
A Cedar Springs woman pled guilty 
last week in the crash that took a 
4-year-old Greenville boy’s life.

The accident occurred in Septem-
ber 2015. According to police, Susan 
Rieckman, 70, was driving a pickup 
truck east on M-57 then turned left on 
to M-91 and hit 4-year-old Talos Bills 
in the crosswalk. He reportedly had 
his red scooter, and was crossing the 

street with his teenaged cousin. He only lived a couple of 
blocks away.

WOODTV reported that a witness at the scene said 
Rieckman continued driving away, and he chased down 
the truck, banging on it with his hands. The man reported 
she said it just felt like a bump. 

As part of a plea deal, Rieckman pled guilty to a charge 
of operating with a suspended license causing death. Her 
license reportedly had been revoked for medical reasons.

She will be sentenced at a later date. Under the plea deal, 
she could get a year in jail and five years probation.

An Alpine Township 
family is grieving this 
week after their 16-year-
old daughter died from 
injuries she suffered in a 
traffic accident involv-
ing five teens.

According to the Kent 
County Sheriff Depart-
ment, they respond-
ed to the scene of an 
unknown accident on 
April 10, at 3:45 a.m. 
at the intersection of 
9 Mile and Vinton, in 
Alpine Township. Also 
responding to the scene 
was Alpine Township Fire 
Department, AeroMed, and 
Rockford Ambulance.

They determined that 
the vehicle, a 2005 Pontiac 
Grand Prix, was traveling 

north on Vinton, when the 
teen driver lost control and 
went off the roadway, and 
struck a tree at the northeast 
corner of Vinton and 9 Mile.

There were five teenagers 

HEALTH - page 15

Serving Northern Kent County and parts of Newaygo and Montcalm CountiesVol. XXIX   No. 15  Thursday, April 14, 2016
Reaching around the world - www.cedarspringspost.com

Presorted Standard
US Postage Paid

Permit No. 81
Cedar Springs, MI 

FREE   No strings attached. Nope. Not a one!

FREE  All it takes is to grab one!

Gate - continues on page 11

Allergy WoesKeep wildlife wild

OUTDOORS - pages 12-13

POST travels

page 2

Carmina Burana

A&E - pages 6-7

P    STThe

crash - continues on page 11

Crash takes life of Sparta High teen

Five teens were riding in this Pontiac Grand Prix when it left the road and hit a tree in Alpine Township on Sunday, April 10. Photo from FOX 17.

Alyssa Eggerding, 16, died Monday, 
April 11, from injuries she suffered in 
the accident.

Woman pleads 
guilty in fatal crash

Why is there a gate on Sand Lake 
boat launch?
By Judy reed

What’s “bugging” 
you in our streams?
Volunteers needed for stream insect monitoring

The new owner of 551 W. Lake Street in Sand Lake has put up a gate over the boat launch on Sand Lake.  

In many cases we think 
bugs are a nuisance, but 
bugs in a stream can be very 
useful. Stream insects are 
a good measure of water 
quality. Unlike fish, stream 
insects cannot move around 
much so they are less able 
to escape the effects of sed-
iment and other pollutants 
that diminish water quality. 
Stream insects can also be 
easily identified.

Trout Unlimited Nation-
al, Cannon Township and 
Michigan Trout Unlimited 
will be holding a Stream 
Insect Monitoring Event on 
Saturday, May 7, 2016 from 
9:00 a.m.-1:00 p.m. at the 
Rockford Community Cab-

in, 220 North Monroe Street, 
in Rockford.  Volunteers will 
be assigned to a monitoring 
group with a team leader. 
Each group will collect and 
identify insects from differ-
ent stream sites in the Rogue 
River and Bear Creek wa-
tersheds. You don’t need 
any experience with stream 
insects to participate and all 
ages are welcome.

What will you need?  
Please RSVP to Nichol De 
Mol at 231-557-6362 or 
ndemol@tu.org if you would 
like to attend. Lunch will be 
provided for all volunteers.  
Please bring waders if you 
have them and dress for the 
weather conditions.

Courtesy photo.

People in the area have 
been using the boat launch 
on 22 Mile at Sand Lake to 
get their boats in and out of 
the lake for as long as anyone 
can remember. So many peo-
ple were surprised when it 
was gated and locked the first 
part of March. The Post field-
ed some questions from read-
ers about it, and contacted the 
Village of Sand Lake to find 
out what was going on. 

According to Sand Lake 
Village President Roger 
Towsley, contrary to what 
people might think, it is not 
a “public” boat launch. In-
stead, it’s part of the thin strip 
of property at 551 W. Lake 
Street, that runs to the west of 
the boat launch. 

“The person  who used to 
live there allowed the public 
to use it, and the people be-
fore him never minded,” ex-
plained Towsley. “I’ve lived 
here 40 years and it was al-
ways used. Others have told 
me that it’s been in use since 
the early 1900s.” The Village 
has helped maintain the prop-
erty by putting gravel in there 
and mowing it.

He said that the problem is 

that when the property was 
sold, the new owner became 
concerned about the liability 
of people using it, and decid-
ed to put up the gate. 

Towsley said that the Vil-
lage of Sand Lake has spo-
ken to the owner and asked 
if he’d be willing to sell the 
east end of the property to 
the Village, so that the pub-
lic could use the boat launch. 
“He said he would be willing 

Susan Rieckman



The Cedar Springs 
Historical Museum 
recently provided 
a “Visitation Open 
House” for the Rock-
ford Historical Muse-
um Board of Directors 
and about 40 of their 
volunteer workers and 
friends. The meeting 
took place on the eve-
ning of April 7, from 7 
to 9:30 p.m. at the Ce-
dar Springs Historical 
Museum.

The visitors were 
welcomed by Cedar’s Mu-
seum Director Sharon Jett, 
and several other Cedar 
board members. Refresh-
ments were served and tours 

around the museum were 
provided by members Tan-
ya Eldred, Sally Grayvold, 
Nancy Star, and Sharon 
Nielsen. D.M. White pro-
vided general information 

about the museum overall, 
as well as an extensive talk 
about our railroad display.

Terry Konkle, president 
of the Rockford Museum, 

Photo by Justin1569 at en.wikipedia, CC BY-SA 3.0, 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/w/index.php?curid=5943918

Michigan Severe Weather Awareness Week 
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95 North Main
Cedar Springs
(616) 696-BEER
CSBrew.com

Craft Beer, Cider, 
Wines, Sodas & Great Food

Brauhaus & 
Restaurant

The Reihenheitsgebot 
turns 500 years old 
on April 23rd. 
We’ll be celebrating with a 
Bavarian brunch at 11 a.m. and 
a Brewmaster dinner at 7 p.m. 
Tickets at CSBrew.com.

I took a vow . . .
To have and to hold from this day forward, for better, for 

worse.  I promised to be true in good times and in bad, in 
sickness and in health.  I will keep that promise til’ 

death do us part.

 That’s why I bought life insurance from Auto-Owners,  
to secure your future, no matter what.

Call or visit us today!

AGENCY NAME
Town Name • 555-555-5555

website

Gebhardt Insurance
Cedar Springs • 616-696-9440

www.gebhardtins.com
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Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 34 years

Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060

w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

CORRECTION: 

All About
Heating & 

Cooling Inc.
12505 Northland Dr.

616-824-6029

On last week’s Cedar Springs 
Sports Schedules the wrong 
phone number was printed 
for All About Heating & 
Cooling. The correct number 
is to the right. The POST is 
sorry for any inconvienence 
this may have caused.

G
R

EE
N

V
IL

LE

BIG RAPIDS

GRAND RAPIDS

M
U

SK
EG

O
N

Exit 104

Exit 101

Cedar SpringsCedar Springs

Indian Lakes RdIndian Lakes Rd

N
or

th
la

nd
 D

riv
e

N
or

th
la

nd
 D

riv
e

12771 Northland Drive, Cedar Springs
1 Mile North of M-57 (14 Mile Road)

Hours: Mon. - Thurs. 9 am - 8 pm
Fri. 9 am - 6 pm • Sat. 10 am - 3 pm

Visit us on the web • www.cedarcarco.comOwned &
Operated by

2006 PONTIAC G6 COUPE
V6, Leather, Alloys, Clean! 101K, GT

$6,900

2011 CHEVY CRUZE LT
PW, Cruise, 120K, Very Clean, 1 Owner.

$8,900

2011 CHEVROLET TRAVERSE FWD
3rd Row, 94K, 1 owner! No Accidents! Loaded!

$13,995

2007 DODGE CALIBER SXT
FWD, Alloys, PW, PL, 105K.

$5,995

2009 CHEVY TRAVERSE AWD
3rd Seat, Full Power, LS, Sharp!

$8,800

2007 CHEVY IMPALA LT V6
154K, 2 Owners, No Accidents! PW, PLs

$5,395

2003 FORD F-350 CREW CAB
4X4, Dualy, 170K, Lariat, Diesel, Runs Nice!

$13,995

2000 CHEVY SILVERADO 4X4
Ext Cab, Topper, 4.8, Runs Good!

$4,800

2006 CHEVY IMPALA LT
3.9L V6, PW, PL, Alloys, Sharp!

$4,400

2011 BUICK REGAL CXL
99K, 4 Cyl, Full Power!! Leather! Sharp!

$11,900
2003 GMC ENVOY SLT 4X4
Leather, Boards, Chrome Wheels, Sharp!

$5,995

2003 OLDS ALERO GLS
AC, Spoiler, Value Priced!

$2,900

1998 CHEVY S-10 2WD LS
V6, Auto., Runs Great.

$3,200

2007 GMC SIERRA CREW CAB
2WD, Loaded, 20” Wheels, Nerf Bars, SLE.

$11,995

2007 HONDA CIVIC EX
Auto., 4 Cyl., 4 Dr., One Owner. 30+ MPG!

$7,900

2008 CHRYSLER 300
97K, Hemi V8, Leather, Alloys, Loaded!

$10,900

The Post travels to Colorado Rockford Museum board 
tours CS museum
By Fred Gunnell, President, cedar springs historical society

Dylan Kolasa and Caleb Bowen spent 
their spring break traveling to Colorado with 
family. While there, they made the road trip 
up to Pikes Peak, elevation 14,110 ft.

Thank you to Dylan and Caleb for taking 
us with you!

Are you going on vacation? Take the Post 
with you and snap some photos. Then send 
them to us with some info to news@cedar-
springspost.com or mail them to Post trav-
els, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. 
We will be looking for yours!

Tornado siren testing the first Friday of each month
From the Kent county sheriff Department

Tornadoes can develop in just 10-15  minutes. Be sure you have a 
severe weather plan in case one develops. This photo shows an F5 
Tornado approaching Elie, Manitoba on June 22, 2007.

Last year, storms and se-
vere weather injured seven 
people and left $130 million 
in damage across the State of 
Michigan. Kent County has 
a system of sirens meant to 
alert residents of high winds 
or tornadoes. Starting Friday, 
April 1 and continuing on the 
first Friday of every month at 
12:00 noon, through October, 
you should hear tornado alarm 
testing in your Kent County 

home or business. If you don’t 
hear the sirens at noon, please 
contact your local township or 
city office. 

Be vigilant whenever se-
vere weather is in the forecast. 
While no location is complete-
ly safe from a tornado or severe 
thunderstorm, it is important 
to seek all possible protection. 
April 10-16 is Michigan Se-
vere Weather Awareness Week. 

MUseUM - continues on page 11

Weather - continues on page 11



By Mary Kuhlman, 
Michigan News connection

Chemicals in the linings 
of most food cans may be 
dangerous to consumers, 
according to a new report 
released jointly by six non-
profit groups.

They tested nearly 200 
cans from 19 states distrib-
uted to some major retail-
ers by producers, including 
Campbell’s, Del Monte and 
General Mills.

Mike Schade, Mind the 
Store campaign director for 
the group Safer Chemicals, 
Healthy Families, said two-

thirds of the cans were lined 
with an epoxy containing 
Bisphenol A (BPA), an en-

docrine-disrupting chemi-
cal.

“This is a chemical that is 

in the food packaging,” said 
Schade, “and studies have 
shown that it can migrate 
out of the cans and get into 
the food that we eat, even-
tually make its way into our 
bodies and may be harmful 
to our health.”

The report recommends 
that consumers buy fresh 
fruits and vegetables, look 
for alternative packaging, 
such as glass jars, or buy 
only from manufacturers 
that disclose the safety of 
their can linings.

As Schade pointed out, 
the health consequences of 
exposure to BPA can be se-

Report uncovers dangerous chemicals in canned foods

By tech. sgt. Dan heaton, Michigan National Guard

As a Coast Guard rapid response team stormed 
a ship taken by “terrorists” in Lake Huron, Ma-
rine Corps Reservists were conducting infantry 
maneuvers with a group of soldiers from the 
Denmark Home Guard. At the local hospital, an 
incident command center had been stood up as 
civilian doctors and nurses communicated with 
sheriff deputies about the possibility that some 
kind of radiological dirty bomb had been det-
onated in town—discovered by a specialized 
team from the Indiana National Guard.

In short, it was just another day at Camp 
Grayling.

“The complexity of this exercise shows the 
capacity that we enjoy here at Camp Grayling,” 
Major Gen. Gregory Vadnais, the adjutant gen-
eral of Michigan, explained as he stood outside 
a decontamination tent at Munson Healthcare 
Grayling Hospital in the northern Michigan city 
of Grayling.  

This exercise is Arctic Eagle 16, a National 
Guard-led exercise focusing on emergency re-
sponse to a terrorist incident on American soil. 
Arctic Eagle brought some 1,100 troops to the 
Camp Grayling Joint Maneuver Training Center 
for about two weeks in early April amid a late 
season snowstorm that dropped temperatures 
below zero and dumped six or more inches of 
snow on the region, and complemented the exercise’s Arc-
tic name. But this exercise was just one of a series of events 
that brought nearly a quarter million troops to the camp in 
Fiscal Year 2015.

“We can provide four seasons of a wide range of training 
scenarios,” explained Lt. Col. Theresa Brown, the deputy 
garrison commander at Camp Grayling. “In recent years, 
we have increasingly moved into functioning as a truly 
joint training environment, where we see multiple different 
uniforms, often times able to work directly and collabora-
tively with state and local law enforcement or other first 
responder agencies.”

Which explains why, on the day Vadnais and several 
other general officers visited the troops in the field during 
Arctic Eagle, a senior Coast Guard officer was with the 
group—on an Army National Guard camp some 75 miles 
from the nearest coastline.

“Our mission brings us in to regular contact both with 

Camp Grayling Flexes Capacity Muscle with 
Arctic Eagle 16
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Michiganders reminded that they can prevent child abuse 
April is Child Abuse Prevention Month 

the various military branches and with local and state law 
enforcement,” said Coast Guard Capt. Eric Johnson, chief 
of incident management for the 9th Coast Guard District, 
which oversees the Great Lakes region. “So an exercise 
like this—while our personnel may not be operating on 
Camp Grayling itself, but we are working closely with 
other teams, sharing communications and coordinating ef-
forts—allows us to practice our mission of homeland se-
curity.”

In the Arctic Eagle scenario, Coast Guard and Nation-
al Guard troops from Michigan and Massachusetts used 
a museum ship in Mackinaw City, Mich.—the former US 
Coast Guard Cutter Mackinaw—to stage a series of attacks 
and counter-attacks on the ship. The troops worked closely 
with the owner of a privately owned industrial shipyard in 
nearby Cheboygan to stage the raid. The fact that Cheboy-
gan County Sheriff Dale Claremont is also a sergeant ma-

Preventing child abuse is 
a community responsibility 
that needs 

involvement from all 
Michiganders, the Michi-
gan Department of Health 
and Human Services says. 

During April, which is 
Child Abuse Prevention 
Month, MDHHS is re-
minding people that they 
can help protect children 
from abuse and neglect. 
“Michigan’s children can 

be protected through the 
power of one person, one 
community, one dollar or 
one action,” said Michael 
Foley, executive director of 
the Children’s Trust Fund, a 
nonprofit within MDHHS 
to prevent child abuse and 
neglect. 

Gov. Rick Snyder has 
proclaimed this month as 
Child Abuse Prevention 
Month in 

Michigan, making it the 

32nd year that April has had 
that official designation. 

Michigan had 23,813 
confirmed cases of child 
abuse or neglect in fiscal 
year 2015. 

Residents can prevent 
abuse by working as a com-
munity to create healthy 
environments for raising 
children, Foley said. They 
can also promote preven-
tive factors to strengthen 
families—including family 

resiliency, social support 
systems, nurturing and at-
tachment and knowledge of 
parenting and child devel-
opment. Or they can donate 
money to prevention efforts 
and report suspected abuse 
or neglect using an anon-
ymous state hotline that is 
answered 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. 

The toll-free number in 
Michigan is 1-855-444-
3911. The hotline is avail-

able to everyone in Michi-
gan, including the general 
public and mandatory re-
porters such as teachers and 
health professionals who 
are required to report sus-
pected child abuse or ne-
glect. 

“Tips from the public are 
crucial in identifying situa-
tions in which children are 
being harmed or are at risk,” 
said Steve Yager, executive 
director of the MDHHS 

Children’s Services Agen-
cy. “Once we are alerted, 
we can take action to pro-
vide services to families to 
keep them together safely 
or, when necessary, petition 
courts to remove children 
from unsafe homes.” 

For more information on 
the Children’s Trust Fund, 
including how to donate on-
line or on your Michigan tax 
form, visit www.michigan.
gov/PreventChildAbuse. 

rious.
“Studies have linked ex-

posure to BPA to breast and 
prostate cancer, infertility, 
diabetes, obesity and other 
serious health problems on 
the rise,” he said.

Just two days before the 
report was released, Camp-
bell’s announced it will be 
packaging all its products 
for sale in the United States 
and Canada in BPA-free 
cans by mid-2017.

But Schade said simply 
getting rid of BPA in the 
can linings is no guarantee 
of safety, as some compa-
nies are substituting other 

ingredients that may also be 
harmful.

“We found other toxic 
materials like PVC plastic 
and styrene-based resins 
in the can linings of many 
popular brands,” he noted.

The report calls on re-
tailers and manufactures 
to commit to eliminating 
harmful lining materials, 
and disclose the safety data 
about the chemicals used in 
packaging.

See the full report with 
this story on our website 
at www.cedarspringspost.
com.

caMP - continues on page 11
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ChurchDirectory

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM
Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM

Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

























Pastor Steve Lindeman

Sunday ScheduLe:
TWO WOrShiP SerViceS  at 8:00 a.m.
 and 10:15 a.m.

SuPerViSed nurSery care PrOVided
9:00 a.m.  christian education FOr aLL aGeS 
11:00 a.m.  coffee Fellowship downstairs

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

F i r s 
b a p t i s t  c h u r c h

of cedar springs

233 S. Main Street 616-696-1630

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm

Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

Pastor: Robert Eckert

sunday Worship: 10 aM
enhance fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
coumc.weebly.com

10 am Sunday worship  (616)784-1111
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont
(corner of Pine Island, 1/4 mile west of Exit 95 of US 131)

www.holyspiritbelmont.org
New Ideas, Traditional Worship

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church
10 am Sunday worship

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

From the Pulpit

Do you know that Saturday is the Sabbath?
To learn more about 
the Sabbath and the 
truth of the bible visit

The Church of God
Fellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209 www.cogfgomi.org

HEADSTONE & GRAVESITE CLEANING
616.255.7453

dks tebb ins10@gmai l . com
SAND LAKE, MICHIGAN 49343

Pastor Craig T. Owens
http://craigtowens.com

Worship Every Sunday at 10:30am
Red Hawk Elementary - Cedar Springs

www.cscalvary.org
(616) 222-5020

Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes  
HillcRest community 

cHuRcH
5994 18 mile Rd. cedar springs, mi 49319

sHould we obey bad 
RuleRs?

Greetings Cedar Springs Community! I was asked a ques-
tion recently that I will ask you now.  

As Christians, should we obey bad rulers?  
You can hardly get through a single day without hearing 

discussion about the upcoming presidential election. I have 

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays at 3:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh
Pastor Craig S. Carter

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta, MI 49345
616.550.6398

Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
Nursery & Children Ministry Provided

www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org 

St. John Paul II Parish
A Warm and Welcoming Catholic Community
3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

ONE uNitEd 
Service: 10 a.m Solon Center

Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
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Sundays @ 
9:45 AM 

& 11:15 AM

135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Oak & Grant) | 616.696.2970
w w w. t h e s p ri n g s c h u rc h . i n f o

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

     Pioneer Christian Reformed Church 
  Services at Cedarfield Community Center 
      3592 17 Mile RD NE (Next to Meijer) 
 Phone: 696-9120  Web: www.pioneercrc.org 
           Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM 
                     Pastor: Jim Alblas   
 

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pastor: Jim Alblas

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

to say, in all my years (which are many), I have never wit-
nessed such a bazaar journey to the Whitehouse, regard-
less of who gets in there! There are not many topics more 
polarizing than politics or religion. So why in the world 
would anyone open that can of worms? It’s really pretty 
simple.  God has something to say about that. 

As Christians, that’s where we get our instruction—from 
God’s Word—which is the Bible. “What has been will 
be again, what has been done will be done again; there 
is nothing new under the sun,” Ecclesiastics 1:9 (NIV). 
There have been many bad rulers and God’s basic instruc-
tions before leaving earth gives us wisdom to live by.

The apostle Paul in speaking to Titus said, “Remind the 
people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedi-
ent, to be ready to do whatever is good, to slander no one, 
to be peaceable and considerate and to show true humility 
toward all men” Titus 3:1-2 (NIV).

Paul teaches that government’s authority is established 
by God to keep order on earth.  If government lines up with 
God’s law, then Christians are right to obey it. However, 
if a human law runs counter to God’s principles, then it is 
not wrong to disobey. Peter and the other apostles replied:  
“We must obey God rather than human beings!”(Acts 
5:29 NIV). Bottom line is, we must obey the law of the 
land unless it conflicts with God’s law. Everyone answers 
to someone, but ultimately, everyone will answer to God. 

Even while resisting in those areas where government 
oversteps its bounds, Christians must still recognize the 
authority of government in its other functions. 

The good news is that regardless of who is in the White-
house, God is on the throne and always will be! As Chris-
tians, we belong to the Kingdom of God, and the Kingdom 
of God is NEVER in trouble! Hallelujah!

May God richly bless you and yours as you seek to hon-
or Him with your choices.  

The family of Bob Hyrns would like to thank everyone who 
donated to Hospice, sent cards and attended his memorial.

Alva & Donna Hyrns and family

The Family of John Dekraker would like to thank everyone 
who helped to make his benefit a success last fall. John had 
a successful transplant January 25, 2016.

We look forward to helping others.
John, Gail Dekraker and family
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in loving memory of
betty Jo stults

November 4, 1938 – April 13, 2012

There are no words to tell you 
What losing you has meant.
But now each day brings memories
of happy years we spent.
You’d want us all to smile again
And that’s just what we do.
Every time we reminisce
With loving thoughts of you.
You’re with us when 
Each new day dawns.
And when we say goodnight.
Our guardian angel here on earth
And Heaven’s shining light.

Sadly miss by all.
Cheryl & Greg Fisk

Greg Jr. & Pam and girls
Roger & Tasha and boys
Alicia & David and kids

Kristina and girls



Over more than three de-
cades in Congress, I had the 
chance to question a lot of fed-
eral officials. Most of the time 
I wasn’t after anything dramat-
ic; I just wanted to understand 
who was responsible for cer-
tain decisions. How often did I 
get a straight answer? Almost 
never.

It was easily one of the most 
frustrating aspects of trying to 
ensure robust oversight of the 
government. Our representa-
tives’ job, after all, is to help 
make government work better. 
And you can’t do that if you 
don’t know whom to hold ac-
countable for important deci-
sions.

Accountability is essential 
to good governance. I’m not 
just talking about transparen-
cy—that is, citizens’ ability to 
know what’s being done in our 
name. That’s important, but 
equally important is holding 
accountable those who made 
the decision to do it: ensuring 
that they are accountable to 

policy-makers, 
adhere to their 
obligations, 
follow the law, 
and that their 
actions are ap-
propriate and 
responsive to the needs of the 
country.

This is elusive. Account-
ability requires that officials 
step up and take responsibility 
for their decisions, and not try 
to shift that responsibility to 
others or to some ill-defined 
group. It requires unambigu-
ous performance standards, 
clear codes of ethics, timely 
reporting, and acceptance of 
responsibility, especially with 
regard to budget or spending 
decisions.

So how do we get there?
Without clarity on who’s in 

charge of what and who’s re-
sponsible for which decisions, 
it becomes too easy for offi-
cials to remain unanswerable 
for their actions. Yet clear lines 
of authority mean nothing 

unless the deciding officials 
are identified and measured 
against what actually takes 
place. Officials need to give a 
full account of what they do 
and the decisions they make.

As a nation, we face a grow-
ing issue on this front when it 
comes to federal contractors—
that is, the private workforce 
doing jobs for federal agen-
cies. There are very few mech-
anisms for holding contractors 
responsible for their errors, 
abuses and missteps.

Accountability also requires 
a robust media to tell us what’s 
going on in the entire system: 
within the bureaucracy, in the 
behavior of contractors, and 
among legislators who ought 
to be overseeing both but often 
don’t.

Accountability is key to 

good gov-
ernment. All 
I wanted to 
know in those 
congressional 
hearings was 
who made 

the decision about the public’s 
business. Is that too much to 
ask?

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Ad-
visor for the Indiana Universi-
ty Center on Representative 
Government; a Distinguished 
Scholar, IU School of Glob-
al and International Studies; 
and a Professor of Practice, 
IU School of Public and En-
vironmental Affairs. He was a 
member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 34 years. 
For information about our 
educational resources and 
programs, visit our website at 
www.centeroncongress.org. 
“Like” us on Facebook at 
“Indiana University Center on 
Representative Government,” 
and share our postings with 
your friends.

Beyond transparency, we 
need accountability 
By Lee h. hamilton
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Voices / Views

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 
words. The subject should be relevant to local readers, and 
the editor reserves the right to reject letters or edit for clar-
ity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns. All 
submissions MUST be accompanied by full name, mailing 
address and daytime phone number. We use this informa-
tion to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do not print anony-
mous letters, or acknowledge letters we do not use. Writers 
are limited to one letter per month. Email to news@cedar-
springspost.com, or send to PostScripts, Cedar Springs 
Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

NOTICE
Post Scripts

Days of fear and intimidation are over
Dear CSPS Board of Education and Community,
Be Nice. 
We embrace this anti-bullying initiative in our district. 

It’s on t-shirts, posters, and banners throughout our schools.  
The Mental Health Foundation website states that this cam-
paign was designed to spread awareness surrounding the 
issue of bullying. The ‘Be Nice’ campaign strives to edu-
cate students and community members about how simply 
being nice is an effective way to promote a safe and civil 
environment within the school and community.

I’ve worn my Be Nice shirt to board meetings and the 
superintendent interviews.  While we’ve expected our stu-
dents to adopt this philosophy, some of our staff and ad-
ministrators have not. Since we’ve had a change of super-
intendent, I have not felt the need to wear this shirt to board 
meetings.

Dr. Van Duyn IS nice. She is an example of what we 
should see in a person living out this philosophy. I feel safe, 
respected and valued. I do not fear unfair and unwarrant-
ed attacks any more. Any questions I have are quickly and 
completely answered.  The days of fear, intimidation, dis-
respect, lies and corruption are over. That’s how it USED to 
be, especially at Cedar Trails.  

I’ve been reading letters in the Post about a lack of lead-
ership by the current administration, and I am confused.  
You could have said those things two years ago, but not 
any more.  

The changes we’ve been experiencing are all for good. I 
feel listened to and supported.  We have counseling back. 
Our professional development is relevant and helping us to 
better understand and meet the needs of the children that 
we serve in this community.

Now I am confident that this district is headed in the right 
direction. Our current leadership is skilled, competent and 
highly qualified.

Great things are happening here.  Please keep up the good 
work!

Sincerely,
Karen Gebhardt

First Grade Teacher

“Dodging responsibility has 
been raised to an art form.”

—Lee Hamilton

call a sales Rep Today! 616.696.3655

Advertise in 
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Arts/entertAinment

Tough

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeekHHometownometown

Happenings
Hometown	Happenings	 articles	 are	 a	 community	 service	 for	 non-profit	 agencies	 only.	Due	 to	 popular	 demand	 for	 placement	 in	 this	
section, we can not run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. this is not guaranteed space. articles will run as space 
allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can email your hometown happenings to happenings@
cedarspringspost.com please include name and phone number for any questions we may have.

Kent theatre
8 N. Main St., Cedar Springswww.kenttheatre.com

Live on 
Stage

616-696-SHOW(7469)

thurS. & fri., apriL 14-15 @ 7:30pm

$700 studentsTickeTS: $1200 adults

Comedy presented by the 
Rogue River Community Theatre

cO
m
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g
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O
n:

Saturday, apriL 16 @ 2pm & 7:30pm

apriL 
22-24

The popular British television comedy is now a stage show 
that revels in nonstop double entendres.

King Klong apriL 
29-30

A comedy 
parody by

Actors del Arte 
Ensemble

 April 14 • 15 • 16 Gun Show
Guns • Knives • Sporting Goods

Sunday, April 24, 2016 
9am-3pm

HowArd City VFw
P.O. Box 308 / 1001 S. Ensley, Howard City

Admission - $5.00 Children 12 and under FREE
Vendors - $15.00 per table

Raffle Prize
Ruger 10/22 Carbine
Camouflage Barrel & Stock
tickets $1.00, 6 for $5.00 

Need not be present to win

Contact Bill Johnson for tables at 231-937-4122

• Buy • Sell • Trade

Kitchen will be open!

“Are You Being Served?” at the Kent
Apr. 14-16: Rogue River Community Theatre will present the 
play “Are You Being Served?” by the Samuel French Publishing 
Company at the Kent Theatre on April 14th, 15th and 16th at 7:30 
pm with a Saturday, April 16th, matinee at 2 pm. The motley 
crew of Grace Brothers department store prepares for a sale 
of German goods, followed by a staff holiday in Spain. The 
somehow manage to survive their stay in the tropics at a one star 
establishment and, despite their encounters with everything from 
a Spanish crumpet to randy revolutionaries, they get out with 
everything intact but their modesty. Tickets are $12 for adults 
and $7 for students. Go to www.facebook.com/rrctc for more 
information. #15p

Antique & Vintage Appraisal and Sale
Apr. 16: On Saturday, April 16th from 9 am to 4 pm the Sand 
Lake UMC Women’s Group will hold an Antique & Vintage 
Appraisal and Sale in the UMC Hall. Appraisals are a $10 
donation per item. Bake Sale and Light Lunch available. Call 
616-636-5930 for more information. #15

Lions Club Pancake Breakfast
Apr. 16: The Cedar Springs Lions Club’s Pancake Breakfast 
will be held this Saturday on April 16th  from 7 – 11 am at the 
Cedar Springs United Methodist Church, on the corner of Main 
and Church. Adults $8 and Family $25. Pancakes, eggs, bacon, 
sausage, hash browns, juice, coffee. All you can eat. Proceeds to 
assist sight conservation. #15

Annual Spring Fling Craft & Vendor Expo
Apr. 16: The 3rd Annual Spring Fling Craft & Vendor Expo, 
sponsored by the Blue Star Mothers Chapter 188, IKM will 
be held on Saturday, April 16th from 10 am until 2:30 pm at 
the Ray I. Booth American Legion, 320 W. Washington St., 
Greenville. Crafters and vendors galore! Huge silent auction! 
Bring cash and checkbooks... bid often, bid big! #15p

Dinner at the Legion
Apr. 18: American Legion, 80 S. Main St. Cedar Springs, is 
hosting a Meatloaf dinner on Monday, April 18th, from 5 – 7 
pm. Included will be baked beans, mashed potatoes, veggies, 
roll, drink and dessert. The cost is $9 for adults, children (15 
and younger) $4.00. Come and enjoy home cooking. Take out 
is available. 616-696-9160.  #15

Michigan Blood Drive
Apr. 19: The Michigan Blood Drive at the Cedar Springs 
Methodist Church will be held on Tuesday, April 19th from 
12:30 pm to 7 pm. Currently, Michigan Blood is in urgent 
need of O negative blood donations. We are making a personal 
request to O negative donors in our community to step up and 

help supply this vital donation to Michiganders in need. The 
need is constant for all blood types. The Blood Center thanks 
all the people that donate at the Cedar Springs blood drive. 
#15

Annual Fish Fry at East Nelson UMC
Apr. 20: the Annual Fish Fry at East Nelson United Methodist 
Church, 9024 – 18 Mile Rd. NE, will be held on Wednesday, 
April 20th from 5 to 7 pm. Besides fish, we will be serving 
Tater Tots, baked beans, coleslaw, rolls and homemade 
desserts. Everyone is welcome. Donation only. #15

Community Luncheon
Apr. 21: A Community Luncheon will be held on Thursday, 
April 21st at 11:30 am at the Solon Twp Hall on Algoma 
Avenue. You will learn about the local professional football 
team, the West Michigan Hawks, that plays at Skinner Field 
and opens the season later this month. Lunch will be catered 
by the Cedar Springs Brewing Company. The meal is $7 per 
person and reservations are required by calling the Cedar 
Springs Area Parks and Recreation Dept. at 696-7320 by 
Tuesday, April  19th at 2pm. #15

Spring Craft and Vendor Show
Apr. 23: The Hillcrest Community Church of God, 5994 – 
18 Mile Rd., is hosting a Spring Craft and Vendor Show on 
Saturday, April 23rd from 9 am to 2 pm. Come and support 
your local crafters and vendors. Check out our yummy bake 
sale items! #15,16p

Learn to Play the Ukulele
Apr. 26: During this hour and a half workshop you will 
learn the basics of playing the Ukulele. This fun and relaxed 
program will teach you the basic chords, rhythm and 
strumming you’ll need to play a few songs by the end of 
the workshop. Our instructor, Dean Wiers-Windemuller of 
Southtown Guitar will lead the hands-on workshop. Players 
of all levels are welcome and no prior experience is necessary. 
Pre-registration is required. For teens grades 6-12. Tuesday, 
April 26th at 6 pm. Spencer Township KDL Branch, 14960 
Meddler Ave., Gowen. 616-984-5680. #15

Jiggly Wiggly Frog Hunting
May 2: Monday, May 2nd from 6 to 8 pm. This event is for 
children of all ages. Our staff will lead you on an excursion 
through the pond and swamps in an attempt to gather frogs 
for observation. While learning about Michigan frogs, we 
will provide refreshments and a light snack. $5/person 
or $15 for family. Members free. Register online, www.
HowardChristensen.org, or by calling 616-675-3158. 16160 
Red Pine Drive, Kent City. #15

Community Night
By tom Noreen

Community Night is April 21 from 6-8:30 PM at the Ce-
dar Springs High School. We’ve made changes to reduce 
congestion in the hall by putting more exhibits in the gym. 
Local businesses, non-profits and church groups will have 
booths with their offerings. 

Some of the special events for this year are:
• Creative Technologies Academy art displays 
• Cedar Springs Community Players thespian entertain-

ment
• Chamber of Commerce Renaissance Faire reenactors
• Martial Arts demonstrations
• PiYo demonstrations
• Dance demonstrations
Plus more in the works.
Food will be available from the booster booth near the 

gym.
Hope to see you there!

Spring into the 
past 

On Saturday, April 30, and Sunday, May 1, Spring into 
the Past and discover the small local museums of the 
Tri-River Historical Museum Network, including the Ce-
dar Springs Historical Museum, the Rockford Area Mu-
seum, Oakfield Township Museum, and Plainfield Town-
ship’s Hyser Rivers Museum in Belmont. These and 20 
other member museums from Hastings to Edmore, Cedar 
Springs to Portland, will be open from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
those two days. You can download a guide at http://www.
addorio.com/TriRiver/springintopast2016.pdf or pick one 
up at any member museum. Ask about the new Tri-River 
Quilt trail, too.

Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, & Friday 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Wednesday 10:00 am - 7:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am -1:00 pm

http://cedarspringslibrary.org

43 West Cherry St
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-1910
email: ced@llcoop.org

Genealogy
A little girl asked her mother, “How did the human 

race appear?” 
The mother answered, “God made Adam and Eve and 

they had children, and from them came the whole human 
race.”

Two days later the girl asked her father the same ques-
tion. The father answered,  “Many years ago there were 
monkeys, from which the human race evolved.”

The confused girl returned to her mother and said, 
“Mom, why is it that you told me the human race was 
created by God, and Dad said they developed from mon-
keys?” 

The mother smiled and answered, “Well, dear, it is 
very simple. I told you about my side of the family and 
your father told you about his.”
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Arts/entertAinment

Come join us for a night of luck at our CASINO themed Trunk Show 
featuring unique designer frames from MOREL and MENIZZI.

Try your luck at a casino game to win one of our many prizes 
including huge discounts on all eyewear, a free pair of glasses, 

a free pair of sunglasses and even a 40” Smart TV*.

Enjoy drinks and appetizers prepared by chef Nick Robinson.

from 2 - 8 pm

2745 10 Mile Rd NE • Rockford 616-951-7115

*Must be present to win. Drawing will take place at 7pm. If you have an exam, purchase glasses or 
a year supply of contacts before April 21st, you get 5 free entries into the Smart TV drawing.

trade-in your old 
sofa and chair, hide-
a-bed or sectional 
toward the purchase 
of any new two-piece 

or three-piece living room suite, hide-a-bed or 
sectional in stock!

NorthtowNLarry’s
Furniture & Appliance

NatioNal Name braNds
Ashley • Best Craft • Catnapper • Lane

Delivery Available 
Gift Certificates Available
Layaway Available
Mon.-Thurs. & Sat.
9am-6pm
Friday: 9am-7pmNorthtown Greenville • 616-754-6101

trade-in your old sofa 
or love seat toward 
the purchase of any 
new sofa or love seat 
in stock!

trade-in your old recliner 
toward the purchase of 
any new recliner, rocker 
recliner or wall hugger in 
stock!

ReCeive At LeAst 

$150

ReCeive At LeAst 

$100
ReCeive At LeAst 

$75

Back By Popular Demand!

Trade-In
Sale!

Larry’s

MCC presents ‘Carmina Burana’ concert collaboration

Members of Montcalm Community College’s Alumni & Friends Choir and 
Philharmonic Orchestra, the Greenville High School Orchestra and Flat 
River Dance Company rehearse for the April 17 performance of “Carmina 
Burana” at the Greenville High School Performing Arts Center.

WHAT:  “Carmina Burana” by Carl Orff, performed 
by MCC’s Alumni & Friends Choir, MCC’s 
Philharmonic Orchestra, Greenville High 
School Orchestra and Flat River Dance 
Company

WHEN:  April 17 at 5 p.m.
WHERE:  Greenville High School Performing Arts 

Center
HOW:  Tickets are general admission and are $3 

each. Purchase tickets at the UPS Store at 703 
S. Greenville West Drive in Greenville or in 
the Montcalm Community College Donald 
C. Burns Administration/Library Building at 
2800 College Drive in Sidney. Payment must 
be cash or check made payable to MCC.

By samantha Mack
 
SIDNEY—Montcalm 

Community College’s Alum-
ni and Friends Choir and 
Philharmonic Orchestra, 
along with members of the 
Greenville High School Or-
chestra and Flat River Dance 
Company, have joined for a 
production of epic propor-
tions April 17 at 5 p.m. at the 
Greenville High School Per-
forming Arts Center.

Performed by more than 
150 area artists, “Carmina 
Burana” will feature pow-
erful rhythms, unforgettable 
vocal parts and flowing danc-
ers.

“Carmina Burana” is a sce-
nic cantata composed by Carl 
Orff in 1935 and 1936, based 
on 24 poems from the me-
dieval collection “Carmina 
Burana.” The original man-
uscripts, written in the 11th, 
12th and 13th centuries, re-
flect the life and worldviews 
of poets at that time.

MCC Performing Arts Co-
ordinator Val Vander Mark, 
who is coordinating the pro-
duction, said she is excited to 
bring this cultural opportuni-
ty to a local audience, and to 
pay tribute to Orff, who was 
an influential music educator.

“Part of Orff’s educational 
philosophy was that children 
learn best by encountering 
rhythm first. That philoso-
phy is evident in this piece,” 
Vander Mark said. “This 
work is not very difficult 
pitch-wise for singers, but it 
has some passages that are 
very difficult for the orches-
tra.

“With its fast tempos 
and constantly-changing me-
ters, it is quite challenging 
rhythmically for everyone,” 
she said. “It is also written 
in Latin and German. That 
is difficult enough, but we are 
using the pronunciations of 
the languages that would 
have been used in the time 
when the poetry was written, 
so even those singers who are 
familiar with the languages 
have a challenge mastering 
the differences between the 
modern and ancient versions.

“The Philharmonic Orches-
tra is tackling the challenge 
extremely well, and the string 
section of the Greenville High 
School orchestra is joining 
them for extra rehearsals,” she 
added. “The difficulty will 
stretch everyone’s abilities in 
reading and playing music, 
but beyond that, the rewards 
of performing and getting to 
know this great work so inti-
mately cannot be described. 
We have a huge amount of 
talent in Montcalm County. I 
have been just overwhelmed 
by the quality of musician-
ship that is represented in this 
group.”

“A special aspect of the 
‘Carmina Burana’ production 
is our partnership with the 
community in this endeavor,” 
said MCC Dean of Instruc-
tion & Student Development 
Gary Hauck. “This is a stellar 
example of our college and 
community relationship.”

Vander Mark said this epic 
composition takes a lot of 
work from many performers 
and requires two pianos. In 
addition to Greenville High 
School’s grand piano, an 
1890 Steinway grand piano 
will be featured during the 
performance. The classic in-
strument is on loan from Alex 
Kapteyn, owner of Central 
Michigan Pianos, in Carson 
City. Kapteyn acquired the 
piano from the estate of long-
time Greenville resident Dor-
othy Oliver, a musician and 
founder of the Danish Festi-

val. Kapteyn spent about 10 
months restoring it, and it is 
now in his home.

“I am very pleased to have 
this piano utilized for the 
concert, for in a small way 
it allows me to pay tribute to 
Dorothy Oliver and her years 
of service to the Greenville 
school system,” Kapteyn said.

Vander Mark said the per-
formance will be a rare event.

“We are hoping that the 
large audience will give many 
people who knew Dorothy 
a chance to see and hear this 
equally-rare instrument,” 
Vander Mark said. “Having 
known Dorothy personally, I 
know what an extraordinary 
person and musician she was, 
and how much this will mean 
to so many people in our com-
munity,” she added. “It just 
makes the whole experience 
that much more meaningful 
for both the musicians and the 
audience. The idea that this is 
probably a once-in-a-lifetime 
event that we are privileged to 
be part of is exciting.”

Tickets for “Carmina Bura-
na” are general admission and 
cost $3 each. Payment must 
be cash or check made pay-
able to Montcalm Communi-
ty College.

This activity is support-
ed by the Michigan Council 
for Arts and Cultural Affairs 
(MCACA) and the Montcalm 
Community College Founda-
tion Ash Community College 
Enhancement Fund.
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(616) 887-1791 Corner of M-37 
and Sparta Avenuewww.spartachevy.com

*No Hidden Fees or Charges; just add tax, title, plate and doc fee. Must take delivery by 4/18/2016. Vehicles may not be exactly as pictured and are subject to prior sale. Some 
residency or other restrictions may apply, see us for complete details. We have made every effort to assure accuracy and reserve the right to amend and/or correct any errors. 
Promotional rates and lease payments require qualified credit and may be limited to certain models. Prices/payments may include Loyalty/lease loyalty/ conquest incentives where 
applicable. Some incentives require financing and qualified credit. Should rules or rebates change, neither customer nor dealer will be obligated to consummate deal. Due to other 
special offers which may be available, YOUR PRICE MAY ACTUALLY BE LESS THAN ADVERTISED; please ask us for details.  Thank you for shopping Sparta Chevrolet.

Sparta Chevrolet

Sparta Chevrolet

No Games, No Gimmicks, 
Just a Great Deal

16T144

16C057

2016 SPARK LS    
  WAS $14,635

16C084

16C088
2016 CRUZE L Manual Transmission, Power Windows,
   Power Locks, 4G Wi-Fi Hotspot
    Bluetooth for Phone. 
    WAS $16,995      

SALE PRICE 
$14,985

16C054

15C087

2016 EQUINOX FWD 1LT  Driver Convenience Package,
   Power Driver Seat, Remote Start,
    Heated Seating,
     4G LTE Wi-Fi Hotspot.

2016 CRUZE LT     Technology   
 Package, Driver Convenience Package,  
  Remote Start, Rear Vision Camera,  
   Power Driver Seat, Color Touch Radio, 
    MyLink, 4G Wi-Fi Hot Spot. 
      WAS $22,470

 

16T084

2016 AWD EQUINOX 1LT 
 Driver Convenience Package,
  Power Driver Seat, Remote Start,
   Heated Seating,
    4G LTE Wi-Fi Hotspot.

16T200

16T229

2016 3500 CREW CAB LTZ   Duramax Diesel With 6 Speed Allison
   Transmission, Heated and Cooled Leather
    Bucket Seats, Duramax Plus Package,
     Snow Plow Prep, Bose Audio, Loaded. 
     WAS $63,816 

16T086

2016 TRAVERSE 
 2nd Row Captain Chairs,
  Style and Technology Package,
   Heated Seating,
    Trailering Package.

SALE PRICE  
$12,299

SALE PRICE $16,988 
Lease for Only $148/Month
  With $0 Down

Lease for Only $237/Month
  With $0 Down

2016 TRAX   
Lease for Only $195/Month

  With $0 Down
Lease for Only $256/Month

  With $0 Down
Lease for Only $279/Month

  With $0 Down
Lease for Only $323/Month

  With $0 Down

2016 1500 DOUBLE CAB 
OR AUT BRONZE  5.3 V8 Engine,   
 3.42 Gear Ratio, Integrated  Trailer Brake    
  Controller,  Auto Locking Rear Differential,  
   All Star Edition, Power Driver Seat, Dual   
    Zone Climate Control, Remote Start,  
    Rear Vision Camera.   

16T253

Lease for Only $275/Month
  With $0 Down

16T205 2016 1500 CREW CAB E85 Capable 5.3 V8 Engine, 3.42 Gear Ratio,    
   Integrated Trailer Brake Controller,  
    All Star Edition, Power Driver Seat,  
    Remote Start, Rear Vision Camera,  
      18” Aluminum Wheels. 
      WAS $46,935      

SALE PRICE 
$38,379

16T174

2016 3500 
REG CAB WT 6.0L Vortec V8 Engine, Snow Plow
   Prep Package, 220 AMP Alternator. 
    WAS $39,516  

SALE PRICE 
$33,877

SALE PRICE 
$55,919

2016 MALIBU LT   
 Convenience and Technology Package,
  Remote Start, Wireless Device  
   Charging, Apple Carplay Capability.

 Open: Mon. thru Thur. 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.  •  Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat. 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

CRUZE LT
16C057

EQUINOX
16T087

$22,470
24-mo./10K yr.

$0
$0
$0

$3,424
$0

.25
$13,931

$28,545
36-mo./10K yr.

$0
$0

$256
$9,235

$0
.25

$17,127

EQUINOX
16T200

MALIBU 
16C088

$30,645
36-mo./10K yr.

$0
$0

$279
$10,052

$0
.25

$18,387

$27,185
24-mo./10K yr.

$0
$0

$237
$4,369

$0
.25

$17,942

TRAX
16T084

$23,950
24-mo./10K yr.

$0
$0

$195
$4,680

$0
.25

$16,046

MSRP
Term
Down Payment
Security Deposit
Amount Due at Start
Total of Payments
T.O.P. With Lease Conquest
Excess Mileage
L.E.V.

TRAVERSE 
16T086

$36,970
36-mo./10K yr.

$0
$0

$323
$11,633
$9,025

.25
$22,551

SILVERADO
16T253

$44,440
39-mo./10K yr.

$0
$0

$274
$10,721

$0
.25

$27,108
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(616) 887-1791 Corner of M-37 
and Sparta Avenuewww.spartachevy.com

*No Hidden Fees or Charges; just add tax, title, plate and doc fee. Must take delivery by 4/18/2016. 
Vehicles may not be exactly as pictured and are subject to prior sale. Some residency or other 
restrictions may apply, see us for complete details. We have made every effort to assure accuracy and 
reserve the right to amend and/or correct any errors. Promotional rates and lease payments require 
qualified credit and may be limited to certain models. Prices/payments may include Loyalty/lease 
loyalty/ conquest incentives where applicable. Some incentives require financing and qualified credit. 
Should rules or rebates change, neither customer nor dealer will be obligated to consummate deal. Due 
to other special offers which may be available, YOUR PRICE MAY ACTUALLY BE LESS THAN ADVERTISED; 
please ask us for details.  Thank you for shopping Sparta Chevrolet.

Sparta Chevrolet

No Games, No Gimmicks, 
Just a Great Deal

15T330

16C057

15C122
16C069

2016 CRUZE LIMITED 1LT Power Sunroof, Premium Audio,
   Remote Start, Rear View Camera,
    Power Driver Seat. 
    WAS $23,850      

SALE PRICE 
$17,994

16C072

15T683

2016 CRUZE LIMITED    
 Technology Package, Driver 
  Convenience Package, Remote Start,
   Rear Vision Camera, Power Driver
    Seat, Color Touch Radio, MyLink,
     4G Wi-Fi Hot Spot.      
     WAS $22,470

14T659
15C017

155522

2015 CITY EXPRESS Appearance Package, 
   Deep Tint Glass,
    Rear Window Defroster. 
     WAS $23,495 

15C069

2015 IMPALA 2LT 
 3.6L V6 Engine, Remote Start, Rear   
  Parking Assist with Camera, Universal   
   Home Remote. 4573 Demo Miles.
   WAS $32,155

SALE PRICE  
$13,942

SALE PRICE $16,988 
Lease for Only $148/Month
  With $0 Down

2016 MALIBU 1LT     Power Convenience Package, Power
   Driver Seat, Remote Start, Universal
    Home Remote, Rear Vision Camera. 
     WAS $26,085  

16T253

DEALER DEMO BLOWOUT

2016 MALIBU 1LT Power Convenience Package, Power
   Driver Seat, Remote Start, Universal 
    Home Remote, Rear Vision Camera, 
     4178 Demo Miles. 
     WAS $26,255  

SALE PRICE 
$19,637

16C008

2015 CITY EXPRESS Cruise Control, Bluetooth for Phone,
   Deep Tinted Glass,
    Rear Window Defroster. 
    WAS $23,640      

SALE PRICE 
$17,534

SALE PRICE 
$17,332

 Open: Mon. thru Thur. 9 a.m. - 8 p.m.  •  Fri. 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. Sat. 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.

CRUZE LT
16C057

$22,470
24-mo./10K yr.

$0
$0
$0

$3,424
$0

.25
$13,931

MSRP
Term
Down Payment
Security Deposit
Amount Due at Start
Total of Payments
T.O.P. With Lease Conquest
Excess Mileage
L.E.V.

2015 SONIC Remote Start, Power Locks 
   and Windows, Cruise Control, 
    MyLink, USB Port. 
    WAS $18,270      

2016 CRUZE LIMITED Technology Package, Driver Convenience
   Package, Remote Start, Rear Vision 
    Camera, Power Driver Seat, Color Touch
     Radio, MyLink, 4G Wi-Fi Hot Spot. 
    WAS $22,470  

SALE PRICE 
$16,988

SALE PRICE 
$19,998

SALE PRICE  
$38,223

2015 2500 DOUBLE CAB
 4x4 LT        Convenience Package,
   Power Driver Seat, Fog Lamps, Remote
    Start, Rear Vision Camera, Z71 Off Road
     Package, Hill Descent Control, Trailering
      Equipment, Bose Audio. 
      WAS $48,775      

SALE PRICE  
$41,733

2015 2500 DOUBLE CAB
 LTZ 4x4          Heated and Cooled Leather  
    Bucket Seating, Navigation,  
     Bose Audio, Snow Plow Prep, 
      220 AMP Alternator. 
      WAS $53,255      

SALE PRICE  
$23,953

DEALER DEMO BLOWOUT 

2015 IMPALA 2LT         3.6L V6 Engine, Remote Start, Rear 
  Parking Assist with Camera, Universal   
   Home Remote, 4573 Demo Miles. 
      WAS $32,155      

SALE PRICE  
$23,953

16C021

Sparta Chevrolet



Dear Cedar Springs Public 
Schools Families:

Teaching and learning…
it’s why we exist at Ce-
dar Springs Public Schools 
(CSPS) and it’s why we work 
hard to be the best school 
district we can be.  Our fo-
cus is on students, clear and 
simple.  In order to focus on 
students, our administration, 
faculty and staff support each 
other in a collaborative man-
ner to continue our practice 
of professional learning and 
interaction.  We are engaged 
in an abundance of support 
for each other throughout our 
district…all in an effort to 
support our most cherished 
students.

As you know, great things 
are happening every day 
at CSPS!  We are engaged 
with our parents, community, 
students and staff to provide 
the Board of Education with 
feedback for a new strategic 
plan.  We are assessing our 
facilities and transportation 
operations to plan for the 
most effective and efficient 
practices.  We are implement-
ing a formal budget process 
that involves our administra-
tors (they report how much 
they are enjoying the process 
and we’re proud of them for 
taking it on!).  We are putting 
effective human resource pro-
cesses and systems in place.   
We are continually updating 
our newly adopted Board 
policies that are now on our 
website.  We are reforming 
and enhancing our business 
practices to plan for a bright 
future.  We are adding a dental 
clinic to our medical clinic (at 
no cost to our district!).  We 
are communicating with our 
parents and community more 
than ever before through our 
website, the Red Hawk Re-

view, The CS Post.  All this 
and much more is providing 
the “infrastructure” upon 
which we will continue to 
build this fantastic district.

All things we do, such as 
the aforementioned “infra-
structure,” are to support 
teaching and learning.  Let 
me highlight some of the 
fantastic things we are excit-
ed about  as we support our 
most amazing teachers who 
in turn support our incredible 
students.

We are excited to highlight 
our teachers and administra-
tors in the work they do each 
day for students during our 
on-site AdvancED accredi-
tation review by an external 
team of evaluators in May!  
We are proud of the hard 
work, high expectations and 
outcomes we see in our class-
rooms and we want to share 
that in this rigorous process 
we choose to engage in every 
5 years.  

We are excited to witness 
the effective practices of Re-
sponsive Classroom® at our 
schools as the entire teaching 
and support staffs of Beach 
and Cedar Trails engaged in 
professional learning together 
and are establishing effective 
school wide practices.  We are 
proud of our staffs for their 
commitment to professional 
learning and collaboration 
around Responsive Class-
room®.

We are excited to see the 
hard work our K-5 teachers 
and administrators will do 
to select math curriculum to 
support our teachers and stu-
dents for years to come.  We 
look forward to the thorough 
process of curriculum review 
we have put in place to en-
gage with publishers and to 
provide for high-level aca-
demic discourse between our 
teachers and administrators as 
they collaborate to select the 
curriculum (just as our 6-12 
math teachers did last year).

We are excited to see our 
new Advanced Placement 
(AP) classes, like AP Eco-
nomics, evolve due to the in-

terest and commitment 
of our high school 
teachers and adminis-
trators.

We are excited to 
complete the School 
Improvement Plan 
process that involves 
our teachers, parents 
and administrators.  
Better yet, this year we 
directly aligned that 
process to a District 
Improvement Plan 
process that involves 
our parents, teachers 
and administrators as 
well.  All of the inten-
tional planning in this process 
helps us focus on goals at 
each site and as a district.

We are excited to see what 
our tech-inspired teachers do 
after attending the MACUL 
conference in Grand Rapids 
for solid professional learning 
and collaboration around all 
things technology.  We were 
able to send about 25 teachers 
who will in turn provide pro-
fessional learning and collab-
oration for our staffs next fall.  
We are proud of our innova-
tive teachers!

We are excited to see the 
outcome of our Leverage 
Leadership training that all 
our administrators are en-
joying throughout this year 
and next fall.  The training is 
centered around the most ef-
fective way for administrators 
to engage with teachers in 
evaluations to help them fur-
ther develop their craft.  We 
commend our administrators 
for their continued interest in 
and growth around teaching 
and learning.

We are excited to engage in 
instructional rounds again in 
the coming weeks as it’s the 
district office and site collab-
oration around teaching and 
learning that is essential and 
energizing.

We are excited to see the 
positive results of hiring 4 
counselors to support our stu-
dents, teachers, and adminis-
trators.  The counselors were 
funded through grant dollars 
and we now have support 
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From the Superintendent’s Desk

Laura VanDuyn, Ed.D.

You’re Invited! 
The Cedar Springs Public Schools Board of Education and Superintendent Dr. Laura VanDuyn  

cordially invite you to join us for a presentation by  
Scott Morrell, Michigan Association of School Boards 

 

Role of the School Board and The Open Meetings Act 

 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016 
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

 
Hilltop Community Building, 3rd Floor, Board Room 

204 East Muskegon Street 
Cedar Springs, MI  49319 

 
 

Cedar Springs Public Schools

COFFEE & CONVERSATION WITH THE SUPERINTENDENT 
AND BOARD OF EDUCATION PRESIDENT 

Take advantage of this informal opportunity to ask questions and hear  
information from Cedar Springs Public Schools Superintendent  
Dr. Laura VanDuyn and Board of Education President Patricia Eary. 

BIG BOY RESTAURANT  
13961 White Creek Avenue, NE 
Cedar Springs, MI  49319 

May 11, 2016 @  9:00 A.M. 
For additional information or to schedule an individual  
meeting, please contact Pam Kozicki 616-696-1204 x1004 

Exciting School District News: 
Bond Refunding, Series A and Series B

The Board of Education is committed to pro-
viding an excellent education for every child in 
the district.  The Board of Education is commit-
ted to high expectations for excellence in all we 
do as a district.  We hold ourselves and all others 
accountable and expect every person to work 
with integrity in all positions.  To that end this 
Board of Education is providing transparency in 
all they do.  This Board is proud of the forward 
motion of the school district and a list of many 
accomplishments in the 2014-15 and 2015-16 
school years.

An example of a recent accomplishment that 
will serve our district and community well is the 
refunding of Bonds, Series A and Series B.  The 
Superintendent, Board of Education, Director 
of Business and Finance, CSPS Accountant, fi-
nancial advisors to the District, banks and legal 
counsel worked through a lengthy process to 
make the bond refunding possible.   A summa-
ry of the bond refunding process is illustrated as 
follows:

December 14, 2015: Board of Education 
adopted a delegating resolution at a regular 
board meeting. This authorized the superin-
tendent to accept and execute a Bond Purchase 
Agreement with the Underwriter.

February 1, 2016: Conference call with all 

parties to review POS
February 8, 2016 (week of): Conference 

call with rating agency
February 18, 2016: Pricing of bonds (sub-

ject to market conditions)
February 19, 2016:  Superintendent exe-

cutes bond purchase agreement
March 14, 2016: Board of Education 

adopts a “ratification resolution” at a regu-
lar board meeting.       This is an additional, 
but not mandatory step, to add a great depth of 
transparency and support to the process.  Signa-
tures from the superintendent, Board President 
and Board Secretary were required to adopt the 
resolution.

March 23, 2016: Closing
This Board of Education and leadership team 

are excited to have worked through this long and 
involved process to save our tax payers approx-
imately 2.5 million dollars over the next several 
years.  Please see our website www.csredhawks.
org where all documents related to the bond re-
funding are available for your review.  Please 
feel free to contact Dr. Laura VanDuyn, Superin-
tendent, at 696-1204 ext. 1001, should you have 
any questions or would like to meet to discuss 
this exciting news.

for our students who need 
counseling, behavior inter-
ventions, and other supports 
to remove barriers so they can 
focus on academics.  This is a 
critical support to all.

We are excited to see the 
impact of implementing the 
Okay2Say program in our 
schools as students will have 
access to a confidential pro-
cess to report acts of school 
violence, potential suicides, 
drugs, bullying, etc.  The 
statistics for the program are 
incredible – we’ll soon take 
part!

We are excited to continue 
providing professional learn-
ing for our teachers who are 
asking to know more about 
Ruby Payne’s work on pover-
ty and how it impacts teach-
ing and learning.

We are excited to reap the 
benefits of more effective and 
efficient master scheduling af-
ter providing Powerschool® 
training for our middle and 
high school administrators, 
counselors and support staff 
along with offering district of-
fice support during the sched-
uling process.

We are excited to provide 
more math and reading inter-
ventionists to support our stu-
dents and teachers.  The inter-
ventionists are grant funded 
and offer small group or 1:1 
targeted instruction for stu-
dents in need of more support 
to meet academic standards. 

We are excited that we used 
TRIG grant funds to provide 
new computers for our high 
school teachers and new com-
puter labs for our students.  
We are making a concerted 
effort to budget for technol-
ogy replacements so that all 
our teachers and students will 
have the tools they need for 
teaching and learning. 

These are just some of 
the exciting ways teaching 
and learning is happening 
at CSPS.  It is clear that our 
Board of Education, adminis-
tration and staff have a clear 
focus on students.  We extend 
our gratitude to our Board of 
Education for listening, ques-
tioning, visiting our schools 
in order to be well informed 
in their decision making and 
support of our efforts to im-
prove teaching and learning 

for all at CSPS.  Additional-
ly, we extend our gratitude 
to all our parents and volun-
teers who partner with us in 
supporting our teachers and 
students.  Together we are 
united in serving students, 
clear and simple!

Please know it is a pleasure 
to serve as your CSPS super-
intendent.  I LOVE the work 
we do here at CSPS…it’s a 
passion of mine that is ever 
so rewarding.  As you know, 
I maintain an open door to 
any and all who would like 
to talk.  I am happy to answer 
questions you may have and 
appreciate the time you might 
take to seek answers on any 
variety of topics, such as all 
we are doing to support teach-
ing and learning…because 
our Cedar Springs students 
deserve the very best!

Warmly,
Laura VanDuyn, Ed.D., 

Superintendent of Schools

Office: 
616-696-1204 ext. 1001    
Cell: 925-899-3111    
Email: laura.vanduyn@
csredhawks.org
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SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS
Low Cost Rentals Available
Auto Glass Installation

696-1830
13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

Lori Visser
www.globespinnertravel.com
800.583.3177 / 616.263.1777

At your
Service...

Residential & Commercial

231.429.0808
T_monster_1@yahoo.com

VACANCIES

Call for Estimate

Kimberly’s Kleaning Service

Will Travel

• Residential 
• Commercial

New Installation & Repairs to 
Garage Doors and Openers
7 Days a Week 7am-7pm
worthgaragedoor.com

Free EstimatesFully Insured 
Serving Cedar Springs & Rockford

Professional auto rePair
New hours: M-F 8-6 • sat. 8-4 • suN. Closed

696-8863

15670 NorthlaNd dr. 
betweeN Cedar spriNgs 

aNd saNd lake

aNy Car aNy repair
diesel - hybrid • MediuM & heavy duty • ForeigN & doMestiC

LEgaL 
NOTICE

Public Notice
city of cedar SPriNgS

Nominating petitions for two four-year seats
on the Cedar Springs City Council are available

 in the office of the City Clerk, 
located at Cedar Springs City Hall,

66 S. Main St.

To take out a petition, you must be
a qualified elector of the City and a citizen

of the United States.

Petitions must be filed with the City Clerk
by 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, April 19, 2016
and must bear the signatures of not 
less than 25; but no more than 50 

registered voters of the 
City of Cedar Springs.

Section 5.1 of the Charter of the 
City of Cedar Springs states that
no person shall be eligible for any

elective office, who is in default to the
City, County or School District.

Dated:  April 14, 2016 Linda Christensen
City Clerk

616.696.1330

P   STThe

This spoT

only $15
per week

5,000 copies 
printed weekly

Call 616.696.3655

gave an interesting presentation about what is happening 
at their new museum site, located in the old 63rd District 
Court building, in downtown Rockford. He indicated that 
they have now been at their new site for about three years. 
He spoke to me as his counterpart here at Cedar to ask 
about our ability to provide such a well organized and out-
standing display of artifacts. I assured him many hands 
have taken part in the acquisitions of the historic items we 
have, and we have outstanding leadership from our direc-
tors Sharon Jett and Tanya Eldred. We also have a dedicat-
ed staff of board members who have provided many hours 
of work pulling what we have here together. 

At any rate, a good time was had by all. I believe these 
events tend to bring communities together.

The Cedar Springs Historical Museum is open on 
Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. On Saturday, April 30 
and Sunday, May 1, they will be open from 11 a.m. to 5 
p.m., along with other museums in the Tri-River Historical 
Museum network. See page ?? for details.

“This is a great time to review your severe weather plan, refresh 
your supplies and make sure you are prepared,” said Jack Stew-
art, Kent County Emergency Management Coordinator. “Check 
your flashlight and stock up on fresh batteries. Homes should 
have enough fresh drinking water for three days, canned food 
items and a can opener, an all-weather radio, and a first aid kit.” 

Plan in advance for disasters to know how you and your family 
will get to a safe place, how to contact each other and what to 
do in different situations. Determine a location where you would 
meet in an emergency, both near your house and further away, in 
case your neighborhood streets are closed. If a disaster occurs, it 
may be easier to make a phone call to a designated out-of-town 
contact, as phone lines may be overwhelmed. Make sure that per-
son is aware that he or she is the designated contact. You should 
have a disaster plan for your pets as well. 

Many smartphone apps can keep you notified of weather 
watches and warnings. Severe weather watch means the potential 
exists for the development of storms/tornados. You can continue 
your normal activities, but be mindful of changing conditions. Se-
vere weather warning mean that storms are imminent 

or occurring. Move indoors to a place of safety. If it is a Torna-
do Warning, take shelter in a location on the lowest level of the 
building, like the basement, or in a small, windowless room at the 
innermost part of the building. 

Let us know about the sirens in your community: take our sur-
vey at http://vrm.cc/kcsirens. 

To learn more about Michigan Severe Weather Awareness 
Week 2016 and what to do in an emergency, visit www.cedar-
springspost.com and download the severe weather awareness 
packet.

Weather
...continued from page 2

Museum
...continued from page 2

jor in the Michigan Army National Guard helped to ensure 
smooth coordination between the military units and the locals 
in Mackinaw City and Cheboygan.

As that was happening in Cheboygan and Mackinaw City, 
at Camp Grayling’s Combined Arms Training Facility, Ma-
rine Corps Reservists from the 3rd Battalion/25th Marines 
based in Johnson City, Tenn., were focused on another aspect 
of Arctic Eagle—providing security and response to seek out 
the “terrorists” in the exercise. Working with the Marines 
were some 80 members of the Home Guard of Denmark, a 
volunteer unit somewhat similar to the U.S. National Guard.

“This is an opportunity for our Marines to not only work 
in conjunction with other units, but to gain some great cul-
tural training by working with the Danes,” said Lt. Col. Ford 
Philips, inspector/instructor for 3rd Battalion. “The Marines 
are not only working on their skills as infantry, but learning a 
lot about another culture and how they view military service.

For one of the Danish Home Guard troops, the Camp Gray-
ling training has particular relevance. Pvt. A.J. Manzon said 
he had a friend who was in Brussels, Belgium, during the 
March 22, 2016, terror attacks there.

“Terrorism has come too close to us,” Manzon said during 
a break between small squad infantry training. “It is very im-
portant for us to be ready, both Denmark and the U.S.”

Working with partner organizations—both at the local lev-
el and internationally—is a core competency of the National 
Guard, Vadnais said.  

“Having the Danish Home Guard here adds a layer of com-
plexity to the operation. The opportunity to work with the 
local hospital—and they have just been great partners with 
us. Our job is to leverage these partnerships in a way that 
serves our state and our nation,” Vadnais said. “The partner-
ships and the capacity that we have here at Camp Grayling 
allows not only the Michigan National Guard to maintain a 
high degree of readiness, but to be able to share that capacity 
with our partners.”  

Those partnerships benefit not only the National Guard and 
related agencies, but the medical professionals at the commu-
nity hospital in Grayling.

“It’s always worthwhile to practice emergency prepared-
ness as a hospital because we know that we will almost al-
ways be involved in an external disaster and the more we 
practice the better prepared we will be in the future, explained 
Stephanie Riemer, president of Munson Healthcare Grayling 
Hospital. “Being able to practice with our long standing com-
munity partner, the National Guard, was not only an honor, it 
gave the hospital the opportunity to practice an entirely dif-
ferent scenario than our usual community wide drills would 
offer and we learned so much from the exercise that will 
strengthen our ongoing efforts in emergency preparedness.”

Among the 1,100 troops supporting Arctic Eagle 16 was 
an Indiana National Guard soldier on her first major exer-
cise. Private 1st Class Rakiya Lyons was part of the team 
that helped create the emergency decontamination treatment 
center near the simulated bomb blast site.  

“Seeing how it all really comes together, seeing how the 
parts of the team all work together—it’s really something,” 
Lyons said.

Arctic Eagle 16 is a National Guard led, joint, interagen-
cy, intergovernmental, and multinational exercise based on 
the President of the United States, Department of Defense, 
Department of Homeland Security, state of Alaska and in-
ternational partners’ Arctic strategies. It is conducted in live 
and constructive environments, focused on humanitarian 
assistance, consequence management and infrastructure pro-
tection.

Camp
...continued from page 3

to do that. We just need to get it appraised,” said Towsley.
Towsley also said that they had contacted the Village of Sand 

Lake’s insurance company, and that their insurance would not 
go up. “As soon as we get a price, we can make an offer, and 
hopefully open it up to the public. The offer will depend on the 
assessment, and whether we have the money.” He noted that 
they would be open to taking donations for the project.

“If we can buy it at a fair price, we will,” he said.

Gate
...continued from front page

in the vehicle, and they all suffered serious injuries. 
One of the passengers, Alyssa Eggerding, 16, of Alpine 

Township, died Monday, April 11, of her injuries. She was 
a junior at Sparta High School, and member of the varsity 
softball team.

The other teens involved in the accident included the 
driver, Armando Mendoza, 17, of Alpine Township; Alys-
sa Naughton, 16, of Walker; Kaitlin Keeler, 15, of Alpine 
Township; and Olivia Lawrence, 17, of Sparta. Lawrence is 
also a Sparta High School student, and the others are Com-
stock Park High School students.

Police do not believe that the driver was under the influ-
ence of drugs or alcohol. The Sheriff department’s investi-
gation will be forwarded to the Kent County Prosecutor’s 
office for review and formal charges once it is completed.

Crash
...continued from front page
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Each spring and summer, 
the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources is flooded 
with calls as people across 
the state run into a common 
dilemma—they have come 
across a baby animal and 
desperately want to help.

Hannah Schauer, a DNR 
wildlife education techni-
cian, spends time talking 
with the public about why 
it is better to leave baby ani-
mals in the wild.

“The vast majority of the 
time these wild animals do 
not need our help,” Schauer 
said. “Wildlife can survive 
on a day-to-day basis with-
out help from humans.”

Survival adaptations
Most wild critters have a 

few survival tricks up their 
sleeves. Take white-tailed 
deer, for example.

Female deer typically 
birth their fawns in May 
and June. A newborn fawn 
is unsure of its footing and 
is unable to keep up with 
its mother. So, the mother 

deer hides her small, spotted 
fawn in a secluded spot for 
safe keeping.

The mother deer then in-
tentionally leaves her fawn 
alone to help increase its 
chances of survival. Beyond 
the spotted camouflage and 
the instinct to lie very still, 
fawns have an additional 
survival adaptation. Fawns 
are born with very little 
scent, making it challenging 
for predators to find them.

“An adult deer, howev-
er, has plenty of scent to 
it, and—being a large ani-
mal—is fairly easy to spot,” 
Schauer said. “So, rather 
than hang around and draw 
attention to where she has 
carefully hid her fawn, the 
mother deer opts to graze 
elsewhere.”

The doe returns periodi-
cally to nurse her fawn and 
is usually not too far away. 
It doesn’t take long before 
the fawn is strong enough 
to keep up with its mother 
and then has a better chance 

of outrunning a predator. 
Fawns are rarely abandoned.

Wildlife concerns
DNR wildlife staff sug-

gests that if you happen to 
find a fawn or other baby 
animal, please leave it in the 
wild.

Taking an animal from the 
wild is not only illegal, it is 
dangerous. A wild animal, 
especially a baby, may seem 
harmless, but they rarely 
are. If you bring a baby an-
imal into your home and 
it actually survives, it will 
eventually grow up.

“As animals grow, they 
will experience hormonal 
changes as well as physical 
and behavioral changes,” 
Schauer said. “Raccoons, 
for example, are known for 
exhibiting aggressive be-
havior as they age.”

An animal may act tame, 
but it is instinctively a wild 
animal and will act like one.

Besides aggressive and 
potentially dangerous be-
haviors, wild animals can 
carry diseases and parasites, 
many of which can be trans-
mitted to your pets or to you 
or your children. The laws 
prohibiting possession of 
wild animals are in place to 
keep people, as well as the 

wild animals, safe.
Tougher rules
In some cases, the DNR 

must put even stricter regu-
lations in place to look after 
the health of an entire spe-
cies. Such is the case in cen-
tral Michigan, where in May 
2015 the state’s first case 
of chronic wasting disease 
(CWD) was confirmed in a 
free-ranging, white-tailed 
deer from Ingham County.

The disease is a central 
nervous system affliction 
found in deer, elk and moose 
(cervids). It attacks the brain 
of infected animals, creating 
small lesions that result in 
death. Chronic wasting dis-
ease is transmitted through 
direct animal-to-animal 
contact or by contact with 
saliva,urine, feces, blood 
and carcass parts of an in-
fected animal or infected 
soil.

Once it arrives, CWD can 
spread through the deer pop-
ulation and all deer infected 
with the disease will die. 
Because infected deer may 
not exhibit symptoms right 
away, you cannot tell just by 
looking at a deer if it is suf-
fering from CWD.

Taking an unhealthy deer 
from the environment and 

attempting to rehabilitate 
it has the potential to in-
crease the spread of CWD. 
Bringing infected deer into 
contact with other deer in 
rehabilitation centers, can 
risk contaminating those 
facilities. For that reason, re-
habilitation of deer in Clin-
ton, Shiawassee and Ingham 
counties in Lower Michigan 
is prohibited. As new cases 
of CWD are discovered, the 
list of counties where reha-
bilitation of deer is prohibit-
ed may grow. 

So far, CWD has not been 
found in the Upper Penin-
sula. To continue monitor-
ing the situation, the DNR 
plans to ask hunters this fall 
to voluntarily submit deer 
heads for testing in the coun-
ties bordering Wisconsin.

In Lower Michigan, there 
is mandatory testing for deer 
harvested within the CWD 
Management Zone and vol-
untary testing occurring 
elsewhere for any hunter 
who wants to submit a deer 
head. To learn more about 
CWD and how you can 
help, visit mi.gov/cwd.

Wildlife rehabilitators
Ultimately, a wild ani-

mal’s best chance of surviv-
al is staying in the wild. This 

is especially true for baby 
animals.

Only licensed wildlife 
rehabilitators may legally 
possess abandoned or in-
jured wildlife. Unless you 
are licensed, it is illegal 
to possess a live wild ani-
mal in Michigan. The only 
time a baby animal may be 
removed from the wild is 
when you know the parent 
is dead or the animal is in-
jured. However, a licensed 
rehabilitator must be con-
tacted before removing an 
animal from the wild.

Licensed wildlife rehabil-
itators must adhere to the 
law and have gone through 
training on proper handling 
of injured or abandoned 
wild animals. These reha-
bilitators will work to return 
the animal to the wild where 
it will again realize its best 
chance for survival.

A list of licensed wild-
life rehabilitators in Michi-
gan can be found by visiting 
mi.gov/wildlife or by calling 
your local DNR office.

Look for #KeepMi-
Wild on the DNR’s social 
media this spring and sum-
mer and share the impor-
tance of keeping wildlife in 
the wild.
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DNR: Keep Michigan’s wildlife wild

White-tailed deer fawns often are left alone by their mothers in an attempt to keep predators from finding them.

Credit: Michigan Department of Natural Resources. Credit: Michigan Department of Natural Resources.

Baby rabbits are among the young wildlife often encountered by those getting out in nature.
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Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed
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Vintage cars help raise funds 

for museum
By Tom Noreen

 
Even an overcast morning with a few sprinkles 

did not keep the 58 registered auto buffs from 

bringing their vintage wheels to Morley Park 

last Saturday, July 27, according to Cedar 

Springs Historical Museum Director Sharon 

Jett. The annual car show each summer is 

one of the museum’s biggest fundraisers.

Historical Society President Fred 

Gunnell, welcomed me to the 

show and Sally Grayvold 

wanted to make sure 

I got my name in 

the bucket for the 

50/50 drawing, 

which was won by 

Darwin Spear of 

Grand Haven.
There was a good 

mix of vehicles to look 

at as you walked the line. 

Some looked mint-out-of-the-

box such as Phil Harrison’s 1957 Chevy, 

while others were works in progress. There were 

sports cars, family sedans and pickup trucks. Some 

were stock and others were modified like Gene Niel-

sen’s 1935 Ford pickup he had been working on for 

the last 3-1/2 years. Carl Anderson had it in his barn 

for a number of years before Gene picked it up and 

started work on it.
One gentleman had a pair of 1940’s era military 

jeeps. One painted Army olive drab with a pedestal 

mount machine gun and the other in Air Force blue. 

Both had trailers and were in better shape than my jeep 

was in the 101st Airborne Division back in the 1970s.

Music by the Patin Sisters, Pat and RoseAnne, drift-

ed through the air along with the aroma of grilled hot 

dogs provided by the Cedar Springs FFA.

A big thank you to all the sponsors who helped make 

the fundraiser a success! 

Crash punctures dump truck gas tank

Solon Township 
shows off town hall

Solon’s new township hall has a 2,000-square foot meeting room that        

residents can rent. Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

A crash at the corner of 

Main and Muskegon Streets 

in Cedar Springs last week 

Thursday, July 25, resulted 

in a gas spill from a dump 

truck leaving a construction 

zone.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police officer Chad 

Potts, a jeep driven by Car-

oline Bartlett, 68, of Cedar 

Springs, was heading east-

bound on Muskegon Street 

about 2:45 p.m., when it 

approached the Main Street 

intersection and tried to turn 

right. When the driver real-

ized she couldn’t make the 

turn and was going to hit the 

barricade, she tried to abort 

the turn and went straight, 

and struck the driver’s side 

of a Dean’s Excavating 

truck that was heading north 

through the intersection. The 

crash ruptured the fuel tank 

on the dump truck and Ce-

dar Springs firefighters and 

others worked at the scene 

to clean up the spill.
Neither the driver of the 

jeep nor the driver of the 

dump truck, Gary Wall, 55, 

of Leroy, were transported 

to the hospital. They sought 

their own medical attention. 

In a related incident, a fire-

fighter at Main and Church 

Street was directing traffic 

away from the accident, 

when a southbound pickup 

with yellow lights rotating 

proceeded through that in-

tersection without stopping 

and bumped the firefighter 

with his mirror. He was not 

injured and no citation was 

issued.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police Chief Roger 

Parent, the truck was owned 

by Dean’s Excavating and 

had been called in to help 

with the cleanup. But the 

firefighter didn’t know that. 

Parent cautioned citizens 

to always stop and identify 

themselves if they need to be 

at the scene of an accident. 

“When in doubt, they should 

stop. They shouldn’t think 

that everyone knows what 

they are there for,” he said. 

By Judy Reed

Solon Township held an open 

house last Saturday, July 27 to 

show off the new township hall 

to residents. Throngs of visitors 

were treated to a hotdog lunch 

and other free refreshments, as 

well as a tour of the facility. The 

Solon Township Fire Department 

also had an engine there for kids 

to tour.
The township approved the 

building of the 6,000 square-

foot hall with community room 

in the fall of 2011. The building 

has 4,000 square feet of offices, 

a 2,000 square-foot community 

room, in floor boiler heat, 2x6 ex-

terior sidewalls, about four inches 

of spray foam insulation, a brick 

exterior, steel roof, LED lighting 

which operates automatically, 

some heated sidewalks, plenty of 

handicap parking, and a security 

system with cameras that can be 

viewed remotely. 
Supervisor Bob Ellick told the 

Post in June that the total cost of 

the building would be between 

$860,000 and $880,000 when 

completed.

Photo by 
Tom Noreen

Post photo by J. Reed.

Post photo by J. Reed.
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By Melinda Myers

Keeping your 
garden looking 
its best through-
out the growing 
season and into 
fall is possible 
with the help 
of low main-
tenance spring 
planted bulbs.  
Plant them in 
spring among 
other annuals or 
perennials and 
watch as these 
bulbs brighten 
the garden, add-
ing new life to 
your late season 
gardens.

Whether your 
gardens and 
containers are in 
full sun or shade 
you’ll enjoy the 
attractive foliage 
and pop of color 
that dahlias, can-
nas, calla lilies, 
caladiums and elephant ears 
will add to the landscape.

These easy care plants 
reward you with loads of 
beauty. Just plant, water 
and enjoy. Quality online 
retailers like Longfield Gar-
dens (longfield-gardens.
com) offer the greatest va-
riety of color, shapes and 
sizes as well as planting and 
care instructions.

Grow dahlias in sunny 
areas with at least six hours 
of sunlight for the best flo-
ral display. Simply plant the 
tuberous roots four to six 
inches deep with the stem 
facing up after the danger 
of frost has passed.

Use dahlias in a cutting 
garden or as an attractive 
screen along fences and 
property lines. Use the 
shorter more compact bor-
der dahlias, like “Gallery 
Pablo” in containers on 
your patio, balcony or deck 
where you and the hum-
mingbirds will enjoy their 
blooms.

Wait until the dan-
ger of frost has passed to 
plant cannas in a full sun 
to partially shaded loca-
tions. Plant the canna rhi-
zomes horizontally two to 
three inches deep with the 
growing point facing up. 
Take advantage of their 
bold foliage and use cannas 
as a backdrop in the flow-
er border or screen in the 
landscape. Use as a vertical 
accent in a large container 
or select dwarf varieties for 
smaller pots. 

Calla lilies are another 
spring planted bulb that 
thrives in full sun or part 
shade. The speckled foliage 
adds color to the garden all 
season long. Include these 
one- to two- feet-tall plants 

Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
by ranger steve Mueller

Howard Christensen 
Nature Center

The Howard Christensen Nature Center (HCNC) has de-
veloped a cadre of community programs under the leader-
ship of Dave Kieft. Weekend, spring break, and summer 
camps are part of the variety. Family events meet the in-
terests for all family members. School programming is in-
creasing.

Individual and family memberships provide opportunity 
for people to visit everyday of the week at no additional 
fee. Swamp boardwalks lead to where spring frog chorus is 
a highlight just before dusk. Learn about additional HCNC 
membership benefits at the office or web site.

One can slowly approach Vernal Pond near the Red Pine 
Interpretive Center and frogs will quiet. You might see 
their heads retreat beneath the surface. Stop, sit, and wait 
less than three minutes and a brave Spring Peeper will be-
gin a single peep. Soon others will feel safe and a massive 
chorus will fill the air. 

While you are sitting, cup your hands behind your ears 
to enlarge your sound catching ear pinnae. The sound will 
become so painfully loud you will unable to continue with 
hands cupped behind your ears. Rotate hands so the cup is 
facing behind you. The back of your hands in front of ears 
reduces a large amount of sound from reaching and hurting 
your vibrating eardrums. 

When you leave Vernal Pond, discuss how valuable mov-
able ear pinnae are for dogs, foxes, squirrels, deer, and oth-
er mammals. They allow gathering of specific directional 
sound. Mammals are able to determine exactly where dan-
ger might approach. Notice Vernal Pond has more frogs 
than nearby Tadpole Pond. Vernal ponds are more import-
ant for frog survival than permanent ponds and lakes.

Predators approach prey quietly but a rustle of leaves, 
a broken twig, or even brushing against a shrub can alert 
mammals because ear pinnae enhance sound. People can-
not move ear pinnae but we can use our hands to demon-
strate the effectiveness of movable pinnae. 

It was always my expectation when director at HCNC 
to share space with creatures that make the nature center 
home. We maintained a single file pathway along the west 
side of Vernal Pond from beech tree to driveway. The east 
shoreline was reserved for frogs and other creatures with 
no human disturbance. 

Green Frogs sat frozen like statues. On the west shore, 
frogs submerge as we approached or they would jump 
frightened into the pond. Some would stay motionless 
ready to escape. They blended well with shoreline vege-
tation. East shore frogs waited still and quiet until we left 
the pond.

Green Frogs begin singing much later in the season when 
temperatures approach 70 F. Wood Frogs are mostly done 
singing by early April. Spring Peepers and Western Chorus 
Frogs continue song through April. Unfortunately, West-
ern Chorus Frogs have declined in our area. It is a reason 
to leave some pond borders free of disturbance for native 
species. We worked to help people recognize we are visi-
tors in wildlife nature niches and encouraged living with 
nature instead of crowding animals from homes in ponds, 
streams, forests, fields, and our yards. Small vernal ponds 
are essential with fewer predators.

Seeing animals is difficult without entering their home 
but we can provide minimal disturbance that allows habi-
tats to remain healthy. That is a primary reason for restrict-
ing activity to one half of Vernal Pond. It allows vegetation 
to grow to pond edge and provides frogs with healthy liv-
ing space in appropriate arrangement for food, water, and 
shelter to meet survival needs. 

Please become an HCNC member. Discover frogs by 
walking nature center trails maintained for school and fam-
ily groups in wild habitats. Make real world connections 
that would otherwise be vicariously through books, digi-
tal screens, or stories about the natural world. Enjoy being 
outdoors with wildlife.

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.
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Extend the garden season with 
spring planted bulbs

outdoors

Calla lilies, like Night Cap with its black flowers and the white blooms of Crystal Clear, 
are spring planted bulbs that thrive in full sun or part shade and can be cut to create an 
elegant display indoors. 

Photo credit: Longfield Gardens

in the front or middle of 
the flower garden or as a 
vertical accent or filler in 
a pot. And don’t forget to 
cut a few flowers to enjoy 
indoors.  The black flowers 
of “Night Cap” teamed with 
the white blooms of “Crys-
tal Clear” create an elegant 
display.

Like the other bulbs, wait 
for the danger of frost to 
pass before planting them 
outdoors. Plant the knobby 
rhizomes two to four inches 
deep with the growing point 
facing up.

Add some color and plen-
ty of wow factor to shad-

ed areas with the foliage 
of caladiums and elephant 
ears. These tropical beau-
ties thrive when soil and 
air temperatures are warm. 
Wait for the danger of frost 
to pass and the soil to warm, 
65 to 70 degrees, before 
planting them in the garden.

Use caladiums to brighten 
containers, dress up win-
dow boxes or edge a shady 
pathway. The colorful 
leaves stand out amongst 
the greens of shade gardens. 
Team variegated varieties 
with complimentary col-
ored begonias, coleus or 
impatiens.

Include elephant 
ears in the garden 
or containers. Their 
large heart shaped 
leaves give a tropical 
feel to the patio, deck 
or pool area. Consider 
planting one, two or 
more to create an im-
pressive welcome for 
guests or a bold state-
ment in the landscape. 
They pair nicely with 
caladiums, coleus and 
other shade loving 
plants.

Make this the best 
season yet with the 
help of spring flow-
ering bulbs. You’ll 
enjoy the variety and 
late season color these 
easy care plants pro-
vide. 

Melinda Myers has 
over 30 years of gar-
dening experience 
and has written over 
20 gardening books, 
including Small Space 
Gardening. She hosts 

The Great Courses “How 
to Grow Anything: Food 
Gardening For Everyone” 
DVD set and the nationally 
syndicated Melinda’s Gar-
den Moment TV & radio 
program. Myers is a colum-
nist and contributing editor 
for Birds & Blooms maga-
zine and was commissioned 
by Longfield Gardens for 
her expertise to write this 
article.  



Short Order Cook Wanted: 
Experienced. Apply within at 
Sue’s Kountry Kitchen, 12 First 
St., Cedar Springs, between 9 
am and 2 pm. #14,15b

Part-time Cook. Weekends 
required. Experience only. 
Apply at Maple Valley Inn, 
Turfant. #15,16p

Packing/Stocking/Shipping 
Position: Unique position 
with a thriving company in 
Cedar Springs! This fast-
paced position offers lots of 
variety in a nice setting. We’re 
searching for a dedicated, 
detail-oriented team player to 
join a terrific staff. Requires 
moderate lifting. 32+ hours 
weekdays, no nights or week-
ends! Fax letter and resume 
to: 616-696-7471. #15p
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FFA

Lost • Found • Free 

Animal Ads

are FREE 

in The POsT
696-3655

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

The POST 
will give you a

$1.00 OFF 
CLASSIFIEDS
when you pay with

CA$H

small ads 
make ¢ents
call The POsT 

696-3655

For more information on the 
Humane Society of West Michigan, 
call (616) 453-8900 or visit them 

at 3077 Wilson NW,  just ½ mile north of  
Three Mile Road during adoption hours 

or visit www.hswestmi.org
Adoption Hours:  Sunday and Monday: Closed

Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm, Saturday: 10am-4pm

Gretchen- Female 
Shepherd Mix

I’m a 2 year old shepherd 
mix looking for my for-
ever home! I’m a sweet 
girl who would do well 
with someone who likes 
to take walks, has a laid 
back lifestyle, but still likes 
to play sometimes. Come 
meet me at Humane Society of West Michigan!

Basil- Havana Rabbit

I am a purebred Havana 
rabbit that is between 6 
months and 18 months 
old. I am a very gentle 
rabbit and feel like vel-
vet when you pet me! 
Come meet me and 
my many other rabbit 
friends at Humane So-
ciety of West Michigan! 

For rent

Child Care

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

aUCTiON

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!616-696-3655 36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370

Cedar Springs, MI 49319
– 696-3655 –Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

ServiceS

hOmes
 fOr sale

CriTTer
COrNer

PETS of the WEEk

help 
WaNTed

For Sale

lOsT aNd 
fOUNd

SPACE FOR LEASE

430 Sq. Ft. Suite
Shared Kitchen,

Restrooms,
and Lobby.

230 W. Shaw, Howard City

CALL: 231-937-9180

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 
616-696-1100

Looking at 
Downsizing?

Then, take a look at us!

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

Compass Coach Inc.
13550 White Creek Ave. NE | Cedar Springs, MI 49319

(1/2 mile south of Big Boy)

9AM - 4PM Mon-Fri

Compass Coach is looking to add 

BuS WAShErS
This is a part-time position, 15-20 hours/week. Applicants 
must have reliable transportation. Hours vary between 5pm 
and 4am, Monday - Sunday. Pay is $9.00/hour. Apply in person.

Compass Coach is a 
drug-free workplace

PART TIME
GROCERY

MERCHANDISER
Cedar Springs/Rockford

Pay: $11 per hour

Arranging, sorting, stocking
and pulling stale

Availability:
Sun/Wed Mornings,

2-3 evenings

Email your resume to 
spiotrowski@lajoygroup.com

Kent County Sheriff’s 
Department will be auctioning 
a 1997 Dodge Durango, 2013 
Chrysler 200, 2007 Ford 500, 
2007 Chevy Silverado at 13889 
West St., Cedar Springs, on 
April 20th at 10 am. #15p

Learn Play & Grow Day-
care. Now open all shifts. 
Reserve your spot for 
summer! Check us out at 
Learnplayandgrowday-
care.com 616-255-7624. 
#13-17p

Hay for Sale. 1st and 2nd, square 
bales. Call 616-291-9330. #12-
15p

Lost: Michigan State keychain 
with Grandma on it with a Ford 
key. Lost about the middle of 
March, possibly in Sand Lake 
area. Call 616-862-3279. #15

Found: Set of keys found on 
Friday, March 18th about 4:30 
pm on Cedar Springs Main St. 
by Dr. Wilson’s & Gebhardt 
Insurance offices. Has bottle 
opener. Call 616-696-3655 or 
stop by the Cedar Springs Post, 
36 E. Maple St., to identify. #12

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Found: Black and white dog 
has been hanging around the 22 
Mile and Simmons area for the 
last couple of days. He or she 
looks to have been well fed. Call 
616-636-8397. #15

Free to Good Home: Male 
Chihuahua, brown & white, 9 
years old. All shots up to date. 
Neutered. No small children. 
Call 616-696-3637. #15

C
la

ss
ifi

e
d

s 
 W

o
rkNarrow

Your 
Search
use the 

Cedar Springs
Post

Classifieds 

DEaDLINE: 
Monday by 5:00 p.m.

No BilliNg - All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
PriCiNg: $12.00 for first 25 words, 

20¢ for each additional word 
(pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The PoST 616.696.3655

CLASSIFIEDS

Join Our Team!
The POST is in search of sales reps...
• Flexible Hours
• Great Commision Rate
• No Nights or Weekends
• No Long Distance Driving
Send resumes to sales@cedarspringspost.com



A Gift for families: financial planning at 
the end of life
Every day, when Judy Trepeck goes to 

the mailbox, she wonders if she’s going to 
find another bill she has to pay. That’s been 
pretty much the norm since her stepfather 
died four months ago, and she stepped in to 
manage his financial affairs.  She’s work-
ing through her grief and a myriad of issues 
related to settling his estate.

“Our job as a survivor begins the day a 
loved one’s life ends,” said Trepeck, senior 
vice president and chief knowledge offi-
cer for the Michigan Association of CPAs. 
“What I’m learning now, for example, is 
that you have to give notice to creditors 
for four months in case someone has a 
claim against the estate. There’s a process 
that starts after death that needs to be man-
aged, but nobody tells you about that.  Who 
knew?”

Trepeck’s colleagues at MICPA knew. In 
fact, they convened a task force of certified 
public accountants from across the state to 
address the matter. After nine months of 
work, including some long nights during 
tax season, the organization produced “Fi-
nancial Affairs at the End of Life” for Hos-
pice of Michigan patients and families.

The booklet, which can be downloaded 
at www.micpa.org, provides a wealth of 
assessment and planning tools designed to 
ensure families can be financially prepared 
for the end of life.  Sections range from 
caring for dependents to advanced direc-
tives to estate planning with a single goal in 
mind: Providing objective financial infor-
mation and resources.

“We had been talking at a Hospice of 
Michigan board meeting about the fact that 
social workers were often asked 
about financial issues for a family 
and didn’t have the resources or 
the wherewithal to answer those 
questions,” said Trepeck, who 
also serves on HOM’s board of 
directors. “We saw the need at 
MICPA to give social workers the 
objective information they needed 
to provide to the families – from 
an honest broker standpoint, if 
you will. Our goal was to be a 
resource book that has all the in-
formation on the various things 
that families should think about, 
then gives them phone numbers 
or points them to websites.””

For MICPA, which has nearly 
18,000 member-CPAs statewide, 
the opportunity to fill an educa-
tional need was motivation for the 
project.  For Hospice of Michi-
gan, the largest non-profit provid-
er of hospice and palliative care 
services in the state, the resulting 
booklet filled a gap.

“We walk alongside patients 
and families during one of the 
most stressful times of life,” said 
Robert Cahill, president and CEO 
of Hospice of Michigan. “Finan-
cial worries compound that stress 
and magnify it. We are grateful to 
the MICPA for giving our social 
workers and clinicians a valuable 
tool for their toolboxes with ‘Fi-

nancial Affairs.’”
The booklet, which 

has gone through 
multiple revisions 
and updates, encour-
ages families to start 
by gathering detailed 
information on their 
assets and liabilities.  
Sections detail what 
kinds of information 
is needed, right down 
to the location of 
safety deposit boxes 
and a list of employer fringe benefits.

The Planning section focuses on family, 
offering lots of questions to prompt dis-
cussion before decisions are made when it 
comes to guardians, property and advanced 
directives. Whom does the patient trust? 
Whom do the children love and trust? Is 
this what the patient wants? Important but 
difficult conversations to have.

The section also covers the basic finan-
cial tools including life insurance, pensions 
and other retirement accounts, as well as 
basic estate planning including wills, pro-
bate and trusts.

An extensive “Meeting Financial Needs” 
section provides an overview on short-term 
and long-term expenses and commitments, 
which often undergo a significant shift 
during a prolonged illness or death. Ac-
cessing resources, managing affairs and 
handling funeral expenses are all covered 
at length.

The third and final section is the one 
Trepeck finds herself referring to a lot: 
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YouthResigns

 #mednow

Sometimes care can’t wait. Which is why our doctors 
are available online 24/7 for your primary care needs. 
From nausea to pink eye, fever to rash, we’re bringing 
the expertise of a Top 15 health system to you.

To schedule a video visit call 844.322.7374
mednow.spectrumhealth.org

Care right where you are.

ONLINE 

24|7
PRIMARY CARE

©Spectrum Health 03.16

Aquatic Therapy is a rehabilitation procedure done in a heated pool. 
Exercises are given by a licensed physical therapist trained in aquatic therapy

Why does is work?
• Minimizes stress to the back & weight-bearing joints
• Water resistance increases strength & core stability
• Buoyancy assists in weight support.
• Hydrostatic pressure decreases swelling & improves joint position awareness
• Water warmth assists in relaxing muscles & increases blood flow to injured areas

Select care PhySical theraPy
7762 N. Federal Road, Howard City
North End of Town (Next to Carpet Store)

231-937-8485
Fax: 231-937-9836

OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK! All insurances are welcome, flexible payment plans for 
co-payments, deductible, private pay, etc.

www.selectcarePT.com

Mon., Wed., Fri. 9am-5pm • Tues. & Thurs. open later to accommodate late appointments.

Who can benefit? 
People with acute/
chronic pain, arthritis, 
joint replacements, 
fractures, fibromyalgia, 
sports injuries, neck/
back pain, stroke, 
sprains and strains, 
etc.

Allergy Woes: 
Downside of 
Good Hygiene?
By Mary Kuhlman, Michigan News connection

heAlth & wellness

LANSING, Mich. - All the runny noses and itchy eyes 
tell us it’s allergy season in Michigan. From April to June, 
grass pollen creates problems for many. In autumn, rag-
weed and other pollen-shedding plants cause misery. If it 
seems that more people have allergies than ever, that indeed 
is the case.

Dr. Bill Miller, an author and blogger who studies the 
causes of allergies, said one problem is that many Ameri-
cans are too clean; researchers call it the hygiene hypothe-
sis. Miller said we’ve upset the balance of internal germs in 
our bodies by protecting ourselves more than our ancestors 
did.

“They had the cows and the goats, and all the pigs and 
everything,” he said. “The family unit lived right on top of 
the farm animals. Kids used to roll in the dirt. Kids spent 
almost all their day outside. Now, in our modern society, 
we live indoors.”

The American Academy of Allergy, Asthma and Immu-
nology has cited research that suggests early antibiotic use 
changes the bacterial flora, which affects the development 
of allergic diseases, including asthma. Other studies sug-
gest we may be using too many products such as acetamin-
ophen to treat children.

Miller said people need to back away a little from the use 
of hand sanitizers and antibiotics.

“Are antibiotics the problem? No, they’re wonder drugs,” 
he said. “They’re one of the greatest inventions in all of 
world history but we’re using them so commonly that 
we’re having unintended side effects.”

Miller said we’re upsetting the natural balance in our 
bodies, and that doctors need to stand their ground and not 
give out prescriptions so easily. 

“I was taught to use antibiotics when you should,” he 
said. “But, that said, as a front-line physician, I can tell you 
that there’s a lot of pressure on doctors to offer antibiotics to 
patients or parents for their young children, because there’s 
such a profound belief that they do the trick.”

Miller stressed that children should play with other chil-
dren and have pets early in life because exposure to other 
germs can help them avoid allergies later in life.

More information on and from Miller is online at TheMi-
crocosmWithin.com/author.

“Survivor’s Issues.” It offers a practical 
timeline and checklist of tasks immedi-
ately after death, two weeks after, and a 
month after, detailing the types of benefits 
from Social Security, life insurance and re-
tirement accounts that are available.

“It’s a gift for people to be able to leave 
their families with detailed financial in-
formation and end-of-life directives,” 
Trepeck said. “While they may not be easy 
conversations to have, they are essential to 
a family’s peace of mind  because during a 
serious illness or after a death, you’re not 
going to be able to get this information, let 
alone be in a frame of mind to process the 
conversation.”

 MICPA developed “Financial Affairs at 
the End of Life” for Hospice of Michigan 
patients and families. The booklet can be 
downloaded free of charge, along with 
the organization’s Financial Inventory, at 
https://www.micpa.org/resource-center/
resources-for-the-public/financial-litera-
cy.

Financial worries compound the stress that families feel when a loved 
one is dying. Judy Trepeck of the Michigan Association of CPAs led 
efforts to provide resources to help families be financially prepared 
for the end of life.
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Visit Cedar Pub, 
The Gun TaVern 
and The rounduP 
from 6-8 pm 
for special drink menu

doors open at the 
aMerICan LeGIon 
at 8 pm for LIVe MuSIC 
from 9 pm until 1 am featuring

In THe red band
$5 for a wristband at the 
american Legion

See You THere, WearInG red 
to become part of HISTorY!

HaLFWaY To 
red FLanneL daY

First Annual

Saturday, april 23, 2016

American Legion1

2

3

4

The Roundup
TaveRn

Glen Hill Post 287

Gun
Tavern

Come see us  monday-friday 10-7 and saturday 10-3  

Office# 616-918-6677 

$8,995
• Great Gas   
   MileaGe
• ChroMe
   wheels
• CD/aux
• 80K Miles

2010 Pontiac 
G6 

• 88K Miles
• 2.4l 4Cyl.
• leather
• Moonroof
• 30MpG

 2011 chevrolet 
hhr lt

• power stroKe   
   Diesel
• fx4 4x4 
• leather
• Crew Cab

2010 Ford F250
Xlt SuPer duty

• 4 Cyl.
• 71,653 Miles
• Great Gas 
   MileaGe
• CD
• air

2013 Ford 
FuSion Se 

$12,450
• 4wD
• eCoboost 
 4Cyl 
• heateD 
 leather 
• 83K Miles 

2013 Ford
eScaPe Sel

$9,650

$17,995
• superCrew
• 4x4
• heateD 
   leather
• loaDeD

2007 Ford 
F-150 lariat

• leather
• V6
• Great riDe

2011 Buick 
lucerne cXl

$11,495

• 4x4
• V6
• well 
 MaintanineD
• sharp!

2008 Ford
eScaPe Xlt

$8,995

• blaCK pearl
• Gts
• 67K Miles 
• autoMatiC
• 3.4l 4Cyl
• harD to finD

2010 MitSuBiShi
lancer SPortBack

$9,950

$7,500
• 38MpG!
• 5 speeD
• hatChbaCK
• salsa reD

2013 chevrolet 
SPark

• 4Cyl
• CD/aux. 
• 104K Miles 
• Great Gas 
 MileaGe

2009 niSSan 
cuBe 

$7,550

$17,895

• Deep water 
 blue
• rear enter-
 tainMent
• alloy wheels
• 82K Miles
• sharp!

2010 dodGe
Grand caravan

$11,995 2012 Mazda 6 

• 2.5 4Cyl.
• 72K Miles
• CD
• 31 MpG.

• tuxeDo blaCK
• heateD  
 leather
• 4Cyl
• 33Mph
• Great Car!

2011 Ford
FuSion Sel

$9,495

$27,995

$10,900

Guaranteed finanCinG
SmartChoice Automotive

195 N MaiN St. Cedar SpriNgS, Mi 

Spring Sun, 
Here We Come

Sale

• 4 Door 
 hatChbaCK
• 1.6l 4Cyl 
• 38MpG! 

2011 Ford
FieSta Se

$6,995

• 4Cyl
• infinity  
 sounD
• alloy 
 wheels
• 96K Miles

2010 dodGe
Journey Se

$9,450

Call Brent or Chris tOdaY at 616.918.6677

EASY Financing for Everyone! Apply online at smartchoiceautomotive.com


