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Actress in Columbine film to speak at local church
By Judy Reed

Payton Christian, an actress, model and speaker, will speak at North Kent Community Church on Sunday, April 30, and be on
hand to speak to youth that evening at a community-wide showing of “I’m not ashamed,” a film telling the story of Rachel
Scott, the first victim in the Columbine shooting in 1999. Courtesy photo.
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The shooting at Columbine High
School in Colorado in 1999 was a tragic event that people will not forget. And
the stories that came out of it—like the
shooting of Rachel Joy Scott—the first
victim, are a reminder of the courage of
many of the students.
“I am not ashamed,” a movie that
tells her story and is based on Scott’s
diaries, came out last fall. It will have
a special showing next weekend, April
30, at North Kent Community Church,
1480 Indian Lakes Rd NE, at 5:30 p.m.
Payton Christian, an actress who plays
a Columbine student in the movie, will
be on hand to give her own testimony
during the 10 a.m. service April 30,
and will speak to youth at the community-wide screening at 5:30 p.m.. She
will also speak to youth at the En Gedi
Youth Center on Monday, May 1, at
2:45 p.m. at Red Hawk Elementary.
Payton is an 18-year-old actress
and model who lives in Erin, Tennessee. Her faith and family are both important to her. She lives on a 200-acre
farm called Christian Farm, with her
mom, dad, and grandmother. She was

Library to close this week

homeschooled from about second
grade on, because of an auto-immune
deficiency. “I would be sick all of the
time, catch colds and flu really easy,”
she explained. So her mom decided to
keep her home and homeschool her. It’s
gotten better as she’s gotten older, but
it’s still with her. “It’s just something I
have, it doesn’t stop me,” she said.
When she was 11, she was watching New York fashion week, and told
her mom she’d like to do that. So they
looked at agencies, and chose a Christian-based agency. “They told me I was
a little short for modeling but they could
put me in a movie here and there,” she
explained with a chuckle.
Her first movie was “Rumors of
War,” when she was almost 12. “It’s an
intense, faith-based film about the end
of days,” she explained. “Not for kids
under 13.”
Payton has done a variety of movies—both secular and Christian, but
said her heart is with faith-based movies. “I love God and love doing films
about Him and his word, and how he’s
worked through people’s lives,” she
said.
Actress - continues on page 14

Still needs 200 boxes
By Judy Reed

An era will come to an end this
weekend when the Cedar Springs
Public Library, at the corner of
Cherry and 2nd Streets, closes its
doors to get ready to move into a
brand new location at the corner
of N. Main and W. Maple Streets,
near Cedar Creek.
According to The Cedar Springs
Story, by Sue Harrison and Donna
DeJonge, the first library was in the
Congregational Church, at the corner of Beech and Second Streets.
It was later torn down and Dr. J.H.
Teusink later bought the property
to build a home.
In 1936, plans were made to
raise money for a new home for
the library. The library was housed
in two rooms in a building rented
by the Cedar Springs Clipper. The
Clipper moved in 1941, and it was
necessary for the library to move to
a new location. The Village gave
permission for the library to use the
old jail at 43 W. Cherry. The story
goes that when Mae Hawkins, librarian at the time, was taken to the
building and saw the two “gorilla
cages” and damaged wainscoting,
she immediately resigned. Officials talked her into staying until
the building was improved.
Later the Library shared a building at the same location with the
Cedar Springs Fire Department.
The fire station had the west part
of the building, and the library
the east side, until a new fire barn
was built in the late 1970s, or early
1980s.
This Saturday, April 22, will be
the last day that the library at 43 W.

opens satellite site
New site opens at North Kent
Community Services
This photo shows how the library at 43 W. Cherry looked when they shared it
with the fire station. Courtesy photo.

This photo shows a former librarian at 43 W. Cherry. Does anyone know who
she is? Courtesy photo.

Cherry will be open to the public.
They will be open Friday, noon
to 6 p.m. and Saturday 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. After that, books can
be dropped off in the drop box in
front of the library until May 1.
The library staff will be packing to move the week of April
24, and plan to reopen in the new
library on May 8, with a grand

opening on May 13 from 2-5
p.m.
The library still needs 200 boxes 12x19 and 10x18x11.5 (like
what copy paper reams come
in). If you have boxes the library
can use, just knock on door next
week and drop off or leave outside in good weather.

North Kent Community Services, 10075
Northland Drive NE Rockford, is now offering
services to help people find jobs. On Mondays
and Wednesdays from 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m., West
Michigan Works! will help people with resume
writing, cover letters, and more at the NKCS location. Anyone can use West Michigan Works!
Services. You do not have to be a client of NKCS.
West Michigan Works!, a workforce development firm that aims to develop Michigan’s economic future, helps clients take the next step in
their new career, free of charge. “The best way
out of poverty is through livable wage employment,” said Claire Guisfredi, Executive Director
of North Kent Community Services. “People
need the right skills to be competitive in the
workforce. To have this vital resource available
to people at NKCS will impact northern Kent
County in a powerful way.”
Through North Kent’s partnership with West
Michigan Works!, clients will have the opportunity to utilize the resources provided at NKCS,
such as access to its computer lab, printing, and
fax services. “We are pleased to partner with
North Kent Community Services to better coordinate services for residents in northern Kent
County,” said West Michigan Works! CEO Jacob
Maas. “Employers are looking for talent; this
new location will offer a variety of job search
resources to make that connection.”
For more information about West Michigan
Works! and to see upcoming hiring events and
workshop schedules, please visit westmiworks.
org.
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The Post travels “After the Disaster”
consumer alert
to Ohio and
Kentucky
Kathy and Katia Corwin took the Cedar Post and spent
spring break with Dave and Diane Taghon visiting relatives in Ohio, celebrating Katia’s 16th Birthday, and
touring the National Air Force Aviation Museum. They
then traveled to Mammoth Cave in Kentucky, Keeneland Horse Race Track, and Kentucky Horse Park. The
vacation ended with them enjoying The Ark Encounter
and The Creation Museum, also in Kentucky.
It sounds like you had a great time! Thanks so much
for taking us with you!
Are you going on vacation? Take the Post with you
and snap some photos. Then send them to us with some
info to news@cedarspringspost.com or mail them to
Post travels, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. We
will be looking for yours!

Michigan Day: May 6 at the
Michigan History Center

Celebrate real things, real places and real stories of Michigan
Michigan Day is a new
twist on a tradition that began more than 60 years ago.
On Saturday, May 6, the
Michigan History Center in
Lansing debuts a new signature event celebrating our
Michigan pride. Michigan
Day features free admission, special guests, activities, hands-on explorations,
demonstrations and makeand-take projects highlighting the full range of Michigan’s diverse history.
The event takes place
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. at
the Michigan History Center, located at 702 W. Kalamazoo St. in downtown
Lansing.
Although Michigan Day

is new, the idea behind it is not. In 1950,
a group of Michigan business leaders
formed a task force to
promote Michigan as a
great place to live and
start a business. Michigan Week was born
out of the initiative
and first celebrated in
1954. The inaugural
celebration ended with
the
groundbreaking
ceremony for the construction of the Mackinac Bridge.
“We are honoring
Michigan
Week’s
original mission of
promoting pride in all
things Michigan with

Right: Michigan Day logo,
featuring Proud Robin.

Costumed docents will represent all eras of Michigan history and run handson activities for visitors of all ages.

CASSA is proud
to partner with
Cedar Springs
Brewing Company,

On Tueday, April 25*
from 4-9pm for
Community Give Back
night! 10% of all food
purchases will be donated
to your local soccer club.
A delicious way to show
support for youth sports!

*last
week’s ad had
incorrect date

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

Brauhaus
&
Restaurant

this new Michigan History Center signature event,”
said Michigan History Center Director Sandra Clark.
“Our focus is always on getting people curious about
Michigan and sharing its
history in new and interesting exhibits, programs and
activities. Michigan Day
brings an incredible range
of stories together for a fun,
one-day extravaganza.”

Michigan Day is made
possible with the key contributions of Michigan History Center volunteers, said
Sara Gross, Michigan History Center volunteer coordinator and engagement
specialist. “Our volunteers
work hard year-round to develop amazing educational
tools; Michigan Day shows
off their many talents and
skills!”

95 North MaiN | Cedar SpriNGS
CSBreW.CoM | (616) 696-Beer

Michigan Day will have a
special focus on the 60th anniversary year of the Mackinac Bridge, a tribute to that
first Michigan Week celebration. Visitors can take
part in a family-friendly
bridge engineering activity
and see original documents

Fixing cars is our job...

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

The average
American consumes
23 gallons of beer
per year.

Michigan Attorney General Bill Schuette recognized the start
of Severe Weather Awareness Week this week by releasing a
new “After the Disaster” consumer alert providing Michigan residents with tips to avoid be scammed after a severe weather event.
“While most business and charities act with the utmost professionalism and ethics, there are some bad apples who chose to take
advantage of another’s misfortune,” said Schuette. “I urge residents to look at this consumer alert before severe weather strikes.”
SPOT IT: Post-disaster scams
• Price Gouging - Basic goods and services are top priorities
after disaster strikes: the demand for certain services increases and scammers take advantage.
• Scammers attracted by FEMA payments - Scammers
swarm to weather disasters to take advantage of otherwise
careful consumers who have FEMA money for repairs and
want to act quickly to avoid further problems like mold or
rot.
• Emergency home repairs - Home repair and disaster cleanup scams can be avoided if you know what to look for and
take your time before you hire anyone.
• Government Imposters - Criminals use everything from legitimate government references and threats of government
action, to promises of government assistance to trick disaster victims.
• Sudden business closures - If a business suddenly closes
that you have dealings with, act quickly to stop any further
charges or any scheduled payments by your bank or card
company.
• Flood-damaged vehicles - Flood-damaged cars can be
shipped across the country to a car lot in your neighborhood
just days after a flood. Many flood-damaged cars appear for
sale on the internet or at car lots far away from the disaster
without any mention or obvious signs of the damage.
• Disaster relief charity scams - Scam artists see disaster tragedies as opportunities to enrich themselves.
STOP IT: How to avoid being scammed
• Check credentials: Michigan law requires a Residential
Builder license for any project costing $600 or more.
• FEMA inspectors verify damages, but they do not involve
themselves in any repair, and they do not “certify” any contractor.
• Weather disasters and other unpredictable conditions can
trigger suddenly higher prices. File a consumer complaint
with the Attorney General’s Consumer Protection Division
if you suspect price gouging.
• Don’t put your hard-earned money into a flood-damaged
lemon: inspect vehicles closely or take it to an independent
mechanic to inspect.
Report Fraud
If you have been the victim of a disaster-related scam, or if you
would like to file a general consumer complaint, please contact the
Attorney General’s Consumer Protection Division:
Consumer Protection Division P.O. Box 30213, Lansing, MI
48909. Phone: 517-373-1140 Fax: 517-241-3771 Toll free: 877765-8388. Online complaint form: https://secure.ag.state.mi.us/
complaints/consumer.aspx

Collision & Glass Centers

Fixing Cars. Helping people.

Visit our neweSt LOCatiOn in Cedar Springs on white Creek ave.

... Helping people is our business.
Greenville Location:
(616) 754-0307

Cedar Springs Location:
(616) 696-1830

12700 Old 14 Mile Rd NE | Greenville
Monday – Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

13399 White Creek Ave NE | Cedar Springs
Monday – Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

Collision & Mechanical Services

Collision Only Services

from the Mackinac Bridge
Commission. Other Michigan Day highlights include:
Explore the storytelling and cultural objects of
Michigan’s First Peoples
with special guests Pokagon Band of Potawatomi.
Watch a Civil War artist
sketch scenes – and maybe
even take a sketch home
with you.
Meet with Rosie the Riveter to learn about steel
pennies and the Arsenal of
Democracy and even hear a
song.
Celebrate the birthday of
one of Michigan’s most famous rockers and vote on
your favorite tune.
Try your hand at making
old-fashioned radio sound
effects.
Say ‘hello’ to the Lansing
Flotilla of the United States
Coast Guard Auxiliary and
learn about safety on the
Great Lakes.
Visit the Library of Michigan and try your hand at a
family-friendly paper craft
Michigan - continues on page 14
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Governor declares April 19 as Michigan State Police Day

The Michigan State
Police (MSP) proudly
marked a century of service
Wednesday, and to commemorate this achievement, Gov. Rick Snyder
declared April 19, 2017, as
Michigan State Police Day
in Michigan.
“The pride and commitment to service that began
100 years ago remains intact today in every member of the Michigan State
Police,” said Snyder. “I encourage all Michiganders
to join me in recognizing Michigan State Police Troopers in Port Huron in 1917.
this historic milestone and “It’s our honor to serve Mich- igan State Troops Permanent
their 100 years of proud ser- igan and we look forward to Force, also known as the
vice to the Great Lakes state connecting with you and the Michigan State Constabulary.
with excellence, integrity and communities you call home With Col. Roy C. Vandercook
for the next 100 years.”
as the first commanding officourtesy.”
The
MSP’s
roots
date
back
cer, this new force consisted
“While the Michigan
to
World
War
I
when
the
of five troops of mounted, disState Police has evolved and
department
began
as
a
temmounted and motorized units
changed over the years, one
porary,
wartime
emergency
totaling 300 men.
thing has always remained
force
for
the
purpose
of
doOn March 26, 1919, Public
the same—at our core, the
mestic
security.
Act
26 reorganized the ConMSP is a service organizaOn
April
19,
1917,
Gov.
Alstabulary
as the permanent,
tion,” stated Col. Kriste Kibbert
Sleeper
created
the
Michpeace-time
Michigan State
bey Etue, director of the MSP.

Troopers with patrol vehicle in Upper Peninsula in 1922.

Police. When Michigan adopted a new Constitution in
1963, authorizing up to 20 departments, Public Act 380 of
1965 reorganized the MSP as
one of these departments.
Today, the MSP is a modern-day, full-service law enforcement agency with statewide jurisdiction consisting of
nearly 3,000 enforcement and
civilian members. The MSP
Police - continues on page 11

Old high school photo on genealogy site
Char Livermore sent
us the link to this vintage
postcard she found on the
website geanologyhound.
com. It’s a photo of the
first high school in Cedar
Springs—the old Union
School, which stood near
where Hilltop now stands.
The postcard is dated 1916.
The school was built in
1871-72, and students from
elementary to high school
attended there. It was three
stories in height, with a
cupola on top that held the
bell. In the 1881 History of
Kent County, it said, “Conphoto - continues on page 11
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County clerk announces selection
of new election equipment
Kent County to partner with Dominion Voting Systems
starting with November 2017 Election
Lisa Posthumus Lyons, Kent County Clerk/Register of Deeds,
announced last week the selection of Dominion Voting Systems,
Inc. as the vendor of choice for Kent County’s purchase of new
election equipment. The new voting machines will be utilized by
municipalities within Kent County starting with the November
2017 election.
“My priority for Kent County’s new election system is to provide high quality equipment, the assurance of security, and a positive experience for the voter; each of the systems we considered
would accomplish this in unique ways,” Lyons said. “At the end
of the day, my decision came down to the reliability and customer
service for which Dominion is known, and its partnership with
ElectionSource, an election services provider located right here in
Kent County, which also has a proven track record for first class
service,” Lyons concluded.
While voters will be familiar with using paper ballots to cast
their votes, the new system will include Dominion’s ImageCast
Precinct, the most widely deployed optical scan tabulator in the
world, and the ImageCast X Ballot Marking Device, a universal
voting device that offers a range of accessibility options so all voters can vote privately and independently.
Lyons said many factors were carefully weighed when evaluating the County’s options. Taken into account were input from
local municipal clerks: features, functionality, and durability of
the machines voters will interface with at the polls; election programming software capabilities; training for election administrators and precinct workers; election night reporting and real-time
results for the public; high-speed absentee ballot-counting capabilities for local jurisdictions; and overall cost.

POST Highlights

Following the selection by the
State of Michigan of three qualified
vendors, county clerks, in consultation with local city and
township clerks, were charged with selecting the vendor
from whom cities and townships within their counties
would purchase new voting equipment.
“I am so excited to replace our aging election equipment with a
system that both voters and election administrators can rely on,”
Lyons said. “It is doubly exciting that in doing so, we are supporting our local economy by working with a business located in our
own back yard.”

Sparta Area FleA
Market

every Saturday April 1 - Nov 4

9am - 3pm
Sell and Shop
MelTrotter Thrift No pre-registration necessary.
Store Parking Lot Spots will be given on a first come,

Any further questions, first serve basis. Set up begins
please call (616) 887-4021 7:00am. Shoppers in at 9:00am.
Saturday Store Hours:
9am-3pm

Spots are $5 for 20x14 area

Find Us On Facebook: Sparta AREA Flea Market

538 S. State St. | Sparta, MI 49345
Across from Family Fare, Next to Secretary of State.

Check out our website at:

www.cedarspringspost.com

E-mail us at: happenings@cedarspringspost.com
classifieds@cedarspringspost.com
obits@cedarspringspost.com
news@cedarspringspost.com
sports@cedarspringspost.com
design@cedarspringspost.com
sales@cedarspringspost.com
legals@cedarspringspost.com

News, Advertising & Announcement Deadline: Mondays by 5:00p.m.

2017 Subscription Rate........................ $35 per year
Office Hours: M-TH 10am-5pm • Friday 10am-2pm

Gun Show

Guns • Knives • Sporting Goods
• Buy • Sell • Trade
Sunday, April 30, 2017
9am-3pm
HowArd City VFw

P.O. Box 308 / 1001 S. Ensley, Howard City
Admission - $5.00 Children 12 and under FREE
Vendors - $15.00 per table

Raffle Prize

Ruger 10/22 Carbine
Camouflage Barrel & Stock

tickets $1.00, 6 for $5.00
Need not be present to win

Kitchen will be open!
Contact Bill Johnson for tables at 231-937-4122
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THERESA “REESE”
BUBER GORNEY

April 22, 1983 – December 14, 2016

When you died, it was the biggest shock of
my life. Nothing prepared me for it. I live
each day wondering how I will get through
it, and then I remember that you would want
me to.
Happy Birthday Babe.
Give them hell.

TYLER JAMES HELTON RONNY R. MERLINGTON
December 24, 1991 – April 22, 2012

All my love,
Eric

CHAD PAEPKE

September 18, 1976 – April 20, 2016

In loving memory of our Son, Brother,
Uncle and Grandson.
To hear your voice, to see your smile.
To sit with you and talk a while.
To be together the same old way,
Would be our dearest wish today.

Sadly missed and in loving memory.
Dad, John & Deb Paepke
Sister, Brandi Paepke and family
Sister, Amber Paepke and family
And greatly missed by Grandma Pat
Esbaugh

In Loving Memory

Your smile, that contagious laugh and your
love for life are missed every day.
Hugs to you in Heaven.

We love you,
Your Family and Friends

CHAD PAEPKE

September 18, 1976 – April 20, 2016

In loving memory of my husband and father
who left us one year ago on April 20, 2016.
You gave us many things in life,
Both great and small.
But most of all you gave us love,
The greatest gift of all.

1937 - 2014

Fill not your hearts with pain and sorrow,
but remember me in every tomorrow.
Remember the joy and the laughter and the
smiles.
I’ve only gone to rest a little while.
Although my leaving causes pain and grief,
my going has eased my hurt and given me
relief.
So dry your eyes and remember me,
not as I am now, but as I used to be.
Because, I will remember you all and look
on with a smile.
Understand in your hearts, I’ve only gone to
rest a little while.
As long as I have the love of each of you,
I can live my life in the hearts of all of you.
Greatly missed by Family and Friends

Sadly missed and in loving memory,
Wife, Michelle
Son, Clayton,
Daughter, Brielle
“Miss you Dad”

The soul of the sluggard desireth, and hath nothing: but the soul of the
diligent shall be made fat. ~Proverbs 13:4

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

Willow Rayne
Minnema
April 9, 2017

Every Life Tells A Story...

Alixan Spaulding, of Cedar Springs, and
Nathan Minnema, of Grand Rapids, would
like to announce the birth of their daughter,
Willow Rayne Minnema. Born on April
9, 2017 at Spectrum United Hospital in
Greenville, she weighed 6 lbs. 12 oz. and
was 20.5 inches long. Willow was welcomed
into the world by her big brother Mac and
sister Alanna Miller; her grandparents, Joe
& Connie Warren of Comstock Park, Jerry
& Michelle Edmonds of Dalhart Texas, and
Gordon Chapman of Ionia.

65th Anniversary
DWIGHT & JOSEPHINE
JAMISON

Dwight and Josephine (Valdez) Jamison will
celebrate 65 years of marriage on April 21,
2017. They met in New York City in 1952
where Dwight was stationed in the Army
and Jo had moved to from Tampa, Florida.
For over fifty years, they’ve made Cedar
Springs their home. Ike and Jo have three
children, Archie, Judson and wife, Kim Vu,
and Carla and husband Bjorn Hansen. They
are grandparents to nine grandchildren.

RUTH L. WRIGHT

Ruth
L.
Wright, 75 of
Cedar Springs,
beloved wife
and mother,
went to be
with her Lord
on
Friday,
April 14, 2017
at Sanctuary of
St. Mary’s after
a courageous
battle
with
dementia. Mrs. Wright was born August 23,
1941 in Ensley Township, Michigan the daughter
of Ted and Lillian (Cook) Hanes. She was very
talented with many interests including being
an excellent cook, enjoying her grandchildren,
helping her husband on the farm, working in the
yard and flowers and talking with her neighbors.
She had worked at GR Controls for over 20
years and attended Huggard Bible Church.
She will be dearly missed by her husband
of 51 years, Roger; son, Alan (Lisa) Wright;
grandchildren, Michelle Wright and Brian
Ngo, Nicole (Josh) Hughes, Casey Wright and
fiancee, Katie Duffy, Danelle Wright and fiance,
Joe Hughes; great-grandchildren, Izzy, Alexis,
Bentley, Ahri, Derek and Lily; brothers, Phillip
(Mary Ann) Hanes, Dick (Mariea) Hanes, Karl
(Kathy) Hanes; sisters, Linda Brock, Phyllis
Kling, Marcella (Roger) Schleder; sisters-inlaw, Sally (Dave) Meyer and Donna Wright;
many nieces and nephews. She was preceded in
death by her parents and a brother, Max Hanes. A
special thanks to Sanctuary at St. Mary’s for the
excellent care they gave. The family will greet
friends Friday from 4-7 p.m. at the Bliss-Witters
& Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. The
service will be Saturday 11:00 a.m. at Huggard
Bible Church, 8860 21 Mile Road, Sand Lake.
The family will greet friends at 10:00 a.m. Pastor
Rick Malone officiating. Interment Spencer
Mills Cemetery. Memorial contributions may
be made to Huggard Bible Church or Spectrum
Health Hospice.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

A
W edding
Church
Connection
emorial
M
O bituary
From the Pulpit
T hankyou!
A nnouncement
E ngagement
B irth
A nniversary
W edding
M emorial
O bituary
Church
hankyou!
Directory
T
A nnouncement
The Cedar Springs Post

Thursday, April 20, 2017

Page 5

spiritual notes • announcements • memories

JAMES ROBERT BREEDLOVE

James Robert Breedlove
age 72 passed away Sunday
April 16, 2017 at his home
surrounded by family. He
was born February 7, 1945
in Grand Rapids to James
and
Nellie
(Newton)
Mol, Sr. Surviving are his
children Debra (Robert)
Halston, James (Angie)
Breedlove II, Melissa
(Rick) Anderson and
Shellie (Bradley) Frey;
grandchildren TJ, Vanessa,
Jennifer (Ben), Albert,
Brandon (Brittany), Tia, Brittany, Kyle (Anna), Savannah,
Taylor, Hannah, Haley; great-grandchildren Payton,
Roxanne, Daiton, Bentley, Lilliana, Issaac, Payslee,
Raelyn, Olivia, Kyron, Carter; brothers Vern (Barb) Mol
and Robert Mol. Jim was preceded in death by his parents
and brother Chuck. Jim’s family will celebrate his life with
a luncheon at his home Saturday April 22, 2017 from 3-7
PM. Memorial contributions may be made to Faith Hospice.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home,
Cedar Springs

Pastor Barry Briggs
The Springs Church

135 N. Grant St., Cedar Springs

Have you ever had a spiritual sticking point? A spiritual
sticking point is something that blocks your spiritual journey.
There’s an issue, an objection, a question, a concern that blocks
your progress toward a spiritual breakthrough.
Have you ever been there? You hunger for a deep, authentic, personal relationship with Christ, but something stunts your
spiritual progress. You’re attracted to a relationship with the
God of the universe, but there’s something you just can’t seem
to get past. If that’s you, you’re not alone!
Here are four of the most common spiritual sticking points:
Spiritual Sticking Point #1: I Can’t Believe
The first sticking point is when we say, “I can’t believe.”
This struggle is often expressed by people with intellectual
issues blocking their spiritual path. A scientist might say, “I
can’t believe the Bible because it conflicts with science.” Or
the mother of a sick child might say, “I can’t believe in a God
who permits my precious girl to suffer when so many evil
people thrive.” Or maybe it’s a lawyer who says, “I’m used to
dealing with evidence, facts, data, and logic; I can’t believe in
something we’re asked to accept on faith.” A businessperson
might explain, “I prayed my business would succeed, but it’s
going down the tubes. I can’t believe in a God who ignores my

prayers.”
This is the sticking point that Jesus’ disciple Thomas had.
We hear it in John 20:25b where he said, “Unless I see the nail
marks in His hands and put my finger where the nails were, and
put my hand into His side, I will not believe” (NIV).
How can we get past this spiritual sticking point? Actively seek God. Search the Scriptures. Investigate the evidence.
When we do these things, God promises to meet us. Jeremiah
29:13 promises, “You will seek Me and find Me when you seek
Me with all your heart” (NIV).
Spiritual Sticking Point #2: I Don’t Want to Believe
Now, few people will come right out and admit this, yet this is
a spiritual sticking point that stops a lot of people.
Have you ever talked with someone who just wasn’t interested in hearing the evidence for God? They don’t think there
could be any real evidence—subject closed.
At first this may seem to be an intellectual sticking point, and
in some cases it may be. But sometimes, as you get to know the
person, you’ll discover that there is another issue behind their
rejection of the evidence.
Moral issues often get in the way of a person’s spiritual
journey. They may be involved in an adulterous relationship,
unethical business practice, or some other sin. Sometimes people reject the evidence as a way to hide their real concern that
becoming a Christian would mean a radical life change that
they’re just not open to. In other words, sometimes we love our
sin more than we love the truth.
Other people have a similar kind of hidden obstacle: the fear
of intimacy. They aren’t afraid of Christ changing their life;
their unspoken fear is of intimacy. They feel attracted toward
God, but they recoil from the prospect of relating to anybody
Pulpit - continues on page 13

TROY “JAMIE” POLING

Troy “Jamie” Poling 51
of Grand Rapids, died
Sunday, April 16, 2017 at
ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
Mary Queen of Apostles Church
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational
his home. Jamie was born
Roman Catholic Faith Community
pentecostal Grace
May 3, 1965 in Grand
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of Traffic Light)
Rapids, Michigan the
Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm
son of Melroy and Marie
Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628
Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org
Poling. He graduated from
Cedar Springs High School
Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh
in 1984 and enjoyed
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd.
Pastor Craig S. Carter


working as a computer
1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta, MI 49345
866-4298
Interim
Pastor: Bill Johnson

616.550.6398
coumc.weebly.com
operator for Pitney Bowes


Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
sunday
Worship:
10
aM
and CU*Answers. He
Nursery & Children Ministry Provided


enhance
fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f
www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org
enjoyed reading, especially anything history related


and spending time with family and friends
especially
Cedar Springs Christian Church
around a firepit. Surviving are his wife of 25 years,
PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
pine St.
Linda (DiCesare); daughters, Paige and Bailey; parents,
SundayS: 340on W.
CTA property*
pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
West
Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery
Cedar Springs
Melroy and Marie (Tomlin) Poling; sister, Ronna (Keith)
10:30 a.M.
non-denominational
Sunday School 9:45
616.696.1180
MondayS:
Wiseman; brother, Shawn Poling; sisters and brothers*NOT affiliated with
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.
open
prayer
Creative Technologies
in-law, Kathy DiCesare, Joe (Raquel) DiCesare, Anna
MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.
7-8 pM
Academy (CTA)
www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org
DiCesare, Rich (Linda) DiCesare, Rocco (Garry) DiCesare,
Paula DiCesare (Mike) Leaf and several nieces, nephews
Cedar Springs
United
Methodist
Church
Cedar Springs
United
Methodist
Church
S.St.,
Main
Box KSprings
, Cedar Springs
and cousins. He was preceded in death by his parents-in140 S.140
Main
POSt.,
BoxPO
K, Cedar
616-696-1140

www.cedarspringsumc.org
616-696-1140
• www.cedarspringsumc.org
law, Ralph and Margaret DiCesare; brother-in-law, John
Services at Cedarfield Community Center
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)
DiCesare; nephew, Nicholas Wyatt. The family will greet
Pastor Jane Duffey
Phone: 696-9120
Pastor
Jane
Duffey 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m.
• Coffee
Fellowship:
friends Friday from 2-4 and 6-8 pm at the Bliss-Witters
Sunday Worship
Service:
10:15
a.m.
 Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Supervised
Nursery
Care
Provided
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM
& Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs where the service
Supervised
Nursery Care
Provided
Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm
dinner, 6:20-7:00pm
Christian
Education
Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education
will be Saturday 11:00 am with viewing at 10:00 am.
Pastor Rick Ferris officiating. Interment Solon Township
Do you know that Saturday is the Sabbath?
Rockford Springs Community Church
Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to Meijer
Pastor David Vander Meer
To learn more about
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656
Heart Center.
Fellowship Group of Michigan the Sabbath and the
www.rockfordsprings.org
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home,
truth of the bible visit
Pastor Bruce Chapman
Sunday WorShip
Cedar Springs
www.cogfgomi.org
9:30am • 5:00pm
616.636.9209
















Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

The Church of God

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm

Bliss-Witters & Pike

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm

(Sept. - March)

Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

H I L L C R E S T Community Church of God

TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI 49319 616-696-9333
Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes
Worship: Sunday 10:45 am & 3rd Saturday 7 pm
Sunday School 9:30 am Nursery & Children’s Church during message
*Sunday 12:30 pm Youth *Tuesday Celebrate Recovery 6:30-8:30 pm
*Wednesday Kidzone 6-7:30 pm *Thursday Open Prayer 10:30 am & 7 pm

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410
Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

SAND LAKE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673

Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am

HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~
Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
Worship
11 a.m.
Senior Pastor,
Rev. Chadrick
Brown
22 Mile Road

Service
10 am
Solon Time:
Center

www.scwchurch.org

Wesleyan Church
org
616-696-3229
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

N. to Sand Lake

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
19 Mile Road

M-46

Algoma Ave.

Cedar Springs

US-131

S. to G.R.

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
Pastor Doug DiBell
SummerDoug
Worship
- 10AM
Pastor
DiBell
&
Senior
Pastor
Tom
Holloway
Pastor Tom
Holloway,
Music/Youth
June-August
Sunday Worship 9:45 AM 15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
616-696-3229
Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM
A
Welcoming
Catholic
Church
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

St. John Paul II Parish

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com
696-3560

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM
Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

3110 17 Mile Road | Cedar Springs, MI | 696-3904

Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2-mqa.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org
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Arts/entertainment

H

ometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows.
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name
and phone number for any questions we may have.

Library Spring Book Sale

Apr. 20-22: The Nelson Township/Sand Lake KDL branch
will hold their Spring Book Sale on Thursday, April 20th
from 10 am to 7 pm, Friday, April 21st from 10 am to 7
pm and Saturday, April 22nd from 10 am to 2 pm. The sale
will be held in the Library Community Room. The library
is located at 88 Eighth St. in Sand Lake. 616-784-2007.
#15,16p

Mom2Mom Sale

Apr. 22: Come shop our huge selection of children’s items
and mommy must haves! Stop by our bake sale for some
yummy sweets, win a gift basket at the raffle table or even
grab a bite to eat for lunch. This Saturday, April 22nd from 9
am to 2 pm at Resurrection Lutheran Church, 180 S. Third
St. in Sand Lake. For questions or concerns please contact
Nicole at 616-263-9662. #16

Praise the Lord at Cowboy Church

Apr. 23: 2 Chance will be having Cowboy Church on
Sunday, April 23rd at 6 pm. It will be at 2nd Chance School
at 810 – 17 Mile Rd. Cedar Springs (corner of 17 Mile and
Olin Lakes Rd). Music will be shared by Ben Crofoot and
the Crofoot family. Invite your family and friends. Cowboy
Church will be every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month. Each
service will have different people sharing God’s word and
music. Cowboy Church will introduce you to 2nd Chance
and its vision. The school is in the building stage, which
when completed, will teach troubled teens through God and
the horse. If you have questions, call 616-293-2150. See
you there! #16p
nd

The Gathering Invites You

Apr. 23: Are you 18-29? Are you looking for a place to
belong? The Gathering welcomes you and invites you to join
us Sunday, April 23rd at 5:45 for a time of fun, fellowship,
and worship. Come hear a positive message and make a

difference in the community. We are located at Midtown,
130 N. Luray St., Greenville, MI 48838. Feel free to bring a
friend and check us out on Facebook. #16

Free Family Event

Apr. 28: En Gedi and the YMCA are co-sponsoring a FREE
Family Event at the Belmont YMCA on Friday, April
28th from 5:30 to 8:30 pm. The facility will be open to all
families at no charge. Children under the age of 10 must
be accompanied by an adult. This opportunity is being
provided with the En Gedi Mission of “building families”.
More details on the En Gedi Facebook page or for any
questions you can contact Pastor Craig at CraigTOwens1@
gmail.com. #16

Youth Theatre Workshop

Apr. 29: The Cedar Spring Community Players will be
putting on a theatre workshop for youth ages 8-18 on
Saturday, April 29th. Sign up information and more details
on www.cedarspringscommunityplayers.org. #16

Volunteer Day at HCNC

Apr. 29: Volunteers are what makes Howard Christensen
Nature Center happen. We always have a lot more work to
be done than manpower to do it. Come on out and give us a
hand anytime by calling the office. HCNC’s annual Spring
work day, Saturday, April 29th all day, is a great opportunity
to help us plant flowers, clean up trails from winter and get
ready for another great summer of events. There will be a
book and plant sale on that day. HCNC is located at 16160
Red Pine Dr., Kent City. 616-675-3158. #16

Carnival Bingo

May 6: Come join the fun, and help the North Kent Senior
Citizens Association raise money to help pay for their
furnace on Saturday, May 6th from 10 am to 3 pm. We will
have a baked goods sale going on, and chances to win gift
baskets as well. So come check out the Senior Center, 44
N. Park St., Cedar Springs, and have a great time playing
bingo! Only 25¢ for 3 bingo cards per game to play. #16

Hunter Safety Class at HCNC

May 9: Howard Chirstensen Nature Center will hold Hunter
Safety Class starting on Tuesday, May 9th from 5-8 pm,
Thursday, May 11th from 5-8 pm and Saturday, May 13th
from 9-1 pm. Join Deputy Scott Cook and Director Dave
all three days for our Spring Hunters Safety Class. After
completion of this course you will leave with your certificate
from the Michigan DNR affirming your knowledge of
safety afield. $5 per person or Free for members. HCNC,
16160 Red Pine Dr., Kent City, requests preregistration,
www.HowardChristensen.org. 616-675-3158. #16

“A Rose of a Play” comes to Kent
Theatre Friday and Saturday
Ever wonder what goes into bringing a play to the stage
when you’re dealing with dysfunctional, eccentric actors
and a director who has seen it all?
That’s the backdrop of a new production called “A Rose
of a Play,’’ which is being presented at the Kent Theatre in
Cedar Springs Friday and Saturday, April 21 and 22.
Play author and director Brian Thomas takes 10 years of
LIVE on Stage

A Rose
of a Play

Friday, april 21
@ 7:30pm

Sat., april 22

@ 2:30pm & 7:30pm
Written & directed by b. thomas
The (basically) true story of one eccentric director and her group of
dysfunctional actors and their ten years of experiences and memories
all rolled into one Grand Ol’ Spoof of Community Theater!

tickets: $1000 13 and up

5

$ 00 12 and under

Kent theatre

616-696-SHOW (7469)
www.kenttheatre.com

COming SOOn

aprIL 28-30

8 N. Main St., Cedar Springs

May 5-7

May 12-14

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

community theater experience and rolls it into
what he calls “one grand
ole’ spoof of community
theater.’’
Center to the
play - and its
namesake,
is
Patricia Rose, a
local stage veteran who has produced scores of
community plays in
a career of more than
50 years.
The production casts a spot- light on the hijinks and
hilarity that comes with putting a play on the stage - ranging from absentee actors to questionable props.
“A Rose of a Play is based pretty much on real experiences I’ve had while acting with Mr. Rose and her theater
groups,’’ Thomas said. “Several of the actors were in many
of her plays; they have first-hand experience for the parts
they’re playing.
“This show is to honor Ms. Rose and the experiences and
memories she has opened for many, many people,’’ Thomas said.
Shows are Friday, April 21 at 7:30 p.m. and Saturday,
April 22 at 2:30 p.m. and 7:30 p.m. The Kent Theatre is
located at 8 N. Main Street in downtown Cedar Springs.
The cost of admission is $10 for those ages 13 and up and
$5 for those 12 and under.

JOKE
o Week
f the

Fishing on the lake

A famous admiral and an equally famous general were
fishing together when a sudden squall came up. When it
died down, both eminent warriors were struggling helplessly in the water.
The admiral floundered his way back to the boat and
pulled himself painfully in. Then he fished out the general, using an oar.
Catching his breath, the admiral sputtered, “Please
don’t say a word about this to anyone. If the Navy found
I can’t swim I’d be disgraced.”
“Don’t worry,” the general said. “Your secret is safe.
I’d hate to have my men find out I can’t walk on water.”

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

classic kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

Michigan Warrior Day
to be held in Grand
Rapids
Warriors Team Up with
Michigan State Police and Autism Support of Kent County
Grand Rapids, Michigan
(April 13, 2017) – The Michigan Warriors Hockey Program
(MWHP), the 2017 USA Hockey Warrior/Standing Amputee National Champions, have announced the first ever “Michigan Warrior Day” in Grand Rapids, Michigan, May 6
The purpose of MWHP is to give wounded or injured veterans
the opportunity to play hockey in a safe and adaptive environment,
as well as to provide a place for disabled veterans to form friendships and network.
This event is being held to welcome new players to the MWHP
in the West Michigan area. Players do not need to have any prior
hockey or skating experience, and participation in MWHP is provided at little to no cost to the participants. The general criteria
required to participate in the MWHP program is; having served in
the Military (with DD214 as proof), a disability rating through the
VA of 10% or greater and/or a Purple Heart (pending VA claims
are also accepted on a case by case basis with restrictions in some
Warriors tournaments).
The event will kick off on Saturday, May 6 at 11:30 am at Patterson Ice Center, 2550 Patterson Ave SE, Grand Rapids, Michigan. The day will start with a “Stick and Puck” session from
11:30-1:00pm (for MWHP qualified Veterans with their own
hockey gear and hockey experience), followed by a “Try Hockey
for Free” session (for MWHP qualified Veterans who have little
to no skating or hockey experience) from 1:00-2:30 pm. The
MWHP will have safety equipment available for both sessions.
After the ice time concludes, we invite all in attendance to join
us for lunch and an informational session. This will provide an
opportunity to meet current leadership and members of the organization, along with learning more about who the MWHP is, how
they help the disabled Veteran community and the philanthropic
goals of the MWHP.
Later that afternoon, at 3:30 pm, the current members of the
MWHP will take on the Michigan State Police Hockey Team for
an exciting, fast-paced game. The proceeds from the events of
the day will go towards Autism Support of Kent County (ASK),
an organization dedicated to raising funds and awareness for autism-related programs in West Michigan, including but not limited
to autism safety and awareness training for law enforcement officers and first responders, providing funding to the West Michigan
Special Hockey Association as well as funding the Project Lifesaver Program.
On Sunday at noon, everyone is invited to join members and
leadership of the MWHP along with members of the Michigan
State Police as they walk in the “2017 Walk for Autism” at John
Ball Zoo to continue to raise funds and support for ASK. If you
warrior - continues on page 13
th.
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Know what’s below
Call 811 before digging for landscaping
and home improvement projects this
spring
(BPT) - With the snow melted and the
ground thawed, many eager homeowners and landscape professionals across the
country will roll up their sleeves and reach
for their shovels to start projects that require digging this spring.
During the transition into “digging season,” Common Ground Alliance (CGA),
the association dedicated to protecting
underground utilities and the people who
dig near them, reminds homeowners and
professional diggers that calling 811 is the
first step toward protecting you and your
community from the risk of unintentionally
damaging an underground line.
Every digging project, no matter how
large or small, warrants a free call to 811.
Installing a mailbox or fence, building a
deck and landscaping are all examples of
digging projects that should only begin a
few days after making a call to 811. Calling
this number connects you to your local onecall utility notification center.
According to data collected by CGA
in a phone survey in March, millions of
American homeowners will likely do DIY
projects involving digging this year, but 44
percent of them do not plan to make a free
call to 811 before digging. Extrapolated to

the full population of U.S. homeowners,
approximately 58.5 million people will dig
this year without first calling 811.
A utility line is damaged every six minutes in America because someone decided
to dig without making a call to 811 to learn
the approximate location of buried utilities
in their area. Unintentionally striking one of
these lines can result in inconvenient outages for entire neighborhoods, serious harm to
yourself or your neighbors, and significant
repair costs.
As a result, CGA offers the following tips
to make sure you complete your project
safely and without any utility service interruptions, so you don’t become a statistic.
Here’s how the 811 process works:
1. One free, simple phone call to 811
makes it easy for your local one-call
center to notify all appropriate utility
companies of your intent to dig. Call
a few days prior to digging to ensure
enough time for the approximate location of utility lines to be marked with
flags or paint.

Are you behind on your
mortgage payments?

2. When you call 811, a representative
from your local one-call center will
ask for the location and description of
your digging project.
3. Your local one-call center will notify
affected utility companies, which will
then send professional locators to the
proposed dig site to mark the approximate location of your lines.
4. Only once all lines have been accurately marked should you roll up those
sleeves and carefully dig around the
marked areas.
There are nearly 20 million miles of underground utility lines in the United States,
N O R T H A M ER I CA’S
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1 Selling Walk-In Tub

#
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Are you being threatened
with foreclosure?
Have you been denied
a loan modification?

which equates to more than a football
field’s length of utilities for every person in
the U.S. Your family depends on this buried infrastructure for your everyday needs,
including electric, natural gas, water and
sewer, cable TV, high-speed Internet and
landline telephone. With that much critical
infrastructure underground, it’s important
to know what’s below and call 811 before
digging.
In Michigan, call Miss Dig at either 811 or 1-800-482-7171. You can also
visit www.missdig.org, and do a free online
locate request at http://newtin.missdig.org/
newtinweb/missdig_e-locate.html#divLogIn

W IT

H P RID

E

Financing available
with approved credit

New laws are in effect
that may save your home
Call Homeowner's Relief Line:

855-402-1556

Homeowner Relief Line is NOT a Mortgage Modification or Loss Mitigation or Foreclosure Defense company. We are not attorneys
but rather a third party referral source that connects homeowners with mortgage specialists. Calls may be answered by companies
other than Homeowner Relief Line.

The best walk-in tub just got better with breakthrough technology! Presenting the all new Safe Step Walk-In Tub
featuring MicroSoothe.® An air system so revolutionary, it oxygenates, softens and exfoliates skin, turning your bath
into a spa-like experience. Constructed and built right here in America for safety and
Call today and receive
durability from the ground up, and with more standard features than any other tub.
exclusive savings of
✓ Heated seat providing warmth from beginning to end
✓ Carefully engineered hydro-massage jets strategically placed to target sore
muscles and joints
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY
✓ High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime warranty on the
Call Toll-Free 1-844-418-8429
entire tub
✓ Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low, affordable price
You’ll agree – there just isn’t a better, more affordable walk-in tub on the market.

$1500 OFF

For your FREE information kit
and DVD, and our Senior
Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free
CSLB 983603 F13000002885 13HV08744300

1-844-418-8429

The Cedar Springs Post
Page 8		

g
Spruce
n
i
r
p
S
Spring Spruce Up

Thursday, April 20, 2017

Up

Three backyard projects you can tackle in a weekend
(BPT) - Now that warmer weather has finally arrived, you want to be outside to enjoy
it. Your backyard could be the perfect place to bask in the sun, entertain friends or indulge in your hobbies. It just needs a little sprucing up, and the right projects can help.
Best of all, many of these projects are quick and easy. To get you started, here are three
projects you can accomplish in a spring weekend - and enjoy all summer long.

Forging a
fire pit

Whether it’s an
afternoon gathering
or an evening under the stars, adding a fire pit to your
backyard is a great
way to make an enjoyable get-together last even longer.
And building one
is easier than you
think.
Start by marking
the center of your pit in the ground. Spray a circle around
the center, outlining your pit’s desired circumference - say
5 feet. Dig this space to a depth of 6 inches. In your newfound pit, make a similar circle 12 inches in from your outer circle to make the inner wall of your pit.
Fill this area with small stones to serve as the foundation,
and lay wet concrete on the ground to solidify and build
that foundation. If you do not have the tools you need to
successfully make concrete, you can always rent them to

1565 Dagget Road
Pierson

Robinson

616-636-5565
887-2060

Septic cleaning, llc

w w w.robinsonseptic.net

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals
Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City
and surrounding areas since 1979

Your
local floor-covering
Your hometown
floor-covering store
store
for
years
for 36
33 years

eliminate the need for a one-time purchase.
Once the foundation is ready, apply mortar and stones
around the ring. Build up the fire pit wall with additional
mortar and stones. After the pit has been built to a height of
your choosing, use a brush to remove excess mortar from
the inside. You may also spray the inside with a can of spray
paint to give your pit’s interior a uniform look.

Shedding new light on the shed

If you’re going to spend more time in your backyard this
year, it’s time to finally do something about that old shed
you’ve been ignoring for years. Fortunately, something as
small as a new coat of paint can have a large impact on your
shed’s appearance.
Before applying a drop of paint, inspect the shed to be
sure no structural maintenance is needed. Then it’s time to
Planning the planters
If you’ve always wanted to add a pop of color to your clean it. Rent a pressure washer for a quick clean that will
backyard, planter boxes can be just the ticket. They are rel- free the building of dirt, debris and cobwebs.
Once the shed is clean and dry, apply an oil-based primer,
atively simple to build yourself.
Start by choosing a wood, like cedar, for your project. Cut which will help protect the building from the elements and
four strips with two half the length of your other two, but make it easier to paint.
Finally, it’s time to paint. A long-nap roller works well for
sharing the same height. These strips will form the foundation of your rectangular planter. If you lack a saw to cut this project, but you can also rent a paint sprayer. Choose
a color to your liking and be sure to select a paint designed
them with, you can always rent one.
Once your strips are cut, butt the ends together and apply for outdoor projects.
Each of these three projects can be tackled in a single
wood glue at the joints to secure the fit. Drill a screw into
each end to solidify the fit. Next, attach the bottom panels weekend, and each can have a lasting effect on your out10 to are
15 YEAR
you WARRANTY
waiting for? Get started on
with glue and drill a screw through the ends of the bottom door space. So, what
your
outdoor
DIY project today. To find a rental tool proEnglander
Sleep Sets
panels into the sides for a more secure fit.
available
in a you,
wide range
near
visit RentalHQ.com.
Finish by lightly sanding any rough or unseemly spaces arevider
of comfort levels,
on the foundations. Add a touch of paint or stain to improve
from extra firm
the planter’s appearance and offer long-term protection.
to ultra plush pillow tops.
Up To:

Up to:

On Any E~Hotel Collection Set

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive

616-866-2748

$100.00 OFF

ALL OF OUR
OnMATTRESSES
Any E~Hotel
“HOTEL COLLECTION”
Collection
Set
ARE TWO SIDED
TO INCREASE THEIR DURABILITY
AND LONGEVITY.

Northtown Greenville, 6481 SW Greenville Rd. Greenville
Delivery, Gift Certificates, and Layaway Available

in Cedar Springs

Run your ad here...

P ST

in your Community Newspaper

The

REAL NEWS @
www.cedarspringspost.com

616 -754-6101
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Grow a high yield vegetable garden this season

By Melinda Myers

Spend less time and money while growing a bounty
of flavorful vegetables this
growing season. Increase
your harvest, even in small
garden spaces, with proper planning and easy care,
high yielding vegetables.
A productive garden starts
with a plan, but choosing
the best vegetables to grow
and where to plant them can
be overwhelming.
You can break out the
graph paper and pencils
to design your garden or
turn to technology for
help. Many websites and
apps provide ready-to-use
garden plans or planning
guidelines. Gardener’s Supply (gardeners.com) offers
free pre-planned gardens
that do the planning for

you. Reduce maintenance
by growing easy care vegetables featured in the Plantit & Forget-it garden. Or
grow more than 50 pounds
of produce in just 18 square
feet of space with the High
Yield Vegetable garden plan
and high yield vegetable
seeds.
These and other intensively planted gardens require
proper soil preparation to
maximize productivity. Invest time up front to reduce
ongoing maintenance and
increase your harvest. Dig
several inches of compost
or other organic matter
into the top 8 to 12 inches
of the soil. This improves
drainage in heavy soil and
increases the water holding
ability in fast draining soils.
Incorporate a slow release
organic fertilizer at the

same time. This provides
needed nutrients throughout
the growing season. Check
the label and your plants to
determine if a mid-season
application is needed.
Maximize your planting
budget by starting your
plants from seeds. Many
gardeners like to start long
season plants like tomatoes
and broccoli from seeds
indoors. This keeps their
green thumb warmed up for
the season and provides the
greatest selection of vegetable varieties. Others buy
these plants from their local
garden center. Start seeds
of shorter season crops like
greens, radishes, and squash
directly in the garden when
the growing season begins.
Check the seed packet for
specific directions on when
and how to plant these seeds

Spring cleanups start soon

By Judy Reed

As the weather warms up and residents begin
to spring clean, some municipalities are offering
drop off sites to help get rid of the clutter. Check
out the list below to see when it’s offered in your
area.
Algoma Township: Spring cleanup days are
Thursday, May 4, through Saturday, May 6.
Dumpsters will be available at the township hall
at 10531 Algoma Ave. Hours will be Thursday,
Friday, and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
No liquids, no hazardous waste (no paint, oil,
fuel, gasoline etc.) Latex paint may be dumped
only if it’s hardened. No brush or yard waste.
All tires must be cut in half for free disposal.
Whole tires $10 each. Propane and fuel oil tanks
must be cut in half. Fencing must be folded or
rolled up. Barrels must have one end open or be
full of holes. Mattress and box springs $15 per
item.
Will also collect E-Waste at the same location. PCs, Laptops, Servers, Printers, Copiers,
Scanners, LCD Screens, Plasma, LED & Flat
Screens, Network/Telecom Equipment, other misc. electronics (wires, keyboards, mice,
AV). Items not accepted include Items with
refrigerant or batteries. CR-TVs and Monitors
will NOT be collected. However, Kent County
does collect these items for a fee. Visit www.
accesskent.com/Departments/DPW/north_kent.
htm for more information. Call the township for
more info 866-1583.
City of Cedar Springs: The annual brush
pickup already took place in early April. There
is no longer a spring trash cleanup date. Check
with your waste hauler for pickup.
Courtland Township: Spring cleanup dates
are May 19 and 20. Dumpsters will be available
for Spring cleanup on May 19 from 11 a.m.-5
p.m. and May 20 from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. at the
Courtland Twp. Hall, 7450 14-Mile Rd, Rockford.
Contact the Township hall for additional information. Public must be able to unload; questionable large items are subject to rejection. Call
the Township hall at 866-0622.
Nelson Township/Village of Sand Lake:
Spring cleanup is scheduled for Saturday, May
20, from 8 a.m. to noon at 5th and Cherry Streets,
near the water tower in Sand Lake. Identification
required. Please present a tax bill or voter’s registration card and driver’s license. One trailer/

truck load per residence, no shovel-offs. Loose
items must be boxed/bagged. For more information on what is permitted contact the township at
636-5332 or Village at 636-8854.
Solon Township: Spring cleanup dates have
been set for two consecutive Saturdays, May 6
and May 13, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., at 15185
Algoma. One 5x8 trailer with 48-inch sides or
one pickup box per household. All items should
be boxed or bagged, 45 pounds maximum. Tires
must be cut in four pieces, car or light truck only,
limit four. Oversized mattresses, couches, chairs
and additional large objects $10 each, cash or
check. Call township for more info at 696-1718.
Sparta Township/Village of Sparta: Spring
cleanup is scheduled for this week Thursday
through Saturday, April 20-22. Hours are 1 p.m.
to 8 p.m. April 20 and 21, and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
on Saturday, April 22. The drop off site is located behind the DPW garage at 276 W. Division.
Yard waste, large trash items (including a maximum of 4 tires per household), metal and appliances, batteries, propane tanks and some electronics WILL be accepted. Household garbage,
hazardous wastes (including paints, oils and other liquids), leaded glass or CRT TVs and monitors, construction material, and vehicles WILL
NOT be accepted. Residents are expected to
unload their own stuff. Village and Township
personnel will assist with unloading as much as
possible. ID’s will be checked at the gate.
Spencer Township: Spring cleanup is Saturday, June 24, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Dumpsters
will be available at the township fire department,
at the corner of Meddler and 18 Mile Road. Residents will be required to show proof residency.
Tax bill, voter registration, or Spencer Township
address on driver’s license. No shovel offs or
loose trash accepted. Bag it, barrel it, or don’t
bring it! All tires must be cut in half, propane
and fuel oil tanks must be cut in half. Fencing
must be folded or rolled up. Barrels must have
one end open or be full of holes. Will accept
freezers, air conditioners, washers dish washers,
refrigerators, humidifiers, dryers, batteries at no
charge. Mattresses and box springs accepted at
$15 each. No liquids, no hazardous waste (no
paint, oil, fuel, gasoline etc.) No brush or yard
waste, no cement, no shingles. Recyclables must
be taken to a recycle station at either Kent County Landfill on 10 Mile Rd, Rockford, or Pierson
Landfill. Call township for info at 984-0035.
Tyrone Township: Spring cleanup is May
18-20. Hours are Thursday and Friday, May 18

indoors and out.
When shopping for seeds,
select varieties suited to
your climate and known for
their disease resistance and
high yield. Most vegetables
produce best when grown
in full sun. Greens and root
crops are a bit more shade
tolerant.
Once planted, cover the
soil surrounding the seeded
rows and transplants with
a thin layer of shredded
leaves, herbicide-free grass
clippings or evergreen needles. This mulch helps conserve moisture and suppress
weeds. Plus, it improves
the soil as it breaks down.
You’ll save time and improve your plants’ health
and productivity with this
one task.
After it’s planted and
mulched, you’ll spend min-

The High
Yield Vegetable Garden
Plan enables gardeners to grow more than 50
pounds of produce in only 18 square
feet of space.
Photo credit: Gardener’s Supply Company.

imal time maintaining your
garden. But be sure to plan
a bit of time to enjoy the
big, flavorful harvest your
high yield garden is sure to
provide.
Melinda Myers has written more than 20 gardening books, including Small
Space Gardening. She hosts
The Great Courses “How
to Grow Anything: Food
Gardening For Everyone”

and 19, from 10 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Saturday,
May 20, from 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. Dumpster will
be located at 2390 Rusco Rd., Kent City Village
property.
Keep metal & appliances separate. Everything
needs to be bagged, boxed or in barrels– NO
loose trash. Fuel oil/propane tanks must be cut in
1/2, tires cut into 4 pieces, fencing folded. Units

DVD set and the nationally
syndicated Melinda’s Garden Moment TV & radio
segments. Myers is a columnist and contributing editor
for Birds & Blooms magazine and was commissioned
by Gardener’s Supply Company for her expertise to
write this article. Myers’
web site is http://www.melindamyers.com/www.melindamyers.com.

with Freon WILL NOT be accepted. No commercial dumping, cement, or liquids. No brush
or yard waste, or hazardous waste. No mattresses. Must be able to unload your own vehicle. TV
& Computer recycling will be available. Call the
township office for more info at (616) 678-4779.

HOME FOR SALE
145,000

$

Open House Saturday, April 22 - 12 to 3pm
Open House Sunday, April 23 - 1 to 4pm
139 7th St. Cedar Springs • Acreage in the City of Cedar Springs!
Home is a 1986 Manufacture home with:
• Yard looks out onto park like
• 2 large living rooms
setting at the end of 7th St.
• 3 bedrooms
• Property located next to Creative
• 2 full bathrooms
Technology Academy
• Cathedral ceilings
• Large home with much storage room
• Attached breezeway
• New roof 2014
• 2 plus stall attached garage
• Home warranty available
• Full Michigan basement
• Several Natural skylights and plenty
• 3.5 acres
of natural light
• Newer decks and covered porch

Cedar Springs Local Realtor

Brynadette Powell

~ Associate Real Estate Broker ~ Notary Public ~

Cell 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.brynadette.com

Brynadette Powell

Arthur K Eggerding Realtor Inc.
3345 Remembrence Rd
Walker, MI 49544
Office 616-453-7655 Fax 616-263-9375

Facebook Brynadette Powell Realtor
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Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Earth Week
Celebration

Outdoors

Earth Week is an annual
kick-off to remind us how we
can have a positive impact
throughout the year. How we
live impacts the survival of
all creatures great and small.
We inherited a world rich
with biodiversity. There are
utilitarian uses that are essenRanger Steve Mueller
tial for our survival and there
is an inherent responsibility to preserve species and habitats
for the wellbeing of future generations. We do not know the
value of most species.
Environmental and Earth Care has fallen in priority for
reasons I do not understand. Perhaps it is because we do not
recognize the importance of the air we breathe, the water
we drink, the quality of food we eat, or the value of land in
public and private stewardship. A survey prioritized American issues of concern and environment was listed eleven
of twelve. The only one of lesser concern was immigration.
Due to it being a priority of our President its priority has
been raised and moved environment lower. Billions of dollars are being allocated to immigration control and money
must come from somewhere. Major budget reductions are
proposed for environmental protection and will affect present and future generations.
We can each act locally in addition to contacting representatives and senators to let them know that environmental stewardship is an important value for our wellbeing. In
1973 the Clean Air, Clear Water, and Endangered Species
Acts were created to improve living conditions for humans
and all species. Currently there is a campaign to eliminate
those Acts to return us to conditions like those before the
environmental protections.
The idea is that the economy can grow faster without concern for protecting the environment that sustains us. Elimination of the Acts will have negative impacts on human
health, health of other species, and our long-term economy. Environmental clean-up cost will increase for future
generations if we are not good environmental stewards. We
still struggle with pollution clean-up from damage prior to
establishment of the protection Acts.
What can we do that is positive to protect life, economy, and society’s wellbeing locally and in our daily lives?
I am honored and appreciative to be invited to offer a Creation Care message on Sunday, 23 April, at 10:15 a.m. at
the United Methodist Church located at the corner of 140
Main and Church Streets one block N of the traffic light
in Cedar Springs. Traditional worship is blended with creative and enriching touches, music ministry and time with
children. Families and individuals are invited. Please come.
I will address what I call complimentary multiple realities. It is an idea most have not considered. The nature of
science is self-correcting through physical evidence with
experimentation. Religion is based on faith without physical evidence. We each experience the environment through
different realities based on how we interact with the world.
Some relate through artistic expression, song, music, internal reflection, interaction with people, or direct physical
interaction through farming, hunting, watching wildlife, or
camping the grandeur of creation.
Regardless for how we encounter the wonders of the
world, we share a common dependence on Earth’s biodiversity for our current survival and that of generations to come.
Many faith traditions emphasize the importance of being
“Creation Care Stewards” for the planet and honoring its
life-sustaining blessings. The question to ask is whether
your actions support healthy stewardship?
I will share the practical value of species for utilitarian
use, psychological value, ecosystem value of nature niches,
and value for present and future generations. Please come
for an hour of what I hope will be an energizing Creation
Care message. Move through spring, summer, fall, and
winter with more than hope. Live with joy knowing your
actions are valuable for your family’s health, wellbeing,
and future. I hope to share personally with readers what is
usually only done though print. Celebrate Earth Week with
me and the UMC.
Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.
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What’s “bugging” you in our streams?
In many cases we think
bugs are a nuisance, but bugs
in a stream can
be very useful.
Stream
insects are a
good measure
of water quality.
Unlike
fish,
stream
insects cannot
move around
much so they
are less able
to escape the
effects of sediment and other pollutants
that diminish
water quality.
Stream insects
can also be easily identified.
Trout Unlimited National
and Michigan Trout Unlimited will be holding a
Stream Insect Monitoring
Event on Saturday, May 6,

2017 from 9:00 a.m. – 1:00
p.m. at the Rockford Community Cabin - 220 North
Monroe Street in Rockford.
Volunteers will be assigned
to a monitoring group with

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources
and its cooperators are observing Wildfire Prevention
Week April 16-22. Most
wildfires on Michigan’s 20
million acres of state and
private forest land occur in
April, May and June.
“Michigan typically experiences some of its higher
fire conditions during the
spring,” said Bryce Avery,
DNR fire prevention specialist. “The dead grass and
leaves from last year dry
very quickly as days become longer, temperatures
begin to rise, and humidity levels are often at their
lowest points. Breezy conditions increase the danger,
but even on calm days, one
ember landing in some dead
grass is enough to start a
wildfire.”
Warm spring weather increases the amount of outdoor activities, like yard
cleanup, campfires and
fireworks. All of these activities require planning
and caution before and after
fires are lit.
“To dispose of yard
waste, consider composting, but if you are planning
on burning yard debris,
your first step should be to
check if the DNR is issuing
burn permits in your area,”
said Avery.
Burn permits are required

prior to burning brush
and debris in Michigan
when the ground is not
snow-covered. Residents
in the northern Lower
Peninsula and Upper Peninsula can obtain a free
burn permit by visiting
www.michigan.gov/burnpermit or by calling 866922-2876. Residents in
southern Michigan should
contact their local fire
department or township
office to see if burning is
permitted in their area.
In addition to obtaining
a burn permit, the DNR
recommends people take
the following steps to
help prevent wildfires:
Pay attention to the
fire danger in your area.
Don’t burn debris when
conditions are dry or
windy. Unsafe burning
of leaves, brush and other
debris is the main cause
of wildfires.
Clear away flammable
material surrounding the
fire so it won’t creep into The Michigan Department of Natural Resources is using Wildfire Prevention Week (April 16-22) to remind people to go to to check if burn permits
dry vegetation.
are being issued in their area before burning any yard debris.
Keep campfires small,
Do not cover a campfire than burning it.
and do not leave before
Historically, debris burnthey are fully extinguished. with soil; it may simply
Have a shovel and water smolder before coming ing has been the No. 1 cause
of wildfires in Michigan.
available at all times when back to life.
Embers can re-ignite.
For more tips in safeyou are burning. Be sure
to douse fires with plenty Make sure they are out guarding your home and
property from wildfire risk,
of water, stir and add more completely.
Consider composting or please visit www.michigan.
water until everything is
mulching yard debris rather gov/preventwildfires.
wet.

a team leader. Each group
will collect and identify insects from different stream
sites in the Rogue River
watershed. You don’t need
any experience with stream

insects to participate and all
ages are welcome.
What
will
you
need?
Please RSVP
to
Jamie
Vaughan
at
jvaughan@
tu.org or 312391-4760
if
you
would
like to attend.
Lunch will be
provided for
all volunteers.
Please bring
waders if you
have them and
dress for the
weather conditions. Children
under 16 years old need
to be accompanied by an
adult.

Michigan fire season builds
during Wildfire Prevention Week

Outdoors

is online at
www.cedar springspost.com
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Give Michigan drivers relief from
high auto insurance premiums

Page 11

...continued from page 3

By Michael Van Beek and Matt Coffey, Mackinac Center for Public Policy
A new legislative session
kicked off in January, and
once again, there’s talk in
Lansing about reforming
auto insurance in Michigan.
This is a perennial issue:
Since 2001, legislators have
introduced 340 bills about
auto insurance regulations,
according to MichiganVotes.org. But like drivers in
the Indy 500, lawmakers
keep going around in circles
without getting anywhere.
This pattern needs to stop
and policymakers should fix
the problem.
The interest in reforming
auto insurance stems from
a well-known fact: Michiganders have the regrettable
privilege of paying some
of the highest premiums in
the country. According to
research from the National Association of Insurance
Commissioners, the average
annual premium in Michigan
was $1,351 in 2014, second
only to New Jersey and Louisiana and 37 percent more
than the national average.
Bad drivers aren’t to blame
for Michigan’s abnormally
high auto insurance premiums. After all, Michiganders can navigate the most
miserable conditions, thanks
to our winter wonderland.
When a snowflake falls in
Atlanta, on the other hand,
there are ditches full of cars
and highways are backed up
for miles.
What is to blame, however,
are Michigan’s unique auto
insurance laws. The state’s
no-fault approach is similar
to that of just 11 other states,
and no other state forces all
drivers to buy unlimited personal injury protection.
Michigan’s current auto
insurance system was created in 1973, and a solid case
can be made that it has been,

by and large, a failed experiment. For instance, the nofault system—which gives
insurance benefits to anyone
injured in an auto accident
regardless of who was to
blame—was meant to reduce litigation. Since the law
guarantees insurance benefits for all accident victims,
the theory goes, there should
be fewer lawsuits, reducing costs for both insurance
companies and the courts.
That’s not what’s happened in practice. Michigan
still allows an accident victim to sue an at-fault driver
if a certain threshold for injuries is met. The Michigan
Supreme Court has interpreted the law in a way that
lowers this threshold—effectively undoing what no-fault
set out to achieve. The result
is that Michigan drivers pay
a hefty premium for no-fault
protection but don’t really
benefit from it. Not surprisingly, Michigan ranks as one
of the most litigious states in
the nation, according to the
Pacific Research Institute.
The failed no-fault system
is only half the problem. Requiring insurers to provide
unlimited PIP is even more
problematic. It’s easy to figure out how this approach
contributes to astronomical
insurance premiums, why
it’s rife with abuse and why
no other state uses it.
With no limit on what insurers must cover, anyone
injured in an auto accident
can seek and “afford” the
most expensive treatment
possible. What’s worse:
While private insurance,
Medicare and Medicaid
have fee schedules that limit
what medical providers can
charge, there are no schedules for what they can charge
for services they provide to

A 1930s MSP fingerprint class.
Michigan drivers pay above-average prices for auto insurance.

accident victims. That’s why
it’s common for hospitals to
charge auto insurers significantly more than they charge
medical insurers or Medicaid
and Medicare for exactly the
same service.
The generous benefits
available through Michigan’s unlimited PIP system,
as might be expected, attract
those who see an opportunity for profit. For instance,
unlimited PIP covers paying
a caregiver to serve accident
victims in their own homes.
There are very few limitations on who can provide
this care and, again, there is
no fee schedule. As a result,
family members of accident
victims can and do bill auto
insurers for 24 hours of care
each day at hourly rates as
high as $30. That works out
to be a nice six-figure salary.
While it is unlikely that this
is the norm for those providing home-based care, the opportunity for abuse is clear.
Considering these problems with Michigan’s auto
insurance system, one might
wonder why nothing has
changed. After all, each lawmaker has thousands of constituents who are harmed by
these steep premiums. The
answer to this riddle is what
economists call “concentrated benefits and diffuse
costs.” The status quo pro-

vides concentrated benefits
to medical providers, attorneys and accident victims,
and they will spend significant resources lobbying the
Legislature to protect these
benefits. The costs, meanwhile, are diffuse, paid by
drivers all across the state.
Diverse and unorganized,
drivers’ voices are easily
drowned out by the loud,
coordinated and well-funded
voices of those who defend
the status quo.
It’s time to admit that our
no-fault auto insurance system has largely failed. As a
result of court rulings, it has
strayed from its original purpose and its promised benefits have not materialized.
For the sake of Michigan
drivers, policymakers need
to overhaul it and make our
state competitive again.
The Mackinac Center for
Public Policy is a nonpartisan research and educational institute dedicated to
improving the quality of life
for all Michigan citizens by
promoting sound solutions to
state and local policy questions. The Mackinac Center
assists policy makers, scholars, business people, the
media and the public by providing objective analysis of
Michigan issues. Visit them
online at www.mackinac.org.

provides statewide police investigative services and traffic patrol, forensic science services, criminal justice records management and state homeland security and emergency management
services.
Below are a few interesting facts that show how much things
have changed in the last 100 years.
Then: Horses were the main mode of transportation for
troopers in 1917 and the department’s entire motor fleet consisted of four unmarked staff cars, two supply trucks and an armored truck.
Now: The MSP fleet contains over 2,220 vehicles today with
a variety of makes, models and purposes. Today’s fleet also includes dive boats, helicopters and motorcycles.
Then: Two-man mounted detachments rode daily patrols of
15 to 35 miles, returning to their barracks each night.
Now: Today, troopers on average drive over 125 miles during
their daily patrol.
Then: In 1917, troopers wore a khaki and forest green uniform consisting of military tunics with breeches, leather puttees,
and either a Campaign-style hat or a Stetson.
Now: Today, troopers wear a dark blue and grey uniform that
became the standard in 1961, along with a Campaign-style hat
that was recently added in recognition of the department’s 100th
Anniversary.
Then: In 1917, lacking any other means of communication,
troopers had to check for telegram messages at the post office of
each town they visited.
Now: Today, troopers communicate using smartphones, mobile data computers and 800 MHz radios.
Then: Capt. Ira H. Marmon opened a Bureau of Investigation
and Identification at the East Lansing Headquarters in 1919 using a primitive fingerprint records file in an old shoebox that he
stored under his barracks cot next to his desk.
Now: Today, fingerprint records are stored in the Automated
Fingerprint Identification System (AFIS) database, which contains over 3.6 million records.
Then: In 1918, troopers rendered aid in six automobile
wrecks.
Now: In 2016, troopers rendered aid in 43,488 traffic crashes.
Then: In 1918, troopers made 2,937 arrests.
Now: In 2016, troopers made 72,695 arrests.
To view historical photos, videos and a copy of the Governor’s
full Certificate of Proclamation, visit www.michigan.gov/msp.

Photo
...continued from page 3

sidering the short existence of Cedar Springs as a place of
any importance, we cannot but commend the public spirit
that has established her excellent graded school, and erected her noble school-house—perhaps the best in the county
out of Grand Rapids.”
According to The Cedar Springs Story by Sue Harrison
and Donna DeJonge, there was no inside plumbing; water
had to be pumped into pails then carried up the hill and into
the school and up each flight of stairs. Water was put in
classrooms for drinking and washing up, and in 1922, water
fountains were installed that had to be filled.
The school was razed in 1926 at a cost of $100,000, and
much of the brick, timber, chairs and desks were used in the
new school, which we now know as Hilltop. The bell was
saved from the old Union School and placed in storage. It
was later dedicated and placed at the front entrance of the
school with a plaque that reads: “1872-1925 Dedicated to
all those who answered the call of this bell. Presented by
the Cedar Springs Alumni of Cedar Springs.”
You can also see a photo of the old Union School in the
current Cedar Springs High School. It was recreated with
colorful tiles in the entryway, and is a constant reminder of
the first high school in Cedar Springs.

Business / Finance
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Business owners: keep this Crisis Control Summary
in your files:
lessons from United Airlines

Los Angeles, CA. United Airlines has scared potential
passengers and created a multi-layered lesson on what not
to do in a crisis situation so it doesn’t become a PR crisis.
Keep this information handy. Every company has a crisis
from time to time; here’s what you need to know and share
with your executive team. A single PR crisis can put your
company out of business, or, at the very least, get you and
your team replaced.
1. Try to resolve it with something that comes easily to
you, but your customer values.
Whatever business you are in, you get your goods or
services wholesale (free flights, even on a standby basis). Try to resolve the problem by offering something
that has a high perceived value but is not so dear to
you that it creates a large loss. The customer is ‘not’
always right, but the customer can write something
about you on Yelp and, as it hurts you more to respond,
they will ‘seem’ right to the public, who will only read
one side of it all.
2. Avoid calling the police (of any kind) for a
non-criminal incident.
Once you try to make the police force your own, and
they step in with people who are trained to control others, you will have alienated your client past the point
of no return. Worse yet, if the person flails and touches
a police officer, he or she now gets a criminal record
thanks to you and believe me, you will pay dearly for
that. As stupid goes, this is the most stupid move a
company can use against a client when the company
is not at threat. A disagreement is never resolved when
one party is fully armed and the other is under threat.
3. Show them who the management really is, and
demonstrate compassion for the situation.
If your story makes it to social media, the first response
from the CEO should be an instant public apology. The
public needs to think of him or her as a nice, warm,

empathetic individual who just had the bad luck of
hiring someone who had no common sense. Mistakes
happen. The public forgives you. If, on the other hand
the CEO makes a bad impression or supports his or her
staff, regardless of their stupidity, then people will fear
the company and avoid it all costs. Do you understand?
4. Do not anger a customer and then accuse him or
her with being belligerent.
This is a common tactic used by the police to arrest
persons. Lawyers use it at trial all the time. You say
something inflammatory, the person reacts, and you
try to show the jury how unreasonable they are. This
is dangerous behavior. Unless you have the powers
of arrest, you shouldn’t do something to further anger
your customer. If you have an angry customer, you
should do everything you can to get them to a reasonable states. The easiest way to do so: Offer something
up front, then dine or have drinks with him or her in a
casual manner and work out the rest. Using this system
you may create the most loyal customer (who refers
you business) when you are finished. People understand errors occur: it’s how you handle them.
5. If you can’t say anthing empathetic keep your
mouth shut.
A client/customer may upset you. They are in a heated
state due to what happened. Don’t get offended. Many
of them don’t even mean what they say in the heat
of the moment. If you don’t internalize the person’s
comments, start looking at the situation from their
point of view. The easiest way to do it is not to think of
them, but to think of one of your parents, your spouse,
or your best friend having gone through this and how
would you respond? Now do this with your client.
6. Be careful with your words and positioning of your
firm.
It’s easy to say and do what you want when you have
a golden parachute. However, a corporation’s reputation is largely based on the philosophies of the CEO
when it comes to customer service. Remember the
corporation took care of you and your family when you
were looking for a career or
opportunity. Now, it needs
‘you’. Do everything with
all the integrity the company

What Does Conservative Investing
Mean to Older Investors?

If you’re a certain age, or getting close to
it, you might hear something like this: “Now
that you’re older, you need to invest more conservatively.” But what exactly does this mean?
For starters, it’s useful to understand that
your investment preferences and needs will
indeed change over time. When you’re first
starting out in your career, and even for a long
time afterward, you can afford to invest somewhat aggressively, in stocks and stock-based
investments; because you have time to overcome the inevitable short-term market drops.
At this stage of your life, your primary concern is growth – you want your portfolio to
grow enough to provide you with the resources you’ll need to meet your long-term goals,
such as a comfortable retirement.
But when you finally do retire, and perhaps
for a few years before that, your investment focus likely will have shifted from accumulation
to preservation. And this certainly makes some
sense. Even though you may spend two, or
even three, decades in retirement, you actually
have many shorter time frames for withdrawing money – that is, selling investments – from
your retirement accounts, such as your 401(k)
and IRA. In fact, you may be taking withdrawals every month – and you don’t want to be
forced to sell investments when their price is
down. Consequently, you’ll want a portfolio
that’s less susceptible to market downturns.
This means that you may need to reduce the
percentage of stocks in your investment mix
and increase your holdings in investments that
have less growth potential but offer greater stability of principal, such as bonds.

If you follow this formula, you will have
become a more conservative investor. But
this evolution – from aggressive to conservative – isn’t that simple, or at least it shouldn’t
be. If, as mentioned above, you are retired for
two or three decades, you will have to deal
with inflation. And even at a relatively mild
3 percent annual inflation rate, your purchasing power will decline by about half in just 25
years. This is a real threat to retirees, who, unlike active employees, can’t count on increases in earned income to overcome increasing
costs of living.
Given this reality, you will have to find your
sources of rising income in your investment
portfolio. One possibility: Dividend-paying
stocks, some of which have increased their
dividends for many years in a row. Still, like
all stocks, these dividend payers can lose value
from year to year, and they can also reduce, or
even eliminate, dividends at any time. In other
words, they aren’t risk-free – which brings us
back to the question of how “conservative” of
an investor you can really afford to be when
you’re retired.
In the final analysis, there’s no simple answer. On one hand, you probably shouldn’t be
as aggressive an investor as you were when
you were much younger and still working. On
the other hand, if you were to primarily own
certificates of deposit and U.S. Treasury securities, you might face the prospect of outliving
your money. Ultimately, you’ll need to maintain a balanced portfolio that helps you control
risk today while providing you with growth
opportunities for tomorrow.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Seth Donnan
Financial Advisor
4027 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
616-696-9370

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

deserves, even if you have to bite your lip in doing so.
7. Make contact with the aggrieved party asap.
Call the person, arrange a personal contact and work
things out. Do not let it get to the media or to a lawyer’s office. Let the person hear from you and know
that you care. The difference it will make is phenomenal. It does not matter that you are on vacation when
it takes place or may be sleeping. You are better off
losing a night’s sleep than months of sleep in the future while your and you company’s reputation are in
the balance. Don’t only contact the party, make this
up to them. For example, in the United Airlines’ case,
I would have put Dr Dao on a private jet asap, with a
limousine waiting at the other end. The scenario would
have turned out very differently.
8. Work it out before it becomes a lawsuit.
If a situation is so out of control that a lawyer has been
hired or litigation is threatened, resolve it immediately.
Negotiate and work out a settlement or understanding
of some sort. Keep it confidential if you have to, or be
generous and go public with it. This is especially the
case if you are in the wrong. In today’s world of Yelp
and social media, one event can put a small company
out of business. The worst thing that can happen in
this case is what happened with United Airlines: the
lawyer was having free national airtime to say what he
wanted.
If a lawyer has been hired, you did not follow the rules
above very well. Once the legal game is in play, it will only
serve to infuriate the customer more and the legal game is
all about sides. At this point, hope the party has a reasonable
lawyer as you can no longer directly communicate with the
party. Litigation is one of the worst diseases a company can
catch, avoid it at all costs unless you’re the plaintiff.
We hope your next crisis is averted rapidly and wish you
the best!
Steven Riznyk is the CEO and senior litigator of San Diego Biz Law, a crisis negotiator, and business strategist who
is hired to analyze and resolve complex and crisis issues
worldwide. He can be reached at 619-793-4827.  

What to do when an IRS letter
arrives in the mail
The IRS mails millions of
pieces of correspondence
every year to taxpayers for
a variety of reasons.
Below are some suggestions on how to best handle
a letter or notice from the
IRS:
Do not panic. Simply responding will take care of
most IRS letters and notices.
Most IRS notices are
about federal tax returns
or tax accounts. Each notice deals with a specific
issue and provides specific
instructions on what to do.
Careful reading is essential.
A notice may likely be
about changes to a taxpayers’ account, taxes owed or
a payment request. Sometimes a notice may ask for
more information about a
specific issue or item on a
tax return.
If a notice indicates a
changed or corrected tax return, review the information

and compare it with your
original return.
There is usually no need
to reply to a notice unless
specifically instructed to do
so, or to make a payment.
Taxpayers must respond
to a notice they do not agree
with. Mail a letter explaining why there is a disagreement with the IRS. The address to mail the letter is on
the contact stub at the bottom of the notice. Include
information and documents
for the IRS to consider and
allow at least 30 days for a
response.
There is no need to call
the IRS or make an appointment at a taxpayer assistance center for most notices. If a call seems necessary,
use the phone number in the
upper right-hand corner of
the notice. Be sure to have
a copy of the tax return and
notice when calling.
Always keep copies of
any notices received with

tax records.
Be alert for tax scams.
The IRS sends letters and
notices by mail. IRS does
not contact people by email
or social media to ask for
personal or financial information. The IRS will not
demand payment a certain
way, such as prepaid debit
or credit card. Taxpayers
have several payment options for taxes owed.
For more on this topic,
visit IRS.gov. Click on the
link ‘Respond to a Notice’
at the bottom center of the
home page. Also, see Publication 594, The IRS Collection Process. Get IRS.gov/
forms at any time.
To make a payment, visit IRS.gov/payments or use
the IRS2Go app to make
a payment with Direct
Pay for free, or by debit or
credit card through an approved payment processor
for a fee.

Visit The POST online @
www.cedarspringspost.com
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on a deep level. And since the core of Christianity is a deep and
dynamic relationship with Christ, these people find all kinds of
excuses to say it’s just not for them.
One other variation of this spiritual sticking point is a hidden
authority obstacle. A person who struggles with this doesn’t
want anyone, including the God who created them, to tell them
how to live their life. So they find reasons not to believe.
Spiritual Sticking Point #3: I Don’t Know What to Believe
We’ve seen that some people say, “I can’t believe.” For others,
the real issue is, “I don’t want to believe.” And now third, some
say, “I don’t know what to believe.”
Today, people get confused because they hear all kinds of
interpretations of the Bible. They see different denominations.
They hear some people who take the Bible literally and some
who say it’s just a general moral guideline. They hear people using the Bible to support contradictory positions. They try reading the Bible and get bogged down in Leviticus.
So they throw up their hands and say, “I don’t know what to
believe. It seems like the meaning of the Bible changes according to who interprets it. So who is right?”
If that’s your sticking point, it’s important to know that the
key to accurately understanding the Bible is the same as the key
to understanding any communication—you must study to determine what the writer actually meant. Not what we want it to
say; not to interpret it for our benefit; not to read our biases into
it, but to figure out what the writer intended to communicate.
This is important because sometimes we let what we want the
Bible to say to get in the way of what it’s really saying. Our motives can radically color the way we interpret things. And people
do that with the Bible to get around teachings they don’t agree
with or don’t want to apply to their lives.
Spiritual Sticking Point #4: I Do Believe; Isn’t That
Enough?
These people say, “I understand the gospel, and I believe it’s
true. But I still feel like I’m at a sticking point. I feel like something is holding me back from experiencing the kind of relationship with God that other people talk about. Why does God seem
to be distant from me? Why can’t I really connect with God?”
That’s because merely agreeing with the gospel isn’t enough.
James 2:19 says, “You believe that there is one God. Good!
Even the demons believe that - and shudder” (NIV).
It’s not enough just to nod our heads in intellectual agreement.
As John 1:12 tells us, “As many as received Him, to them He
gave the right to become children of God, even to those who
believe in His name” (NASB).
There’s a simple spiritual equation that flows out of John 1:12:
Believe + Receive = Become. We can’t become true children
of God without both elements; we must believe in Him intellectually, and we must receive His forgiveness and leadership
personally.
Where are you on the journey of finding God? What obstacles
stand in your way? Now can be the time you get past your sticking points once and for all, if you’ll believe the truth, receive
Christ, and become a child of God.

Warrior
...continued from page 6

wish to donate, you can do so here: http://bit.ly/grmichwarrior
For more information on becoming a member of the Michigan
Warrior Hockey Program, please email JD Dunn, Chief of Hockey Operations at jdunn@miwarriors.com. For media inquiries, to
make a donation, or more information on the “Michigan Warrior
Day”’ events, please email Marie Sly at marie@wmspecialhockey.org. The Michigan Warriors website can be found at www.
michiganwarriorshockey.com
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866-0990

17 N. Main St.

Hours
Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

WE INSTALL

•Clutches

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

•Brakes

•Oil Changes

•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051

Professional auto rePair

New hours: M-F 8-6 • sat. 8-4 • suN. Closed
15670 NorthlaNd dr.
betweeN Cedar spriNgs
aNd saNd lake

696-8863

North End Tire & Auto

aNy Car aNy repair

diesel - hybrid • MediuM & heavy duty • ForeigN & doMestiC

(616) 439-3400

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

Legal NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE Public Notice

VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

The Sand Lake Fire Department

has the opportunity, through the Red Cross, to
hand out smoke detectors for free. We are able
to disperse 3 per household. If you are in need,
please contact Nyha French at 616-835-8038.

towNshiP of sPeNcer

couNty of KeNt, MichigaN

The complete text of this summary is available at
the Township Hall during regular business hours or
on the township’s web site @ www.solontwp.org.

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Planning Commission of the Township of Spencer
will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, May
10, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. at the Spencer Township
Hall, 14960 Meddler Ave., Gowen, Michigan,
on a proposed ordinance to amend the zoning
ordinance of Spencer Township regarding signs.
The principal provisions of the proposed amending
ordinance can be summarized as follows:
1.
sign regulations. Chapter 18 of the
zoning ordinance is amended in its entirety to
provide for new sign regulations covering the
matters described below.
2.
Definitions, Permits, general sign
Provisions. The proposed ordinance includes
a comprehensive set of definitions to be used
when applying sign regulations and provides, with
certain exceptions, that a sign shall not be erected
or replaced without a sign permit. The proposed
ordinance also includes general regulations
applicable to signs in all districts covering
matters such as sign structure and placement,
measurement, illumination and other matters.
3.
Prohibited signs, Portable and
temporary signs, District regulations, other
Provisions. The proposed ordinance includes
a list of sign types that are specifically prohibited
within the Township and includes regulations
pertaining to the permissible use of portable and
temporary signs. The proposed ordinance also
includes provisions regulating signs that are
allowed in the various zoning districts and contains
other provisions pertaining to signs for special land
uses and planned unit developments, billboards,
and non-conforming signs.
Proposed amending ordinances on file
may be examined at the offices of the Spencer
Township Clerk located at 14960 Meddler Ave.,
Gowen, MI. All interested persons may attend
the public hearing and comment on the proposed
special land use. Written comments concerning
the requested rezoning may be submitted to the
Township Clerk, at the above-stated address up to
the time of and during the public hearing.

Dated: April 20, 2016 Mary Lou Poulsen, Clerk

Dated: April 20, 2017

April 20, 2017

N. French, Fire Dept.

Solon
Township Hall

15185 Algoma Avenue
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

PUBlIC noTICE
Summary of Minutes of the
Township Board Meeting,
April 11, 2017.

Board Members Present: Robert Ellick, V. Fred
Gunnell, Mark Hoskins, Art Gerhardt, Mary Lou
Poulsen
Board Members Absent: none.
Approved: agenda; consent agenda; Motion to
revisit purchase of tender at July board meeting;
Extension of incentive/bonus program; Spring
Cleanup expenditure; Lawncare bid; Walking
Path Construction bid; Cement/Asphalt crusher
setup on White Creek; Park Committee member
appointments; FF candidate R. Schmidt; MFR
training.
Failed: Alcohol/drug screening policy; Motion
to revisit purchase of tender at October Board
meeting.
no action taken: none.
Tabled: none.
Public Comments: none.
Adjournment: 8:32 p.m.

PLANNING
COMMISSION OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER

CLASSIFIEDS
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NOTICE: All real estate
advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Amendments Act and
the Michigan Civil Rights Act,
which make it illegal to advertise
“any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, national
origin,
handicap,
familial
status, age or marital status,
or an intention to making any
such preference, limitation or
discrimination.” Familial Status
includes children under the age
of 18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody
of children under 18. This
newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate, which is in violation of
the law. To report discrimination,
call the Fair Housing Center at
616-451-2980. The HUD tollfree number for the hearing
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

HOMES FOR SALE
1991 Schult Doublewide,
1352 sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 2
bath, in White Creek Country Estates, lot 60 Pecan
Ave. Call 616-439-3065 or
417-217-0031. #16,17p

CEDARFIELD
55+
COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

NEw sITEs
AvAILAbLE

custom tailored
for your
new home

616-696-1100

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

AUCTION

Storage
CEDARFIELD
SELF StoRAgE

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

rummage
sales
Plan Ahead And SAVE!
Run your sale ad for TWO
weeks and the 2nd week is
½ off! Expires 9-18-17. Call
The POST at 696-3655.

Help
Wanted

Next to Meijer

616-696-1100

Services
A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb

WANTED: The newspaper
is looking for a sales/marketing assistant. Starting
part-time, may lead into full
time position. Must be good
on the phone and the computer. Mac experience is
helpful but not necessary.
Starting hourly as much as
$15.00 per hour depending
on experience. Must have
dependable transportation
and a valid driver’s license.
Send resume to sales@
cedarspringspost.com

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Tree Removal
Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding
Lawn Maintenance
Snow Plowing
Sidewalk Shoveling
De-icing

AFFORDABLE &
DEPENDABLE
OvER 10 yEARs OF sERvicE

are online @
cedarspringspost.com

– 696-3655 –
Poe – Male American Pit Bull Terrier
I’m a sweet 4 year old dog
who would do well in a home
with another polite and playful dog and older children. I
was transferred from another
shelter making much of my
history a mystery. I am deaf
and my adopters should consider this and be prepared to
learn to communicate with
me non-verbally. Please come
meet me at Humane Society

Free: Kittens, four to choose
from, approximately 3 months
old. Litter trained. 616-2630824. #16

• Lost
• Found

good
• Free tohomes

of West Michigan!
Captain Jack – Male Domestic Short Hair

FREE
in The POST
696-3655
are

Classifieds

Actress

Free: Puppy, 3 mos. old, Lab
mix – golden, girl. Good with
kids and other animals. 616263-0824. #16

Animal Ads

616-893-6138

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

PETS of the Week

Corner

Bob’s Tree Service: Trees
trimmed or removed.
Quick response, same day
service possible. No job
too small! Call 616-8355317. #15,16p

Open Position for Tow Truck
Driver, $9.50 to start. Must be
available nights and weekends.
Apply in person at 13889 West
St., Cedar Springs. #16b

P ST

Humane Society of West Michigan’s

Critter

Narrow
Your
Search
use the

Cedar Springs
Post
Classiﬁeds

Classiﬁeds Work

real estate

ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!
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bibles to every soldier fighting overseas. She said she would have a donation box set up when she comes to
speak in case people want to donate
...continued from front page
to that cause.
Payton said that she feels faith
The Post asked Payton how she became inshould be important to everyone.
volved with “I’m not ashamed.”
“People are worried about every“I had seen some talk about it, and I helped
thing. But whenever we leave this
with some of the casting. My agency was doearth, those things we worked so
ing the casting and I was there that day, and I
hard to get won’t be important. God
listened and watched as the actors read for their
doesn’t care how much money we
parts. I later talked to my manager about it, and
make, where we live, what we drive.
said ‘If there is anything I can do to be a part of
He cares that we love him and follow
it, I want to do it.’ So I was there from day one to
his word. He should be our number
the last day,” she recalled.
one priority.”
She said they were all happy with the response
When she talks to the youth in Ceto the film. “So many people showed up at the
dar Springs, she will try to impress
premier, and huge groups came to see it,” she
on them that no one is ever perfect.
said.
“Don’t try to make yourself perfect.
When Payton is not acting, modeling, or
To God you are already perfect from
speaking, she likes to spend time reading—“I
have 500 books in my room,” she confessed. Payton Christian loving on a parrot, on the farm day one—he loves you the way you
She also spends time with the animals on their she lives on with her parents and grandmother are. It doesn’t matter what group you
in Kentucky.
are in; you don’t need to prove yourfarm. The farm is home to an array of animals,
including regular farm animals as well as camels, zebras, and self. You have God and that’s enough,” she said.
What does Payton see in her future? “My goal is mostly to do
birds. But one of her favorite things is working with the rescue
horses they take in. “I feed and help them put on weight and just what my heart tells me—what God wants me to do—to spread his
love on them. I have a real passion for that. It’s a humongous this message and do as much good as I possibly can,” she said.
Payton has never been to Michigan, and is looking forward to it.
for me,” she explained.
Payton’s big heart is not just for animals. She is also involved “I’m overly excited that I get to be here and talk to everyone,” she
in a foundation called “To write love on her arms,” a depression remarked. “And I’m looking forward to seeing the sights!”
For more information on the showing contact Pastor Craig Carawareness and suicide prevention cause. And she also just started
a new foundation called Bibles in Battle, a foundation to provide ter at 616-550-6398 or craigcarter8282@gmail.com.

I’m a sweet and social 1 year old cat!
I readily approach
people who come
to visit me and
love to be pet. I
had to have one of
my eyes removed,
but I get around
just fine! I enjoy
stretching out, relaxing, and napping.Adult cats (5 months and
older) have their adoption fees waived right now at Humane
Society of West Michigan.
Humane Society of West Michigan is open Tuesday-Friday 127, Saturday & Sunday 11-4.
For more information on the Humane
Society of West Michigan, call (616) 4538900 or visit them at 3077 Wilson NW,
just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road during
adoption hours or visit www.hswestmi.org
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Deadline: Mon. by 5pm
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Call 616.696.3655

Michigan
...continued from page 2

featuring the beauty and history of the Water Wonder Land.
Learn about the Detroit 1967 Project with the Detroit Historical Society.
Take part in more than 20 other hands-on activities celebrating Michigan’s unique past and present.
Free admission for all visitors on Michigan Day is courtesy of the Docents Guild & Associates, the 501(c)3 organization that serves the Michigan History Center volunteer
program. The sponsorship is in memory of Bill and Marilyn Cochran. Bill was an original member of the Mackinac
Bridge Authority and served there for 16 years.
The Michigan History Center and visitor parking are on
the north side of Kalamazoo Street, two blocks east of M.
L. King Jr. Boulevard. Weekend parking is free.
The Michigan History Center’s museum and archival
programs foster curiosity, enjoyment and inspiration rooted in Michigan’s stories. The center includes the Michigan
History Museum, 10 regional museums, Thunder Bay National Marine Sanctuary and Underwater Preserve, and the
Archives of Michigan. Learn more at www.michigan.gov/
michiganhistory.
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A Non-profit Public School Academy
Making a Difference in the Things That Matter!

SCHOOL CALENDAR

APRIL 17
			
		
20
		
24
			
		
24-27
			
		
28
			
			
MAY 1-5
		
2
		
8
			
		
12
		
18&20
		
19
			
		
19
			
		
22-24
		
22
		
24

4th & 5th Grade Health Curriculum
Parent Meeting
PA Meeting
Town Hall Meeting 6-7:00 p.m. - CTA
Auditorium
K-8 Student-Led Conferences
Book Sale
Early Release
Prom
Popcorn Day
Teacher Appreciation Week
Elementary Spring Concert
Coffee Time with the School Leader/
Superintendent
Early Release
CTA Drama Club Spring Production
Wall of Honor Induction
CTA PA-hosted Carnival
Wall of Honor Induction
PA Spring Carnival
Student-Led Conferences (HS Only)
Girls Charging Ahead 5K
Last Day of School for Seniors
*Early Release Dismissal Schedule
● K-2 Dismissal at 12:50 p.m.
● 3-5 Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.
● 6-12 Dismissal at 12:40 p.m.

Law and Order: Fairy
Tale Unit

Spring Theater Production May 18 & 20

Announcing CTA’s spring play, Law and Order: Fairy
Tale Unit . CTA Drama students have been hard at work on
their first ever full-length play. You will not want to miss
this funny spoof on the Law and Order series. This story
focuses on Detective HD (Humpty Dumpty) and Detective
Cindy (Cinderella) as they investigate the mysterious destruction of the three little pig’s houses.
Many well-known fairy tale characters such as Hansel
and Gretel, the Three Blind Mice, Jack and Jill and more
become suspects in the story. To see how the mystery plays
out, come see the performance!
May 18 & 20 @ 7:00 p.m.
CTA Auditorium
Tickets are $3 in advance/$5 at the door

Students Showcase Their
Talents
This years CTA talent show
featured the cheerleading
team and 10 students ranging from kindergarten to 12th
grade who took to the stage
to share their talents. Student performances included
the reading of poetry, writ-

Charger Voices Perform at District Festival

Charger Voices students perform at District Festival with teacher Jeremy Holtrop and pianist Bethany Holtrop.

CTA’s Charger Voices
had the opportunity to participate in the Michigan
School Vocal Music Association (MSVMA) District
Festival for the first time
in March. This was the first
year for the choir to do so
and the experience was a
very successful and enjoyable one. Charger Voices

was the first performing
group of the day, performing at 8:00 a.m. The group
performed two songs, “Jonah” by Rollo Dilworth and
“River, Sing Your Song”
by Eugene Butler. After the
performance, an adjudicator came onto the stage and
worked with the group on
things they could improve.

Choir members were appreciative of the feedback
and enjoyed trying the different things the adjudicator coached them on. The
second part of the festival
was sight reading, during
which the students had to
sight read music that they
had never seen before and
only had twenty minutes to

do so before performing the
piece. The experience was
challenging, yet rewarding.
As an added bonus after
the festival, students got to
spend the remainder of the
day at Craig’s Cruisers. The
day was a very positive experience and students were
already excited to participate next year.

Battle of the Books
CTA students in grades 3-6 were separated into mixed-grade level teams in an
effort to face off against other teams in
their second annual Battle of the Books!
Each team was given six books to read
for this year’s competition. On March 30,
students battled it out against other teams
by answering questions from each book.
Although the scores were very close, here
were the final results:
1st Place: Fictionaries (Yellow)
2nd Place: Book Dominators (Red)
3rd Place: Book Wizards (Blue)
4th Place: Hard Covers (Green)
Congratulations to our second annual
Book Battlers! We were so very impressed
with your hard work and dedication in
reading the books on your list this year.
Until next year, Just Keep Reading.....Just
Keep Reading!
Battle of the Books teams and their coaches
were supported by classmates during the event.

Just Keep Reading, Just Keep Reading!
Freshman Anya
Va n d e r M e u l e n
sang “Part of
that World” as a
solo vocal performance.

ing and singing
of an original
song about being optimistic,
playing the piano and several
students showcasing
their
vocal talents. It
was a great day
to be a
Charger as
we celebrated
and showcased
our students!
The CTA Cheer Team performed a routine with
fantastic stunts!

Kindergarten and second grade students are excited to read with Red
Flannel Festival Royalty!

This year, to celebrate Reading
Month our CTA Elementary students
read their tails off as they filled our
Reading Fish Tank!
For every book read (or chapter if it
was a chapter book) AT HOME or IN
SCHOOL, students cut out a colored
fish and hung it up on the fish bowl.

Elementary students sit in front of their “Fish Tank” on the wall that
they filled with books they read.

CTA Elementary filled the fish tank in
two weeks - that is a lot of reading. To
celebrate, they watched Finding Dory
and ate ocean-themed snacks with
their reading buddies.
The Red Flannel Festival Queen and
court also made time to visit CTA and
read to the kindergarten and second

grade students. The queen read one of
her favorite books and then took time
to answer questions from the students.
CONGRATULATIONS CTA on
another successful March is Reading
Month!!!
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SportS

Cedar loses to Lowell, wins at Varsity golf wins at
Lakeview
N. Muskegon
JV Baseball

Peyton Newman turns back from a lead off in Friday’s win over North Muskegon.

The JV Red Hawks baseball team lost a three-game
series against the Lowell
Red Arrows last week. The
games were led by the bats
of Seth Biggs and Peyton
Newman, who both provided timely hitting and good
base running.
Coach Tyson Hoffman
said, “Lowell was a good
team, with very disciplined
and well coached athletes.
We were able to stick with
them for a lot of the game

and made some good plays,
but also showed our youth.
We have to work on our
fundamentals to get to their
level.” Tuesday’s double
headers ended with a loss
of 12-4 and 5-4. Thursday’s
loss was 12-3.
Last
Friday’s
battle
against North Muskegon
proved a win. The team
was able to grind out at bats
driving the starting pitchers count up to 91 in four
innings. Peyton Newman

was starting pitcher for Cedar Springs, who held the
Norsemen at bay for the
first four innings. Jerome
Patin provided just over
two innings of relief for the
save, while Lucas Secord
made multiple catches in
the outfield, showing very
good range for the position.
The final score was 11-8.
The Red Hawks play
against Grant, Greenville,
and Holland West Ottawa
this week.

PAYTON CHRISTIAN
CEDAR SPRINgS MI TOUR
APRIL 30 - MAY 1, 2017

PAYTON IS 18 YEARS OLD, APPEARED IN SEVERAL MOVIES, IS A MODEL,
NON PROFIT DIRECTOR, WORkED IN MUSIC VIDEOS AND IS A SPEAkER.
SHE WAS IN THE I’M NOT ASHAMED MOVIE. IT OPENED ON OCTOBER
21, 2016 IN 600+ THEATRES FEATURINg THE LIFE OF RACHEL SCOTT, THE
FIRST STUDENT kILLED AT COLUMBINE HIgH SCHOOL IN 1999.

Varsity golf team members from left to right front row: Paul Krajewski, Brad Barnard, Brendon Johnson,
Jarred Reyers. Back row: Evan Galle, James Powell and Coach Dave Schlump.

On Saturday, April 15, our Cedar
Springs Boys Varsity Golf Team took
first place in the Lakeview High School

Brookside Invitational. The total team
score was 356. There were seven schools
at the invitational.

JV golf wins over Sparta
The Cedar Springs JV golf
team opened up their season
this past Monday, April 10,
with a victory over Sparta,
232-233. Josh Allen shot a
57, Austin Emmorey and
Jared Hause 58’s and Trey

Lewis a 59. On Wednesday,
April 12, the Red Hawks
finished 7th at the Kenowa
Hills Invite with a 216. Emmorey and Carson Svalen
shot 52’s, Allen a 55, and
Hause, Lewis and Dane

Conley all shot 57’s.
“It was a cold, wet week,”
said Coach London. “Having the boys shoot in the
50’s was a win with those
conditions.”

SUNDAY, APRIL 30, 2017 - 10AM SERVICE
SHARES HER TESTIMONY

Serving Christ
and
Community

The Ultimate Bundle

TV+Internet+Voice

1480 INDIAN LAkES RD. NE, SPARTA, MI 49345

SUNDAY

CONTRACTS

COMMITMENTS

from

5:30 PM

AT NORTH kENT
COMMUNITY CHURCH

PAYTON SPEAkS
TO THE YOUTH AT
THE COMMUNITY
WIDE SCREENINg

Pizza and pop will be provided.

MONDAY - MAY 1 - 2:45 PM

PAYTON SPEAkS TO THE ENgEDI YOUTH CENTER
AT RED HAWk SCHOOL, 204 E. MUSkEgON
STREET, CEDAR SPRINgS, MICHIgAN.
For more information contact Pastor Craig Carter, Senior Pastor of
North Kent Community Church, 616-550-6398 or craigcarter8282@gmail.com

not available in
all areas
varies by location ,
.

þ
þ
þ
þ
þ

Fast Internet starting at 60Mbps
125+ TV Channels
FREE DVR
Unlimited Nationwide Calling
RISK FREE 30 Day Money Back Guarantee**

Call Today & Pay Less!

800-781-0564

Services not available in all areas. Offer is based on qualification and subject to change without notice. Valid to qualified residential customers who have
not subscribed to any services within the previous 30 days and have no outstanding obligation to Spectrum. *Bundle price for TV Select, Internet and
Voice is $89.97/mo. year 1; standard rates apply after year 1. Free DVR service is for 1 DVR is for year 1; standard rates apply after year 1; install, other
equipment , taxes, fees and surcharges extra; additional services are extra. DVR receiver required for DVR service is extra. **Restrictions apply. For
contract buyout qualifications, go to spectrum.com/buyout. For 30 Day Money Back Guarantee go to spectrum.com/guarantee.

