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Baby Chick Cupcakes

Prep time: 30 minutes
Servings: 24
1 package (12 ounces) white
confectionary coating wafers
1 cup (2 sticks) butter, softened
2 teaspoons McCormick Pure Vanilla
Extract
1 box (16 ounces) confectioners’ sugar
1 jar (7 ounces) marshmallow creme
1 teaspoon Sunflower color from
McCormick Color from Nature
Food Colors
2 tablespoons milk, plus additional
(optional)
48 unfrosted mini yellow cupcakes,
baked in white paper liners
sprinkles (optional)
additional McCormick Color from
Nature Food Colors (optional)
To make broken egg shell pieces: melt coating
wafers as directed on package. Spread on large
foil-lined baking sheet to 1/4-inch thickness.
Refrigerate about 10 minutes, or until firm.
Break into small, irregular pieces. Set aside.
In large bowl, beat butter with electric mixer
on medium speed until light and fluffy. Add
vanilla; mix well. Gradually beat in confectioners’ sugar, beating until well blended after
each addition, frequently scraping sides and
bottom of bowl. Beat in marshmallow creme
until well blended. In small bowl, stir food
color into milk until dissolved. Add colored
milk to frosting; beat until light and fluffy. Stir
in additional milk, as needed, to reach desired
consistency.
To decorate cupcakes: spoon frosting into
large pastry bag fitted with large round tip.
Pipe two dollops of frosting on top of each
other to form baby chick. If desired, insert
sprinkles into face for eyes and beak. Or tint
any remaining frosting with food colors to pipe
out eyes and beak.
Place coating wafer pieces around bottom of
baby chick to resemble broken egg shell.

Sports: page 10

CBDT installs clock tower near library Howard City
Sweet ideas for a
bright, seasonal spread

S

FAMILY FEATURES

By Judy Reed

The Community Building Development
Team installed a new clock tower at the corner
of Main and Maple Streets this week, a perfect
accent to the new Cedar Springs Community
Library.
According to CBDT president Kurt Mabie,
Dale Larson, of North Kent Mechanical, made
and donated the clock tower, which would
have cost the CBDT thousands of dollars to
purchase. The dark red paint perfectly matches the accent on the new library, as well as
the Cedar Springs Brewing Company across
the street.
Jerry Gebhardt, also of North Kent Mechanical, oversaw the design and building of the
tower, which is 20 feet high.
Mabie said the current clock faces are only
temporary, and they are working with the
American Legion to get other faces that may
honor veterans.

pring is blooming on your Easter table.
From yellow chick cupcakes to blueberry
French-toast casseroles, there are plenty of
ways to wow your brunch guests with simple
seasonal recipes.
“Between hiding eggs and preparing baskets, you
may be tempted to fall back on brunch basics like
pancakes and scrambled eggs, but that’s no fun,”
McCormick Executive Chef Kevan Vetter said. “With
simple pantry staples – like food color – and a little
planning the night before, you can enjoy a fun and
tasty holiday brunch.”
These simple tips from Vetter can help you transform a boring brunch into a colorful Easter feast.
n Waffle art is a fun way to get kids (and adults)
involved during breakfast time. Try tinting the
waffle batter orange by using McCormick Color
from Nature Food Colors. Cut them into wedges
hot out of the iron and pipe green frosting for the
stems to create these Carrot-Shaped Waffles.
n Making French toast for a crowd can be a hassle.
Instead, make a sweet breakfast casserole the night
before to pop in the oven Easter morning. Add
fresh, sweet-tart blueberries to celebrate spring.
n Rather than splurging on designer cupcakes, just
pipe yellow marshmallow creme on mini
cupcakes for a baby chick then decorate with
sprinkles for the nose and cut up wafers to look
like a hatching egg.
For more recipes and tips, check out McCormick.com
and visit McCormick Spice on Facebook and Pinterest.

Overnight Lemon Blueberry Muffin Casserole

The Village of
Howard City chose a
new Village Manager
at its meeting Monday evening, April 3.
The vote was 7-0 to select Michael Falcon, of Gladstone,
Michigan, as their new Village Manager. He has been employed at Northern Michigan University since 1999.
The Village Council interviewed four finalists for the position, and interviewed three of them last week, on March
27: Wally Delamater, Village Manager in Suttons Bay;
Charles Watson, a former Cedar Springs Mayor and City
Councilor; and Thomas Raymond, former Manager for the
Village of Lexington.
Falcon was interviewed Monday evening, April 3 at the
beginning of the meeting.
“All the finalists would be good choices for Howard
City, but Mr. Falcon stood out above the other candidates, with a great vision for Howard City,” remarked
Randal Heckman, who has been doing double duty
as Village President and Village Manager since 2014.
Heckman said that the background check is complete, and
that the next step would be drawing up his contract with the
Village attorney.
Falcon is slated to start working a couple days a week
starting in May, and then full time around June 1.

Red Flannel Festival names 2017
Grand Marshal
The Red Flannel Festival board
of directors has chosen Thomas Anderson, a long time Cedar
Springs attorney, as the 2017
Grand Marshal for the 78th annual
Red Flannel Festival.
Tom, who is now 82, was born in
Grand Rapids, but raised in northern Kent County. He graduated
high school from St. Patrick’s,
in Parnell, Michigan, which is in
Grattan Township. His father was
an attorney in Rockford, and Tom
decided to open up an office in
Cedar Springs. “I knew my father
got a lot of business from Cedar
Springs, so I thought it would be

brown sugar, flour and cinnamon.
Cover. Set aside until ready to
assemble in the morning.
To make Casserole: In large
bowl, mix together eggs, 1 cup
milk, 1/4 cup granulated sugar
and cinnamon with wire whisk
until well blended. Add bread
cubes; toss gently to coat. Pour
evenly into 13-by-9-inch baking
dish sprayed with nonstick
cooking spray.
In medium bowl, mix together
cream cheese, remaining milk
and sugar, and lemon extract
until well blended. Gently stir in
1 cup blueberries. Spread evenly
on top of bread cubes. Top with
remaining blueberries. Cover.
Refrigerate overnight.
Heat oven to 350 F.
Remove casserole from
refrigerator. Let stand 10-15
minutes.
Cut butter into Streusel
Topping mixture with pastry
blender or two knives until
mixture resembles coarse
crumbs. Sprinkle over casserole.
Bake 30 minutes, or until golden
brown. Let stand 5 minutes
before serving.

Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 20 minutes
Servings: 6
Nonstick cooking spray
2 cups all-purpose waffle and
baking mix
1 1/3 cups milk
1 egg
2 tablespoons vegetable oil
3 teaspoons McCormick Pure Vanilla
Extract, divided
1 1/4 teaspoons Sunflower color from
McCormick Color from Nature
Food Colors, divided
1 teaspoon Berry color from
McCormick Color from Nature
Food Colors
1/2 teaspoon Sky Blue color from
McCormick Color from Nature
Food Colors
1 cup heavy cream
1/4 cup confectioners’ sugar
Heat round waffle iron. Spray with nonstick
cooking spray. In medium bowl, mix together
waffle mix, milk, egg, oil, 2 teaspoons vanilla
and 1 teaspoon each sunflower and berry colors
until blended. Let batter stand 5 minutes to
allow color to fully develop.
Pour about 1/3 cup batter onto center of
waffle iron. Close lid. Cook about 3 minutes,
or until no longer steaming. Carefully remove
waffle. Repeat with remaining batter. Cut each
waffle into 8 triangles. Set aside.
In another medium bowl, stir sky blue color
and remaining sunflower color into cream. Add
confectioners’ sugar and remaining vanilla;
beat with electric mixer on high speed until
stiff peaks form. Spoon into re-sealable plastic
bag. Cut piece off one bottom corner.
To decorate and serve waffles, place waffle
triangles onto serving plates and pipe green
colored cream on wide side of each triangle to
resemble carrot tops.

By Judy Reed

Post photos by J. Reed.

a good idea,” he explained.
And it was. He opened up his
office here in 1961, and continued
working until he sold it in 2011—
50 years later. During that time,
he worked as Cedar Springs City
attorney for many years, served as
Kent City’s attorney for 30 years,
and was attorney for the Village
of Morley.
In 1963, Tom began announcing the Red Flannel Parade, and
continued through 1990.
In 1962 he became a Rotarian, and has been one now for 55
years. Most years you can find
him working at the Rotary Chicken BBQ on Red Flannel Day.
How does Tom feel about be-

Carrot-Shaped Waffles

Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 30 minutes
Servings: 12
Streusel Topping:
1/2 cup firmly packed light
brown sugar
1/2 cup flour
2 teaspoons McCormick
Cinnamon, Ground
1/4 cup (1/2 stick) cold
butter, cut into chunks
Casserole:
6 eggs
1 cup, plus 2 tablespoons,
milk, divided
1/4 cup, plus 2 tablespoons,
granulated sugar,
divided
1 teaspoon McCormick
Cinnamon, Ground
1 loaf French bread, cut
into 1-inch cubes
nonstick cooking spray
1 package (8 ounces)
cream cheese, softened
1 tablespoon McCormick
Pure Lemon Extract
2 cups blueberries,
divided
To make Streusel Topping: In
medium bowl, mix together

A new clock tower was installed this week on the
northwest corner of Main and W. Maple St.

By Judy Reed

chooses new
Village Manager

ing selected as Grand Marshal? “I
was surprised,” he said. “I guess
it’s a good thing. I thought they
had forgotten me.”
Not by a long shot.
“The Festival is extremely
proud and thankful for the many
years of Tom’s outstanding dedication to the Cedar Springs community,” said Randy VanDuyn,
President of the Festival. “It’s
very obvious Tom loves the Red
Flannel Town, and especially the
Red Flannel Festival! The Red
Flannel Town is a better place because of his involvement and extraordinary volunteerism!”
Tom’s family also has close
ties to Cedar Springs and Red

Flannel. His wife, Jean,
taught at Cedar Springs
Public Schools for 30
years. And the couple’s
three children all went to
Tri County High School,
participated in band
all four years, and all
marched in the Red Flannel parades.
This year’s Red Flannel Festival weekends
will be September 30
and October 7. Anderson will reign this year, Tom Anderson will be the 2017 Grand Marshal of
the Festival’s 78th, over the Red Flannel Festival. Courtesy photo.
the two weekends of the
15th oldest Festival in the state of nel warmth of our community to
Michigan, sharing the Red Flan- visitors and residents.
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Friends of Library hold
Quilt fundraiser
The Friends of the Cedar Springs Library held their 5th annual quilt show
fundraiser on Saturday, March 18, at Cedar Springs Middle School.
Louise King and Barb Grutter chaired the event.
The Friends raffled off a beautiful quilt that was designed by Grutter,
pieced by King, and quilted by Nancy May of Aerie Quilting. The winner of
the quilt was Kat Ponte.
There were also awards for quilts entered at the show.
Deb Gasped was the winner in the King/Queen category. She made an
85x96 inch bed quilt named Starry Night.
The winner in the Table topper/tote category was Deb Westveer with her
Christmas table runner.

Deb Gasped was winner in the King/Queen category.
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Kat Pont, right, with Louise King, left, was the
winner of the quilt that was raffled off at the library fundraiser.

Sherri Pipenger was winner in the Full/Twin
category.

Winner from the Full/Twin category was Sherri Pipenger.
She made an embroidered red work quilt from the pattern
American Jane’s Playmates.
Pipenger also won the Crib/Wall-Hanging category with
a wool applique quilt. She used the Elegant Garden pattern
by Edyta Sitar.
All proceeds go to fund the new Cedar Springs Library.

36 E. Maple, P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, Michigan 49319,

phone: 616-696-3655 • fax 616-696-9010

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

Brauhaus
&
Restaurant

Sherri Pipenger was also winner in the crib/
wall hanging category.

95 North MaiN | Cedar SpriNGS
CSBreW.CoM | (616) 696-Beer

Our April Fools
edition was last week,
and the lucky winner in our fast cash
contest was Felicia
Smith, of Nelson
Township.
To get in the drawing for the contest,
readers had to correctly identify five
fake stories and the
fake ad. The stories
included The tale
of two barbers; The
new 51st state; KayFelicia Smith, of Nelson Township, was
aking comes to Cedar our April Fools fast cash winner.
Springs; New trolley
set for Rockford-Cedar Springs route; and The eagle has
landed. The fake ad was Learn to fly drones.
We had a few little “Easter eggs” too, such as the Post
highlights, the masthead with fake titles, and the Post advertising policy. But as long as you got the fake stories and
ad, you were in the drawing!
Congratulations to Felicia on winning the $20, and
thanks to everyone who played! We look forward to doing
it again next year!

Locker rooms at Skinner Field vandalized
By Judy Reed

Vandals have once again taken aim at Skinner Field, this
time vandalizing the outside of the locker room with graffiti.
According to Jerry Gross, a member of Friends of Skinner Field, the damage was discovered Wednesday, March
29. He said it cannot be washed off, and will need to be
repainted. No one reported seeing the crime.
“They (the vandals) are defacing public property,” said
Gross. “Skinner Field belongs to the City, and we oversee
the property and are trying to keep it nice. We would really
like to ask for the public’s assistance with that.”
The Skinner Field concession stand and several outbuildings were also broken into last fall. No one reported hearing
anything at that time either, though there would’ve been
some noise to break open the back door. The suspects were
caught after police distributed surveillance footage of them
that was taken inside the concession stand.

Why is Skinner Field important?

The short answer is that it is a piece of Cedar Springs
history and worth preserving.
Skinner Field was named after J.A. (Bert) Skinner, a
leading citizen and businessman. He owned Skinner’s Drug
Store, which was located at 43 S. Main Street, the vacant lot
where we now hold the Christmas tree lighting. According
to the Cedar Springs Story by Sue Harrison and Donna DeJonge, Skinner started work at the age of 13 in a local drug

store, and later set a record as the youngest person to pass
the state pharmaceutical board. He was given his pharmaceutical license when he turned 18.
Skinner served as village president for 25 years, and was
president of the board of education for 25 years. He was
a state senator for two terms, and involved in Republican
politics all during his life. On Friday, July 6, 1948, the Village of Cedar Springs paid tribute to Bert Skinner, and part
of the tribute was the dedication of Cedar Springs Public
School’s lighted athletic field, on the west side of Morley
Park.
In 1991, a gift was given to the school district, to construct a running track at the field. An agreement signed by
both the school and city made it available for both school
athletic events and the community to run on. It was created
partly on school property and partly on city property, with
the school district responsible for maintenance for a period
of 99 years, or until they relocated the field and running
track, which they did, in the mid-2000s, when they built
Red Hawk Stadium. The City later took ownership, but did
not have the money to maintain it. The Friends of Skinner
Field was formed, and they have renovated the field, which
hosts many athletic events, including Rocket football.
If you see or hear anything suspicious at Skinner Field,
please contact the Kent County Sheriff Department by calling 911. If you know anything about the vandalism, you
may contact non-emergency dispatch at (616) 632-6100
and ask for an officer to take a report.

Two pediatric flu deaths confirmed in Michigan

First of the 2016-2017 season
The Michigan Department of Health and Human
Services recently confirmed
the first two influenza-associated pediatric deaths of

from northern Michigan
in District Health Department 10, which includes 10
northern Michigan counties.
Although this flu season
has been moderate in Michigan so far, flu viruses are
circulating in the community and can cause serious
illness, hospitalization, and
death. MDHHS strongly
recommends that everyone
6 months of age and older
get a seasonal flu vaccine.
“The flu vaccine this
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the 2016-2017 flu season.
Influenza claims the lives of
children every year across
the United States, which is
why MDHHS is reminding

residents that it’s not too
late to get vaccinated for
protection this season.
The reported deaths involve one child from Kalamazoo County, and one
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Anniversary of deadly tornado
outbreak in Michigan
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By Judy Reed

This past Monday, April
3, was the 61st anniversary
of the worst tornado outbreak in western Michigan,
which spawned the Hudsonville/Standale tornado,
one of the few F5 tornadoes
ever in the state. Several
other tornadoes occurred
that day, including an F4
and an F3.
The Hudsonville/Standale tornado traveled a 48mile path from Vriesland
(just east of Zeeland) to
Trufant on April 3, 1956 in
just one hour. It was as wide
as four football fields at one
point, according to meteorologist Bill Steffen. There
were 17 deaths and 340 injuries.
It was photographed near
Baldwin and 28th in Hud-

Outdoors........................................ page 7
Easter....................................... pages 8-9
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The
sonville, from about 2 miles
south. The photo shows
a large tornado funnel, in
contact with the ground,
along with the yellow sky

and greenish storm clouds
that were mentioned by
many eyewitnesses.
Do you remember this
tornado? Please send us

an email at news@cedarspringspost.com, or send us
a letter to PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319 with
what you remember.

Tornado/high winds warning sirens start
testing Friday
April 16-22 is Michigan Severe Weather
Awareness Week

In 2016, the August 20 tornado outbreak across West Michigan
caused over five million dollars in damage. The National Weather
Service determined that six tornadoes touched down in a matter of
hours, including two EF0 tornadoes in Grandville, Wyoming and
Grand Rapids. The State of Michigan was hit by 16 tornadoes last
year, just slightly higher than the average 15 per year. Kent County has a system of sirens to alert residents of high winds or tornadoes. Starting Friday, April 7, 2017 and continuing on the first
Friday of every month at 12:00 noon through October, tornado
alarm testing will be heard in Kent County homes and businesses.
It is important to plan in advance for disasters to know how you
and your family will get to a safe place, how to contact each other and what to do in different situations. “Traffic was a dilemma
in the initial hours after the tornadoes hit Kent County last August,” said Jack Stewart, Kent County Emergency Management
Coordinator. “Trees and debris in roadways made getting around
difficult. Determine a location where you will meet your family
during an emergency, both near your house and further away, in

American Legion
donates to food
pantry

case your neighborhood streets are closed.”
If a disaster occurs, it may be easier to make a phone call to
a designated out-of-town contact, as phone lines may be overwhelmed. Make sure that person is aware that he or she is the
designated contact. Pet owners should have a disaster plan for pets
as well. This is a great time to review severe weather plans, refresh
supplies and make sure preparations are complete. Check flashlights and stock up on fresh batteries. Homes should have enough
fresh drinking water and canned food items for three days, a can
opener, an all-weather radio, and a first aid kit.
If you don’t hear the sirens April 7, 2017 at noon, please contact
your local township or city office. Be vigilant whenever severe
weather is in the forecast. While no location is completely safe
from a tornado or severe thunderstorm, it is important to seek all
possible protection. For more about severe weather, go to http://
www.michigan.gov/documents/msp/SWApacket_554981_7.pdf.
Smartphone apps are available that will provide notification of
weather watches and warnings. Severe weather watch means the
potential exists for the development of storms/tornadoes, so be
mindful of changing conditions. Severe weather warning mean
that storms are imminent or occurring. Move indoors to a place of
safety. If it is a Tornado Warning, take shelter in a location on the
lowest level of the building, such as the basement, or in a small,
windowless room at the innermost part of the building.
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Odyssey of the Mind state finals
Three Odyssey of the Mind teams from Cedar View
Elementary traveled to Thornapple Kellogg High School
on Saturday, March 18, to compete in the state finals.
The team that competed in Odd-a-bot Div I (the robot
problem) finished fifth.
The team that competed in the problem It’s time,
OMER Div I finished 10th.
The team that competed in Catch us if you can Div I
finished 9th.
“It was a very tough competition at this level,” remarked Michelle Wiles, one of the team coaches. “We
are very proud of all their hard work, team building
skills, and creative minds put to work in a new challenging way.”

Odyssey of the Mind Team that did Odd-a-bot: Coryn Wiles, Ember
Briggs, Brielle Sarniak, Walker Glyshaw, Nathanael Slager, Devin Jobson, and Silas Cartwright, all in 5th grade.

The American Legion Post #287 gave a check for $500.00
to the Cedar Springs Community Food Pantry in January as
part of the Legion Service program. The Food Pantry offers
groceries and personal care items for the needy members
of our area. Pictured are Gordon Frost, Post Chaplain, Bill
Yuncker, Post Commander, Steve Lindeman, former pastor
of the Cedar Springs United Methodist Church, where the
Pantry is located, and Paul Schrier, Post Finance Officer.

Odyssey of the Mind that did It’s time, OMER: Dominic Vanderhyde and
Michael Stevens, 4th grade; and Emily Stevens, Kendall Fisk, Alana
Wiles, Jeremiah Slager, Logan Redes, 3rd grade.

Odyssey of the mind team that did Catch us if you can was Kyla
Robinson, Derek Bordeaux, Kaden Kirkwood, Riley Robb, all in
5th grade; and Gavin Kirkwood in 4th grade.
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Pastor Darryl Miller
Sand Lake/South Ensley
United Methodist churches
616-636-5659

On being different

Acts 10:34-35 Common English Bible: “34 Peter said, “I
really am learning that God doesn’t show partiality to one
group of people over another. 35 Rather, in every nation,
whoever worships him and does what is right is acceptable
to him”.
One of my favorite quotes is from Albert Einstein: “Everyone is a genius, but if you judge a fish on its ability to
climb a tree it will live out the rest of its life believing that
it is stupid.” This is a profound statement and it is very relevant today. Far too many people compare themselves to
others and judge their worth by that comparison. You have
probably heard it before. “I could never sing as well as she
does or I wish I could play piano like he does. He is such
a great speaker; I could never speak like that.” And so on.

The truth is that if you could sing, play, or speak as well as
those others, you would not be able to offer your talents;
you would just be a copy of those others. God made us all
different, and that is a great thing!
The bible tells us that we are all different parts of One
Body and that the different parts work together to glorify
God. This tells us how important it is to be aware that God
made you the way you are for a reason. We all have different experiences and abilities. When we come together, we
can do so much more than if we worked alone. For example: I play bass guitar but do not sing. That alone would
get boring fast, but if we add a guitar player, a drummer,
and some who are good at singing, soon we are making
worshipful music together. By being a team of people with
different abilities, we can build a community. We do the
same with the community of believers. By using our different experiences and our different abilities, we can share
God with lots of different people.
You may think that you do not have talents or abilities
but if you allow others to help you discover them, you will
be surprised. The best part is that God made you that way
for a purpose. More than once, I have asked members of
our churches to take on a task and they hesitated, saying
that they were not qualified or able to do what would be
required of them. However, as they grew into the job, it
became clear that they had a real talent in that area and they
excelled in it.
Don’t compare yourself to others. Be the person that God
made you to be and be that person for God.

ChurchDirectory
SAND LAKE

TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI 49319 616-696-9333
Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673

Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am
Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
Worship
11 a.m.
Senior Pastor,
Rev. Chadrick
Brown
22 Mile Road

Wesleyan Church
org
616-696-3229
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

M-46

Algoma Ave.

Cedar Springs

US-131

S. to G.R.

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
Pastor Doug DiBell
SummerDoug
Worship
- 10AM
Pastor
DiBell
&
Senior
Pastor
Tom
Holloway
Pastor Tom
Holloway,
Music/Youth
June-August
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
616-696-3229

St. John Paul II Parish

A Welcoming Catholic Church
3110 17 Mile Road | Cedar Springs, MI | 696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2-mqa.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com
696-3560









sunday Worship: 10 aM

enhance
fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f







Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm
Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh

Pastor Craig S. Carter

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta, MI 49345

616.550.6398

Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
Nursery & Children Ministry Provided
www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY

West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.
MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

Cedar Springs Christian Church

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

SundayS:
10:30 a.M.

MondayS:
open prayer
7-8 pM

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180

*NOT affiliated with
Creative Technologies
Academy (CTA)

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)
Phone: 696-9120
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Cedar Springs
United
Methodist
Church
Cedar Springs
United
Methodist
Church

Pastor David Vander Meer

5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Pastor Jane Duffey
Pastor
Jane
Duffey 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m.
• Coffee
Fellowship:
Sunday Worship
Service:
10:15
a.m.
 Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.
Supervised
Nursery
Care
Provided
Supervised
Nursery Care
Provided
Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm
dinner, 6:20-7:00pm
Christian
Education

Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education

Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm

(Sept. - March)

Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

www.rockfordsprings.org

Sunday WorShip
9:30am • 5:00pm

west michigan

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

Publish
Your

• Birth Announcement
• Wedding Announcement
• Engagement
• Anniversary *
• Congratulations
• In Memory *
• Thank you
in

Rockford Springs Community Church

S.St.,
Main
Box KSprings
, Cedar Springs
140 S.140
Main
POSt.,
BoxPO
K, Cedar
616-696-1140

www.cedarspringsumc.org
616-696-1140
• www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

(Since 1946) Non-Denominational
pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm
Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM

Mary Queen of Apostles Church

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

N. to Sand Lake

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
19 Mile Road

www.scwchurch.org

Rosemary Hatfield, 65 of
Sand Lake, died Wednesday,
March 29, 2017 at Spectrum
Health
–
Butterworth
Campus. Rosemary was
born April 14, 1951 in
Grand Rapids, Michigan
the daughter of Kenneth and
Virginia (Smith) Johnson.
She enjoyed shopping at
Dollar Stores and Goodwill
and was very proud of her
children,
grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. Surviving are her daughters,
Kimberly (Mark) Cooper, Michelle (Bob Hardin) Feikema;
grandchildren, Ashlie (Glenn Ross) Feikema, Amanda
(Richard) Oliver, Matthew Cooper; great-grandchildren,
Maddelyn and Sebastian Oliver; sister, Carol (Larry)
Sawyer; nieces, Lisa (Shawn) Scott, Shannon (David)
Swan. She was preceded in death by her husband, Nathan
in 2014. The family greeted friends Monday, April 3rd from
11:00 a.m. until time of service at 1:00 p.m. at the BlissWitters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. Pastor Eva
Walter officiating.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home,
Cedar Springs

Worship: Sunday 10:45 am & 3rd Saturday 7 pm
Sunday School 9:30 am Nursery & Children’s Church during message
*Sunday 12:30 pm Youth *Tuesday Celebrate Recovery 6:30-8:30 pm
*Wednesday Kidzone 6-7:30 pm *Thursday Open Prayer 10:30 am & 7 pm

HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Service
10 am
Solon Time:
Center

ROSEMARY HATFIELD

Bliss-Witters & Pike

H I L L C R E S T Community Church of God

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd.


866-4298
Interim
Pastor: Bill Johnson

coumc.weebly.com
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church of Chris

FREE
Correspondence

Course
AvAilAblE
Meeting at the corner of Park & Elm St., Cedar Springs
Sunday Worship: 11am
(616) 975-2778
Sunday Bible Class: 12:30pm
Wednesday Bible Study: 7pm westmichcofc10@yahoo.com

for only $20
without photo
$25 with photo
($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit

*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject
to additional fees by length.

O bituary
Church
hankyou!
Deaths
T
Connection
A nnouncement
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It’s the little things
in life that determine
the big things.

...continued from page 2

E ngagement
B irth
A nniversary
W edding
M emorial
O bituary
T hankyou!
A nnouncement

90th Birthday
CLARK “RED” ROBINSON
Wanted: Family, Friends and Neighbors of Clark “Red”
Robinson. Please come and help celebrate his 90th Birthday!
Enjoy the festivities on April 15th beginning at 2 pm to ?
Pierson Village Hall, 190 W. Grand St., Pierson, MI 49339.
SSSHHH! We are trying to make it a SURPRISE!

of the positive influenza specimens confirmed by MDHHS
Bureau of Laboratories this flu season have been an H3N2
virus. This virus can cause severe flu infections in children,
as well as in young- and middle-aged adults. Flu vaccine is
the best way to prevent getting the flu and can also reduce
the severity of flu illness.
Vaccine is especially important for persons at increased
risk for complications from flu, including children, adults
aged 65 years and older, persons of any age with underlying medical conditions, and pregnant women. Children less
...Thou hast been faithful over a few things, I
than 6 months of age are too young to be vaccinated and
need to be protected by vaccination of their close contacts,
will make thee ruler over many things: enter
including parents, siblings, grandparents, child care workthou into the joy of thy Lord.
ers, and healthcare personnel.
Matthew 25:21b
In the 2015-2016 flu season, only 42.2 percent of Michigan residents were vaccinated against flu, putting MichiFrom God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books
gan in 42nd place in the country. MDHHS urges residents
to make sure they protect
themselves and their families against getting flu this
season.
There is still plenty of flu
vaccine available. To find
flu vaccine near you, call
your healthcare provider,
Call A Place for Mom. Our
local health department, or
check the Health Map VacAdvisors are trusted, local experts
“You can trust
cine Finder at http://flushot.
A Place for Mom
who can help you understand
healthmap.org. For more into help you.”
your options. Since 2000, we’ve
formation about the flu, visit
– Joan Lunden
www.michigan.gov/flu.
helped over one million families

Finding Senior Housing can be
complex, but it doesn’t have to be.

find senior living solutions that
meet their unique needs.

ARTHUR EMORY CAMPBELL
Arthur
Emory
(Pete)
Campbell, age 89, passed
away
peacefully
on
Saturday, March 25, 2017.
Pete proudly served his
country while in the U.S.
Navy. He will be lovingly
remembered by his wife,
Joyce; children, Denise
& Jim Lockridge, Gary
& Linda Campbell, Todd & Jody Campbell, Kevin &
Teresa Campbell, Julie & Bill Jackomino, Lee & Becky
Campbell; 31 grandchildren; many great and great-greatgrandchildren; brothers, Paul & Linda, Ted; sisters, Linda
Misner, Judy Laso; several nieces and nephews. Funeral
Services were held on Thursday, March 30, 2017 at 1:00
p.m. at Plainfield Christian Church with Rev. Bruce Wilson
Officiating. Military honors under the Auspices of the Kent
County Honor Guard. Interment Solon Township Cemetery.
Those who wish may make memorial contributions to
Plainfield Christian Church.

A Free Service for Families.

Call: (888) 648-7509

The Cedar Springs
Post Newspaper

A Place for Mom is the nation’s largest senior living referral information service.
We do not own, operate, endorse or recommend any senior living community.
We are paid by partner communities, so our services are completely free to families.

Newspaper
4,290 Likes

Visit us at
www.facebook.com

The Average
Funeral Costs
More Than $8,300
Is that really a burden
you want to leave
to your family?

Planning for final expenses can be difficult,
but it doesn’t have to be.

Every Life Tells A Story...

Church Connection
is online @

www.cedarspringspost.com

If you’re between the ages of
50 and 85, start planning now.

• There is no medical exam even with
preexisting conditions.

For as little as $1 A DAY you
can protect your family and
loved ones from the financial
stress of paying for your
funeral in their time of grief.

• Your rate will never increase.
• Your benefits will never decrease and
your policy is guaranteed for life.
• No restrictions on how your family
can use the money.

Call today to learn more about a benefit plan that is right for you and your family and
we will send you a free Family Planning Guide, which helps plan your final wishes.
And for a limited time you also receive a National Prescription Savings Card to help
you save money on prescriptions.

Call 855-687-4902

Open Mon - Thurs 9am – 7pm CST; Fri 9am 5pm CST; Sat 9am - 2pm CST; Closed Sundays

Not available in the State of New York

The Cedar Springs Post
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Arts/entertainment

H

ometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows.
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name
and phone number for any questions we may have.

Bunco at Rockford Masonic Lodge

Apr. 7: Join us for Bunco on the first Friday of each month
(April 7, May 5, etc.) 6 pm at the Rockford Masonic Lodge,
1430 Northland Dr. (across from Bell Furniture). $5 donation
requested to play – bring a friend the first time free! Bring a
snack to share at break time if you wish. Join us for lots of fun,
fellowship, prizes and a 50/50 raffle each night. Sponsored by
the Rockford Order of the Eastern Star. Everyone welcome!
Questions? Call: Dixie 616-437-7445. #14

Praise the Lord at Cowboy Church

Apr. 9: 2nd Chance will be having Cowboy Church on Sunday,
April 9th at 6 pm. It will be at 2nd Chance School at 810 – 17
Mile Rd. Cedar Springs (corner of 17 Mile and Olin Lakes
Rd). The message and music will be shared by Gilbert Morris
and his guitar from Greenville, Michigan. Invite your family
and friends. Cowboy Church will be every 2nd and 4th Sunday
of the month. Each service will have different people sharing
God’s word and music. Cowboy Church will introduce you to
2nd Chance and its vision. The school is in the building stage,
which when completed, will teach troubled teens through God
and the horse. If you have questions, call 616-293-2150. See
you there! #14p

now Showing
DIGITAL Movies at the

ONLY

$

Easter Egg Hunt and Brunch at HCNC

Apr. 15: The 7th Annual Easter Hunt with Pancake Brunch for
Howard Christensen Nature Center will be held on Saturday,
April 15th from noon to 2 pm. Brunch is served from noon to
2 pm and the Easter Egg Hunt begins promptly for all ages
at 2 pm. Brunch is $5 per person or $15 per family of 4 or
more and includes the Easter Egg Hunt. Easter Egg Hunting
only is $1 per egg hunter. HCNC members: $3 pancakes, free
Egg hunting. 16160 Red Pine Drive, Kent City, 616-675-3158,
registration online at www.HowardChristensen.org. #14

Mystery Dinner Theater @ Solon Center

Apr. 21: Solon Center Wesleyan and the Cedar Springs
Community Players will present “ Awesome 80’s Prom”
Mystery Dinner Theater on Friday, April 21st. Doors open at
6 pm. Tickets: $15 single or $25 couples. For tickets call 616263-9573. Solon Center Wesleyan Church, 15671 Algoma
Ave. Cedar Springs. #14,15p

3.00

LiVe on sta

ApriL 14-16

Apr. 15: An Easter Egg-Stravaganza, a celebration for children
will be held on Saturday, April 15th at the Solon Center
Wesleyan Church. There’ll be hot dogs, candy, and an Easter
Egg Hunt with 4,000 candy filled Easter Eggs! On display will
be a Solon Township fire truck, Michigan State & Kent County
Sheriff police cruisers and some hot rods. Registration begins
at 11 am, and egg hunts will take place for all children 10 years
and under beginning at Noon. Two bikes donated by Meijer
will be given as grand prizes!! For more information go to:
www.scwchurch.org or call the church office at 696-3229. The
church is located at 15671 Algoma Avenue, just north of 19
Mile Road. All families welcome! #14,15p

Movie Tickets

616-696-SHOW
7469
coming soon:

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com

Easter Egg-Stravaganza @ Solon Center

A Rose
of a Play

ApriL 21-22

JOKE
o Week
f the

Walking recovery

An old fellow came into the hospital truly on death’s
door due to an infected gallbladder. The surgeon who
removed the gallbladder was adamant that his patients
get up and walk in the hall the day after surgery, to help
prevent blood clots forming in the leg veins. The nurses
walked the patient in the hall as ordered, and after the
third day the nurse told how he complained bitterly each
time they did. The surgeon told them to keep walking
him.
After a week, the patient was ready to go. His family
came to pick him up and thanked the surgeon profusely
for what he had done for their father. The surgeon was
pleased and appreciated the thanks, but told them that it
was really a simple operation and they had been lucky
to get him in time.
“But doctor, you don’t understand,” they said, “Dad
hasn’t walked in over a year!”

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

classic kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

Library

Directory

Apr. 26, 27: The Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
Women is hosting their Spring Rummage Sale in the
Fellowship Hall on Wednesday, April 26th from 9 am to 7 pm
and Thursday, April 27th from 9 am to 2 pm. There will be a
bag sale on Thursday. The church is located on the corner of
Main and Church Streets. Proceeds go toward their mission
projects. #14,15p

aPril 7 • 8 • 9

Friday:
6:00PM • 9:00PM
saturday: 3:00PM • 6:00PM • 9:00PM
sunday:
3:00PM • 6:00PM

Apr. 15: The Cedar Springs Lions Club’s Pancake Breakfast
will be held this Saturday, April 15th from 7 – 11 am at the
Cedar Springs United Methodist Church, on the corner of
Main and Church. Adults $8 and Family $25. Pancakes, eggs,
bacon, sausage, hash browns, juice, coffee. All you can eat.
The last planned date is April 16th. Proceeds to assist sight
conservation. #14

Spring Rummage Sale

Kent theatre

showtimes:

Lions Club Pancake Breakfast

ge

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

at

Courtland-Oakfield
United Methodist
Church

10295 Myers Lake Avenue NE • Just south of M-57

FridAy, ApriL 7 - 4:30-7:30 pM

Battered Fried Fish, Baked Potato or
Fresh-Cut French Fries, Cole Slaw,
Coffee & Punch, Dessert
Eat in or carry out.

3-piece
2-piece
616-866-4298 1-piece

$9
$7
$5

SPENCER TOWNSHIP BRANCH
14960 Meddler Ave.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free)
Monday & Wednesday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 5:00 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM

NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free)
Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM
43 West Cherry St
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-1910

email: ced@llcoop.org
Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, & Friday 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Wednesday 10:00 am - 7:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am -1:00 pm

http://cedarspringslibrary.org
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Outdoors

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Big Trip

We have the itch to travel come spring.
What about food along the way? Where will
we stay? Do we have good directions? Will
we find affordable lodging? What if we encounter high wind storms or tornadoes? How
will we spend time besides traveling? Will
others help us find food, lodging, water, and
the best stopping locations?
In nature niches, the answers mean life and
death. Perhaps it would be best not to migrate and stay in a warm region near the low
latitudes of South Florida or Central America. It is important for birds to risk their lives
to travel to mid and high latitudes. If not, survival of their species would be at greater risk
of extinction.
During the winter, food, shelter, and water
are limited resources in the far north. One
species, the Arctic Tern, flies from the North
Pole region to the South Pole region where
it experiences 24-hour summer daylight.
During the arduous long trip, it experiences
night and many survival challenges. All migrating species face conditions that reduce
survival chances. This past year I took a pelagic boat trip into the ocean to view birds
that do not come to land except to nest. Species, like gulls, that frequent land also venture out to sea.
A Savannah Sparrow was flying ten miles
from shore cutting across expansive open
water with distant land in view. Two California Gulls saw it and thought lunch. They
pursued the bird and tried to nab it from the
air. The sparrow was about 30 feet above water on a beautiful calm warm weather day.
When a gull swooped to take the bird from
the air, the sparrow quickly dropped down
and slipped behind the gull out of reach of
its bill. The second gull gave it try. I was
rooting for the sparrow’s survival and hoped
the gulls would find a meal elsewhere. The
drama continued until we were out of sight
of the trio. The best I could do was to offer a
prayer for the sparrow to safely reach shore
and shelter.
Such drama is commonplace for birds on
migration. Most song birds are night migrators and the dark provides cover for safer
travel. When light arrives, it is important to
settle in protective thick vegetation. If birds
are over one of the Great Lakes, they might
experience the challenge faced by the Savannah Sparrow.
When a bird has flapped its wings all night,
it has consumed stored fat and hunger will be
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high. Some birds
are so focused on
Ranger Steve Mueller
destination, they
think little about
food. I banded birds with Dr. Dwain Warner
in the Big Bog of northern Minnesota near
Red Lake and the Canadian border. The bog
is over 100 miles across. Warblers on their
way south from Canada stop in the Big Bog
to replenish fat reserves. By the time, they
get as far south as the bog, they have lost half
their weight. After gorging for a few days
and doubling weight, they resume travel on
their big trip. It was found they fly without
feeding much until thy arrive in Louisiana
swamps where insects are abundant. They
have lost half their weight again and must
replenish fat before continuing the trip.
Avoidance of predators and hunger are
only two migration perils. Storms can knock
a small bird out of the air. My friend Donna
Hickey told me about a tiny Golden-crowned
Kinglet that had been knocked into the water of Lake Superior by a storm. It washed
to shore alive. On shore, it took flight and
flew up under her sister’s blouse and startled
her. She slapped it from the blouse and the
bird fell dead on the beach. They brought the
bird to me to stuff for museum educational
display.
What would make it worth the hazards to
fly great distances? Breeding success is paramount. Daylight in the tropics is only about
12 to 14 hours. In the Arctic summer, it is
light for 24 hours and in Michigan it is about
16 to 18 hours. Tremendous feeding on insects can occur during long daylight. Mosquitoes can cover and darken exposed skin in
seconds. Insect populations fill high latitude
habitats. When I was doing insect research
above the Arctic Circle, a Say’s Phoebe was
feeding every time I observed her during a
24-hour period. I presume she took short
“catnaps.” It is easier to raise a family there
than in the tropics. Greater diversity of insect
species exists in the tropics but great population abundance is found in the arctic summer. That is one of the most important values
for risking long spring migration to favored
breeding grounds where days are long.
Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed to Ranger Steve
(Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody
Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland
Dr. Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616696-1753.

What to do if you find a
bird nest in your yard
From the Michigan DNR

Michigan residents
may get a surprise this
spring in their gardens,
flower boxes or even
in the landscaping
by their office buildings. Bird nests can be
found in some unusual
locations.
Ducks nests, particularly mallard nests,
seem to appear just
about everywhere in
the spring. Female Goslings are a common sight in Michigan in the spring.
Similar to mallards, Can- baby birds on the ground afmallards often build
nests in landscaping, gar- ada geese will lead their ter an attempt to fly. If this
dens or other locations that young to water soon after is the case, please do not
people may consider inap- they hatch. Adult geese can touch them. Their parents
propriate. While finding a be quite protective of their will continue to take care of
duck’s nest in an unexpect- nests and their goslings and them, even when they are
ed location may be a sur- may chase people or pets on the ground.
Touching a baby bird
prise, there is no need for away by hissing and running
or
flying
toward
the
will
not cause the adults to
concern.
intruder.
If
possible,
try
to
abandon
it; however, if you
“She will be a very quiavoid
the
area.
If
this
is
not
move
a
baby
bird, the paret neighbor, and with her
possible,
carry
an
umbrella
ents
may
be
unable
to find
cryptic coloration she may
and
gently
scare
the
bird
and
care
for
it.
It
is
better
to
go largely unnoticed,” said
away.
leave
the
baby
bird
alone
to
Holly Vaughn, Department
Those fortunate enough be raised by its parents.
of Natural Resources wildto
have a bird’s nest built
In the event that you
life communications coorin
their
yard,
in
a
tree,
or
find
a chick on the ground
dinator. “Leave the duck
on
the
ground,
may
have
that
is sparsely feathered,
alone and try to keep dogs,
noticed
that
the
baby
birds
it
may
have accidentally
cats and children away from
are
starting
to
outgrow
their
fallen
from
the nest before
the nest.”
nests.
Baby
birds
learn
to
fly
it
is
ready
to
fledge (learn
If she is successful and
through
trial
and
error.
They
to
fly).
If
you
know where
her eggs hatch, the mother
may
feel
they
are
ready
to
the
nest
is,
you
can put the
duck will lead her ducklings
fly,
but
their
flight
feathers
chick
back
in
the
nest only
to the nearest body of water,
might
not
have
fully
grown
if
you
can
do
so
safely.
often the day they hatch.
“Don’t worry if you do in yet. It is common to find
Nest - continues on page ?
not live near water, the
mother duck knows where
to take her ducklings to find
it,” said Vaughn.
Howard Christensen Nature Center
The female mallard will
sit on the nest for about
a month prior to the eggs
hatching. If the nest fails
Saturday, April 22
on its own—something that
6:00 to 9:00 p.m.
happens regularly—Vaughn
• Food
advises to just wish her luck
• Live Music by SwingTooth
on her next attempt.
• Presentations
Canada geese sometimes
build nests near houses or
• Silent Auction
in parks, often near water.
$30/ticket

Celebrate Arbor Day with 10 free shade trees
Join the Arbor Day Foundation

A red maple is one of the trees you can get with a $10 dollar donation
to the Arbor Day Foundation.

National Arbor Day is Friday, April 28, this year, and the
Arbor Day Foundation is making it easy for anyone to celebrate the annual tree-planting holiday. Join the Foundation
in April and receive 10 free shade trees.
By joining the Foundation in April, new members receive
the following trees: red oak, sugar maple, weeping willow,
baldcypress, thornless honeylocust, pin oak, river birch, tuliptree, silver maple, and red maple.
The free trees are part of the Foundation’s Trees for
America campaign.
“These trees provide shade in the summer and vibrant
colors throughout the fall,” said Matt Harris, chief executive of the Arbor Day Foundation. “Through the simple
act of planting trees, one person can make a difference in
helping to create a healthier and more beautiful planet for
all of us to enjoy.”
The trees will be shipped postpaid with enclosed planting
instructions at the right time for planting in April or May.
The 6- to 12-inch trees are guaranteed to grow or they will
be replaced free of charge.
To become a member of the Foundation and receive the
free trees, send a $10 contribution to TEN FREE SHADE
TREES, Arbor Day Foundation, 100 Arbor Avenue, Nebraska City, NE 68410, by April 30, 2017, or visit arborday.
org/april.

Spring

GALA

Come see what’s new

Members - $15

Call (616) 675-3158 for information
Register online howardchristensen.org

1565 Dagget Road
Pierson

Robinson

616-636-5565
887-2060

Septic cleaning, llc

w w w.robinsonseptic.net

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals
Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City
and surrounding areas since 1979

Your
local floor-covering
Your hometown
floor-covering store
store
for
years
for 36
33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive

616-866-2748
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Baby Chick Cupcakes

Prep time: 30 minutes
Servings: 24
1 package (12 ounces) white
confectionary coating wafers
1 cup (2 sticks) butter, softened
2 teaspoons McCormick Pure Vanilla
Extract
1 box (16 ounces) confectioners’ sugar
1 jar (7 ounces) marshmallow creme
1 teaspoon Sunflower color from
McCormick Color from Nature
Food Colors
2 tablespoons milk, plus additional
(optional)
48 unfrosted mini yellow cupcakes,
baked in white paper liners
sprinkles (optional)
additional McCormick Color from
Nature Food Colors (optional)
To make broken egg shell pieces: melt coating
wafers as directed on package. Spread on large
foil-lined baking sheet to 1/4-inch thickness.
Refrigerate about 10 minutes, or until firm.
Break into small, irregular pieces. Set aside.
In large bowl, beat butter with electric mixer
on medium speed until light and fluffy. Add
vanilla; mix well. Gradually beat in confectioners’ sugar, beating until well blended after
each addition, frequently scraping sides and
bottom of bowl. Beat in marshmallow creme
until well blended. In small bowl, stir food
color into milk until dissolved. Add colored
milk to frosting; beat until light and fluffy. Stir
in additional milk, as needed, to reach desired
consistency.
To decorate cupcakes: spoon frosting into
large pastry bag fitted with large round tip.
Pipe two dollops of frosting on top of each
other to form baby chick. If desired, insert
sprinkles into face for eyes and beak. Or tint
any remaining frosting with food colors to pipe
out eyes and beak.
Place coating wafer pieces around bottom of
baby chick to resemble broken egg shell.

Sweet ideas for a
bright, seasonal spread

S

FAMILY FEATURES

pring is blooming on your Easter table.
From yellow chick cupcakes to blueberry
French-toast casseroles, there are plenty of
ways to wow your brunch guests with simple
seasonal recipes.
“Between hiding eggs and preparing baskets, you
may be tempted to fall back on brunch basics like
pancakes and scrambled eggs, but that’s no fun,”
McCormick Executive Chef Kevan Vetter said. “With
simple pantry staples – like food color – and a little
planning the night before, you can enjoy a fun and
tasty holiday brunch.”
These simple tips from Vetter can help you transform a boring brunch into a colorful Easter feast.
n Waffle art is a fun way to get kids (and adults)
involved during breakfast time. Try tinting the
waffle batter orange by using McCormick Color
from Nature Food Colors. Cut them into wedges
hot out of the iron and pipe green frosting for the
stems to create these Carrot-Shaped Waffles.
n Making French toast for a crowd can be a hassle.
Instead, make a sweet breakfast casserole the night
before to pop in the oven Easter morning. Add
fresh, sweet-tart blueberries to celebrate spring.
n Rather than splurging on designer cupcakes, just
pipe yellow marshmallow creme on mini
cupcakes for a baby chick then decorate with
sprinkles for the nose and cut up wafers to look
like a hatching egg.
For more recipes and tips, check out McCormick.com
and visit McCormick Spice on Facebook and Pinterest.

Carrot-Shaped Waffles

Overnight Lemon Blueberry Muffin Casserole
Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 30 minutes
Servings: 12
Streusel Topping:
1/2 cup firmly packed light
brown sugar
1/2 cup flour
2 teaspoons McCormick
Cinnamon, Ground
1/4 cup (1/2 stick) cold
butter, cut into chunks
Casserole:
6 eggs
1 cup, plus 2 tablespoons,
milk, divided
1/4 cup, plus 2 tablespoons,
granulated sugar,
divided
1 teaspoon McCormick
Cinnamon, Ground
1 loaf French bread, cut
into 1-inch cubes
nonstick cooking spray
1 package (8 ounces)
cream cheese, softened
1 tablespoon McCormick
Pure Lemon Extract
2 cups blueberries,
divided
To make Streusel Topping: In
medium bowl, mix together

brown sugar, flour and cinnamon.
Cover. Set aside until ready to
assemble in the morning.
To make Casserole: In large
bowl, mix together eggs, 1 cup
milk, 1/4 cup granulated sugar
and cinnamon with wire whisk
until well blended. Add bread
cubes; toss gently to coat. Pour
evenly into 13-by-9-inch baking
dish sprayed with nonstick
cooking spray.
In medium bowl, mix together
cream cheese, remaining milk
and sugar, and lemon extract
until well blended. Gently stir in
1 cup blueberries. Spread evenly
on top of bread cubes. Top with
remaining blueberries. Cover.
Refrigerate overnight.
Heat oven to 350 F.
Remove casserole from
refrigerator. Let stand 10-15
minutes.
Cut butter into Streusel
Topping mixture with pastry
blender or two knives until
mixture resembles coarse
crumbs. Sprinkle over casserole.
Bake 30 minutes, or until golden
brown. Let stand 5 minutes
before serving.

Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 20 minutes
Servings: 6
Nonstick cooking spray
2 cups all-purpose waffle and
baking mix
1 1/3 cups milk
1 egg
2 tablespoons vegetable oil
3 teaspoons McCormick Pure Vanilla
Extract, divided
1 1/4 teaspoons Sunflower color from
McCormick Color from Nature
Food Colors, divided
1 teaspoon Berry color from
McCormick Color from Nature
Food Colors
1/2 teaspoon Sky Blue color from
McCormick Color from Nature
Food Colors
1 cup heavy cream
1/4 cup confectioners’ sugar
Heat round waffle iron. Spray with nonstick
cooking spray. In medium bowl, mix together
waffle mix, milk, egg, oil, 2 teaspoons vanilla
and 1 teaspoon each sunflower and berry colors
until blended. Let batter stand 5 minutes to
allow color to fully develop.
Pour about 1/3 cup batter onto center of
waffle iron. Close lid. Cook about 3 minutes,
or until no longer steaming. Carefully remove
waffle. Repeat with remaining batter. Cut each
waffle into 8 triangles. Set aside.
In another medium bowl, stir sky blue color
and remaining sunflower color into cream. Add
confectioners’ sugar and remaining vanilla;
beat with electric mixer on high speed until
stiff peaks form. Spoon into re-sealable plastic
bag. Cut piece off one bottom corner.
To decorate and serve waffles, place waffle
triangles onto serving plates and pipe green
colored cream on wide side of each triangle to
resemble carrot tops.
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Easter Services

God wants a relationship with you. Take time to worship
at one of the following churches during Holy Week next
week and let God prepare your heart to celebrate the joy of
Easter!

CEDAR SPRINGS

Cedar Springs Ministerial Association

April 14: Journey to the Cross
A self-guided journey through the final days of Jesus’ life
Come anytime between 11 a.m.-1 p.m. and 6-8 p.m.
Held at The Springs Church, 135 N. Grant St., Cedar
Springs, MI 49319.

Cedar Springs United Methodist

140 S. Main St., Cedar Springs
April 9: Palm/Passion Sunday service at 10:15 a.m.
April 13: Maundy Thursday at 7 p.m. at East Nelson UMC,
9024 18 Mile Rd.
April 14: Good Friday. We will walk the Stations of the
Cross at the Springs Church, 135 N. Grant, from 11-1 and
6-8 p.m.
April 16: Easter sunrise service at 8 a.m., followed by
breakfast at 9 a.m., and regular Easter service at 10:15 a.m.

First Baptist Church

233 S. Main St., Cedar Springs
April 14: Good Friday service at 7 p.m.
April 16: Easter Sunday services 9:30 a.m. Devotional and
breakfast, and 10:45 a.m. morning worship. No evening
service.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs
April 15:
Easter Eggstravazana for kids 0-10
years. Registration begins at 11 a.m. Egg Hunt and so much
more at 12 p.m.

April 16: Easter Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.

The Springs Church

135 N. Grant St., Cedar Springs
April 16: Easter Worship Services at 9:00 a.m. and 10:30
a.m.
There will also be a great celebration happening in our
Kid’s Splash Park Live during both services!

ROCKFORD

Courtland-Oakfield United Methodist
Church
10295 Myers Lake Ave NE, Rockford
April 16: Easter Celebration at 10:00 am.

2017

(NE corner of the park)
April 14: Good Friday 7:00 p.m. Solemn Vespers and
Stations of the Cross
April 16: Easter Day Mass of the Resurrection of the Lord
7:30 a.m. and 9:30 a.m. Easter Egg Hunt after 9:30 Mass for
children through 5th grade.

Resurrection Lutheran Church

180 S 3rd Street (formerly Northland Dr), Sand Lake
April 9: Palm Sunday Worship 9:30 a.m. Egg Hunt to
follow.
April 14: Good Friday Service 7:00 p.m.
April 16: Easter Breakfast 8 a.m., Easter Worship 9:30 a.m.
Balloon release after service.

Sand Lake United Methodist Church

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14 Mile Rd., Rockford, MI 49341
April 13: Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00pm
April 16: Easter Sunday Service at 9:30am

65 W Maple St. Sand Lake (NW corner of the park)
April 16: Easter SONrise Service 8 a.m. with free breakfast
to follow.

South Ensley United Methodist Church

13600 Cypress, Sand Lake (Corner of Cypress and 136th St)
April 16 Easter Sunday Service 10:55 a.m.

SAND LAKE

Sand Lake Village Churches

April 14: Good Friday Walk and Remember 12 noon to 1:30
p.m. Walk begins at Resurrection Lutheran and ends at Sand
Lake United Methodist. All churches below participating.

Church of the Full Gospel

SPARTA

North Kent Community Church

1480 Indian Lakes Rd., Sparta
April 16: Easter service at 10 a.m. “Resurrection Power.”
Refreshments served before the service.

East Lake St, Sand Lake (Corner of E Lake and 1st St)
April 16: Easter Service at 11 a.m.

Mary Queen of Apostles Catholic
Church
1 W Maple St, Sand Lake

Sand Lake Village Churches

Good Friday Walk and Remember
Walk to each of our churches and listen to the thoughts of characters
that experienced the crucifixion first hand

ChiCk Day
Wed., May 3rd, 2017
10am-5pm

all orders must
be prepaid

Orders due no later
than april 22nd, 2017

Friday, April 14th, 2017
Noon to 1:30 p.m.
Our walk begins at Resurrection Lutheran Church
Just south of town on 3rd St. (Northland Drive)
With stops at the Full Gospel Church, Downtown Pavilion
Mary Queen of Apostles, and the United Methodist Church
Transportation will be provided along the route for those who
can not walk and back to the Lutheran Church Parking Lot.

Children and Families are encouraged to join us

Cedar Springs Mill & Supply, Inc.
112 W. Beech St., Cedar Springs
Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm • Sat 8am-2:30pm

616-696-9740
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SportS

Red Hawks capture two wins in doubleheader
Cedar Springs JV Baseball

Last week’s doubleheader against the
Newago Lions added two wins to the Cedar
Springs JV baseball teams’ record after a
loss to Kent City in the opening game of the
season two weeks ago. The team’s pitching has given up only two walks so far this
season, which is less than a walk per game.
Sophomore Peyton Newman has pitched 9
innings over the first two weeks and has yet
to surrender an earned run.
“Our pitching gives us a chance in every

game by throwing strikes and making the
other team earn it,” said Coach Tyson Hoffman.
Dylan Cudney, a sophomore, leads the
team so far this season in RBIs with 7 for
the books. The team’s bats were swinging
both games with a 16-3 win the first game,
and a 9-1 win the second game.
Next week’s battle will be home against
the Lowell Red Arrows in another doubleheader Tuesday April 11.

JV pitcher Peyton Newman delivers a fastball to catcher Seth Biggs last week against the Newaygo Lions.

WMP wrestlers at State finals

Six earn all-state honors
By Barbra Chong

West Michigan Pursuit traveled to the Lansing Center
for the 2017 State Finals this

past weekend. There were
272 teams and just over 2900
wrestlers registered to compete. WMP is currently ranked
#41 as a team. They had 16 in-

dividuals enter the tournament
and six finished in the top 5,
earning All State Recognition.
The following individuals
wrestled tough but unfortunately fell short of making it
to the placement rounds. Luke

HOME FOR SALE

79 W. Church St. Cedar Springs, MI 49319

OPEN hOusE
saturday, April 8th 1:00 till 3:00

124,900

$

• 2 Bedroom
• 1 Bath
• 2 Stall Garage

Cedar Springs Local Realtor

Brynadette Powell

~ Associate Real Estate Broker ~ Notary Public ~

Cell 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.brynadette.com

Brynadette Powell

Arthur K Eggerding Realtor Inc.
3345 Remembrence Rd
Walker, MI 49544
Office 616-453-7655 Fax 616-263-9375

Facebook Brynadette Powell Realtor

Egan won 3 matches; Carter
Castillo, Chayson Eberspeaker and Kellen Weckesser all
won two matches each and
Logan Bennet won a match.
Final placements are as follows:
Quinten Cassiday entered
the 61 lb wt class in the 7/8 age
group and finished in 5th Place.
Cassiday’s season record is
48-4.
Ahmad Starr entered the
138 lb wt class in the High
School division and finished
4th Place.
Finishing in third place was
59 lb Josh Vasquez, 9/10 age
group, and 46 lb Blake Werkema, 4/6 age group. Vasquez
has a season record of 44-5.
Werkema’s season record is
47-3, and he also made the top
100 for most pins at the State
Finals. He is currently listed at
#59 with 3 pins totaling 1:34.
In the 7/8 age group, 58 lb
Drew Moro and 67 lb Tyler Parmeter both finished in
2nd Place. Parmeter’s season
record is 38-11 and Moro’s
season record is 41-10.
State Champion is 75 lb
Blake “Beast” Peasley, 9/10
age group, finishing his season with a 48-8 record. This
is Peasley’s second State Title,
with his first one in the 2014
season.
“A wrestling season is built
on preparation, determination
and heart,” said Head Coach
Dave Andrus. “It is difficult to
achieve personal success without the support of each wrestler’s family. Every wrestling
family knows you give it your
all. A season is not defined
on wins and losses but rather
watching your athletes move
in a positive direction. For a
coach, it is the greatest joy
to have an athlete run off the
mat and into your arms after
achieving their goal.”

CS Youth wrestlers
compete at State finals

CS Youth Wrestlers at State Finals last weekend. L-R: Carter Falan,
Ben Brunner, Trevor Marsman, Blake Falan, Tommy Stevens, Logan
Troupe, Gabe Gair, Cade Troupe. Photo by J. Troupe.

By Jacquie Troupe
What an exciting weekend for CS Youth wrestlers! The
competition was off the charts, the Parade of Champions
was exhilarating, we had great photo ops and autographs
with NCAA’s Division 1 Champions Gabe Dean and
Kyle Dake and in true Red Hawk fashion we cheered on
the wrestlers we’ve come to know from all over the state
through this great sport.
“Making it to the State finals as a youth is one of the most
gratifying accomplishments you could ever achieve,” said
Coach Scott Marsman. “They will never forget this time
and look back on it as the beginning of the journey they
take to reach their peak potential. The pride we have as
coaches and parents for these amazing kids in their sportsmanship, strength and dignity is exemplified whenever they
step on a mat. It will be exciting to see where they are at this
time next year.”
Out of 301 teams and a total of 2947 wrestlers, CSYWC
came in 88th in pins with 10 in 19:32, 80th in Match Points
with 186 and finished the weekend 28W-25L, 167th over
all.
In the 2010-2012 49lb class Tucker Crystal placed 3rd
after 6 matches with 3 pins in a total time of 6:11, losing
one and winning two by decisions of 3-0 and 7-4. He scored
33 match points over two days.
In the 2008-2009 64lb class Blake Falan wrestled 4
matches, winning his first and third matches by decisions
of 5-1 and 4-0, scoring 10 match points over the course of
the day.
In the 2006-2007 55lb class Brandson Wood wrestled 2
matches scoring 6 match points. In the 80lb class Hudson
Crystal had 5 matches with a pin in 2:36, winning his third
and fourth matches by major decisions of 15-2 and 8-0 and
scored 35 match points. In the 150lb class Wyatt Cooper
wrestled 2 matches and scored 2 match points.
Finals - continues on page 13
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Cedar Springs Public Schools
From the Superintendent’s desk

Dear Cedar Springs Public
Schools Family:
On Tuesday, May 2, voters
throughout Kent County will
consider the Strong Schools,
Strong Communities proposal,
a 10-year, 0.9 mill increase for
a regional enhancement millage that would allow local school districts to strengthen our future workforce
and develop and attract strong talent right here in West
Michigan.
If approved, the proposal will allow local districts
to:
• Expand career training and technical course offerings that will give students real life, on-the-job
training and a head start on their careers.
• Give students exposure to the world of work and
business with partnerships that prepare them for

careers.
• Give students living in poverty a good start, and
surround them with the support needed to keep
them in school.
By law, if this proposal is approved, every penny
generated from this proposal will be distributed to local school districts to maintain existing programs and
improve services offered to students.
At Cedar Springs Public Schools this proposal
would generate an estimated $723,000 per year. In
alignment with the purposes above, our district will
focus on these priorities:
• Continued expansion of the Early Middle College program and access to other college and career opportunities
• Multi-Tiered Systems of Support for Academics
and Behavior
• Professional Development for continued best

Winners of Essay Contest

Winners are pictured here with the Selection Committee.

practices in instruction and student support
• Enhanced afterschool and summer school learning opportunities
• Comprehensive Counseling and Mental Health
Programs
• Technology Infrastructure and software enhancements
• Maintaining or lowering class sizes
• Improved assessment tools
Please share this information with your friends and
family so they are informed about what’s on the ballot
Tuesday, May 2, 2017.
Learn more at: strongschoolsstrongcommunities.
com
Have a relaxing and enjoyable spring break!
Laura VanDuyn, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Student receives Creative Minds
Scholarship

New Beginnings Senior, Selena Birtley, has a plan after graduation and has every intention of making sure it
happens. She has set her eyes on Full Sail University in
Orlando, Florida. So when Mrs. Wilcox presented an English class assignment to her students, creating and submitting scholarship essays, Selena didn’t waste any time.
Her reward: a $20,000 Creative Minds Scholarship to her
dream school! We are so proud of Selena and we know
she is going to accomplish great things in this world!  

CS Rotary Club announced the winners of the 4-Way Test Essay Contest. The
theme was “Setting A Good Example”.
1st place - Sally Odren, Mr. Moleski’s class “The Things People Say”
2nd place (tie) - Jack Cairy, Mrs. Kahler’s class “Feeding the Heart”
2nd place (tie) - Makenna Nichols, Mrs. Miller’s class, “Feeding the Hungry”
3rd place (tie) - Josh Trendt, Mr. Moleski’s class, “Small Town, Big Heart”
3rd place (tie) - Analiese Van Harten, CTA, “Inspire”
Congratulations to the winners. Thank you to the teachers and parents for supporting these great writers! It’s exciting and gratifying to be able to promote the
habits of mind so esteemed by Cedar Springs and by Rotarians alike.
Go Red Hawks!

Scholar Instrumentalist of the Month

Students become World Changers

February 2017
Student Athletes of
the Month:

At Cedar View, many 4th
grade classrooms are doing research papers about a
person who is considered a
“World Changer”. Cedar
View also has a goal this
year about helping students
become “better people”. To
join these two ideas, Mrs.
Nielsen and Mrs. Strunk’s
4th-grade classes partnered
with the NE Supper House.
The NE Supper House is a
ministry in Grand Rapids that
serves dinner every Tuesday and Thursday night to
less fortunate people in their
community. Students from
both classes did chores to earn the total of $250. The $250 paid for all of the food
and drinks that were served at the NE Supper House. Then on March 2nd, Mrs.
Nielsen and Mrs. Strunk brought students to the NE Supper House. Students were
in charge of serving all the drinks and dinners and doing all of the clean-up afterward. Mrs. Nielsen said “I’m very proud of all our students. They worked very
hard to earn the money, and they served less fortunate people with a lot of pride and
respect. They are becoming World Changers at a very young age.”

BROOKE ROSS
Brooke Ross is an outstanding senior in the Cedar Springs High School Band.
She is the section leader for the front ensemble keyboards during marching band,
plays oboe during concert band and has been the jazz pianist in the high school jazz
band for all four years. Brooke was one of only four students awarded a college
scholarship at MCBA State Finals this past November and plans to continue her
music studies next year at Western Michigan University.   
Congratulations Brooke Ross on being named our March 2017 Cedar Springs
High School Scholar Instrumentalist!

Ali Sparling - Senior , Girls Basketball
Zoe Castor – Freshman, Competitive Cheer

Ali Sparling

public
schools
excellence & Innovation

616-696-1204

3575 14 Mile Rd.

616-866-7670

88 E. Division St., Sparta

616-887-1761

4116 17 Mile Road
Cedar Springs

616-696-9610

Robinson
Septic Tank Cleaning
1565 Dagget Rd., Pierson

Zoe Castor

Join Us for Community Night
Cedar Springs High School - April 20, 2017 6pm - 8:30pm

Campus Kids Summer Camp

Summer Camp starts on June 12, 2017 and runs through August 31, 2017. We
are closed the week of the 4th of July. There is a $20 registration fee for one child
and a $35 registration fee for a family. If you register for the Summer Camp, your
registration fee covers the next school year. Cost for Summer Camp is $27 a day or
$125 for 5 days a week. Families can sign up for as many or as few days as needed.
A sibling discount is available.
Registration packets are available at Cedar Trails or online at csredhawks.org and
Campus Kids is under the Parents tab. Or you can call Campus Kids at (616)6961716 or e-mail questions to campus.kids@csredhawks.org. Please register for Summer Camp by May 10, 2017.

Reading Rocks at Cedar Trails

Reading Rocks at Cedar Trails

CedaR SPRINGS

616-636-5565

Plowman signs with Davenport

Our congratulations to senior
Jessica Plowman, who signed with
Davenport University’s ACHA Division 1 Women’s Ice Hockey team
on February 11th, 2017 for the upcoming season.
Jessica is currently playing for the
U19 Grand Rapids Griffins Girls
Travel Ice Hockey Team. She was
voted by her teammates to be their
Team Captain for the 2016-2017 season. Jessica has played both defense, offense
and center. While at Davenport, Jessica will be pursuing a bachelor’s degree in
Health Information Management, and go on to possibly become a cardiothoracic
surgeon.
She is excited to continue her education and hockey career at Davenport and is
thankful for the support of her family and friends.

Thank The POST
and the following
supporters for bringing
you this school page...

March is Reading Month and the PTO
provided a special assembly called Reading Rocks. The kids had so much fun
singing and dancing and being challenged
to read more and more.
What a wonderful group of parent volunteers. The PTO from Cedar Trails has
purchased an additional chromebook cart
containing 36 mobile chromebooks, mice Beach Literacy Night was held on
and headphones. Our students love them. March 10 at the Middle School.
Thank you for caring so much about their education. Cedar Trails PTO is the best!!!

8450 Shaner Ave.
Rockford

616-866-0724

8955 Sparta Ave.
Sparta

616-887-1791

The Cedar Springs Post
Page 12		

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Tax Time

Private collection of some overdue taxes starts in April
Taxpayers: Watch Out for Scam Calls
WASHINGTON – Starting this month, the Internal
Revenue Service will begin
sending letters to a relatively small group of taxpayers
whose overdue federal tax
accounts are being assigned
to one of four private-sector
collection agencies.
The new program, authorized under a federal law
enacted by Congress in December 2015, enables these
designated contractors to
collect, on the government’s
behalf, unpaid tax debts.
Usually, these are unpaid
individual tax obligations
that are not currently being
worked by IRS collection
employees and often were
assessed by the tax agency
several years ago.
Taxpayers being assigned
to a private firm would have
had multiple contacts from
the IRS in previous years

and still have an unpaid tax
bill.
“The IRS is taking steps
throughout this effort to
ensure that the private collection firms work responsibly and respect taxpayer
rights,” said IRS Commissioner John Koskinen. “The
IRS also urges taxpayers to
be on the lookout for scammers who might use this
program as a cover to trick
people. In reality, those taxpayers whose accounts are
assigned as part of the private collection effort know
they have a tax debt.”
The program will begin
this week with a few hundred taxpayers receiving
mailings and subsequent
phone calls, with the program growing to thousands
a week later in the spring
and summer. Taxpayers
with overdue taxes will

Peterson
tax and Accounting
Phone: 616-696-5300

23 West Elm St. | Cedar Springs
• All PersonAl TAxes
• All Business TAxes
And AccounTing
• e-file/direcT dePosiT

Lucinda Peterson

35 Years of experience

lucinda@PetersonTaxAcctg.com

Walk-ins Welcome!
PetersonTaxandAccounting.com

always receive multiple
contacts, letters and phone
calls, first from the IRS, not
private debt collectors.
How the New Program
Works
The IRS will always notify a taxpayer before transferring their account to a
private collection agency
(PCA). First, the IRS will
send a letter to the taxpayer
and their tax representative
informing them that their
account is being assigned to
a PCA and giving the name
and contact information for
the PCA. This mailing will
include a copy of Publication 4518, What You Can
Expect When the IRS Assigns Your Account to a Private Collection Agency.
Only four private groups
are participating in this program: CBE Group of Cedar
Falls, Iowa; Conserve of
Fairport, N.Y.; Performant
of Livermore, Calif.; and
Pioneer of Horseheads,
N.Y. The taxpayer’s account will only be assigned
to one of these agencies,
never to all four. No other
private group is authorized
to represent the IRS.
Once the IRS letter is
sent, the designated private
firm will send its own letter to the taxpayer and their
representative confirming
the account transfer. To
protect the taxpayer’s privacy and security, both the
IRS letter and the collection
firm’s letter will contain
information that will help
taxpayers identify the tax
amount owed and assure
taxpayers that future collection agency calls they may
receive are legitimate.
The private collectors will

be able to identify themselves as contractors of the
IRS collecting taxes. Employees of these collection
agencies must follow the
provisions of the Fair Debt
Collection Practices Act,
and like IRS employees,
must be courteous and must
respect taxpayer rights.
The private firms are authorized to discuss payment
options, including setting
up payment agreements
with taxpayers. But as with
cases assigned to IRS employees, any tax payment
must be made, either electronically or by check, to
the IRS. A payment should
never be sent to the private
firm or anyone besides the
IRS or the U.S. Treasury.
Checks should only be
made payable to the United
States Treasury. To find out
more about available payment options, visit IRS.gov/
Payments.
Private firms are not
authorized to take enforcement actions against
taxpayers. Only IRS employees can take these actions, such as filing a notice
of Federal Tax Lien or issuing a levy. To learn more
about the new private debt
collection program, visit
the Private Debt Collection page on IRS.gov.
Watch out for Phone
Scams
The IRS reminds taxpayers to be on the lookout for
scammers posing as private
collection firms. The IRS
will be watching for these
schemes as the collection
program begins, and this
effort will include working with partners in the tax
community and law en-

ACTION

TAX SERVICE
Call Now for an Appointment

866-4704

forcement about emerging
scams.
People should remember
that these private collection
firms will only be calling
about a tax debt the person has had – and has been
aware of – for years and had
been contacted about previously in the past by the IRS.
“Here’s a simple rule to
keep in mind. You won’t
get a call from a private collection firm unless you have
unpaid tax debts going back
several years and you’ve
already heard from the IRS
multiple times,” Koskinen
said. “The people included in the private collection
program typically already
know they have a tax issue.
If you get a call from someone saying they’re from one
of these groups and you’ve
paid your taxes, that’s a sure
sign of a scam.”
If taxpayers are unsure
if they have an unpaid tax
debt from a previous year
– which is what the private
collection firms will handle – they can go to IRS.
gov and check their account
balance: www.irs.gov/balancedue. If the account balance says zero, that means
nothing is due, and you typically wouldn’t be getting a
contact from the IRS or the
private firm.
Whether or not a taxpayer’s account is assigned to
a private collection agency,
the IRS warns taxpayers to
beware of scammers pretending to be from the IRS
or an IRS contractor. Here
are some things the scammers often do but the IRS
and its contractors will never do:
Call to demand immediate payment using a specific
payment method such as a
prepaid debit card, gift card
or wire transfer. Generally,
the IRS will first mail a bill
to any taxpayer who owes
taxes, and if a case is assigned to a PCA, both the
IRS and the authorized collection agency will send the
taxpayer a letter. Payment
will always be to the United

States Treasury.
Threaten to immediately
bring in local police or other law-enforcement groups
to have the taxpayer arrested for not paying.
Demand that taxes be paid
without giving the taxpayer
the opportunity to question
or appeal the amount owed.
Ask for credit or debit card numbers over the
phone.
“Unexpected and threatening calls out of the blue
from
someone
saying
they’re representing the
IRS to collect a tax debt is a
warning sign people should
watch out for,” Koskinen
said.
For more information,
visit the “Tax Scams and
Consumer Alerts” page on
IRS.gov.
Don’t Wait to Hear from
the IRS or a Contractor
As always, the IRS encourages taxpayers behind
on their tax obligations to
come forward and either
pay what they owe or set
up a suitable payment plan.
This means there’s no need
to wait for a phone call or
letter from the IRS or any of
its contractors.
Frequently,
taxpayers
qualify for one of several
payment options, and taking advantage of them is
often easier than many people think. These include the
following:
Most people can set up
a payment agreement with
the IRS online in a matter
of minutes. Those who owe
$50,000 or less in combined
tax, penalties and interest
can use the Online Payment Agreement to set up
a monthly payment agreement for up to 72 months.
Taxpayers can choose this
option even if they have
not yet received a bill or
notice from the IRS. With
the Online Payment Agreement, no paperwork is required, there is no need to
call, write or visit the IRS
and qualified taxpayers can
avoid the filing of a Notice
Overdue - continues on page 13
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National Association
of Tax Professionals

“Complex returns
not a problem”

Our tax professionals will get you every credit and
deduction you deserve. Visit HRBLOCK.COM to
make an appointment today.

Individuals • Businesses • LLCs •
Partnerships • Corporations

www.actiontaxservice.com

Bell
Furniture

X

13 Mile Rd.

14111 White Creek Ave ,
Cedar Springs, Michigan 49319
616-696-3702

12 Mile Rd.

Year-Round Service • Tax Planning • Out-of-State Returns • Bookkeeping • Payroll • Experienced Personnel

15-0267

10271 Northland Dr.
Rockford

PUT OUR EXPERTISE TO WORK FOR YOU.

Northland Dr.

EXPERT,
AFFORDABLE
TAX HELP

OUR
LOCATION

OBTP#B13696 ©2015 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

Business/Professional
Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair
Finals
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Absolute Heating
& Ventilation LLC
2011
Dealer of the year

For FREE Estimates
call 616-866-5096

EXCAVATING, INC.

Screened TopSoil
SCREENED
TOPSOIL
gravel
Sand
GRAVEL •• SAND
recycled
RECYCLED concreTe
CONCRETE
Licensed &
LICENSED
& insured
INSURED
commerciaL &
& residentiaL
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

636-5524
636-5524

www.deanexcavating.com

Lori Visser

www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

FLORIST

Hours
Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

WE INSTALL

...continued from page 10

•Clutches

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

•Brakes

•Oil Changes

•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051

Professional auto rePair

New hours: M-F 8-6 • sat. 8-4 • suN. Closed

SCHULTZ SEPTIC

"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential •Commercial

Our low rates are worth
the call! - 696-9570

AND GIFTS

5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

  #'%%" & !
 & 7pm
!'" &!
Sat.
9:30am-1pm
$
&!



betweeN Cedar spriNgs
aNd saNd lake

Your original
hometown florist
866-0990

$

15670 NorthlaNd dr.

FLOWER SHOP

“Look
for
our
specials
“Look
canopy
“Look for
for the
the striped
green canopy
on Facebook.”
&& bright
yellow
bright
yellow doors”
doors”
17 N. Main St.

696-8863

aNy Car aNy repair

diesel - hybrid • MediuM & heavy duty • ForeigN & doMestiC

In the 2005 80lb class Tommy Stevens placed 6th after 6
matches with a Tech Fall in 2:40, winning his second and
third matches by decisions of 6-5 and 8-6, scoring a total of
29 match points over two days.
In the 2004 105lb class Carter Falan wrestled 4 matches, had 2 pins in a total time of 4:09 and scored 15 match
points. Ben Brunner wrestled 3 matches, had 1 pin in
:47 and scored 2 match points. Logan Troupe wrestled 3
matches, winning his second match 6-4 and scored 8 match
points for the day.
In the 2003 85lb class Trevor Marsman placed 7th, wrestled 5 matches with 2 pins in a total time of 5:12, winning
his fifth match by a decision of 6-2 and scored 31 match
points over two days.
In the 2002 95lb class Andreew VanGessel wrestled 2
matches and scored 7 match points.
In the 2002-2004 Girls Division, 122lb class Ashly Erxleben wrestled 2 matches, scoring 6 match points. In the150lb
class Ariana Meyers placed 2nd after 2 matches, had the
fastest pin for the team with :37 and scored 2 match points.

Thank you to our Advertisers for Keeping the Post coming!

  "616.696.3900

#shopthepost

Legal NOTICES
PUBLIC NOTICE

VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

Public Notice

city of cedar SPriNgS
Public Accuracy Test for the
May 2nd, 2017 Election
aPril14, 2017
4:30 p.m.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.
Cedar Springs, Michigan
A Public Accuracy Test is conducted
to demonstrate that the program
and computer that will be used to
tabulate the results of the election,
counts the votes in the manner
prescribed by law.
Dated: April 6, 2017

Page 13

Rebecca Newland
City Clerk
616.696.1330

Overdue
...continued from page 12

of Federal Tax Lien if one was not previously filed. Alternatively, taxpayers can request a payment agreement by filing Form 9465. This form can be downloaded from IRS.
gov and mailed along with a tax return, bill or notice.
Some struggling taxpayers may qualify for an offer-in-compromise. This is an agreement between a taxpayer and the IRS that settles the taxpayer’s tax liabilities for
less than the full amount owed. The IRS looks at the taxpayer’s income and assets to make a determination regarding
the taxpayer’s ability to pay. To help determine eligibility,
use the Offer in Compromise Pre-Qualifier, a free online
tool available on IRS.gov.
“If people have a problem paying their tax bill, we encourage them to reach out to us,” Koskinen said. “We have
many programs designed to help people who are having
trouble meeting their tax obligations. It’s better to reach out
to us sooner rather than later for help, because interest and
penalties on unpaid taxes can add up quickly.”

VILLAGE COUNCIL
SPECIAL MEETING
The Village Council will hold a Special Meeting
at 7:30 pm on Tuesday April 11, 2017 at the
Sand Lake Municipal Building located at 2 Maple
St. Sand Lake MI 49343, Phone (616) 636-8854.
Agenda:
Oak St., Maple St. and other
immediately road repair.
Written comments will be collected at 2 Maple
St. Sand Lake, MI 49343 until the time of the
meeting and read during the meeting. Notify the
attendance to Village Treasurer Arnold, at the
same address by Monday 10, 2016.
This notice is posted in compliance with PA267
of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings Act), MCLA
41.72a(2)(3) and the Americans with Disabilities
(ADA). SECTION H of the Open Meeting Act.
Dated: April 06, 2017

PubliC NoTiCe
Township
of Solon

County of Kent,
Michigan

Public Accuracy Test
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Public
Accuracy Test for the May 2, 2017 General
Election has been scheduled for
2:00 PM Wednesday, April 19, 2017
in the Solon Township Hall at
15185 Algoma Avenue NE, Cedar Springs,
Michigan.
The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to determine that the program and computer being used
to tabulate the results of the election counts the
votes in the manner prescribed by law.
Dated: April 6, 2017

PubliC NoTiCe
Township
of Solon

Leticia M. Nielsen, Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE

Mary Lou Poulsen,
SolonTownship Clerk

County of Kent,
Michigan

VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

Public Hearing on budget
For 2017-2018 Fiscal Year

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
April 12, 2017, at 5:00 p.m., the Board of Trustees of the Township of Solon will hold a public
hearing at the Township Hall, 15185 Algoma Avenue NE, within the Township, to hear and consider comments regarding the Township budget
for the April 1, 2017 through March 31, 2018 fiscal year. A copy of the budget is available for
public inspection at the Solon Township Hall.

COUNTY OF KENT

The Village of Sand Lake is seeking bids
for some sidewalk replacement and repairs.
Provide proof of proper insurance coverage
upon the Village’s acceptance of the bid.
Bids requirements are available at the office
Mon to Tue from 9:30 am to 2:30 pm
Thu from 9:30 to 6:00 pm
Bids must be received by
Monday, May 01, 2017
Village of Sand Lake
2 Maple St.
P.O. Box 139
Sand Lake MI 49343
616-636-8854
Dated: April 6, 2017

Jerry Dines, DPW

The property tax millage rate proposed
to be levied to support the proposed budget will be a subject of this hearing.
This notice is given pursuant to Act 43 of the
Public Acts of Michigan of 1963 (Second Extra
Session), as amended.
Dated: April 6, 2017

TOWNSHIP OF SOLON
Mary Lou Poulsen, Township Clerk

CLASSIFIEDS

The Cedar Springs Post
Page 14		

Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word

Call 616.696.3655

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

Want
to buy
Wanted: A piano or organ,
exercise equipment and game
room equipment that you would
supply to the proposed Liberty
Lodge/Veteran’s
@
Home
facility at a reasonable cost.
Thank you. Bob Truesdale 616238-4899. #11-14b

Apartments

HOMES
for Sale

MILDRED HOUTING
LEISURE ACRES

CEDARFIELD
55+
COMMUNITY

for Rent

IMMEDIATE OpENING
fOR 2 bEDROOM
ApARTMENT
Must be 62 years of age or
older; disabled regardless
of age. Barrier free units
available. Rent based on
30% of income.
For more information please
call (616) 696-3920/
TRS dial 711
This institution is an
Equal Opportunity Provider

red Flannel acres
“A Place to Call Home”
aFFOrdaBle lIVInG

small ads
make ¢ents

311 Oak Court
Cedar Springs, MI
Great Location, 1 & 2
bedroom apartments. Rent
based on 30% of income.
Barrier Free units available.

696-3655

Managed by Intrepid Professional Group

for details call

rummage
sales
Plan Ahead And SAVE!
Run your sale ad for TWO
weeks and the 2nd week is
½ off! Expires 9-18-17.Call
The POST 616.696.3655

Help
Wanted
Nelson Township is seeking
an Administrative Assistant.
Please see job description
at
www.nelsontownship.org.
Applications due 4/24/17 before
3pm. Nelson Township is an
equal opportunity employer.
#14,15b

For more information please call
(616) 696-3920/
trs dial 711
This institution is an
Equal Opportunity Provider

Storage

Critter

Next to Meijer

NEw LIsTINg
located on southern
perimeter homesite

$55,000

For Sale: Almost 1 year old Lab
mix, male, fixed, and chipped.
Asking to re-home him for
$100. Comes with bed, toys,
cage, food. He needs a fenced
yard. Very friendly and lots of
energy. Contact Patti 616-3250984. #14p

Bubba is 2+ year old male
Boston Terrier. He LOVES
car rides and cuddles on
the couch.
He is good with other
dogs and cats. He is ready
to give you all his love.
He knows how to sit and
high five. Bubba would do
great in a home with kids
or an adult only home.
He does need some continued work on his housebreaking.
He has come a long way and will keep doing good with
the right support. He is completely vetted.
Adoption fee is $325 to approved home. Please visit
midwestbt.org or contact Cedar Animal Hospital at
616-696-1212 for more information

• Lost
• Found

616-696-1100

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

good
• Free tohomes

Services

Humane Society of West Michigan’s

Animal Ads

FREE
in The POST
696-3655
are

SELF StoRAgE
Next to Meijer

per week*

*price is our TFN (til further notice)
rate - 6 month commitment required.

Call 616.696.3655

Narrow
Your
Search

616-893-6138
Tree Removal
Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding
Lawn Maintenance
Snow Plowing
Sidewalk Shoveling
De-icing

use the

Cedar Springs
Post
Classiﬁeds

AFFORDABLE &
DEPENDABLE
OvER 10 yEARs OF sERvicE

Classifieds are online @ http://cedarspringspost.com/classifieds/

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

Cedar

3705 Gentleway
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
Ph: (616) 696-1212

Housekeeper: Let me do your
dirty work. References. Call
Lori 231-937-7080. #14p

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Sponsored by

Animal Hospital

A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb

T h i s S p ot
25
ONLY $11.

– 696-3655 –
PETS of the Week

CEDARFIELD
616-696-1100

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Corner

Adoption: Tiffany’s Tiny cat
Rescue on Facebook! Adults
cats $50 adoption fee! Kittens
$100 fee! Contact us through
Facebook. All are vetted! We
are Located in Cedar Springs!
#14

1,400 sq. ft.
2000 Palm Harbor

P ST

Cedar Animal Hospital’s

Classiﬁeds Work

AUCTION

ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

The

Thursday, April 6, 2017

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at

www.cedarspringspost.com

(1)																																																											(2)																																																																	(3)																																																																		(4)

PETS of the Week
Adalyn – Female Pit Bull
I’m an affectionate 2 year
old dog who loves people.
I am very sweet and loving,
and I’m also wiggly when
I get excited! I’m a young
girl with lots of playful energy. I get along best with
male dogs. I’m ready for my
forever home! Please come
meet me at Humane Society of West Michigan. My
adoption fee has been reduced to $75 through Wednesday, April 5th!
Pete – Male Domestic Short Hair
I’m a sweet 11
year old cat looking for my forever
home. I’m a quiet,
laid-back cat who
loves attention.
I’d love to have
a relaxing home
where I can spend time curled up with my favorite people. Please come meet me at Humane Society of West
Michigan. My adoption fee is waived due to generous
grant funding.

(5)																																																											(6)																																																																	(7)																																																																		(8)
(9)																																																											(10)																																																															(11)																																																																(12)
(13)																																																									(14)																																																															(15)																																																																(16)
(17)																																																									(18)																																																															(19)																																																																(20)
(21)																																																									(22)																																																															(23)																																																																(24)
(25)																																																									 $12.20
25 words or less $12.00

$12.40

$12.60

$12.80

$13.00

$13.20

$13.40

$13.60

$13.80

$14.00

$14.20

Cost of Ad
$ ________
Box
$1.50
Bold
$1.50
Name ________________________________
Ad Total
$ ________
Times
to
run
X ________
Address_______________________________
Amount Due
$ ________
Phone ________________________________
Start Date (Thurs.) ____________
Signature ______________________________
Type of Payment
___Cash
Expiration Date ______________
___Check
Credit Card Number ___________________________________ ___Credit Card

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.
Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

Humane Society of West Michigan is open
Tuesday-Friday 12-7, Saturday & Sunday 11-4.
For more information on the Humane
Society of West Michigan, call (616) 4538900 or visit them at 3077 Wilson NW,
just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road during
adoption hours or visit www.hswestmi.org

CLASSIFIEDS

Deadline: Mon. by 5pm
No Billing - All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words,

20¢ for each additional word (pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call 616.696.3655
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Large round pizza with beef brisket, pulled pork,
Applewood-smoked bacon and BBQ sauce,
plus a smokehouse-seasoned crust

The last thing you have time for is
to make an appointment for your pizza

JUST COME IN AND GRAB A
HOT-N-READY® PIZZA TODAY!
allendale

6370 Lake Michigan Dr
(616) 895-2270

Cedar SpringS
4116 17 MiLe rD
(616) 696-9610

Spring lake

618 east saviDge st
(616) 844-7780

CooperSville
1151 ranDaLL
(616) 837-7334

Standale

4335 Lake Michigan Dr
(616) 791-9080

The Cedar Springs Post
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Amazing quality. Fantastic
prices.
QUAlity
FRESH MEAtS
Satisfaction guaranteed.

2

99

79

• increíblemente
Cut fresh in stores every
day
La más Fresh
alta calidad. Precios
bajos.
80% Lean
Whole
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Satisfacción
garantizada.
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We reserve the right to limit quantities. Ad valid only at stores listed. Not responsible
for
errors.
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© February 2017 Moran Foods, LLC. All rights reserved. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Ad valid only at stores listed on back. Not all items available in all stores.
NotRequired
responsible for typographical errors.
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count
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29.28 oz, 16 ct

rights reserved. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Ad valid only at stores listed on back. Not all items available in all stores. Not responsible for typographical errors.
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ea 99 Appetizers ea Potato
ea
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99
99
49
Barbecue
Round Roast
Goldsh
0402
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ea
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Save-A-Lot
Honey BBQ
lb
80%
Lean
or Buffalo
Strawberries

3

ne-In Pork
ma
tt
Roast
matoes

2

count

Cheese
pack Party Size
DiGiorno
32 oz, Lasagna

Rising
Family Pack
90-96 oz,
59.2-63 oz,
Varieties
Assorted Varieties
Crust Pizza
Assorted
Pepperoni
or Supreme
Varieties59.2-63 oz,
Pepperoni
or Supreme
ts reserved. We reserve the right to limit quantities. Ad valid only at stores listed on back. Not all items available in all stores. Not responsible for typographical
errors.

toes

32oz

pack

W1_02_A3_CV

Green
ss Grapes

W1_02_A3_CV

2 ¢
0408
0409
0101
0405
BI
2
16
/lb
54
99
99
49
99
01
$
3
6
6
2
79
3
99
99
79
99
Jumbo
Russet
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9
9
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79
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Potatoes
2
bag
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esh
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2/$
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$
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3
$¢
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99
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49
ea
¢
011
2/
5
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lb
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2
0410
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lb

Kurtz
White Vinegar 45oz
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2
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FRI

3

SAT

4
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