reed.

en to the hospital by ambulance.
A fire marshal was expected to be called in to determine the cause.
No other details were

available at press time. We
are waiting for a return call
or email from Spencer Fire,
and will update this story
when we know more.

OUTDOORS - page 14

PLUS

The crash and foot chase occurred on Stanton Rd near Newcosta (W. County Line Rd).

Firefighters and police
were called to a house in
Spencer Township Tuesday
evening, April 28, after an
explosion.
The
event
occurred
around 6 p.m. in the 15000
block of Meddler, near 19
Mile Rd.
According to a police officer at the scene, firefighters said the explosion came
from the basement and
caused a lot of damage to
the back of the house.
There were two people in
the house at the time, and
one of them was to be tak-
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Russ Austin having coffee with friend DM White.
Photo by Kathy Austin.

Many like to have a good
cup of coffee and talk with
friends. But that hasn’t been
possible for weeks due to
the stay-at-home order.
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their car and roll the window down and talk while
sipping a cup. Russ said he
had to confess they were
only 5’10” apart.

Russ is a local builder and
DM is a retired postal carrier.

Virtual LifeWalk 20/20
suggestions on how
Vision for Life Some
to make fundraising FUN!

w w w. c e d a r s p r i n g s p o s t . c o m

Publisher: .................................... Lois Allen
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Columnist: ................... Ranger Steve Mueller
Graphic Design/Comp.:... Belinda Sanderson
Advertising Consultants:........ ,Melissa Kleyn,

Longtime friends Russ
Austin and DM White
wanted to share the new
“norm” around here—parking lot coffee! Both sit in

DM White chatting with friend Russ Austin.
Photo by Kathy Austin.

From Alpha Family Center
Due to COVID-19 restrictions in
place, Alpha Family Center is hosting
a virtual LifeWalk this year. Although
we will not be gathering together for
this year’s fundraiser, there’s nothing
saying we can’t still have fun while
raising funds for Alpha.
Our theme for this year’s LifeWalk
is “20/20 Vision for Life”. Hosting it
virtually means those who participate
will need to use social media, phone
calls, and emails to connect with their
family, friends and co-workers to request their pledge of support. The virtual events runs from April 27 through

•

on Sept 1, each participant who collects $500 or more in donations and/
or pledges will earn a chance to win
this year’s Grand Prize (TBD). We will
announce the winner of Grand Prize on
Alpha’s Facebook page after September 1, 2020.
Our goal this year is to raise over
$20,000. Together we can make a difference for LIFE!
Go to our website www.alphafamilycentercs.org to print off a pledge form.
A prize will be awarded to whoever
demonstrates the most fun while fundraising.

•

Challenge another individual,
family or a church to see who
can raise the most for Alpha.
Include something fun that the
losers have to do and share the
photos with us. For example, get
a pie in the face, color their hair
a wild color, shave their head, or
eat something extremely strange.
Get creative and share the fun
with us.
Host your own private LifeWalk
event; include some of the fun
things you would normally see
at a LifeWalk. Maybe dad dressLIFEWALK - continues on page 13
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OCK!
Email JTyson@bettenford.com | Direct Line 616.447.4588 | Cell Phone - 616.608.2044
JUST TAKE
NORTHLAND DR.
TO PLAINFIELD!

$10 OFF
any Oil Change

3839 PLAINFIELD AVE NE NEXT TO MEIJER
616-363-6841 BETTENFORD.COM

3839 PLAINFIELD AVE NE NEXT TO MEIJER
One Coupon Per Service. Expires 5/31/2020
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OUR SALES AND SERVICE
DEPARTMENTS ARE OPEN
9-4PM M-F

Although our showroom remains closed, we are still
offering our customers the option to take delivery of
their new or pre-owned vehicle at the comfort of their
home or place of business.
We continue to practice proper sanitation of
customer’s vehicles, our loaners and sold vehicles.

Please shop online at vanderhydeford.com
and let us know what you’d like delivered today!

15% OFF

TOTAL SERVICE VISIT

for our customers in the essential workforce:
Healthcare & Public Health, Military/Defense, Transportation & Logisitics, Power & Energy,
Water/Dams, Information Technology, Nuclear, Government Facilities, Financial, Emergency Services, Critical
Manufacturing, Commercial Facilities (HVAC etc.) Food
& Agriculture, Chemical, Communications
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Rockford Springs Community Church

spiritual notes • announcements • memories

From the Pulpit

Obituary
JAMES WILSON
STEPHENS

Pastor David Vander Meer
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

www.rockfordsprings.org

Sunday WorShip
9:30am • 5:00pm

SAND LAKE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Pastor Dave Vander Meer
ROCKFORD SPRINGS
COMMUNITY CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673

Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am

HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~
Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
Worship
11 a.m.
At home or on the road - Watch
on Facebook
Live
SERVICE
10 am
Solon TIME:
Center

www.scwchurch.org

Wesleyan Church
org
616-696-3229
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

22 Mile Road

N. to Sand Lake

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
19 Mile Road

M-46

Algoma Ave.

Cedar Springs

US-131

THANKS FOR EVERYTHING—EVEN
OUR GOVERNMENT

S. to G.R.

Today, as in everyday, we have so
much to be thankful for.
“Lord, thank you for our food,
our clothes, our homes, our churches, our families, our work, our
money, our safety, our health and
strength, our doctors, our hospitals,
our stores, and our transportation.”
Whoops, Oh yes, “and for our
CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
government,
thank you.”
Non-Denominational
340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI 49319
This last petition may be hard for
SUNDAY
Ministry of Reconcilliation
some right now, while for others it
Phone: (616)696-1180
WORSHIP
is totally embraced. There is a wide
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com AT 10:30 A.M.
range of opinions and feelings out
“Fellowship Partners in Christ”
on the street regarding our government and the various actions it
Cedar Springs
United
Methodist
Church
Cedar Springs
United
Methodist
Church
140
S.
Main
St.,
PO
Box
K
,
Cedar
Springs
has taken recently with the COVID
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs
616-696-1140

www.cedarspringsumc.org
616-696-1140
• www.cedarspringsumc.org
19. For some, the government has
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org
taken measures to protect, while
Pastor Bill
Johnson
Pastor
Jane Duffey
SundaySunday
WorshipWorship
Service: 10:15
a.m.
•
Coffee
Fellowship:
11:15
a.m.
Service: 10:15 a.m.  Coffee Fellowship: 11:15for
a.m.others the government has takSupervised Nursery Care Provided
Supervised Nursery Care Provided
en measures that have made things
Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christianworse.
EducationBut regardless where we
are
on the spectrum of views and
Do you know that Saturday is the Sabbath?
voiced
opinions, we would do well,
learn more about
The Church of God To
each
and
every one of us, to pause
Fellowship Group of Michigan the Sabbath and the
and
consider
what the Bible teaches
truth of the bible visit
Pastor Bruce Chapman
about
government.
www.cogfgomi.org
616.636.9209
1. God is the King. He is in
control of all things. Psalm 95:3
Nelson
Church “Where
“Where
are Loved”
EastEast
Nelson
Church
You You
are Loved”
“For the Lord is a great God, and a
9024—18
MileNE
Rd. NE
9024—18
Mile Rd.
Cedar
Springs
MI
49319
great King above all gods.”
Cedar Springs MI 49319
616-696-0661
Sunday
am Worship
Service
616-696-0661
Sunday
9:30 9:30
am Worship
Service
2. God is the one who created
Pastor Inge Whittemore
Sunday
KidZone
am Ages
4 to 12
Pastor Inge Whittemore
Sunday
KidZone
9:45 9:45
am Ages
4 to 12
and
instituted government. Romans
Like us on Facebook
Like us on Facebook
Thursday
KidzKlub
6Ages
pm Ages
4 to 12
Thursday
KidzKlub
6
pm
4
to
12
www.eastnelsonumc.org
13:
1
“Let every person be subject
www.eastnelsonumc.org
to the governing authorities. For
there is no authority except from
Sunday School
9:45am
God, and those that exist have been
Sunday Morning Worship
11:00am
instituted by God.”
Awana & Youth Sunday Evening (Sept. - April) 5:30pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting
10:00am
3. Governments, just like
churches, families, and businesses,
233 S. Main Street | 616.696.1630
www.csfbc.com
are made up of people, and hence,
at times, do not do everything right,
H I L L C R E S T Community Church of God
or do what they do with the right
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN
motives.
5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI 49319 616-696-9333
4. Governments need support.
Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes
There are numerous ways the Bible
Worship: Sunday 10:00 am
Nursery & Children’s Church during message
tells us to support our government.
*Youth - resumes this Fall
*Kidzone - resumes this Fall
*Monday - Open Prayer 7:00 pm
We need to pay taxes. Romans 13:6
“For because of this you also pay
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
Pastor Doug DiBell
SummerDoug
Worship
- 10AM
Pastor
DiBell
&
Senior
Pastor
Tom
Holloway
Pastor Tom
Holloway,
Music/Youth
June-August
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
616-696-3229

taxes, for the authorities are ministers of God, attending to this very
thing. 7 Pay to all what is owed to
them.”
We need to give respect. Romans
13:7b “respect to whom respect
is owed, honor to whom honor is
owed.” We need to pray for them.
I Tim 2:1 “First of all, then, I urge
that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings be made
for all people, 2 for kings and all
who are in high positions, that we
may lead a peaceful and quiet life,
godly and dignified in every way.”
We need to hold them accountable.
This is why we speak a “word of
conscience” to our government and
why we vote. This is why it was
right, for example, for Nathan the
prophet to come and point out King
David’s sin.
Two more things to carefully
consider:
1. This is a time to trust God.
He is the one who will care for us
without fault. And He is the one
who can change the heart of our
government to properly care for His
people. Prov 21:1 “The king’s heart
is in the hand of the LORD; he directs it like a watercourse wherever
he pleases.”
2. And finally, Christian, we
need to always remember that our
citizenship is in heaven. Phil 3:
20 “But our citizenship is in heaven. And we eagerly await a Savior
from there, the Lord Jesus Christ.”
Since Jesus Christ purchased us
on the cross, we are His. Our first
allegiance is to His government,
the Kingdom of God. While we
wait for His Kingdom to be fully realized, we thank Him for this
government and seek its good. May
the Lord bless the United States of
America.

Bliss-Witters & Pike

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm
Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

Pilgrim Bible Church

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45
WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410
Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

James
Wilson
Stephens (The Big
Guy) went home to
be with the Lord on
April 3, 2020 at the
age of 84. He will
be greatly missed
by his loving wife
of 63 years, Jeanne
(Jorgensen)
and
children;
Debby
Bartel (Nate), Patti Rosengren (Brek),
Linda Stephens, Sharon Cole (Roy), Tom
Stephens, Mary Pinkerton, Anne Batchelder,
Jennifer Smith (David), Jeannie StephensDood (Wade) and 29 grandchildren, 19
great-grandchildren, and 2 great-great
grandchildren. He called the little ones
‘Cosmo’. Jim was a wonderful Christian
and his faith was very important to him. He
graduated from Coopersville High School
and was a machinist at Burke E. Porter for
52 years. He enjoyed the outdoors, fishing
and hunting, and loved to read. He was
quiet and reserved but could also be very
funny and entertaining. The family wishes
to thank Metron of Cedar Springs and Faith
Hospice for their excellent care. A Praying
of the Rosary and a Memorial mass for
Jim will take place at St. Mary’s Catholic
Church in Marne and will be announced at
a later date. Contributions in Jim’s memory
may be made to St. Mary’s Catholic Church
in Marne.
Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home,
Rockford

Memorial

BENJAMIN WALL
In loving memory of Benjamin Wall. Our
loving husband, dad, grandpa and greatgrandpa who joined the Lord nineteen years
ago April 30, 2001.
Spring has come and so are all the memories
of loving you. Our lives go on without
you but nothing’s the same. We have to
hide our heartaches when someone speaks
your name. Sad are the hearts that love
you, silent the tears that fall. Living our
lives without you is the hardest part of all.
You did so many things for us. Your heart
was kinda and true, and when we needed
someone, we could always count on you.
The specail years will not return when we
were all toghether, but with the love within
our hearts a part of us went with you the day
God took you home.
Greatly loved and missed by your loving
wife, Rosalyn; sons, Dennis (Cindy),
Dean (Kristie); grandchildren, Cory
(Mandy), Zachary (Angie), Molly (Matt),
Emily (Marshall), Nate (Kalli); greatgrandchildren, Megan, Cody, Allie, Abbie,
Maddie (Alex), Izzy, Tristin, Ashley, Aubrey,
Easton, Lilly, Landon Benjamin, and Caleb.

The best way to forget your
own problems is to help
someone solve his.
Look not every man on his own things, but
every man also on the things of others.
Philippians 2:4

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

Thursday, April 30, 2020
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Not All Superheroes Wear Capes,
Our Superheroes Wear Facemasks!
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ADDIE DAVISON
Activity Coordinator
9 months

ALICIA ROOMSBURG ANNALISA HOSKINS
Personal Care Aide
1 yr.

Personal Care Aide
10 months

DIANA OLSEN

Business Manager
2 yrs

SUP E
R!
FLOSSIE JONES
Personal Care Aide
10 months

!
E
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DY N
MARTIN YAKES
Kitchen Aid
1 month

GALE BILLOW

LEXI LEE

LINDSEY HILBRAND

SEPPIE EVANS

SIERRA MEDWAYOSH

SUSAN MASSEY

Maintenance
1 yr 4 months

Personal Care Aide
4 months

Kitchen Aid
1 yr

!
W
o
W

Personal Care Aide
3 months

Personal Care Aide
4 months

Personal Care Aide
1.5 yrs

Ama

zing

Wo
W!
VALERIE AMANTE VANESSA VANTOL YUKIKO HAUENSTEIN JENNY TOLONEN
Personal Care Aide
8 months

Cook
2 months

IT E
!

LPN, Clinical Manager
since 2019

Housekeeper
10 months

We are fortunate to have such a caring and compassionate team at The Brook of Cedar Springs,
working every day to make sure that our residents are cared for and loved.
Our staff have a true passion for caregiving.
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616-696-9555

Big Rapids • Boyne City • Cedar Springs • Cheboygan
Gaylord • Gladwin • Grayling • Houghton Lake • Newaygo
Portland • Rogers City • Roscommon • West Branch
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www.BrookRetirement.com
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Initial auto insurance rate filings exceed anticipated
savings under the new law
Ini$al auto insurance rate ﬁlings exceed an$cipated savings under the new law

(LANSING, MICH) Governor Gretchen takes effect for policies that issue or renew
Whitmer and
the Michigan
Department
after July
1, 2020,and
Michigan
drivers will
(LANSING,
MICH)
GovernorofGretchen
Whitmer
the Michigan
Department of Insurance and Financial
Insurance and Financial Services (DIFS) now have a choice in the amount of PIP
(DIFS) announced
thatmedical
Michigan’s
autotoinsurer
ﬁlings
approved by DIFS will provide savings
announcedServices
that Michigan’s
auto insurer
coverage
purchaserate
on their
polirate filings
by drivers,
DIFS will
procy. These
choices
equal or exceed
the highto approved
Michigan’s
that
not only
equal,
but exceed,
the law’s
required reduc$ons of average statewide
vide savings
to
Michigan’s
drivers,
that
not
est
benefits
in
the
country,
and
Michigan
is
per vehicle premiums. In its review, DIFS rejected Personal Injury Protec$on
(PIP) ﬁlings that used any
only equal,
but
exceed,
the
law’s
required
the
only
state
where
unlimited
PIP
medical
ra$ng factors not permiMed under the new law, such as sex, marital status, home ownership, or zip code,
reductions of average statewide per vehi- continues to be an option.
requiring companies to resubmit PIP
eachMedical
ﬁling with
prohibited factors removed. For the ﬁrst $me, all ﬁled
cle premiums. In its review, DIFS rejectcoverage pays allowable
rates
were
reviewed
by
outside
independent
actuaries
conﬁrmrecompliance with the law.
ed Personal Injury Protection (PIP) filings expenses for medical care,torecovery,
that used “This
any rating
factors
notfor
permitted
some
funeral expenses,
is great
news
Michiganhabilitation,
drivers andand
their
families,”
said Governor Whitmer. “Last year, we
under the worked
new law, across
such as sex,
marital
staand
typically
represents
almost
half
of anreform to bring down costs for
the aisle to pass a historic, bipar$san auto insurance
tus, home drivers
ownership,
or
zip
code,
requiring
individual
driver’s
premium.
Even
when
everywhere. It’s great to see that it’s paying oﬀ for Michiganders, especially during a $me when
companies to resubmit each filing with pro- adjusted for statutory increases in Bodily
on, across
there were
concerns
drivers may need extra money in their pockets. I look forward to con$nueEarly
working
the aisle
to raised
hibited factors removed. For the first time, Injury coverage (BI), the filings continue
in
the
media
that
PIP
Medical
reductions
ensure
rates
for Michiganders.”
all filed rates
werelower
reviewed
by outside
in- to show savings better that what the law
thetonew
auto
insurance law,
which
takes to
eﬀect
for law,
policies
that issue or renew aVer July 1, 2020,
dependentUnder
actuaries
confirm
compliance
required.
Pursuant
the new
rate reMichigan drivers will now have ductions
a choiceare
in shown
the amount
of PIPaverages
medical coverage to purchase on their
with the law.
as statewide
“This ispolicy.
great news
for choices
Michiganequal
driversor exceed
and are the
required
for eight
years.
inThese
highest
beneﬁts
in Auto
the country,
and Michigan is the only state
and their where
families,”
said
Governor
Whitsurance
premiums
are
very
individual
to
unlimited PIP medical con$nues to be an op$on.
mer. “LastPIP
year,
we worked
across the
aisle
each consumer
and
vary based
Medical
coverage
pays
allowable
expenses
formay
medical
care,upon
recovery, rehabilita$on, and some
to pass a historic, bipartisan auto insurance such things as driving record, miles driven,
funeral expenses, and typically represents almost half of an individual driver’s premium. Even when
reform to bring down costs for drivers ev- and coverages selected.
adjusted for statutory increases inAsBodily
Injury coverage (BI), the ﬁlings con$nue to show savings beMer
erywhere. It’s great to see that it’s paying
of April 24, 2020, the initial six filings
that
what
the
law
required.
Pursuant
to
the
newa law,
rate
off for Michiganders, especially during a approved represent
quarter
of reduc$ons
Michigan’s are shown as statewide averages
are required
years.auto
Auto
insurance
premiums
are very individual to each consumer and
time whenand
drivers
may need for
extraeight
money
insurance
market.
The aggregated
may vary
based
upon
things
driving
milesstatewide
driven, PIP
and coverages selected.
in their pockets.
I look
forward
to such
contindataasshows
thatrecord,
the average,
ue working
the aisle
to ensure
medical
reductions
exceeding
the statutory
Asacross
of April
24, 2020,
thelower
ini$al six
ﬁlings
approved
represent
a quarter of Michigan’s auto insurance
rates for Michiganders.”
requirements
as average,
follows. statewide PIP medical reduc$ons exceeding the
market. The aggregated data shows
that the
Under the
new
auto
insurance
law,
which
statutory requirements as follows.

Mandated
Reduc$on

Avg. Reduc$on

Unlimited

At least -10%

-16.5%

$500,000

At least -20%

-36.3%

$250,000

At least -35%

-41.9%

$50,000

At least -45%

-54.3%

PIP Limit

Warning siren testing
to begin Friday
Kent County Emergency
Management and City of
Grand Rapids Emergency
Management will begin
conducting monthly testing
of the outdoor warning sirens on May 1 at 12:00 p.m.
The tests will continue the
first Friday of each month,
May through October, at
12:00 p.m.
The purpose of the outdoor warning sirens is to
alert residents of an imminent hazard and to prompt
them to find shelter and
seek further information.
Two examples of imminent
severe weather include a
tornado warning for Kent
County or a storm in Kent
County with sustained
winds at or above 70mph.
Both are potentially dangerous situations and should
prompt residents to take
shelter in the lowest level of
a building, such as a base-

“These filings show statewide savings exceeding the law’s requirement at each PIP
coverage level,” said DIFS Director, Anita
Fox. “Michiganders can also choose a coverage that best fits their family’s needs and budget, and can expect savings for each option.”
DIFS continues to operate its dedicated, nofault hotline with calls being answered Mon-

would be negated by statutory increases in
BI Coverage limits, but that is not the case:

day through Friday from 8 a.m. to 5:00 p.m.
Drivers can also call 833-ASK-DIFS (2753437), email at autoinsurance@michigan.
gov, or visit: www.michigan.gov/autoinsurance for more details on changes to the law,
a schedule of weekly town halls, and instructional videos on how to fill out new forms.

Over 1 million michigan
workers affected by
COVID-19 now receiving
unemployment benefits

UIA has added staff and resources to quickly disburse
more than $1.6 billion in unemployment benefits to
Michigan working families hurt by COVID-19

ment, or an interior room
that does not have windows.
The testing of the outdoor
warning sirens is also an excellent time to discuss plans
for severe weather with
your family and in your
workplace. Plans should
include what actions are
prompted by those alerts/
warnings, ways for family/
friends to communicate, a

safe and familiar place to
rendezvous if home is not
accessible, etc.
If you do not hear the
siren testing on May 1 at
12:00pm, and believe you
should have, complete and
submit the online google
form at http://bit.ly/kcwarningsirens or you can contact
your local township or city
office.

Complete Collision
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(616) 636-5341

Free Estimates

89 N. Third Street
Sand Lake

LANSING, MICH. The
Michigan Unemployment
Insurance Agency (UIA)
has provided benefits to
1,018,315 Michigan workers who are unemployed
as a result of COVID-19.
The agency also disbursed
more than $1.66 billion in
payments since March 15.
The most recent U.S. Dept.
of Labor report showed
1,178,021
Michiganders
filed unemployment claims
between March 15 – April
18. Most workers who have
not yet received unemployment benefits will be eligible in the coming weeks
once they complete the federal requirement to certify
their claim.
“We are working hard to
provide emergency financial assistance to those affected by COVID-19, with
more than 1 million Michiganders receiving benefits,” said Michigan Dept.
of Labor and Economic

Opportunity Director Jeff
Donofrio. “While Michigan’s unemployment system appears to be outpacing
the rest of the country in
paying benefits, much work
remains for those who still
need help completing their
claim. We will not rest until everyone receives the
benefits they are entitled
to.” In conjunction with
the federal CARES Act,
Michigan was among the
first states in the nation to
begin sending the additional $600 federal payments
in Pandemic Unemployment Compensation (PUC)
and make the unemployment application available
to self-employed workers
and independent contractors through the Pandemic
Unemployment Assistance
(PUA). In a recent Detroit
Free Press report, Michele
Evermore, senior policy analyst of Washington, D.C.,
nonprofit National Em-

ployment Law Project, said
the state has been uniquely responsive to the crisis.
Michigan is one of the few
states already issuing the
additional $600 pandemic
benefit handed down from
the federal government,
she said. Evermore credited
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer for
improved access to benefits.
Added Capacity The UIA
has extended its call center
hours and added hundreds
of customer facing staff.
The agency has also built
in new tools to its online
system connecting more
than 100 staff to resolve
technical issues like locked
accounts.
Historical Demand In the
weeks preceding the pandemic, the UIA received
around 5,000 new weekly unemployment claims.
During the Great Recession, the weekly high was
around 77,000 in 2009.
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Governor Whitmer Extends Stay
Home, Stay Safe Order

Directs residents to wear homemade masks in enclosed public spaces and
lifts restrictions on activities like lawn care, golfing, boating
LANSING, Mich. Governor Gretchen Whitmer
signed executive order
2020-59 last week, extending her Stay Home,
Stay Safe order through
May 15. The new order will require people
to wear homemade face
coverings when they enter enclosed public spaces. It will also lift some
restrictions on outdoor
activities and allow some
workers who perform
previously suspended activities to go back to work.
“Data shows that most
Michiganders are doing
their part by staying home
and staying safe. That’s
good, but we must keep
it up. Social distancing is
our best weapon to defeat
this enemy,” said Governor Whitmer. “With new
COVID-19 cases leveling
off, however, we are lift-

ing some of the restrictions
put in place in the previous
order. I want to be crystal
clear: the overarching message today is still the same.
We must all do our part by
staying home and staying
safe as much as possible.”
“The numbers we’ve
seen in the past week have
shown a plateau in positive
cases, but Michiganders
must continue doing their

part to fight this virus and
protect their families,” said
MDHHS Chief Deputy for
Health and Chief Medical Executive Dr. Joneigh
Khaldun. “The governor
has taken a number of critical steps to protect Michigan families, and this order
today will allow that work
to continue. We will keep
monitoring the data closely
and work with our partners

across state government
to mitigate the spread of
COVID-19.”
The order will require
people to wear homemade, non-medical grade
face coverings when they
enter enclosed public
spaces. It will also require
employers to provide at
least cloth face coverings
to their employees. People won’t have to wear
face coverings when
they’re taking a walk in
the neighborhood, but when
they go to the grocery store,
they should be wearing one.
Under the order, however,
no one will be subject to
criminal penalty for going
without a mask.
The new executive order
will also allow some workers who perform previously
suspended activities to go
back on the job. LandscapEXTENDS- continues on page 13

Motorboat ban rescinded following
MUCC suit
From the Michigan Conservation Club

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer announced Friday that
the arbitrary and unconstitutional ban on motorized
boats has been rescinded.
Although neither the word “boat” nor “motor”
ever appeared in Executive Order 2020-42, law
enforcement officers, under direction from Gov.
Whitmer and Department of Natural Resources Director Dan Eichinger, have written tickets citing anglers for violations of the executive order specific
to motor boating.
The governor’s announcement and signing of
the new Executive Order 2020-59 comes two days
after a judge agreed to hear testimony regarding
a temporary injunction filed by Michigan United
Conservation Clubs (MUCC). Members of MUCC
have been ticketed for violating “Frequently Asked
Questions,” which appeared on the DNR and governor’s websites.
MUCC filed an initial complaint in United States
District Court for the Western District of Michigan
on April 19. On Tuesday, MUCC filed a motion for
a preliminary injunction. Judge Paul Maloney acknowledged that the boating ban “confusion puts
members of MUCC in a precarious situation” and
set a formal hearing for April 29.
MUCC SUIT- continues on page 13
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Tips to save on
energy costs
while home

Turning your thermostat down can help save on heating costs
while you are staying home. Photo by Dan LeFebvre on Unsplash.

LANSING, MICH. With Michigan families staying home to
slow the spread of COVID-19 and a colder-than-average spring,
households may find their heating bills higher than usual and
the air quality inside their home decreasing. Michigan’s Weatherization Assistance Program at the Michigan Department of
Health and Human Services (MDHHS) has some tips to help.
“The Weatherization Assistance Program is one way that
MDHHS provides access to important services that give Michigan residents the opportunity to improve their well-being and
health,” said Lewis Roubal, MDHHS chief deputy director for
opportunity. “We know many people are struggling to pay the
bills during these unprecedented times as a result of the coronavirus pandemic. We want to help them save energy and save
money.”
The Weatherization Assistance Program works with low-income families, the elderly and people with disabilities to improve both the energy efficiency and air quality of their home.
“Sometimes the money people save on utilities through the
program means they can buy something they really need, such
as medicine,” said Ray Judy, director of the state’s weatherization training center, which certifies contractors to do the specialized work.
With the weatherization program, which sends efficiency experts into homes, temporarily on hold due to COVID-19, Judy
offers a few steps you can take—whether you live in a house,
manufactured home, or apartment—to help improve indoor air
quality and lower energy bills.

Stop heat loss

If you have access to the attic through an opening in the
ceiling—sometimes it’s a small passageway in a closet or hallway—make sure it is closed tightly so the warm air stays in
living areas and doesn’t float up into the attic.

Filter facts

Check the filter in the furnace or air conditioner every 30 to
45 days and change it if it is dirty. A dirty filter makes the heating system work harder because it can’t move the air as easily.

Dial down

Lowering the thermostat even a degree will save money. Start
with the usual temperature settings, then drop it one degree at
a time to determine what your comfort level is. For example, if
you keep the thermostat at 70 degrees, try lowering it to 69. If
you use an air conditioner, do the same in reverse. If you usually
keep it at 67 degrees, try 68.
ENERGY- continues on page 13
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Proper pruning is all about the right tools
(StatePoint) If you are
like most homeowners, you
need to prune trees, shrubs,
bushes and other plants in
your yard from time to time.
But do you know which
tool is best suited for each
particular job? Experts say
that choosing tools wisely
is key to maximizing beauty and minimizing damage
to plants.
There are a few things
to keep in mind as you go
about selecting tools for
your pruning jobs, big and
small, and landscape designer Doug Scott of Redeem Your Ground in Atlanta, Ga., is sharing a few
insights to get you started:
• For most basic pruning
around the yard, bypass or
hand pruners, also known
as garden or pruning shears,
are go-to tools. Best for
making clean cuts through
living plants and tree
branches, they work much
like a set of heavy-duty

Regular pruning is necessary to keep your yard looking beautiful and well-maintained as well as
to improve the health of plants. Be sure you’re equipped with the proper tools and knowledge
to do so effectively.

scissors and are capable of
getting into tight spots for
close, precise cuts. Scott

advises against a common
pitfall here: the urge to save
money.

“Since pruning shears see
so much use, it makes sense
to buy the best ones you

can afford. From my experience, inexpensive models
simply don’t last very long,”
he says. “A well-cared for,
high-quality set of bypass
pruners however can be a
lifetime investment for the
average homeowner.”
• For larger branches,
Scott says anvil-style shears
can be a good choice,
which feature one sharp
blade closing against a flat,
wide blade and work much
like a knife cutting against
a cutting board. However,
he warns that they should
be used selectively, as they
crush plant stems more than
bypass-style pruners.
• When it comes to
branches of more than 1/2inch (12.7 millimeters) in
diameter, loppers are the
best choice. Like hand
pruning tools, there are bypass loppers, which operate
much like a large, long-handled set of bypass shears,
while anvil-style loppers

use just one cutting blade.
“Bypass loppers generally cut with more precision,
while anvil-style loppers
are typically capable of
generating more cutting
force,” Scott said.
Still have questions? New
online resources can help.
Scott has partnered with
Exmark, a leading manufacturer of commercial
mowers and equipment on
a new video series for DIY
homeowners called “Done
in a Weekend.” Among
the videos is “Cut It Out,”
which explains the differences between different
pruning tools, as well as
provides tips for pruning
more effectively with less
effort. To view the video,
as well as access the other
videos in the series, which
cover a range of home and
garden topics, visit Exmark.
com/DIY.

Nine garden planning tips for the greatest return
Gravel • Sand • Recycled Concrete • Screened Top Soil
SERVING
SERVING
SERVING
WEST MICHIGAN
MICHIGAN
WEST
MICHIGAN
WEST
FOR
FOR
37OVER
YEARS
FOR
37
YEARS
40 YEARS

Licensed & insured • commerciaL & residentiaL
Licensed

48 Long
Long Road
48
Sand Lake, MI
Sand

636-5524
www.deansexcavating.com

Northern Kent County’s
floor-covering store

Quality Service and Value for 39 years.

By Melinda Myers

We’ve all done it…gotten
overzealous in spring and
overplanted or planted the
wrong varieties for our tastes
and needs. Make this the year
you plan your garden for the
best return on your investment.
First, prepare a list before
placing your catalogue order
or making that first trip to the
garden center. Without a bit
of preplanning our carts end
up filled with more seeds and
plants than space available or
varieties that are not suited to
our growing conditions or our
family’s taste.
Make sure each plant you
select provides the greatest
return on investment by including winning varieties
with a visit to the All-America
Selections (AAS) website (allamericaselections.org). This
non-profit trialing organization
has test sites across the US and
Canada that trial and select
winning varieties for their taste
and garden performance.
Review your favorite recipes
and consider growing the ingredients you need on a regular
basis. Salad lovers may want to
plant a container of greens that
can be harvested daily. Sandy
Lettuce and colorful mild flavored Red Kingdom Mizuna
are slow to bolt, extending the
harvest into warmer months.
Add some super nutritious
Prizm kale for your morning
smoothies and salads. Prizm’s
stemless stalks releaf quickly
after harvest so you’ll have a
continuous supply.
Fill a corner of the garden
or container with a small-fruited tomato or two for salads,

snacking and other daily treats.
Red Celano grape tomato (a
determinate for containers) and
the light-yellow sweet Firefly
tomato (an indeterminate for
vertical or staked gardens) are
attractive and very productive,
ensuring more than enough for
your whole family to enjoy.
Add a bit of crunch and color
by growing Roxanne radishes.
And don’t forget the cucumbers. Green Light cucumbers
are seedless, sweet and prolific
– great for salads or a refreshing summer drink. Keep a constant supply of these ingredients by making small plantings
throughout the season.
Grow several containers
of tasty and attractive Delizz
strawberries. These everbearing plants will provide a pretty pot of fresh strawberries
throughout the summer for
your morning oatmeal or afternoon glass of wine.
Plant unusual vegetables
you can’t purchase at the grocery store. Roulette pepper has
the look and citrusy flavor of a
habanero without the heat. And
you won’t find anything like
Yellow Apple tomato at the
store. It has small unique apple-shaped fruit with a citrusy
sweet flavor that’s perfect for
snacks or stuffing with cheese.
Dedicate some space for
those vegetables that are more
expensive to buy than grow.
Green peppers are a bargain in
the summer, but the yellow, orange and red ones can cost two
to three times more. Reduce
the wait time and increase your
enjoyment with early maturing
colorful peppers like Orange
Blaze or the yellow sweet peppers like Cornito Giallo, Esca-

Photo credit: All-America Selections

Celano is a patio type grape tomato that produces sweet oblong fruit.

millo or Just Sweet.
If you plan to freeze, dry or
can your harvest, make sure
to reserve some time during
harvest season for picking and
preserving. Select disease resistant productive varieties like
Early Resilience Roma Tomato so you’ll have plenty of produce to preserve.
This is your year to produce a garden filled with just
enough family favorites and
unusual varieties that are less
expensive to grow than buy.
Melinda Myers has written more than 20 garden-

ing books, including Small
Space Gardening. She hosts
The Great Courses “How to
Grow Anything” gardening
DVD series and the nationally
syndicated Melinda’s Garden
Moment TV & radio segments.
Myers is a columnist and contributing editor for Birds &
Blooms magazine and was
commissioned by AAS for her
expertise to write this article.
Myers’ web site is www.melindamyers.com.
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FAMILY FEATURES
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etween spring cleaning and spending additional time outdoors (or both), the spring
season can bring a lot of changes to your
home. From insect prevention to rethinking
home organization and adding style to your favorite
spaces, it’s an opportunity to reimagine your living
areas while planning ahead for potential problems.
Visit eLivingtoday.com for more ways to spruce up
your home for spring.
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Combat Carpenter Bees with Early Prevention

Optimize Home Organization

Combat Carpenter Bees with Early Prevention

Optimize Home Organization

Don’t let carpenter bees get a foothold in your home where they
can damage wood. One of the easiest ways to prevent carpenter
bees from boring into your house is to capture them before they
begin multiplying. Traps, like the TrapStik from Rescue!, lure in
carpenter bees with appealing colors and patterns then trap them
on a sticky surface. Just hang the weather-resistant, pesticide-free
traps where carpenter bees are seen or holes can be found. Learn
more at rescue.com/rescueyourhome.
Don’t let carpenter bees get a foothold in your home where they
can damage wood. One of the easiest ways to prevent carpenter
bees from boring into your house is to capture them before they
begin multiplying. Traps, like the TrapStik from Rescue!, lure in
carpenter bees with appealing colors and patterns then trap them
on a sticky surface. Just hang the weather-resistant, pesticide-free
traps where carpenter bees are seen or holes can be found. Learn
more at rescue.com/rescueyourhome.

Create a Classic Kitchen

Spring is a perfect opportunity to update your kitchen – or create
a look from yesteryear. Consider an option like Elmira Stove Works’
ranges. Available in seven colors and more than 1,000 custom hues
with polished nickel or antique copper trim, the ranges complement
styles such as farmhouse, Victorian, log cabin and even more
contemporary settings. Full-size, self-cleaning ovens are available
in electric, convection electric or gas. Complete the look with
matching fridges, wall ovens, dishwashers and microwaves. Find
more information at elmirastoveworks.com.

A Pleasant Patio Setting

Spring is a perfect opportunity to update your kitchen – or create
a look from yesteryear. Consider an option like Elmira Stove Works’

A Pleasant Patio Setting

Create a Classic Kitchen

Photo courtesy of Getty Images

The warmer weather of spring often brings with it the desire to be
outside and enjoying the season. You can spruce up the entertaining
capabilities and comfort of your outdoor areas with patio furniture
built to hold up against the weather. Keep it simple with two chairs
and a small table or go all-in with loveseats, end tables and more.
For added comfort, look for furniture with removable cushions that
can be brought inside or stored away when not in use.
Photo courtesy of Getty Images

For many people, a major part of spring cleaning revolves around
reorganization. By adding versatile, ventilated storage to pantries,
laundry rooms, mudrooms or just about any space in the house, a
solution like ClosetMaid’s multi-functional wire drawer organizer
kits are perfect for small spaces. Available in 2-, 3- or 4-drawer
sizes, the kits can help organize items from food to off-season
holiday decorations to toiletries or cleaning supplies. Find more
information at closetmaid.com.
For many people, a major part of spring cleaning revolves around
reorganization. By adding versatile, ventilated storage to pantries,
laundry rooms, mudrooms or just about any space in the house, a
solution like ClosetMaid’s multi-functional wire drawer organizer
kits are perfect for small spaces. Available in 2-, 3- or 4-drawer
sizes, the kits can help organize items from food to off-season
holiday decorations to toiletries or cleaning supplies. Find more
information at closetmaid.com.

Keep the Lawn Clean

Photo courtesy of Getty Images

As the green grass begins to sprout and add beauty to your yard,
so do weeds and other undesirable growth. Mowing the lawn
regularly may take care of a majority of issues, but for those hardto-reach areas, a string trimmer can help you clean up spots that
simply can’t be mowed over. Available in gas, electric and batterypowered, a multitude of options means you can choose the right fit
for your yard.

Keep the Lawn Clean

Photo courtesy of Getty Images
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Fire

...continued from front page

Several years ago a fire was started by a discarded cigarette
and it spread to her property and burned down her barn.
Mojzuk noted that Courtland has an ordinance in place
to bill for recovery fees if they are dispatched to an illegal
burn. “We don’t usually do it but with a fire this big, and
with what he was burning—all of it illegal—and the fact
he left it unattended, he will be getting a fine,” explained
Mojzuk. “If he had called to get a permit, we would have
told him those things are illegal to burn.”
He said they figure out the cost of the fine by counting the
number of trucks and firefighters at the scene.
Mojzuk had this advice for anyone thinking of burning:
• First, call your local fire department about a permit.
• Burn only leaves, brush and wood. NO trash, cardboard, roofing, tires, etc.
• Have a hose on hand in case it’s needed.
• Attend the fire until it’s done, and then douse with the
hose.

Like us on
facebook

$

TAX TIME

Use IRS Non-Filers tool to get
Economic Impact Payment
Many low-income, homeless qualify
WASHINGTON--The Internal Revenue Service reminds
low-income Americans to use the free, online tool Non-Filers: Enter Payment Info (https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/
non-filers-enter-payment-info-here) to quickly and easily
register to receive their Economic Impact Payment.
The IRS has recently released a new Spanish language
version of the tool to help even more Americans get their
money quickly and easily.
“The IRS is working hard to find new ways for people
who don’t have a filing requirement to receive their Economic Impact Payment,” said IRS Commissioner Chuck
Rettig. “The Non-Filers tool is an easy way people can register for these payments. I appreciate the work of the Free
File Alliance to quickly develop a Spanish-language version of this tool to reach additional people. This is part of a
wider effort to reach underserved communities.”
The Non-Filers tool is designed for people with incomes
typically below $24,400 for married couples or less than
$12,200 for single people. This includes couples and individuals who are homeless. People can qualify, even if they
do not work. Anyone claimed as a dependent by another
taxpayer is not eligible.
Usually, married couples qualify to receive a $2,400 payment while others normally qualify to get $1,200. People
with dependents under 17 can get up to an additional $500
for each child.
Just like people who file returns every year, those who
do not have a filing requirement also generally qualify for
an Economic Impact Payment. The IRS doesn’t know who
many of these people are since they normally don’t file.
So, the only way to get the Economic Impact Payment is to
register with the IRS.
Here are some questions and answers on the Non-filers
tool:

*How do I use the Non-Filers: Enter Payment Info tool?
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For those who don’t normally file a tax return, the process
is simple and only takes a few minutes. First, visit IRS.gov,
and look for “Non-Filers: Enter Payment Info Here.” Then
provide basic information including Social Security number, name, address, and dependents.
The IRS will use this information to confirm eligibility,
calculate and send an Economic Impact Payment. No tax
will be due as a result of receiving the payment. Entering
bank or financial account information will allow the IRS to
quickly deposit the payment directly in a savings or check-

ing account. Otherwise, the payment will be mailed, which
will take longer to receive than by direct deposit.
“Non-Filers: Enter Payment Info” is secure, and the information entered will be safe. The tool is based on Free
File Fillable Forms, part of the Free File Alliances offerings
of free products on IRS.gov.

*Who should use the Non-Filers tool?

This new tool is designed for people who did not file a tax
return for 2018 or 2019 and are not required to do so under
the law. Usually, this means couples with incomes below
$24,400 and singles with incomes below $12,200 in 2019.
In addition, the Non-Filers tool can also help families receiving certain government benefits get additional payment
amounts, based on their children. These include those receiving Supplemental Security Income (SSI) and Veterans
Affairs beneficiaries who did not file returns for 2018 or
2019. These recipients need to make the updates for the
children in the tool by May 5.
By taking this step, they will still be eligible to receive the
separate payment of $500 per qualifying child. See the news
release on IRS.gov for full details [ https://www.irs.gov/
newsroom/veterans-affairs-recipients-will-receive-automatic-economic-impact-payments-step-follows-work-between-treasury-irs-va ].

*Who should NOT use the tool?

Anyone who already filed either a 2018 or 2019 return
does not qualify to use this tool. Similarly, anyone who
needs to file either a 2018 or 2019 return should not use
this tool, but instead they should file their tax returns. This
includes anyone who files a return to claim various tax benefits, such as the Earned Income Tax Credit for low-and
moderate-income workers and working families.
The IRS also has seen instances where people required
to file a Form 1040 for 2019 are trying to use the Non-Filers tool. The IRS urges people with a filing requirement to
avoid complications later with the IRS, and file properly
without using the Non-Filer tool.
Students and others who file a return only to receive a
refund of withheld taxes should also not use this tool. In addition, students and others claimed as dependents on someone else’s tax return don’t qualify for an Economic Impact
Payment and are not eligible to use the Non-Filers tool.
For more Information on Economic Impact Payments,
including answers to frequently-asked questions and other
resources, visit IRS.gov/coronavirus [ https://www.irs.gov/
coronavirus ].

State Treasury providing student
loan assistance
Collection activities on delinquent loans halted until Sept. 30, 2020
formerly ACTION TAX SERVICE

WE ARE STILL AVAILABLE
TO DO YOUR TAX RETURN!
Don’t miss out on receiving your
Economic Impact Check
for not filing your taxes!

Tax information can be dropped
off 24/7 to our office drop box or
sent by mail, fax or web portal.
For more information, contact us
Mon - Th, 8:30 am to 12:30 pm
P: 616-866-4704 | 10271 Northland Dr NE
F: 616-951-7070 | Rockford, MI 49341
Email: RKD@integritytaxgroup.com
Keep up to date on all the changes
for this tax year by visiting our website
www.integritytaxgroup.com

LANSING, MICH. The
Michigan Department of
Treasury today announced
Michiganders who have student loans guaranteed by the
state will be provided assistance during the COVID-19
pandemic.
Collection activities on
delinquent Federal Family
Education Loan Program
(FFELP) student loans,
made by a financial institution and serviced by the
Michigan Guaranty Agency,
will be halted until Sept. 30,
2020.
“College students should
not have to worry about
defaulting on their monthly

$

loan payments during the
continuing, unprecedented public health crisis,”
Gov. Gretchen Whitmer
said. “This program will
help alleviate a tremendous
amount of stress from students with financial hardships as they determine the
next steps in completing
their education and competing for jobs in the 21st century workforce.”
The state Treasury Department has stopped all wage
garnishments and offsets to
pay outstanding FFELP student loans serviced by the
Michigan Guaranty Agency.
Borrowers who are current-

ly in repayment agreements
will not be penalized if a
payment is missed through
Sept. 30, 2020.
“The COVID-19 pandemic is both a public health
emergency and an economic
emergency,” State Treasurer
Rachael Eubanks said. “If
you are encountering financial hardship and cannot pay
your state-backed student
loans, please contact us so
we can walk through your
options for assistance.”
Individuals who have
FFELP loans serviced by the
Michigan Guaranty Agency
and are encountering repayment issues are encouraged

to call 1-800-642-5626. Service representatives can discuss payment options with
borrowers.
Some FFELP loans were
made by private lenders,
and guaranty agencies insured these funds. Since
2010, no new FFELP loans
have been issued by the federal government.
To learn more about state
student finance programs,
go to www.michigan.gov/
mistudentaid. More information about the Michigan
Guaranty Agency is available at www.michigan.gov/
mgaloan.
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is online at http://cedarspringspost.com/category/business/tax-time/
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P la y sa f e a t h om e w it h a f u n -fi lle d
f a m ily st a yca t ion
(StatePoint) Staying at
home and practicing social
distancing can feel more
challenging as the weather warms and the itch for
family fun at the beach becomes stronger. However,
being socially responsible
does not mean you need to
put the fun on hold.
Consider these ideas from
the experts at Intex to create a fun and safe backyard
beach day of your own:
• Create a “View”: Recreate the feeling of being at
the beach by designing your
own tropical “view.” With
a couple of inflatable palm
trees and some umbrellas,
you can feel like you’re
on a tropical vacation. All
that’s left is to lay out some
beach towels and break out
the SPF.
• Play Games: No beach
day is complete without
your favorite beach games.
Keep it casual with Frisbee
and paddle ball or set up a
volleyball net for a little bit
of family competition.
• Cool Off: You don’t
need the lake or ocean to
enjoy hours in the water.
With a pool, you can keep
the family busy all day long
right in your own backyard.

H

ometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows.
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name
and phone number for any questions we may have.

The Sand Lake UM Women’s Rummage Sale Canceled

Canceled: The Sand Lake United Methodist Women’s
May Rummage Sale has been canceled. It may be
rescheduled later this year. #18

JOKE

The Ultra XTR Rectangular Above Ground Frame
Swimming Pool from Intex
has an easy set-up and sizes
to fit almost any backyard.
Along with its selection of
pools, the brand also offers
play centers, including the
Rainbow Ring Play Center with waterslide, wading
pool, water sprayer and ring
toss game.
• Get Comfortable: With
a unique style for everyone in the family, inflatable
floats can transform your

backyard into a vacation
getaway. The Intex Palm
Leaf and Pink Seashell designs can help you extend
the tropical feel of your
staycation and provide
some fun options for the
family. For those who like
to enjoy a nice cold drink,
be sure your lounger includes a cup holder.
• Fire Up the Grill: Fire
up the grill for a cookout or make a picnic style
lunch with sandwiches and
snacks. Either way, you’ll

be recreating delicious
beach fare.
• Crank Up the Tunes:
Make a relaxing beach
playlist, grab the speakers
and crank up the tunes.
Use your time at home
to build lasting memories
with family. With a few fun
backyard ideas, you can
make the time spent social
distancing less stressful and
a lot more fun.

VOICES & VIEWS
POST Scripts NOTICE
The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to
350 words. The subject should be relevant to local
readers, and the editor reserves the right to reject
letters or edit for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns. All submissions MUST
be accompanied by full name, mailing address
and daytime phone number. We use this informa-

of theWeek
Finding heaven

A little boy was waiting for his mother to come out of
the grocery store. As he waited, he was approached by
the new pastor in town, who asked, “Can you tell me
where the post office is?”
“Sure,” the boy replied. “Just go straight down this
street a couple of blocks and turn to your right.”
The pastor thanked him and said, “I’d like you to
come to church on Sunday. I’ll show you how to get to
heaven.”
The little boy replied with a chuckle. “Aw, come on.
You don’t even know the way to the post office!”

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

classic kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620
NOTICE: We need NEW jokes! If you have a good
“clean” joke to share email it to: news@cedarspringspost.
com or send to P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

tion to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do not
print anonymous letters, or acknowledge letters
we do not use. Writers are limited to one letter per
month. Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or
send to Post Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box
370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

Tickets ONLY

$

3.00

Temporarily

CLOSED
UNTIL FURTHER
NOTICE

by mandate of the
State of Michigan.

For the
safety of our
volunteers and
our patrons during
the COVID-19 crisis.
Thank you for your patience.

We miss our patrons and hope
you are safe and well.
We hope to see you soon.
The Cedar Springs Theatre Association
Board and Volunteers

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW
7469

CLASSIFIEDS
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Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word

Call 616.696.3655

ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

HELP
WANTED

AUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

HOMES
FOR SALE
CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

3464 Hollyfield Dr.
Corner home site
outside perimeter
Excellent location!

$109,900.

616-696-1100

Belmont army veteran
needs private home care
aide. In his home, 16 to 30
hours per week. Must have
reliable transportation and
able to pass background
check, drug test, previous
home care experience.
$11.50 per hour. Call Pam
at 616-788-5862. Begins
May 1st in Belmont, Michigan. #18-21p
Job opening for insurance
agent in Cedar Springs.
Sales Experience preferred.
Email resumes to Chris@
conflittiagency.com. #tfnb

WANTED
TO RENT
Wanted to Lease: Hunting property around the
Cedar Springs area for the
2020 Deer Hunting Season. References provided.
Top lease rates. Call 616375-6319. #18,19p

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

small ads make ¢ents
Call for details

616-696-3655

CRITTER

FOR RENT
CEDARFIELD
SELF StoRAgE
Next to Meijer

616-696-1100

SERVICES
A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb
Kent Dumpster: Local Family
Business. Call 616-437-1460.
www.kentdumpster.com. #1135p
Bobcat Work – Small jobs,
driveway prep and dirt grading.
Call 616-696-2429. #16-21p

CORNER
Lost: Missing dearly our large
long-haired male, part Maine
Coon, black and gray/tan
(marble / tiger) kitty. Missing
since Friday, March 13th from
the area of Algoma, 22 Mile and
Cypress. He is neutered and
microchipped, although he still
sprays. He likes girls and is very
friendly. He will probably come
to “Hey big kitty!” If seen, please
call ASAP 616-498-6568. #14
Found: Beautiful young male
cat, black and brown classic
tabby with white legs and
chest. Very friendly. Found on
Tuesday, March 24th in the area
of 17 Mile and Algoma. Call
616-696-8902. #14

800.982.4540
231.937.5607

CLASSIFIEDS
DEADLINE:

Monday by 5:00 p.m.
NO BILLING ALL Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

P ST

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –
Humane Society of West Michigan’s

PETS of the WEEK

V ie w o u r a d o p t a b le a n im a ls a t w w w .h s w e s t m i.o rg .
D u e t o t h e v ir t u a l n a t u re o f t h e s e a d o p t io n s , p le a s e
p ic k o n ly a fe w a n im a ls t h a t c a t c h y o u r in t e re s t a n d
a p p ly v ia t h e o n lin e a p p lic a t io n . A f t e r a p p ly in g , e m a il
u s a t a d o p t io n s @ h s w e s t m i.o rg t o s c h e d u le a v ir t u a l
m e e t & g re e t !
A t t h is t im e , o u r s h e lt e r w ill r e m a in c lo s e d t o t h e
p u b l i c a n d a l l o t h e r n o n -a d o p t i o n p r o g r a m s w i l l
r e m a in s u s p e n d e d u n t il M a y 1 5 t h p e r M ic h ig a n
E x e c u t i v e O r d e r.

• LOST
• FOUND

Deuce – 6-year-old male – Medium Mixed Breed

Animal Ads
are FREE! Call

Meet Deuce! Deuce is a
6 year old medium mixed
breed with a gorgeous gray
coat. Deuce loves spending
time outdoors, and his
foster mom often catches
him sunbathing when the
weather’s nice. Deuce is
very affectionate and would
love someone who doesn’t
mind having a 55lb lap dog! Apply for him today!

• FREE

to good
homes

ANDY’S
TREE
SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES

The

Thursday, April 30, 2020

696-3655

Say:
“I saw it in
the POST
POST!”
!”

Thor – 7-year-old male – Domestic Shorthair Mix
Meet Thor! Thor is a gentle
soul. He thrives in a quiet
environment with plenty
of window watching. When
not sitting on your lap,
Thor loves to tuck away
in a secret napping spot
or play with catnip toys!
His favorite time of day is
always meal time. Apply for
Thor today!
Deuce and Thor are available for No Contact Adoption
at Humane Society of West Michigan. To learn more
about adopting, please visit: www.hswestmi.org

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words,
20¢ for each additional word
(pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST

For more information on the
Humane Society of West Michigan,
call (616) 453-8900 or
visit www.hswestmi.org

Help support
Your LOCAL
Newspaper!

616.696.3655

BUSINESS PROFESSIONALS
KENT DUMPSTER

SCHULTZ SEPTIC

"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential •Commercial

Our low rates are worth
the call! - 696-9570

local family business

Lori Visser

www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

616-437-1460
kentdumpster.com

Call 696-3655

5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

  #'%%" & !
 & 7pm
!'" &!
Sat.
9:30am-1pm
$
&!



Keys to
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog
And ADVERTISE
in

$

  "616.696.3900

Brynadette Powell
• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

EXCAVATING, INC.

Screened TopSoil
SCREENED
TOPSOIL
gravel
Sand
GRAVEL •• SAND
recycled
RECYCLED concreTe
CONCRETE
Licensed &
LICENSED
& insured
INSURED
commerciaL &
& residentiaL
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

636-5524
636-5524

www.deanexcavating.com

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466
6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake

616.835.2624

Arthur K. Eggerding
Realtor, Inc.
Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Check our our e-Edition @
http://cedarspringspost.
com/e-newspaper-2/

Bassett’s

Towing & Auto Repair
New Hours:
Monday-Friday
8am to 5:30pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
• American Express

14050 edgerton
Cedar springs

Full-serviCe auto repair
• Brakes • Engine • Electric • Oil Changes
• Tires (new and used) • Wheel Alignments
• Maintenance • Foreign & Domestic

616.696.3051

Thursday, April 30, 2020

Pursuit
...continued from front page

on 112th St where speeds reached 80 mph.
Eventually the driver of the vehicle crashed on Stanton
Rd. near Newcosta (W. County Line Rd) and fled on foot.
The Newaygo County Sheriff’s K9 team was deployed after the stop. After a lengthy track through the woods and
several swamps the suspect was apprehended by both K9s.
The suspect is a 35-year-old male from Sand Lake. He
was lodged at the Newaygo County Jail on charges of parole violation, fleeing and eluding and possession of methamphetamine. He was lodged pending a formal arraignment.
The following departments assisted in the investigation: Newaygo County Sheriff’s Office, Grant Police Department, Michigan State Police, Michigan DNR, Central
Michigan Enforcement Team and the Montcalm County
Sheriff’s Office.

LifeWalk
...continued from page 2

es up like a clown, face painting, bake cookies, wear
matching t-shirts, a balloons release, and remember a
time of prayer.
• Decorate your bikes and have some family fun on your
own LifeRide.
• Make up some creative signs showing support for LIFE
and go for a walk around your neighborhood. Don’t forget to make it fun!
• Hold your own LifeRun and award a medal to whoever
wore the funniest running outfit.
Email us your photos of how you made this year’s virtual
LifeWalk FUN! Email to: alphafamilycentercs@gmail.com.
You may be the winner of a special prize!
When you contact your supporters let them know of all the
giving options available this year

Giving options for Virtual LifeWalk 20/20
•

Mail: Make checks payable to “Alpha Family Center”
with your name and LifeWalk written on memo line of
check. Mail to: Alpha Family Center P.O. Box 450 Cedar Springs, MI 49319
• Alpha’s website: www.alphafamilycentercs.org Event
page and look for link for FundEasy and click on it to
make a donation to LifeWalk 20/20.
• FundEasy: If you are collecting pledges you will need
to first register and create your own personal FundEasy
page for your family, friends and co-workers to donate to. Go to Alpha’s Facebook page. There will be a
LifeWalk 20/20 Vision for Life! FundEasy post, click
on that to register. Once you are registered then others
can begin making donations to your page.
• Monthly Pledge (1 year commitment). For example if
you usually donate $120 but want to make a $10 payment each month for one year you can. Simple make
checks payable to “Alpha Family Center” with Monthly
Pledge written on memo line of check. Mail to: Alpha
Family Center P.O. Box 450 Cedar Springs, MI 49319
• Faith Pledge: pledge any amount and pay by Sept. 1,
2020. Make checks payable to “Alpha Family Center/
LifeWalk 20/20” with Faith Pledge written on memo
line of check. Mail to: Alpha Family Center P.O. Box
450 Cedar Springs, MI 49319 before Sept. 1, 2020
Mail your completed pledge forms with any checks you have
into:
Alpha Family Center,
P.O. Box 450 Cedar Springs, MI 49319
Alpha has decided to begin the conversion process from a
pregnancy care center to a pregnancy medical center and had
hoped to begin raising the additional funds needed to do so
during LifeWalk. By making the conversion to a medical center we will have the ability to provide FREE ultrasounds. We
understand the important role ultrasounds play in a woman’s
decision when faced with an unexpected pregnancy. Ultrasounds have proven to change minds and save lives as women
see and hear their babies. If anyone would like to make an additional contribution directly to our Ultrasound Fund “Vision
for Life” we would greatly appreciate your support in this life
saving effort.
Alpha’s Virtual LifeWalk “20/20 Vision for Life!” T-shirts
are available to purchase this year. Prices are $10-$12 and all
profits from the sale of T-shirts will go directly into the “Vision
for Life” ultrasound fund. T-shirts may be purchased when you
register as a participant through FundEasy or in person at Alpha. The final T-shirt order will be placed on September 8th.
You will be notified when your T-shirts are available for pickup.
To register for this event or to download a pledge form, go to
https://www.alphafamilycentercs.org/Events and scroll down
the page for the links.
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Extends
...continued from page 7

ers, lawn-service companies, and nurseries can return to
work, subject to strict social distancing. Retailers that do
not sell necessary supplies may reopen for curbside pickup and for delivery. Big box stores can reopen closed areas,
like garden centers. And bike repair and maintenance can
come back online.
At the same time, the order will ease up on some restrictions on members of the public. It will, for example, allow
motorized boating and golf (but no golf carts), consistent
with sound social distancing. It will also permit individuals to travel between their residences, though such travel
during the epidemic is strongly discouraged. And it will
clarify that state parks remain open, as they have been
throughout the emergency.
The governor’s actions today are in close alignment with
other Midwest states. On April 16, Governor Whitmer announced that she and Governors Mike DeWine (OH), Tony
Evers (WI), Tim Walz (MN), JB Pritzker (IL), Eric Holcomb (IN), and Andy Beshear (KY) will work in close coordination to reopen the economy in the Midwest region.
The governor is committed to continuing to work closely
with other governors to protect families and mitigate the
spread of COVID-19.

MUCC suit
...continued from page 7

MUCC Executive Director Amy Trotter said the organization’s members, supporters and stakeholders were instrumental in helping to prevent further wrongful prosecution
of anglers and boaters.
“The MUCC lawsuit placed discernable pressure on the
governor’s office and DNR to reconsider the unconstitutional and ambiguous language that was being enforced,”
Trotter said. “The grassroots power of MUCC proved that
individual anglers’ voices can be heard and that they do
matter.”
The new order explicitly states that outdoor activities, including boating, are now allowed while “remaining at least
six feet from people from outside the individual’s household.”
MUCC thanks Gov. Whitmer for her willingness to reverse her position after giving careful consideration to the
arguments presented by responsible sportsmen and sportswomen. Legislative leaders, from both sides of the aisle,
also demonstrated strong support for anglers and boaters
across the state.
MUCC attorney Aaron Phelps, a partner with Varnum
LLP in Grand Rapids, said anglers and boaters have a right
to clearly understand the criminal penalties they are subject
to, and Whitmer’s reversal is a step in the right direction.
“Our case was very straightforward—Michigan boaters
and anglers may not be threatened with criminal charges
based on an arbitrary interpretation of a poorly written executive order,” Phelps said. “To do so violated the Fourteenth Amendment of the United States Constitution and
we are pleased that our federal lawsuit was well-received
by the governor.”
Charter guide, avid angler and owner of Teachin’ Fishin’
Lance Valentine said MUCC’s actions reinforce the organization’s worth and value to the angling community. Valentine was one of the first industry leaders to call for action
from MUCC.
“Anglers need a group like MUCC to lead the charge in
Lansing and be the watchdog over the DNR, legislature
and governor’s office,” Valentine said. “My livelihood is at
stake, and I feel better knowing someone has anglers’ best
interest at heart when we can’t be there.”
Whitmer’s announcement came on the eve of the state’s
treasured walleye and trout opener. Launches across the
state were expected to be busy, and anglers should remember that further orders by the governor could explicitly prohibit motorized boats and public access if social distancing
measures are not followed.
Professional anglers Mark Zona and Kevin VanDam said
this is anglers’ chance to prove they understand the seriousness of this health crisis and are able to keep that top of
mind while recreating responsibly.
“The lakes, rivers and streams of Michigan will again be
buzzing with anglers tomorrow thanks to MUCC and their
concern for the rights of anglers and hunters in Michigan,”
Zona said. “Anglers need to be responsible and prove that
they can properly follow all safety protocols related to social distancing.”
“Fishing and our freshwater resource is at the heart of
who we are as Michiganders,” VanDam said. “This collaborative effort could not have been achieved without MUCC,
Michigan anglers, industry folks and the businesses that
make communities throughout Michigan thrive.”

President of the Lake St. Clair Walleye Association and
MUCC Fisheries Committee Chair Tim Muir said his club
members were looking forward to hitting the water.
“The walleye fishing is really heating up, and I can’t
thank MUCC enough for helping to get anglers back out
on the water,” Muir said. “I’m excited to be able to fish this
season and am thankful for a group like MUCC that truly
represents not only anglers but all sportsmen and sportswomen in Michigan.”
Please stay in or near your vehicle as you wait to launch
your boat and observe the recommended 6-feet social distancing measure at all times.

Energy
...continued from page 7

The best temperature for hot tap water is 120 degrees. If it’s
hotter than that, you’re likely adding cold tap water to cool it for
uses such as bathing and handwashing. Save money by turning
down the temperature on the water heater. If the temperature
dial does not have “degree” markings, fill a glass with hot water
from the tap and check the temperature with a food thermometer. If it’s over 120 degrees, turn the dial down slightly, give
the water heater time to adjust and then check the temperature
again.

Air it out

If there are working exhaust fans in the bathroom or kitchen,
use them to remove excess moisture produced during bathing
and cooking. That moisture can build up and cause mold.
These steps are useful for all residents to potentially improve
energy efficiency and air quality in their homes.
Additionally, the Weatherization Assistance Program is free
to residents who qualify and provides extensive energy efficiency and air quality improvements. If you are interested in applying for the program, or becoming a contractor with the program,
find a local Weatherization Provider by visiting www.michigan.
gov/weatherization.
Meanwhile, check for leaks, replace filters, dial down (or up)
temperatures, and turn on the fan.

LEGAL
NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Cedar Springs
Spring Brush Pick Up
is scheduled for
Monday, May 4th, 2020
Please have brush out at 6:00 a.m. and neatly
stacked as close to the curb as possible with all
branches in one direction. Brush half inch to
six inches in diameter will be picked up. Brush
cannot exceed 12 feet in length.

Trees and brush larger than six inches,
vines, rubbish, leaves or other yard waste
will NOT be picked up.
Dated: April 16, 2020

Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk
616-696-1330

Thursday, April 30, 2020

Page 14		
The Cedar Springs POST

OUTDOORS

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Ranger Steve

Hidden singing
locations

Some birds sing from locations that are easily visible but many remain hidden
from view. There are benefits for broadcasting their
songs from undercover.
Two primary functions
for bird songs are territory
establishment and mate attraction. At selected times
during the day or for some
species night, males travel
a circuit near their territory
border to “sing their hearts
out.” The song is unique for
each species and announces
to other males to stay away.
It is a vocal “No Trespassing” message. Territories
vary in size from year to

year depending on population size and abundance
pressure.
Males for most species
arrive from migration before females to establish
breeding territories. The
first ones returning seek the
best breeding habitat and
generally are successful in
defending it. They are challenged by other males and
sometimes are driven out
but that is not typically the
case. Some males do not
migrate as far south and this
provides the opportunity
to arrive at selected breeding sites earlier than other
males.

There is a disadvantage to
not going to a more distant
winter habitat that might
have more suitable weather and food. If the winter
is severe, individuals that
stay farther north might
not survive. Black-capped
Chickadees are primarily
permanent residents but
there are southward invasion movements. The population appears to shift south
from Canada. The ones at
our winter feeders could be
summer residents farther
north.
On a sunny February day,
the rise in hormone levels
circulating in blood gener-

A pair of Eastern bluebirds in Michigan. Photo from Wikipedia.

ates a behavior change. We
hear the chickadee’s twonote song from both easily
viewed locations or hidden
in thickets of winter shrubs

Kayaker hospitalized after
capsizing in Lake Michigan

Photo credit: Photo by Joshua Ness on Unsplash

A 28-year-old man was
hospitalized for hypothermia after his kayak overturned in Lake Michigan
near Ludington on Thursday, April 23.
The kayaker, who is from
Coopersville,
Michigan
(about 18 miles northwest

of Grand Rapids), was using
a trolling motor and a heavy
battery to propel his kayak
while attempting to fish.
He told law enforcement
officers that he overturned
when his kayak took on water from a wave.a
At 12:21 p.m. Thursday,

the Mason County Central
Dispatch received a 911 call
about an overturned kayaker who was struggling to
stay afloat near where the
Pere Marquette River flows
into Lake Michigan.
Michigan Department of
Natural Resources Conser-

vation Officer Kyle Publiski responded, with Mason
County Sheriff’s Deputies
Sgt. Adam Lamb and Spencer Lindbloom. The officers
met at the Ludington Marina, where Publiski’s DNR
patrol boat was docked.
KAYAKER - continues on page 15

and forests. The song has
one higher whistle followed
by a lower note. Typically
we hear the chick-a-deedee-dee call all year. The

DNR to allow open
burning; permits
still required

Just over a month since it suspended open burning across
the state in response to COVID-19 concerns, the Michigan
Department of Natural Resources announced Tuesday, April
28, that it would begin issuing burn permits again that day.
“We’re going to issue burn permits based on local fire
risk and weather conditions, just as we have always done,”
said Dan Laux, fire section supervisor for the DNRs Forest
Resources Division. “We still expect people to practice social distancing and use good sense to prevent the possible
transmission of the COVID-19 virus.”
Laux said that firefighters, now with a month of experience during the COVID-19 emergency, have better protocols in place to slow the spread of the virus.
The DNR issues burn permits online at Michigan.gov/
BurnPermit if weather and fire danger conditions are favorable. In most of the southern Lower Peninsula, burn permits
are issued by local fire departments and local government offices. Make sure to check local regulations before you burn.
Open burning of yard debris and brush were suspended
March 26 to make firefighters available for emergencies
related to COVID-19 and to protect first responders. With
more favorable fuel conditions occurring as Michigan
moves toward the green-up
of vegetation where plants
and trees are leafing out and
filled with sap, fire potential
can now be regulated based
on local fire danger ratings.
These ratings are based on
weather conditions, including anticipated wind and
rain.
Year after year, burning
yard debris is the top cause
of wildfires in Michigan.
People who want to burn
are still expected to check in
BURNING - continues on page 15

ANDY’S TREE SERVICE
SERVICING THE GREENVILLE AREA AND
SURROUNDING
AREAS.
ALL OVER!
Specializing
in Working Around
PowerWE
LinesGO
& Houses

SENIOR
SENIOR
DISCOUNT
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses
WORK YEAR
ROUND
WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED
FULLY

INSURED

‘WE GO ALL
OVER’

‘WE GO ALL
OVER’

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE
QUALITY WORK MATTERS.
Veteran’s
and
WHERE
QUALITY WORK MATTERS.
Veteran’s and
WE
KEEP
YOUR YARD
YARDCLEAN!
CLEAN!
WE
KEEP
YOUR
Military
MilitaryDiscount
Discount Andrew
CELL:616-293-8867
616-293-8867
AndrewT.T.Callender,
Callender, Owner
Owner CELL:
Call for a FREE Estimate

266501

800-982-4540
231-937-5607
800-982-4540
or or
231-937-5607

MAIN
M-82 ••HOWARD
HOWARDCITY,
CITY,MIMI
49329
MAINOFFICE:
OFFICE: 22300
22300 M-82
49329
Family
1962 ••www.andystreeservice.com
www.andystreeservice.com
FamilyOwned
Owned Since
Since 1962
ServingMontcalm,
Montcalm, Kent,
Kent, Newaygo,
Newaygo, Mecosta,
& More
Serving
Mecosta,Osceola
OsceolaCounties
Counties
& More

call helps them keep track
of each other and holds
bands together when they
are out of sight. Notice sevSINGING - continues on page 15

Thursday, April 30, 2020

SPORTS

Rugg signs to row for
MSU
Avery Rugg, a senior
at Cedar Springs High
School, has signed her
national letter of intent
for Women’s Rowing at
Michigan State University. Avery has been a
Junior Olympic Gymnast
for R Athletics for the
past 10 years, and is also
a three-year Varsity track
runner for Cedar Springs
High School.
“I am looking forward to my next adventure,” she said.
Avery hopes to do
something in Agriculture.
She is the daughter of
Todd and Becky Rugg, of Courtland Township.

Kayaker
...continued from page 14

Publiski drove the boat about 150 yards offshore from the Loomis Street Boat Launch,
and the officers saw the man struggling to
keep his head above water.
The man had been in the water for approximately 10 minutes and was not wearing a
life jacket. Publiski said the man displayed
early signs of hypothermia, and that the water temperature was 42 degrees Fahrenheit
and the air was 43 F. Lamb and Lindbloom
pulled the man onto the DNR vessel, the
group returned to shore, and a waiting EMS
crew transported the man to the hospital.
“Conservation officers are equipped to be
successful in rescues like this because of
their skills, training and quality equipment
that is readily available to them,” said Chief
Gary Hagler, DNR Law Enforcement Division. “Publiski was prepared to assist with
this incident because he had prepped his
DNR patrol boat earlier in the season, which

Burning
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allowed him to quickly respond to the
emergency call. If you choose to go out on
the water, please be aware of, and prepared
for, the water conditions and always wear
your life jacket.”
Fishing, boating and kayaking are
allowed under Gov. Gretchen Whitmer’s “Stay Home, Stay Safe” Executive
Order, but people are encouraged to enjoy
the outdoors locally and maintain proper
social distancing of at least 6 feet.
Hagler said that DNR conservation officers are following necessary Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention-recommend precautions for law enforcement officers to protect themselves and others from
COVID-19.
Michigan conservation officers are fully commissioned state peace officers who
provide natural resources protection, ensure
recreational safety and protect residents by
providing general law enforcement duties
and lifesaving operations in the communities they serve. Learn more at Michigan.
gov/ConservationOfficers.

Singing
...continued from page 14

eral chickadees travel together and often
travel in association with other species.
In March, we begin to hear another songster that repeats its high-pitched song that
makes me think some beautiful voiced warbler has arrived too early. Instead it is a bird
that is here all winter but generally stays out
of sight. It is brown and well camouflaged.
It flies to the base of a tree and spirals up the
trunk looking for insects in hidden bark crevices. The Brown Creeper sings from hidden
locations high in trees. When spring leaves
expand, the male is more easily hidden from
view but a female will be able to locate it
with a little effort.
Predators seeking hidden birds for a meal
need to work hard to find them and the birds
become silent when they see or sense danger. The hidden singing location enhances
survival chances. Many of the beautiful warblers are unfamiliar to most of us because
they stay out of sight when singing. Most of
the 30 or so warblers nesting in Michigan’s
lower peninsula are not easily seen but can
be heard. Other warblers move through on
migration to more northerly nesting locations and sing their way through the state
giving pleasure to our ears.
Some of the thrushes like American Robins announce a presence in view but are of-

ten hidden. We mostly see them tilting their
heads as they listen and look for meals in
our yards. Others like the Common Wood
Thrush, Veery, and Hermit Thrush are harder
to see but are easily heard singing from hidden forest locations. Eastern Bluebirds are
more easily viewed because they nest and
claim territories in more open areas from
visible perches. The more brilliantly colored
Indigo Bunting nests in shrublands and sings
from high shrub or tree perches. Not all birds
remain hidden when claiming territory or announcing locations to attract a mate.
When we consider how many species
thrive in our region, it is a relatively small
number that are easily viewed singing. Enjoy the serenade that is most prevalent from
late April to early July. I am not particularly
good at bird song recognition but take pleasure in the variety, pitch, volume, and vocal
range of avian singers. I had excellent hearing but it has diminished with age. I still hear
many. I know where to seek birds in their
nature niches and now am mostly a birder by
sight. It is more challenging so it is good go
birding with others that can locate birds by
sound. They help me locate singers in hidden
locations that I could not find by sight alone.
Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed to Ranger Steve
(Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody
Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland
Dr. Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616696-1753.

check out our e-edition at
http://cedarspringspost.com/
e-newspaper-2/

...continued from page 14

at Michigan.gov/BurnPermit to make sure
fires are allowed on the day they want to
burn.

More on open burning guidelines
and safety

Michigan Burn Permit - Wipe Away
Fires https://www.youtube.com/watch?fea-

ture=youtu.be&utm_campaign=burn+permits+allowed&utm_medium=pr&utm_
source=govdelivery&v=Xad8UEgkGl8 a
30-second, educational video with how-to
tips.
Additional fire safety information and resources are available at Michigan.gov/PreventWildfires

NOW HIRING AND TRAINING SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

Immediate positions in Cedar
Springs, Kent City & Sparta
$17.20 per hour to start. Full benefits
package and flexible scheduling available.
No prior professional driving experience
required - PAID CDL TRAINING PROVIDED!
Excellent driving history is required. Must pass
background check, physical exam and drug screening.
Apply at www.deantrans.com/jobs or in person
Mon-Fri at one of the following Dean locations:
210 E Muskegon St.
351 N Main St.
429 S Union St.
Cedar Springs 49319
Kent City 49330
Sparta 49345

Automation Operator
General Machine Operator
Team Lead
Pres Brake Operator
Welder
Laser Operator
Robot Operator

Apply Today

Thursday, April 30, 2020
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S u p p o r t y o u r lo c a l r e s t a u r a n t s a n d c o m m u n it y .

S TAY IN . TA K E
O U T.
We have beer,
wine, spirits/liquor,
and a Dutch themed
food menu.
We have and are making lots of hand sanitizer.
Monday - Thursday: Noon - 8pm • Friday & Saturday: Noon - 9pm • Sunday: Noon - 6pm

Bier Distillery • 5295 West River Dr. NE
616-888-9746 • http://www.BierDistillery.com/OrderOnline • Located just one mile East of 5/3 Ball Park
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takeout
Tues - Sat
11am-8pm

(Corner of 18 Mile & Northland Dr.)

Walk-ins welcome as is call ahead, we will
bring out to the parking lot.
Limited delivery.
Dinner Specials EVERY DAY.

2lbs of Mussels & a Bucket of

$20.00
616.263.9784

or a bottle of house wine

www.redbirdbg.com

T-Shirt Tuesdays

• Please keep everyone’s
safety in mind
• Follow the line directions
• Stay 6 feet apart and be
courteous of others.

422 N. Main St. | Cedar Springs
Located near the White Pine Trail

SEE SPECIALS at www.facebook.com/TheRedBirdBistroandGrill/

22 N. Main Street • Cedar Springs
616.263.9784
www.redbirdbg.com

Hours: Monday through
Sunday Noon-9PM

FULL MENU

Hours:
Tuesday-Thursday
11am to 9pm
Friday and Saturday
11am to 10pm
Sunday
2pm to 8pm

Why not join us for our
signature cheeseburger &
domestic draft beer $8

Happy Hour:
M-F
2pm - 6pm

We’re happy to be serving
Cedar Springs for our
11th season.

CARRY OUT AND CURBSIDE PICK UP AVAILABLE

Why Not Wednesdays

Hours:
M - Th 11am - 10pm
F - Sat 11am - 11pm
Sunday 11am - 9pm

INC.

We’re back for season 2020

616-263-9615

Cedar
Springs
6 domestic
bottles of beer

& Grill

616.439.3010

12pm-2pm
and
5pm-8pm

Mussel22Mondays
N. Main St.

The

DY MKT. 4848 18 MILE ROAD | CEDAR SPRINGS MI

INSIDE HAN

220 Northland Dr. • Rockford MI • 616-866-2900 • hermansboy.com

Call 616-263-9784
Red
Bird
Bistro & Grill to place your order

Red
Bird

11AM-7PM

Hours: Weekdays and Saturday 7:30am - 6pm
Sunday 10am - 5pm

Curbside d
elivery
Tues - Sat

Bistro

DELI HOURS:

Tues-Thurs 11am - 3pm
Fri-Sat11am - 7pm

Traditional Southern
mokey
Style Smokers
aturdays SATURDAYS

Roastery • Bakery • Confectionery • Smokehouse

Call 616 636 5260

Hours:
M-Th
11am-9pm
Wear your
Red Bird
T-Shirt
on
Tuesdays andSat
get10am-10pm
20% off your
food bill and all day happy hour
Sun 10am-8pm
drink prices.

for workers in the
medical field.

HERMAN’S BOY

2241 N.Bass Lake Road
Pierson, MI

The

WE’RE OPEN!
10% OFF

Check out facebook for daily specials
4025 17 Mile Rd | Cedar Springs
(same parking lot as TSC)

Call (616) 696-0999

Open Monday to Saturday 11 am to 6 pm
• Hot Tea • Hot Coffee • Cold Micro-brewed Sodas • Cold Tea
• Natural Health Remedies • and more...
95 NORTH MAIN | CEDAR SPRINGS |CSBREW.COM | (616) 696-BEER

a t h o m e o r a w a y ... w e ’r e j u s t a “ c l i c k ” a w a y
w w w .c e d a r s p r in g s p o s t .c o m

90 N. Main St Suite B
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
www.perrysplacellc.com

616-439-0890
find us on Facebook

