
Making a 
newspaper 
during 
COVID-19
By Lois Allen, Publisher

Life as we know it will be life 
as we knew it with a completely 
different normal. It is like liv-
ing in a Sci-Fi movie. Our new normal is 
like nothing any of us has experienced in our lifetimes. 
The streets are nearly deserted, restaurants and businesses 
are dark and empty. Bars once filled with cheer and laugh-
ter are now silent and vacant. And people are hurting.

The Cedar Springs Post has a staff of six employees. 
Over half are over 50 and at least one has underlying 
health conditions. My mother is 89 and has congestive 
heart failure.

Last Thursday, at our weekly staff meeting, we had a 
come to Jesus moment. There was a lengthy discussion 
about what to do if we had to close to the public and work 
from home. I’d be lying if I said everyone was expecting 
it. It seemed like a worst case scenario that might hap-
pen in the future. I told my staff that it probably wouldn’t 
happen, but we had to have a plan of action—just in case.  
And then, on Friday, the schools shut down. It was time 
for plan B, or C for Corona, or COVID-19.

The Post has been here in Cedar Springs for over 30 
years. Beginning operation in 1988, at a time when papers 
were turning into shoppers, laying off their journalists and 
printing almost all advertising. Not having to pay report-
ers and editors, their money went into larger circulation at 
a cheaper cost taking many advertisers away from news-
papers. Not a great time to start a newspaper. But it be-
came clear that people in Cedar Springs loved their local 
hometown newspaper and enough advertisers stuck by us 
as we danced between the red and the black.

When the internet happened, it was another blow to 
newspapers as advertisers flocked to this new form of ad-
vertising. But we were fortunate, we cut corners, buckled 
down and amazingly still had enough local businesses that 
saw an advantage to advertising and supporting the local 
weekly newspaper. So we hung in there, thanks to them.

And then, there was something new. Something called 
Facebook. What can I say about Facebook? It was a great 
way to connect with friends and family. Businesses used 
it to connect with their customers too. But it had no fil-
ter and launched us into the disinformation era. What to 
believe?

And now, life has come to a virtual and screeching halt 
from sea to shining sea. Will the demise of our local news 
be from some unseen foe sweeping through our cities and 
towns? Will it be something so small it cannot be seen 
with the naked eye that dooms us?

If businesses can’t do business, why advertise?  How 
can they afford it? And without advertisers, we will lose 
our local newspaper. Not just here, but everywhere. It will 
be a domino effect that will change the lives of many. The 
local newspaper is like a magnifying glass highlighting 
the community it serves—its people, its growth, its histo-
ry. But like any other small business, it must pay the bills.

Currently, our staff is working from home and our office 
is closed to the public. In this era of emails and internet, 
we can do it. Stories, news releases, photos, ad copy, obit-
uaries can all be sent via the web. But without our adver-
tisers, we are history.

If you call, we have one employee here to answer the 
phone, but our office is closed to the public.

Also, if you are refraining from public places where the 
Post will still be found, you have the option of paying a 
minimal amount to have it mailed directly to your home. 
We’re offering a three month subscription for just $15 or a 
6 month subscription for $25, see ad on page 9. And, don’t 
forget, we always take donations through paypal on our 
web pages at www.cedarspringspost.com!

We’re prepared for the worst, but hope for the best. God 
bless our readers and our advertisers and stay well!
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North Kent Connect provides 
drive-up pantry

Painted plumesPainted plumes

It’s nice to have something to 
make you smile when the rest 
of the world seems to be falling 
apart. We had several people 
mention seeing this beautiful 
sight on 22 Mile last week and 
Cherri Rose sent us the above 
photo.

“Driving on 22 Mile Road 
between White Creek Ave and 
US131, I saw these plumes 
along the north side of the road. 
Someone painted many of the 
plumes various colors! I don’t 
know who, how, or why, but 
they sure are beautiful and put 
a smile on my face!” she wrote.  

We agree. Such a pretty sight! 

We value your safety during 
these tough times.

In an effort to reduce the 
spread of COVID-19 (coro-
navirus) we will be offering 
food distribution to our cli-
ents via a drive-up service 
starting Wednesday, March 
18. Clients may pick up their 
monthly Pantry items from 9 

a.m.—11 a.m. and 1 p.m. –3 
p.m. on any of the following 
days:

• Wednesday, March 18
• Thursday, March 19
• Monday, March 23
• Tuesday, March 24
• Wednesday, March 25
(April dates are pending.)

Corona virus in Michigan: 
where we stand as of Wednesday, March 18

These empty shelves at the Cedar Springs Meijer are typical of what 
grocery stores are experiencing across the state due to shoppers 
stocking up in case of a total shutdown.

Things changed fast and furiously in Michigan from 
Friday, March 13 to Monday, March 16. And they 
continued to change quickly this week.

Michigan went from 12 cases of confirmed 
COVID-19 on Friday to 53 on Monday. As of Wednes-
day, there were 80, with five of those cases in Kent 
County and one in Montcalm.

On Friday, Governor Whitmer announced the closing 
of all Michigan schools for three weeks, from March 
16 to April 5. Some districts then have spring break, 
bringing it to a total of four weeks. The Post asked Ce-
dar Springs Public Schools Superintendent Scott Smith 
if the teachers were sending home work for students.

“While we have pushed pause on formal instruction, 
we are providing families with resources they can use 
to continue to engage in the learning process,” he ex-
plained. “We recognize that parents and caregivers are 
not teachers. It would not be reasonable to expect that 
formal instruction can continue during this statewide 
suspension.”

The school (along with many in Kent County) is also 
offering free meal pickup and in some cases delivery for 
students. See page 2 for more info.

Meanwhile, people began raiding the grocery stores 
for food and supplies to hold them over in case of a total 
shutdown or quarantine. Things like milk, meat, hand 
sanitizer and toilet paper have been in short supply due 
to people buying extreme quantities.



From Holly Haywood

Many students in our com-
munity receive breakfast and 
lunch for free or at a reduced 
price when school is in ses-
sion. Providing these meals 
can be a challenge for families 
when school is closed. Cedar 
Springs Public Schools, Cre-
ative Technologies Acade-
my, KISD Regional Program 
locations, and several local 
agencies are partnering to 

continue to sup-
port our students 
by providing 
them with break-
fast and lunch 
while schools 
are closed 
due to the 
COVID-19 
o u t b r e a k . 
The only re-
quirement to receive a free 
breakfast and lunch is that 
students must be age 18 

or younger (26 
or younger with 
an active IEP).  
Nearly 5,000 
meals have been 
distributed to 
Cedar Springs 
area students 
so far. Students 
received meals 
for multiple 

days on the first few 
days of distribution (this 
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WELCOMES 
JOHN TYSON
with 29 Years Experience

Email JTyson@bettenford.com  |  Direct Line 616.447.4588  |  Cell Phone - 616.608.2044

$10 OFF 
any Oil Change

 One Coupon Per Service. Expires 5/31/2020
3839 PLAINFIELD AVE NE  NEXT TO MEIJER

3839 PLAINFIELD AVE NE  NEXT TO MEIJER
616-363-6841 BETTENFORD.COM

400+ VEHICLES IN STOCK!

JUST TAKE 
NORTHLAND DR. 
TO PLAINFIELD!

Serving

 West Michigan 

for over 

57 years!

Free meals for kids provided by 
Cedar Springs Public Schools

Cedar Springs 
City Hall closed to 
general public

Bond proposal 
forums postponed

Last week we told you 
about a new bond proposal from 
Cedar Springs Public Schools that will be on the ballot 
in May. Several community forums were scheduled 
to answer voter’s questions, including two this week. 
The forums scheduled for March 18, 19, and 25 are 
being postponed. We will announce it when they are 
rescheduled.

The City of Cedar Springs 
takes very seriously the 
dangers posed by the novel 
COVID-19 virus and the se-
vere acute respiratory health 
problems that it can cause. 
Many persons exposed to 
the virus will develop flu-
like symptoms such as fever, 
cough, fatigue and shortness 
of breath. More serious infec-
tions, especially in vulnera-
ble patient groups, may suf-

fer pneumonia, organ failure 
and death. Vulnerable patient 
groups include persons aged 
60 and older and persons with 
underlying health problems 
such as hypertension, diabe-
tes, cardiovascular disease, 
COPD and cancer.

The current best practices to 
prevent infection or spreading 
the disease are to frequently 
wash your hands, avoid touch-
                CLOSED - continues on page 9
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345 N. Main Street | Cedar Springs, MI 49319
Telephone: 866.553.3673

We are here for you during these tough times...
We are taking the proper precautions to align with CDC recommendations and 
best practices. 

•  Our showroom, customer lounge, restrooms, and service write-up 
areas are being wiped down continuously with disinfectants and 
our staff is mindful of handwashing and sanitizing. 

•  Our staff does practice social distancing and we have already been 
in the practice of vehicle delivery and pick-up. 

•  We have loaner vehicles available for our service customers and 
they are being disinfected before each one is loaned out. Please 
call and schedule to confirm availability. 

www.vanderhydeford . com

NEW/PRE-OWNED VEHICLES FOR SALE:
If you have been considering the purchase of 
a new or pre-owned vehicle, please feel free to 
step outside and get some fresh air!  
Browse our inventory in person at 345 N. 
Main Street in Cedar Springs or online at 
www.vanderhydeford.com When you’ve 
found a vehicle that you are interested in, we do 
have a make it easy tool where you can obtain 
a pricing quote, submit an online credit applica-
tion and even find out a value for your trade-in!  
We realize that a lot of folks might be holding off 
on a purchase at this time, but if you are, Ford has 
announced 90 days no payments and we have 
several vehicles that offer 0% financing as well!

 VEHICLE SERVICE NEEDS:
If you have a vehicle that needs im-
mediate service but do not want to 
visit the facility, please contact us 
at 616-696-1541 and if we have the 
drivers on hand, we will do our best 
to offer pick-up and delivery of your 
vehicle. 
We are all in this together, so if you are 
a local business owner that has been 
affected by the COVID-19 pandemic, 
please feel free to reach out to us. 

We are always willing to help 
our community!



Pilgrim Bible Church
SUNDAY SCHOOL 9:45

WORSHIP 10:45 AM and 6:00 P.M.
MIDWEEK SERVICE • WEDNESDAY 7:00 P.M.

West Pine St. • 696-1021 • Rev. David Ward

ChurchChurch
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  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
 Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

Worship: Sunday 10:00 am 
Nursery & Children’s Church during message

*Youth - resumes this Fall
*Kidzone - resumes this Fall *Monday - Open Prayer 7:00 pm

SERVICE TIME: 10 am Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Pastor Bill Dixon
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HALL RENTAL $75.00 (No Alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories
Church ConnectionChurch Connection

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Sunday School  9:45am 
Sunday Morning Worship   11:00am 
Awana & Youth Sunday Evening (Sept. - April)  5:30pm
Wednesday Prayer Meeting 10:00am

233 S. Main Street | 616.696.1630 
 www.csfbc.com

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

DirectoryDirectory

Do you know that Saturday is the Sabbath?
To learn more about 
the Sabbath and the 
truth of the bible visit

The Church of God
Fellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209 www.cogfgomi.org

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Bill Johnson
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

CEDAR SPRINGS CHRISTIAN CHURCH
Non-Denominational

“Fellowship Partners in Christ”

Ministry of  Reconcilliation
Phone: (616)696-1180
e-mail: cscc_chapel@yahoo.com

340 West Pine Street • P.O. Box 680 •Cedar Springs, MI  49319

SUNDAY 
WORSHIP

AT 10:30 A.M.

Success comes 
in cans; failure 
comes in can’ts.

I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me.

Philippians 4:13

From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

From the PulpitFrom the Pulpit

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

ObituaryObituary
ANN D. LONGCORE

Ann D. Longcore age 63 of 
Sand Lake, died Tuesday, 
March 17, 2020 at her 
home. Ann was born June 
15, 1956 in Grand Rapids, 
MI the daughter of Mac and 
Marjorie (Bird) Bailey. She 
worked for the U.S. Post 
Office for over 30 years. She 
loved mushroom hunting, 
going to the casino with 
her brother, Gil and baking. 
She loved her grandchildren 
dearly. Surviving are her 
husband, Brian; children, 
Lisa (Mike) Bergman, Ben 
(Andra) Longcore; grandchildren, Chad Bergman, Timothy 
Parker, Jason (Samantha) Bergman, Nicholas Bergman, 
Steven, Abram, Josephine and Oliver Longcore; great-
grandchildren, Brayten Miles, Brookelynn Ream, Carter 
Bergman, Wayne Bergman; brother and sisters, Terry 
(Dave) Fountain, Judy (Jim) Owens, Betty Towns, Sharon 
(Joe) DeWildt, Gilbert Bailey, Gail (Lonnie) Armstrong; 
sister-in-law, Barbra Everhart; brother-in-law, Thom 
(Dawn) Longcore; many nieces and nephews; special aunt, 
Letha Gebhardt; special friend, Virginia Schumann. She 
was preceded in death by her parents, parents-in-law, Cecil 
(Velma) Longcore; son, Timothy Longcore; sister-in-law, 
Julie Springvloed; grandson, Michael Bergman. Cremation 
will take place and a memorial service will be announced 
in the summer. Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Wounded War Project. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs

Father Lam T. Le, Pastor
ST. JOHN PAUL II PARISH

3110 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs, Michigan

616 696 3904

STATIONS OF THE CROSS
“When you lift up the Son of Man, then you will realize 

that I AM”
(Jn. 8:28)

In the new Church of St. John Paul II Parish, Cedar 
Springs, there is a beautiful set of the Fourteen Stations of 
the Cross.  During this Lent, I would like to share with all 
of you where this set came from and what it means to reflect 
on these Stations.

These Stations came to Cedar Springs due to the thought-
fulness of a group of priests and the kindness and gener-
osity of the former St. Jean Baptist Catholic Church in 
Muskegon, Michigan.  In 2015, a group of priests urged 
the Archivist of the Diocese of Grand Rapids to invite me 
to St. Jean Parish. Upon arrival I was completely shocked 
to learn that the Church, which was over100 years old, was 
preparing for closure. The priests and parishioners encour-
aged me to take any available religious items that I felt I 
could work into the design of the new church at St John 
Paul II Parish.  I instantly knew that the antique Stations of 
the Cross would be a unique addition to our new worship 
space. I gathered a team and brought them to the grounds 
of St. John Paul II Parish. We commissioned two local art-
ists to restore the pieces and they are now installed in the 
Church. I am so grateful for my brother priests who gave 
a thoughtful consideration for the newest parish in the Di-
ocese and to the parishioners of formerly St. Jean for their 
encouragement and understanding.  Our gratitude to all!

To explain why the devotion of the Fourteen Stations 
of the Cross are important to Catholics, especially during 
Lent, I would like to share paragraph number 131 of The 
Directory of Popular Piety and the Liturgy: Principles and 
Guidelines (December 2001) from the Vatican’s Congre-
gation for Divine Worship and the Discipline of the Sac-
raments.

Of all the pious exercises connected with the veneration of 
the Cross, none is more popular among the faithful than the 
Via Crucis. Through this pious exercise, the faithful mov-
ingly follow the final earthly journey of Christ: from the 
Mount of Olives, where the Lord, “in a small estate called 
Gethsemane” (Mk 14, 32), was taken by anguish (cf. Lk 22, 
44), to Calvary where he was crucified between two thieves 
(cf. Lk 23, 33), to the garden where he was placed in freshly 
hewn tomb (John 19, 40-42). . . The love of the Christian 
faithful for this devotion is amply attested by the numerous 
Via Crucis erected in so many churches, shrines, cloisters, 
in the countryside, and on mountain pathways where the 
various stations are very evocative.

Truly, Via Crucis/ Way of the Cross is a devotion to the 
suffering of Christ for our salvation: the pilgrimage to the 
Holy Land during which the faithful devoutly visit the plac-
es associated with the Lord’s Passion. With the replication 
of the Fourteen Stations (His Condemnation to Death, Car-
rying the Cross, His First Fall, Meeting His Mother, Simon 
of Cyrene is Made to Bear the Cross, Christ’s Face is Wiped 
by Veronica, His Second Fall, the Lord Meets the Women 
of Jerusalem, His Third Fall, Christ is Stripped of His Gar-
ments, His Crucifixion, His Death on the Cross, His Body is 
Taken Down from the Cross, and being Laid in the Tomb) 
on the walls of a Church/Chapel, allow the faithful, who 
cannot make a pilgrimage to the Holy Land, to join in these 
moving Scriptural reflections.

We pray the Stations as pilgrims: Like Christ, we must 
press through towards the Cross, which leads to the glory of 
the Resurrection. The Fourteen Stations of the Cross calls us 
to die to sin and to rise in the newness of life. May our par-
ticipation in the Stations remind us of the Lord’s promise: 
“When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw everyone 
to myself” (Jn.12:32) 

(Father Lam also is the Pastor of Mary Queen of Apos-
tles Parish, 1 West Maple St, Sand Lake, Michigan 49343 
phone: 616 636 5671).



What Congress represents 
By Lee H. Hamilton, former U.S. Representative
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The Cedar Springs Post welcomes let-
ters of up to 350 words. The subject 
should be relevant to local readers, and 
the editor reserves the right to reject let-
ters or edit for clarity, length, good taste, 
accuracy, and liability concerns. All sub-
missions MUST be accompanied by 
full name, mailing address and daytime 
phone number. We use this information 
to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do 
not print anonymous letters, or acknowl-
edge letters we do not use. Writers are 
limited to one letter per month. Email to 
news@cedarspringspost.com, or send 
to Post Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO 
Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.
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 “Congress remains the spot where 
the cross-currents of American 
popular opinion have their best 

chance of being heard, listened to, 
and acted upon.”—Lee Hamilton

MemorialMemorial

MemorialMemorial

Church Church 
ConnectionConnection

Church Connection 
is online @ http://cedarspringspost.com/

category/churchconnection/

JOYCE MARVEL
June 1939 – March 2000

LYNN GREEN
October 14, 1941 - March 20, 2018

VOICES & VIEWSVOICES & VIEWS

Two years ago, a great lady that we love moved to a place 
where she is no longer in pain. We still love and miss her 
very much and pray for her.

Missing her every day - Her family

There is a day that faces us all,
When we’ll leave this world and answer God’s call.
I will leave here on earth the ones that I love,
And go to be with our God in heaven above.
Your heart that is broken, for which I’ll pray,
Will join me in heaven some glorious day.
I gave you memeories of which to remember me by,
Some will make you laugh or smile and some even cry.
I hope that you smile, knowing heaven’s where I will be,
And someday when God calls, you’ll share a mansion with me.
So shed a tear but please move on,
If I’m in your heart, I’m not really gone.
So, don’t worry about me, I’m in God’s care,
We can talk any time, just put it in a prayer.
Be strong, go forward, put a smile on your face,
I lived a good life and I finished my race.
I’ll see you again, just as we have been told,
We’ll be together forever, on the streets of gold.
  by Asher Wathan

The family of Kenneth Marvel

 
In one of the US Capitol hallways 

that House members pass through reg-
ularly to get to the chambers, there’s an 
inscription of a comment by Alexander 

Hamilton. It comes from his 1788 remarks to the New York 
convention on ratifying the Constitution, and reads simply, 
“Here, Sir, the people govern.”

I’ve always thought that was a pretty good summation of 
what Congress represents: it is a repository of the thoughts 
and will of the American people. And my impression is that 
a lot of Americans think highly of that idea, too. I’ve held 
a lot of public meetings over the 
years, and even in recent times, 
when Congress’s public stand-
ing has been low, people often 
speak approvingly of the history 
of the institution itself; they’re 
disappointed in how Congress 
performs, not in its role within 
our system. In all that time, I can’t ever remember anyone 
saying we’d be better off without it.

My experience in the House bore that belief out. Though 
there were always flaws, the process the House followed 
was focused on deliberation, debate, discussion, and then 
choosing a solution based more often than not on a rough 
consensus of its members. Even if I didn’t agree with the 
results, I’d often listen to the debates and think, “I like the 
way this institution works.”

I still remember the time that Wilbur Mills, the power-
ful chair of the House Ways and Means Committee, came 
before the Democratic caucus to talk about the upcoming 
vote on establishing Medicare. I was a new, young repre-
sentative, and when Mills told us that we easily had enough 
votes to ram the measure through over Republican objec-
tions, I and many others thought we should do exactly that. 
Mills, however, did not. He asked us to give him an oppor-
tunity to negotiate with Republicans and find ground that 
both sides could agree on, so that the bill could win support 
on both sides of the aisle. And that is exactly what he did.

Mills knew something that often gets forgotten these 
days, which is that the more broadly a piece of legislation 
reflects the American people, the greater its acceptability, 
effectiveness, and staying power. If you’re in Congress, 
you’re reminded pretty much every day that giving a say 
to this diverse country is a choice. The body is made up 
of members who fiercely advocate for their views through 
speeches, contacts of all kinds and descriptions, public ap-
pearances, and trying to win the media over to their side. 
And the whole institution is a focal point for competing 
interests weighing in on difficult problems. It is a real caul-
dron.

All of these beliefs are represented in the Congress, 
and the legislative process is a key part of how the coun-
try works through that cacophony of competing interests. 
Debate, deliberation, calculation, and compromise—it’s an 
inefficient process that, for difficult issues, can go on for 
a long time. But over the course of our history, it’s been 
reasonably productive. 

This is why those of us who value the institution of the 
Congress—who actually believe in Hamilton’s words—
have lamented the trend of recent decades ceding power 
to the presidency. The Constitution is explicit: legislative 
power is vested in Congress. But if that power is not pro-
tected or goes unused, it does not merely evaporate; in our 
system, it flows to the presidency or the judiciary. And in 
doing so, it passes out of the hands of the body that most 
closely represents the American people.

When President Trump talks of the presidency as if there 
were no check on it, as if, as president, he is beyond the 

reach of the law or of Congress, 
members of Congress on both 
sides of the aisle rightly dis-
agree. Sometimes they serve ef-
fectively as a check, sometimes 
not. Sometimes partisanship 
gets the better of them. But for 
better or worse, Congress re-

mains the spot where the crosscurrents of American popu-
lar opinion have their best chance of being heard, listened 
to, and acted upon. That’s one power members should nev-
er give up.

Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana Univer-
sity Center on Representative Government; a Distinguished 
Scholar at the IU Hamilton Lugar School of Global and In-
ternational Studies; and a Professor of Practice at the IU 
O’Neill School of Public and Environmental Affairs. He was 
a member of the U.S. House of Representatives for 34 years.
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“We Love to See YOU SMILE”
Dr. Andy Setaputri

Are you embarrassed and tired of having to 
cover your mouth every time you smile?

Give us a call at 616-696-9420 
You can also visit us at www.micedardental.com

If this is you, our 
Cedar Springs 
Dental team 

would love to 
help you get 
the smile you 

deserve! 

OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY- THURSDAY 8AM-5PM and FRIDAYS 8AM-1PM

W E L C O M I N G  N E W  PAT I E N T S !

·	 CLEANINGS
·	 COSMETIC DENTISTRY
·	 TOOTH WHITENING
·	 INVISALIGN
·	 TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS

* Contact our office to verify acceptance of your plan.

·	 IMPLANT RESTORATIONS
·	 CROWNS/BRIDGES/DENTURES
·	 ROOT CANALS
·	 EXTRACTIONS
·	 EMERGENCY SERVICE

WE PROVIDE COMPLETE DENTAL CARE FOR ADULTS AND KIDS. 

We accept most dental insurances including Delta Dental traditional and PPO plans.* 

20 E CHURCH ST NE, CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319

Records services 
at Kent County 
Sheriff’s Office by 
appointment only 
From the Kent County Sheriff’s Office

No visitors allowed at healthcare facilities
Spectrum Health also cancels non-urgent patient 
appointments surgeries and procedures

Gov. signs order allowing public 
bodies to meet electronically 

In an effort to reduce opportunities for community spread of 
COVID-19, we are limiting the number of services we will be 
providing at our main office. The north and south sub station 
offices will be closed until further notice. Effective 1:00 p.m. 
March 16 ALL services performed by our records division lo-
cated at 701 Ball Ave NE will be by appointment only. You 
must call 616-632-6200 to speak to a records clerk prior to 
coming in. Additionally, until further notice, we will not be 
performing gun registrations or any fingerprinting services.

If you need police response, call 911 for emergencies or 
616-632-6357 to speak to a dispatcher about a non-emergency 
response.

Thank you all so much for your understanding as we navi-
gate this outbreak together.

LANSING, Mich. – 
On Wednesday, Gover-
nor Gretchen Whitmer 
signed Executive Or-
der 2020-15 to order a 
temporarily change to 
the Open Meetings Act 
to allow public bodies 
to conduct their meet-
ings electronically, 
while also facilitating 
public participation, 
until April 15, 2020 at 
11:59PM. 

“We are taking ev-
ery measure we can to 
mitigate the spread of 
coronavirus and pro-
tect Michigan families, 
but recognize that pub-
lic bodies still have an 
obligation to conduct 
business as usual,” 
Whitmer said. “During this crisis, we must ensure that pub-
lic officials can do their job to meet the needs of residents, 
while also ensuring that meetings remain open, accessible 
and transparent to the public.”  

Under Executive Order 2020-15, public bodies that are 
subject to the Open Meetings Act, including boards, com-
missions, committees, subcommittees, authorities, coun-
cils, and nonprofit boards, can use telephone- or video- 
conferencing methods to continue meeting and conducting 
business during the coronavirus (COVID-19) public health 
crisis, so long as they follow certain procedures to ensure 

meaningful access and 
participation by mem-
bers of the public body 
and the general public. 

In order to maintain 
the level of transparen-
cy that Governor Whit-
mer has sought under 
previous executive ac-
tions taken during her 
first month in office, 
public bodies must meet 
the following criteria 
when holding a public 
meeting electronically: 

Ensure two-way com-
munication for mem-
bers and the public to 
hear and address each 
other. 

Provide adequate no-
tice to the public of the 
meeting. 

Post a public meeting notice on their website. 
Permit participants to record or broadcast the public 

meeting.  
Allow participants to address the public body during a 

public comment period. 
The order also temporarily authorizes public bodies, 

departments, and agencies to use technology to enable re-
mote participation in public comment and hearings, and 
temporarily excuses school boards from monthly meeting 
requirements.  

Governor Whitmer delivers a speech regarding the coronavirus. (Photo 
courtesy of the Office of Governor Whitmer).

Mercy Health, Metro Health – University of Michigan Health and Spectrum Health have 
revised their visitor policies to align with a new executive order from Michigan Governor 
Gretchen Whitmer. The additional restrictions are intended to prevent the spread of illness 
and protect patients, health care workers and our communities.

Starting Monday, March 16, restricted/no visitors will be allowed at any locations (hospi-
tals, outpatient locations and long-term care facilities) for all local health care systems. For 
special circumstances, one approved visitor will be allowed in situations involving patients 
undergoing surgery and pediatric, maternity, end of life or critically ill patients. 

More information about visitor restrictions at local hospitals can be found here:
Mercy Health: 
https://www.mercyhealth.com/about-us/news-and-media/visitor-restrictions
Metro Health-Michigan Medicine Health: 
https://metrohealth.net/about-metro-health/coronavirus-covid-19-information/
Spectrum Health: 
https://newsroom.spectrumhealth.org/fyi/?_ga=2.207774672.312176887.1584032033-

899146297.1582751834
Also, In a continued effort to prevent the spread of COVID-19, effective Tuesday, March 

17, Spectrum Health is canceling all appointments, surgeries and procedures that are not 
urgent or emergency-related for the next two weeks. 

“We believe this is the right step to protect our patients, team members and communi-
ties,” said Darryl Elmouchi, Chief Medical Officer, Spectrum Health System and President, 
Spectrum Health Medical Group. “We appreciate the understanding of our communities as 
we navigate this unprecedented situation and strive to do what is right. We will continue to 
evaluate this on a weekly basis and will extend these closures as needed.”

Patients with scheduled non-urgent appointments, procedures or surgeries during this 
time will be contacted by their provider(s) regarding next steps. If you have questions, 
please call your physician’s office.

Spectrum Health is canceling all appointments, surgeries and procedures that are not urgent or 
emergency-related for the next two weeks



By Paul Krupin, Special to the Cedar Springs Post

Coronavirus concerns are on everyone’s mind. One of the most 
important questions that looms large is how we can help each oth-
er. How can we each make a difference?

Many people have a robust front-line support system who we 
can rely on for help and who we can provide assistance to. This 
includes our families, friends, neighbors, the clubs, and religious 
groups we participate in, and the local community organizations.

However, there are other people who do not have a support net-
work and who will need help during the coming times. Identifying 
those who need help and getting them the right help will be par-
ticularly important. 

Here are some ideas on what you can do to help.
Organize Local Support Groups

Start local. Get a notebook and start taking notes. Create a lo-
cal neighborhood support circle or network and write down the 
names of people, their addresses, how many people live in the 
residence, phone numbers, email, social media. If they don’t want 
to provide the information, that’s fine but keep tabs on them.

Pay attention and stay aware of people’s situation.  Ask people if 
they want to help and how they prefer to communicate.

Form small teams and share skills, capabilities and resources 

that are in short supply with other teams.
Adopt a Neighbor

Call on seniors, people who live alone, families with elderly or 
small children, or people with learning or physical disabilities. Ex-
change contact information and ask them how they are doing and 
what they need.

Look for vulnerable people. Check on people regularly. Stay 
aware of their situation. Ask them if anything has changed.  Ask 
them what they need.

Check on people in their homes. Help them with everyday tasks 
that are beyond their capabilities. Let others know what you learn. 
Think about the people close to home, on your block, in your 
neighborhood.

Make contact now especially with people who are in a high-risk 
category, may be in need, and do not have a healthy caregiver. 
Know how many people are there and what their situation is. Of-
fer to assist with normal day to day tasks that become difficult 
if someone gets sick. Like moving garbage pails to the curb and 
grabbing the mail.

It need not be complex care. It will be helpful to pair people 
up and create a buddy system. Consider cooking extra food and 
bringing pre-cooked meals for families in which everyone or the 
main caregivers are sick. Practice doorway and porch delivery.

Volunteer
Local community organizations, businesses, and care organiza-

tions are heightening their capabilities to serve the public safely. 
There are organizations that provide support to the elderly and 
those with disabilities, to the homeless, to young people, as well 
as those with anxiety and mental illnesses, who have disabilities, 
learning difficulties or a number of other issues.  There are busi-
nesses and facilities that offer support for sickness, recovery and 
rehabilitation.

Reach out and link with these organizations.  Go visit and ask 
the food banks, retirement homes, children’s, women’s and veter-
ans living centers and find out what they are doing and what they 
need. 

Many organizations are looking for volunteers, especially stu-
dents and young people, to help provide additional capabilities 
over the next four to six months.

If the staff gets sick, many businesses and care companies in 
particular will be actively seeking people to take the place of care 
workers. 

If you are healthy, send them an email, contact then through 
their websites or social media pages, or call them and offer them 
help. Let them know what sort of skills you have or capabilities 
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Quality Service and Value for 39 years.

Northern Kent County’s 
floor-covering store

How to help locally with Coronavirus preparations

Price gouging 
and COVID-19

Governor expands 
unemployment 
benefits for 
Michigan workers

LANSING, Mich. -- Governor Gretchen Whitmer signed Ex-
ecutive Order 2020-10 this week to temporarily expand eligibil-
ity for unemployment benefits. This executive order is effective 
immediately and until Tuesday, April 14 at 11:59pm.

Under the governors order, unemployment benefits would be 
extended to:

*  Workers who have an unanticipated family care respon-
sibility, including those who have childcare responsibil-
ities due to school closures, or those who are forced to 
care for loved ones who become ill. 

*  Workers who are sick, quarantined, or immunocompro-
mised and who do not have access to paid family and 
medical leave or are laid off. 

*  First responders in the public health community who 
become ill or are quarantined due to exposure to 
COVID-19. 

“While we work together to mitigate the spread of coronavi-
rus, we must do everything we can to help working families”, 
said Governor Whitmer. “This executive order will provide im-
mediate relief to those who can’t go to work, and who rely on 
their paycheck to put food on the table for themselves and their 
families. I urge everyone to make smart choices at this time, 
and to do everything in their power to keep themselves and their 
loved ones safe.”

“We know that many families are and will experience eco-
nomic pain as a result of the COVID-19 pandemic,” said Jeff 
Donofrio, Director of the Department of Labor and Economic 
Opportunity. “Our expansion of unemployment and workers 
compensation benefits is designed to help provide emergency 
support to Michigans working families.”

The State is also seeking solutions for self-employed workers 
and independent contractors who traditionally do not have ac-
cess to unemployment insurance.

Access to benefits for unemployed workers will also be ex-
tended:

*  Benefits will be increased from 20 to 26 weeks. 
*  The application eligibility period will be increased from 

14 to 28 days 
*  The normal in-person registration and work search re-

quirements will be suspended.  
Eligible employees should apply for unemployment bene-

fits online at Michigan.gov/UIA   https://www.michigan.gov/
leo/0,5863,7-336-78421_97241---,00.html ]or 1-866-500-
0017. A factsheet on how to apply for benefits can be found 
here: https://www.michigan.gov/documents/uia/160_-_Claim-
ing_UI_Benefit_In_Michigan_-_Jan2014_444213_7.pdf ]. 

Under the order, an employer or employing unit must not be 
charged for unemployment benefits if their employees become 
unemployed because of an executive order requiring them to 
close or limit operations. 

The order also expands the States Work Share program. Em-
ployers are encouraged to implement the program that permits 
employers to maintain operational productivity during declines 
in regular business activity instead of laying off workers. More 
information about Work Share can be found here: https://www.
michigan.gov/documents/uia/156_-_Shared_work_fact_sheet_
letter_426209_7.pdf. 

Gov. Whitmer issued an executive order this week to 
specifically address price-gouging related to COVID-19. 
That order states the following:

No one who has acquired any product from a retailer 
shall resell that product in this state at a price that is gross-
ly in excess of the purchase price at which they bought the 
product;

No one shall offer for sale or sell any product in this state 
at a price that is more than 20 percent higher than what 
the person offered or charged for that product as of March 
9, 2020 unless the person demonstrates that the price in-
crease is attributable to an increase in the cost of bringing 
the product to market;

Person means an individual, business or other legal en-
tity;

Product means any good, material, emergency supply or 
consumer food item;

These restrictions went into effect at 9 a.m. Monday and 
remain in place until 11:59 p.m. April 13, 2020.

“We take this order seriously, as we do everything relat-
ed to protecting Michigan consumers,” Attorney General 
Dana Nessel said. “And we have seen a dramatic increase 
in complaints related to price-gouging and we have taken 
action on those complaints. Businesses cannot and will not 
use this state of emergency as an economic opportunity.”

Nessel’s office had received 572 price-gouging com-
plaints as of 11 p.m. Tuesday. Several businesses have been 
contacted by the Attorney General’s office to gather more 
information on their consumer-reported price-gouging.

Face masks, hand sanitizers, cleaning supplies, bottled 
water and other food items are some of the products that 
have reportedly been on store shelves for exceptionally 
high prices, likely in violation of the Michigan Consumer 
Protection Act. Other products consumers might seek to 
purchase due to the threat of COVID-19 may also be at risk 
of price-gouging practices.

In addition to this Executive Order, retailers may violate 
the Michigan Consumer Protection Act if they are:

Charging the consumer a price that is grossly in excess of 
the price at which similar property or services are sold; and

Causing coercion and duress as the result of the time and 
nature of a sales presentation.

Michigan residents are urged to report any violation of 
the Consumer Protection Act online or by calling 877-765-
8388.



www.koolgm.com

Hi neighbors! I’m Stephanie Crawford and I’m here to 
help you with all of your vehicle needs at Kool Chevy!

STEPHANIE CRAWFORD
SALES SPECIALIST
KOOL CHEVROLET

Home of the 10 year million mile warranty

3770 Plainfield Ave NE
Grand Rapids MI 49525 US

616-364-9431 (main)
616-365-7198 (direct)

scrawford@koolchevy.com

Proud Red Hawk Parent!
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SPORTSSPORTS

Immediate positions in Cedar 
Springs, Kent City & Sparta

      $17.20 per hour to start. Full benefits 
   package and flexible scheduling available.

                               No prior professional driving experience        
                          required - PAID CDL TRAINING PROVIDED!
                      Excellent driving history is required. Must pass     
                 background check, physical exam and drug screening.
        Apply at www.deantrans.com/jobs or in person 
 Mon-Fri at one of the following Dean locations:

210 E Muskegon St.
Cedar Springs 49319

351 N Main St. 
Kent City 49330

429 S Union St. 
Sparta 49345

NOW HIRING AND TRAINING SCHOOL BUS DRIVERS

OUTDOORSOUTDOORS

All conference winter 2020

Almas signs with Alma
Seth Almas with coach Gus Kapolka. He has signed to play football at Alma. 

Moleski to run Cross Country at Rochester
Jaydon Moleski signed to run Cross Country at Rochester University. He is pictured here with 
his coach Justin Wood.

Red Hawk athletes sign to colleges

Galloway to bowl at Spring Arbor
Sarah Galloway, class of ‘19, signing at Rockford Lanes to bowl at Spring Arbor next year. She 
is the daughter of Todd and Brenda Galloway.

Morales to bowl for Davenport
Omani Morales has signed to continue her bowling career at Davenport University. She is pic-
tured here with her coach Tim Jackson. Omani was four year all conference bowler. She had the 
highest conference average for girls three years in row. 
Omani won regionals her sophomore year; state her junior year; and regionals her senior year.

Girls basketball all conference:
Arianna Rau
Avery Sparling
HONORABLE MENTION:
Kaelyn Colclasure

Bowling all conference:
Omani Morales
Katelyn Paige
Chloe Fisk
Isaiah Waite
Ethan Plummer
HONORABLE MENTION:
Clifford Ranger

Competitive cheer all conference:
Paige Pierson
Zoe Castor

Sophia Dault
Sarah Adkison
Kate Roth
HONORABLE MENTION:
Naliya Clark
Abbey Salisbury

Wrestling:
Trevor Marsman

Boys basketball all conference:
Bryce Marvel
HONORABLE MENTION:
Trenton Cooper
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OUTDOORSOUTDOORS
Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
By Ranger SteveMueller

Cattail marsh 
springs to life

Anticipation greets our mornings and weekends. We have 
experienced wonderful weather on weekends of late. Like 
a magnet, the weather has pulled many of us from winter 
abodes into sunshine and happiness. 

With rake in hand, we entered gardens to remove dead 
thatch that was allowed to stand through the winter to sup-
ply the needs for wild winter residents. Clearing dead stems 
before new perennial growth begins is good. Daffodils and 
hyacinths brighten our yards with early color and cheer. To 
prevent damage to new growth, it is beneficial to prepare the 
garden early. 

Some stems in the garden like ironweed are left standing 
about two feet tall so solitary native bees can find habitation 
for their offspring. Native insects that create a healthy neigh-
borhood can use all the help possible. Insect populations are 
experiencing a pandemic of sorts and it has ramifications for 
our food crops that need pollinators. Reduced insect num-
bers mean reduced birds, mammals, amphibians, and life in 
general. 

We should take joy in seeing the marsh come alive each 
spring. Though we might not cherish mosquito season, inver-
tebrates in marshes equals duckling, geese, and other water 
bird survival. Sora, Virginia Rail, and American Coot young 
require an abundant diet. We are aware of crises that impact 
human lives like the Irish potato famine, black plague, and 
now the coronavirus. By adding one and one to equal two, 
we should recognize how our activities impact plant and an-
imal survival and our own community health. 

March might seem early for spring life abundance but 
shortening night hours causes hormone changes that result in 
altered behaviors. Bird migration is well under way. Sandhill 
Cranes are seen in farm fields or heard making their dino-
saur-like calls in flight. Male Red-winged Blackbirds began 
returning to cattail marshes by early March and can be seen 
standing on last year’s cattail flowering stalks. Rhizomes are 
preparing new growth for the coming warm season. Female 
red-wings should arrive by the time this article appears. 

It surprised me that I did not hear frogs calling from marsh-
es by the first week of March. Spring peepers, chorus frogs, 
and wood frogs begin calling before ice is completely gone. 
A warm rain kick starts a March mating frenzy. Had I gone 
to some of my favorite marshes or ponds, I probably would 
have heard frogs.

American Woodcocks have been displaying their spring 
sky dance, ground stomping ritual and associated peenting 
calls. At dawn and dusk they are in fields like that found at 
Luton County Park. I am drawn to Ody Brook’s Big Field to 
enjoy the mating display annually. It is a highlight of spring 
that energizes me. I wonder how lonely life might be for peo-
ple that do not experience the joy of life that surrounds us. 

We hear that depression and sadness are rampant in society 
and commercials offer pills as a remedy. If only I could help 
others experience the joyful rush of spring as marshes spring 
to life. It seems a better alternative to pill popping. The abun-
dance of life is wonderful and offers more than a lifetime’s 
opportunity of experiences if one spends time outside explor-
ing nature niches. 

It reached 63ºF on a sunny Sunday afternoon in early 
March. I was outside looking for butterflies with friends and 
surprisingly, we did not locate any Mourning Cloaks, Eastern 
Commas, or Milbert’s Tortoiseshells that hibernate as adults. 
I received an e-mail from a friend stating he saw a Mourning 
Cloak that day. I was just in the wrong place. Perhaps some-
where at Ody Brook, butterflies were on the wing in warm 
sunshine.

Spending time outside exploring marshes, forests, and 
fields, is a healthy endeavor. Many of us spend less time ex-
ploring the healthy benefits and wonders of nature when we 
become adults. For many the experiences continue through 
fishing, wildflower photography, bird watching, gardening or 
other nature pursuits. Head to a marsh this week to witness 
it springing to life. In swamps, skunk cabbage flowers are 
blooming and hepaticas in forests might be flowering when 
this goes to press. If not, go out again in early April. 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Ce-
dar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

The Kent County Health Department issued an emergen-
cy order on Sunday, March 15, 2020, reducing occupancy 
loads – or limits – for all licensed food service establish-
ments, entertainment venues and physical fitness centers in 
Kent County by 50 percent, which went into effect Monday 
at 10 a.m.

But that quickly changed when on Monday, Gover-
nor Gretchen Whitmer issued an order to take effect at 3 
p.m. temporarily shutting down restaurants, cafes, coffee 
houses, bars, taverns, brewpubs, distilleries, clubs, movie 
theaters, indoor and outdoor performance venues, gym-
nasiums, fitness centers, recreation centers, indoor sports 
facilities, indoor exercise facilities, exercise studios, spas, 
and casinos. This order does not restrict a place of business 
from offering food and beverage using delivery service, 
window service, walk-up service, drive-through service, or 
drive-up service. Restaurants may allow five people inside 
at a time to pick-up orders, so long as they stay six feet 
apart from each other. This order remains in effect until 
11:59 p.m. on March 30, 2020.

Many restaurants are offering take out or delivery. Con-
tact them or visit their Facebook page to see what options 
they are offering and help them stay afloat.

The state of Michigan also came out this week with 
some options on relief for those out of work due to the 
COVID-19 virus (see page 7) and some resources to sup-
port small businesses during this time (see our business 
pages on pages 14-15)

Also, the CDC issued new guidelines Sunday night ad-
vising against gatherings of 50 people or more for the next 
eight weeks. “We support the CDC in this recommenda-
tion, and we encourage individuals to minimize the size of 
public gatherings,” said Dr. Adam London, Chief Health 
Officer with the Kent County Health Department.

The Governor then signed an executive order this week 
limiting gatherings to 50 people or less.

Many businesses and municipalities are closing to the 
general public or restricting their available hours. The City 
of Cedar Springs is closed to the general public as of Tues-
day, but can still be reached by phone and email. Face to 
face meetings will be by appointment only. 

The Post is also closed to the general public, but can be 
reached by phone and email. 
We also have a mailbox out-
side our front door for sub-
missions.

We suggest you contact 
any business before visiting 
to see whether they have 
open business hours.

CoronavirusCoronavirus
...continued from front page...continued from front page

During this time, the NKC 
Thrift Store will be closed, 
and we will not be accepting 
donations of food or house-
hold goods. We apologize 
for any inconvenience and 
pray for everyone’s health 
and safety.

Purchase food boxes for 
families, or make a one-time 
donation

As we limit personal con-
tact by closing our dona-
tion area and distributing 
pre-packaged boxes of food 
to our clients, we are ask-
ing our community to pur-
chase a food box for $13.75 
through our website. Each 
box will provide a family of 
four with five meals, and in-
cludes items such as canned 
and boxed foods, fresh fruits 
and vegetables, and dairy 
items.

Or, you can make a one-
time donation in any amount 
to fund our need as we help 
families especially hit hard 
during the pandemic. (Please 
be sure to add “boxed food” 
or “as needed” in the de-
scription field.)

https://app.autobooks.
co/pay/rockford-communi-
ty-service-center

PantryPantry
...continued from front page...continued from front page

ClosedClosed
...continued from page 2...continued from page 2
ing your face, use of facemasks by those already sick and 
self-quarantine/social distancing away from other people.

As many of you already know, the Governor has ordered 
all schools closed until at least April 6th and many bars, 
restaurants, theaters and other locations of public congre-
gation are likely to close or limit public access in the near 
future. This unprecedented situation requires a strong and 
aggressive response in order to maintain the public health 
and the City encourages all persons and organizations to 
take all necessary precautions for the well-being of the 
public, employees and emergency personnel.

Right now, the problem seems small, avoidable and 
a world away, however, COVID-19 has infected at least 
137,000 persons and killed over 5,000 worldwide. Those 
numbers will absolutely go up, please take this serious-
ly. Everything that is being done right now might appear 
alarmist and overblown but after a pandemic takes hold, 
nothing done afterwards will seem adequate.

At this time, the Cedar Springs City Hall will be closed 
to the public on a week to week basis, starting Tuesday 
March 17, as we actively monitor the situation. City em-
ployees will continue to work at City Hall and through-
out the community and will address citizen concerns by 
phone, e-mail and by appointment as may be necessary. 
Some public meetings may be canceled or postponed until 
it is safe to hold them. Any public meetings that are held 
will be done so according to all laws, including the Open 
Meetings Act. However, the City encourages any persons 
showing symptoms of COVID-19 or who might have been 
in contact with the disease to avoid all public gatherings, 
including City meetings.

For additional resources regarding COVID-19 and how 
to respond to it please visit the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention and the Kent County Health Department 
for the most up to date information:

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/index.html
https://www.accesskent.com/Health/coronavirus.htm
If you have any questions, thoughts or concerns about the 

City’s COVID-19 response please contact the City Manag-
er by phone or e-mail.

Don’t want to leave the 
house to pick up a POST?

YOU DON’T 
HAVE TO!
Now offering:
3 month or 6 month 
subscriptions

3 month subscription for .....$15 
6 month subscription for......$25
12 month subscription for....$40

C h e c k  o n e , fi l l  o u t  f o rm  b e lo w , a n d  s e n d  t o  P.O . B o x  3 7 0 , C e d a r  S p r in g s , M I  
4 9 3 1 9 . O r  d r o p  o ff  in  o u r  d r o p b o x  o u t s id e  t h e  P O S T  a t  3 6  E . M a p le  S t . 

Name: 

Phone #: 

Address: 

YES send me a subscription of The POST
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                      ANSWERS - on page 13

 

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

ARTS/ENTERTAINMENTARTS/ENTERTAINMENT

JOKE
oof thef theWeekWeek

ANTIQUE MALL
Kaleidoscope

OF Times
(2 LOCATIONS)

6507 S. Greenville Rd | 616.225.2454 
Open Mon-Sat 10-5:30 | Sun 11-4

GREENVILLE EDMORE

$2 OFF Purchase of 
$20 or more

One coupon per visit/per customer. 
Some restrictions apply.

M-66 @ M-46 | 989.427.7000
Closed Mondays & Tuesdays

DIGITAL Movies at the
KENT KENT THEATRETHEATRE

8 N. Main St.
Cedar Springs

616-696-SHOW616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 97 4 6 9

TicketsTickets  ONLY ONLY $$3.003.00

UNTIL FURTHER NOTICEUNTIL FURTHER NOTICE
by mandate of the by mandate of the 
State of Michigan.State of Michigan.
For the safety of our For the safety of our 

volunteers and our patrons volunteers and our patrons 
during the COVID-19 crisis.during the COVID-19 crisis.

Thank you for your patienceThank you for your patience..

CLOSED

www.kenttheatre.com

theTable at The Springs Church 
Canceled
Mar. 19: Meals served every Thursday at The Springs 
Church on the corner of Oak and Grant are canceled until 
further notice. If meals are needed, please contact Cherryl 
at 616-696-2970. #tfn

En Gedi Fundraiser Auction Canceled
Mar. 20: In accordance with the CDC’s recommendation, 
En Gedi has postponed the 2020 Annual Auction Fundraiser 
scheduled for this Friday, March 20 with the hopes it will 
take place in the fall. All auction item donations have been 
safely stored and will be kept until the next auction. Anyone 
who purchased a ticket can receive a refund or can use it 
at the next auction. Please know how very much the En 
Gedi Team appreciates your support. Information will be 
disbursed when more is known. #12

Sand Lake UMC Fellowship Hall 
Rededication Canceled
Mar. 21: The rededication of the Sand Lake United 
Methodist Community Fellowship Hall scheduled for  
Saturday, March 21st has been canceled. No new date has 
been set at this time. #11,12p

Community Night Canceled
Because of the current restrictions regarding COVID-19, 
the Cedar Springs Rotary Club is cancelling Community 
Night 2020. We are not going to reschedule it. If you already 
registered, you will get an email with your options. Celebrate 
tax day with us next year on April 15 for  Community Night 
2021. #12

HHometown
HappeningsHappenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community 
service for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular 
demand for placement in this section, we can no 
longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is Monday 
at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles 
will run as space allows. Guaranteed placement is 
$10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can 
email your Hometown Happenings to happenings@
cedarspringspost.com please include name and 
phone number for any questions we may have.

NOTICE: We need NEW jokes! If you have a good 
“clean” joke to share email it to news@cedarsprings-
post.com or send to P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 
49319

STATEPOINT 
CROSSWORD
THEME: RENAISSANCE 
FAIRE
ACROSS
1. Wing it
6. Salvatore, to his friends
9. Bigger than tsp.
13. Swedish money
14. Snoop
15. Hold the floor
16. Predict from an omen
17. More of the same
18. Cell dweller
19. *Good ____, as in morning
21. *Gathering of rogues and ____, sing.
23. What engineer and auctioneer have in 

common
24. Japanese vodka
25. Gourmet mushroom
28. Sheer profit
30. *Set up a tent
35. “Best ____ schemes o’ mice an’ men”
37. Attention-getting interjection
39. One who looks at the stars, e.g.
40. Eye up and down
41. Train stop
43. Laughing on the inside
44. Remember this battle site!
46. Isaac’s firstborn
47. Zelensky’s capital
48. Fermented milk drink, pl.
50. Billy Joel’s “____ the Good Die Young”
52. Use lacrimal glands
53. Weakest in chess
55. Burmese neighbor

57. *Please
61. *Men’s vest
64. Child-eating daemon, 

Greek mythology
65. Call to Bo-peep
67. Andretti or Lauda
69. Colorado ski resort
70. “Slippery” tree
71. Phantom’s genre
72. Scotland’s famous lake
73. Johnny’s other nickname
74. Martha Washington post 

1799, e.g.

DOWN
1. Rap sheet abbr.
2. Keith Moon’s instrument 

of choice
3. Apple’s apple, e.g.
4. Accustom
5. Like infertile land
6. Do like volcano
7. *Are
8. Swimsuit fabric
9. Not kosher
10. Island east of Java
11. Roofed colonnade
12. One of the Ivies
15. Murdering, slangily
20. Artemis’ companion
22. Island strings
24. Blended family family 

member

25. *Longer than a cape
26. Two under par
27. a.k.a. pilau
29. *Fare ____ well
31. *Horseshoe cleat
32. Pre-life
33. *Shakespeare’s pattern
34. *Restroom
36. Actress Moore
38. Sound of pain
42. Tutu fabric
45. Annie or Oliver, e.g.
49. Sigma Alpha Epsilon
51. Peter of Peter, Paul and 

Mary
54. Big name in grills
56. Giraffe’s striped-leg 

cousin
57. Blueprint
58. Tear down
59. Mischievous sprites
60. Decorative neckwear, 

pl.
61. Doorframe part
62. Tea choice
63. Infamous Roman
66. *Popular Renaissance 

Faire beverage
68. Like sashimi

follow us on 
facebook

Short Spring Jokes 
When do monkeys fall from the sky? 

During Ape-ril showers! 
Can February March? 

No, but April May! 
Why is everyone so tired on April 1? 

Because they’ve just finished a long, 31 day March! 
What season is it when you are on a trampoline? 

Spring-time! 
What flowers grow on faces? 

Tulips (Two-lips)! 
Why are trees very forgiving? 

Because in the Fall they “Let It Go” and in the Spring 
they “turn over a new leaf.”

Why is the letter A like a flower? 
A bee (B) comes after it! 

What do you get when you pour hot water down a rabbit 
hole? 

A hot cross bunny 
What did the tree say to spring? 

What a re-leaf. 

MON - FRI 10-6 | SATURDAY 9-12

107 N Main Street | Cedar Springs
616-696-1910
ced@llcoop.org

www.cedarspringslibrary.org
fb: cedarspringspubliclibrary

Cedar Springs 

Community Library



Elementary and middle school students partner to read  Wish . The map created by freshmen to denote reading around the 
world and exposing students to different genres and cultures.
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Creative teChnologies aCademy
A Non-profit Public School Academy

Making a Difference in the Things That Matter!

Boys Varsity Basketball 
Finishes on Top

SCHOOL CALENDAR
*Subject to change per government mandates.

SCHOOL HOURS
Grades K-5: 8:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m.
Grades 6-12: 7:45 a.m. - 2:45 p.m.

FlexTrac Grades 9-12: (7:45 a.m. – 2:45 p.m. 
including 2 self-scheduled hours)

April  3-10  Spring Break
 13  Classes ressume
 14  Jostens Cap & Gown Delivery
  Girls Varsity Soccer Game @Algoma   

 Christian School @4:30 p.m.
 16  Girls Varsity Soccer Game @Barry County  

 Christian School @4:30 p.m.
 17  Wall of Honor Celebration @1:15 p.m.
  Girls Varsity Soccer Game @Cedar Springs  

 HS @4:30 p.m.
 20  Girls Varsity Soccer Game @Cedar Springs 

HS  @4:30 p.m. PA Meeting @6:30 p.m.
 21  Girls Varsity Soccer Game @Algoma   

 Christian School @4:30 p.m. 22 Board   
 Meeting at 3:30 p.m.

 24  Early Release Day
*Early Release Dismissal Schedule

• K-5 Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.
• 6-12 Dismissal at 12:45 p.m.

March is A Reading Adventure

CTA is celebrating March is 
Reading Month school-wide!

In the elementary, Ms. Lane 
created a bulletin board filled 
with staff and student book 
recommendations. There 
have been a slew of parents 
and community members in 
the building as mystery read-
ers, and 4th & 5th graders are 

building a Yellow Brick Road 
to Oz as they log their reading!

The freshmen created a 
world map for students in 
grades 6-12 to promote read-
ing books from around the 
world, and secondary students 
are accumulating as many 
reads as they can throughout 
the month. Students are com-

peting to see which class can 
read the most!

ALL students are having 
a shared reading experience 
through  One School - One 
Book , partnering the elemen-
tary and secondary together! 
Every Monday morning in 
March, K-5 students read Bar-
bara O’Conner’s  Wish  with 

their secondary partners, and 
preschool students and their 
partners will read a variety of 
picture books. You can find 
students throughout the cam-
pus reading and discussing 
together.  Every student will be 
able to keep his or her copy!

Happy reading, everyone! 

The varsity boys take a minute to pose with their victory net after the district championship game.
Front Row (L tor R): John Wortz, Luke Hubbard, Ivan Winters. Back Row (L to R): Coach Eric 
Besmer, Evan Besmer, Ethan Watson, Landon Winters, Avery Bishop, Kaden Winters, Jake Per-
ry, Parker Tompkins, Assistant Coach Mark Winters

Boys Varsity won the Great Lakes 6 dis-
trict championship. The boys had a great 
season and Coach Eric Besmer is proud of 

the boys as they came together to finish the 
season strong.

Sweetheart Sock Hop

CTA students had an opportunity to take 
a step back in time at the Sweetheart Sock 

Hop on Saturday, February 15. Festivities 
included retro decor, throwback music, and 

Mr. and Mrs. Perry chaperoned the dance in 
full 50’s style!

CTA students stepped back in time to dance 
the night away and enjoy photo opps with the 
themed props.

fun photo opportunities!

you can provide.
Donate to the food banks, homes, shelters

There are several food banks in the area. They will accept 
canned goods and unopened packaged goods not yet expired.  
They will also welcome financial donations and put them to good 
work.

If you have extra supplies at home consider building a care 
package. Things in short supply include: hand sanitizer, disinfec-
tant wipes, soaps, rags, tissues, paper towels, toilet paper, sponges, 
mops, plastic or latex gloves, buckets, soaps, laundry detergent, 
disinfectant aspirin, Tylenol, and immune system supplements. If 
you have extra new bottles of cold medicines these will also be 
provided to those in need.

Look in the phone book or on organization websites to see the 
best way to donate or contact them to get involved.

Some of the organizations are instituting procedures for remote 
drop off of donations and drive through pickup of care packages. 
Pay attention to new procedures to reduce the risk of face to face 
exposure.

Get Involved in Local Organizations and Networks
If you are a member and participate in an existing organization 

or social network, get involved.
Many organizations have donate/volunteer or care package re-

quest buttons to their website and social media pages. Do what 
you can and work with your organization’s leaders and team coor-
dinators.  Identify your skills and make yourself available.
Home Delivery/Store Pickups

Most of the major local grocery stores and chains in offer on-
line shopping with both in-store pick up and home delivery op-
tions.  InstaCart (www.Instacart.com) and Rosies App (www.
RosiesApp.com) have websites that can be searched by location 
to identify the participating stores in the local area.

If you know of a home-bound, less than capable, self-quaran-
tined person or family, volunteer to go and pick up their purchases 
and deliver it to them. Use your phone to make porch and door-
way deliveries to reduce the risk of face to face exposure.
Deep Clean and Disinfect Everywhere

Businesses should study their workplaces in detail and shut 
down all common free food sharing locations. At least tempo-
rarily, shut down your popcorn machines, coffee service, donuts, 
cookies, candy,  anything that people can touch and contaminate.

As an extra precaution, clean anything that people can touch 
frequently.  Disinfect often-touched surfaces such as counters, 
chairs, phones, door handles, keypads, tv remote controls, kitchen 
and stovetops, desks, restroom surfaces, etc.

Place a spray bottle and disposable paper wipes with disinfec-

tant in your car. If you are out and about, wear gloves and wash 
commonly touched surfaces (doorbells, door handles, railings) 
before and after you touch them. 

Get in this habit: Clean. Touch. Clean Again. Everything. Ev-
erywhere. Every time. Everyone. 

If you touch it, leave it cleaner than before you touched it.  If we 
all do this, we can make a difference.

Bag anything that is used for disinfection in a plastic bag and 
dispose of it carefully so no one else can come in contact with it. 
Get Outside

Event and school cancellations and travel restrictions are going 
to drive people inside. One of the best ways to destress and in-
crease social distancing is to get outside. So bundle up and head to 
the park.  Take a walk. Go for a hike.

Help the people you can help the most.
 
About the Author
Paul Krupin is a retired environmental specialist and attorney 

with 27 years of experience with numerous federal government 
agencies and another 20 years in industry. He was trained as an 
Emergency Medical Technician (EMT), nuclear emergency man-
agement team member, wilderness first aid responder, and was a 
county civil defense director in Idaho. He writes a weekly outdoor/ 
lifestyle/ environment column for the Tri-City Herald in Kenne-
wick Washington (owned by McClatchy).  He can be reached at 
pjkrupin@gmail.com.

PreparationsPreparations
...continued from page 7...continued from page 7



FORFOR  RENTRENT

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer
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Emma – 3-year-old female – Medium Mixed Breed
Hello, my name is Emma! 
I’m as sweet as can be 
and am the best of both 
worlds; I love to go on ad-
ventures but I also don’t 
mind cuddling up on the 
couch with you. I love to 
socialize with my human 
friends and am looking for 
a family where I can be the 
center of attention. My fa-

vorite thing? Playing with stuffed toys!  
If you’re interested in adopting Emma, please contact Humane 
Society of West Michigan!

Kit – 3-year-old male – Domestic Longhair Mix
Hi, there! My name is 
Kit. I’m 3-years-old and 
a huge lap cat! If I had it 
my way,, I’d follow you 
anywhere and every-
where. I love to share 
meals with friends and 
hear about your day. 
Calm dogs don’t bother 
me and I’ll even snug-
gle with them if we’re 
friends! I’m ready to find a family of my own.
If you’re interested in adopting Kit, please contact Humane 
Society of West Michigan!

Humane Society of West Michigan is open Tuesday-Friday 
12pm-7pm and Saturday 11am-4pm. 

HELPHELP
WANTEDWANTED

ANIMAL ADS
ARE FREE

• LOST 
• FOUND 
• FREE to good 

homes

small ads 
make ¢ents

HOMES HOMES 
FOR FOR SALESALE

CLASSIFIEDSCLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

AUCTIONAUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

PP      STSTTheThe

Humane Society of West Michigan’sHumane Society of West Michigan’s

For more information on the Humane 
Society of West Michigan,  call (616) 

453-8900 or visit them at 3077 Wilson 
NW,   just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road 

during adoption hours or visit 
www.hswestmi.org

PETS of PETS of the the WEEKWEEK

CRITTERCRITTER
CORNERCORNER

LOST LOST 
ANDAND FOUND FOUND

CLASSESCLASSES
AND AND LESSONSLESSONS

Beginner 

Call 
616-263-9385 
to register

CROCHET LESSONS

small ads 
make ¢ents
Call for details

696-3655

WANTED WANTED 
TO TO RENTRENT

ANDY’S
TREE 

SERVICE
• FULLY INSURED
• FREE ESTIMATES
800.982.4540
231.937.5607

SERVICESSERVICES

NOTICE: All real estate 
advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Amendments Act and 
the Michigan Civil Rights Act, 
which make it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, national 
origin, handicap, familial 
status, age or marital status, 
or an intention to making any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” Familial Status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody 
of children under 18. This 
newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real 
estate, which is in violation of 
the law. To report discrimination, 
call the Fair Housing Center at 
616-451-2980. The HUD toll-
free number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275. 

BUSINESS PROFESSIONALSBUSINESS PROFESSIONALS
KENT DUMPSTER

local family business

616-437-1460
kentdumpster.com

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

6653 - 136th St. • Sand Lake
P 616.636.5453 | F 616.636.5466

Agricultural | Residential | Commercial
• QUALITY FLATWORK 
• DECORATIVE
• LICENSED & INSURED 
• FREE ESTIMATES

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.

Brynadette Powell

616.835.2624

Branch Office:
21 E. Maple St. 

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

H VS Builders
Honest Affordable Quality Workmanship

Scott Henningsen
Licensed & Insured

616-255-5734
www.hvsbuilders.com

• New Construction
• Remodeling
• Additions
• Siding

• Roofing
• Flooring: from carpet to tile
• Decks
• Garages

FREE ESTIMATES

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year

New Hours:
Monday-Friday
8am to 5:30pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
• American Express

14050 edgerton
Cedar springs 616.696.3051

Full-serviCe auto repair
• Brakes • Engine • Electric • Oil Changes
• Tires (new and used) • Wheel Alignments 

• Maintenance • Foreign & Domestic

Bassett’s
Towing & Auto Repair

And  ADVERTISE

Keys to 
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog

Call 696-3655

in

616-696-1100616-696-1100
www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

CEDARFIELD 55+
COMMUNITY
next to Meijer

1,456 sq. ft. home
Large garage

Lovely back deck
with open views

$76,000

Home Based Business For Sale:
Red Flannel 
Factory, LLC
Please contact Pam at 
redflannels56@gmail.com 
for more information.

Own a piece of History!

NOTICE
All parties concerned 

for 
Aurora Dandridge, 

please contact 
Sally Johnson  

at 
sallex58@gmail.com

Dated: March 19, 2020

NOTICENOTICE

Help Wanted: Part Time – 2 
strong boys/ 2 men/ or a couple 
for yard work, furniture delivery 
etc. Bob Truesdale, Amish 
Warehouse, 616-238-4899. #12p

Part – Time & Full – Time 
positions available, CDL Class 
A, Truck Driver. Home every 
night, part time 1 – 2 days per 
week. Must have good driving 
record and pass drug screening. 
Howard City. Call 231-250-9696. 
#10-15p

Job opening for insurance agent in 
Cedar Springs. Sales Experience 
preferred. Email resumes to 
Chris@conflittiagency.com. #tfnb

Direct Support Professional: 
Spectrum Community Service 
is looking for an outgoing 
individual to serve and support 
our Individuals. All shifts available 
– particular need for part-time 
weekend help $10.50 – $11.00 
per hour, more with related 
experience. A Day in the Life as 
a Direct Support Professional: As 
the direct hands who would serve 
our people. You would provide 
the care in the areas of feeding, 
personal hygiene, role modeling, 
and community outing, personal 
life skill goals as well a variety 
of other invaluable services, 
because we believe that every 
person, as a valued member of 
the human community is entitled 
to dignity and respect. We believe 
that all people have the right to 
receive services which support 
them in achieving their highest 
potential. Ready to apply? If this 
job sounds like a fit for you, then 
reach out to Carey at cmartin@
spectrumhumans.org or 616-
696-3035. #9-14b

Room wanted to rent. Town or 
country. Willing to shovel snow 
and do lawns. Does not smoke, 
drink or do drugs. Call 231-856-
3762. #12p

Found: Quadcopter drone 
found on February 27th on the 
bike trail near Pine Street, 
Cedar Springs. Call 616-696-
3248. #10

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Kent Dumpster: Local Family 
Business. Call 616-437-1460. 
www.kentdumpster.com. #35p

3/17/2020
We hope to continue placing animals in homes and serv-
ing as a resource for our community in the coming weeks! 
HSWM will continue to follow the guidelines and mandates 
put forth by the State of Michigan regarding the COVID-19 
outbreak. At this time, our shelter will remain 
open by appointment only.

 Visit www.hswestmi.org for more info.

Please note that HSWM is now requiring an appoint-
ment for adoptions due to COVID-19. Those interested 
can call 616-453-8900 to schedule.



PUBLIC NOTICE 
TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER, 
KENT COUNTY, Michigan

NOTICE OF PUBLIC 
HEARING:

FISCAL YEAR 2020-2021
PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Spencer 
Township Board of Trustees will hold a public 
hearing on the proposed township budgets for 
fiscal year April 1, 2020- April 1, 2021 at the 
Spencer Township Hall, 14960 Meddler Ave. NE, 
Gowen MI on Thursday, March 26, 2020 at 7:30 
PM. Copies of the proposed budgets are available 
for public inspection at the Spencer Township Hall. 

The property tax millage rate proposed to 
be levied to support the proposed budget 
will be a subject of this hearing.

Individuals with disabilities requiring auxiliary aids 
or services should contact the Spencer Township 
Office at 616-984-0035

Dated: March 19, 2020  Lisa Wright-
Spencer Township Clerk
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LEGAL LEGAL 
NOTICESNOTICES

Summary Of The Regular 
Meeting Of The

Cedar Springs City Council
Thursday, March 12, 2020

7:00 P.M.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The Meeting Was Called To Order At 7:00 
P.M. By Mayor Hall.  The Pledge Of Allegiance 
Was Recited.  Five Councilmembers Were 
Present.  Eight People Addressed The Council 
During The Public Comments. There Were No 
Scheduled Public Hearings. The Agenda And 
The Consent Agenda Were Approved With The 
Following Changes: Addition 8F Cedar Blitz 
Community Event Application. Action Taken: 
Motion To Approve Resolution 2020-06 To Adopt 
The Amphitheater Use Policy And Guidelines, 
Motion To Approve Contribution Up To One 
Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($1500.00) To 
The Policing Of The Proposed Bicycle Race On 
May 30th, Motion To Approve The Cedar Springs 
Renaissance Faire Community Event For June 
19th Through June 22nd, Motion To Approve 
March 25th CS Public Library Easter Egg Hunt 
Community Application, Motion To Approve 
Recommendation To Rezone 112 W. Muskegon 
From R1 To B3, Motion To Approve Chamber 
Of Commerce Start Of Summer Celebration 
Community Event, Motion To Approve June 18th, 
July 16th, August 20th NKCE Summer Concerts In 
Morley Park Event Application. Discussions Were 
Held On: Proposed Maijuana Ordinances, Skinner 
Field Lease Draft. The Meeting Was Adjourned At 
8:05 P.M.  A Complete Copy Of The Minutes Are 
Available In The Office Of The City Clerk And Will 
Be Posted On The City’s Website Upon Approval.

Dated: March 19, 2020  Shandell 
Napieralski

Deputy City Clerk
616.696.1330

 

COURTLAND 
TOWNSHIP

7450 - 14 Mile Rd
Rockford, MI 49341

COURTLAND TOWNSHIP 
REGULAR BOARD MEETING

March 4, 2020
Synopsis of Minutes

Present: Andersen, , Brown, Hartman, McConnon, 
McIntyre and Mojzuk. Absent: Bartels
Approved: March 4, 2020 Agenda. Approved 
2020-2021 Budget. Approved: Consent Agenda/All 
monthly reports received. Approved: February 5, 
2020 Regular Board Meeting minutes.  Approved: 
Resolution No. 2020-02 Officers’ Salary, Resolution 
No. 2020-03 Sewer Rate.  Approved: Ordinance 
No. 2020-02Z Barn Venue. Denied Ordinance to 
amend Zoning Ordinance – Commercial Storage 
Warehouse.  
Next meeting: Wednesday, April 1, 2020 @ 7 PM. 
Complete minutes available at the Twp. Hall, 7450 
14 Mile Rd., during regular office hours and on the 
website @ www.courtlandtwp.org.  

Dated: March 19, 2020 Susan Hartman, Clerk/
Matt McConnon, Supervisor

Township 
of Solon
County of Kent, 

Michigan

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC HEARING ON 

BUDGET FOR 2020-2021 
FISCAL YEAR

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
on Thursday, March 26, 2020, at 7:30 p.m., the 
Board of Trustees of the Township of Solon will 
hold a public hearing at the Township Hall, 15185 
Algoma Avenue NE, within the Township, to hear 
and consider comments regarding the Township 
budget for the April 1, 2020 through March 31, 
2021 fiscal year.  A copy of the budget is avail-
able for public inspection at the Solon Township 
Hall.

The property tax millage rate proposed 
to be levied to support the proposed bud-
get will be a subject of this hearing.

This notice is given pursuant to Act 43 of the 
Public Acts of Michigan of 1963 (Second Extra 
Session), as amended.

Dated:  March 19, 2020  
TOWNSHIP OF SOLON

Mary Lou Poulsen, Township Clerk

Township 
of Solon
County of Kent, 

Michigan

PUBLIC NOTICE
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN:  Where-

as the top priority of the Solon Township Board of 
Trustees is the health and well-being of our res-
idents, employees and visitors, and after careful 
consideration and concerns regarding spread 
of the Coronavirus (COVID-19), we have decid-
ed to close the Township offices and Township 
community room to the public until April 6, 2020, 
which may be extended if warranted.  

Township employees will be available during 
business hours of Monday-Wednesday, 9:00-
5:00, by telephone (616-696-1718) or email.

The regular Board meeting scheduled for 
March 17, 2020 has been combined with the 
public budget hearing scheduled for Thursday, 
March 26, 2020 at 7:30pm.   There will be no 
Planning Commission or advisory committee 
meetings in March.

Please check our website (solontwp.org) for up-
dates and information.   
Email addresses are:  supervisor@solontwp.org, 
clerk@solontwp.org, treasurer@solontwp.org, 
zoning@solontwp.org,   assessor@solontwp.org,  
adminasst@solontwp.org.

Dated:  March 19, 2020  
TOWNSHIP OF SOLON

Mary Lou Poulsen, Township Clerk

CROSSWORD answers from page 8

PUBLIC NOTICE 
OF THE CITY OF 
CEDAR SPRINGS

The City Council Has Approved Ordinance 222 
An Ordinance To Amend Chapter 40- Zoning 

Of The City Code Of Ordinances.  The Change 
Adopts A New Zoning Map For The City Of 

Cedar Springs.    

Ordinance 222 is effective March 19, 2020. 
Complete copies of the ordinances are available 

in the office of the City Clerk.

Dated: March 19, 2020  Rebecca Johnson

week). To help our team provide the freshest food possible, 
we will be distributing food on two days next week. First, we 
will be preparing meals and making them available for stu-
dents on Monday, March 23. We will then restock our sup-
plies and distribute meals again on Wednesday, March 25.  
Drive thru pick-up will be available in the loop in front of Ce-
dar Springs High School between 12:00 p.m. and 1:30 p.m. on 
Monday and Wednesday of next week. Volunteers will also be 
available to deliver meals to families living on one of our ex-
isting transportation routes who don’t have the means to pick-
up their food. For the health and wellness of our volunteers, 
we will not be delivering meals outside our district boundaries. 
Please use the form at the link below to let us know how many 
meals to prepare next week.

https://tinyurl.com/CSPS-food-form

MealsMeals
...continued from page 2...continued from page 2

Support YOUR local newspaper
Attention Businesses!

and give back to the community you serve! 

advertise in 

Call a Sales Rep TODAY!
616-696-3655

Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed
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Vintage cars help raise funds 

for museum
By Tom Noreen

 
Even an overcast morning with a few sprinkles 

did not keep the 58 registered auto buffs from 

bringing their vintage wheels to Morley Park 

last Saturday, July 27, according to Cedar 

Springs Historical Museum Director Sharon 

Jett. The annual car show each summer is 

one of the museum’s biggest fundraisers.

Historical Society President Fred 

Gunnell, welcomed me to the 

show and Sally Grayvold 

wanted to make sure 

I got my name in 

the bucket for the 

50/50 drawing, 

which was won by 

Darwin Spear of 

Grand Haven.
There was a good 

mix of vehicles to look 

at as you walked the line. 

Some looked mint-out-of-the-

box such as Phil Harrison’s 1957 Chevy, 

while others were works in progress. There were 

sports cars, family sedans and pickup trucks. Some 

were stock and others were modified like Gene Niel-

sen’s 1935 Ford pickup he had been working on for 

the last 3-1/2 years. Carl Anderson had it in his barn 

for a number of years before Gene picked it up and 

started work on it.
One gentleman had a pair of 1940’s era military 

jeeps. One painted Army olive drab with a pedestal 

mount machine gun and the other in Air Force blue. 

Both had trailers and were in better shape than my jeep 

was in the 101st Airborne Division back in the 1970s.

Music by the Patin Sisters, Pat and RoseAnne, drift-

ed through the air along with the aroma of grilled hot 

dogs provided by the Cedar Springs FFA.

A big thank you to all the sponsors who helped make 

the fundraiser a success! 

Crash punctures dump truck gas tank

Solon Township 
shows off town hall

Solon’s new township hall has a 2,000-square foot meeting room that        

residents can rent. Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

A crash at the corner of 

Main and Muskegon Streets 

in Cedar Springs last week 

Thursday, July 25, resulted 

in a gas spill from a dump 

truck leaving a construction 

zone.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police officer Chad 

Potts, a jeep driven by Car-

oline Bartlett, 68, of Cedar 

Springs, was heading east-

bound on Muskegon Street 

about 2:45 p.m., when it 

approached the Main Street 

intersection and tried to turn 

right. When the driver real-

ized she couldn’t make the 

turn and was going to hit the 

barricade, she tried to abort 

the turn and went straight, 

and struck the driver’s side 

of a Dean’s Excavating 

truck that was heading north 

through the intersection. The 

crash ruptured the fuel tank 

on the dump truck and Ce-

dar Springs firefighters and 

others worked at the scene 

to clean up the spill.
Neither the driver of the 

jeep nor the driver of the 

dump truck, Gary Wall, 55, 

of Leroy, were transported 

to the hospital. They sought 

their own medical attention. 

In a related incident, a fire-

fighter at Main and Church 

Street was directing traffic 

away from the accident, 

when a southbound pickup 

with yellow lights rotating 

proceeded through that in-

tersection without stopping 

and bumped the firefighter 

with his mirror. He was not 

injured and no citation was 

issued.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police Chief Roger 

Parent, the truck was owned 

by Dean’s Excavating and 

had been called in to help 

with the cleanup. But the 

firefighter didn’t know that. 

Parent cautioned citizens 

to always stop and identify 

themselves if they need to be 

at the scene of an accident. 

“When in doubt, they should 

stop. They shouldn’t think 

that everyone knows what 

they are there for,” he said. 

By Judy Reed

Solon Township held an open 

house last Saturday, July 27 to 

show off the new township hall 

to residents. Throngs of visitors 

were treated to a hotdog lunch 

and other free refreshments, as 

well as a tour of the facility. The 

Solon Township Fire Department 

also had an engine there for kids 

to tour.
The township approved the 

building of the 6,000 square-

foot hall with community room 

in the fall of 2011. The building 

has 4,000 square feet of offices, 

a 2,000 square-foot community 

room, in floor boiler heat, 2x6 ex-

terior sidewalls, about four inches 

of spray foam insulation, a brick 

exterior, steel roof, LED lighting 

which operates automatically, 

some heated sidewalks, plenty of 

handicap parking, and a security 

system with cameras that can be 

viewed remotely. 
Supervisor Bob Ellick told the 

Post in June that the total cost of 

the building would be between 

$860,000 and $880,000 when 

completed.

Photo by 
Tom Noreen

Post photo by J. Reed.

Post photo by J. Reed.
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It’s Not Easy, But Look Past the Market Selloff
These are challenging times. Like everyone, 

you are concerned about keeping your family safe 
and healthy, and you’re doing your part to help 
protect your community from the effects of the 
coronavirus. And if you’re an investor, you must 
also address your financial situation. How should 
you respond to the current market volatility and 
recent declines in investment prices?

For one thing, try to avoid what many others 
seem to be doing: panicking. The market selloff 
may feel unsettling, but it appears to be driven 
as much, or more, by fear and panic than by 
economic or financial reality.

Uncertainty is high, but there are reasons 
– solid, objective reasons – that provide more 
confidence in the longer-term outlook, suggesting 
that conditions still warrant an eventual rebound. 
U.S. unemployment entered this situation near 
a 50-year low, with solid wage growth. We will 
see a temporary disruption to the labor market, of 
course, along with a decline in economic activity, 
but households entered this period in generally 
good shape. Furthermore, housing market 
indicators were moving upward and the decline 
in mortgage rates could add more strength. 
Also, the Federal Reserve’s recent interest rate 
cuts, taking short-term rates back near 0%, will 
support the economic rebound as the impact of 
the virus containment efforts eventually fade.

In addition, while further volatility and 
the potential for further weakness will likely 
continue, the steep drops we’ve already seen 
indicate that the financial markets have “priced 
in” the likelihood of a short-term recession, 
which may mean that the worst of the stock 
market pain has already been endured, though, 
of course, there are no guarantees.

First, though, it seems likely that the 
investment world will finally calm down 

only when the health situation shows signs of 
containment – and this will inevitably happen, 
despite the grim reports we are seeing these 
days. As a country, we have the motivation, the 
will, the solidarity and the resources to defeat the 
coronavirus and its effects, despite the pain and 
trauma it is now undoubtedly causing. 

So, back to our original question: What 
should you do? Here are a few suggestions:

• Remember why you’re investing. Given the 
market decline, you may be tempted to change 
your investment strategy. But keep in mind 
that your financial goals, such as a comfortable 
retirement, are longer-term than the shelf life 
of the coronavirus. These goals, not today’s 
headlines, should guide your decisions.

• Re-evaluate your risk tolerance. The recent 
volatility provides a good test of your ability to 
weather short-term swings in your portfolio. 
If you’re having a hard time coping with these 
losses, your portfolio may be positioned too 
aggressively for your risk tolerance. If so, you 
might want to adjust your portfolio mix to 
include more fixed-income securities, which 
can help provide more “downside” protection. 
However, this would also affect your long-term 
growth potential.

• Look for buying opportunities. Stocks are 
now at their most compelling values in more 
than a decade – in other words, there are plenty 
of compelling investments out there. You can 
find many high-quality investments at very 
good prices, so you may want to consider taking 
advantage of the opportunity.

These are trying times for all of us. But as an 
investor, you’ll help yourself greatly if you keep 
the situation in perspective, take a long-term 
view, evaluate your own risk tolerance and be 
receptive to new possibilities. 

Resources for Michigan’s small 
businesses impacted by COVID-19
Organizations working together to support Gov. Whitmer’s 
request for Economic Injury Disaster Loan assistance from 
U.S. Small Business Administration

Art 
Probst 
retires
By Tom Noreen

 

Busy Moms Bakery opens

LANSING, MICH. The 
state of Michigan’s small busi-
ness entrepreneurial support 
organizations have joined forc-
es with the Michigan Econom-
ic Development Corporation 
to ensure economic support 
is available to Michigan busi-
nesses to overcome anticipat-
ed loss of revenue as a result 
of the COVID-19 virus, the 
organizations announced this 
week.

“Small businesses drive the 
economies of our communi-
ties, and we understand that 
they are facing unprecedented 
challenges. We are committed 
to providing vital economic 
support to small businesses to 
help overcome the temporary 
loss of revenue they are expe-
riencing,” said MEDC CEO 
Mark Burton. “We are work-

ing with small business organi-
zations and partners around the 
state to ensure that every pos-
sible resource is made avail-
able to businesses, communi-
ties, entrepreneurs and others 
around the state, and we will 
continue to provide updates as 
soon as they’re available.”

On March 16, Gov. Gretch-
en Whitmer informed the U.S. 
Small Business Administration 
that she is seeking an Econom-
ic Injury Disaster Loan Decla-
ration for the state and has ini-
tiated the process to receive the 
declaration from SBA. That 
application process is expected 
to be completed this week.

Earlier this month, Congress 
passed legislation that makes 
$1 billion available to the SBA 
to provide low-interest loans 
to small businesses, small ag-

ricultural cooperatives, and 
nonprofits that have suffered 
substantial economic losses 
as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. SBA’s Economic 
Injury Disaster Loans offer up 
to $2 million in assistance and 
can provide vital economic 
support to small businesses to 
help overcome the temporary 
loss of revenue they are expe-
riencing.

MEDC is also encouraging 
businesses and communities 
throughout the state to learn 
more about its wide range of 
tools aimed at assisting Michi-
gan’s small- and medium-sized 
businesses. In particular, the

MEDC Access to Capital 
programs can provide greater 
availability of working capital 
during times of growth, change 

Rep. Mark Huizenga (center) of Walker attended the grand 
opening of Busy Moms Bakery in Cedar Springs on Saturday, 
March 7. Pictured with Huizenga are Busy Moms Bakery own-
ers Tom and Sharon Wilkes. Huizenga represents parts of Kent 
County, which includes the cities of Cedar Springs, Grandville, 
Rockford, and Walker and the villages of Kent City and Sparta.

Having trouble finding bread or other baked goods? Pop 
into Busy Moms Bakery, 43 N. Main Street, and get what 
you need, including some delicious cinnamon rolls!

The bakery, owned by Sharon and Tom Wilkes, opened 
earlier this month. They provide stone ground wheat, 
breads, sweets, pastries, cakes, gluten-friendly and keto 
items. 

“We make our products from scratch using freshly ground 
wheat that is ground in a handcrafted grain mill imported 
from Austria,” they explained. 

They also offer baked goods made to order and try to fill 
special dietary needs when requested.

The couple said that their 3-5 year goal is to build an off-
site kitchen so they have the ability to supply fresh baked 
goods to local businesses and restaurants. 

Stop in and see them Tuesday through Saturday from 6 
a.m. to 2 p.m.; and Sunday 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. They are closed 
on Monday. Follow their Facebook page or give them a call 
at 616-826-6116 with questions.

BUSINESS BIT

For 66 years, the Probst fam-
ily name hung on the store at 
326 North Main Street in Ce-
dar Springs. Carl and Dorothy 
Probst opened the store in the 
fall of 1953. They bought the 
store from Sherry Olin. Olin 
owned a new furniture store in 
Sparta and sold used furniture 
in Cedar Springs. Carl made 
the jump from real estate to 
furniture and floor coverings 
at the urging of his friend Leo 
Conklin, who owned a retail 
furniture store in Grand Rap-
ids. Shortly after buying the 
store, the Probst family (Carl, 
Dorothy, Art, Don, and Dave) 
moved from Grand Rapids to 

Cedar Springs.  
Art, the oldest of the three 

boys, began working at the 
store as soon as it opened. 
During the school year, he 
commuted to Ottawa High 
School where he graduated in 
1954. Art took over the floor 
covering side of the business. 
He attended the Armstrong 
floor installation school where 
he learned how to lay carpet 
and linoleum. Throughout his 
career, flooring was Art’s forte. 

I asked 
Art what he 
missed the 
most about 
retiring? He 
said, “I miss 
the people the 
most. There 
are great peo-
ple in the Ce-
dar Springs 
area. I enjoy 
helping peo-
ple. Custom-
ers would 
come into the 

store knowing that they want-
ed a new floor but had no idea 
what they wanted to put on it. 
Guiding them through the op-
tions to a decision was what I 
liked to do.”

Art met his wife, Carolyn, 
at the 5th Wheel Truck Stop 
(now Classic Kelley’s) in 
1958. Carolyn graduated from 
Cedar Springs High School 
that year and went to work for 
her mother, Dorothy Brooks, 
who owned the restaurant. Art 
would walk next door to the 
restaurant for lunch and they 
got to know each other. In 
1961 they were married. They 
had two sons, Alan and Kurt. 
Alan and his family live in 
Texas and Kurt recently passed 
away. 

Carolyn came to work at the 
store. Art said she was good 
with colors and decorating do-
ing interior design. Customers 
would ask her to help match 

flooring, paint, wall paper and 
furniture.

In 1966, Art and Carolyn 
took over the store from Carl 
and Dorothy. As the business 
grew, they added onto the store 
three times in the 1970s. 

Art said one of the most 
challenging aspects of the 
business was keep up with 
the trends and introducing 
new items to customers. The 
store carried a wide range of 
furniture and flooring brands 
to offer customers the best 
selection possible. Art said he 
was thankful for the many loy-
al customers he had over the 
years. I know that my parents 
and in-laws shopped there. The 
only piece of new furniture we 
ever bought was from Art and 
Carolyn!

In 2008, Carolyn decided 
it was time to retire. She also 
wanted Art to retire but Art 
said, “I wasn’t ready yet.” At 
that point, they liquidated the 
furniture side of the business 
and concentrated on floor cov-
erings and window treatments. 
Art was back where he started 
in 1953.

Over the last few years, his 
son Kurt kept urging him to re-
tire “while he could get out and 
enjoy life.” After 66 years and 
the oldest family run business 
on Main Street, it was time to 
take down the sign. Unfortu-
nately, Kurt passed away be-
fore the business was sold to 
Lori Gates and Joan Dewey. 
They plan to continue the floor 
covering business.

Art is a charter member of 
the Cedar Springs Lions Club. 
Since 1959, Art has proudly 
worn his Lions vest serving 
others around the community. 

In the mid-70s, Art served 
on the Cedar Springs City 
Council and as Mayor. He still 
serves on the City’s Tax Board 
of Review.

When they were still sell-
ing furniture, they would loan 
pieces to the Cedar Springs 

RESOURCES - continues on page 15

Community Players to use 
during their productions. This 
is just one of the ways they 
helped around the community. 
Art would drop the items off 
and pick them up when the 
show was done.

At present, Art and Carolyn 
have no plans other than to stay 

in Michigan. They visit their 
son, Alan, in Texas a couple of 
times each year. 

I asked Carolyn about how 
it was to have Art home all the 
time? She jokingly replied, “I 
told him he had to go out and 
get a job!”
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State provides guidance to 
employers contemplating 
potential layoffs

Treasury: Small 
business taxpayers 
provided tax 
assistance
Penalties and Interest Waived for 30 days 
for Some Sales, Use and Withholding Tax 
Filers

LANSING, Mich.  Small businesses that have experienced disrupt-
ed operations due to the COVID-19 pandemic now have additional 
time to make their sales, use and withholding tax monthly payment, 
according to the Michigan Department of Treasury.

Effective immediately, small businesses scheduled to make their 
monthly sales, use and withholding tax payments on March 20 can 
postpone filing and payment requirements until April 20. The state 
Treasury Department will waive all penalties and interest for 30 days.

The past week has been hard for small businesses owners across the 
state as we work to mitigate the spread of coronavirus, Gov. Gretchen 
Whitmer said. Allowing them more time to pay their monthly tax pay-
ments will help us provide some much-needed assistance. I will con-
tinue doing everything I can to ensure our small businesses have the 
support they need during this time. We will get through this together.

Specific information about Treasury providing tax assistance to 
small businesses due to COVID-19 can be found in SUW Penalty and 
Interest Waiver Notice [ https://www.michigan.gov/documents/trea-
sury/SUW_Penalty_and_Interest_Waiver_Notice_684145_7.pdf ].

Our small businesses are important drivers of Michigans economy, 
State Treasurer Rachael Eubanks said. This change will provide some 
help to businesses as they navigate their way through this state and 
national emergency.

The waiver is not available for accelerated sales, use or withholding 
tax filers. Businesses with questions should call the Treasury Business 
Tax Call Center at 517-636-6925.

To learn more about Michigans taxes, go towww.michigan.gov/
taxes [ https://www.michigan.gov/taxes ]or follow the state Treasury 
Department on Twitter at@MITreasury [ http://www.twitter.com/mi-
treasury ].

Information around this outbreak is changing rapidly. The latest in-
formation is available at*Michigan.gov/Coronavirus* [ https://www.
michigan.gov/Coronavirus ]and*CDC.gov/Coronavirus* [ https://
www.cdc.gov/Coronavirus ].

LANSING, MICH. The De-
partment of Labor and Economic 
Opportunity provided guidance 
Wednesday to Michigan employers 
on how to avoid potential layoffs 
related to COVID-19. “We know 
that many families and businesses 
are and will experience economic 
pain as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic,” said LEO Director 
Jeff Donofrio. “Through Governor 
Whitmer’s executive action and 
existing state programs, there are 
resources for employers affected by 
COVID-19. We are also strongly 
urging job providers facing work 
shortages to place their employees 
on temporary leave as opposed to 
termination, so that they may re-
main eligible for potential federal 
assistance.” 

Work Share If employers are 
financially distressed but hope 
to continue operations by cutting 
back hours, they are encouraged to 
use the Unemployment Insurance 
Agency’s Work Share program 
that allows employers to maintain 
employment levels and business 
operations during declines in reg-
ular business activity rather than 
laying off workers. More infor-
mation about the program can be 
found at www.michigan.gov/work-
share. Temporary Leave vs. Ter-
mination Due to the uncertainty 
regarding potential congressional 
action regarding whether and how 
furloughed workers will be able to 
access federal paid sick, family and 
medical leave resources, employers 
are strongly urged to place employ-

ees on temporary leave and advise 
the worker that they expect to have 
work available within 120-days as 
opposed to termination. There is 
no additional cost to employers, 
employees remain eligible for UI 
benefits through the state, and em-
ployees may remain eligible for po-
tential federal assistance. 

Steps for employers placing 
employers on temporary unpaid 
leave: 

• Do not terminate the employ-
ee–specify a temporary / indefinite 
leave with return to work expected 
that is within 120 days. 

• Do not create a contractual ob-
ligation to bring the employee back 
to work. Let the employee know 
that the situation is fluid and subject 
to change. 

• Provide the employee with a 
formal Unemployment Compensa-
tion Notice. Employers will need 
to provide their Employer Account 
Number and Federal Identification 
Number. 

• Communicate to the employee 
about their rights. Under Governor 
Whitmer’s recent Executive Order, 
workers are placed on leave, or are 
unable to work because they are 
sick, quarantined, immunocom-
promised, or have an unanticipated 
family care responsibility, are eli-
gible for unemployment insurance 
benefits. 

• Ensure employers are provided 
information on how to obtain un-
employment insurance benefits. A 
factsheet can be found here. 

• Get each employee’s up-to-date 

contact information. 
• Let employees know if you will 

be putting updated information on 
the entity’s website or intranet, if 
applicable. 

• Appoint a single, or limited 
number of individuals who will 
field questions, and communicate 
that information to employees. 

• Keep a tally of all questions and 
answers. Periodically share with 
employees. The state is monitoring 
issues related to continued medical 
insurance coverage and will update 
accordingly. 

Elimination of Certain Unem-
ployment Costs to Employers 
Under the governor’s order, an 
employer or employing unit must 
not be charged for unemployment 
benefits if their employees become 
unemployed because of an execu-
tive order requiring them to close 
or limit operations. 

Other Resources The Michigan 
Economic Development Corpo-
ration’s call center stands ready 
to support businesses looking for 
assistance through other available 
state programs. For more infor-
mation, visit the MEDC’s web-
site: www.michiganbusiness.org 
or call 888.522.0103. The Michi-
gan Small Business Development 
Center can also provide resourc-
es for small businesses impacted 
by COVID-19. Visit their website 
https://sbdcmichigan.org/small-
business-covid19/ for additional 
information. t Michigan.gov/Coro-
navirus and CDC.gov/Coronavirus.

Check your refund
Tax Tip 2020-36

Taxpayers can check the status of their refund on IRS.
gov or the IRS2Go App

Taxpayers who filed their 2019 tax return 
and are waiting for their refund can check 
their refund status by going to IRS.gov and 
clicking on Get Your Refund Status to ac-
cess the Where’s My Refund? tool [ https://
www.irs.gov/refunds ].

People can check the status of their tax re-
turn about 24 hours after the IRS acknowl-
edges receipt of an electronically filed tax 
return and up to four weeks after a taxpayer 
mails a paper return. The Wheres My Re-
fund? tool updates once every 24 hours, 
usually overnight, so taxpayers only need 
to check once a day.

Taxpayers can also check their refund 
status, make a payment, and find free tax 
prep help through the IRS2Go app  [ https://

www.irs.gov/newsroom/irs2goapp] for 
their mobile device.

Taxpayers will need three things to use 
the tool:

*  Their Social Security number 
*  Their tax filing status 
* The exact amount of the refund 

claimed on their tax return 
Once the taxpayer enters that information 

the tool will display the progress of their tax 
return through the following stages:

*  Return received 
*  Return approved 
*  Refund sent 

Taxpayers should use the IRS2Go app 
or the official Wheres My Refund? tool at 
IRS.gov to avoid scammers who may create 

look-alike sites in an attempt to steal sensi-
tive personal information. They should go 
directly to IRS.gov and not rely on search 
engine results or click on links to refund 
sites they receive by email or text.

In certain instances, a taxpayer will need 
to call the IRS, such as:

*  It has been 21 days or more since 
they electronically filed their tax re-
turn 

*  It has been more than six weeks since 
they mailed their return 

*  When the Wheres My Refund? re-
sults tell the taxpayer to contact the 
IRS 

More information:
*  Refunds Information https://www.

irs.gov/refunds/about-wheres-my-re-
fund

* Refunds FAQs https://www.irs.gov/
refunds/tax-season-refund-frequent-
ly-asked-questions 

* Direct Deposit https://www.irs.gov/
refunds/get-your-refund-faster-tell-
irs-to-direct-deposit-your-refund-to-
one-two-or-three-accounts 

*  Amended Returns https://www.irs.
gov/filing/wheres-my-amended-return

or economic uncertainty. To support businesses 
and communities during this unprecedented 
time, the organization will also be evaluating 
virtual matchmaking and other enhancements 
to programs such as its International Trade, En-
trepreneurship and Innovation, Pure Michigan 
Business Connect, PlanetM and Match on Main 
Street programs.

“I’m so proud to see the state’s small business 
resources rally together in this time of crisis. The 
stories we are hearing from the small business-

es affected by COVID-19 are devastating,” said 
State Director of the Michigan Small Business 
Development Center J.D. Collins. “Rest assured 
that the combined resources of Michigan’s small 
business support system are here to help.”

MEDC’s call center stands ready to support 
businesses looking for assistance through other 
available state programs. For more information, 
visit MEDC’s website: www.michiganbusiness.
org or call 888.522.0103. The Michigan Small 
Business Development Center can also provide 
resources for small businesses impacted by 
COVID-19. Visit their website https://sbdcmich-
igan.org/small-business-covid19/ for additional 
information.

ResourcesResources
...continued from page 14...continued from page 14
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800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

266501

SERVICING THE GREENVILLE AREA AND SURROUNDING AREAS. WE GO ALL OVER!

800-982-4540 or 231-937-5607

Andrew T. Callender, Owner   CELL: 616-293-8867
MAIN OFFICE: 22300 M-82 • HOWARD CITY, MI 49329

Family Owned Since 1962 • www.andystreeservice.com
Serving Montcalm, Kent, Newaygo, Mecosta, Osceola Counties & More

SENIOR
DISCOUNT
Call for a FREE Estimate

WORK YEAR
ROUND

FULLY
INSURED

‘WE GO ALL 
OVER’

 Specializing in Working Around Power Lines & Houses

TREE WORK OF ALL KINDS
WHERE QUALITY WORK MATTERS. 

WE KEEP YOUR YARD CLEAN!
Veteran’s and 

Military Discount

ANDY’S TREE SERVICE

4395 14 mile rd ne Rockford, MI 49341

watsonrockford.com
616-884-5899

M&W 9-8 • TU, TH, & F 9-6 • SAT 9-3 • CLOSED SUNDAYS

FIND US ON

HOMES:
• Sand
• Top Soil
• Gravel
• Crushed Concrete
• Driveways
• Prep for New Homes

For ALL of your excavating needs...

• Septic Systems
• Water & Sewer Lines
• Basements
• Additions
• Tree Removal
• Yard Re-grading

Total Site Preparation

• COMMERCIAL   • RESIDENTIAL• COMMERCIAL   • RESIDENTIAL

OVER 40 YEARS EXPERIENCE

Owner Richard Opper
STATE LICENSED | INSURED
17950 Pine Lake Dr. | Sand Lake

616.636.5163
Cell 616.437.6996

FARMS:
• Ditching
• Tiling
• Fence Rows
• Land Clearing
• Demolition

WE PICK UP!

SAND LAKE AUTO SALVAGE
BUYING CARS 

& TRUCKS
Over 1000 Vehicles 

to Pull From
U-Pick----U-Save!

Buyers of 
Scrap Metal

9780 21 Mile Rd | Sand Lake 616-636-8650

• Tintable Stone Guard • All-Over Paint & Spot Repair • Glass Installed

89 N. Third Street
Sand Lake

(616) 636-5341 

Complete Collision

Free Estimates

Robinson
SEPTIC CLEANING, LLCSEPTIC CLEANING, LLC

IF YOU CAN’T FLUSH... 
YOU MAY NEED US!

w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e tw w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

1565 Dagget Road | Pierson
If you’re in a jam, 
Call 616-636-5565

or 887-2060

SHOP LOCAL 
SHOP PP      STSTTheThe

Say, 
“I saw 

it in 
The 

POST!”

Support 
Local 

Businesses


