
We provide hand tools, and 
we rototill the gardens for 
community member before 
they take over. White Creek 
Lumber has been kind 

enough to donate the use of 
a tiller each year, and this 
year we hope to be able to 
purchase one of our own,” 

By Judy Reed

A spring storm with 
heavy rainfall whipped 
through the area on Thurs-
day, March 31, during 
mid-afternoon (about 3-4 

p.m.) and a surge of wa-
ter caused Cedar Creek to 
overflow her banks.

The water was high all 
along the creek, and a 
flood watch was out for the 
Rogue River. The storm 

surge sent the water into 
Main Street, just north of 
Oak Street, and areas of 
Fifth Street were flooded 
as well. Cars were lined up 
along Main Street, waiting 
to drive slowly through the 

affected area. The flooding 
had subsided by later that 
evening.

The last time Cedar 
Creek overflowed on to 
Main Street was in 2013. 
Prior to that it was the 

mid-1980s, so it’s a fairly 
rare occurrence. However, 
there was a flood in 1905 or 
1906 in that same area that 
washed out the wooden 
bridge across Main Street, 
and the cement sidewalks. 

It was reportedly two to 
three feet deep, and people 
used rowboats to get up 
and down Main Street.

For tips on what to do 
during storms and severe 
weather, see page three.
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FFA gains support for community 
gardens

Cedar Creek floods roadways, yards

The Fifth Street area was also flooded last Thursday. Cedar Creek overflowed into Main Street last Thursday, March 31.

Post photo by J. Reed.

This area, north of the Creek, flooded and sent water out on to Main Street.

Post photo by J. Reed. Photo by S. Reed.

This year the FFA has 
gained increased support 
for their popular Commu-
nity Garden Project. Gary 
Mills, President of Grand 
Arbor number 733, a com-
munity service organization 
sponsored by the Gleaner 
Life Insurance Society, in-
formed Nate Schoen, Local 
FFA Vice President, that 
the organization was hon-
oring the FFA project with 
a $1,000 grant.  Under this 
program community mem-
bers can utilize 20’ x 20’ 
garden plots to grow vege-
tables, fruit, and even flow-
ers. 

FFA advisor Larry Rey-
burn was pleased to an-

nounce that this 
grant would 
allow the or-
ganization to 
drop the $20 
fee normally 
charged for the 
use of a plot. 
The preparation 
of the plots is 
performed by 
Agriscience stu-
dents and FFA 
members. 

“We hope to 
be able to sup-
ply many free 
transplants for the plots as 
well, and the seedlings are 
to be grown in the High 
School Plant Science class. 

Eagle standing 
watch

A couple of weeks ago we ran a photo of an eagle on a 
barn just off Northland Drive. This week, Mindy Abbott 
gave us another eagle photo—this one up close and person-
al from her home in Solon Township.

“Got to get a good look at a bald eagle today sitting in 
the rain,” she wrote. “I’ve heard he has been seen in our 
neighborhood lately.” She took the photo while standing on 
her front porch. 

That’s a great photo, Mindy! Thanks so much for sending 
it!

If any of you have wildlife photos you’d like to send us, 
email them to news@cedarspringspost.com, and include 
some info about the photo, and about yourself. We will run 
them as space allows.

Teens face charges after attempted 
break-in

The names of two older 
teens have been released 
in the attempted break-in 
at the Cedar Springs Pub-
lic Schools Hilltop Ad-
ministration building ear-
ly Wednesday morning, 
March 23. 

According to the Kent 
County Sheriff Department, 
they responded to the call 
at 3:22 a.m. of several sus-
pects trying to break in to 
Hilltop. A witness reported-
ly scared off four suspects. 
It was initially reported that 
they could be armed with 
weapons, but detectives 
weren’t able to verify that 

any weapons were used.
After an intensive search 

by the deputies on scene, 
two white males were taken 
into custody for question-
ing. 

The two suspects admit-
ted to breaking into at least 
two homes and at least six 
motor vehicles over the 
past month. During the in-

terview, the remaining two 
suspects were identified. 
One was located in the Ce-
dar Springs area and taken 
into custody for question-
ing. This suspect also con-
firmed the break-ins. 

Arrested was Alexandr 
Ivan Rohloff, 17, of Cedar 
Springs, and Kyle Adam 

BReAk-in - continues on page 16

Community Members work in last Years Garden.
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95 North Main
Cedar Springs
(616) 696-BEER
CSBrew.com

Craft Beer, Cider, 
Wines, Sodas & Great Food

Brauhaus & 
Restaurant

Reihenheitsgebot 
is the world’s first 
‘food purity law.’ 

Established in 1516, 
it regulated beer quality 
and is still in voluntary 

practice today ...
... including at CSBrew!

Come join us for a night of luck at our CASINO themed Trunk Show 
featuring unique designer frames from MOREL and MENIZZI.

Try your luck at a casino game to win one of our many prizes 
including huge discounts on all eyewear, a free pair of glasses, 

a free pair of sunglasses and even a 40” Smart TV*.

Enjoy drinks and appetizers prepared by chef Nick Robinson.

from 2 - 8 pm

2745 10 Mile Rd NE • Rockford 616-951-7115

*Must be present to win. Drawing will take place at 7pm. If you have an exam, purchase glasses or 
a year supply of contacts before April 21st, you get 5 free entries into the Smart TV drawing.

Additional 
winner at 
Quilt show

Last week the Post ran an ar-
ticle on the entries that were 
winners at the Friends of the 
Library Quilt show earlier this 
month. The quilt contest winners 
we showed were winners in the 
antique quilt category. However, 
there was another category—
regular quilts—that we didn’t 
have info on. The first place win-
ner in that category was Sherrie 
Pipenger, of Kent City. Congrat-
ulations, Sherrie!

Sunset in Cedar Springs

Hometown Hero at work

ATLANTIC OCEAN 
(March 18, 2016) – Dam-
age Controlman 3rd Class 
Joseph Flores, from Ce-
dar Springs, Mich., con-
ducts operational testing 
of Aqueous Film Form-
ing Foam (AFFF) stations 
aboard the guided-missile 
destroyer USS Roosevelt 
(DDG 80). Roosevelt is un-
derway conducting Com-
posite Training Unit Exer-
cise (COMPTUEX) with 
the Dwight D. Eisenhower 
Carrier Strike Group in 
preparation for a future de-
ployment.(U.S. Navy Pho-
to by Mass Communication 
Specialist 3rd Class Taylor 
A. Elberg/Released.)

Fast cash 
winner
Audrey Debri, of Cedar Springs, cor-

rectly identified all the April Fools stories 
and the ads in last week’s paper, and was 

the only one to do so. She earned a fast $20 
in cash!
The fake stories were: Pothole repair truck 

falls into hole; Jellybean challenge; and a Tornado 
in Cedar Springs. We made you look a little harder 

this year for the ads. One was a public notice: Public 
flogging for littering. The other one was on the church directory page and listed among all 
the churches—the Church of the Holy Rollers! Only Audrey guessed that one correctly. 
We also usually switch up our titles on the masthead, but we don’t count that for or against 
you. 

Thanks to everyone who entered the contest, and took time to read the April Fools arti-
cles. We enjoy doing it each year!

Wendy Russell sent us 
some photos of the April 4 
sunset that were taken on 
17 mile road, just west of 
US131. Thank you for shar-

ing them with us, Wendy!
Do you have wildlife 

or nature photos taken in 
this area that you’d like to 
share with us? Send them 

to news@cedarspringspost.
com, and include some in-
formation about the photo 
and yourself. We will print 
as space allows.



Each year, the Michigan Committee for Severe 
Weather Awareness sponsors Severe Weather 
Awareness Week to highlight the need to be pre-
pared in the event of severe weather. This year it 
runs April 10-16. As residents in Portland, Mich-
igan learned last year, severe weather doesn’t al-
ways give you a lot of time to prepare so let’s get 
ready now and make the severe weather season a 
safe one.
Save the Date: 2016 statewide tornado drill

Local and state emergency management officials 
are asking Michiganders to take action to prepare 
by participating in a statewide tornado drill at 1:30 
p.m. Eastern on Wednesday, April 13, 2016.

Government agencies, organizations, families 
and individuals are encouraged to be a part of this 
statewide preparedness activity, but are not re-
quired to do so. Nearly all state of Michigan facilities will be 
participating.

While tornadoes can occur during any time of the year, they 
are especially common during the late spring and early summer 
months. As one of nature’s most violent storms, they can devas-
tate homes and property in just seconds.

The average lead time for tornadoes to develop is 10 to 15 
minutes, which means citizens need to be ready to react quickly 
when a warning is issued. By taking a few extra steps and partic-
ipating in the statewide tornado drill, citizens and businesses will 
be ready well in advance if a tornado ever occurs.

In the event of severe weather, the statewide tornado drill will 
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Rowland’s
suRplus outlet

Muskegon St.
Cedar Springs

616-696-9716
We’ve got what you need this spring...

3’x5’ 
commeRcial 
entRy mats

(carpeted w/vinyl back)

$12.99ea

lawn and 
gaRden 
tools

Also visit our Greenville location public waRehouse 
for the same great deals - 1205 W.  Washington St. • Greenville

gRoceRies 
and 

 hbc

anco
wipeR 
blades

$3.49ea
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Emerald Cashews recalled

School board bits

Time to prepare for severe weather

Antique 

           Vintage 
ApprAisAl and sAle
Saturday, April 16, 2016

9am-4pm
Sand Lake UMC Hall
65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake

ApprAisAls $10.00 
donation for each item 

Bake Sale & Light Lunch 
available

rent A tAble
 A limited number of tables are also 

available for selling Vintage and 
Antique items only.

Call 616-636-5930 for details 
or to reserve a table.

Come and spend the day!

&

be postponed until 1:30 p.m. EDT on Thursday, April 14, 2016.
2015 Severe Weather Review 

Last year, Michigan had an average number of tornadoes, 
but it was a below average year for overall severe weather, 
including lightning, severe thunderstorm wind, hail, and flood-
ing. Severe weather was responsible for seven injuries in the 
state during 2015, all on June 22. A tornado outbreak that 
spawned five tornadoes hit the state during the afternoon of 
June 22 and continued into the overnight hours of June 23. The 
Portland EF1 tornado was responsible for five of the injuries 
while the Birch Run-Millington EF2 tornado caused the other 
two injuries. While tornadoes are nature’s most violent weath-
er, all forms of severe weather can have a huge impact on the 
State of Michigan. Michigan citizens need to be vigilant when-
ever severe weather is in the forecast, not only for tornadoes, 
but also for wind, hail, flooding and lightning. 

Flooding, severe thunderstorms and tornadoes in 2015 
caused over $130 million in damages. Nearly half of that to-
tal statewide damage occurred on one date, August 2, 2015. 
The total in damages in 2015 was down dramatically from 
the $2 billion in damages caused by severe weather in 2014, 

Last year (2015) followed a similar pattern as the 
past two years, with fewer days of severe weather 
activity but, when it hit, the severe weather was 
more impactful, with higher winds, larger hail and 
significant damage in Michigan.

Bond refunding question
Two weeks ago, the Post ran an article about the Cedar 

Springs Public School district and the fact that they were 
able to save the taxpayers money by the refunding of 
bonds, Series A and Series B. This should be good news 
for taxpayers. However, some have questioned the process 
and whether the Superintendent was conducting financial 
business for the district without the Board of Education’s 
knowledge.

The reason for this question has to do with a comment 
made at the March 14 board meeting, where the board ad-
opted the ratification resolution. Several writers to the Post 
have noted that Board President Patricia Eary asked, “What 
do we have to do to make this happen?” To which Super-
intendent Dr. Laura VanDuyn answered, “I’ve already 
signed.”

A delegating resolution that the board approved at the 
December 14 board meeting authorized the Superintendent 
to accept and execute the bond purchase agreement with 
the Underwriter, which she did on February 19. The board 
says that the ratification resolution on March 14 was an 
additional (but not mandatory) step to show transparency 
and support for the process.

See the entire statement from the Board about the bond 
refunding on page 13.
Role of the school board and the open 
meetings act

For those who have questions about the role of the Board 
of Education and how it should operate under the Open 
Meetings Act, there will be a special presentation on Tues-
day, April 19, from 6-9 p.m. at the Hilltop Community 
building, in the 3rd floor boardroom. The presentation will 
be given by Scott Morrell, of the Michigan Association 
School Boards. The public is invited to attend. 

Snyder’s-Lance, Inc. is 
initiating a voluntary recall 
for a limited amount of Em-
erald® 100 Calorie Pack 
Roasted & Salted Cashew 
Halves & Pieces product, 
distributed nationwide, due 
to the possible presence 
of small glass pieces. This 
voluntary recall covers only 
specific production codes 
of the following product:

Emerald® 100 Calorie 
Pack Roasted & Salted 
Cashew Halves & Pieces 7 
Packs / 0.62oz.

No injuries have been 
reported to date. They are 
recalling these products 
because they may contain 
small pieces of glass that 
could potentially cause 
injury. They believe the 
source of the glass to be the 
raw cashews received from 
one of their suppliers under 
a specific lot code.

A consumer complaint 
alerted them to the problem.

Consumers who may 

have purchased the prod-
uct listed above should not 
consume it but should con-
tact Consumer Affairs for a 
full refund online at http://
www.emeraldnuts.com/
contact-emerald/ or by call-
ing 503-364-0399 between 
8am and 5pm Pacific Time, 
Monday – Friday.

The voluntary recall is 
limited to the production 
codes listed below. To lo-
cate the production code on 
the carton or inner package, 
consumers should look next 
to the nutrition facts panel. 
No other production codes, 
sizes or varieties of Emer-
ald products are affected by 
this recall.

Information regarding 
Emerald product affected 
by this recall: Retail Car-
ton UPC 0 10300 33324 1; 
Retail Carton before dates 
of 12 DEC 16, 13 DEC 16, 
18 DEC 16, 21 DEC 16; In-
ner package UPC code of 0 
10300 33399 9; and Inner 

package production 
codes of 15346D346S, 
1 5 3 4 7 D 3 4 6 S , 
15352D346S and 
15355D346S.

“The quality and 
safety of our products are the 
top priority for our company,” 
said a company spokesperson, 
in a news release issued April 
1. “We apologize to our retail 
customers and consumers and 

sincerely regret any inconve-
nience created by this recall. 
We are working and cooperat-
ing fully with the U. S. Food 
& Drug Administration on this 
voluntary recall.” 
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ChurchDirectory

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

Although the 
tongue weighs very 

little, few people 
are able to hold it.

Even so the tongue is a little member, 
and boasteth great things. Behold, how great 

a matter a little fire kindleth!
James 3:5

From God’s Little instruction Book- honor Books

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM
Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM

Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays at 3:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

























Pastor Steve Lindeman

Sunday ScheduLe:
TWO WOrShiP SerViceS  at 8:00 a.m.
 and 10:15 a.m.

SuPerViSed nurSery care PrOVided
9:00 a.m.  christian education FOr aLL aGeS 
11:00 a.m.  coffee Fellowship downstairs

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

F i r s 
b a p t i s t  c h u r c h

of cedar springs

233 S. Main Street 616-696-1630

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm

Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

Pastor: Robert Eckert

sunday Worship: 10 aM
enhance fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
coumc.weebly.com

North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh
Pastor Craig S. Carter

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta, MI 49345
616.550.6398

Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
Nursery & Children Ministry Provided

www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org 

St. John Paul II Parish
A Warm and Welcoming Catholic Community
3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

two Services: 
9:30AM & 
11:15AM

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AMSenior Pastor Tom Holloway Worship - 11AM

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org
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www.scwchurch.org
Interim Pastor Joe Gross

Sundays @ 
9:45 AM 

& 11:15 AM

135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Oak & Grant) | 616.696.2970
w w w. t h e s p ri n g s c h u rc h . i n f o

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

     Pioneer Christian Reformed Church 
  Services at Cedarfield Community Center 
      3592 17 Mile RD NE (Next to Meijer) 
 Phone: 696-9120  Web: www.pioneercrc.org 
           Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM 
                     Pastor: Jim Alblas   
 

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pastor: Jim Alblas

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

From the Pulpit

Do you know that Saturday is the Sabbath?
To learn more about 
the Sabbath and the 
truth of the bible visit

The Church of God
Fellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209 www.cogfgomi.org

HEADSTONE & GRAVESITE CLEANING
616.255.7453

dks tebb ins10@gmai l . com
SAND LAKE, MICHIGAN 49343

west michigan
church of Chris

Meeting at the corner of Park & Elm St., Cedar Springs
Sunday Worship: 11am
Sunday Bible Class: 12:30pm
Wednesday Bible Study: 7pm 

FREE 
Correspondence 

Course 
AvAilAblE

(616) 975-2778
westmichcofc10@yahoo.com

Pastor Craig Carter
North KeNt CommuNity 

ChurCh
1480 iNdiaN LaKes rd., sParta 

ChurCh PhoNe #: 550-6398

CoNfideNt GraCe
“Let us then approach the throne of grace with confi-

dence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help 

us in our time of need” (Heb. 4:16 NIV).
What’s so amazing about grace? If we are honest, the lon-

ger we live and serve the Lord, the more we realize that 
God’s grace is simply amazing. One of the most profound 
things about God’s grace is that it invites us to God’s throne 
with confidence. Notice that the throne we are invited to is 
not one of judgment, but of grace. The writer of Romans 
gives us this same picture. He writes, “But the gift is not 
like the trespass. For if the many died by the trespass of the 
one man, how much more did God’s grace and the gift that 
came by the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, overflow to 
the many! Again, the gift of God is not like the result of the 
one man’s sin: The judgment followed one sin and brought 
condemnation, but the gift followed many trespasses and 
brought justification. For if, by the trespass of the one man, 
death reigned through that one man, how much more will 
those who receive God’s abundant provision of grace and 
of the gift of righteousness reign in life through the one 
man, Jesus Christ” (Rom 5:15-17). God provided abundant 
grace for this life. Now that’s a confidence builder in us all! 
God says this grace assures us we can reign in life. We can 
live confidently that if God is for us, who can be against us?

I think it is important to remember that grace is the un-
merited favor of God. It is a favor or kindness shown with-
out regard to the worth or merit of the one who receives it 
and in spite of what that same person deserves. That is why 

Thank you for the cards and prayers at the death of 
Lyman Gates. It meant so much!

Thank you.
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we are invited to come to this throne without hesitation. In 
the above verse, we are instructed to come to this throne 
with “confidence.” Another translation says that we may 
“come boldly” unto the throne of grace. This word “bold-
ly” is the Greek word parrhesia (par-rhay-see’-ah), which 
literally means to come with an all out-outspokenness, 
frankness and bluntness. It also implies that we can do so, 
without fear of some repercussions. 

Let me ask you this question. When was the last time you 
went to God and spoke your mind honestly and openly, 
without fear of some repercussions? You may be uncom-
fortable with this, but that’s exactly what God’s grace al-
lows us to do.  I find it interesting that people harbor all 
kinds of thoughts in their heart that they would not even 
consider speaking with their mouth. Yet, they fail to realize 
God already knows their thoughts! They act as if they were 
to verbalize them to God, he would punish them with some 
consequence. They think a lightning bolt from heaven is 
going to strike them because they had the audacity to speak 
their mind to God. I frequently remind people, God is a big 
boy, feel free to tell Him how you really feel.

Let me challenge you today. Go confidently or boldly 
to God’s throne with whatever need you have. Do not be 
afraid to speak your mind to God, because mercy and grace 
await you. Grace invites you to its throne because it longs 
to help you.

Pastor Craig T. Owens
http://craigtowens.com

Worship Every Sunday at 10:30am
Red Hawk Elementary - Cedar Springs

www.cscalvary.org
(616) 222-5020
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Every Life Tells A Story
 Grant Chapel
45 E. Main Street
Grant, MI 49327

Phone: (231) 834-5613

 Newaygo Chapel
226 State Road

Newaygo, MI 49337
Phone: (231) 652-5613

David J. Fields
Licensed Funeral Director-Owner

Charles M. McKinley
Licensed Funeral Director

www.fieldsmckinley.com

Betty G. riNGLer
Betty G. Ringler, 85, of Cedar Springs, passed away 
peacefully on Monday, April 4, 2016 at home. Betty was 
born February 6, 1931 in Staples, Minnesota, the daughter 
of James and Jenny (Rink) Kubitza. She had worked at the 
Grand Rapids Herald and was a loving wife, mother and 
grandmother. She especially loved her grandchildren. She 
was a member of Mary Queen of Apostles, Sand Lake and 
their Ladies Guild. She loved watching and feeding birds 
and playing card games. Surviving are her husband, Basil, 
whom she married on November 13, 1954; children, Janice 
(Mike) DeGraaf, Karen (Jeff) Sixbury, Douglas (Darlene) 
Ringler, Steve (Lisa) Ringler, Bruce Ringler, Chris Ringler; 
13 grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren; sister-in-law, Helen (Chum) Woodard. She was 
preceded in death by eight brothers and sisters. The family greeted friends Wednesday from 
2-4 and 6-8 pm at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs, where a Rosary 
will be recited at 7:30 pm. Mass of Christian Burial will be celebrated Thursday 11:00 am 
at Mary Queen of Apostles with Rev. Fr.Lam Le celebrant. Interment Sand Lake Cemetery. 
Memorial contributions may be made to Sacred Heart Elementary School, Staples, MN.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

aLthea B. WeLCh
Althea B. Welch, 87, formerly of Cedar Springs, went to be with her Lord on Saturday, 
April 2, 2016 at Christian Rest Home, Grand Rapids. Mrs. Welch was born February 
25, 1929 in Rockford, Michigan, the daughter of Arthur and Hazel (Hall) Bliss. She had 
worked at Wolverine World Wide before becoming a mother and homemaker. She was 
a longtime member of First Baptist Church of Cedar Springs where she taught Sunday 
School and Jr. Church for many years. She loved to cook, bake, knit, crochet, and spend 
time with her grandsons. Surviving are her son, Richard (Linda) Welch; grandsons, David 
and Jonathan; brother, Arthur (Delores) Bliss; many nieces and nephews. She was preceded 
in death by her husband, Gordon in 2010; sisters, Lois Blakeslee, Lowella Husted, and 
Barbara Bliss; brother, Leland Bliss. The family greeted friends Tuesday, April 5 at the 
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. The service was held Wednesday 11:00 
a.m. at First Baptist Church of Cedar Springs. Pastor Dan Currie officiating. Interment 
Fairplains Cemetery, Sparta. Memorial contributions may be made to Christian Rest Home 
or Gentiva Hospice.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs
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CALL US! WE CAN HELP

800.651.7389

Confused about your
Medicare Options?
Paying too much for your current 
Supplemental Medicare plan?

Save up to 65% by 
comparing TOP carriers 
in your area! Call Now!

Get a FREE no obligation 
review of your 

Medicare options. 

We’ll help you fi nd the right 
plan and carrier for you!

Compare every plan in your area 
with the lowest rates!

Compare top carriers costs and 
benefi ts side-by-side!

Compare your plan to current 
market rates!

Friendly service, hassle free & no 
obligation to sign up!

Are you 64 and older? 
MedicareFAQ (Elite Insurance 
Partners) helps individuals 
understand all Medicare options, 
including original Medicare 
Parts A or B or any of the other 
Supplemental Medicare plans like; 
Medicare Supplements (Medigap), 
Medicare Advantage (Part C) or 
Prescription Drugs (Part D).

LEARN about the plans, COMPARE the different types of plans, and SAVE 
on the plan you choice! Speak with a licensed adviser today!

This is a solicitation for insurance. Not a branch of 
Medicare or any other government agency.

I live

alonealone
One press of a button 

sends help fast, 24/7, 
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Tough

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeekHHometownometown

Happenings

Kent theatre
DIGITAL Movies at the

now Showing

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 9

ShowtimeS: 
Friday: 6pm • 9pm
Saturday: 3pm • 6pm • 9pm 
Sunday: 3pm • 6pm

Digital Movie Tickets 
ONLY $3.00

April 
8 • 9 • 10

coming Soon:
live on StAge

April 
22-24

april 14-16

Praise the Lord at Cowboy Church
Apr. 10: 2nd Chance will be having Cowboy Church on 
Sunday, April 10th at 6 pm. It will be at 2nd Chance School 
at 810 – 17 Mile Rd. Cedar Springs (corner of 17 Mile and 
Olin Lakes Rd). The message will be shared by Darryl 
Miller who has an amazing message to share. Music will 
be shared by South Ensley United Methodist Church Praise 
Team singing and sharing their message through  music. 
Invite your family and friends. Cowboy Church will be 
every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month. Each service will 
have different people sharing God's word and music. If you 
have questions, call 616-293-2150. See you there! #12

TOPS weight loss support group
Apr. 12: Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit 
weight loss support group for men and women, meets every 
Tuesday at the Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sand Lake. 
Your first visit is free so come check out what TOPS can 
do to help you reach your weigh loss goals! Weigh-ins 
8:15-9am, meeting starts at 9:15am. In case of inclement 
weather, meetings are cancelled if Tri-County or Cedar 
Springs schools are closed. Call Barb at 696-8049 for more 
information. #14

Spring Rummage Sale
Apr. 13,14: The Cedar Springs United Methodist Women 
will hold a rummage sale in the fellowship hall on the 
corner of Main and Church Streets. Wednesday, April 13th 
from 9 am to 7 pm and Thursday, April 14th from 9 am to 
3 pm. There will be a bag sale on Thursday. Proceeds go 

toward their mission projects. #13,14p

“Are You Being Served?” live on stage 
at the Kent Theatre
Apr. 14-16: Rogue River Community Theatre will present 
the play “Are You Being Served?” by the Samuel French 
Publishing Company at the Kent Theatre on April 14th, 15th 
and 16th at 7:30 pm with a Saturday, April 16th, matinee at 
2 pm. The motley crew of Grace Brothers department store 
prepares for a sale of German goods, followed by a staff 
holiday in Spain. The somehow manage to survive their 
stay in the tropics at a one star establishment and, despite 
their encounters with everything from a Spanish crumpet 
to randy revolutionaries, they get out with everything 
intact but their modesty. Tickets are $12 for adults and 
$7 for students. Go to www.facebook.com/rrctc for more 
information. #14

Lip Sync Battle & Dance Off 
Apr. 16: Teen Extreme: Beyond the Books presents Lip 
Sync Battle and Dance Off on Saturday, April 16th from 2 to 
4 pm at the Cedar Springs Public Library, 43 W. Cherry St. 
Snacks, drinks, prizes, music and awesome dance moves! 
Teens only. Prizes will be given for Best Lip Syncing, Best 
Dance Moves, Most Creative Performance and Overall 
Best Performance (Wins a $15 gift card).  #14

Awesome Owls
Apr. 21: You don’t want to miss this one as Blandford 

Cedar Springs Lions Club
Pancake Breakfast

Saturday, 
apr. 16

7am - 11am
Cedar SpringS 

United MethodiSt ChUrCh
corner of Main & church

Adults $8 • FAmily $25
Pancakes, eggs, bacon, sausage, 

hashbrowns, juice, coffee

all you can eat
Proceeds assist sight conservation

Library
Directory

SPENCER TOWNSHIP BRANCH
14960 Meddler Ave.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday & Wednesday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 5:00 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM

NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM

Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, & Friday 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Wednesday 10:00 am - 7:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am -1:00 pm

http://cedarspringslibrary.org

43 West Cherry St
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-1910
email: ced@llcoop.org

Hometown	Happenings	 articles	 are	 a	 community	 service	 for	 non-profit	 agencies	 only.	Due	 to	 popular	 demand	 for	 placement	 in	 this	
section,	we	can	not	run	all	articles.	Deadline	for	articles	is	Monday	at	5	p.m.	This	 is	not	guaranteed	space.	Articles	will	run	as	space	
allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can email your hometown happenings to happenings@
cedarspringspost.com please include name and phone number for any questions we may have.

Rigorous Exercise for Over 60
Begin by standing on a comfortable surface, where 

you have plenty of room at each side. With a 5-lb po-
tato sack in each hand, extend your arms straight out 
from your sides and hold them there as long as you 
can. Try to reach a full minute, and then relax. Each 
day you’ll find that you can hold this position for just 
a bit longer.

After a couple of weeks, move up to 10-lb potato 
sacks. Then try 50-lb potato sacks and then eventually 
try to get to where you can lift a 100-lb potato sack in 
each hand and hold your arms straight for more than a 
full minute. (I’m at this level.)

After you feel confident at that level, put a potato in 
each of the sacks.

Nature Center joins Howard Christiansen Nature Center for 
our annual Awesome Owls. Thursday, April 21st from 6 to 
8 pm. The night starts with a LIVE OWL presentation by 
Blandford on the Road. Meet real live owls up close! The 
second half of the evening we will take what we learn to 
the woods to call in and listen or view wild owls at HCNC! 
$8/person or $25 for families of 4 or more. Members free. 
Register online, www.HowardChristensen.org, or by calling 
616-675-3158. 16160 Red Pine Drive, Kent City. #14

“Spring Cleaning in Seven Days” 
program

North Kent Community 
Services (NKCS) wants to 
make your spring cleaning 
easy by providing you a 
schedule of what to clean 
(and what to donate). For 
seven days, starting on 
Monday, April 11, NKCS 
will post on its website 
(nkcs.org) and Facebook 
page (facebook.com/North-

KentCommunityServices) 
an easy project to help you 
tackle your spring cleaning. 
Some examples are:

Day 1: While you’re get-
ting dressed this morning, 
take 10-15 minutes to pull 
out the items you haven’t 
worn in the last six months. 
Torn, ripped or stained? No 
problem! NKCS will take 

clean clothing in any con-
dition.

Day 6: Going out to enjoy 
the warm weather? Spend 
a few minutes organizing 
your golf clubs, fishing 
poles, tennis rackets, and 
skateboards. Did you find 
something that the kids (or 
you) aren’t using? Bring it 
to NKCS; the donation area 

is attended seven days a 
week.

Get the kids involved! 
Cleaning should be a fun, 
family activity. Turn up 
some music, open the win-
dows, and celebrate that 
spring is finally here. Don’t 
forget to check the NKCS 
website and Facebook page 
daily.

Arts/entertAinment

are online at
www.cedarspringspost.com

HometownHappenings
and
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Save 77% on Omaha Steaks

Try a little 
TENDERNESS®

1-800-918-0216 ask for 40332XVJ
www.OmahaSteaks.com/sp32

Limit 2 pkgs. at this price. Your 4 free sausages will be 
sent to each shipping address that includes the Family 
Gourmet Feast 40332. Limit of 1 free box of 4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa 
Sausages per shipment. Standard S&H will be added per 
address. Not valid with other o� ers. Expires 5/3/16. ©2015 
OCG | 601B120 | Omaha Steaks, Inc.

The Family Gourmet Feast
2 (5 oz.) Filet Mignons
2 (5 oz.) Top Sirloins
2 (4 oz.) Boneless Pork Chops
4 Boneless Chicken Breasts (1 lb. pkg.)
4 (3 oz.) Kielbasa Sausages
4 (4 oz.) Omaha Steaks Burgers
15 oz. pkg. All-Beef Meatballs
4 (3 oz.) Potatoes au Gratin
4 (4 oz.) Caramel Apple Tartlets
Omaha Steaks Seasoning Packet

40332XVJ | Reg. $219.91

Now Only $4999

PLUS, 4 more 

Kielbasa 
Sausages

FREE!

Directory

“This was a 
big hit!”

Recipe Redo for Your Next Taco Night, Fried Wonton Tacos
By Janet Tharpe

Sharing Hometown Recipes, Cooking Tips and Coupons

What You Need
1 lb ground beef
1 pkg taco seasoning  
   mix
16 wonton wrappers
1 c Mexican blend  
   shredded cheese
1 large chopped tomato
1/2 c shredded lettuce
1 small onion, diced
1 can black olives, sliced
1/2 c water
3/4 c canola oil

Fried  
Wonton Tacos

Directions
• In a skillet, brown 
hamburger until no 
longer pink, drain.

• Add taco seasoning 
and 1/4 cup water. Let 
simmer. 

• Chop all veggies, set 
aside.

• Fill wonton wrappers 
with 1 Tbsp hamburger, 
sprinkle with cheese, 
fold in a triangle.

• Brush edges of 
wontons with 
remaining water (or egg 
wash) to seal the seams.

• In a medium skillet, 
warm oil over medium-
high heat. 

• Add wontons. Brown 
on each side, about 2 
minutes. 

• Remove from skillet 
once golden and crispy. 
Place on paper towels 
to absorb any grease.

• Add veggie toppings, 
as you would a taco.

• Serve with refried 
beans, rice or as an 
appetizer.

www.justapinch.com/wontontaco
Submitted by: Mindy Sena, Burlington, IA (pop. 25,663)

Brought to you by American Hometown Media

Mindy Sena
Burlington, IA

(pop. 25,663)

Put a spin on your taco night, by serving your family 
Mindy Sena’s Fried Wonton Tacos. These savory bites 

are a wonderful appetizer. But make some rice and refried 
beans as Mindy suggests and these yummy apps turn into a 
memorable Mexican-inspired meal!

See step-by-step photos of Mindy’s recipe plus thousands 
more from home cooks nationwide at: 

www.justapinch.com/wontontaco
You’ll also find a meal planner, coupons and chances to 

win! Enjoy and remember, use “just a pinch”...

-Janet

THEME: 
NAME THE SPORT

ACROSS
1. Something proclaimed true 
without proof
6. Trigonometry abbr.
9. *____surfing with no board
13. Shrek and Fiona, e.g.
14. “____ the Games Begin!”
15. Core of personnel
16. Motion picture
17. Baseball stat
18. Spock or Mork
19. *Mask and epee
21. *Pistes and moguls
23. Santa ___ winds
24. Attention grabber
25. *____-wrestling, like in 
“Over the Top”
28. Openmouthed 
astonishment
30. Hollywood’s lighting 
person
35. 1970s carpet
37. “Cheers” regular
39. a.k.a. Pleasant Island
40. Queen of Carthage
41. *____ racing, on a single-
mast vessel
43. Slang for safecracker
44. Altogether
46. 1952 Olympics host

47. No neatnik
48. Candy containing fruit or 
nut
50. Spanish earthen pot
52. Porky’s home
53. Log splitter
55. A in IPA
57. *Scored with love
60. *Most popular sport in 
India
64. Battle royal
65. Color quality
67. Fill with happy spirit
68. “... for _____ waves of 
grain...”
69. Sixth sense
70. ____ Academy in 
Annapolis
71. Popular newspaper page
72. Hi ____ monitor
73. Market booth

DOWN
1. Remove, as a hat

2. Eye rakishly
3. Sheepish expression
4. Hajj destination
5. Inquiring
6. Horsefly
7. Old-fashioned “over”
8. Squirrel away
9. Island east of Java
10. Norse deity
11. Residue
12. Japanese monetary unit
15. Alligator’s cousin
20. Indian bread, pl.
22. Liquor store pony
24. Kind of can
25. Echo sounder
26. Prized for its horns
27. Address to a woman
29. *Played on horseback
31. Fairies
32. Diesel and natural gas, e.g.
33. Cereal killer
34. *____ union or _____ 
league

36. *Played by Rory
38. John Dillinger’s girlfriend, 
e.g.
42. “____ Express” movie
45. Portrait painter
49. It often precedes “chi”
51. Plural of #18 Across
54. Theater guide
56. “Bravo! Bravo!”, e.g.
57. Short-term employee
58. Major European river
59. Sometimes you get what 
you ____
60. Porcinos
61. Pacific Islands’ ceremonial 
drink
62. And others
63. Rossini’s William ____
64. Communist Zedong
66. Put to work

AnsweRs - on page 17



Youth wrestlers compete at state
By Jacquie troupe

West Michigan Pur-
suit traveled to the Kel-
logg Arena in Battle 
Creek this past weekend 
for the 2016 State Fi-
nals. Nineteen grapplers 
entered the competition 
and nine finished in 
the top 8 earning All 
State recognition. WMP 
claimed 47 victories out 
of 81 tough battles. The 
following individuals 
wrestled tough but un-
fortunately fell short of 
making it to the place-
ment rounds. Quinten 
Cassiday and Jayden 
Marcano-Cruz won 
three matches each. Mi-
chael Cannon, Brocke 
Fisher, Jacob Galinis, 
Isaiah Sostenes and Aa-
iden Vasquez won two 
matches each. Patrick 
Fliearman and Tyler Par-
meter won a match. Final 
placements are as follows:

Eighth Place medalist is 
143 lb Jordan Andrus, High 
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WMP wrestlers medal at state
By Barbra Chong

West Michigan Pursuit wrestlers that placed at the state tournament. Pictured 
from left to right:  Back Row, Coach Bill Ketchum and Dave Andrus. Front Row: 
Josh Vasquez, Luke Egan, Chayson Eberspeaker, Drew Moro and Blake Peasley. 
Missing are Zak Schmid, Logan Hull, Lucus Pienton and Jordan Andrus. Photo 
by B. Chong.

Pictured left to right is Coach Bryan Goike, Jonathan Libera-7th place, Coach Jake Marsman and Coach 
Scott Marsman.

Jonathan Libera, Blake 
Falan, Gavyn Byxbe, Hud-
son Crystal, Keaton Klaas-
en, Trevor Marsman and 
Andrew Van Gessel and 
their families travelled to 
Kellogg Arena in Battle 
Creek for the MYWA State 
Tournament over the week-
end. They had 30 matches, 
finishing the weekend 16-
14. Jonathan Libera placed 
7th in the 11-09 61lb divi-
sion. 

“We are proud of how our 
kids did this weekend and 
all year,” said coach Scott 
Marsman. “It is a long sea-
son and they wrestled hard 
and never gave up. Thank 
you to all of the athletes and 
their parents for a wonderful 
season and we look forward 
to working with you next 
year.” 

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By	ranger	steve	Mueller

Spring 
Springs

Spring is more than a date on the calendar in nature nich-
es. By the end of March, spring is less than two weeks old 
and the region appears to be in winter’s wardrobe. A close 
look reveals change is underway.

The Great Horned Owl pair has selected breeding and 
feeding territory. In the evenings during March, they are 
heard hooting together from various vantage points near 
territory’s edge warning other owls to stay clear. The male 
owl selected a horizontal branch at field edges. It was more 
comfortable than standing on one that angles upward. Soon 
he joined the female to the west and they began a large 
circle hoot fest as the night sky darkened along Ody Brook 
Nature Sanctuary’s forest boundary. In darkness, their fo-
cus changes to eating mice and rabbits with periodic breaks 
for nighttime hooting.

I am anxious for the greening of shrubs and trees during 
April but March has been busy with its own spring activ-
ity. Children are better at discovery and seeing changes 
so make it a family affair to get out as “Spring Springs.” 
Less commentary below about each species allows more 
listing of March events but it will be easy to add your own 
commentary on family outings. Take 15 to 30 minutes with 
family to explore occurrences at your home site. More will 
occur if you dedicate some yard space to things natural and 
wild. Allow yard space for native plants and animals that 
resided in pre-settlement Michigan. 

Male Goldfinches are yellowing and their black cap has 
returned. Male birds of many species are chasing females 
wherever they fly. Females birds only find peace when 
standing.

Groups of male Brown-headed Cowbirds stand in trees 
near a female ready to pursue when she flies. Female cow-
birds select forest/field edges where they stand and watch 
other species hour by hour to learn where nests are built. 
When egg laying begins their eggs are deposited in other 
bird’s nests. They have them raise their young. Nest para-
sitism is not underway in March in our area.  

Male red-winged blackbirds arrived two weeks before 
females to claim the best habitats for improved mating suc-
cess. The most fit females compete for best habitat to insure 
reproductive success with adequate food, nesting location, 
and water. Most people do not notice the arrival of the dull 
gray female with its eye stripe and no red on the wing. 

Chipmunk daily activity outside their burrows is typi-
cal except during late season snows. Painted Turtles sun 
on logs during moderately warm sunny days. Woodcock’s 
spectacular display is well underway. Wood Ducks float on 
streams and ponds where they depend on neighboring live 
or dead hollow trees for nesting. Let large dead trees stand. 

Wood Frogs singing peaks in March and mating winds 
down by early April. Spring Peepers and Western Chorus 
Frogs are well into spring chorus. Gray Tree Frogs try out 
their song on warmer nights. 

Moss’s two-toned green of new and old growth is obvi-
ous. The sporophyte stalk with spore head stands tall and 
grows out of the leafy gametophyte plant below. Look 
closely from inches away.

Elms, silver maples, and aspens flower high above while 
speckled alder, hazelnut, and skunk cabbage are shedding 
pollen in closer view. 

Eastern Comma and Cabbage White butterflies are on 
the wing. The first overwintered as adult and the second 
emerged from a chrysalis that overwintered in protected re-
cesses attached to wood or other structures.

Eastern Bluebirds have not started claiming nest boxes by 
the end of March but I am anxious for their blue and orange 
colors to brighten the field. That will be one of the April 
pleasures not to miss.

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

sports/outdoors
medalists include 61 lb 
Chayson Eberspeaker, 6 
& under age group; 148 
lb Lucus Pienton, High 
School division and 55 
lb Josh Vasquez, 9/10 
age group. 2016 State 
Champion is 55 lb Drew 
Moro, 6 & under age 
group.

“A wrestling season 
is built on preparation, 
determination, drive 
and heart,” said Head 
Coach Dave Andrus. “It 
is difficult to achieve 
personal success with-
out the support of each 
wrestler’s family. Every 
wrestling family knows 
you give it your all. A 
season is not defined on 
wins and losses but rath-
er watching your ath-
letes move in a positive 
direction. For a coach, 
it is the greatest joy to 

have an athlete run off the 
mat and into your arms af-
ter achieving their goal,”  he 
added. 

School division. Seventh 
Place medalists include 145 
lb Zak Schmid, 13/14 age 
group and 115 lb Logan 
Hull, High School division. 

Fourth Place medalist is 
58 lb Luke Egan, 7/8 age 
group. Third Place medalist 
is 72 lb Blake Peasley, 7/8 
age group. Second Place 

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche

Advertise in 

P   STThe

How do YOu
connect with community?

call a sales Rep Today! 616.696.3655
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Day  Date  Time  Opponent(s)   Location
Mon		 03/28		 4:15	pm	 vs	Allendale		 Var	Baseball	Field
Tue		 03/29		 4:00	pm	 @	sparta	DH		 sparta	High	school
Wed	 04/13		 4:15pm		 @	Tri-County		 Tri-County	High	school
Thu		 04/14		 4:00	pm	 vs	Holland	DouBLE	HEADEr		 Var	Baseball	Field
Tue		 04/19		 4:15	pm	 @	Greenville	DH		 Greenville	High	school
Thu		 04/21		 4:00	pm	 vs	Greenville		 Var	Baseball	Field
Tue		 04/26		 4:00	pm		 @	Forest	Hills	Eastern	DH		 Forest	Hills	Eastern	Hs
Thu		 04/28		 4:15	pm		 vs	Forest	Hills	Eastern		 Var	Baseball	Field
Tue	 05/03		 4:15	pm		 vs	Wyoming	DH		 Var	Baseball	Field
Thu		 05/05		 4:15	pm		 @	Wyoming		 Wyoming	Area
sat	 05/07		 10:00	am		 @	Lowell		 Lowell	Tournament
Tue	 05/10		 4:15	pm		 @	Northview	DH		 Northview	High	school
Thu	 05/12		 4:15	pm		 vs	Northview		 Var	Baseball	Field
Tue	 05/17		 4:15	pm		 vs	Forest	Hills	Northern	DH		 Var	Baseball	Field
Thu		 05/19		 4:15	pm		 @	Forest	Hills	Northern		 Forest	Hills	Northern
Fri		 05/20		 4:00	pm		 @	rockford	DouBLE	HEADEr		 rockford	High	school

Information is not guaranteed for accuracy. 
Check schedulestar.com for updates.

 

  

JV 

JV 

Girls Softball

Boys Baseball

Girls Tennis

Track & Field

VARSITY

Boys/Girls VARSITY 

VARSITY 

Day  Date  Time  Opponent(s)  Location
Mon		 03/28		 4:15	pm		 @	Allendale		 Allendale	Hs
Tue		 03/29		 4:00	pm		 vs	sparta	DH		 Var	Baseball	Field
Wed		 04/13		 4:15pm		 vs	Tri-County		 Var	Baseball	Field
Thu		 04/14		 4:00	pm	(3:15	PM)	 @	Holland	DouBLE	HEADEr
Thu		 04/14		 4:00	pm	(3:15	PM)	 @	Holland	DouBLE	HEADEr
Tue		 04/19		 4:15	pm		 vs	Greenville	DH		 Var	Baseball	Field
Thu		 04/21		 4:15	pm		 @	Greenville		 Greenville	High	school
Tue		 04/26		 4:15	pm		 vs	Forest	Hills		 Eastern	DH	Var	Baseball	Field
Thu		 04/28		 4:15	pm		 @	Forest	Hills		 Eastern	Forest	Hills	Eastern	Hs
Tue		 05/03		 4:15	pm		 @	Wyoming	DH		 Wyoming	Area
Thu		 05/05		 4:15	pm	 vs	Wyoming		 Var	Baseball	Field
Tue		 05/10		 4:15	pm		 vs	Northview	DH		 Var	Baseball	Field
Thu		 05/12		 4:15	pm		 @	Northview		 Northview	High	school
sat		 05/14		 10:00	am		 @	Allendale	(Allendale	Invite)	 Allendale	Hs
Tue		 05/17		 4:15	pm		 @	Forest	Hills	Northern	DH		 Forest	Hills	Northern
Thu		 05/19		 4:15	pm		 vs	Forest	Hills	Northern		 Var	Baseball	Field
Fri		 05/20		 4:15	pm	 vs	Fruitport		 Var	Baseball	Field
Tue		 05/24		 4:15	pm		 @	Central	Montcalm

Cedar SprinGS red HawkS
SpRInG SpoRTS 

ScheduleS

Boys Golf
VARSITY 

2015-16

Day  Date  Time  Opponent(s) Title  Location
Tue		 03/29		 3:30	pm		 @	sparta	High	school	(HosT)		 Tri	Meet	 North	Kent	Golf	Course
        tri County high school
Thu		 04/14		 1:00	pm		 @	Forest	Hills	Central	Ms/Hs		 Kent	County	Classic
Thu		 04/21		 9:00	am		 vs	Lakeview		 LakeView	Tournament		 st.	Ives	Golf	Course
sat		 04/23		 9:00	am		 @	Lakeview		 LakeView	Tournament		 Brookside	Golf	Course
Mon		 04/25		 3:30	pm		 @	Greenville		 Conference	Jamboree		 Brookside	Golf	Course
Wed		 04/27		 3:30	pm		 @	Forest	Hills	Eastern		 Conference	Jamboree		 Eqypt	Valley	Golf	Course
sat		 04/30		 9:00	am		 @	rockford		 rockford	Invite		 Cedar	Chase	Golf	Course
Mon		 05/02		 3:30	pm		 @	Wyoming	 Conference	Jamboree		 GlenEagle	Golf	Club
Wed		 05/04		 3:30	pm		 vs	oPEN	DATE		 Conference	Jamboree		 Cedar	Chase	Golf	Course
Fri		 05/06		 9:00	am		 @	sparta		 sparty	Cup		 North	Kent	Golf	Course
Mon		 05/09		 3:30	pm		 @	Forest	Hills	Northern		 Conference	Jamboree		 Eqypt	Valley	Golf	Course
Wed		 05/11		 3:30	pm		 @	Northview		 Conference	Jamboree		 Thousand	oaks	Golf	Course
sat		 05/14		 9:00	am		 @	Big	rapids		 Big	rapids	INVITE		 Katke	Golf	Course
Wed		 05/18		 8:30	am		 @	oPEN	DATE		 Conf.	Championship		 Boulder	Creek

Day		 Date		 Time		 opponent(s)		 Location
Mon		 03/28		 4:00	pm		 @	sparta		 sparta	High	school
Tue		 03/29	 4:00	pm		 @	Kelloggsville
Wed		 03/30		 4:00	pm		 @	(Tri	Meet)	Whitehall	High	school	(HosT)	 Whitehall	High	school
   Big Rapids high school 
sat	 04/16	 	8:00	am		 @	sparta	spartan	Invite		 sparta	High	school
Wed		 04/20	 	4:15	pm		 @	Forest	Hills	Northern		 Forest	Hills	Northern
Thu		 04/21	 	4:00	pm		 vs	Big	rapids		 Hs	Tennis	Courts
sat		 04/23	 	9:00	am		 @	Lowell	Invitational	 Lowell
Mon		 04/25	 	4:15	pm		 @	Forest	Hills	Eastern		 Forest	Hills	Eastern	Hs
Wed		 04/27	 	4:15	pm		 vs	Wyoming		 Cedar	springs	Hs
sat		 04/30	 	9:00	am		 @	(QuAD)			 Fruitport	High	school
	 	 	 Fruitport	High	school	(HosT)
   Coopersville high school
   Greenville high school
Mon		 05/02		 4:15	pm		 @	Greenville		 Greenville	High	school
Mon		 05/09		 4:15	pm		 vs	Northview		 Cedar	springs	Hs
sat		 05/14		 8:00	am		 @	oPEN	DATE	-		Conference	Tournament	FHE	and	FHN

Day  Date  Time  Opponent(s)  Location
Mon		 03/28	 4:00	pm	 vs	sparta	DH		 Var	softball	Field
Tue		 03/29		 4:15	pm	 @	south	Christian	DH		 south	Christian
Wed		 04/13	 4:15pm		 vs	Tri-County		 Var	softball	Field
sat		 04/16	 10:00	am	 vs	(redhawk	Invite)	 Var	softball	Field
   Big Rapids high school
	 	 	 Central	Montcalm	High	school
	 	 	 reeths-Puffer	High	school
Tue		 04/19	 4:15	pm		 vs	Greenville	DH		 Var	softball	Field
Thu	 04/21	 4:15	pm		 @	Greenville		 Greenville	High	school
sat		 04/23	 1:00	pm		 @	reeths-Puffer	rocket	Invite		 softball	World	Muskegon
Tue		 04/26	 4:15	pm		 vs	Forest	Hills	Eastern	DH		 Var	softball	Field
Thu		 04/28	 4:15	pm		 @	Forest	Hills	Eastern		 Forest	Hills	Eastern	Hs
Tue		 05/03		 4:15	pm		 @	Wyoming	DH		 Wyoming	Area
Thu		 05/05		 4:15	pm		 vs	Wyoming		 Var	softball	Field
Tue		 05/10	 4:15	pm		 vs	Northview	DH	 	Var	softball	Field
Thu		 05/12	 4:15	pm		 @	Northview		 Northview	High	school
sat		 05/14	 10:00	am		 @	Tri	County	Tournament	 Tri-County
Tue		 05/17	 4:15	pm		 @	Forest	Hills	Northern	DH		 Forest	Hills	Northern
Thu		 05/19	 4:15	pm	 vs	Forest	Hills	Northern		 Var	softball	Field
Mon		 05/23		 4:15	pm		 vs	Kenowa	Hills	DouBLE	HEADEr		 Var	softball	Field
Thu		 05/26		 4:00	pm		 @	Zeeland	East	DH		 Zeeland	East	Hs

Day  Date  Time  Opponent(s) Title  Location 
Tue		 03/29		 4:00	pm		 @	sparta	High	school	(HosT)	 Snow Melter
   Big Rapids high school
   Fremont high school
   Lowell high school
   tri County high school
Thu	 	04/14		 4:00	pm		 @	Wyoming		 	 Wyoming	Area
sat		 04/16		 11:00	am		 @	Coopersville		 Coopersville Invite - BOYS ONLY
sat		 04/16		 11:00	am		 @	sparta		 Sparta Invitational - GIRLS ONLY
Tue		 04/19		 4:00	pm		 vs	Forest	Hills	Northern		 	 red	Hawk	stadium
sat		 04/23		 9:00	am		 @	Chippewa	Hills		 Chippewa Hills Invitational
Tue		 04/26		 4:00	pm		 vs	Greenville		 	 red	Hawk	stadium
Tue		 05/03		 4:00	pm		 @ Northview	High	school	(HosT)  Conference Meet  northview high school
   Forest hills eastern
sat		 05/07		 10:00	am		 vs	(redhawk	Invite)		 Redhawk Invite  Red hawk stadium
   Caledonia high school
   Forest hills northern hs
   Grand Rapids Christian hs
   Grandville high school
   Greenville high school
   kenowa hills high school
   Rockford high school
Fri		 05/13		 4:00	pm		 @	Forest	Hills	Eastern		 OK Bronze Championship  Forest hills eastern hs
Tue		 05/17		 4:00	pm		 vs	(JV	Conference	Meet)		 JV Conference Meet  Cedar springs hs
   Forest hills eastern
   Forest hills northern hs
   Greenville high school
   northview high school
   wyoming high school
Tue		 05/31		 5:00	pm		 @	Greenville		 Daily News Meet  Greenville high school

Day  Date  Time  Opponent(s)  Location
Tue		 03/29		 4:15	pm		 vs	south	Christian	DH		 Var	softball	Field
Wed		 04/13		 4:15pm		 @	Tri-County		 Tri-County	High	school
sat		 04/16		 10:00	am		 @	Wayland	Invitational	 Wayland
Tue		 04/19		 4:15	pm		 @	Greenville	DH		 Greenville	High	school
Thu		 4/21	 4:15	pm	 vs	Greenville	 	Var	softball	Field
Tue		 04/26		 4:15	pm		 @	Forest	Hills	Eastern	DH		 Forest	Hills	Eastern	Hs
Thu		 04/28		 4:15	pm	 vs	Forest	Hills	Eastern		 Var	softball	Field
Tue		 05/03		 4:15	pm	 vs	Wyoming	DH		 Var	softball	Field
Thu		 05/05		 4:15	pm		 @	Wyoming		 Wyoming	Area
Tue		 05/10		 4:15	pm	 @	Northview	DH		 Northview	High	school
Thu		 5/12	 4:15	pm	 vs	Northview		 Var	softball	Field
sat		 05/14		 10:00	am		 vs	(redhawk	Invite)	 Var	softball	Field
	 	 	 Central	Montcalm	High	school
	 	 	 reeths-Puffer	High	school
   sparta high school
Tue		 05/17		 4:15	pm		 vs	Wayland	DH		 Var	softball	Field

VARSITY 

 

JV 

Girls Soccer
VARSITY 
Day  Date  Time  Opponent(s)  Location
Fri		 03/25		 6:45	pm		 vs	Kenowa	Hills		 red	Hawk	stadium
Mon	 03/28		 6:45	pm		 vs	Big	rapids		 red	Hawk	stadium
Wed	 04/13		 6:45	pm		 @	Fruitport		 Fruitport	High	school
Fri		 04/15		 6:45	pm		 vs	Lowell		 Cedar	springs	Hs
sat	 04/16		 6:45	pm		 vs	rockford		 red	Hawk	stadium
Fri		 04/22		 5:45	pm		 @	Tri-County		 Tri-County	High	school
Mon	 04/25		 6:45	pm		 vs	Wyoming		 red	Hawk	stadium
Wed		 04/27	 6:45	pm		 @	Northview		 Northview	High	school
Mon	 05/02		 6:45	pm		 vs	Forest	Hills	Eastern		 red	Hawk	stadium
Wed	 05/04	 6:45	pm		 vs	Forest	Hills	Northern		 red	Hawk	stadium
Fri		 05/06		 6:45	pm		 vs	Jenison		 red	Hawk	stadium
Mon		 05/09		 6:45	pm		 @	Greenville		 Greenville	High	school
Wed		 05/11		 6:45	pm		 @	Wyoming		 Wyoming	Area
Fri		 05/13		 6:45	pm		 vs	sparta		 red	Hawk	stadium
Mon		 05/16		 6:45	pm		 vs	Northview		 red	Hawk	stadium
Wed		 05/18	 6:45	pm		 @	Forest	Hills	Eastern		 Forest	Hills	Eastern	Hs
Tue		 05/24		 6:45	pm		 @	Forest	Hills	Northern		 Forest	Hills	Northern
Wed		 05/25		 6:45	pm		 vs	Greenville		 red	Hawk	stadium
Wed		 06/15		 7:00	pm		 vs	oPEN	DATE	-		MHSAA DIV 3 SEMI FINALS Red hawk stadium

Day  Date  Time  Opponent(s)  Location
Fri		 03/25		 5:00	pm		 vs	Kenowa	Hills		 red	Hawk	stadium
Mon		 03/28	 5:00	pm		 vs	Big	rapids		 red	Hawk	stadium
Wed		 04/13		 5:00	pm		 @	Fruitport		 Fruitport	High	school
Fri		 04/15		 5:00	pm		 vs	Lowell		 red	Hawk	stadium
sat	 04/16	 5:00pm		 vs	rockford
Fri		 04/22	 4:00	pm		 @	Tri-County		 Tri-County	High	school
Mon	 04/25		 5:00	pm	 	vs	Wyoming		 red	Hawk	stadium
Wed	 04/27	 5:00	pm		 @	Northview	 	Northview	High	school
Mon		 05/02		 5:00	pm		 vs	Forest	Hills	Eastern		 red	Hawk	stadium
Wed	 05/04	 5:00	pm		 vs	Forest	Hills	Northern		 red	Hawk	stadium
Fri		 05/06		 5:00	pm		 vs	Jenison		 red	Hawk	stadium
Mon		 05/09	 5:00	pm		 @	Greenville		 Greenville	High	school
Wed		 05/11	 5:00	pm		 @	Wyoming		 Wyoming	Area
Fri		 05/13	 5:00	pm		 vs	sparta		 red	Hawk	stadium
Mon		 05/16	 5:00	pm		 vs	Northview		 red	Hawk	stadium
Wed		 05/18		 5:00	pm		 @	Forest	Hills	Eastern		 Forest	Hills	Eastern	Hs
Tue	 05/24	 5:00	pm		 @	Forest	Hills	Northern		 Forest	Hills	Northern
Wed		 05/25		 5:00	pm		 vs	Greenville		 red	Hawk	stadium

JV 
Day  Date  Time  Opponent(s) Title  Location
Thu		 04/14		 3:30	pm		 vs	Lowell	Cedar		 	 Chase	Golf	Course
Mon		 04/25		 3:30	pm		 @	Northview		 	 Boulder	Creek	Golf	Course
Tue	 04/26		 3:30	pm		 @	Forest	Hills	Eastern		 Conference	Jamboree		 English	Hills	Golf	Course
Mon		 05/02		 3:30	pm		 vs	oPEN	DATE		 Conference	Jamboree		 Cedar	Chase	Golf	Course
Wed		 05/04		 3:30	pm		 @	Wyoming		 Conference	Jamboree	 Maple	Hill	Golf	Course
Mon		 05/09		 3:30	pm		 @	Greenville		 Conference	Jamboree	 Glenkerry	Golf	Course
Wed		 05/11		 3:30	pm		 @	Forest	Hills	Northern		 Conference	Jamboree	 Eqypt	Valley	Golf	Course
Fri		 05/13		 3:30	pm		 vs	Kenowa	Hills		 	 Cedar	Chase	Golf	Course
Tue		 05/17		 3:30	pm		 vs	Comstock	Park		 	 Cedar	Chase	Golf	Course



Row 1: Coach London, Austin Emmorey, James Powell, Dawson Wood, Evan Galle, Tayvon 
Gardner, Jacob Meredith, Josh Allen.
Row 2: Danny Ebert, Chandler Marble, Dane Conely, Jarred Reyers, Kaiden Rodwell, Cade 
O'Connor, Jarrett Nagle.
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Track & Field

Row 1: Thomas Reed, Dylan Williams, Hunter Reason, Macarty Snoeyink.
Row 2: Joshua Bray, Jacob Hooker, Dan Draper, Nick Frodl, Nick Campione. 
Row 3: Coach Keith Williams, Daniel Young, Mike Kulak, Dugan Conely, Dirk Zain.

Baseball

Row 1: Brendan Johnson, Ethan Brown, Alex Robinson, Bradley Barnard, Kevin Galloway, 
Brayden Harper. 
Row 2: Coach Schlump, Paul Krajewski, Austin Nielsen, Brandyn Kirchhoff, Kaleb Serdon, 
Cole Davis, Dylan Tanis. 

Row 1: Graham Bayink, Dylan Sanders, Chase Swatzell, Alex Jones, Kolby Swank, Isaiah Schatz, 
Remington Sawade, Brandon Sawade, Anthony Brew, Dallas Mora. Row 2: Austin Ellis, Chase 
Merlington, Tyler Lovell, Gavin Baldwin, Evan Ream, Patrick Ellison, Zach VanAssen, Ethan West, 
Austin Stockreef, Ethan Baker. Row 3: Gage Gardner, Paul Mead, John Todd, Alexander Douglas, 
Brandon Harthorn, Ethan Ream, Conrad Davis, Tony Hendges, Sam Blanchard, Christian Bird.Row 
4: Coach Brazier, Chaz Twichell, Austin Basso, Jaron Spencer, Christian Twichell, Dylan Ostrom-
Howell, Jordon Lyon, Brayden Marvel, Joshua Graham, Jacob Outwin, Assistant Coach Garrett Lacy

BoYS

Cedar SprinGS red HawkS2015-16All About
Heating & 

cooling inc.

Gould’s 
Mini-Mart

VARSITY BoYS

12505 Northland Dr.

616-866-2662

12771 Northland Dr.

616-696-0100

14150 Cypress
Sand Lake

616-636-5539

3575 14 Mile Rd.

616-866-7670

Well Drill ing
8744 124th St. 

Sand Lake

616-636-5684

8955 Sparta Ave.
Corner of M-37 & Sparta Ave.

The Vanderhyde’s Are Horse Tradin’ In Sparta

616-887-1791
Good Luck Red Hawks!

www.spartachevy.com

JV BoYS

Row 1: Derek Egan, Peyton Newman, Logan Kobayashi, Nathan Draper. 
Row 2: Trevor Reed, Seth Biggs, Colton Gould, Jake West, Parker Amell.
Row 3: Tyler Bassett, Riley Hawkins, Wyatt Knauf, Coach Tyson Hoffman.
Not Pictured: Coach Justin Louck, Jarrett Hoogerhyde, Lucas Pienton, Dylan Cudney.

GIRlS
Row 1: Madisen Mora, Kayla VanAssen, Mackenna Darling, Faith Peacock, Tara Tepin, 
Hannah Heintzelman, Ellie Ovokaitys, Alison Hall, Allyson Marvel, Rocio Ramos, Mackenzie 
Weber. Row 2: Allison Rypma, Bailey Robydek, McKenzie Noga, Jeslyn Saenz, Mackenzie 
Rugg, Rachel Bowers, Rachel Crystal, Danielle Zachmann, Abigail Hall, Kaeli Besmer, 
Emily Pierson, Madison Douglas. Row 3: Coach Neier, Alexa Empie, Danielle VanGorp, 
Natalie Hamilton, Alexis Majewski, Carly Warner, Baylie VanDyke, Julia Jackson, Carolanne 
Merlington, Jazmon Clark-Ehrke, Elayna Male, Coach Marie Covey.

20635 W. Stanton Rd.
Pierson

616-636-8289

4115 17 Mile Rd Ne
Cedar Springs

616-696-0050

BOYS GOLF

3705 Gentleway

616-696-1212

CedAr
AnimAl 

HospitAl

truck parts
15730 Northland Dr.

Cedar Springs

616-696-1520

VARSITY JV
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Row 1: Katelyn Bartholomew, Stephanie Hay, Alyssa Keaton, Aliyah Hobbs, Sydnee Jager. 
Row 2: Rachel Prins, Rebecca Yaklin, Hannah Cederquist, Mariah Alger, Kaley Louck, Kaitlin Ringler. 
Row 3: Team Manager Kelly Barnes, Ashley Wise, Raegan Hickok, Bailey Lachniet, Coach Heidi 
Walburg

VARSITY GIRlS JV GIRlS

Row 1: Bianca Petersen, Jazmyn Reich, Emily Brown, Emily Slagter, Courtney Pienta. 
Row 2: Savannah Perkin, Taylor Jager, Madison Derus, Taylor Whitmill, Cassie Frasier.
Row 3: Amy Cook, Hayley Lucarelli, Kaitlyn Kuiphof, Katelyn Grove, Maizy Gleason, 
Coach Allison DeBoer.

Girls Soccer

Softball

Row 1: Maddie VanDusen, Janelle Odren, Kelsie Webber, Ali Sparling, Kaitlyn Coons, Erika 
Larsen, Grace Dault. 
Row 2: Brighton Miller, Megan Dreyer, Gabrielle Howard, Samantha TerHorst, Cassandra 
Rivard, Taylor Pasley. 
Row 3: Lauren White, Abby Gebott, Sienna Wight, Ashley Vanderhoef, Brooke Morris, Lauren 
VanDenHout, Coach Justin Harnden.

SpoRTS ScheduleS

Row 1: Erin Bouwens, Heather Mann, Sarah Martin, Maddie Nichols, Sabrina Caldwell, Molly 
Doherty. 
Row 2: Brooke Weeks, Skyler Calati, Myla Umphrey, Julia VanDenHout, Kaylyn Shears, 
Brooklyn Andres, Hailey Arnold. 
Row 3: Coach Chris Painter, Bailey Rocafort, Jenica Buchner, Audrie Davis, Ashlee Neve, 
Nicole Vanderhoef, Karissa Briggs, Coach Melissa Damico.

VARSITY JV

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek manager-owner www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 years

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze
88 East Division Street | Sparta, MI 49345-1394
Phone 616.887.1761 | Fax 616-887.2870
www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

Good Luck Red Hawks!

13655 Shaner Ave.

616-696-0622

8450 Shaner Ave.

616-866-0724
Emergency Call 911

14111 White Creek Ave.
Cedar Springs

616-696-3647

4116 17 Mile Road

616-696-9610

Spring

422 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs

616-696-0853

169 N. State
Sparta

616-887-8661

Sparta
   Sport
      Shop

69 Northland Dr. 
Sand Lake

616-636-5341

Body Shop

a Sports and Schools & Events division of

Photos courtesy of

7620 Myers Lake Ave. • Rockford 
616.874.9101

Robinson
Septic cleaning, llc

1565 Dagget Rd. • Pierson

616-636-5565

13861 White Creek 
616-696-0010

Row 1: Majory Shevock,
Megan Zinn, 
Emma Schut, 
Jordan Ackerman, 
Leslie Hansen, 
Anna Krupp, 
Makeelie Lemery, 
Ashleigh Lynn Krauss. 
Row 2: Mackenzie Tawney, 
Mariah Rios,
Jessica Brunett, 

GirLS TenniS
Anna Behvenwald, 
Ryllie Rivard, 
Samantha Finch, 
Mady Titus
Row 3: Coach Russel
Alyssa Marshall, 
Emilee Pastoor, 
Morgan Shevock, 
Michaela Tawney, 
Sarah Kiander, 
Coach Johns 
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HospiceMarshal

Patrick Fliearman
Junior Patrick Fliearman has 

been named March 2016 Student 
Athlete of the Month for Wrestling.  
Patrick is the son of Jim & Renee 
Fliearman. He is a three year var-
sity wrestler and  won 15 matches 
this season.   Patrick is also a black 
belt in Karate.   He does great in 
the classroom with a 4.0 GPA and 
is on the National Honor Society.   

Coach Emery comments: “ The Spectacular aspect about 
Patrick is his dedication to the sport.  He has a great work 
ethic, participates in all team functions and is a phenome-
nal teammate who puts the team first.”

Jenna Zoerman
Junior Jenna Zoerman has been 

named the March 2016 Student Ath-
lete of the Month for Competitive 
Cheer.  Jenna is the daughter of Joel 
& Kate Zoerman.   Jenna was named 
All Conference in 2013 and All Con-
ference Honor Mention in 2014 & 
2015.  She also does excellent in the 
classroom with a 3.88 GPA and has 
been  involved in many community 

volunteer events such as the Alzheimers Walk, Back to School 
Clinic, Santa Clause Parade, and Rocket Cheer Coach.   Coach 
Olszewski comments:  “Jenna takes all advanced placement 
classes even though she plays more than one sport.  She priori-
tizes her work and maintains an excellent GPA and works hard 
at practices.  She is in all three rounds on the mat, she has a 
substantial skill set for our sport.  She is growing and learning 
what it takes to be a leader in her sport and life.” 

Cedar Springs Public Schools

1565 Dagget Rd., Pierson
616-636-5565

Robinson
Septic Tank Cleaning4116 17 Mile Road

Cedar Springs
616-696-9610

88 E. Division St., Sparta
616-887-1761

8450 Shaner Ave.
Rockford

616-866-0724
8955 Sparta Ave.

Sparta
616-887-1791616-696-1204

CedaR SPRINGS
PublIC 
     SChoolS

exCelleNCe & INNovatIoN

Middle School Honors Band
The following students performed in the MSBOA District 7 

Middle School Honors Band March 12.  The concert was held at 
Grand Haven High School in a packed auditorium.  The guest con-
ductor was Dr. Kevin Tutt from GVSU.  The students rehearsed 
the previous Wednesday night from 6:00 pm to 8:30 pm at Kent 
City High School, then Saturday from 8:30 am until their perfor-
mance at 3:30.  The students said they really enjoyed Dr. Tutt and 
getting to meet and play with about 100 band students from other 
schools (even though they were really tired by the end of the day). 

2016 Winter All Conference Athletes
Bowling
Jacob Cartwright
Dugan Conely
Blake Fisk
Trevor Ruark
Breanna Feikema
Allison Marvel
Emma Schut

Competitive Cheer
Hannah Cederquist
Kaylee Mihlethaler
Gabby Endres
Jasmine Suschil
Sophie Mihlethaler

Wrestling
Jacob Galinis
Ryan Ringler
Pat Depiazza

Ice Hockey
William Fisher
Cameron Umphrey
Jacob McHenry

Girls Basketball
Baylie Vandyke

Boys Basketball
Nick Jackson

Girls Bowling 
goes to State

Girls Bowling Team 
made it to State for the first 
time EVER!!

Individual Qualifiers 
Dugan Conely and Emma 
Schut.

Go REDHAWKS!

Honorable Mention
Sophie Mihlethaler & Jenna Zoerman, Competitive Cheer
Alan Kolenda, Ice Hockey
Aaliyah Sargent, Girls Basketball
Taylor VanDyke, Boys Basketball

Spring Pops Concert  
High School - 5/12  @7pm in High School Auditorium
6th- 8th Grades - 5/17 (& Art Show)  @6:30pm in Middle 

School Cafeteria

CS Bands Collage Concert
May 3, 2016 CS Bands Collage Concert  7:00pm at the 

High School Auditorium

2016 - 2017 Kindergarten 
Registration is OPEN  

Your child must be 5 years old by September 1, 2016 to register 
for Kindergarten.  

Visit www.csredhawks.org, Select “Enrollment”
Central Registration office is located on the 2nd Floor of the 

Hilltop Community Building.
If you have questions or need additional information, 616-696-

7317 or registrar@csredhawks.org

Open Enrollment for Preschool
Open Enrollment for the Tuition Based Preschool is OPEN! 

Classes will be forming for students who are 3 or 4 years old 
by September 1, 2016.

Information is available for families that are interested in tuition 
assistance for preschool.  Contact Cedar Trails Elementary main 
office at 616.696.9884

Hearing and Vision Screening
Kindergarten entrants for the 2016-2017 school year will need 

documentation of Hearing and Vision Screening through the Kent 
County Health Department (KCHD).   The KCHD will be at Ce-
dar Trails Elementary on the following dates:   May 13, 2016 and 
May 26, 2016

Please call Cedar Trails Elementary at 616.696.9884 or the 
Registrar’s Office at 616.696.7317 to schedule an appointment.  
Additional appointment times can be scheduled by calling the 
KCHD at 616.632.7047

2016-17 School Year Schools of
Choice Information

Cedar Springs Public Schools participates in both the Kent In-
termediate School District (ISD) and the 105c Schools of Choice 
plans. Applications are available at the District Office once the 
Schools of Choice window opens.

Schools of Choice -  April 11 through May 13
105c - April 11 through May 13

Central Registration 
(616) 696-7317   or  registrar@csredhawks.org

For more information about Schools of Choice, please visit 
www.csredhawks.org

2016 - 2017 School Year District Calendar 
available www.csredhawks.org

Students from left to right 1st row: Sierra Johnson, Kristen Lubben, 
Nathan Flower. 2nd row: Tehya Greenbauer, Emily Whilden, Matt Reed, 
Jaydon Grifhorst, Cecilia Smith.  Congratulations!  Go Red Hawks.

student Athletes 
of the Month

Maranda from Wood TV8 Reading to Debri, Bellamy, Dault, & Shoffner 
classes for March is Reading Month! 

March is Reading Month

The Attorney General of Michigan, Mr. Bill Schuette, will be at Cedar Springs High 
School on April 14 at 1:00 p.m. to "Kick Off" OK2SAY. OK2SAY is a comprehensive 
communication system that empowers students, parents, school personnel,  
community mental health service programs, and law enforcement officials to 
share and respond to student safety and school violence threats.

For more information about the OK2SAY program, visit www.ok2say.org
For more information about the OK2SAY program Kick Off, visit www.csredhawks.org
If you would like to attend please RSVP to Pam Kozicki by April 11 at 3:00 pm.
pam.kozicki@csredhawks.org OR 616-696-1204 x1004
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SchoolNature

From the Superintendent’s Desk

Laura VanDuyn, 
Ed.D.

You’re Invited! 
The Cedar Springs Public Schools Board of Education and Superintendent Dr. Laura VanDuyn  

cordially invite you to join us for a presentation by  
Scott Morrell, Michigan Association of School Boards 

 

Role of the School Board and The Open Meetings Act 

 

Tuesday, April 19, 2016 
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm 

 
Hilltop Community Building, 3rd Floor, Board Room 

204 East Muskegon Street 
Cedar Springs, MI  49319 

 
 

Cedar Springs Public Schools
Exciting School District News:  Bond 
Refunding, Series A and Series BDear Cedar Springs 

Public Schools Families:
Teaching and learn-

ing…it’s why we exist 
at Cedar Springs Public 
Schools (CSPS) and it’s 
why we work hard to be 
the best school district 

we can be.  Our focus is on students, clear 
and simple.  In order to focus on students, our 
administration, faculty and staff support each 
other in a collaborative manner to continue our 
practice of professional learning and interac-
tion.  We are engaged in an abundance of sup-
port for each other throughout our district…
all in an effort to support our most cherished 
students.

As you know, great things are happening 
every day at CSPS!  We are engaged with our 
parents, community, students and staff to pro-
vide the Board of Education with feedback for 
a new strategic plan.  We are assessing our fa-
cilities and transportation operations to plan for 
the most effective and efficient practices.  We 
are implementing a formal budget process that 
involves our administrators (they report how 
much they are enjoying the process and we’re 
proud of them for taking it on!).  We are put-
ting effective human resource processes and 
systems in place.   We are continually updat-
ing our newly adopted Board policies that are 
now on our website.  We are reforming and 
enhancing our business practices to plan for a 
bright future.  We are adding a dental clinic to 
our medical clinic (at no cost to our district!).  
We are communicating with our parents and 
community more than ever before through our 
website, the Red Hawk Review, The CS Post.  
All this and much more is providing the “in-
frastructure” upon which we will continue to 
build this fantastic district.

All things we do, such as the aforementioned 
“infrastructure,” are to support teaching and 
learning.  Let me highlight some of the fantas-
tic things we are excited about  as we support 
our most amazing teachers who in turn support 
our incredible students.

We are excited to highlight our teachers and 
administrators in the work they do each day for 
students during our on-site AdvancED accred-
itation review by an external team of evalua-
tors in May!  We are proud of the hard work, 
high expectations and outcomes we see in our 
classrooms and we want to share that in this 
rigorous process we choose to engage in every 
5 years.  

We are excited to witness the effective prac-
tices of Responsive Classroom® at our schools 
as the entire teaching and support staffs of 
Beach and Cedar Trails engaged in profession-
al learning together and are establishing effec-
tive school wide practices.  We are proud of 
our staffs for their commitment to professional 
learning and collaboration around Responsive 
Classroom®.

We are excited to see the hard work our K-5 
teachers and administrators will do to select 
math curriculum to support our teachers and 
students for years to come.  We look forward to 
the thorough process of curriculum review we 
have put in place to engage with publishers and 
to provide for high-level academic discourse 
between our teachers and administrators as 
they collaborate to select the curriculum 
(just as our 6-12 math teachers did last year).

We are excited to see our new Advanced 
Placement (AP) classes, like AP Economics, 
evolve due to the interest and commitment of 
our high school teachers and administrators.

We are excited to complete the School Im-
provement Plan process that involves our 
teachers, parents and administrators.  Better 
yet, this year we directly aligned that process 
to a District Improvement Plan process that in-
volves our parents, teachers and administrators 
as well.  All of the intentional planning in this 

process helps us focus on goals at each site and 
as a district.

We are excited to see what our tech-inspired 
teachers do after attending the MACUL con-
ference in Grand Rapids for solid professional 
learning and collaboration around all things 
technology.  We were able to send about 25 
teachers who will in turn provide professional 
learning and collaboration for our staffs next 
fall.  We are proud of our innovative teachers!

We are excited to see the outcome of our 
Leverage Leadership training that all our ad-
ministrators are enjoying throughout this year 
and next fall.  The training is centered around 
the most effective way for administrators to en-
gage with teachers in evaluations to help them 
further develop their craft.  We commend our 
administrators for their continued interest in 
and growth around teaching and learning.

We are excited to engage in instructional 
rounds again in the coming weeks as it’s the 
district office and site collaboration around 
teaching and learning that is essential and en-
ergizing.

We are excited to see the positive results of 
hiring 4 counselors to support our students, 
teachers, and administrators.  The counselors 
were funded through grant dollars and we now 
have support for our students who need coun-
seling, behavior interventions, and other sup-
ports to remove barriers so they can focus on 
academics.  This is a critical support to all.

We are excited to see the impact of imple-
menting the Okay2Say program in our schools 
as students will have access to a confidential 
process to report acts of school violence, poten-
tial suicides, drugs, bullying, etc.  The statistics 
for the program are incredible – we’ll soon take 
part!

We are excited to continue providing profes-
sional learning for our teachers who are ask-
ing to know more about Ruby Payne’s work 
on poverty and how it impacts teaching and 
learning.

We are excited to reap the benefits of more 
effective and efficient master scheduling after 
providing Powerschool® training for our mid-
dle and high school administrators, counselors 
and support staff along with offering district 
office support during the scheduling process.

We are excited to provide more math and 
reading interventionists to support our students 
and teachers.  The interventionists are grant 
funded and offer small group or 1:1 targeted 
instruction for students in need of more support 
to meet academic standards. 

We are excit-
ed that we used 
TRIG grant funds 
to provide new 
computers for our 
high school teach-
ers and new com-
puter labs for our 
students.  We are 
making a concert-
ed effort to budget 
for technology re-
placements so that 
all our teachers and 
students will have 
the tools they need 
for teaching and 
learning. 

These are just 
some of the excit-
ing ways teach-
ing and learning 
is happening at 
CSPS.  It is clear 
that our Board of 
Education, admin-
istration and staff 
have a clear focus 
on students.  We 
extend our grati-

The Board of Education is committed to providing an excellent education for every child in the 
district.  The Board of Education is committed to high expectations for excellence in all we do as a 
district.  We hold ourselves and all others accountable and expect every person to work with integrity 
in all positions.  To that end this Board of Education is providing transparency in all they do.  This 
Board is proud of the forward motion of the school district and a list of many accomplishments in the 
2014-15 and 2015-16 school years.

An example of a recent accomplishment that will serve our district and community well is the 
refunding of Bonds, Series A and Series B.  The Superintendent, Board of Education, Director of 
Business and Finance, CSPS Accountant, financial advisors to the District, banks and legal counsel 
worked through a lengthy process to make the bond refunding possible.   A summary of the bond 
refunding process is illustrated as follows:

December 14, 2015: Board of Education adopted a delegating resolution at a regular board 
meeting. This authorized the superintendent to accept and execute a Bond Purchase Agreement with 
the Underwriter.

February 1, 2016: Conference call with all parties to review POS
February 8, 2016 (week of): Conference call with rating agency
February 18, 2016: Pricing of bonds (subject to market conditions)
February 19, 2016:  Superintendent executes bond purchase agreement
March 14, 2016: Board of Education adopts a “ratification resolution” at a regular board 

meeting.       This is an additional, but not mandatory step, to add a great depth of transparency and 
support to the process.  Signatures from the superintendent, Board President and Board Secretary 
were required to adopt the resolution.

March 23, 2016: Closing
This Board of Education and leadership team are excited to have worked through this long and 

involved process to save our tax payers approximately 2.5 million dollars over the next several years.  
Please see our website www.csredhawks.org where all documents related to the bond refunding are 
available for your review.  Please feel free to contact Dr. Laura VanDuyn, Superintendent, at 696-
1204 ext. 1001, should you have any questions or would like to meet to discuss this exciting news.

tude to our Board of Education for listening, 
questioning, visiting our schools in order to 
be well informed in their decision making 
and support of our efforts to improve teach-
ing and learning for all at CSPS.  Additionally, 
we extend our gratitude to all our parents and 
volunteers who partner with us in supporting 
our teachers and students.  Together we are 
united in serving students, clear and simple!

Please know it is a pleasure to serve as your 
CSPS superintendent.  I LOVE the work we 
do here at CSPS…it’s a passion of mine that 
is ever so rewarding.  As you know, I maintain 
an open door to any and all who would like to 
talk.  I am happy to answer questions you may 
have and appreciate the time you might take to 
seek answers on any variety of topics, such as 
all we are doing to support teaching and learn-
ing…because our Cedar Springs students 
deserve the very best!

Warmly,
Laura VanDuyn, Ed.D., 

Superintendent of Schools
Office:  616-696-1204 ext. 1001    
Cell: 925-899-3111    
Email: laura.vanduyn@csredhawks.org

Middle	school
GRADE 7
Last	Name,	First	Middle
Ackerman, Rachel irene *
Adkison, sarah Jean
Alvarez,	Gloria	Marie	*
Andringa, Alexander Joseph *
Baker, nicole kathryn *
Baldwin, Olivia Christine  
Basso, kerissa Judith 
Battenfield,	Cyril	Lee	
Bauer, Ana tian
Bauer,	Zander	Michael	
Beck, Brooke helen *
Beeman,	shelby	Mae	
Begeman, hailey Lynn  *
Benson,	seth	Phoenix	
Blatt, Roman edward 

CedaR SPRINGS 
PublIC SChoolS
1St SemeSteR 
hoNoR Roll 2015-2016
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The POST would like to apologize for 
missing several names on the Honor Roll 



There’s too much secrecy in government 
By Lee h. hamilton
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What is FICA?
By:	stephanie	Holland,	social	security	Public	Affairs	specialist

Receiving your first paycheck is an empowering milestone. 
Do you remember being a little shocked by the taxes that 
Uncle Sam takes out of each paycheck? Understanding how 
important your contribution is takes some of the sting away 
because your taxes are helping millions of Americans—and 
financially securing your today and tomorrow.

By law, employers must withhold Social Security tax-
es from workers’ paychecks. While usually referred to as 
“Social Security taxes” on an employee’s pay statement, 
sometimes the deduction is labeled as “FICA.” This stands 
for Federal Insurance Contributions Act, a reference to the 
original Social Security Act. In some cases, you will see 
“OASDI,” which stands for Old Age Survivors Disability 
Insurance, the official name for the Social Security Insurance 
program. 

The taxes you pay now mean a lifetime of protection—for 
retirement in old age or in the event of disability. And when 
you die, your family (or future family) may be able to receive 
survivors benefits based on your work as well. 

Right now you probably have family members—grandpar-
ents, for example—who already are enjoying Social Security 
benefits that your Social Security taxes help provide. Social 
Security is solvent now and will be through 2033. At that 
point, we’ll be able to fund retirement benefits at 75 percent 
unless changes are made to the law. In the past, Social Se-
curity has evolved to meet the needs of a changing popu-
lation—and you can count on Social security in the future.

Don’t carry your Social Security card around with you. It’s 
an important document you should safeguard and protect. If 
it’s lost or stolen, it could fall into the hands of an identity 
thief. 

Check out our webinar, “Social Security 101: What’s in it 
for me?” The webinar explains what you need to know about 
Social Security. You can find it at http://go.usa.gov/cdNeY.

You can also learn more at www.socialsecurity.gov.
Stephanie Holland is the Public Affairs Specialist for West 

Michigan.  You can write her c/o Social Security Administra-
tion, 455 Bond St Benton Harbor MI 49022 or via email at 
stephanie.holland@ssa.gov  

We have a secrecy problem. This may 
seem odd to say during an era in which 
the most intimate details of individuals’ 
lives are on display. Yet government is 
moving behind closed doors, and this is 
definitely the wrong direction.

In fact, I’m dismayed by how often public officials fight 
not to do the public’s business in public. And I’m not just 
talking about the federal government.

City and town councils 
regularly go into executive 
session to discuss “personnel 
issues” that might or might 
not truly need to be carried on 
outside public view. And let’s 
not even talk about what can 
go on behind closed doors 
when it comes to contracting.

At the state level, lawmakers exempt themselves from 
public records laws, underfund public watchdogs, and ex-
empt lobbying expenditures from sunshine laws. “While ev-
ery state in the nation has open records and meetings laws, 
they’re typically shot through with holes and exemptions,” 
the Center for Public Integrity reported last year. “In most 
states, at least one entire branch of government or agency 
claims exemptions from the laws.”

In case you’re wondering whether this has an impact on 
real people’s lives, it’s worth remembering that thousands of 
emails released in the wake of Flint, Michigan’s water crisis 
revealed “what appears to be an active effort by state em-
ployees to avoid disclosure of public records under [freedom 
of information laws],” according to Governing magazine.

Meanwhile, there’s no shortage of efforts to keep the pub-
lic from learning all sorts of details about how the federal 
government conducts business.

Campaign contributors increasingly manage to avoid dis-
closure of their political activities. Government contractors 
are not subject to most of the transparency rules that affect 

cies they oversee face constant efforts to limit their access 
to records. Routine information is classified and kept secret; 
members of Congress joke that what they’ve just read in a 
top-secret document was taken from the front page of the 
New York Times. Yet they themselves increasingly rely on 
omnibus spending bills — which are put together behind 
closed doors by a handful of leaders and congressional staff 
with no public scrutiny.

Most notably, of course, secrecy extends to national securi-
ty issues. There are some government secrets that are neces-

sary to protect, and a balance 
has to be struck between pro-
tecting national security and 
openness. But the presump-
tion should be in favor of 
openness. Those who favor 
secrecy should make their 
case in public and not rely on 
the old adage, “Trust me.”

Take the question of the U.S. drone program. The overall 
program may be necessary, and technical means, operational 
details, intelligence methods are all rightfully classified. But 
that should not be an excuse for hiding information from the 
American people about what we’re doing with drones. Do 
we want our resources spent on targeted killing programs? 
Who determines who gets killed? What’s the evidence on 
which we base who gets killed? How many innocent people 
have been killed? The American people have a right to know 
what’s going on. But we’re being kept in the dark.

Openness is not a panacea, but it makes good government 
more likely. Representative democracy depends on our abil-
ity to know what’s being done in our name. We cannot exer-
cise the discriminating judgment required of citizens about 
politics, policies and politicians if we do not know what 
they’re doing. Nor is it possible to maintain the checks and 
balances required under our Constitution without openness 
and transparency. We have to shine a bright light on the ac-
tions of public officials so that it’s more likely they’ll act with 
integrity. Justice Louis Brandeis gave perhaps the most fa-
mous formulation of this requirement in his 1913 statement, 
“[S]unlight is said to be the best disinfectant.”

But Judge Damon Keith of the Sixth Circuit Court of Ap-
peals put an exclamation point on the idea in a 2002 ruling 
that the government could not carry out secret deportation 
hearings without proving the need for secrecy. “Democra-
cies,” he wrote, “die behind closed doors.”

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana Univer-

federal agencies—even as 
more and more business is 
being done through contrac-
tors.

The 72 federal inspectors 
general who are appointed 
to ensure the efficiency and 
accountability of the agen-

“Openness is not a panacea, but it 
makes good government more likely. 
Representative democracy depends on 
our ability to know what’s being done in 
our name”—Lee Hamilton.

sity Center on Representa-
tive Government; a Distin-
guished Scholar, IU School 
of Global and International 
Studies; and a Professor 
of Practice, IU School of 
Public and Environmental 
Affairs. He was a member 
of the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives for 34 years. 
For information www.cen-
teroncongress.org. “Like” 
us on Facebook at “Indiana 
University Center on Repre-
sentative Government,” and 
share our postings with your 
friends.

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 
words. The subject should be relevant to local readers, and 
the editor reserves the right to reject letters or edit for clar-
ity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns. All 
submissions MUST be accompanied by full name, mailing 
address and daytime phone number. We use this informa-
tion to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do not print anony-
mous letters, or acknowledge letters we do not use. Writers 
are limited to one letter per month. Email to news@cedar-
springspost.com, or send to PostScripts, Cedar Springs 
Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

NOtIcE
Post Scripts
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tAx time

Tip income: how it affects your 
taxes
Tax	tip	2016-54

Must-know tips about the home office deduction
Irs	Tax	Tip	2016-53

If you use your home for business, you may be able to 
deduct expenses for the business use of your home. If you 
qualify, you can claim the deduction whether you rent or 
own your home. You may use either the simplified method 
or the regular method to claim your deduction. Here are six 
tips that you should know about the home office deduction:

1.  Regular and Exclusive Use. As a general rule, you 
must use a part of your home regularly and exclu-
sively for business purposes. The part of your home 
used for business must also be:
• Your principal place of business, or
• A place where you meet clients or customers in 

the normal course of business, or
• A separate structure not attached to your home. 

Examples could include a garage or a studio.
2.  Simplified Option. If you use the simplified option, 

multiply the allowable square footage of your office 
by a rate of $5. The maximum footage allowed is 300 

square feet. This option will save you time because it 
simplifies how you figure and claim the deduction. It 
will also make it easier for you to keep records. This 
option does not change the rules for claiming a home 
office deduction.

3.  Regular Method. This method includes certain costs 
that you paid for your home. For example, if you rent 
your home, part of the rent you paid may qualify. If 
you own your home, part of the mortgage interest, 
taxes and utilities you paid may qualify. The amount 
you can deduct usually depends on the percentage of 
your home used for business.

4.  Deduction Limit. If your gross income from the 
business use of your home is less than your expenses, 
the deduction for some expenses may be limited.

5.  Self-Employed. If you are self-employed and choose 
the regular method, use Form 8829, Expenses for 
Business Use of Your Home, to figure the amount 

you can deduct. You can claim your deduction using 
either method on Schedule C, Profit or Loss From 
Business. See the Schedule C instructions for how to 
report your deduction.

6.  Employees. You must meet additional rules to claim 
the deduction if you are an employee. For example, 
your business use must also be for the convenience of 
your employer. If you qualify, you claim the deduc-
tion on Schedule A, Itemized Deductions.

For more on this topic, see Publication 587, Business Use 
of Your Home. You can view, download and print IRS tax 
forms and publications on IRS.gov/forms anytime.

Each and every taxpayer has a set of fundamental rights 
they should be aware of when dealing with the IRS. These 
are your Taxpayer Bill of Rights. Explore your rights and 
our obligations to protect them on IRS.gov.

If you get income from tips, you should 
know some things about tips and taxes. 
Here are a few tips from the IRS to help you 
file and report your tip income correctly:

• Show all tips on your return. You 
must report tip income. This includes 
the value of non-cash tips such as 
tickets, passes or other items.

• All tips are taxable. You must pay tax 
on all tips you received during the 
year. This includes tips directly from 
customers and tips added to credit 
cards. This also includes your share 
of tips received from a tip-splitting 
agreement with other employees. 

• Report tips to your employer. If 
you receive $20 or more in any one 
month, you must report your tips for 
that month to your employer by the 
10th day of the next month. Only in-

clude cash and check and credit card 
tips you received. Your employer 
must withhold federal income, Social 
Security and Medicare taxes on the 
reported tips. 

• Keep a daily log of tips. Use Publica-
tion 1244, Employee’s Daily Record 
of Tips and Report to Employer, to 
record your tips. This will help you 
report the correct amount of tips on 
your tax return.

For more on this topic, see Publication 
531, Reporting Tip Income. You can get it 
on IRS.gov.

Each and every taxpayer has a set of 
fundamental rights they should be aware 
of when dealing with the IRS. These are 
your Taxpayer Bill of Rights. Explore your 
rights and our obligations to protect them 
on IRS.gov.

tAx time
is online @

http://cedarspringspost.com/category/business/tax-time/

connect with community
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Public Notice
city of cedar SPriNgS

Nominating petitions for two four-year seats
on the Cedar Springs City Council are available

 in the office of the City Clerk, 
located at Cedar Springs City Hall,

66 S. Main St.

To take out a petition, you must be
a qualified elector of the City and a citizen

of the United States.

Petitions must be filed with the City Clerk
by 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, April 19, 2016
and must bear the signatures of not 
less than 25; but no more than 50 

registered voters of the 
City of Cedar Springs.

Section 5.1 of the Charter of the 
City of Cedar Springs states that
no person shall be eligible for any

elective office, who is in default to the
City, County or School District.

Dated:   April 7, 2016 Linda Christensen
City Clerk

616.696.1330

Solon 
Township Hall
15185 Algoma Avenue

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

PUBlIC noTICE
Summary of Minutes of the 
Township Budget Meeting, 

March 29, 2016.
Board Members Present:  Robert Ellick, V. Fred 
Gunnell, Mark Hoskins, Art Gerhardt, Mary Lou 
Poulsen
Board Members Absent: none
Approved: agenda; 2016-2017 FY Budget 
Resolution; 2015-2016 FY Budget amendment.
Failed:  none.
no action taken: none.
Tabled: none.
Public Comments: H. Babcock, G. Skelonc, 
S. Skelonc.
Adjournment:  8:05 p.m.

The complete text of this summary is available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours 
or on the township’s web site @ www.solontwp.
org. 

Dated:  April 7, 2016 Mary Lou Poulsen, Clerk

Solon 
Township Hall
15185 Algoma Avenue

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

PUBlIC noTICE
Summary of Minutes of the 
Township Public Hearing, 

March 29, 2016.
Board Members Present:  Robert Ellick, V. Fred 
Gunnell, Mark Hoskins, Art Gerhardt, Mary Lou 
Poulsen
Board Members Absent: none
Approved: agenda; Resolution to submit grant 
application to MI DNR.
Failed:  none.       
no action taken: none.
Tabled: none.
Public Comments: H. Babcock.
Adjournment:  7:10 p.m.

The complete text of this summary is available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours 
or on the township’s web site @ www.solontwp.
org. 

Dated:  April 7, 2016 Mary Lou Poulsen, Clerk

Solon 
Township Hall
15185 Algoma Avenue

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

PUBlIC noTICE
SEAlED BIDS FoR 

lAWn CARE
Solon Township will receive sealed bids on 

the mowing and upkeep of the grounds of the 
Township Hall at 15185 Algoma Avenue, the 
Township Fire Department at 2305 19 Mile Road, 
and the Township cemetery located at the corner 
of 18 Mile Road and Algoma Avenue.  The follow-
ing criteria applies:

1. Bidders must have their own equipment and 
be able to present a current certificate of lia-
bility insurance.

2. Mowing and trimming to be done weekly, as 
needed, between Wednesdays and Fridays.

3. Removal of sticks and debris on a continu-
ous basis, as necessary.

4. Spring cleanup of leaves, pine cones, 
branches, trash.

5. Fall cleanup of leaves, pine cones, branch-
es, trash.

6. Payment for services will be as follows:
One third of lawn cutting fee on May 18th.
One third of lawn cutting fee on July 18th.
One third of lawn cutting fee at end of season.

Upon acceptance of this bid by the Solon Town-
ship Board, you agree to all the information in 
this bid and agree to perform the duties de-
scribed. Additionally, the successful bidder will 
supply the Township Clerk with proof of liability 
insurance within three days of bid acceptance.

If all terms of this agreement are not met, Solon 
Township reserves the right to terminate this 
contract with forty eight (48) hours notice.

Please return bids on or before 5:00 PM, April 
11, 2016.

Bids may be mailed to:

Solon Township Clerk
Lawn Care Bids
15185 Algoma Avenue NE
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Solon Township reserves the right to accept or 
refuse any or all bids

Dated: April 7, 2016 Mary Lou Poulsen
Solon Township Clerk

Norvell, 19, of Grant. A 
male juvenile was also ar-
rested. 

Both Rohloff and the ju-
venile were charged with 
two counts of home inva-
sion, and one count of re-
sisting and obstructing a 
police officer. Norvell was 
charged with one count of 
resisting and obstructing a 
police officer, and a proba-
tion violation. 

Rohloff’s bail was set at 
$50,000 cash/surety on each 
home invasion charge, and 
$10,000 cash/surety on the 
resisting and obstructing. 

Norvell’s bail was set at 
$5,000, 10 percent.

Police have not yet appre-
hended the fourth suspect. 
The investigation is still 
open.

Kyle Adam Norvell

Alexandr Ivan Rohloff

FFA
...continued from front page 

Reyburn added.  Another big help has come from the area 
Fire Departments, who take turns filling the water tank 
used on the gardens.

Any member of the community that is interested in having 
their own plot should contact Reyburn at the high school by 
phone at 616-696-1200 extension 6131, or by email at Lar-
ry.Reyburn@csredhawks.org. For over 70 years the FFA 
at Cedar has focused on serving others and developing its 
member’s leadership and personal growth.  

YOU

are reading 
this ad.

So are 20,000 other readers.
They could be reading your ad next week!

Call our advertising department to learn more.

The Cedar Springs POST
36 E Maple Street / P.O. Box 370

Cedar Springs, MI 49319
616-696-3655 • www.cedarspringspost.com

The POST is online @ 
www.cedarspringspost.com

at home or away... we’re just a click away
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SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS
Low Cost Rentals Available
Auto Glass Installation

696-1830
13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm Lori Visser
www.globespinnertravel.com
800.583.3177 / 616.263.1777

At your service...
Residential & Commercial

231.429.0808
T_monster_1@yahoo.com

VACANCIES

Call for Estimate

Kimberly’s Kleaning Service

Will Travel

• Residential 
• Commercial

New Installation & Repairs to 
Garage Doors and Openers
7 Days a Week 7am-7pm
worthgaragedoor.com

Free EstimatesFully Insured 
Serving Cedar Springs & Rockford

P   STThe

This spoT

only $15
per week

5,000 copies 
printed weekly

Call 616.696.3655

Professional auto rePair
New hours: M-F 8-6 • sat. 8-4 • suN. Closed

696-8863

15670 NorthlaNd dr. 
betweeN Cedar spriNgs 

aNd saNd lake

aNy Car aNy repair
diesel - hybrid • MediuM & heavy duty • ForeigN & doMestiC

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year

WE INSTALL

Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair
Hours

Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

•Clutches
•Brakes
•Oil Changes
•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051

crOSSwOrd AnSwerS

most notably from the August 11, 2014 Detroit floods. Last 
year (2015) followed a similar pattern as the past two years, 
with fewer days of severe weather activity but, when it hit, the 
severe weather was more impactful, with higher winds, larger 
hail and significant damage in Michigan.
Tornadoes and Severe Thunderstorms 

In 2015, there were 14 tornadoes across the state, which 
is near the average of 15. Two days experienced most of the 
tornado activity: June 22-23 and November 6. The first tor-
nado on June 22 was the Portland EF1 tornado that moved 
through the heart of the community during the afternoon hours 
affecting over 50 homes, businesses and churches. There were 
four additional tornadoes around the midnight hour as June 22 
turned to June 23 across southeast Lower Michigan. The most 
significant of these was an EF2 tornado that developed near 
Birch Run before dissipating 10 miles later near Millington. 
This tornado touched down near the Pine Ridge RV Camp-
ground and severely damaged a couple houses as it moved into 
Tuscola County. A rare November severe line of thunderstorms 
developed over central Lower Michigan during the pre-dawn 
hours of November 6. This line would spawn three tornadoes 
across the Thumb region of Lower Michigan. The strongest 
was an EF1 just southwest of Applegate where a mobile home 
and several barns and outbuildings were destroyed. 

Other damaging EF1 tornadoes occurred with severe thun-
derstorms. Those included the August 2 tornado in Owendale 
(Huron County), the August 8 tornado near Rose City (Oge-
maw), and the December 23 tornado in Canton (Wayne). The 
Rose City tornado developed on September 8 and was on the 
ground for nearly nine miles. Most of the damage from this 
tornado was trees snapped or downed by the swirling winds. 
The Canton EF1 tornado was the first Michigan tornado in the 
month of December since records started in 1950! This storm 
proved once again that severe weather can develop during any 
month of the year if the atmospheric conditions are favorable. 

The first severe weather event to hit the state occurred on 
April 9. Thunderstorms developed along a warm front across 
far southern Lower Michigan. These storms produced wind 
damage in Hillsdale, Muskegon, Kent and Montcalm counties 
totaling $100,000. The first Michigan tornado of 2015, a short-
lived EF0, developed near the Hillsdale-Jackson County line.

A significant hail storm developed over Menominee County 
and then dropped two-inch diameter hail near the town of Ste-
phenson on May 27. The hail damaged many homes, especial-
ly the roofs, for a half million dollars’ worth of damage. 

Western Upper Michigan was again hit with severe storms 
on June 10. Thunderstorm winds up to 70 mph across Dicken-
son and Marquette counties downed numerous trees causing 
over $50,000 in damages. 

During the late evening of July 13 and just past midnight on 
July 14, severe thunderstorms moved across west central Low-
er Michigan. Significant wind damage was reported across the 
region with many trees downed and a short-lived EF0 torna-
do near Alto. There was approximately $200,000 in estimated 
damages from the severe weather events. 

By far, the most significant severe weather day for Mich-

Weather
...continued	from	page	3

igan was August 2. It was the largest severe weather day in 
northern Michigan in more than a decade and the costliest 
severe weather day in the 20+ years for that region. In the day 
after the storm, nearly 75 percent of southern Leelanau Coun-
ty was without power. It took nearly a week to restore power 
to many of these areas. There were 100 mph winds around 
Sleeping Bear Dunes and Glen Arbor that caused widespread 
tree damage. Thousands of trees were damaged, closing roads 
and damaging hundreds of homes and businesses. Most of the 
attractions at Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lakeshore were 
closed for nearly a week due to impassable roads and tree 
damage. The winds were so strong that they pushed water out 
of Little Glen Lake for a brief period in southern Leelanau 
County.

Governor Rick Snyder declared states of disaster in both 
Leelanau and Grand Traverse counties. 

A squall line developed across eastern Wisconsin and then 
raced into northwest Lower Michigan during the early after-
noon of August 2. This line of storms then pivoted southeast 
across most of the rest of Lower Michigan during the late 
afternoon and evening hours. Severe wind damage was re-
corded down to the border in Lenawee and Monroe counties. 
These storms also spawned an EF1 tornado in the Thumb 
town of Owendale. Wind damages from these storms were 
nearly $40 million. 

The largest hailstone ever recorded in northern Michi-
gan (since 1950), 4.25 inches, fell during the storm in West 
Branch. It was the 5th largest hailstone ever recorded in the 
state of Michigan (record is 4.50 inches). There was wide-
spread hail damage throughout West Branch with hundreds 
of cars, homes and businesses damaged by the large hail. The 
total damage from the West Branch hail was over $30 million. 
Flooding 

Remarkably, there was very little flooding in the state 
during 2015. The only flood to cause any damage was in Len-
awee County on June 27 when three to five inches of rain fell 
across far southeast Lower Michigan on June 27 to cap one of 
the wettest Junes on record for that portion of the state. Many 
roads were closed and a few were washed out. Total damage 
was estimated to be around $100,000.
What to do when a tornado warning is issued for 
your area: 

· Quickly move to shelter in the basement or lowest floor of 
a permanent structure. 

· In homes and small buildings, go to the basement and get 
under something sturdy, like a workbench or stairwell. If a 
basement is not available, go to an interior part of the home on 
the lowest level. A good rule of thumb is to put as many walls 
between you and the tornado as possible. 

· In schools, hospitals and public places, move to the desig-
nated shelter areas. Interior hallways on the lowest floors are 
generally best. 

· Stay away from windows, doors and outside walls. Bro-
ken glass and wind blown projectiles cause more injuries and 
deaths than collapsed buildings. Protect your head with a pil-
low, blanket, or mattress. 

· If you are caught outdoors, a sturdy shelter is the only safe 
location in a tornado. 

· If you are boating or swimming, get to land and seek shel-
ter immediately. 

Lightning
Lightning can provide a spectacular display of light in the 

nighttime sky, but this awesome show of nature can also cause 
death and destruction. Lightning is the visible discharge of 
electrical energy. It is often accompanied by thunder, which 
is a sonic boom created by the same discharge. It is important 
to remember that if you hear thunder, a storm is close enough 
for lightning to strike you, even if the storm seems miles away 
and the sky is blue. 
Lightning safety tips 

1. Plan your evacuation and safety measures. At the first 
sign of lightning or thunder, activate your emergency plan. 
Lightning often precedes rain, so do not wait for the rain to 
begin before suspending activities. No place is absolutely safe 
from lightning; however, some places are much safer than 
others. The safest location during lightning activity is a large 
enclosed building. The second safest location is an enclosed 
metal topped vehicle, but NOT a convertible, bike, or other 
topless or soft-top vehicle. 

2. If outdoors, get inside a suitable shelter IMMEDIATE-
LY. Your only safe choice is to get to a protected building or 
vehicle. Avoid seeking shelter under a tree as a tree can attract 
lightning. In the event you are outdoors without a safe vehicle 
or shelter, follow outdoor safety tips at www.lightningsafety.
noaa.gov/outdoors.shtml Although these tips will not prevent 
you from being hit, they can help lessen the odds. 

3. If indoors, avoid water, doors, windows, and using the 
telephone and headsets. Lightning could strike exterior wires, 
inducing shocks to inside equipment. Any item plugged into 
an electrical outlet may cause a hazard. 

4. Do not resume activities until 30 minutes following the 
last observed lightning or thunder. 

5. Injured persons do not carry an electrical charge and can 
be handled safely. If you are qualified to do so, apply first aid 
procedures to a lightning victim. Call 911 or send for help 
immediately.

For more information on how to stay safe during severe 
weather, download the entire severe weather packet from our 
website at www.cedarspringspost.com.



Learn Play & Grow Day-
care. Now open all shifts. 
Reserve your spot for 
summer! Check us out at 
Learnplayandgrowday-
care.com 616-255-7624. 
#13-17p
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announcement

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

small ads 
make ¢ents
call The POsT 

696-3655

JOiN 
OuR 

TEAM!
The POST is in search of 
hard working sales reps... 

• Flexible Hours
• Great Commision
• No Heavy Lifting
• No Long Distance
Please send resume to 
sales@cedarspringspost.com

For more information on the Humane Society of West 
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077 
Wilson NW,  just ½ mile north of  Three Mile Road 
during adoption hours or visit  www.hswestmi.org
adoption hours:  Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm, Saturday: 10am-4pm

Sage- Female Boxer Mix

I’m a 4 year old bashful beauty 
who is ready to find my for-
ever home! I am very playful 
with other dogs and would 
enjoy having another social 
dog in my home to play with. 
I am shy at first but just need 
time to open up, I can be 
very sweet! I would do well 
in a quiet/respectful home that would give me time to settle. 
Please come meet me at Humane Society of West Michigan!

Black Widow- Female 
Domestic Short Hair 

I am a loving and friend-
ly 10 year old senior cat 
looking for my forev-
er home! I love being 
scratched behind my ears 
and rubbing up against 

you while I get pets. I have a friendly and affectionate disposi-
tion and have lots of love to offer! I am a Silver Paws Society 
pet (ages 7 years and older) which means my adoption fee 
is waived. Please come meet me at Humane Society of West 
Michigan! 

For rent

child care

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!616-696-3655 36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370

Cedar Springs, MI 49319
– 696-3655 –

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

auction

Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

ServiceS

homes
 for sale

critter
corner

PETS of the WEEKhelp 
Wanted

For Sale apartments 
for rent

lost and 
found

SPACE FOR LEASE

430 Sq. Ft. Suite
Shared Kitchen,

Restrooms,
and Lobby.

230 W. Shaw, Howard City

CALL: 231-937-9180

JOB FAIR!!  JOB FAIR!!  JOB FAIR!!
April 12th, 2016 from 4:00pm – 7:00pm

@

Peoplelink Staffing Solutions
642 Byrne Industrial Drive- Rockford, MI

We have positions starting at $10/hr 
and up with great benefits!!

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 
616-696-1100

Come visit 
with Marilyn

to learn more about us

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

For more information please call
(616) 696-3920/

TDD 1-800-649-3777

ReD Flannel acRes
“A Place to Call Home”
aFFORDaBle lIVInG

311 Oak Court
Cedar Springs, MI

Great Location, 1 & 2 bedroom 
apartments. Designed for extremely 

low, very low and low income. 
Rent based on 30% of income. 

Handicapped accessible. 
Managed by Intrepid Professional Group

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

For more information please 
call (616) 696-3920/
TDD 1-800-649-3777

MILDRED HOUTING 
LEISURE ACRES

TAkING AppLICATIONS
for 1 and 2 bEDROOM 

ApARTMENTS 
Must be 62 years of age or 
handicapped or disabled of any 
age.  Designed for extremely 
low, very low and low income. 
Rent based on 30% of income. 

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

CSPS Class of 1966: Help 
is needed in locating Cedar 
Springs 1966 Graduates for the 
all 50+ Reunion. Contact Nancy 
Hanna at 616-696-0185 if you 
have information on any of the 
following graduates: Susan 
Allen, Sharyl Boyce, Sally 
Caniff, Michael Dennis, Jan 
Gilbert, David Gross, Robert 
Gross, Clara Henderson, Toni 
Hough, Roberta Joyce, Reuben 
Loughlin, Sherri Mason, Kendra 
Mosher, Ron Olson, Dan 
Pearce, Bill Shaw, Steve Smith, 
Jerry Welch, Julie Wenger. 
#14p

Hay for Sale. 1st and 2nd, square 
bales. Call 616-291-9330. #12-
15p

Machine Operator,
Process Technician and
Mold Repair Technician 

Positions Available
CS Manufacturing, a plastic injection molding company is cur-
rently in need of qualified applicants for the following positions:
Machine Operator: Responsibilities for this position include 
handling, assembly, inspection and packaging of high quality 
automotive products. 
Process Technician: Qualified applicants will possess five 
years of experience in plastic injection molding; have the ability 
to trouble shoot process problems and be a self-starter.
Mold Repair Technician: Qualified applicants will possess five 
years of experience and be avid in benching, polishing, valve 
gated hot runners, hydraulic core action and core logic.
Applicants should possess basic math skills and the ability to 
maintain a clean, organized work area in a very fast paced work 
environment.  Applicants must also be able to pass background 
check and drug-screen. We offer an opportunity to join a grow-
ing organization with a competitive wage. Also available bene-
fits package including medical insurance, dental, life insurance, 
short term disability insurance, 401k and monthly bonuses.

IMMEDIATE JOB OPENINGS
Open to the Public from 9:00am to 11:00am 

On Thursday April 14, 2016
Interviews and tours will be conducted on-site at: 

CS Manufacturing
299 W. Cherry St., Cedar Springs, MI 49319.                 

Short Order Cook Wanted: 
Experienced. Apply within at 
Sue’s Kountry Kitchen, 12 First 
St., Cedar Springs, between 9 
am and 2 pm. #14,15b

Sharp 2 bedroom apartment. 
Remodeled, appliances, coin 
laundry, garage with opener. 
No smoking. No pets. Quiet. 
Seniors welcome. $675 
includes heat. Lease. 616-262-
6916 or 616-363-2702. #11-14p

Found: Set of keys found on 
Friday, March 18th about 4:30 
pm on Cedar Springs Main St. 
by Dr. Wilson’s & Gebhardt 
Insurance offices. Has bottle 
opener. Call 616-696-3655 or 
stop by the Cedar Springs Post, 
36 E. Maple St., to identify. #12

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Adoption: Tiffany’s Tiny Cat 
Rescue! Cats/Kittens available 
for adoption. Located in Cedar 
Springs. Kitties may be seen by 
appointment only. Adoption fee. 
616-430-3140. On Facebook. 
#14

Found: A very friendly red 
striped cat has moved into our 
garage. He (?) is well fed and 
missing one back foot. I don’t 
know how recently he went 
missing. We live on 18 Mile just 
east of Myers Lake Rd. 616-
696-2553. #11

Found: 2 female kittens, 4-6 
months old, 1 torti/calico and 
gray and white. Found on 
February 29th around 5th Street 
and Oak Street, Sand Lake. Call 
Tiffany’s Tiny Cat Rescue. 616-
430-3140. Must have proof. #10

Free to Good Home: Young 
rabbits, 2 males, short hair, 
outdoor, about 5 months old. 
Good kid’s pet. NOT for food. 
Call 616-696-9225, ask for 
Faith. #11

critter
corner
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Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 35 years

Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060

w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

Michigan records 
second consecutive 
hunting season 
with no fatalities

  A monarch butterfly on a tithonia blossom.
Photo by Melinda Myers, LLC.

Whether planting a garden, 
enjoying the beauty of your 
landscape, or sitting down to a 
delicious meal, you have bees, 
butterflies and other pollinators 
to thank. These essential mem-
bers of our ecosystem are re-
sponsible for much of the food 
and beauty we enjoy each day.

Unfortunately, pesticides 
and habitat loss are threatening 
their existence. There is some-
thing you can do to help. Turn 
your garden, backyard or bal-
cony into a pollinator’s habitat.

Plant a variety of flowering 
plants that provide nectar and 
pollen throughout the season. 
Planting masses of natives, 
herbs and other pollinator fa-
vorites like sedum, zinnias, 
alyssum, cosmos, and colum-
bine will attract these beauties 
to your landscape. Include 
a variety of day and night 
blooming flowers in a variety 
of colors and shapes to support 
the widest range of pollinators. 
But don’t let a lack of space 
dissuade you; even a window 
box of flowers can help.

Keep your plants healthy 
and blooming with proper care. 
Match the plants to the grow-
ing conditions, provide need-
ed water and fertilize with an 
organic nitrogen fertilizer like 
Milorganite (milorganite.com) 
when needed. You’ll promote 
slow steady plant growth that 
is less susceptible to drought 
and pests. Plus the slow release 
low nitrogen won’t interfere 

with flowering, which is essen-
tial to the health and well being 
of our pollinators.

Supplement pollinators’ di-
ets with a bit of rotten fruit. 
And be sure to provide trees, 
shrubs, parsley, dill and other 
plants that caterpillars, grubs 
and the immature stage of 
other pollinators prefer to feed 
upon. Put away the pesticides 
and tolerate a few holes in the 
leaves of their favorite plants. 
With a diversity of plants, you 
can easily overlook the tempo-
rary leaf damage. Plus, this is 
a small price to pay for all the 
benefits they bring to the gar-
den.

Provide pollinators with 
shelter from predators and the 
weather. Include a variety of 
trees, shrubs and perennials. 
Leave patches of open soil for 
ground nesting bees and some 
leaf litter to shelter some but-
terflies, bumblebees and other 
pollinating insects. Supple-
ment natural shelter with com-
mercial or homemade nesting 
boxes. You’ll find do-it-your-
self plans on the internet from 
various educational sources.

Puddles, fountains, bird-
baths and even a damp sponge 
can provide needed water. In-
clude water features with slop-
ing sides or add a few stones to 
create easier access. Or sink a 
shallow container of sand in 
the ground. Keep it damp and 
add a pinch of sea salt for the 
butterflies and bees.

Treat every firearm with the respect due a loaded gun. It might 
be loaded, even if you think it isn’t.

Be sure of the target and what is in front of it and beyond it. 
Know the identifying features of the game you hunt. Make cer-
tain you have an adequate backstop; don’t shoot at a flat, hard 
surface or water.

Keep your finger outside the trigger guard until ready to shoot. 
This is the best way to prevent an accidental discharge.

Make certain the barrel and action are clear of obstructions, and 
carry only the proper ammunition for your firearm.

Unload firearms when not in use. Leave actions open, and car-
ry firearms in cases and unloaded to and from the shooting area. 
Point a firearm only at something you intend to shoot. Avoid all 
horseplay with a gun.

Don’t run, jump or climb with a loaded firearm. Unload a fire-
arm before you climb a fence or tree or jump a ditch. Pull a fire-
arm toward you by the butt, not the muzzle.

Store firearms and ammunition separately and safely. Store 
each in secured locations beyond the reach of children and care-
less adults.

Avoid alcoholic beverages before and during shooting. Also 
avoid mind- or behavior-altering medications or drugs.

“Although these are all common sense rules and recommenda-
tions, the majority of accidents and fatalities happen because one 
or more of these safety points were not followed,” Orange said.

Cpl. Dave Painter of the DNR’s Recreational Safety, Education 
and Enforcement Section reminds hunters to wear hunter orange 
during designated seasons.

“It’s the law, and it’s paramount in keeping hunters seen and 
safe,” Painter said.

In 1977, wearing hunter orange became mandatory on certain 
lands for the first time. In 1984, the law was amended to require 
hunters to wear hunter orange on all lands open to public hunting.

Regulations require hunters, during designated hunting sea-
sons, to wear a cap, hat, vest, jacket or rain gear of hunter orange. 
The garments that are hunter orange must be the outermost gar-
ment and visible from all sides.

“Hunter orange is a high-visibility color that, when worn ac-
cording to regulations, increases hunters’ safety,” Painter said.

Hunter orange is readily identified as the color worn by hunters, 
according to Painter.

“For nearly 40 years, hunters have worn this color so that they 

can be seen by other hunters while in the field. This is an im-
portant added safety measure and can also be attributed, along 
with hunter education programs, to saving lives and reducing the 
number of incidents leading to injury.”

Painter encourages individuals who aren’t hunters but enjoy 
public and private lands with hunters – such as hikers, birders and 
general outdoor enthusiasts – to also wear hunter orange during 
designated seasons so they are seen and recognized.

“Outdoor enthusiasts who share lands with hunters are taking 
the initiative to wear hunter orange because they recognize its sig-
nificance,” Painter said. “They correctly attribute the color to safe 
hunting and safe outdoor recreation.”

Information on the hunting incidents recorded in 2015 can be 
found online at www.michigan.gov/conservationofficers under 
Law Enforcement Reports.

Maximize your efforts by 
teaming up with your neigh-
bors. Together you can create a 
larger more diverse habitat that 
provides pollinators with the 
resources they need to thrive. 

Your efforts will be reward-
ed with greater harvests, beau-
tiful flowers, and colorful birds 
and butterflies visiting your 
garden.

Gardening expert, TV/ra-
dio host, author & columnist 
Melinda Myers has more 
than 30 years of horticulture 
experience and has written 

over 20 gardening books, in-
cluding Small Space Garden-
ing and the Midwest Garden-
er’s Handbook. She hosts The 
Great Courses “How to Grow 
Anything: Food Gardening 
For Everyone” DVD set and 
the nationally syndicated Me-
linda’s Garden Moment TV 
& radio segments. Myers is a 
columnist and contributing ed-
itor for Birds & Blooms mag-
azine and spokesperson for 
Milorganite. Myers’ web site 
is http://www.melindamyers.
com/www.melindamyers.com.

Plant a pollinator garden and enjoy 
the many benefits
By	Melinda	Myers

For the second year in a row, Michigan recorded no fatalities 
in 2015 during all hunting seasons, according to reports compiled 
by the Department of Natural Resources’ Law Enforcement Di-
vision. Thirteen incidents resulting in injuries were recorded in 
the state during the year, up slightly from 10 incidents in 2014. 
Twelve incidents occurred in the Lower Peninsula and one in the 
Upper Peninsula.

This is part of an overall trend toward fewer hunting-related 
fatalities and injuries over the past several decades, a downward 
trend that started in 1988 when completion of a hunter education 
class became mandatory for all first-time hunters born after Jan. 
1, 1960.

In 1988, the state saw the lowest fatality rate – four deaths 
– since annual record keeping began in 1970, when there were 
18 fatalities. Record keeping began in the 1940s, but fatalities and 
injuries figures were compiled per decade rather than per year.

“Our excellent hunter education program saves lives,” said Sgt. 
Steve Orange, supervisor of the DNR’s Recreational Safety, Edu-
cation and Enforcement Section. “When looking at the downward 
trend over the last five decades, it becomes very clear that our 
hunter education program is one of the major factors attributed to 
preventing fatalities and injuries.”

Injuries have fallen substantially since hunter education classes 
became mandatory. From 212 injuries in 1970 and climbing to 
275 injuries by 1974—the most recorded in a single year—inju-
ries have, for the most part, steadily decreased every year since. 
Incidents involving injury fell below 50 in 1991 for the first time, 
and after a very slight increase over the next several years, inju-
ries began dropping again. Incidents resulting in injury have not 
exceeded 15 per year for the past five years.

The steadily decreasing numbers are attributed by Orange to the 
dedicated team of hunter education volunteer instructors—who 
currently number over 3,400—and the expanded hunter educa-
tion programs, which now include a home study program and 
online hunter safety courses.

“Our many hunter education volunteers, who cumulatively 
donate over 35,000 hours every year, are dedicated to providing 
new hunters with the skills needed to handle and operate their 
firearms or archery equipment safely, which results in enjoyable 
experiences for them and others in Michigan’s out of doors,” said 
Orange.

He also noted the benefits for experienced hunters in taking or 
retaking a hunter education class as a refresher.

Individuals completing home study or online hunter safety 
courses must still complete a hands-on field day, where they re-
ceive instruction and practice in operating firearms, bows, traps 
and more. Field days are taught by volunteer instructors and con-
servation officers.

Hunter education classes have been available since 1946, al-
though they were not mandatory at that time. In 1971, the pro-
gram became mandatory for first-time hunters ages 12-16. That 
was expanded in 1988 to all first-time hunters born after Jan. 1, 
1960. Since 1988, more than 600,000 hunters have completed 
hunter education classes. In recent years, over 20,000 hunters 
complete the program annually.

During the 2015 season, 651,588 base licenses were sold. 
Michigan’s hunting incident rate per license is .002 percent. The 
base license is required to purchase any hunting license.

Of the 13 incidents resulting in injury reported in 2015, one 
involved a turkey hunter, one involved a waterfowl hunter, one 
involved a trapper and six involved deer hunters. One injury does 
not specify animal hunted because the report is pending. Victims 
ranged in age from 21 to 74. The majority of injuries, over 60 
percent, were a result of self-inflicted gunshot wounds.

Five of the deer hunting incidents were reported during the fire-
arm deer hunting season Nov. 15-30 and occurred in the counties 
of Calhoun, Gladwin, Roscommon, St. Clair and Van Buren. The 
sixth deer hunting incident that resulted in injury occurred during 
late antlerless firearm season Dec. 19-Jan. 1. The incident took 
place in Lapeer County.

The DNR reminds hunters to follow all safety rules and recom-
mendations to ensure a safe hunting season, including:

Keep the muzzle pointed in a safe direction at all times.
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Visit Cedar Pub, 
The Gun TaVern 
and The rounduP 
from 6-8 pm 
for special drink menu

doors open at the 
aMerICan LeGIon 
at 8 pm for LIVe MuSIC 
from 9 pm until 1 am featuring

In THe red band
$5 for a wristband at the 
american Legion

See You THere, WearInG red 
to become part of HISTorY!

HaLFWaY To 
red FLanneL daY

First Annual

Saturday, april 23, 2016

American Legion1

2

3

4

The Roundup
TaveRn

Glen Hill Post 287

Gun
Tavern

Come see us  monday-friday 10-7 and saturday 10-3  

Office# 616-918-6677 EASY Financing for Everyone!

$8,995
• Great Gas   
   MileaGe
• ChroMe
   wheels
• CD/aux
• 80K Miles

2010 Pontiac 
G6 

• 88K Miles
• 2.4l 4Cyl.
• leather
• Moonroof
• 30MpG

 2011 chevrolet 
hhr lt

• power stroKe   
   Diesel
• fx4 4x4 
• leather
• Crew Cab

2010 Ford F250
Xlt SuPer duty

• 4 Cyl.
• 71,653 Miles
• Great Gas 
   MileaGe
• CD
• air

2013 Ford 
FuSion Se 

$12,450
• 4wD
• eCoboost 
 4Cyl 
• heateD 
 leather 
• 83K Miles 

2013 Ford
eScaPe Sel

$9,650

$17,995
• superCrew
• 4x4
• heateD 
   leather
• loaDeD

2007 Ford 
F-150 lariat

• leather
• V6
• Great riDe

2011 Buick 
lucerne cXl

$11,495

• 4x4
• V6
• well 
 MaintanineD
• sharp!

2008 Ford
eScaPe Xlt

$8,995

• blaCK pearl
• Gts
• 67K Miles 
• autoMatiC
• 3.4l 4Cyl
• harD to finD

2010 MitSuBiShi
lancer SPortBack

$9,950

$7,500
• 38MpG!
• 5 speeD
• hatChbaCK
• salsa reD

2013 chevrolet 
SPark

• 4Cyl
• CD/aux. 
• 104K Miles 
• Great Gas 
 MileaGe

2009 niSSan 
cuBe 

$7,550

$17,895

• Deep water 
 blue
• rear enter-
 tainMent
• alloy wheels
• 82K Miles
• sharp!

2010 dodGe
Grand caravan

$11,995 2012 Mazda 6 

• 2.5 4Cyl.
• 72K Miles
• CD
• 31 MpG.

• tuxeDo blaCK
• heateD  
 leather
• 4Cyl
• 33Mph
• Great Car!

2011 Ford
FuSion Sel

$9,495

$27,995

$10,900

Guaranteed finanCinG
SmartChoice Automotive

195 N MaiN St. Cedar SpriNgS, Mi 

Spring Sun, 
Here We Come

Sale
• 4 Door 
 hatChbaCK
• 1.6l 4Cyl 
• 38MpG! 

2011 Ford
FieSta Se

$6,995

• 4Cyl
• infinity  
 sounD
• alloy 
 wheels
• 96K Miles

2010 dodGe
Journey Se

$9,450

Call Brent or Chris tOdaY at 616.918.6677


