
by Lois Allen

Humans are moist. We 
hold a lot of water. The hu-
man body is over half water. 
We are always losing it by 
sweating, going number 1, 
when we cry and every time 
that we open our mouths. 
It’s wet in there. When the 
weather is below freez-
ing outside, we can see our 
breath freezing as it leaves 
our bodies into the air.  We 
are the perfect host for a vi-
rus to live and spread. Wear-
ing a mask is uncomfort-
able. It fogs up my glasses 
and makes me feel like I’m 
walking around with a mini 
sauna on my face. And sum-
mer isn’t even here yet. But 
I’m not doing it for me, I’m 
doing it for my neighbors.

Every religion promotes 
treating others with digni-
ty. In the Christian religion 
it’s one of the top rules giv-
en by God himself. Love 
thy neighbor. And that’s 
why I hope others will re-
spect this rule by wearing a 
mask, keeping the virus from 
spewing onto others and the 
things it lands on. Because 
your neighbor is my mother. 
She’s 89 and has congestive 

heart failure. I desperate-
ly don’t want to lose her as 
she breathes her last breath 
while she suffocates alone 
in a hospital bed with a tube 
down her throat. Every death 
is a mother, a sister, a grand-
mother, father, son or some-
one who is loved. Nobody 
wants a person they love to 
die like that.

Medical professionals are 
learning more about the vi-
rus every day. They have dis-
covered that many of us are 
positive and carrying the vi-
rus with NO SYMPTOMS. 
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Th ou sa n d s  m a r ch  on  Ca p i t o l  t o  p r o t e st  lo ck down

Thousands tried to get their voice heard in Lansing last week during Operation Gridlock. Photo by Molly Ellick.

Cars lined the streets in Lansing last week to protest the Gov-
ernor’s stay-at-home order.

By Judy Reed

Operation gridlock de-
scended on the Capitol in 
downtown Lansing last 
Wednesday, April 16, as 
thousands lined the city 
streets in their cars to pro-
test Gov. Whitmer’s stay-at-
home order and its extension 
to April 30. Many were there 
because they feel the order—
which bans travel between 
primary and secondary 
homes, boating in boats with 
motors, buying landscaping 
material from big box stores, 
etc.—goes too far.

Many people took issue 
with the protest, saying that 
people should’ve stayed 
home so as not to risk further 
spread of the virus. Photos 
show some people did exit 
their cars, but most stayed 
inside their vehicles to cause 
gridlock downtown.

While some democrat-
ic politicians in Lansing 
tweeted that the hospital was 
blocked by protesters and 
putting people’s lives at risk, 
according to the Lansing 
State Journal, officials de-
nied that claim.

The LSJ said that both the 

Lansing Fire Department 
and Sparrow Health Systems 
said they didn’t experience 
any major delays from the 
protest. 

Lansing Fire Department 
Assistant Chief Mike Tobin 
told LJS that while the am-
bulances were slowed down 
because of the congestion, 

crews told him it was no 
worse than a heavy day in 
rush hour.  

When an ambulance sped 
toward Sparrow with lights 

and sirens on, traffic got out 
of the way, Tobin said. In 
one photo that appeared to 
show an ambulance stuck in 

Why the hell 
am I wearing 
this face mask?

Autumn Schovey, of Cedar 
Springs, shows off her mask 
that her mom, Belinda Sand-
erson, made for her.  

Nursing home counts 10 deaths; 
reopens to patients
State implements strategies to help slow spread of virus in long term facilities

There have been 10 deaths at Metron of Cedar Springs due to COVID-19. 

Metron of Cedar Springs, 
now known as Mission Point, 
gave the Post an update this 
week on where they stand with 
COVID-19. The virus, which 
spread through one of the units 
in the home a few weeks ago, 
originally infected 31 residents 
and five staff members. Sever-
al residents later died.

“We have had a total of 34 
residents test positive,” said 
Paul Pruitt, Director of Oper-
ations. “The original 31 and 3 
that tested negative at the time 
and were later tested and found 
to be positive.  We have had 10 
deaths. The staff members that 
tested positive have recovered 
and are beginning to return 
to work.  Many of the recov-
ering residents are beginning 
PT (physical therapy) and OT 
(occupational therapy) and are 
still in isolation.  Covid-19 was 
contained to one section of the 
facility.

We have begun the admis-
sion process again and are now 
taking in new patients and res-
idents.”

This week the Michigan De-
partment of Health and Human 
services sent out a notice that 
they are rolling out a compre-
hensive strategy to combat the 
impact of COVID-19 in long-

term care settings and ensure 
residents and employees are 
protected.

This includes an Emergen-
cy Order issued by MDHHS 
Director Robert Gordon re-
garding transfers andreporting 
requirements.

The strategy includes the 
following actions:

1. Mandates enhanced re-
porting requirements for all 
long-term care settings.

2. Activates a COVID-19 
Infection Prevention Re-
source and Assessment Team 
(COVID iPRAT).

3. Establishes MDHHS-des-
ignated COVID-19 Regional 
Hubs.

Beginning April 21, MDH-
HS mandated all long-term-
care facilities (nursing homes, 
homes for the aged, adult fos-
ter care facilities and assisted 
living facilities) submit daily 
reports to MDHHS. Using the 
EMResource platform, facili-
ties are required to submit up-
to-date information regarding 
current capacity/bed availabil-
ity, personal protective equip-
ment inventory and the current 
number of COVID-19 cases 

and deaths within their facility.
“We know older Michigan-

ders and those with underlying 
health conditions are at higher 
risk for more severe complica-
tions from COVID-19,” said 
Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, chief 
medical executive and chief 
deputy for health. “Enhanced 
and timely reporting of cases 
in long term care facilities, as 
well as proactive training and 
technical assistance will help 
protect these vulnerable indi-
viduals.”

MDHHS has established a 
         METRON- continues on page 16



Giving table in Sand Lake 
outside of the Village offices.

Anyone can take a book from the Little Library outside Sand 
Lake Village offices.
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Sand Lake sets up giving table 
and little library

The Village of Sand Lake 
is reaching out to the com-
munity to make things a 
little stressful during the 
COVID-19 pandemic.

“Our first priority here in 
the Village of Sand Lake is 
to help our residents in as 
many small ways we can,” 
said Village President Tracy 
Quinlan. “One of the ways 
we are doing this is through 
a Giving Table and a Little 
Library.”

“Giving Tables are in-
spired out of the passion 
people feel to help each 
other. The Village of Sand 
Lake is passionate about 
helping others. Born out of 
this passion and caring, the 
Village of Sand Lake has 
established a Giving Table. 
The Giving Table is located 
outside the main doors of 
the Village offices. Anyone 
can come to the Giving Ta-
ble to either donate items or 
take items they need during 
this time,” she explained.

Quinlan said the idea of 
the Little Library was pre-
sented by a local 8-year-
old, Bentley Monroe, who 
recently visited an airport 
library while traveling with 
his family. “Bentley sent 
us a message with his idea 

along with his donation of 
some of his books,” she 
said. “Amazing!”  

The Little Library is set up 
just like an airport library: 
grab a book to go or leave 
a book for someone else. 
The books at Sand Lake’s 
Little Library are organized 
by age levels.  Everyone is 
encouraged to grab a book 
to read when they drop off 
or pick up items from the 
Giving Table.

Old library fines 
are forgiven

Prior to the pandemic, had old library fines kept you from 
taking out any new books? In celebration of National Li-
brary Week, fines for everyone from 2003 through 2013 are 
forgiven. 

This occurred for the Cedar Springs Public Library, Kent 
District Libraries and all of the libraries that are part of the 
Lakeland Library Cooperative in eight counties in West 
Michigan. 

Over the eight counties, $1,823,683 were forgiven. 
“That’s good news!” said Cedar Springs Public Library 

Director Donna Clark. “We all look forward to being able 
to celebrate with open doors, we hope very soon.”

School honors spring 
sports seniors

Cedar Springs Public Schools is honoring their Spring Sports 
Seniors virtually, with a new athlete each day the rest of the 
year. They will be listed on the www.csredhawks.org webpage, 
under the athletics link highschool.csredhawks.org/Athlet-
ics/ (or the direct link highschool.csredhawks.org/Athletics/SE-
NIORS-2020/index.html). You can also follow the daily Senior 
recognition on Facebook by following Cedar Springs Athletic 
Boosters on Facebook or @cedar_athletics on Twitter.

They will also be recognized in the fall during the Oct. 9 
homecoming football game.

This makes our defeat of it a whole new ball game. And we 
don’t really know what inning we are in. We just have to as-
sume everyone has it.

Until there is a cure or a vaccine, which is projected to be a 
least a year away, it will be here. Many officials are pinning 
their hopes to get this virus under control with ample testing. 
Testing, testing, testing. There are over 300 million people 
living in the country. You need three tests for every person 
who test positive before they are safe to return to public life. 
One positive and then two negative tests twenty-four hours 
apart. That’s 900 million tests. If you don’t test positive on 
Monday, will you be infected on Friday? How many tests will 
we actually need? We’ve only tested about 1 percent of our 
population so far. Testing is chasing the virus as it surges full 
speed ahead. It’s kind of like a cow chasing a cougar. My 
money isn’t on the cow.

The only way we can eliminate Covid 19 is to stop the 
spread. The only way to stop the spread and return to normal 
is up to us, not the doctors and nurses. They can only help us 
survive if we get it. They are frightened and exhausted, but 
willing to risk death to save us. Think of them. They are our 
neighbors, too.

It is all up to us. A chain is only as strong as its weakest link. 
We all need to be on the same page. Wear your mask, keep 
your distance and wash your hands—a lot. It’s what a hero 
would do. We are stronger together. Now is your chance. Be 
a hero, save a life. Help us all get back on our feet. Only we 
can stop the spread—by staying apart.



LANSING, MICH. As 
part of efforts to continue 
expanding COVID-19 test-
ing and contact tracing of 
potentially exposed Mich-
iganders, the Michigan 
Department of Health and 
Human Services (MDHHS) 
again expanded its testing 
criteria to include all essen-
tial workers still reporting 
to work in person, whether 
they have symptoms or not, 
and launched a large-scale 
effort with more than 2,000 
volunteers to expand con-
tact tracing capacity.

“Contact tracing is an 
essential public health tool 
and will help determine 
and limit the spread of 
COVID-19 in our state,” 
said Dr. Joneigh Khaldun, 
chief medical executive 
and chief deputy for health. 
“This effort is also giving 
Michiganders an important 
way to contribute to crisis 
response and we appreci-
ate their willingness to step 
up for their communities, 
pitching in selflessly for 
work that will help us all.”

Contact tracing is a prov-
en public health strategy that 
involves identifying those 

affected by COVID-19 and 
interviewing friends, fam-
ilies and others near that 
person about their contacts 
and symptoms. 

While Gov. Whitmer’s 
administration initially con-
tracted with Great Lakes 
Community Engagement 
and Every Action VAN for 
the project, she quickly can-
celed the no-bid contracts 
after being criticized for hir-
ing the democrat-connected 
firms to collect health data 
on state residents and mon-
itor sensitive medical infor-
mation. The administration 
is expected to hire different 
vendors for the project.

More than 2,200 vol-
unteers have completed 
MDHHS’ contact tracing 
training and are ready to be-
gin aiding local health de-
partments. This workforce 
will increase the speed and 
thoroughness of contact 
tracing statewide. These 
volunteers are in addition 
to more than 130 MDHHS 
staff who have been assist-
ing local health departments 
with case investigation over 
the past couple weeks and 

Businesses agree to stop selling 
fake ‘Coronavirus Defender’ 
patch
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MDHHS launches 
large-scale volunteer 
contact tracing effort
Expands testing criteria to include 
any worker still reporting in personFollowing an agreement with Michigan 

Attorney General Dana Nessel’s office, 
two related Rockford-area businesses have 
agreed to stop marketing and selling phony 
products they claimed would help protect 
people from the coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19).

Frequency Apps Corp. and Biores Tech-
nologies Inc., owned by Adam Petty, and 
located on Edgerton and 14 Mile Rd, 
signed an assurance of voluntary compli-
ance (AVC) document and agreed not to 
market or sell the “Coronavirus Defender” 
patch. The AVC is a tool provided for in 
the Michigan Consumer Protection Act 
(MCPA) and allows disputes to be settled without litigation. The 
agreement was filed last week in Ingham County Circuit Court.

The companies contended they never sold any of the patches; 
however, they are required under the agreement to pay the State 
$1,000 for its enforcement efforts by May 1, as well as $1,000 
for any consumer who produces proof by Dec. 31 that they pur-
chased one of the patches – with half of that money going to the 
consumer and the other half to the State.

Under the agreement, the companies will cease and desist in 
engaging in any unfair and deceptive business practices, includ-
ing offering for sale any product purportedly for the prevention 
or treatment of COVID-19.

“Deceitful business practices in any environment are unac-
ceptable, but they carry a heavier stench of impropriety during 
a public health emergency like what Michigan is experiencing 
now,” Nessel said. “I’m proud of the work my Corporate Over-
sight Division has accomplished in bringing this matter to a close 
and stopping another bad actor from profiting on the fears of 
hardworking Michiganders.”

Following up on a consumer complaint, the Attorney Gener-
al’s office in late March sent a cease and desist letter to Frequen-
cy Apps Corp. and Biores Technologies Inc.

The businesses were marketing the Coronavirus Defend-

er patch through emails and claimed the 
patch could “help aid the immune system 
to defend itself against exposure to the vi-
rus,” and “help lessen the effect of the vi-
rus if you already have” it.

The patch was priced at $49.99, but the 
companies stated that consumers could 
receive a 30-day supply of the patch for 
free when buying a 45-day supply of any 
patches the companies sell.

The companies were likely in violation 
of the MCPA because they were:

• Representing that goods or services 
have sponsorship, approval, characteris-
tics, ingredients, uses, benefits or quantities 
that they do not have, or that a person has 
sponsorship, approval, status, affiliation or 
connection that he or she does not have.

• Failing to reveal a material fact, the omission of which tends 
to mislead or deceive the consumer, and which fact could not 
reasonably be known by the consumer.

• Causing coercion and duress as the result of the time and 
nature of a sales presentation.

• Making a representation of fact or statement of fact material 
to the transaction such that a person reasonably believes the rep-
resented or suggested state of affairs to be other than it actually is.

Price-gouging is also a violation of the MCPA. During the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the Attorney General’s office had re-
ceived 3,582 price-gouging complaints as last week.

Moreover, Gov. Gretchen Whitmer issued an executive order 
on price-gouging which states a person must not offer for sale or 
sell any product in this state at a price that is more than 20 percent 
higher than what the person offered or charged for that product 
as of March 9, 2020, unless the person demonstrates that the 
price increase is attributable to an increase in the cost of bringing 
the product to market or to an extraordinary discount in effect as 
of March 9, 2020.

Consumers can file a complaint online or by calling the Con-
sumer Protection tip line, 877-765-8388. Hours of operation are 
between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday through Friday.



Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward
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  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
 Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

Worship: Sunday 10:00 am 
Nursery & Children’s Church during message

*Youth - resumes this Fall
*Kidzone - resumes this Fall *Monday - Open Prayer 7:00 pm

SERVICE TIME: 10 am Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Pastor Bill Dixon
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories
Church ConnectionChurch Connection

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sunday School  9:45am 
Sunday Morning Worship   11:00am 
Awana & Youth Sunday Evening (Sept. - April)  5:30pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 10:00am

233 S. Main Street | 616.696.1630 
 www.csfbc.com

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

DirectoryDirectory

Do you know that Saturday is the Sabbath?
To learn more about 
the Sabbath and the 
truth of the bible visit

The Church of God
Fellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209 www.cogfgomi.org

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Bill Johnson
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

From the PulpitFrom the Pulpit

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

Time is more 
valuable 

than money 
because time is 
irreplaceable.

Redeeming the time, 
because the days are evil.

Ephesians 5:16
From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement 

• Anniversary • In Memory  • Thank you
• Congratulations

**

Publish Your

in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit 
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.

Pastor Tom Schmidt, interim pastor
SOLON CENTER WESLEYAN CHURCH

WE HAVE THIS CONFIDENCE: 
GOD WALKS WITH US

RICHARD DENNIS 
ROGALEWSKI

April 2, 1987 – February 21, 2020

Richard Dennis “RD” Rogalewski, age 32, 
passed away unexpectedly on February 
21, 2020 in a truck accident in Dallas, 
TX. He is survived by his wife, Ashley 
Groom-Rogalewski and his son Kaiden 
Joshwa Rogalewski, age 7; dearest son 
of Dennis and Mary Anne Rogalewski; 
a brother, Dennis and his children and 
grandchildren; his sisters, Colette and 
husband Paul Anderson and children, and 
Rita Rogalewski-Richards and wife Kim 
Richards; survived by several aunts, uncles 
and cousins. He is also survived by his 
mother and father in-law, Donald G. Groom 
and Centhia G. Fleming and brothers-in-law, 
Johnathan Groom and family, and Dustin 
Groom. He was predeceased by his mother, 
Deborah Phyllis Rogalewski in Pipe Creek, 
TX (3-2-1990); his grandparents, John and 
Charlotte Rogalewski of Cedar Springs, MI, 
and Richard and Margaret Grimes of Sand 
Lake MI.  Richard owned and operated his 
own business, A1 Pro-Install, at his time 
of death. He earned the First Place title in 
American Junior Golf championship of 
Texas at the age of 12. He also achieved 
academic success in his education career. 
He received a degree as Valedictorian 
(2010) in Audio Engineering from Media 
Tech Institute in Houston, TX. He was a 
happy-go-lucky, family-oriented guy. He 
enjoyed being down at the coast with his 
parents and spending quality time with his 
wife and son. You rarely saw him without 
a smile on his face, and if you didn’t have 
one, he would try his hardest to turn it upside 
down. He was a man of God. A loving son, 
father, husband and also a friend to the ones 
closest to him. He is greatly missed and will 
never be forgotten! We love you! Richard 
has been cremated and services are pending 
in Austin, TX, where he and his family 
resided.

ObituaryObituary

The days following Jesus death 
and crucifixion were peculiar. As 
followers of Jesus, they had seen 
miracles take place. The lame 
walked, blind given sight, lepers 
made whole and Lazarus raised 
from the dead. But now, they were 
trying to discover a new normal. 
What would the future hold?

Those are our questions today! 
What will the future hold? What 
will be the new normal?

Luke 24 shares a confidence in 
knowing that Jesus will walk with 
us in life.

We have this confidence to talk 
about exciting events. Luke 24:13-
16 states: “Now that same day two 
of them were going to a village 
called Emmaus, about seven miles 
from Jerusalem. They were talking 
with each other about everything 
that had happened. As they talked 
and discussed these things with 
each other, Jesus himself came up 
and walked along with them; but 
they were kept from recognizing 
him.”

At this time, the talk was all about 
Jesus and the events that surround-
ed his death and resurrection.

Today, a lot of talk is going on in 
the public square. Opinions shared. 
What is right and what is wrong.

Usually in the spring, people 
would have loved to claim a NCAA 
Basketball Championship for their 
team. Who would wear the green 
jacket at the Master’s Golf Champi-
onship? Or maybe just to talk about 
what vegetables or flowers need to 
be planted.

We have this confidence that God 
is aware even when we are not. 

Luke 24:17-19 says, “He asked 
them, ‘What are you discussing 
together as you walk along?’ They 
stood still, their faces downcast. 
One of them, named Cleopas, asked 
him, ‘Are you the only one visiting 
Jerusalem who does not know the 
things that have happened there 
in these days?’ ‘What things?’ he 
asked.”

God is a God who knows all 
things. Life brings questions. In 
the unknown greater faith can take 
root. Hope can fill our being. God 
knows! The God of Creation knows 
how to give hope in the day that we 
live in.

I can’t imagine having to endure 
the “stay home, stay safe” man-
dates without other family mem-
bers. Some people are very lonely 
today. Consider ways to connect 
with people who might be deeply 
lonely. Reach out to the lonely so 
that they can have a confidence in 
God who is aware of their needs.

We have this confidence of assur-
ance when our eyes are truly open 
to God’s Message. Luke 24:31-32 
says, “Then their eyes were opened 
and they recognized him, and he 
disappeared from their sight. They 
asked each other, ‘Were not our 
hearts burning within us while 
he talked with us on the road and 
opened the Scriptures to us?’”

God opens our eyes to know him 
personally. We do not know the fu-
ture, but we can have confidence 
that God is with us in the tomor-
rows because He walks with us 
today. He desires to walk and talk 
with us for all of life ahead.

Pastor Tom Schmidt, interim pastor
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GARY G. BROOKS
Gary G. Brooks age 
80 of Cedar Springs 
died Friday, April 
17, 2020 at home 
surrounded by his 
family. Gary was 
born September 16, 
1939 in Big Rapids, 
MI the son of 
Gordon and Lorraine 
(Ranshaw) Brooks. 
Gary worked at Wolverine World Wide 
for over 40 years. He enjoyed carving and 
working with wood. He loved the outdoors 
and especially loved his family. He is 
survived by his loving wife Sandy whom he 
married on June 11, 1960; children, Richard 
(Carolyn) Brooks, Russell (Dawn) Brooks, 
Robert (Julie) Brooks, Stacey (Brien) 
Velting; brother, Ronald (Karen) Brooks; 
sister, Connie Brooks (Bob Petrimoulx); 
grandchildren, Stephanie (Andrew) 
Passage, Ashleigh (Aaron) Wilcome, 
Nicole (Pat) Krouse, Jessica (Jon) Cole, 
Eric (Jessica) Brooks, Aleshia Coffey, 
Spencer Brooks, Levi (Emilie) Velting, 
Aaron Brooks, Bryar Velting; 16 great-
grandchildren; honorary family, Phil Meitz 
and Jordan Smith. The family held a private 
burial. A public service will be held at a later 
date. Memorial contributions may be made 
to Cedar Springs Fire Department, 31 W. 
Maple St., Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or to 
Parkinson’s Association of West Michigan, 
260 Jefferson SE #210 Grand Rapids, MI 
49503. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

BEATRICE A. KELLEY
Beatrice A. Kelley 
age 96 passed away 
at her home on 
Sunday, April 19, 
2020. She was born 
in Tyrone Township 
on April 23, 1923 
to Clinton and 
Flossie Middleton. 
She was employed 
for many years at 
Wolverine World Wide on the Assembly 
Line. She is survived by her sons, Gordon 
and Evelyn VeltKamp, Clyde Kelley; many 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren. 
Private burial services have been held and 
a memorial service will be held at a later 
date. Those who wish may make memorial 
contributions to assist the family with 
expenses. 

Funeral services by Hessel-Cheslek 
Funeral Home, Sparta.

ARLENE H. MYERS
Arlene H. Myers 
age 92 passed 
away peacefully on 
Wednesday, April 8, 
2020 with her family 
at her side. She 
was born in Grand 
Rapids, MI to Carlton 
and Ruby Hyrns on 
June 14, 1927. She 
married James Myers 
on December 22, 1945 with whom she had 
5 children. She worked as a door assembler 
at the 36th Street Plant of General Motors. 
She was preceded in death by her husband, 
Jim; grandson, Jeffrey; granddaughter, 
Tina; great-granddaughter, Jolene. She is 
survived by her children, Dale and Sharon 
Myers, Carla and Gordon Ripka, Alan and 
Marianne Myers, Kim and Jodie Myers, 
Dennis Myers; special cousin, John Myers; 
14 grandchildren; 29 great-grandchildren; 
36 great-great-grandchildren; 1 brother; 2 
sisters; several nieces and nephews. The 
family would like to thank Doris and Linda 
for their love and care given to Arlene as well 
as the staff of Medical Team Hospice for all 
of their love and attention. Private graveside 
services have been held. Friends may make 
memorial contributions in Arlene’s memory 
to The American Cancer Society, 129 
Jefferson Ave. S.E. Grand Rapids, MI 49503. 
Services by Hessel-Cheslek Funeral Home, 

Sparta

LEON A. POWELL
Leon A. Powell age 
81 of Cedar Springs, 
died Monday, 
April 20, 2020 in 
Zephyrhills Florida. 
Leon was born 
June 22, 1938 in 
Rockford, MI the son 
of Wendell and Alma 
(Nickolai) Powell. 
He was one of ten 
children and third oldest. Leon graduated 
from Rockford High School in 1956 where 
he loved participating in football, basketball 
and baseball. He was even scouted and tried 
out for the Detroit Tigers. Leon worked at 
Michigan Bell (AT&T) for 35 years. Leon’s 
true passion in life was farming his 100 acre 
farm with his loving wife. Some of the other 
things he enjoyed were spending time with 
his family, going dancing with Marilyn, 
attending his family’s events, traveling and 
playing cards with his friends. Leon was an 
avid Michigan State and Detroit Tiger fan. 
He was preceded in death by his parents, 
Wendell and Alma; his brothers, Richard, Ed 
and Lyle; his sisters, Joyce and Beth. Leon 
is survived by his loving wife of 62 years 
Marilyn (Heiss); children, Mark (Marcia) 
Powell, Lori (Dan) Dunham, Jeffery (Janet) 
Powell, Terese (Eric) Hessler, Michelle 
(Pelle) Kvalsund; 13 grandchildren; 17 
great grandchildren and many nieces and 
nephews. The family will hold a private 
burial in Solon Township Cemetery, Cedar 
Springs. A memorial will be held at a later 
date. In memory of Leon, please consider 
memorial contributions to Gulfside Hospice 
Care Service, 2061 Collier Blvd., Land O’ 
Lakes, FL 34639.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

ObituaryObituary
BRAD FAY 
WOODARD

On Tuesday, April 
21, 2020, Brad Fay 
Woodard’s battle 
with ALS came to 
an end. He went 
home to be with his 
Lord and Savior, 
father Brent, and 
beloved sister Keri 
Ann. Brad was born 
on February 8, 1963 
in Grant, MI the middle son of Brent and 
Virginia (Jones) Woodard of Sand Lake. He 
was a loving brother to Harvey Sr. (Robin), 
Bruce (Tammy), Jeri Graham (Dennis Sr.), 
Keri, and George (Hydie). He married his 
childhood sweetheart Terry (Powell) in 
1982 and they celebrated their 38th wedding 
anniversary in February. He was the proud 
father of Nicole, Brent (Heidi), Ashley 
Decker (Cameron), Jason, and James. 
He was the proud uncle of many nieces, 
nephews and great nieces and nephews 
whom he loved like his own children. His 
greatest joy came from his three beautiful 
granddaughters Natalie Grace (Brent), 
Emma Elizabeth (Brent), and Reagan 
Marie (Ashley). Brad was a hardworking 
businessman and entrepreneur. He and his 
wife owned small businesses in their local 
community of Ensley Center. He was an 
avid sportsman and spent as much time as he 
could in the woods. His true passion in life 
was hunting. He shared this passion with his 
entire family, especially his wife and kids. 
He took advantage of every opportunity to 
take others hunting and introduce them to 
the sport. He was known most for his strong 
work ethic, love of his family, playful wit, 
and generosity. In lieu of flowers the family 
asks that you consider a donation to the 
ALS Association or the ALS Foundation. A 
memorial service will be scheduled for later 
this summer. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs.

ObituaryObituary

Thank YouThank You

Thank YouThank You
From the Bruce Cooper family, we thank 
you for your sympathy and kindness at 
Bruce’s passing.

Lucille Middleton would like to thank 
everyone for the birthday cards and kind 
words she received for her 95th birthday. 
A reminder to not forget your loved ones 
during such a difficult time. Tough times 
never last, but tough people do.
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The top 10 states that are slowed down the most (in order) include: 
1 H a w a i i 9 1 .9 8
2 N e w  Yo r k 7 7 .2 8
3 N e w  J e r s e y 7 5 .5 8
4 V e rm o n t 7 1 .3 1
5 N e v a d a 7 0 .2 1
6 F lo r id a 6 9 .7 7
7 C a l i f o r n ia 6 8 .4 1
8 M o n t a n a 6 3 .0 1
9 M ic h ig a n 6 2 .6 7
1 0 M a s s a c h u s e t t s 6 1 .4 4

For the full report, please visit: https://wallethub.com/edu/states-slowing-down-the-most-
during-the-covid-19-pandemic/73432/
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formerly ACTION TAX SERVICE

WE ARE STILL AVAILABLE 
TO DO YOUR TAX RETURN!

Don’t miss out on receiving your   
Economic Impact Check
for not filing your taxes!

Tax information can be dropped
off 24/7 to our office drop box or
 sent by mail, fax or web portal.

For more information, contact us 
Mon - Th, 8:30 am to 12:30 pm

P:  616-866-4704  | 10271 Northland Dr NE
F:  616-951-7070  |  Rockford, MI 49341
Email: RKD@integritytaxgroup.com

Keep up to date on all the changes 
for this tax year by visiting our website 

www.integritytaxgroup.com

Questions about Economic 
Impact Payments

Michigan one of top 10 
most slowed down states

Wallet Hub did a study to find out which 
states are the most slowed down due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, and Michigan landed 
at number 9 overall. It did, however, make 
the top five in several categories.

 The coronavirus pandemic has replaced 
the hustle and bustle of everyday life with 
social distancing. Americans are discour-
aged, or even legally prevented, from going 
out except for essential errands or work. 
Some industries have naturally suffered 
from this more than others – retail and rec-
reation visits are down 45 percent from their 
normal rates, while transit stations have 
seen a decrease of 49 percent, for example. 
However, the drop-off in people leaving 
their homes has been less pronounced in 
some states than others.

WalletHub used Google data to compare 
the 50 states across six key metrics. Each 
metric measures the percentage point in-
crease or decrease in visits to various types 
of places due to coronavirus. The categories 
are retail & recreation, grocery & pharma-
cy, parks, transit stations, workplaces and 
homes. Below, you can see highlights about 
Michigan from the report.
Slowdown Due to COVID-19 
in Michigan 
(1=Most Slowed, 25=Avg.):
3rd – Retail & Recreation Mobility Changes
5th – Grocery & Pharmacy Mobility Changes
16th – Transit Stations Mobility Changes
5th – Workplaces Mobility Changes
5th – Residential Mobility Changes

The IRS is issuing Economic Impact 
Payments [ https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/
economic-impact-payments-what-you-
need-to-know ]. These payments are being 
issued automatically for most individuals. 
However, some people who don’t usually 
file a tax return will need to submit basic 
information to the IRS to receive their pay-
ment.

Questions? The IRS is regularly updating 
the Economic Impact Payment  [ https://
www.irs.gov/coronavirus/economic-im-
pact-payment-information-center ]and the 
Get My Payment tool [ https://www.irs.gov/
coronavirus/get-my-payment-frequently-
asked-questions ] frequently asked ques-
tions pages on IRS.gov as more informa-
tion becomes available. Here are answers to 
some of the most common questions.
How are payments calculated 
and where will they be sent?

If taxpayers have already filed their 2019 
tax return and requested direct deposit of 
their refund, the IRS will use this informa-
tion to calculate and send their payment. 
Those who didn’t provide 2019 direct de-
posit information or owed tax, can use the 
Get My Payment tool to provide account in-
formation or a payment will be mailed. For 
those who haven’t filed their 2019 return, 
the IRS will use their 2018 tax return to cal-
culate the payment.

Payments will also be automatic for those 
who receive Social Security, railroad retire-
ment or Social Security Disability Insur-
ance (SSDI and SSI) and veterans benefits 
who don’t normally file a tax return.

However, to add the $500 per eligible 
child amount to these payments, the IRS 
needs the dependent information before 
the payments are issued. Otherwise, their 
payment at this time will be $1,200 and, by 
law, the additional $500 per eligible child 
amount would be paid in association with a 
return filing for tax year 2020.
What if the IRS doesnt have 
the taxpayers direct deposit 
information? 

If the IRS has not processed the taxpay-
ers payment, the taxpayer may be able to 
use the “Get My Payment”  [ https://www.

irs.gov/coronavirus/get-my-payment ]tool 
to provide their banking information to the 
agency so their payments can be directly 
deposited. If no banking information is pro-
vided, IRS will mail a check to the taxpay-
ers address on record. The direct debit ac-
count information used to make payments 
to the IRS cannot be used as the account 
information for the direct deposit of your 
payment.
Can taxpayers who arent 
required to file a tax return 
receive a payment?

Yes. People who dont normally file can 
use “Non-Filers: Enter Payment Info  [ 
https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/non-filers-
enter-payment-info-here ]”tool to give IRS 
basic information to get their Economic Im-
pact Payments. This includes low-income 
or no income taxpayers.
Can taxpayers who haven’t 
filed a tax return for 2018 or 
2019 still receive a payment? 

Yes. Anyone who is required to file a tax 
return and has not filed a tax return for 2018 
or 2019 should file their 2019 return do so 
as soon as possible to receive a payment. 
They should include direct deposit banking 
information on their return.
I received an additional $500 
in 2020 for my qualifying child. 
However, he just turned 17. 
Will I have to pay back the 
$500 next year when I file my 
2020 tax return?

No, there is no provision in the law re-
quiring repayment of an Economic Impact 
Payment 

[ https://www.irs.gov/coronavirus/eco-
nomic-impact-payment-information-center 
]. When you file next year, you can claim 
additional credits on your 2020 tax return 
if you are able to eligible for them, for ex-
ample if your child is born in 2020. But 
you wont be required to repay any Payment 
when filing your 2020 tax return even if 
your qualifying child turns 17 in 2020 or 
your adjusted gross income increases in 
2020 above the thresholds listed above.

When the motor stops Doner, a Detroit-based ad agen-
cy, released a powerful coronavi-
rus video message. It pays hom-
age to Detroit, one of the hardest 
hit cities by the COVID-19 virus, 
and serves as a PSA asking resi-
dents to stay inside so that health-
care workers can take care of the 
sick. It features black-and-white 
footage of the city with its empty 
streets, silent theaters and lonely 
shops. And there is not a person 
in sight.

“It feels unnatural to not be in 
motion. For the city built on four 
wheels to stand still. But these va-
cant streets, empty stadiums, are 
not signs of our retreat, but of our 
resolve. This is not us sitting out 
the fight. This is us winning it. Our 
fist doesn’t need to move to strike.

If he were alive today, even 
Henry himself would have put it 
in park. So take this isolation as 
a sign of our togetherness as we 
take care of ourselves and the 
ones close. Because although it’s 
time for America’s motors to stop, 
we’re coming back with all eight 
cylinders.

Because here, we don’t stop in 
the name of fear. Here we stop in 
the name of love.

Stay safe Detroit.”
See the video on their facebook account at 

https://www.facebook.com/watch/?v=663750571065958. 



Advertising groups: Whitmer’s 
advertising ban poses ‘no 
benefit for public health’
By Scott McClallen | The Center Square Apr 16, 2020

(The Center Square) – A day 
after thousands of protestors 
gridlocked Lansing over Gov. 
Gretchen Whitmer’s Executive 
Order 2020-42, another group is 
asking her to rescind part of the 
same order.

Five of the largest advertising 
trade industry associations in the 
United States say Whitmer’s or-
der that bans some advertising 
violates free speech.

Those industries are The 
American Association of Adver-
tising Agencies, American Ad-
vertising Federation, Association 
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Immediate positions in Cedar 
Springs, Kent City & Sparta

      $17.20 per hour to start. Full benefits 
   package and flexible scheduling available.

                               No prior professional driving experience        
                          required - PAID CDL TRAINING PROVIDED!
                      Excellent driving history is required. Must pass     
                 background check, physical exam and drug screening.
        Apply at www.deantrans.com/jobs or in person 
 Mon-Fri at one of the following Dean locations:

210 E Muskegon St.
Cedar Springs 49319

351 N Main St. 
Kent City 49330

429 S Union St. 
Sparta 49345

NOW HIRING AND TRAINING SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

Apply Today

Automation Operator
General Machine Operator

Team Lead
Pres Brake Operator

Powder Coater
Laser Operator

WWelder
Robot Operator

MUCC suit requests immediate injunction against 
criminalization of motorized boating
from the Michigan United Conservation Clubs

Michigan United Conser-
vation Clubs (MUCC) filed 
a complaint in United States 
District Court for the West-
ern District of Michigan 
on Sunday challenging the 
criminal prohibition against 
motorboat use recently an-
nounced by Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer.

The complaint alleges 
Whitmer and Department 
of Natural Resources Di-
rector Daniel Eichinger’s 
application of EO 2020-
42 to prohibit motorboat 
use is unconstitutional.   
The order itself was enact-
ed on April 9 by Whitmer 
and expressly allows “out-
door physical activity,” in-
cluding activities similar to 
kayaking and canoeing. The 
order makes no mention of 
prohibiting the outdoor ac-
tivity of boating. However, 
in response to “Frequently 
Asked Questions,” the Gov-
ernor and DNR have opined 
that motorboat use is not an 
allowed form of “outdoor 
physical activity.”

In fact, the governor and 
DNR have taken the po-
sition that all motorboat 
use anywhere in the state, 
regardless of waterbody, 

number of boaters or ad-
herence to social distancing 
protocols, is criminal. Law 
enforcement is now enforc-
ing the FAQs, including is-
suing criminal charges.  

On April 16, after an 
overwhelming amount of 
member communications, 
the MUCC Executive 
Board voted to pursue legal 
action in the matter. Aaron 
Phelps, a partner with Var-
num LLP in Grand Rapids, 
was retained.

“Decisions by the MUCC 
Executive Board and staff 
did not come easy and were 
not taken lightly. Count-
less hours of deliberations, 
sleepless nights, a member 
survey and consultations 
played a role in this deci-
sion,” said MUCC Execu-
tive Director Amy Trotter. 
“MUCC members, our 
friends and our families 
have been greatly impacted 
by this virus, and we mourn 
the losses to our great state.”

The complaint is request-
ing an immediate injunction 
of the blanket prohibition 
on motorized boating.

“Michigan anglers and 
recreational boaters have a 
constitutional right to clear 

and unambiguous rules, 
especially when violation 
of those rules can be crimi-
nally charged,” Phelps said. 
“Citizens cannot be subject 
to criminal penalties based 
on arbitrary interpretations 
of a unilateral order or, 
worse, vague responses to 
so-called frequently asked 
questions.”

Trotter said there have 
been attempts to label this 
as a partisan effort.

“This litigation would 
not be brought forward if 
it did not include a sound 
policy argument,” Trotter 
said. “Attempts to cast this 
as emotionally- or political-
ly-driven are baseless.”

Whitmer’s office and the 
DNR have leaned heavily 
on the argument that motor-
boats require gasoline and 
further risk the spread of 
novel coronavirus. Howev-
er, electric motors are also 
banned, and gas-powered, 
off-road recreational ve-
hicles are still allowed on 
trails across the state. Kay-
akers and canoers, in many 
cases, also need gasoline to 
haul their crafts to a body of 
water and utilize the same 

Michigan Gov. Gretchen Whitmer extended her stay-at-
home order last week, and enacted stricter rules on travel, 
what goods people can buy, and what goods businesses 
are allowed to sell and advertise.

The above graphic shows the regional economic impact determined by number of individual 
hunting and fishing licenses purchased in each region.

      MUCC SUIT- continues on page 9

              ADVERTISING- continues on page 8



Monday was “420” (April, 
20) for those who recog-
nize the date as the national 
holiday for cannabis cul-
ture. Trupanion, the leader in 
medical insurance for pets, 
looked at its database of more 
than 500,000 cats & dogs to 
find out how marijuana is 
impacting our furry friends. 
Here are 5 things you need to 
know, along with some advice 
from Trupanion’s staff veteri-
narian, Dr. Caroline Wilde.
1) THC is toxic for 
pets

With relaxed laws around 
marijuana in many states, hu-
mans may be less concerned 
with leaving it out. Unfortunately, this means pets are getting 
into their owners’ stashes and the results can be harmful.

•  Trupanion sees over five-times the amount of claims that 
involve cannabis ingestion than that of alcohol. 

•  THC can cause balance problems, irregular heartbeat, in-
continence, or worse.

•  Even inhalation through second-hand smoke can be very 
dangerous to your pet.

2) Pot brownies and other edibles spell 
double trouble for your pet

Edibles may be a favorite way to get high for some humans, 
but make sure to keep those infused confections away from 
your pet.

•  Trupanion has found that in the past, nearly 10% of mari-
juana toxicity claims are paired with chocolate toxicity.

•  On their own, substances such as chocolate, butter and oil 
can be harmful to pets and, when combined with marijua-
na, the results are far worse and could potentially cause 
vomiting, diarrhea, or pancreatitis.

“Edible forms of marijuana ‘double down’ on the toxicity, as 
the oil or plant is generally combined with something else that 
can be toxic to the pet,” noted Caroline Wilde, staff veterinar-
ian at Trupanion. “For example, a pot brownie contains THC, 
which while toxic, is generally less potentially harmful than 
the chocolate it is combined with. Depending on the amount 
and type consumed, chocolate can cause heart rhythm dis-
turbances and seizures, and can even be fatal at high enough 
doses.”
3) Treating pets with marijuana toxicity 
can be expensive

•  The average cost to treat marijuana toxicity is around 
$500, but in some severe cases treatment can run thou-
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Spectrum Health 
uses plasma 
therapy to treat 
covid-19 patients
Antibodies in blood of fully recovered 
patients may aid in recovery of others

Spectrum Health, in collaboration with Versiti Blood 
Centers, has begun treating COVID-19 patients with blood 
plasma from patients who have recovered from the disease, 
providing an additional treatment option to the most severely 
affected COVID-19 patients.

Historically, hospitals have used the treatment, known as 
“convalescent plasma therapy,” when a new disease spreads 
rapidly and no other treatments or vaccines are available. 
Spectrum Health has treated three patients with the therapy 
as of today. 

To be considered as donors, patients who have had test-con-
firmed COVID-19 must be symptom free for at least 14-days.  
They can then be scheduled for a second nasal swab test to 
verify that they are free of the COVID-19 virus.  If patients 
have been symptom free for greater than 27 days, no nasal 
swab is needed.  Then, a donation of blood plasma from this 
patient can be used to treat other patients with COVID-19.

Patients who are interested in donating plasma and had a 
positive COVID-19 test from Spectrum Health do not need 
to take any action.  They will be contacted by the Spectrum 
Health research team to discuss potential eligibility.  Inter-
ested patients who had a positive COVID-19 test from a 
health system other than Spectrum Health should contact the 
research department at: covid19research@spectrumhealth.
org .

Patients who have not had a formal COVID-19 positive 
test are not eligible to donate plasma at this time, but re-
searchers are working to potentially achieve this.  

“At a time where a treatment for COVID-19 is on the fore-
front of our minds, Spectrum Health is excited to introduce 
convalescent plasma therapy to our patients,” said Gordana 
Simeunovic, MD. “The possibilities presented by this new 
treatment are encouraging – it is affordable, easy to adminis-
ter and rarely has side effects.”

Spectrum Health is part of the National Convalescent 
Plasma Project for COVID-19 patients, which includes phy-
sician-scientists, universities and hospitals throughout the 
nation studying the use of convalescent plasma therapy on 
COVID-19 patients. Spectrum Health has partnered locally 
with Michigan State University to further this cause.  

For more information on donating convalescent plasma, 
see the Convalescent Plasma Donation tab on this web 
page: https://www.spectrumhealth.org/covid19/giving-   
opportunities

sands of dollars.
•  To date, Trupanion has paid out over $310,000 in claims
•  Over the past five years Trupanion has processed nearly 

1,000 claims related to marijuana ingestion
4) How prevalent is weed-related illness 
in pets?

•  It varies from state to state and province to province.
•  In the U.S. we see the highest frequency of marijuana tox-

icity claims in Oregon, California, Washington, Nevada 
and Massachusetts (in that order).

•  In Canada we see the highest frequency of marijuana tox-
icity claims in British Columbia, Alberta and Ontario (in 
that order). 

5) What Should you do if you suspect 
your dog has ingested marijuana?

“If you suspect your dog has ingested marijuana, you should 
seek veterinary advice immediately, so that they can determine 
the best course of action to minimize adverse effects,” advises 
Dr. Wilde. “It is really important to be honest with your vet 
about what was consumed, so that they can best help your pet.”

•  Management of marijuana or THC ingestion will depend 
on how recently it was consumed, how much was con-
sumed, and what it was combined with.

•  If ingestion was recent, your veterinarian may be able to 
induce vomiting.

•  Depending on the amount of time that has passed, you 
veterinarian can sometimes administer activated charcoal 
to reduce the amount absorbed in the GI tract.

•  If your pet is sedate, your veterinarian can offer support-
ive care, with fluids and monitoring, and they can manage 
any of the related adverse effects.

of National Advertisers, Interactive Advertising Bureau, 
and Network Advertising Initiative.

They released a joint statement on Thursday.
Whitmer’s order bans advertising in stores larger than 

50,000 square feet for goods “that are not groceries, med-
ical supplies, or items that are necessary to maintain the 

AdvertisingAdvertising
...continued from page 7...continued from page 7

safety, sanitation, and basic operation of residences.”
The order is active until April 30.
It adds: “No one shall advertise or rent a short-term va-

cation property except as necessary to assist in housing a 
health care professional or volunteer aiding in the response 
to the COVID-19 crisis.”

Whitmer’s office didn’t reply to a request for comment.
The industries commended Whitmer for protecting 

Michiganders during the coronavirus pandemic but ques-
tioned how a partial advertising ban prevented the spread 
of COVID-19.

The leaders said the order hurts its intended cause.
“As the order itself notes, news media is part of our criti-

cal infrastructure. Advertising provides revenue to support 
both news organizations and digital services, including 
the massive public service campaigns that are educating 
Michigan residents about how to protect themselves from 
COVID-19.”

The rule violates “the U.S. Constitution’s guarantee of 
free speech by targeting specific speakers based on what 
they want to say,” they argued.

The group says the restrictions “have no benefit for pub-
lic health and do nothing to advance any government in-
terest yet are in clear violation of that constitutional right.”

“In short, these restrictions will not protect public health, 
improve safety, or reduce the burden on our overwhelmed 
front-line emergency workers, but they could cause lasting 
and unintended damage to Michigan’s news providers and 
advertising industry,” the groups wrote.

“We urge the Governor to revoke these restrictions as 
soon as possible.”

traffic on Grand Avenue and Washtenaw Street, Tobin said 
the ambulance did not have a patient on board. 

LSJ also quoted John Foren, spokesperson for Sparrow 
Hospital, who said some hospital staff were late to work be-
cause of the protest, forcing others to cover for them. He did 
not have a number of employees who were late, but said he 
believed they were isolated cases. 

People from Cedar Springs also joined the protest. Molly 
Ellick was one of them. Why did she go?

“I took part in the protest because Governor Whitmer’s ex-
ecutive order is unconstitutional,” she explained. “The first 
amendment protects our right to peacefully gather and no one 
has the authority to remove our rights. Many people choose 
risk when they work every day, whether it’s simply the risk 
of driving to and from, or the risk inherent to a dangerous 
profession. Medical professionals risk being exposed to vi-
ruses, contractors risk falling from high places, even profes-
sional athletes can be maimed or killed while on the job. I’ve 
worked in places where the men were left with partial hands 
from using production machinery. Risk is a part of life, and 
we have our own decisions to make with the life we live.

“Gretchen Whitmer repeatedly gives a voice to those in fa-
vor of a harsh lock down,” she added.  “Yet we haven’t heard 
from her about the men attempting suicide over their liveli-
hoods being taken away from them. The people being denied 
medical care that has been deemed ‘non-emergency.’ The 

medical professionals watching their elderly care patients dy-
ing of a broken heart, rather than Covid-19, as everyone they 
love has been kept away from them. Isolation and economic 
ruin are as damaging to life as Covid-19.”

Ellick also thinks many of the things banned in the order 
don’t make sense.

“Governor Whitmer doesn’t have the authority that she 
took with her executive order.  Furthermore, her arbitrary se-
lections of ‘essential’ are badly biased.  When a person can 
pump gas to buy a lottery ticket, but not to drive to their cabin. 
When they can buy a lottery ticket, but not a plant. When a 
healthy patient can schedule an elective abortion, but an un-
healthy patient can’t schedule a non-emergency procedure 
that their doctor prescribes. When empty hospitals are laying 
off medical personnel, but supposedly we have to shut down 
or risk overwhelming the healthcare system. ‘We the people’ 
can see that it doesn’t add up. Work is essential to everyone.”

Whitmer is expected to come out later this week and extend 
the stay-at-home order, which was due to be lifted April 30.

ProtestProtest
...continued from front page ...continued from front page 



Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

The Art of flowering

Spring brings baby wildlife 
and a reminder to let them be

An abundance of flow-
er beauty graces wild areas 
during April. By May many 
spring flowers reach peak 
blooming. Trout lily faces 
shine bright yellow. From the 
backside of the flower, there 
will be three yellow and three 
brown petal-like structures 
but from the front all are yel-
low. The flowers nod toward 
the ground on cane-like pe-
duncles above their light and 
dark green mottled leaves 
that also have reddish brown 
patches. During the second 
week of April, the first had 
burst into bloom. By the last 
week of the month, they are 
in peak flower along with the 
spring beauties that started 
blooming just prior to the 
trout lilies. 

The same day trout lilies 
began sharing their beauty 
to attract insects, bloodroot 
white blooms began their 
show but they lose their pet-
als almost immediately. It 
seems they would not attract 
insects quickly enough to re-
produce but they continue to 
thrive. It is likely few seeds 
survive. Breaking ground in 
the same location annually 
indicates they sprout from 
underground over-wintering 
rhizomes. 

In wet lowland areas, 
spring cress flowers open 
with pink petals that rapidly 
whiten. Nearby marsh mari-
gold leaves expand around 
a cluster of flower buds that 

will be among the showiest 
streamside blossoms. 

Flowers stand at the end 
of stem-like structures that 
expose them in proper man-
ner for reproductive advan-
tage. Depending on the spe-
cific supportive structure, it 
might be called a peduncle, 
rachis, scape, spike, umbel, 
or something else. Details in-
terest ecologists because they 
distinguish methods for ef-
fective fertilization and seed 
production. No room here for 
term definitions but flower 
guide glossaries and pictures 
will clarify.

The supporting flower 
structures are not what cap-
tures our immediate attention 
nor do the essential parts. In-
side the flower are found sta-
mens, pistils, or perhaps both 
that are essential. They are es-
sential parts required for suc-
cessful reproduction. Often 
they are relatively inconspic-
uous but produce pollen and 
eggs. Even from a distance 
they can draw attention. The 
early flowering silver and red 
maples create glowing red 
treetop hues.

The pollen is produced 
by an anther at the top of a 
thread-like filament and to-
gether they are termed a sta-
men. The filament holds the 
male reproductive anther in 
a position for releasing pol-
len where and when needed. 
Plants like the marsh mari-
golds found in sunny wet-
lands, have a large number 
of stamens but not all release 

pollen at the same time. 
Those toward the outer flow-
er reach maturity first and 
their pollen is less likely to 
land on the female part that is 
ready to receive pollen at the 
same time. This helps pre-
vent self-fertilization. Insects 
arriving at the flowers bring 
pollen on their bodies that 
promote cross-fertilization 
and better genetic vigor. By 
the time inner anthers release 
pollen, the female portion has 
been fertilized and self-fertil-
ization is prevented.

For many flowers self-fer-
tilization is prevented by 
male and female parts matur-
ing at different times. The sta-
mens typically are arranged 
around the female part locat-
ed at the center of the flower. 
Anthers are sometime bright 

yellow or red and add to flo-
ral beauty. On willow shrubs 
the gray fuzzy pussy willow 
buds of early spring have 
their own special beauty. Lat-
er they yellow when catkins 
release pollen. Notice female 
willows do not have yellow 
catkins. The plants have sep-
arate sexes and in that man-
ner insure cross-fertilization. 
Plants with separate sexes are 
referred to as imperfect and 
flowers with both sexes are 
referred to as perfect. 

The female organ, called a 
pistil, is composed of three 
parts. At its base the ova-
ry contains eggs and sits on 
the receptacle at the end of 
the stem-like structure sup-
porting the flower. Reaching 
above the ovary is the style 
that lifts the stigma into posi-
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It’s common to see baby animals like this in the woods, seem-
ingly alone. Don’t worry, the mother is almost certainly nearby, 
waiting to come back when it’s safe. Learn more about what 
do when you come across baby animals or injured wildlife, 
at Michigan.gov/Wildlife.

A rabbit’s nest. 

Baby bunnies are nestled in their nests, fawns 
will soon find their way through the forest, and 
songbird and waterfowl nests are popping up 
all over.

Remember that it’s not unusual to come 
across baby wildlife in springtime. Many wild 
mothers leave babies unattended and hidden to 
protect them from predators, but almost always 
are nearby and return periodically to care for 
their young when they feel it’s safe. Even most 
young birds found on the ground are under the 
watchful eyes of parents.

“The best thing you can do to help young wild-
life is to simply leave them alone,” said Han-

Your best decision is to 
leave a young animal in the 
wild where the mother can 
care for it and teach it how 
to survive.

On the rare occasion you 
come across an animal that 
is injured or truly aban-
doned, keep in mind that, in 
Michigan, it’s illegal to keep 
the animal unless you’re a 
licensed wildlife rehabilita-

tor. Under the current “Stay 
Home, Stay Safe” Execu-
tive order, some wildlife re-
habilitators may have had to 
suspend services; call ahead 
to see whether they are able 
to assist at this time.

Additional information 
on what to do if you find a 
baby animal is available at 
Michigan.gov/Wildlife.

Bloodroot is an early spring bloomer. Photo credit: CC-BY-
SA-3.0/Matt H. Wade at Wikipedia.

boat access sites as motorboats.
Sailboats often require multiple people and motors but 

are allowed, according to the state’s interpretation. Out-of-
state anglers can travel freely to Michigan to fish. Yet, a 
person living on a lake cannot walk out their back door and 
utilize their motorboat.

MUCC has been supportive of the administration’s legal 
closure of areas like Tippy Dam, where anglers continual-
ly were asked to social distance and conservation and law 
enforcement officers were met with resistance. The organi-
zation, if given a chance, will partner with the governor’s 
office to continue communicating and helping in any way 
possible to ensure anglers are recreating responsibly, Trot-
ter said.

April provides some of the most diverse Great Lakes, 
river, stream and inland lake fishing opportunities. Wall-
eye, steelhead and sucker runs are happening throughout 
the state, while bowfishing and catch-and-release bass fish-
ing ramp up once ice melts. The state’s annual trout opener 
starts the last Saturday in April.

Many anglers rely on the high-quality, locally-sourced 
protein and mental health benefits that fishing provides. 
Whitmer has recognized and lauded these assets publicly 
throughout this crisis. Anglers need access to the waters 
and the fisheries, which sometimes requires a motor boat, 
in order to participate in this activity.

MUCC has received support from a variety of stakehold-
ers, including professional, nationally-known Michigan an-
glers Mark Zona and Kevin VanDam.

“The lakes, rivers and streams of Michigan are usually 
buzzing with anglers this time of year and we know that we 
can’t do things like we always have,” Zona said. “But there 
are a lot of things that we should be able to continue to do, 
while also following the social distancing protocol that has 
been laid out. Fishing from a motorboat, at its core, is social 
distancing.”

Angling contributes $2.3 billion to Michigan’s economy 
annually, according to a study commissioned by MUCC 
through the Michigan State University Eli Broad College 
of Business. See it at https://mucc.org/about-us/econom-
ic-impact-study-2019/.

For Yoopers, like MUCC Executive Board President 
George Lindquist, spring is the best time of year to troll

Lake Superior’s near-shore waters for coho and king 
salmon, steelhead and lake trout. As of Saturday, Michi-
gan’s Upper Peninsula had 60 reported cases of the novel 
virus.

“I fished out of Marquette two days before this rule went 
into effect and saw other anglers fishing alone or with their 
children and their dogs,” Lindquist said. “All were follow-
ing best-practices for social distancing and taking this pan-
demic very seriously.”

Lake St. Clair Walleye Association President Tim Muir 
said this is one of his clubs’ busiest times.

“The walleye fishing this time of year is about as good 
as it gets,” Muir said. “Fishing is a great way for folks to 
get out of the house for some stress relief and also keep 
their distance from other anglers. This only works if anglers 
recreate responsibly, and we need to be mindful of that and 
stewards of this message moving forward.”
MUCC represents 40,000 members throughout Michigan 

and 200 affiliate clubs. Since 1937, MUCC has united cit-
izens to conserve, protect and enhance Michigan’s natural 
resources and outdoor heritage.

nah Schauer, DNR wildlife 
communications coordina-
tor. “Many wildlife, such as 
deer and rabbits, will leave 

young unattended as a sur-
vival strategy. Even though 
it may appear that a rabbit’s 
nest or a fawn is 

tion for receiving pollen. The 
stigma is the upper surface to 
which the pollen sticks. Pol-
len digest their way through 
the style to the ovules in the 
ovary where they fertilize 
them and become seeds. 

The essential stamen and 
pistil are aided by accessory 
parts that insects and we most 
appreciate. The accessory 
parts are sepals collective-
ly called a calyx and petals 
are collectively known as a 
corolla that attract pollina-
tors like bees, flies, beetles, 

and butterflies. Flowers have 
nectaries that produce sweet 
solutions attracting insects. 
Some produce attractive or 
foul fetid scents that draw 
specific pollinators with 
unique nature niche adapta-
tions.
Natural  history  questions 

or  topic  suggestions  can  be 
directed  to  Ranger  Steve 
(Mueller) at odybrook@char-
termi.net - Ody Brook Nature 
Sanctuary,  13010  Northland 
Dr. Cedar Springs, MI 49319 
or call 616-696-1753.



How Congress has changed 
By Lee H. Hamilton, former U.S. Representative

The Cedar Springs POSTPage 10  Thursday, April 23, 2020

    CONGRESS- continues on page 11

“There was a time when members of 
Congress on both sides of the aisle 
considered Congress to be equal in stature to 
the President and the executive branch, and 
their speech-making reflected this: they saw 
strong oratory as a chance to encapsulate 
ideas and inspire Americans to rally behind 
them.”—Lee Hamilton

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up 
to 350 words. The subject should be relevant to 
local readers, and the editor reserves the right to 
reject letters or edit for clarity, length, good taste, 
accuracy, and liability concerns. All submissions 
MUST be accompanied by full name, mailing ad-
dress and daytime phone number. We use this 
information to verify the letter’s authenticity. We 
do not print anonymous letters, or acknowledge 
letters we do not use. Writers are limited to one 
letter per month. Email to news@cedarsprings-
post.com, or send to Post Scripts, Cedar Springs 
Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

NOTICENOTICE
POSTPOST Scripts Scripts You are essential!

Assurance of Easter
The threat of the COVID-19 virus and the assurance 

of Easter reminded me of the church hymn taken from 
2 Chronicles 7:14: “If my people, which are called by 
my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek 
my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will 
heal their land” (KJV).

Lyle Perry Jr.
Cedar Springs

Echoes of a bygone era
As I listen to the news about the coronavirus, I was 

reminded of a similar happening much closer to us in 
Cedar Springs. In 1884 a Diphtheria epidemic struck 
this community. The following is from a historical ac-
count written by Betty L. Heiss titled “Solon Township 
Out of the Wilderness” published in 1995.

“The Diphtheria epidemic occurred in1884 while 
William E. Davis was sexton. This dreaded disease was 
so infectious that when family members died, burials 
usually took place at night in unmarked graves. Those 
in need of the sexton’s assistance would come to the 
end of his driveway and ring the bell for William, who 
lived only one half mile from the cemetery. An excerpt 
taken from a family history written by his granddaugh-
ter Leona, relates what happened after her grandfather 
contacted that malady.

‘…so my grandmother sent the children to live in the 
barn until he recovered. She would take food to them 
part way and they would come the rest of the way to get 
it after she went back to the house. Fortunately, none 
of them got it, but when they returned to school they 
missed a lot of children. One family lost five children.’”

From 2004 until 2012 I had the privilege of serv-
ing as Solon Township Clerk. As part of my duties 
I was charged with keeping the records for the cem-
etery. During this time the Deputy Clerk and I spent 
many hours trying to put together accurate computer 
records of the cemetery. What we found out was there 
were many unmarked graves with the simple notation 
“baby” on an old oil skin map of the cemetery. I believe 
we counted nine.

On a second note I was driving through Cedar Springs 
recently and I couldn’t help but notice how empty it 
seemed. Hardly any cars and few people. While some 
people might think it reminds them of a ghost town, I 
thought of a bygone time. A time when I was grow-
ing up in the 50s. A Sunday when everyone went to 
church, had dinner with the family and no businesses 
were open.

Maybe God’s trying to tell us something and we’re so 
wrapped up in ourselves we forgot.

John W. Rideout                                                                                                                                      
Solon Township

By Sen. Peter MacGregor
 
Beyond the headlines of the 

COVID-19 crisis are the untold sto-
ries of how stress and uncertainty af-
fect people’s mental health. Restric-
tions on our movement, assembling, 
jobs and daily routines compound the 
situation.

This unprecedented time spent 
away from work, church, school and the otherwise normal 
routines of life can understandably be challenging. The re-
sulting isolation and anxiety are affecting people in ways 
they never could have expected or even thought possible.

It can be hard to come to grips with such a sudden and 
drastic change. One day things are great, and the next, you 
find yourself without work, struggling to figure out how to 
make a vehicle payment or pay rent, let alone afford gro-
ceries for a hungry family. If you’re lucky enough to have a 
job, the challenge of working remotely and in isolation can 
be daunting on one’s mental health. 

My heart breaks for the single moms who lost jobs that 
were deemed nonessential, and for the laid-off dads who 
worked hard so their wives could stay home with the kids. 
The employed are not without consequence, either. Phy-
sicians, nurses, first responders, grocery clerks, fast food 
workers, tellers and others who remain on the job bear the 
anxiety of becoming infected with every shift.

There is no question that the loss of life due to this pan-
demic is devastating. But the overall cost to everyone in our 
community in terms of quality of life and loss of well-being 
is an issue that cannot be ignored during this crisis. Peo-
ple with debt are three times more likely to have a mental 
health issue, especially depression, anxiety and psychotic 
disorders. Financial stress is the second most common cause 

 
If you feel like Congress has be-

come less productive, less functional, 
and more partisan… you’re right. I’ve 
been thinking a lot lately about how it’s 
changed over the years since I served 
there in the ‘60s to the ‘90s, and sev-
eral issues help explain why it often 
struggles to get things done.

Heightened partisanship 
may top the list. Congress has 
always been a partisan orga-
nization; we’ve seen tense 
battles throughout its history. 
But now they’re more intense 
and occur more frequently. 
Members tend to see issues 
predominantly, though not 
completely, through a parti-
san lens.

This is reflected in their vot-
ing patterns. In the 1960s and 1970s, votes in which a majority 
of one party opposed a majority of the other occurred roughly 
one-third to one-half the time. Starting in the early ‘90s, that 
percentage rose into the 60 and 70 percent range. Add to this 
increasingly split control of Congress, with one party con-
trolling the House and the other the Senate, and agreement 
becomes exceedingly difficult to find.

In many ways, this reflects the country at large. Though 
identification with a party or as an independent has tended to 
move a few percentage points over time, Americans of each 
party seem ever more firmly stuck in their own camps. It has 
become more difficult to resolve our differences, and this has 
undoubtedly contributed to congressional gridlock.

Years ago, the question that pervaded discussions on Cap-
itol Hill was, “What can we do to resolve this problem?” 

Members were unwilling to 
accept stalemate or lack of 
agreement. Leaders at the 
time—people like Carl Al-
bert and Tip O’Neill on the 
Democrats’ side and Bob 
Michel and John Anderson 
on the Republicans’—cer-
tainly had partisan differenc-
es, but these did not domi-
nate the discussion. Behind 
closed doors they would dis-

cuss them civilly and politely, even going so far as to share 
private polling numbers.

At the same time that polarization has increased, Con-
gress’s ambition has generally lessened. It’s almost incon-
ceivable today that Congress would tackle a big issue—say, 
how to provide health care for older people—by trying to 
create something like Medicare. You see this same trend in 

oversight of the executive 
branch. There were commit-
tee chairmen who knew the 
ins and outs of the depart-
ments they oversaw down to 
the finest detail. They would 
spend days grilling admin-
istration witnesses (of even 
their own party), creating an 
extensive record of what an 
administration and its polit-
ical appointees were trying 
to accomplish —information 
that helped ordinary Amer-
icans understand and judge 
the government’s approach. 
That is much harder to find 
today.

I think you can also detect 
the same trend at work in a 

VOICES & VIEWSVOICES & VIEWS
of suicide, after depression.

Dr. Adam London, Ph.D., RS, DAAS, who is the director 
for the Kent County Health Department, recently joined me 
for a community tele-town hall on the coronavirus. He said 
suicide, alcohol, substance use disorder, child abuse/neglect 
and depression are real mental challenges people face every 
day because of the financial stress of the pandemic. 

“Mental health concerns have consistently been listed 
near the top of our community’s priorities whenever they 
are surveyed,” London said. “Our county and the state were 
faced with suicide and overdose epidemics long before any-
one had heard of COVID-19. We need to be mindful that the 
stresses of this crisis are going to further exacerbate those 
problems.”

Depression, anxiety, domestic abuse, addictions, child 
and senior neglect, and suicide — these are all very real 
concerns under these troubled circumstances. It is no won-
der that desperate calls to crisis support centers and suicide 
prevention hotlines have increased since COVID-19 began 
its destructive spread across the country. 

If you are an individual who finds yourself stuck in a 
battered relationship, fearful and unable to get out, there is 
help. If you or someone you know is having a hard time, you 
are not alone. And if you want to talk to someone, there are 
people who are available to help — who want nothing more 
than to see you well, and who will stop at nothing to help 
you get there. There are several state and national services 
that are available for people who may need help, including:

Michigan Department of Health and Human Services 
“warmline” for residents who have mental health needs 
during the COVID-19 pandemic. It is operated by certified 
peer support specialists and is available seven days a week, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 a.m. Call 888-733-7753.

Michigan 211, which is available all day every day to con-
nect with help of all kinds. Go to mi211.org or call 2-1-1. 

The Disaster Distress Helpline provides 24/7/365 crisis 
counseling and support to people experiencing emotional 
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
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NOTICE: We need NEW jokes! If you have a good 
“clean” joke to share email it to: 
news@cedarspringspost.com 
or send to P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service 
for	 non-profit	 agencies	 only.	 Due	 to	 popular	 demand	
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is 
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name 
and phone number for any questions we may have.

We miss our patrons and hope We miss our patrons and hope 
you are safe and well.you are safe and well.
We hope to see you soon.We hope to see you soon.

TicketsTickets  ONLY ONLY $$3.003.00

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

Temporarily 
CLOSEDCLOSED
UNTIL FURTHER UNTIL FURTHER 

NOTICENOTICE
by mandate of the by mandate of the 
State of Michigan.State of Michigan.

For the For the 
safety of our safety of our 
volunteers and volunteers and 
our patrons during our patrons during 
the COVID-19 crisis. the COVID-19 crisis. 
Thank you for your patience.Thank you for your patience.

The Cedar Springs Theatre AssociationThe Cedar Springs Theatre Association
Board  and VolunteersBoard  and Volunteers

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 97 4 6 9
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Groceries at St. John Paul II
Apr. 28: On Tuesday, April 28th from 5:30-6:30 pm St. 
John Paul II Catholic Church will be handing out bags 
of groceries to people in need of food during this time. 
If you are homebound or have an illness that causes 
you to not leave your house during this time, please call 
Katie in the parish office at 616-696-3904. Deliveries to 
those locally can be arranged. #17

What’s in a name?
Two elderly ladies had been friends for many de-

cades. Over the years they had shared all kinds of ac-
tivities and adventures. Lately their activities had been 
limited to meeting a few times a week to play cards. 

One day, they were playing cards when one looked at 
the other and said, “Now don’t get mad at me. I know 
we’ve been friends for a long time, but I just can’t 
think of your name! I’ve thought and thought, but I 
can’t remember it. Please tell me what your name is.”

Her friend glared at her. “Some friend you are! Can’t 
even remember my name.” She sulked and stared at 
her friend for several minutes. Finally she said, “How 
soon do you need to know?”
Thanks  to Virginia Christensen, of Trufant,  for  this 

week’s joke.
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diminishment of Congress’s oratorical ambitions. There was 
a time when members of Congress on both sides of the aisle 
considered Congress to be equal in stature to the President 
and the executive branch, and their speech-making reflected 
this: they saw strong oratory as a chance to encapsulate ideas 
and inspire Americans to rally behind them.

A key thing to remember is that this wasn’t just the speaker 
of the House or the majority leader of the Senate. Power and 
influence were spread more widely across both chambers. 
As the leadership in recent years has come to dominate the 
process, ordinary members find far fewer chances to shine. 
The collapse of what was known as the “regular order,” the 
committee work and amendment process that allowed ordi-
nary members to participate in the deliberative work of Cap-
itol Hill, has thoroughly concentrated power in the hands of 
leaders and made Congress less representative as a whole.

That trend has been accentuated by the extent to which 
money now talks at every stage of the process. It’s not just 
that members are constantly trying to raise campaign funds. 
It’s that the mix of who funds those campaigns has changed 
dramatically. In the late 1970s, according to the Brookings 
Institution’s Vital Statistics on Congress, labor and corporate 
PACs gave about equally. Now, corporate PACs account for 
the vast majority of all the money flowing to members’ cam-
paigns.

The result of all this? Congress is still a vital part of our 
democracy, but it is by most measures a less effective one.
Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana Univer-

sity Center on Representative Government; a Distinguished 
Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar School of Global and In-
ternational  Studies;  and  a  Professor  of  Practice  at  the  IU 
O’Neill School of Public and Environmental Affairs. He was 
a member of the U.S. House of Representatives for 34 years.

 

distress related to natural or human-caused disasters, like 
COVID-19. Call 800-985-5990 or visit https://www.samh-
sa.gov/find-help/disaster-distress-helpline. 

The National Suicide Prevention Lifeline provides 24/7, 
free and confidential support for people in distress and 
prevention and crisis resources. Call 800-273-8255 or go 
to suicidepreventionlifeline.org.

The National Domestic Violence Hotline is available 
24/7/365 to talk confidentially with anyone experienc-
ing domestic violence, seeking resources or information, 
or questioning unhealthy aspects of their relationship. 
Call 800-799-7233 or visit thehotline.org.

Faith-based institutions and religious leaders can be of 
great benefit. Consider calling a local parish, church, or oth-
er place of worship for prayer or counseling. 

Your life has meaning and value. You are essential. Your 
family needs you. Your friends need you. Michigan needs 
you. This moment is but a page in the book that is your 
purposeful life. We are all in this together, and together we 
will get through it.

As we begin to see signs of hope, Michigan will find a 
safe path forward, focusing on the health of our residents. 
However, this will not be business as usual. As a state, we 
need to be open to different methods of delivering services 
and products, with particular focus on the big three: social 
distancing, wearing masks and washing our hands. We can 
do this! 

May God continue to bless our Michigan communities 
and our nation as we fight to overcome this horrible pan-
demic.
Senator Peter MacGregor, R-Rockford, is the Senate ma-

jority floor leader and chairman of the Appropriations Sub-
committee on Community Health and Human Services.
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Kent County Credit Union
14111 White Creek Ave

Cedar Springs
888.336.3490 | mykccu.com

Small enough to care...
Big enough to serve!

We Are Here

Lending rates are low, now
may be the time to refinance.
Ask us how we can help. Call today.

DEADLINE: 
Monday by 5:00 p.m.

NO BILLING - 
ALL Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words,
20¢ for each additional word 

(pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST 
616.696.3655

For more information on the 
Humane Society of West Michigan,  

call (616) 453-8900 or 
visit www.hswestmi.org

FORFOR  RENTRENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer
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Classifieds 

HOMES HOMES 
FOR FOR SALESALE

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

PP      STSTTheThe

Humane Society of West Michigan’sHumane Society of West Michigan’s

PETS of PETS of the the WEEKWEEK

• LOST 
• FOUND 
• FREE to good 

homes

Animal AdsAnimal Ads
areare  FREE!FREE!  CallCall
 696-3655 696-3655

CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

small ads 
make ¢ents
Call for details

696-3655

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

SERVICESSERVICES

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

13675 Iris Lane
Corner homesite

on outer perimeter
Excellent location!

Sweet Pea – 4-year-old female – Medium Mixed Breed
Hi, I am Sweet Pea! Up 
for adventure? I am!  I 
would love to go for 
walks and play fetch. 
While I can be a little 
shy in new situations, I 
warm up fairly quickly.  
With your help, I’m 
sure my confidence 
will continue to grow!  
If you would like to 

meet me fill out an application online, and let’s get the 
process started!

Russell – 4-year-old male – Domestic Shorthair Mix
Hi, Russell here. I am 
a rather strikingly 
handsome guy, wouldn’t 
you say? In my last 
home, I successfully 
lived with another cat. 
My ideal forever home 
will be mostly quiet and 
relaxed, just like me! I’m 
currently living the life 
in a foster home. If you would like to get together, fill 
out an online application so we can meet!

Sweet Pea and Russell are available for No Contact 
Adoption at Humane Society of West Michigan. To learn 
more about adopting, please visit: www.hswestmi.org

V ie w  o u r  a d o p t a b le  a n im a ls  a t  w w w .h s w e s tm i .o r g . 
D u e  t o  t h e  v i r t u a l  n a t u r e  o f  t h e s e  a d o p t io n s , p le a s e  
p ic k  o n ly  a  f e w  a n im a ls  t h a t  c a t c h  y o u r  in t e r e s t  a n d  
a p p ly  v ia  t h e  o n l in e  a p p l ic a t io n . A f t e r  a p p ly in g , e m a i l  
u s  a t  a d o p t io n s@ h sw e s tm i .o r g  t o  s c h e d u le  a  v i r t u a l  
m e e t  &  g r e e t !

A t  t h i s  t im e ,  o u r  s h e l t e r  w i l l  r e m a i n  c l o s e d  t o  t h e  
p u b l i c  a n d  a l l  o t h e r  n o n -a d o p t i o n  p r o g r a m s  w i l l  
r e m a i n  s u s p e n d e d  u n t i l  A p r i l  3 0 t h  p e r  M i c h i g a n  
E x e c u t i v e  O r d e r .

Job opening for insurance 
agent in Cedar Springs. 
Sales Experience preferred. 
Email resumes to Chris@
conflittiagency.com. #tfnb

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Kent Dumpster: Local Family 
Business. Call 616-437-1460. 
www.kentdumpster.com. #11-35p

Bobcat Work – Small jobs, 
driveway prep and dirt grading. 
Call 616-696-2429. #16-21p

Lost: Missing dearly our large 
long-haired male, part Maine 
Coon, black and gray/tan 
(marble / tiger) kitty. Missing 
since Friday, March 13th from 
the area of Algoma, 22 Mile and 
Cypress. He is neutered and 
microchipped, although he still 
sprays. He likes girls and is very 
friendly. He will probably come 
to “Hey big kitty!” If seen, please 
call ASAP 616-498-6568. #14

Found: Beautiful young male 
cat, black and brown classic 
tabby with white legs and 
chest. Very friendly. Found on 
Tuesday, March 24th in the 
area of 17 Mile and Algoma. 
Call 616-696-8902. #14

Help support
Your LOCAL 
Newspaper!

Say: 
“I saw it in 
the the POSTPOST!”!”



have reached more than 12,000 COVID-positive individ-
uals.

Dedicating additional resources to contact tracing is 
needed as testing criteria and testing locations are rapid-
ly expanding. Last week, MDHHS announced the expan-
sion of testing to all Michiganders experiencing symptoms. 
Starting April 21, testing eligibility criteria is being expand-
ed again to include all essential workers still reporting to 
work in person with potential COVID-19 exposure, wheth-
er symptomatic or asymptomatic. This will help identify 
asymptomatic cases who may still be spreading the virus as 
they report to work.

“This means that anyone with symptoms can get a test 
as well as any individual regularly interacting with others 
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BUSINESS BUSINESS 
PROFESSIONALSPROFESSIONALS

KENT DUMPSTER
local family business

616-437-1460
kentdumpster.com

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

LEGAL LEGAL NOTICESNOTICES

And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

EffortEffort
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Cedar Springs

Spring Brush Pick Up
is scheduled for 

Monday, May 4th, 2020
Please have brush out at 6:00 a.m. and neatly 
stacked as close to the curb as possible with all 

branches in one direction.  Brush half inch to 
six inches in diameter will be picked up. Brush 

cannot exceed 12 feet in length.

Trees and brush larger than six inches, 
vines, rubbish, leaves or other yard waste 

will NOT be picked up.

Dated: April 16, 2020 Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616-696-1330

CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS
PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
The Cedar Springs Planning Commission will 
conduct the following public hearing at the regular 
meeting scheduled for Tuesday, May 12, 2020 for 
the following topics: 

1. Public Hearing For An Ordinance To 
Amend Chapter 40, Article I, Section 40-5 
Entitled “Definitions – K – M;” Amend 
Chapter 40, Article IV, Division 2, Section 
40-461 Entitled “Home Occupations;” To 
Repeal Chapter 40, Article IV, Division 2, 
Section 40-468 Entitled “Prohibition Of 
Marihuana Dispensaries, Collectives And 
Cooperatives;” To Amend Chapter 40, Ar-
ticle III, Section 40-294 Entitled “Special 
Land Uses;” To Amend Chapter 40, Article 
III, Section 40-342 Entitled “Special Land 
Uses;” To Amend Chapter 40, Article III, 
Section 40-365 Entitled “Special Land 
Uses;” To Amend Chapter 40, Article III, 
Section 40-387 Entitled “Special Land 
Uses;” And To Amend Chapter 40, Article 
VIII, Section 40-575 Entitled “Uses - F – M” 
Of The Code Of Ordinances For The City 
Of Cedar Springs: The Proposed Changes 
Define Standards And Zoning Regula-
tions To Permit Designated Recreational 
Marijuana Facilities In Designated Zoning 
Districts Within The City Of Cedar Springs.  
Copies Of The Proposed Amendment Are 
Available On The City Website At www.
cityofcedarsprings.org

The Planning Commission meeting will begin at 
7:00 p.m. and will be held in the Cedar Springs City 
Council Chambers, 66 S. Main St., Cedar Springs, MI 
49319. Persons having any questions regarding these 
matters are urged to attend this meeting. If you are 
unable to attend the public hearing, but wish to have 
your comments become a part of the official record of 
the meeting, please submit them in writing to the City 
Manager at manager@cityofcedarsprings.org or the 
above address or contact City Hall at 616.696.1330.

Dated: April 23, 2020

Summary Of The Regular 
Meeting Of The

Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, April 16, 2020

7:00 P.M.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The Meeting Was Called To Order At 7:01 P.M. 
By Mayor Hall.  The Pledge Of Allegiance Was 
Recited.  Six Council members Were Present.  
No One Addressed The Council During The 
Public Comments. There Were No Public Hear-
ings.  The Agenda And Consent Agenda Were 
Approved With The Addition Of Item 7B Motion 
To Approve The Recommendation From HRC 
For The Construction Bid Of The Fire Station To 
Orion Construction In An Amount Not To Exceed 
$3,064,841.00 And 7C Motion To Authorize The 
City Manager To Approve Of The Amendment 
To The HRC Contract For Construction Admin-
istration Services In An Amount Not To Exceed 
$420,000.  Action Was Taken On The Following 
Items: Motion To Approve The Skinner Field 
Lease, Motion To Approve The Recommenda-
tion From HRC For The Construction Bid Of The 
Fire Station To Orion Construction In An Amount 
Not To Exceed $3,064,841.00 And 7C Motion 
To Authorize The City Manager To Approve Of 
The Amendment To The HRC Contract For Con-
struction Administration Services In An Amount 
Not To Exceed $420,000. Discussion On The 
Following Items: Preliminary Budget And Outdoor 
Wood Burners.  The Meeting Was Adjourned At 
7:54 P.M.  A Complete Copy Of The Minutes Are 
Available In The Office Of The City Clerk And Will 
Be Posted On The City’s Website Upon Approval.

Dated: April 23, 2020  Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

PUBLIC NOTICE
City of Cedar Springs

Regular Meeting of the
Cedar Springs City Council

Thursday, May 14, 2020

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

Meeting
7:00 p.m.

A Public Hearing will be held on
the 2020/21 Fiscal Year Budget.

The property tax millage rate proposed
to be levied to support the proposed 

budget will be a subject of this hearing.
The proposed budget does not include a 
millage increase greater than the millage 

levied in the 2019/2020 Fiscal Year.

A copy of the proposed budget is available
online at www.cityofcedarsprings.org

Dated: April 23, 2020 Rebecca Johnson
City Clerk

616.696.1330

outside their household, as long as the testing location has 
the supplies,” Khaldun said. “MDHHS is also working with 
local health departments to expand testing in group living 
facilities with potential exposure.”

To sign up to volunteer for public health efforts, visit 
Michigan.gov/fightcovid19. To locate a testing site near 
you, visit Michigan.gov/CoronavirusTest.



 S t a t e  A v e r a g e  G a s  P r i c e  L o w e s t  G a s  P r i c e  S in c e  . . . I n  D a y s
 W is c o n s in  $ 1 .3 0 /g a l  3 /3 /2 0 0 2  6 ,6 1 9
 K e n t u c k y  $ 1 .4 5 /g a l  1 1 /1 4 /2 0 0 3  5 ,9 9 8
 M ic h ig a n  $ 1 .4 5 /g a l  1 2 /2 4 /2 0 0 3  5 ,9 5 8
 O k la h o m a  $ 1 .3 6 /g a l  1 2 /3 1 /2 0 0 3  5 ,9 5 1
 M in n e s o t a  $ 1 .5 6 /g a l  1 /3 1 /2 0 0 4  5 ,9 2 0
 I l l in o is  $ 1 .7 7 /g a l  1 1 /2 9 /2 0 0 8  4 ,1 5 6
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Trust your car insurance  
with a company named  

for those it serves.   

THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

GEBHARDT INSURANCE
CEDAR SPRINGS • 616-696-9440

www.gebhardtins.com

AUTO LIFEAUTO LIFE

• Tintable Stone Guard • All-Over Paint & Spot Repair • Glass Installed

89 N. Third Street
Sand Lake

(616) 636-5341 

Complete Collision

Free Estimates

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

National Work Zone Aware-
ness Week began April 20 
Protect workers. Protect road users. Safe work zones for all.

Now, more than ever, the 
transport and delivery of 
essential items is crucial. 
Despite the delay of some 
projects due to the pan-
demic, there are many ac-
tive work zones throughout 
the state. Roads must be 
maintained. Bridges need 
to be inspected. All avail-
able contractors have been 
briefed on the appropriate 
safety methods to reduce 
the spread of COVID-19. 
This week is National Work 
Zone Awareness Week (NWZAW) to remind us all 
to pay extra attention as we drive past our neighbors, 
friends, relatives, and fellow Michiganders who are 
working hard to improve our roads and bridges. This 
year’s theme: Safe work zones for all. Protect work-
ers. Protect road users.

Traffic data from around the state show that vol-
umes are down approximately 60 percent. To put that 
in perspective, last Friday there were approximately 
1.7 million vehicles on Michigan roadways, while 

on that same day last year there 
were more than 4.5 million.

“It’s tempting to drive fast-
er when traffic is light,” said 
MDOT Work Zone Delivery 
Engineer Chris Brookes. “But 
even with lower traffic vol-
umes, it’s so important to slow 
down through these work zones 
for the safety of everyone.”

To show your support for the 
safety of road workers and ev-
eryone on the road, the Michi-
gan Department of Transporta-
tion (MDOT) and its statewide 

safety partners ask you to Go Orange next Wednes-
day, April 22. At home or in the field, show your 
support by sharing a photo on social media of you 
or your team wearing orange, including the hashtags 
#Orange4Safety and #NWZAW.

Know before you go. Check www.Michigan.gov/
Drive for active work zones on state roads (US, M 
and I routes).

FAST FACTS:
•  N a t io n a l  W o r k  Z o n e  

A w a r e n e s s  W e e k  i s  A p r i l  
2 0 -2 4 .

•  A  q u a l i t y  t r a n s p o r t a t io n  
s y s t e m  t o  d e l iv e r  g o o d s  i s  
m o r e  e s s e n t ia l  t h a n  e v e r. 

•  S lo w  d o w n  t h r o u g h  w o r k  
z o n e s  a n d  s t a y  f o c u s e d  a t  
a l l  t im e s .

Six States see lowest gas prices in over a decade, a dozen 
have sub-$1 gas available

Gas in Cedar Springs was $1.39/gallon 
Wednesday. Photo by L. Allen.

Wisconsin, Kentucky, Michigan, Oklahoma, see lowest gas prices in roughly 
6,000 days; Minnesota and Illinois selling gas for less than a cup of coffee

Gas in Gowen was $1.11 last week. 
Photo by L. Allen.

GasBuddy, the travel and navigation app that is used by millions of drivers to save    money on gas, reports that 
six states have surpassed their lowest average gas prices in over a decade, while five of those states are seeing 
the lowest prices since the early 2000’s. In the case of Wisconsin, gas prices haven’t been this low in 6,621 days. 
States with lowest average prices in over a decade

Examining millions of fuel transactions from the company’s 
Pay with GasBuddy program, gasoline demand plummeted in 
Q1 as Americans across the country were ordered to stay home 
in light of COVID-19. The most recent data is even steeper, with 
transactions in April showing that gasoline demand has eroded by 
50-70% over levels in late February and early March, with mil-
lions of Americans continuing to follow stay-at-home orders and 

not venturing out on the road. 
In addition to some states seeing the lowest pric-

es in over a decade, GasBuddy counts over a dozen states that now 
have low prices under $1 per gallon: Arkansas, Colorado, Iowa, 
Kansas, Kentucky, Michigan, Mississippi, Missouri, New York, 
Ohio, Oklahoma, Virginia and Wisconsin.

“To have thought at the beginning of the year we’d be in the 
place we are would truly have been impossible, new and multi-
year records continue to be written when it comes to gasoline pric-
es,” said Patrick De Haan, head of petroleum analysis for Gas-
Buddy. “It’s staggering to know that in five of these six states we 
haven’t seen these gasoline prices in over 15 years, and for many 
of us, we watch from the living room window, adhering to the 
orders to stay at home. But there is strong potential that we will see 
gas prices this summer far lower than our previous expectations, 
and I’m hopeful by then we’re safely able to enjoy it.”

“With another drop in the national average from a week ago, 
we’ve made it eight straight weeks of decline, and for the first time 
in GasBuddy’s 20-year history, we have two cities that are averag-
ing under $1 per gallon. That’s right-not a single station under $1, 

but the entire city average. Truly 
unprecedented demand destruc-
tion has been dismantling ex-
pensive gas prices everywhere,” 
said DeHaan. “With oil again at 
new multi-decade lows, we still 

have room for prices to fall nearly countrywide, though areas with 
lower prices will see little decline, take Wisconsin for example, 
while higher priced states like California have the most room to 
decline. With the wounds to the oil industry growing deeper, it’s 
becoming more likely that even after most Americans return to 
work, there will be a hangover to the low prices that many motor-
ists will eventually be able to take advantage of.”

Grand Rapids gas prices have fallen 6.1 cents per gallon in the 
past week, averaging $1.48/g Monday, according to GasBuddy’s 
daily survey of 246 stations. Gas prices in Grand Rapids are 37.4 
cents per gallon lower than a month ago and stand 128.0 cents per 
gallon lower than a year ago.

According to GasBuddy price reports, the cheapest station in 
Grand Rapids is priced at $1.11/g today while the most expensive 
is $1.65/g, a difference of 54.0 cents per gallon. The lowest price 
in the state today is $0.96/g while the highest is $2.39/g, a differ-
ence of $1.43/g.

The national average price of gasoline has fallen 5.0 cents per 
gallon in the last week, averaging $1.78/g today. The national av-
erage is down 33.1 cents per gallon from a month ago and stands 
106.4 cents per gallon lower than a year ago.

In Cedar Springs on Wednesday, the lowest gas price in Cedar 
Springs was $1.39/gallon and the highest $1.44. Sparta had gas 
from .99 cents to $1.08.
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We’re Open 
For Your Appliance Needs 

Furniture, Appliance & Mattress 

6481 S W Greenville Rd. 
Greenville, Mi 48838 

Northtown, Greenville 

616-754-6101 

Delivery, Layaway, and  
Gift Certificates 

Available 

Serving  
The Community  

For 45 Years! 

NNOORRTTHHTTOOWWNN  
Larry’s 

We’re Open 
For Your Appliance Needs 

Furniture, Appliance & Mattress 

6481 S W Greenville Rd. 
Greenville, Mi 48838 

Northtown, Greenville 

616-754-6101 

Delivery, Layaway, and  
Gift Certificates 

Available 

Serving  
The Community  

For 45 Years! 

NNOORRTTHHTTOOWWNN  
Larry’s 

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

266501

SERVICING THE GREENVILLE AREA AND SURROUNDING AREAS. WE GO ALL OVER!

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

Quality Service and Value for 39 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store

4395 14 mile rd ne Rockford, MI 49341

watsonrockford.com
616-884-5899

M&W 9-8 • TU, TH, & F 9-6 • SAT 9-3 • CLOSED SUNDAYS

FIND US ON

check out our e-edition at  http://cedarspringspost.com/e-newspaper-2/
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S u p p o r t  y o u r  l o c a l  r e s t a u r a n t s  a n d  c o m m u n i t y .

S T A Y  I N .  

Call (616) 696-09994025 17 Mile Rd | Cedar Springs
(same parking  lot as TSC)

CARRY OUT AND CURBSIDE PICK UP AVAILABLE

Check out facebook for daily specials 

FULL MENU
Hours: 
Tuesday-Thursday 

11am to 9pm
Friday and Saturday 

11am to 10pm
Sunday 2pm to 8pm

We have beer, 
wine, spirits/liquor, 
and a Dutch themed 

food menu.

Bier Distillery • 5295 West River Dr. NE
Monday - Thursday:  Noon - 8pm • Friday & Saturday:  Noon - 9pm • Sunday:  Noon - 6pm

616-888-9746 • http://www.BierDistillery.com/OrderOnline • Located just one mile East of 5/3 Ball Park

We have and are making lots of hand sanitizer.

TheRedBirdBistro & Grill

            Mussel Mondays 
                      2lbs of Mussels & a Bucket of 
                      6 domestic bottles of beer 
                      or a bottle of house wine 
                      $20.00 

T-Shirt Tuesdays
Wear your Red Bird T-Shirt on 
Tuesdays and get 20% off your 
food bill and all day happy hour 
drink prices.

Why Not Wednesdays 
Why not join us for our 
signature cheeseburger & 
domestic draft beer  

The

Red Bird
Bistro & Grill

$8

22 N. Main Street • Cedar Springs
616.263.9784

www.redbirdbg.com

Hours:
M - Th 11am - 10pm
F - Sat 11am - 11pm
Sunday 11am - 9pm

Happy Hour:
M - F 

2pm - 6pm

22 N. Main St. 
Cedar Springs 

616.263.9784 
www.redbirdbg.com
Hours: M-Th 11am-9pm

Sat 10am-10pm
Sun 10am-8pm

SEE SPECIALS at www.facebook.com/TheRedBirdBistroandGrill/

Curbside 
takeout
Tues - Sat 
11am-8pm

delivery
Tues - Sat
12pm-2pm 
and
5pm-8pm

Call 616-263-9784 
to place your order

WE’RE OPEN!

Traditional Southern 
Style Smokers
 SATURDAYS 
11AM-7PM

DELI HOURS:
Tues-Thurs 11am - 3pm 

Fri-Sat11am - 7pm

INSIDE HANDY MKT. 4848 18 MILE ROAD | CEDAR SPRINGS MI
(Corner of 18 Mile & Northland Dr.)

mokeymokey
aturdaysaturdays

616.439.3010

10% OFF for workers in the 
medical field.

• Hot Tea • Hot Coffee • Cold Micro-brewed Sodas • Cold Tea
 • Natural Health Remedies • and more...

90 N. Main St Suite B 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
www.perrysplacellc.com

616-439-0890
find us on Facebook

Open Monday to Saturday 11 am to 6 pm 

2241 N.Bass Lake Road      
Pierson, MI
Call 616 636 5260    

Check our Facebook page for our limited menu and daily specials.        

Tuesday through Saturday 4-8pm. 

HERMAN’S BOY INC.
Roastery • Bakery • Confectionery • Smokehouse

Hours: Weekdays and Saturday 7:30am - 6pm
Sunday 10am - 5pm

Walk-ins welcome as is call ahead, we will 
bring out to the parking lot. 

Limited delivery. 
Dinner Specials EVERY DAY.

220 Northland Dr. • Rockford MI • 616-866-2900 • hermansboy.com

COVID iPRAT team comprised of staff members from across the 
Public Health Administration Division of Communicable Diseas-
es. The COVID iPRAT was designed to help prevent

COVID-19 infections and contain the spread of COVID-19 
in long-term care facilities. The team will work closely with the 
Medical Services Administration, Michigan Long-Term Care 
Ombudsman, Michigan

Licensing and Regulatory Affairs and local health department 
partners.

Through the iPRAT, local health departments and long-term 
care facilities in their jurisdiction will have access to training 
on the latest MDHHS, Centers for Disease Control and Preven-
tion (CDC), and the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
guidance. Additionally, facilities will receive focused review of 
infection control policies and procedures, standardized trainings 
and protocols, remote contact tracing assistance and remote facil-
itation of an Infection Prevention and Control Assessment using 
CDC’s Tele-ICAR tool.

“The spread of COVID-19 has had a significant impact on res-
idents and employees at Michigan’s long term care facilities,” 
said Gov. Gretchen Whitmer. “A strong cross department, state 
and local partnership will help combat the spread of this virus and 
protect residents and staff of these facilities.”

MDHHS has also established a regional hub strategy to assist 
in reducing the spread of COVID-19 within congregate care 
settings. COVID-19 Regional Hubs are dedicated to treating 
COVID-19-affected individuals from congregate care settings 
who do not require hospital-level care.

COVID-19 Regional Hubs will be designated by MDHHS and 
announced as they are established. Facilities across the state are 
being considered for this model based on willingness to serve as a 
hub facility, capacity to contribute to local need for services, prox-
imity to acute care facilities experiencing high COVID-19-related 
demand, ability to effectively quarantine COVID-19-affected res-
idents and performance history of the facility. COVID-19 Region-
al Hubs will be required to complete enhanced reporting to the 
department on a daily basis.


