
Sports

Mother’s Day

Chris and Kelly Moleski, 
along with boys Jaydon, Car-
ter, and Elliot, traveled to Ari-
zona for Spring Break...

The Michigan Department 
of Health and Human Ser-
vices (MDHHS) is reporting 
an increase in Salmonel-
la infections, or salmonel-
losis, among people who 
have had contact with live 
baby poultry. Since March 
2, 2016, there have been 20 
cases of salmonellosis with 
live chick or duckling ex-
posure reported throughout 
the state; these numbers are 
expected to rise. Six indi-
viduals (30 percent) were 
hospitalized and the report-
ed cases are associated with 
individuals ranging from 
younger than 12 months to 
70 years of age.

“While raising baby 
chicks and having fresh eggs 

can be fun and educational, 
poultry owners should be 
aware that chickens and oth-
er birds can carry germs that 
can impact human health,” 
said Dr. Eden Wells, MDH-
HS chief medical executive. 

Symptoms of salmonel-
losis include diarrhea, vom-
iting, fever, and abdominal 
cramps. Sometimes a severe 
infection occurs and the 
person needs to be hospital-
ized. Salmonella can spread 
from the intestines to the 
bloodstream and other body 
sites and can cause death 
unless the person is treated 
promptly with antibiotics.

“Live baby poultry can 
carry Salmonella and still 

grieves - continues on page 15
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Two die in traffic crash

Salmonella infections 
linked to exposure to 
live poultry 

Middle school teacher receives 
Cool Teacher award

An elderly couple from 
Grand Rapids was killed Sun-
day evening, May 1, when an-
other vehicle tried to pass sev-
eral cars and hit their vehicle 
head-on in Montcalm County.

According to the Montcalm 
County Sheriff Department, 
the crash occurred on M-66, 
near Schmeid Road, in Belvid-
ere Township, about 7:18 p.m. 
Police said that a red 1999 
Buick LeSabre was traveling 
south on M-66, as a north-
bound black 2012 Audi S4 
was attempting to pass multi-

ple vehicles. The Audi was not 
able to complete the pass, and 
took evasive action to avoid a 
collision with the Buick. The 
driver of the Buick tried to 
avoid a collision as well. Both 
vehicles swerved to the west 
shoulder of M-66 and collided 
head-on.

The driver of the Buick, 
Raymond J. Wrona, 88, of 
Grand Rapids, was injured and 
transported to Kelsey Hospital 
in Lakeview, where he later 
died. His wife, Mary Wrona, 
88, the only passenger in the 

vehicle, was pronounced dead 
at the scene. 

The driver of the Audi, 
Joel Ibarra, 26, of Wyoming, 
and his passenger, Maria 
Mancha, 28, from Com-
stock Park, were both trans-
ported to Kelsey Hospital 
and treated for their injuries.  
Drivers and passengers all 
wore seatbelts and there are no 
other known factors that con-
tributed to the crash. 

The crash remains under in-
vestigation.

 

Tim Relich, 8th Grade 
teacher at Cedar Springs 
Middle School in Cedar 
Springs, is the latest teacher 
to receive the WGVU Cool 
Teacher Award. WGVU 
honored Tim and his class 
with a pizza party on April 
18.

Kristen Lubben nominat-
ed Tim Relich for the award 
because he makes everyday 
fun and doesn’t hesitate to 
admit his mistakes. 

Each month WGVU judg-
es all new entries and se-
lects the best letters based 
on the students’ evidence 
of learning. WGVU hosts a 

pizza party for the winning 
teachers and their classes, 
and videotapes the cele-
bration to promote the win-
ning teachers and the Cool 
Teacher program on the 
airwaves of the local pub-
lic broadcast station. Each 
winning teacher and their 
nominating student will 
receive vouchers for the 
USS Silversides Museum 
in Muskegon, Michigan. 
On May 4, 2016, WGVU 
hosted a year-end awards 
celebration at Eberhard 

Center Conference center 
on the downtown campus 
of GVSU to honor all of this 
year’s winning teachers. 

Students from kindergar-
ten through eighth grade 
can nominate their teacher 
by writing a letter describ-
ing why they think their 
teacher is cool. Included 
should be the student’s 
name, address and phone 
number, the teacher’s name 
and grade, and the school 
name, address and phone 
number. Entries should 

be sent to: WGVU Cool 
Teacher, 301 Fulton St. W, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49504-
6492. Students can also 
nominate their teachers and 
see winning teachers online 
at wgvu.org. 

Cool Teacher is an exam-
ple of WGVU’s mission to 
provide educational, infor-
mational, and entertaining 
programs and events to the 
West Michigan community 
as a service of Grand Valley 
State University. 

Community grieves loss 
of student
by Judy reed

Students, family and com-
munity members are grieving 
the loss of a former Cedar 
Springs Middle School stu-
dent who died early Wednes-
day morning.

Cedar Springs Superin-
tendent Dr. Laura VanDuyn 
shared the news with staff and 
parents in emails Wednesday 
morning. “It is with a broken 
heart that I share with you sad 
news in our Cedar Springs 
community. This morning 
a student who attended 8th 

grade at our middle school 
previously this year has 
passed away,” she wrote.  

Van Duyn told the Post 
that she was notified early 
Wednesday, May 4, around 
7:30 a.m. not to send any 
transportation to students in 
the area of 17 Mile and Sha-
ner, but was not told why. She 
later learned that the teen had 
passed away outside in that 
area, and that police and fire 
had the area blocked off. “I 
am heartbroken for his fami-
ly, and his mother,” said Van 
Duyn, as she choked back 

tears. 
A team of social workers 

and counselors were quickly 
put in place to support stu-
dents and staff. They were 
available at both the high 
school and middle school for 
anyone who wanted to see 
them—students, staff, or par-
ents. She said they would re-
main available.

VanDuyn commended the 
principals, teachers and coun-
selors for the warm and com-
passionate way they handled 
breaking the news to students. 
“When you work with thou-
sands of students, you just 
can never predict these things. 
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On Thursday, April 29, 
twelve CTA 6-11 grade girls 
descended on the Cedar 
Springs Public Library with 
their teacher/mentor, Saman-
tha Liscombe, and worked 

from 3-5 p.m. 
The girls pulled books off 

the shelves all over the library 
from front to back, cleaned the 
shelves and wiped germs off 
the books, DVDs and books 

on CD. The 
girls called for 
the section of 
the library they 
wanted. Shouts 
were heard, 
such as, “I get 
the young adult 
section,” and 
“I want the 
DVDs”, “We 
want the chil-
dren’s section,” 
and so forth. 

It was a mas-
sive undertak-
ing and was 
accomplished 
with the pas-
sion and energy 
of youth. Di-
rector Donna 
Clark was on 
hand to enjoy 
the fellowship 
and to super-
vise the volunteers. Those 
helping out were: Sophyna 
Ross, Willow Sidlauskas, 
Kristina Wilhelm, Raven Fleet, 

Alyssa, Autumn and Ashley 
Shelagowski, Tatyanna Law-
son, Olivia Martinek, Kaeala 
Bucholtz, Destiny Batchelder 
and Samantha Harris. 
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95 North Main
Cedar Springs
(616) 696-BEER
CSBrew.com

Craft Beer, Cider, 
Wines, Sodas & Great Food

Brauhaus & 
Restaurant

Homebrewing was 
‘legalized’ in 1979 
under legislation 
signed by Jimmy 
Carter, opening 
the gateway to 
the craft brewing 
industry.

spring into savings

47K MILES, 
REMOTE START, 
PWR SEATS, 
FACTORY 
WARRANTY, NICE!

2013 CHEvY MaLiBU Lt2

4X4, ONLY 67K 
MILES, V-6, PWR 
SEAT, ALLOYS, 
CLEAN! PRICED 
TO SELL!

2011 JEEp granD CHEroKEE 

Hours: Mon./Wed. 9 a.m. - 7 p.m. • Tues./Thur./Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. • Sat. 9a.m. - 2p.m.

51K MILES, ALL 
WHEEL DRIVE, 
PWR SEAT, 
SHARP 
1-OWNER CAR!

2013 DoDgE CHargEr 

4X4, 5-CYL 
AuTO, LT PKg, 
LOADED, 
ALLOYS, NEW 
TIRES, SHARP!

2007 CHEvY CoLoraDo Ex-CaB 
4X4, PWR MOON, 
LOADED, TOW 
PKg, 2 SETS OF 
WHEELS, VERY 
SHARP!

2010 ForD EsCapE xLt
3800 V-6, PWR 
SEAT, ALLOY 
WHEELS, REAR 
SPOILER, 
LOCAL TRADE

2001 CHEvY MontE CarLo ss

4X4, V-8, AuTO, 
117K, PWR SEAT, 
LOADED, TOW 
PKg, SHARP 
TRuCK!

2009 DoDgE raM 1500 CrEW CaB

Car Rentals • Van Rentals • Full Repair Facility

121 W Washington St. Greenville, MI 48838
Corner of M-57 & M-91 DoWntoWn GreenvIlle

616-754-7195
1-800-557-7171 

raywinnieautosales.comraywinnieautosales.com
53K MILES, 
AuTO, CRuISE, 
PL’S & PW’S, 
BRAND NEW 
TIRES, CLEAN!

2012 nissan vErsa s 

2007 HUMMEr H3 aDvEntUrE

$8,995 or $126.20 /mo.

$15,995 or $254.90 /mo.
*DISCLAIMER:  PAYMENTS BASED ON $500 DOWN PLUS TAXES/FEES TO QUALIFIED BUYERS.  

$3,995 or $101.62 /mo.

$11,995 or $206.50 /mo. $13,995 or 222.00 /mo. $14,995 or $215.34 /mo.

$18,995 or $274.76 /mo.

$8,995 or $139.75 /mo.

$18,995 or $274.76 /mo.

LarEDo 

piCKUp

POWER 
EVERYTHINg, 
ALLOY WHEELS, 
gREAT gAS 
MILEAgE, 
26 MPg!!

Schrier named 5th 
District Legionnaire 
of the year

Pantry benefits 
from Girl Scout 
food drive

CTA students clean up library

L to r:  American Legion 5th District Commander Garrett Veihl, Paul 
Schrier, American Legion Post #287 Commander Bill Yuncker.

The American Legion Glen Hill Post #287 here in Ce-
dar Springs is honored to have their Finance Officer, Paul 
Schrier, named the 5th District Legionnaire of the year. 

At the District meeting held March 12, 2016, the District 
Commander Garrett Veihl made the announcement. This 
award is given yearly to an outstanding Legion member 
who has contributed above and beyond average participa-
tion for the Legion. The 5th District includes all the Legion 
Posts in Kent and Ottawa counties. Congratulations Paul!

Area Girl Scouts held a food scavenger hunt and donated it all to the 
local Cedar Springs food pantry. Courtesy photo.

A local food pantry now has more on their shelves to help 
needy residents, thanks to area Girl Scouts.

On Saturday, April 23, 17 Cedar Springs Girls Scouts, in-
cluding Daisy through Senior troops, held a neighborhood 
Food Scavenger Hunt. Items were assigned a point value, 
with items most needed by food banks being worth more 
points. The girls collected items throughout the morning 
and filled the pickup truck. Brownie Troop #4882 was the 
winner of the Scavenger Hunt Competition, but the real 
winner was the Cedar Springs Food Pantry at the United 
Methodist Church in Cedar Springs. All the non-perishable 
food items were donated to the pantry.

The Event was hosted by Senior Troop #3074.
Raven Fleet with her technique of cleaning 
shelves and books in a way to be sure they were 
returned to the shelf in proper order.

The Post travels to Arizona
Chris and Kelly Moleski, 

along with boys Jaydon, Car-
ter, and Elliot, traveled to Ar-
izona for Spring Break. They 
took two special visitors with 
them—The Cedar Post and 
“Flat Gran.” While the Post 
seems to have ventured to Ar-
izona many times recently (as 
chronicled in recent issues), 
this was a first for Flat Gran.  
Their great-grandmother, Flor-
ence Eylander, had dreamed 
of visiting the Grand Can-
yon. She was surprised to find 
that a Flat Stanley version 
of her was accompanying 
the family on their trip. Flor-
ence was delighted by the 
daily emails and pictures she 
received that documented her 

arizona - continues on page  15



Last week CRF Frozen 
foods issued a recall on 
organic frozen corn and 
peas, including Meijer True 
Goodness, Organic by Na-
ture from Costco, and sev-
eral other brands, because 
they could be contaminated 
with listeria. They are now 
recalling ALL organic and 
traditional fruit and vegeta-
ble products manufactured 
in their facility since May 
2014. Seven people from 
three states have become ill 
and been hospitalized due 
to listeria. Two later died, 
though not from listeria, ac-
cording to the CDC. 

The organism can cause 
serious and sometimes fatal 
infections in young chil-
dren, frail or elderly people, 
and others with weakened 
immune systems.

Although healthy individ-

uals may suffer 
only short-term 
symptoms such 
as high fever, 
severe head-
ache, stiffness, 
nausea, ab-
dominal pain, 
and diarrhea, 
Listeria infec-
tion can cause 
misca r r i ages 
and stillbirths 
among pregnant 
women.

This expanded recall of 
frozen vegetables includes 
all of the frozen organic and 
traditional fruit and vegeta-
ble products manufactured 
or processed in CRF Frozen 
Foods’ Pasco facility since 
May 1, 2014. All affected 
products have the best by 
dates or sell by dates be-
tween April 26, 2016 and 

April 26, 2018. 
These include 
approximately 
358 consumer 
products sold 
under 42 sep-
arate brands. 
Products in-
clude organic 
and non-or-
ganic brocco-
li, butternut 
squash, carrots, 
c a u l i f l o w e r, 
corn, edamame, 

green beans, Italian beans, 
kale, leeks, lima beans, on-
ions, peas, pepper strips, 
potatoes, potato medley, 
root medley, spinach, sweet 
potatoes, various vegetable 
medleys, blends, and stir fry 
packages, blueberries, cher-
ries, cranberries, peaches, 
raspberries, and strawber-
ries. For a complete list 

of affected products, visit 
http://www.fda.gov/Safety/
Recalls/ucm498841.htm to 
see if you have any of the 
products in your freezer.

Consumers who pur-
chased these products may 
return them to the store 
where they were purchased 
for a refund, or simply dis-
card them. Consumers with 
questions may call the com-
pany’s consumer hotline 
at 844-483-3866, Monday 
through Friday, 8:00 am to 
8:00 pm Eastern Standard 
Time.

Products being recalled 
may have been purchased 
in all fifty U.S. states and 
the following Canadian 
Provinces: British Colum-
bia, Alberta, Manitoba, Sas-
katchewan.

This is a reminder to citizens of Cedar Springs 
that the Cedar Springs City Council will be holding 
interviews on Monday, May 9, to select a candidate 
to replace former City Manager Thad Taylor. These 
interviews are open to the public and will be held at 
Cedar Springs City Hall.

They will interview five candidates starting at 9 a.m., 
with their last interview scheduled for 3:30 p.m. After the 
last interview, they will break for dinner, then come back 
and narrow it down to their top candidate that evening.

The following individuals were chosen from a pool of 45 
candidates:

9:00 a.m. Steven Buter, Budget & Management Analyst 
for the City of Greensboro, NC

10:30 a.m.  Andrew Potter, Downtown Development 
Authority Executive Director/Main Street Manager, Holly 
MI

12:30 p.m.  Kurt Perron, Veterans Service Community 
Coordinator, Altatum Institute, Ann Arbor, MI, self-em-
ployed contract investigator for MSM Security Services 
LLC, San Antonio, TX and former Village Manager of 
Baraga, MI

2:00 p.m.  Michael Burns, Assistant City Manager, Fen-
ton, MI

3:30 p.m.  Richard Marsh, Jr., former City Manager, 
Inkster, MI

The Michigan Municipal League has been conducting the 
City Manager search. Clerk Linda Christensen has been do-
ing double duty as both the City Clerk and City Manager 
since Taylor left last November for a job in Manistee.

What do rain barrels and 
a business making great 
beer have in common? 
Clean water for the Rogue 
River. A rain barrel is a sys-
tem that collects and stores 
rainwater (stormwater) 
from your roof that would 
otherwise be lost to runoff 
and diverted to storm drains 
and streams. Stormwater is 
the leading source of water 
pollution in West Michi-
gan. The average rain barrel 
will keep 1,815 gallons of 
stormwater out of our lakes 
and rivers each year. Saving 
water not only helps protect 
the environment, it saves 
you money and energy. A 
rain barrel collects water 
and stores it for when you 
need it most—during peri-
ods of drought—to water 
plants, your garden, or wash 
your car. Additionally, rain-
water is naturally soft and 
devoid of minerals, chlorine 
and other chemicals found 
in city water, so it is a better 
alternative for your plants. 

This year, Trout Unlimit-
ed is working with Rockford 

Brewing Company and Ce-
dar Springs Brewing Com-
pany to host a rain barrel 
workshop series—Barrels 

and Brews—to help protect 
the Rogue River. Trout Un-
limited has been conduct-
ing rain barrel workshops in 

the Rogue River watershed 
since 2013, successfully 
distributing around 250 
barrels to the local com-
munity. Trout Unlimited is 
partnering with Plainfield 
Charter Township, the Ce-
dar Springs Community 
Building Development 
Team, and the West Mich-
igan Environmental Action 
Council to conduct these 
workshops. All workshops 
include everything you 
need to set up your barrel 
and take around 45 minutes. 
Rain barrels are $30 apiece 
and you must sign-up for 
a workshop at rainbarrels.
wmeac.org. 

Rain barrel workshops 
will be held at:

Rockford Brewing – 
Tuesdays at 6:30 p.m. on: 
May 10, June 21, July 19, 
August 16 (12 E. Bridge 
St., Rockford)

Cedar Springs Brewing 
- Monday, May 23 at 6:30 
p.m. (corner of Main and 
Maple, Cedar Springs)

We look forward to see-
ing you there!  

Barrels and Brews with Trout Unlimited
Rain barrel workshops on tap
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Consumers urged to 
throw away potentially 
contaminated foods

If you’ve done any shopping at food stores in the Ann Arbor, 
Midland, or Flint area in the last month, you will want to know 
about this.

The Michigan departments of Agriculture and Rural Devel-
opment and Health and Human Services are cooperating with 
the Federal Bureau of Investigation and local law enforcement 
in Ann Arbor on an investigation involving intentional food con-
tamination at retail grocery stores in Ann Arbor. 

Thanks to citizen tips, the suspect was apprehended by the 
Ann Arbor Police Department. During interrogation, the suspect 
admitted to intentionally contaminating salad bars and/or pro-
duce sections of at least three grocery stores in the greater Ann 
Arbor area—Whole Foods, Meijer, Inc. and Plum Market—at 
least twice in the last month. The suspect claims to have sprayed 
the food with a mixture of a commercial mouse poison, alco-
hol-based hand-sanitizer and water. Samples have been sent for 
further laboratory analysis to determine concentration.

The chemicals found in this mixture are a form of anti-coagu-
lant, similar to what is found in medicines that have an anti-clot-
ting function. Based on the known ingredients in the mixture at 
this time, MDHHS does not anticipate any adverse health effects 
on individuals who may have ingested potentially contaminated 
products.

The stores involved have been contacted and additional sam-
ples have been collected by law enforcement for further testing. 
MDARD food inspectors are in the stores this evening conduct-
ing follow-up assessments of the potentially affected stores.

“Out of an abundance of caution and to protect public health 
and food safety, I encourage consumers to dispose of any foods 
purchased from salad bars, olive bars and ready-to-eat hot and 
cold food areas from these stores between mid-March and the 
end of April,” said Jamie Clover Adams, MDARD director. “Al-
though most of these types of foods may have already been eaten 
or disposed of, some may still be in refrigerators or freezers.”

Based on FBI investigation, there is the potential that other 
stores in Michigan may also have been targeted. These stores 
include:

Busch’s 2240 S Main Street Ann Arbor, MI

Cedar Springs to hold City Manager 
interviews 

Sign up to create a rain barrel to store rainwater to water your 
plants and garden and keep stormwater out of the lakes and 
rivers.

at home or away... we’re just a click away!
www.cedarspringspost.com
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ChurchDirectory

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM
Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM

Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

























Pastor Steve Lindeman

Sunday ScheduLe:
TWO WOrShiP SerViceS  at 8:00 a.m.
 and 10:15 a.m.

SuPerViSed nurSery care PrOVided
9:00 a.m.  christian education FOr aLL aGeS 
11:00 a.m.  coffee Fellowship downstairs

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

F i r s 
b a p t i s t  c h u r c h

of cedar springs

233 S. Main Street 616-696-1630

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm

Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

Pastor: Robert Eckert

sunday Worship: 10 aM
enhance fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
coumc.weebly.com

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

From the Pulpit

Do you know that Saturday is the Sabbath?
To learn more about 
the Sabbath and the 
truth of the bible visit

The Church of God
Fellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209 www.cogfgomi.org

west michigan
church of Chris

Meeting at the corner of Park & Elm St., Cedar Springs
Sunday Worship: 11am
Sunday Bible Class: 12:30pm
Wednesday Bible Study: 7pm 

FREE 
Correspondence 

Course 
AvAilAblE

(616) 975-2778
westmichcofc10@yahoo.com

ngagementEEEEE
irthBBBBB
nniversaryAAAAA
eddingWWWWW
emorialMMMMM
bituaryOOOOO
hankyou!TTTTT
nnouncementAAAAA

Pastor Craig T. Owens
http://craigtowens.com

Worship Every Sunday at 10:30am
Red Hawk Elementary - Cedar Springs

www.cscalvary.org
(616) 222-5020

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays at 3:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh
Pastor Craig S. Carter

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta, MI 49345
616.550.6398

Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
Nursery & Children Ministry Provided

www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org 

St. John Paul II Parish
A Warm and Welcoming Catholic Community
3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

ONE uNitEd 
Service: 10 a.m Solon Center

Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org
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Sundays @ 
9:45 AM 

& 11:15 AM

135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Oak & Grant) | 616.696.2970
w w w. t h e s p ri n g s c h u rc h . i n f o

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

     Pioneer Christian Reformed Church 
  Services at Cedarfield Community Center 
      3592 17 Mile RD NE (Next to Meijer) 
 Phone: 696-9120  Web: www.pioneercrc.org 
           Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM 
                     Pastor: Jim Alblas   
 

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pastor: Jim Alblas

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

HEADSTONE & GRAVESITE CLEANING
616.255.7453

dks tebb ins10@gmai l . com
SAND LAKE, MICHIGAN 49343

Every Life Tells A Story
 Grant Chapel
45 E. Main Street
Grant, MI 49327

Phone: (231) 834-5613

 Newaygo Chapel
226 State Road

Newaygo, MI 49337
Phone: (231) 652-5613

David J. Fields
Licensed Funeral Director-Owner

Charles M. McKinley
Licensed Funeral Director

www.fieldsmckinley.com

DAVID D. HILTZ
David D. Hiltz, 57, of Cedar Springs, died 
Friday, April 29, 2016 at his sister’s home. 
David was born October 23, 1958 in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, the son of Daniel and 
Geraldine (Wildey) Hiltz. He had worked 
at Target Construction. He enjoyed fishing 
and playing the guitar and said he enjoyed 
his life and had no regrets. Surviving 
are a son, Josh Spurrier (Hiltz); mother, 
Geraldine Byars; brothers, Dan Hiltz, Paul 
Hiltz; sisters, Jean (Sam) Yon, Joyce (Jerry) 
Seevers, Doreen (Adam) Church; several 
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in 
death by his father. Cremation has taken 
place. A memorial service will be held 
Sunday, May 15 at 2:00 pm at the Seevers 
Residence, 16530 Algoma Avenue, Cedar 
Springs. Chaplain Daniel Pflug officiating.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs.

Rev. Mike Shiery
PILgRIM BIBLe CHuRCH
West Pine Street • Cedar Springs

DeSIRIng RIgHTeouSneSS
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be 

filled.” (Matthew 5:6) (NKJV)
We are born with important innate drives, desires, and needs. Physically we must 

have food, water, and shelter or we will quickly perish. Emotionally there is the 
necessity of being loved, and having a proper sense of self-worth or our outlook on 
life and others will become warped. Spiritually our needs are of no less importance 
than our physical or emotional wants. 

It has been said that there is within every human heart a God-shaped vacuum. 
It is an emptiness within our soul that demands to be filled because we inherently 
understand, whether in a conscious or subconscious sense, that we are not complete 
while that hole remains. So multitudes spend their lives attempting to fill that void 
with something that will bring peace, contentment, and satisfaction to their daily 
existence. 

The world systems and culture offers lots of options and many people have tried 
most of them. They have sought satisfaction in drugs or alcohol, contentment in 

illicit relationships, happiness in a never-ending 
quest for entertainment, fulfillment in the illu-
sion that materialism brings joy, and security in 
the thought that they are the ultimate authority 
in their life. A quick look around an increasingly 
depraved culture and sick society shows the utter 
folly of following that road. 

Jesus provided the perfect answer to that in-
born empty space in our soul. He said that who 
hungers and thirsts after righteousness would be 
filled. He knew the craving of the human soul to 
be complete. And that completeness, the filling of 
that void, is only possible when we stop chasing 
the empty illusions of society and passionately de-
sire righteousness in our life. When we want righ-
teousness more than we want anything else, we 
will obtain it. God never taunts people. If we have 
a genuine desire to be righteous, God will fulfill 
that desire. How? It comes through a relationship 

our heart, we live in His righteousness. He satis-
fies the longing of our heart and empowers us to 
live Godly in this present age. 

Turn to Christ. He is the end of your search for 
fulfillment. Jesus is still the answer. He always 
has been and always will be. with Jesus Christ because He is righteous. When 

we repent of our sins and invite Him to live in 



The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 
words. The subject should be relevant to local readers, 
and the editor reserves the right to reject letters or edit for 
clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns. 
All submissions MUST be accompanied by full name, 
mailing address and daytime phone number. We use this 
information to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do not 
print anonymous letters, or acknowledge letters we do not 
use. Writers are limited to one letter per month. Email to 
news@cedarspringspost.com, or send to PostScripts, Ce-
dar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

nOtICe
Post Scripts

announcements Bird
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I live

alonealone
One press of a button 

sends help fast, 24/7, 
even when you 
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but I’m never alone. 
I have Life Alert.®
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For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-456-6861

can’t reach a phone.

CALL US! WE CAN HELP

800.651.7389

Confused about your
Medicare Options?
Paying too much for your current 
Supplemental Medicare plan?

Save up to 65% by 
comparing TOP carriers 
in your area! Call Now!

Get a FREE no obligation 
review of your 

Medicare options. 

We’ll help you fi nd the right 
plan and carrier for you!

Compare every plan in your area 
with the lowest rates!

Compare top carriers costs and 
benefi ts side-by-side!

Compare your plan to current 
market rates!

Friendly service, hassle free & no 
obligation to sign up!

Are you 64 and older? 
MedicareFAQ (Elite Insurance 
Partners) helps individuals 
understand all Medicare options, 
including original Medicare 
Parts A or B or any of the other 
Supplemental Medicare plans like; 
Medicare Supplements (Medigap), 
Medicare Advantage (Part C) or 
Prescription Drugs (Part D).

LEARN about the plans, COMPARE the different types of plans, and SAVE 
on the plan you choice! Speak with a licensed adviser today!

This is a solicitation for insurance. Not a branch of 
Medicare or any other government agency.

Social Security benefits U.S. citizens 
outside the U.S.
By: stephanie Holland, social security public affairs specialist

Over half a million people who live outside the United 
States receive some kind of Social Security benefit, includ-
ing retired and disabled workers, as well as spouses, wid-
ows, widowers, and children. 

If you’re a U.S. citizen, you may receive your Social Se-
curity payments outside the United States as long as you 
are eligible. When we say you are “outside the United 
States,” we mean you’re not in one of the 50 states, the 
District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands, 
Guam, the Northern Mariana Islands, or American Samoa. 
Once you’ve been outside the United States for at least 30 
days in a row, we consider you to be outside the country.

If you are traveling outside the U.S. for an extended 
amount of time, it’s important that you tell Social Security 
the date you plan to leave and the date you plan to come 
back, no matter how long you expect your travel to last. 
Then we can let you know whether your Supplemental Se-
curity Income (SSI) will be affected.

You can use this online tool to find out if you can con-
tinue to receive your Social Security benefits if you are 
outside the United States or are planning to go outside the 
United States at www.socialsecurity.gov/international/pay-
ments_outsideUS.html.

This tool will help you find out if your retirement, dis-
ability, or survivor’s payments will continue as long as you 
are eligible, stop after six consecutive calendar months, or 
if certain country specific restrictions apply.

When you live outside the United States, periodically 
we’ll send you a questionnaire. Your answers will help us 
figure out if you still are eligible for benefits. Return the 
questionnaire to the office that sent it as soon as possible. If 

you don’t, your payments will stop. 
You can also read the publication titled Your Payments 

While You Are Outside the United States at www.socialse-
curity.gov/pubs.

Social Security is with you through life’s journey, even if 
that journey takes you outside the United States.

Stephanie Holland is the Public Affairs Specialist for 
West Michigan.  You can write her c/o Social Security Ad-
ministration, 455 Bond St Benton Harbor MI 49022 or via 
email at stephanie.holland@ssa.gov  

is online @ c e d a r s p r i n g s p o s t . c o m
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• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement 

• Anniversary • In Memory  • Thank you
• Congratulations

**

Publish Your

in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit 
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.



Bicycle donations needed for 
kids’ event
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeekHHometownometown

Happenings
Hometown	Happenings	 articles	 are	 a	 community	 service	 for	 non-profit	 agencies	 only.	Due	 to	 popular	 demand	 for	 placement	 in	 this	
section, we can not run all articles. deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. this is not guaranteed space. articles will run as space 
allows. guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may apply. you now can email your Hometown Happenings to happenings@
cedarspringspost.com please include name and phone number for any questions we may have.

Directory

Kentucky Derby Party
May 7: 2nd Chance School invites you to join us at the 
Kentucky Derby Party Fundraiser on Saturday, May 7th at the 
Sparta Moose Lodge, 11510 N. Division, Sparta MI 49345, 
from 4 pm to 12 midnight. Watch the Kentucky Derby, pick 
a winner, Chinese Auction and other games. Gordon Thayer 
and his band providing music and entertainment from 8 pm 
to midnight. Lots of fun to be had to benefit 2nd Chance. 
#17,18p

Praise the Lord at Cowboy Church
May 8: 2nd Chance will be having Cowboy Church on 
Sunday, May 8th at 6 pm. It will be at 2nd Chance School 
at 810 – 17 Mile Rd. Cedar Springs (corner of 17 Mile and 
Olin Lakes Rd). The message will be shared by Pryer Times, 

Mary and Faith Pryer, who will 
be sharing their music with us. 
Invite your family and friends. 
Cowboy Church will be every 
2nd and 4th Sunday of the 
month. Each service will have 
different people sharing God’s 
word and music. If you have 
questions, call 616-293-2150. 
See you there! #18p

TOPS weight loss 
support group
May 10: Take off pounds 
sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit 
weight loss support group for 

men and women, meets every Tuesday at the Resurrection 
Lutheran Church in Sand Lake. Your first visit is free so come 
check out what TOPS can do to help you reach your weigh 
loss goals! Weigh-ins 8:15-9am, meeting starts at 9:15am. 
In case of inclement weather, meetings are cancelled if Tri-
County or Cedar Springs schools are closed. Call Barb at 696-
8049 for more information. #18

Nelson Township/Sand Lake KDL Book 
Sale
May 12-14: The Nelson Township/Sand Lake KDL is having a 
book sale on Thursday and Friday, May 12th and 13th from 10 
am to 7 pm and Saturday, May 14th from 10 am to 2 pm at the 
Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sand Lake, 180 Northland 
Drive. 45 tables of books and more! Donations appreciated. 
There is a matching grant from Modern Woodmen for this 
sale. #18,19p

Sand Lake UMC Rummage Sale
May 12-14: Sand Lake United Methodist Church, 65 W. 
Maple St., Sand Lake, is hosting their  Annual  Rummage 
Sale on Thursday and Friday, May 12th and 13th from 9 am 
to 5 pm and on Saturday, May 14th from 9 am to noon. Lots 
of great items! #18

CTA’s Girls Charging Ahead Bake Sale
May 16: CTA’s Girls Charging Ahead club will be hosting a 
bake sale to raise money for local animal shelters on Monday, 
May 16th from 3:15 to 4:30 pm in the CTA cafeteria. This 
is for their annual service project. Last year, they did a run/
walkathon and raised over $1,000 for Wounded Warriors. #18

Kent theatre
DIGITAL Movies at the

now Showing

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 9

ShowtimeS: 
Friday: 
6pm • 9pm
Saturday: 
3pm • 6pm • 9pm 
Sunday: 
3pm • 6pm

Digital Movie Tickets ONLY $3.00

may 6 • 7 • 8

coming Soon:

may 20-22 & 27-28

may
13-15

B AT M A N  V S U P E R M A N
DAW N  O F  J U S T I C E

Live on Stage

Country refreshment
A man was on a long walk in the country. It got chilly 

as evening fell, and so he decided to stop at a little cot-
tage and ask for something hot to drink. 

The lady of the house invited him in and served him 
a bowl of soup by the fire. There was a wee pig running 
around the kitchen, then running up to the visitor and 
giving him a great deal of attention. The visitor com-
mented that he had never seen a pig this friendly. 

The housewife shook her head. “Ah, he’s not that 
friendly,” she said with a chuckle. “That’s his bowl 
you’re using.”

“I have 
always 

loved these 
cookies!”

Fill the Jar With Grandma Helen’s Oatmeal Cookies
By Janet Tharpe

Sharing Hometown Recipes, Cooking Tips and Coupons

What You Need
1 c butter
1 c white sugar
1 c brown sugar,  
   firmly packed
2 large eggs, well- 
   beaten
1 tsp vanilla
1 tsp salt
1 tsp baking soda
1 1/2 c white flour
3 c quick oatmeal
2 c coconut (or  

Grandma Helen’s  
Oatmeal Cookies

   nuts, raisins,  
   dates, chocolate  
   chips)

Directions
• Cream together 
butter, white sugar 
and brown sugar in 
a large bowl.

• Add eggs, vanilla, 
salt, baking soda, 
flour, oatmeal, 
coconut and mix.

• Either use a 
cookie scoop, 

drop and bake 
immediately or 
form the dough 
into 2” rolls 
in plastic and 
refrigerate until 
chilled then slice.

• Bake at 375 for 
10-12 minutes.

www.justapinch.com/oatmealcookies
Submitted by: Laurie Sanders, Seattle, WA (pop. 608,660)

Brought to you by American Hometown Media

Laurie Sanders
Seattle, WA
(pop. 608,660)

If you’re looking for a non-traditional oatmeal cookie 
(no cinnamon or nutmeg here), try Laurie Sanders’ 

Grandma Helen’s Oatmeal Cookies recipe. It’s one great 
cookie! I added coconut and really enjoyed unusual the mix 
of flavors. I love how you can customize the add-ins to your 
liking. I  kept sneaking “just one” all day and think you will 
too.

See step-by-step photos of Laurie’s recipe plus thousands 
more from home cooks nationwide at: 

www.justapinch.com/oatmealcookies
You’ll also find a meal planner, coupons and chances to 

win! Enjoy and remember, use “just a pinch”...

-Janet
The Blessing of the Bicycles event 
last spring gave bicycles to about 50 
kids that needed one. They are seek-
ing more bicycles for this year’s event 
coming up June 25. Photo by J. Reed.

Has your child outgrown his 
or her bicycle? Would you like 
to have another child enjoy it as 
much as yours did? How about 
donating it for an event that gives 
away bicycles to kids that need 
one?

Almost 50 kids that didn’t have 
a bike received one at last year’s 
Blessing of the Bicycles event 
at The Springs Church. About 
40 used ones were given away, 
as well as eight brand new ones. 
This year, organizers of the event 
are looking for more bikes to give 

away to kids who need one.
Dozens of kids and parents 

showed up at last year’s event to take 
advantage of the free bicycles, hel-
mets, face painting, and other good-
ies. On hand was the Kent County 
Sheriff Department, Cedar Springs 
Fire Department, and Rockford Am-
bulance. They will be all be on hand 
again at this year’s event on June 25, 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. at The Springs 
Church, with fun for kids and their 
families. But in order for the event 
to be a success, they need bicycles to 
be donated. 

Bicycles can be dropped off 
any time at 5581 17 Mile Road (at 
Ritchie) at the Bike Exchange. Or, 
if you need someone to pick up the 
bike, please call 616-799-2850.



(BPT) - She’s spent 
years taking care of you, 
whether it was mend-
ing your first broken 
heart, helping you pack 
and move for college, or 
moving in to help take 
care of your first child. 
Mom has always been 
around to help. For all the 
times she’s been there for 
you, now is the time to be 
there for her. This Moth-
er’s Day, plan the perfect 
day to show mom just 
how thankful you are.

Plan a day together. 
Set aside all other plans 
and treat your mom to 
a day filled with her fa-
vorite people, places and 
things. Whether it’s a day 
spent indoors playing games or reminiscing, or grabbing 
the extended family and heading to her favorite park, lake 
or ocean for a picnic, simply sharing in these moments is 
sure to bring your mom joy and delight.

Host an afternoon tea. While breakfast in bed may have 
been your Mother’s Day tradition growing up, perhaps it’s 
time for something new. This year, treat mom to a relaxing 
and indulgent afternoon tea filled with delicious treats like 
these Lavender Buttermilk Scones.

Ingredients:
8 ounces self-raising flour, plus extra for dusting
1 teaspoon baking powder
2 ounces unsalted butter, cut into small cubes, plus extra 

for greasing
3 ounces lavender-flavored sugar, sifted if preferred (see 

Cook’s Tip below)
1 pint buttermilk, plus extra for brushing
Salt
Your choice of Bonne Maman Preserves
Directions:
Heat the oven to 425 degrees.
Sift the flour and baking powder into a bowl and rub in 

the butter until the mixture resembles breadcrumbs.
Stir in the lavender sugar (sifted if preferred) and a pinch 

of salt and make a well in the center of the flour mixture. 
Pour in the buttermilk and mix to combine, making a soft 
dough.

The Cedar Springs Post Thursday, May 5, 2016   Page 7

ometownometown

Arts/entertAinment

Mother’s Day

Send a Gift for Mother’s Day 
40% OFF - NOW $23.99 / reg $39.99  /  #50826

The Moms in your life will love this beautiful green linen-style gift box filled with our 
best seasonal cookies and finished with a Happy Mother’s Day ribbon. Enjoy 12 each of 
Lemon Daisy, Raspberry Blossom and Tangerine Swirl shortbreads.  

Sweet Deal 
40% off

USE OFFER CODE:  FORMOM434   
ACCESS THE DEAL AT: DancingDeer.com/ForMom
CALL: 800.390.9379            (some restrictions apply)

May 8th, 2016

 PLUS, 4 Burgers
 FREE!

Call 1-800-375-8604 and ask for 46191EWD 
www.OmahaSteaks.com/bbq11

The Family Gourmet Buffet
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
2 Boneless Chicken Breasts (.5 lb. pkg.)
2 (4.5 oz.) Stuffed Sole with 
   Scallops and Crabmeat
4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages
12 oz. pkg. All-Beef Meatballs
4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

46191EWD | Reg. $200.90

Now Only $4999

 PLUS, PLUS, 4 Burgers
FREE!FREE!

      

Save 75% on Omaha Steaks

Try a little 
TENDERNESS®

Limit 2 pkgs. at this price. Your 4 free burgers 
will be sent to each shipping address that 
includes the Family Gourmet Bu� et 46191. 
Limit of 1 free box of 4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks 
Burgers per shipment. Standard S&H 
will be added per address. Not valid with 
other o� ers. Expires 6/20/16. ©2016 OCG 
| 605B120 | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

Top tips for a perfect Mother’s Day You Can Be One 
Reason Mom Feels 
Loved

(NAPS)—From the big mile-
stones to the everyday moments, 
chances are, you knew Mom 
would be there for you. So on 
her special day, you want to find 
exactly the right way to let her 
know how much she continues 
to inspire and encourage you. 

A Beautiful Breakfast
To help, you can now start 

Mother’s Day morning with 
a wonderful gift from Wolfer-
man’s specialty foods brand. 
The Mother’s Day Tote is filled 
with their famous English muf-
fins, decadent pastries and Earl 
Grey tea, along with clover hon-
ey sticks to complete the luxu-
rious breakfast gift. Afterward, 
the tote can be reused and act 
as a brilliant reminder of your 
thoughtfulness. For additional 
information, visit www.Wolfermans.com. 

Clever Cookies
You can also sweeten her day with decadent gifts from 

Cheryl’s. The gourmet cookie brand’s Long Stemmed Cook-
ie Flowers is a delicious bouquet of 12 long- stemmed, but-
tercream-frosted cutout cookies and hand-decorated crunchy 
sugar cookies. Delivered in a real florist box, this unique and 
memorable gift can really show you care. Available at www.
Cheryls.com. 

A Blooming Good Idea
The Mom’s Tea Party arrangement from 1-800-Flowers.

com serves up plenty as a two-in-one gift with a lovely selec-
tion of pastel roses, carnations and white daisies, beautifully 
hand designed inside a reusable floral teapot. For more details, 
visit www.1800flowers.com.

For this Mother’s Day, send her a breakfast to remember, 
something to satisfy her sweet tooth and a truly original ar-
rangement that she’ll treasure. That can help her know she’s 
loved, not just on Mother’s Day but every day.

Learn More
For more gift ideas to celebrate Mom this Mother’s Day, 

visit www.1800Flowers.com and www.Wolfermans.com. 

Briefly knead the dough on a floured surface, then lightly 
roll out to about 3/4-inch thick. Cut scones with a 2-inch 
pastry cutter and place on a greased baking sheet.

Brush the top of each scone with a little extra buttermilk 
and bake for 12-15 minutes, until lightly browned on the 
top. Cool on a wire rack, dust lightly with flour and serve 
with your favorite choice of Bonne Maman preserves.

Cook’s tips:
* To make lavender-flavored sugar, push 2-3 small 

washed and dried sprigs of fresh lavender into a jar of caster 
sugar. Leave for at least 24 hours before using.

* Brushing the scones with beaten egg before baking will 
give them a shiny golden top.

Give Mom a well deserved day off. Even after a perfect 
day spent with loved ones, sometimes all mom really wants 
is a day to herself doing whatever she pleases. While you 
may not be able to give her just that, Bonne Maman, maker 
of 100 percent natural preserves and jellies, is here to help 
through the Share The Love national sweepstakes. Mom 
can enter for a chance to win a $4,500 day off to spend 
doing whatever she’d like, plus she can download a $2 off 
coupon for her next Bonne Maman purchase. For more in-
formation and to enter, visit www.BonneMaman.us.



life. Here are four tips to keep 
in mind as you prepare to en-
joy your backyard oasis:

1. Inspect your deck every 
year.

Ideally, you should inspect 
your deck each year by go-
ing underneath it to make 
sure posts, beams, joists, deck 

boards, railings, fasteners and 
connectors are all in good 
shape, and nothing is unsta-
ble. “The ledger connection 
is where the deck connects 
to the house. It is one of the 
most common failure points 
on a poorly built deck. It’s 
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Spruce upSpring 2016
Gardening  • Lawn Tips • Landscaping • Home fix-up • Do-it-Yourself  • And More...

FLEA MARKET …

Starting at

©Valspar

NEW  
Valspar® Chalky Finish Paint
40+ COLORS

TO FABULOUS
in record time

• vintage charm without sanding or priming •

D E A L E R  I M P R I N T

$00.00

13861 White Creek Ave. | Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-0010 | 1-800-696-1009
www.whitecreeklumber.com

Store HourS: Monday - Saturday 7:30am-6:00pm

Locally Owned, Customer Friendly

White Creek Lumber & hardWare Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 35 years

Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060

w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

Apply With Us...

Mortgages Made Easy!

Personalized Service With Us...

Make Your Payments With Us...

Get Approved By Us...Thanks KCCU!

Low Maintenance Vegetable Gardening for a Bountiful Harvest
By Melinda Myers

Increase your harvest 
without increasing the size 
of your garden or work-
load. All you need is a bit 
of intensive planting, along 
with some low maintenance 
techniques.

Invest some time upfront 

to prepare the garden soil. 
This will save you time 
throughout the growing 
season.  Add several inches 
of organic matter and a slow 
release fertilizer into the top 
8 to 12 inches of soil.  The 
organic matter improves 
drainage in clay soils and 
increases moisture retention 

in sandy soils. The slow re-
lease fertilizer feeds the 
plants for several months, 
reducing the number of ap-
plications needed.  You’ll 
have healthier plants that 
are better able to fend off 
pests and outcompete the 
weeds.  Match the plants 
with the right growing con-

ditions. Tomatoes, peppers, 
and other vegetables that 
produce fruit need full sun. 
Leafy crops like lettuce 
are more tolerant of shade. 
Check plant tags and seed 
packets for planting details 
or download a free garden-
ing app, like Homegrown 
with Bonnie Plants, for 
plant information, mainte-
nance tips, weather reports, 
and more.

Plant seeds and trans-
plants in blocks with fewer 
pathways.  Give each plant 
enough room to grow to 
its full size. Your rows will 
be closer together with just 
enough paths for weeding, 
watering, and harvesting. 
You will be growing more 
plants and pulling fewer 
weeds with this strategy.

Interplant to further max-
imize your planting space. 
Plant short-season vege-
tables like lettuce and rad-
ishes in between properly 

Harvest - continues on page 15 Low maintenance gardening. Intensive planting rows. 
photo courtesy Bonnie Plants

deck - continues on page 15

4 steps to a safe deck for summer
(BPT) - Now that the 

weather is warmer and you’re 
spending more time outdoors, 
it’s the perfect time to check 
that your deck is ready for 
outdoor entertaining. Just as 
you take your car in for reg-
ular maintenance to avoid 
bigger problems, a little deck 
maintenance goes a long way 
to ensure your peace of mind 
and to give your deck a longer 
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Big Rapids on Northland Dr. next to Save-A-lot & 
Cedar Springs on 17 mile next to Little Caesar’s

INSIDE

the vape experts

need to make room 
for new products. 

Both Big Rapids & 
Cedar Springs stores have 
product that muSt go.  
Sale starts May 5th. 
Get in quick for best selection. 
Bring in this ad and 
ReCeive 50% Off one 
bottle of Freshwater Juice 

only one ad per customer 
while supplies last

sprInG cLearance saLe up to 70% off!

Rowland’s
suRplus outlet

Muskegon St.
Cedar Springs

616-696-9716
We’ve got what you need this spring...

3’x5’ 
commeRcial 
entRy mats

(carpeted w/vinyl back)

$12.99ea

Also visit our Greenville location public waRehouse 
for the same great deals - 1205 W.  Washington St. • Greenville

GRoceRies 
and 

 hbc

anco
wipeR 
blades

$3.49ea

lawn and 
GaRden 
tools

outdoors
Teen gets first turkey

Ethan Riley, 13, shot his first turkey on April 24. It 
weighed in at 18 lbs, 13.5 oz, and sported an 8-inch 
beard, and 3/8” spurs. Ethan is the son of proud parents 
Terilynn and Ryan Riley, of Pierson.

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By ranger steve Mueller

Snippets of life 
Picking wild blue berries with the family, catching grass-

hoppers and worms for fishing, swimming in a lake, ca-
noeing a river, climbing a tree with neighborhood kids, 
catching lightning bugs are all snippets from my childhood 
outdoor experiences. Each of us recall a multitude of expe-
riences from growing up. 

Make a mental list of your experiences growing up. How 
many are outdoor experiences with family? How many are 
outdoor experiences by yourself or with other kids? Ask 
your kids to list outdoor experiences with family, by them-
selves or with other kids. 

Compare your lists. Do you and your kids have similar 
outdoor experience lists? Times have changed but are you 
providing your children or grandchildren with experiences 
that were a joy for you as a kid? 

One of my happier moments came with each of my girls 
separately. I asked each when we were alone, to tell me 
their favorite family activity from when they were growing 
up. Interesting both had the same answer. They said going 
horseback riding at Wolf Lake Ranch. That is something 
we did during a fall weekend each year. My favorite family 
activity when I was growing up was going to Wolf Lake 
Ranch with my parents every fall. 

How many parents can say their children’s favorite fam-
ily activity is the same favorite activity they had with their 
parents? Going to a rustic ranch for horseback riding, hay-
ride, campfire, and other activities is one way to experience 
the outdoors. 

Survey: Michigan’s wolf population stable

Credit: Michigan Department of Natural Resources.

An aerial photograph shows part of the Upper Peninsula’s wolf popula-
tion. Wolf surveys are conducted every two years. A survey now ongoing 
is expected to produce a new minimum population estimate in April.

A wolf is shown in the Upper Peninsula woodlands. The DNR’s latest 
survey has shown no significant change in Michigan’s wolf population.

Michigan Department of Natural Resources wild-
life division officials said this week that the size of the 
state’s wolf population has not changed significantly 
since the last survey was conducted in 2014.

DNR wildlife researchers estimate there was a min-
imum of 618 wolves in the Upper Peninsula this win-
ter. The 2014 minimum population estimate was 636 
wolves.

“The confidence intervals of the 2014 and 2016 
estimates overlap, thus we can’t say with statistical 
confidence that the population decreased,” said Kev-
in Swanson, wildlife management specialist with the 
DNR’s Bear and Wolf Program in Marquette.

Confidence intervals are a range of values that de-
scribe the uncertainty surrounding an estimate.

Swanson said, based on the 2016 minimum popula-
tion estimate, it is clear that wolf numbers in Michigan 
are viable, stable and have experienced no significant 

change since 2014.
“Currently, deer numbers in the U.P. are at lows not seen in de-

cades and we wondered if there would be a decline in wolf num-
bers as a result of this reduction in their primary source of prey,” 
Swanson said. “We also did not observe a significant difference in 
the number and average size of wolf packs as compared to 2014.”

This latest minimum wolf population estimate was compiled re-
cently after surveys were conducted over the past few months, be-

ginning in December. The wolf 
survey is completed by DNR 
wildlife division and U.S. De-
partment of Agriculture Wild-
life Services staff who search 
specific units for wolf tracks 

and other signs of wolf activity.
“While the survey is primarily a track survey, when available, 

we also use aerial counts of packs that contain radio-collared ani-
mals. In addition, the movement information we collect from the 
radio-collared wolves helps us interpret the track count results,” 
said Dean Beyer, a DNR wildlife researcher in Marquette. “Taken 
together, these methods allow us to estimate the minimum size 
of the wolf population. In 2016, approximately 63 percent of the 
Upper Peninsula was surveyed.”

After wolves returned naturally to the U.P. in the 1980s, through 
migration from Minnesota, Wisconsin and Ontario, the popula-
tion rebounded remarkably until recent years when growth began 
to level off.

Over the past few years, Michigan’s minimum population esti-
mate has hovered between 600 and 700 wolves.

Since the winter of 1993-94, combined wolf numbers in Mich-
igan and Wisconsin have surpassed 100, meeting federally es-
tablished goals for population recovery. The Michigan recovery 
goal of a minimum sustainable population of 200 wolves for five 
consecutive years was achieved in 2004.

“Clearly, the Michigan wolf population has maintained levels 
surpassing these state and federal recovery goals for more than a 
decade,” said Russ Mason, DNR wildlife division chief.

In January 2012, citing wolf recovery in the region, the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service took gray wolves off the federal endan-

snippets - continues on page 12

$5,000 reward offered for info on 
Turkey Tracts vandalism 

wolf - continues on page 12

Vandals destroyed this sign just three days after a celebra-
tion of the opening of the new Turkey Tracts kiosk.

The Department of Natural Re-
sources and local law enforcement 
agencies are seeking information on 
the vandalism of the new “Turkey 
Tracts” kiosk located at Allegan 
State Game Area in Allegan Coun-
ty, Michigan.

The National Wild Turkey Feder-
ation is offering a reward of up to 
$5,000 for information leading to a 
conviction of the person or persons 
responsible for destroying the sign.

On April 15, vandals destroyed 
the sign located on 126th Avenue, 
just three days after partners, volun-

teers and individuals celebrated the 
opening of Michigan’s first Turkey 
Tracts site.

“Vandalism on state game areas 
not only destroys the hard work of 
volunteers and partner organiza-
tions, but can hinder the ability to 
make improvements on the game 
area,” said Maria Albright, DNR 
wildlife technician. “Hunter license 
dollars may end up being spent 
making repairs from the destruction 
of public property instead of mak-
ing improvements for all users to 

Credit: Michigan Department of Natural Resources.

reward - continues on page 12



Meet the Hawks: 
Neil Gillett

Meet West Mich-
igan Hawks center 
Neil Gillett. A grad-
uate from Kent City 
High School, Neil 
played football un-
til his sophomore 
year of high school, 
then chose to wres-
tle. He ended up 
wrestling at Pima 
Community College 
in Arizona.

Gillett’s big-
gest idols off the field are his mother and Jesus. His big-
gest sports idols are Larry Bird, Brett Favre, Kirk Gibson, 
and (golfer) Fred Couples.

Outside of football, Gillett can be found at church, doing 
volunteer work, golfing, or eating sushi.

“I love football, especially the team aspect,” he said 
when asked why he chose to be a Hawk. “Being part of a 
functioning organism is special. Nothing brings you closer 
to a group of guys faster than going out to fight with them. 
Being one of the older guys on the team, I think I realize 
how limited my time is still playing the game, so I really 
relish every moment I get practices, games, everything.”

Head coach/owner David Lange had great things to say 
about Gillett. “Neil is a guy that every coach would love to 
have. He is talented as a center, and he is uplifting for the 

team. Outside of football he is a big teddy bear. Put a 
helmet and some pads on and the man can do some serious 
damage up front! I love Neil as a player and as a person, 
and I think he will contribute a lot in to the success of this 
team.”

You can see Neil and the West Michigan Hawks in their 
next game on Saturday, May 14, when they host the Lake 
Michigan Havoc at Skinner Field. This game will feature a 
benefit for Cedar Springs resident Brison Ricker, who is 
battling a brain tumor. Tickets will be $6 at the gate, with 
children 10 and under free. We hope to see you there!

 

Je’len Jackson signs 
with Albion

On April 27, 
Cedar Springs 
senior Je’len 
Jackson signed a 
celebratory sign-
ing form stating 
that he had been 
accepted at Albi-
on College, an 
NCAA Division 
III institution, 
and that in addi-
tion to academ-
ics, he intends to 
participate in the 
sport of basket-

ball during the 2016-2017 school years.
“After moving to Cedar Springs his sophomore year, Je’len 

became a strong contributor for the varsity, becoming one of the 
leading 3-point shooters and rebounders for the program,” stated 
Coach Patin.

Congratulations, Je’len!

Lane Gott signs 
with Albion

Cedar Springs 
senior Lane Gott 
recently signed a 
celebratory sign-
ing form stating 
that he had been 
accepted at Al-
bion College, an 
NCAA Division 
III institution, 
and that in addi-
tion to academ-
ics, he intends to 
participate in the 
sport of football during the 2016-2017 school years. 

Gott was part of the championship Red Hawk football team as 
both a junior and senior. “Lane has been an extremely versatile 
player for the last two seasons,” remarked head football coach 
Gus Kapolka. “He’s started 18 games at corner against some of 
the best competition in the state and held his own.  He was a leader 
in our senior class that went 14-6 over the last two seasons with 
back to back conference championships.”

Congratulations, Lane!  

The Cedar Springs 
girls tennis team took 
second place at the 
Fruitport Invitational 
on Saturday, April 29. 
Fruitport came in first 
place, followed by Ce-
dar Springs, Greenville 
in third, and Coopers-
ville in fourth place.

The Red Hawks 
played well, with sev-
eral taking first and 
second place in their 
positions.

The number one dou-
bles team of Anna Beh-
renwald and Mariah 
Rios took first place; 
and also taking first 
place was the number 2 
doubles team of Alyssa 
Marshall and Morgan Shev-
ock.

All of the Red Hawk 
singles finished in second 
place, including number 

1 singles Emily 
Pastoor; number 2 
singles Emma Schut; 
number 3 singles 
Jordan Ackerman; 
and number 4 singles 
Jessica Brunett.

On Monday, May 
1, the Red Hawks 
traveled to Green-
ville and defeated 

them 6 to 2. Winning flights 
included number 1 singles 

Emily Pastoor; number 2 
singles Emma Schut; num-
ber 3 singles Jordan Ack-
erman; number 4 singles 
Jessica Brunett; number 1 
doubles Anna Behrenwald 
and Mariah Rios; and num-
ber 3 doubles Morgan Shev-
ock and Michaela Tawney.

Their next match is at 
home against Northview on 
Monday, May 9.
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sports
Girls tennis takes second at Fruitport, 
wins Greenville match

Medal winners at Fruitport tournament.

Girls tennis won 6-2 over Greenville Monday.

West Michigan 
Hawks start season 
with 46-0 victory

The West Michigan Hawks didn’t let the rain dampen their 
spirits on Saturday evening, April 29. Although the playing con-
ditions weren’t ideal, the Hawks put together a complete effort in 
their 46-0 victory over the Highland Park Polar Bears at Skinner 
Field.

Acclimating to the weather was a bit of a challenge, as the team 
got off to a bit of a slow start offensively. But it was the defense 
that set the tone. The Hawks forced a safety midway through the 
first quarter to start the scoring, taking a 2-0 lead. Wide receiv-
er Monte Swanigan hauled in a 60-yard pass from quarterback 
Charles Hodges on the next drive, and the two point conversion 
attempt was good, giving the Hawks a 10-0 lead at the end of the 
first quarter.

Things really came together for the Hawks in the second quar-
ter. Hodges scored on a two-yard quarterback keeper, running 
back Brant Brooks scored on a run, and cornerback Omar Haynes 
returned an interception 63 yards for a touchdown in the quarter. 
The Hawks took a 32-0 lead into the locker rooms at the half.

The second half was played on a running clock, but that didn’t 
stop the Hawks from continuing what they started. Ryan Wil-
liams returned a punt for a touchdown during the middle portion 
of the quarter, and the Hawks led 40-0 after three quarters. Brooks 
scored his second touchdown on the last play of the game, making 
the final score 46-0.

“It was inspiring to see all of the new elements of the team 
come together with such enthusiasm,” said lineman Neil Gillett. 
“We have a lot of new guys on the team this year. The ability for 
us to come together and play so cohesively in such a short amount 
of time really speaks for the selfless quality and team focus of our 
men.”

Safety Robert Bell was also quite satisfied with the team’s 
effort. “This was a great first test for our team. We mentioned 
throughout the practice weeks about answering the call when ad-
versity dials the number. We opened our arms to our brother Brant 
Brooks, who prior to the game lost his brother. This game allowed 
our team to solidify our brotherhood and turn life’s negatives into 
a community of positivity. It was also great to see Alan Beamer 
and his family accept the #12 jersey in his recognition of his battle 
with Alzheimer’s Disease. Life is bigger than self. Welcome to the 
West Michigan Hawks!”

Head coach David Lange was ecstatic after the game. “I’m very 
proud of our guys and what they have accomplished. We still have 
work to do, some corrections we need to make, but we did an 
outstanding job. We had our fun with this win, but now its time to 
move forward and focus on the next game on May 14th against 
the Lake Michigan Havoc.”

The game on May 14 will be played at Skinner Field, and is a 
benefit for Cedar Springs resident Brison Ricker, who is fighting 
a brain tumor. Doors will open at 5 p.m., with kickoff scheduled 
for 6. Tickets are $6 a piece, with children 10 and under free, and 
proceeds will go to Ricker’s cause. We hope to see you there!

JV golf starts conference  play
The Cedar Springs JV 

Boy’s Golf team began 
the OK Bronze season last  
week competing at North-
view and Forest Hills East-
ern Jamborees. Monday, at 
Boulder Creek, the squad 

shot a 208 and finished 
5th. Jarred Reyers was 
medalist with a 49, Paul 
Krajewski 52, James Pow-
ell 53 and Cade O’Conner 
54. Wednesday, at Arrow-
head, the team shot a 221 

and finished 5th. James 
Powell was medalist with 
a 51, Paul Krajewski 55, 
Jarred Reyers 56, and Cade 
O’Conner 59. 

“We are playing alright 
with our top 4,” said Coach 

London. “We need the rest 
of the team to pick it up.” 

Cedar Springs was sched-
uled to  play at Cedar Chase 
on Monday and Maple Hill 
Wednesday this week.

sports is online @ cedarspringspost.com/category/sports/



Wanted School Bus Drivers
On – Call and Regular Part Time Positions for 2016 – 

2017 School Year
CDL Training Provided to Qualified Candidates
Contact Cedar Springs Public Schools Transportation 

Department for more information. (616) 696 – 1450

APPLY 
TODAY!
North Kent 
Head Start 
High Quality Preschool Program

No cost to families
3 Year Old - Full Day Classes
Family Support – Transportation (in most areas)
Nutritious Meals and Snacks – Child Health and Devel-

opment Screenings
Accommodations for children with disabilities 
Families must meet eligibility guidelines

Enrolling Now! Complete an Application on our website 
www.hs4kc.org, or Call 616-453-4145 

The Cedar Springs Post Thursday, May 5, 2016   Page 11

Cedar Springs Public Schools

1565 Dagget Rd., Pierson
616-636-5565

Robinson
Septic Tank Cleaning4116 17 Mile Road

Cedar Springs
616-696-9610

88 E. Division St., Sparta
616-887-1761

8450 Shaner Ave.
Rockford

616-866-0724
8955 Sparta Ave.

Sparta
616-887-1791616-696-1204

CedaR SPRINGS
PublIC 
     SChoolS

exCelleNCe & INNovatIoN

Graduation Ceremonies
CSHS Class of 
2016 Graduation 
Ceremony

June 2, 2016
7:00pm
Red Hawk Stadium 
(weather permitting)

New Beginnings Class of 2016 
Graduation Ceremony

May 25, 2016
6:30pm
Red Hawk Elementary Gymnasium

2016-2017 Kindergarten 
Registration is OPEN  

Your child must be 5 years old by September 1, 2016 to 
register for Kindergarten.  

Visit www.csredhawks.org  
Select “Enrollment”
Central Registration office is located on the 2nd Floor of 

the Hilltop Community Building.
If you have questions or need additional information, 

616-696-7317 or registrar@csredhawks.org

Hearing and Vision Screening
Kindergarten entrants for the 2016-2017 school year 

will need documentation of Hearing and Vision Screen-
ing through the Kent County Health Department (KCHD).   
The KCHD will be at Cedar Trails Elementary on the fol-
lowing dates:   May 13, 2016 and May 26, 2016

Please call Cedar Trails Elementary at 616.696.9884 or 
the Registrar’s Office at 616.696.7317 to schedule an ap-
pointment.  Additional appointment times can be scheduled 
by calling the KCHD at 616.632.7047

2016-2017 School Year Schools 
of Choice Information

Cedar Springs Public Schools participates in both the 
Kent Intermediate School District (ISD) and the 105c 
Schools of Choice plans. Applications are available at the 
District Office once the Schools of Choice window opens.

Schools of Choice -  April 11 through May 13
105c - April 11 through May 13
Central Registration
(616) 696-7317   or  registrar@csredhawks.org
For more information about Schools of Choice, please 

visit www.csredhawks.org

CSMS band 
Congratulations to our CSMS band students who partic-

ipated in Solo and Ensemble at Kent City Saturday, April 
23! There were many great performances, including a 
World Premiere entitled ‘Portraits of Lost Time’ by our 7th 
Grade Percussion Ensemble.  See it here! https://youtu.be/
r7_RVYoKH10

10 events received 1st division ratings and 2 events re-
ceived 2nd divisions.  Congratulations again to the follow-
ing students!

8th Grade Percussion Ensemble
Tanner Davidson, Jared Ovokaitys, David Erxleben, 

Kyleigh Kinsley, Ethan Wierda, Grace Marsman
7th Grade Percussion Ensemble
Steven Hutchins, Alexis Wood, Brooke Beck, Landon 

Jennings, Sam Kleynenberg, Paige Marsman, Jayce Cris-
tobal, Andrew Koning, Chris Torrey, OIivia Miller, Matt 
Reed, Hailie Hoste, Tonya Tepin, Cecilia Smith, Madison 
Skelonc, Sierra Johnson, Emily Whilden, Caleb Jennings, 
Alexis Braxton

Spring Pops Concert  
High School - 5/12  @7pm in High School Auditorium
6th- 8th Grades - 5/17 (& Art Show)  @6:30pm in Middle 

School Cafeteria

Students Last Day of School 
June 8, 2016

Board members receive 
awards

Congratulations to our 
Board Members– Patricia 
Eary, Matthew Shoffner and 
Brook Nichols 

On Thursday, April 28 
these Board Members were 
acknowledged and cele-
brated for their accomplish-
ments in continuing their 
Board Member education.   
MASB was pleased 
to present awards 
to board members 
across the county 
for professional 
board development 
courses complet-
ed during the past 
year.  These school 
board leaders com-
pleted numerous 
classes to develop 
new skills and stay 
up-to-date on edu-
cational issues.

Award of Merit 
- Completed Level 
1 and 45 education 
credits: Patricia 
Eary and Matthew 
Shoffner 

Award of Dis-
tinction - Com-
pleted Levels 1 
and 2; total of four 
advanced (200- or 
300-Level) CBA 
classes and mini-
mum of 208 educa-
tion credits: Brook 
Nichols 

Thank you for you Leadership!

Grand Valley State University College 
of Education Michigan Literacy Project 
– The Winner is Rebekah Nagy

The Michigan Literacy Project was developed by faculty and 
staff in the College of Education with the purpose of supporting 
our COE graduates as they begin their teaching careers. 

Often when new teachers begin their careers, they are thrilled 
to be landing that first teaching position. They arrive with fresh 
ideas and new energy but soon find that despite their idealistic 
outlooks, their jobs come with a big empty classrooms and little 
or no funding available for some of the very basic tools to pro-
vide a quality education to their students.  Beginning a teaching 
career can be daunting in and of itself but when a new teacher is 
faced with paying for classroom basics, it can be simply over-
whelming. We recognize the importance of the availability of 
quality, children’s literature in each classroom, yet it often takes 
new teachers several years of personal spending to develop a 
functional classroom library.  

The Grand Valley State University College of Education 
Michigan Literacy Project (MLP) was developed to address the 
needs of our recent graduates and their young students.  MLP’s 
mission is to provide quality classroom libraries to recent Col-
lege of Education graduates teaching 3 years or less in a K-5 
general education classroom in an underserved Michigan public 
school districts across the state.

MLP’s goal is to provide rich and meaningful encounters with 
quality children’s literature that will encourage students’ love of 
reading first.  Fostering joy and wonder for the written word will 
help children develop into adults who are curious and insightful 
and who will use that curiosity to expand their knowledge and 
passion for the betterment of society. 

Research shows the more books children have ready access 
to, the better readers and life-long learners they will become. 
Regular exposure to quality children’s literature in multiple 
genres will foster a healthy love and respect for the written word 
and will lay the groundwork for bringing up Michigan’s next 
generation of forward-thinking, creative and skilled workers 
and entrepreneurs. 

With the help of a $2,500 grant 
from The Meemic Foundation, 
the 2013-2014 Michigan Litera-
cy Project pilot program provided 
classroom libraries to six Michigan 
classrooms.  Recently MLP received 
a $20,000 grant from Ronald Mc-
Donald House Charities of Outstate 
Michigan that will fund the purchase 
of 45 classroom libraries over a 
3-year period.  College of Education 
graduates with elementary teaching 
certificates were notified of the grant 
opportunity. 15 classroom library 
grant winners were identified for the 
2015-16 academic year.  This pro-
cess will be repeated in 2016-17 and 
again 2017-18.

Patricia Eary receives the Award of Merit

Brook Nichols receives the Award of Dis-
tinction

Vet to receive honorary 
diploma

World War II Veteran Mr. Erwin Empie is to receive an 
Honorary Cedar Springs High School diploma on June 2, 
2016 at the Class of 2016 High School graduation ceremo-
ny.  Mr. Empie served in the Navy from December 9, 1944 
to June 12, 1946 during the time he would have completed 
his requirements for a Cedar Springs High School diploma.  
This honorary diploma is made possible by Public Act 181 
of 2001.
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SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pmLori Visser
www.globespinnertravel.com
800.583.3177 / 616.263.1777

At your
Service...

legal nOtICes

P   STThe

This spoT

only $15
per week

5,000 copies 
printed weekly

Call 616.696.3655

Public Notice
city of cedar SPriNgS

regular Meeting of the
cedar Springs city council

thursday, May 12, 2016
Cedar Springs City Hall

66 S. Main St.
Cedar Springs, Michigan

Workshop
6:15 p.m.

Meeting
7:00 p.m.

A Public Hearing will be held on
the 2016/17 Fiscal Year Budget.

the property tax millage rate proposed
to be levied to support the proposed budget

will be a subject of this hearing.
the proposed budget does not

include a millage increase
greater than the millage levied

in the 2015/16 fiscal year.

A copy of the budget is available
for public inspection in the

office of the City Clerk
during normal business hours.

Dated:  May 5, 2016  Linda Christensen
City Clerk

616.696.1330

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year

WE INSTALL

Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair
Hours

Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

•Clutches
•Brakes
•Oil Changes
•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051

Professional auto rePair
New hours: M-F 8-6 • sat. 8-4 • suN. Closed

696-8863

15670 NorthlaNd dr. 
betweeN Cedar spriNgs 

aNd saNd lake

aNy Car aNy repair
diesel - hybrid • MediuM & heavy duty • ForeigN & doMestiC

PUBLIC 
NOTICE

SOLON TOWNSHIP 
SPRING CLEANUP 2016

Annual Spring Cleanup for Solon Township 
residents only has been scheduled for

Saturday, May 7th and 
Saturday, May 14th, 2016

10:00 am to 3:00 pm 
15185 Algoma Avenue

One 5 x 8 trailer with 48” sides or one pick-up box 
is allowed per household.  All items must 
be in bags or boxes not to exceed 45 lbs.  

Acceptable items include:  lumber, a limit of 4 
car or passenger truck tires per household 
which must be cut into 4 pieces.

Unacceptable items include:  hazardous waste 
such as oil, paint, anti-freeze, cleaning 
supplies or other liquid determined to be 
hazardous, yard waste, concrete, stones, 
roofing scrap, metal barrels (unless both 
ends are cut out), fiberglass boats, large 
plastic objects, railroad ties, urine or blood 
soaked carpet or furniture, wet carpet, wet 
mattresses, overstuffed cushions or furni-
ture, dead animals .  NO SHOVEL OFFS.

Solon Township reserves the right to inspect and 
accept or refuse all loads.

Please call the township office at 616-696-1718 
with any questions.

Dated: April 28, 2016Dated: May 5, 2016

In some ways, the girls and I grew up in the same time 
three decades apart. Of course, the world changed but the 
natural world was there for all of us. We had time to explore 
on our own and with friends. 

Technology brought new advances as I grew. A new thing 
called transistor radios came into existence, FM radio de-
veloped, and automatic engines were replacing stick shift 
automobiles in my youth. As my kids grew, pinball ma-
chines gave way to video games, computers like the Apple 
IIe hit the market, and CD’s replaced vinyl records.  

TV shrunk the world even more and brought distant plac-
es and events closer to home. Despite the changes going on 
around us, our kids grew up with frogs, deer, ants, oak trees, 
and apples as neighbors. We grew Christmas trees in the 
yard and learned tree husbandry. Each girl had their own 
garden. As  waves rolled toward Lake Michigan’s shore, we 
threw stones to see if we could hit white caps. 

We camped in Hiawatha National Forest campgrounds 
and put our feet in the icy water of Lake Superior. In warm-
er shallow water of a campground lake, we waded among 
thousands of American toad pollywogs. 

We choked on campfire smoke that seemed to follow us 
where ever we moved. 

The world might be changing in ways we wish it were not 
but that does not mean our kids and grandkids cannot grow 
up in a time and place that was present 50 years ago. The 
natural world provides a place to nurture one’s sole, spirit, 
and physical health. 

Tents are still sold, outhouses still are found in rustic 
campgrounds, dirt hiking trails are more abundant through-
out the state, birds are singing, coyotes howl, bull frogs 
bellow, and deer bound from secret bedding areas. Raise 
kids in a time and place that you remember. It is safe and 
wonderful. 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

Snippets
...continued from page  9

enjoy.”
Lt. Gerald Thayer of the DNR felt confident the vandals would 

be found. “Our officers are trained for these types of situations and 
rely on assistance from the public to catch the culprits,” he said. 
“We are interested in any information regarding this illegal act.”

Anyone with information regarding these incidents is asked to 
call the 24-hour DNR Report All Poaching (RAP) line at 800-292-
7800. Information may be left anonymously.

Turkey Tracts are unique turkey hunting areas across the Lower 
Peninsula that provide great hunting opportunities for a variety of 
hunters, including youth, adults new to the sport, veterans with 
disabilities and seniors.

“I’m very disappointed with the blatant disregard for this sig-
nificant public-use facility,” said Jonathan W. Edgerly, with the 
Department of Military and Veterans Affairs and a member of the 
Michigan Accessibility Advisory Council. “Sites like this are im-
portant to our veterans with disabilities. I’m thankful that law en-
forcement agencies and the National Wild Turkey Federation are 
taking these crimes seriously and for their determination to bring 
the offenders to justice.”

The kiosk included helpful information for hunters visiting the 
Turkey Tract, such as maps of the area, project sponsors and infor-
mation on wild turkey habitat management.

Learn more about turkeys and hunting turkey in Michigan 
at mi.gov/turkey.

Reward
...continued from page  9

gered species list in Michigan and Wisconsin and the threatened 
species list in Minnesota.

The ruling allowed Michigan, Minnesota and Wisconsin to 
manage wolves according to their wolf management plans. Mich-
igan’s plan was crafted with the help of a panel representing a 
wide span of interests ranging from Native American tribes to 
trappers, hunters and environmentalists.

The 2008 plan, which the Department updated in 2015, allowed 
for lethal means to control a limited number of wolves each year 
where conflicts had occurred. Michigan law allowed citizens to 
kill wolves that were actively preying on their hunting dogs or 
livestock.

However, Michigan’s laws on wolf depredation and the ability 
of wildlife managers to use lethal means, including hunting, to 
control wolves was suspended in December 2014, after a ruling 
from the U.S. District Court in Washington, D.C.

In a lawsuit challenging the federal delisting, the court ruling 
found in favor of the Humane Society of the United States, or-
dering wolves returned to federal protection. Wolves have since 
remained classified as an endangered species in Michigan and 
Wisconsin and threatened in Minnesota.

Because of the federal endangered species status, Michigan citi-
zens may only legally kill a wolf in defense of human life.

After the court’s finding, Michigan, Wisconsin, some private 
groups and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service appealed the de-
cision, filing their initial legal briefs in the case late last year. The 
court has not yet released a timeline of its deliberations.

Legislative efforts in the U.S. Congress have also been under-
way to try to again delist wolves in the Great Lakes Region.

“We have limited management options available to us at this 
time,” Mason said. “We sincerely hope that our ongoing appeal 
or current Congressional efforts will be successful in removing 
wolves from federal protection.”

Swanson said, “If federal protections are removed, Michigan 
and other involved states would have the ability to manage wolves 
in a sustainable manner, by utilizing sound scientific principles as 
we currently employ with other valuable game species, such as 
bear and bobcat.”

For more information about wolf management in Michigan, 
visit www.michigan.gov/wolves.

Wolf
...continued from page  9
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Periodic redeterminations of the cost of the Improvements may be necessary, without a change in the Special Assessment District, and in that event, such 
redeterminations may be made by the Township Board without further notice to record owners or parties in interest in the lands in the Special Assessment 
District, in accordance with the provisions of said Act 188.

TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER
COUNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
WOODBECK CHAIN OF LAKES WEED CONTROL SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Township Board of the Township of Spencer, Kent County, Michigan, has determined to make certain public improve-
ments consisting of the control of aquatic weeds, plants and algae in the Woodbeck Chain of Lakes (Woodbeck Lake, Horseshoe Lake, Banks Lake and part 
of Thomas Lake) by means of periodic removal by chemical harvesting and other methods (the “Improvements”), pursuant to Act 188 of the Public Acts of 
Michigan of 1954, as amended.  The Township Board has tentatively determined that the cost of said Improvements shall be specially assessed against each 
of the following described lots and parcels of land which are benefitted by the Improvements and which together comprise the following proposed special as-
sessment district:

WOODBECK CHAIN OF LAKES WEED CONTROL SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT
Lots and parcels numbered:

41-04-35-226-002
41-04-35-251-005
41-04-35-276-002
41-04-35-277-006
41-04-35-277-007
41-04-35-377-005
41-04-35-377-006
41-04-35-377-007
41-04-35-377-008
41-04-35-377-022
41-04-35-377-023
41-04-35-377-025
41-04-35-377-026
41-04-35-377-027
41-04-35-377-028
41-04-35-377-029
41-04-35-401-003
41-04-35-401-004
41-04-35-476-003
41-04-35-476-004
41-04-35-476-005

41-04-35-476-006
41-04-35-476-009
41-04-35-476-010
41-04-35-476-011
41-04-35-476-012
41-04-35-476-013
41-04-35-476-014
41-04-35-476-015
41-04-35-476-016
41-04-35-476-017
41-04-35-476-020
41-04-35-476-021
41-04-35-476-026
41-04-35-476-027
41-04-35-476-028
41-04-35-476-033
41-04-35-476-034
41-04-35-476-036
41-04-35-476-037
41-04-35-476-038
41-04-35-476-039

41-04-35-476-040
41-04-35-476-043
41-04-35-476-044
41-04-35-476-045
41-04-35-476-046
41-04-35-476-047
41-04-35-476-048
41-04-35-476-049
41-04-35-476-050
41-04-35-476-051
41-04-35-476-052
41-04-35-476-053
41-04-35-476-054
41-04-35-476-055
41-04-35-476-056
41-04-35-476-057
41-04-35-476-058
41-04-35-476-059
41-04-35-476-060
41-04-35-476-061
41-04-35-476-062

41-04-35-476-063
41-04-35-476-064
41-04-35-476-065
41-04-36-101-006
41-04-36-101-011
41-04-36-101-012
41-04-36-101-021
41-04-36-151-001
41-04-36-151-012
41-04-36-151-014
41-04-36-152-013
41-04-36-152-034
41-04-36-152-040
41-04-36-152-047
41-04-36-154-021
41-04-36-154-022
41-04-36-154-023
41-04-36-154-016
41-04-36-300-001
41-04-36-300-002
Total Parcels: 83

Map of Special Assessment District

Map of Special Assessment District – Continued

TAKE NOTICE that the Township Board of the Township of Spencer will hold a public hearing on May 17, 2016, at 7:30 p.m. or shortly thereafter, at the 
Spencer Township Hall, 14690 Meddler Avenue, Gowen, Michigan, to hear and consider any objections to the proposed Improvements, the proposed special 
assessment district, and all other matters relating to said Improvements.

(Includes only those parcels of land having frontage on the lakes comprising the Woodbeck Chain of Lakes or deeded or dedicated access thereto)

(Includes only those parcels of land having frontage on the lakes comprising the Woodbeck Chain of Lakes or deeded or dedicated access thereto)

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that preliminary plans and estimates of cost for the Improvements are on file with the Township Clerk for public examination.
PROPERTY SHALL NOT BE ADDED TO THE PROPOSED SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT AND THE ORIGINAL ESTIMATE OF COST SHALL NOT 

BE INCREASED BY MORE THAN 10% WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE AND PUBLIC HEARING.

This Notice was authorized by the Township Board of the Township of Spencer.

Dated:  April 19, 2016 Denise Biegalle, Township Clerk



In accordance with the 
provisions of law, there being 
due and unpaid charges 
for which the undersigned 
is entitled to satisfy, an 
owner’s lien of the goods 
hereinafter described and 
stored at CEDARFIELD 
SELF STORAGE located 
at 3592 – 17 Mile Rd., 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319, 
888-865-4800 is hereby 
enforced; and, due notice 
having been given to the 
owners of said property and 
all parties known to claim 
an interest therein, and 
the time specified in such 
notice for payment having 
expired, the goods will be 
sold at public auction 
to the highest bidder or 
otherwise disposed of on 
Saturday, May 14, 2016 
at 10 am. Cash only. We 
reserve the right to refuse 
any or all bids. Gabrielle 
VanScoy, C304, household 
goods; Gary Reinhard, 
C306, household goods; 
Pat Oros, C329, household 
goods. 

Auction Sale
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Exam

The POST 
will give you
$1.00 OFF
CLASSIFIEDS

when you 
pay with

CA$H

ApArtments 
for rent

Join 
ouR 

TEam!
The POST is in search of 
hard working sales reps... 

• Flexible Hours
• Great Commision
• No Heavy Lifting
• No Long Distance
Please send resume to 
sales@cedarspringspost.com

Wilbur- Male American Staf-
forshire Terrier Mix

I’m a goofy guy with lots of 
energy and love to give! I’m 6 
months old and very playful, I 
enjoy playing with other dogs 
and tend to do well with fe-
males. I am enthusiastic when I 
meet new people and do have a 
tendency to jump, which should 
be considered if you have small children in your home. I would 
do well with people who would be interested and able to 
spend some time doing training with me, or taking a training 
class with me! If you’re looking for a fun-loving furry friend, 
I’m your guy! Come meet me at Humane Society of West 
Michigan! On Saturday, May 7th all pets ages 5 months and 
older will have their adoption fees waived as part of Bissell Pet 
Foundation’s Empty the Shelters Day! 

Sheba- Female Domes-
tic Short Hair

I’m a gentle 12 year old 
cat looking for my forever 
home! I would do well in 
a quiet and calm house-
hold. As a member of the 

Silver Paws Society (ages 7 and up) my adoption fee is waived. 
Please come meet me at Humane Society of West Michigan. 

GArAGe/
yArd sAles

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

For more information on the 
Humane Society of West Michigan, 
call (616) 453-8900 or visit them 

at 3077 Wilson NW,  just ½ mile north of  
Three Mile Road during adoption hours 

or visit www.hswestmi.org
Adoption Hours:  Sunday and Monday: Closed

Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm, Saturday: 10am-4pm

For rent

Child CAre

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

AUCtion

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!616-696-3655 36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370

Cedar Springs, MI 49319
– 696-3655 –Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

ServiceS

homes
 for sAle

Critter
Corner

PETS of the WEEK

help 
WAnted

For Sale

lost And 
foUnd

SPACE FOR LEASE

430 Sq. Ft. Suite
Shared Kitchen,

Restrooms,
and Lobby.

230 W. Shaw, Howard City

CALL: 231-937-9180

Critter
Corner

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 
616-696-1100

55+

TAG Productions    
616-696-0471
Sound Systems & DJ Services

◊Weddings 
◊Dances 
◊Rallies 
◊Concerts

Auction every Saturday – 
6pm, starting May 7th. View 
on auctionzip.com. Located 
at Peddlers Market 420 N. 
Lafayette, Greenville. Always 
taking consignments and 
buying estates. Call Rick 616-
302-8963. tfn

Learn Play & Grow Day-
care. Now open all shifts. 
Reserve your spot for 
summer! Check us out at 
Learnplayandgrowday-
care.com 616-255-7624. 
#18-21p

Hay for Sale. 1st and 2nd, square 
bales. Call 616-291-9330. #17-
24p

Large Yard Sale: May 5, 6, 
7. Household, collectibles, 
bicycles, lawn mowers, 
motorcycles, tools, antique 
toys, and clothes. 1 house north 
of J&R Truck Parts, 15730 
Northland Dr., Cedar Springs. 
#18p

Gigantic Yard Sale: May 
12, 13, 14, 19 and 20, 
8:30am – 6:30pm. BOY 
CLOTHES- sizes new-
born to five toddler. Brand 
names and all seasons. 
Tons of TOYS - infant and 
up. Baby Products, Fur-
niture and more. Women, 
maternity, and men’s cloth-
ing. Household and garage 
items. Items priced to sell. 
1399 Dairy Lane, Cedar 
Springs. #18,19p

Driver CDL A- Plastic re-
cycling company needs 
a driver/plant worker for 
local and out of town 
runs, no weekends (tarp-
ing of loads required). Full 
time position 40 hours plus 
per week. $16.00 per hour 
to start plus Health, 401K, 
Holiday and Vacation ben-
efits included. Apply in per-
son at Alloy Exchange, 
Inc. 300 Rockford Park 
Drive NE, Rockford, MI 
49341. #18

Sparta Condo – Senior 
(55+) Only, 2 bedroom, 
laundry, garage, heat, 
trash, condo fees and com-
munity room included. No 
pets – No smoking. $675/
mo with annual lease. 616-
887-8501. #17-20p

Rockford – 2 bedroom, 
quiet 4-plex. Heat, trash 
removal & car port included. 
No pets. No smoking. $600 
per month. Annual lease 
with credit report. 616-887-
8501. #18-21p

For more information please call
(616) 696-3920/

TDD 1-800-649-3777

ReD Flannel acRes
“A Place to Call Home”
aFFORDaBle lIVInG

311 Oak Court
Cedar Springs, MI

Great Location, 1 & 2 bedroom 
apartments. Designed for extremely 

low, very low and low income. 
Rent based on 30% of income. 

Handicapped accessible. 
Managed by Intrepid Professional Group

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

For more information please 
call (616) 696-3920/
TDD 1-800-649-3777

MILDRED HOUTING 
LEISURE ACRES

TAkING AppLICATIONS
for 1 and 2 bEDROOM 

ApARTMENTS 
Must be 62 years of age or 
handicapped or disabled of any 
age.  Designed for extremely 
low, very low and low income. 
Rent based on 30% of income. 

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

Lost: Michigan State keychain 
with Grandma on it with a Ford 
key. Lost about the middle of 
March, possibly in Sand Lake 
area. Call 616-862-3279. #15

Found: Set of keys with car key 
and house key. The item was 
located near United Methodist 
Church. Please contact the 
Kent County Sheriff Department 
Unit at 616-696-1330 ext. 308 
to identify and claim. #16

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Adoption: Tiffany’s Tiny Cat 
Rescue! Cats/Kittens available 
for adoption. Located in Cedar 
Springs. Kitties can be seen by 
appointment only. Adoption fee. 
616-430-3140. On Facebook. 
#18

Found: Black dog, female, 15-
20 lbs. Older, all black with 
gray on her face and her chest. 
Has black collar. Found at 
Fieldstone Development by 18 
Mile and Northland Dr. Found 
on Thursday, April 28th. To 
retrieve, call 616-460-1285. #18

Found: Black and white dog has 
been hanging around the 22 
Mile and Simmons area for the 
last couple of days. He or she 
looks to have been well fed. Call 
616-636-8397. #15

Critter
Corner
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School

Deck
...continued from page 8

Students, it’s Summer 
Employment Time

Manpower Can Help!

65 S. Main Street
Brick Building, Park in the back and enter lower level.

Corner of 10 Mile and Main St.
Manpower, Rockford, MI 49341

Call 616-866-3982 x 77178

Apply in person at Manpower of Rockford

Need employment for the Summer?
Manpower Has –
 • “Seasonal Jobs”
 • “Temp. to Perm. Jobs”
 • “1st, 2nd & 3rd Shift Jobs”
 • “Summer Jobs for Students”
 • “Summer Jobs for Teachers”
 • “We have plenty of opportunity for all!”

Manpower Pay Range –
 • $10.00 Assembly
 • $11.50 1st, 2nd & 3rd Shift
 • $11.16 Summer Jobs
 • $12.00 to $14.00 Warehouse
 • Customer Service and Clerical

spaced longer-season vegetables like broccoli and tomatoes.  
By the time the longer-season plants start filling the space, 
the shorter season plantings will be ready to harvest.  You’ll 
be pulling radishes or cutting lettuce instead of weeds. Plus, 
you’ll harvest two crops from one row.

Plant successive crops throughout the growing season. Plant 
cool weather vegetables like spinach, radishes, and lettuce in 
spring. Once these are harvested, replace with warm weather 
vegetables like beans, tomatoes, or cucumbers.  Finish off the 
season by filling any voids with a fall crop of cool weather 
vegetables.

Go vertical to save space, reduce disease, and make harvest-
ing easier. Growing vine crops on supports lifts the fruit off 
the ground and increases the amount of light and airflow the 
plants receive, reducing the risk of disease. Plus, you’ll do less 
bending when it’s time to harvest. 

Mulch the garden with pine straw/evergreen needles, shred-
ded leaves, or other organic matter.  These materials suppress 
the weeds, conserve moisture and add organic matter to the 
soil as they decompose. You’ll have fewer weeds to pull and 
not have to water as often. 

Save time and water with the help of soaker hoses or drip 
irrigation. These systems apply the water directly to the soil 
where it is needed. Less water is lost to overspray, evaporation, 
and runoff.  They also reduce the risk and spread of disease by 
preventing water from settling on the leaves of the plants.

Try a few or all of these strategies this season for an abun-
dant harvest without a lot of extra work.

Melinda Myers has over 30 years of gardening experience 
has written over 20 gardening books, including Small Space 
Gardening and the Midwest Gardener’s Handbook. She hosts 
The Great Courses “How to Grow Anything: Food Gardening 
For Everyone” DVD set and the nationally syndicated Melin-
da’s Garden Moment TV & radio segments. Myers is a colum-
nist and contributing editor for Birds & Blooms magazine and 
was commissioned by Bonnie Plants for her expertise to write 
this article. 

Harvest
...continued from page 8

Cupcake Station 116 E Liberty Ann Arbor, MI
Family Fare 2026 North Saginaw Midland, MI
Kroger 3838 Richfield Road Flint, MI
Meijer, #108 7300 Eastman Ave Midland, MI
Meijer, #64 3145 Ann Arbor-Saline Ann Arbor, MI
Meijer, #213 9515 Birch Run Rd Birch Run, MI
Millers Mini Mart 3001 Bay City Rd Midland, MI
Plum Market 375 North Maple Ann Arbor, MI
Target 2000 Waters Road Ann Arbor, MI
Tsai Grocery 3115 Oak Valley Drive Ann Arbor, MI
Walmart 910 Joe Mann Blvd Midland, MI
Walmart 7000 E Michigan Ave Saline, MI
Whole Foods 990 W Eisenhower Pkwy Ann Arbor, MI
Whole Foods 3135 Washtenaw Ave Ann Arbor, MI
“While the risk for adverse health effects appears to be low, 

more investigation is being done to determine what level of ex-
posure may have occurred,” said Dr. Eden Wells, chief medical 
executive, MDHHS. “If you have any health concerns, contact 
your healthcare provider or call Michigan Poison Control at 
1-800-222-1222 with questions.”

The departments would like to acknowledge the diligence of 
employees at Whole Foods, the quick response of the FBI, law 
enforcement agencies, and local health officials, and those who 
provided tips via social media, which has led to a speedy resolu-
tion to this issue.

Food industry employees and consumers are reminded to be 
vigilant and to report any suspicious activities. Remember, “If 
you see something, say something.” Any suspicious activities 
should be immediately reported to local law enforcement.

Examples of things to watch for include employees or strang-
ers who:

• spray unknown substances in your store
• enter or exit your operation through the wrong doors
• hang around display cases, exposed food displays (e.g., 

produce or salad bars) or cold/hot food displays
• loiter in aisles
• leave suspicious materials in your store
MDARD and MDHHS will continue to coordinate with all 

agencies involved, along with Washtenaw County Health De-
partment and Michigan’s retail grocery industry. Updates will be 
provided as new information becomes available.

Foods
...continued from page 3

adventures throughout the beautiful state of Arizona, including 
climbing to the summit of Camelback Mountain; hiking and 
climbing the beautiful red rocks of Sedona; visiting Slide Rock 
State Park; exploring a cave in Flagstaff; taking in an Arizona 
Coyote and an Arizona Diamondbacks/Cubs game (Go Cubs!); 
and visiting the Grand Canyon.

Wow! It sounds like both Flat Gran and the rest of the Moleski 
family had a great time! Thanks so much for taking us with you!

Are you going on vacation? Take the Post with you and snap 
some photos. Then send them to us with some info to news@ce-
darspringspost.com or mail them to Post travels, PO Box 370, 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319. We will be looking for yours!

Arizona
...continued from page 2

Counselors assembled quickly, and teachers shared with their 
heart and soul,” she explained.

Van Duyn said she could not say why the teen was not cur-
rently attending school. She did say that the family was new 
to the district this year, and that the teen has two siblings still 
attending in the district. She said they would assemble a team to 
give them the support they need.

Mlive.com reported that a student told them that their bus 
came upon the scene of the mother outside in a ditch cradling 
the boy in her arms. Supt. VanDuyn said she could not confirm 
what students on the bus may have seen. She said that counsel-
ing was also offered to the bus driver, whom she called a warm 
and caring person. 

Van Duyn was encouraged by the outpouring of concerned 
phone calls she received from parents in our community, the 
Kent Intermediate School District, other Superintendents, and 
counselors. She also had high praise for the Kent County Sheriff 
Department and Cedar Springs Fire Department. “It gives us 
confidence that we live in a community that takes care of us,” 
she said.

The Kent County Sheriff Department had not released any 
official info on the death to the Post as of press time Wednesday 
evening. However, MLive was reporting that the Sheriff De-
partment had confirmed to them that they were investigating the 
death as a suicide.

Grieves
...continued from front page 

very important to use structur-
al screws rather than nails to 
secure your deck ledger board 
to your home,” says David 
Finkenbinder, a branch engi-
neer with Simpson Strong-
Tie.

2. Build it right.
Like a house, a deck should 

be designed to support the 
weight it will need to car-
ry - think people and furni-
ture, as well as the forces of 
Mother Nature, such as wind 
and snow. A safe deck needs 
load-tested, structural connec-
tors and fasteners throughout 
the entire structure, spanning 
from the house to the posts in 
the ground. Your local coun-
ty building department or a 
licensed contractor are both 
great resources to check that 
your outdoor structures are up 
to code. If you’re a DIYer, you 
can also check out the DCA 
6 - Prescriptive Residential 
Deck Construction Guide.

3. Combat corrosion.
Decks - and the metal con-

nectors that keep them con-
nected and safe - are exposed 
to the elements. Over time, 
metal connectors, screws and 
nails can corrode and weak-
en the structure of your deck. 
When choosing connectors, 
take into account where you 
live, and how weather and 
the environment may affect 
your deck. In many cases, 
connectors with a zinc gal-
vanized coating and hot-dip 
galvanized fasteners provide 
adequate corrosion resistance. 
If you live along the coast 
or near bodies of water, it is 
recommended that you use 
stainless-steel connectors and 
fasteners.

4. Maintain for beauty 
and safety.

Just like other parts of your 
home, regular maintenance is 
needed. You should keep your 
deck clean from debris, and 

every deck should be cleaned 
once a year. If needed, you 
can apply a water-repellant 
sealant or stain.

“Wood is a natural choice 
for outdoor living projects - 
it’s easy to work with, afford-
able and its beauty can’t be 
copied,” said Wood, Natural-
ly’s Cees de Jager.  “What you 
might not know is that wood 
products are responsible for 
lower air and water pollution, 
and have a lighter carbon 
footprint than other common-
ly used decking materials.”

Remember, no two decks 
are exactly alike. If you are 
unsure about the safety of 
your deck, consult a profes-
sional who can help inspect 
your deck, provide sugges-
tions and let you know how 
much a project or repair 
should cost. Then, make sure 
to get out and enjoy your deck 
all summer long!
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look healthy. Poultry do not get sick like people do from the 
bacteria,” said Dr. James Averill, state veterinarian, Michigan 
Department of Agriculture and Rural Development. “This is 
why it’s so important for people handling baby chicks and 
poultry to practice good personal biosecurity such as hand-
washing because the bacteria may be present.”

Local health departments (LHDs) are playing a critical 
role in this outbreak investigation. Investigators from sev-
eral LHDs with salmonellosis cases have visited the feed 
and farm stores to collect environmental samples for testing 
in jurisdictions where ill residents purchased baby poultry. 
These environmental samples have been tested at the MDH-
HS Bureau of Laboratories and a number of samples are 
positive for Salmonella; some of which match the outbreak 
strain. Testing and a traceback investigation are still in pro-
cess. The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) 
has been notified.

People become infected with Salmonella when they handle 
young poultry or their cages and coops. Germs can be found 
on the hands, shoes, and clothing of those who handle the 
birds or work or play in areas where the birds live and roam. 
Young children are especially at risk for illness because their 
immune systems are still developing. 

Here are some important actions you and your family can 
take to protect yourselves from a Salmonella infection:

• Wash hands vigorously with soap and water immediate-
ly after touching poultry or anything in their environ-
ment, such as cages, coops, or bedding.

• Adults should supervise hand washing for young chil-
dren after they have held baby poultry or touched any-
thing in the bird’s environment.

• Live poultry should be kept in their own place outside 
the home.

• The CDC recommends children under the age of five, 
older adults, or people who are immune compromised 
should not handle or touch chicks, ducklings, or other 
live poultry.

 If you suspect that you or your child has a Salmonella in-
fection, contact your doctor or healthcare provider immedi-
ately.

Poultry
...continued from front page 
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