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It’s finally here

We’ve been waiting a loooong time for spring—and it
seems to have finally arrived. With spring comes fresh
blooms, and we were glad today to see this crocus photo
from Doyle Barnes Jr., of Courtland Township. Thanks so
much for sending this photo to brighten our day!
We would love to see your flowers and wildflowers,
too—email photos with some information to news@cedarspringspost.com. Put the word “flowers” in the subject line.

Spring Car Care

page 3

Sports/Outdoors

pages 6-7

page 11

page 12

Residents enjoy Community Night
Community Night, put on by
the Cedar Springs Community Action Network, was back
this year after being canceled
due to severe weather last year.
Residents, businesses, school
groups, and other non-profits
came together last Thursday,
at Cedar Springs High School,
for the 27th annual Community
Night.
Area businesses and non-profit
groups rented tables to showcase
their business or group to residents. And this year there was a
new twist—Cedar Springs Public School students were able to
showcase their talent to a broader audience with the addition of

Cedar Springs Public Schools Fine
Arts night was part of Community
Night this year. Post photo by J. Reed.

FFA develops
sweet fundraiser

fine arts night. There was student
music, drama and art from students of various ages.
It was a great night to see
what’s available in Cedar
Springs and the kind of talent our
students have!

By Judy Reed

The
FFA
club at Cedar
Springs High
School
and
several farmers in the area
worked together to create a
completely
new project for
the
students
to learn about
agriculture—
they
tapped
maple
trees
and boiled it
down into maple syrup to
sell.
According to teacher Larry Reyburn, who leads the FFA,
Dave Dunavan and Steve Schmidt approached him about
the project, and about six students signed on for it. Dunavan owns property next to Cedar Springs Middle School on
16 Mile, so he tapped several of his trees, and others there
on the school property.
“We had about 125-150 taps in,” said Dunavan.
The students hauled the buckets of sap away and another farmer, Rick Sevey, boiled it down into maple syrup for
them.
“They caught on quick,” said Dunavan. “It was a learning
process and everyone had a good time. “ He said the busiest
time for the sap occurred during spring break, but several of
the students showed up anyway.
Reyburn said they ended up with about 10 gallons of syrup to sell to raise money for the group. They sold some at
community night, and have been selling it at school. The
cost is $12 per pint.
If anyone is interested in buying some to help support the
FFA, they can call Larry Reyburn at the high school at 696-

Diggin’ Spring

Post photo by J. Reed.

Businesses and non-profit groups
showed the community what they
have to offer at the annual Community Night last week.

Cedar Creek cleanup this Saturday

It’s not too late to participate in the annual Cedar Creek Cleanup/Earth
Day Celebration in Cedar
Springs.
The 7th Annual Celebration will be held on Saturday, April 26, from10:00
a.m. until noon. The city
will give away commemorative t-shirts to the first 50
participants who register
for this event. Meet at the
Fire Barn at W. Maple and
Main on Saturday morning at 10:00 a.m. to receive
their clean-up assignments
and shirts. Pizza will be
available at noon for all participants.
An e-waste collection
trailer, staffed by Cedar
Springs Rotarians, will also
be available behind City
Hall from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m.,
for anyone wishing to dispose of electronic waste, including computers and old
televisions.
The City of Cedar

Springs Police Department
will conduct an auction of
surplus items, including 15
bicycles, beginning at 1:30
p.m.
Registration forms are
available on the City of

Cedar Springs website at
http://www.cityofcedarsprings.org. Pre-registration
is not mandatory to participate in the cleanup. However, it will allow them to
assign clean-up locations

ahead of time as well as purchase trash bags and pizza.
Please call 696-1330 with
any questions.
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Why are these robins spotted? Post travels to Mexico

This bird was photographed by Jennifer
August in Solon Township.

Jennifer August, of Solon
Township, sent us this photo of an American Robin,
with feathers that look like
they are missing some pigment. We sent the photo on
to Ranger Steve Mueller,
our wildlife and botanical
expert, and he told us that
it is a partially albino (or
pied) robin.
He said he also received
pictures this week of the
same type of bird (or possibly the same bird) from
Betty VanderWal.
And the condition is not
as rare as you might think.
“My ornithology instructor,
Harold Mahan at Central
Michigan University wrote
an ornithology textbook

This bird was photographed by Betty VanderWal and sent to Ranger Steve.

with George J. Wallace
from Michigan State University. They commented
that partial albinism is common and is most frequently
reported in robins, crows,
sparrows, and red-winged
blackbirds,” he explained.
Albinos have white feathers lacking pigment and
reflect all the light making
them appear white.
“Complete albinism is a
genetic disorder that often
results in death at a young
age in affected individuals,”
wrote Steve. “They often
experience other physical
problems.”
He said that the partial
albinism is referred to as
the pied state and may be

patchy, forming a mosaic
like is pictured in the photos. “Such individuals may
live well without the serious
health effects that happen in
complete albinos,” noted
Steve. “A pied robin returned to a banding station
in Pennsylvania for eight
years.”
He added that they have
several mounted specimens of partially albino
house sparrows at Howard
Christensen Nature Center,
16190 Red Pine Dr NW,
Kent City, and he encourages readers to go visit and
take a look at them. Visit
http://lilysfrogpad.com to
learn more about the Nature
Center’s open hours.

The Argall family—April, Randy and
Ethen—went to Cozumel, Mexico on a Disney cruise for Ethen’s 7th birthday. Ethen
was born with dysphagia (a swallowing disorder) and his goal was to eat by mouth. If
he achieved the goal, he would go on the
Disney cruise. And he did it! Great job,
Ethen!
The family said it was in the 70s and 80s
and sunny every day. They stopped at Costa
Maya, Grand Cayman Island, and Castaway
Cay Island.
“If you have the chance to take a fami-

ly trip, this was great,” said April. “There
were a lot of family things to do off and on
the ship. And it was the number one cruise
ship to be on in 2014.”
Thanks for taking us with you on your
Disney cruise!
Are you going on vacation? Take the Post
with you and snap some photos. Then send
them to us with some info to news@cedarspringspost.com or mail them to Post travels, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.
We will be looking for yours!

North Kent Community Services: your donation
destination
All clothing accepted,
seven days a week
Cleaning out your closets
this spring? Donate your
unwanted clothing to North
Kent Community Services.
It will all be put to good
use, even those items with
you might think are not
wearable.
All clean clothing is accepted, even winter clothing, or items with bleach
stains or tears. “The usable clothing is distributed
to our clients in northern
Kent County. We always
have plenty of nice clothing
for them,” explains Claire
Guisfredi, NKCS Executive Director.

“In
addition, we sell
the
stained
and unusable
clothes as rags
or donate it to
the West Michigan Archery
Center for their
targets.
We
also sell a very
small quantity (two pallet
boxes) a week
to a resale Volunteers from Cedar Springs R1TS 3 sort and hang up clothing donations for North Kent
Community Services’ clients. (L to R: Zach Welch, Kevin Bradley, John Sabin)
shop; this is
generally off-season cloth- items we need, especially
ing that we can’t store here. meat and cheese. This is
We use the proceeds to buy a win-win for the donor,

our clients and
NKCS,” continued Guisfredi.
The
donation area is
kept clean and
staffed every
day. “In the
past,
we’ve
struggled with
NKCS
being used as
a
dumping
ground,” she
explained. “To
deter theft and
to protect the

items from being ruined
from rain, the donation area
is now being manned seven
days a week so our wonderful supporters will feel
confident in bringing their
unwanted treasures to us.”
Please visit the NKCS
website at www.nkcs.org
for a complete list of acceptable items. NKCS
is open Monday through
Thursday, 8:00 a.m.-6:00
p.m. Weekend hours vary.
Drop off items at the south
side of the building. Tax receipts are available.

CDC conducting health survey
in Kent County

24 HR Emergency Service

616-754-9900 or Toll Free 1-866-640-0200
Installation/Repair
New Construction/Remodel
Furnace/Fireplaces/Heat Pump/Boiler/
Air Conditioning/Kitchen/Bath
Certified Backflow Testing & Repair
Sewer & Drain Cleaning & Replacement

Utility company rebates
are still available
Call Today for details!

It’s possible that some
people in the Cedar Springs/
Sand Lake/Sparta area may
be selected to participate
in a national survey on the
health of people in Michigan.
The National Center for
Health Statistics, part of the
Centers of Disease Control,
is conducting the National
Health and Nutrition Examination Survey (NHANES),
the most comprehensive
survey of the health and nutritional status of the U.S.
population. It is coming to
Kent County from April 28
through June 12. Data will
be collected through household interviews and standardized testing in their mo-

bile units. About 443 people
will be asked to participate.
“NHANES serves as the
nation’s ‘health check-up,’
going into communities to
collect health information
throughout the country,”
said CDC Director Thomas
Frieden. “The survey is a
unique resource for health
information, and without
it we would lack important knowledge about major
health conditions.”
No medical care is provided directly in the mobile
examination center, but a
report on physical findings
is given to each participant
along with an explanation
from survey medical staff.
The various tests and pro-

cedures performed depend
on the age and gender of
the participant. All information collected in the survey
is kept strictly confidential
and privacy is protected by
public law.
What will you get for participating?
* All participants receive
a free and confidential
health and nutrition evaluation.
* Individuals who agree
to participate will receive
compensation for their time
and travel expenses of up to
$125.
* Your participation can
help develop and evolve national health programs and
policies.
*If you are selected, you
will help make a difference
in our nation’s health!
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Trout Unlimited receives funds to restore POST Highlights
Cedar Creek
Cedar Creek will benefit this summer from restoration activities funded
through a federal grant by
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service.
According to Nichol
DeMol, with Trout Unlimited, Cedar Creek, which
is a tributary of the Rogue
River running through
downtown Cedar Springs
and emptying into the
Rogue River near 12 Mile
and Friske Road, is important to the overall health of
the Rogue River. This tributary is a significant source
of cold groundwater to the
river. This groundwater
provides stable coldwater
rearing for juvenile trout
and summer shelter for
adult trout when the Rogue
River gets warm.

The U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service recognized
the importance
of this stream,
and has awarded
Trout Unlimited
over $27,000 for
restoration activities as part of
the Rogue River Home Rivers
Initiative project.
This funding is
provided through
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service under the Great
Lakes Restoration Initiative
and the National Fish Habitat Partnership-Great Lakes
Basin Fish Habitat Partnership.
In collaboration with the
City of Cedar Springs and
private landowners, Trout
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Unlimited will plant trees
and other native plants on
stream banks, provide localized cattle access, fence
out cattle along a portion of
the creek, and construct in
stream habitat structures.
The on-the-ground restoration is scheduled to begin in the summer of 2014.

Volunteers will be needed
to assist with this work. If
you would like to volunteer
or want to know more about
the Rogue River Home Rivers Initiative project please
contact Nichol De Mol at
231-557-6362 or ndemol@
tu.org.

Man arraigned in road rage incident
An Edmore man is facing charges
after he allegedly pointed a gun at a
couple during a road rage incident.
According to the Montcalm County Sheriff’s Office, a Stanton couple
was traveling east on Stanton Road,
near Grow Road, in Sidney Township,
about 5:37 p.m. on Sunday, April 20,
when they decided to pull over to alLawrence Talbot Allen
low a tailgater to pass. However, when
they pulled over, the driver of the tailgating vehicle, Lawrence Talbot Allen, 46, of Edmore, stopped and exited his
vehicle with a tire iron. The couple reportedly continued
eastbound towards Stanton, and the man continued to follow,

then passed the couple, and immediately pulled to the shoulder of the road and parked. As the Stanton couple passed, the
man pointed a long gun at them.
The man was later found in Stanton and taken into custody
without incident. Police reported that he possessed a pellet
gun and was also illegally transporting marijuana. He was
lodged in the Montcalm County jail, and arraigned Tuesday
on a charge of Felonious Assault with a dangerous weapon, a
felony; additional charges may be pending. He is being held
on a $2,000.00 cash or surety bond.
The Stanton man and woman were not injured in the incident. Anyone who may have witnessed the incident is asked
to contact the Montcalm County Sheriff’s Office at 989-8317590.

Stanton man charged
with home invasion
A nineteen-year-old Stanton man was arrested and
jailed on Sunday for a home
invasion he committed over
the weekend.
According to the Montcalm County Sheriff Office,
they encountered the suspect, Zachary Allen Bird, 19,
on Sunday, in response to a
report he was not wanted at
the home of a relative on Evergreen Street in Sheridan.
Through the investigation it
was learned that the Stanton
man was in possession of
several items, including a
firearm and other belongings
that did not belong to him.
A short time later, a home
invasion on the 200 block
of Grant Street in Sheridan
was reported. A neighbor
who was watching the home
for the homeowner noticed
a door open and called 911.
Deputies determined that the
items possessed by the Stanton man were those stolen
during the home invasion
on Grant Street. Much of the
stolen property was recovered and will be returned to
the homeowner.   
The suspect was lodged
in the Montcalm County
Jail on a charge of Home
Invasion. He was arraigned
Tuesday on a charge of
Home Invasion First Degree
and
Receiving/Conceal-

ing a Weapon, both felony
charges. He is being held on
a $50,000.00 cash or surety
bond.

Zachary Allen Bird

Spring Extravaganza at

Patsy’s Hair Place

2 for $20

Your choice of: Hair Cut • Shampoo & Set • Full Style
• Eyebrow Wax • Redken Conditioning Shot • Gloss Treatment
• Redken Deep Fuel tx (Thermal)
Expires 5/31/2014

Patsy’s

Hair Place
&Barbershop

37 4th St. • Sand Lake (behind Wesco)
Visit us on facebook!

616-636-4500

Gun Show

Guns • Knives • Sporting Goods
• Buy • Sell • Trade
Sunday, April 27, 2014
9am-3pm
HowArd City VFw
P.O. Box 308 / 1001 S. Ensley, Howard City

Kitchen will be open!
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Buy • Sell • Trade

Over 100
vehicleS
in STOck

Ruger Special Order
10/22 Carbine

P ST

1997 Honda Passport 4x4, Good Shape, Good Tires, Solid! .................................. $2,995
2001 Chevrolet Grand Am V6, 150K, Runs & Looks Nice, 4 dr ........................... $3,995
2003 Chrysler Sebring Convertible, 4 cyl., 150k .................................................. $3,995
2007 Ford 500 Leather, V6, Power Moon Roof, Alloys ................................................. $3,995
2006 Impala V6, Nice Shape, LT, Clean ......................................................................... $5,495
2007 Chevrolet HHR 58K, Local Trade, Full Power Options ................................... $7,995
2007 Volkswagon Jetta Lease turn-in, 2.5 ltr, Auto, Nice! ................................. $7,995
2008 Chevrolet Impala LT 120K, Clean, PW PLs, V6 .......................................... $7,995
2008 Ford Mustang GT Convertible Black w/ black leather, 5 spd. Sharp!. $8,995
2011 Ford Focus 98K, 5 speed, AC, 30+ MPG, 1 owner! ............................................ $8,995
2005 Lexus FS350 LOADED, 90K!................................................NEW LOWER PRICE $9,995
2010 Kia Soul 70k, 5 spd, Cool! ............................................................................... $10,995
2010 Ford Fusion 4 cyl, 80K, Clean!...................................................................... $11,495
2011 Ford Focus SE 50-60K, 4 to choose from! .................................................... $12,495
2012 Jeep Patriot AWD, Loaded, 1 owner, CLEAN! ............................................. $14,495
2008 Chevrolet Crew Cab LT 4X4, 140K, Nice! ............................................ $14,995
2010 Ford Explorer Eddie Bauer! FuLLy LOADED!............................................... $15,995
2011 Buick Regal CXL Leather, 80K, Loaded! One Owner! ................................. $15,995
2011 GMC Terrain SLE Like NEW! ...................................................................... $16,995
2013 Chevrolet Camaro 1LT, 23K .................................................................... $21,995
2010 GMC Sierra Ext Cab SLE, 4x4, 79K, Off Lease, LOADED ........................... $23,995
2011 GMC Sierra Crew Cab 77K, 4x4, SLE, Clean!!......................................... $25,995

Admission - $5.00 Children 12 and under FREE
Vendors - $15.00 per table

Raffle Prize

The

1 Mile North of M-57 (14 Mile Rd)

Hours: Mon. & Wed. 9:30am - 8pm
Tu., Th. & Fri. 9:30am-6pm | Sat. 10am-2pm

visit us on the web

www.cedarcarco.com

A
A nniversary
edding
edding
W
W
Church Connection
M emorial M emorial
bituary
bituary
O
O
From the Pulpit
T hankyou! T hankyou!
A nnouncement A nnouncement
E ngagement
B irth
A nniversary
W edding
M emorial
O bituary
T hankyou!
A nnouncement
The Cedar Springs POST
Page 4 		

Thursday, April 24, 2014

spiritual notes • announcements • memories

Rev. Mike Shiery
Pastor: Pilgrim Bible Church

West Pine Street • Cedar Springs • 696-1021

Choosing to rejoice in difficult
circumstances

Given a choice, I’m sure
that almost everybody
would prefer the moments in
life where everything seems
placid and calm. Those days
when the sun is shining, the
birds are singing, and all
seems right with the world.
The cheerful words of the
old song come to mind:
Zip-a-dee-doo-dah, Zipa-dee-a, My oh my what a
wonderful day.

Unfortunately, reality is
that many times our days
aren’t like that at all. Perhaps it’s a marriage that has
dissolved from a dream to a
nightmare. Or it could be a
child that has deeply disappointed us, a family member
that is terminally ill, the loss
of a job and financial security, or any other number of
possibilities that haunt the
corridors of our mind and

threaten our peace and joy.
How are we supposed to
handle events like these?
The human instinct is to
complain, gripe, and even
grow bitter. God’s Word
gives us a drastically different conclusion.
“My brethren, count it
all joy when you fall into
various trials.” (James 1:2)
(NKJV)
pulpit - continues on page 5

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 years

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze
88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

LYLE R. MARTIN

LINNIE A. SICKMILLER

Lyle R. “Rusty”
Martin,
87
of
Cedar
Springs,
died
Saturday,
April 19, 2014 at
his home. He was
born October 23,
1926 in Lansing,
Michigan the son
of Russell and
Katie Martin. He
was a veteran of World War II serving in
the U.S. Navy. He had co-owned an auto
supply store in Cedar Springs. Surviving
are his wife, Doris; children, Carolyn (Bob)
Schaefer, Tom Martin; stepchildren, Amy
(Dan) Rothwell, Scott (Doris) French;
grandchildren, Heather (Mike) Zoerhoff,
Ryan (Sarah) Schaefer, Katie O’Brien, Joe
and Danny Rothwell, Tyler, Tom and Tori
French; great grandchildren, Ella, Michael,
Taylor, Lexie, Aela, Max, Taylor, Amber
and Nathan; brother, Wayne (Rosemary)
Martin; sister, Alice (Leo) Gray; many
nieces and nephews. He was preceded
in death by his parents, a sister, and a
daughter, Lynda. The family will greet
friends Saturday from 10:00 am until time
of service at 11:00 am at the Bliss-Witters &
Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. Pastor
Herb VanderBilt officiating. Interment with
military honors at East Nelson Cemetery.
In lieu of flowers, memorials may be made
to East Nelson United Methodist Church or
the Leukemia & Lymphoma Society.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

Linnie
A.
Sickmiller,
91,
formerly of Cedar
Springs, went to
be with her Lord
on Monday, April
21, 2014 at Capitol
Area Health &
Rehab in Lansing.
Linnie was born
May 11, 1922 in
Mecosta County, Michigan the daughter
of Manily and Flora (Johnson) Brown. She
was a member of Pilgrim Bible Church and
a dedicated Christian all of her life. She
was preceded in death by her husband, Rev.
Elmer Sickmiller; her parents, three brothers
and three sisters. Surviving are a brother,
Nahum (Viola) Brown; step children
and step grandchildren; many nieces and
nephews; best friend, Dorothy Zank.
Visitation and funeral was held Wednesday,
April 23 at Pilgrim Bible Church, 361 Pine
St., Cedar Springs. Pastor Michael Shiery
officiating. Interment Elmwood Cemetery,
Cedar Springs. In lieu of flowers, memorials
may be made to Pilgrim Bible Church.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

Pick your friends but not to pieces.

Thomas Cheslek phone 616.887.1761
manager-owner Fax 616.887.2870

www.hesselc heslekfuneralhome.com

A man that beareth false witness against his neighbour
is a maul, and a sword, and a sharp arrow.
Proverbs 25:18
God’s Little Insturction Book - Honor Books

ChurchDirectory
PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY

Sundays @
9:45 AM
& 11:15 AM

West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.
MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

w w w. t h e s p r i n g s c h u r c h . i n f o
135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Oak & Grant) | 616.696.2970

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Blessed John Paul II Parish
Roman Catholic Faith Community
3110 17 Mile Road | Cedar Springs, MI | 696-3904

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church
ServicesServices
at Cedarfield
Community
Center Center
at Cedarfield
Community
3592 173592
Mile17RD
NERd.
(Next
Meijer)
Mile
NEto
(Next
to Meijer)
Phone: 696-9120
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Phone: 696-9120
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Sunday
Services:
10AM, 10AM,
6PM 6PM
Services:
Pastor:Pastor:
Jim Alblas
Jim Alblas

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30pm • Sundays at 10:00 am & 5:00 pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

Rockford Springs Community Church

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL

(Since 1946) Non-Denominational
pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm
Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

Pastor David Vander Meer
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

www.rockfordsprings.org

Sunday WorShip
9:30am • 5:00pm

SAND LAKE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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US-131

S. to G.R.

S. to G.R.

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

616-696-3229








SundayS:
10:30 a.M.

MondayS:
open prayer
7-8 pM

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180

*NOT affiliated with
Creative Technologies
Academy (CTA)





suPerVIsed nursery care PrOVIded



10:00 a.m. coffee Fellowship downstairs
10:15
a.m. christian education FOr all aGes



Pastor Mary Ivanov




Firs

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am
Sunday Evening Worship 5pm
Sunday Youth Group 6:30pm

233 S. Main Street
696-1630

Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm
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Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church
10 am Sunday worship
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont

(616)784-1111

(corner of Pine Island, 1/4 mile west of Exit 95 of US 131)

www.holyspiritbelmont.org
New Ideas, Traditional Worship

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM







N. to Sand Lake





Pastor: Robert Eckert
65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673 

sunday
Worship:
10
aM
866-4298
Rev. Darryl Miller


www.coumc.com
Bible study: 11:15 aM Monday
Worship Service 9:30 am • Children’s Church 9:30 am
a.m.
 Worship 11
Family Night - Thursdays 5:30-7pm
enhance
fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f
N. to Sand Lake
22 Mile Road
Worship
11 a.m.



Worship
11 a.m.
Center
Worship 11 a.m. Solon
Solon Center Wesleyan Church
Mile
Road Road
N. to Sand Lake
22 Mile
Worship 1122a.m.
22 Mile Road
19 Mile Road
Cedar Springs Christian Church


sunday schedule:
TWO WOrshIP serVIces at 9:00 a.m.

and 11:30 a.m.




Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd.




Solon Center Wesleyan Church
19 Mile Road

The family of Ronny R. Merlington wishes
to express our most heartfelt thank you to all
those who supported us through the difficult
time surrounding his passing. We are so
grateful for the family members, friends and
colleagues from his professional and public
service life that gave us strength.

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com
696-3560

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM
Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 PM

Mary Queen of Apostles Church/St. Clara Mission

Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple | Sand Lake, MI | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm
Mass at St. Clara (4584 N. Bailey Rd., Coral, MI) Easter-October
Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

Keeping the Faith
Thursday, April 24, 2014

The Cedar Springs POST

Love saves the world from death
I pulled from my
bookshelf a few
systematic theology
books that I had not
opened for a long
time. I blew off the
dust, cracked the
stiff binding, and
dove into the hunBy Ronnie McBrayer
dreds of pages filled
with declarations about the attributes and characteristics of God. As I skimmed the pages I
was made freshly aware of how distracted we
have become.
For all of Christianity’s theoretical words
and defenses, the Apostle John was simple and
winsome with his definition of God: “God is
love,” he said. If Christians daily practiced this
definition instead of declaring and defending
how right we are, I imagine the world would
be a much different place.
Granted, love-talk is about all it is—just
talk. The late George Carlin said, “Love is incredibly powerful…But love can’t change the
world. It’s nice. It’s pleasant. It’s better than
hate. But it has no special power.”
I’m not yet ready to agree. Instead, I’m going
to take John at his word: Love is God’s nature
and love comes from God. Once this love gets
planted in our hearts, it spills out to others, resulting in transformation; it changes the world,
one person at a time.
To that end, there was a rabbi who became

Pulpit
...continued from page 4

When trials hit, count it all joy because you
can discover the power of prayer. We are not
talking about little ritualistic prayers that are
little more than words uttered as mere form.
This kind of prayer comes from the depth of
who we are and shows a desperation. We instinctively understand at moments like these,
that we are not infallible or invincible, and
that we really do need help from God. The
beautiful part of prayers like these is that God
promised us:
“Call to Me, and I will answer you.” (Jeremiah 33:3) (NKJV)
Understand that inherent in that promise
is the understanding that we must be surrendered to the will of God. Also, we must
realize that His answer may not be what we
expect, but He does all things well.
When trials hit, count it all joy because you
can gain an unshakable faith in God. True,
mature, and deep faith is formed not in the
calm and peaceful sunshine, but in the howling winds amid the dark night of the soul!
Faith in our fellow humans if often found to
be a let down, but faith in God results in more
faith as we find Him to be absolutely trustworthy. You can trust the character of God!
When trials hit, count it all joy because
you can discover the real values of life. Two
years ago, I sat in an oncologists office and
listened in stunned disbelief as my father was
informed that he was now a cancer patient. It

Bliss-Witters & Pike

friends with a Persian fortuneteller. Every
morning the two sat together and watched people head out of the village to work. As a man
walked by, the fortuneteller said, “I foresee that
this man will not come back. He will be bitten
by a snake and die.”
But at evening they saw the condemned man
re-enter the village! The Persian ran at once to
him, grabbed his backpack, and emptied it on
the ground. An enormous snake spilled out of
the bag; a snake very much dead. So the rabbi asked the man, “What did you do today to
avoid misfortune?”
The man answered, “I cut trees in the forest.
Every day at lunch the workers place our food
in a common basket and eat together. Today,
one of us had no bread and was ashamed. So
I told my friends, ‘Let me collect the food.’
When I came to him I pretended to take bread
from him, so that he would not be embarrassed.”
To this the rabbi burst out laughing. He said,
“My son, today you obeyed God’s commandment to love! You saved your coworker and
also saved yourself!” And turning to his fortuneteller friend, the rabbi said, “When one
loves from his heart, he changes the fates. Love
saves the world from death.” Indeed, it does.
Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated columnist,
pastor, and author. His newest book is “The
Gospel According to Waffle House.” You can
read more at www.ronniemcbrayer.me.
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Voices/views
Post
Scripts
The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350
words. The subject should be relevant to local readers,
and the editor reserves the right to reject letters or edit
for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability
concerns. All submissions MUST be accompanied by full
name, mailing address and daytime phone number. We
use this information to verify the letter’s authenticity. We
do not print anonymous letters, or acknowledge letters
we do not use. Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or
send to PostScripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar
Springs, MI 49319.

Apology

My apologies: It was brought to my attention at the April Council Meeting, that
I needed to apologize to others for my private e-mail sent to Patricia Troost, which
was read by a citizen of our community at
the public forum. I had thought that an earlier e-mail apology to Patricia was received
by her in good truth and that my mistake in
judgement had been forgiven. It was never
my intention that this e-mail would be made
public and ultimately involve hurt feelings
to those who were mentioned in the e-mail.
Therefore, I am asking that those involved
please forgive my mistake in judgement.
Bob Truesdale,
Cedar Springs City Coucil

NEW

Newstand
Due to Postal
Regulations we
had to move our
Drop Box from
the Post Office on
Cherry Street.
It is now located
in front of
Perry’s Place at
90 N. Main Street

truly seemed that the life of our family had
been turned upside down for the worse!
I’ve learned to hate the word cancer with
a new passion since then. As a family, we’ve
run the gauntlet of that disease together.
We’ve uttered impassioned prayers, shed
gallons of tears, faced the uncertainty of surgery, waited with bated breath for every test
result, and stared into the darkness hoping
this was all a bad dream.
We’ve also discovered that God is faithful,
His grace is sufficient, and that a vibrant relationship with Him is the most important thing
in life. We’ve learned to cherish every moment together as a family, spent a lot of time
reminiscing about our favorite family memories, made some good new memories, and
determined that we’re in this together on this
side of eternity and that we’re resolved (by
God’s grace)
to
someday
stand
on Heaven’s
shore together as a family.
We’re learning to live
with eterniThat’s how many “users” we have reading our work every week. That’s over
ty’s values in
15,000 residents that rely on us to learn of sales and services that are close
view. It’s not
been easy, but
to home and local news put together in a community-driven package.
we’re finding
out that you
can face a
trial head on
and still be
joyful.

Over 15,000 Friends
We want to share our friends with you!

Call 616-696-3655 to Advertise
or email sales@cedarspringspost.com

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

www.cedarspringspost.com
13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410
Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

36 E. Maple Street • P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Phone: 616-696-3655
Fax: 616-696-9010

The Cedar Springs POST
Page 6 		

Thursday, April 24, 2014

g
n
i
r
p
S

CAR CARE

Clever tips and tricks to save on auto insurance
(BPT) - Car insurance can take a bite out of your
budget. On average, consumers shelled out nearly
$800 for auto insurance for each vehicle in 2011, according to a recent report from the National Association of Insurance Commissioners. In some states, the
annual cost to insure one car topped $1,100.
To cut insurance costs, the first thing to do is talk to
your agent. Your agent can tell you about discounts
and other painless ways to reduce your premiums,
says Charles Valinotti, a senior vice president with
insurer QBE North America.
“Insurance companies reward drivers for behaviors that reduce risk,” Valinotti says. “But you have
to ask your agent which discounts and savings apply
to your situation. You may be surprised to learn the
number of ways you can lower your premiums.”
For example, if one of your teenage drivers earns As and
Bs in school, you may be eligible for a good student discount, Valinotti says. You may also be eligible for a discount if your son or daughter attends college more than 100
miles from home, and does not have a car at school.
Other ways to save include:
* Owning two or more cars and covering them on one
policy.
* Owning a vehicle that’s outfitted with safety equipment
like anti-lock brakes, air bags or a security system.
* Having a passive anti-theft device, such as a “smart”
chip embedded within a car key.
* Paying the full cost of the premium up front.
* Safe driving. Keep your driving record accident-free
for 36 months.
* Buying your auto and homeowners, renters or condominium insurance from the same company.
Whatever you do, don’t cut corners with coverage. While
it may be tempting, it is best not to buy a policy that offers
bare bones coverage. A savvier way to save money would

We feature

2 off

$

full-Service oil Change

Includes up to 5 qts. quality Valvoline Oil, filter,
lube & complete maintenance check.

Sand Lake oil-N-Lube

93 3rd Street | Sand Lake | 616-636-5250
Monday - Thursday 8 am - 5:30 pm
Friday 8 am - 5pm • Saturday 8 am - 12 noon

be to increase your deductible, Valinotti advises.
“Rather than buying minimal coverage, think
about increasing your potential out-of-pocket cost
if you have an accident,” Valinotti says. “If you can
handle it, raising your deductible can lower your
premium without reducing the amount of coverage
on your vehicles. Your agent can tell you exactly
how much you’ll save in premiums by choosing a
higher deductible policy.”
Don’t focus strictly on cost when choosing an insurer. A company that offers auto insurance at rock
bottom prices may not be your friend if it takes
forever to handle claims. Do your homework on a
company’s record of claims service before you buy
coverage.

Is your child’s car seat keeping
them safe?
By Diana Barkey

One of the most important
jobs as a parent is keeping
your child safe. Reading up
on the crucial subject of car
seat safety is an effective
way to keep your child safe
inside a moving vehicle.
The National Highway
Traffic Safety Administrator (NHTSA) estimates that
a properly installed car seat
lowers a child’s risk of death
by a shocking a shocking
71% for infants and by 54%
for toddlers.
Since 1975, approximately 8,000 children ages 1 to 5
have been saved due to car
seats. Thousands of children
are injured or killed each
year from car accidents.
These statistics prove that
keeping children safe inside
a car is extremely important.
Everybody loves to get
hand me downs when they

have children. However, are
car seats an acceptable hand
me down to use? Sometimes
car seats fail to protect children if the car seat has been
in an accident, haven’t been
properly taken care of or if
the car seat is expired.
Typically in the United
States car seats expire after
six years but some expire
anywhere from five to nine
years. A great tip to remember is that the car seat expires from the time it was
manufactured, not to be confused with the date the car
seat was purchased.
Every car seat is different so be sure to read the
user guide to find the expiration date. If for some reason the user guide has been
misplaced, there will most
likely be an expiration date
stamped on the base of the

car seat.
Car seats expire due to
the fact that safety standards
in the United States change
over time. This is because as
new and safer technology is
developed, the old ones are
dismissed. Secondly, the
materials the seat is made
from wear down. For example, the elasticity in a seat
belt can potentially decrease
if use is continued after a
serious car accident or after
the expiration date. Finally,
car seats are only tested for
a certain amount of time.
Manufacturers do not test
how well old car seats work
in a serious accident.
A main concern for parents is the price of car seats
and how to maintain up to
date ones on a low budget.
To save money, do not be
fooled by the price tag. All

car seats must be approved
by the United States current car seat standards. If
a more inexpensive seat is
purchased, it won’t necessarily put your child in more
danger than an expensive
car seat would. Also, more
expensive car seats don’t
always have a longer life
expectancy.
Ask yourself questions
such as, “Has this car seat
been in an accident?” “Are
the labels still attached?”
“Has this car seat been recalled?” and “Is this car seat
expired?” Taking all of these
questions into consideration
will keep your children safer
while in a vehicle.
Diana Barkey is in the
early childhood program at
Ferris State University.

*Off regular price. May not be combined with any other same service offers or discount.
No cash value. Must present this coupon. Not valid with other offers.
Limit 1 per customer. Expires 8/1/14

QuiCk. eaSy. truSted.
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Drivers are 23 times more
likely to be involved in a car
accident while texting.
- Virginia Tech Transportation Institute

Gebhardt
AGENCYInsurance
NAME
Town Springs
Name • • 555-555-5555
Cedar
616-696-9440

Receive $100 OFF
your deductible

when you mention this ad

• Tintable Stone Guard
• All-Over Paint & Spot Repair
• Glass Installed

69 Northland Drive | Sand Lake

(616) 636-5341

12666 (7-13)
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April is Financial Literacy Month Turn to spring car care
What to know before buying or leasing a vehicle
after rough winter

(c) Blue SkyImages - Fotolia.com

(StatePoint) Buying or leasing a vehicle is an exciting
decision. For many consumers, it’s the first “big ticket”
item they acquire. Knowing
what to expect before making
this important financial commitment will help you feel
confident about your decision
for years to come.
“To make wise decisions, it
pays to understand the tools
available to educate yourself
on financing a vehicle,” says
Mike Kane, vice president of
Consumer Credit Operations
at Ally Financial. “The internet has made it easy for shoppers to access these tools,
which can help you get the
most for your money during
the financing process.”
This April, which is Financial Literacy Month, Kane is
offering some auto finance
tips to help you make sense
of the process.
• Ways to Pay. There are a
few different options when it
comes to buying or leasing a
vehicle, such as paying cash,
getting a loan from a bank
or credit union, or negotiating a retail contract or lease
through a dealership. It’s important to choose the option
that works best for you. Visiting different dealerships is a
way to learn more about the
options available.

• What to look for. When
financing the purchase of a
vehicle, the total amount you
pay during the term of the
retail contract will depend
on several factors including the price of the vehicle,
the amount you finance and
the Annual Percentage Rate
(APR).
• The length of your retail
contract matters. Retail contract terms typically range
from two to six years, or
longer. The longer you take
to pay, the lower your payments will be, but your total
cost to finance will increase.
The length of your retail contract may also impact your
options to trade in your vehicle, should you have an outstanding balance. Choose the
terms that best fit your financial situation.
• Negotiation may be part
of the transaction. The terms
of the financing -- such as the
APR, vehicle selling price,
down payment, monthly
payment amount and term -may be negotiable with the
dealership. Ask about any incentives the dealership offers,
such as cash rebates or low
APRs.
• Do your homework. Using free online tools like payment calculators or vehicle
valuation guides will give
Collisio
n
Repair
Speciali
sts

Sturgeon Collison Inc.
(Formerly Larry’s Body Shop)

915 S Clay St | Greenville, MI 48838

Email: sturgeoncollision@hotmail.com

Phone: 616-754-6957
Fax: 616-754-8305

• Free Estimates for ALL makes & models
• Quality Auto Body Repair & Painting
• Expert Color Matching
• Glass Repair & Installation
• Full exterior & interior clean up with every repair
• Workmanship Guaranteed

rs
24+ Yea e.
nc
Experie

you the information you need
when it comes to negotiating
with the dealer.
• Stick with your budget.
There are ways to stay within
your budget after all the negotiations are over as well.
For example, once you have
your vehicle, you’ll need insurance. To get a lower premium, consider increasing
your insurance deductible,
should it fit your financial situation.
For more auto-related financial advice and for free
resources, visit www.allywalletwise.com.
Remember, there is no one
“right” way to finance a vehicle; only a series of choices
you can make to get the most
for your money. If you’re
planning to finance or lease a
vehicle in the near future, improve your financial knowledge to better understand the
process.

(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

tenance schedule. Whether
you choose to do your own
maintenance or patronize a
local repair shop, following a
routine service schedule is essential to keeping your car in
safe and dependable working
order.
* Keep an eye on the little
things. Your windshield wipers aren’t cleaning as well as
they should? Your gas tank
is missing its cap? There’s a
warning light on your dashboard? When you see your

car needs attention, don’t delay. Repairing small things
now can help avoid more
costly problems down the
road and add years of useful
vehicle life.
The Car Care Council offers
many free tools on its website
at www.carcare.org to help
consumers drive smart, save
money and be car care aware,
including the popular 60-page
Car Care Guide and a custom
service schedule and email reminder service.

FRee estimAtes

Auto & BoAt RepAiRs
Autos:

• Rust Repair Specialists
• Complete Collision Repair

BoAts:

• Fiberglass
• Painting
• Cleanup & Detailing

• Glass
• Insurance Work
• Shrink Wrapping
• Winterization

trAilers:

Repairs Including...
• Brakes
• Carpet

• Wiring
• Painting

41 Years At same Location!

11896 Northland Drive (just north of 14 Mile Road) Rockford

Check Out These Amazing Offers from the Service
Department of Ed Koehn Chevrolet in Rockford!!

OIL CHANGE
Only

FRONT END
ALIGNMENT

$
95
16
49
FREE FREE
$

95

Special

Includes 5 qts. of Conventional Oil, Dexos and
Synthetic Oils Additional. Expires 5/31/14.
6/30/14.

5/31/14.
4 Wheel Drive Slightly Higher. Expires 6/30/14.

Battery Condition Test
All Makes
and Models

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI

Many vehicles were neglected during the recent brutal winter months and could
use a little extra care by now.
The Car Care Council recommends that motorists follow
three simple steps during
National Car Care Month in
April to get vehicles ready for
the spring and summer driving season.
* Keep your vehicle clean.
Regular car washes and waxes protect the paint and body
of your car from corrosive
debris. In parts of the country where salt is used on the
roads, regularly washing is
especially important.
* Keep your car on schedule. Every vehicle has a manufacturer recommended main-

Go to our website today
to see how Ed Koehn can
help you with all your
auto needs!

www.getacar123.com

Installation with
purchase of a Battery

Ed Koehn

4650 14 Mile Rd. NE, Rockford, MI 49341

616-866-9511
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Arts/entertainment

H

ometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service for non-profit
agencies only. Due to popular demand for placement in this section, we
can no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This
is not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. Guaranteed
placement is $10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can email your
Hometown Happenings to happenings@cedarspringsPOST.com please
include name and phone number for any questions we may have.

Register Now for MCC’s Summer Camps
for Youths

Registration for Montcalm Community College’s summer camps
for youths is available now. Youth can focus on fine arts, language,
agriculture and writing this year. “CampWOWme (The World of
Writing: Multimedia Enhanced)” June 23-27 or July 14-18 from
8 am to 4 pm daily at MCC in Greenville. The cost is $90. “From
Field to Food – Where does your hamburger come from?” July 18
from 9 am to 4 pm at MCC in Sidney. The cost is $25. “Fine Arts
Camp: Fairy Tales” is July 21 – 15 from 8:30 am to 4 pm, daily
at MCC in Sidney. The cost is $90. “Camp Aloha,” Aug. 4 – 7
from 9 am to 12 noon daily at MCC in Greenville. The cost is $55.
“Spanish Camp,” Aug. 4 -7 from 9 am to 1 pm daily at MCC in
Greenville. The cost is $55. Visit www.montcalm.edu/camps for
more information.

“Antique Roadshow” Style Antiques
Appraisals

Apr. 26: Joan Bunn, a certified appraiser and owner of “Joan &
Associates” of Rockford will be at the Sand lake United Methodist
Education Building on Saturday, April 26 from 9 am to 4 pm to
appraise your antiques. $10 donation for each item verbally
appraised. Antique and Vintage sale, Bake Sale and Light Lunch
available. Come and spend the day! #17

Senior Lunch at Pine Grove Community
Church

Apr. 30: Calling all Seniors age 60 and older. Senior Cafe 2014
Season Opener is almost here. Wednesday the 30th of April, get
your taste buds ready! A quick peek in the kitchen revealed lasagna
to be the main dish with a side salad and pudding cups. Come at
Noon to our corner of M-82 and Beech. Let’s catch up with each
other after the long Winter break. See ya’ll there! #17

Free meal at OLC Family Center

May 1,15: God’s Kitchen North welcomes Northern Kent County
families to join us for an evening meal on Thursday, May 1 and
May 15th. No charge – No registration required. Served from 6-7
p.m. at Our Lady of Consolation Family Center, 4865 11 Mile Rd.
NE in Rockford. #17

Spring Craft and Vendor Expo

May 3: Hope Community Church, 7000 Myers Lake, Rockford,
is presenting its Spring Craft and Vendor Expo on Saturday,
Mary 3rd, from 10 am – 3 pm. More than 25 crafters and vendors
covering a lot of unique territory! Includes caricature artist, wood
décor, stuffed animals, handmade jewelry, fabric goods, clothing,
books, tools, cleaning products, skin care products, food and
kitchen products, tote items and so much more! We truly have the
best variety we’ve ever had and look forward to your stopping by!
#17,18p

Cub Scout Flower Sale

May 3,4: The Cub Scouts are having their annual flower sale. The
dates of the flower sale are May 3 and 4, 10 and possibly the 11th

live on StAge
Rogue River Community
Theatre Company presents

Gone thru
the Windows
Written by: Craig Sodaro

from 9 am to 5 pm. The location will be a White Creek Lumber. If
there are any questions you can contact Daniel Menefee 616-2325931. #17,18p

Ensley Nature Preserve Opens

May 3: Ensley Nature Preserve will be “Celebrating the Awakening
of the Forest” on Saturday, May 3 at 10 am. Come enjoy walking
the trails, playing, crafts, food and meeting new friends. Discover
this 40 acre preserve nestled in Ensley Township, ¼ mile off
Cypress Ave. on 136th Street west. Hope to see you there. #17

Jiggly Wiggly Frog Hunting

May 4: Howard Christensen Nature Center will go Frog Hunting
for the learning of frogs – not to capture forever – but to study their
habitats and mannerisms. First, we will learn (short fun lesson with
refreshments) about the frogs in Michigan and why they are so
important to our environment and a lot of other fun froggy facts
will be toad... told! Then around dusk, we will go hunting frogs.
We are going to get down in the pond areas with flashlights and
try to fund us some frogs for studying. This is for all ages – so
Mon/Dad, Grandma and Grandpa, bring the children and have
a fun filled night of sneaking around capturing frogs (at the end
of the night we will release our frogs back into the wild). Dress
appropriately. Sunday, May 4th from 6 – 8 pm. Donation of $5 per
person. 16190 Red Pine Dr., Kent City, 616-675-3158. #17

The Savvy Caregiver

May 6: The Savvy Caregiver is a nationally recognized program for
family members caring for a person with dementia. Topics include
strategies for managing the symptoms of dementia, improving the
quality of life as the disease progresses, sources of local help, and
increasing involvement of other family members in the caregiving
role. Participants are encouraged to attend all six classes to receive
the full benefit of the curriculum. Complimentary respite may be
available – ask for details when you register. Call the Alzheimer’s
Association for a eligibility screening and to register. 616-4594558 or 800-272-3900. Tuesdays, May 6, 13, 20, 27, June 3
and June 10 from 2 to 4 pm. Howard City Action Center, 132 E.
Edgerton St., Howard City. #17

Mother/Daughter Banquet at Pine Ridge
Bible Camp

May 10: Come enjoy a special morning out with delicious food,
fellowship and devotional presented by: Mrs. Terre K. Ritchie,
Director if Keys for Kids Ministries (formerly known as CBH
Ministries). Terre will also delight us with a special talent. Saturday,
May 10 at 10 am. Pine Ridge Bible Camp – VerLee Dining Hall,
8303 – 17 Mile Rd. 616-696-8675. Mothers, daughters and
grandmothers of all ages are welcome to attend. Cost is $6 (over
age 12); $4 (age 12 and under). Please RSVP via FB (Mother
Daughter Brunch) by calling the camp office at 616-696-8675 or
by e-mailing info@pineridgecamp.com by Wednesday May 7th.
When responding, please notify us of the number of adults and
children in your party. #17

5K to Raise Funds for Mitochondrial
Disease Research

May 17: The 5th Annual United Mitochondrial Disease Foundation
(UMDF) Breylon Senn 5K Walk-Run-Stroll is May 17 at Tri
County High School in Howard City. Registration begins at 10:45
am and the 5K begins at 11:45 am. This is a family – friendly event
for all ages and abilities. This year’s event will also feature the first
annual Superhero Dash for superheroes of all ages. Registration
is $20 per person and includes one event t-shirt and”Fight Mito”
bracelet, or $40 per family and includes two event t-shirts and
two bracelets. Children younger than 16 participate for free with
a paid adult registration. You can register online at www.umdf.
org/breylonsenn5k or email teambreylon@hotmail.com for more
information. Proceeds benefit the UMDF Breylon Senn Research
Fund, which funds research for Mitochondrial Disease. #17

Faith Based Guitar Boot Camp

May 19: A basic training for guitar will be taught at the Cedar
Springs United Methodist Church. Registration will be held
Monday May 19th at 6 pm. Students must be registered on this date.

Directed by: Brian Thomas

April 24, 25 & 26
@ 7:30 pm
SAturdAy mAtinee @ 2:30 pm
TickeTS: Adults $800
Students $500

Kent theatre

616-696-SHOW (7469)
www.kenttheatre.com

8 N. Main St., Cedar Springs

cOming SOOn!

mAy 2-4

Thurs. & Fri., May 8 & 9 • 9am-5pm
Sat., May 10 • 9am-12noon
We need good clean items by May 6th

Call 616-557-3125

mAy 9-11

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

Sand Lake United Methodist Church
65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake

JOKE
of theWeek
Genealogy

A little girl asked her mother, “How did the human race appear?”
The mother answered, “God made Adam and Eve and they
had children, and from them came the whole human race.”
Two days later the girl asked her father the same question.
The father answered, “Many years ago there were monkeys,
from which the human race evolved.”
The confused girl returned to her mother and said, “Mom,
why is it that you told me the human race was created by God,
and Dad said they developed from monkeys?”
The mother smiled and answered, “Well, dear, it is very simple. I told you about my side of the family and your father told
you about his.”

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

classic kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620
To register, enter at the South door located on Church Street. Class
size is limited to 12 students, first come, first served. Registration
fee is $55. A parent or guardian is required to sign. Guitar and
supplies are furnished. Classes will be Monday evenings for 12
weeks starting June 2nd. Classes will provide a time for prayer and
devotion. #17-20p

Benefit for teacher
and
coach
Scott
Hazel
Current and former Detroit Lions players to compete
against local supporters in basketball game to raise
money for teacher’s cancer treatment and expenses

More than Event Details
600 tickets Saturday, May 3, 2014
have
al- 7:00 PM
ready been Cedar Springs High School Gym
sold to the Tickets are $7 for adults - $5 for students
Tickets may be purchased by calling
“Team Ha(616) 340-0653 or at the door
zel versus
Detroit Lions” game to benefit beloved
Cedar Springs High School
teacher and soccer coach Scotty Hazel. On May 3, at 7 p.m.,
at Cedar Springs High School,
current and former Detroit Lions football players will take
on local members of “Team
Hazel,” a group of community
members who have come together to show their support of Scott, who is undergoing treatment
for liposarcoma.
Tickets are $7 for adults and $5 for students and may be purchased at the door or by calling (616) 340-0653.
A large portion of ticket sales have come from the students he’s
inspired over the years. The public outpouring of support is evident on the “Purple Haze Page” on facebook that was created
to provide regular updates from Hazel and encouraging thoughts
from friends. It has more than 1,700 members.
“Scott is that teacher who is equally loved and admired by
teachers and students alike. He’s given an incomparable amount
of positive dedication to this community over the years. I’m so
glad we have an opportunity to give back to him,” says event organizer and former Cedar Springs teacher, Cliffton Young.
Young is working with former Grand Valley football player
stand out, former Lions player, and Detroit sports announcer, Rob
Rubick, to assemble the Lions team. While the names of the Lions
players will be released closer to the event, the Team Hazel roster
is slated to include:
Players:
Buck Burnett, Cedar Springs Police Officer; Cedar Springs High
School alumni
Heather Carlson, Cedar Springs High School Teacher
Don Carlson, Regal Financial
Roger Carr, Cedar Springs Elementary School Teacher
Benefit - continues on page 9
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LEGAL
NOTICES
PUBLIC
NOTICE

SOLON TOWNSHIP
SPRING CLEANUP 2014

Annual Spring Cleanup for Solon Township
residents only has been scheduled for
Saturday, May 3rd and Saturday, May 10th, 2014
9:00 am to 4:00 pm
15185 Algoma Avenue
One 5 x 8 trailer with 48” sides or one pick-up
box is allowed per household. All items must
be in bags or boxes not to exceed 45 lbs.
Acceptable items include: lumber less than 4
feet long and bundled to weigh no more than
45 lbs., a limit of 4 car or passenger truck
tires per household, which must be cut into 4
pieces, washers, dryers, stoves, dishwashers.
Unacceptable items include: batteries, hazardous waste such as oil, paint, anti-freeze,
cleaning supplies or other liquid determined
to be hazardous, yard waste, concrete,
stones, roofing scrap, metal barrels (unless
both ends are cut out), fiberglass boats,
large plastic objects, toys or barrels, railroad
ties. No shovel offs.
Solon Township reserves the right to inspect
and accept or refuse all loads.
Please call the township office at 616-696-1718
with any questions.
Dated: April 18,
24, 2014

Bidding Projects Category
Bid Due: 4/29 at 2:00 p.m.
Bid To:
Cedar Springs Public Schools
Administration Building
204 E. Muskegon Street
CedarSprings, MI 49319
Location: Cedar Trails Elementary
204 E. Muskegon Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
Engineer: URS Corporation
3950 Sparks Drive SE
Grand Rapids, MI 49546
Ph (616) 574-8500
FAX (616) 574-8542
Owner:
Cedar Springs Public Schools
204 E. Muskegon Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
Ph (616) 696-1204
FAX (616) 696-3755.
Proj. Info:
This project consists of a Site Circulation and
Pavement Rehabilitation project located at the
Cedar Trails Elementary. General description of
work includes: removal and stockpiling of topsoil,
mass grading, storm sewer, underground storm
detention system, new staff parking lot, relocation / replacement of exterior light fixtures, milling
of existing HMA and new HMA pavement, concrete curb and gutter, concrete walkway, striping, signage, spreading topsoil seeding and final
restoration. Bidding documents (which include
bid forms, other necessary bidding and contract
forms, and the proposed Contract Documents)
may be examined by bidders at: River City Reproductions online plan room:
www.rivercityreproductions.com
ph: (616) 454-1220.
Plans Avail:
River City Reproductions online plan room:
www.rivercityreproductions.com
ph: (616) 464-1220.

Public Notice
city of cedar Springs
the Department of Public Works
will flush water hydrants
April 25, 2014.
to avoid staining laundry,
please allow water in the tap
to run until it is clear before
washing white or light colored clothing.
Dated: April 24, 2014

Linda Christensen
City Clerk
616.696.1330

Public Notice
city of cedar Springs
Spring brush Pick up

is scheduled for April 28, 2014.
Please stack branches all in one direction.
No stumps or branches larger than
six inches in diameter or
tree removals will be picked up.
Please have brush out by 6:00 a.m.
the DPW crew will only make one trip
through town.
Dated: April 24, 2014

At your

service ...

Cedar
H e at i n g &

Cooling inC.

SCHULTZ SEPTIC

"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential •Commercial

Our low rates are worth
the call! - 696-9570

616-696-2599

Public Notice
city of cedar SPriNgS
Summary of the regular
Meeting of the
cedar Springs city council

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main Street
Cedar Springs, Michigan

...continued from page 8

Pat Hillary, H20 Plumbing
Brooke Holt, Cedar Springs High School Teacher
Jeremy Plain, Cedar Springs Elementary School Teacher
Andy Secor, Cedar Springs Elementary School Principal
Ryan Smith, Argus Financial
Austin Thornton, former player Michigan State University basketball player; Cedar Springs High School alumni
Head Referee:
Dan Rypma Muskegon Community College Instructor, Cedar
Springs resident
Come out and show your support Scott Hazel and enjoy a great
game!

ExpEriEncE not guEsswork

Linda Christensen
City Clerk
616.696.1330

thursday, april 10, 2014
7:00 p.m.

Benefit

Page 9

EXCAVATING, INC.

Screened TopSoil
SCREENED
TOPSOIL
gravel
Sand
GRAVEL •• SAND
recycled
RECYCLED concreTe
CONCRETE
Licensed &
LICENSED
& insured
INSURED
commerciaL &
& residentiaL
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

636-5524
636-5524

$

5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

  #'%%" & !
 & !'" &!
Sat.
9:30am-1pm
$
&!



  "616.696.3900

www.deanexcavating.com

FLORIST CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.
FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

Your original
hometown florist
“Look
for
our
specials
“Look
canopy
“Look for
for the
the striped
green canopy
on Facebook.”
&& bright
yellow
bright
yellow doors”
doors”

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS

Low Cost Rentals Available

Auto Glass Installation

696-1830

13399 White Creek
The Meeting was Called to Order by Mayor Mark
866-0990 17 N. Main St.
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)
Fankhauser at 7:00 p.m.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Six Councilmembers were present.
A presentation on the August 5th Kent County
Senior Millage request was heard.
A public hearing was held on proposed Ordinance
No. 187, amending the City’s rental registration
Quality Flatwork • Poured Walls
ordinance to include mobile homes.
Licensed & Insured • FREE Estimates
The agenda and consent agendas were
approved.
6653 - 136th St., Sand Lake
Correspondence was heard.
The following were approved: a lease agreement
with Speedway; a revision to the City’s
Sprinkling Meter and a Professional Leadership
Policy; Resolution No. 2014 – 11, in support of
placing the Main Street Bridge on the MDOT
Local Agency Program Priority List; the City’s
engineers to perform the semi-annual bridge
inspection; Ordinance No. 187 as a first reading;
permission for Trout Unlimited to make planned
improvements to the portion of Cedar Creek by
Riggle Park and for the Mayor to sign documents
to further proceed with the City’s application to
USDA Rural Development for loans to finance
the proposed water and sewer improvement
projects.
The City Manager’s Report was heard.
Department Reports were heard.
Cement
&&
Cement
&
Cement
A motion to adjourn to Closed Session to discuss
Work
BloCkBloCk
Work
BloCk
Work
collective bargaining agreement negotiations
• Driveways
Pole
PatiosPatios
•Patios
Driveways
• Pole• Barn
Floors
was approved.
• Driveways
• PoleBarn
BarnFloors
Floors
A motion to return to Open Session was approved.
Sidewalks
• Retaining
SENIOR
Sidewalks
• Retaining
WallsWalls
Sidewalks
• Retaining
Walls
DISCOUNT
Council comments were heard.
Approved
Foundations
FHA FHA
Approved
Foundations
FHA
Approved
Foundations
AVAILABLE
The meeting adjourned at 9:07 p.m.

Bunker Concrete
Construction, LLC
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Hail Damage Specialist!

1-616-243-7842

CCCement
harlie
C&CBBBlockwork
ride
Charlie
MCMBMride
harlie
ride

Dated: April 24, 2014

Charlie
Jim
mcBride
Charlie
~ Jim~ mcBride
Charlie
~
Jim
mcBride

Linda Christensen
636-8451
Hooker
(616)(616)
636-8451
2388923889
Hooker
Road Road
(616)
636-8451
23889
Hooker
Road
City Clerk
Fax
(616)
636-8348
Sand
Lake,
MI
49343
Fax
(616)
636-8348
Sand
Lake,
MI
49343
Fax (616) 636-8348 Sand Lake, MI 49343
616.696.1330
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CLASSIFIEDS

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!
REAL
ESTATE

AUCTION

NOTICE: All real estate
advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Amendments Act and
the Michigan Civil Rights Act,
which make it illegal to advertise
“any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, national
origin,
handicap,
familial
status, age or marital status,
or an intention to making any
such preference, limitation or
discrimination.” Familial Status
includes children under the age
of 18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody
of children under 18. This
newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate, which is in violation of
the law. To report discrimination,
call the Fair Housing Center at
616-451-2980. The HUD tollfree number for the hearing
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

HOMES FOR SALE
Deluxe Condo Living in
Cedar Springs. 110 Junco Court 4BR/2BA with
jacuzzi and large 2 stall
garage. Oak Cabinets
and New Appliances. This
smoke/pet free unit is Lady
owned with Beautiful décor
and like new clean. Don’t
miss seeing this one. Price
$119,500. View on Cragslist. Phone Bob Truesdale 616-696-2050. #tfnb

CEDARFIELD
COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

Remodeled Home
with 24’x28’ garage
hanidcap ramp
walk-in tub, grab bars,
wide doorways

616-696-1100
Narrow
Your
Search
use the

Cedar Springs
Post
Classiﬁeds

Classiﬁeds Work

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

Auction: Friday, May 9 at 6
pm. Antiques, collectibles &
housewares. Items can be
viewed at auctionzip.com, ID#
31095 or from 2 – 6 pm on
Friday. Located at Peddlers
Market, 420 N. Lafayette,
Greenville. We are always
taking
consignments
and
buying estates. Call Rick at
616-302-8963. #17-20b

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

Rummage
Sale
Mamrelund Church Annual
Rummage Sale – Friday, April
25, 9 am – 6 pm and Saturday,
April 26, 9 am – 3 pm. Night Owl
Special on Thursday, April 24
from 5 – 9 pm. Admission fee
ONLY on Thursday - $5. #17b

Estate
Sale
Estate Sale – 60 years of
treasures. Complete household
plus quilts, collector plates,
porcelain dolls, Prince Charles,
Princess Diana and more. Old
school desk, trunks and much
more. April 25 & 26, 9 am – 6
pm, on 15 Mile Rd. between
Harvard Ave. and Ramsdell. #17

Apartments

Critter

“Treatment Facilities” in the
Sand Lake and Cedar Springs
area is looking for motivated
staff to assist individuals with
daily group treatment in anger
management, coping skills,
identifying thinking errors and
developing a “New Me” identity
among other needed goals for
success. Must be 18 years of
age with valid driver’s license
and pass a criminal history
check. Please call Carey at
(616) 437-8371 between 9a - 4p
Mon-Fri for further information.
Starting pay $9.00 with a .50
raise when required trainings
are completed. EEO/AA/H. #1417b
Local concrete company looking for
experienced employees. Position
to run crew is available with the
right experience. Laborers needed
as well. Full-time position. Most
Saturdays. Must have valid drivers
license. 616-799-0351. #17,18p

PETS of the Week

for Rent

Corner

Meadowcreek Apartments
1, 2 and 3 bedrooms available, appliances furnished,
cathedral ceilings. 300 Oak
St. Cedar Springs. Call 616249-1682. www.meadowcreekapts.us. #tfnb

Lost: Shar pei/ boxer mix,
female, brown, wearing a blue
collar was lost on April 7th by
Tow’s Country Store in Gowen.
Call 616-799-2226. #15

Cedar Springs one bedroom apartment with small
sewing/ craft room. Rent
$620/ mo. Or $145 weekly. Includes all utilities plus
free laundry. Deposit required. Call 616-696-1229.
#17,18p

LOST and
Found

Found: Male Black Lab,
possibly mixed. Collar missing.
Very smart and well trained.
Very friendly. Found in the area
of 18 Mile and Shaner. Could
possibly be from the Pine Lake
area. Call 616-696-2625. #15

me find my forever home!
Hi, I’m Foster!
I’m
a 5 year old American
Staffordshire Terrier.
I
love being around people
and getting attention. I’m
an active guy who enjoys
going on walks and playing
with toys. I would prefer
to be the only dog in the
home so I can have all of
Foster
your attention. Come and
meet me at Humane Society of West Michigan.

Lost • Found • Free

Found: A bucket of tools fell off
a pick-up truck on March 7th in
the 14 Mile/ Cedar Rock area.
Call 616-866-5397 to identify.
#14

Services
A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb
Garage Doors: Spring repairs. Sales, service and
installation of garage doors
and electric openers. Lowest prices guaranteed.
Free Estimates. 616-3343574. #17p
Town of Cedar – Trash Service
Special: $10 month with can
always. Call Lets Talk Trash
616-984-6189. #17-28p

For more information on the Humane Society of West
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077
Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road
during adoption hours or visit ww.hswestmi.org.
Adoption Hours:
Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm,
Saturday: 10am-4pm

Animal Ads

FREE

are

in

Hi, I’m Valley Girl! I’m
a 9 months old Domestic
shorthair kitty looking for
a home to explore. I love
to be active and play with
toys. I enjoy spending time
with people and you can
currently find me at the
Chow Hound in Cascade.
Be sure to stop in and help

Valley Girl

Free: Cats. Good barn cats,
good mousers. Call 616-6962625. #15

The POST
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those that gave their
to remember and honor
those
Memorial Day is a day
a day to remember all
our country. It’s also
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are now deceased. Inside
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that have served and
we honor them with
area cemeteries, and
of veterans buried in
If you know of a veteran’s
Post, on pages 11-14.
them
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us know and we’ll add
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for next year.
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Turtle rescue!

ed
Mobile home fire deem

arson

the
about the fire to call
if anyone has information or Silent Observer at
the home. He asked
Department at 696-1311, can also text a tip to
that occurred in Cedar
A mobile home fire
Cedar Springs Police
You
free at (866) 774-2345.
last week is being inline
(616) 774-2345, or toll
Springs Mobile Estates
must appear on the first
The keyword TIP138
CRIMES (274637).
vestigated as arson.
Observer.
1:30 a.m. Thursday,
in order to reach Silent
The fire broke out about
of your text message
The Cedar Springs Fire
May 20, at 329 Sarah.
minon scene within six
Department arrived
the blaze.
utes and quickly extinguishedthat the fire startsaid
Fire Chief Jerry Gross
to
was mostly contained
ed in a bedroom and
of
at home at the time
that area. No one was
fire.
to
was called out again
The fire department
Friday afternoon, after
the mobile home on
a
heard a beeping, like
someone thought they
a
off. It turned out to be
smoke detector going
false alarm.
Springs Police Chief
According to Cedar
deinvestigator made the
Roger Parent, a fire
this week.
termination of arson
suspicious from the
Parent said the fire was
police had been to that
beginning because the
a coday on a report from
address earlier in the
from
had been removed
owner that property
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Hometown Hero Clean

the turtle police!
Halt! In the name of
Road, in
up traffic on Johnson
Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding
beautiful
Gabriel, 10, helps this
Gowen, while big brother, The two boys are the sons of
road.
painted turtle cross the
Springs.
a cerCarla Lillie, of Cedar
We’ll be sending you
Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel!
Team.
the Post Turtle Rescue
photo
tificate and a pin for
still time—send us your
For other readers, there’s
and include a
postnews@charter.net
of a turtle rescue to
contact info.
brief message and your
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reaching around the world

Call a Sales Rep TODAY!

616-696-3655

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at

www.cedarspringspost.com
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(25)																																																									 $12.20
25 words or less $12.00

Holland’s Grand Rapids terminal is hiring full
time local drivers & regional drivers and part
time dockworkers. Drivers must be 21 yrs old,
having a CDLA w/ hazmat & tanker w/ 1 yr or
50k miles experience. Apply on line at www.
hollandregional.com/careers. Company paid
health insurance for full time drivers after probation. Part time dock workers. Dock workers
must be 18 years old.
EEO/AAE Minorities/Females/Persons with Disabilities/Protected Veterans

$12.40

$12.60

$12.80

$13.00

$13.20

$13.40

$13.60

$13.80

$14.00

$14.20

Cost of Ad
$ ________
Box
$1.50
Bold
$1.50
Name ________________________________
Ad Total
$ ________
Times to run
X ________
Address_______________________________
Amount Due
$ ________
Phone ________________________________
Start Date (Thurs.) ____________
Signature ______________________________
Type of Payment
___Cash
Expiration Date ______________
___Check
Credit Card Number ___________________________________ ___Credit Card

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.
Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.
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Sports / Outdoors

Wrestlers place at nationals
Blake Peasley takes national championship title

West
Michigan
Pursuit thought that
the MYWA State Finals would be their
last tournament of
the season but we
have some wrestlers
who were not ready
to end their season
quite yet. There is
the National United Wrestling Association for Youth
(NUWAY).
This
competition typically brings the top
8 wrestlers from
each state to compete. WMP brought
five grapplers to
compete and all
five brought home a
coveted All American Status Title.
“I have a core
group of kids who
can’t get enough wrestling. Looking forward to training these young kids during the off
season and start out strong next year, said Owner and Head Coach, Dave Andrus.”
Luke Egan, a first year wrestler, is six years old and attends Cedar Trails here in Cedar
Springs! Luke wrestled the 49 lb wt class and finished taking 7th Place in the nation with a
season record of 57-9 and eight Championships under his belt. Olivia Male, a fourth year
wrestler, is 10 years old and attends Cedar View here in Cedar Springs! Olivia wrestled
the 70 lb wt class in the USAW Women’s Nationals and finished taking 6th Place in the
nation with a season record of 23-23 and two Championships under her belt. Jayden Marcano-Cruz, a first year wrestler, is five years old and attends East Elementary in Grandville.
He wrestled the 43 lb wt class and finished his season taking 4th Place in the nation with
a season record of 37-8 and seven Championships under his belt. Brocke Fisher, a fourth
year wrestler, is 11 years old and attends Rockford middle school. Brocke wrestled the 60
lb wt class and finished his season taking 3rd Place in the nation
with a final record of 19-9 and five Championships under his belt. Blake Peasley, a second year wrestler, is six years old and attends Lakes Elementary in Rockford. He wrestled
the 58 lb wt class and finished his season taking home a National Championship Title and
giant eagle trophy. Blake is our only West Michigan Pursuit grappler who remained undefeated the entire season with a record of 36-0 and fourteen Championships under his belt.
Congratulations to all of our Pursuit of Champions!
If you are interested in obtaining more information about West Michigan Pursuit, please
come check us out. We are located in the Cedar Springs Sports Plex and practices are on
Tuesday and Thursdays from 6:30-8:00 p.m.
		

Wildfire season is here
Wildfire prevention week April 20-26

Most of Michigan’s
wildfires occur in the
spring – April, May
and June. According to
the Department of Natural Resources, which
is responsible for wildland fire protection
on 30 million acres of
state and private land,
April is when wildfires
start becoming a problem. During the state’s
annual observance of
Wildfire Prevention
Week, April 20-26, the
DNR reminds the pubwildfire started a house on fire in Nelson Township 5 years ago
lic about the dangers of This
last week. Photo by J. Reed.
wildfires.
“One out of three wildfires in Michigan is eaves, porches and decks. This prevents embers
caused by someone burning debris who did not from igniting your home.
Keep your lawn hydrated and maintained.
take proper precautions or obtain a burn permit,”
said Paul Kollmeyer, resource protection manag- Dry grass and shrubs are fuel for wildfire. If it is
er within the DNR’s Forest Resources Division. brown, cut it down to reduce fire intensity.
Remove fuel within 3 to 5 feet of your home’s
“Many people look outside and think the snow
and spring rains have taken the edge off the wild- foundation and out-buildings, including garages
and sheds. If it can catch fire, don’t let it touch
fire danger.”
your house, deck or porch.
That’s not the case, Kollmeyer said.
Remove dead vegetation surrounding your
“The dried leaves, needles and brown grass
from last year are still there. When the weather home, within the 30- to 100-foot area.
Wildfire can spread to tree tops. If you have
is warm, folks want to get out and clean up their
yards. They don’t realize that all it takes is one large trees on your property, prune them so the
strong wind gust catching an ember to ignite a lowest branches are 6 to 10 feet high.
Don’t let debris and lawn cuttings linger. Chip
wildfire.”
Kollmeyer said this is why plan- or mulch these items quickly to reduce fuel for
ning is so vital before a match is even lit. fire.
When planting, choose slow-growing, careA person is required to get a burn permit prior
to burning brush and debris in Michigan. Resi- fully placed shrubs and trees so the area can be
dents in the northern Lower Peninsula and Upper more easily maintained.
Landscape with native and less flammable
Peninsula can obtain a free burn permit by www.
michigan.gov/burnpermit. Residents in southern plants. For more information about making fire
Michigan should contact their local fire depart- wise landscaping choices, visit www.firewise.
ment or township office to see if burning is per- msu.edu.
“Be safe and smart when it comes to fire,”
mitted in their area.
In addition to obtaining a burn permit, the Kollmeyer said. “Fire prevention is everyone’s
DNR recommends people take the following responsibility.”
For more tips in safeguarding your home and
steps to reduce the risk of wildfire to their home
property from wildfire risk, www.michigan.
and property:
Clear leaves and other debris from gutters, gov/preventwildfires.

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche

Game and Nongame Management
Wildlife management has
been shifting to an ecosystem approach for 50 years. In
the early 1900’s and before,
wildlife management was
done species by species. If
more deer were desired, that
was the focus of management. If more ruffed grouse
were desired, effort focused
on that species.
Aldo Leopold revolutionized management thinking
with his 1933 Game Management textbook. He encouraged a shift from autecology
to synecology. Autecology is
narrowly focused on single
species without concern for
other species or impacts of
its management on the ecosystems. Synecology is focused on the ecosystem with
attention toward improving
conditions for wildlife communities.
Today the Michigan DNR
uses a synecology approach
more extensively. It considers a multitude of species
when making habitat management decisions but con-

tinues emphasis on selected
hunted species. Changing the
cultural mindset of the public
and staff is a slow difficult
process.
Howard Meyerson reported that a National Survey of
Fishing, Hunting, and Wildlife Related Recreation found
39 percent of Michigan residents watch wildlife and 21
percent hunt and/or fish. The
Michigan DNR spends 95
percent of its wildlife management budget for hunting
and fishing management and
5 percent to support nongame
wildlife management.
A 2011 survey by the US
Fish and Wildlife Service
found 71.8 million people
engage in wildlife watching,
while 33 million fish and
13.7 million hunt wildlife.
Correspondingly watchers
spend $54.9 billion annually,

fishers spend $41.8 and hunters spend $33.7 billion.
Interest in wildlife is shifting toward watching from
hunting. There is a management need for both to maintain healthy ecosystems.
Deer and rabbit abundance
damages ecosystems because we have reduced predator populations to unhealthy
ecosystem levels. That was a
result of autecology practices. The synecology practice
of allowing wolves to survive
in ecosystem is controversial
to our traditional autecology
mindset.
Unfortunately most people are not aware of autecology or synecology. Our
culture remains focused on
autecology game management instead of the synecology ecosystem management.
Public focus is often focused
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on “What I want from the
environment” instead of supporting healthy ecosystem
management. Wildlife biologists strive for synecology
practices but public pressure
and support lags behind.
Leopold’s book is revolutionary but dry reading. What
Aldo Leopold described almost 100 years ago is still
a new idea compared with
hundreds of years of wildlife management. We tend

to follow practices and focus
money on how things were
previously done instead of
changing our culture toward
ecosystem nature niche management.
The question “why staff
energy is devoted most heavily to hunted species,” when
more of the public watches
instead of hunts is not easy
and creates uneasiness. Some
hunters do not want money
they spend on hunting licenses used on non-hunting
programs. Some watchers
do not want nongame money
spent on programs that also
supports hunting. Both are

essential for healthy ecosystem management. We had
an opportunity to approve a
tax on sporting equipment
like binoculars that would
support watching wildlife
management programs. The
public voted no but hunters
generally support hunting
taxes.
Natural history questions
or topic suggestions can be
directed to Ranger Steve
(Mueller) at odybrook@
chartermi.net Ody Brook,
13010 Northland Dr, Cedar
Springs, MI 49319-8433.
616-696-1753.

No Dental Insurance?
CedarRock Dental Care
announces its

Comprehensive Dental Plan
It can save anyone without dental insurance
hundreds, if not thousands, of dollars every year.

For details, call 863-7049.
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Tips for a Bountiful Backyard Garden

(Family Features) The
benefits of having your own
backyard vegetable garden
are plentiful, and can include significant lifestyle
impacts, such as healthier
eating habits, money saving
perks and more.
A Relaxing, Healthful
Hobby
Looking for a hobby that
allows you to contribute to
the health of your family?
Take up gardening. Beyond
producing nutritious foods,
it can help you teach your
family about local agriculture, all while basking in
the tranquility of the great
outdoors. Though starting
your own home garden can
be intimidating, there are a
few simple steps to get you
started. Once developed, it
can yield fruits and vegetables from early spring and
into the fall.
1) Do Some Research
Find out what vegetables
grow best in your area and
when is the right time to
plant and harvest. Many
local university extension
programs have this information readily available
online. For each plant, consider the amount of water
needed, how much sunlight
is required and if it should
be started from seed or a

transplanted seedling.
2) Choose a Good Spot
Keep in mind vegetables need at least six hours
of sun each day, so plant
away from the shade of
buildings, trees and shrubs.
Planting close to your
house may make you more
likely to bring your harvest
right into your kitchen, and
will help you remember to
weed and water. Including
rain and irrigation, your
garden needs at least one
inch of water per week.
Make sure you can easily
access a water supply nearby. Some products, such as

an Ames NeverLeak hose
reel, provide convenient
hose storage and can easily
reach all parts of your yard.
Be sure to choose a level
area of your yard so when
watering it will not pool in
lower areas.
3) Clear the Area
Use your garden hose or
a string to mark the area for
proper placement of your
garden. Use a sod lifter or
garden spade, keeping the
area level and removing as
little topsoil as possible.
Next, use a round point
shovel, such as the True
Temper True American

Round-Point Shovel, to dig
into the soil about 12 inches, breaking it up and removing clumps. To encourage proper drainage and
escape light freezes in early
spring and fall, construct
a raised bed by creating a
border with wood slats and
filling in with soil.
4) Prepare the Soil
Use a rake to create a
smooth finish and remove
debris or stones on the surface. You may want to add
manure, compost or soil additives to provide additional nutrients in the soil.
5) Plant Your Seeds

Tips to spring clean your deck and patio

(StatePoint) It’s the time of year when sprucing up your
deck and patio becomes a top weekend priority. Whether
you use the space for entertaining or for solitude, you’ll
want it clean, comfortable and safe this spring.
Take time to dust off your outdoor furniture and wipe
down cushions that have been in storage all winter. Inspect flower pots, bird feeders and other outdoor décor to
ensure they withstood the cooler months. Replace anything that is damaged.
Before setting furniture and décor back, give the surface below a good clean. Whether you’re dealing with
cement, brick or wood, the quickest and most thorough
way to deep clean and restore surfaces to a like-new condition is with a pressure washer. Knowing how to use
one properly is important for a quality job and for your
safety.
Usage Tips
• Different surfaces require different cleaning techniques.
Ensure you’re following the instructions for the surface
you’re cleaning.

Rowland’s
suRplus outlet

• Always read and follow the operator’s manual and all
operating instructions.
• High-pressure spray can cut through skin, so never
spray people or animals. Wear closed-toed shoes and goggles while pressure washing.
• Assume a solid stance and firmly grasp the spray gun
with both hands to avoid injury if the gun kicks back before
squeezing the spray gun trigger.
• Never spray near power lines, service feeds, electrical
meters, wiring and windows.
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Determine if you will be
starting your plants from
seeds or transplanting small
seedlings. Be sure to research how much room each
plant will need and plot the
layout of your garden. Dig
V-shaped furrows using a
warren hoe or the edge of a
garden hoe. Carefully distribute the seeds in the furrows evenly and in accordance with the instructions

on the seed packet. Cover
the seeds and pat down
gently, then water thoroughly.
Use this information for a
fruitful harvest this gardening season. For more tips,
visit www.AmesTrueTemper.com or www.Facebook.
com/TrueTemperTools.

• Check the engine oil level each time you use a pressure washer. When changing or adding oil, don’t overfill
the engine crankcase. Doing so can cause smoking, hard
starting, spark plug fouling and oil saturation of the air
filter.
Buying Tips
Buying a pressure washer for the first time or replacing an old one? Here are some guidelines:
• Pressure washers are categorized in groups based
upon frequency of use and the types of products and
surfaces they are best suited for cleaning.
Selecting the right pressure washer for your needs
depends on what you’re going to clean, how often you
plan to do so, and how much time you want to spend.
Ask yourself these questions before making a purchase.
• Look for a versatile pressure washer that can be used for
a variety of tasks. For example, the new Briggs & Stratton
POWERflow+ pressure washer has both a high pressure
and a high flow mode for different spring cleaning chores.
Deep clean your patio and driveway in high pressure mode
or clean more delicate surfaces and rinse away debris in
high flow mode.
• Consider going green with a model having reduced environmental impact. If you have an older pressure washer,
a newer model could offer lower emissions and better fuel
efficiency.
• Learn more about pressure washers before making an
investment. For a buying guide and instructional videos,
visit www.BriggsAndStratton.com.
With a deep clean, you can restore and refresh your
home’s outdoor spaces and make them a friendly place to
relax and have fun.

1565 Dagget Road
Pierson

Robinson

616-636-5565
887-2060

Septic cleaning, llc

w w w.robinsonseptic.net

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals
Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City
and surrounding areas since 1979

