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School board 
hires new 
superintendent
By Judy reed

Associate Superintendent David Cairy 
received a standing ovation from 200 staff 
members, parents, and community members 
after his final interview Wednesday evening, 
but he didn’t get the votes from the Board of 
Education.

Instead, they voted 5-2 to hire Dr. Laura 
VanDuyne, a candidate from California, who 
has ties to the area and was looking to move 
back to Michigan. She has served as Exec-
utive Director of the State SELPA, Contra 
Costa Special Education Joint Powers Au-
thority since 2010.

The decision angered and saddened many 
who were present for the interviews. 

Trustees Shannon Vanderhyde and Jeff 
Gust were the two dissenting votes. 

The board had the public fill out feedback 
forms after the interviews and turn them in, 
and the board sifted through them during 
recess. They then took a straw poll to see 
where they stood. 

Vanderhyde said that she was saddened by 
the direction the board seemed to be mov-
ing in. She said that one of the comments on 
the feedback form stuck with her, that Lau-
ra would have a big learning curve. “I don’t 
want my three kids to have a big learning 
curve,” she said. “I want them to have the 
best of the best. With Dave, we can start to-
morrow.”

Trustee Todd Hanson said he didn’t think 
there would be a huge learning curve, noting 
that staff would still be there doing a great 
job. “And if not, then maybe they are not as 
loyal as they say,” he remarked. 

The remark brought a big boo from the 
crowd, and several people walked out.

Vanderhyde questioned why they bothered 
to get the feedback if they weren’t going to 
use it.

Trustee Joe Marckini said he must’ve got-
ten different feedback than Shannon, and 
that he was out talking to people. And if peo-
ple didn’t like his decision, they could recall 
him. 

Trustee Patricia Eary thought an outsider 
would bring a fresh perspective. President 
Brooke Nichols said she had a gut feeling 
about Van Duyne the first time she inter-
viewed.

Those who voted for Van Duyne—Presi-
dent Brooke Nichols, Todd Hanson, Patricia 
Eary, Matt Shoffner, and Joe Marckini—
all had good things to say about Cairy, but 
seemed to feel that Van Duyne had the skills 
to move the district forward. 

Shoffner remarked that he felt the two of 
them working together—Van Duyne a global 
thinker and Cairy a detailed thinker—would 
make a good team.

After the official vote, the silence in the 
room was deafening. Trustee Shannon Van-
derHyde dissolved into tears. 

Some members approached the board and 
thanked them for their work, while others 
left the room or talked quietly among them-
selves.

A committee will work on contract nego-
tiations with Van Duyne, and then bring that 
back to the board for approval.
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Police seek water tower vandals
By Judy reed

A white water tower. A buck-
et of paint. An abandoned lad-
der. The cover of darkness. And 
someone who loves The Post. It 
was the perfect storm for a hit 
and run graffiti event in Cedar 
Springs last night.

Police are looking this morn-
ing for the person(s) who painted 
the logo of The Cedar Springs 
Post newspaper on the city’s wa-
ter tower on Pine Street.

“I didn’t hear a thing,” said one 
neighbor. “I saw a forklift there 
yesterday evening, but thought 
they were just going to do some 
maintenance.”

People gawked as they drove 
by, causing a couple of minor 
traffic crashes. That’s when po-
lice discovered the vandalism.

“It’s actually pretty good,” 
said one officer. “I’ve never seen 
graffiti that looked so profession-
al. I think we are looking for an 
expert.”

The graffiti also gave the city 
council an idea. “I think we 

Music is back for this year’s Founders day, along with 
several other events. 

Put on your long underwear and head out to the 
second annual Founders Day weekend, Friday and 
Saturday, March 28 and 29. The Cedar Springs 
Area Chamber of Commerce invites young and 
old alike to come out and help celebrate this spe-
cial event.

The event kicks off Friday with a new addi-
tion—a children’s street fair from 4-7 p.m. at the 
heated tent on the corner of Main and Ash Street. 
There will be music, a balloon man, face painting, 
storytelling, and a ventriloquist/magician. There 
will also be carnival games and other events going 
on during the entire three hours such as ring toss, 
beanbag toss, duck pond, bucket bonanza, crafts, 
a log cabin to play in, a real lumberjack, model 
trains, wooden train sets, and a petting zoo courte-
sy of Double K Farms and 4H.

Saturday has more in store. The Cedar Springs 
Public Library will host pioneer crafts and story-
telling from 10 to 1 p.m. at the Library. The Cedar 
Springs Historical Museum will be open from 11 
to 3 p.m., and host several different presentations 
at the museum as well.The Saturday evening free 
concert is back at the Ash Street tent from 4-10 

Want to win a newspaper?
The owner of The Cedar 

Springs Post, Lois Allen, 
has been publishing the 
“small town” newspaper 
with stories and informa-
tion relevant to families in 
the northern Kent County 
area for over twenty years.

Starting publication in the 
late 1980s, Allen is hoping 
to get a well-deserved rest 
from the newspaper busi-
ness. “I could use a vacation,” said Allen. “I haven’t 
had one in 25 years.”

She continued, “I set 
out to create the best local 
newspaper I could, and I 
think I’ve done that. The 
Post is great. I think it’s 
the perfect reflection of the 
community spirit here and 
I’m proud to be a part of 
it,” said Allen. 

But now after decades of 
working to keep the strug-
gling newspaper going, she 

is considering her options. “I’ve tried to get in 
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Tree 
Removal

Addition
Preparation

Driveway
RepairYard

Re-grating

Farm
Clearing

For ALL Your Excavating Needs...

Septic
System

NEW or
 REPAIRS

Demolition

636-5163
Cell: 616-437-699617950 PINE LAKE DR. • SAND LAKE

STATE LICENSED  |  INSURED

COMMERCIAL • RESIDENTIAL
Total Site Preparation

Homes: 
• Sand
• Top Soil 
• Gravel
• Crushed Concrete
• Driveways
• Prep for New Homes
• Basements
• Additions
• Tree Removal
• Yard Re-grading

Farms: 
• Ditching
• Tiling
• Fence Rows
• Land Clearing
• Demolition

Owner Richard Opper

OVER 36 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Rowland’s
suRplus outlet

Muskegon St.
Cedar Springs

Also visit our Greenville location public waRehouse 
for the same great deals - 1205 W.  Washington St. • Greenville

616-696-9716

do You need to MoVe wateR?

UTILITY PUMPS
brand
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 we have a fantastic deal on

Nobody Wins 
the $1,000,000!

Nobody came 
forward to 
point out 
the mis-
spelled word 
in our last is-
sue. Too bad. We 
would have award-
ed a large cash prize, 
probably $1,000,000.

Don’t start looking 
for it now. It’s too late for 
that. Just let this be a les-
son to you. Don’t procrasti-
nate on important stuff.

Actually, The Post staff 
is rather glad nobody found 
the word and won the prize. 
We’ve had a great time 
spending the money on 
ourselves this week. Lavish 
Parties, expensive clothes, 
fast boats. You should see 
the Llamborgini sports car 

parked in front of our office. 
Maybe we’ll misspell an-

other word some time. Be 
on the lookout. 

Corrections officers arrested on drug charges
A call last week from a 

local U.S. Post Office about 
a suspicious package ended 
in the arrest of one sergeant 
and three corrections offi-
cers—all 20-year-plus vet-
erans of the Kent County 
Sheriff Department.

According to Undersheriff 
Jon Hess and Sheriff Larry 
Stelma, the Kent Area Nar-
cotics Enforcement Team 
(KANET) was called on 
March 17, 2014, to inspect a 
suspicious package. The in-
vestigation led to a suspect 
responsible for the package, 
which contained marijuana. 
Investigators discovered the 
suspects were making and/
or in possession of a large 
quantity of marijuana ex-
tract called “marijuana but-
ter.”

The four suspects arrest-
ed are Kent County Sheriff 
Department Corrections Of-
ficers: Corrections Sergeant 

Tim Bernhardt, a 22-year 
veteran, charged with Deliv-
ery/Manufacture Marijuana 
and Conspiracy to Deliver/
Manufacture a Controlled 
Substance; Corrections 
Officer Mike Frederick, 
24-year veteran charged 
with Delivery/Manufacture 
Marijuana and Possession 
of a Controlled Substance; 
Corrections Officer Todd 
VanDoorne, 22-year veteran 
charged with Possession of 
a Controlled Substance and 
Maintaining a Drug House; 
Corrections Officer Brian 

Tennant, a 20-year veter-
an charged with Delivery/
Manufacture Marijuana and 
Possession of a Controlled 
Substance.

The suspects were ar-
raigned on March 21, 2014, 
at the 63rd District Court in 
front of Judge Servaas. Bond 
was set at $2,000.00, and the 
employees were placed on 
administrative leave.

According to Sheriff Stel-
ma, the Sheriff Department 
did a comprehensive inter-
nal investigation as a result 
of the arrests. Four addi-

tional Correctional Officers 
were placed on paid ad-
ministrative leave and were 
administered drug testing to 
exclude their involvement in 
criminal activity. Their test 
results were negative and 
those four Corrections Of-
ficers were cleared of crim-
inal wrong-doing and have 
been returned to full duty.

They believe the original 
four officers arrested were 
acting alone and that no oth-
er offices were involved in 
the criminal activity.

tim Bernhardt Mike Frederick todd Vandoorne Brian tennant

Post goes to Washington

Creative Technologies Kindergarten Teacher receives award

It’s quick. It’s easy. All you have to do is read the newspa-
per. That’s right! Read the stories and read the ads. Identify 
the fake ads (2 of them), AND the fake stories (4 of them) 
and you could win a fast $20! Email us at news@cedar-
springspost.com with your guesses by Monday, March 31, 
at 5 p.m. Include your name, address and phone number in 
the email. Or you can drop off your entry here at 36 E. Ma-
ple. One winner will be chosen out of all the correct entries 
received by the deadline. 

Joan Maycroft and her 
daughter, Renee Sizemore, 
took the Post and went on a 
trip to visit Joan’s mother in 
Pasco, Washington, in Janu-
ary. Pasco is located in the 
southeast part of Washing-
ton, in what is known as the 
Tri-Cities area—it includes 

Pasco, Richland and Kenne-
wick. 

“They are located at the 
spot where the Snake River 
and the mighty Columbia 
Rivers converge, an area 
rich in agriculture and fish-
ing,” explained Maycroft.

She said her daughter 

wanted to see the moun-
tains, which they saw plenty 
of when they took a road trip 
along the Columbia River 
in Oregon, where they were 
able to see Mount Hood and 
Mount Baker. 

Thanks for taking us with 
you, Joan!

Are you going on vaca-
tion? Take the Post with you 
and snap some photos. Then 
send them to us with some 
info to news@cedarspring-
spost.com or mail them to 
Post travels, PO Box 370, 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319. 
We will be looking for yours!

the CtA team of teachers supporting the kindergarten class and two students 
with down syndrome. (L to R) Sarah Classen, special education teacher; Lauren 
Bostic, kindergarten teacher and award recipient; Grace Middlebrook, student; 
Adyson Merritt, student; Susan Vanenk, teacher aide.

Meredith Lange of the down Syndrome Asso-
ciation of West Michigan presented Lauren 
Bostic with the educator of the Year Award.

In recognition of World 
Down Syndrome Day on 
March 21, the Down Syn-
drome Association of West 
Michigan (DSAWM) rec-
ognized and honor Lauren 
Bostic, kindergarten teach-
er at Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA) in Cedar 
Springs, with West Michi-
gan’s Educator of the Year 
Award.

“We are thrilled to pres-
ent this award to Lauren. 
Her commitment to serv-
ing the needs of her stu-
dents is exemplified both 
in and out of the classroom, 
said Executive Director of 
DSAWM, Melissa Werk-
man. “Focused on recog-
nizing teachers who include 
students with Down syn-

drome in learning oppor-
tunities in classrooms with 
typically developing peers, 
enhancing the lives of stu-
dents through educational 
practices and serving as role 
models for their fellow edu-
cators, this award was initi-
ated to bring attention to the 
many teachers in our ser-
vice area, such as Lauren, 
who work tirelessly every 
day to improve the learning 
environment for students 
with special needs.”

Katie Merritt, whose sev-
en-year-old daughter, Adys-
on, has Down syndrome and 
has been in Lauren’s class 
for two years, nominated 
Bostic. In her nomination, 
she shared that Bostic takes 
the time to learn methods 

that the different therapists 
are using and incorporates 
those for her entire class to 
use. For instance, her stu-
dents do not always stand 

in a straight line and walk 
to their destination, but in-
stead, they incorporate var-
ious gross motor skills and 

Whose pothole is it anyway?
A dispute over 

legal boundaries 
has left motorists 
dodging a crater in 
the middle of the 
road and no one to 
appeal to.

A pothole at 
White Creek and 
Shady Lane has 
been steadily 
growing this win-
ter, in part due to 
an underground 
spring. The other 
reason is lack of 
road maintenance. 
And that won’t be 
remedied anytime 
soon, because the pothole is—quite literally—in no man’s 
land.

With road budgets dwindling and projects being scaled 
back, the city and townships began looking at critical areas 
to repair. While looking at this particular intersection, the city 
discovered that due to a legal technicality, it was not included 
in the 425 agreement with Solon Township and therefore not 
in the city’s jurisdiction.  

“We’ve been maintaining that intersection for years,” said a 
city spokesperson. “But we can’t afford to use taxpayer money 
to repair something that doesn’t belong to us.”

Solon Township 
disagrees with that 
perspective. “They 
should honor the 
spirit of the agree-
ment,” they said. 
“There is nothing 
in that agreement 
that shows it be-
longs to us either.” 

In the meantime, 
drivers are getting 
flat tires and bot-
toming out in the 
hole. “It’s really 
bad when it snows 
because you can’t 
see the hole,” said 
one driver, who 

has had his car in the shop three times due to the pothole.  “It’s 
ridiculous that they can’t fix it. Does someone have to get 
hurt?”

Kent County was contacted to see if they could help repair 
the road, but they said they don’t have the money for anything 
north of 14 Mile Road. 

A new community group called the “Shady Lane pothole 
initiative” is looking for donations of cash to help solve the 
problem. They plan to hold a meeting on Tuesday, April 1 at a 
local tavern to discuss whether to use the cash to fill the hole 
or use the money to pay for their drinks. 

should rent out the tower once a month to any interested business 
that wants to put their logo on it,” said one councilor. “It might 
help offset some of our budget problems.”

The councilor didn’t specify how much they might charge, but 
said it would be in the $2,499 range. “And they would have to 
paint it themselves, or we wouldn’t make any money,” he noted.

The Post editor caught up with Post publisher Lois Allen at a 
local hardware store, while she was trying to return some paint. 
“It just isn’t the right red,” she said, wiping her hand on a paint 
smock she was wearing. But she thought it was great that some-
one painted the Post logo on the water tower.  “I hope they don’t 
get caught,” she added.

If you have any info on who might have painted the water tow-
er, please 616-APRIL-FOOLS.

walk like a bear or a crab in order to use different muscles 
and complement what the therapists are doing. Merritt also 
noted the extra attention Lauren invested during the sum-
mer by continuing to meet with Adyson on a regular basis. 

“We all know our children hold amazing potential, but 
without the help of great teachers and staff, that potential 
can never be achieved. We are so thankful for everything 
that Miss Bostic, Mrs. VanEnk and all the staff at CTA have 
done to support our children,” commented Merritt.

CTA held a presentation on March 21 for its kindergarten 
through eighth grade students to recognize Lauren and also 
to bring awareness to Down syndrome.

“Miss Bostic has been a dedicated teacher at Creative 
Technologies Academy since 2008. Her compassion and 
skills in working with young children are phenomenal,” 
said Dan George, CTA Superintendent. “She has a won-
derful ability to work with students with special needs and 
she is devoted to helping her students succeed to their max-
imum ability.”

Teacher
...continued from page 2

p.m. and all ages are welcome. This year’s concert features 
the bands Signal Trip and the Youz Guys Band. Food will 
be available to purchase from The Grilling Company and 
will feature pulled pork, brisket, and sides. Beer (including 
a local craft beer) and hard ciders will also be available to 
purchase. See ad on page 5 for details.

Founders
...continued from front page 
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Church

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm

Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

Pastor: Robert Eckert
sunday Worship: 10 aM

Bible study: 11:15 aM Monday

enhance fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
www.coumc.com

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 5pm
Sunday Youth Group 6:30pm 
Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

F i r s 
b a p t i s t  c h u r c h

of cedar springs

233 S. Main Street
696-1630

























Pastor Mary Ivanov

sunday schedule:
TWO WOrshIP serVIces  at 9:00 a.m.
 and 11:30 a.m.

suPerVIsed nursery care PrOVIded
10:00 a.m.  coffee Fellowship downstairs
10:15 a.m.  christian education FOr all aGes

Mary Queen of Apostles Church/St. Clara Mission
Roman Catholic Faith Community

One W. Maple | Sand Lake, MI | 636-5671
Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm
Mass at St. Clara (4584 N. Bailey Rd., Coral, MI) Easter-October  

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

Blessed John Paul II Parish
Roman Catholic Faith Community
3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30pm • Sundays at 10:00 am & 5:00 pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sundays @ 
9:45 AM 

& 11:15 AM

135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Oak & Grant) | 616.696.2970
w w w. t h e s p ri n g s c h u rc h . i n f o

Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

two Services: 
9:30AM & 
11:15AM
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Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

     Pioneer Christian Reformed Church 
  Services at Cedarfield Community Center 
      3592 17 Mile RD NE (Next to Meijer) 
 Phone: 696-9120  Web: www.pioneercrc.org 
           Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM 
                     Pastor: Jim Alblas   
 

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pastor: Jim Alblas

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller

Worship Service 9:30 am • Children’s Church 9:30 am
Family Night - Thursdays 5:30-7pm

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

Directory

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

By ronnie McBrayer

Keeping the Faith
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JOKE
of theWeek

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

ometownometown
HappeningsHH

Hometown	Happenings	articles	are	a	community	service	for	non-profit	
agencies only. due to popular demand for placement in this section, we 
can no longer run all articles. deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This 
is not guaranteed space. articles will run as space allows. Guaranteed 
placement is $10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can email your 
hometown happenings to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please 
include name and phone number for any questions we may have.

Arts/entertAinment

The Cedar Springs Area Chamber of Commerce presents, 

Cedar Springs

Signal Trip

The

Friday & Saturday, March 28th-29th

Brought to you by: 
Take Two Game Shop, 
Vanderhyde Ford, 
REMAX United (Laura Ensley agent), 
Independent Bank, 
Perry’s Place Herbal Teas & More, 
Curves - Cedar Springs, 
Alpha Omega Coffee & Games, 
The Cedar Chest Resale Shop, 
Wolfe Construction, 
and Huck’s Corner

@ 3PM

ConCert BBQ&

Children’s Street Fair - Friday, March 28
4-7PM @ the ConCert tent on Ash St. (across from City Hall)

•	 Music
•		 Balloon	Man
•		 Face	Painting
•		 Ventriloquist	&	Magician	“Charles	Mabie”

•		 Kids	Carnival	Games	
•	 Petting	Zoo	by	Double	K	Farms	&	

Animal	Junction	4-H
•	 Meet	a	“Real”	Lumberjack

3-10PM @ the ConCert tent on Ash St. 

Founders Day
Celebration

Saturday, March 29

Cedar Springs Museum oPen 11am-3pm

Come See

&

(across from City Hall)

Cedar Springs Public Library 10am-1pm
Pioneer Storytelling  & CraftsPl

uS
For info call 616-773-5126

Admission 

FREE
All ages

Fully 
heated 

tent
Heat provided by 

Holton’s LP Gas

Kent theatre
DIGITAL Movies at the

now Showing

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW

ShowtimeS:  Friday:  6PM • 9PM | Saturday:  3PM • 6PM • 9PM
Sunday:  3PM • 6PM

aPril 4 • 5 • 6

DIGITAL Movie Tickets ONLY $3.00
Live on StageShakespearean comedy 

apriL 11 & 12

coMing Soon:

7 4 6 9
An Evening 

with the Bard

10 am Sunday worship  (616)784-1111
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont
(corner of Pine Island, 1/4 mile west of Exit 95 of US 131)

www.holyspiritbelmont.org
New Ideas, Traditional Worship

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church

Free meal at OLC Family Center
Apr. 3,17: God’s Kitchen North welcomes Northern Kent 
County families to join us for an evening meal on Thursday, 
April 3rd & April 17th. No charge – No registration 
required. Served from 6-7 p.m. at Our Lady of Consolation 
Family Center, 4865 11 Mile Rd. NE in Rockford.  #13

Giant Book Sale
Apr. 3-5: The Sand Lake/Nelson Township Library Book 
sale will be held April 3-5 at the Sand Lak VFW Hall. There 
are 50 tables of books, CD’s, magazines and more at great 
prices. Thursday, April 3 from 10 am to 7 pm, Friday, April 
4 from 10 am to 7 pm, and Saturday, April 5 from 10 am to 
2 pm. There will be a $2 bag sale on Saturday. #13

Tom Plunkard: Beyond Magic – Show 
and Workshop

Apr. 9: Prepare to be 
astounded! Stick around 
after the show for a short 
workshop on how to perform 
some of his tricks. For all 
ages. Wednesday, April 9 at 
6:30 pm at the Sand Lake/
Nelson Township KDL 
Branch, 88 Eighth St. #13

In Loving Memory

ROBERT E. HIBBARD
September 1, 1936 to March 28, 2007

We miss you Bob.

Love,
Pat and Children, Grandchildren and 

Great grandchildren.

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 years

WHAT WE CARRy

Quite simply, when one has been suf-
ficiently broken—cracked open by life’s 
experiences—then the relief and redemp-
tion they so desperately need will be there 
waiting for them. As Leonard Cohen wrote, 
“There’s a crack in everything. That’s how 
the light gets in.” And that’s exactly how 
accumulated burdens get lifted.  

Ronnie McBrayer is a syndicated colum-
nist, pastor, and author. His newest book is 
“The Gospel According to Waffle House.” 
You can read more at www.ronniemcbrayer.
me. 

Accumulate. It’s 
a dangerous little 
word that is em-
ployed to describe 
gently falling 
snow or the harm-
less growth of lint 
on the top book-
shelf. But those 
things that slowly 

accumulate can become merciless blizzards 
or a horde of cascading dust bunnies. 

What the Bible calls “trials and tribula-
tions” accumulate, too. A setback. A dis-
appointment. A protracted illness. A way-
ward child. Deep, wordless pain. Without 
a sound, the weariness of life gathers until 
one day a look out the window reveals drifts 
the size of sand dunes crushing against the 
soul. 

And sometimes it’s not the accumulation 
of various difficulties that grows so heavy; 
it’s the accumulation of time. A load that 
was once manageable becomes impossi-
ble to bear if it is carried too long. A case 
in point: consider the familiar case of the 
weighted water bottle. 

Take in your hand a water bottle. It weighs 

very little. How long can you hold it in your 
outstretched arm? A few minutes and you 
won’t be aware of the weight. Hold it for 
an hour and you will develop pain, tremors, 
and weakness. Hold it for hours on end and 
you will end up in need of a chiropractor or 
orthopedist. The bottle’s weight, over time, 
will break down even the strongest person. 

All of us suffer from accumulation: The 
accumulation of hardships or the accumu-
lation of time—what we used to bear with 
ease, is now too much. What do we do then? 
Some of us have been taught to tough it out. 
Others are taught to ignore it. 

So caught between comforters who of-
fer no comfort and burdens that cannot be 
unburdened, those who suffer usually go 
crazy, grow numb, or give up. They suffer 
in silence, the accumulating pain gathering 
oh so steadily, until they break. But in the 
breaking is the deliverance. 

Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who 
are weary and carry heavy burdens.” Ob-
viously, he was offering more than harsh 
motivation or disparaging clichés. He was 
speaking to those who needed actual relief. 
“I will give you rest for your souls,” he said.

Publish 
Your

• Birth Announcement
• Wedding Announcement
• Engagement 
• Anniversary
• Congratulations
• In Memory  
• Thank you

for only $20 
without photo
$25 with photo 

($5 per additional photo)
50 word limit 

*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject 
to additional fees by length.

*

*

in

The cure of crime is not 
in the electric chair, 

but in the high chair.

Train up a child in the way he 
should go: and when he is old, 

he will not depart from it. 
Proverbs 22:6

God’s Little insturction Book - honor Books

“Fun for 
the whole 

family!”

Fool the Family with Meatloaf Mashed Potato Cupcakes
By Janet Tharpe

Sharing Hometown Recipes, Cooking Tips and Coupons

What You Need
1 egg
3/4 c milk
3/4 c quick cooking oats
1/4 c onion finely diced
1 c cheese, shredded
1/2 tsp salt
1/2 tsp pepper
1 lb ground beef
2/3 c ketchup
2 tsp mustard
2 tbsp brown sugar
1 pkg instant potatoes  
   (4 oz)
2 tbsp butter
2 oz cream cheese

Meatloaf and 
Mashed Potato 

Cupcakes
Directions

• Preheat oven to 350 F. 
• Crack egg into a medium 
bowl. Mix in milk stirring 
well with a fork.

• Add oats, onion, cheese, 
salt and pepper. Mix well.
Add ground beef and 
combine.

• Spray cupcake/muffin 
tin with non-stick spray 
and press meat down into 
each cup.

• Mix ketchup, mustard, 
and brown sugar. Put a 
spoonful on each meat 
cake.

• Bake for about 25 
min. or until internal 
temperature reaches 160 
degrees.

• While meat cakes 
are baking, make the 
potatoes according to 
package directions. Add 
the butter and cream 
cheese. 

• Let potatoes cool slightly 
and put potatoes into a 
frosting bag with your 
favorite decorating tip 
(or resealable bag with 
corner cut off).

 • Pipe onto meatloaf 
cupcakes.

Who said cupcakes are only for dessert? Cara Roe’s 
Meatloaf and Mashed Potato Cupcakes is one 

dinner the whole family will enjoy. Kids are going love they 
can eat “cupcakes” for dinner. For added sneakiness, finely 
chop veggies and sneak them into the meatloaf ... the kids 
will never know!

See step-by-step photos of Cara’s recipe plus thousands 
more from home cooks nationwide at: 

www.justapinch.com/meatloaf
You’ll also find a meal planner, coupons and chances to 

win! Enjoy and remember, use “just a pinch”...
-Janet

www.justapinch.com/meatloaf
Submitted by: Cara Roe, Warsaw, IN (Pop. 13,559)

Brought to you by American Hometown Media

Cara Roe
Warsaw, IN

(Pop. 13,559)

Volunteers needed 
for Resurrection 
Celebration

Resurrection Celebration, 
a Cedar Springs communi-
ty production celebrating 
the good news of the Easter 
story, is back for 2014 and 
is still in need of volunteers. We w o u l d 
love to have you join us! There are many positions to fill, 
including men, women and families to be part of the Bib-
lical crowd scenes, ushers, childcare workers and food co-
ordinators. The shows will be April 19 at 2 and 7 p.m. at 
Cedar Springs High School. If you would like to help out 
in some way, meet at The Springs Church, 135 N. Grant 
Street, this Sunday, March 30, from 2-4 p.m. or contact 
Cherryl and Jan at resurrectioncelebration@outlook.com.  

Re
su

rr

ect
ion Celebration!

April Fools Day Office Pranks
1. Ring your friend before he / she goes to work and 

say “I’m so sorry to hear you got fired !” - Act surprised 
they didn’t know yet.

2. Use a 3M Post-it note placed underneath someone’s 
computer mouse - ensure that it covers the ball or the 
optical sensor on the bottom. When they go to use the 
mouse, it won’t work! On the 3M Post-it simply write 
April Fool!

3. Advertise your bosses job in the local newspaper 
(Great if you want to get fired !).
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hEALTh & FITNESS

6411 Bella Vista Dr.
Rockford, MI 49341
616-874-7255

Matt DeVreugd, D.C.
Doctor of Chiropractic

Check us out 
on Facebook!

30 Minute Massage

for $2500
Expires 5/1/2014

Limit one per customer
New Customers ONLY

60 Minute Massage

for $4500
Expires 5/1/2014

Limit one per customer
New Customers ONLYFor details, call 863-7049.

No Dental Insurance?
CedarRock Dental Care

announces its

Comprehensive Dental Plan
It can save anyone without dental insurance

hundreds, if not thousands, of dollars every year.

West Michigan Pursuit 
wrestlers going to state

Top fashion tips for 
spring and summer

Parents: spring chicks 
may carry Salmonella

Health alert: Are you at risk for 
type 2 diabetes and don’t know it?

GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT
169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
616-887-8661

Latitudes 

Chef Max Zamarripa

(231) 937-7056 or 
email zamarrim@aol.com

Our Theme 
is Freshness!

• Banquets 
• Weddings
• Graduations
• Office Parties
• Box Lunches

Catering

Roadhouse
101 East Edgerton Street
Howard City Michigan 49329
www.latitudes-steeheads.com

On Saturday, March 15 and Sunday 
March 16, MYWAY Wrestling Western Re-
gion held Regional Finals at Kenowa Hills 
High School. Wrestlers have spent the last 
four months competing in preparation for 
the tournament. Competition was fierce as 
the top wrestlers in the western region came 
to compete to place top four in their weight 
classes in order to qualify for the MYWAY 
State Finals. Twenty three Cedar Springs 
Youth Wrestlers went to regionals and sev-
enteen of those qualified for State Finals, 
four whom where Champions!

2014 Western Region Champions are Ve-
ronica Tapia at 37lb in the 5/6 age group, 
Keaton Klaasen at 52lb in the 7/8 age group, 
Landon Demorest at 47lb in the 9/10 age 
group, and Ryan Ringler at 158lb in the 
11/12 age group.

Second place finishers were Pistachio 
Gonzales at 58lb in the 5/6 age group, Tom-
my Stevens at 58lb in the 7/8 age group, 
Trevor Marsman at 63lb in the 9/10 age 
group, and Jordan Ringler at 106lb in the 
99-98 High School division. 

Third place finishers Aiden Bouwens at 
100lb in the 9/10 age group, Logan Hull 

at 85lb in the 11/12 age group and Samuel 
Couturier at 112lb in the 11/12 age group. 

Rounding out the state qualifiers in fourth 
place were Caleigh Wood at 37lb in the 5/6 
age group and Gage Gardner at 145 in the 
13-15 age group. 

Reese and Tacho Gonzales both fell one 
win short of qualifying by taking fifth place 
in their weight classes.

Cedar Springs will also be sending four 
girls to the MYWAY Girls State Champion-
ships,which will be held in conjunction with 
regular state finals. Allexis, Reese, Cora, and 
Zoe Gonzales will all be competing in the 
girls only tournament.

MYWAY State Finals will be held this 
weekend at the Kellogg Arena in Battle 
Creek, MI from Friday, March 28 until 
March Sunday, March 30. Anyone wanting 
to come out and watch the best wrestling in 
the state of Michigan can get the full sched-
ule at www.mywaywrestling.com.

Cedar Springs youth wrestlers and coach-
es would like to thank the Post and its read-
ers for their support by printing and reading 
the wrestling results each week. It has been a 
great season, with many more to come.

Last weekend was the last 
tournament before State 
Finals, which was hosted 
by Ionia. West Michigan 
Pursuit brought nine grap-
plers to compete and eight 
placed in the top four. The 
team battled 30 times with 
17 ending in victory. 

“I admire the kids who 
did not qualify for State but 
are still on the pursuit of be-
coming a Champion,” said 
Owner and Head Coach, 
Dave Andrus.” 

This week’s placements 
are as follows:

4th Place Medalists in-
clude Hannah Pienton in the 
11/12 Novice age group in 
the 75/80 lb wt class.

3rd Place Medalists in-
clude Hunter Chilcote in 
the 11/12 Novice age group 
in the 100/105 lb wt class 
and Gage Bowen in the 7/8 
Open age group in the 77 lb 
wt class.

2nd Place Medalist in-
clude Nicholas Bartolo in 
the 7/8 Novice age group 
in the 67 lb wt class, Derek 

Egan in the 11/12 Novice 
age group in the 85 lb wt 
class, Lucus Pienton in the 
13/14 Open age group in 
the 130/138 lb wt class and 
Chase Sarniak in the 4/56 
Novice age group in the 46 
lb wt class.

Champions are Landon 
Foss in the 4/5/6 age group 

in the 46 lb wt class. 
Please watch for the State 

Finals results next week, 
which will be held at the 
Kellogg Arena in Battle 
Creek. Good luck to all of 
the young grapplers com-
peting next weekend! You 
truly are The Pursuit of 
Champions!

Lucus Pienton in the 13/14 Open age group in the 130/138 lb 
wt class

Wrestlers earn championships

 (BPT) - Spring is just around the corner - time to start plan-
ning your warm-weather wardrobe updates. To help you stay 
on top of the trends for spring 2014, the experts have plenty 
of advice to share.

Lynne Riding, who is the fashion coordinator at The Art In-
stitute of Charleston, a branch of The Art Institute of Atlanta, 
and Dr. Courtney A. Hammonds, who has the same role at The 
Art Institute of Atlanta-Decatur, a branch of The Art Institute 
of Atlanta, offer some pointers.

Q: What are the top five trends for spring 2014?
A: “Look for clean, simple lines,” says Riding. “You’ll also 

see pleats, sheers and lace, and prints - both floral and graph-
ic.” Hammonds agrees that pleats, especially knife pleats, will 
be big this spring. “Graphic prints are a major trend, using 
written words embroidered or printed across ready-to-wear 
garments,” he adds. “We’ll also see accessories with metallic 
touches in gold and bronze this year.” 

Q: What are this spring’s top colors?
A: Both experts agree that lilac and other pastels are the 

most important color story for spring. Greens, especially mint 
green, are also big. “Muted and sophisticated tones predomi-
nate, although brights are also seen, particularly when paired 
with metallic touches,” Hammonds says.

Q: What one piece should everyone consider adding to her 
wardrobe to be on trend for spring?

A: “A poplin dress shirt in white, lilac or mint green is a 
great spring/summer addition,” says Riding. “It could either 
be a long wrap shirt without buttons or a long shirt worn on 
the hips with a belt.” Hammonds recommends adding a mod-
ern accessory, such as a metallic bag or clutch, statement eye 
frames, or even a metallic shoe that can go from day to night.

Some other ideas to give your wardrobe the fashion edge 
this spring? Consider a longer skirt (mid-calf or upper ankle 
length), wearing a classic shirt untucked with the bottom sev-
eral buttons undone, or an accessory with fringe. And be sure 
to hang on to fashions with color blocking. Riding says this 
trend is continuing to be popular.

Whatever you do, Hammonds advises, dare to be edgy and 
always be true to yourself and your personal style. Riding 
adds, “A trend only works if it works for you. Does it fit your 
style, your lifestyle, what’s flattering? For instance, if lilac is 
not your color, don’t add a lilac dress to your wardrobe. In-
stead, choose a flower print that includes lilac or wear a print 
skirt with lilac tones along with a crisp white shirt.”

(BPT) - Diabetes is a serious 
disease that strikes nearly 26 
million children and adults in 
the U.S., and 7 million do not 
even know they have it. An 
additional 79 million, or one 
in three American adults, have 
prediabetes, which puts them 
at high risk for developing 
type 2 diabetes.

For 26 years, the American 
Diabetes Association has set 
aside one special day for peo-
ple to learn their risk for devel-
oping type 2 diabetes. Held on 
the fourth Tuesday of every 
March, American Diabetes 
Association Alert Day (R) 
is a one-day “wake-up call” 
asking the American public 
to take the Diabetes Risk Test. 
This year’s Alert Day will be 
March 25. The Association 
will also be encouraging the 
public to start living a healthy 
and active lifestyle by asking 
them to join a Step Out: Walk 
to Stop Diabetes (R)event in 
their area.-

The Diabetes Risk-Test-asks 
users to answer simple ques-
tions about weight, age, family 
history, and other potential risk 
factors for-prediabetes-or-type 
2 diabetes. Preventive tips are 
provided for everyone who 
takes the test. For every Dia-
betes Risk Test taken, Boar’s 
Head Brand(R)—a leading 

provider of premium delica-
tessen products—will donate 
$5 to the American Diabetes 
Association starting March 25 
through April 25, 2014, up to 
$50,000.

Risk factors for type 2 dia-
betes include people who are 
overweight, are under active, 
over the age of 45 or who have 
a family history of diabetes. 
African Americans, Hispanic/
Latinos, Native Americans, 
Asian Americans and Pacif-
ic Islanders are also at higher 
risk. Understanding your risk 
for developing type 2 diabetes, 
or getting an early diagnosis, is 
critical to successful treatment 
and delaying or preventing 
some of its complications such 
as heart disease, blindness, 
kidney disease, stroke, ampu-
tation and death.

Carmen Micciche was diag-
nosed with type 2 diabetes at 

the age of 31. By then, at 400 
pounds, he’d been feeling the 
symptoms for about six years, 
yet he ignored them.

“I didn’t even know what 
diabetes was when I was di-
agnosed,” says Micciche, now 
56.

Micciche, a Subway (R) 
restaurant franchise owner, 
was so focused on building a 
successful business he ignored 
his health and suffered through 
numerous gall bladder attacks 
before finally seeing a doctor. 
After checking his blood pres-
sure and testing for diabetes, 
he was sent to the hospital.

Twenty year later, Micciche 
now weighs about 185 pounds 
and has brought his A1C (av-
erage blood glucose levels) 
down from a staggering 12 
percent to just over 6 percent, 
which is close to the normal 
range. He finally learned, with 

daily exercise and healthy eat-
ing, what it takes to be healthy.

“Eat right, exercise, listen to 
your doctors,” he says. “You 
have to do everything you can 
to maintain a healthy weight. 
The consequences are too 
high if you don’t.”

Micciche has helped raise 
more than $1 million for the 
American Diabetes Associ-
ation to help Stop Diabetes 
(R), placing donation boxes 
and selling pin-ups in each of 
his 30 Subway restaurants. He 
wants everyone to know that 
a type 2 diabetes diagnosis 
doesn’t have to end your life.

Studies have shown that 
type 2 diabetes can often be 
prevented or delayed by losing 
just 7 percent of body weight 
(such as 15 pounds if you 
weigh 200) through regular 
physical activity (30 minutes 
a day, five days a week) and 
healthy eating. By understand-
ing your risk, you can take the 
necessary steps to help prevent 
the onset of type 2 diabetes.

Be part of the movement 
to Stop Diabetes and take the 
Diabetes Risk Test by going 
to diabetes.org/risktest, the 
Association’s Facebook page 
where you can share the test 
with friends and loved ones, 
or by calling 1-800-DIABE-
TES (1-800-342-2383).

Health of-
ficials at the 
Michigan De-
partments of 
Agriculture and 
Rural Develop-
ment and Com-
munity Health 

warn parents that the baby poultry found in feed and pet 
stores in the spring may carry Salmonella, a common bacte-
rial illness found in the droppings of poultry that can cause 
illness in people.

“Raising birds can be a great experience, but children 
need to be supervised and wash their hands after handling 
chicks and other poultry,” said State Veterinarian Dr. James 
Averill. “Even birds that appear healthy can carry bacteria 
that will make people sick.”

“Live poultry, especially baby poultry, can carry Salmo-
nella germs, so it’s important to not keep them in the house 
and to wash your hands immediately after touching poultry 
or anything in the area where they live or roam,” said Dr. 
Matthew Davis, Chief Medical Executive with the Michi-

gan Department of Community Health. “Treating poultry 
like you would a pet increases the risk for Salmonella in-
fection in a household.” 

Salmonella can make people sick with diarrhea, vom-
iting, fever and/or abdominal cramps lasting 4-7 days or 
more. People should always assume baby chicks carry Sal-
monella and should follow these recommendations to pro-
tect themselves and others:  

Children younger than five-years-of-age, older adults, or 
people with weak immune systems should not handle or 
touch chicks, ducklings, or other live poultry because they 
are more likely to become severely ill.

Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water after 
touching live poultry or anything in the area where they 
live and roam. Adults should supervise hand washing for 
young children.

Use hand sanitizer until you can wash your hands thor-
oughly with soap and water.

Chicks should have a heat lamp and should be kept in a 
barn or garage, in a draft-free cage that keeps predators out. 

Always keep poultry away from areas where food or 
drink is prepared, served, or stored, such as kitchens, or 

outdoor patios.
Do not kiss the chicks.
Do not touch your mouth, smoke, eat, or drink after han-

dling live poultry.
Clean all equipment such as cages, feed, water containers 

and other materials associated with raising or caring for live 
poultry outside the house.

 For more information, visit: http://www.cdc.gov/salmo-
nella/live-poultry-04-13/advice-consumers.html

 

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By ranger steve Mueller

From Pond to River
Water flows from high to 

low areas and over time it 
shortens its path. Tadpole 
Pond, at Howard Christensen 
Nature Center (HCNC), is 
higher than Chrishaven Lake, 
Spring Lake, Spring Creek, 
and Rogue River. The route 
water takes from Tadpole 
Pond to the Rogue River has a 
“youthful” geology. 

Surrounding Tadpole Pond, 
rain and snowmelt drains a 
small area of higher ground to 
feed the pond. The pond was 
dredged deeper before becom-

ing HCNC. The dredging cut 
deeper below the water table 
and allowed water to enter 
the pond from surrounding 
groundwater. This created a 
permanent shallow pond. An 
earth dam was constructed at 
the east end of the pond, with 
an overflow drain installed 
under Nature’s Habitats Trail 
leading toward Chrishaven 
Lake. 

From the pond, water flows 
east into a boggy swamp that 
fills a glacial kettle lake basin 
formed 8000 years ago. A large 

block of ice left by a retreating 
glacier was buried and slowly 
melted. The melt water filled 
the resulting lake depression. 
Chrishaven Lake has been 
shrinking in size as vegetation 
gradually fills from shorelines. 

Chrishaven Lake Board-
walk begins at the edge of an 
ancient 8000 year old shoreline 
and makes its way to the cur-
rent open water of the lake. We 
cannot see open water from 
the ancient shoreline where 
the boardwalk begins. Water 
from Tadpole Pond makes 
its way through the swamp, 
enters the lake, and exits east-
ward through what was once 
part of the open water lake. 
Water continues flowing east-
ward saturating swampland 

forest where open water was 
once present. A small stream 
channel flows from the lake 
and crosses Nature’s Habitats 
Trail where a boardwalk leads 
through the lowland near the 
Swamp Shelter building. 

View of the creek is lost as 
it merges into a large wetland 
forest on it way to Spring Lake. 
At one time Chrishaven Lake 
and Spring Lake may have 
been connected with open 
water. When water reaches 
Spring Lake, it no longer con-
tinues eastward. Spring Creek 
coming from north of 20 Mile 
Road enters Spring Lake and 
flows out its southwest cor-
ner. Upstream from the lake, 
Spring Creek is small. Where 
it exits the lake, the stream is 
about 30 feet wide because ad-
ditional water feeds the creek 
from springs in the lake. 

The east flowing water from 

Tadpole Pond turns westward 
and flows south of Chrishaven 
Lake and Tadpole Pond on its 
way west to the Rogue River. 
Given time, the water will flow 
directly west to the Rogue Riv-
er from Tadpole Pond. Water 
takes the least resistant route. 
The current landscape is geo-
logically known as youthful 
because water flow does not 
all converge directly toward 
Rogue River but follows an 
erratic path. 

Given time, water will carry 
land away particle by particle 
to create a channel directly 
from Tadpole Pond to Rogue 
River. We will not live thou-
sands of years to witness land-
scape changes that develop a 
mature river system and then 
an old geologic river system. 
Details of change from geolog-
ic youth to mature, and old age 
river systems will need to wait 

for another time. 
During our lives, enjoy var-

ied nature niches at HCNC that 
have developed along a youth-
ful water course that flows east 
from Tadpole Pond to Spring 
Lake and turns 180 degrees 
to flow west to Rogue River. 
Dramatically different nature 
niches enhance biodiversity 
along the meandering water-
course. Visit HCNC and pur-
chase an individual or family 
membership at the Red Pine 
Interpretive Center. HCNC 
has perhaps wildest and most 
diverse habitat variety of any 
designated nature study areas 
in Kent County.

Natural history questions or 
topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Muel-
ler) at odybrook@chartermi.
net Ody Brook, 13010 North-
land Dr, Cedar Springs, MI 
49319-8433.  616-696-1753.

is available online @ 
www.cedarspringspost.com

OutdOOrs
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LEGAL 
NOTICE

TAX TIME$ $AutO Life

Solon Township
Kent County

15185 Algoma Ave. NE
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

PUBLIC NOTICE
Summary of Minutes of 

the Special Board Meeting, 
March 24, 2014, 10:35 a.m.

Board Members Present:  Heather Zenker, V. 
Fred Gunnell, John Rideout, Mary Lou Poulsen, 
Robert Ellick
Board Members Absent: none
Approved: Expenditure for drywall and ceiling 
replacement at fire station; Transfer of unused 
funds from General Fund street repair & mainte-
nance budget to Street Paving Fund.
No action taken: none
Tabled: none
Discussion: Vista View water discharge permit
Public Comment:  Mr. G. Skelonc
Adjournment:  11:35 a.m.

The complete text of this summary is available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours 
or on the township’s web site @ www.solontwp.
org. 

Dated: March 27, 2014 Mary Lou Poulsen, 
Clerk

McBride Accounting

616-696-1599

123 South Main Street
Cedar Springs, MI

Robin Curtiss .........35 years exp.

INCOME TAX PREPARATION
Very Reasonable Rates - Free E-File with tax preparation

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 8am-7pm 
Evenings By Appt. • Sat. 9am-4pmWalk-ins welcome

We are a 
Full Accounting Service

McBride Accounting

Checks in as little as 1 week!
DEpEnDing on DatE FilED

ACTION TAX
SERVICE
MONEY CONCEPTS

10271 NORTHLAND DR. • ROCKFORD
www.actiontaxservice.com

ExpERT, AFFORDAbLE Tax Help

866-4704

National Association
of Tax Professionals

Member of

“Complex returns not a problem” 
Individuals • Businesses • LLCs • Partnerships • Corporations

Year-Round Service • Tax planning • Out-of-State Returns
bookkeeping • payroll • Experienced personnel

OUR
LOCATION

13 Mile Rd.

12 Mile Rd.Bell
Furniture

X

No
rth

lan
d D

r.

Call Now for an 
Appointment

Over
30
Years

(616) 874-7749
5426 Myers Lake Ave. NE • Belmont

Complete Individual & Business Tax Services
Also Specializing in Small Business Accounting

and Payroll Since 1991

Enrolled Agent – Accountant
Steven L. Friar, ABA

LOCAL, DEPENDABLE SERVICE!

Email: steve@fritax.com  www.fritax.com    

Fastax
& accounting

Personal & Business Taxes

Walk-Ins Welcome
Appointments Advised

44 S. Main St. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-0920
FasTax@1040.com

• Tintable Stone Guard
• All-Over Paint & Spot Repair
• Glass Installed

Receive $100 OFF
your deductible

when you mention this ad

69 Northland Drive | Sand Lake
(616) 636-5341 

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

[ W A I T  T O  T E X T ]
Drivers are 23 times more 

likely to be involved in a car 
accident while texting. 

- Virginia Tech Transportation Institute

AGENCY NAME
Town Name   •   555-555-5555 

12666 (7-13)

Gebhardt Insurance
Cedar Springs • 616-696-9440

1999 Ford Contour Runs & Looks Good, 26 MPG, PW, PLs  ...................................... $2,495
1997 Honda Passport 4x4, Good Shape, Good Tires, Solid!  .................................. $2,995
1997 Chevrolet Grand Prix GT Alloys, ONLY 71K!! WON’T LAST, FL car! .......... $3,995
2001 Chevrolet Grand Am V6, 150K, Runs & Looks Nice, 4 dr ........................... $3,995
2003 Chrysler Sebring Convertible, 4 cyl., 150k  .................................................. $3,995
1985 K5 Chevy Blazer Lifted, new tires, 396-V8, Nice Toy! ................................... $4,995
2004 Ford Taurus V6, PW, PLs, 140k, Runs Nice ....................................................... $4,995
2006 Chevrolet Cobalt 2 door, Yellow 125K, 32+ mpg! ....................................... $4,995
2007 Chevrolet HHR  58K, Local Trade, Full Power Options ................................... $7,995
2007 Volkswagon Jetta  Lease turn-in, 2.5 ltr, Auto, Nice!  ................................. $7,995
2011 Ford Focus 98K, 5 speed, AC, 30+ MPG, 1 owner! ............................................ $8,995
2010 Kia Soul 70k, 5 spd, Cool! ............................................................................... $10,995
2010 Ford Fusion 4 cyl, 80K, Clean! ...................................................................... $11,495
2005 Lexus FS350 LOADED, 90K! .......................................................................... $11,995
2011 Ford Focus SE 50-60K, 4 to choose from! .................................................... $12,495
2012 Jeep Patriot  AWD, Loaded, 1 owner, CLEAN! ............................................. $14,495
2010 Ford Explorer Eddie Bauer! FuLLY LOADED!............................................... $15,995
2011 Buick Regal CXL Leather, 80K, Loaded! One Owner! ................................. $15,995
2011 GMC Terrain SLE Like NEW! ...................................................................... $16,995 
2013 Chevrolet Camaro 1LT, 23K .................................................................... $21,995
2010 GMC Sierra Ext Cab SLE, 4x4, 79K, Off Lease, LOADED ........................... $23,995
2011 GMC Sierra Crew Cab 77K, 4x4, SLE, Clean!! ......................................... $25,995

12771 Northland Drive | Cedar Springs
1 Mile North of M-57 (14 Mile Rd)

Buy • Sell • Trade

Owned & 
Operated by 

Hours: Mon. & Wed. 9:30am - 8pm
Tu., Th. & Fri. 9:30am-6pm | Sat. 10am-2pm

visit us on the web
www.cedarcarco.com

Over 100 
vehicleS
 in STOck

Three easy DIY tips to maintain your vehicle
(BPT) - When it comes to 

vehicle maintenance there 
are two schools of practice: 
the “do it for me” and the 

“do it yourself.” The ma-
jority fall under the first 
category, meaning they opt 
to take their vehicle in for 

maintenance, mostly be-
cause having the ability to 
lift your vehicle for an oil 
change or having the proper 

tools for a tire rotation are 
not common in an average 
garage. We all know about 
the basic maintenance you 
should be doing like getting 
your oil changed and check-
ing the belts and hoses for 
wear. But did you know 
there are other aspects of 
your vehicle you can easily 
maintain and, by doing so, 
will extend the life of your 
vehicle?

Spark plugs - The role of 
the spark plug is to ignite 
fuel in the cylinders. Spark 
plugs that aren’t working 
to their full capacity can re-
duce gas mileage or cause 
damage to other parts of 
the vehicle that can result 
in expensive repairs. If you 
choose to replace your own 
spark plugs instead of hav-
ing the shop do it, the cost 
is less than $10 per spark 
plug.

Fuel injectors - Similar to 
spark plugs, fuel injectors 
are an important component 
to the life of your engine 
and car, particularly if you 
make a lot of short trips or 
have many miles on your 
vehicle. Fuel injector open-
ings are half the size of a 
pinhole and can become 
blocked from sediment 
that gets into your vehicle 
via the gasoline. Why keep 
your fuel injectors clean? 
Driving with dirty fuel in-
jectors can lead to poor 
acceleration, lower pow-
er, reduced fuel economy, 
rough idling and high car-
bon monoxide emissions. 
An easy way to maintain 
your fuel injectors is to use 
a fuel injector cleaner and 
stabilizer like Royal Pur-
ple’s Max-Clean. Use a bot-

tle of Max-Clean by simply 
pouring it into your gas tank 
before your fill up at the gas 
station. Good for both gas-
oline and diesel vehicles, it 
can restore fuel economy 
and clean injectors.

Air filter - How often you 
change your air filter de-
pends on where you drive. 
Regular travel in rural areas 
will require you to change 
your air filter more often 
than you would if the ma-
jority of your driving is on 
the highway. Driving with 
a dirty air filter can cause 
a pressure drop that re-
stricts airflow, reducing fuel 

Home office deduction features simpler option

IRS has $760 Million in unclaimed 
refunds for 2010

WASHINGTON — Refunds totaling almost $760 mil-
lion may be waiting for an estimated 918,600 taxpayers 
who did not file a federal income tax return for 2010, the 
Internal Revenue Service announced today. However, to 
collect the money, a return for 2010 must be filed with the 
IRS no later than Tuesday, April 15, 2014.

“The window is quickly closing for people who are 
owed refunds from 2010 who haven’t filed a tax return,” 
said IRS Commissioner John Koskinen. “We encourage 
students, part-time workers and others who haven’t filed 
for 2010 to look into this before time runs out on April 
15.”

The IRS estimates that half the potential refunds for 
2010 are more than $571.

Some people may not have filed because they had too 
little income to require filing a tax return even though they 
had taxes withheld from their wages or made quarterly 
estimated payments. In cases where a return was not filed, 
the law provides most taxpayers with a three-year window 
of opportunity for claiming a refund. If no return is filed 
to claim a refund within three years, the money becomes 
property of the U.S. Treasury.

For 2010 returns, the window closes on April 15, 2014. 
The law requires that the return be properly addressed, 
mailed and postmarked by that date. There is no penalty 
for filing a late return qualifying for a refund.

The IRS reminds taxpayers seeking a 2010 refund that 

their checks may be held if they have not filed tax returns 
for 2011 and 2012. In addition, the refund will be applied 
to any amounts still owed to the IRS or their state tax 
agency, and may be used to offset unpaid child support or 
past due federal debts such as student loans.

By failing to file a return, people stand to lose more than 
just their refund of taxes withheld or paid during 2010. 
In addition, many low-and-moderate income workers may 
not have claimed the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC). 
For 2010, the credit is worth as much as $5,666. The EITC 
helps individuals and families whose incomes are below 
certain thresholds. The thresholds for 2010 were:

• $43,352 ($48,362 if married filing jointly) for those 
with three or more qualifying children;

• $40,363 ($45,373 if married filing jointly) for people 
with two qualifying children;

• $35,535 ($40,545 if married filing jointly) for those 
with one qualifying child; 

• and $13,460 ($18,470 if married filing jointly) for 
people without qualifying children.

Current and prior year tax forms and instructions are 
available on the Forms and Publications page of IRS.gov 
or by calling toll-free 800-TAX-FORM (800-829-3676). 
Taxpayers who are missing Forms W-2, 1098, 1099 or 
5498 for 2010, 2011 or 2012 should request copies from 
their employer, bank or other payer.

If these efforts are unsuccessful, taxpayers can get a free 
transcript showing information from these year-end docu-
ments by going to IRS.gov. Taxpayers can also file Form 
4506-T to request a transcript of their tax return.

economy, performance and 
emissions. A good way to 
determine if your air filter 
is dirty is to remove it and 
hold it up to the light. If it is 
caked with dirt you should 
replace it. Shaking or blow-
ing it out will not clean it, 
but only embed the dirt fur-
ther into the fibers.

In addition to follow-
ing a regular maintenance 
schedule for your vehicle, 
checking less thought of 
items can result in better 
fuel economy, and therefore 
result in money savings and 
longer life of your vehicle.

TAX 
TIME

is online 
@ 

www.
cedarspringspost. 

com

at home or away 
we’re just a 
click away

If you work from home, you should learn the rules for 
how to claim the home office deduction. Starting this year, 
there is a simpler option to figure the deduction for business 
use of your home.

The new option will save you time because it simplifies 
how you figure and claim the deduction. It will also make it 
easier for you to keep records. It does not change the rules 
for who may claim the deduction.

Here are six facts from the IRS about the home office 
deduction.

1. Generally, in order to claim a deduction for a home 
office, you must use a part of your home exclusively and 
regularly for business purposes. Also, the part of your home 
used for business must be: your principal place of business, 
or a place where you meet clients or customers in the nor-
mal course of business, or a separate structure not attached 
to your home. Examples might include a studio, garage or 
barn.

2. If you use the actual expense method, the home of-
fice deduction includes certain costs that you paid for your 
home. For example, if you rent your home, part of the rent 
you paid could qualify. If you own your home, part of the 
mortgage interest, taxes and utilities you paid could qualify. 
The amount you can deduct usually depends on the percent-
age of your home used for business.

3. Beginning with 2013 tax returns, you may be able to 
use the simplified option to claim the home office deduction 
instead of claiming actual expenses. Under this method, 
you multiply the allowable square footage of your office 
by a prescribed rate of $5. The maximum footage allowed 
is 300 square feet. The deduction limit using this method is 

$1,500 per year.
4. If your gross income from the business use of your 

home is less than your expenses, the deduction for some 
expenses may be limited.

5. If you are self-employed and choose the actual ex-
pense method, use Form 8829, Expenses for Business Use 
of Your Home, to figure the amount you can deduct. You 
claim your deduction on Schedule C, Profit or Loss From 
Business, if you use either the simplified or actual expense 
method. See the Schedule C instructions for how to report 
your deduction.

6. If you are an employee, you must meet additional 
rules to claim the deduction. For example, in addition to 
the above tests, your business use must also be for your 
employer’s convenience.

For more on this topic, see Publication 587, Business 
Use of Your Home. It’s available at IRS.gov or by calling 
800-TAX-FORM (800-829-3676).
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Hello, my name is 
Maia!  I’m a 6-year-old 
American Staffordshire 
terrier mix looking for 
a family to live out my 
golden years with.  I’m a 
very well-behaved girl; I 
do well on leashed walks 
and I know some basic 
commands.  I also love 
fetching balls and playing 
tug-of-war.  I get along 

well with cats and I’d fair best in a home with children 
8 years or older.  Come and meet me today at the 
Humane Society of West Michigan.

Hello, my name is 
Star!  I’m a 12-year-
old kitty looking for 
a great home. I love 
to curl up in your 
lap - I’m a total love 
bug!  I’m an active 
cat with lots of life 
left in me looking 
for a great home to 
join.  My best friend is Panda (10 year old cat) and we 
need to find a home together.  Come and meet me 
today at the Humane Society of West Michigan.Lost • Found • Free 

Animal Ads
are free 

in The POsT

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!616-696-3655 – 696-3655 –

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

AUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

For more information on the Humane Society of West 
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077 
Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road 
during adoption hours or visit ww.hswestmi.org. 

Adoption Hours: 
Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm, 

Saturday: 10am-4pm

PETS of the WEEk

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

ServICeS

LOST and 
FOund

CLASSIFIEDS
are online @ www.cedarspringspost.com

Star

Maia

small ads 
make ¢ents
call The POsT for 
details 696-3655

HOmeS 
FOr renT

Help
WANTed

H
A
P
P
Y

E
A
S
T
E
R

EASTER COLORING CONTEST 2014

The POST’s
Hey Kids! Get out your crayons, markers or colored 
pencils and color the Easter Bunny and eggs above... 
remember to be creastive! Winners will be chosen 
from 3 age categories: 4 and under • 5-7 years • 
8-10 years
All winners will be announced in the April 17th Edition 
of The Cedar Springs POST, so hurry, entries have to 
be to The POST by Monday, April 14th at 5pm.

RuLeS: 
1. Only one entry per child.
2. Only one winner per family. 
3. We are not responsible for lost or damaged mail.
4. All entries must be at our office by Monday, April 14 at 5pm 
5. Use ONLY crayons, markers, or colored pencils.

nAMe:

AddReSS:

PHOne:  AGe:
Drop off at The Cedar Springs POST

36 E. Maple St., Cedar Springs
Mail to: Easter Coloring Contest

P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

2014 EASTER COLORING CONTEST
Entry Form

DEaDlinE: 5pm on april 14, 2014

nOtICe: All real estate 
advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Amendments Act and 
the Michigan Civil Rights Act, 
which make it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, national 
origin, handicap, familial 
status, age or marital status, 
or an intention to making any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” Familial Status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody 
of children under 18. This 
newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real 
estate, which is in violation of 
the law. To report discrimination, 
call the Fair Housing Center at 
616-451-2980. The HUD toll-
free number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

HOMeS FOR SALe

Cedar Springs – 188 e. 
elm St. 3BR/2BA deluxe 
Rancher w/2 Stall Ga-
rage. Might consider land 
contract, with other proper-
ty or RV as down payment. 
Bob truesdale 616-696-
2050. #tfnb

reaL
eSTaTe

The Kent County Sheriff’s 
Department is auctioning a 
1998 Buick on April 2 at 10 
am. 13889 West Street. Cedar 
Springs. #13

Learn Play & Grow Day-
care, the hottest place to be 
in the coolest town. Look us 
up at LearnPlayandGrow-
Daycare.com. 616-255-
7624. #13-16p

Northern Kent County 
equipment rental store is 
hiring small engine mechanics, 
customer service personnel and 
delivery drivers. Please apply 
in person M – F, 7 am – 5 pm, 
Sat. 8 am to noon. Grand Rental 
Station, 3575 – 14 Mile Rd. 
NE, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. 
#12,13b

CDL-A Drivers: Need Home 
Time, Miles? Dedicated Round 
Trip Runs. GR, MI to KC, MO. 1 
year OTR.  www.mtstrans.com, 
MTS: 800-748-0192. #13,14p

CHiLd Care

CEDARFIELD 
COMMUNITY

Next to Meijer

616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

NEw LIsTINg 

13678 Carnation Lane
Newly remodeled

Many features for your 
convenience!

Meadowcreek Apartments 
1, 2 and 3 bedrooms avail-
able, appliances furnished, 
cathedral ceilings. 300 Oak 
St. Cedar Springs. Call 616-
249-1682. www.meadow-
creekapts.us.  #tfnb

Expires 9/30/12 

Rent Me!

Apply online at: 
www.4villagetrails.com

$729

518 Hickory Lane 
Howard City

CAll todAy!
(888) 207-2349

oR

Sun HomeS at

no Rent til 
11/01/2012

/Mo.

Rent me!
$649/mo.

no Rent til
05/01/2014

Expires 03/31/2014

3 bed 2 bath

aparTmenTS 
FOr renT

Found: A bucket of tools fell off 
a pick-up truck on March 7th in 
the 14 Mile/ Cedar Rock area. 
Call 616-866-5398 to identify. 
#12

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Garage Doors: Spring re-
pairs. Sales, service and 
installation of garage doors 
and electric openers. Low-
est prices guaranteed. 
Free Estimates. 616-334-
3574. #13p

Found: Young female hound 
found in the area of Algoma 
and 12 Mile Rd. She has been 
missing a while. Call 616-866-
3574. #13

CriTTer
COrner

CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS
Low Cost Rentals Available
Auto Glass Installation

696-1830
13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Cedar 
Heating &

Cooling inC.

6 1 6 - 6 9 6 - 2 5 9 9
ExpEriEncE not guEsswork

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

At your 
service ...

Help
WANTed

Substitute Bus Drivers needed 
for the remainder of the 2013-
14 school year. Applicants 
will receive training for CDL 
license. Must pass physical, 
criminal, and drug background 
tests. Please apply at www.
kentcityschools.org – District 
tab – Employment Opportunities 
tab to fill out online application. 
Online applications only. You 
may contact Kurt Johnson, 
Transportation Supervisor 
at 616-299-9510 with any 
questions. 12-15b

C
la

ss
ifi

ed
s 

 W
or

kNarrow
Your 

Search
use the 

Cedar Springs
Post

Classifieds 

POSItIOn AVAILABLe: If 
you’re someone who likes long 
hours at low pay, look no further. 
If you hate to take vacations, or 
never, ever get sick, we would 
love to hear from you. Great 
job for someone who is bored 
yet has an unlimited income, 
like a lotto winner, or the wife 
of Mitt Romney. For a personal 
interview, contact the managing 
editor of The Cedar Springs 
Post, or email to: editor@
cedarspringspost.com. 
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Win
...continued from front page 

is now open in Rockford
4753 14 Mile Road

Call today for an appointment

616-326-2550
Hiring for the following areas:

Rockford 
Cedar Springs 

Sparta
Greenville 
Saranac 
Lowell 

Newaygo 
Comstock Park

and the Grand Rapids Area.
All Shifts - All Positions

Call Today!

Bakery & Sweet Shop

Let us bake 
up some 
memories...
Specialty 
Cakes

Cupcakes

Cake Truffles

Cheesecakes

Patty Cakes

Any Occasion is the perfect time to Eat Cake

Specialized in Fondant Creations

Grand OpeninG

Moist and delicious cakes: 
• Vanilla • Chocolate • Zebra or Marble • Carrot • Red Velvet • Key Lime • Custom
Fillings:
• Chocolate Ganache • Cream Cheese • Lemon • Key Lime • Variety of Pudding flavors
Frostings:
• Homemade rolled fondant • Buttercream • Whipped • Chocolate Mousse • Cream Cheese

Call to order Today 616-822-1260

VOices/Views
contact with Warren 
Buffett to see if he’s 
interested in adding 
to his collection,” 
Allen explained. 
“I’d like to retire 
with about a million 
or so, but his people 
told me not to call 
back.” With no mil-
lionaires knocking 
down the door, Allen 
has even considered 
possibly closing The 
Post. She continued, 
“But then I thought, 
why not raffle it?” 

According to Al-
len, the holder of the winning raffle ticket 
would “win” the newspaper. “Just think. 
You’d have your very own newspaper! 
You could put yourself on the front page 
every week. Or you could oust your neigh-
bor for letting their dog crap in your yard. 
Think of the power you would hold!”

“You could say, ‘Stop the presses!’ ev-
ery single day!” said Allen.

Readers or non-readers of The Post are 
eligible to enter and get their once in a 
lifetime chance at winning a real newspa-
per. And, as Allen says, there aren’t that 
many left. “They’re practically a collec-
tor’s item for the rich and famous.” 

For just $10 a ticket, anyone can have 
a good shot at being a big shot in a small 
town. You could call Donald Trump and 
offer to “Do lunch.” And, unlike the lot-
tery, the odds are very good at winning. 
Almost as good as hitting a pothole on 
your way to work.

Although the newspaper would be “free” to 
the winner, keeping it would not. According 
to Allen, the new publisher would be respon-
sible for the operating funds needed to keep 
the weekly paper going once they took pos-
session. She explained, “You’ll need money 
for stuff like, you know, rent, payroll, post-
age, printing five thousand copies weekly, 
the insurance, utilities, internet, office equip-
ment, computer hardware and software, and 
stuff like that.”

“You might want to start with some serious 
operating cash,” she explained. “Or you can 
save a ton of money if you just do everything 
yourself.”

For a chance to enjoy ownership of a real 
newspaper and live the dream, that never, 
ever ends, look in The Post, April 1st issue 
for special details on, “I want to win a news-
paper!” 


