
By Judy Reed

Police are asking for the 
public’s help to find the 
man who stole what was 
supposed to be a five-year-
old’s birthday present. 

The incident occurred on 
Tuesday, March 26, in a 
Pine Lake suburb. “I bought 
a rare pink mini-trampoline 
online from the Pine Lake 
garage sale site,” explained 
the victim. “The ad said 
it was in good condition, 
that it had three speeds—
high, higher, and through 
the roof—but they had lost 
the remote for it, and said 
I could buy another re-
mote on Amazon or Ebay. 

I figured that would be ok. 
I bought the trampoline 
for my 5-year-old chihua-
hua’s birthday. She’s a little 
pudgy, about 10 lbs over-
weight, so I thought she 
might enjoy bouncing on 
the higher setting to help 
her lose some weight. She’s 
going to be devastated when 
I tell her that I don’t have a 
present because someone 
took it.”

The victim told the Post 
that the seller was going 
to put it on the side of the 
road for her to pick up. But 
somehow it ended up next 
to the seller’s garbage can. 
That’s when the unthink-

Sand Lake suspends police department
By Judy Reed

Editor’s note: We are reprinting this story from last week’s 
paper in its entirety since the last part of the story was not 
printed. We apologize for the error.
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Severe weather week: make plans now
Sirens to sound Friday, April 5

When sirens sound at 
noon on Friday, April 5 in 
Kent County, it will be a re-
minder that severe weather 
season is here in Michigan 
and now is the time to make 
plans in case severe weath-
er hits.

Kent County Emergen-
cy Management (KCEM) 
will test the sirens on the 

first Friday of the month at 
noon, from April through 
October. “The purpose of 
the outdoor warning si-
rens is to alert citizens of 
an imminent hazard and to 
prompt them to find shelter 
and seek further informa-
tion,” it said in a news re-
lease from KCEM. 

Two examples of immi-

nent severe weather are: a 
tornado warning for Kent 
County and/or a storm in 
Kent County with sus-
tained winds at or above 
70mph. Both are potential-
ly dangerous situations and 
should prompt citizens to 
take shelter in the lowest 
level of a building, such as 
a basement, or an interior 

room that does not have 
windows.

Severe Weather Week in 
Michigan this year is March 
24-30. This represents a 
great time for families to 
talk about severe weather 
and how they can prepare, 
respond and recover from 
a storm. It is important to 

The Sand Lake Village 
voted Monday evening, 
March 18, to suspend police 
department operations until 
further notice. It was done 
at the recommendation of 
the Village’s police person-
nel committee.

According to trustee Ra-
chel Gokey, who serves on 
the committee, they had 

several reasons for recom-
mending it. “The decision 
was made for many rea-
sons, among them, lack of 
current funding to train, 
equip, operate and maintain 
the department; long-stand-
ing concern about perfor-
mance and the relationship 
of the department with the 

Police search for driver that hit child 

The boy was hit on Maple Hill Road, north of Lake Montcalm Road, by a Ford F150 or similar vehicle.

The Montcalm Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office is still 
searching for the driver that 
hit a child on his way to 
school last week Wednes-
day.

According to police, the 
hit and run occurred about 
6:30 a.m. on Wednesday, 
March 20, on Maple Hill 
Road, north of Lake Mont-
calm Road, in Reynolds 
Township. 

Police said that an 11-
year old was walking 
southbound with his broth-
er along the right side of the 
road edge in the grass on 
Maple Hill Road headed to 
the bus stop. As he and his 
brother walked, the 11-year 

Police seek 
garbage man 
in theft

Have you seen this man? Video footage show him stealing this tram-
poline. 

WEATHER - continues on page 9
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By Lois Allen

When I took over operations here at The Cedar Springs 
Post, I never thought this fledgling “small town” newspaper 
would make it. The joke’s on me!

That was over 30 years ago if you can believe it. Back 
then no one had ever heard of “fake news.” The Post ac-
tually invented it! Too bad we didn’t get a patent on that.

We don’t run fake news every week, just one week a year. 
The week falling on April Fool’s day. People loved it. And 
sometimes they didn’t.

Here we go again, celebrating the fools that we can fool.
Years ago, we decided to make it interesting, offering 

readers to join in the fun and make a quick twenty bucks. 
All you had to do was find the fake stories, call The Post at 
a specified time, be the first call to get it right and “bam,” 
you won twenty bucks cash!

We quickly discovered many folks were too sharp, and so 
we decided to make it more of a challenge by adding a fake 
ad, and a fake classified along with the fake stories. This 
you must also find the fake story that has previously been 
published in one of our previous April Fool’s additions. 
Good luck with that!

Some of our most popular spoofs include the story of 
when the Kent Theater was to be sold on Ebay to the high-
est bidder—no reserve!  (shipping not included.) There was 
the news piece that the City of Cedar Springs was to im-
pose a new “Bob tax” which included a special tax assess-
ment for anyone with the name Bob. (It also included those 
named Robert, or even Roberta). 

We chuckled when people in the area searched far and 
wide to see the giant snowman built by a seven-year-old 
who filled her wagon with snow, turning each wagon full 
into a 20-foot high snowman while being supplied with am-
ple peanut butter and jelly sandwiches by mom.

We also added a day to the week, calling it Fraterday. 
It was like having two Fridays! Much better than an extra 
Monday. Another year readers were invited to participate 
in a national Lotto. The government (with your consent) 
garnished an extra $1 out of your check each week, enter-
ing you into a national lottery which was paid to one lucky 
winner every week. Another year, the city participated in 
a government program allowing citizens in Cedar Springs 
to take a nap every day at noon. When you heard the noon 
siren, it was time for a nap! I really liked that one.

There was the new ordinance allowing for additional 
parking spaces designated only for left handers. 

One of our readers favorites that definitely got the most 
attention was the gambling operation to open in the down-
town strip mall just across from Admiral on the corner of 
Main and 17 Mile Rd. Our editor drafted a story that the 
newly built strip mall would host a gambling operation in-
cluding “Kiddie Gambling and Kiddie Slots.” It was just a 
few hours after the paper came out before word reached our 
readers in California, who called to say, “What’s going on 
in Cedar Springs!”

And we can’t forget when former Fire Chief Mark Stryp-
ko retired from the fire department to go work for the fed-
eral government on a politically incorrectly named project 
to work on flame retardant matches. One of my personal 
favorites, and not because I wrote it, was PMS Day in Ce-
dar Springs complete with a PMS parade and PMS queen. 
We got a lot of nominations for PMS Queen! 

There were many story ideas that just hit the scrap buck-
et. They were either too good to be true or too offensive. 
This week, take the plunge and test your sense of humor.

To win all you have to do is read the newspaper. That’s 
right! Read the stories and read the ads. Identify the fake 
display ad, fake classified ad, AND the fake stories and you 
could win a fast $30! Email us at news@cedarspringspost.
com with your guesses by Tuesday, April 2, at 5 p.m. In-
clude your name, address and phone number in the email. 
Or you can drop off your entry here at 36 E. Maple. One 
winner will be chosen out of all the correct entries received 
by the deadline. We will call you to let you know you’ve 
won by Wednesday, April 3. And that’s no April Foolin’!
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STARKBIERFEST 
next weekend!

 
Celebrate spring 

with Jimmy Stagger 
in our annual 

Beer Tent.

City meets 
with USDA

 The USDA paid a visit to Cedar Springs last week, 
and visited the wastewater treatment plant. From L 

to R: Jason Allen, USDA; Paul Bristol, Area Special-
ist Grand Rapids Area Office USDA Rural Devel-
opment; Mayor Gerald Hall; Bette Brand, USDA; 

City Manager Mike Womack; and Gerry Osborn, the 
waste water treatment plant operator.

Representatives from United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture came to Cedar Springs 
last week and met with Cedar Springs City 
Manager Mike Womack and other officials.

Visiting was Bette Brand, the Administra-
tor for USDA’s Rural Business Service and 
the Acting Administrator for the Rural Utili-
ties Service, and Jason Allen, the State Direc-
tor for USDA Rural Development.  

“While we don’t have anything specific go-
ing on with the USDA right this second, we 
did have a fruitful discussion about how we 
can work together in the future, along with 
the importance of the USDA’s assistance into 
the future, because infrastructure investment 
is very important,” explained Womack. 

Public invited to open house 
about the Grand River

 The U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Detroit District, 
on behalf of the Great Lakes 
Fishery Commission, an-
nounces its intent to conduct 
an informational open house 
to ask for public comments 
and gather information that 
will be used to prepare a 
draft Environmental Impact 
Statement related to the pro-
posed Grand River Habitat 
Restoration and Invasive 
Species Control Project in 
Grand Rapids, Michigan.

The proposed project will 
provide a means to continue 
to block sea lamprey from 
moving upstream, as this 
invasive species is current-
ly blocked by the existing 
6th Street Dam in the Grand 
River; it must maintain or 
reduce the current risk of 

flooding upstream; and it 
must provide for fish pas-
sage into upstream areas. If 
implemented, the project is 
expected to adversely impact 
existing healthy mussel pop-
ulations, which includes the 
federally-listed endangered 
snuffbox mussel as well as a 
number of state-listed mus-
sel species.

The public forum will be 
held at the following loca-
tion, date and time:

Who: U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers, Detroit District, 
project management and en-
vironmental analysis teams.

What: The general public 
is invited to an open house 
about the Grand River. All 
are welcome, no registration 
needed.

When: Anytime Monday, 

April 8, 2019, from 3:30 to 
7:30 p.m.

Where: DeVos Place Con-
vention Center, 303 Monroe 
Ave NW, Grand Rapids, 
Michigan 49503

Why: To discuss the pro-
posed multipurpose resto-
ration project in the Grand 
River, in downtown Grand 
Rapids, Michigan, even-
tually contributing to a 
draft Environmental Im-
pact Statement. The intent 
of the project is to restore, 
enhance, and maintain the 
rapids in the Grand River 
from upstream of Ann Street 
to Fulton Street, and may 
include habitat, recreation 
and invasive species control 
features.

 Several project managers 
and environmental scientists 

will be available to provide 
information about the 
proposed project. Maps, 
informational graphics and 
handouts will be available. 
Also, two short, informal 
presentations are scheduled 
for 4:00 p.m. and 6:00 p.m.

The public is invited to 
submit written comments at 
the meeting and/or to Mr. 
Charles A. Uhlarik, De-
partment of the Army, U.S. 
Army Corps of Engineers, 
Detroit District, Environ-
mental Analysis Branch, 477 
Michigan Avenue, Detroit, 
MI 48226 or via email to: 
Comments-Grand-River@
usace.army.mil. Comments 
must be received by May 15.

Go to: http://www.lre.us-
ace.army.mil for additional 
information.

Fast cash

Peep Dog

Just in time for Easter, scientists in China have succeeded in 
cloning a dog with a peep.

They call it a “Peep Dog.”
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Pothole fishing catches on
By Judy Reed

A Cedar Springs man found a way to make the best 
of the enormous pothole that opened on Main Street 
last week—he caught his dinner in it. 

According to “Hook” N. Bobber, who lives on 
Whitefish Lake Road, he was headed into town with 
his fishing equipment when he saw the crater in the 
road at Main and Oak Streets. “I stopped and helped 
one fella pull his car out and then noticed some-
thing wiggling around in there,” related Bobber. “So 
I grabbed my fishing pole and thought I’d sit for a 
spell and see if I could catch whatever it was.”

Residents sat awestruck as Bobber pulled not one, 
but three blue gill from the pothole. “I couldn’t be-
lieve it,” he said.

Other fishermen soon joined in, and began to pick 
out other potholes along the street to fish in.

One city official, who asked to remain anonymous, 
had an explanation for the unusual occurrence. “Ce-
dar Creek runs right under that area of Main Street, 

No jail policies violated in 
inmate death

The death of a Montcalm 
County inmate in December 
has been ruled as occurring 
of natural causes, with no 
jail policies being violated. 

The Montcalm County 
Sheriff’s Office received the 
results of the independent 

MISSION investigation into the death of inmate Amber 
Lynae Bills, 34, of Big Rapids, last week. She passed away 
while in custody on December 30, 2018.

MISSION investigators conducted an extensive two-
month investigation into the circumstances surrounding the 
death. The result showed that no jail policies were violated 
and no criminal acts were committed.

Bills had been booked into the jail on December 22, 2018 
on a driving while suspended charge with a $500 cash or 
surety bond. She also had an outstanding warrant for failing 
to appear in court with an additional $500 cash or surety 

bond. Bills experienced stomach pain several days after 
arriving at the jail. The nurse examined her on multiple oc-
casions.

Bills informed the nurse she had used methamphetamine 
and was withdrawing from the drug. Jail staff promptly 
moved Bills to a cell with direct observation. The nurse 
placed her on Librium protocol when she discovered her 
condition. Bills remained in the jail’s direct observation 
cell from December 28 until December 30. 

In the afternoon of December 30, Bills presented in a 
manner consistent with her previous condition and was 
given the prescribed Librium. Soon after officers removed 
Bills from her cell in an unresponsive state. She did not 
regain consciousness following the application of CPR and 
life saving measures.

Bills was being held on two contempt of court charges 
and a no operator’s license on person charge. An autopsy 
was performed and revealed an undiagnosed perforated ul-
cer.

Amber Lynae Bills

Some area roads still closed

Kent County Road Commission is spot grading where possible. Photo from their Facebook page.

The Kent County Road Commission said that tempera-
tures and dry weather are helping to improve conditions on 
gravel roads, allowing KCRC crews to begin grading where 
possible. 

Crews will continue to spot grade gravels where condi-
tions do not yet allow for grading. Each road has its own 
characteristics that play a role in how quickly the road can 
be restored and crews evaluate each and proceed based on 
its current condition.

Roads in Kent County closed due to impassable condi-

tions include:
Tisdel (21 Mile Rd to 22 Mile Rd)
Shaner Ave (Coan to Grosvenor) 
22 Mile Rd (Pine Lake to Jones)
7 Mile Rd (Dunn to Corrigan) 
7 Mile Rd (Gavin Lake to Nugent) 
Willow (Canright to Bailey Park) - water 
4 Mile Rd (Lincoln Lake to Ashley) 
Here is a link to their daily work with corresponding road 

and lane closures. http://bit.ly/KCRCDailySchedule

LET US KNOW 
so your newspaper 

subscription can move 
with you! 

Call Mary at 

616.696.3655 
or email: classifieds@     

cedarspringspost.com
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SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

SERVICE TIME: 10 am Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Pastor Bill Dixon
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

St. John Paul II Parish
A Welcoming Catholic Church

3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2-mqa.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

DirectoryChurch Publish 
Your

• Birth Announcement
• Wedding Announcement
• Engagement 
• Anniversary
• Congratulations
• In Memory  
• Thank you

for only $20 
without photo
$25 with photo 

($5 per additional photo)
50 word limit 

*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject 
to additional fees by length.

*

*

in

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship  10:45am
Awana & Youth Sunday Evening 

(Sept. - April) 5:30pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting   7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Bill Johnson
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

sunday Worship: 11 aM
enhanced fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
coumc.weebly.com

Pastor: Rev. Kim DeLong

Living Truth Fellowship       
https://LTFtruth.wixsite.com/home

Meeting at White Creek Est. Comm. Bldg.
15851 White Creek Ave NE,   Cdr. Springs, MI

Nov. 18 & Dec. 16,  times for 2019 to be posted 
BYO dish to pass, 2 p.m., lesson 3 p.m. Teaching the 

Creational Truth of Mankind - Dr. Ron Pleune, Teacher

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
 Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

Worship: Sunday 10:00 am 
Nursery & Children’s Church during message

*Youth - Sunday 11:30 am-12:30 pm
*Kidzone - Wednesday 6-7:30 pm *Thursday - Open Prayer 6-7:30 pm

Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

From the Pulpit

Church 
Connection

is online @ 
http:/ /cedarspringspost.com/category/

churchconnection/

Pastor Robert P. Smith
FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH 

233 Main St, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

My God is BIG
Children boast to each other about their 

fathers. “My dad is smarter than your dad.” 
“Oh, yeah? My dad is stronger than your 
dad.” “Oh, yeah? Well, my dad is bigger 
than your dad.”

The Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 
8:5-6, “For although there may be so-called 
gods in heaven or on earth—as indeed there 
are many gods and many lords—yet for us 
there is one God, the Father, from whom are 
all things and for whom we exist, and one 

Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom are all 
things and through whom we exist.”

Most Americans believe in a god. Ac-
cording to a 2017 Pew Research Center 
study, 80 percent of Americans believe in a 
god, but only 56 percent believe in the God 
of the Bible. Most people believe in a god 
that protects and rewards them, but few be-
lieve they will be judged or punished by it.

What kind of god do most people believe 
in? It is a god of their own making. It is a 

god made in their own image. It is a god 
that fits in their hands. It is a domesticated 
deity. It is a god just like them. Their god 
likes them. Their god looks the other way. 
Their god leaves them alone. This kind of 
god doesn’t interfere with their life. This is 
not God.

The God of the Bible is not a god. The 
God of the Bible is God. He is the LORD 
God Almighty. He is the Living God. He 
is the only True God. He is the LORD of 
Lords and KING of Kings. There is no god 
like God.

There is good reason to capitalize the let-
ter “g.” Yes. This is out of respect. This is 
because of reverence, but more than respect 
and reverence, this is reality, “The LORD 
our God, the LORD is one” (Deuteronomy 
6:4 ESV).

J.C. Ryle, an Anglican bishop, wrote in 
his book, Practical Religion, “Beware of 
manufacturing a god of your own: a god 
who is all mercy, but not just; a god who is 
all love, but not holy; a god who has a heav-
en for everybody, but a hell for none …The 
hands of your own fancy and sentimentality 
have made him. He is not the God of the 
Bible, and beside the God of the Bible there 
is no God at all.”

How can we know God? The Gospel of 
John in chapter 14 and verse 9 records that 
Jesus, God’s Son, said, “Whoever has seen 
me has seen the Father.” A Christian knows 
God the Father through God the Son and by 
the Spirit he “… boasts in the Lord” (1 Cor-
inthians 1:31 ESV). The God of the Bible is 
BIG and He is my God!
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From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

God intervenes 
in the affairs 

of men by 
invitation only.

Behold, I stand at the door; and 
knock: if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door; I will come in 
to him, and will sup with him, 

and he with me.
Revelation 3:20
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Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 yearsIndependently Family Owned and Operated for Over 50 years!

www.hesselcheslek.com

ROBERT E. HIBBARD
September 1, 1936 – March 28, 2007

You are always with us in our hearts every 
day.

ROGER DE MEESTER
Roger De 
Meester was 
born to Joseph 
and Wilma 
(DeVos) De 
Meester on 
January 5, 1945 
in Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. He 
passed away 
March 19, 
2019. Roger 
was preceded in 
death by his parents; his brother, Thomas De 
Meester; his mother and father-in-law, Ted 
and Shirley (Boezwinkle) Retan and brother-
in-law, Ted Retan. He leaves his wife, Marcia 
(Retan) De Meester of 53 years; children, 
Erin (John) VanRegenmorter, Scott (Sarah) 
De Meester and Mark (Sharon) De Meester; 
grandchildren, Jasmine, Wyatt, Gabby, 
Maddie, Zach, Sam, Anna and Bryce; 
brother, Gordon (Christine) De Meester; 
sister, Ruth (James) Tew; sisters-in-law, 
Carole Retan, Diana Retan and many nieces 
and nephews. Roger attended South High 
School and graduated in 1963. He earned 
a degree in Engineering from Western 
Michigan University and spent his career 
working for the automobile industry. Roger 
and Marcia married in 1966. They lived 
and raised their children in Flint, Traverse 
City and Rockford, Michigan. Roger was 
a devoted family man and loved spending 
time with them. He enjoyed cooking and 
often shared specialty dinners with his 
kids. Roger loved teaching his children 
and grandchildren about the outdoors. He 
enjoyed camping, fishing, hiking and just 
sitting out in nature. Roger was a talented 
fix-it man, problem solver and carpenter. He 
was the family’s go to person. He offered 
good advice to many. Roger retired to the 
family cottage he loved and had completely 
renovated. Living on the lake was a perfect 
place for him to be at peace. He will be 
missed. Roger has been cremated and his 
family will hold a memorial service in the 
Spring. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

DANIEL PAUL HALL
Daniel Paul 
Hall, age 39, 
died Monday, 
March 18, 
2019. Dan was 
born December 
27, 1979 in 
Grand Rapids, 
MI the son 
of Michael 
and Lois 
(Smith) Hall. 
He enjoyed 
fixing anything. He helped out his family 
and was always there for them. Surviving 
are his wife, Casey; children, Briona 
Taylor, Haleigh Donihue, Brandon Taylor, 
Dylan Donihue; father, Michael Hall; 
brother, David Hall; mother-in-law, Wendy 
Claypool; brothers-in-law, Matt Colby and 
Marc (Rachel) Colby. Cremation has taken 
place. A memorial service will be held 
Saturday, March 30, 2019 at 11:00 a.m. at 
Hillcrest Community Church, 5994 18 Mile 
Road, Cedar Springs. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs.
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We love you,
Wife, Pat, Children, Grandchildren and 

Great-Grandchildren

community and staffing issues,” she said.
In the meantime, the Kent County Sher-

iff’s Office will take over coverage of the 
Village during the daytime, just as they 
do in the evenings, and as they do for area 
townships. 

“It’s important to note that they were not 
a full time department and so we have al-
ways been responsible for emergency re-
sponse to the village when they weren’t on 
duty,” said Kent County Sheriff’s Office 
Sgt. Joel Roon. 

“We don’t expect any interruption in 
emergency response to the village as they 
work through this decision. We have dis-
cussed with Sand Lake Village opportuni-
ties to contract for police services on those 
occasions there might be an increased need 
like a special event in the village. Of course 
we stand ready to serve in any capacity nec-
essary to ensure the safety and security of 
the residents of Sand Lake,” he said.

This is different than the situation in Ce-
dar Springs, where officers are contracted 
to stay within the city limits unless there are 
extenuating circumstances. Cedar Springs 
pays for contracted officers. The coverage 
that the Kent County Sheriff’s Office will 
provide the Village of Sand Lake is like 
most area townships—there is no charge. 
Instead, it’s paid for out of the KCSO op-
erating budget.

Gokey said that the Village Council also 
directed Village President Danielle Harden-
burg, and a trustee to look into all options to 
provide the Village with additional police 
patrol to supplement the ongoing profes-
sional police services provided by the Kent 
County Sheriff’s Department.

According to a statement by Hardenburg, 
“The Council’s goal is to provide our cit-
izens with additional professional police 
protection and services in the most cost-ef-
fective manner possible.”  

Gokey said the Council would consider 
the options and decide how to move ahead 
in an upcoming public meeting.

The Sand Lake Police Department issued 
a statement on their Facebook page Tues-
day morning: “It is with great sadness to re-
port that the Sand Lake Police Department 
has been suspended after Monday’s board 
meeting on 3/18/2019. On behalf of all the 
Police Officers at Sand Lake we want to 
thank the entire community for allowing us 
to serve and protect the community for the 
many many years of service that we were 
able to serve. We all wish you the best for 
what the future may hold for the Village.”
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ALLEN LEROY 
METZGER JR.

June 23, 1957 – March 2, 2019

Allen LeRoy Metzger Jr., 61 years old, 
passed away peacefully, surrounded by 
close family on March 2, 2019. Allen is 
survivied by his parents, Allen L. (Linda) 
Metzger Sr. and Doris J. Coby; wife, 
Cathy; four children, Sandra (David), 
Tracy (Steve), Matthew, Jeramie (Amber); 
grandchildren, Tyler, Logan, Kayla, Skylar, 
Brice, Zander, Jayce, Brenton, Brooklyn; 
one great-grandchild, Addlyn; many 
brothers and sisters, nieces and nephews. 
There will be celebration of Allen’s life 
on Saturday, May 4th at the Pierson Hall 
from 12 to 4 p.m. All family and friends 
welcome.



theTable at The Springs Church
Mar. 28, Apr. 4: Meals are served every Thursday fom 5:30 
to 6:30 pm at The Springs Church on the corner of Oak and 
Grant. All are welcome to theTable to enjoy this meal that 
is being shared with us! #tfn

Lose weight sensibly with TOPS
Apr. 2: Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit 
weight loss support group for men and women, meets every 
Tuesday at the Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sand Lake. 
Your first visit is free so come check out what TOPS can 

do to help you reach your weight loss goals! Weigh-ins 
8:15-9am, meeting starts at 9:15am. In case of inclement 
weather, meetings are cancelled if Tri-County or Cedar 
Springs schools are closed. Call Martha at 696-1039 for 
more information. #13

God’s Kitchen in Cedar Springs
Apr. 2,9,14,23,30: Join us for dinner every Tuesday. God’s 
Kitchen – Cedar Springs welcomes families from Northern 
Kent County and the surrounding area to a Tuesday Evening 
Meal. No charge – no registration required!  Served from 
5:30 – 6:30 pm at the St. John Paul II Parish, 3110 – 17 Mile 
Rd., Cedar Springs. For more information, call the Church 
office at 616-696-3904. #13
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

HHometown
Happenings

Hometown	Happenings	articles	are	a	community	service	for	non-profit	agencies	only.	Due	to	popular	demand	
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is 
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include 
name and phone number for any questions we may have.

SPENCER TOWNSHIP BRANCH
14960 Meddler Ave.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday & Wednesday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 5:00 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM

NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM

KENT THEATRE
DIGITAL Movies at the

NOW SHOWING

*PLANNED MOVIE TITLES MAY BE CHANGED BY THE DISTRIBUTOR

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com 616-696-SHOW

7 4 6 9

MARCH 29 • 30 • 31 

Movie Tickets 

ONLY $3.00
SHOWTIMES:
FRIDAY: 6:00PM
SATURDAY:  3:00PM • 6:00PM 
SUNDAY:  3:00PM • 6:00PM

APRIL 5-7 APRIL 12-13

ON STAGE
BRAVEHART 
DOUBLE CROSSINGS

and the

COMING SOON:

We have 

something for

everyone!

ced@llcoop.org
www.cedarspringslibrary.org
fb: cedarspringspubliclibrary

616-696-1910
107 N Main Street

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

MON - FRI 10 - 6
SATURDAY 9 - 12

Cedar Springs Community 

Library

YOUR hOMeTOwN

Rigorous Exercise for Over 60
Begin by standing on a comfortable surface, where 

you have plenty of room at each side. With a 5-lb potato 
sack in each hand, extend your arms straight out from 
your sides and hold them there as long as you can. Try 
to reach a full minute, and then relax. Each day you’ll 
find that you can hold this position for just a bit longer.

After a couple of weeks, move up to 10-lb potato 
sacks. Then try 50-lb potato sacks and then eventually 
try to get to where you can lift a 100-lb potato sack in 
each hand and hold your arms straight for more than a 
full minute. (I’m at this level.)

After you feel confident at that level, put a potato in 
each of the sacks.

Bravehart and the double crossings 
at the Kent

Poetry workshops 
and reading

On Tuesday April 30, there will be a poetry reading at the 
Kent Theater, 8 N. Main St, Cedar Springs for all ages. To 
sharpen your skills check out one of the following Poetry 
Practice workshops at a library near you.

Tyrone Township: On Thursday, April 11, at 3:30 p.m. 
for third grade through high school age. 

Nelson Township/Sand Lake: Saturday, April 13, 1:30 
p.m. for third grade through high school. 

Nelson Township/Sand Lake: Wednesday, April 17 at 
6:30 p.m. for teens and adults.

Spencer Township: Tuesday, April 16 at 6:30 p.m. for 
third grade through high school.

Then, on Tuesday, April 30, bring your best poem to read 
aloud. It is open to poetry participants as well as community 
members who have written their own verse. Please bring 
poetry that is appropriate for an all-ages program. The pro-
gram is in partnership with the Cedar Springs Public Li-
brary.

The Rockford Area Theater Troupe cordially invites you to 
our original Monty Python inspired performance of “Bravehart 
and the Double-Crossings.”

This telling of a telly tale…as told by the tellers of the tale to 
us, when we were but wee lads in the back country of Worces-
tershire, begins with the Queen Princess’ proclamation order-
ing the peasants of their quaint, but miserable little village to 
be exterminated by any means necessary.  

The untimely demise of Bravehart’s stout and hardy wife, 
the loss of Sven Svine’s various vegetables and Crazy Mary’s 
loss of honor (or lack thereof) leads the troupe on a quest of 
double-crossing and revenge.

The Rockford Area Theater Troupe is a group of old 
and new friends who laugh during practice and bond over 
post-practice beverages.  Please come out to support their 
amazing efforts, while enjoying a moderately entertaining 
story!  

The performances are at the historic Kent Theatre, 8 
North Main St., in Cedar Springs at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, 
April 12 and 7:30 p.m. Saturday, April 13. Tickets are $6 
for twelve and younger and $12 for thirteen and older. 

is online @ cedarspringspost.com
ARTS &ENTERTAINMENT



(NAPS)—Chronic kid-
ney disease (CKD) is a 
serious health problem, 
affecting an estimated 
30 million adults in the 
United States. Yet more 
than nine out of 10 people 
who have kidney disease 
don’t know they have it. 
The sooner you find out 
you have kidney disease, 
the sooner you can take 
steps to prevent or delay 
serious health problems.

CKD means your kid-
neys are damaged and 
can’t filter blood the way 
they should. Kidney dam-
age can cause wastes to 
build up in your body and can lead to other 
health problems such as anemia, bone dis-
ease and heart disease. You can have CKD 
without any symptoms, especially in the 
early stages of the disease, and over time 
it may lead to kidney failure. If your kid-
neys fail, you will need dialysis or a kid-
ney transplant to maintain your health. You 
can’t reverse progressive kidney damage 
but you may be able to avoid or delay dial-
ysis or a kidney transplant with medications 
and lifestyle changes.

Understand Your Risk for Kidney Dis-
ease

If you have diabetes, high blood pressure, 
heart disease or a family history of kidney 
failure, you are at risk for kidney disease. 
An estimated one in three people with dia-
betes, and one in five adults with high blood 
pressure, have CKD. Therefore, it’s import-
ant for people who are at risk for the disease 
to get tested.

Get Tested Early
Testing for kidney disease is simple—it 

involves a blood test and a urine test. Your 
health care provider uses a blood test to 
check how well your kidneys are filtering 
your blood and a urine test to check for pro-
tein in your urine.

Talk with Your Health Care Provider
If you have diabetes, high 

blood pressure, heart dis-
ease or a family history of 
kidney failure, talk with 
your health care provider 
about kidney disease. Stay 
informed and ask for the 
results of your kidney tests. 
You can start the conversa-
tion with your health care 
provider by asking these 
three questions:

1. Have I been tested for kidney dis-
ease and how healthy are my kidneys?

2. How often should I get my kidneys 
checked?

3. What should I do to keep my kidneys 
healthy?

Take Steps to Protect Your Kidney Health
If you don’t have kidney disease but are 

at risk for it, your health care provider may 
suggest ways you can keep your kidneys 
healthy. Here are some steps you can take 
to protect your kidney health:

• Manage your diabetes, high blood 
pressure and heart disease

• Make healthy food choices
• Aim for a healthy weight
• Make physical activity part of your 

routine
• Get enough sleep—aim for seven to 

eight hours of sleep each night
• Stop smoking
• Find healthy ways to cope with 

stress.
Learn More
For more information about kidney dis-

ease, kidney failure, diabetes and more, 
visit the National Institute of Diabetes and 
Digestive and Kidney Diseases (NIDDK) 
website at www.niddk.nih.gov.

W E L C O M I N G  N E W  PAT I E N T S !

·	 CLEANINGS
·	 COSMETIC DENTISTRY
·	 TOOTH WHITENING
·	 INVISALIGN
·	 TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS

* Contact our office to verify acceptance of your plan.

·	 IMPLANT RESTORATIONS
·	 CROWNS/BRIDGES/DENTURES
·	 ROOT CANALS
·	 EXTRACTIONS
·	 EMERGENCY SERVICE

OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY- THURSDAY 8AM-5PM
20 E CHURCH ST NE, CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319

“WE LOVE TO SEE YOU SMILE”
Dr. Andy Setaputri

WE PROVIDE COMPLETE DENTAL CARE FOR ADULTS AND KIDS. 

We accept most dental insurances including Delta Dental traditional and PPO plans.* 

616-696-9420 
www.micedardental.com

White Pine Family Medicine
Accepting 

New Patients
261 N Main, Cedar Springs, MI 

Call for more information 616-696-2020
We accept Medicaid, Medicare and Commercial Insurances

(StatePoint) Aller-
gies are the sixth lead-
ing cause of chronic 
illness in the U.S. and 
more than 50 million 
Americans suffer from 
them each year, ac-
cording to the Centers 
for Disease Control 
and Prevention. When 
it comes to spring al-
lergies, you don’t need 
to anticipate the season with 
dread.

There are steps you can 
take to proactively dodge 
allergens and mitigate debil-
itating symptoms, according 
to the experts at AccuWeath-
er.

Change Your Routine
Are you a morning bather? 

Experts say that if you suffer 
from outdoor allergies, you 
would be wise to switch to 
evening showers. This will 
rid your hair and skin of 
pollen, so you don’t bring it 
to bed with you. No matter 
what time of day you sham-
poo and scrub, you’ll want to 
wash your linens in hot wa-
ter, to remove as much pollen 
as possible.

Stay in-the-Know
From dry winds blowing 

tree pollen into the air, to wet, 
rainy days causing dust mites 
and mold to thrive, weath-
er has a huge impact on the 
spread of allergens and, sub-
sequently, the way you feel, 
say experts.

 “Spring allergies are driv-
en by trees and grass pollen, 
and different people will 
have their own reactions. If 
you do suffer from spring 
allergens, a cold front pass-
ing through can bring some 
relief,” says Alan Reppert, 
AccuWeather senior mete-
orologist. “But even when 
the weather seems quiet, al-
lergens can be present and 
contribute to illness. For ex-
ample, when rain begins and 
washes pollen out of the air, 
mold spores can climb and 
cause allergy problems.”

Get relevant information 
about weather and allergies 
in the palm of your hand so 
you can avoid the worst of 
it, or make necessary prepa-
rations when you can’t. One 
useful tool is AccuWeather’s 
daily allergy index, which is 
available on AccuWeather.
com and on the free Accu-
Weather app for iOS and An-
droid. Stay in-the-know by 
frequently checking the app, 
which is also a good source 
of other weather-related tips, 

educational resources 
and information.

Protect Indoor Air
Fresh air may sound 

appealing, but opening 
your car and home’s 
windows is a fast-track 
to a high pollen count 
indoors. For a breeze, 
stick to air condition-
ing, as fans can kick up 
dust and pollen into the 

air.
Consider Your Wardrobe
For those times when you 

must be out and about on 
high-pollen count days, wear 
a wide-brimmed hat and sun-
glasses to protect yourself. 
A scarf or mask over your 
mouth and nose can be useful 
when symptoms are severe. 
When you get home, be sure 
to remove outerwear, includ-
ing shoes, in your mud room 
or foyer so you don’t track 
allergens throughout the 
house, particularly in areas 
where you sleep and spend 
the most time. You can make 
smart decisions about your 
wardrobe as well as the best 
time to venture outdoors by 
consulting digital apps like 
AccuWeather before leaving 
the house.

This spring, don’t let snif-
fles, sneezing and wheezing 
get the best of you. For a 
more comfortable season, 
check the weather often and 
take proper precautions.
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Talking with your health care 
provider about kidney health

Four simple hacks to beat 
seasonal allergies

Your doctor can tell you whether you have kidney disease and what to 
do about it.

PURPLE HAZE
Marijuana Smoke Shop

 Flowers • Pre-rolls • Vaporizers • Edibles
 Concentrates • Topicals • Accessories

PURPLE     HAZE
Smoke Shop

Coming to Downtown Cedar Springs April 1st!

420 Celebration - April 20th
Come learn all the medical benefits of 
marijuana and try some FREE samples. 

Enter to Win 
Free Weed for a Year!
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TAX TIME TIPS$ $

PETERSON Tax and Accounting
“Professional Knowledge with Personal Attention”

• ALL BUSINESS & 
         PERSONAL TAXES 
• ACCOUNTING

Tax Laws have Changed this Year!

PetersonTaxandAccounting.com

23 West Elm St., 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616.696.5300

 Lucinda Peterson, Proprietor
Lucinda@PetersonTaxAcctg.com

PETERSON 
Tax and Accounting

37 Years of Experience

14111 White Creek Ave
NE

Cedar Springs, MI 49319
616-696-3702

*Standard fees for tax preparation and other products and services apply. OBTP# B13696 ©2019 HRB
Tax Group, Inc.

Can't wait to get your taxes done? We understand.

14111 White Creek Ave NE
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
616-696-3702

Call today to make your appointment.

Prefer not
to wait?
Because you've got other things to do, feel free to drop off your tax
documents and we'll get to work preparing your taxes. Your tax pro
will contact you to follow up. When we're finished, you can come to
the office to review and sign your return or you can approve your
return online - whichever's easiest for you. Ask about our FREE
Drop-Off Service* when scheduling your tax appointment.

Earned income tax credit helps millions of Americans
All individual taxpayers and families 

should claim tax credits for which they are 
eligible. Tax credits cannot only reduce the 
amount of taxes owed, but some can re-
sult in a tax refund. The earned income tax 
credit is such a credit. It benefits millions of 
taxpayers by putting more money in their 
pockets.

The IRS encourages taxpayers who have 
claimed the credit to help their friends, 
family members and neighbors find out 
about EITC. They can go to IRS.gov/eitc 
or use the EITC Assistant tool on IRS.gov, 
available in English and Spanish. Word of 
mouth is a great way to help people who 

may be eligible for this credit in 2019 for 
the first time. People often become eligible 
for the credit when their family or financial 
situation changed in the last year.

Based on income, family size and filing 
status, the maximum amount of EITC for 
Tax Year 2018 is:

$6,431 with three or more qualifying 
children

$5,716 with two qualifying children
$3,461 with one qualifying child
$519 with no qualifying children
Every year, millions of taxpayers don’t 

claim the EITC because they don’t know 
they’re eligible. Here are some groups the 

IRS finds often overlook this valuable cred-
it:

American Tribal communities
People living in rural areas
Working grandparents raising grandchil-

dren
Taxpayers with disabilities
Parents of children with disabilities
Active duty military and/or veterans
Healthcare and Hospitality workers
Free tax help from volunteers:
The IRS works with community organi-

zations around the country to offer free tax 
preparation services. They train volunteers 
who prepare taxes for people with low and 

moderate income. These volunteers can 
help determine if a taxpayer is eligible to 
claim the EITC. There are two IRS-spon-
sored programs:

Volunteer Income Tax Assistance: This 
program, also known as VITA, offers free 
tax return preparation to eligible taxpayers 
who generally earn $55,000 or less.

Tax Counseling for the Elderly: TCE is 
mainly for people age 60 or older but offers 
service to all taxpayers. The program focus-
es on tax issues unique to seniors. AARP 
participates in the TCE program through 
AARP Tax-Aide.



As the April filing dead-
line approaches, IRS re-
minds taxpayers that Form 
1040 has been redesigned 
for tax year 2018. The re-
vised form consolidates 
Forms 1040, 1040A and 
1040-EZ into one form that 
all individual taxpayers will 
use to file their 2018 federal 
income tax return.

Forms 1040-A and 1040-
EZ are no longer available 
to file 2018 taxes. Taxpay-
ers who used one of these 
forms in the past will now 
file Form 1040. Some forms 
and publications released in 
2017 or early 2018 may still 
have references to Form 
1040A or Form 1040EZ. 

Taxpayers should disregard 
these references and refer to 
the Form 1040 instructions 
for more information.

The new form uses a 
building block approach 
that can be supplemented 
with additional schedules 
as needed. Taxpayers with 
straightforward tax situa-
tions will only need to file 
the Form 1040 with no ad-
ditional schedules.

People who use tax soft-
ware will still follow the 
steps they’re familiar with 
from previous years. Since 
nearly 90 percent of taxpay-
ers now use tax software, 
the IRS expects the change 
to Form 1040 and its sched-

ules to be seamless for those 
who file electronically.

Electronic filers may not 
notice any changes because 
the tax return preparation 
software will automatically 
use their answers to the tax 
questions to complete the 
Form 1040 and any needed 
schedules.

For taxpayers who filed 
paper returns in the past and 
are concerned about these 
changes, this year may be 
the year to consider the ben-
efits of filing electronical-
ly. Using tax software is a 
convenient, safe and secure 
way to prepare and e-file an 
accurate tax return.
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OUTDOORS

ONLY 35K MILES, 
PWR SEAT, 
BACKUP CAMERA, 
REMOTE START

2015 CHEVY EQUINOX LT

$14,995

$19,995

AWD, ONLY 38K 
MILES, V-6, 
HTD LEATHER, 
FACTORY 
WARRANTY  

2016 GMC TERRAIN SLT
     80K MILES, 
2WD, 5.7L V-8, NAV, 
HTD LEATHER, 
EVERY BELL & 
WHISTLE!

2012 RAM 1500 LARAMIE LONGHORN 

$18,995

81K, DUAL PWR 
SEATS, BACKUP 
CAMERA, BLUE-
TOOTH, 1-OWNER 

2016 FORD FUSION SE 
65K MILES, V-6, 
PWR MOON, 
HTD LEATHER, 
HTD STEERING 
WHEELTRADE

2012 TOYOTA CAMRY SE 
PWR MOON, 
NAVIGATION, 
PWR SEAT, BLUE-
TOOTH, ALLOYS, 
35 MPG

$8,495

76K MILES, AIR, 
CRUISE, CD/MP3, 
PL’S & PW’S, 30 
MPG, CLEAN 
CAR!  

2014 CHRYSLER 200

$24,995

45K MILES, 4X4, 
5.3L V-8, PWR 
SEAT, TOW 
PKG, FACTORY 
WARRANTY 

2016 CHEVY SILVERADO 1500 

Car Rentals • Van Rentals • Full Repair Facility

121 W Washington St. Greenville, MI 48838
Corner of M-57 & M-91 DOWNTOWN GREENVILLE

616-754-7195
1-800-557-7171

raywinnieautosales.comraywinnieautosales.com
5.7L V-8, AUTO, 
LEATHER, RE-
MOVABLE TOP & 
COVER, SUMMER 
FUN! 

1988 CHEVY CORVETTE

$10,995

2013 BMW 128I

$12,495

$5,995

$11,995

Hours: MON. 9a.m.-7p.m. • TUES.-FRI. 9a.m.-6p.m. • SATURDAYS 9a.m.-2p.m.

TAX TIME SAVINGS ATTAX TIME SAVINGS AT

CREW CAB DOUBLE CAB LT 

All taxpayers will file 
using 2018 Form 1040 
Forms 1040A and 1040EZ no longer available

TAX TIME$ $

Your volunteer time is 
NOT deductible

AARP—Don’t rely on 
Yelp reviews to pick a tax 
preparer. I have seen a lot 
of tax returns prepared 
incorrectly, taking deduc-
tions they shouldn’t have, 
and getting their customers 
bigger, but illegal refunds. 

They get great Yelp reviews 
because of the refunds.

Yes, the IRS is under-
staffed, so audits are rare. 
But they do have a robust 
computerized 1099 match-
ing system. If you receive 
a 1099 income statement 

and fail to report it, they 
will send you a notice with 
a big, fat penalty.

Itemize your support for 
charities—to a point. Some 
people thik the value of 
their time is deductible; this 
just isn’t the case.

Was Oldest Woman a Fraud?
AARP—For more than 20 

years, a Frenchwoman has held 
the record as the longest living 
human–at age 122.

But new research suggests that 
Jeanne Louise Calment actually 
died in 1934 at age 59 and that 

her daughter, Yvonne, assumed 
her identity until dying at the age 
of 99 in 1997. The ruse was con-
ceived to avoid inheritance taxes, 
alleges Russian researcher Niko-
lay Zak. If true, American Sarah 
Knauss, who died at 119 in 1999, 

Is this Jeanne Louise or daughter Yvonne?
would be awarded the title.

able happened.
A big red garbage truck 

pulled up, and an uniden-
tified male got out and de-
cided to try the trampoline 
for himself. Surveillance 
footage shows the man 
jump on the trampoline a 
few times, get off and dump 
the garbage into his truck, 
then place the trampoline in 
the middle of the road and 
jump some more. He then 
gets off and throws it in the 
back of the truck, presum-
ably to take home with his 
other treasures. 

Yes, you heard that right. 
This isn’t the first theft for 
the joy-jumpin’ garbage 
man. In fact, he’s not a gar-
bage man at all. The seller’s 
garbage collector doesn’t 

even come on Tuesday. “He 
actually doesn’t come much 
at all because we keep for-
getting to pay the bill,” said 
the seller. “That’s why I was 
selling the trampoline, to 
earn some money to pay the 
bill. I just hope my grandma 
doesn’t see this in the paper 
because she didn’t know I 
was selling it.”

Police said they have 

had quite a few complaints 
about this man showing up 
unannounced and taking 
stuff that people put out on 
the side of the road. He’s 
described as a woman in 
her 20s, wearing an orange 
shirt, white sombero, jeans 
and red tennis shoes. 

If you’ve seen the man, 
please call 1-APR-ILF-
OOLS.

plan for disasters to know 
how you and your family 
will be aware of watches 
and warnings, how to con-
tact each other, and where 
to safely shelter. 

Being aware and vigilant 
whenever severe weath-
er is in the forecast is now 
easier than ever. The out-
door warning sirens in Kent 
County only represent one 
type of alert, with many 
more now available such as: 
weather and preparedness 
apps, local television and 
radio, and National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Admin-
istration (NOAA) weather 
radios. 

A severe weather watch 
means the potential ex-
ists for the development 
of storms/tornadoes, so be 

mindful of changing condi-
tions. 

A severe weather warning 
means that storms are im-
minent or occurring. 

A severe weather plan 
should include how your 
family will communicate 
with one another before and 
after the event. A good plan 
should include pre-deter-
mined rooms in your home 
where you and your family 
can shelter safely. Estab-
lishing a safe and familiar 
alternative location is also 
advisable, in case family 
members cannot make it 
home quickly, or the event 
has already occurred and 
access to home is blocked 
or dangerous. 

Make sure you have flash-
lights with fresh batteries, a 

Weather
...continued from front page 

can opener, drinking water 
and canned food items for 
three days, an all-weath-
er radio and a first aid kit. 
Maintaining a full charge 
on cell phones and elec-
tronics during a severe 
weather watch can ensure 
that you receive further 
direction from authorities, 
weather updates and can 
contact family. If a disas-
ter does occur, be aware 
of compromised buildings, 
debris and downed power 
lines. Contact 911 if there 
are injuries to you, your 
family, or your neighbors. 
Photograph the damage to 
your property if it can be 
done safely, and check and 
re-stock emergency supply 
kits for the future.

Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 36 years

616-458-7304   www.schaafsma.com

$19.05 NEW CUSTOMER
SERVICE CALL

*Restrictions may apply, call for details.

TAX  TIME 
is online @ 

http://cedarspringspost.com/
category/business/tax-time/



Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources con-
servation officers located 
a 5-year-old boy who was 
abducted Wednesday night, 
March 13, helping to arrest 
the suspected kidnappers 
as they tried to flee with 
the youth across the ice of 
Whitefish Bay to Canada.

The incident began about 
7:15 p.m. Wednesday, 
March 13, when the Chip-
pewa County Sheriff’s Of-
fice received a report of a 
domestic dispute at a resi-
dence that involved a stab-
bing.

Investigators went to the 
home and began to piece 
together the details of what 
had happened.

George Stephen Cun-

ningham, 53, who is the 
boy’s biological father and 
a registered sex offender 
on a tether, and 68-year-old 
Jon Scott Stygler had gone 
to the house armed with 
knives, chemical spray and 

blunt objects.
The residence is located 

on Whitefish Road in Par-
adise, in the northeast cor-
ner of the Upper Peninsula. 
The boy was reported to be 
at the home with his aunt, 

a man and three other chil-
dren.

Police said Cunningham 
and Stygler bound and 
gagged a woman outside 
the home, and then placed 
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Brandon Cassiday 

Senior Brandon Cassiday 
has been named 
February Athlete of the 
Month for Ice Hockey.  He 
is the son of Jason and 
Kristina Cassiday.   

Coach Maas comments:  
“Brandon is a hard 
worker, offensive minded 
defenseman who loves 
to be in the rink.  He has 
been a great addition to 
the team this season.”

Athlete 
of the Month

Athlete of the Month is brought to you by: 

Metron of Cedar Springs

400 Jeffrey Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-0170
www.metronhealth.com

CEDAR SPRINGS ATHLETIC BOOSTERS

FEBRUARY 2019

CHICK DAY
Wed., May 8th, 2019
10am-5pm

Cedar Springs Mill & Supply, Inc.

All orders must 
be prepaid 

Orders due no later 
than April 21st, 2019

112 W. Beech St., Cedar Springs
Mon-Fri 8am-5:30pm • Sat 8am-2:30pm

616-696-9740

THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

Since 1916, Auto-Owners and your  
local independent agent have  

been there when it matters most. 

Trusted for generations...

Gebhardt Insurance
Cedar SpringS • 616-696-9440

www.gebhardtins.com

GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT
169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
616-887-8661

DNR conservation officers play vital role 
in capture of child abduction suspects 

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Exploring

CSY wrestlers 
tune up before 
state meet
By James Streeter

Seven Cedar Springs Youth wrestlers traveled to Wyo-
ming High School for the final regular season tournament 
of the year. 

In the 2012-2014 age division, Deacon Reynolds turned 
in a second place finish in the 43lb weight class and Bry-
cen Alber had another strong showing taking first after 
moving up a weight class to 49lbs.

In the 2010-2011 age group, Elijah Elam took second 
place in the combined bracket of 49/52lbs. 

Older brother John Elam came away with a secon place 
finish as well in the 57/66lb bracket in the 2008-2009 
age group. Also in the 2008-2009 age group, Caleb Aus-
tin brought home a second place finish in the combined 
69/72/75lb weight class. Wrapping things up for the Red 
Hawks was Kale Faurot, who finished first in the 81lb 
weight class.

DNR Conservation Officer 
Kevin Postma.

DNR Conservation Officer 
Calvin Smith.

It is time to break free 
from our restrictive indoor 
dens to explore the length-
ening days outside. Twelve 
hours of light and darkness 
signal lengthening daylight 
and we recognized March 
17 as the time to adjust 
schedules for an extra hour 
for outdoor evening ex-
ploring. Daylight saving 
time provides opportunity 

to hit golf eggs in hopes of 
finding an adult “golf” to 
retrieve the egg and take it 
to safety. Golfers have not 
succeeded.

Beside the ribbons of 
fairways, shrub and forest 
woodland animals anx-
iously explore nature niche 
habitats for food after long 
winter nights secluded in 
den darkness. Like many 

mammals, we feel hostage 
to the confines of walls for 
months. Snow maintained 
a foot of cover to peoples 
joy or dismay depending on 
whether we chose to explore 
or be confined to indoor 
safety. Many went north to 
snowmobile the UP’s deep 
snow and beauty.

We maintain warm tem-
perature and light in our 
home dens during winter’s 
cold darkness. Wild mam-
mals hole up underground 
in dark seclusion, waiting. 

As warming spring weather 
approached, we found our-
selves cast into a burrow-
ing winter mammal’s life-
style when sleet coated tree 
branches with glazing beau-
ty. Nearly 100,000 people 
in our region experienced 
isolation and darkness that 
skunks, chipmunks, and 
opossums experience daily. 
Trees and shrubs snapped 
breaking power lines that 
maintain summer-like in-
door conditions for us. 
Lights out and heat off for a 
day to a week disrupted rou-
tines and let us know we are 
part of nature’s whims.

During March, we smelled 
a skunk exploring the 
neighborhood as it searched 
to discover if spring arrived. 
Opossum tracks indicated 
inspection of our compost 
pile for morsels of nourish-
ment but it found cotton-
tails that remained active 
all winter scarfed usable 
vegetables. Mice, vole, and 
weasel tracks traverse the 
snow surface leading from 
tunnel exit to entrance along 
regularly traveled runways. 
Occasional coyote and fox 
tracks traverse wide rang-
ing routes and become more 
frequent as spring approach-
es. Hairy black stringy scat 
EXPLORING - continues on page 11

“There was no way 
they were going to 

make it all the way to 
Canada. They would 

have eventually fallen 
through the ice, which 

had recently been 
broken for ships by an 
ice breaker.”—DNR 
Conservation Officer 

Kevin Postma.

““



SPORTS/OUTDOORS
The Cedar Springs Post Thursday, March 28, 2019   Page 11

VOICES & VIEWS

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 
words. The subject should be relevant to local readers, 
and the editor reserves the right to reject letters or edit 
for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability con-
cerns. All submissions MUST be accompanied by full 
name, mailing address and daytime phone number. 
We use this information to verify the letter’s authentic-
ity. We do not print anonymous letters, or acknowledge 
letters we do not use. Writers are limited to one letter 
per month. Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or 
send to Post Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

NOTICE
Post Scripts

Request your 
Kent County Credit  Union 

Visa Credit Card today 

14111 White Creek, Cedar Springs 
mykccu.com | (616) 696-3650

Small enough to care... 
Big enough to serve!

You Deserve a 
Better Card!

No Annual Fee 
Low Rates on Everyday 
Purchases 
ScoreCard Rewards 
No Balance Transfer Fee 

Political and policy skills 
are merging 
By Lee H. Hamilton, Senior Advisor for the Indiana University Center on Representative Government

Here’s a surprise: the skills 
that can be used to win in 
politics are increasingly the 
skills needed to produce 
good policy. Let me explain.

Politicians running for 
office have a choice. They 
can appeal to their base and 
count on it pushing them 
over the top. Or they can try 
to build a coalition of voters.

The former gives us more politicians who don’t show 
much interest in crafting broadly acceptable policy. But if 
they choose instead to run their campaigns by reaching out 
to a broader swath of the electorate, and if we as voters 
reward them for this at the polls, then they come to Wash-
ington with exactly the skills needed to make our represen-
tative democracy work.

We live in a time of great polarization and declining trust: 
in politicians, in institutions, in one another. Our represen-
tative democracy is in stress, if not in peril.

We need to return to our traditional approach: coali-
tion-building across diverse groups of people. We succeed 
in politics and in governing the country by building a broad 
base of support that appeals to a wide sector of American 
society.

This means rejecting partisan hostility, and being willing 
to work across the aisle. It means rejecting the attitude that 
the most important thing is for my tribe to win. It means 
including all people in the public dialogue and dealing with 
them with respect.

It means rejecting authoritarianism and assaults on our 
fundamental institutions: the courts, Congress, law enforce-
ment, the media — all the institutions democracy depends 
upon.

By working within the framework where majorities of 
Americans find themselves—in support of fair taxation, 

“ “Our representative democracy is in stress, 
if not in peril. We must return to our tradi-
tional approach: coalition-building across 
diverse groups of people.

free markets, and free trade, 
providing opportunity for 
all, preventing the rise of 
inequality, in support of lim-
ited immigration, in support 
of mainstream views on free-
dom of choice, in support of 
policies to address climate 
change, in support of the so-
cial safety net – there’s plen-
ty of ground for agreement.

So the good news is that 
you can put together both a winning political campaign and 
a successful policy drive by speaking straightforwardly to 
the issues Americans care 
about, and by understand-
ing where people’s points of 
commonality lie.

This takes a politician’s 
skill at its most basic: build-
ing consensus behind a solu-
tion to a problem. Only then 
can we fix the many prob-
lems the country faces.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior 
Advisor for the Indiana 
University Center on Rep-
resentative Government; a 
Distinguished Scholar at the 
IU Hamilton Lugar School 
of Global and International 
Studies; and a Professor of 
Practice at the IU O’Neill 
School of Public and Envi-
ronmental Affairs. He was a 
member of the U.S. House of 
Representatives for 34 years.

identifies that canine pred-
ators protect young trees 
from bark girdling rabbits 
that would kill trees if left 
in abundance to gnaw suc-
culent tissues where sap has 
begun to flow. 

Sap flow is evident by 
the formation of sapsick-
les where they drip from 
sun-warmed branches that 
cracked or snapped during 
the ice storm. Dripping sap 
exposed to cold air freezes 
and I cannot resist enjoying 
the sweet taste of spring. 
Sapsickles are shared with 
squirrels, chickadees, tit-
mice, and a variety of birds 
seeking early spring treats 
when snow still lies deep. 
Trees have awakened even 
though they continue a 
dead appearance until April, 
when buds swell and early 
flowers bloom on silver and 
red maples proving spring 
has arrived.

To see the earliest blooms 
of the year, one must ex-
plore inside the spathes 
of skunk cabbage, where 

minute yellow flowers pep-
per the club-like spadix 
on these floodplain plants. 
Skunk cabbage produces 
heat that prevents freezing 
of its flowers. Tiny insects 
find the maroon spathes 
and take shelter during cold 
nights until winter condi-
tions wane. If you happen to 
step on one while exploring, 
the odor clues to the source 
of its name.

Red-tailed hawks have 
paired and nest near for-
est edges. Nest 2019-1 is 
the first active nest noticed 
this year. Adults sit on tree 
branches along open fields 
and flash crimson tail feath-
ers when circling grassland 
hunting grounds. Similar 
appearing Rough-legged 
hawks have a white band 
at the base of a dark tail, a 
broader dark band across 
the belly, whiter head, and 
longer wings lacking the 
dark ribbon along the lead-
ing wing edge. Roughlegs 
winter here but depart with 
spring’s approach to find 

the best breeding sites in 
the far north. 

We seldom view Barred, 
Great Horned, or Eastern 
Screech Owls that work 
winter night shifts but we 
hear them when most mam-
mals venture forth in the 
cover and safety of dark-
ness. When fortunate, we 
see a screech owl peering 
from a nest cavity at dusk 
while waiting for the safe-
ty of darkness to hunt with 
less chance of being eaten 
if it ventures out too early. 
It might become evening 
dinner for a Cooper’s Hawk 
when it is still light. 

Night activity is the rule 
for most mammals. Ris-
ing hormone levels, longer 
daylight hours, diminished 
fat, and warm weather 
work together to drive den-
ning animals to explore 
the countryside. You are a 
mammal. Explore.

Natural history ques-
tions or topic suggestions 
can be directed to Ranger 
Steve (Mueller) at ody-
brook@chartermi.net - Ody 
Brook Nature Sanctuary, 
13010 Northland Dr. Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319 or call 
616-696-1753.

Exploring
...continued from page 10

VOICES & VIEWS
is online @ 

http://cedarspringspost.com/category/
voices-and-views/
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Artifacts

LEGAL NOTICES
COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP

7450 - 14 Mile Rd
Rockford, MI 49341

COURTLAND TOWNSHIP
PUBLIC NOTICE
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the 
Public Accuracy Test for the May 7, 2019 
Election has been scheduled for Thursday 
April 4, 2019 at 4:30 PM, at the Courtland 
Township Hall, 7450 14 Mile Road, Rockford, 
MI.

The Public Accuracy Test is conducted to 
demonstrate that the computer program used to 
record and count the votes cast at the election 
meets the requirements of the law.

Dated: March 28, 2019  Sandra Frandsen
Courtland Township Clerk

SOLON 
Township Hall
15185 Algoma Avenue

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

PUBLIC NOTICE
SEALED BIDS FOR 

LAWN CARE
Solon Township will receive sealed bids on 

the mowing and upkeep of the grounds of the 
Township Hall at 15185 Algoma Avenue, the 
Township Fire Department at 2305 19 Mile 
Road, and the Township cemetery located at the 
corner of 18 Mile Road and Algoma Avenue.  
The following criteria applies:

1. Bidders must have their own equipment and 
be able to present a current certificate of liability 
insurance.

2. Mowing and trimming to be done weekly, as 
needed, between Wednesdays and Fridays.

3. Removal of sticks and debris on a continuous 
basis, as necessary.

4. Payment for services will be as follows:
One third of lawn cutting fee on May 18th.
One third of lawn cutting fee on July 15th.
One third of lawn cutting fee at end of season.

Upon acceptance of this bid by the Solon 
Township Board, you agree to all the 
information in this bid and agree to perform the 
duties described. Additionally, the successful 
bidder will supply the Township Clerk with 
proof of liability insurance within three days of 
bid acceptance.

If all terms of this agreement are not met, So-
lon Township reserves the right to terminate 
this contract with forty eight (48) hours notice.

Please return bids on or before 5:00 PM, April 
9, 2019.  Solon Township reserves the right to 
accept or refuse any or all bids.

Bids may be mailed to:

Solon Township Clerk
Lawn Care Bids
15185 Algoma Avenue NE
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Dated: March 28, 2019          Mary Lou Poulsen
Solon Township Clerk

TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER
County of Kent, Michigan

NOTICE OF ADOPTION 
AND SUMMARY OF 

TOWNSHIP ORDINANCE 
NO. 07-004

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
on March 19, 2019 the Township Board of the 
Township of Spencer adopted an Ordinance 
amending the Spencer Township Anti-Noise 
and Public Nuisance Ordinance.  The principal 
provisions of the amending ordinance are 
summarized as follows:

The Ordinance amends Section 2, Section 
3(a), Section 3(b) and Section 3(k) to add further 
regulations on the creation of noise beyond the 
property line where the noise is created between 
the hours of 11:00 p.m. and 8:00 a.m.

The amending ordinance will become effective 
April 27, 2019.  A copy of the amending ordinance 
may be reviewed or purchased at the Township 
offices, 14960 Meddler Avenue, within the 
Township, during Township office hours.

Dated:  March 28, 2019     TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER

small ads 
make ¢ents

To advertise 
here call

696-3655

BUSINESS 
PROFESSIONALS

(616) 439-3400
North End Tire & Auto

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

www.EnsleyTeam.com
616.696.SOLD

Your Local Real Estate Agents

71 N. Main St. | Cedar Springs

FOR
SALE

THE ENSLEY
TEAM

616.293.5297

FIVE STAR REAL ESTATE • 4601 LAKE MICHIGAN DR, GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49534 • 616.293.5297 • FIVESTARMICHIGAN.COM

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

Brynadette 
Powell

Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.Brynadette.com

small ads 
make ¢ents
696-3655

old was struck by a southbound vehicle. The vehicle con-
tinued on Maple Hill Road and made a left turn onto Lake 
Montcalm Road. The boys continued to school. When Tri 
County Schools learned of the incident, they contacted the 
Sheriff’s Office.

Police found vehicle parts at the scene. The vehicle is 
believed to be a 2007 to 2014 Ford F150 or similar vehicle. 
The color of the vehicle is unknown as witnesses stated it 
was dark at the time of the crash. 

The boy sustained minor injuries and his family was 
tending to his medical needs. 

Anyone with information regarding this crash is asked to 
contact the Sheriff’s Office at 989-831-7590 or call the tip 
line at 989-831-7593.

Fishing
...continued from page 3

and with the excessive freezing and thawing of the pave-
ment, the hole must have worked all the way down to the 
creek bed,” he said.

Although there are other springs in the Main Street area, 
fishermen who chose other potholes didn’t have quite as 
much luck. “Maybe the potholes weren’t deep enough. Or, 
maybe we could divert the creek a little so that the fish swim 
up Main Street,” suggested Bobber. 

The DPW urged those who wish to try their luck fishing in 
the potholes to do it by this weekend, because they will be 
filled in by Monday, April 1, April FOOLS day!

follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/

cedarspringspost
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TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER
COUNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
BASS LAKE WEED CONTROL SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Township Board of the Township of Spencer, Kent County, Michigan, having determined to continue to make certain 
public improvements consisting of the control of aquatic weeds and plants in Bass Lake by means of periodic removal by chemical harvesting and other 
methods (the “Improvements”), has resolved its intention to proceed on its own motion and pursuant to Act 188 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1954, as 
amended.  The Township Board has tentatively determined that the cost of said Improvements shall be specially assessed against each of the following de-
scribed lots and parcels of land which are benefitted by the Improvements and which together comprise the following proposed special assessment district:

41-04-12-302-005
41-04-12-302-006
41-04-12-303-004
41-04-12-303-011
41-04-12-303-012
41-04-12-303-013
41-04-12-304-009
41-04-12-304-010
41-04-12-304-011
41-04-12-305-008
41-04-12-305-011
41-04-12-305-012
41-04-12-305-016
41-04-12-305-017
41-04-12-305-019
41-04-12-305-020
41-04-12-326-031
41-04-12-326-032
41-04-12-326-033
41-04-12-326-034
41-04-12-326-035
41-04-12-326-036
41-04-12-326-037

41-04-12-326-038
41-04-12-326-039
41-04-12-326-040
41-04-12-326-043
41-04-12-326-044
41-04-12-326-045
41-04-12-326-084
41-04-12-326-085
41-04-12-326-086
41-04-12-351-018
41-04-12-351-021
41-04-12-351-024
41-04-12-351-025
41-04-12-351-026
41-04-12-351-030
41-04-12-351-031
41-04-12-351-032
41-04-12-351-034
41-04-12-352-008
41-04-12-352-009
41-04-12-352-010
41-04-12-352-012
41-04-12-353-012

41-04-12-353-014
41-04-12-353-016
41-04-12-353-019
41-04-12-353-020
41-04-12-353-021
41-04-12-354-016
41-04-12-452-003
41-04-12-452-004
41-04-12-452-005
41-04-12-452-008
41-04-12-452-009
41-04-12-453-001
41-04-12-453-002
41-04-12-453-003
41-04-12-453-006
41-04-12-453-007
41-04-12-453-008
41-04-12-453-009
41-04-12-453-010
41-04-12-453-011
41-04-12-454-012
41-04-12-455-008
41-04-13-101-005

41-04-13-151-003
41-04-13-151-009
41-04-13-152-003
41-04-13-152-004
41-04-13-152-009
41-04-13-152-010
41-04-13-152-011
41-04-13-152-012
41-04-13-152-013
41-04-13-152-014
41-04-13-152-015
41-04-13-160-003
41-04-13-160-006
41-04-13-160-007
41-04-13-160-012
41-04-13-177-005
41-04-13-177-008
41-04-13-177-009
41-04-13-178-009
41-04-13-178-010
41-04-13-178-011
41-04-13-178-014
41-04-13-178-016

41-04-13-178-017
41-04-13-178-018
41-04-13-178-019
41-04-13-178-020
41-04-13-201-006
41-04-13-201-007
41-04-13-201-008
41-04-13-201-010
41-04-13-201-011
41-04-13-201-012
41-04-13-201-013
41-04-13-201-014
41-04-13-201-015
41-04-13-202-004
41-04-13-202-005
41-04-13-202-010
41-04-13-202-012
41-04-13-202-018
41-04-13-202-019
41-04-13-202-020
41-04-13-202-021
41-04-13-202-022
41-04-13-202-023

41-04-13-202-024
41-04-13-202-025
41-04-13-202-026
41-04-13-251-001
41-04-13-251-002
41-04-13-251-005
41-04-14-200-017
41-04-14-200-020
41-04-14-200-021
41-04-14-200-035
41-04-14-200-039
41-04-14-200-040
41-04-14-277-001
41-04-14-277-002
41-04-14-277-003
41-04-14-277-004
41-04-14-277-005
41-04-14-277-006
41-04-14-277-007
41-04-14-277-008

Lots and parcels numbered:

Map of Special Assessment District
(Includes only those parcels of land having frontage on Bass Lake or deeded or dedicated access thereto)

TAKE NOTICE that the Township Board of the Township of Spencer will hold a public hearing on April 16, 2019, at 7:30 p.m., or shortly thereafter, at 
the Spencer Township Hall, 14690 Meddler Avenue, within the Township, to hear and consider any objections to the proposed Improvements, the proposed 
special assessment district, and all other matters relating to said Improvements.

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that preliminary plans and estimates of cost for the Improvements are on file with the Township Clerk for public examination. 
The Township Board may proceed to carry out the proposed Improvements unless written objections from the record owners of land constituting more 

than 20% of the total land area in the proposed Special Assessment District are filed with the Township Board at or before the hearing.
PROPERTY SHALL NOT BE ADDED TO THE PROPOSED SPECIAL ASSESSMENT DISTRICT AND THE ORIGINAL ESTIMATE OF COST SHALL 

NOT BE INCREASED BY MORE THAN 10% WITHOUT FURTHER NOTICE AND PUBLIC HEARING.
Periodic redeterminations of the cost of the Improvements may be necessary, without a change in the Special Assessment District, and in that event, 

such redeterminations may be made by the Township Board without further notice to record owners or parties in interest in the lands in the Special Assess-
ment District, in accordance with the provisions of said Act 188.

The proposed Special Assessment District must be re-established to continue the weed control program undertaken by the Township Board in 1999.  
Funds on hand from the current weed control district may be used to defray the costs to re-establish the district and for weed control treatments.

This Notice was authorized by the Township Board of the Township of Spencer.

Dated:  March 28, 2019     Lisa Wright, Township Clerk

Boundary of Bass Lake Weed Control 
Special Assessment District



STORAGE
FOR RENT

CEDARFIELD 
SELF STORAGE
Next to Meijer

Reserve online at 
cedarfieldstorage.com

2ND MONTH
FREE

616-696-1100

Travel Support: Don’t like to 
travel the world alone? If getting 
on an airplane solo makes you 
sweat, try flying with a travel 
support partner. We have a 
healthy selection of marsupials 
that are calming for the tense 
traveler. If you suffer from 
clastrophobia, try bringing a 
emotional support possum on 
board with you. You’ll have all 
the arm room you need! For 
more info, call (616) 696-7708.
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ANIMAL 
LOST/FOUND 

ADS ARE 
FREE!

FOR SALE

AUTO LIFE

DEADLINE: 
Monday by 5:00 p.m.

NO BILLING - 
All Classifieds 

Must be Pre-Paid!
PRICING: $12.00

for first 25 words,
20¢ for each additional word 

(pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST 
616.696.3655

CLASSIFIEDS

HELP 
WANTED

Buffy – 2-Year-Old Male – Terrier Mix

Meet Buffy! Buffy 
is a lovable 2-year-
old Terrier Mix that 
currently is mingling 
with staff and volun-
teers in our admin-
istrative office. She 
greets everyone she 
meets with a happy 

little wiggle butt dance and a tail that goes at full speed. Her 
days mostly consist of cuddles, naps, treats, and her favorite - 
walks. She does not have a history with cats and should go to 
a home with older/respectful kids. In the past, Buffy has been 
friends with other canines but due to the shelter environ-
ment, she prefers to be an only dog at this time (once she is 
acclimated to her new home this may change).If you’re inter-
ested in adopting Buffy, please visit him at Humane Society of 
West Michigan! 

Liam - 4-Year-Old Male - Domestic Short Hair Mix

Meet Liam! 4 year-
old Liam is a VERY 
sweet boy with a 
soft, soothing purr! 
If you give him time 
to warm up, you’ll 
get to watch his 
shyness dissolve 
into love and af-
fection. His former 
caregiver mentioned that he gradually opened up to her and 
became a very loving lap cat. What Liam needs now are pa-
tient humans who can provide a quiet environment where 
he can open up more. If you’re interested in adopting Liam, 
please visit him at Humane Society of West Michigan! 

Humane Society of West Michigan is open Tuesday-Friday 
12pm-7pm and Saturday-Sunday 11am-4pm. 

Humane Society of West Michigan’s

CRITTER
CORNER

CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

P   STThe

AUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

For more information on the 
Humane Society of West Michigan,  

call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 
3077 Wilson NW,   just ½ mile north of 

Three Mile Road during adoption hours or 
visit www.hswestmi.org

PETS of the WEEKSERVICE

HOMES 
FOR SALE

APARTMENTS 
FOR RENT

LOST 
AND FOUND

small ads 
make ¢ents
for details call
696-3655

• LOST 
• FOUND 
• FREE

Animal Ads
are FREE 

in The POST
696-3655

to good 
homes

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

616-696-1100
cedarfieldcommunity.com

NEW LISTINGS 
OFTEN

Watch our website 
regularly

Guns – Sporting Goods: 
Ruger – mini 14, .223/5.56, 
NATO hard gun case, 
3 mags, 110 rounds of 
ammo. $550 cash firm. 
ICOTEC Coyote call, elec-
tronic, new in box, $50 
cash firm. Call 616-304-
3906. #13p

Need helper/s to do light 
landscape work. $12.00 Hr. Job 
is basically picking up sticks 
and branches, cutting up down 
limbs, raking out beds, mowing, 
occasionally lifting boxes, 
organizing the pole barn etc. 
The hours are flexible. This can 
be a long term part time job. 
Any age applicant ok. We are 
easy to get along with folks, 
good equipment to work with, 
and nice woodsy property in 
Cedar Springs (close to Solon 
Township offices on Algoma). 
Brad, 616-745-5753, Bc9162@
gmail.com. #13-15p

Apartment for rent – downtown 
Cedar Springs. Call 616-918-
6430. tfnb

Found: Baby snowsuit, 18-24 
month size. Looks new. Found 
towards the end of February on 
20 Mile Rd., 2 miles east of Red 
Pine. Call to identify. 616-696-
9764. #10

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Puppies for Sale: Shepherd/
Golden Retriever mix puppies. 
$250.00. Vet checked, shots 
and dewormed. Call/text 231-
519-9575. #13p

Can you sell sand in the 
desert to somebody besides 
your grandmother? Do you 
love rejection? Then we’ve 
got the perfect job for you. 
Sell newspaper advertising! 
You might even make a friend 
or two. And you might even 
get paid. Get out of the office 
into the fresh air and find kind 
people who won’t chase you out 
the door! If you’re crazy enough 
to take the challenge, call (616) 
696-3655 or email resume to 
sales@cedarspringspost.com. 
#13

Officers
...continued from page 10

her in a parked vehicle. The two men then went inside, 
spraying the occupants with chemical spray, taping their 
mouths shut with duct tape and binding them using zip ties.

While the suspects searched the house for the boy, one 
of the victims was able to get free and stab at least one of 
the suspects. The men then left the house, taking the child.

They were reported heading north in a camouflage pick-
up truck. The vehicle was found parked in a driveway at a 
home on Blueberry Lane, situated about 5 miles north of 
the house.

At about 10 p.m., sheriff’s deputies contacted Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources Conservation Officer 
Corporal Kevin Postma, asking for help because of a con-
cern the suspects may resort to traveling with the child via 
snowmobile.

Postma contacted Conservation Officer Calvin Smith for 
assistance.

Smith hauled patrol snowmobiles to Postma’s location. 
While getting ready to begin their 60-mile drive to Para-
dise, the conservation officers were told to meet up with 
officers from several other agencies at the house on Blue-
berry Lane.

Police established a perimeter around the house and con-
tacted the homeowner, who had no connection to the sus-

pects or the child. After learning that the child and suspects 
were not at the house, Postma and Smith began looking for 
their tracks in the snow.

“There is only one road, Smith said. “There is no other 
way to get away unless you have a sled.”

Postma, Smith and sheriff’s Deputy Doug Mitchell lo-
cated the suspects’ tracks and began following them. The 
footprints led to Whitefish Bay.

“The ice was turning to slush. If we got off our sleds, the 
slush was up to our knees,” Smith said.

Following the zig-zagging path about 3 to 4 miles across 
the slushy ice, the three officers caught up with the suspects.

Cunningham and Stygler were traveling on foot, pulling 
the child on a sled. The boy was in a sleeping bag, with 
instant meals the suspects had packed.

Cunningham had cut his tether off.
At about 1:10 a.m. Thursday, the officers stopped Cun-

ningham and Stygler, who were arrested without incident. 
The officers confiscated the weapons and belongings the 
two men had with them.

Postma and Smith transported the child, Deputy Mitch-
ell and the suspects on the DNR patrol sleds back to the 
house on Blueberry Lane, where deputies, Michigan State 
Police troopers and Whitefish Township EMS personnel 
were waiting.

“There was no way they were going to make it all the way 
to Canada,” Smith said. “They would have eventually fallen 
through the ice, which had recently been broken for ships 
by an ice breaker. They were not dressed for the conditions, 

especially with the wind. One of the suspects was even be-
ginning to show signs of hypothermia.”

The suspects did not require medical treatment and were 
released to the custody of the sheriff. The young boy was 
cold, but in good condition.

“In addition to being prepared with equipment to nav-
igate difficult terrain, conservation officers have received 
specialized tactical tracking training,” said Gary Hagler, 
chief of the DNR Law Enforcement Division. “This is the 
second situation this week that our officers have worked 
with local law enforcement agencies, utilizing their search 
and rescue skills. I’m thankful to hear that our officers and 
Deputy Mitchell were able to rescue the child, and that he 
is doing well, given the situation.”

Cunningham and Stygler were arraigned Thursday, 
March 14, on multiple charges in Chippewa County Dis-
trict Court in Sault Ste. Marie. Cunningham was jailed 
without bond; Stygler was being held on a $1 million bond, 
with a tether required should he post bail.

Deputies said the child has since been returned to his le-
gal guardians and is doing well.

Michigan conservation officers are fully commissioned 
state peace officers who provide natural resources protec-
tion, ensure recreational safety and protect citizens by pro-
viding general law enforcement duties and lifesaving oper-
ations in the communities they serve.

For more information about conservation officers, visit 
Michigan.gov/ConservationOfficers.



Don’t make these mistakes after 
a collision 

Newborn to 13+: 
Car safety tips for 
kids of all ages
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CCONFLITTI@FARMERSAGENT.COM

 Christopher Confl itti 
tnegA sremraF lacoL ruoY     

  NIAM S 03

  91394    IM   ,  SGNIRPS RADEC

      5528.696.616
Call for your no obligation quote!

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

345 N. Main Street 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
Telephone: 866.553.3673
www.VanderhydeFord.com
Prices are plus tax, title, DOC fee and registration. Prices are subject to change 
based on market conditions. While supplies last.

2014 Chevrolet Equinox LS 
Black, AWD 6-Speed Automatic with Overdrive 

2.4L 4-Cylinder SIDI DOHC

$11,587

2014 Buick Verano Convenience Group
Carbon Black Metallic, FWD 6-Speed Automatic Elec-

tronic with Overdrive ECOTEC 2.4L I4 SIDI DOHC VVT

$10,568

P1814AP1774

2014 Chevrolet Cruze 1LT 
Red Hot, FWD 6-Speed Automatic Electronic with Over-
drive ECOTEC 1.4L I4 SMPI DOHC Turbocharged VVT

$8,898

18T661B
2013 Dodge Journey SE

Storm Gray Pearlcoat, FWD 4-Speed Automatic VLP 
2.4L I4 DOHC 16V Dual VVT

$8,577

P1781

18T333A

2010 Dodge Grand Caravan SE
Brilliant Black Crystal Pearlcoat, FWD 4-Speed Automatic 

VLP 3.3L V6 OHV

$7,999

P1801

2014 Buick Verano Base
Luxo Blue Metallic, FWD 6-Speed Automatic Electronic 

with Overdrive ECOTEC 2.4L I4 SIDI DOHC VVT

$9,488

18T606C

2015 Ford Fiesta SE
Oxford White, Comfort Package, SE 200A FWD 6-Speed 

Automatic 1.6L I4 Ti-VCT

2010 Chevrolet Malibu LTZ
Summit White, FWD 6-Speed Automatic Electronic with 

Overdrive 3.6L V6 SFI DOHC VVT

$7,877

P1760

2012 Ford Focus SE Hatchback
Tuxedo Black Metallic, Convenience Package, SE 201A FWD 6-Speed 

Automatic with Powershift 2.0L 4-Cylinder DGI Flex Fuel DOHC

$6,983

18C68A

$6,867 Priced below KBB 
Fair Purchase Price!

Priced below KBB 
Fair Purchase Price!

www.VanderhydeFord.com

Odometer is 35572 miles 
below market average!

Priced below KBB 
Fair Purchase Price!

Priced below KBB 
Fair Purchase Price!

Priced below KBB 
Fair Purchase Price!

 (BPT) - For many parents, you buckle up your kids and 
off you go to day care, school or the park. You trust their car 
seat or booster seat will keep your child safe should something 
happen, but are you sure the seat you installed months or years 
ago is truly secure?

“I am deeply concerned that nearly half of all car seats are 
not used correctly,” says Heidi King, deputy administrator of 
the National Highway Traffic Safety Administration (NHT-
SA). “You don’t have to be a parent to play a part in protecting 
children. I urge everyone to follow these simple tips to ensure 
kids stay safe in the car at every age.”

The right car seat is the best protection in a crash
Every 33 seconds, a child under 13 years old is involved in 

a car crash, according to NHTSA data. Even more startling: 
Car crashes are a leading cause of death for children ages 1-13.

One of the most common mistakes parents and caregivers 
make is moving children to the next car seat too soon. No mat-
ter their age, you need to make sure that the car seat you use is 
the right one for your child’s age, as well as their size (based 
on their weight and height).

Newborn to 3 years (infant and rear-facing car seat)
The youngest passengers should remain in a rear-facing car 

seat until they reach the maximum weight or height of their 
seat. This positioning better absorbs the force of an impact, 
making it a better option for small passengers whose necks and 
spines are still developing. In fact, car seats have been shown 
to reduce fatal injury by 71 percent for infants (under one year 
old) in passenger cars.

Keep in mind, even if your child’s feet touch the back of the 
vehicle seat, that doesn’t necessarily mean they’re ready for a 
forward-facing seat. Parents shouldn’t move their toddlers into 
a forward-facing car seat until they’ve hit the maximum height 
or weight limit of their current car seat.

4-7 years old (forward-facing car seat)
At this age your child will likely use a forward-facing car 

seat with a harness. One critical step for installing this car seat 
correctly is making sure to secure it with its tether, not just a 
seat belt. The tether is an adjustable strap with a hook that can 
be found at the top of most forward-facing car seats. When you 
secure the tether to the tether anchor in your vehicle, it keeps 
the car seat from moving forward in a crash, helping protect 
your child from head and neck injuries.

Additionally, always make sure the chest clip is secured 
across the chest rather than on the belly. These clips have a 
tendency to move down, so 

(NewsUSA) - In the U.S. alone, there are 
10 million car accidents every year, and the 
tense moments following a car accident, 
even a minor one, can be scary and stressful 
for everyone involved.

Drivers and passengers can feel con-
fused and unsure of what to do. Even the 
most experienced and seasoned drivers can 
make basic mistakes after they have been 
involved in a traumatic event.

Simple, avoidable mistakes could cost 
you time and money, or lead to personal, 
medical and legal issues.

MISTAKES - on page 16
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People, Selection, Price
4395 14 MILE RD NE ROCKFORD, MI 49341

VISIT US AT WWW.WATSONR OCKFORD.COM

NEW LOCATION 

NOW OPEN!

! Convenient Care Walk-Im Clinic
Open in Greenville 

You asked, we listened. We are here for you. 
Sometimes immediate health needs don't follow a doctor's schedule. That's where Spectrum 
Health United Hospital has you covered. Whether you're a current patient or not, get the care 
you need at our Convenient Care Walk-In Clinic, and we'll coordinate with your provider. It's 
Convenient Care-close to home, and when you need it. 

Convenient Care Walk-In Clinic Hours: 
Monday to Friday, 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. 
Saturday, 8 a.m. to 2 p.m. 

greenvillewalkinclinic.org 

.l�i® .. :.���·�, ••····· •',•'••• •• ••••
SPECTRUM HEALTH··{;

•
P 

United Hospital 
Convenient Care Walk-In Clinic 
Across from the hospital at 
1202 W Oak Street, Entrance A
Greenville, Ml 48838 
616.754.4685 

it’s up to caregivers to align it properly. Make it a habit to al-
ways slide the clip up to the appropriate place after buckling 
your child in to their seat.

8-12 years old (booster seat)
After a child exceeds the age and size limits of their for-

ward-facing seat, they can transition to a booster seat. A boost-
er seat lifts a child up and helps their body properly align with 
the vehicle’s existing seat belt.

Kids should stay in a booster seat until they are big enough 
to sit properly with the lap and shoulder belt securely buckled. 
That means the lap belt is snug across their upper thighs, not 
their stomach, and the shoulder belt is snug across their shoul-
der and chest, not their neck or face.

“Tweens” and preteens (seat belt)
Once your child is big enough to ride safely without needing 

a car seat or booster seat, keep in mind the back seat is still the 
safest place. All kids 13 and under should ride in the back, even 
if they try to convince you the front is the “cool” place to be.

For more advice and to find a car seat check location near 
you, visit NHTSA.gov/TheRightSeat.

Safety
...continued from page 15

Mistakes
...continued from page 15

Here are some of the most common mistakes to avoid 
after a collision:

* Fleeing the scene: Leaving the scene of an accident 
could land you in serious legal trouble. You may be in 
shock, but the most important thing to do is stay where you 
are.

Check on your passengers, and once you exit your vehi-
cle, check with the other driver involved in the accident.

Try to remain calm and wait for law enforcement to ar-
rive on the scene. If it is safe to do so, use your cell phone 
to take photos of your vehicle to document the damage that 
resulted from the accident while you wait for police.

* Not reporting the accident: Even if it’s just a minor 
collision, always report the accident to the police. Never let 
someone convince you to avoid calling the police.

If you decide to make a claim with your insurance com-
pany later on, or if you decide to pursue a legal claim, not 
reporting the accident could hurt your case.

* Exchanging too much information: Do not share your 
driver’s license or who was at fault with the other driver; 

however, share this information with the police along with 
your current insurance.

Always exchange contact information with the other 
driver, get contact info from any witnesses, and obtain full 
insurance details from other drivers involved in the acci-
dent.

Make sure accurate information is included in the police 
report, and ask for a copy of the report to edit any incorrect 
information.

* Failing to get medical advice: You may think that you 
were lucky enough to escape injury, but you should always 
get a medical checkup after a car accident, especially if you 
hit your head.

Remember, only a medical professional can rule out pos-
sible head trauma and other serious injuries.

* Having your vehicle repaired at just any shop: You 
might have to make a decision on-the-spot as to where to 
have your vehicle repaired. Don’t make a panicked deci-
sion when it comes to your safety.

Visit www.goldclass.com to find a Gold Class shop that 
has collision repair professionals with up-to-date training 
contributing to complete, safe and quality repairs.

Thank you to our Advertisers for

KEEPING THE POST COMING!
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