
On Monday, Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer signed the Stay Home, 
Stay Safe Executive Order (EO 
2020-21), directing all Michigan 
businesses and operations to tem-
porarily suspend in-person op-
erations that are not necessary to 
sustain or protect life. The order 
also directs Michiganders to stay 
in their homes unless they are a 
part of that critical infrastructure 
workforce, engaged in an outdoor 
activity, or performing tasks nec-
essary to the health and safety of 
themselves or their family, like 
going to the hospital or grocery 
store.

Effective at 12:01 a.m. on 
March 24, 2020, for at least the 
next three weeks, individuals may 
only leave their home or place of 
residence under very limited cir-
cumstances, and they must adhere 
to social distancing measures rec-

ommended by the Centers for Dis-
ease Control and Prevention when 
they do so, including remaining 
at least six feet from people from 
outside the individuals household 
to the extent feasible under the cir-
cumstances.

“In just 13 days, we’ve gone 
from 0 to over 1,000 COVID-19 
cases,” said Governor Whitmer. 
“This is an unprecedented crisis 
that requires all of us working to-
gether to protect our families and 
our communities. The most effec-
tive way we can slowdown the 
virus is to stay home. I know this 
will be hard, but it will be tempo-
rary. If we all come together, get 
serious, and do our part by staying 
home, we can stay safe and save 
lives.”

“Taking aggressive action to 
protect our communities is the 
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Gov. Gretchen Whitmer ordered all non-essential businesses to close and 
residents to stay home except under certain circumstances. Courtesy photo.

Governor directs all “non-critical” business-
es to temporarily close, all Michiganders 
to stay home or six feet away from others 
during COVID-19 crisis

Cedar Springs Brewing Company and many other restaurants are suffering 
from loss of business to due to orders to reduce capacity and do take out 
only. Photo by L. Allen.

Restaurants see big downturn in business
By Judy Reed

Before Monday’s Stay Home 
order, restaurants were already 
seeing a downturn in business 
since being limited to only “take 
out” orders over the last couple 
weeks. Now, many people aren’t 
going out to get food from local 
businesses, and it’s hard to say 
how long they can go without an 
upturn in business.

“The restaurant business, in 

short, is horrible,” said David 
Ringler, owner of Cedar Springs 
Brewing Company, one of the 
many businesses here in Cedar 
Springs offering take out.

“So many of our employees, 
industry brothers and sisters, are 
suffering and many of my col-
leagues in the business are un-
likely to reopen their doors, ac-
cording to what they tell me,” he 
said.

“In our case, we have been 

blessed with a wonderful team, 
many of whom have been with 
us since the beginning five years 
ago. With our mandated shut-
down, however, we were forced 
to temporarily lay off a large per-
centage of our workforce, which 
has been heartbreaking. After a 
team meeting, we did take volun-
teers for those who wanted to try 
to keep the doors open. 

“With a skeleton crew, we’ve 
            DOWNTURN - continues on page 13

Demolition began this week on what was left of 323 Oak Ct. after it burned last summer. Photo by Michelle Hyde.

By Judy Reed

Demolition began this week on 
the building that burned at Red 
Flannel Acres last summer. 

The Post called and emailed 
Red Flannel Acres to try to get 
some information on their plans to 
rebuild, but had not heard back at 
press time.

The fire, at 323 Oak Ct., last Au-
gust, left 7 families homeless.

The fire marshal concluded that 
it was started by a cigarette on an 
upstairs balcony.

Demolition begins on Demolition begins on 
apartment buildingapartment building

T h r i l l s  a n d  c h i l l s  a s  y o u  c r o s s  n e w  
b r i d g e
By Judy Reed

Are you an adrenaline junky? Do 
you like traveling just under the 
speed of light? A new bridge being 
built across the Straits of Mackinac 
is bound to get your blood flowing. 

The bridge features a steep drop 
off, which guarantees your car will 
exceed speeds over a 100 mph be-
fore racing around a loop at break-
neck speed (literally—so make 
sure you have a seatbelt on). Once 
you come out of the loop, it only 
takes seconds to make the 5 miles 
to the other side.

And the great thing is, it will only 
cost you $5 one way. It’s $20 for a 

Mackinac Bridge

North
Keep Left



It’s quick. It’s 
easy. All you have 
to do is read the 
newspaper. That’s 
right! Read the 
stories and read 
the ads. Identify 
the fake display  

ad and the fake stories and you could win a 
fast $30! Email us at news@cedarspringspost.com with 
your guesses by Tuesday, March 31, at 5 p.m. Include your 
name, address and phone number in the email. Or you can 
drop off your entry here at 36 E. Maple and put it in the 
mailbox outside the door. One winner will be chosen out 
of all the correct entries received by the deadline. We will 
call you to let you know you’ve won by Wednesday, April 
1. And that’s no April Foolin’!

Drive up pantry still available
Due to the “Stay at Home” order...
We are offering food distribution to NKC clients via 

drive-up service on Mondays and Wednesdays from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. beginning March 25, and continuing through 
April 13.

If you, or someone you know, is interested in becom-
ing a client, please call North Kent Connect at (616) 866-
3478 and leave a message. Our case managers will work 
with you via phone.

If you are in immediate need, please call 2-1-1 (or 800-
887-1107). 

During this time, the NKC Thrift Store will be closed, 
and we will not be accepting donations of food or house-
hold goods. We apologize for any inconvenience and con-
tinue to pray for everyone’s health and safety.

Please help us continue food distribution in this commu-
nity

As we limit personal contact by closing our donation area 
and distributing pre-packaged boxes of food to our clients, 
we are asking our community to purchase a food box for 
$13.75 through our website. Each box will provide a family 
of four with five meals, and includes items such as canned 

and boxed foods, fresh fruits and vegetables, and dairy 
items.

Or, you can make a one-time donation in any amount 
to fund our need as we help families especially hit hard 
during this pandemic at https://app.autobooks.co/pay/
rockford-community-service-center (Please be sure to add 
“BOXED FOOD” or “AS NEEDED” in the description 
field.) 
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WELCOMES 
JOHN TYSON
with 29 Years Experience

Email JTyson@bettenford.com  |  Direct Line 616.447.4588  |  Cell Phone - 616.608.2044

$10 OFF 
any Oil Change

 One Coupon Per Service. Expires 5/31/2020
3839 PLAINFIELD AVE NE  NEXT TO MEIJER

3839 PLAINFIELD AVE NE  NEXT TO MEIJER
616-363-6841 BETTENFORD.COM

400+ VEHICLES IN STOCK!

JUST TAKE 
NORTHLAND DR. 
TO PLAINFIELD!

Serving

 West Michigan 

for over 

57 years!

Want to win 
some fast cash?

Gir ls Scout s donate  cook ie s to  sen ior  cit izens

Daisy troop members (L to R): Skyler Kleyn, Morgan Uhen, Addison Sol-
omon, Alivia Conely and Raegan Schreuder.

Troop number 8210 donated 50 box of cookies to 
Green Acres and The Brooks retirement home this 
week.

The girls had ordered extra cookies to sell at cookie 
booths around town to help raise money to cover sum-
mer camp tuition, but sales were great affected due to 
the corona virus and people not getting out.

“Our troop had these left over boxes and we wanted 
to do something good for our community with them 
during this time,” said Troop leader Melissa Kleyn.

“As a troop we decided to ask family, friends and 
community to sponsor as many boxes as they would 
like so we could donate them to the retirement com-
munities to bring them a little joy during this time of 
isolation,” she explained.  “That also helped our daisy 
troop sell 1545 boxes of cookies, do a good deed to 
help others, and also helped cover our good summer 
camp tuition. So thank you for all who helped us!”



some food at the school, 
they might not be able to 
get there. And other people 
need food, too.”

So they loaded up the ta-
ble, and people began com-
ing and taking food for free. 
And then other people be-
gan bringing food to put out 

on the table as well. They 
had fresh eggs, water, toilet 
paper—many things people 
were looking for. “People 
were bringing all kinds of 
stuff,” she said.

One of the most heartfelt 
moments for Ensley was 

Giving table for those in need
By Judy Reed
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City to use ZOOM 
to hold meetings 
during lockdown

The City of Cedar Springs is holding a special meeting 
tonight, March 26, for their annual fiscal year budget work-
shop. They mayl also consider bond authorization, and Fire 
Station Bid, and any other business that may come before the 
City Council.

You can find a meeting packet at www.cityofcedarsprings.
org.

What’s different about this meeting is that the general pub-
lic cannot be on site. But they will still be able to give input.

From the city: “To mitigate the spread of the COVID-19 
pandemic, protect the public health, and provide essential 
protections to City of Cedar Springs residents; the City of 
Cedar Springs boards and commissions are conducting all 
meetings by video teleconference with limited public access 
to participate at the meeting location in accordance with pub-
lic health gathering crowd size limitations, social distancing 
recommendations and Michigan Governor’s Executive Or-
der 2020-21. It is the intention to of the City to be in com-
pliance with EO 2020-21, EO 2020-15 and also the Open 
Meetings Act in order to promote government accountability 
and fostering openness in government to enhance responsi-
ble decision-making.
MEANS FOR PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

• Public comments may be submitted to the City Manag-
er by email at any time prior to the meeting at manag-
er@cityofcedarsprings.org Comments submitted will 
be read aloud during the public comment portion of the 
meeting.

• Members of the public who attend at the location of the 
meeting may address the members during the public 
comment period via videoconference.

• Any member of the public wishing to listen to the pro-
ceedings or provide public comment may do so by us-
ing the following internet connection or phone num-
bers and pass code:

Internet: https://zoom.us/j/428142184 Meeting ID: 428142184
Phone Options: 1(646)558-8656 Meeting ID: 428142184# 
or 1(312)626-6799 Meeting ID: 4281421845#
ACCESSBILITY FOR INDIVIDUALS WITH DIS-
ABILITIES: Meetings of the Cedar Springs Boards and 
Commissions are available on the City of Cedar Springs You-
Tube Channel: https://www.youtube.com/…/UCoShqbam-
J4TUESE_ykoK_PA/playlists YouTube provides real time 
closed caption transcriptions of the Board’s meetings. Enable 
captions by clicking the “Closed Captioning” or “CC” icon 
on the bottom bar. Please contact the City Clerk’s office at 
(616) 696-1330 Ext. 101 prior to the meeting if additional 
assistance is needed to assist individuals with accessibility.

Ce a se  a n d  De s i s t  
le t t e r  se n t  t o  lo ca l  
b u s in e sse s  f o r  se l l in g  
ph ony  COVID -19  
p rot e ct ion  pa t ch  
Price-gouging Complaints Near 1,600 

Michigan Attorney 
General Dana Nessel  
sent a cease and desist 
letter to two related local 
businesses earlier this week 
for marketing to consum-
ers the “Coronavirus De-
fender Patch,” which the 
companies falsely claim 
will help protect peo-
ple from contracting the 
coronavirus disease 2019 
(COVID-19). Meanwhile, 
price-gouging complaints 
related to COVID-19 
filed with the Attorney 
General’s office are near-
ing 1,600. 

This screenshot of the Frequency 
Apps website shows the corona virus 
defender patch they were selling.

School bond election 
postponed

The Cedar Springs Board of Ed-
ucation passed a resolution during 
a special meeting on Friday, March 
20 to postpone the school bond elec-
tion scheduled for May 5, 2020.

“In light of the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on our com-
munity, the Board determined that it was not the right time to ask 
our community to vote on such a significant issue,” said Super-
intendent Scott Smith. “Their decision to postpone the election 
was out of respect to the current degree of health and financial 
uncertainty in our community.”

The Board is considering its options about moving the date of 
the election to August 4, 2020.

Rather than increasing taxes, the District is asking residents to 
approve an extension of the current tax levy of 7.0 mills for an 
additional 18 years. 

If voters approve the bond proposal, there would be NO tax rate 
increase expected for property owners. This bond would generate 
$68,000,000 for district-wide improvements to all school build-
ings and would impact every student. The cost of the new propos-
al is 16 percent less than the plan from November 2019.

Giving table in front of Five Star Realty before it was trans-
ferred to City Impact. Photo by L. Allen.

Local realtor, Laura Ens-
ley, wanted to do something 
to help those in need during 
this COVID-19 pandemic. 
So last weekend she set up a 
“giving table” in front of her 
business, Five Star Realty, 
on Main Street. 

“We started out with our 
team filling up the giving 
table,” explained Ensley. 
“I knew a lot of kids might 
not be able to afford to eat 
during the day, and even 
though they are serving 

Table in front of City Impact. Facebook photo.
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SANDRA S. McEWEN
Sandra S. McEwen 
age 75 of Cedar 
Springs, went to 
be with her Lord 
on Sunday, March 
22, 2020 at her 
home. Sandra was 
born September 7, 
1944 in Gladwin, 
MI the daughter 
of Richard and 
Gladys (McMahon) 
Sterling. She was an 
active member of Maranatha Baptist Church and 
a member of the Cedar Springs and Rockford 
Garden Clubs. Surviving are her daughters, 
Kathleen (Patrick) Ottobre, Bonnie McEwen; 
grandchildren, Joslin, Patrick, Dezerey, Chelsea, 
Crystal and Cody; great-grandchildren, Jacey, 
Jaelynn, Spencer, Brayden, Sayla and Payton; 
siblings, Kathleen (Tom) Randle, Bob (Cindy) 
Sterling, Suzanne (Stanley) Witer, Stephen 
(Penny) Sterling; in-laws, Larry (Marlene) 
McEwen, Sandy (Bill) Ludwick, Cindy 
(Dave) Lowman, Kathy Brott; many nieces 
and nephews. She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Harry in 2013 and a sister, Sally 
Smith. Due to the Covid-19 Virus a private 
family service will be held at the Bliss-Witters 
& Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs. Pastor 
Scott Sloan officiating. Interment Elmwood 
Cemetery, Cedar Springs. A public service 
at the funeral home will be announced in the 
summer. Memorial contributions may be made 
to Maranatha Baptist Church, 12786 Algoma 
Avenue, Cedar Springs.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral 

Home, Cedar Springs

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

ChurchChurch
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  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
 Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

Worship: Sunday 10:00 am 
Nursery & Children’s Church during message

*Youth - resumes this Fall
*Kidzone - resumes this Fall *Monday - Open Prayer 7:00 pm

SERVICE TIME: 10 am Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Pastor Bill Dixon
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories
Church ConnectionChurch Connection

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sunday School  9:45am 
Sunday Morning Worship   11:00am 
Awana & Youth Sunday Evening (Sept. - April)  5:30pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 10:00am

233 S. Main Street | 616.696.1630 
 www.csfbc.com

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

DirectoryDirectory

Do you know that Saturday is the Sabbath?
To learn more about 
the Sabbath and the 
truth of the bible visit

The Church of God
Fellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209 www.cogfgomi.org

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Bill Johnson
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

From the PulpitFrom the Pulpit

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 yearsIndependently Family Owned and Operated for Over 50 years!

www.hesselcheslek.com

Every Life Tells A Story...

ObituaryObituary

Pastor Kevin Reed
GRACE EVANGELICAL FREE 

CHURCH 
 

 YOU WANT ME TO DO WHAT??  
“Rejoice in the Lord Always. I will say it again: Rejoice!” 

- Philippians 4:4
           
I need to admit something.  I have known this verse for most of my 

life.  It goes all the way back to my Sunday school days as a little kid when 
we would sing the song. Do you know the song? We would even sing it in a 
round! You’re welcome, because if you just sang it in your head like I did, 
it will be stuck there for the rest of the day, haha! While I may have known 
this verse for most of my life, it’s still a really tough one for me to live, 
especially these past couple of weeks. What is there to rejoice in? We’re 
quarantined to our homes, can’t go to work (most of us), can’t go to school, 
can’t go to church, can’t, can’t can’t….the list could go on and on.  

At first glance you might think, “surely a verse like this must have been 
written by someone in the midst of a season of life that was full of bless-
ings, because if they were living through what we’re living through they 
wouldn’t have written that!” But when you look into it, you will find that 
this book is written by the Apostle Paul (for a list of the “joys” he experi-
enced in his life you can consult 2 Corinthians 11:23-28) whose life after 
turning to Jesus was filled with difficulty upon difficulty. It was written to 
the body of Christ in Philippi and it was written by Paul when He was in 
jail. Take all that into consideration and read that verse again. Here is a guy 
who has had his life threatened numerous times and has faced opposition 
everywhere he went, and as we know from history, he will ultimately give 

his life because of his work 
for Jesus. He is in prison 
for doing nothing more than 
preaching the good news that 
Jesus saves. He doesn’t know 
what tomorrow will bring, 
and he probably doesn’t even 
know what the next hour of 
his life will bring. And he 
pens these words, “Rejoice 
in the Lord always.  I will say 
it again: Rejoice!” 

How can he say such a 
thing? I would dare to say 
because he knew something 
we need to be reminded of 
today. “I consider everything 
a loss because of the surpass-
ing worth of knowing Christ 
Jesus my Lord, for whose 
sake I have lost all things.  I 
consider them garbage, that 
I may gain Christ and be 
found in him…”(Philippians 
3:8,9). He knew that Jesus 
was enough. Knowing Jesus 
and having a relationship 
with him was enough to find 
joy even in the midst of diffi-
culty. Being “in Christ” was 
enough for Paul to where he 
could be without everything 
else. Simply put, he could 
rejoice because nothing else 
mattered except knowing Je-
sus, because Paul knew that 
if he knew Jesus everything 
else would be okay. Jesus 
was enough for Paul; the 
question I need to ask my-
self today is, “is he enough 
for me?”  The answer: “YES 
HE IS!”  So let’s say it one 
more time, “Rejoice in the 
Lord always, and again I say 
rejoice!” 

The choice is yours. What’s 
it going to be?

 



By Lee H. Hamilton
 

This is a time of great testing for Con-
gress. As it considers responses to the na-
tion’s health and economic crises, it faces 
close scrutiny by ordinary Americans, fi-
nancial markets, and businesses large and 
small across the country. The pressure to 
move quickly is 
intense, and it is 
not an institution 
built for that pur-
pose.

Yet Congress 
acts with unac-
customed swift-
ness when need-
ed. The House 
passed the first 
relief measure—
providing paid leave, enhanced unemploy-
ment benefits, free coronavirus testing, and 
food and health care aid—while the admin-
istration was still coming to grips with the 
dimensions of the crisis. The Senate acted 
the following week. Senate Majority Lead-

er Mitch McConnell’s words to the GOP 
caucus were instructive: “I do not believe 
we should let perfection be the enemy of 
something that will help even a subset of 
workers,” he said. In other words: Do this 
now. And clearly, lawmakers took the need 
for speed to heart, and in a bipartisan way. 
The measures passed overwhelmingly in 

both houses.
There’s a key 

but basic fact 
to remember 
about how Con-
gress works: it’s 
governed by a 
majority. This 
seems like a 
very simple 
thing to say, 
but the reality 

is that it is not always easy to achieve. I 
lost track of the number of times, when I 
served in the House, that I counted mem-
bers, looking for ways to get to 218 votes 
(a majority of the 435 members) for a bill I 

Can Congress 
make democratic 
governance work?

DONALD E. DUCAT
Donald E. 
“ D u k e ” 
Ducat age 
89 of Irons 
passed away 
T u e s d a y , 
March 17, 
2020 at his 
home. Don 
was born 
N o v e m b e r 
11, 1930 in 
V a n W e r t , 
Ohio the son 
of Leonard and Charlotte (Graf) Ducat. 
He served his country in the U.S. Air 
Force during the Korean War. He owned 
and operated Duke & Son’s Plumbing and 
Heating and Duke’s Hardware in Sand 
Lake. He enjoyed fishing, hunting and was 
a member of Gideons International. He 
was a longtime active member of Bethel 
Lutheran Church, Howard City and helped 
start Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sand 
Lake. He was presently a member of Our 
Saviour Lutheran Church, Scottville. He 
loved life, the Lord and his family. Surviving 
are his wife, Norah (Brooks) whom he 
married on February 19, 1956; children, 
Barbara Gillespie, Sherilyn (Edwin) 
Wheeler, Mark (Nancy) Ducat; daughter-
in-law, Brenda Ducat; grandchildren, 
Ryan Shick, Nyha (Tony) French, Tiffany 
(Jon) Bosma, Kurt (Kate) Snyder, Ashley 
(Aaron) Whalen, Hillary (Joe) Hilgendorf, 
Nathaniel (Jessica) Ducat, 
Donald (Rachel) Ducat, 
Andrea (Bryan) Richard, 
Phillip (Kenzie) Wheeler, 
Sarah (Blake) Baker, Dana 
Bailey, Jacquelyn Ducat, 
Jacob Wheeler; 30 great-
grandchildren; brother, 
Carl (Nancy) Ducat. He 
was preceded in death by 
his parents; son, Leonard; 
grandson, Eddie Wheeler. 
Because of the Covid-19 
Virus a service at Bethel 
Lutheran Church, Howard 
City will be announced 
at a later date. Interment 
Lakeview Cemetery, Elk 
Township. Memorial 
contributions may be made 
to Gideons International.

Arrangements by Bliss-
Witters & Pike Funeral 

Home, Cedar Springs
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Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

Our challenge — and Congress’s 
in particular — is to respond 

as the situation demands while 
preserving the best that democratic 

governance offers: solutions to 
the country’s problems that reflect 

the best thinking and collective 
wisdom of a great, diverse, and 

creative nation.

ObituaryObituary

VOICES & VIEWSVOICES & VIEWS

Church ConnectionChurch Connection VOICES & VOICES & 
VIEWSVIEWS

Small enough to care...
Big enough to serve!

Kent County Credit Union
14111 White Creek Ave

Cedar Springs
888.336.3490 | mykccu.com

Proud to Serve the
Cedar Springs Community

Applying for membership is easy
call or visit our website!

We at KCCU wish you safety 
and good health. We are here to
serve.  The drive-thru, ATM and
remote services are open and
available during the Stay-At-
Home order.

CARL H. ANDERSON
Carl H. Anderson, 
age 88, of Cedar 
Springs, went to 
be with his Savior 
on Saturday, 
March 21, 2020. 
Carl was born 
in 1932, in a 
small cabin in 
the mountains 
of Canton, N. C. 
At age seven, 
his parents 
moved to Cedar 
Springs, MI. He married Patty in 1958. They 
celebrated 61 years this past year. Carl worked 
for Wolverine World Wide for 26 years. Prior to 
that he worked at the Gypsum mines in Grand 
Rapids, Remer and Eldered Grain Elevator in 
Cedar Springs, and shoveling coal, as a young 
boy he worked in the muck fields near Grant, 
MI. His passion was for farming and raising 
beef cattle, which he did for over 40 years. You 
could always find him on his John Deere tractor. 
He loved spending time with his grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. Surviving are his 
wife, Patty; children, Leon H. Anderson and 
Carlena (Greg) Arndt; four grandchildren; four 
great-grandchildren; and one sister of Eustis, 
FL., Althea Iantha Ollis. A Private Service 
will be held on Thursday, March 26, 2020 at 
Pederson Funeral Home in Rockford. Burial 
will take place in Solon Township Cemetery.

Arrangements by Pederson 
Funeral Home, Rockford.

ObituaryObituary

Publish 
your

• Birth Announcement

• Wedding Announcement

• Engagement

• Anniversary*

• Congratulations

• In Memory*

• Thank You

in

for only $20
without photo
$25 with photo

($5 per additional photo)
50 word limit

*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject 
to addtional fees by length.

spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories
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when a family came to get some supplies from the table. 
“I could see the mom talking to the kids, and before they 
left, they all knelt down and prayed,” she said. “It was very 
cool.”

Then three days after they put up the giving table, the 
governor temporarily shut down all non-essential business-
es due to the spread of COVID-19. Ensley’s was one of 
them. 

“We are not deemed an essential business,” explained En-
sley, “so we needed to find a new home for the table.”

The table now has a new home in front of 288 N. Main 
Street, at City Impact, an outreach center next to Dollar 
General on the north end of the City. “It’s the perfect place, 
really. I watched so many people come and go there to get 
groceries,” she said.

Earlier Wednesday, there were plenty of canned goods as 
well as deli sandwiches, cookies, and more. If you are in 
need of food, stop by there and check it out. 
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MON - FRI 10-6 | SATURDAY 9-12

107 N Main Street | Cedar Springs
616-696-1910
ced@llcoop.org

www.cedarspringslibrary.org
fb: cedarspringspubliclibrary

Cedar Springs 

Community Library

GivingGiving
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3

                      ANSWERS - on page 13

 

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
oof thef theWeekWeek

ARTS/ENT.ARTS/ENT.
HHometown

HappeningsHappenings

NOTICE: We need NEW jokes! If you have a good 
“clean” joke to share email it to news@cedarsprings-
post.com or send to P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 
49319

We miss our patrons and hope We miss our patrons and hope 
you are safe and well.you are safe and well.
We hope to see you soon.We hope to see you soon.

TicketsTickets  ONLY ONLY $$3.003.00

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

PUBLIC NOTICE: 
CLOSEDCLOSED
UNTIL FURTHER UNTIL FURTHER 

NOTICENOTICE
by mandate of the by mandate of the 
State of Michigan.State of Michigan.

For the For the 
safety of our safety of our 
volunteers and volunteers and 
our patrons during our patrons during 
the COVID-19 crisis. the COVID-19 crisis. 
Thank you for your patience.Thank you for your patience.

The Cedar Springs Theatre AssociationThe Cedar Springs Theatre Association
Board  and VolunteersBoard  and Volunteers

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 97 4 6 9

ANTIQUE MALL
Kaleidoscope

OF Times
(2 LOCATIONS)

6507 S. Greenville Rd | 616.225.2454 
Open Mon-Sat 10-5:30 | Sun 11-4

GREENVILLE EDMORE

$2 OFF Purchase of 
$20 or more

One coupon per visit/per customer. 
Some restrictions apply.

M-66 @ M-46 | 989.427.7000
Closed Mondays & Tuesdays

Cedar Springs 50+ Reunion Canceled
It’s our regret that the Cedar Springs 50+ Reunion will be 
canceled this year in 2020 because of the Covid-19 virus. It 
was a hard decision but for everyone’s safety that it is done. 
Sorry for this news. God bless everyone. #13,14p

Smile For the DMV
When I went to get my driver’s license renewed, our 

local motor-vehicle bureau was packed. 
The line inched along for almost an hour until the man 

ahead of me finally got his license.
He inspected his photo for a moment and commented 

to the clerk, “I was standing in line so long, I ended up 
looking pretty grouchy in this picture.”

The clerk looked at his picture closely. 
“It’s okay,” he reassured the man, “That’s how you’re 

going to look when the cops pull you over anyway.”

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service 
for	 non-profit	 agencies	 only.	 Due	 to	 popular	 demand	
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is 
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name 
and phone number for any questions we may have.

follow us on facebook

The Cedar Springs Post
Newspaper
6,413 Likes  •  6,531 Followers
www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost/

PatchPatch
...continued from page 3...continued from page 3

The businesses, Frequency Apps Corp. 
and Biores Technologies Inc., owned by Adam Petty, and lo-
cated on Edgerton and 14 Mile Rd, claim the patch will “help 
aid the immune system to defend itself against exposure to the 
virus,” and “can help lessen the effect of the virus if you al-
ready have” it. The patch was priced at $49.99, but the compa-
nies stated that consumers could receive a 30-day supply of the 
patch for free when they buy a 45-day supply of any patches 
the companies sell. 

“Providing consumers with a false sense of security that 
these patches could somehow protect them from this vi-
rus is simply wrong,” Nessel said. “I will not tolerate 
deceptive and misleading business practices at any time, but 
especially not during this time of uncertainty surrounding 
Michigan’s battle with COVID-19.” 

The companies are likely in violation of the Michigan Con-
sumer Protection Act because they may be: 

Representing that goods or services have sponsorship, ap-
proval, characteristics, ingredients, uses, benefits or quantities 
that they do not have, or that a person has sponsorship, approv-
al, status, affiliation or connection that he or she does not have. 

Failing to reveal a material fact, the omission of which tends 
to mislead or deceive the consumer, and which fact could not 
reasonably be known by the consumer. 

Causing coercion and duress as the result of the time and 
nature of a sales presentation. 

Making a representation of fact or statement of fact mate-
rial to the transaction such that a person reasonably believes 
the represented or suggested state of affairs to be other than it 
actually is. 

The companies have 10 days to respond to the letter by 
agreeing to not market or sell the patches to Michigan con-
sumers and to provide contact information for all consumers 
who purchased the patches. 

As of 7 a.m. Monday, the Attorney General’s office had re-
ceived a total of 1,578 complaints of price-gouging related to 
COVID-19, which includes 649 complaints filed electronical-
ly through the office’s Consumer Protection website and 929 
complaints taken by telephone.  

A total of 97 price-gouging complaints were received by 
phone Monday out of 169 calls to the Consumer Protection tip 
line. Calls may pertain to topics other than COVID-19-related 
price-gouging. 

The Consumer Protection tip line usually receives around 80 
phone calls daily. However, between March 16 and Friday, the 
intake team received an average of 280 calls per day – though 
there were extended hours of operation in place last week.  

Consumers can file a complaint online or by calling 
the Consumer Protection tip line, 877-765-8388. Hours of 
operation are between 8:30 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. 

Information around the COVID-19 outbreak is changing 
rapidly. The latest public health information is available online 
at a state website focused on the issue, and at the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention.   

round trip, and $50 if you want your brakes checked first.
We spoke with some of the people brave enough to cross 

the bridge.
“I’ve never done anything so terrifying before,” said one 

man, whose eyes kept rolling back in his head. “I’d like 
to do it again but I’ll have to wait until I can see straight.”

Another man was carrying a woman’s shoe and looked a 
little confused. “Have you seen my wife? She was sitting 
right next to me when we left, and I told her to roll up her 
window but I don’t think she heard me because she was 
screaming like she does on a roller coaster, and then…I 
don’t remember anything else.”

According to the company that runs the bridge, there ha-
ven’t been many injuries. “Sometimes people throw up so 
we don’t recommend eating before driving across,” said a 
spokesperson. “It makes a real mess.” He said one car flew 
off the bridge last summer and was never found. “I think 
the driver was a wanted felon and it was his way of evading 
capture,” he explained. 

If you are looking for something fun to do with the fam-
ily, check out this new bridge at www.aprilfools.gotcha!

BridgeBridge
...continued from front page...continued from front page



By Lois Allen

There’s hoard-
ing and then 
there’s HOARD-
ING. Stealing 
a truck that’s 
hauling about 
18,000 pounds of 
bathroom paper 
products during 
a global pandem-
ic during which 
the commodity 
has become in-
valuable to the 
panicked public 
likely falls into 
the all-caps category.

On Wednesday, March 
25, deputies from the Kent 
County Sheriff’s office 
said they came across the 
18-wheel tractor trailer as 
it was traveling on U.S. 131 
near Cedar Springs. 

It is unclear why they de-
cided to follow the vehicle, 
but deputies said the ex-
cursion paid off. They fol-
lowed the truck to a ware-
house/dock facility near the 
interstate. 

“After further investiga-
tion, it was determined the 
53’ foot Hyundai dry-van 
trailer was reported stolen 
locally and was being uti-
lized to transport nearly 

18,000 pounds of bathroom 
paper products,” the depart-
ment said. 

Officials said it is an on-
going investigation and that 
no arrests have yet been 
made. 

News of the discovery 
comes as grocery stores, 
big box chains and other 
retailers are struggling to 
keep toilet paper stocked 
on shelves by limiting pur-
chases per customer, and 
lawmakers are trying to 
wipe out price gouging in 
cities across the country. 

Kent County officials ex-
plained, “A convenience 
store touted toilet paper at 
$10 a roll next to a sign read-
ing: ‘This is not a joke.’”

Not only is it not funny, 
the Justice Department has 
ordered U.S. attorneys to 
appoint specials coronavi-
rus fraud coordinators. The 
department also rolled out 
a central fraud hotline (1-
866-720-5721 or disaster@
leo.gov) to report consumer 
abuses.

Ok, you might be won-
dering if this really hap-
pened. Something similar 
did happen, just not here. 
The real incident happened 
in Guildford County, North 
Carolina, believe it or not. 
Just google toilet paper 
truck and it should pop up.

If you happen to not have 
enough T.P. for now, don’t 
worry, they are making 

Severe weather awareness week
March 22-28

The Cedar Springs POST Thursday, March 26, 2020   Page 7

Don’t want to leave the 
house to pick up a POST?

YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO!
Now offering:
3 month or 6 month 
subscriptions

3 month subscription for .....$15 
6 month subscription for......$25
12 month subscription for....$40

C h e c k  o n e , fi l l  o u t  f o rm  b e lo w , a n d  s e n d  t o  P.O . B o x  3 7 0 , C e d a r  S p r in g s , M I  
4 9 3 1 9 . O r  d r o p  o ff  in  o u r  d r o p b o x  o u t s id e  t h e  P O S T  a t  3 6  E . M a p le  S t . 

Name: 

Phone #: 

Address: 

YES send me a subscription of The POSTToilet Paper as CURRENCY
Local Businesses NOW accepting toilet paper as currency. 

1 Roll of Generic Brand = $1
1 Roll of Midgrade = $3
1 Roll of Premium = $5

Pay for food, gas, 
household goods, services, 
etc. with your hoarded TP! 

Don’t let your hoarding go to “waste” 
For a list of participating businesses visit: 

www.cedarspringspost.com/pdf/tp-currency.com

Suspect charged 
in 36-year-old 
cold case homicide

Nearly 37 years after 
25-year-old Richard 
Atwood disappeared 
from White Cloud, 
Michigan in Newaygo 
County, Michigan At-
torney General Dana 
Nessel along with Ne-
waygo County Prose-
cutor Worth Stay have 
jointly charged Roy 
Leando Snell, 55, with 
his murder. Atwood’s 
body has never been 
found.

Snell, 55, was ar-
rested in Minneapolis 
by the Minneapolis 
Violent Criminal Ap-
prehension Unit. He is 
being charged in Newaygo County with one count of homi-
cide felony murder, punishable by life without parole, and 
one count of weapons felony firearm, punishable by two 
years in prison to be served consecutively and preceding 
any term of imprisonment imposed. Snell was in custody 
in Hennepin County Jail in Minnesota and was extradited 
last weekend.

Atwood was last seen on Aug. 10, 1983; his brown 1975 
Pontiac Trans-Am was recovered in the Grand Rapids, 
Michigan area two months later. Snell was reported as the 
last person to be seen with Atwood.

Snell and another man, Walter Sanders, were reportedly 
driving around with Atwood that day. While Atwood was 
out of the car, Sanders told police that Snell showed him 
a gun and said, “Let’s rob Ricky.” Sanders said Atwood 
dropped him off and that was the last time he saw Atwood. 

While the state is tak-
ing proactive steps to 
mitigate the spread of 
COVID-19 in Michigan, 
we want to remind resi-
dents that severe weather 
season is approaching. 
This includes tornados, 
flooding, high winds, and 
other severe weather that 
could disrupt our daily 
lives.

While we are practic-
ing social distancing, 
Michigan State Police 
Emergency management 
does not encourage you 
to congregate in groups 
for drills, but ask that you review what your plan is in the 
event of severe weather.

Disasters don’t plan ahead, but you can!

More information from Michigan State Police Emergen-
cy Management and Homeland Security at https://www.
michigan.gov/miready/. Click on Severe weather aware-
ness week to learn more.

                                                                                 HOMICIDE - continues on page 16

Kent County Deputies confiscate 
stolen truck full of T.P.

more every day right here 
in the USA. There will be 
more toilet paper. I’m get-
ting low right now. Unfor-
tunately, all stores remain 
completely out of stock. 
Hopefully it’s coming soon! 
Where’s the truck? In the 
meantime, I’ll be using tis-
sue. In the old days, people 
used a good ole corn cob. 
Let’s hope it doesn’t get to 
that. If so, there’s plenty 
here in Cedar Springs just 
           STOLEN - continues on page 16

Richard Atwood
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Easter SundayEaster Sunday   

April 12, 2020

Seasona l B runch  Idea s with  an  Orig ina l Fa rm-to-Table  Ingredient

FAMILY FEATURES
runch with family and friends can be a treat any 
time of the year, but spring’s fresh, seasonal ingre-
dients and warmer days practically beg loved ones 

to gather for the morning meal. 
These cute, kid-friendly Bunny Oatmeal and Easy Egg Cas-

serole recipes are simple and made with real foods like milk, 
bringing richness and flavor, and ingredients you can feel good 
serving to kids.

Whether it’s skim milk for lighter lattes with friends, 2% milk 
to wash down birthday cake or strawberry milk for a sweet cel-
ebration surrounding the game-winning goal, milk’s already a 
part of the foods – and meaningful moments – that matter. 

For more kid-friendly, seasonal recipe ideas, visit milklife.com 

Bunny Oatmeal
Recipe courtesy of Tiffany Edwards of Creme de la Crumb on 

behalf of Milk Life
Servings: 1 
1/3  cup instant oats
3/4  cup fat-free milk
1/4  teaspoon cinnamon

B
1/4  teaspoon vanilla
1  teaspoon brown sugar
2/3  small banana
2  fresh blueberries
1/2  small strawberry
chocolate syrup (optional)
1 glass milk (8 ounces)
In microwave-safe bowl, stir oats, milk, cinnamon, vanilla and 

brown sugar. Microwave on high 30-60 seconds and stir.
Cut banana in half crosswise. Cut 1 1/8-inch thick coin slice 

from flat ends of each banana half. Place two banana slices in 
upper third of oatmeal bowl, side by side, to make eyes. Top each 
banana slice with one blueberry.

Place remaining banana halves at top of bowl, hanging out, to 
create ears.

Place strawberry in middle of bowl to make nose then drizzle 
chocolate, if desired, to make mouth and whiskers.

Serve with 8-ounce glass of real milk for added nutrition.
Nutritional information per serving: 320 calories; 2 g fat; 10 

mg cholesterol; 18 g protein; 59 g carbohydrates; 5 g fiber; 190 
mg sodium; 550 mg calcium. Nutrition figures based on using 
fat-free milk and include 8-ounce glass of milk.  

Easy Egg Casserole
Recipe courtesy of Milk Life
Servings: 1 
 Nonstick cooking spray
1  cup lean ham, cubed
1  cup frozen seasoned potatoes with fresh onions and 

peppers
3/4  cup fresh spinach, chopped
1/2  cup low-fat cheddar or Swiss cheese, shredded
6  eggs
3/4  cup fat-free milk
1 glass milk (8 ounces)
Heat oven to 375 F. Lightly coat 8-by-8-inch casserole 

dish with nonstick cooking spray. In bottom of casserole 
dish, arrange ham, potatoes, spinach and cheese. 

In large bowl, beat eggs and milk. Pour mixture over in-
gredients in casserole dish. Bake 25-30 minutes, or until 
lightly browned and puffed. 

Serve with 8-ounce glass of real milk for added nutrition.
Nutritional information per serving: 350 calories; 9 g 

fat; 3 g saturated fat; 350 mg cholesterol; 32 g protein; 34 g 
carbohydrates; 2 g fiber; 630 mg sodium; 500 mg calcium. 
Nutrition figures based on using fat-free milk and include 
8-ounce glass of milk.

Create  a  Swee t  Ea ste r  Treat

Using pink frosting, pipe three toes and 
padding on each bunny foot. Once frosting 
has set (about 1 hour) gently press down on 
pink frosting to create smoother look.

To assemble cupcakes: Pipe green frosting 
onto each cupcake in series of short motions 
to create individual grass spots. Cover top of 
each cupcake completely.

To make bunny butts: Place cut sides of 
marshmallow halves onto each frosted cup-

cake, leaving room for bunny feet. Shape re-
maining white frosting into dime-sized balls 
then roll with white sprinkles to cover. Pipe 
small drop of remaining pink or white frost-
ing onto top of each marshmallow. Press bun-
ny tail on top.

Place both bunny feet against base of 
marshmallow with toes facing down.

FAMILY FEATURES
his Easter, satisfy guests of all ages 
with festive cupcakes modeled after 
the Easter bunny.

For more Easter recipes, visit Culinary.
net.

Bunny Butt Cupcakes
Recipe courtesy of Amanda Rettke of “I 

am baker” 
Prep time: 45 minutes 
Cook time: 20 minutes 
Servings: 24

1  2-layer size white cake mix
1  tablespoon, plus 2 teaspoons, McCor-

mick Pure Lemon Extract, divided
1  tablespoon McCormick Pure Vanilla 

Extract
3/4 cup white chocolate chips
2  sticks butter, softened
16  ounces confectioners’ sugar
2  tablespoons milk
10  drops McCormick Green Food Color
1-2  drops McCormick Red Food Color
12  large marshmallows, halved crosswise
3  tablespoons white nonpareil sprinkles

Prepare cake mix as directed on package, 
adding 1 tablespoon lemon extract and va-
nilla. Spoon 3 tablespoons batter into 24 pa-
per-lined muffin cups. Bake as directed on 

package for cupcakes. Cool cup-
cakes on wire rack.

To make bunny feet: In medium, 
microwave-safe bowl, microwave 
white chocolate chips on high 
30 seconds. Stir until completely 
melted and smooth. Spoon into 
pastry bag or re-sealable plastic 
bag. Snip small corner from bag. 
Pipe 24 pairs of bunny feet onto 
parchment or wax paper-lined 
cookie sheet. Use toothpick to 
smooth out bumps or rough edg-
es, and gently tap cookie sheet on 
counter to help settle. Allow to 
harden 2 minutes in freezer or 15 
minutes in refrigerator.

To make frosting: In large bowl, 
beat butter and remaining lemon 
extract until light and fluffy. Grad-
ually add confectioners’ sugar, 
beating well after each addition and scraping 
sides and bottom of bowl frequently. Add 
milk; beat until light and fluffy. Remove half 
the frosting and place in medium bowl. Add 
green food color; mix until evenly blended. 
Spoon into pastry bag fitted with grass deco-
rating tip. Set aside. Remove half the remain-
ing frosting into small bowl. Add red food 
color; mix until light pink. Spoon into another 
pastry bag.

T



Almost every year, Easter and National 
Jelly Bean Day both fall in April, making it 
the de facto Month of the Jelly Bean.

On a normal year, over 16 billion beans 
are made just for the Easter season. With 
Easter Egg hunts largely cancelled this year, 
it’s tough to tell whether fewer jelly beans 
will be needed. Perhaps more families will 
conduct their own private hunts around the 
house. And of course, Easter baskets will 
still need to be filled.

National Jelly Bean Rank-
ings

As a nation, sometimes it seems like we 
can’t agree on anything. Our size, diversity 
and multitude of culturally-influenced pref-
erences creates a rainbow of opinions. This 
particular rainbow happens to be made of 
jelly bean opinions.

We ranked the top 21 jelly bean flavors in 
America. Here we go.

#1 Cinnamon – New Winner! (#2 Last 
year)

Cinnamon has made steady progress to-
wards the top. Up from the #3 spot 2 years 
ago, this spicy red jelly bean flavor is part 
of a trend of spicy candy we noticed a while 
back.

Things have sure been heating up for Cin-
namon jelly beans. Sour candy, spicy can-
dy, savory candy are all becoming more and 
more popular. In fact, the top 3 jelly bean 
flavors do not include a sweet or fruity fla-
vor at all!

Spicy and packing heat, cin-
namon is your new #1 jelly 
bean flavor, America.

#2 Buttered Popcorn (#1 
Last year)

Salty and buttery, Buttered 
Popcorn was riding high last 
year, keeping its crown after 
knocking Black Licorice off 
the top sport 2 years ago. It has 
now been knocked off itself by 
a controversial up and comer, 
cinnamon. Both flavors incite 
strong opinions, positive and 
negative, but in the end, But-
tered Popcorn has work to do 
to become the number one jelly 
bean flavor in America again.

#3 Black Licorice
Black Licorice has slowed its 

descent for now. It had been on 
a losing streak, falling from the 
#1 spot 3 years ago. Then it fell 
to runner-up, and now it’s just 
trying to stay on the podium. 
But has maintained last year’s 
#3 spot this year.

Still, the number three spot 
is very near the top and there’s 
no denying the immense pop-
ularity of black licorice jelly 
beans. They are polarizing to 
be sure, but enough people still 
love them to push them above 
what was traditionally the top 
jelly bean flavor in the western 
hemisphere: cherry.

#4 Cherry
Cherry is like the jelly bean 

elder. It has been around for a 
long time and was once the king 
of jelly bean flavors, reigning 
for more than 20 years. It’s no 
longer in the top 3, but perhaps 
its time has not yet come.

Cherry was #4 last year as 
well. Maintaining it’s place on 
the charts is impressive for a 
sweet fruity flavor in this new 
savory/spicy world we live in. 
Only time will tell if Cherry can 
reclaim a place on the podium, 
or fall back into the fray of oth-
er fruity flavors.

#5 Juicy Pear
Juicy Pear is sort of a new 

classic jelly bean flavor. It has reached a 
high level of popularity in a relatively short 
lifespan. This year it even took over as the 
#1 flavor in Washington, Wyoming and Al-
abama!

#6 Toasted Marshmallow
Toasted Marshmallow moved up 1 spot 

from #7 last year. The toasty flavor warms 
the heart and the belly. It’s a great flavor to 
compliment other flavors and cut through 
some of the super sweet fruity flavors with 
a more creamy and slightly savory taste. It 
however, is not the top flavor in any one 
state.

#7 Watermelon
Watermelon fell 2 more spots to number 

7 this year. They are popular coast to coast, 
and were mostly the victim of Juicy Pear 
and Toasted Marshmallow moving strongly 
up.

#8 Strawberry
Strawberry jelly beans are coming on 

strong. They jumped up another spot this 
year from #9 and are now solidly a Top Ten 
jelly bean.

#9 Orange
Orange flavor fell another spot this year 

after getting jumped by Pink Strawberry. 
Orange has held strong as a classic jelly 
bean flavor to remain solidly in the top ten. 
It even took the top spot in Idaho!

#10 Root Beer
Maine’s new favorite flavor, Root Beer, 

is moving up fast. Jumping 2 spots to make 
the top ten this year, it has moved 5 spots 
up in 2 years.

That’s some big moves for a classic flavor 
and could be another signal that non-fruity 
flavors are headed for a recession.

#11 Cotton Candy
Cotton Candy may not be top ten, but it 

continues to knock on the door. Holding its 
ground at #11, this fair ground-inspired fla-
vor is all sweetness without the fruity. For 
some people it’s the perfect combination 
of sweet and no citrus. But not for enough 
people to get it into the top ten. Yet.

#12 Green Apple
A Green Apple jelly bean a day keeps the 

doctor away. Probably not, but Green Apple 
is reeling now after dropping 2 spots for the 
second year in a row. From #8 two years 
ago, they now find themselves at #12. A 
classic old school jelly bean flavor, Green 
Apple can still hold its head high as a top 
12 flavor.

#13 Sour
Sour flavored jelly beans have made a big 

splash this year, moving up from #18 to #13 
most popular flavor. They were #1 in New 
York and now Nebraska too! It’s no secret 
that New Yorkers love sour candy.

#14 Coconut
On the other hand, non-fruity flavor 

Coconut is moving in the other direction. 
Coconut was a top ten flavor last year and 
dropped all the way back to #13.

#15 Blueberry
Blueberry jelly beans, the flavor they in-

vented specifically to make the blue in red 
white and blue, has fallen another spot to 
#15, down 2 spots in as many years. Useful 

for their blue color, which is a popular color 
for event candy, blueberry jelly beans may 
struggle to differentiate themselves from 
the crowd of fruity flavored jelly beans.

#16 Coffee
Coffee fell one spot overall this year, 

but did gain the #1 spot in 2 states Nevada 
and Oklahoma. Coffee, the drink, has nev-
er been more popular, and coffee flavored 
treats and gifts are on the rise. Coffee 

flavored jelly beans are no 
different, making strong 
moves and mixing it up with 
various flavor varieties like 
latte and espresso (which we 
lumped together).

#17 Bubblegum
Bubblegum flavor fell 1 

spots from #16 last year, 
making it a 3 spot loss over 2 
years. So bubblegum is in a 
downtrend. This may reflect 
a trend towards less sugary 
flavors and more savory and 
spicy ones. Similar in color 
and flavor to Cotton Candy, 
it’s moving in the opposite 
direction. Could there be 
a zero sum game between 
them?

#18 Grape
Grape moved down a spot 

from #17 this year. Purple is 
a strong color and is an asset 
to Grape jelly beans. Purple 
is one of the most popular 
candy colors and there are 
not many other purple fla-
vors.

#19 Chocolate
Chocolate jelly beans 

moved up one spot from 
#20. Chocolate lovers might 
not be rejoicing at such a mi-
nor move, but they did claim 
the #1 spot in Illinois again!

#20 Red Apple
Red Apple fell back a spot 

to #20. Red apple has done 
well to stay moderately 
high even though its greener 
brother is the more famous 
of the apple flavors.

#21 Banana
Banana flavored jelly 

beans moved up into the top 
21 at #21. Banana is a clas-
sic candy flavor that isn’t 
super traditional for jelly 
beans, but the popularity of 
Jelly Belly has made it more 
prominent in recent years.

OUTDOORSOUTDOORS
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Ame r ica ’s  Fa vo r i t e  Je lly  B e a n  F la vo r s

The map above illustrates each states favorite jelly bean flavor. The results are not specific to any one brand of jelly bean.

Looking at over 12 years of candy sales data and the results from over 10,000 survey responses, we were able to map out jelly 
bean flavor preferences by state.

JELLY BEANS 
QUICK FACTS

• 	 I n 	 t h e 	 e a r l y 	 1 9 0 0 s , 	 j e l l y 	 b e a n s 	
w e r e 	o n l y 	s o ld 	 i n 	 i n d i v i d u a l 	fl a -
v o r s

• 	 J e l l y 	 b e a n s 	 w e r e 	 t h e 	 fi r s t 	 c o n -
f e c t i o n 	t o 	b e 	s o ld 	b y 	w e i g h t

• 	 1 6 	 B i l l i o n 	 j e l l y 	 b e a n s 	 a r e 	 m a n -
u f a c t u r e d 	 f o r 	 E a s t e r 	 s e a s o n 	
a lo n e

• 	 T h a t 	 m a n y 	 j e l l y 	 b e a n s 	 c o u ld 	
m a k e 	 i t 	 1 /3 	 o f 	 t h e 	 w a y 	 t o 	 t h e 	
m o o n

• 	 J e l l y 	 b e a n s 	 w e r e 	 o r i g i n a l l y 	 a 	
C h r i s t m a s 	 c a n d y 	 u n t i l 	 a b o u t 	
1 9 3 0

• 	 B lu e b e r r y 	 b e a n 	 l o v e r s 	 c a n 	
t h a n k 	 R o n a ld 	 R e a g a n . 	 J e l l y 	
B e l l y 	 n e e d e d 	 a 	 b lu e 	 j e l l y 	 b e a n 	
w h e n 	 h e 	 w a s 	 e l e c t e d , 	 a n d 	 t h e 	
b lu e b e r r y 	j e l l y 	b e a n 	w a s 	b o r n .



Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Pandemics in 
Nature

When a species causes massive illnesses or deaths to 
members of another species, a pandemic is the result. Some 
that cause obvious and immediate economic harm receive 
widespread attention. The emerald ash borer that arrived in 
Detroit in 2002, spread rapidly killing ash trees in a wid-
ening radius. It cost communities, businesses, and private 
property owners billions of dollars. The financial burden 
gained human attention. 

The loss of an 
ash tree’s life did 
not result in the 
same concern 
caused by the 
loss of a human 
neighbor or family 
member to coro-
navirus. The death 
of people in China 
has not disturbed 
people in our re-
gion as much as 
the death of peo-
ple in Washington 
state. People con-
tracting the dis-
ease in Michigan 
created even high-
er concern. This is 
perhaps because 
we recognize the 
virus might per-
sonally make us ill 
or kill us. 

When the concern is not likely to kill us personally, we 
do not elevate actions immediately. The emerald ash borer 
spread as a pandemic through forests killing most ash trees. 
The beetle likely arrived in wood pallets and moved to live 
trees that had not developed evolutionary defenses. When 
native species are investigated and tested by other species, 
they develop defenses through co-evolution. One tries to 
feed on the new food source and the other tries to prevent 
being fed upon. If successful both survive by developing 
ecological adaptations. 

The sudden appearance of a species from another part of 
the world adapted to feed on a similar species, might find 
easy pickings when introduced to exploit a region like oc-
curred with the ash borer. People lost trees in their yards, 
forests lost timber that could have been harvested, and 
cities found public land full of trees that presented public 
safety hazards. The general public took notice because of 
economic and safety concerns.

The loss of life of an individual tree in the yard does not 
bring a similar emotional response that comes with the 
death of a person dying next door. When the borer beetle 
pandemic spread, few people realized the impact on forest 
economics for other species. It closed the tree “restaurants” 
used by hundreds of other species similar to how human 
restaurants closed. Tree bark was home to mosses and li-
chens that lost their residence like business owners might 
lose their residences. 

People are not well attuned to the economic, social, en-
vironmental impacts that result from the successful estab-
lishment of exotic species. The stock market would fluctu-
ate more greatly if we did. The American Chestnut blight 
caused economic harm and adversely affected businesses 
in the early 1900’s. Dutch elm disease in the 1950’s created 
similar devastation and had the added danger from DDT 
used to control the vector beetle that carried the killer fun-
gus. Economic stress cannot be separated from environ-
mental impacts that result in social harm that undermines 
community health and sustainability. Many economic woes 
can be traced to inadequate environmental policies. Sound 
environmental laws protect our economy and health.

Pandemic loss of native 
species is caused by more 
than diseases. Beautiful 
flowering species like pur-
ple loosestrife crowd other 
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GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT
169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
616-887-8661

HOMES:
• Sand
• Top Soil
• Gravel
• Crushed Concrete
• Driveways
• Prep for New Homes

For ALL of your excavating needs...

• Septic Systems
• Water & Sewer Lines
• Basements
• Additions
• Tree Removal
• Yard Re-grading

Total Site Preparation

• COMMERCIAL   • RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL   • RESIDENTIAL

OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Owner Richard Opper
STATE LICENSED | INSURED
17950 Pine Lake Dr. | Sand Lake

616.636.5163
Cell 616.437.6996

FARMS:
• Ditching
• Tiling
• Fence Rows
• Land Clearing
• Demolition

All of our MI Birds part-
ners are dedicated to bird 
conservation in Michigan, 
and many need your help. 
Several organizations are 
seeking community science 
volunteers for different proj-
ects across the state. Learn 
more about each program 
and sign up to volunteer be-
low.
Safe Passage Great 
Lakes (March 15 - 
May 31)

Each year nearly 1 billion 
birds die from bird-building 
collisions in the U.S. alone. 
Volunteers are needed to 
monitor buildings in urban 
areas in Michigan that may 
pose a danger to migrating birds twice weekly between 
March 15and May 31. The data collected is then used to 
start conversations with building owners and city officials 
about making the city a more bird-friendly community.

Interested in becoming part of this community science 
project?

* In Ypsilanti and Ann Arbor, please contact Heidi 
Trudell and Alice Elliott at Washtenawsafepassage@
gmail.com. 

*  At Wayne State University in*Detroit, please contact 
Ava Landgraf at alandgraf@detroitaudubon.org. 

*  In Lansing, please contact Linnea Rowse at lrowse@
michiganaudubon.org. 

*  If you live somewhere else, but still want to partici-
pate, you can submit bird collision observations any-
where using the Global Bird Collision Mapper https://
birdmapper.org/app/?utm_campaign=mi+birds+vol-
unteers&utm_medium=mkt+email&utm_source=go-
vdelivery app. 

Adopt-A-Nest Osprey Monitoring 
Program (March 23 - July 17)

Volunteer community scientists, like you, can adopt an 
osprey nest and help monitor these beautiful predatory birds 
for the summer. Participation in this program requires little 
effort. All ages and experience levels are welcome.

A minimum commitment of three 15-minute nest visits 
between the end of March and early July is all it takes to 
determine if there is a nesting attempt, if birds are actively 
nesting and if there are any chicks in the nest. You can visit 
more often if you’d like. Binoculars are adequate for most 
observations, but a spotting scope is useful to determine the 
number of chicks. Most nests are located on cell towers and 
are easily viewable from public roads.

Volunteers are needed only in the following counties: 
Alpena, Benzie, Calhoun, Cass, Clare, Crawford, Emmet, 
Ingham, Ionia, Jackson, Kalkaska, Lenawee, Manistee, 
Missaukee, Montmorency, Muskegon, Osceola, Oscoda, 
Presque Isle, St Clair, St Joseph, Wexford.

Sign up to adopt an osprey nest.  https://act.audubon.
org/onlineactions/fArVY3PBDUCNXfYzzYHYsQ2?utm_

Call for volunteers to help with bird 
conservation efforts

A vigilant adult black tern watches closely as Audubon Great Lakes staffers band her newly 
hatched chicks. Photo taken by David Fuller.

campaign=mi+birds+volunteers&utm_medium=mkt+e-
mail&utm_source=govdelivery 
Black tern nest platform-building 
workshops (April - May)

Join MI Birds and Detroit Audubon as we construct nest-
ing platforms to install at St. Clair Flats State Wildlife Area 
on Harsens Island. Black terns are a Michigan species of 
special concern and have seen population declines since 
the 1960s. These nesting platforms aim to help increase 
hatching success of black tern nests within St. Clair Flats. A 
presentation on black terns will be given prior to platform 
construction, and light refreshments will be served.

Workshops are scheduled at:
* Lake St. Clair Metropark in Harrison Township, noon 

to 2 p.m. Saturday, April 25. Sign up for Lake St. Clair 
Metropark workshop. https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
black-tern-nest-platform-building-workshop-tick-
ets-96994273483?utm_campaign=mi+birds+volun-
teers&utm_medium=mkt+email&utm_source=gov-
delivery 

*  Algonac Public Library, noon to 2 p.m. Satur-
day, May 23. Sign up for Algonac Public Li-
brary workshop. https://www.facebook.com/
events/2882339868510659?utm_campaign=mi+-
birds+volunteers&utm_medium=mkt+email&utm_
source=govdelivery ] 

Secretive marsh bird surveys at St. Clair 
Flats State Wildlife Area (May 1 - June 
15)

Audubon Great Lakes recently was awarded a Michigan 
DNR Wildlife Habitat Grant to improve the wetlands at St. 
Clair Flats State Wildlife Area on Harsens Island, which 
doubles as an Audubon Important Bird Area. This habitat 
work aims to benefit breeding and migratory waterfowl, but 
also secretive marsh birds.

We are seeking four to six marsh bird survey volunteers 
to search for these secretive birds during three morning 
surveys between May 1and June 15. Volunteer training, in-
cluding bird identification by sight and sound, and supplies 

will be provided. Volunteers 
should have their own binoc-
ulars.

Volunteer training will 
be held at 11 a.m. Saturday, 
April 4 at St. Clair Flats 
State Wildlife Area. This is 
the same day as the DNR’s 
spring birding tour explore 
the wildlife area in the morn-
ing and then join us for the 
volunteer training session.

Register to volunteer 
for the secretive marsh 
bird survey. https://www.
eventbr i te .com/e/secre-
tive-marsh-bird-surveys-vol-

OUTDOORSOUTDOORS

The beautiful purple loosestrife is an 
example of a non-native species that 
causes a pandemic loss of life in nature 
to natural species by crowding them 
out. Photo by Linda Wilson University of 
Idaho Bugwood.org.

            NATURE- continues on page 14



Safety on the road
Protecting your ability to drive safely as long as 
possible
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AUTO LIFEAUTO LIFE

Trust your car insurance  
with a company named  

for those it serves.   

THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

GEBHARDT INSURANCE
CEDAR SPRINGS • 616-696-9440

www.gebhardtins.com

4395 14 mile rd ne Rockford, MI 49341

watsonrockford.com
616-884-5899

M&W 9-8 • TU, TH, & F 9-6 • SAT 9-3 • CLOSED SUNDAYS

FIND US ON

• Tintable Stone Guard • All-Over Paint & Spot Repair • Glass Installed

89 N. Third Street
Sand Lake

(616) 636-5341 

Complete Collision

Free Estimates

www.koolgm.com

Hi neighbors! I’m Stephanie Crawford and I’m here to 
help you with all of your vehicle needs at Kool Chevy!

STEPHANIE CRAWFORD
SALES SPECIALIST
KOOL CHEVROLET

Home of the 10 year million mile warranty

3770 Plainfield Ave NE
Grand Rapids MI 49525 US

616-364-9431 (main)
616-365-7198 (direct)

scrawford@koolchevy.com

Proud Red Hawk Parent!

It may be the safest, wisest course to get help with your driving before you have to give it up.

(NAPS)—Driving a car means maintain-
ing independence for many older adults. 
Driving allows you to shop, see friends and 
family, keep up with medical appointments, 
and avoid social isolation. But sometimes 
staying safe behind the wheel as you age 
can be a challenge.

Age-related physical and mental chang-
es can affect your ability to drive safely. If 
you’re alert to these changes and manage 
them carefully, you may be able to continue 
driving safely for some time.

To keep your skills as sharp as possible, 
consider following these suggestions from 
experts at the American Geriatrics Society 
(AGS), healthcare professionals dedicated 
to improving the health, independence, and 
quality of life of older people:

Check your eyesight to keep it as sharp as 
possible by getting a complete annual eye 
exam once you turn 60. 
Test yourself to monitor your 
vision:

• Do you have problems reading street 
signs? 

• Are you having difficulty seeing road 
or pavement markings, curbs, or other 
vehicles or pedestrians, especially at 
dawn, dusk, and nighttime?

• Is glare from oncoming headlights 
making it hard to see when driving at 
night?

Assess your physical fitness 
to drive by asking yourself:

• Can I comfortably turn my neck to 
see over my shoulder when I change 
lanes?

• Can I easily move my foot from the 
gas pedal to the brake? Can I easily 
turn the steering wheel?

• During the past year, have I fallen one 
or more times?

• Do I regularly walk more than a block 
a day?

• Can I raise my arms above my shoul-
ders?

Perform a reality check on 

your attention span and 
reaction time:

• Are you overwhelmed by signs, 
traffic signals, and car and pedes-
trian traffic, especially at busy in-
tersections?

• Does it seem harder to merge into 
traffic on the highway?

• Do you take any medications that 
make you sleepy, dizzy, or con-
fused?

• Do you feel less confident about 
driving at highway speeds?

• Do you react slowly to cars enter-
ing your roadway, or to cars that 
have slowed or stopped in front of 
you?

Pay attention to changes and 
warnings:

• Have friends or family members ex-
pressed worries about your driving?

• Have you ever gotten lost on familiar 
routes or forgotten how to get to fa-
miliar destinations?

• Has a police officer pulled you over to 
warn you about your driving?

• Have you been ticketed for your driv-
ing, had a near miss, or a crash in the 
last three years?

• Has your healthcare provider warned 
you to restrict or stop driving?

Consider Getting a Profes-
sional Driving Assessment

If you’ve experienced driving problems 
like these or are worried about your ability 
to be a safe driver, consider getting a pro-
fessional assessment of your skills.

Occupational therapists trained as driving 
rehabilitation specialists can evaluate your 
driving skills and strengths, as well as any 
physical, visual, and cognitive challenges 
you may face. They can also evaluate your 
ability to operate a vehicle safely and, if 
needed, recommend ways to reduce your 
risks.

Driving rehabilitation 
specialists are trained to 
evaluate older drivers for:

• Muscle strength, flexibility, and range 
of motion

• Coordination and reaction time
• Judgment and decision-making skills
• Ability to drive with special devices 

that adapt your vehicle to your needs
The specialist may recommend ways for 

you to drive more safely after the evalua-

tion. Suggestions may include getting spe-
cial equipment for your car or helping you 
sharpen your skills.

Not sure how to find a driving rehabili-
tation specialist? Talk to your healthcare 
provider or contact the American Occupa-
tional Therapy Association for a directory. 
You can also visit the AGS’s public edu-
cation website, https://www.healthinaging.
org/driving-safety, for more safe driving 
resources for older adults and caregivers.



FORFOR  RENTRENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

The Cedar Springs POSTPage 12  Thursday, March 26, 2020

Chase – 1-year-old male – Medium Mixed Breed
“Hi, my name is Chase and I 
am a sweet 1-year-old mixed 
breed! I still have a lot of pup-
py energy and can be pretty 
silly but I also am shy to start 
off. I would love to join a fam-
ily that is willing to give me 
lots of patience and build my 
confidence and skills togeth-
er and if it could be just us, 

that would be even better!”
Chase will be available for adoption when Humane Society 
of West Michigan reopens to the public. For updates and to 
learn more about adopting, please visit: www.hswestmi.org

Star Fire – 13-year-old female – Domestic Shorthair Mix
13 year-old Star Fire is a staff favorite here at HSWM for 
many reasons. First, she goes 
with the flow. She purred 
through her vaccines. She’s 
curious and confident. She 
has full run of our cattery in 
the mornings to explore and 
follow  us around. She likes all 
kinds of toys. Break out a Cat 
Dancer and she becomes a 
kitten again, chasing it all over 
the room. She’s affectionate. She’s gentle. She gets adorably 
excited for breakfast. We could go on and on.
Star Fire will be available for adoption when Humane Soci-
ety of West Michigan reopens to the public. For updates and 

to learn more about adopting, please visit: 
www.hswestmi.org

HELPHELP
WANTEDWANTED

HOMES HOMES 
FOR FOR SALESALE

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

PP      STSTTheThe

Humane Society of West Michigan’sHumane Society of West Michigan’s

For more information on the 
Humane Society of West Michigan,  

call (616) 453-8900 or 
visit www.hswestmi.org

PETS of PETS of the the WEEKWEEK

• LOST 
• FOUND 
• FREE to good 

homes

Animal AdsAnimal Ads
areare  FREE!FREE!  CallCall
 696-3655 696-3655

CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

LOST LOST 
ANDAND FOUND FOUND

CLASSESCLASSES
AND AND LESSONSLESSONS

Beginner 

Call 
616-263-9385 
to register

CROCHET LESSONS

Say: “I saw it 
in the POST!
Help support LOCAL Newspapers!

small ads 
make ¢ents
Call for details

696-3655

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

SERVICESSERVICES

NOTICE: All real estate 
advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Amendments Act and 
the Michigan Civil Rights Act, 
which make it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, national 
origin, handicap, familial 
status, age or marital status, 
or an intention to making any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” Familial Status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody 
of children under 18. This 
newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real 
estate, which is in violation of 
the law. To report discrimination, 
call the Fair Housing Center at 
616-451-2980. The HUD toll-
free number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275. 

BUSINESS PROFESSIONALSBUSINESS PROFESSIONALS
KENT DUMPSTER

local family business

616-437-1460
kentdumpster.com

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

H VS Builders
Honest Affordable Quality Workmanship

Scott Henningsen
Licensed & Insured

616-255-5734
www.hvsbuilders.com

• New Construction
• Remodeling
• Additions
• Siding

• Roofing
• Flooring: from carpet to tile
• Decks
• Garages

FREE ESTIMATES

And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

(616) 439-3400
North End Tire & Auto

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

Home Based Business For Sale:
Red Flannel 
Factory, LLC
Please contact Pam at 
redflannels56@gmail.com 
for more information.

Own a piece of History!

Part – Time & Full – Time 
positions available, CDL Class 
A ,Truck Driver. Home every 
night, part time 1 – 2 days 
per week. Must have good 
driving record and pass drug 
screening. Howard City. Call 
231-250-9696. #10-15p

Job opening for insurance 
agent in Cedar Springs. 
Sales Experience preferred. 
Email resumes to Chris@
conflittiagency.com. #tfnb

Direct Support Professional: 
Spectrum Community Service is 
looking for an outgoing individual 
to serve and support our 
Individuals. All shifts available 
– particular need for part-time 
weekend help $10.50 – $11.00 
per hour, more with related 
experience. A Day in the Life as 
a Direct Support Professional: 
As the direct hands who would 
serve our people. You would 
provide the care in the areas 
of feeding, personal hygiene, 
role modeling, and community 
outing, personal life skill goals 
as well a variety of other 
invaluable services, because 
we believe that every person, 
as a valued member of the 
human community is entitled to 
dignity and respect. We believe 
that all people have the right to 
receive services which support 
them in achieving their highest 
potential. Ready to apply? If this 
job sounds like a fit for you, then 
reach out to Carey at cmartin@
spectrumhumans.org or 616-
696-3035. #9-14b

Found: Quadcopter drone 
found on February 27th on the 
bike trail near Pine Street, 
Cedar Springs. Call 616-696-
3248. #10

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Kent Dumpster: Local Family 
Business. Call 616-437-1460. 
www.kentdumpster.com. #11-
35p

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

Large home on 
perimeter corner 

homesite
Lots of corn & deer 

as neighbors
PRICE REDUCED

$109,900

FORFOR  SALESALE
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PUBLIC NOTICE 
TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER

County of Kent, Michigan
NOTICE OF ADOPTION
On March 17, 2020, the Township Board of the 
Township of Spencer, Kent County, Michigan, 
adopted Resolution 2020-01, the Canada Goose 
Management & Control Program by the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources as follows;

RESOLUTION 2020-01

Canada Goose Management and Control Program
by Michigan Department of Natural Resources.

WHEREAS, the Township Board of Spencer has 
received complaints of overabundant Canada 
Geese inhabiting the grounds and water of Lincoln 
Lake within the Township; and

WHEREAS, the Township Board has determined 
that the DNR Wildlife Division Canada Goose 
Management and Control Program Policy and 
Procedures for Canada Geese of control of site 
specific problems for our residents; and

WHEREAS, the residents clearly understand that 
any birds removed during this program may be 
relocated and round up is not effective long-time 
solution for addressing Canada goose conflicts 
because adult geese instinctively return to 
previous breeding sites.  To get further information 
check Michigan DNR Nuisance Control website; 
and

WHEREAS, the lake association, must apply for a 
DNR Permit for these activities, and must ensure 
that all lakefront residents, tenants, employees of 
this site, have been informed that this program is 
taking place at their lake/site and are responsible 
for adhering to the requirements under the DNR 
permit;

NOW, THEREFORE LET IS BE RESOLVED that 
the Township Board of Spencer hereby formally 
requests the assistance of the Michigan DNR on 
behalf of the requests made in Spencer Township 
by Lincoln Lake or lake association as long as 
they abide by the DNR permit requirements, in 
the implementation of the DNR Wildlife Division 
Canada Goose Management and Control Program 
Policy and Procedures, for a 5-year period from 
2020 through 2024 and additionally, to advise 
the Department that there shall be no cost to the 
Township of Spencer for these Programs.

EFFECTIVE DATE, This resolution will become 
effective April 17, 2020.  A copy of the resolution 
may be inspected or purchase at the Spencer 
Township Office, 14960 Meddler Ave, Gowen. 
Or email Clerk@spencertwp.org for a free copy.

Dated:  March 26, 2020   
Effective:  April 17, 2020

TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER

SOLON 
Township Hall
15185 Algoma Avenue

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

PUBLIC NOTICE
SEALED BIDS FOR 

LAWN CARE
Solon Township will receive sealed bids on 

the mowing and upkeep of the grounds of the 
Township Hall at 15185 Algoma Avenue, the 
Township Fire Department at 2305 19 Mile 
Road, and the Township cemetery located at the 
corner of 18 Mile Road and Algoma Avenue.  
The following criteria applies:

1. Bidders must have their own equipment and 
be able to present a current certificate of lia-
bility insurance.

2. Mowing and trimming to be done weekly, as 
needed, between Wednesdays and Fridays.

3. Removal of sticks and debris on a continu-
ous basis, as necessary.

4. Spring cleanup of leaves, pine cones, 
branches, trash no later than May 1st.

5. Fall cleanup of leaves, pine cones, branch-
es, trash.

6. Payment for services will be as follows:
One third of lawn cutting fee by May 15th.
One third of lawn cutting fee by July 17th.
One third of lawn cutting fee at end of season.

Upon acceptance of this bid by the Solon Town-
ship Board, you agree to all the information in this 
bid and agree to perform the duties described. 
Additionally, the successful bidder will supply the 
Township Clerk with proof of liability insurance 
within three days of bid acceptance.

If all terms of this agreement are not met, So-
lon Township reserves the right to terminate this 
contract with forty eight (48) hours notice.

Please return bids on or before 5:00 PM, April 
13, 2020.  Solon Township reserves the right to 
accept or refuse any or all bids.

Bids may be mailed to:

Solon Township Clerk
Lawn Care Bids
15185 Algoma Avenue NE
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Dated: March 26, 2020

PUBLIC NOTICE 
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

PUBLIC HEARING ON 
BUDGET FOR 2020-2021 

FISCAL YEAR
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on 
March 30, 2020 at 7:00pm, the Village of Sand 
Lake will hold a public hearing online using 
the Zoom Application to hear and consider 
comments regarding the proposed budget 
for the April 1, 2020 through March 31, 2021 
fiscal year.  The Zoom Meeting ID is:  517-687-
3895.  Please access the Zoom Application and 
familiarize yourself with the application prior to 
the meeting.

The budget includes the millage of 3.383 mills 
which was levied November 8, 2016 for the 
repayment of Road Construction Bonds.  A 
copy of the proposed budget is available for 
online for public inspection prior to the hearing 
at the Village of Sand Lake’s website at www.
villageofsandlake.org.

“THE PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE RATE 
PROPOSED TO BE LEVIED TO SUPPORT 
THE PROPOSED BUDGET WILL BE A 
SUBJECT OF THIS HEARING.”

This notice is posted in compliance with PA267 of 
1976, as amended (Open Meetings Act), MCLA 
41.72a(2)(3) and the Americans with Disabilities 
Act, SECTION H of the Open Meeting Act.

Dated: March 26, 2020 Village of Sand Lake,
Rachel Gokey

Village Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE 
Kent County, Michigan

CEMETERY 
MAINTENANCE BIDS

The Village of Sand Lake is seeking bids for 
cemetery maintenance for the fiscal year April 1, 
2020 to March 31, 2021.

Cemetery maintenance includes mowing 
and trimming of cemetery on a regular basis 
(understanding that weather impacts the number 
of times needed to maintain desire appearance), 
spring and fall clean up and picking up branches 
or sticks that come down throughout the season.
Bid must include the following information:

Total cost for the year, including any deduction 
if paid in full by June 1, 2020 
Number of mowings per season and cost per 
mowing 
Number of trimmings per season and cost per 
trimming 
Spring clean up fee 
Fall clean up fee 
Cost of burials for each adult, infant/child and 
cremations 
Cost of Sunday burials or holiday burials 
Cost for footings

Delivery of proof of proper insurance coverage 
upon acceptance of bid.

Bids must be received by Thursday, April 9, 
2020.  Please send bids to: Village of Sand Lake, 
2 Maple St., PO Box 139, Sand Lake, MI 49343

Dated: March 26, 2020 Village of Sand Lake,
Rachel Gokey

Village Clerk

Check our our e-Edition @ 
http://cedarspringspost.

com/e-newspaper-2/

DownturnDownturn
...continued from front page...continued from front page
managed to maintain takeout services and offer delivery on 
a temporary basis. The reasoning was both to keep as many 
people working as we can and to serve our community. It’s 
been wonderful to have so many of our friends in the com-
munity reach out to support our team with their generous 
orders and donations to our food drive, which we forward-
ed yesterday to Hand2Hand for their kids’ food bank.

“All that said, this model will not be sustainable for us in 
the long term as revenues are down about 80%, so we’re 
really hoping that the country rallies to ‘flatten the curve’ 
and we can get back to offering our full services sooner 
rather than later and get all our team back to work. We’re 
all in this together!”

Many of the restaurants in our community are offering 
take out or curbside pickup, including CS Brewing, Red 
Bird Bistro, Classic Kelley’s, Vitale’s, Nonno’s, Sue’s 
Kountry Kitchen, and more. Please call ahead to find out 
the hours and menu options available for ordering.
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TAX TIMETAX TIME
is online at http://cedarspringspost.com/

category/business/tax-time/

PETERSON Tax and Accounting

“Professional Knowledge with Personal Attention”
• ALL BUSINESS & 
         PERSONAL TAXES 
• ACCOUNTING

PetersonTaxandAccounting.com

23 West Elm St., 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616.696.5300
 Lucinda Peterson, Proprietor
Lucinda@PetersonTaxAcctg.com

PETERSON 
Tax and Accounting

38 Years of Experience

$$ $$

species from wetland habi-
tats and remove ecosystem 
foundations essential for 
maintaining community 
health. Basically non-native 
loosestrife removes grocery 
stores, banks, apartments, 
construction warehouses, 
hardware stores, and phar-
macies in wetland habitats 
needed by native species. 
Invasive species simplify 
the community and bring 
about instability. The long-
term impact eventually 
harms human financial 
community health when 
we have not taken adequate 
care of environmental and 
social needs. 

Few exotic species have 
been addressed here. About 
180 exotics are causing 
havoc in the Great Lakes 
and costs billions of dollars 
in damage to our economy. 
Two decades after zebra 
mussels were discovered 
in the Great Lakes, some 
scientists call the foreign 
mollusks the most harmful 
exotic species to invade 
the world’s largest fresh-
water ecosystem. Zebra 
and quagga mussels have 
caused more profound 
changes in the lakes than 
sea lamprey that decimated 
lake trout and other native 
fish species in the mid-

1900s. The mussels are 
two of 185 exotic species 
in the Great Lakes. About 
120 of those species were 
imported by ocean ships 
that discharged ballast wa-
ter from foreign ports into 
the lakes. Invasive species 
result in pandemic losses.

Natural history ques-
tions or topic suggestions 
can be directed to Ranger 
Steve (Mueller) at ody-
brook@chartermi.net - Ody 
Brook Nature Sanctuary, 
13010 Northland Dr. Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319 or call 
616-696-1753.

NatureNature
...continued from page 10...continued from page 10

Tax day now July 15 
Treasury, IRS extend filing deadline and federal tax 
payments regardless of amount owed

WASHINGTON—The Treasury Depart-
ment and Internal Revenue Service an-
nounced today that the federal income tax 
filing due date is automatically extended 
from April 15, 2020, to July 15, 2020.

Taxpayers can also defer federal income 
tax payments due on April 15, 2020, to July 
15, 2020, without penalties and interest, 
regardless of the amount owed. This de-
ferment applies to all taxpayers, including 
individuals, trusts and estates, corporations 
and other non-corporate tax filers as well as 
those who pay self-employment tax.

Taxpayers do not need to file any addi-
tional forms or call the IRS to qualify for 
this automatic federal tax filing and pay-
ment relief. Individual taxpayers who need 
additional time to file beyond the July 15 
deadline, can request a filing extension by 
filing Form 4868 through their tax profes-
sional, tax software or using the Free File 
link on IRS.gov. Businesses who need ad-
ditional time must file Form 7004.

The IRS urges taxpayers who are due 
a refund to file as soon as possible. Most 
tax refunds are still being issued within 21 
days.

Even with the filing deadline extended, 
we urge taxpayers who are owed refunds 
to file as soon as possible and file elec-
tronically, said IRS Commissioner Chuck 
Rettig. Filing electronically with direct 

deposit is the quickest way to get refunds. 
Although we are curtailing some operations 
during this period, the IRS is continuing 
with mission-critical operations to support 
the nation, and that includes accepting tax 
returns and sending refunds. As a federal 
agency vital to the overall operations of our 
country, we ask for your personal support, 
your understanding  and your patience. Im 
incredibly proud of our employees as we 
navigate through numerous different chal-
lenges in this very rapidly changing envi-
ronment.

The IRS will continue to monitor issues 
related to the COVID-19 virus, and updat-
ed information will be posted on a special 
coronavirus page  https://www.irs.gov/
coronavirus on IRS.gov.

This announcement comes following the 
Presidents emergency declaration last week 
pursuant to the Stafford Act. The Stafford 
Act is a federal law designed to bring an or-
derly and systematic means of federal nat-
ural disaster and emergency assistance for 
state and local governments in carrying out 
their responsibilities to aid citizens. It was 
enacted in 1988.

Treasury and IRS will issue additional 
guidance as needed and continue working 
with Congress, on a bipartisan basis, on 
legislation to provide further relief to the 
American people.

supported. It was a constant 
question within the party 
leadership: “How many 
votes do we have? Can we 
go to the floor and expect to 
win?” This is compounded 
when, as now, each cham-
ber is under the control of a 
different party. Still, while 
there are never any guaran-
tees, at times of national cri-
sis the math becomes much 
easier to achieve.

That’s despite the fact 
that members can vote 
any way they want to, and 
Congress is where all the 
crosscurrents and needs 
of a complicated nation 
converge. Congress—at 
all times, but especially 
now—is beset by orga-
nized interests weighing 
in. Industry, professional 
groups, labor unions, farm 
organizations, veterans’ 
groups, and hundreds of 
others all have something 
to say. These groups are 
highly organized, effective, 
and sophisticated. They and 
their lobbyists are power-
ful, talented, and deeply 
knowledgeable of the pro-
cess. Members of Con-
gress are also listening to 
the no-doubt urgent mes-
sages they’re getting from 
their constituents and mak-
ing the political calcula-

tions that, even at the most 
dire times, are very much 
in the mix on Capitol Hill. 
You can see why arriving at 
agreements swiftly is such 
difficult work.

Which is why, now 
more than ever, everything 
depends on the leader-
ship. Even in calm times, 
the key to the functioning 
of Congress rests over-
whelmingly with the pre-
siding officers of the House 
and Senate, and with their 
teams. At the moment, 
both McConnell and House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi are 
conveying that they intend 
to keep Congress on an 
even keel as they work on 
relief and stimulus legisla-
tion. Nonetheless, it is also 
up to ordinary Americans 
to keep pressure on the 
politicians, and especially 
their own representatives, 
to make sure that Congress 
performs as we need it to. I 
don’t think people are un-
realistic about what can be 
done—they don’t expect 
miracles. But members of 
the public do need to re-
mind elected officials that 
our eyes are on them.

This is obviously a time 
of great peril, with immense 
stakes. We are a democracy, 
unlike the more central-

ly governed countries that 
have reacted forcefully to 
their own crises. Our chal-
lenge—and Congress’s in 
particular—is to respond 
as the situation demands 
while preserving the best 
that democratic gover-
nance offers: solutions to 
the country’s problems that 
reflect the best thinking 
and collective wisdom of a 
great, diverse, and creative 
nation. It is not written in 
the stars that Congress can 
make it work, especially as 
members grapple with ill-
ness in their own ranks. But 
the evidence so far is that in 
this crisis, when we need it 
to come through, Congress 
can do important work well 
and do it in a bipartisan 
way.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior 
Advisor for the Indiana 
University Center on Rep-
resentative Government; 
a Distinguished Scholar 
at the IU Hamilton Lugar 
School of Global and In-
ternational Studies; and a 
Professor of Practice at the 
IU O’Neill School of Public 
and Environmental Affairs. 
He was a member of the 
U.S. House of Representa-
tives for 34 years.
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Immediate positions in Cedar 
Springs, Kent City & Sparta

      $17.20 per hour to start. Full benefits 
   package and flexible scheduling available.

                               No prior professional driving experience        
                          required - PAID CDL TRAINING PROVIDED!
                      Excellent driving history is required. Must pass     
                 background check, physical exam and drug screening.
        Apply at www.deantrans.com/jobs or in person 
 Mon-Fri at one of the following Dean locations:

210 E Muskegon St.
Cedar Springs 49319

351 N Main St. 
Kent City 49330

429 S Union St. 
Sparta 49345

NOW HIRING AND TRAINING SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS



Grand Rapids, Mich. – 
March 23, 2020 – With 
the stay-at-home directives 
now implemented in Mich-
igan, the Federal govern-
ment has issued a guidance 
around COVID-19 related 
to blood donation. That 
guidance reminds the public 
that Versiti Blood Center of 
Michigan donor centers and 
community blood drives 
across the state remain open 
because of the critical na-
ture of blood donation to 
our country. Healthy donors 
are still needed to ensure an 
adequate blood supply.  

According to the gover-
nor’s executive order, indi-
viduals are allowed to leave 
their residence for Health-
care and Public Health 
Operations. This includes 
“organizations collecting 
blood, platelets, plasma, and 
other necessary materials.” 
Our dedicated teams are 
committed to serving do-
nors and collect life-saving 
donations in environments 
which often will involve 
more than ten people within 
a physical space. This ex-
ception is supported by the 
agency noted above, as well 
as the directors of agencies 
such as HHS, FEMA, the 
Food and Drug Adminis-
tration, and CISA of the 
Department of Homeland 
Security. 

“This is an extraordinary 
time in our country and for 
the healthcare community, 
of which Versiti Blood Cen-
ter of Illinois is a critical 
partner,” said Chief Med-
ical Officer Thomas Ab-
shire.  “Versiti Blood Cen-
ter of Michigan supplies 
blood to nearly 80 hospitals 
across the state. It is criti-
cally important to maintain 
an adequate blood supply 
so these hospitals can deliv-
er life-saving blood prod-

ucts to trauma patients and 
cancer patients undergoing 
chemotherapy.” 
Ensuring blood 
donor and staff 
safety

Staff at our donor cen-
ters and community blood 
drives are using precau-
tions consistent with the 
CDC and the American 

Association of Blood 
Banks recommendations 
while collecting donations. 
These include: prescreen-
ing both staff and donors 
for COVID-19 symptoms, 
complying with social dis-
tancing throughout the do-
nation process, beds six 
feet apart and/or separat-
ed by a partition, wiping 
down surface areas and 

beds, and providing only 
packaged snack and drinks. 
Due to the generous re-
sponse from blood donors, 
it is best to schedule an ap-
pointment, call 1-866-642-
5663 or visit Versiti.org/
Michigan   

unteer-training-session-tickets-96986754995?utm_cam-
paign=mi+birds+volunteers&utm_medium=mkt+e-
mail&utm_source=govdelivery
Black tern monitoring at Wigwam Bay 
State Wildlife Area and St. Clair Flats 
State Wildlife Area (May - July)

Black terns, a common colonial waterbird species in steep 
decline, are a Michigan species of special concern. The 
Michigan DNR, Audubon Great Lakes, Detroit Audubon, 
Common Coast Research, the University of Michigan and 
several other partners are working together to monitor these 
birds throughout the state.

Volunteers are needed to assist staff in the field on various 
dates, as they search for black tern nests and record data. In 
June, black tern capture and banding begins. No previous 
experience is necessary, but you must be comfortable work-
ing in a boat (kayak or canoe), be able to lift 40 pounds and 
be able to commit to a full, eight-hour day in the field.

* Wigwam Bay State Wildlife Area: Volunteers needed 
Wednesday, May 20or Thursday, May 21and Mon-
day, June 15or Tuesday, June 16(weather permitting). 
Please contact Erin Rowan at erin.rowan@audubon.
org if interested. 

* St. Clair Flats State Wildlife Area: Monitoring occurs 
most Fridays between May 20and July 31. Please con-
tact Ava Landgraf at alandgraf@detroitaudubon.org if 
interested. 

Ives Road Fen Preserve workday and 
bird walk with The Nature Conservancy 
(May 16) 

Join us as we explore and improve the Ives Road Fen Pre-
serve in Britton Saturday, May 16. After our bird walk, well 
remove invasive plant species and enjoy some snacks.

We’ll start the day at 8:45 a.m. with a bird walk through 
the fen and floodplain along the River Raisin as we search 
for migratory songbirds and waterfowl. Well then cut shrubs 
in the fen and pull knapweed from the planted prairie. At 
noon we’ll stop work to enjoy some snacks and beverages.

Cutting and digging tools and work gloves will be provid-
ed but bring your own if you have some that you like. Bring 
your own binoculars if you have them. A few extra pairs will 
be available if needed.

Sign up for the Ives Road Fen Preserve workday and bird 
walk. https://www.eventbrite.com/e/96972885511?utm_
campaign=mi+birds+volunteers&utm_medium=mkt+e-
mail&utm_source=govdelivery. Space is limited.

MI Birds is a public outreach and engagement program 
created by Audubon Great Lakes and Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources that aims to increase all Michiganders’ 
engagement in the understanding, care and stewardship of 
public lands that are important for birds and local commu-
nities.

Visit MI Birds https://gl.audubon.org/conservation/
bird-friendly-communities/mi-birds?utm_campaign=mi+-
birds+volunteers&utm_medium=mkt+email&utm_
source=govdelivery.
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HEALTH & BEAUTYHEALTH & BEAUTY

W E L C O M I N G  N E W  PAT I E N T S !

·	 CLEANINGS
·	 COSMETIC DENTISTRY
·	 TOOTH WHITENING
·	 INVISALIGN
·	 TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS

* Contact our office to verify acceptance of your plan.

·	 IMPLANT RESTORATIONS
·	 CROWNS/BRIDGES/DENTURES
·	 ROOT CANALS
·	 EXTRACTIONS
·	 EMERGENCY SERVICE

OFFICE HOURS: MONDAY- THURSDAY 8AM-5PM
OPEN FRIDAYS 8AM-1PM
20 E CHURCH ST NE, CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319

“We Love to See YOU SMILE!”
Dr. Andy Setaputri

WE PROVIDE COMPLETE DENTAL CARE FOR ADULTS AND KIDS. 

We accept most dental insurances including Delta Dental traditional and PPO plans.* 

616-696-9420 
www.micedardental.com

Blood donation exempt from 
stay-at-home order 

CallCall
...continued from page 10...continued from page 10

Special tents set up outside emergency departments 
To triage incoming patients for COVID-19 symptoms 

Photo from newsroom.spectrumhealth.org

GREENVILLE and LAKEVIEW, Mich., 
March 25, 2020—Spectrum Health United 
and Kelsey Hospitals are taking additional 
steps to care for the community and keep 
patients and team members safe by opening 
COVID-19 triage tents, as the need arises, as 
an extension of its emergency departments. 

In accordance with the CDC, Spec-
trum Health recommends those with mild 
COVID-19 symptoms stay home and 
self-quarantine.

Tents will be erected this week adjacent to 
hospital emergency entrances and will not be 
for “drive through” use.

When the tent is in use, patients coming to 
the emergency departments will be met by a 
team member who will help them navigate to 
either the main ED entrance or through the 
COVID-19 tent entrance. Patients entering 
the COVID-19 tent will be asked to wear a 
mask and sanitize hands, which will provide 
the safest means for staff to offer service 
while avoiding unnecessary exposure. 

“The tent ensures continued patient ac-
cess to emergency services for those with 

non-COVID-19 conditions while also en-
suring those with symptoms consistent with 
COVID-19 are cared for appropriately,” said 
Carol Dwyer, chief nursing officer of both 
hospitals. “We’ve been preparing for this for 
months with a rapid uptick in those prepara-
tions in the last few weeks.” 

Patients will be evaluated by an emergency 
department provider. Those with mild symp-
toms, no breathing difficulties and stable vital 
signs will be directed home and provided ed-
ucation on COVID-19 care. People with mild 
symptoms should stay home and self-quaran-
tine, watching for worsening symptoms. If 
you are concerned about your symptoms, call 
for a free phone screening at 616-391-2380.   

People coming to the emergency depart-
ment triage tent will be charged for the visit. 
Most insurers have indicated they will waive 
the charges for screening so future reim-
bursement is expected.

For more information about COVID-19, 
including information on symptoms and 
prevention, visit www.spectrumhealth.org/
covid19.

People need people, wherever they are; as a partnership of blood centers in Wisconsin, Michi-
gan, Indiana, Illinois and Ohio, we can save more lives together. First and foremost your blood 
stays local; however, we’re better positioned to help if ever donations are low in another state or 
a hospital patient is in need of a rare blood type. Your blood donation today can help save lives 
tomorrow: www.versiti.org #SaveLivesDonateBlood
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HomicideHomicide
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800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

266501

SERVICING THE GREENVILLE AREA AND SURROUNDING AREAS. WE GO ALL OVER!

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

SHOP LOCAL 
SHOP PP      STSTTheThe

Say, 
“I saw 

it in 
The 

POST!”

WE PICK UP!

SAND LAKE AUTO SALVAGE
BUYING CARS 

& TRUCKS
Over 1000 Vehicles 

to Pull From
U-Pick----U-Save!

Buyers of 
Scrap Metal

9780 21 Mile Rd | Sand Lake 616-636-8650

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)
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Snell was still in the car.
When police recovered At-

wood’s car, they found blood and 
tissue belonging to him on the seat, 
center console, and in the trunk.

Snell later told another man he 
killed Richard Atwood, and he told 
a cell mate about killing a guy and 
putting him in the trunk, which is 
consistent with the blood/DNA ev-
idence police found. 
“Working cold cases would be an 

impossible task without all hands on deck,” said Michigan 
State Police Detective First Lt. Mike Anderson. “I’m very 
proud of the persistent determination shown by the Detec-
tives and Prosecutors over the last two years. The Michi-
gan State Police are proud to once again partner with the 
Newaygo County Prosecutor, Newaygo County Sheriff’s 
Office and the Michigan Attorney General to seek justice 
for the family of Richard Atwood. The arrest of Roy Snell 
is a very gratifying first step.”

Newaygo County Sheriff Mendham concurred. “The 
Newaygo County Sheriff’s Office is pleased to help bring 
some relief to the Atwood family. The hard work and ded-
ication of all officers and agencies involved throughout the 
years should be commended.”

“I would like to thank the Michigan State Police, the Hen-
nepin County Sheriff’s Office, the Newaygo County Sher-
iff’s Office and Prosecutor Stay for all their hard work on 
this,” Michigan Attorney General Dana Nessel said. “Cold 
cases are difficult cases to investigate, which makes good 
teamwork that much more important.”

MSP Detective F/Lt. Anderson thinks there are still peo-
ple out there that might have information helpful to this 
case. “Sometimes an arrest and the passage of time gives 
witnesses with information about a crime the courage to 
come forward,” he said. “Although 36 years have passed, 
we feel there are still people in West Michigan who have 
information about this case that could benefit both the de-
tectives and prosecutors; we would like to hear from them. 
Even though the information may seem insignificant, it can 
be the missing piece of the puzzle investigators are looking 
for.”

Information about the murder of Richard Atwood or any 
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laying out there in the fields.

I’m sure this is having a psychological effect of all of us. 
Many years from now our grandchildren will be asking us, 
“Why do you keep so much toilet paper?” And then we can 
tell them about the time of COVID-19 and the great toilet 
paper shortage.

Have a happy April Fool’s Day? Maybe next year.

most important thing we can do to mitigate further spread 
of COVID-19,” said Michigan Department of Health and 
Human Services Chief Deputy for Health and Chief Med-
ical Executive Dr. Joneigh  Khaldun. “If we do this now, 
we can make sure our hospitals and healthcare workers are 
prepared to take care of the sickest people. It is crucial that 
people do the right thing by staying home and staying safe.”

Executive Order 2020-21 prohibits all businesses and op-
erations from requiring workers to leave their homes, un-
less those workers are necessary to sustain or protect life 
or to conduct minimum basic operations. Businesses and 
operations are to designate the workers that meet those cri-
teria and must adopt social distancing practices and other 
mitigation measures to protect workers and patrons in the 
performance of that necessary in-person work.

Workers that are necessary to sustain or protect life in-
clude those in health care and public health, law enforce-
ment and public safety, grocery store workers, and more. 
For a full list of these critical infrastructure workers, click 
the link to Executive Order 2020-21 at the bottom of this 
page.

Additionally, under Executive Order 2020-21, all public 
and private gatherings of any number of people occurring 
among persons outside a single household are temporari-
ly prohibited. People may leave the house to perform for 
limited, necessary purposes, and may engage in outdoor 
activities like walking, hiking, running, cycling, or any oth-
er recreational activity, consistent with remaining at least 
six feet from people from outside a person’s household and 
with other restrictions imposed by prior executive orders.

Michigan is currently in the top five states in the nation 
in number of confirmed COVID-19 cases. Several gover-
nors across the country have taken similar steps to protect 
their communities from the spread of COVID-19, including 
governors Mike DeWine (R-OH), Andrew Cuomo (D-NY), 
J.B. Pritzker (D-IL), Tom Wolf (D-PA), Gavin Newsom (D-
CA), John Bel Edwards (D-LA), Phil Murphy (D-NJ), and 
Ned Lamont (D-CT).

To view executive order 2020-21, visit the link below:
h t tps : / / conten t .govdel ivery.com/a t tachments /

MIEOG/2020/03/23/file_attachments/1408152/EO%20
2020-21%20Stay%20Home,%20Stay%20Safe.pdf 
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Roy Leando Snell

West Michigan cold case can be given in a variety of ways 
including:

* Speaking with a detective in person or by phone at the 
Michigan State Police Hart Post at (231) 873-2171 or 
the Newaygo County Sheriff’s Office at (231) 689-
7303. 

* A call to the Michigan State Police Cold Case Tip 
Line at (989) 775-9302. 

* An anonymous tip can be left at Silent Observer of 
West Michigan by calling (616) 774-2345 or online at 
silentobserver.org http://www.silentobserver.org. 
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