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Eagle Scout breaks ground 
on new pavilion

Scout Kevin Galloway and Cedar Springs Mayor Pro-Tem Pamela Conley break ground on the new Morley 
Park Pavilion. Photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

Sixteen-year-old Kevin Gal-
loway hit a new milestone in 
his Eagle Scout project last 
Friday, when he held a cere-
monial ground breaking for the 
new 20x36 pavilion that will 
be built in Morley Park, behind 
the Cedar Springs Museum.

The sophomore at Cedar 
Springs High School has been 
working on the project for two 
years. He originally wanted to 
repair the gazebo that used to 
be in the park. However, it was 

deemed structurally unsafe, 
and torn down, so Galloway 
had to start from scratch. The 
community rallied around 
Galloway’s project, and he 
was able to raise $18,500 
to fund the project. Several 
business people in the com-
munity are also working with 
Galloway on the project.

“I want to thank the City of 
Cedar Springs and the com-
munity for their encourage-
ment and support,” remarked 
Galloway.

 He said that the 20 x 36 

pavilion would add endless 
possibilities of different uses 
in the park. “I can vision 
many family and communi-
ty events here in the future. 
The pavilion, with its main-
tenance free design, handicap 
accessibility, and capacity to 
hold 10 picnic tables, should 
serve this community well,” 
he added.

Galloway said that the 
pavilion kit is on order, and 
should be here in six to eight 
weeks.
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Woman grief-stricken over poisoned pets
By Judy Reed

A Cedar Springs woman lost two be-
loved family dogs within hours of each 
other last weekend, apparently the vic-
tims of poisoning.

Nancy Watson, who lives in the City 
of Cedar Springs, said she woke up 
shortly after 8 a.m., when she heard her 
black lab, Kobe, stumbling around in the 
dining room outside her bedroom door. 
She knew something was terribly wrong 
as she watched Kobe stumble around the 
fenced in backyard and finally lie down, 
where he died. “He was just the sweetest 
dog,” said Watson.

Kobe had vomited something bright 
blue, and had bright blue dog droppings.

Watson’s father came and picked her 
and Kobe up, and they buried Kobe on 
her father’s property. Watson said that 
when she returned home, about 9:30, she 
let her other dog out, a small dog named 

Kobe, the Watson’s black lab. Ruby, the family’s other pet. Blue pellets (believed to be rat poison) 
found in the yard of the beloved pets. 

Ruby, while she called her daugh-
ter to tell her that Kobe had just 
died. By 10:20, Ruby was dying 
at her feet, and gone within a few 

minutes.
Watson called police, who 

referred her to animal control. 
“The first question they asked 

me was, ‘is anyone out to get you?’ 
I’ve never had a problem in the five 

West Michigan Hawks open preseason Saturday
There’s a brand 

new semi-pro foot-
ball team in town—
and unlike past semi 
pro teams, many of 
the players are from 
right here in Cedar 
Springs. 

The West Michi-
gan Hawks are asso-
ciated with the Minor 
League Football Al-
liance (MLFA), and 
will be hosting their 
first pre-season game 
on Saturday, May 2, 
at 7 p.m. at Skinner 
Field, against the 
Lake Michigan Hav-
oc. Tickets are $3 a 
person and children 
ages 8 and under are 
free.

According to own-
er and coach David 
Lange, the Hawks have 
been very involved in var-
ious community service ac-
tivities. Not only have they 
donated money to organi-
zations such as the Down 

Syndrome Awareness, but 
they have put in their time 
and effort in helping Cedar 
Springs with various clean 
up events as well. 

“It’s not just about play-

ing football. It’s about mak-
ing a positive impact within 
your community. It’s about 
creating a team that strives 

for excellence on and off 
the field. Cedar Springs has 
been an amazing place for 
the Hawks and we could not 

be more proud to represent 
Cedar Springs and West 
Michigan. Community ser-

hawks - continues on page 13



Cedar Trails teacher wins “Cool Teacher” 
award

Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 34 years

Alena Gray 
from Howard 
City will exhib-
it “Animals,” 
a needlework 
piece, and Brad-
ley Hall, of Sand 
Lake, will exhib-
it “Spring Rain,” 
a framed paint-
ing.

Four winners 
will be chosen—
one by a panel of 
celebrity judges, 
two by public 
vote and one special juried award—and sponsored in ArtPrize, 
the world’s largest art competition.   

The public is invited to view the art and cast their ballots on 
Tuesday, May 5 and Wednesday, May 6, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at 
the Grand Rapids Art Museum in downtown Grand Rapids. Mei-
jer has graciously provided free admission to the GRAM on both 
days of public voting. Votes can also be cast online. Online voters 
may visit the LTAC Facebook page, www.facebook.com/Legacy-
TrustAwardCollection, on May 5 and 6 for a link to online voting.

Winners of LTAC 2015 will be announced the week of May 
11.  Along with having their artwork entered into ArtPrize, the 
winning artists will each receive a cash prize of $500. All entry 
fees and promotion expenses for ArtPrize will be paid by Legacy 
Trust, which has secured the high-profile DeVos Place venue for 
the winning artists during ArtPrize.

ArtPrize, an international art competition that draws tens of 
thousands of people to West Michigan each fall, returns to Grand 
Rapids for its seventh year on Sept. 23 through Oct. 11. It debuted 
with much enthusiasm in 2009 and participation has soared in the 
following years. This year is expected to see a continued increase 
in community engagement and entries.
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Car Rentals • Van Rentals • Full Repair Facility

54K MILES, 
PWR MOON, 
HTD LEATHER, 
PWR 
EVERYTHING, 
SHARP!    

2010 DODGE AVENGER R/T

$11,995

$14,995

V-6, 82K MILES, 
3RD ROW SEAT, 
REAR AIR, 
NAVIGATION, 
PWR SEATS       

2009 CHEVY TRAVERSE LT

Hours: Mondays & Wednesdays 9a.m.-7p.m. • Tuesdays, Thursdays, Fridays 9a.m.-6p.m. • Saturdays 9a.m.-2p.m.

121 W Washington St. Greenville, MI 48838
Corner of M-57 & M-91 DoWntoWn GreenvIlle

616-754-7195
1-800-557-7171

ONLY 65K 
MILES, V-6, 
AUTO, HTD 
LEATHER, PWR 
EVERYTHING, 
NICE! 

2004 BMW Z4 CONVERTIBLE 

$12,995

$8,995

4X4, 4.7L V-8, 
AUTO, HTD 
LEATHER, 
PWR MOON, 
TOW PKG, 
NICE!        

2003 TOYOTA 4RUNNER
STOW-N-GO, 
REAR AIR, 
DUAL SLIDERS, 
PWR SEAT, 
CLEAN 
1-OWNER! 

2007 CHRYSLER PACIFICA 
3RD ROW, 
4.0L V-6, 
HTD LEATHER, 
PWR MOON, 
ARIZONA 
VEHICLE!

LONG bOX, 
4.3L V6, AUTO, 
95,000 MILES, 
ALLOYS,   
ARIZONA 
TRUCK!      

2006 GMC SIERRA 1500

raywinnieautosales.comraywinnieautosales.com

$20,995

ALL WHEEL 
DRIVE, 
NAVIGATION, 
HTD LEATHER, 
71K, FULLY 
LOADED! 

2011 FORD EDGE SEL 

3800 V-6 SUPER-
CHARGED, 
LEATHER, 
LOADED, 
CLEAN ARIZONA 
CAR! 

2003 PONTIAC BONNEVILLE 

$8,995

2010 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY 

$6,995

$11,995

SSEI

 LIMITED TOURING

$7,995

LIMITED

Two area artists to 
showcase work 
Public can vote in competition for artists 
with disabilities

Two area residents are among 85 Michigan artists who will 
showcase their artwork in the 2015 Legacy Trust Award Collec-
tion for a chance to be sponsored in ArtPrize.

For the sixth consecutive year year, Legacy Trust is sponsoring 
a statewide art competition for adult artists with disabilities, in an 
effort to bring their voices and vision to ArtPrize, an international 
art competition that draws tens of thousands of visitors to Grand 
Rapids each year. Artists from Ada to Zeeland across the Lower 
Peninsula and into the UP have submitted artwork.

Bradley Hall, of Sand Lake, will exhibit his paint-
ing “Spring Rain.” 

Alena Gray, of Howard City, will exhibit this needlework piece ti-
tled “Animals.”

Brewery begins site work

Photos by J. Reed.

The Cedar Springs Brewing 
Company finally began site 
work at the southwest corner of 
Main and Maple Streets Mon-

day. They encountered a delay, 
however, when, according to 
owner David Ringler, they dis-
covered during the course of 
the work that the building next 
door, which houses Liquor 

Hut, has no founda-
tion. He said they 
are taking care not to 
damage the building, 
and had their engi-
neers out at the site 
Wednesday morning 
to work out the loca-
tion before they begin 
to pour concrete.

Mary Graf, a first 
grade teacher at Ce-
dar Trails Elementa-
ry in Cedar Springs, 
was named the latest 
teacher to receive 
the WGVU “Cool 
Teacher” Award. 
WGVU honored 
Graf and her class 
with a pizza par-
ty on Thursday, April 23, which also happened to be Graf’s 

teacheR - continues on page 13 WGVU honored Graf and her class with a pizza party on Thursday, April 23.

Mary Graf, right, received the WGVU 
“Cool Teacher” Award.

The Post travels to Graceland
Former Cedar Springs resident Val 

Palmer traveled recently to Mem-
phis, Tennessee, where she visited 
Graceland, the home of the late El-
vis Presley, as well as Loretta Lynn’s 
home. And she took a Post with her! 
Val traveled with Gary Tripp, Becky 
Evans, and Victor Evans. Thanks so 
much for taking us with you!

Are you going on vacation? Take 
the Post with you and snap some 
photos. Then send them to us with 
some info to news@cedarsprings-
post.com or mail them to Post trav-
els, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 
49319. We will be looking for yours!
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Don’t forget to 
VOTE on road 
funding May 5

A special statewide election will be held on Tuesday, May 
5, to decide whether to increase taxes for road maintenance 
and its outcome will affect every household in Michigan. 
Some school districts also have proposals on the ballot, but 
here in Cedar Springs and the surrounding area, we will 
only be voting on Proposal 1. The Post is rerunning an arti-
cle we published recently by The Mackinac Center for Pub-
lic Policy, which breaks down the proposal, and there is a 
link at the end for further information.

New study analyzes impact of 
Proposal 1 on taxpayers

The Mackinac Center for Public Policy published a new 
analysis of Proposal 1, which voters will be asked to ap-
prove or reject on May 5. The proposal increases taxes by 
$2 billion and aims to dedicate most of that revenue for 
future road construction and maintenance. In addition to re-
viewing the proposed constitutional and legislative chang-
es, this new study estimates how Proposal 1 would impact 
the typical Michigan household.

James Hohman, author of the study and assistant director 
of fiscal policy at the Mackinac Center, used data from the 
U.S. Census Bureau, U.S. Department of Transportation 

PRoPosal - continues on page 13Montcalm County Sheriff Deputies briefly closed M66 in Montcalm County last 
Friday, April 24, between Lake Montcalm Road and Cannonsville Road so an air-
plane could take off. 

The crop duster, owned by Heritage AG Aerial Application from Lakeview, had 
to make an emergency landing on M66 on April 7 due to engine troubles. The plane 
had been parked at a nearby apple orchard, while repairs were made to the engine. 

The pilot was able to make a successful take off and M-66 was then reopened to 
traffic.

Road becomes runway

FFA celebrates busy winter
By FFa Reporter Riley Ross

696-9340 • 326 Main St., Cedar Springs
FLOOR COVERINGS • DRAPERIES

Making Homes Cozy for 62 Years

Find us online at michigan83.com/kent-county

When most people think 
of farming and agriculture in 
winter, they envision down-
time and “mending your har-
ness.” But for members of the 
Cedar Springs FFA, winter is a 
busy time.  Leadership is a fo-
cus in the Cedar Springs FFA 
and the future belongs to those 
who prepare for it. 

Each fall kicks off with a 
Big Buck contest. Everyone in 

the high school is invited to en-
ter. Trophies are given, and this 
year’s winners are John Shaw 
and Zack Cardinal. Congratu-
lations! 

After the first of the year, 
Nate Schoen organized and 
led the FFA fishing tourna-
ment. Members gathered at 
Bass Lake and fished all day. 
Winners were determined by 
dividing fish weight by length. 

This year’s winners were Kev-
in Galloway and Dylan Tanis.

Several members showed 
their leadership skills by earn-
ing honors and participating in 
Leadership Contests. There are 
levels of competition that have 
to be achieved to advance. First 
level is Districts, then Regions, 
then on to the State level.  

Cedar hosted six schools 
in their districts and Nicole 

Kaupa and Justin Davis com-
peted in the Job Interview con-
test. Kaupa earned the Silver 
Award. Justin Davis earned the 
right to compete at Regionals 
with a Gold Award. Also pol-
ishing their leadership skills 
were Adam Parker and Ian 
Savickas who competed in the 
Demonstration Contest. Park-
er and Savickas earned gold 
at the regional event in Lowell 
competing against the winners 
from the 3 districts.  The pair 
went all the way to the State fi-
nals to compete against the 11 
other winners from around the 
state earning a silver award. 
Congratulations to all of our 
FFA members for a job well 
done.

Leadership is not just lead-
ing a group of followers. It is 
helping your fellow classmates 
to learn how to make a differ-
ence in our world—by giving 
direction, a helping hand, and 
learning with others how to be 
the leaders of tomorrow. The 
FFA motto is “Learning to do, 
doing to learn, earning to live, 
and living to serve.”

Renter charged in murder of landlord

A 52-year-old Kent County 
woman was arrested Monday, 
for the December 2007 murder 
of Janna Kelly, 60, of Grand 
Rapids.

Kelly, a Vice President at 
Burr & Company Insurance 
Agency, 3351 Claystone SE, 
just off the East Beltline (near 
Burton), was last seen leav-
ing her job there on Decem-
ber 4, 2007, about 6:30 p.m. 
Co-workers became worried 
on December 5, 2007, when 

she didn’t report for work, 
but wondered if she had gone 
Christmas shopping. Later that 
afternoon, the company re-
ceived a call from a nearby car 
wash on Burton Street that said 
they found her wallet there. 
Her purse and jacket were 
also found there in the dump-
ster. Her credit cards were still 
inside the wallet. Her car was 
discovered in the 2100 block 
of Plymouth Avenue, but no 
clues were found inside.

Kelly was missing for three 
months. Her body was found 
on March 13, 2008, in Grand 
Haven Township, Ottawa 
County.

According to Capt. Mark 
Bennett, of the Ottawa County 
Sheriff’s Department, Sher-
iff’s office detectives and in-
vestigators from the Grand 
Rapids Police Department 
talked to many individuals and 
ran down numerous tips and 
leads over the years. But in 

June 2014, the Ottawa Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office Cold Case 
Team began a more intense 
review of this case.  Sheriff’s 
investigators were assisted by 
an investigator from the Grand 
Rapids Police Department.  

“Many hours were spent 
looking over documentation 
and data from the initial time 
period and also re-interviewing 
people surrounding the case,” 
explained Bennett. “In addi-
tion, members of the Ottawa 
County Prosecuting Attorney’s 
Office have been involved in 
reviewing case information.”

On Monday, April 27, the 
Sheriff’s office arrested a 
former tenant of Kelly’s and 
charged her with open murder. 
Robin Root, 42, had rented a 
home near Kelly, and fell be-
hind in rent. Kelly reported-
ly took her to court and was 
awarded $3,000 in March 
2007. 

Root told police she went 

to Kelly’s home the evening 
of December 4. She admitted 
she pushed Kelly, and she was 
knocked unconscious. Root 
said she put Kelly in Kelly’s 
car trunk and left her over-
night. When she returned the 
next day and checked on her, 
Kelly was dead. So Root drove 
her car to the land in Grand 
Haven Township to dispose of 
her body. 

It’s unknown whether Root 
had any accomplices. Capt. 
Bennett said that the investiga-
tion is still ongoing.

 

Murder victim Janna Kelly

Robin Root
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Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Thursday 6:30 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays at 3:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Crystal Gould 616-636-5615

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

two Services: 
9:30AM & 
11:15AM
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     Pioneer Christian Reformed Church 
  Services at Cedarfield Community Center 
      3592 17 Mile RD NE (Next to Meijer) 
 Phone: 696-9120  Web: www.pioneercrc.org 
           Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM 
                     Pastor: Jim Alblas   
 

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pastor: Jim Alblas

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh
Pastor Craig S. Carter

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta, MI 49345
616.550.6398

Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
Nursery & Children Ministry Provided

www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org 

St. John Paul II Parish
A Warm and Welcoming Catholic Community
3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30pm • Sundays at 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sundays @ 
9:45 AM 

& 11:15 AM

135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Oak & Grant) | 616.696.2970
w w w. t h e s p ri n g s c h u rc h . i n f o

























Pastor Steve Lindeman

Sunday ScheduLe:
TWO WOrShiP SerViceS  at 9:00 a.m.
 and 11:00 a.m.

SuPerViSed nurSery care PrOVided
10:00 a.m.  coffee Fellowship downstairs
10:15 a.m.  christian education FOr aLL aGeS

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 5pm
Sunday Youth Group 6:30pm 
Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

F i r s 
b a p t i s t  c h u r c h

of cedar springs

233 S. Main Street
696-1630

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

Pastor: Robert Eckert
sunday Worship: 10 aM

Bible study: 11:15 aM Monday

enhance fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
www.coumc.com

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm

Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

Pastor Craig T. Owens
http://craigtowens.com

Worship Every Sunday at 10:30am
810 17 Mile Road, Cedar Springs

at the corner of 17 Mile and Olin Lakes
www.cscalvary.org

(616) 222-5020

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

From the Pulpit

is online @ 
w w w . c e d a r s p r i n g s p o s t . c o m
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at home or away... 
we’re just a click away!

You are stuck 
with You

 
On a visit to my hometown, I took 

the time to drive by the house that 
had been my childhood home. It was 

largely unchanged except that it seemed so much smaller. 
Surely, the house, and what I thought had been a sprawling 
front yard, had shrunk over the years. But the neighborhood 
itself had gone to seed.

Homes were completely abandoned. Once beautiful 
yards were overgrown. Everywhere I looked I saw the same 
thing: dilapidated, deteriorating, run-down houses. So what 
happened? It was a failure of vigilance more than anything 
else. Everyone moved out or moved on, and homes that 
aren’t lived in break down.

The same can be said for our hearts. By “heart,” of 
course, I’m not speaking of the cardiovascular system, 
but the mysterious, inner person. The admonition from the 
Hebrew sage goes: “Above all else, guard your heart, for 
everything you do flows from it.” He was addressing the 
spiritual center of the person, for the heart can become as 
overrun as an abandoned home, as fallen into disrepair as 
a forsaken neighborhood if one doesn’t stay with it. And I 
mean exactly that: you have to occupy that space, living at 
the center of who God has made you.

It’s tempting to run away from who you are, moving out 
and moving on, but at the end of the day (literally and met-
aphorically) you have to come home to yourself. And home 
will not be a very pleasant place if you haven’t taken care of 
the space, if you have no center—no core—if you haven’t 
taken care of where you live. Put bluntly, you are stuck with 
you; and if you have let your heart go to seed, how can you 
ever be happy occupying a place like that?

Chris Hurst, a young songwriter from Nashville, asks this 
question: “How do you break a heart?” He answers, “You 
abandon it. Slip out in a moment of weakness and vulnera-
bility; when it has turned its back. Leave it lonely. A heart 
cannot be crushed, pierced, or gagged. It must be neglected. 
Then and only then will it break.”

Guard your heart and you might learn to love the person 
God has made you to be and the life he has given you to 
live. Give your heart the attention it deserves, and you just 
might discover a wonderful place to call home.

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist, blogger, 
pastor, and author of multiple books. Visit his website at 
www.ronniemcbrayer.net.

Pastor Dick Nichols
ceDar creek commuNitY 

church
2969 14 mile road, sparta

whY? or whY Not?
You can be sure that at least once in everyone’s life, 

something so difficult and painful will happen that we 
will ask, “God…why?” So many things in life seem unex-
plainable; why does a tornado destroy one house and leave 
another untouched? Why does one brother prosper while 
another struggles all of his life? Why did the tumor come 
back when the doctor said he thought he got it all? We all 
have these types of questions in this life; the list is endless. 

Sometimes we encounter circumstances, events and situ-
ations that make it seem like the entire world is collapsing 
around us. Things make no sense at all. And, if there is a 
purpose behind it, we can’t see it. So, we will turn to the Bi-
ble for comfort and read scripture like, “And we know that 
in all things God works for the good of those who love him, 
who have been called according to his purpose” (Romans 
8:28, New International Version).

Before my wife and I accepted Jesus Christ as our Lord 
and Savior, there were some painful and difficult events in 
our family, and we heard this verse quoted to us more than 
once from well-meaning friends, and we didn’t find any 
consolation in it. Now that Jesus is our Lord, we have an 
understanding that we couldn’t have before.  

Do all things work together for good? My answer to this 
question is now an emphatic YES! But there still remains 
the inevitable question “are all things good?” that can only 
be answered emphatically NO! The difference is that we 
know now that the Lord can turn harrowing circumstances 
around and literally cause everything to work together for 
good. It’s tough for many of us to grab hold of the idea that 
God doesn’t let anything go to waste in our lives. He has 
a purpose and a reason for everything that happens in the 
lives of his followers and will even use the bad and difficult 
things to produce good on our behalf.

I do not have to tell you that Romans 8:28 is one of the 
most beloved verses in the Bible. But there are times when 
this verse is misused and is thrown at those suffering, as 
if it could answer every question in life. That is the oppo-
site of what Paul the apostle intended. Some people think 
that after a tragedy, God will show up and make everything 
come out ok. Then, when life’s wrinkles don’t get ironed 
out, they wonder “where was God when…?”  

That is not the biblical view at all. We know now that 
God is there at the beginning, and God is there at the end, 
and he is there at every point in between. Simply put, this 
scripture lets Christians know that God was there before it 
all happened and he is still there when it is over, and that 
his plan is to serve a higher purpose and bring about good 
results. 

The Bible never asks us to pretend that tragedy isn’t trag-
edy, or to pretend that our pain isn’t real. The point is, we 
must see the active involvement of God in our circumstanc-
es. Paul taught, in Romans 5:3-4, that a believer’s faith and 
character must be refined, purified and tempered in order 
to grow and reach greater levels of maturity for God so he 
can make us into what he wants us to be, to do what he has 
called us to do.

PulPit - continues on page 13
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It’s good to be 
a Christian and 
know it, but it’s 
better to be a 
Christian and 

show it!

By this shall all men know 
that ye are my disciples, 

if ye have love one to 
another.

John 13:35

From God’s little instruction Book- honor Books
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haroLD e. schmaLtZ
Harold E. 
Schmaltz, 80, 
died Sunday, 
April 19, 2015, at 
St. Mary’s Mercy 
Health Center, 
Grand Rapids. 
Mr. Schmaltz, of 
Cedar Springs 
was born January 
17, 1935, in 
O w e n s b o r o , 
Kentucky, the son of George and Elsie 
(Martin) Schmaltz. He served in the U.S. 
Navy and attended Cheboygan County 
Normal and Central Michigan University. 
He is survived by eight children, two step-
children, twenty-four grandchildren, and 
one great-grand child. Children and spouses 
are: Deborah Patterson of Cheboygan, 
Michigan; Robert and Michele Schmaltz 
of Muscatine, Iowa; Rebecca and Matthew 
Stanley of Huntington Beach, California; 
Gregory and Brandy Schmaltz of Cheboygan, 
Michigan; Rev. David and Andrea Schmaltz 
of Roanoke Rapids, North Carolina; Eric 
and Lisa Schmaltz of Alanson, Michigan; 
Fred and Jessica Schmaltz of Rowlett, Texas; 
and Susannah and David Tanis of Sparta, 
Michigan and grandson Cody who shared a 
special relationship with Harold; Amanda 
Watkins of Cedar Springs, and Elizabeth and 
Jason Holloway Concord, North Carolina. He 
is also survived by special companion, Betty 
Schillim and close friend John Colombia. 
Mr. Schmaltz’ life was remarkable. He was 
raised on a farm in the Belding area and was 
awarded FHA and musical accolades as a 
young man. After graduation, Mr. Schmaltz 
served in the Navy for a short time, after 
which he pursued a teaching career at the 
Tannery School in Cheboygan and Midland’s 
Greendale #4 School. During this time he met 
and married Virginia Carlson. Also, of special 
note, he worked on the first painting crew of 
the Mackinaw Bridge in 1957, a job of which 
he was particularly proud. Mr. Schmaltz 
had such an interest in history, writing, and 
journalism he was destined for the newspaper 
business where he worked as manager, 
publisher, advertising executive, news-writer 
and reporter for such notable newspapers 
in the region as the Clinton County News, 
Gratiot County Herald, North Kent Leader, 
The Greenville Daily News, The River Valley 
Shopping News, The Record in Howard City, 
and the Big Rapids Daily Pioneer newspaper. 
His articles and reports where enjoyed 
by mid-Michigan residents for decades. 
He wrote many historical summaries and 
memorials for local veterans and was beloved 
for doing so. Mr. Schmaltz spent many years 
also in Kentucky and Alabama continuing in 
advertising, news and magazine writing and 
farm chemical sales. During this period he 
met and married Joan Watkins. Harold was an 
avid outdoorsman and taught his family how 
to hunt, fish, and enjoy nature by exploring 
local parks and camping tours throughout the 
country visiting national parks and historical 
sites. Mr. Schmaltz was involved in leadership 
in such organizations as the Rotary Club, 
Jaycees, Chamber of Commerce, Republican 
Party Executive Committee, and was an 
actor and president of the Gratiot Country 
Players. During his service in these clubs 
and organizations he received many awards 
for merit and his communication skills, his 
favorite being the special commission to 
Kentucky Colonel. He will be missed by his 
family, friends and many others for his love 
and passionate service to our communities. 
Cremation has taken place and a memorial 
service will be announced for this summer. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs.

 

cLara Jo Gust
Clara Jo Gust, 94 of Cedar Springs, 
passed away peacefully Saturday, April 
25, 2015 at Sanctuary at St. Mary’s. Mrs. 
Gust was born March 28, 1921 in Ovid, 
Michigan, the daughter of George and 
Nellie (Lockwood) Sillaway. She graduated 
from Cedar Springs High School, Class of 
1939 as Salutatorian. She was a member 
of the United Methodist Church and had 
worked at Pollocks Department Store 
and the Red Flannel Factory. She was an 
avid golfer, bowler and bridge player. She 
enjoyed traveling and spending time in 
Florida, was a wonderful mother and had 
a special love for her grandchildren and 
great grandchildren. Surviving are her 
children, Gary (Lolly) Gust, Joanne Gust; 
son-in-law, Tom Finch; grandchildren, Jeff 
(Barb) Gust, Michelle Tackmann, Elissa 
Hughes & Mike Mondy, Zachary (Connie) 
Hughes, Zeke (Mandy) Finch, Brianna 
(Garry) Genao; great grandchildren, Jason, 
Brooke and Jacob Gust, Isabelle Tackmann, 
Afton Glynn, Elizabeth and Annabelle 
Finch; several nieces and nephews. She was 
preceded in death by her daughter, Beverly 
Finch; six brothers and sisters. The family 
will greet friends Tuesday, June 9, at 10:00 
am until time of service at 11:00 am at the 
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar 
Springs. Pastor Steve Lindeman officiating. 
Interment Elmwood Cemetery, Cedar 
Springs. Memorials may be made to Susan 
G. Komen, 3949 Sparks Dr. SE, Suite 100, 
Grand Rapids, MI 49546.

Arrangements by  Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs
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in Loving memory of 
BeNJamiN waLL

Our loving Husband, Dad, Grandpa and 
Great Grandpa who joined the Lord fourteen 
years ago, April 30, 2001. Spring has come 
and so are all the memories of loving you. 
Our lives go on without you but nothing is 
the same. We have to hide our heartaches 
when someone speaks your name. Sad are 
the hearts that love you, silent the tears that 
fall. Living our lives without you, is the 
hardest part of all. You did so many things 
for us. Your heart was kind and true, and 
when we needed someone, we could always 
count on you. The special years will not 
return when we were all together, but with 
the love within our hearts a part of us went 
with you the day God took you home.

Greatly loved and missed by his loving 
wife Rosalynn; sons, Dennis (Cindy), 

Dean (Kristie); grandchildren Cory 
(Mandy), Zachary (Angie), Molly (Matt), 

Emily (Marshall), Nate (Kalle); great 
grandchildren, Megan, Cody, Allie, Abbie, 

Maddie, Izzy, Tristin, Ashley, Aubrey, 
Easton, Lilly and Landon Benjamin

50th anniversary

Many thanks to all my great family, friends, 
caterer and band members for helping me 
celebrate my 90th Birthday (including the 
gifts/cards)! I am so blessed to have all of 
you to make my special day so memorable!

Lucille Middleton,
Arine & Naila

Dan, Teresa & family

thomas w. smith 
May 24, 1945 to May 1, 2012 

Dad, 
Another year has gone by 
and we’re sending our love 
to your beautiful home 
in heaven above. 
You live on in our hearts 
and our thoughts every day 
We cherish the memories 
that will never fade away...... 

Deeply Loved and Missed. 
Marty, Dawn, Yvonne, and family 
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roGer & JuDY Becker
Roger & Judy Becker of Coral, Michigan celebrated their 50th wedding anniversary on 
May 1, 2015. They would like family, friends and neighbors to join in their celebration 
on Sunday May 31, 2015 from 1-4 pm at the Maple Valley Township Hall at 4662 
Bailey Rd Coral across from Tows Gas Station. Helping with their parents celebration 
are Mike & (Vel) Moore of Barryton, Roger & Marie Becker of Coral and James 
Becker of Lakeview. Roger grew up in Harvard, Michigan and Judy (Humphrey) grew 
up in the Cedar Springs area. Their first home was in Cedar Springs.
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HHometownometown
Happenings

hometown happenings articles are a community service for non-
profit	agencies	only.	Due	to	popular	demand	for	placement	in	this	
section, we can no longer run all articles. deadline for articles is 
Monday at 5 p.m. this is not guaranteed space. articles will run as 
space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions 
may apply. You now can email your hometown happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeek

Arts/entertAinment

$ DollarVille $
Cedar Rock Mall | 14 Mile Rd., Rockford

Locally owned and Operated

616-866-8912New Hours:   Sun 12-5; M-T-W  9am-6pm; 
Th-F 9am-7pm; Sat 9am-6pm

thru May 17th

Graduation 
Supplies

over 24 colors of tablecloths with 
napkins and plates to match!

All Dolls in 
JACK’s DEALS
20% OFF

May 1 & 2, 2015
Friday 7pm • Saturday 2pm & 7pm

Kent theatre
8 N. Main St., Cedar Springswww.kenttheatre.com

Live on 
Stage

616-696-SHOW(7469)

TickeTS: $500 

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

general admission

Come and journey with us as we watch the adult Jane Eyre recall the disturbing 
events of her childhood and young adulthood. We see some of her miserable 

upbringing as an orphan. We watch her go through trials at the infamous Lowood 
School, and then eventually her acceptance as governess at Thornfield Hall where 
she encounters its enigmatic master Edward Rochester. Jane eventually unravels 

the secrets of this mysterious place and finds her own personal epiphany.

cOming SOOn!

Koinonia Players presents

Jane Eyre
Written by Charlotte Bronte

adapted by Thomas Hischak, directed by Ruth Andrus

May 8-10

Wedded Bliss
Abyss

Live On Stage

May 15-17, 22-23

Here We Grow Again
May 2: A “Like New” sale (much Like a “Mom to Mom” sale) 
for Women and small children. This Saturday, May 2nd from 9 
AM - 3 PM. Solon Center Wesleyan Church, just north of 19 Mile 
Road. All proceeds will benefit the work of Alpha Family Center. 
Items include toys, clothing, books, videos & women’s clothing 
and accessories. For more information, please call Kathy at (616) 
696-3229, or email at scwc1@juno.com. For detailed information 
go to www.scwchurch.org. #17p

Kentucky Derby Party
May 2: Come have fun at a Kentucky Derby Party on Saturday, 
May 2nd from 4 to 12 pm. Watch the Kentucky Derby, enjoy 
music by the Gordon Thayer Band, food and raffles. Proceeds 
benefit 2nd Chance School. Sparta Moose Lodge, 11510 N. 
Division, Sparta. #17

Adoption Fundraiser
May 2: On Saturday, May 2nd Rockford Reformed Church will 
be hosting a huge adoption fundraiser garage sale from 9 am to 
3 pm! All proceeds from the sale will support Luke and Amanda, 
members of our church family, as they pursue adopting a child. 
Find great deals and help Luke and Amanda offset expenses 
involved with adoption! RRC is located at 4890 – 11 Mile Rd. 
NE. #17

Flat River Community Players Auditions
May 3-5: The Flat River Community Players will hold auditions 
for the musical “9 to 5”, music and lyrics by Dolly Parton, on 
Sunday May 3 at 1 pm and Monday and Tuesday, May 4 and 5 
at 7 pm at St. Paul’s Episcopal in Greenville. Director Amanda 
Hall and music director Katy McDonough are looking to cast 4 
adult women and 3 adult men, all of varying ages 20 and over, 
and one older teenaged boy. Also a mixed chorus of older teens 
on up. Auditioners should bring a prepared solo, Broadway song 
preferred, with either sheet music or recorded accompaniment. 
Five performances are scheduled for July 10-12 and July 17-18. 
Questions? Call the FRCP at 616-754-8207. Visit the Player’s 
website: www.frcp.org. #17

Dinner at the Legion
May 4: American Legion, 80 S. Main St. Cedar Springs, is 
hosting a baked chicken dinner on Monday, May 4th, from 5 – 
7 pm. Included will be mashed potatoes, stuffing, salad, veggies, 
rolls, drink and desserts. The cost is $9 for adults, children (15 
and younger) $4.00. Come and enjoy home cooking. Take out is 
available. 616-696-9160. #17p

Afternoon Read
May 4: Adult Book Discussion of the book “Gone Girl” by Gillian 
Flynn, will be on Monday, May 4th at 1 pm. If you’ve read the 
book, join us to talk about it. If you haven’t, stop by the Cedar 
Springs Public Library, 43 W. Cherry, to grab your copy. #17

God’s Kitchen in Cedar Springs
May 5,12,19,26: Join us for dinner every Tuesday. God’s Kitchen 
– Cedar Springs welcomes families from Northern Kent County 
and the surrounding area to a Tuesday Evening Meal. No charge 
– no registration required!  Served from 5:30 – 6:30 pm at the St. 
John Paul II Parish, 3110 – 17 Mile Rd., Cedar Springs. For more 
information, call the Church office at 616-696-3904. #17

Jiggly Wiggly Frog Hunting
May 5: This event is for children of all ages. Our staff will lead 
you on an excursion through the pond and swamps in an attempt to 
gather frogs for observation. While learning about Michigan frogs, 
we will provide refreshments and a light snack. Tuesday, May 5th 
from 6 to 8 pm at Howard Christensen Nature Center, 16190 Red 
Pine Drive, Kent City, 616-675-3158. A donation of $5 per person 
is appreciated. #17

Gaming Unplugged: Board Game 
Boredom Busters!
May 6: Unplug from electronics. Challenge your brain and your 
friends with games of strategy and imagination, from classic to 
cutting-edge. For all ages. Wednesday, May 6th at 6:30 pm at the 
Nelson Township/Sand Lake KDL Branch, 88 Eighth St., Sand 
Lake. #17 

Rummage Sale at North Kent Community 
Church
May 7-9: The North Kent Community Church Youth Group is 
holding a rummage sale and delicious bake sale on May 7 and 8 
from 9 am to 6 pm and May 9 from 9 am to 3 pm. All proceeds 
are going to help with the costs of a youth mission trip to Colima, 
Mexico where they will be helping with work projects and 
ministering to the children at the Hogar De Amor orphanages. #17

Hope Lutheran Sale
May 8,9: Stop in to see us! Lots of great pre-owned, clean 
merchandise just waiting to go home with you! Friday, May 8th 
from 9 am to 5 pm and Saturday, May 9 from 9 am to 1 pm. Hope 
Lutheran (Community) Church, 7000 Myers Lake Rd., Rockford. 
Contact Judy at 616-340-2820 for info. #17,18p

Fire Benefit
May 9: There will be a 15 Family Benefit Community Sale on 
Saturday, May 9th at the Frisbee Park – Scram Lake from 9 am 
to 5 pm. Come hunt for bargains and treasures priced to sell. Also, 
raffles and a silent auction. Band Jam starts at noon. A Horseshoe 
Tournament will be held with registration at noon, partners drawn 
at 12:30 and shoes fly at 1pm. $10 entry ($5 donation, $5 towards 
cash prizes). Lawn chairs encouraged. Concessions available! All 
proceeds go to Devin and Tracy Hallengren’s family who lost 
everything in a house fire. Go to www.facebook.com/firebenefit 
for all the latest info. #17,18p

Meet the Author
May 11: Come to Timothy C. Houenstein Reynolds Township 
Library and meet the author! Join Barbara Rylko-Bauer at the 
Howard City Library. Hear the story of her mother as “she endured 
three Nazi concentration camps and a forty-two day death march, 
spending part of this time working as a prisoner-doctor to Jewish 
slave laborers.” Monday May 11 at 6:30 pm. The library is located 
at 117 W. Williams in Howard City. #17

Computer Basics 2
May 12: So now you know how to turn on the computer, and 
you and the computer are getting to be friends. How do you save 
pictures? What is email? What is a flash drive? How do you 
move around inside the window? How do you open and close 
the window? The Cedar Springs Library, 43 W. Cherry, is having 
a Computer Basics Class on Tuesday, May 12th from 11 am to 
noon. Contact the library at 616-696-1910 to sign up. #17

Artists Wanted!
June 30: Artists Wanted! The Red Flannel Festival Art Review is 
entering its 3rd year and is once again seeking artists to compete 
for $900 in total cash prizes! Visit www.redflannelfestival.org for 
details and registration form. Deadline to register is June 30th! 
#16-18p

Fishing on the lake
A famous admiral and an equally famous general were 

fishing together when a sudden squall came up. When it 
died down, both eminent warriors were struggling help-
lessly in the water.

The admiral floundered his way back to the boat and 
pulled himself painfully in. Then he fished out the gener-
al, using an oar.

Catching his breath, the admiral sputtered, “Please 
don’t say a word about this to anyone. If the Navy found I 
can’t swim I’d be disgraced.”

 “Don’t worry,” the general said. “Your secret is safe. 
I’d hate to have my men find out I can’t walk on water.” 

answeRs - on page 13

NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM

SPENCER TOWNSHIP BRANCH
14960 Meddler Ave.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday & Wednesday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 5:00 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM
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“Everyone 
loves mom’s 

pie!”

Celebrate Mother’s Day With a Slice of Mom’s Chess Pie
By Janet Tharpe

Sharing Hometown Recipes, Cooking Tips and Coupons

What You Need
1 tbsp cornmeal
1 1/4 c sugar
2 tbsp flour
3 eggs
1 stick butter
1 tbsp vanilla
1 tbsp white vinegar
1 regular pie shell,  
   defrosted

Mom’s Chess Pie

Directions
• Preheat oven to 350 degrees.
• Melt butter in microwave.
• In large bowl, mix cornmeal, sugar 
and flour.

• Add eggs and butter.
• Cream thoroughly.
• Mix in vanilla and vinegar. 
• Pour into pie shell and bake for 45 
minutes.

www.justapinch.com/chesspie
Submitted by: Erin Latch, Savannah, TN (6,982)

Brought to you by American Hometown Media

Erin Latch
Savannah, TN

(pop. 6,982) 

This Mother’s Day, show mom how much she is 
appreciated by whipping-up Erin Latch’s Mom’s 

Chess Pie. Easy to make, kids can get into the kitchen to 
help too. Perfectly sweet, smooth and creamy, everyone will 
be asking for a second slice!

See step-by-step photos of Erin’s recipe plus thousands 
more from home cooks nationwide at: 

www.justapinch.com/chesspie
You’ll also find a meal planner, coupons and chances to 

win! Enjoy and remember, use “just a pinch”...

-Janet

Including:
• Library Activities
• Fairs & Festivals
• Special Events & Attractions
• Outdoor Activities
• Classes and Camps
• Vacation Bible Schools
• and more!
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theBeat
Boredom

Beat the Boredom
Size: 

Tabloid

Ad Deadline: 
May 4th, 2015

Publishing: 
May 7th, 2015

Media Consultants:
Cindy Lewis
979.942.4423

Marybeth Ford
616.520.5521

Distributed LOCALLY and throughout 
Northern Kent County, and parts of Montcalm 

and Newaygo counties
Contact your Media Consultant 
for More Information TODAY!

5,000 Print Copies and ovER 20,000 web visits!

Tips for Enjoying Port Wines
(StatePoint) There’s a 

wide world of wine out 
there to discover. If you find 
yourself reaching for the 
same few varietals time and 
again, consider expanding 
your range with Port, which 
is versatile in itself.

“Port is not just a wine 
to enjoy after dinner,” 
says David Guimaraens, 
head winemaker for Tay-
lor Fladgate, Fonseca and 
Croft. “The range of styles 
means you can enjoy Port 
as an aperitif, with dessert, 
or at a party.”

Port is one of the world’s 
great classical wines and is 
made in Portugal’s Douro 
Valley since the late 1600s. 
Portugal is the birthplace of 
true Port, which is defined 
as a fortified wine made 
from Portuguese grape va-

rieties and the addition of 
neutral grape spirit.

Depending on how it 
is aged, Port comes in a 
spectrum of styles, each of 
which can beautifully com-
plement meals or special 
occasions, and can be en-
joyed year-round. The most 
popular styles of Port are 
Ruby, Tawny and White. 
Here are a few tips and rec-
ommendations for getting 
the best use of them.

• Ruby Port such as Fon-
seca BIN 27, made by one 
of the most revered Port 
houses, is aged for three to 
four years in large oak vats 
to produce a full-bodied 
wine with intense, dark ber-
ry fruit flavors. It pairs well 
with chocolate, berries and 
spiced nuts. It also makes 
an excellent ingredient in 

cocktails, such as a Man-
hattan (in place of sweet 
Vermouth) or as the base of 
a punch or sangria.

• Tawny Ports are ma-
tured in small oak casks 
for 10, 20, 30 or 40 years. 
These elegant wines have 
an intense amber color, op-
ulent, jammy, nutty aromas 
and a rich flavor profile of 
figs and dried fruit, making 
them ideal for pairing with 
Pecan Pie, dried apricots, 
and desserts made with cof-
fee or caramel. Slightly chill 
a Taylor Fladgate 10 Year 
Old Tawny and enjoy as an 
aperitif with mixed nuts, or 
serve at room temperature 
at the end of a meal.

• White Port, which 
was first introduced in the 
1930s, is made from white 
Douro grape varieties and 

aged in large wood-
en vats. Lightly 
sweet with vibrant 
acidity and a velvety 
texture, dry white 
Port offers fruit 
aromas and flavors 
with light oak notes. 
Chill Fonseca’s Si-
roco Dry White Port 
for an elegant aper-
itif wine, or serve it 
alone or with pre-
mium Indian Tonic, 
such as Fever-Tree, 
and a sprig of mint 
or wedge of lemon.

• Don’t forget to 
savor your Port. A 
unique character-
istic of all Port is 
that an open bottle 
can last for up to six 
weeks when stored 
in a refrigerator.

With a bit of 
knowledge, you can 
get the best experi-
ence possible trying 
a new wine varietal.

(c ) Neirfy - Fotolia.com
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Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed

Clean up crew

Page 2
Pages 11-14

Memorial Day Sports

Pages 16-17

reaching around the world

page 2

Serving Northern Kent County and parts of Newaygo and Montcalm Counties

P   STThe
25¢

Presorted Standard
US Postage Paid

Permit No. 81
Cedar Springs, MI 

www.cedarspringspost.com

page 11

Post goes to Cave City

pages 6-7

Arts & Entertainment

page 8

Bloomin’ Summer Catch of the Week

page 2

Tallest sunflower?

Vol. XXVI   No. 31   Thursday, August 1, 2013

Vintage cars help raise funds 

for museum
By Tom Noreen

 
Even an overcast morning with a few sprinkles 

did not keep the 58 registered auto buffs from 

bringing their vintage wheels to Morley Park 

last Saturday, July 27, according to Cedar 

Springs Historical Museum Director Sharon 

Jett. The annual car show each summer is 

one of the museum’s biggest fundraisers.

Historical Society President Fred 

Gunnell, welcomed me to the 

show and Sally Grayvold 

wanted to make sure 

I got my name in 

the bucket for the 

50/50 drawing, 

which was won by 

Darwin Spear of 

Grand Haven.
There was a good 

mix of vehicles to look 

at as you walked the line. 

Some looked mint-out-of-the-

box such as Phil Harrison’s 1957 Chevy, 

while others were works in progress. There were 

sports cars, family sedans and pickup trucks. Some 

were stock and others were modified like Gene Niel-

sen’s 1935 Ford pickup he had been working on for 

the last 3-1/2 years. Carl Anderson had it in his barn 

for a number of years before Gene picked it up and 

started work on it.
One gentleman had a pair of 1940’s era military 

jeeps. One painted Army olive drab with a pedestal 

mount machine gun and the other in Air Force blue. 

Both had trailers and were in better shape than my jeep 

was in the 101st Airborne Division back in the 1970s.

Music by the Patin Sisters, Pat and RoseAnne, drift-

ed through the air along with the aroma of grilled hot 

dogs provided by the Cedar Springs FFA.

A big thank you to all the sponsors who helped make 

the fundraiser a success! 

Crash punctures dump truck gas tank

Solon Township 
shows off town hall

Solon’s new township hall has a 2,000-square foot meeting room that        

residents can rent. Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

A crash at the corner of 

Main and Muskegon Streets 

in Cedar Springs last week 

Thursday, July 25, resulted 

in a gas spill from a dump 

truck leaving a construction 

zone.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police officer Chad 

Potts, a jeep driven by Car-

oline Bartlett, 68, of Cedar 

Springs, was heading east-

bound on Muskegon Street 

about 2:45 p.m., when it 

approached the Main Street 

intersection and tried to turn 

right. When the driver real-

ized she couldn’t make the 

turn and was going to hit the 

barricade, she tried to abort 

the turn and went straight, 

and struck the driver’s side 

of a Dean’s Excavating 

truck that was heading north 

through the intersection. The 

crash ruptured the fuel tank 

on the dump truck and Ce-

dar Springs firefighters and 

others worked at the scene 

to clean up the spill.
Neither the driver of the 

jeep nor the driver of the 

dump truck, Gary Wall, 55, 

of Leroy, were transported 

to the hospital. They sought 

their own medical attention. 

In a related incident, a fire-

fighter at Main and Church 

Street was directing traffic 

away from the accident, 

when a southbound pickup 

with yellow lights rotating 

proceeded through that in-

tersection without stopping 

and bumped the firefighter 

with his mirror. He was not 

injured and no citation was 

issued.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police Chief Roger 

Parent, the truck was owned 

by Dean’s Excavating and 

had been called in to help 

with the cleanup. But the 

firefighter didn’t know that. 

Parent cautioned citizens 

to always stop and identify 

themselves if they need to be 

at the scene of an accident. 

“When in doubt, they should 

stop. They shouldn’t think 

that everyone knows what 

they are there for,” he said. 

By Judy Reed

Solon Township held an open 

house last Saturday, July 27 to 

show off the new township hall 

to residents. Throngs of visitors 

were treated to a hotdog lunch 

and other free refreshments, as 

well as a tour of the facility. The 

Solon Township Fire Department 

also had an engine there for kids 

to tour.
The township approved the 

building of the 6,000 square-

foot hall with community room 

in the fall of 2011. The building 

has 4,000 square feet of offices, 

a 2,000 square-foot community 

room, in floor boiler heat, 2x6 ex-

terior sidewalls, about four inches 

of spray foam insulation, a brick 

exterior, steel roof, LED lighting 

which operates automatically, 

some heated sidewalks, plenty of 

handicap parking, and a security 

system with cameras that can be 

viewed remotely. 
Supervisor Bob Ellick told the 

Post in June that the total cost of 

the building would be between 

$860,000 and $880,000 when 

completed.

Photo by 
Tom Noreen

Post photo by J. Reed.

Post photo by J. Reed.



The Cedar Springs Post Page 8   Thursday, April 30, 2015

OutdOOrs

(616) 754-6101
6481 Greenville Rd. • Northtown Greenville

Hours:  Mon.–Thur. & Sat. 9–6 • Fri. 9–7

Larry’s Northtown
Furniture & Appliance

Larry’s
NATIONAL NAME BRANDS

Ashley • Bestcraft • CatNapper • Lane

Trade-inSale!
Receive at Least
$150
trade-in on your old sofa and chair,
hide-a-bed or sectional toward the 
purchase of any new two-piece or
three-piece living room suite,
hide-a-bed or sectional in stock!

Receive at Least
$100

trade-in on your old sofa or love seat
toward the purchase of any new sofa
                           or love seat in stock!

Receive at Least
$75

trade-in on your recliner toward the 
purchase of any new recliner, rocker recliner 
or wall hugger in stock!

Delivery
and Layaway

Available!

Gift
Certifi cates
Available for

Mother’s
Day!

Larry’s 

Sells for 

Less!

Ashley • Best Craft • Catnapper • Lane

Mac’s
Rustic Sports

Your One Stop Sports Shop!

Sports Shop Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7am-8pm, Sat. - Sun. 6am-9pm
Convenience Store Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5am-10pm, Sat. 6am-10pm, 

Sun. 6am-9pm
519 Ensley • Howard City • 231.937.4372

Under             Ownership:NewNew Nick & Bob MacTavish

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
From Ranger steve Mueller

Those 
of the 
forest

Following the life of Snowshoe, a hare, in the book Those of the 
Forest, is joy in discovering natural history without textbook dry-
ness. The novel about the life and times of this northern Wisconsin 
animal describes ecology in an enjoyable manner and it applies to 
where we live. 

Wallace Byron Grange published his book in 1956 and it con-
tinues to sell for good reason. The story is about the events in 
Snowshoe’s world and introduces the reader to animals, plants, 
weather, climate, geology, changing seasons, and how all are intri-
cately intertwined. It is a fascinating excursion into nature niches.  

The accuracy and depth of Grange’s content exposes the read-
er to ecology without bogging one down. It simply takes us with 
Snowshoe through the forest, fields, and wetlands. The journey 
describes real inhabitants and their behavior where Snowshoe 
works to survive and it applies to wild places near our homes. 
Descriptions of plant and animals associations create a mental im-
age of the natural community for Those of the Forest. It heightens 
awareness of what we can discover when we explore outdoors 
and prepares us for spending time observing the real world though 
personal exploration with our families. 

We live farther south than snowshoe hares but most characters 
in the book will be familiar neighbors. Amazing aspects of the 
occurrences from the distant universe and the sun are revealed 
in the lives of those that have come and gone over the ages of 
Earth’s history, in this one small locality where Snowshoe lives. 
The coming and going of glaciers shaped the land and set the stage 
for Those of the Forest during the past million years. Five bil-
lion years of formative history for life are portrayed in the lives of 
those in the story. 

Habits of specific birds, mammals, insects, amphibians, snakes 
and others are woven together in a manner extraordinarily well. 
Whether it is obligate internal parasites or more casual parasites 
like mosquitoes, their role and impacts reveal the challenges liv-
ing things struggle with daily. Hormone fluctuations and breeding 
behavior influenced by Earth’s movement around the sun are sub-
tle and also drive Snowshoe’s color change from brown hair in 
summer to winters white.

I first the read the book in 1975 and have read it twice since. 
I have been careful not to reveal too much about Snowshoe’s 
experiences that could spoil the novel’s story. Re-reading is like 
watching a good movie repeatedly to discover new details missed 
during previous viewings. It will be helpful to have flower, tree, 
insect, bird, and mammal field guides or computer apps at hand 
to look up species that you might not know. I led a walk at Ody 
Brook Sanctuary this week and introduced participants to new 
unknown wildflowers and it provided a similar thrill of reading 
about the many species encountered when reading Those of the 
Forest. The book will undoubtedly introduce some unfamiliar 
species and details of their lives. 

Search the Internet for the title or author and enjoy reading this 
summer. Best of all, it will help you discover nature niches when 
you take your own outdoor explorations. 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be direct-
ed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net Ody 
Brook, 13010 Northland Dr, Cedar Springs, MI 49319-8433 or 
call 616-696-1753.

Prescribed burns

DNR collects walleye eggs for 
hatchery program

As many anglers know, 
much of Michigan’s in-
land-waters walleye fish-
ery is supported by hatch-
ery-raised fish. What many 
don’t know is that the 
source of those fish—the 
Muskegon River, below 
Croton Dam—is supported 
by hatchery-raised fish, too.

“There’s not a lot of natu-
ral reproduction in the sys-
tem,” said Rich O’Neal, the 
Department of Natural Re-
sources fisheries biologist 
who oversees the Muskeg-
on River watershed. “We’re 
getting very low production 
in the river. We’re not sure 
why, but we think water ve-
locity or water temperature 
could have something to 
do with it. We know we get 
good natural reproduction 

O’Neal estimates the 
population of the Muskeg-
on River spawning run at 
40,000 fish, about 18,000 
females. Most are migrants.

“There’s about two fish 
per acre that remain in the 
river,” he said. “The rest 
move down to Muskegon 
Lake or out into Lake Mich-
igan, as far north as Bay de 
Noc and down to Indiana. 
It’s been that way since the 
earliest tagging studies in 
the 1950s.”

Muskegon River wall-
eyes spawn over a period of 
three weeks to a month with 
most of the activity taking 
place in a 12- to 14-day pe-
riod, O’Neal said.

“Water temperature is the 
key,” he said. “They start 
at 37 to 38 degrees, by 40 
they’re really starting to 
move, and around 45 de-
grees is peak spawning.”

It took a three-man elec-
tro-fishing crew, led by 
Ed Pearce, the fisheries 
technician supervisor out 
of the DNR’s Plainwell 
office, a total of five trips 
to the river to capture the 
necessary brood stock. The 
first attempt, in late March, 
turned up too many fish that 
weren’t ready to go. But by 
the end of the month, the 

The Michigan DNR con-
duct several prescribed 
burns on April 28, with three 
of them in Montcalm Coun-
ty.

Two burns were in Fair-
plain Township. One 160 
acres and the other 41 acres. 
They burned timber and 
grass for the Karner blue 
butterfly habitat, and grass 
for upland bird habitat. 

The third burnwas in Eu-
reka Township (62 acres), 
also for Karner blue butter-
fly habitat enhancement.

The Karner blue butterfly 
is a federally listed endan-
gered species in Michigan.

Other prescribed burns in 

the state occurred in Arenac 
County (red pine manage-
ment), Monroe County (up-
land bird habitat and native 
grasses), Oakland County 
(to stimulate oak regenera-
tion), and Otsego (grass and 
shrubs for elk, deer and tur-
key).

Prescribed burns are 
planned to achieve specific 
objectives—often simulat-
ing the benefits of natural 
fires. The burns are conduct-
ed by highly trained DNR 
personnel in designated 
state-managed areas during 
appropriate weather con-
ditions and in cooperation 
with the proper authorities 

and local units of govern-
ment. Public safety is a top 
priority during all prescribed 
burns. Prescribed burns are 
used to: 

• Enhance wildlife habitat.
• Help with forest regen-

eration.
• Restore and maintain na-

tive plant life.
• Control invasive plant 

species. 
• Reduce the risk of wild-

fires.
Although prescribed burns 

are planned, they can be 
canceled at the last minute 
due to careful monitoring 
of weather and wind condi-
tions. 

hatcheRY - continues on page 9

DNR fisheries technician supervisor Ed Pearce flips a walleye into a holding tank on the electro-fishing boat.

further upstream.
“There are 3 to 4 billion 

eggs laid here when they’re 
spawning, but we’re just 
not getting fry production.”

It took a stocking effort to 
rebuild the Muskegon River 
population after it collapsed 
in the 1960s. O’Neal said 
sea lamprey predation—the 
preying of one animal on 
another—on adult walleyes 
was part of the problem, but 
alewife predation on juve-
niles also was a factor. “We 
saw that all over the Great 
Lakes,” he said.
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New/Prospective Family Open House
May 5, 2015 • 5:30 - 7:00 PM

Be our guest for dinner, campus tours, Q&A with teachers, administrators and parents

About CTA
✔ Small Class Sizes

✔ Flex Trac online for credit
 recovery & credit acceleration

✔ Middle School/Varsity Athletics

✔ Strong Character Focus

✔ High School/College Dual
 Enrollment

✔ Elective and class options for
 home school families

✔ Leadership Curriculum

✔ Highly Qualified Staff

✔ Music Program/Drama Club

#wearechargers

Creative Technologies Academy
Call today to reserve your spot!

616-696-4905

A FREE K-12 public school academy
authorized by Ferris State University

Red Hawks move to 2-0 
in conference action

Lady Red Hawks Tepin, Weiler, 
Marvel take firsts in track

The boys track and field 
team went on the road and 
handed a tough Forest Hills 
Northern squad a 73-64 de-
feat. 

“We knew coming into 
their home place, we had 
to open up and put up big 
performances in the field 
events,” said Coach Jeff 
Myers. “Our boys respond-
ed to the challenge. Not 
only did we accomplish 
what we needed in the field 
events, our depth in the dis-
tance and hurdles helped us 
to victory. We also found 
ways to earn points in the 
open sprint events,” he add-
ed.

Winning events for the 
Hawks were: MavRick Cot-
ten in the 100m dash, 110m 
and 300m hurdles and long 
jump; Austin Sargent in 
the 800m and 1600m runs; 
Taylor VanDyke in a league 

The Red Hawk Varsity 
girls track traveled to Forest 
Hills Northern On April 21, 
and lost by a score of 94 to 
41, to even their OK Bronze 
record to 1 and 1 and over-
all record is now 3 and 1. 

Tara Tepin and Kenzie 
Weiler took two individual 
first places. Tara won the 
100 and 300 hurdles, and 
Kenzie won the 1600 and 
800 meter runs. Allyson 
Marvel earned the other 
first place in the pole vault. 

In 2nd place was Allyson 
Marvel 100 hurdles; Mack-

enzie Rugg 400 meter dash; 
Ellie Ovokaitys 3200 meter 
run; and Kaley Louck 100 
meter dash.

In 3rd place was Allie Col-
ley Shot put and Discus; Al-
lyson Marvel 300 hurdles; 
and Hannah Heintzelman 
800 meter dash.

On Saturday, April 25, 
the team traveled to Chip-
pewa Hills, for the Warrior 
invite. The team scored 86 
points and placed 5th in the 
big school division. Tara 
Tepin earned two first place 
finishes in the 100 and 300 

meter hurdles. Tara also an-
chored the winning 1600 
meter relay team with her 
teammates Kaley Louck, 
Hannah Heintzelman and 
Mackenzie Rugg. 

In 2nd place was Allyson 
Marvel Pole Vault and the 
400 meter relay team of 
Kaley Louck, Tara Tepin, 
Jenna Zoeman and Mathil-
da Stocke.

In 3rd place was Hannah 
Heintzelman 800 meter run, 
and Allyson Marvel 100 
meter hurdles.

Row 1: Alison Hall, Kenzie Weiler, Emily Shaft, Allyson Marvel, Ellie Ovokaitys, Olivia Solari, Salla Siitonen, 
Allie Colley, Yuki Noma. Row 2: Meagan Shevock, Rocio Ramos, Faith Peacock, Kaylee Mihlethaler, Jenna 
Zoerman, Hannah Heintzelman, Tara Tepin, Madisen Mora, Mackenzie Weber. Row 3: Robert Neier, Jeslyn 
Saenz, Mackenzie Rugg, Kaley Louck, Sophie Mihlethaler, Emilee Hickox, Abigail Hall, Rachel Crystal, Rachel 
Bowers, Coach Covey. Missing: Mathilda Stocke, Danielle Zachmann.

Row 1:Austin Stockreef, Caden Burrows, Mavrick Cotten, Dallas Mora, Austin Sargent, Mike VanAssen, 
Remington Sawade, Brandon Harthorn, James Tepin, Isaiah Schatz. Row 2: Taylor VanDyke, Austin Ellis, 
Jacob Hooker, Jon Shaw, Patrick Ellison, Brandon Sawade, Tyler Lovell, Hunter Burleson, John Todd, Jacob 
Outwin. Row 3: Lane Gott, Cameron Umphrey, Austin Basso, Blake Fisk, Nikc Jackson, Christian Twichell, 
Jaron Spencer, Paul Mead, Alexander Douglas. Row 4: Coach Jeff Myers, Justin Jones, Jordan Lyon, Charles 
Twichell, Chase Swatzell, Noah VanKampen, Chase Merlington, Brandon Lumbert, Joshua Graham, Evan 
Ream, Coach Lacy. Missing: Anthony Topolski, Austin Dekraker.

leading 6-foot jump in the 
high jump; Remington 
Sawade in the pole vault, 
and Caden Burrows in the 
shot put and discus.

Gaining much needed 
valuable points was John 
Todd (second in the long 
jump, 100m dash and third 
in the 200m dash); Sargent 
and Sawade in the 400m 
dash; Alex Douglas (third 
in the 110m and 300m hur-
dles); Nikc Jackson (third 
in the high jump); Todd and 
Jacob Hooker (second and 
third in long jump); and 
Jaron Spencer (second in 
the shot put and third in the 
discus).

“We faced a big challenge 
tonight. We gave up 20 
points in the relays. How-
ever, we can fix things to 
make them quicker,” stated 
Myers.

Last Saturday, the Hawks 

visited the 12-team Warrior 
Invitational at Chippewa 
Hills HS. The boys faced 
chilly conditions and wind, 
yet persevered to finish 
third. Winning events were 
Cotten in the 110m hurdles; 
Sargent in the 800m and 
1600m runs; and Sawade in 
the pole vault.

Earning medals were 
Mike VanAssen in the pole 
vault; the 4x400m relay 
team of Lane Gott, Sargent, 
Sawade and Todd; Cotten 
in the long jump, VanDyke 
and Todd in the high jump; 
Spencer in the shot put and 
discus; and Sawade in the 
400m dash.

The boys continue OK 
Bronze Conference action 
on Monday as they head to 
Greenville before conclud-
ing the week with the annu-
al Red Hawk Invitational.

 

fish had ripened and the 
crew spent four days spread 
over a period of about a 
week to collect the eggs.

It was challenging, Pearce 
said.

“Last year the river was 
at flood level, but this year 
we’re bumping bottom,” 
said Pearce, who led the 

Volunteer Dick Callen hoists a walleye, to be used for spawning, from 
a holding pen.

Hatchery
...continued from page 8

crew in a 17-and-a-half-foot 
johnboat with a 115-horse-
power jet drive outboard 
that can run in mere inches 
of water. “We couldn’t fill 
the live well with water, so 
we couldn’t haul as many 
fish as we’d like.”

The crew runs a generator 
that creates direct current 

sent between the booms on 
the front of the boat, stun-
ning the fish, which are net-
ted by DNR fisheries per-
sonnel standing on the bow.

“It makes the fish twitch,” 
Pearce said. “It draws them 
to it. We can shock down 
to about 6 feet within a 10-
foot radius of the booms.”

How the fish react varies, 
Pearce said.

“Some will be completely 
knocked out for 10 minutes. 
Others are just tickled and 
they take off.”

When a tub of fish is col-
lected, the boat crew brings 
them to the bank, where 
a five-person crew from 
the Wolf Lake State Fish 
Hatchery takes over.

Fisheries biologist Matt 
Hughes leads the opera-
tion. The fish are divided by 
sex, and then paired off for 
spawning.

Two workers strip the 
females’ eggs into pans by 
pushing on the fish’s bellies, 
while another massages the 
male to get it to release 
milt. The milt is collected in 
a bottle of water, is circulat-

hatcheRY - continues on page 15
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SPRINGDiggin’

Contractors & Home Owners Rentals

Cedar SpringS rental
206 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs

616-696-8575

• Nailers • Drills • Jacks • Magnets • Drywall Equipment 
• Carpet Tools • Ladders • Trailers • Bobcat Loaders

• Tractors • Compaction • Scaffolding 
• Pumps • Wood Equipment 

• Log Splitters • Generators • Saws 
• Heaters • Compressors • Augers 
• Lawn Equipment & Attachments 

• Cement Tools • Sanders 
• Tables • Chairs

 Post Holes
Trenchers

Roto Tilling

Call About 
Weekend 
Specials

Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060

w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

Late freeze impacting spring lawn care

Create a healthy ecosystem in your yard

PHOTO SOURCE: (c) Ruud Morijn - Fotolia.com
Invasive weeds, such as the Purple Loosestrife, can out-compete na-
tive species.

White Creek
Lumber’s annual 
Sidewalk sale!

September
 4, 5 & 6

Locally Owned • Customer Friendly
13861 White Creek Avenue
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
www.whitecreeklumber.com
1-616-696-0010 • 1-800-696-1009

End of summer, overstocked 
items, and close out sales up 

to 60% off!

All Spring Sidewalk Sale 
items are 50% OFF!

THis WEEK!
Friday & saTurday, 

May 1 & 2

(Family Features) Despite 
the official start of spring, 
much of the northeast remains 
covered with snow from the 
harsh, record breaking winter 
storms. In addition to being 
frustrating, late freezing can 
actually cause extensive dam-
age to your lawn.

The lawn care experts with 
TruGreen know the proper 
techniques that must be tak-
en to keep your lawn away 
from freeze damage. Here are 
some tips to help yard own-
ers do what they can to help 
their lawns recover and have 
a green spring and summer.

Watch for snow mold: 
Extended periods of snow 
cover create ideal conditions 
for snow mold to develop 
and spread. The damage 
can be most severe in areas 
where snow had been piled 
or accumulated due to drift. 
Snow mold symptoms begin 
as small spots 1 to 3 inches in 
diameter. Grasses are general-
ly matted within the patches. 
In some cases, small brown 
or black fungus may be visi-
ble on the grass blades. There 
are different varieties of snow 

mold; gray snow mold has a 
slimy appearance and may 
expand up to 2 feet with a 
gray-white halo, and pink 
snow mold patches are typi-
cally reddish-brown and then 
tan. Fortunately, even when 
damage appears widespread, 
your lawn can usually recover 
quickly from gray snow mold 
with a few practical steps. 
However, pink snow mold 
can cause more serious and 
long-lasting injury to grass 
roots and may require more 
homeowner intervention, es-
pecially if cool, wet weather 
continues in the spring.

Get raking: Homeowners 
need to take action as soon 

as snows melt and the ground 
begins to warm to prevent 
snow mold from causing 
permanent damage. Use a 
simple leaf rake to rough up 
the matted grasses around the 
snow mold patches. This will 
improve air circulation and 
stimulate new grass growth. 
The recovery should be fairly 
quick and routine lawn care 
should be all that’s needed 
to bring a lawn back to good 
health. In some cases, apply-
ing a fertilizer can accelerate 
the recovery. 

Lower mower on first 
run: Once the snow is clear 
and you can mow your grass, 
try lowering your lawn mow-

er blades for a closer cut for 
the first mowing of the sea-
son. This can help to improve 
air circulation and stimulate 
new grass growth. 

Plan ahead: It’s never too 
early to plan ahead for future 
lawn care. Yard owners can 
take precautions in the fall 
to prevent a reoccurrence of 
snow mold next spring. The 
fact is, snow mold damage is 
likely to reoccur if not man-

aged. Practice proper mowing 
practices throughout the sea-
son and keep mowing until 
the turf stops growing. Going 
into winter, tall or improper-
ly mown turf grass provides 
the ideal climate for snow 
mold development. It is also 
important to clean up leaves 
in the fall and manage thatch 
accumulation with aeration if 
necessary.  

In addition to these tips, 

remember that you should 
never apply any lawn care 
product to your grass, shrubs 
or trees until you determine 
if it’s the right treatment for 
your yard’s specific needs. 
Once you do, you’ll be ready 
to enjoy the fun of living life 
outside with your family and 
friends all season long. 

For more tips for a better 
lawn, visit www.trugreen.
com. 

 (StatePoint) This season, 
help promote a healthy eco-
system by learning to iden-
tify and control damaging 
plants and insects in your 
yard.

Information about com-
mon invasive species and 
backyard invaders is now 
being offered by Respon-
sible Industry for a Sound 
Environment (RISE):

Invasive Plants
Invasive weeds can 

out-compete native species, 

changing the local ecosys-
tem. Many varieties, first 
introduced as flora to plant 
in gardens, can be confused 
with similar, native variet-
ies. Here are two common 
damaging ones to watch out 
for:

• Purple Loosestrife, na-
tive to Europe and Asia, is 
found in most states. One 
plant can produce more than 
two million seeds annually.

• Native to China, the 
Tree-of-Heaven was wide-

ly planted as an ornamental 
plant for many years and is 
often confused with other 
trees having similar leaves, 
such as black walnut, but-
ternut, and most sumac.

Invasive Insects
Invasive insects can also 

have a severe negative im-
pact on native species by 
out-competing them for 

cReate - continues on page 15



Over 15,000 Friends
That’s how many “users” we have reading our work every week. That’s over 
15,000 residents that rely on us to learn of sales and services that are close 

to home and local news put together in a community-driven package. 

We want to share our friends with you!

Call 616-696-3655 to Advertise
or email sales@cedarspringspost.com

www.cedarspringspost.com

36 E. Maple Street • P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Phone: 616-696-3655
Fax: 616-696-9010
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VOices / Views
Money and Politics: We Need 
Change Now!
By lee h. hamilton

The surge of spending on campaigns pro-
motes ideological purity, unremitting parti-
sanship, and a political culture that exalts 
confrontation over consensus building.

I’ve seen a lot over my decades in politics, and not much 
alarms me. But I have to be blunt: Money is poisoning our 
political system.

The people who matter most to a representative democ-
racy—the ordinary voters in whose interests elected poli-
ticians are supposed to act—feel they’ve become an after-
thought in the political process. The tidal wave of money 
washing over our elections, with no end in sight, is causing 
Americans to lose faith in the system.

Oddly, many politicians see no problem. They don’t be-
lieve that they’re selling their votes, or even that money 
influences their behavior.

While it is a rare member of Congress who would change 
his or her vote because of money, there is ample evidence 
that when donors contribute heavily, they have a dispropor-
tionate influence over the legislator; that’s not “corruption,” 
but it means that the opinions of average citizens are dimin-
ished when it comes to policy-making.

Thanks to a series of Supreme Court decisions over the 
last half-decade, we’ve seen a surge in campaign spend-
ing that is beyond the ability of journalists and regulators 
to track. This money purchases attack ads that saturate the 
airwaves with scant clue as to who is funding them. And, 
it pushes our politics toward the extremes, emphasizing 
ideological purity, unremitting partisanship, and a political 
culture that exalts confrontation over consensus building. 
In other words, it cripples representative democracy.

So what can we do? The first priority is to find ways of 
boosting prompt financial disclosure—to trace the source 
of campaign spending on behalf of candidates and incum-
bents before an election so that voters know who is support-
ing whom, and can match candidates’ positions on issues 
with the interests of their financial backers. Disclosure done 
after elections is meaningless.

The second major reform is to make public funds avail-
able for financing campaigns, thus amplifying the contri-
butions of ordinary Americans, freeing candidates to spend 
more time on substance rather than fundraising, and letting 
them engage more fully with voters rather than donors.

The odds of action are not encouraging. Yet, I’m heart-
ened by something Republican Sen. Lindsey Graham told 
reporters in New Hampshire the other day. “You’re going 
to have money dumped in this election cycle that’s going 
to turn off the American people,” he said. “There’s going 
to be a need and a movement to try to control the money in 
politics.” Let’s hope he’s right.

Lee Hamilton is Director of the Center on Congress at Indi-
ana University; Distinguished Scholar, IU School of Glob-
al and International Studies; and Professor of Practice, 
IU School of Public and Environmental Affairs. He was a 
member of the U.S. House of Representatives for 34 years.

—Lee Hamilton

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up 
to 350 words. The subject should be relevant 
to local readers, and the editor reserves the 
right to reject letters or edit for clarity, length, 
good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns. 
All submissions MUST be accompanied by 
full name, mailing address and daytime phone 
number. We use this information to verify the 
letter’s authenticity. We do not print anony-
mous letters, or acknowledge letters we do 
not use. Writers are limited to one letter per 
month. Email to news@cedarspringspost.
com, or send to PostScripts, Cedar Springs 
Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

nOtICe
Post Scripts

It’s a Business Decision...

ShoppeR

NeWSpapeR

our advertisers choose for you!

We Thank them for supporting 
your FRee LoCaL NeWS! 

You should too!

P    STThe
w w w . c e d a r s p r i n g s p o s t . c o m
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SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Cedar 
Heating &

Cooling inC.

6 1 6 - 6 9 6 - 2 5 9 9
ExpEriEncE not guEsswork

At your 
service...

CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS
Low Cost Rentals Available
Auto Glass Installation

696-1830
13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

legal 
nOtICes

at home or away, 
we’re just a click away...

And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

43 West Cherry St
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-1910
email: ced@llcoop.org

Hours:
Mon., Tues., & Fri. 
12:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Wednesday 
10:00 am - 7:00 pm
Saturday 
10:00 am -1:00 pm

http://cedarspringslibrary.org

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE is hereby given that on May 

20, 2015, at 7:00 p.m., the Planning Commission 
of the Township of Nelson, Kent County, Michigan, 
will hold a public hearing at the Nelson Township 
Hall, 2 Maple Street, Sand Lake, Michigan, on 
an ordinance to amend the Zoning Ordinance of 
the Township of Nelson.  The principal provisions 
of the proposed amending ordinance can be 
summarized as follows:

Farming in the C District.  The ordinance 
would amend Section 9.2 of the zoning 
ordinance to include farming operations as 
a permitted use in the Commercial District.  
The ordinance would also require that farms 
in the Commercial District be conducted 
in compliance with generally accepted 
agricultural management practices.

The text of the proposed amending ordinance 
is on file and may be examined at the offices of 
the Nelson Township Clerk, 2 Maple Street, Sand 
Lake, Michigan, during Township office hours.  All 
interested persons may attend the public hearing 
and comment on the proposed amendments.  
Written comments concerning the amendments 
may be submitted to the Township office, at the 
above-stated address, up to the time of the public 
hearing.

Dated:  April 30, 2015    
PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE

 TOWNSHIP OF NELSON

PUBLIC 
NOTICE

SOLON TOWNSHIP 
SPRING CLEANUP 2015
Annual Spring Cleanup for Solon Township 

residents only has been scheduled for
Saturday, May 2nd and Saturday, May 9th, 2015

9:00 am to 3:00 pm 
15185 Algoma Avenue

One 5 x 8 trailer with 48” sides or one pick-up box 
is allowed per household.  All items must 
be in bags or boxes not to exceed 45 lbs.  

Acceptable items include:  lumber, a limit of 4 
car or passenger truck tires per household 
which must be cut into 4 pieces.

Unacceptable items include:  hazardous waste 
such as oil, paint, anti-freeze, cleaning 
supplies or other liquid determined to be 
hazardous, yard waste, concrete, stones, 
roofing scrap, metal barrels (unless both 
ends are cut out), fiberglass boats, large 
plastic objects, railroad ties, urine or blood 
soaked carpet or furniture, wet carpet, wet 
mattresses, overstuffed cushions or furni-
ture, dead animals .  NO SHOVEL OFFS.

Solon Township reserves the right to inspect and 
accept or refuse all loads.

Loads may be refused – do not let it be you.

Please call the township office at 616-696-1718 
with any questions.

Dated: April 30, 2015

Solon 
Township Hall
15185 Algoma Avenue

Cedar Springs MI 49319

PUBLIC NOTICE
Summary of Minutes of the 

Regular Board Meeting, 
April 14, 2015.

Board Members Present:  Robert Ellick, V. Fred 
Gunnell, John Rideout, Mary Lou Poulsen
Board Members Absent: none
Approved: agenda; consent agenda; auctioneer 
proposal for auction of barn, fire department ta-
bles, fire department laptop, support payments 
for CSAP&R and Historical Society, GIS map 
funds, relist White Creek property, lawncare bid, 
auditor contract renewal, purchase of leaf blower, 
bid for hay, parking lot repairs, custodian pay in-
crease, deputy clerk pay increase, appointments 
to Solon Market, Solon Park Planning and Fire 
Committees, website proposal, Fire Station struc-
tural repairs.
Motions Failed: purchase of Fire Dept. cloud 
software.
No action taken: MTA District meetings.
Tabled: none.
Public Comments: Chief Drake
Adjournment:  8:28 p.m.

The complete text of this summary is available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours or 
on the township’s web site @ www.solontwp.org. 

Dated:  April 30, 2015 Mary Lou Poulsen, Clerk

NelsoN TowNship/
Village of saNd lake
Cleanup and “E-Waste” 

Recycling
saturday, May 16, 2015 

9 aM to 1 pM

5th and Cherry Streets near the water 
tower in Sand Lake

Nelson Township identification required. 
please present a tax bill or voter’s 

registration card and driver’s license.

For information on what is permitted, contact the 
township at 636-5332 or check our newsletter at 

www.nelsontownship.org.
One trailer/truck load per residence, no 

shovel-offs. Loose items must be boxed/bagged.

Dated: April 30, 2015

Professional auto rePair
Open every Day! M-Sat 8-7 • Sun. 10-6

696-8863

15670 nOrthlanD Dr. 
between Cedar sPrings 

and sand lake

any Car any rePair
DieSel - hybriD • MeDiuM & heavy Duty • FOreign & DOMeStic

www.cedarspringspost.com

NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM
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small ads make ¢ents
call The POsT 696-3655

Pulpit
...continued from page 4

Proposal
...continued from page 3

Sudoku AnSwerS Support YOUR local newspaper
Attention Businesses!

and give back to the community you serve! 

advertise in 

Call a Sales Rep TODAY!
616-696-3655

Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20

Page 3

Hometown Hero
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed

Clean up crew
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Vintage cars help raise funds 

for museum
By Tom Noreen

 
Even an overcast morning with a few sprinkles 

did not keep the 58 registered auto buffs from 

bringing their vintage wheels to Morley Park 

last Saturday, July 27, according to Cedar 

Springs Historical Museum Director Sharon 

Jett. The annual car show each summer is 

one of the museum’s biggest fundraisers.

Historical Society President Fred 

Gunnell, welcomed me to the 

show and Sally Grayvold 

wanted to make sure 

I got my name in 

the bucket for the 

50/50 drawing, 

which was won by 

Darwin Spear of 

Grand Haven.
There was a good 

mix of vehicles to look 

at as you walked the line. 

Some looked mint-out-of-the-

box such as Phil Harrison’s 1957 Chevy, 

while others were works in progress. There were 

sports cars, family sedans and pickup trucks. Some 

were stock and others were modified like Gene Niel-

sen’s 1935 Ford pickup he had been working on for 

the last 3-1/2 years. Carl Anderson had it in his barn 

for a number of years before Gene picked it up and 

started work on it.
One gentleman had a pair of 1940’s era military 

jeeps. One painted Army olive drab with a pedestal 

mount machine gun and the other in Air Force blue. 

Both had trailers and were in better shape than my jeep 

was in the 101st Airborne Division back in the 1970s.

Music by the Patin Sisters, Pat and RoseAnne, drift-

ed through the air along with the aroma of grilled hot 

dogs provided by the Cedar Springs FFA.

A big thank you to all the sponsors who helped make 

the fundraiser a success! 

Crash punctures dump truck gas tank

Solon Township 
shows off town hall

Solon’s new township hall has a 2,000-square foot meeting room that        

residents can rent. Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

A crash at the corner of 

Main and Muskegon Streets 

in Cedar Springs last week 

Thursday, July 25, resulted 

in a gas spill from a dump 

truck leaving a construction 

zone.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police officer Chad 

Potts, a jeep driven by Car-

oline Bartlett, 68, of Cedar 

Springs, was heading east-

bound on Muskegon Street 

about 2:45 p.m., when it 

approached the Main Street 

intersection and tried to turn 

right. When the driver real-

ized she couldn’t make the 

turn and was going to hit the 

barricade, she tried to abort 

the turn and went straight, 

and struck the driver’s side 

of a Dean’s Excavating 

truck that was heading north 

through the intersection. The 

crash ruptured the fuel tank 

on the dump truck and Ce-

dar Springs firefighters and 

others worked at the scene 

to clean up the spill.
Neither the driver of the 

jeep nor the driver of the 

dump truck, Gary Wall, 55, 

of Leroy, were transported 

to the hospital. They sought 

their own medical attention. 

In a related incident, a fire-

fighter at Main and Church 

Street was directing traffic 

away from the accident, 

when a southbound pickup 

with yellow lights rotating 

proceeded through that in-

tersection without stopping 

and bumped the firefighter 

with his mirror. He was not 

injured and no citation was 

issued.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police Chief Roger 

Parent, the truck was owned 

by Dean’s Excavating and 

had been called in to help 

with the cleanup. But the 

firefighter didn’t know that. 

Parent cautioned citizens 

to always stop and identify 

themselves if they need to be 

at the scene of an accident. 

“When in doubt, they should 

stop. They shouldn’t think 

that everyone knows what 

they are there for,” he said. 

By Judy Reed

Solon Township held an open 

house last Saturday, July 27 to 

show off the new township hall 

to residents. Throngs of visitors 

were treated to a hotdog lunch 

and other free refreshments, as 

well as a tour of the facility. The 

Solon Township Fire Department 

also had an engine there for kids 

to tour.
The township approved the 

building of the 6,000 square-

foot hall with community room 

in the fall of 2011. The building 

has 4,000 square feet of offices, 

a 2,000 square-foot community 

room, in floor boiler heat, 2x6 ex-

terior sidewalls, about four inches 

of spray foam insulation, a brick 

exterior, steel roof, LED lighting 

which operates automatically, 

some heated sidewalks, plenty of 

handicap parking, and a security 

system with cameras that can be 

viewed remotely. 
Supervisor Bob Ellick told the 

Post in June that the total cost of 

the building would be between 

$860,000 and $880,000 when 

completed.

Photo by 
Tom Noreen

Post photo by J. Reed.

Post photo by J. Reed.

The Lord allows assorted troubles, trials, and temptations 
to test our faith and spiritual character so that we can grow 
closer to our Lord. You will never face any trial that you 
and Jesus cannot overcome. This does not mean that we 
will evade such trouble; it means that with him, we will be 
able to bear them.

Scripture does not say that whatever happens is good, or that 
suffering and evil and tragedy are good, or that we will be able to 
understand why God allows what he allows in our lives. Instead, 
God puts a sign over us that reads: “Patience, God is at work.” As 
in any construction project, don’t judge the end by the beginning.

and the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics to estimate that Pro-
posal 1 would increase the tax burden of the typical Michi-
gan household by about $500 in 2016.

“These estimates rely on assumptions about the average 
price of gasoline and other factors, but they’re about as 
close as one can get to figuring out about how much tax-
payers would pay if voters approve of this plan to increase 
funding for roads,” Hohman said.

Proposal 1 would make four changes to the Michigan 
Constitution: increasing the allowable sales tax rate to 7 
percent, exempting fuel purchases from sales and use taxes, 
prohibiting public universities from receiving revenue from 
the School Aid Fund and earmarking a portion of use tax 
revenue for the School Aid Fund.

These changes are “tie-barred” with eight legislative 
bills that will go into effect if voters approve of Proposal 1. 
These laws would hike the sales and use tax to 7 percent, 
create a new wholesale fuel tax of 41.7 cents per gallon and 
earmark this revenue for roads, increase the state’s earned 
income tax credit, boost spending on one public school pro-
gram and create new rules pertaining to road construction 
projects for the Michigan Department of Transportation.

Regarding the proposed wholesale tax on fuel, it is likely 
that prices at the pump for gasoline consumers will be high-
er if Proposal 1 passes. Based on data from the U.S. Energy 
Information Administration, the average national gasoline 
price in 2015 will be $2.39. At this rate, consumers would 
pay about 10 cents more per gallon in taxes at the pump.

“The difference between the proposed gas tax and the 
current one depends a lot on the price of gasoline. But only 
when gasoline prices exceed $4.20 per gallon will consum-
ers start to pay less at the pump under Proposal 1,” Hohman 
added.

The analysis found that the proposed new wholesale fuel 
tax will increase at a rate that will outpace inflation. The 
mechanics of the formula prescribed in the law to adjust the 
tax rate based on inflation ensures that the rate will grow 
faster than inflation.

“The way the fuel tax formula is designed, taxpayers can 
expect to see fuel taxation rates rise faster than inflation,” 
Hohman said.

Even though the earned income tax credit would be in-
creased under Proposal 1 (from 6 percent of the federal 
EITC amount to 20 percent), low-income households in 
Michigan may not experience much of a tax benefit overall.

“The average EITC recipient’s tax burden will likely 
be reduced slightly if Proposal 1 passes, but there will be 
EITC recipients whose overall tax burden will still rise,” 
said Hohman.

The full study can be found online here: www.mackinac.
org/21128

The Mackinac Center for Public Policy is a nonpartisan 
research and educational institute dedicated to improving 
the quality of life for all Michigan citizens by promoting 
sound solutions to state and local policy questions. The 
Mackinac Center assists policy makers, scholars, business 
people, the media and the public by providing objective 
analysis of Michigan issues.

birthday. Graf has been teaching first graders for 
37 of her 38 teaching years, all having been in 
Cedar Springs. 

Cedar Trails Elementary Principal Mike Duffy, 
cited Graf as a “Master Teacher always growing, 
learning, and looking for ways to improve edu-
cational techniques for her students.” 

Sienna Wolfe nominated her teacher, Mrs. 
Graf, for the award because “she is kind, caring, 
and makes learning fun! She even allows us to 
dance in the classroom as one way of express-
ing ideas.” Several other students from the class 
also submitted letters of support in naming her a 
“Cool Teacher.” 

Bradley Gordon, WGVU Marketing and Special Events Co-
ordinator noted, “We receive several hundred applications each 
month from our 2.1 million viewers, within 28 counties. A com-
mittee comprised of educators and other professionals from 
GVSU judge the nominees based on the students evidence of 
learning. Just 30 teachers, from grades kindergarten thru eighth, 
are selected each school year. Graf met all the criteria and had 
strong support from her students.”

 Gordon and WGVU photographer Zack Limiewski video-re-
corded the celebration and various activities of Graf interacting 
with classroom students. A twice-a-day airing of this recording 
will begin around mid-May on WGVU TV 35 and TV 52 as well 
as on the website WGVU.org. 

Graf and Wolfe were presented with four vouchers each from 
Amtrak for a trip from Grand Rapids to Chicago. On May 7, 
WGVU will host an Education Celebration with a dinner and 
award presentations to be held at the Eberhard Center honoring 

Teacher
...continued from page 2

the 2014-15 winning “Cool Teachers.” 
When Graf was asked what she enjoyed about teaching, she 

responded, “I love the enthusiasm that first graders have for learn-
ing. Every new lesson is a new adventure for them! First grade is 
such an amazing grade to teach because they are just discovering 
the incredible world of reading and writing. I feel so lucky to be 
part of this journey with them. To see the pleasure and joy on their 
faces after they read a great book or write a new story is so re-
warding. I feel so blessed to have the best job in the world! I am 
humbled and honored to receive this award.”

The “Cool Teacher Award” promotes the positive and good 
things that teachers are doing with our youth. This program is an 
example of WGVU’s mission to provide educational, informa-
tional, and entertaining programs and events to the West Mich-
igan Community as a service of Grand Valley State University. 

years I’ve lived here,” she remarked. “I love my neigh-
bors.”

Animal Control visited Watson Tuesday. She said they 
did find what she believes is rat poison pellets inside the 
fence. The Post called Animal Control Tuesday to find out 
if there have been other reports of poisonings in the area, 
but had not yet received a call from them at press time.

Watson cannot understand who would do this. “They 
would’ve had to have thrown it over the fence,” she said.

Her father is also upset. “What kind of a person would 
do this to a family pet? They both had a very vicious, toxic 
death within two hours,” he said.

Anyone with information should call Animal Control at 
616-632-7300.

Poisoned
...continued from front page 

vice is not a punishment for our guys. It’s a privilege and 
it’s our way to thank the community for their support,” re-
marked Lange.

Fans will recognize some of the names on the roster. 
Austin Hilyer played quarterback for the Cedar Springs 
Red Hawks. Jeff Newland played linebacker and fullback. 
Kameron Snyder also played for Cedar Springs. According 
to Lange, several players are from Cedar Springs, and the 
rest are from Sparta and Grand Rapids. And two members 
of the team are veterans—head coach Lange, who served 
seven years with one combat tour in Iraq, and middle line-
backer Stan Scott, who is still serving.

Lange said that the West Michigan Hawks have been 
hard at work for seven months in hopes to have a success-
ful first season. They are determined to make every game 
an exciting one—a game to remember. “Without a doubt 
the work has been put in,” said Lange. “The only thing left 
to do is strap the pads on and play.” 

On top of the great food that the Skinner Field conces-
sions offers, you may also run into the Lady Hawks, other-
wise known as the Hawkettes. The Hawkettes are not only 
there for entertainment, but also will have pictures taken 
with the fans, which will be posted on the West Michigan 
Hawks Facebook page. The Hawkettes will have T-shirts 
and other apparel for sale, which will go towards the fund-
ing of the West Michigan Hawks.

Come on out and support your West Michigan Hawks 
football team! The gates open at 6 p.m. at Skinner Field, 
next to Morley Park.

Hawks
...continued from front page 



Plan Ahead And SAVE! 
Run your sale ad for TWO 
weeks and the 2nd week is 
½ off! Expires 9-14-15.

THIS WEEK:

Barn Sale: Small appli-
ances, dishes, Green 
machines, lawn furniture, 
sporting goods and much 
more. 7870 Becker St., Ce-
dar Springs. April 30 and 
May 1st, 9 am to 5 pm. 
#17p

Moving Sale: Everything must 
go! Rain or Shine. 11001 
Crawford Lake Trail, north 
of M57 off Wabasis. Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday, May 1-3, 
from 9 am to 5 pm. #17

Moving Sale: Over 25 years 
accumulation. Antiques, large 
curio cabinet, crafts & materials, 
furniture, treadmill. 6283 Egypt 
Valley, Rockford. April 30, May 
1, 2, 7, 8 & 9 from 9 am - 5 pm. 
#17,18p
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“Hi, my name is Pete! 
I’m a 6-year-old Austra-
lian Cattle Dog. I love 
long walks on the beach 
(with my Frisbee), walks 
around the neighbor-
hood (with my Frisbee) 
and playing fetch (with 
my Frisbee). Can you tell 
I love my Frisbee ;)
I’m smart and indepen-

dent, but will surprise you with a crazy outburst of love 
at times. I’ll do much better in a home where I get all of 
the attention and don’t have to share it with other dogs or 
young children. I am house trained and don’t really care to 
chew on anything (except my Frisbee or treats) so your nice 
possessions are safe. One look into these eyes and it will be 
hard to resist me.
I’m currently staying in a foster home so if you are interest-
ed in meeting me, please contact us at customerservice@
hswestmi.org or 616-453-8900 to arrange a time to meet 
me.”

Hi, I’m Oliver!  I’m a 9-year-
old Domestic Medium Hair 
cat looking for a great home 
to join.  I’m a very social, 
outgoing cat who is easy to 
handle and enjoys spending 
quality time with my favorite 
people.  If you are looking for 
a sophisticated cat with some 
spunk, come and meet me at 
Humane Society of West Michigan! 

Critter
Corner

For SALe

HomeS
 For SALe

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!616-696-3655 36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370

Cedar Springs, MI 49319
– 696-3655 –

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

AUCtion

Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

For more information on the Humane Society of West 
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077 
Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road 
during adoption hours or visit ww.hswestmi.org. 

Adoption Hours: Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm, Saturday: 10am-4pm

PETS of the WEEk

HeLp 
WAnted

GArAGe/
yArd SALeS ServiceS

lost • Found • Free
Animals Ads are FREE
cAll 616-696-3655

notiCe

CHiLd CAre

WAnted
to bUy

ApArtmentS 
For rent

For rent

And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

CLASSIFIEDS
deadlIne: 

Monday by 5:00 p.m.
No BilliNg - All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
PrICIng: $12.00 for first 25 words, 

20¢ for each additional word 
(pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call the POst 
616.696.3655

Newaygo: 
Machine Operators for all shifts
 $12.00 an hour
CNC Programmers
Process Technicians
Maintenance with PLC experience
Paint mixer
Cedar SpriNgS: 
General Laborers
Truss Builders
General Labors willing to travel
Concrete workers
greeNville:
Sanders
Warehouse workers must have   
 Forklift experience
Janitorial
lowell: 
Upholstery
Industrial Sewer

ioNia: 
Maintenance with PLC experience
Tool & Die Repair 2nd shift
Welders
Machine Operators
roCkford: 
Assemblers 
Plastic Injection Molders
 1st/2nd shift @ Byrne electrical
graNd rapidS:
Saw Operators
Grinder Operators
Mill Operators
Fabricators/Welders
Food Production
CNC Machinist
Team Lead
Industrial Spray Painter
Shop Foreman
Grinder/Polishers

AND MANY MORE... APPLY TODAY!

www.workboxstaffing.com

Cedar SpringS
4116 - 17 Mile Rd.
616.326.2550
newaygo
8235 Mason Dr
231-303-9000

HEAVY
 DIESEL 

MECHANIC
School bus experience preferred but not 
required.  Wages based on qualifications.  

Competitive benefit package.  Must be either 
ASE or State Certified.  We look forward to 

meeting you in person Mon-Fri at 
Dean Transportation, 429 South Union St. 
NW, Sparta, MI 49345 or apply online at 

www.deantransportation.com/jobs

State of 
Michigan
Probate court
county of Kent
notice to creditorS

decedent’s estate
file no. 15-197287-de

estate of 
Lora g. castle

Date of Birth 10/02/1927
notice to creditorS: 
The decedent, Lora G. Cas-
tle, died February 25, 2015. 
Creditors of the decedent 
are notified that all claims 
against the estate will be for-
ever barred unless present-
ed to Nancy Buck, personal 
representative, or to both the 
probate court at 180 Monroe 
N.W. Ste 2500, Grand Rap-
ids, MI 49503 and the per-
sonal representative within 
4 months after the date of 
publication of this notice. 

Thomas D. Anderson
Bar no. 10187
4645 White Rd.
Pierson, MI 49339
(231) 937-4656

Nancy Buck
15700 Cedar Springs Court
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1336

Dated: April 30, 2015

Byrne Electrical Specialists
Peoplelink Staffing in Rockford has immediate openings 
on 1st and 2nd shift at Byrne Electrical Specialists in 
Rockford. Candidates must be able to stand for 10 hours 
a day while working repetitively with your hands, lifting 
up to 35lbs and bending and stooping frequently. Excel-
lent work history and attendance required, and there is 
room for advancement, raises and benefits. If you are 
interested please apply Monday – Friday, from 9am 
-11:30am and 1pm -3:30pm.               

se habla espanol    

642 Byrne Industrial Drive
Rockford, MI 49341

www.peoplelinkstaffing.com
EOE

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 
616-696-1100

55+Learn Play and Grow Day-
care – Let your child learn, 
play, and grow with us this 
summer. Call (616) 255-
7624. #16-19p

Wanted: Older Hoover 
upright vacuum (pre 1968) 
with attachment converter if 
possible. Call 616-263-9217 
after 11 am. #17p

Table with 2 leaves, 7 chairs, 5 
bar stools and 2 oak hutches, 
from Bears in the Woods. 
Call 616-824-8975 for more 
information. #17p

Open interviews will be held on 
the following Thursdays: 4/30, 
5/7 & 5/14, from 2-4 pm. Hiring 
all positions. Latitudes, 101 
E. Edgerton, Howard City, MI 
49329. #17,18b

Flatbed Professional Needed: 
Magic Transportation is now 
hiring full-time flatbed professional 
drivers. Magic has been the leading 
flatbed company in the Grand 
Rapids area for over 15 years and 
with our Decatur, AL location we 
have expanded our service area. 
If you have a Class A CDL license 
and are committed to driving 
safely and prefer the benefits of 
a small company atmosphere 
contact us to join our team. Our 
drivers are home often during 
the week and most weekends. 
We offer outstanding benefits & 
401K match w/immediate vesting. 
6 mos. – 1 yr. of recent CDL A 
experience, flatbed experience 
preferred but will train the right 
individual. Must pass a DOT 
physical and drug screen. If you 
are deadline oriented, dependable, 
and a customer focused driver 
who is committed to transporting 
load securely and safely from 
point A to point B. Check us out 
online www.magicdelivers.com or 
on Facebook Or call directly 616-
499-6047 or email amasunas@
magicdelivers.com. #14-17p

Recently remodeled Apartments 
for rent Downtown Cedar 
Springs. Non-Smoking Building. 
No pets. Choose 1 or 2 bedroom 
apartment. Very affordable rent. 
Call 616-918-6430. #16,17b

Building for Rent: 2 offic-
es, bathroom, 2 stall ga-
rage on Northland Drive, 
south of Indian Lakes. 
Large parking lot, 2 acres. 
Call 616-696-3078. #17p

Commercial Suite in Downtown 
Cedar Springs. Conveniently 
located on Main St. is a bright 
and spacious commercial suite. 
Approximately 1500 sq. ft. on 
the ground floor with large store 
front windows. Very reasonable 
rent. Call to schedule your 
viewing today, 616-918-6430. 
#16,17b

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Garage Doors: Spring re-
pairs. Sales, service and 
installation of garage doors 
and electric openers. Low-
est prices guaranteed. 
Free Estimates. 616-334-
3574. #tfnp

The Handy Man Can: Special 
this month – Roofing. Call 616-
824-7152. #16-21p

Lost: Male dog, black and white 
Sheltie, lost on Monday March 
30th in the area of Indian Lakes 
and White Creek. He answers 
to “Buddy”. The phone number 
on his tag is wrong. Call 616-
901-8359. #13

Found: Female puppy, tan & 
white, maybe Jack Russell mix, 
wearing a collar. Found Monday 
April 13th in the area of 17 Mile 
and Shaner. Call to identify, 
616-240-4465. #15

Free: Kittens. Call 616-293-
2732 ask for Mandy or Debjo. 
#17

small ads 
make ¢ents
call The POsT 

696-3655
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Looking for a job?

Recruiting for Jobs on 1st , 2nd, 3rd shift for:
• Material Handlers
• PileDown Moving Cradles/Industrial 
  Power Equipment
• Machine Operators - CNC
• Quality Inspectors
• Assemblers
• Forklift Drivers
• Warehouse

Manpower is Hiring on 
Behalf of TUBELITE

Location:  3056 Walker Ridge Drive, 
N.W. Suite G, Grand Rapids

Go to the Main Entrance – back side of building

TUBELITE is near the Grand Rapids Press Building 

Recruitment job fair at 
TUBELITE.  Apply in 
person at TUBELITE.
Friday, May 1st from
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Tubelite is a premier architectural aluminum
manufacturer of pre-engineered aluminum storefront, 

framing, curtainwall, and entrance systems.

Manpower Can Help!

Dress appropriate for interview and 
possible tour of the work site

Long term potentially permanent opportunities.
Starting pay is $11/hour

food and resources. Many 
also cause and carry disease 
and prey on native species. 
Two common ones to look 
out for include:

• Emerald Ash Borer, na-
tive to Asia, is prominently 
found across the Northeast, 
Midwest, and Southeastern 
United States. The larvae 
do the most damage, killing 
ash trees by feeding on the 
inner bark.

• Zebra Mussel, native 
to lakes in southern Rus-
sia, is found in hundreds 
of waterways throughout 
the United States. The spe-
cies commonly clog water 
intakes, damage boats, and 
can cause cuts and scrapes 
if they grow on rocks, swim 
rafts, and ladders.

Backyard Pests
Did you know native 

plants and insects can cause 
damage too?

Create
...continued from page 10

• Ticks can transmit Lyme 
disease and Rocky Moun-
tain spotted fever. Left 
untreated, Lyme disease 
infects the joints, heart, 
and nervous system. After 
time spent outdoors, check 
for ticks, especially in and 
around your ears, inside 
your belly button, behind 
your knees, around your 
waist, on your scalp, and in 
your hair.

• Mosquitoes can car-
ry West Nile Virus. While 
most people may show 
few symptoms, 20 percent 
of people develop a fever 
along with headaches, body 
aches, joint pains, vomiting, 
diarrhea or rash, according 
to the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention.

Follow the “three Ds” 
to protect yourself: Drain 
standing water; Stay in-
doors at Dusk and Dawn; 

Dress in long-sleeves and 
pants; and use DEET-based 
mosquito repellent.

• Poison ivy, poison oak, 
and poison sumac can lurk 
in backyards. Almost 85 
percent of people develop 
a rash when they come into 
contact with these weeds.

Control poisonous weeds 
long-term by carefully dig-
ging out the plants while 
wearing waterproof gloves 
or treating with a pesticide.

Defend your local eco-
system by identifying exot-
ic plants in your garden or 
yard. Spot invasive weeds 
and insects in your area? 
Let your county extension 
office know, which may 
have a monitoring and man-
agement program in place.

For more lawn and garden 
tips, visit www.DebugThe-
Myths.com.

By being aware of inva-
sive species and other pests 
in your area, you can help 
support native species and 
a healthy ecosystem in your 
own backyard and neigh-
borhood.

ed, and is dumped into the 
pan of eggs. Fertilization is 
almost instantaneous.

Males and females are 
matched one-to-one in or-
der to promote maximum 
genetic diversity, Hughes 
said.

After the eggs are fer-
tilized, they’re transferred 
into a 5-gallon bucket—
along with other fertilized 
eggs—that is filled with 
river water and a fine clay 
particulate to keep the nat-
urally adhesive eggs from 
clumping together. Every 
five pans, the bucket is 
dumped into a fine-mesh 
holding pen in the river to 
allow the eggs to harden. 
After 60 to 90 minutes, the 
eggs are put into the trans-
port trailer, which is filled 
with water from the hatch-
ery, and they’re disinfected 
with iodine to make sure 
contaminants aren’t intro-

Hatchery
...continued from page 9

duced into the hatchery.
 “The goal this year was 

50 million eggs,” Hughes 
said. “We go through about 
250 pairs of walleyes to 
collect them. We go until 
we get our target. We can 
usually get them in four 
days, but you don’t want all 
the fish coming at the same 
time. We don’t have enough 
room in the hatchery to take 
them all at once. We can 
only hold around 10 million 
fry at one time.”

Some of the fertilized 
eggs are sent directly to the 
Platte River State Fishery, 
where they’ll be hatched 
out and sent to northern 
Michigan rearing ponds. 
Others go to a tribal facility. 
The rest go to Wolf Lake, 
where they’ll be hatched 
and reared. Some will be 
directly stocked into bodies 
of water while the majority 
will go to rearing ponds, 

where they’ll grow to fin-
gerling size before they’re 
stocked. 

“We typically get around 
70 to 80 percent fertiliza-
tion,” Hughes said. “Our 
goal is to produce 12 mil-
lion fry for rearing ponds 
and direct plants. Eggs take 
17 to 21 days to hatch. Fry 
are held one to five days. 
We start putting fry out to 
ponds by the third week of 
April, and we’re finished by 
the second week of May.”

The fish are stocked in 
lakes and streams in the 
southern two-thirds of 
Michigan. (Walleyes for 
northern Michigan stocking 
projects come from similar 
egg-takes at Little Bay de 
Noc.) Among the waters 
stocked is the Muskegon 
River, where, after a few 
years, those walleyes will 
be collected to serve as 
brood stock for that year’s 
egg-take.

For more information on 
Michigan fisheries, visit 
www.michigan.gov/fishing.
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Baja Fish Tacos with Watermelon Guacamole
Servings: 12–16 tacos

2 medium avocados, peeled and chopped
2 tablespoons lime juice
2 teaspoons diced jalapeno pepper (or to taste)

1/3 cup chopped cilantro
2 medium garlic cloves, minced
1 can (4 ounces) diced green chilies, drained

2 1/2 cups diced watermelon, divided
Salt, to taste
Cooking spray

1 1/2 pounds cod
Chili powder

12–16 corn tortillas
3–4 cups commercial coleslaw mix 

(shredded cabbage and carrots)
1/2–1 cup commercial salsa
For guacamole, mash avocados to mix of smooth and chunky 
in medium bowl. Add lime, jalapeno, cilantro, garlic and chilies 
and mix thoroughly. Add 1 1/2 cups diced watermelon and salt 
(if desired) and toss. Cover and refrigerate to let flavors blend. 

Heat oven to 350°F. Spray cookie sheet with cooking spray. 
Place cod on sheet and sprinkle with chili powder and salt. 

Bake for 12–20 minutes (depending on thickness of fish) or 
until cooked through. Remove from oven and cut into pieces. 

Heat tortillas on grill or griddle. Top each with few pieces 
of fish, 1/4 cup coleslaw mix, heaping spoonful of guacamole,
tablespoon of salsa and few pieces of remaining diced watermelon. 

Watermelon Margarita
Servings: 1
1 1/2 ounces tequila 

3/4 ounce Triple Sec
3/4 ounce Midori

2 ounces sour mix
6 ounces cubed, seeded watermelon
8 ounces ice

Blend all ingredients. Serve in 14-ounce glass. Garnish with lime
and watermelon wedge.

Watermelon Cilantro Salsa Tropical
Servings: 8–12

2 cups chopped seedless watermelon
1 cup chopped fresh pineapple
1 cup chopped fresh mango
4 limes (juice only)
1 cup trimmed and chopped scallions

1/2 cup chopped fresh cilantro 
Salt and pepper, to taste

Toss all ingredients in mixing bowl and season with salt and
pepper just before serving. 

FAMILY FEATURES 

Cinco de Mayo is the perfect opportunity to indulge in
Mexican-inspired dishes, dips and drinks. This year, 
put a tangy twist on your festive favorites with a
refreshing new flavor.

Watermelon is a versatile fruit with a flavor profile that 
pairs perfectly with many of the ingredients in traditional
Mexican dishes. Sweet and juicy watermelon is a great way 
to cut the heat of spicier foods, and its texture lends an unex -
pected, satisfying crunch in dips such as chunky salsas.

Whether you’re hosting a Cinco de Mayo themed party 
or simply looking forward to an inspired meal at home, get 
an early jump on summer and let watermelon be your star
ingredient.

For more recipes featuring low-calorie, no-fat watermelon,
visit www.watermelon.org. 

Fiesta-Worthy Facts
Impress guests at your Cinco de Mayo celebration with
these mouthwatering morsels:
n Although about 200–300 varieties of watermelon are

grown in the United States and Mexico, there are about
50 varieties that are most popular. 

n The five best-known types of watermelon include:
seeded, seedless, mini, yellow and orange. 

n Watermelon is the most-consumed melon in the 
United States, followed by cantaloupe and honeydew.

n Early explorers used watermelons as canteens.
n Watermelon is 92 percent water, which makes it a good

option for hydrating your body.

Southwest Salsa Bowl
Materials:

1 round, seedless watermelon
Dry erase marker
Utility knife or carving knife
Ice cream scoop or other 

large spoon
Fire and Ice Salsa
Chips, jalapenos, cilantro 

and lime, for garnish
1. Choose round seedless watermelon. 
2. Wash watermelon and pat dry.
3. Use dry erase marker to trace

design around middle of
watermelon.

4. Use utility knife to carve design
(copy design in photo).

5. Split watermelon in half, and use
scoop to carve out flesh. 

6. Choose flat area of rind on other
watermelon half to trace and carve
out lizard design (copy from image
in photo).

7. Fill bowl with salsa.
8. Garnish with lizard, chips,

jalapenos, cilantro and lime.

Fire and Ice Salsa
Servings: 3 cups

3 cups seeded and chopped 
watermelon 

1/2 cup green peppers 
2 tablespoons lime juice 
1 tablespoon chopped cilantro 
1 tablespoon green onion 

1–2 tablespoons jalapeno 
peppers

Combine ingredients; mix well and
cover. Refrigerate 1 hour or more.


