
The recent discov-
ery of a piece of Cedar 
Springs history recalls a 
time when the town was 
split in two by the feud 
of two barbers.

Last month, a crew 
was doing some exca-
vating behind the library 
when they discovered 
some odd planks of lum-
ber sticking out of Cedar 
Creek. When the crew 
pulled them out of the 
water, they discovered 
it was an old footbridge, 
completely preserved. 
While historians knew 
there used to be a foot-
bridge behind where the 
new library is, they al-
ways thought the story 
surrounding it was just 
legend—until now.

The story starts in 
1865 when two friends 
set up shop in Cedar 
Springs. There was no 
railroad, just a dirt road 
that went to Cedar Creek 
and then started up again 
on the other side. Carl, 
later known as Cutthroat 
Carl, bought property 
on the south side of the 
creek and set up a dish-
washing business. Wil-
lie, known as Wet Shave 
Willie, bought property 
on the north side and 
set up a barbershop. In 
order to help each other 
out, they constructed a 
footbridge across Cedar 
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Library sets opening dates

The new Cedar Springs Community Library is nearing completion, and will be opening in May. This is a 
view from the back, with the retaining wall where the plaques will be. post photo by J. reed.

by Judy reed

It won’t be long, and Cedar Springs area res-
idents will be able to enjoy a brand new library. 
Work will soon be completed on the 10,016-
foot structure, which is 8,000 feet bigger than 
the current library.

The Library is shooting for a May 8 soft 
opening, with a May 13 grand opening celebra-
tion from 2-5 p.m.

The Library, which is designed to resemble a 
train depot, promises to be a main attraction in 
the heart of Cedar Springs.

Besides the area housing all the adult books, 
there will also be 12 public computers, a class-
room, three tutoring rooms, an enclosed chil-
dren’s area with glass panels, and a playroom 
area. There will also be four stations for chil-
dren’s computers. Teens will also have their 
own area.

Another draw will be the community room, 
which will hold up to 75 people with the tables 
and chairs, and 100 without. A complete kitch-
en will open up into the community room. Peo-
ple can walk out of the community room to a 
patio, which will be facing the creek, where the 
retaining wall will be. 

“There is also an area with a beautiful fire-
place, which will be very warm and welcom-
ing, comfy chairs, a table, and two more chairs 
on either side,” remarked Library Director 
Donna Clark. 

In front of the library, at the corner of Main 
and W. Maple, will be a locally built clock tow-
er, soon to be installed. Behind the library is a 
beautiful metal sculpture of dragonflies created 
by metal artist Steve Anderson. 

The Library is still selling bricks. For $50 you 
can get a 4x8 brick with 3 lines, or an 8x8 brick 
with 6 lines for $100, and inscribe it as you 
wish. Bricks will be placed at the Library en-
trance and a few other places, as needed. They 
will also soon offer benches as a fundraiser. 
More info to come on that. Pick up a brochure 
to order a brick at the Cedar Springs Library or 
visit http://cedarspringslibrary.org/news/bricks-
and-blocks-for-new-library/ to print one out.

The Library will close the week of April 24 
to pack up and move. They need around 250 
boxes of a standard size, easy to move and not 
too heavy. If you have boxes you would like 
to donate, please call the library to coordinate 
drop off at 616-696-1910.

The tale of two barbers
by Judy reed

This old footbridge, newly installed, is a reminder of the early days of Cedar 
Springs. Post photo by J. Reed.

The footbridge originally in place over Cedar Creek in bygone days.

Prosecutor upholds deputy’s decision in shooting

Broken bottles and glass at the bottom of the basement steps may be 
the sharp object Jonathan Sper used to try to stab one of the deputies 
on the scene.

by Judy reed

The Kent County Prose-
cutor released his opinion 
Tuesday on whether a Kent 
County Sheriff Deputy acted 
reasonably in the January 24 
shooting death of Jonathan 
David Sper, 30, in Algoma 
Township.

Based on all of the events 
that led up to the shooting, 
Becker feels that Deputy 
Jason Wiersma acted rea-
sonably when he discharged 
his firearm, killing Sper. But 
using his gun was not Wiers-
ma’s first attempt to subdue 
Sper; he had also used a tas-
er, which had no effect.

Sper was released from 
the Kent County Correction-
al Facility on January 24, 
after having spent six days 
in jail for failing to pay for 
food he ordered at a Grand 
Rapids restaurant. He suf-
fered from bipolar disorder 
and bipolar schizoaffective 

disorder, and had been try-
ing to rehabilitate himself 
for the last 10 years.

Jonathan reportedly had a 
plane ticket to fly out to Cal-
ifornia later that night, and 
asked his roommate to drive 
him to his brother Jarred’s 
home on Summit Avenue in 
Algoma Township to drop 
off a box. They arrived at ap-
proximately 5:15 p.m., and 
were met by another brother, 
Stephen, who was staying at 
Jarred’s home. Jarred was in 
Florida at the time.

Stephen thought Jonathan 
was only dropping off a box, 
and not staying. The room-
mate thought he was drop-

ping Jonathan off and that 
his brother would get him 
to the airport, so he drove 
away. 

Stephen had a work con-
ference call happening at 
5:30 p.m., and Jonathan was 
not allowed at the home be-
cause he had become more 
and more unstable over the 
last 6-8 months. The two 
agreed that Jonathan would 
stay in the garage, since he 
wasn’t allowed in the home, 
and Stephen went in and got 
him a cup of coffee. When he 
brought it out, Jonathan was 
drinking one of the beers in 
the garage. When Stephen 
suggested he shouldn’t be 

drinking, Jonathan got bel-
ligerent with him. Stephen 
went inside and did his work 
conference call, which he 
cut short when he heard Jon-
athan ranting in the garage.

He tried several times to 
talk to Jonathan, but each 
time, he said Jonathan acted 
like he wanted to fight him. 

Stephen called his brother 
Jarred to find out what to do. 
He also called Jarred’s wife, 
Sara, who was due home 
with the children at 7 p.m. 
and told her not to come 
home. She suggested he call 
911.

Before calling 911, Ste-
phen went back into the ga-

rage to talk to him, and this 
time they struggled. Jona-
than pushed past Stephen 
to get into the house, and 
Stephen pulled him back by 
the shoulders. During the 
struggle, Jonathan ripped 
Stephen’s coat nearly in 
half. Stephen managed to 
get back inside the house 
and call 911.

After he hung up, he re-
alized that the keys to his 
brother’s truck had fallen 
out of his coat pocket during 

shooting - continues on page 15

Jonathan David Sper (Facebook 
photo)

  “Applying the law to the facts as they 
occurred in this incident, it is clear that 
Deputy Wiersma was justified in using 
deadly force in the defense of another 
person.”

—Kent County Prosecuting Attorney 
Chris Becker

May 8 soft opening; 
May 13 grand opening 
celebration

Win 

$20.00

details o
n page 3



Cedar Creek meanders 
for miles throughout the 
Cedar Springs area. It ends 
in the City but if you trav-

el upstream, you will go 
for miles before you reach 
The Rogue River at 13 Mile 
Road.

The downtown develop-
ment authority has just re-
ceived a huge grant to help 
boost the economy here in 
Cedar Springs while bring-
ing water recreation to our 
fair city.

The goal is to both deep-
en and widen the creek in 
proposed areas. The devel-
opment plans include near-
ly 10 miles of waterway. 
Developers would then tap 
into the Cedar Springs wa-
tershed and by adding one 

students have signed. The 
campaign had such a pro-
found impact on students 
that the National Honor So-
ciety at CTA is planning on 
expanding the school-wide 
campaign and will be plan-
ning additional activities 
throughout the remainder 
of the school year. 

Similarly, Sarah Classen, 
Elementary Special Educa-
tion Teacher, presented to 
Kindergarten through 5th 
grade students. She kept 
the 4th and 5th grade stu-
dents a bit longer to have a 
more candid conversation 
with them. At the end of the 
presentation, the elementa-
ry students received a large 
heart, to which they were 
either to write kind words 
on them or sign their name 
pledging to use kind words 
– regardless of differences. 
They also received smaller 
hearts so they could write 

CTA Campaigns to 
stomp out the R-word 

Creative Technologies 
Academy, a K-12 Charter 
School in Cedar Springs, 
takes pride in character 
education in their 300 stu-
dents, which is why they 
saw the great importance 
of promoting the Spread 
The Word To End The 
Word (STW) Campaign. 

The STW campaign is 
a youth-driven campaign 
that was founded in 2009. 
It was created to build 
awareness for society to 
stop and think about its 
use of the R-word. Use 
of that R-word—retard or 
retarded—can be hurtful and 
painful, and whether intend-
ed or not, is a form of bul-
lying. The STW campaign 
is an ongoing effort to in-
spire respect and acceptance 
through raising the con-
sciousness of society about 
the R-word and how hurtful 
words and disrespect can be 
toward people with intellec-
tual disabilities. 

Special Education Admin-
istrator Lori Dulak made a 
to CTA Middle School and 
High School Students on 
March 20. Dulak believes, 
“Language affects attitudes 
and attitudes affect actions.” 
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Been in an accident?

Greenville Location: 
(616) 754-0307
Collision & Mechanical Services
12700 Old 14 Mile Rd NE | Greenville
Monday – Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

Cedar Springs Location: 
(616) 696-1830
Collision Only Services
13399 White Creek Ave NE | Cedar Springs
Monday – Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

Fixing Cars. 
Helping people.

We’ll Take It From Here

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus 
     & 
  Restaurant

95 North MaiN | Cedar SpriNGS
      CSBreW.CoM | (616) 696-Beer

This Saturday is StarkbierfeSt: 

•  6 New Beer 
Releases 

•  Live Music
•  Beer Tent
•  Great Food!

Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 36 years

Post travels to Fort Myers, FL

The Post traveled to Fort Myers, Florida 
recently with Nancy Hatch, of Sand Lake.

“There’s nothing like a long road trip 
with the one you love to bring you closer 
together or tear you apart!” wrote Nancy. 
“Fortunately it brought us together.”

“We left the frigid cold weather from 
Sand Lake at the stroke of midnight on 
Monday the 31st (of January) and arrived 

on Wednesday in Fort Myers, Florida, to 
80-degrees and sunny weather, warm wind 
in our hair, and sand between our toes. 
People are so, so friendly there, the fresh 
seafood, the cocktails, the sunset. I would 
highly recommend Fort Myers. Just tell 
them Nancy sent you!”

Thanks, Nancy, for taking us with you!

Kayaking comes to Cedar Springs!

The new 51st state
There’s a grumbling in 

Washington and it’s not just 
in the stomachs of politi-
cians at lunch-time.

According to an undis-
closed source through the 
Associated Press, with very 
close ties to Washington in-
siders, Donald Trump may 
be sending a mind-blowing 
tweet soon!

It’s part of Trump’s plan 
to make America great 
again, and solving the on-
going border crisis with 
Mexico. It’s code is Plan 
“B.”

Economists speculate the 
great wall across the bor-

der of the U.S. and Mexico 
could cost in the millions, 
maybe billions. Mexico has 
made it clear that they have 
no intention of paying.

Others in Washington on 
the Trump team are set-
ting in motion actions that 
would propose America to 
invade Mexico, and make 
Mexico part of the United 
States. 

Scores of Mexican citi-
zens long to be American. 
“Why run across the border 
into America when you’re 
already there! It’s genius,” 
said a Washington leaker.

The money proposed to 

build the wall would instead 
go towards a military force 
to take control of Mexico, 
making it the 51st state. The 
state of Mexico! Not to be 
confused with New Mexi-
co.

The military would de-
pose their current president 
(who won’t pay for the 
wall) and then take on the 
drug cartel and fight the war 
on drugs at its source.

Mexican workers would 
be entitled to the benefits 
American workers have en-
joyed for years. A minimum 
wage!

The Kindness Hearts are displayed in the elementary building as a visual 
reminder to use kind words. 

Second grade students rocking their socks on World Down Syndrome 
Awareness Day. 

She shared two brief vid-
eos about the wide spread 
effect of the R-word and 
invited students to sign to 
take the pledge to not use 

the word—but only when 
they were ready to make 
that commitment. The post-
er was put up in the high 
school building and many KayaKing - continues on page 15



by Judy reed

With all the talk of the 
opening of the new library 
at N. Main and W. Maple 
Streets, the question arises: 
what is happening with the 
Cedar Springs Fire barn? 
Will it stay where it is, or 
will it be relocated? 

Chances are, it will be 
relocated close to the very 
same area it started in. 

“We are strongly looking 
at the area behind the old 
library building (between 
Elm and Cherry fronting on 
2nd) as the location,” said 
Cedar Springs City Man-
ager Mike Womack. “We 
are trying to figure out what 
the fire department’s future 
needs will be and have put 
together a couple of po-
tential renderings about 
what the building will look 
like. Once we are satisfied 
with the basic design of the 
building we will take it to 
an architect and get a cost 
estimate.”

According to The Cedar 
Springs Story, by Sue Har-
rison and Donna DeJonge, 
a new fire station was built 

at the corner of Cherry 
and Second Street in 1874. 
When the book was pub-
lished in 1976, the Fire De-
partment also had a station 
at that same location, 43 W. 
Cherry. It later became the 
home of the current Cedar 
Springs Library.

According to Fire Chief 
Marty Fraser, they shared 
the building for a time with 
the Cedar Springs Library. 
The Fire Station had the 
west part of the building, 
and the library had the east 

side. Then a new fire sta-
tion was built on W. Maple 
in the late 70s or early 80s. 
That’s where the fire de-
partment is today.

Come May, when the new 
library opens at Main and 
W. Maple, the fire depart-
ment and library will once 
again be sharing the same 
property, although not the 
same building. That is, until 
a new fire station is built. 

The new location would 
be just behind the old li-
brary, in the area where the 

Cedar Springs Community 
building used to stand. 

Womack said that another 
idea was to share a building 
complex with the county, 
on property they own on 17 
Mile, behind Taco Bell, but 
the timing wasn’t right. 

“That project is 3-5 years 
in the future and we want to 
break ground in the next 1-2 
years,” he explained.

Stay tuned! The Post will 
pass along more info on 
the building of the new fire 
barn as we get it.

36 E. Maple, P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, Michigan 49319,
phone: 616-696-3655 • fax 616-696-9010 
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KDL board and Fire commission 
needs volunteers

New trolley set for Rockford-Cedar Springs 
route

Cedar Springs Fire barn: will it 
stay or will it move?

The current Cedar Springs Fire Station, at W. Maple and Second Street. Photo by J. Reed.

by Judy reed

A new partnership be-
tween the cities of Cedar 
Springs and Rockford will 
hopefully bring new busi-
ness customers to both 
areas.

Officials signed an 
agreement last week to 
bring Rockford’s trolley to 
Cedar Springs three times 
a day, starting this sum-
mer. 

“It will be here at 6 
a.m., noon, and then 6 
p.m.,” explained a govern-
ment official, who said he 
wasn’t yet authorized to speak about the project, but was so 
excited he couldn’t keep his mouth shut. 

“We hope that people will use the trolley to travel back 
and forth between the two cities,” he went on. “Driving 
your car can be really dangerous, especially when cows get 
loose in the road, right? Or when a mother duck leads her 
ducklings across the street, or a turtle is just sitting there 
like a log. And sometimes, you have to stop and rescue an 
opossum who you think is dead, but he really isn’t, he’s just 
pretending. Has that ever happened to you? Well it hap-
pened to me and the aftermath wasn’t pretty. Taking the 

trolley will alleviate that 
pain and suffering and em-
barrassment.”

Rockford has had a trol-
ley in the city for a  while, 
but not Cedar Springs, so 
new tracks will need to be 
built to connect the two cit-
ies. The cities are looking 
at two options: either run-
ning alongside the White 
Pine Trail, or running di-
rectly down the middle of 
Main Street and Northland 
Drive.

“If we chose the latter 
option, we might have to 
shave a few feet off the 
sidewalks on each side 
to widen the road,” not-
ed Smith. But I think the 

businesses would be ok with it as long as it brought them 
more customers. People could jump off right in front of a 
business if they wanted to. As long as they aren’t playing 
chicken with the cars on either side I think it will be ok.”

The first option, laying track alongside the White Pine 
Trail, might be the easiest, though, and the most competi-
tive. “Runners or bikers on the trail could race the trolley to 
train for upcoming events,” noted Smith. “It would travel 
at about 15 miles and hour, and should get to its destination 
in about a half hour. You could really improve your time 

Are you a citizen in north-
ern Kent County that is 
interested in the Kent Dis-
trict Library? Or an elected 
township official interested 
in serving on the county 
Fire Commission?

The Kent County Board 
of Commissioners is seek-
ing citizens who are inter-
ested in serving the commu-
nity through appointment to 
the following Boards and 

Committees: 
Kent District Library 

Board Region 1 - to fill an 
unexpired four-year term 
ending December 31, 2018. 
Applicants must live in 
Nelson, Oakfield, Spencer 
or Tyrone Township. The 
Kent District Library Board 
meets monthly at the Dis-
trict Headquarters, 814 W. 
River Center, Comstock 
Park, as well as at other par-

ticipating libraries. 
Fire Commission – to 

fill an unexpired two-year 
term ending December 31, 
2018. Applicants must be 
a township elected official 
from a unit of government 
that participate in the Fire 
Commission. The Fire 
Commission meets month-
ly on the second Friday of 
the month (does not meet in 
April, July and October) at 
8:30 a.m. at the Kent Coun-
ty Road Commission, 1500 
Scribner, Grand Rapids 

(with the exception of the 
October meeting). 

Applicants must com-
plete an online application 
form via the County’s web-
site at www.accesskent.
com/boardappointments. 
Resumes and cover letters 
are encouraged and may be 
attached. The deadline to 
apply is Friday, April 28, 
2017. 

Please call the Board of 
Commissioners Office at 
616.632.7580 if you have 
any questions. 

Post Advertising Policy
NO WE WON’T accept advertising that might get us 

arrested!
AND WE PROBABLY WON’T accept anything that 

might offend a lot of people. So you’ll have to peddle 
your Pentagon secrets and your baby seal steaks some-
where else.

HOWEVER, WE WILL occasionally accept tasteless 
advertising if you’re willing to pay us enough. We’ll 
probably donate the extra money to a good cause. May-
be our landlord. Or even paying the staff.

Example of advertising NOT ACCEPTABLE to The 
Post

Garage sale. Saturday 10-5. Lots of good stuff: mac-
ramé plant hangers, painted soap, Avon bottles, plastic 
fruit, Pentagon secrets, baby seal steaks and MORE! No 
early sales.

REMEMBER: Don’t ask us to compromise our high 
advertising standards unless you’re prepared to actually 
pay us.

Want to earn some 
fast cash?

It’s quick. It’s easy. All 
you have to do is read 
the newspaper. 
That’s right! 
Read the sto-
ries and read the 
ads. Identify the 
fake ad, AND 
the fake stories 
and you could win 
a fast $20! Email us 
at news@cedarspringspost.
com with your guesses by 
Tuesday, April 4, at 5 p.m. 
Include your name, address 
and phone number in the 
email. Or you can drop off 

you r 
e n t r y 

h e r e 
at 36 E. 

Maple. One 
winner will 

be chosen out of all the cor-
rect entries received by the 
deadline. We will call you 
to let you know you’ve won 
by Wednesday, April 6. And 
that’s no April Foolin’!
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ChurchDirectory

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 
Web: www.pioneercrc.org

Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

Do you know that Saturday is the Sabbath?
To learn more about 
the Sabbath and the 
truth of the bible visit

The Church of God
Fellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209 www.cogfgomi.org

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM
Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM

Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm 

(Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh
Pastor Craig S. Carter

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta, MI 49345
616.550.6398

Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
Nursery & Children Ministry Provided

www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org 

  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

Worship: Sunday 10:45 am & 3rd Saturday 7 pm
Sunday School 9:30 am    Nursery & Children’s Church during message
*Sunday 12:30 pm Youth   *Tuesday Celebrate Recovery 6:30-8:30 pm
*Wednesday Kidzone 6-7:30 pm  *Thursday Open Prayer 10:30 am & 7 pm

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

St. John Paul II Parish
A Welcoming Catholic Church

3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2-mqa.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Service Time: 10 am Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Senior Pastor, Rev. Chadrick Brown
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Jane Duffey
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided
Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm

Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

sunday Worship: 10 aM
enhance fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
coumc.weebly.com

Interim Pastor: Bill Johnson

From the Pulpit

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant
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LUELLA O. JENSEN
Luella O. Jensen, 96 of Morley, passed peacefully into heaven 
on Thursday, the 23rd of March, 2017 with family at her side. 
She was truly loved by all her family and dear friends. She 
was born Luella Ora Gill, April 8, 1920 to the late Wm. and 
Mary (Wilson) Gill near Altona, Michigan. She was the ninth 
of ten living children. Luella married Walter “Mike” Jensen 
on March 4, 1940 in Big Rapids. They celebrated 65 years 
together making their home in the Mecosta County area and 
in 1963 made their home in Cedar Springs. She is survived 
by her three children, Walter & (Pat) Jensen of Cedar 
Springs, Carol & (Nelson) McGahan of Morley, Bonnie 
& (Duane) Cranney of Big Rapids; 12 grandchildren; 29 
great-grandchildren; 8 great-great-grandchildren, a brother-
in-law Bob & (Betty) Jensen of Stanwood, a sister-in-law 
Alice Bigelow of Morley, and many nieces and nephews. 
Luella was preceded in death by her husband, Walter “Mike” 
in 2005; a son Lewis Jensen; a grandson, Ross Cranney; 5 
brothers, 4 sisters and their spouses. Funeral services were 
held on Monday, March 27, 2017 at the Daggett-Gilbert 
Funeral Home in Big Rapids with burial at Stanwood 
Cemetery. Memorial contributions in Luella’s name can be 
made to Hospice of Michigan. Share a memory online at 
www.daggettgilbertfuneralhome.com. 

Arrangements by Daggett-Gilbert Funeral Home, 
Big Rapids

Rev. David Vander Meer
ROckfORD SpRiNgS 

cOMMUNity chURch
5815 14-Mile Rd. • 696-3656

thE SEpARAtiON Of chURch 
AND StAtE

At Rockford Springs Community Church we have an 
adult Sunday school class that meets after our morning 
worship.  What I have grown to really appreciate as their 
pastor and leader of the class is everyone’s willingness to 
struggle with real life questions.  We try to take on topics 

that are relevant to our lives even though sometimes they 
are difficult issues.  Our goal is not to just share our own 
opinions but to determine what God’s Word, found in the 
Old and New Testament, says about a given topic.

Please join us as we seek to share with the Cedar Springs 
community our humble study on the topic: “The Separation 
of the Church and the State.”  

We have concluded that the scriptures teach the follow-
ing…

God is the author of three institutions: the government, 
the church, and the family; and uses them, among many 
other things, to maintain safety for individuals and com-
munities so they can thrive, to promote good order, and 
provide justice.  God delights to bring us good laws so that 
we will be blessed.  

We found that these three institutions bring blessing to 
each other, and to the society they were intended for, when 
there is collaboration and not alienation.

God, in His good providence, communicates His way 
for His creation to function through His Word.  His Word, 
when obeyed, brings order, joy, and liberty to a society.  
But when ignored a society heads towards chaos.  We 
have seen in history where societies moved away from the 
teaching of God’s Word and stepped into this kind of chaos.  
To restore order societies have turned to human authorities 
to decide what was right and wrong but in so doing ended 
up only limiting or even forfeiting freedom.  We thought 
of Hitler, or even the current leadership in North Korea as 

examples.  Think of other dictatorships, socialist control, 
or communistic dominance. So, the primary function of 
the church, in its relationship to government and society, 
is to communicate God’s Word so that God’s created world 
knows good law and is blessed, and liberty is promoted.  
Other governments that have sought to remove the voice of 
God have less liberty, not more.

Another truth we discovered is that the voice of the church 
must not be separated from government since all creation is 
damaged by sin and hence needs the authoritative voice of 
God to bring about morality.  Who will decide morality if 
not God?  The only other answer is Humanity.  But Human-
ity is not able to since it is morally broken in the core of its 
nature.  We need God’s true standard like a carpenter needs 
a true ruler. 

The United States of America has a history where the 
voice and work of the Christian church has brought bless-
ing.  But we saw in our study that at times this was not 
true.  Where this was not the case we admit that the problem 
was not God and His Word, but rather the failure and sin 
of Christians to faithfully communicate and live out God’s 
Word.  For this we are sorry.  

And finally we believe that everyone must be subject to 
the government, pay taxes, hold its representatives in honor 
and respect, obey them in all things that are not in conflict 
with God’s Word, and pray for them that the Lord may be 
willing to lead them in all their governing.  Hence instead of 
separation there must be support for the government from 
the church. 

Therefore, we believe that the government would be 
blessed to hear and obey God’s Word to bring the greatest 
blessing and liberty to her people.  And we believe that the 
voice of God through His church should influence the con-
science of our government.

We hope that our attempt at dealing with this question is 
of some help to our community as we wrestle with such an 
important issue.

May the Lord bless our Cedar Springs government, and 
the United States of America.



MARiLyN ANN StONER
Marilyn Ann Stoner, age 79, 
a longtime resident of Cedar 
Springs, Michigan, passed 
away peacefully on March 
26, 2017, in the comfort of 
her home, surrounded by her 
family. Marilyn was born on 
September 6, 1937, in Cedar 
Springs, Michigan, to the late 
Edwin and Treva Mae (Stout) 
Hoven. She was the fourth of 
five children born on her family 
farm. Marilyn was a graduate of Cedar Springs Public Schools 
and she trained as an x-ray technician, which led to her position at 
Dr. Branyan’s office in Cedar Springs where she met her husband 
Gordon. They were married on October 6, 1961. Marilyn enjoyed 
many things in life, she utilized her green thumb in the garden and 
belonged to the local garden club. Marilyn loved to plan parties for 
family birthdays, anniversaries, and holidays, because she loved 
proving for her family, and her love for them was immeasurable. 
Marilyn was also a woman of deep faith, seeing the Lord in 
everything she did, and walked with him daily. Marilyn is survived 
by her loving children Debra Stoner, Kathy (Bruce) Proctor, 
Susan (Joseph) Blood, Lisa DeRuyscher, Sam (Stephanee) 
Stoner, and Amanda (Chad) Hoke; grandchildren, Debra (Scott) 
Ploeg, John (Kerry Halloran) Proctor, Katrina (Timothy) Chaffee, 
Jared Proctor, Lauren (Austin) Jackson, Jayce Kraus, Nicholas 
DeRuyscher, Maxwell Stoner, Anderson Stoner, Madalyn Hoke, 
Katelyn Hoke, and Nathan Hoke; great-granddaughter Aurora 
Proctor; brothers Max (Lee) Hoven; sister Margene Swanson; 
brother Hugh (Connie) Hoven; and numerous, nieces, nephews, 
cousins, dear friends, and other beloved members of the Stoner and 
Hoven families. She was preceded in death by her parents; husband 
Gordon D. Stoner; and sister Shirley (Charles) Dean. There will 
be a time of visitation from 2:00 until 4:00 p.m. and from 6:00 
until 8:00 p.m., on Thursday, March 30, 2017, at Pederson Funeral 
Home, 127 N. Monroe Street NE, Rockford, MI 49341. The 
funeral service will be celebrated by Rev. Dan Hoven at 11:00 a.m. 
on Friday, March 31, 2017, at Pederson Funeral Home. There will 
also be a one hour visitation prior to the service. Marilyn will be 
laid to rest in Blythefield Memory Gardens, Belmont, Michigan. 
The family would like to thank the individuals at the Lacks Cancer 
Center and Faith Hospice for their exceptional care and support 
over these last four months. Those wishing to offer an expression 
of sympathy are encouraged to make a memorial contribution 
to Saint Mary’s Foundation for the Mercy Health Lacks Cancer 
Center, 200 Jefferson Avenue SE, Grand Rapids, MI 49503; or to 
Faith Hospice – Development Office, 2100 Raybrook Street SE, 
Suite 300, Grand Rapids, MI 49546.

Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home, Rockford
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The Average 
Funeral Costs 

More Than $8,300
Is that really a burden 

you want to leave 
to your family?

Planning for final expenses can be difficult, 
but it doesn’t have to be. 

• There is no medical exam even with  
 preexisting conditions.

• Your rate will never increase.

• Your benefits will never decrease  and  
 your policy is guaranteed for life.

• No restrictions on how your family  
 can use the money.

Call today to learn more about a benefit plan that is right for you and your family and 
we will send you a free Family Planning Guide, which helps plan your final wishes. 
And for a limited time you also receive a National Prescription Savings Card to help 
you save money on prescriptions.

If you’re between the ages of 
50 and 85, start planning now.

For as little as $1 A DAY you 
can protect your family and 
loved ones from the financial 
stress of paying for your 
funeral in their time of grief. 

Call 855-687-4902 Open Mon - Thurs 9am – 7pm CST; Fri 9am - 
5pm CST; Sat 9am - 2pm CST; Closed Sundays

Not available in the State of New York

A Place for Mom is the nation’s largest senior living referral information service.
We do not own, operate, endorse or recommend any senior living community.

We are paid by partner communities, so our services are completely free to families.

Finding Senior Housing can be 
complex, but it doesn’t have to be.

“You can trust 
A Place for Mom 
to help you.”
– Joan Lunden

Call A Place for Mom. Our 
Advisors are trusted, local experts 
who can help you understand 
your options. Since 2000, we’ve 
helped over one million families 
fi nd senior living solutions that 
meet their unique needs.

A Free Service for Families.

Call: (888) 648-7509

Creek so that customers could access both of their businesses 
without having to wade through the creek.

Willie saw success immediately. Men (and even a few 
women) flocked to Willie’s barbershop to try out his new 
fangled “wet shave.” They thought it was the greatest thing 
since sliced bread. No more razor rash!

But Carl wasn’t so fortunate. People weren’t so willing to 
lug all their dishes to his shop. And when they did, many 
complained there was still dirt on them because Carl washed 
them in Cedar Creek. So Carl gave up dishwashing and start-
ed a candle business. He thought “Carl the candle maker” 
had a nice ring to it. Things went smoothly for a while, un-
til people started to actually use Carl’s candles. There began 
to be complaints about the candles exploding, and catching 
cabins on fire. (Carl used a formulation including TNT and 
doused the wicks in gasoline.) Then one night, there was a 
big celebration for the mayor and they used Carl’s candles 
on the cake. When the mayor went to blow them out, they 
exploded, sending cake into the faces of the partygoers, and 
singing the mayor’s eyebrows and leaving him with a smok-
ing bald patch. That was the end of Carl’s candles.

Carl couldn’t think of what else to do. He noticed there 
was a steady stream of customers into the barbershop. So 
he thought, why can’t there be two barbershops? Carl had 
alopecia (no hair grew on his head or face) so he had no ex-
perience shaving or cutting hair. “How hard can it be?” he 
thought.

So Carl put out his sign, and began doing business. His 
inexperience was painful to customers, however. They often 
came out with their face bandaged like a mummy. He is also 
widely believed to be the creator of both the mullet and the 
Mohawk—haircuts not appreciated at the time.

When Willie heard his friend set up a competing business, 
he walked across the bridge and paid him a visit. According 
to customers and passersby, the argument was quite heat-
ed. Willie felt betrayed. “You are no better than a cutthroat, 
Carl!” he shouted. And the name stuck.

To get back at Willie, Carl put out a sale sign on haircuts. 
“Haircuts 10 cents each,” it said. “The lowest price in town.” 

Willie then put out his own sign. “Haircuts 12 cents. I fix 
10 cent haircuts.”

Carl was furious. He made sure to always have a lower 
price than Willie, just to get his business. 

Willie noticed people stopped at Carl’s business to get a 
better price on haircuts. This infuriated him because he knew 
Carl wasn’t any good at it. So one night, Carl’s wife had hung 
laundry out to dry behind the shop. Willie then snuck over 
and grabbed it off the line, dragged it through Cedar Creek, 
and hung it up along Main Street on the lampposts, dingy and 
muddy, for everyone to see. (That’s where the saying “Don’t 
air your dirty laundry in public” came from.) 

Carl was embarrassed and angry. Now everyone knew his 
long underwear had so many holes he didn’t even need a 

flap! How could he look anyone in the face again? Some-
thing had to be done. So he challenged Willie to a duel the 
next morning at the bridge.

Carl’s and Willie’s wives panicked. They couldn’t take the 
chance that their husbands, who had been such good friends, 
would kill each other. So they called all the women in town 
to a prayer meeting, where they all prayed that God would 
intervene.

That night, March 31, 1865, it began to rain. When the 
time came for the duel the next morning, it was still raining 
buckets, but the two men met in the center of the bridge all 
the same. Nothing was going to stop them. People stood on 
one side or the other of the bridge, to support their favorite 
barber, while heckling the other one. “Who cuts your hair?” 
was a favorite taunt. 

The men turned and walked 10 paces back toward the 
edge of the bridge, then faced each other. A referee counted. 
“Ready, set, shoot!” he yelled over the sudden violent roar 
coming from the creek on the east. Just as the men pulled 
their guns, a giant wave careened along the creek and not 
only tossed the men into the creek, but tore the bridge from 
its footings and swept it away, along with both businesses. 
Onlookers jumped into the creek and pulled the men to safe-
ty, before they, too, were swept away.

“It was a miracle,” the newspaper would later report. 
“Like the hand of God reached down into Cedar Springs and 
thumped those two nitwits right in the noggin.”

Willie and Carl decided to put their pride aside and renew 
their friendship. They also decided to go into business to-
gether, but in a different part of town, where they would be 
safe from such a natural disaster. They opened another bar-
bershop, where Willie gave haircuts and shaves on one side 
of the shop, and on the other side, Carl taught men to sing 
beautiful harmonies—something he was actually good at. 
The groups he formed became known as barbershop quar-
tets, and he earned a new nickname: Carl the canary. 

The old footbridge has now been repainted, and installed 
on its old footings as a reminder to everyone of what hap-
pened on that April Fools morning, so long ago. 

• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement 

• Anniversary • In Memory  • Thank you
• Congratulations

**

Publish Your

in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit 
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.



55. Nuke
57. *High ride
61. *Requires luring
65. Roundish
66. Variable, abbr.
68. “Roots” author
69. Shoe binders
70. Shoshonean
71. Discrimination against 
seniors
72. Soon, to a bard
73. The day before
74. “The Second Coming” 
poet

DOWN
1. Staff leader
2. Places
3. Carbon monoxide lacks this
4. “The Late Show” guest
5. Stabbed
6. No problem

7. *Used on powder and water
8. Brindled kitty
9. Tennis great Steffi
10. First name in jeans
11. Maple, to a botanist
12. Doctor’s order
15. Genus in plural
20. What Pinocchio was 
doing?
22. Make a choice
24. Gun sleeve
25. *On a string
26. Paintings in an Orthodox 
church
27. Layered cake
29. “Days” in Havana
31. At a great distance
32. Served hot in winter
33. God’s revelation to 
Muhammad
35. Financial aid criterion
37. Dick and Jane’s pet

39. *Camping abode

Sunday driver
One Sunday, sitting on the side of the highway waiting to 

catch speeding drivers, a State Police Officer sees a car putter-
ing along at 22 mph.

He thinks to himself, “This driver is just as dangerous as a 
speeder!”

So he turns on his lights and pulls the driver over.
Approaching the car, he notices that there are five old la-

dies—two in the front seat and three in the back—wide-eyed 
and white as ghosts. 

The driver, obviously confused, says to him, “Officer, I 
don’t understand, I was doing exactly the speed limit! I always 
go exactly the speed limit. What seems to be the problem?”

“Ma’am,” the officer replies, “you weren’t speeding, but 
you should know that driving slower than the speed limit can 
also be a danger to other drivers.”

“Slower than the speed limit? No sir, I was doing the speed 
limit exactly! Twenty-two miles an hour!” the old woman says 
a bit proudly.

The State Police officer, trying to contain a chuckle explains 
to her that “22” was the route number, not the speed limit.

A bit embarrassed, the woman grinned and thanked the offi-
cer for pointing out her error.

“But before I let you go, Ma’am, I have to ask . . . Is ev-
eryone in this car OK? These women seem awfully shaken 
and they haven’t muttered a single word this whole time,” the 
officer asks with concern.

“Oh, they’ll be all right in a minute officer,” said the wom-
an. “We just got off Route 119.”
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HHometown
Happenings

hometown happenings articles are a community service 
for	 non-profit	 agencies	 only.	 Due	 to	 popular	 demand	
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles.	Deadline	for	articles	 is	Monday	at	5	p.m.	This	 is	
not guaranteed space. articles will run as space allows. 
guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. you now can email your hometown happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name 
and phone number for any questions we may have.

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeek

answers - on page 13

Arts/entertAinment

Courtland-Oakfield 
United Methodist 
Church

10295 Myers Lake Avenue NE • Just south of M-57
FridAy, ApriL 7 - 4:30-7:30 pM

at

Battered Fried Fish, Baked Potato or 
Fresh-Cut French Fries,  Cole Slaw, 
Coffee & Punch, Dessert

3-piece  $9
2-piece  $7
1-piece  $5Eat in or carry out.   616-866-4298

Kent theatre
8 N. Main St., Cedar Springswww.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW(7469)

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

Friday, March 31st @ 8pM
sat., april 1st @ 2pM & 8pM

LIVE on Stage

COming SOOn

tickets: $1000 adults 

AprIL 7-9

Little Orphan
Annie Story

“The Waif”

$800 seniors  $500 students

actors del arte
presents:

AprIL 14-16

Dinner at the Legion
Apr. 3: American Legion, 80 S. Main St. Cedar Springs, is 
hosting a Pork Chop dinner on Monday,   April 3rd from 5 – 
7 pm. Included will be pork chops, mashed potatoes & gravy, 
veggies, salad, roll, drink and dessert. The cost is $9 for adults, 
children (15 and younger) $4.00. Come and enjoy home 
cooking. Take out is available. 616-696-9160.  #13p

God’s Kitchen in Cedar Springs
Apr. 4,11,18,25: Join us for dinner every Tuesday. God’s Kitchen 
– Cedar Springs welcomes families from Northern Kent County 
and the surrounding area to a Tuesday Evening Meal. No charge 
– no registration required!  Served from 5:30 – 6:30 pm at the 
St. John Paul II Parish, 3110 – 17 Mile Rd., Cedar Springs. For 
more information, call the Church office at 616-696-3904. #13

Fish Fry at Courtland Oakfield UMC
Apr. 7: Courtland Oakfield United Methodist Church, 10295 
Myers Lake, Rockford, will be hosting a Fish Fry on Friday, 
April 7th from 4:30 to 7:30. Batter fried fish, baked potato or 
french fries, cole slaw, coffee, punch and dessert. 1, 2 and 3 
piece dinners available at $5, $7 and $9. #13

Anatomy - The Human Body @ KDL
Apr. 8: Learn how the human body works through STEAM 
based activities. Create models to learn how your circulatory 
system, skeleton and lungs function. Discover what the inside 
of your body looks like using a human torso model and make 
your own brain hat to take home. For ages 6 and older. Saturday, 
April 8th at 10:30 am, Nelson Twp. / Sand Lake KDL Branch, 
88 Eighth St. #13

Honeybees: Pollinators, Stinging Insects 
and Honey Makers
Apr. 10: Come learn about honeybees and their amazing 
abilities with Donald Rewa, seasoned beekeeper of 20 years. 
Followed by Q&A. For adults. Monday, April 10th at 6:30 pm, 

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD THEME: OUTDOOR FUN

ACROSS
1. Big Ben’s face
6. “C’____ la vie!”
9. Hefty competitor
13. Water-resistant wool cloth
14. William F. Cody, ____ 
Buffalo Bill
15. Domenikos Theotokopoulos, 
a.k.a. El _____
16. Food-borne bacteria
17. Bro to sis or sis to bro
18. Bat dwelling?
19. *It lights up the sky
21. *S’more cooker
23. Turkish title of respect
24. Sensational promotion
25. *Take a first aid one on a 

camping trip
28. Lover of Aeneas
30. *____ and field
34. Singular of #26 Down
36. Lagerlˆf’s “The Wonderful 
Adventures of ___”
38. Where there’s trouble?
40. Ripped
41. Labored breaths
43. 43,560 square feet
44. *Done to get in a race
46. Stash in the hold
47. Multicolored horse
48. Type of car
50. Greek Hs
52. *Picnic invader
53. Make like a cat

Nelson Twp. / Sand Lake KDL Branch, 88 Eighth St. #13

Michigan Reads: Bubble Gum, Bubble 
Gum
Apr. 11: Celebrate the 2017 Michigan Reads book, Bubble 
Gum, Bubble Gum by Lisa Wheeler, with crafts and activities. 
For ages 6 and younger. Tuesday, April 11th at 10:30 am, Nelson 
Twp. / Sand Lake KDL Branch, 88 Eighth St. #13

Kent District Library Sixth Annual 
Writers Conference 
The sixth annual event features Michigan authors and publishing 
insiders sharing their experiences with new and aspiring authors 
on topics such as the current book market, dealing with publishers 
and rejection, social media and more. Snacks and a light lunch 
will be provided. All genres and skill levels are welcome. For 
adults. Pre-registration is required. Saturday, April 22, 9:00 am 
to 2:30 pm – Cascade Township KDL Branch. Visit www.kdl.
org for more information. 616-784-2007. #13

42. Mbabane native
45. *Shoot this?
49. Teresa of Calcutta, 
e.g.
51. Move sideways
54. A variety show
56. Bacteriophage, 
informally
57. French novelist …
mile
58. Popular Russian name
59. Little bit, in Mexico
60. Right to a property
61. “Born ____,” movie
62. Pelvic parts
63. Home on a limb
64. Fitness centers
67. *For any terrain



GREENVILLE—The 
Flat River Community 
Players open their 43rd 
season of community the-
atre with the comedy, Sex 
Please We’re Sixty. This 
hilariously frisky farce is 
by playwrights Michael 
and Susan Parker.  

The story involves the 
Rose Cottage Bed & 
Breakfast establishment, 
a charming and cozy 
getaway whose guests—
nearly all women—tend 
to return from one year 
to the next.  To the cha-
grin of the B&B’s pro-
prietress, Mrs. Stancliffe 
(Pat Cradit), her next-
door neighbor Bud “the 
Stud” Davis (Greg Vander-
Mark) believes these vaca-
tioning ladies really come 
to have romantic liaisons 
with him. Despite her own 
prim and proper behavior, 
Mrs. S. knows that Bud is 
good for business!  

Meanwhile Henry Mitch-
ell (Leonard Cradit), her 
other neighbor and “gentle-

man caller,” has developed 
an as yet untested “little 
blue pill” for menopausal 
ladies. Three ladies, guests 
at the B&B, complete the 
picture: Victoria Ambrose 
(Roxanne Hutchinson), Hil-
lary Hudson (Sandy Cote), 
and Charmaine Beaure-
gard (Kathy Craig). When 
Bud attempts to entertain 
all three gals and they mix 

up Bud’s Viagra pills with 
Henry’s experimental drug, 
they soon learn what hap-
pens to each gender when 
they take the wrong pill! All 
those hot flashes, mood 
swings, weeping, and irri-
tability make for plenty of 
mayhem and belly laughs!  

Deb Dieckman directs 
Sex Please We’re Six-
ty. Working with her on 

the show are Roxanne 
Hutchinson as producer, 
Brittany Bassett as tech 
director/stage manager, 
Jessica Gilbertson as cos-
tumer, and Skip Schuster 
and Brad Wagbo as set 
designers/builders. Mark 
Dombroske is preparing 
scene music for the pro-
duction.

Performances are at the 
Greenville Area Commu-
nity Center on April 21, 
22, 28 & 29 at 7:30 p.m., 
and there is a 2:00 p.m. 
matinee on Sunday, April 
23. Tickets are $13 for 
adults, $11 for students 
18 and under, and $11 for 
seniors 60 and over. They 

are available at the Green-
ville Area Community Cen-
ter during regular business 
hours Monday through 
Friday. Tickets may also be 
reserved online with Mas-
terCard or VISA at Show-
Clix.com.  Call the Players 
at (616) 754-8207 if you 
have questions or concerns. 
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heAlth & Wellness

in Cedar Springs
Run your ad here...
in your Community Newspaper

P   STThe

REAL NEWS @ 
w w w. c e d a r s p r i n g s p o s t . c o m

Switch to DIRECTV and lock in your 
TV price at $50/month for 2 years when 

you have AT&T Wireless!

INCLUDES:
SELECT™ All-Included Package – 
Over 145 Channels
Monthly fees for a Genie ® HD DVR 
and 3 add’l receivers

PLUS:

‡

$5000SAVE
over 

40%̂ MO.
plus taxes

for 24 months
w/24-mo. TV agmt & 

qualifying AT&T Wireless*

CALL NOW and ask about Next Day Installation.

IVS 877-418-4050
Reqs AT&T postpaid svc on elig. plan (excl. Lifeline & Residential Wireless) on a smartphone or phone (excl. Wireless Home Phone). Svcs: Svc addresses must match. To be elig. for 2nd-yr price guarantee 
both services must remain active & in good standing during 2nd year. Price Guarantee: TV pkg only. After 24 mos. Or loss of eligibility, then-prevailing monthly rate for All-Included TV Pkg applies, unless 
customer calls to cancel/change service prior to the end of 24 mos. Price excludes taxes, equipment upgrades/add-ons and other chrgs. Some offers may not be available through all channels and in 
select areas. See att.com/directv. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Add’l Fees & Terms: $19.95 Handling & 
Delivery fee may apply. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. PREMIUM MOVIES OFFER: After 3 mos., then-prevailing rate 
for all four (4) premium movie pkgs applies (currently $53.99/mo.) unless canceled or changed by customer prior to end of the promotional period. Expires 4/21/17.

High-Speed Internet provider varies by market.

DIRECTV

SUPERFAST

INTERNET

ASK ABOUT

OUR NATIONWIDE

BUNDLING!

Minimum term required. Monthly service and early termination fees apply. 
Usage is subject to a Fair Access Policy. Actual speeds may vary. Speed and 
uninterrupted use of service are not guaranteed. Visit 
www.legal.HughesNet.com for details. HughesNet is a registered trademark 
of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar company.*Free standard 
installation applies to new Lease subscribers only. Not valid with Purchase 
option. Limited-time offer.

High-Speed Performance

Available Anywhere

No Phone Line Required

FREE Standard Installation*

Speeds up to 15mbps

Packages Starting at $59.99/mo

WHY HUGHESNET?

SIGN UP TODAY FOR
INSTANT SAVINGS

1-800-303-3817

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET
AVAILABLE ANYWHERE

Algoma Twp. 
Historical Society 
meeting

The Annual Meeting of the Algoma Township Historical 
Society will be held at the Township Hall, 10531 Algoma 
Ave., on April 15, 2017 at 2:00 p.m. There will be a short 
meeting, including the Election of Officers. If you are inter-
ested in being on the Board of Directors, please call Julie at 
866-1583 to have your named placed on the ballot.

Our special speaker is Marie LaPres, author of Inspira-
tional Historical Fiction. Erica Marie LaPres Emelander is 
a middle school social studies/religion teacher and lives in 
Grand Rapids, Mich. Erica has always enjoyed reading and 
writing. With her love of history and God, she has incor-
porated all four loves into this book. Erica has begun writ-
ing the second novel in this series of the Turner Daughters. 
When not working on and researching her books, Erica can 
be found coaching middle and high school sports, being a 
youth minister, and spending time with her friends and fam-
ily, especially her beloved nieces and nephew.

 Please come out and join us and enjoy this wonderful 
author and her writings.  Refreshments will be served.

Flat River Community Players 
presents “Sex please we’re sixty”

Bud “the Stud” Davis and his Ladies. From L to R front: Rocky Hutchinson, 
Greg VanderMark, Sandy Cote. Back: Pat Cradit and Kathy Craig during a 
recent rehearsal.

The Cedar Springs Post
Newspaper
4,290 Likes www.facebook.com/cedarspringspost



DEQ partners make 
maple syrup

There’s an old saying that 
goes, “From tiny acorns grow 
mighty oaks.” In this case, it 
was maple trees and the seed 
that was planted was that of 
inspiration.

Last March, Christian LeS-
age, a Michigan Department 
of Natural Resources fisher-
ies biologist, and his family 
went to Fenner Nature Cen-
ter in Lansing for its annu-
al Maple Syrup Festival.

That glimpse into how sap 
is turned into treats like syr-
up and maple cream sparked 
an interest in starting his own 
sugar bush at home in Holt, 
where LeSage has 1.5 acres 
and seven nice maple trees.

He bought a book about 
maple sugaring and $30 
worth of gear from the local 
store that sells sugar-bush 
supplies, and his syrup-mak-
ing endeavor was off the 
ground.

“Last year we tapped five 
trees and got 40 gallons 
of sap in one week, which 
boiled down to almost a gal-
lon of syrup,” LeSage said.

LeSage has since learned 
that his trees are big enough 
to tap multiple times.

“I thought we could double 
production this year by plac-
ing two bags for sap collec-
tion on each tree,” he said.

In one week’s collection 
time, the seven trees he’s 
tapped yielded 85 gallons of 
sap.

The process of making 
maple syrup usually begins 
months before spiles (taps) 
are knocked into tree trunks 
in February or March. The 
first steps are to identify trees 
for tapping and collecting 
supplies.

Next comes the actual tree 
tapping, followed by boil-
ing of the sap to kill bacteria 
and evaporate excess water, 
which turns the sap into syr-
up.

Last year, LeSage did 
some Internet research and 
figured out how to create 
a wood-powered outdoor 
“oven,” using cement blocks, 
to boil down the sap. This 
year, he made the stove 30 
percent larger and is now run-
ning three steam trays, versus 
two last year, to aid in reduc-
ing the sap boiling time.

“We had to resort to using 

a turkey fryer 
for part of the 
boil-down this 
year, when the 
stove malfunc-
tioned due to 
an electrical 
issue,” he said. 
“It’s not really 
a good idea to 
boil a lot of 
sap down in 
the house, as it 
will turn your 
house into a 
sauna.”

While he 
enjoys his 
family’s new 
hobby, LeSage 
admits that it 
can be labor-intensive.

“It takes about eight hours 
to boil down 40 gallons of 
sap,” he said. “We did 60 
in one day earlier this year 
and that added several more 
hours. I ended up having to 
bring some lights outside af-
ter it got dark.”

It’s a process that requires 
constant sieving—so that the 
sap that burns when it bub-
bles up doesn’t end up giving 
the syrup a bad flavor—and 
stoking the stove with wood.

“My lower back was 
screaming at the end of that 
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OutdOOrs

Learn to Fly Drones

Unmanned Aerial Systems (UAS) operator training

We offer specialized UAS training, aimed at giving you skills 
to operate a small (under 55 lbs) UAV.  A basic level of aviation 
knowledge is strongly encouraged. That level of knowledge can 
be gained by taking a Private Pilot Ground School course.

UAS CLASSES CONSIST OF:
• Learning to operate and pilot remote controlled aircraft
• Learning about federal regulations specific to UAS aircraft and operations
• Hands-on training in the field with UAS equipment
• Learning how to spy on neighbors and more...

Spy on your Neighbors!
Find out what they’re REALLY up to

CS Drone Flight School

Classes start at 

$299
per person

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-616-696-3260
or email: csdroneflightschool@gmail.com

Earn Your:
Remote 

Pilot 
Certificate

GRAND OPENING EVENT
B. FRANCK RV SERVICES

RV mobile service • RV rentals • RV repairs
12059 NORTHLAND DR | CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319

616-696-2191
Owned and Operated by Brad Franck, RVIA/RVDA Master Certified RV Technician

APRIL 15th, 2017 • 9am -2pm

20% OFF
LAbOR

with this ad
Expires 5/1/17Come on in and see us!!!!

Living in bear country March maple syrup making is 
good family fun
Michigan DNR and 

Remove bird 
feeders now to 
reduce conflicts 
with bears later

Longer daylight hours, 
warming temperatures 
and new green plants 
have wildlife moving 
and sightings increas-
ing. Michigan’s black 
bear is a species that at-
tracts a lot of attention 
when spotted. Mich-
iganders love black 
bears—this  up-north 
icon decorates walls 
and coffee mugs, 
homes, restaurants 
and hotels. However, 
spring also brings in-
creased phone calls 
to the Michigan De-
partment of Natural 
Resources from home and 
business owners who have 
issues with bears.

“Everyone has a different 
point when they are going 
to pick up the phone and 
call us,” said DNR wildlife 
communications coordina-
tor Katie Keen. “The major-
ity of calls we receive about 
bears involve a bird feeder 
that has been visited multi-
ple times. Taking the feeder 
down before it’s found by 
a bear can eliminate future 
problems. A bear doesn’t 
forget a free meal.”  

Keen said that the easiest 
thing people living in bear 
country can do to avoid 
problems is remove bird 
feeders during the spring 
and summer months. Black 
bears are found throughout 
more than half the state. 
With an estimated 2,000-
plus adult bears in the 

northern Lower Peninsula 
and almost 10,000 in the 
Upper Peninsula, there are 
a lot of bears searching for 
food, even with plenty of 
natural food sources avail-
able. 

Bears find bird seed and 
suet especially attractive 
because of their high fat 
content compared to other 
natural food sources, and 
these foods draw bears out 
of their natural habitat, 
where normally they would 
be eating roots of early 
spring plants and insect lar-
vae.

Once a bird feeder is dis-
covered, a bear will keep 
coming back until the seed 
is gone or the feeder has 
been removed.

“Bears that receive a 
food reward when around 
homes, yards and neighbor-
hoods typically lose their 

nat-
ural fear of humans and 
can become a threat to hu-
mans and pets,” said Keen. 
“If a bear walks through 
your property and no food 
reward is given, the bear 
will move along on its own. 
Help your community and 
keep bears at a distance. 
Bears are smart, so be 
smarter, and remove your 
bird feeders so you don’t 
attract bears to your prop-
erty.”

For your safety, never 
intentionally feed or try to 
tame bears—it is in your, 
and the bear’s, best interest.

Learn more about Mich-
igan’s black bear and how 
to prevent potential bear 
problems by visiting http://
tinyurl.com/michiganbears 
and watching “The Bear 
Essentials” video or visit-
ing mi.gov/bear.

Silas LeSage demonstrates one 
way to eat maple cream.

A “sugar stove” used by the LeSages to boil down maple sap.

Boiling maple sap nearing the 
finishing point.

Gather: Leona and Silas LeSage out on a maple 
sap gathering outing.



36K MILES, 
V-6, PWR SEAT, 
REMOTE START, 
ALLOYS, NICE 
1-OWNER!   

Hours: MONDAYS 9a.m.-7p.m. • TUESDAYS thru FRIDAYS 9a.m.-6p.m. • SATURDAYS 9a.m.-2p.m.

121 W Washington St. | Greenville
Corner of M-57 & M-91 

DOWNTOWN GREENvIllE

616-754-7195
1-800-557-7171

AWD, V-6, 
NAVIGATION, 
3RD ROW, 
PWR MOON, 
HTD LEATHER, 
NICE! 

2011 KIA SORENTO SX   

78K MILES, 
AUTO, AIR, 
PL’S & PW’S, 
CRUISE, CD/MP3, 
40 MPG!    

4X4, 4.0L V-6, 
ONLY 85K MILES, 
3RD ROW SEAT, 
LEATHER, 
SHARP!   

2009 LINCOLN MKS  
75K MILES, V-6, 
HTD & COOLED 
LEATHER, 
BRAND NEW 
TIRES, NICE! 

3800 V-6, 
HTD LEATHER, 
DUAL PWR SEATS, 
ALLOYS, 
CLEAN CAR! 

raywinnieautosales.comraywinnieautosales.com

ONLY 26K MILES, 
NAVIGATION, 
REMOTE START, 
PWR SEAT, 
SHARP!     

68K MILES, 
PWR EVERYTHING, 
ALLOY WHEELS, 
31 MPG, 
1-OWNER  

 LIMITED  

2012 KIA RIO5 

2007 FORD EXPLORER EDDIE 

2014 CHEVY IMPALA LT 

2012 BUICK VERANO    

$12,995

$10,995$7,995

$10,995

$17,995$15,995

$13,495

$4,995

46K MILES, DVD, 
HTD LEATHER, 
HTD STEERING 
WHEEL, VERY 
LOADED! 

2014 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY 

$19,995

Car Rentals • van Rentals • Full Repair Facility

2013 CHEVY EQUINOX

TOURING-L

2005 BUICK LESABRE

Spring has Sprung at

BAUER

Three CSYWC 
grapplers joined 334 
others to try to win 
a plate sized Mon-
ster Medal at the 
first Border Wars 
tournament of the 
season in Brighton, 
Mich. on Saturday, 
March 25. Coached 
by their dads, the 
boys experienced 
some great compe-
tition from all over 
the state.

In the 2008-2009 
49lb class, Tuck-
er Crystal placed 
3rd after 3 match-
es, scoring 6 match 
points. In the com-
bined 67/72lb class, Jonathon Libera 
placed 4th after 3 matches, scoring 6 
match points.

In the 2006-2007 80lb class Hudson 
Crystal wrestled 3 matches, going 1-2 
for the day and scoring 7 match points.

CS Youth wrestlers were some of 

356 first and second year wrestlers that 
competed for top spots at the Novice 
Championships in Saline, Mich. This 

CS Youth wrestlers at Border Wars
by Jacquie troupe

spOrts
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Licensed & Insured
Over 30 yrs experience

• Industrial
• Residential
• Commercial
• A/C Service
• Heating Service

616-799-5840
mikebergmanhvac@gmail.com

22577 Kimball Rd., Sand Lake, MI 49343

Call Mike for all 
your HVaC needs

Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060

w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

Cedar Springs Youth wrestlers and their medals. L-R: Coach Jake Marsman, Wyatt Dickinson, Deegan Pike, Gabe 
Gair, Cole Haack, Cade Troupe, Chasyn Winchel, Dakota Winchel, William Dickinson. Photo by J. Troupe.

Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
By	Ranger	Steve	Mueller

Whipping 
Willow Tree

We have a favorite willow tree at the intersection of US 
131 and I-96. As one exits from east I-96 to enter north 
US 131, a weeping willow lives in the cloverleaf. Three 
decades ago, I saw what looked like a chicken in the tree. 
I could not safely take an extended look to determine what 
was in the tree. It was winter and it seemed extremely odd 
for a dark brown chicken to be in a tree along the highway. 

I watched on future passages when I used the off ramp. 
It turned out to be a dark phase of the Rough-legged Hawk 
that was using the willow as a favorite perch for hunting. I 
told my naturalist friend, Greg Swanson, about the “chicken 
in a tree.” We laughed and he said he knew the bird. He had 
seen it during previous winters. This bird had found a good 
winter hunting location and it returned winter after winter. 

When human “snowbirds” head to Florida or Arizona 
for the winter, many arctic birds come to this balmy winter 
feeding area in Michigan to escape the barren arctic where 
finding food is a winter challenge. Our family enjoyed look-
ing for what I originally thought was a chicken a tree. It 
helped us remember to look for interesting animals wher-
ever we drove. After thirty plus years, we still talk about 
the bird but it has not been seen in decades. It likely died 
sometime in the 1990’s.

The weeping willow tree also experienced life challeng-
es. Julianne, our youngest daughter, called it a whipping 
willow. What fun! Ever since, the family refers to it as a 
“Whipping Willow.” It has become a family friend. 

One day when we were circling around the tree on the 
off the ramp, we were dismayed to see the tree had been 
blown down and was laying on the ground. Fortunately, a 
portion of the trunk was still attached to the base and the 
tree refused to die. It sprouted vertical stems along the pros-
trate trunk. Before the new leaves expand, you can see the 
old trunk on the ground and several large stems growing 
upward. 

Once leaves grow and obscure view of the stems, one 
would not recognize its hard life recovery from being blown 
down. Neither can one see into the past to witness a “chick-
en in a tree.” We each need to aware of our surroundings 
and make family discoveries as we travel together.

For thirty years, the dark phase Rough-legged Hawk and 
the “Whipping Willow” have given us joy and family mo-
ment connections with nature niches. We have many mo-
ments to reminisce. Such moments strengthen family rela-
tionships. We all love each other and the natural world helps 
us maintain that love in a simple way. 

Experiencing the outdoors does not need to be an elabo-
rately planned outing. Take notice of things natural to en-
joy and share with parents, spouses, kids, grandkids, and 
friends.

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

Ranger Steve Mueller

spOrts/OutdOOrs
A Post reader snapped this 

amazing photo this past Tues-
day, March 28, of this American 
Bald Eagle attempting to land  
atop city hall on Main Street in 
the city of Cedar Springs. Bill 
Crystal of Cedar Springs told 
the Post that he had seen it cir-
cling the building, so he pulled 
over and grabbed his phone to 
snap this photo.

“I knew nobody would’ve be-
lieved me if I didn’t have a pic-
ture!” he joked.

The DNR says Bald Eagles 
are making a huge come back in 
the state of Michigan. “Especial-
ly in the more rural areas where 
there are plenty of rabbits and 
small game which is their favor-
ite food,” said Jeff Smeff of the 
DNR field and game division.

If you see something big fly-
ing overhead, especially on 
April 1, it may be a drone, or an 
eagle, or maybe Superman!

The Eagle has landed
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FAMILY FEATURES 

Bring the delicious tastes of a traditional 
steakhouse to your own dining room with 
simple steps that make it easier than you 

might expect to please a room full of hungry 
guests. 

According to a survey conducted by Idahoan, 
86 percent of Americans have avoided going out 
to eat at a restaurant for reasons such as crowds, 
bad service and noise. Instead of suffering through 
the inconveniences, ditch those concerns and bring 
steakhouse flavor home – an experience 79 percent 
of survey respondents said they wish was easier to 
recreate in their own dining room. 

Set the table
Rather than plating food with any old dishware, 
break out your nicest dishes and set the table the 
way a restaurant would. Remember: forks on the 
left, knives on the right. Pull out the linen napkins 
for an added upscale feel. Properly setting the table 
instantly gives your kitchen or dining room the feel 
of heading out to a restaurant. 

Change the mood
Most fancy steakhouses keep the lights dimmed 
low, so find creative ways to mimic that ambiance 
at home. If you don't have a dimmer switch, 
invest in a smart bulb that lets you easily convert 
a standard fixture into a custom light in minutes. 
Or skip the overhead lighting altogether and 
instead dine by lamp or candlelight. It’ll change 
the way your dining room traditionally looks by 
setting a scene that more closely matches that of a 
restaurant. 

Also try turning on your group’s favorite music 
to change up the audible impression of the night. 
It doesn’t need to sound like a rock concert – just 
give the room some subtle liveliness with soft 
tunes playing in the background.

Dress the part
Another way to change the 
atmosphere is to ask friends 
and family who attend to 
dress in more formal clothing. 
Simply acting as if everyone is 
out on the town can help bring 
an elevated sense of gaiety to 
the room.

Start with soups
Much like in a traditional 
steakhouse, please your guests’ 
palates at the start of the meal 
with a warm soup. Idahoan 
Premium Steakhouse Potato 
Soups – which bring together 
real Idaho red potatoes, 
flavorful spices and rich 
cheeses in four varieties – 
provide a creamy taste in every 
spoonful, perfect for giving 
your “customers” a restaurant 
experience from the comfort  
of home. 

According to the survey, 
Americans are more likely 
to order a potato soup at a 
steakhouse than other flavors 
like crab bisque or broccoli 
cheddar, making potato soup, 
which can be prepared in only 
five minutes, an obvious option 
to serve prior to the main course. 

Main menu
After everyone has their fill of a creamy pre-meal 
soup, pile their plates with a savory meat and side 
dishes. A popular combination of a home-cooked 

steak with mashed potatoes and asparagus can 
easily do the trick for those who come with a  
big appetite. 

Decadent dessert
Be sure everyone leaves a little bit of room after 
the hearty meal to top it all off with something 

simple and sweet. With the evening winding down 
by this point, a scoop of cool, creamy ice cream 
should cap off the meal perfectly. 

For more delicious ideas for creating the ideal 
dinner at home, visit Idahoan.com. 

Dining out is as much about the experience as it is 
delicious food. That’s why when you’re creating a 
restaurant-like meal at home, every detail counts. The 

little touches go a long way toward making your meal extra 
special. 

Presentation: When serving starters like soups, present bowls 
plated on a saucer and be sure to include a soup spoon on the 
side. For the main course, take care to create attractive dishes 
rather than simply mounding food on the plate. 

Garnish: Remember that eating is a multi-sensory experience 
and making food look great is the first step toward making your 
guests’ taste buds sing. Accent plates with a sprig of parsley 
or a seared wedge of citrus. For a savory, cheesy potato soup, 
sprinkle some freshly grated cheese over top just before serving 
and add a pinch of scallions for a pop of color. 

Service: Take a cue from well-trained servers. Be ready with 
refills for depleted drinks and clear empty dishes promptly.

DETAILS MAKE THE DIFFERENCE



(BPT) - Come tax time, many 
people work to locate tax breaks. 
While this is always a smart fi-
nancial move, a little-known way 
to help build your net worth is to 
keep taxes top of mind throughout 
the entire year. 

Reducing taxes means you keep 
more of what you earn, according 
to Nick Holeman, a financial plan-
ning expert at Betterment.com.

“You can’t control the stock 
market, but you can control some of your taxes,” Holeman 
said. “Knowing how your investments affect your tax bill 
can help you save money not just on April 15th, but for 
years to come.”

Check to see whether your long-term investment strategy 
is running efficiently with these tips from Holeman. 
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tAx time

Year-Round Service • Tax Planning • Out-of-State Returns • Bookkeeping • Payroll • Experienced Personnel

National Association
of Tax Professionals

Member of

EXPERT, 
AFFORDABLE  

TAX HELP

“Complex returns 
not a problem” 

Individuals • Businesses • LLCs • 
Partnerships • Corporations

OUR
LOCATION

13 Mile Rd.

12 Mile Rd.Bell
Furniture

X

No
rth

lan
d D

r.

10271 Northland Dr. 
Rockford

www.actiontaxservice.com

866-4704
Call Now for an Appointment

Over
30

Years

ACTION  
TAX SERVICE

PetersonTaxandAccounting.com

Peterson 
tax and Accounting

Lucinda Peterson

23 West Elm St. | Cedar Springs
• All PersonAl TAxes
• All Business TAxes 

And AccounTing
• e-file/direcT dePosiT

Phone: 616-696-5300

Walk-ins Welcome!

lucinda@PetersonTaxAcctg.com
35 Years of experience 

OBTP#B13696 ©2015 HRB Tax Group, Inc.15
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7

Our tax professionals will get you every credit and
deduction you deserve. Visit HRBLOCK.COM to
make an appointment today.
 
PUT OUR EXPERTISE TO WORK FOR YOU.

14111 White Creek Ave , 
Cedar Springs, Michigan 49319
616-696-3702

SelectLocation1

Secrets smart investors use year-round to save on their taxes

Solon 
Township Hall
15185 Algoma Avenue

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

PUBlIC noTICE
SEAlED BIDS FoR 

lAWn CARE
Solon Township will receive sealed bids on 

the mowing and upkeep of the grounds of the 
Township Hall at 15185 Algoma Avenue, the 
Township Fire Department at 2305 19 Mile 
Road, and the Township cemetery located at the 
corner of 18 Mile Road and Algoma Avenue.  
The following criteria applies:

1. Bidders must have their own equipment and 
be able to present a current certificate of liability 
insurance.

2. Mowing and trimming to be done weekly, as 
needed, between Wednesdays and Fridays.

3. Removal of sticks and debris on a continuous 
basis, as necessary.

4. Spring cleanup of leaves, pine cones, 
branches, trash no later than May 1st.

5. Fall cleanup of leaves, pine cones, branches, 
trash.

6. Payment for services will be as follows:
One third of lawn cutting fee on May 15th.
One third of lawn cutting fee on July 15th.
One third of lawn cutting fee at end of season.

Upon acceptance of this bid by the Solon Town-
ship Board, you agree to all the information in 
this bid and agree to perform the duties de-
scribed. Additionally, the successful bidder will 
supply the Township Clerk with proof of liability 
insurance within three days of bid acceptance.

If all terms of this agreement are not met, So-
lon Township reserves the right to terminate 
this contract with forty eight (48) hours notice.

Please return bids on or before 5:00 PM, April 
11, 2017.  Solon Township reserves the right to 
accept or refuse any or all bids.

Bids may be mailed to:

Solon Township Clerk
Lawn Care Bids
15185 Algoma Avenue NE
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Dated: March 30, 2017

LegaL 
NOTICe

Invest your tax refund: One 
smart place to invest your tax re-
fund is in an IRA. Normally, in-
vestors might divert a portion of 
the refund into this account as 
part of a well-rounded investment 
strategy and claim the deductions 
for next year’s tax time. Invest 
your refund, and you may get a 
portion of that back in tax savings. 
Stay in the habit of investing that 
refund if you can and watch those 

small returns add up over time.
Think several moves ahead: Investing is complex and 

from time to time you will have to sell some of your in-
vestments; everybody does. It might be to rebalance your 
portfolio or maybe your goals have changed and your in-
vestments no longer match their intended purpose.

Still, smart investors need to think ahead before blindly 
selling parts of their portfolio. This is because selling could 
potentially lead to taxes. By carefully choosing which in-
vestments to sell, you can help minimize that hefty tax con-
sequence.

One way to do this is to partner with an investment com-
pany that has the tools to make this information easy to 
access and understand. Betterment.com, for example, of-
fers Tax Impact Preview, which lets investors see estimated 
potential tax on a sale before making the trade. If you don’t 
think the pros outweigh the cons, don’t do it. 

Reorganize your investments: Another way to poten-
tially leverage even small tax advantages into long-term 
growth is to build your portfolio like an energy-efficient 
engine, built to run for more miles with less need to refuel. 
You can help accomplish this by reorganizing your portfo-
lio. Move inefficient investments like international stocks 
and other assets that are taxed more often into a tax-de-
ferred account, such as an IRA or a Roth IRA. That way, 
you can enjoy the high growth for less tax. Then, move 
less-taxed assets, such as municipal bonds, into taxable ac-
counts.

Benefit from losses: Help keep your portfolio in balance 
by selling off the laggards and replacing them with a simi-
lar investment. You can receive a tax deduction from your 
losses that can help cancel out the taxes you owe on assets 
that have gains. This is done automatically for investors at 
many automated services through a strategy called tax loss 
harvesting. Smart investors should always remember that 
investments involve risk and may result in loss.

Give to a worthy cause: While it’s important to secure 
your future, many investors see community support as an 
important goal. Consider donating a to a nonprofit organi-
zation in your community. Not only are you helping to im-

prove the quality of life in your locale, you can potentially 
claim a deduction from your income tax. It can pay to do 
the right thing.
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solution - on page 14 

6

8

9

1. joke
2. riddle
3. hoax
4. wisecrack
5. pun

A. a puzzling question or problem posed: the answer is hard to figure out
B. a “fresh” or “smart” remark
C. a false story told in such a way as to make people think it is real 
D. something done for fun; a jest
E. clever use of a word to have more than one meaning 

April Fool‛s Day Surprises

Jester‛s Bag of Tricks

All in Good Fun!

     Aw!  C’mon,
 I’m not that easy 
 to “hook”!

court

fortune

jokesfirst

  

  Jesters were people who 
would entertain crowds at 
marketplaces or festivals.  
Read the clues below to 
learn about jesters and 
to fill in the puzzle:

     April Fool’s Day is a lighthearted celebration. Many countries around the world have special
days of fun, with people playing good-natured jokes on one another. These surprise-filled days 
almost always occur when the season of spring is coming. Do you think that the sunnier, warmer 
weather puts people in a lighter mood? Below are some things we like to use to fool or kid our 
friends. Can you match each item to its description?

  Hey!  A spaceship is landing 
on the school parking lot!   Really?

Can I
see it?

11

12

1. ________  jesters entertained the king 
2. ________  jesters entertained crowds  
    of people in marketplaces or at festivals

1

2

4

5 7

10

P K D P E O I W Y T R A G Z L P A S
R J I J E S T E R P O L N U Y W E N
A C B U U C N V P A A P O R T Y W O
N X B U E G X B I U N A S O T T I O
K W T Y I E G N C O I G H T F B V F
S T I O E P C L V N M O E Y I F H F 
T I G H T R O P E W A L K E R N V U
E O I C B W A X Z R L B N V E P O B
R I H G N Z P T S B T S O T E P W Q
B X T O A Y J O K E R Y U E A P O T
T Y W O C J Y T A H A O N U T P O S
C O N T O R T I O N I S T N E O H W 
N O I S R P O N A Y N B V Y R P O A 
A U R N I I O P Z F E N S S I R P C
I F O B V N C S T O R Y T E L L E R
C O T O C Y U K P S O U C T Y E S O
I P C B V N C U S Q U T E I C S D B
G P A V E N T E R T A I N E R P O A 
A F J I O E P O H T E V J I O P Y T 
M C O P U P P E T E E R C I O P A S

• trickster
• clown

• magician
• jester
• fool
• joker

• prankster
• buffoon

• entertainer
• actor

• acrobat
• puppeteer

• juggler
• storyteller
• fire-eater

• contortionist
 • tightrope 
       walker
• animal 

        trainer

traveling

disguises gestures
behave

costumes

woman

tricks

  I love to make people laugh!

  Today we 
have clowns 
to entertain us.

  Boy, little
kids are
easy to fool.

6. some jesters used ________ or props
7. sometimes they were allowed to ________ in 
    ways that were not allowed for other people
8. dressed in many kinds of ________
9. sometimes they helped people or a king to
    ________ what was going on by telling stories
10. a man or a ________ could be a jester
11. the _________  day of April is April Fool’s Day
12. it is a day to play fun, harmless  ________  

     The first day of April is April Fool’s Day. It is 
a time for lots of fun. People like to play
harmless jokes and pranks. One favorite trick
is to point out something that’s not really there!
     April Fool’s Day used to be called
All Fool’s Day. It is thought to have started in
France. A long time ago, March 21st was the
date of the New Year. A little over a week of
parties and fun followed. On the last day of
the festivities, April 1st, formal visits were paid
and gifts exchanged.
     In the 16th century, the Gregorian calendar
was introduced. March 21st was no longer
New Year’s Day and April 1st was no longer the
right day to visit and give gifts. News traveled
slowly in those early times, so many people
continued to celebrate April 1st as the last big
day of the holiday season. Many others did
not like the change of date and refused to 
change their ways. People who clung to the
old ways were called “April fools.”
     Today, on April 1st, you might hear someone
call out, “Poisson d’Avril!” They have fooled
someone and are calling them an “April fish.”
The person took the “bait” and was easily 
“caught.” April Fool’s Day is a day for tricks 
that hurt no one. It is a time for laughter. 

3

understand

3. some people thought jesters were 
    “unlucky” and others thought they  
    would bring good ________
4. jesters might wear ________  to 
    surprise people
5. they told stories and ________

     Help me find my bag of pranks. Then find and circle 
the words in the puzzle that describe jesters and some 
of the talents or skills they display.  

Ketchup Mustard

 We put a 
rubber 
ducky in 
the fridge.

   I put “eyes” 
on all of the 
fruit to freak 
out my brother.
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 Kids: color
  stuff in!

We like to play harmless pranks... ...on our friends on April Fool’s Day.



day,” LeSage said.
One tricky part about making syrup is determining at which 

point in the boiling process it is finished.
“My wife, Sarah, has that tough job. When do you have syr-

up? If you go too far, it crystalizes. Barometric pressure and 
elevation factor in too,” he said.

But LeSage’s nose helps tip him off when it’s close to syrup 
stage.

“It smells like cotton candy when it’s almost done,” he said.
Finding the right window of time for tapping trees can be 

complicated too.
“It’s a race against time,” LeSage said. “Since the tempera-

ture has to be above freezing for sap to flow but sap gets bitter 
when the trees start to bud.

“And once you tap trees, they’re good for only six to eight 
weeks before they seal up or start to develop bacteria, from 
what I read.”

The syrup-making hobby has become a special family affair, 
with Sarah, the kids and in-laws helping. Sarah works as the 
aquatic invasive species coordinator for the Michigan Depart-
ment of Environmental Quality.

“It’s fun to get in touch with one of the first signs of spring 
that’s happening right outside our backdoor,” she said.

The LeSage kids get a kick out of being involved too.
“My son talked about it in his kindergarten class when they 

were learning about trees,” he said.
Besides syrup, the family has tried making maple cream, a 

thick confection also known as maple butter or maple spread.
“My kids each ate a jar of that in about two days,” LeSage 

said.
Sarah LeSage said her kids help empty the containers of sap, 

but by far their favorite part of the process is enjoying the “ma-
ple cream.”

“It’s a specialty product you won’t find in grocery stores and 
is delicious spread on just about anything,” she said.

The family makes the syrup mostly for their own consump-
tion. As the weekday breakfast-maker, LeSage uses a lot of it 
on waffles and pancakes. What he doesn’t use, he gives away.

“It’s neat because you did it in your own backyard,” he said.
Interested in getting an up-close look at maple sugaring?
Check out Maple Syrup Day at Hartwick Pines Logging 

Museum in Grayling on Saturday, April 1—with tree-tapping 
demonstrations, information on how to start your own sugar 
bush and kids’ activities—or visit one of the other local maple 
syrup festivals around the state.

Find out more about making maple treats from maple trees at 
several online websites, including www.tapmytrees.com.

Professional auto rePair
New hours: M-F 8-6 • sat. 8-4 • suN. Closed

696-8863

15670 NorthlaNd dr. 
betweeN Cedar spriNgs 

aNd saNd lake

aNy Car aNy repair
diesel - hybrid • MediuM & heavy duty • ForeigN & doMestiC

The Cedar Springs Post Thursday, March 30, 2017   Page 13

Syrup
...continued from page 8

Thank you to our Advertisers for
KeepiNg the poSt 

ComiNg!
#shopthepost

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

Brynadette 
Powell

Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.Brynadette.com

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAl

THiS SPoT 

oNLY $10.50 
per week*

call 616.696.3655

*price is our TFN (til further notice) 
rate - 6 month commitment required.

The Ultimate Bundle
TV+Internet+Voice

Call Today & Pay Less!

800-781-0564
Services not available in all areas. Offer is based on qualification and subject to change without notice. Valid to qualified residential customers who have 
not subscribed to any services within the previous 30 days and have no outstanding obligation to Spectrum. *Bundle price for TV Select, Internet and 
Voice is $89.97/mo. year 1; standard rates apply after year 1. Free DVR service is for 1 DVR is for year 1; standard rates apply after year 1; install, other 
equipment , taxes, fees and surcharges extra; additional services are extra. DVR receiver required for DVR service is extra. **Restrictions apply. For 
contract buyout qualifications, go to spectrum.com/buyout. For 30 Day Money Back Guarantee go to spectrum.com/guarantee.  

The Ultimate Bundle
TV+Internet+Voice

CONTRACTS
COMMITMENTS

from

 not available in all areas, varies by location.

Fast Internet starting at 60Mbps
125+ TV Channels
FREE DVR
Unlimited Nationwide Calling

RISK FREE 30 Day Money Back Guarantee**

þ
þ
þ
þ
þ

small ads 
make ¢ents
696-3655

CRoSSWoRd ANSWERS - from page 6



NOTICE: All real estate 
advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Amendments Act and 
the Michigan Civil Rights Act, 
which make it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, national 
origin, handicap, familial 
status, age or marital status, 
or an intention to making any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” Familial Status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody 
of children under 18. This 
newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real 
estate, which is in violation of 
the law. To report discrimination, 
call the Fair Housing Center at 
616-451-2980. The HUD toll-
free number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275. 

HOMES FOR SALE
1991 Schult Doublewide, 
1352 sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 2 
bath, in White Creek Coun-
try Estates, lot 60 Pecan 
Ave. Call 616-439-3065 or 
417-217-0031. #13p

Madeline- Female Smooth Collie Mix
I’m a sweet, playful 3 month 
old puppy that was recently 
transferred to Humane So-
ciety of West Michigan from 
a crowded shelter in Mis-
sissippi. I’m not yet available 
for adoption, I’m still having 
my health evaluated, receiv-
ing any needed vaccines, and 
waiting to have my spay sur-
gery. If you’re interested in 

adopting me please watch our website www.hswestmi.
org to see when I’m posted on the list of available ani-
mals. It will likely be this weekend that I become available 
for adoption. I was also transferred in with a number of 
other puppies of a variety of breeds. Some of our furry 
HSWM friends will be available for adoption at the Pet 
Expo at the Deltaplex this Saturday and Sunday.

Maya – Female Domestic Long Hair
I’m a sweet 7 year 
old cat looking for 
my forever home.  
I’m a quiet cat 
who likes to relax, 
nap, and will event 
watch movies or 
tv with my favorite 
people. I do also like 
to play with toys and love belly rubs. Please come meet 
me at Humane Society of West Michigan. My adoption 
fee is waived due to generous grant funding. 

Humane Society of West Michigan is open 
Tuesday-Friday 12-7, Saturday & Sunday 11-4. 

For more information on the Humane 
Society of West Michigan, call (616) 453-
8900 or visit them at 3077 Wilson NW,  

just ½ mile north of  Three Mile Road during 
adoption hours or visit www.hswestmi.org
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DeaDLINe: Mon. by 5pm 
NO BILLINg - All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

PriCing: $12.00 for first 25 words,
20¢ for each additional word (pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call 616.696.3655

CLASSIFIEDS

Critter
Corner

Award

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

AUCtion

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAl lOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • no Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655

P   STThe

PETS of the WEEk

Help 
WAnted

ServiCeS

StorAge

• Lost 
• Found 
• Free

Animal Ads
are FREE 

in the Post
696-3655

to good 
homes

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

reAl eStAte

Humane Society of West Michigan’s

small ads 
make ¢ents
for details call

696-3655

AFFORDABLE &
DEPENDABLE
OvER 10 yEARs OF sERvicE 

616-893-6138
• Tree Removal
• Tree Trimming
• Stump Grinding
• Lawn Maintenance
• Snow Plowing
• Sidewalk Shoveling
• De-icing

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 
616-696-1100

Considering 
Moving?

Consider 
us!

ClaSSifiedS 
are online @ 

cedarspringspost.com/classifieds/

WAnt 
to bUy

Bentley is a 10 year old 
Boston Terrier with lots of 
spunk. He was surrendered 
by no fault of his own. He gets 
along well with other dogs 
and walks well on a leash. 
He’s happiest when he is cud-
dled up to you in a blanket. 
I’ve even taken him running, 
and he can do it! 
He’s already neutered and up 
to date on his shots, he got a 
clean bill of health at his vet 
check up recently.
He will instantly capture your 
heart! He’s available though 
Midwest Boston Terrier 
Rescue for $200, and is locat-
ed in Grand Rapids, MI.

Call 1-616-204-6832, or 
visit midwestbtrescue.org

PET of the WEEk
CedaR aniMal HospiTal’s

Cedar
animal Hospital

3705 Gentleway
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

 ph: (616) 696-1212

Sponsored by 

Wanted: A piano or organ, 
exercise equipment and game 
room equipment that you would 
supply to the proposed Liberty 
Lodge/Veteran’s @ Home 
facility at a reasonable cost. 
Thank you. Bob Truesdale 616-
238-4899. #11-14b 

PM Standby Driver/AM 
Substitute Bus Driver for 
Kent City Schools. 2.00 hours 
per day (2:15-4:15) (standby 
rate is $13.00 per hour. If 
driving hourly rate is $16.37 to 
start/ $16.59 after probationary 
period. AM Substitute is a on 
call only. All applicants must 
pass the following; Physical, 
Criminal Background Check, 
Drug testing, Fingerprints. 
Please contact Kurt Johnson 
616.299.9510 / 616.678.7641. 
#10-13b 

The Cedar Springs Library 
is inviting those who own a 
cleaning service to submit a 
bid to clean the new library. 
For more details, please call 
the Library and ask for Donna 
Clark, Library Director at 616-
696-1910. #13b

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Found: Small dog. Light brown 
color, female, found March 7th 
in the parking lot of St. John 
Paul II Catholic Church. Call 
616-799-3709. #10

Found: Young black, male, cat 
found on Sunday, March 12th in 
Cedar Springs by First St. Call 
616-696-9222. #11

Substitute Positions Available
Teachers and Classroom Aides
Creative Technologies Academy, Cedar Springs, MI 

$90-110/day - Temporary Teachers
Creative Technologies Academy is seeking interested 
individuals that could work as substitute teachers for the 
Academy. We have daily substitute teaching opportunities 
for this school year. To qualify to substitute teach in our 
school, applicants must have a transcript indicating 
completion of 90 credit hours from a four year college 
or university with a minimum 2.0 GPA or hold a valid or 
expired Michigan Teaching Certificate.

$10.00/hour - Temporary Classroom Aides
For additional information regarding classroom aide 
requirements and position details, please contact CTA.

All interested individuals 
should contact Dan George, 
Superintendent/School Leader, 
at dgeorge@ctachargers.org or 
616-696-4905.

April Fool‛s Day Surprises

P K D P E O I W Y T R A G Z L P A S
R J I J E S T E R P O L N U Y W E N
A C B U U C N V P A A P O R T Y W O
N X B U E G X B I U N A S O T T I O
K W T Y I E G N C O I G H T F B V F
S T I O E P C L V N M O E Y I F H F 
T I G H T R O P E W A L K E R N V U
E O I C B W A X Z R L B N V E P O B
R I H G N Z P T S B T S O T E P W Q
B X T O A Y J O K E R Y U E A P O 
T Y W O C J Y T A H A O N U T P O 
C O N T O R T I O N I S T N E O H W 
N O I S R P O N A Y N B V Y R P O A 
A U R N I I O P Z F E N S S I R P C
I F O B V N C S T O R Y T E L L E R
C O T O C Y U K P S O U C T Y E S O
I P C B V N C U S Q U T E I C S D B
G P A V E N T E R T A I N E R P O A 
A F J I O E P O H T E V J I O P Y T 
M C O P U P P E T E E R C I O P A S
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1. joke
2. riddle
3. hoax
4. wisecrack
5. pun

A. a puzzling question or problem: 
    the answer is hard to figure out
B. a “fresh” or “smart” remark
C. a false story told in such a way 
    as to make people think it is real 
D. something done for fun; a jest
E. clever use of a word to have 
    more than one meaning 

    All in 
Good Fun!

     Did you match each 
word to its definition?

  Aw!  C’mon, I’m not
that easy to “hook”!
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OutdOOrs

Shooting 
...continued from front page 

Up to:

$100.00 OFF

Northtown Greenville, 6481 SW Greenville Rd. Greenville 

616 -754-6101 
Delivery, Gift Certificates, and Layaway Available 

ALL OF OUR  
“HOTEL COLLECTION” MATTRESSES 

 ARE TWO SIDED  
TO INCREASE THEIR DURABILITY 

 AND LONGEVITY. 

10 to 15 YEAR WARRANTY 

Up To: 

On Any E~Hotel Collection Set 

Englander Sleep Sets  
are available in a wide range  

of comfort levels, 
 from extra firm  

to ultra plush pillow tops. 

On Any E~Hotel 
Collection Set

Trolley
...continued from page 3
by running against the trolley. Or you could just tie a rope 
around your waist and then tie it to the back of the trolley. 
That way if you got tired, it could just drag you until you 
felt rested enough to get up and run again.”

The amount the travelers would pay for each trip would 
depend on how many passengers were aboard. The more 
people traveling, the less they would pay. “There will be 30 
seats to fill on the trolley,” explained Smith. “The company 
needs $150 for each trip. If each seat is filled, that would be 
$150, and each rider would pay $5. So we recommend that 
you talk to other people in your neighborhood and see if 
they will travel with you so the price will be lower. If they 
won’t, maybe just kidnap them for the day. They will thank 
you for it later.”

For their traveling fee, riders will enjoy beautiful scenery 
and a sumptuous meal of green eggs and ham for breakfast; 
peas porridge hot for lunch; and four and twenty blackbird 
pie for dinner. Alcoholic drinks will be complementary, and 
juice and water will be $5 each.

The trolley is an open air carriage. But Smith doesn’t 
think it will be a problem. 

“Each trip is going to be a wonderful party,” noted Smith, 
“even in the wintertime. There will be a DJ, dancing, mov-
ies, and more. We’ll be so busy having fun on the way, we 
won’t notice the cold. We might even forget to shop!”

To get more information, or to purchase tickets, call 
1-800-AprilFools.

is the third year the club has travelled to this tournament 
and it is a fantastic way for the novice wrestler to end their 
year. The eight local wrestlers finished the day 21-10. 

“I’m really proud of these kids. They are out here every 
week learning new moves and driving themselves just as 
hard as the more experienced wrestlers. They are using that 
knowledge from those tough losses and pushing themselves 
to win matches. I can’t wait to get them back on the mat 
next year!” said Coach Jake Marsman.

The team placed 10th out of 76 in Most Pins/Least Time 
with 10 pins in 14:22. Chasyn Winchel was 41st over all 
with 2 in :44. Dakota Winchel placed 43rd over all with 2 
in :57. Deegan Pike was 64th over all with 2 in 2:55. Cade 
Troupe placed 93rd over all with 1 in :42. CSYWC was 
17th in over all match points with 106. Wyatt Dickinson 
came in 2nd over all in Single Match Points with 19. Cole 
Haack was 44th over all with 13.

In the 2010-2012 55lb class Chasyn Winchel placed 1st 
after 4 matches.

In the 2008-2009 58lb class Deegan Pike placed 3rd after 
7 matches.

In the 2006-2007 110lb class Dakota Winchel placed 3rd 
after 4 matches.

In the 2004-2005 100lb class Cole Haack placed 1st after 
2 matches. In the 105lb class, Gabe Gair placed 1st after 3 
matches, 54th over all in Most Pins/Least Time with 2 in 
5:45.

Youth
...continued from page 9

to six new 12-inch wells would produce man-made rapids. 
Cedar Creek would turn into Cedar Rapids!

The rapids will run from Algoma Ave., where it cross-
es under the road at approximately five different locations. 
“The increased pressure with the widening of “target” areas 
will make it a prime recreational waterway,” said a spokes-
person for the project. “This will bring in new business to 
all of Cedar Springs.”

An investor from Kayak Adventures Inc., has already ap-
proached the city council and is hoping to get the o.k. to 
open business soon.

A spokesperson for the company explained why Cedar 
Creek. “This waterway is great for those who wish to learn 
the art of Kayaking. It’s smaller and more manageable then 
larger rivers, so anyone can master the sport without the 
fear of drowning. You can’t drown because if your Kayak 
overturns, you can just stand up and walk to shore!”

Other future uses include winter log-rolling lessons put 
on by the Cedar Springs Fire Department, duck races, ca-
noe rentals, extreme apple bobbing and a tubing flotilla to 
be held as a new Red Flannel event this fall.

Currently, the city is taking bids from local engineering 
companies in the private sector. Officials estimate comple-
tion sometime next April, around the 1st.

Kayaking
...continued from page 2

the struggle in the garage, and that there was a handgun in the 
console of the truck, which Jonathan would have access to. 
He called 911 to report that fact, and reiterated to them that 
he felt his brother was having a manic episode.

During that second call, Deputies John Tuinhoff and Jason 
Wiersma arrived on scene. Deputy Tuinhoff indicated that 
after listening next to the closed garage doors, he could hear 
keys jingling. So the two deputies entered the house from the 
front and spoke with Stephen, who told them that Jonathan 
had told him to get a gun and shoot him with it.

When the deputies approached Jonathan in the garage, 
he had nothing in his hands. Deputy Wiersma holstered his 
gun, and Tuinhoff had his taser pointed at him. Jonathan was 
mumbling to himself, appeared disoriented, and would not 
respond to verbal commands. 

Jonathan walked toward the door of the home, and Deputy 
Wiersma asked him if was ok, and told him that he needed 
to check him for weapons. Deputy Tuinhoff said Jonathan 
began to swing his arms violently, beating Deputy Wiersma 
repeatedly on his head and body. Deputy Tuinhoff could not 
deploy his taser because of the struggle and instead tried to 
help physically restrain Jonathan. 

But Jonathan was tall and quite strong, and the three of 
them stumbled towards the door to the house, with Jonathan 
still beating Deputy Wiersma, while trying to push him down 
the stairs. Deputy Tuinhoff tried to stop it, but the two went 
tumbling down 15 stairs to the basement. The fight continued 
at the bottom of the steps, and Wiersma deployed his taser at 
Jonathan, but it had no effect, most likely due to the clothing 
he was wearing.

During the struggle at the bottom of the steps, Jonathan 
went unsuccessfully for Deputy Wiersma’s duty belt, and 
then struck the deputy on the back of the head with some un-
known hard object. Deputy Tuinhoff attempted to grab Jon-
athan’s arm, and Jonathan jumped up on boxes, then struck 
Tuinhoff on the top left side of the head with a hard object, 
stunning him. Jonathan then jumped on him and tried to grab 
his gun as well. He then slashed at the deputy with a sharp 
object across his chest while laughing. The deputy tried to 
protect himself with his hands, and then Jonathan ran up the 
steps.

Deputy Tuinhoff told Wiersma he had been hit with some-
thing sharp, possibly a knife. Wiersma ran up the steps, and 
then Tuinhoff told him it might be a broken bottle instead. 
Evidence found later showed broken bottles at the bottom of 
the steps and a broken coffee cup.

Wiersma said that they ran towards the doorway leading to 
the house, which he could see was open. He said that Jona-
than was just inside the house and turned to look at him, and 
gave him a crazed smile. Wiersma was about eight feet away, 
and said Jonathan was holding a sharp object of some kind at 
waist level. He said he backed up slightly and drew his pistol, 
and told Jonathan to drop the weapon. “At this point I knew 
the suspect’s brother’s life was potentially now in danger as 
well because the suspect now had access to the home once 
again,” said Wiersma. He went on to say that the suspect did 
not drop the weapon, but reached over with his left hand and 
slammed the door closed.

Becker said that Deputy Wiersma now felt that Stephen 
was in immediate danger of being attacked by Jonathan. 

Jonathan had struck him with some weapon, had attempted 
to stab Deputy Tuinhoff with something, and had attacked 
his brother previously, which led them to be dispatched to 
the home. Deputy Wiersma indicated that what was going 
through his mind was that Jonathan was in “a manic state 
of mind, my knowledge that he had used drugs and alcohol, 
his previous statement about having his brother shoot him, 
and currently being still armed with a dangerous weapon and 
possibly a gun, I had no other option than shooting to stop 
the suspect.” After the suspect slammed the door, Wiersma 
immediately fired four shots through the door, three of which 
struck Jonathan, with two of them being fatal. 

“Applying the law to the facts as they occurred in this in-
cident, it is clear that Deputy Wiersma was justified in using 
deadly force in the defense of another person,” stated Becker.

He said it was not surprising that the two officers could not 
subdue Jonathan, since it took four officers to subdue him in 
an incident at his parents home in May 2016.

While Tuinhoff was stabbed with something sharp, and 
Wiersma believed Jonathan had a weapon while at the top 
of the steps, he did not. Right in the area where the shoot-
ing occurred, keys were found in some shoes. This may be 
what the deputy mistook for a sharp object. They also did 
not know if he had the gun. He did not. It was found in the 
console of the truck.

“Under the law, the fact that the deputy was wrong about 

Jonathan being armed does not impact the decision. Based 
on the evidence, when he acted, Deputy Wiersma honestly 
and reasonably believed that Stephen was in danger of being 
killed or seriously injured. Because his belief was honest and 
reasonable, Deputy Wiersma could, and did, act at once to 
defend Stephen,” wrote Becker.

Both officers were injured during the struggle. Deputy Wi-
ersma had a cut on the back of his head and a red mark on 
the back of his head near his left ear. There were abrasions 
on his knuckles, a large bruise on the front and inner portion 
of his thigh, and contusion on his elbow. He was treated for a 
closed head injury. Deputy Tuinhoff, had cuts on his hand, as 
well as cuts on his left forearm and abrasions on his hairline. 
He was also treated for a closed head injury.

“There is no question that this incident is directly attrib-
utable to the fact that Jonathan had suffered from severe 
mental illness since the time he was 18 years of age,” noted 
Becker. “By all accounts, he was an intelligent, much loved 
son and brother, who would not engage in the sort of violent 
behavior he exhibited that night if he was not suffering from 
the effects of his severe mental illness combined with the 
consumption of alcohol. These manic episodes had occurred 
over Jonathan’s lifetime, he was impacted that night, and 
clearly was not in his correct state of mind when all of this 
occurred. This is a complete tragedy for everyone involved.”
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CALL NOW FOR YOUR FREE INFORMATION KIT AND DVD!

1-855-402-0108

According to the Center for Disease Control, 
one in three seniors will suffer a fall this year!

Acorn Stairlifts has an A
+
 Rating with the 

Better Business Bureau, and is the only 
stairlift in the world to earn the Ease of Use 

Commendation from the Arthritis Foundation.

A PERFECT SOLUTION FOR:

Anyone who struggles 
on the stairs

Those with mobility issues

Arthritis and COPD sufferersü
ü
ü

*Not valid on previous purchases. Not valid with any other offers or discounts. Not valid on refurbished models. Only valid towards 
purchase of a NEW Acorn Stairlift directly from the manufacturer. $250 discount will be applied to new orders. Please mention this 
ad when calling. License where required: AZ ROC 278722, CA 942619, MN LC670698, OK 50110, OR CCB 198506, RI 88, WA 
ACORNSI894OB, WV WV049654, MA HIC169936, NJ 13VH07752300, PA PA101967, CT ELV 0425003-R5.

THE
PURCHASE
OF A NEW

ACORN
STAIRLIFT!

MENTION THIS AD FOR

PURCHASEPURCHASE
OF A NEW

STAIRLIFT!STAIRLIFT!

The best walk-in tub just got better with breakthrough technology! Presenting the all new Safe Step Walk-In Tub 
featuring MicroSoothe.® An air system so revolutionary, it oxygenates, softens and exfoliates skin, turning your bath 
into a spa-like experience. Constructed and built right here in America for safety and 
durability from the ground up, and with more standard features than any other tub.

✓ Heated seat providing warmth from beginning to end

✓  Carefully engineered hydro-massage jets strategically placed to target sore 
muscles and joints

✓  High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime warranty on the 
entire tub

✓  Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low, affordable price

You’ll agree – there just isn’t a better, more affordable walk-in tub on the market. 

Call today and receive 
exclusive savings of

$1500 OFF
FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY

Call Toll-Free 1-844-418-8429

M
AD

E IN THE U.S.A.

WITH PRIDE

Financing available 
with approved credit

      NORTH AMERICA’S 

#1 SellingWalk-In Tub

CSLB 983603  F13000002885  13HV08744300

1-844-418-8429For your FREE information kit 
and DVD, and our Senior 

Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

Walk-In Tub

     Advanced Air System– 

Introducing MicroSoothe!

P   STThe
Empowering community

with NEWS

brought to you by your local businesses!
#shopthepost
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O�er for new and qualifying former customers only. Important Terms and Conditions:  Quali�cation:  Advertised price requires credit quali�cation and eAutoPay. Upfront activation and/or receiver upgrade fees may apply based 
on credit quali�cation. O�er ends 4/5/17. 2-Year Commitment:  Early termination fee of $20/mo. remaining applies if you cancel early. Included in 2-year price guarantee at $39.99 advertised price:  Flex Pack plus one add-on Pack, 
HD service fees, and equipment for 1 TV. Included in 2-year price guarantee at $54.99 advertised price:  America's Top 120 Plus programming package, Local channels and Regional Sports Networks (where available), HD service 
fees, and equipment for 1 TV. Included in 2-year price guarantee for additional cost:  Programming package upgrades ($54.99 for AT120+, $64.99 for AT200, $74.99 for AT250), monthly fees for additional receivers ($7 per additional 
TV, receivers with additional functionality may be $10-$15) and monthly DVR service fees ($10). NOT included in 2-year price guarantee or advertised price (and subject to change):  Taxes & surcharges, add-on programming 
(including premium channels), Protection Plan, and transactional fees. Premium Channels:  Subject to credit quali�cation. After 3 mos., you will be billed $60/mo. for HBO, Cinemax, Showtime, Starz and DISH Movie Pack unless you 
call to cancel.  Other:  All packages, programming, features, and functionality are subject to change without notice. After 6 mos., you will be billed $8/mo. for Protection Plan unless you call to cancel. After 2 years, then-current 
everyday prices for all services apply. For business customers, additional monthly fees may apply. Free standard professional installation only. © 2016 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and 
service marks are the property of Home Box O�ce, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. With 
PrimeTime Anytime record ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC plus two channels. With addition of Super Joey record two additional channels. Commercial skip feature is available at varying times, starting the day after airing, for select primetime 
shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC recorded with PrimeTime Anytime. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 6/01/16. 
Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an Internet-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. All new customers are subject to a one time processing fee.

Call 1-844-274-6079
All offers require credit qualification and 24-month commitment and early termination fee with eAutoPay

Free Streaming Free Installation Free HD-DVR

Every Channel + Recorded Shows
on all of your devices

On Up to 6 Rooms Record 16 Shows at once
& 2000 Hrs of Storage 

Our Best Deal Ever!

Get A Free Savings Estimate

Get Out Of Debt Without Bankruptcy

Call now and speak 
with a debt specialist today

LESS STRESS AND LOWER DEBT IS ONLY A PHONE CALL AWAY

888-676-1954

See How Quickly You Can Be Debt Free

No Upfront Fees And No Obligation

*Minimum $10,000 unsecured debt required

STRESSING OUT
ABOUT YOUR

DEBT?
Let
National Debt Relief
help you


