
evenings. Counting everyone who attended—
students, parents, siblings, teachers, and library 
staff—the total came to 283 over the two eve-
nings.

Local author Amanda Litz donated books to 
be handed out at the event.

The Cedar Springs Public Library started this 
program in 1997, and later joined with KDL to 
jointly administer the program since students 
who live in Nelson and Spencer Townships 
have their home library there.

Teachers union gives 
superintendent a 
vote of no confidence
By Judy Reed

Over three-quar-
ters of the teach-
ers in the teachers 
union at Cedar 
Springs Public 
Schools have voted 
on record as hav-
ing no confidence 
in school Superin-
tendent Dr. Laura 
VanDuyn.

The Cedar 
Springs Educa-
tion Association 
(CSEA), the teach-
ers union in the dis-
trict, reported that 
they took a vote 
of “no confidence” in Superintendent Dr. Laura VanDuyn 
last week and that results showed a strong majority of 88 
percent of those voting in support of the resolution of no 
confidence. 

According to Jen Kahler, one of the CSEA leaders, there 
are approximately 150 members of the teachers union, and 
128 voted. There were 112 YES votes agreeing with the 
resolution, and 16 NO votes.

She explained that meetings were held in each building 
and an anonymous vote taken. Some building meetings 
were held on Wednesday, and some on Thursday, due to 
parent-teacher conferences. “They were able to get an ab-
sentee ballot if they weren’t able to attend the meeting,” she 
said. Those were collected through Monday.

Kahler explained that the ballots were placed in a securi-
ty envelope and sealed. Then the security envelopes were 
placed in a large mailing envelope.

The majority of the votes were counted on Sunday at 
Cedar Springs Middle School by union leaders Jen Kahler, 
Brett Burns, Dawn Nielsen, Josh Cooper, and Libby Meti-
va. The remaining absentee ballots were sent to the union 
secretary and counted with two union representatives pres-
ent on Monday.

Results were sent via email to the Board of Education and 
Human Resources at the school Monday evening, March 
19. They were then released publicly Tuesday morning.

“We followed the protocol that our MEA representative 
Michael McGee recommended,” explained Kahler. “He 
asked that we share the results first with the Board of Ed-
ucation and Human Resources department, then share the 
results with our members before we made it available to our 
community. So the process took some time.”

Kahler said that they hope to get a response from the 
Board or Human Resources. The next step is to address the 
Board about it at the next meeting on March 26.

The Post has also asked Board President Heidi Reed for 
a statement on the vote and will update the story when (or 
if) she releases one.

This vote was taken by teachers union members only. It 
did not include non-union teachers or support staff. Accord-
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Resignation - continues on page 4

First grade library card celebration

Kent County getting additional 
money for road repairs
No tax or fee increases required for extra funding

superintendent Dr. Laura VanDuyn.

union - continues on page 4

A free popcorn was part of the fun at the Kent theatre.  

Kids were excited to celebrate at the Kent theatre ear-
lier this month. 

The First Grade Library 
Card Roundup ended with 
a Grand Party at the Kent 
Theatre on Monday, March, 
5, and Tuesday, March 
6, to celebrate “March is 
Reading Month.” The Ce-
dar Springs Public Library 
and Kent District Library 
Branches from Nelson and 
Spencer Townships each 
sponsored a free ticket 
for all first graders from 
the Cedar Springs Public 
Schools and Creative Tech-
nologies Academy to see 
“Paddington 2.” The Kent 
Theatre offered free pop-
corn to all first graders with 
a library card, counting 89 
first graders over the two 

Photo by Donna Clark.

Photo by Donna Clark.

 Cedar Springs will be one 
of several cities and villages 
receiving more funding for 
road repairs.

According to Rep. Rob 
VerHeulen’s office, Kent 
County—along with many of 
its local communities—will 
receive more money than 
previously expected for road 
repairs through a new state 
law.

The additional money 
comes without raising taxes 
or fees.

“Roads in many areas of 
Michigan obviously need a 

lot of work, especially with 
all of the potholes appearing 
after the freeze-and-thaw 
season,” VerHeulen said after 
the funding was signed into 
law this week. “More help 
is on the way with this extra 
money.”

An additional $175 million 
in transportation funding will 
be allocated statewide on top 
of what was previously ex-
pected. Much of the money 
is headed directly to counties, 
cities and villages for road 
preservation and construc-
tion.

Kent County’s 
road commission 
will get an estimat-
ed $3.34 million in 
additional funds. Cities 
and villages receive extra 
money on top of that in-
cluding Casnovia ($3,938), 
Cedar Springs ($23,936), 
Grandville ($113,579), Kent 
City ($8,461), Rockford 
($35,798), Sparta $26,939) 
and Walker ($180,740).

The money is already 
available because various 
state departments did not 
spend as much as originally 

projected 
during a 

p r e v i o u s 
budget cycle. 

That’s why no 
budget cuts or addi-

tional fees or taxes are re-
quired for the investment.

The extra money comes in 
addition to record-level road 
funding provided by previ-
ous long-term reforms. The 
state also has strengthened 
its warranty system designed 
to make sure new and refur-
bished roads will last longer.
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LORI VIsseR, Your LOCAL travel Agent (616) 263-1777
LVisser@CruisePlanners.com | www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com

The Post Travels is brought to you by: 

Post travels to 
Caribbean

For over 30 years Bruce and Myrna Chapman, of Ce-
dar Springs, have been enjoying their yearly cruise.  This 
year they traveled to Tampa, Fl  with family members and 
friends where they boarded the “Rhapsody of the Seas” 
a Royal Caribbean Cruise ship, on March 4th for a week 
long cruise to the western Caribbean. They visited Grand 
Cayman, Cayman Islands, Cozumel, Mexico, the island of 
Belize, and Costa Maya, Mexico and took the Post along 
with them.

Thanks for sharing and taking the Post with you!
Are you going on vacation? Take the Post with you and 

snap some photos. Then send them to us with some info to 
news@cedarspringspost.com or mail them to Post travels, 
PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. We will be looking 
for yours!

Myrna Chapman, of Cedar springs, pictured with the post and two of 
her great-granddaughters in Cozumel, Mexico.

Collision & Mechanical Centers

Greenville 
location:
(616) 754-0307
Collision & 
Mechanical Services
12700 Old 14 Mile Rd NE
Greenville
Mon–Fri: 8am to 5pm

cedar SprinGS 
location:
(616) 696-1830
Collision Services
13399 White Creek Ave NE
Cedar Springs
Monday – Friday: 
8:00am to 5:00pm

FixinG carS. HelpinG people.

SprinG

t h e c a r c e n t e r . o r g

iS Here!
iS your car ready 

to BloSSom?

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus 
     & 
  Restaurant

95 North MaiN | Cedar SpriNGS
      CSBreW.CoM | (616) 696-Beer

A labeorphilist 
is a collector 

of beer bottles

Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 36 years

Staff and others share reasons for 
wanting Superintendent to resign

By Judy Reed

Over 500 people filled the meeting 
room and foyer of Solon Township Hall 
Thursday evening to hear the personal 
stories of both current and former staff 
and board members of Cedar Springs 
Public Schools and how they have been 
affected by the policies of Superinten-
dent Dr. Laura VanDuyn.

Several of the speakers were in tears 
as they told their stories in public for the 
first time, despite fears of retaliation.

VanDuyn was hired to be Superin-
tendent four years ago, but a move-
ment within the community to get her 
to resign or for the board to give her a 
vote of no confidence has been steadily 
growing. An online petition has gar-
nered just under 1,900 signatures, and 
paper petitions with signatures will be 
presented at the next Board of Educa-
tion meeting on March 26.

Mary Graf, an elementary teacher for 
41 years, said she has worked for seven 
superintendents and several principals 
over the years. She said there would 
always be change, but also there has 

Joan Boverhof Jan wallace

always been mutual respect and col-
laboration with the administration. She 
remarked that now there is no collabo-
ration, and that teachers now feel reper-
cussions it they don’t completely agree 
with something or question anything. 
She said that happened to her last spring 

during a PLC on reading. There was a 
lot of tension in the room, and she said 
she tried to clarify how the teachers were 
feeling. The next week she received a 
letter from her administrator saying she 
had been unprofessional. Graf said her 

Reasons - continues on page 13

Teen defends Post newspaper, 
will miss prom
By Judy Reed

Cedar Springs High 
School senior Peyton Ellis-
ton was upset a few months 
ago when Cedar Springs 

Public Schools stopped dis-
tributing the 150 copies of 
the Post to the school build-
ings without notice. The 
Post and the school later 
negotiated to drop fewer pa-

pers there, but Petyon said 
she still isn’t seeing it at the 
high school.

Last month, Peyton put 
together three packets of 
information, along with a 
Post that she hung in the 

bathrooms in the senior 
hallway. The cover page 
said that “the transportation 
office was directed by the 
superintendent to abstain 
from distributing the news-
papers any longer. This is 
nothing short of an attempt 
on control and censorship. 
While I understand that 
many people have resort-
ed to using the Internet to 
access the daily news, the 
Cedar Springs Post is still 
a relevant collection of the 
significant events taking 
place in our community. We 
reserve the right to have ac-
cess to the town newspaper 
within our schools, and we 

teen - continues on page 7

Peyton elliston



As part of his office’s 
“prevention, preservation 
and prosecution” efforts, 
U.S. Attorney Andrew 
Birge announced the ar-
rival in West Michigan of 
additional resources for the 
Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration. 

U.S. Attorney Andrew 
Birge invited the media to 
meet with him and several 
partners from the communi-
ty and law enforcement on 
how they are addressing the 
opioid crisis. 

“It’s a matter of saving 
lives,” U.S. Attorney Birge 
declared as he recounted the 
staggering statistics already 
been in the news lately: 

• Since 2009, drug over-
dose deaths have outpaced 
traffic accidents as the lead-
ing cause of injury death in 

the United States. 
• Life expectancy in the 

United States dropped 
for two years in a row af-
ter more than a century of 
steady progress. 

• The number of children 
admitted to hospitals for 
opioid overdose has near-
ly doubled since 2004, ac-
cording to a study recently 
published in the journal Pe-
diatrics. 

• More people died of an 
overdose in 2016 than ever 
before—and more than died 
in the entire Vietnam War. 

• The Centers for Disease 
Control identified Michigan 
as one of the states experi-
encing a significant increase 
in its drug overdose death 
rates through 2016; and up 
over 24 percent for women 
just last year, according to 

the United Health Founda-
tion. 

• Emergency Department 
visits for opioid overdoses 
rose 30 percent in all parts 
of the country from July of 
2016 through September 
of 2017. Opioid overdoses 
were up 70 percent in the 
Midwest during that period. 

• Preliminary numbers 
from the Medical Examin-
er in Kent County for 2017 
indicate that we lost at least 
137 community members 
in this County to drug over-
dose deaths—a 50 percent 
increase over the preceding 
year, with more cases pend-
ing. 

U.S. Attorney Birge ex-
plained, “We also know that 
this trend started with pre-
scription drugs. Addiction 
to these drugs leads to hero-

in and worse, including fen-
tanyl bought off the street. 
About 80 percent of heroin 
users report using prescrip-
tion drugs prior to heroin.” 

U.S. Attorney Birge then 
discussed the three ways his 
office is addressing the ep-
idemic: 

• Prevention, educating 
the public and community 
members—especially our 
youngest—to discourage 
the new use of these dan-
gerous drugs; 

• Preservation, furthering 
information about what can 
be done to protect those 
currently suffering from 
Substance Abuse disorders, 
teaming with medical and 
treatment professionals and 
those that provide overdose 
antidotes to the community; 
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State eat safe fish guidelines set 
for Freska, Versluis Lakes

U.S. attorney’s office addresses opioid epidemic 

On Monday, March 19 
the tree clearing stage 
of the US-131 Recon-
struction Project began. 
In order to complete this 
operation, there will be 
periodic shoulder clo-
sures on Northbound 
and Southbound US-131 
from 10 Mile Road to 14 
Mile Road. These shoul-
der closures will be in 
place until March 31.

Prep work begins onUS-131

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Ser-
vices (MDHHS) recently advised the Kent County Health 
Department of contamination of fish from Freska and Ver-
sluis Lakes. MDHHS caught and tested fish in the lakes last 
year for per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances (PFAS) and 
mercury. Staff set “Eat Safe Fish” guidelines for fish caught 
in these lakes to protect everyone, including children, preg-
nant and breastfeeding women, and people with existing 
health problems such as cancer or diabetes.

Eat Safe Fish recommendations are provided as “MI 
Servings.” Think of the Michigan mitten shape: one MI 

Serving for adults is 6-8 ounces of fish (about the size of an 
adult’s hand). For children, one MI Serving is 2-4 ounces of 
fish (about the size of an adult’s palm).

FRESKA LAKE: Bluegill, sunfish, largemouth bass, 
and smallmouth bass filets were collected from Freska 
Lake in 2017 and tested for PFAS and mercury. PFAS and 
mercury was found in all the fish species. MDHHS issued 
the following recommendations for eating fish from Freska 
Lake:

 Type of Fish Tested Chemical Causing 
MI Serving 
Recommendation 

Size of Fish Recommended MI 
Servings per Month 

Bluegill Mercury & PFOS Any 2 
Sunfish Mercury & PFOS Any 2 
Largemouth and 
smallmouth bass 

Mercury Under 18” 2 

Largemouth and 
smallmouth bass 

Mercury Over 18” 1 

VERSLUIS LAKE: Northern Pike were tested from Versluis Lake in 2017; PFAS and mercury were detected. MDHHS 
issued the following recommendations for eating fish from Versluis Lake:

 Type of Fish Tested Chemical Causing 
MI Serving 
Recommendation 

Size of Fish Recommended MI 
Servings per Month 

Northern Pike Mercury Under 30” 2 
Northern Pike Mercury Over 30” 1 

An advisory has been added on the Kent County PFAS information pages at www.accesskent.com/PFAS.
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ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(since 1946) Non-Denominational • pentecostal Grace

180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am

Sunday Night ..... 6pm 
pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

sunday Worship: 11 aM
enhanced fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
coumc.weebly.com

Pastor: Rev. Kim DeLong

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Bill Johnson
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided
Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm 

(Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
 Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

Worship: Sunday 10:00 am 
Nursery & Children’s Church during message
*Youth - Sunday 11:30 am-12:30 pm *Tuesday - Celebrate Recovery 6:30-8:30 pm
*Wednesday - Kidzone & Grief Share 6-7:30 pm *Thursday - Open Prayer 6-7:30 pm

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM
Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM

Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 
Web: www.pioneercrc.org

Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Service Time: 10 am Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Senior Pastor, Rev. Chadrick Brown
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

St. John Paul II Parish
A Welcoming Catholic Church

3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2-mqa.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

From the Pulpit

Church

Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

Pastor Kevin Reed
GRace evanGelical FRee chuRch

4714 13 Mile Rd, Rockford

a TiMely WoRd
God is love and He calls His children to follow suit (1 

John 4:7-21).  Loving others comes from a gospel mindset 
that declares every life has value because it has been creat-
ed in the image of God (Gen. 1:26-27; Ps. 139). The call for 
followers of Jesus to love others is rooted in this founda-
tional belief. Regardless of how people are acting, how they 
are treating me, or whether I believe them to be right or 
wrong, it is my duty and my privilege to respond in the way 
of love because when I do this I reveal the image of the Di-
vine in a way that causes others to take notice. As Children 
of God, our greatest desire must be for others to see through 
our actions, a God who can change their life, a God who 
can give life and give life to the fullest (John 10:10). This 
is the mandate for all “believers,” as we are God’s ambas-
sadors in a world that desperately needs Him. I urge all the 
believers to consider this as we engage in this conflict or 
any conflict for that matter. After all, without love, we are 
nothing! (1 Cor. 13:1-8.)  

At this moment we are facing a battle that is leaving our 
community more divided than possibly ever before. It’s 
not long into a conversation before the question comes up, 
“Have you heard about what’s going on with the school 
board and the superintendent?” It is not my calling as a 
Church leader to comment on either side of this issue, es-
pecially here in a neutral public forum, but I do feel very 
strongly that some perspective may be needed, especially 
for those on both sides of the issue who call themselves 
“sons and daughters of God.”  

Conflict in life is inevitable. It’s a reality that we deal 
with everyday. The issue for God’s children when it comes 
to conflict is, “how do we navigate through conflict in a 
manner that is worthy of the gospel?” (Phil. 1:27.)  This is 
a topic that cannot be exhaustively dealt with here in such a 
short space, but I offer one verse that should be considered 
before we respond to others.  “…Love your neighbor as 
yourself” (Matt. 22:39b).  

ing to Matt Andres, who works in payroll and benefits at 
Cedar Springs Public Schools, there are 183 teachers on the 
payroll. That would include any non-union teachers.

This vote of “no confidence” by the teachers union has 
come on the heels of a petition by community members to 
get VanDuyn to resign. She was hired in 2014 to replace re-
tiring Superintendent Ron McDermed. Over the last couple 
of years, staff and community members have spoken out 
against her during board meetings, calling the atmosphere 
at the school a hostile work environment, and accusing her 
of bullying employees. However, three years in a row, the 
Board of Education has rated her “highly effective” in their 
evaluations. Her next evaluation is due in December.

Union
...continued from front page 

In

neWSPaPeR 
SPace FoR Sale
HERE

Shop LOCAL • Shop The POST

call Today! 
616.696.3655

P   ST
The

N e w s p a p e r

cONNEcT WiTH 
cOMMuNiTY



ngagementEEEEE
irthBBBBB
nniversaryAAAAA
eddingWWWWW
emorialMMMMM
bituaryOOOOO
hankyou!TTTTT
nnouncementAAAAA

ngagementEEEEE
irthBBBBB
nniversaryAAAAA
eddingWWWWW
emorialMMMMM
bituaryOOOOO
hankyou!TTTTT
nnouncementAAAAA

The Cedar Springs Post Thursday, March 22, 2018   Page 5

Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant
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Publish 
Your

• Birth Announcement
• Wedding Announcement
• Engagement 
• Anniversary
• Congratulations
• In Memory  
• Thank you

for only $20 
without photo
$25 with photo 

($5 per additional photo)
50 word limit 

*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject 
to additional fees by length.

*

*

in

Faith is 
daring the 

soul to 
go beyond 
what the 

eyes can see.

For we walk by faith, 
not by sight.

2 Corinthians 5:7

From god’s Little instruction Book- Honor Books

is online @ cedarspringspost.com

at home or away 
we’re just a click away

Church Connection

Bennie lee cRaMeR
On Monday, March 12, 2018 Bennie Lee 
Cramer passed away suddenly at the age of 
49. He had the biggest heart and would do 
anything for all who knew him. He loved 
people and to dance, cook and could always 
make you laugh. He will be remembered by 
his best friend of 30 years Russell Formen 
and by his sisters and brothers including 
Tina (Roger) Cary, Theresa (Bob) Gillies, 
Rick (Annette) Jones. Preceded in death by 
his mother, Renalda Gray. He will also be 
forever remembered by his numerous nieces 
and nephews and extended family and dear 
friends. He is loved and will be missed by 
us all. A Memorial will take place at a later 
date in his memory.

chaRleS “duane” 
FiSheR

Charles “Duane” Fisher age 83 of Grand 
Rapids, formerly of Cedar Springs passed 
away Wednesday, March 14, 2018 at home 
with his daughter. He was born in Craig, 
Missouri on August 19, 1934 to Charles and 
Loreen (Wright) Fisher. Duane is survived 
by his daughter Kristin Fisher-Kraemer, 
and her mother Tricia Fisher; grandson 
Brett (Falicia) Fisher; great-grandson Joxon 
Fisher. He was preceded in death by his 
wife Onalee in 2013. The family will meet 
with friends Saturday, March 24 from 1:00 
p.m. until time of service at 2:00 p.m. at 
the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs. Pastor Inge Whittemore 
officiating. Interment Elmwood Cemetery, 
Cedar Springs. Memorial contributions to 
the Alzheimer’s Association 2944 Fuller 
Ave. NE Ste 101 Grand Rapids, MI 49505. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

veRnon W. WhiTe lynn a. GReen

Vernon W. White age 72 of Ensley 
Township, Sand Lake, died Saturday, March 
17, 2018 at Metro Health Hospital. Vern 
was born October 19, 1945 in Courtland 
Township, Michigan the son of Wayne and 
Stella (Roberts) White. He had worked 
for Dykema Excavating in construction 
and loved to farm. He was an avid hunter, 
used work horses for farming and enjoyed 
trail riding with the “Over the Hill Gang”. 
Surviving are his wife, Judy; children, 
Anna (Doug) Jourden, Kathy (Bob) Kruger, 
Brenda (Dave) Pyne; grandchildren, Josh 
(Kim), Tonya (John), Andy, and Tyler; 
great-grandchildren, Harper, Westlynn, 
Madison, Carter, and Skylar; mother, 
Stella White; sister, Verna (James) Smigiel; 
brothers, Harvey (Margaret) White, Dennis 
(Colleen) White, nieces and nephews. He 
was preceded in death by his father; brother, 
Edward; and sister, Wanda Wagner. The 
family received friends Wednesday, March 
21 from 5-8 p.m. at the Bliss-Witters & 
Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs where 
the service will be held Thursday, March 
22 at11:00 a.m. Mr. Derald Rhineberger 
officiating. Interment Crandall Cemetery.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

Lynn A. Green (Bird) age 76 of Cedar 
Springs went to be with the Lord on 
Tuesday, March 20, 2018. Surviving are her 
husband Harold and children, Brent and Lee 
Green, Brian and Liz Green, Jan and Mike 
Gareau, Galen and Michelle Green; her 
sister, Donna and Jim Hurst; brother Steven 
and Laura Bird; 14 grandchildren and 3 
great-grandchildren. Services at Courtland-
Oakfield United Methodist Church at 11 
a.m. on Tuesday, March 27, 2018. In lieu 
of flowers, make donations to Courtland 
United Methodist Church Foundation fund 
or the charity of your choice.

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze

Thomas Cheslek
ManaGer-owner

www.hesselcheslekfuneralhome.com

88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

phone 616.887.1761 
Fax 616.887.2870

Independently Family Owned and Operated for Over 35 yearsIndependently Family Owned and Operated for Over 50 years!

Every Life Tells A Story...

Thank you 
to our 

Advertisers for
Keeping the 

post coming!
#shopthepost
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Arts/entertAinment

HHometown
Happenings

Hometown	Happenings	articles	are	a	community	service	for	non-profit	agencies	only.	Due	to	popular	demand	for	placement	
in this section, we can no longer run all articles. deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. this is not guaranteed space. 
articles will run as space allows. guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may apply. You now can email your 
Hometown Happenings to happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name and phone number for any questions 
we may have.

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeek

NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM

We have 

something for

everyone!

ced@llcoop.org
www.cedarspringslibrary.org
fb: cedarspringspubliclibrary

616-696-1910
107 N Main Street

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

MON - FRI 10 - 6
SATURDAY 9 - 12

Cedar Springs Community 

Library

YOUR hOMeTOwN

Kent theatre
DIGITAL Movies at the

now Showing

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 9

showtimes:
Fri.: 6:00Pm *
sat.: 3:00pm • 6:00pm *
sUN.: 3:00pm • 6:00pm

*winter hours - no 9Pm shows!

march 30-31

march  23 • 24 • 24
Movie Tickets 

ONLY $3.00

closed easter sunday aPril 6-8

coming soon:

beer     wine     Liquor

mokeyS aturdays

S
Fresh bbq all-day saturday - by the pound

• Brisket • Ribs • Chicken Wings  • Pulled Pork

NEW kitChEN hOurs:
tue-thur 11am - 3pm | Fri-Sat 11am-7pm

See what Cedar Springs is talking about! 
ASk ABout CAtERiNg! 

traditional Southern Style Smokers - Come check them out!

Try Us!

4848 18 MILE ROAD 
CEDAR SPRINGS MI   49319

(Corner  of  18 Mi le & nor th land dr.)

616.439.3010
stOre hOurs: 

7 Days a Week 10am - 10pm

Every Saturday
11am - 7pm

Senior Center Starting in Sand Lake
Mar. 23,30: On Friday afternoons from 1 to 3 pm, we are 
starting a Senior Center. It is held at the Nelson Township 
Library in Sand Lake. Every Senior is welcome. We have 
available games, trivia, puzzles and other activities for 
Seniors. We have the coffee on and plenty of conversation. 
Come and join us ! #12

Praise the Lord at Cowboy Church
Mar. 25: 2nd Chance will be having Cowboy Church on 
Sunday, March 25th at 6 pm. It will be at 2nd Chance School 
at 810 – 17 Mile Rd. Cedar Springs (corner of 17 Mile 
and Olin Lakes Rd). Music and ministry will be shared by 
Michelle Emmory and Katie Schmidt with a special message 
from Joan Gitchel. Invite your family and friends. Cowboy 
Church will be every 2nd and 4th Sunday of the month. Each 
service will have different people sharing God’s word and 
music. Cowboy Church will introduce you to 2nd Chance 
and its vision. The school is in the building stage, which 
when completed, will teach troubled teens through God and 
the horse. If you have questions, call 616-293-2150. See 
you there! #12b

TOPS weight loss support group
Mar. 27: Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit 
weight loss support group for men and women, meets every 
Tuesday at the Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sand Lake. 
Your first visit is free so come check out what TOPS can 
do to help you reach your weigh loss goals! Weigh-ins 
8:15-9am, meeting starts at 9:15am. In case of inclement 

weather, meetings are cancelled if Tri-County or Cedar 
Springs schools are closed. Call Martha at 696-1039 for 
more information. #12

Sand Lake Village Churches
Mar. 30: Good Friday “Walk to Remember” noon – 1:30 
pm. Walk begins at Resurrection Lutheran with stops at the 
Church of the Full Gospel and Mary Queen of Apostles and 
ends at Sand Lake United Methodist Church. Refreshment 
after the walk. Transportation provided for those not able to 
walk. #12,13b

Easter Egg-Stravaganza @ Solon 
Center Wesleyan
Mar. 31: An Easter Egg-Stravaganza, a celebration for 
children will be held on Saturday, March 31st at the Solon 
Center Wesleyan Church featuring a Special Needs Egg 
Hunt. There’ll be hot dogs, candy, face painting & 4,000 
Easter eggs for egg hunts for all children up to 10 years. 
On display will be Solon Township fire and rescue trucks, 
a Michigan State Police cruiser & Kent County Sheriff’s 
K-9 unit, and an authentic race car with driver Austin Hull. 
Registration begins at 11 am, and egg hunts begin at Noon. 
There will also be drawings and prizes, such as Easter 
baskets, a trip to Altitude Trampoline Park, and bicycles 
donated by Meijer will be given as grand prizes! For more 
information go to: www.scwchurch.org or call the church 
office at 696-3229. The church is located at 15671 Algoma 
Avenue, just north of 19 Mile Road. All families welcome! 
#12,13b

hometown happenings 
are online 

cedarspringspost.com/hometown-happenings/

Who is more important?
An alleged radio conversation between a US naval 

ship and Canadian authorities off the coast of New-
foundland many years ago:

Americans: Please divert your course 15 degrees to 
the North to avoid a collision. 

Canadians: Recommend you divert YOUR course 
15 degrees to the South to avoid a collision. 

Americans: This is the Captain of a US Navy ship. I 
say again, divert YOUR course. 

Canadians: No. I say again, you need to divert 
YOUR course. 

Americans: (Sternly) This is the aircraft carrier 
U.S.S. Lincoln, the second largest ship in the United 
States Atlantic fleet. We are accompanied by three 
destroyers, three cruisers, and numerous support ves-
sels. I demand that you change your course 15 degrees 
north, that’s one five degrees north, or counter-mea-
sures will be undertaken to ensure the safety of this 
ship!

Canadians: This is a lighthouse. Your call.



FRCP to perform “Wait until dark”

Photo:  FRCP cast members in “wait Until Dark” rehearsal - (from left) Kyle King, Chris swanson, Becky 
tower, Lyle Fales, and Jaci taylor.

The first production of 
2018 for the Flat River 
Community Players is the 
classic thriller, “Wait Un-
til Dark,” by Frederick 
Knott. First on Broadway 
in 1966, the play involves a 
lone woman who is the vic-
tim of a complex criminal 
plot.  

The action focuses on 
Susy, who unwittingly 
becomes trapped in the 
center of a dangerous con 
game. Criminal thugs clev-
erly convince her that her 
husband Sam is the prime 
suspect in a theft and mur-
der. They urge her to help 
them find the key to his 
innocence—a doll, which 
unbeknownst to Susy, con-
tains smuggled heroin.  

Finding the doll and sus-
pecting the men are not 
who they claim to be, Susy 
refuses to hand it over. She 
realizes she needs to force 
the bad guys to play by her 
rules…in the dark! Oh, yes. 
One more important fact: 

Suzy is blind. What fol-
lows is one of the most ten-
sion-filled scenes in modern 
theatre.

Director Larry Moss, 
whose other directing 
credits with the FRCP in-
clude terrific productions 
of  “Brighton Beach Mem-
oirs,” “Dracula,” and “A 
Few Good Men,” has cho-
sen a cast for “Wait Un-
til Dark” that’s a mixture 
of long-time Players with 
newcomers to the group.  

Leading the cast as Susy 
and Sam Hendrix are 
Becky Tower and Ryan 
Garlick. Appearing as Sgt. 
Carlino is Lyle Fales. New 
to the FRCP, Jaci Taylor 
is playing Sam and Susy’s 
young neighbor girl, Glo-
ria. Kyle King is also a 
Player for the first time, tak-
ing on the role of Mike Tal-
man. Chris Swanson plays 
Harry Roat, Jr. 

Working with Moss on 
the show is his producer/
assistant director, Roxanne 

“Rocky” Hutchinson. Doug 
Stek is the set designer, and 
Brittany Bassett serves as 
stage manager. Jessica Gil-
bertson is the show’s cos-
tumer and set dresser. Skip 
Schuster is handling props.

The FRCP production of 
“Wait Until Dark” runs for 
five performances:  April 
13, 14, 20, and 21 at 7:30 
p.m., and April 15 at 2:00 
p.m. All performances 
are at the Greenville Area 
Community Center.

Tickets are $13 for adults, 
$11 for senior citizens 60 
and over, and $11 for stu-
dents 18 and under. General 
seating admission tickets 
are available at the Green-
ville Area Community Cen-
ter during regular business 
hours Monday through Fri-
day. Tickets may be reserved 
online with MasterCard 
or VISA at www.flatriver.
showclix.com (or by phone 
at 1-888-71-TICKETS).     

If you have any questions 
about tickets, this show, 

or anything else about the 
FRCP, call the Players at 
(616) 754-8207. You can 
also visit the website www.
frcplayers.org, where there 
is a link to the FRCP Face-

book page.
The Flat River Commu-

nity Players group has been 
producing live comedies, 
dramas, and musicals in the 
Greenville Area for over 40 

years.  Every local produc-
tion is great fun and a valu-
able learning experience for 
the participants, both on-
stage and in the audience!

 

American Red Cross 
Hosting Benefit Concert
Featuring local band The Accidentals

The Accidentals will headline the Red Cross benefit concert April 10.

In 2017, American Red Cross volunteers 
responded to three historic back-to-back 
hurricanes—Harvey, Irma and Maria—
and the deadliest wildfires in California’s 
history. These volunteers are heroes for 
their selfless service in time of need. West 
Michigan is also fortunate to have its own 
heroes serving our communities right here 
at home, and the Red Cross of West Michi-
gan will honor them at the 2018 Hometown 
Heroes Encore Event on Tuesday, April 10, 
2018 at 20 Monroe Live in Grand Rapids.

The Red Cross of West Michigan has cel-
ebrated more than 50 individuals over the 
past decade at this annual event for their 

commitment to service. The evening is a 
celebration of humanity, as well as an op-
portunity to connect with members of the 
community, Red Cross staff and volunteers. 
In addition to networking and live music, 
Hometown Heroes Encore will include a 
cocktail hour, sit-down dinner and a live 
auction.

The evening’s musical headliner will be 
The Accidentals, one of Yahoo! Music’s 
top ten bands to watch in 2017. The bene-
fit concert portion of the evening is open to 
the public. Ticket information is available 
at www.redcross.org/HometownHeroesEn-
core.

The Cedar Springs Post Thursday, March 22, 2018   Page 7

in Cedar Springs
Run your ad here...
in your Community Newspaper

P   STThe
REAL NEWS @ 

w w w. c e d a r s p r i n g s p o s t . c o m

Arts/entertAinment

Teen
...continued from page 2
will not let one woman prevent us from keeping up 
with the stories surrounding Cedar Springs.”

The cover letter was accompanied by anonymous 
comments from students and community members.

Peyton and her mom Tami met with Assistant Prin-
cipal Anne Kostus on the issue. According to Tami, 
they made an agreement that Peyton would take a one-
day suspension for “insubordination” though there is 
nothing on that in the handbook. She said the agree-
ment was that she would still be able to go to prom 
if she behaved. Students who are suspended cannot 
normally go to the next dance.

Tami said the insubordination came from the fact 
that the week before, Peyton had asked a lunch em-
ployee if she could put something on the tables (a pa-
per) and was told she had to get permission. She didn’t 
put the papers out.

While Tami and Peyton thought the ordeal was over, 
she said she later got a phone call from Kostus saying 
that she should not have told her Peyton would be able 
to go to prom. It wasn’t fair to the other students.

Tami said the change came after the petition came 

out to ask the Superintendent to resign. Tami is one of 
the backers of the petition.

Peyton, who has a 4.0 average and will go to Michi-
gan State for pre-law, said she would do it again. “It’s 
censorship, you can’t censor the students’ material,” 
she said.

In last week’s Post, Board President Heidi Reed 
made the statement “Just as our students do not sac-
rifice their First Amendment rights at the schoolhouse 
doors, our individual Board members retain their indi-
vidual rights as citizens when they volunteer to serve 
our school community,” when she was speaking about 
statements made on a board member’s personal Face-
book page. Peyton’s dad brought that up when he met 
with Kostus, but was reportedly told it didn’t apply to 
Peyton, because she didn’t ask permission. But was 
also told if she had asked, it wouldn’t have been given. 
He has contacted the ACLU regarding Peyton’s right 
to free speech.

The Post reached out to Kostus to confirm the story 
or give a comment, but said that she couldn’t discuss 
the discipline of a student due to the privacy act.

arts & entertainments is online @
cedarspringspost.com
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March
29, 30, 31

God wants a relationship with you. Take time to worship 
at one of the following churches during Holy Week next 
week and let God prepare your heart to celebrate the joy 
of Easter!

CEDAR SPRINGS
Calvary Assembly of God
meeting in Red Hawk Elementary on the CSPS campus
(enter through Door 10)
April 1: Easter Worship Service at 10:30am
more info on Facebook or cscalvary.org

Cedar Springs United Methodist
140 S. Main St., Cedar Springs, MI 49319
March 25: Palm Sunday 10:15 a.m. Worship with “Fish 
Tales” Children’s Musical
March 29: Maundy Thursday Worship at 7:00 p.m.
March 27: Easter “For Early Risers” Worship at 8:30 a.m. 
Easter Breakfast at 9:00-9:30 a.m. Traditional Worship at 
10:15 a.m.
   
Solon Center Wesleyan Church
15671 Algoma Avenue, Cedar Springs, MI  49319
March 31: Easter EGGstravaganza, Registration begins 
@ 11 AM.  For kids 0-10 years.  4,000 candy filled eggs. 
Includes a special needs egg hunt! 
April 1: Easter Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.

The Springs Church
135 N. Grant St., Cedar Springs
March 30: Good Friday service at 7 p.m.
April 1: Easter Sunday 9 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. services

St. John Paul II
3110 17 Mile Road, Cedar Springs
March 29:  Mass of the Lord’s Supper at 7:00 p.m.
March 30:  Celebration of the Passion of the Lord at 3:00 
p.m.

March 31:  Easter Vigil at 8:30 p.m.
April 1:  Resurrection of the Lord-Easter Sunday Mass at 
8:30 a.m., 10:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m.
 
HOWARD CITY
First Baptist Church - Howard City
304 E Shaw St. Howard City 
April 1: Easter Sunrise Service 8:00 a.m.
Easter Breakfast at 9:00 a.m.
Easter Worship Service at 10:00 a.m.

ROCKFORD
Bella Vista Church
5100 Belding Rd NE, Rockford
March 30: Community Good Friday service 7 p.m.

BridgeWay Community Church
7700 Childsdale Ave., Rockford, MI, 49341
March 24: Free Community Breakfast & Easter Egg Hunt, 
8-11 a.m.
March 30: Good Friday Service - “I Thirst” at 6:30 p.m.
March 31: Easter Celebration Service - “Come Alive” at 6 
p.m.
April 1: Easter Celebration Services -  “Come Alive” at 9 
& 10:45 a.m.

Courtland Oakfield United Methodist Church
10295 Myers Lake Ave. NE, Rockford
March 29: Maundy Thursday breakfast 9:30 a.m.
March 31: Eggstravaganza Easter Egg Hunt 12:00 p.m.-
1:30 p.m.
April 1: Easter Worship Service at 11:00 a.m.

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church
1200 Post Dr. NE, Belmont
March 25: Palm Sunday worship service at 10 a.m.
March 29: Maundy Thursday service at 7 p.m.

March 30: Stations of the Cross service at noon
April 1: Easter Breakfast at 8:30 am, Easter worship service 
at 10 am

Our Lady of Consolation Catholic Church
4865 Eleven Mile Rd, Rockford, MI 49341
March 25: Palm Sunday Mass 9:00 am, 11:00 am
March 30: Good Friday Divine Mercy Chaplet 12:00 pm
March 30: Good Friday Passion Play 12:30 pm
March 30: Good Friday Service 2:00 pm
March 31: Easter Egg Hunt 10:00 am
March 31: Easter vigil Mass 8:30 pm
April 1: Easter Sunday Mass 9:00 am, 11:00 am

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14 Mile Road, Rockford, MI 49341
March 29: Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00pm
April 1: Easter Worship Service 9:30am

River Rock Church
6060 Belding Road NE Rockford, MI 49341
April 1: Easter Sunrise Service and Breakfast at 7:00 a.m. 
Easter Worship Services at 9 a.m. and 10:45 a.m. 

St. Peter’s Lutheran Church
310 E. Division Street, Rockford MI  49341
March 25:  Palm Sunday Service at 9:30 AM
March 29:  Maundy Thursday Service at 7:00 PM
March 30:  Good Friday Service at 7:00 PM
April 1:  Easter Breakfast, 8:30 AM
April 1:  Easter Worship Service, 9:30 AM
 
SAND LAKE
Church of the Full Gospel
East Lake St., Sand Lake, MI 49343
March 30:  Good Friday “Walk and Remember” Noon-1:30 
p.m.

Easter Services 2018

seRvices - continues on page 11
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Bunny Butt Cupcakes

FAMILY FEATURES 

This Easter holiday, hop into a new tradition and swap your 
classic ham for savory lamb. 

Cooking lamb can be easier than many might think, especially 
when using a pressure cooker. You can combine aromatic herbs 
with white wine for a juicy leg of lamb in under an hour. Or try 
baking a rack of lamb crusted with a quinoa-hazelnut combination 
and topped with a mint pesto. 

For a perfect, set-and-forget side, try slow cooker carrots, 
sprinkled with dill weed and lemon extract for a delightful spring 
dish. End the meal with festive cupcakes modeled after the Easter 
bunny, which can satisfy the sweet tooth of guests of all ages. 

Find more Easter recipes at McCormick.com and find 
McCormick Spice on Facebook and Pinterest.

Bunny Butt Cupcakes
Recipe courtesy of Amanda Rettke of “I am baker”
Prep time: 45 minutes
Cook time: 20 minutes
Servings: 24
 1  2-layer size white cake mix
 1  tablespoon, plus 2 teaspoons, McCormick Pure Lemon  
   Extract, divided
 1  tablespoon McCormick Pure Vanilla Extract
 3/4  cup white chocolate chips 
 2  sticks butter, softened
 16  ounces confectioners’ sugar
 2  tablespoons milk
 10  drops McCormick Green Food Color
 1-2  drops McCormick Red Food Color
 12  large marshmallows, halved crosswise
 3  tablespoons white nonpareil sprinkles
Prepare cake mix as directed on package, adding 1 tablespoon 
lemon extract and vanilla. Spoon 3 tablespoons batter into 24 
paper-lined muffin cups. Bake as directed on package for cupcakes. 
Cool cupcakes on wire rack.

To make bunny feet: In medium, microwave-safe bowl, 
microwave white chocolate chips on high 30 seconds. Stir 
until completely melted and smooth. Spoon into pastry bag or 
re-sealable plastic bag. Snip small corner from bag. Pipe 24 pairs 
of bunny feet onto parchment or wax paper-lined cookie sheet. 
Use toothpick to smooth out bumps or rough edges, and gently tap 
cookie sheet on counter to help settle. Allow to harden 2 minutes in 
freezer or 15 minutes in refrigerator.

To make frosting: In large bowl, beat butter and remaining 
lemon extract until light and fluffy. Gradually add confectioners' 
sugar, beating well after each addition and scraping sides and 
bottom of bowl frequently. Add milk; beat until light and fluffy. 
Remove half the frosting and place in medium bowl. Add green 
food color; mix until evenly blended. Spoon into pastry bag fitted 
with grass decorating tip. Set aside. Remove half the remaining 
frosting into small bowl. Add red food color; mix until light pink. 
Spoon into another pastry bag. 

Using pink frosting, pipe three toes and padding on each bunny 
foot. Once frosting has set (about 1 hour) gently press down on 
pink frosting to create smoother look.

To assemble cupcakes: Pipe green frosting onto each cupcake 
in series of short motions to create individual grass spots. Cover 
top of each cupcake completely.

To make bunny butts: Place cut sides of marshmallow halves 
onto each frosted cupcake, leaving room for bunny feet. Shape 
remaining white frosting into dime-sized balls then roll with white 
sprinkles to cover. Pipe small drop of remaining pink or white 
frosting onto top of each marshmallow. Press bunny tail on top.

Place both bunny feet against base of marshmallow with toes 
facing down.

Lemon Dill Slow Cooker Carrots
Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 3-4 hours
Servings: 6
  Nonstick cooking spray
 2  pounds carrots, peeled and cut into  
   1/2-1-inch chunks
 2  tablespoons water
 1/2  teaspoon salt
 2  tablespoons olive oil
 2  teaspoons McCormick Dill Weed
 2  teaspoons McCormick Pure Lemon Extract
 2  teaspoons Dijon mustard
 1  teaspoon white wine vinegar
Spray inside of 4-quart slow cooker with nonstick cooking 
spray. Add carrots, water and salt; toss to coat. Cover.

Cook on high 3-4 hours, or until tender.
In small bowl, mix olive oil, dill weed, lemon extract, 

Dijon mustard and vinegar. Stir into cooked carrots in 
slow cooker before serving.

Rack of Lamb with 
Quinoa-Hazelnut 
Crust and Mint Pesto
Prep time: 20 minutes
Cook time: 40 minutes
Servings: 6
 2  tablespoons red quinoa
 2  tablespoons white  
   quinoa
 1/2  cup water
 1/4  cup, plus 1 tablespoon,  
   finely chopped  
   toasted hazelnuts,  
   divided
 2  racks of lamb, about  
   1 pound each
 3  tablespoons olive oil,  
   divided
 1 1/8  teaspoons McCormick  
   Gourmet Sicilian Sea  
   Salt, divided
 1/4  teaspoon McCormick  
   Gourmet Organic  
   Black Pepper
 2  teaspoons lemon juice
 2  tablespoons  
   McCormick  
   Gourmet Organic  
   Mint
 1/8  teaspoon McCormick  
   Gourmet Organic  
   Garlic Powder

 1  cup plain Greek  
   yogurt
Rinse quinoa; drain well. In 
small saucepan over medium-
high heat, bring quinoa and 
water to boil. Reduce heat 
to low; cover and simmer 
13 minutes, or until liquid is 
absorbed, stirring occasionally. 
Spread cooked quinoa on baking 
sheet to cool. Stir in 1/4 cup 
hazelnuts. Set aside.

Heat oven to 450 F. Brush 
racks of lamb lightly with 1 
teaspoon oil. Sprinkle with 1 
teaspoon sea salt and pepper. 
Coat lamb with quinoa mixture, 
pressing firmly to adhere. Place 
lamb on roasting rack in foil-
lined, shallow roasting pan. 
Drizzle with 2 teaspoons oil.

Roast 20-25 minutes, or until 
desired doneness.

To make Mint Pesto: In 
small bowl, mix remaining oil, 
remaining hazelnuts, lemon 
juice, mint, garlic powder and 
remaining sea salt until well 
blended. Stir 1 teaspoon pesto 
into yogurt. 

To serve: Carve lamb into 
chops. Drizzle with remaining 
pesto. Serve with yogurt sauce.

Electric Pressure 
Cooker Lamb
Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 48 minutes
Servings: 12
 1  tablespoon McCormick 
    Garlic Powder
 1  tablespoon McCormick 
    crushed Rosemary  
   Leaves
 2  teaspoons McCormick  
   Sea Salt 
 1  teaspoon McCormick  
   Thyme Leaves
 1/2  teaspoon ground  
   McCormick Black  
   Pepper
 2  tablespoons vegetable  
   oil
 1  semi-boneless leg of  
   lamb (about 4  
   pounds)
 1  cup Kitchen Basics  
   Original Chicken  
   Stock
 1/2  cup dry white wine
 2  medium carrots, peeled  
   and cut into 2-inch  
   chunks
 1  medium yellow onion,  
   cut into wedges
 1/4  cup water

 2  tablespoons cornstarch
In small bowl, mix garlic powder, 
rosemary, sea salt, thyme and 
black pepper. Set aside.

In electric pressure cooker, 
heat oil on saute setting until 
simmering. Sprinkle half the 
seasoning mixture evenly over 
lamb. Place lamb in pressure 
cooker. Cook 8-10 minutes, 
or until browned on all sides, 
turning occasionally. Add stock, 
wine and remaining seasoning 
mixture to pressure cooker. 
Arrange carrots and onion 
around lamb. Close lid.

Cook 25 minutes on high 
pressure. Once complete, allow 
pressure to release naturally with 
vent closed 15 minutes. Vent 
to release remaining pressure; 
remove lid. Remove lamb and 
vegetables from pressure cooker; 
set aside and keep warm.

Set pressure cooker to saute. 
Cook, uncovered, until liquid 
is reduced by about half, about 
5-10 minutes. In small bowl, mix 
water and cornstarch. Stir into 
pressure cooker with wire whisk. 
Cook, stirring occasionally, 1-2 
minutes, or until thickened. Serve 
lamb and vegetables with gravy.Rack of Lamb with Quinoa-Hazelnut Crust and Mint Pesto

Lemon Dill Slow Cooker Carrots



Donna Ripley has 
become a 10-year 
KOP (Keep OFF 
Pounds) member of 
TOPS. Donna has 
been a member of 
TOPS (Take Off 
Pounds Sensibly) 
in Sand Lake for 
13 years. When she 
joined TOPS she 
went to her doctor 
to get a goal weight. 
In order to get to 
her goal weight she 
needed to lose 40 
pounds. This took 
Donna three years. 
After 10 years she 
still maintains her 
goal weight. She said 
that having a weigh-
in each week keeps 
her accountable and 
the many friends 
that she has made at 
TOPS have kept her 
on track.

Congratulations on 
a great achievement.

TOPS meets week-
ly on Tuesday mornings from 8:30-9:00 a.m. for weigh-ins 
followed by a meeting from 9-10. Everyone is welcome. If 
interested call Martha Bobb at 616-696-1039.
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Cedar Springs School Health Center is pleased to welcome new 
provider Terri Rosel, Nurse Practitioner. 

The health center is welcoming students ages 3- 21 (children under 
age 3 must be a sibling or child of a student using the health center). 

Services offered include: 
• Well-child visits and physicals for school, work, sports and camp
• Treatment for minor illnesses and injuries 
• Immunizations 
• Dental services 
• Counseling Services
• Assistance with chronic health problems and prescriptions  

for medications
• Hearing and vision screening, lab work and diagnostic testing  

  
The health center is open Monday – Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Call us at 616.696.3470 or just stop in!

Welcome

cherryhealth.org 

Terri Rosel 
Nurse Practitioner

THE BEST LOCAL  
INSURANCE AGENCY

CITY  •  000-000-0000
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

Since 1916, Auto-Owners and your  
local independent agent have  

been there when it matters most. 

Trusted for generations...

Gebhardt Insurance
Cedar SpringS • 616-696-9440

www.gebhardtins.com

Prevent poisonings in 
your homes 

A great achievement 
at TOPS

Donna Ripley

OFFICE HOURS: NOW OpeN Fridays 8am-2pm
MONDAY- THURSDAY 8AM-5PM

20 e CHUrCH sT Ne, 
Cedar spriNGs, mi 49319

W E L C O M I N G 
N E W  PAT I E N T S !
WE PROVIDE COMPLETE DENTAL CARE 
FOR ADULTS AND KIDS. 

·	 CLEANINGS
·	 COSMETIC DENTISTRY
·	 TOOTH WHITENING
·	 INVISALIGN
·	 TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS
·	 IMPLANT RESTORATIONS
·	 CROWNS/BRIDGES/DENTURES
·	 ROOT CANALS
·	 EXTRACTIONS
·	 EMERGENCY SERVICE

* Contact our office to verify acceptance of your plan.

We accept most dental insurances including 
Delta Dental traditional and PPO plans.* 

616-696-9420 
www.micedardental.com

“WE LOVE TO SEE YOU SMILE”
Dr. Andy Setaputri

heAlth 

ter in recognizing 
National Poison 
Prevention Week. 

More than 2 mil-
lion poisonings 
are reported each 
year to the nation’s 
poison centers. 
According to the 
American Asso-
ciation of Poison 
Control Centers, 
approximately 90 
percent of poi-
sonings happen 
at home and 51 percent of 
poisonings involve chil-
dren younger than the age 
of six. The majority of fatal 
poisonings occur among 
adults, especially older 
adults. 

“By educating Michigan 
residents about preventative 
measures they can take, we 
can help keep our environ-
ments and loved ones safe,” 
said MDHHS Director Nick 
Lyon. “It’s vital people are 
aware of poison prevention 
best practices in the home 
in order to keep themselves 
and their loved ones safe.” 

Residents should follow 
preventative measures to 
reduce the risk of poison-
ings, including: 

• Keep all chemicals, in-
cluding medications, out of 
the reach of children. 

• Carefully read the labels 
and dosages on all products 
before using. 

• Keep products in their 

original containers. 
• Do not mix chemicals. 
• Have a working carbon 

monoxide detector in your 
home. 

In Michigan, 60 percent 
of the calls received by the 
Michigan Regional Poison 
Control Center involve chil-
dren younger than 19 years 
of age. Of those pediatric 
calls, more than 70 percent 
helped to avoid emergency 
department visits. 

To learn more about ways 
to keep people of all ages 
safe and help prevent poi-
sonings, visit the Poison 
Help Web site at Poison-
Help.hrsa.gov. To view ma-
terials in Spanish, visit Poi-
sonHelpEspanol.hrsa.gov. 

In the event of a poison 
emergency, contact the 
Michigan Poison Control 
Center at 800-222-1222. If 
someone is unconscious or 
has trouble breathing, call 
911 immediately. 

Last year, the Michigan 
Regional Poison Control 
Center responded to 70,000 
calls related to potential 
poisonings. To raise aware-
ness around the dangers of 
potentially poisonous med-
icines and chemicals, the 
Michigan Department of 
Health and Human Services 
is joining the Michigan Re-
gional Poison Control Cen-
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tAx time
Contribute to an IRA by April 17

The right to finality — 
Taxpayer Bill of Rights #6

Affordable health 
screenings at Solon 
Center Wesleyan

Residents living in and around the Cedar Springs, Michi-
gan can learn about their risk for cardiovascular disease, os-
teoporosis, diabetes, and other chronic, serious conditions 
with affordable screenings by Life Line Screening. Solon 
Center Wesleyan Church will host this community event on 
April 10, 2018. The site is located at 15671 Algoma Ave. 
NE in Cedar Springs.

Screenings can check for:
• The level of plaque buildup in your arteries, related 

to risk for heart disease, stroke and overall vascular 
health.

• HDL and LDL Cholesterol levels
• Diabetes risk
• Bone density as a risk for possible osteoporosis
• Kidney and thyroid function, and more
Screenings are affordable, convenient and accessible for 

wheelchairs and those with trouble walking. Free parking 
is also available.  

Packages start at $149, but consultants will work with 
you to create a package that is right for you based on your 
age and risk factors. Also ask about our Wellness Gold 
Membership Program which allows customers to get all the 
screenings they need now, but pay $19.95 a month.  Call 
1-877-237-1287 or visit our website at www.lifelinescreen-
ing.com. Pre-registration is required.

Claim it for 2017
WASHINGTON —The Internal Revenue Service re-

minds taxpayers that it’s not too late to contribute to an In-
dividual Retirement Arrangement (IRA) and still claim it 
on a 2017 tax return. Anyone with an IRA may be eligible 
for a tax credit or deduction on their 2017 tax return if they 
make contributions by April 17, 2018.

This is the sixth in a series of nine IRS news releases 
called the Tax Time Guide, designed to help taxpayers nav-
igate common tax issues. This year’s tax-filing deadline is 
April 17.

An IRA is designed to enable employees and the self-em-
ployed to save for retirement. Most taxpayers who work are 
eligible to start a traditional or Roth IRA or add money to 
an existing account.

Contributions to a traditional IRA are often tax deduct-
ible, but distributions are generally taxable. Contributions 
to a Roth IRA are not deductible, but qualified distributions 
are tax-free. To count for a 2017 tax return, contributions 
must be made by April 17, 2018. In addition, low- and mod-
erate-income taxpayers making these contributions may 
also qualify for the Saver’s Credit.

Generally, eligible taxpayers can contribute up to $5,500 
to an IRA. For someone who was 50 years of age or older 
at the end of 2017, the limit is increased to $6,500. The 
same general contribution limit applies to both Roth and 
traditional IRAs. However, a Roth IRA contribution might 
be limited based on filing status and income. An individual 
can’t make regular contributions to a traditional IRA in the 
year they reach 70½ and older. However, they can still con-
tribute to a Roth IRA and make rollover contributions to a 
Roth or traditional IRA regardless of age.

If neither the taxpayer nor their spouse was covered for 
any part of the year by an employer retirement plan, they 
can take a deduction for total contributions to one or more 
traditional IRAs up to the contribution limit or 100 percent 
of the taxpayer’s compensation, whichever is less.

For 2017, if a taxpayer is covered by a workplace retire-
ment plan, the deduction for contributions to a traditional 
IRA is generally reduced if the taxpayer’s modified adjust-
ed gross income is between:

• $0 and $10,000; married filing separately

• $62,000 and $72,000; single and head of household
• $99,000 to $119,000; married filing jointly or a qual-

ifying widow(er)
• $186,000 to $196,000; married filing jointly where 

the IRA contributor is not covered by a workplace re-
tirement plan but is married to someone who is cov-
ered

The deduction for contributions to a traditional IRA is 
claimed on Form 1040, Line 32, or Form 1040A, Line 17. 
Any nondeductible contributions to a traditional IRA must 
be reported on Form 8606. 

Even though contributions to Roth IRAs are not tax de-
ductible, the maximum permitted amount of these contribu-
tions is phased out for taxpayers whose modified adjusted 
gross income is above a certain level:

• $0 to $10,000; married filing separately
• $118,000 to $133,000; single and head of household
• $186,000 to $196,000; married filing jointly
For detailed information on contributing to either Roth 

or Traditional IRAs, including worksheets for determining 
contribution and deduction amounts, see Publication 590-
A, available on IRS.gov.

Also known as the Retirement Savings Contribu-
tions Credit, the Saver’s Credit is often available to IRA 
contributors whose adjusted gross income falls below 
certain levels. Eligible taxpayers get the credit even if they 
qualify for other retirement-related tax benefits. Like other 
tax credits, the Saver’s Credit can increase a taxpayer’s 
refund or reduce the taxes they owe. The amount of the 
credit is based on several factors, including the amount 
contributed to either a Roth or traditional IRA and other 
qualifying retirement programs.

For 2017, the income limit is:
• $31,000; single and married filing separate
• $46,500; head of household
• $62,000; married filing jointly.
Taxpayers should use Form 8880 to claim the Saver’s 

Credit, and its instructions have details on figuring the 
credit correctly.

Taxpayers can find answers to questions, forms and in-
structions and easy-to-use tools online at IRS.gov 24 hours 
a day, seven days a week. No appointments required and no 
waiting on hold.

Check out our 
e-edition @

 cedarspringspost.com/
e-newspaper-2/

Taxpayers who are interacting with the IRS have the right 
to finality. This right comes into play for taxpayers who are 
going through an audit. These taxpayers have the right to 
know when the IRS has finished the audit. This is one of ten 
basic rights—known collectively as the Taxpayer Bill of 
Rights—that all taxpayers have when dealing with the IRS.

For taxpayers who are in the process of an audit, here’s 
what they should know about the right to finality:

• Taxpayers have the right to know:
• The maximum amount of time they have to 

challenge the IRS’s position.
• The maximum amount of time the IRS has to 

audit a particular tax year or collect a tax debt.
• When the IRS has finished an audit.

• The IRS generally has three years from the date tax-
payers file their returns to assess any additional tax 
for that tax year.

• There are some limited exceptions to the three-year 
rule, including when taxpayers fail to file returns for 
specific years or file false or fraudulent returns. In 
these cases, the IRS has an unlimited amount of time 
to assess tax for that tax year.

• The IRS generally has 10 years from the assessment 
date to collect unpaid taxes. This 10-year period can-
not be extended, except for taxpayers who enter into 
installment agreements or the IRS obtains court judg-
ments.

• There are circumstances when the 10-year collection 
period may be suspended. This can happen when the 
IRS cannot collect money due to the taxpayer’s bank-
ruptcy or there’s an ongoing collection due process 
proceeding involving the taxpayer. 

• A statutory notice of deficiency is a letter proposing 
additional tax the taxpayer owes. This notice must 
include the deadline for filing a petition with the tax 
court to challenge the amount proposed. 

• Generally, a taxpayer will only be subject to one audit 
per tax year. However, the IRS may reopen an audit 
for a previous tax year, if the IRS finds it necessary. 
This could happen, for example, if a taxpayer files a 
fraudulent return.

For more info on the Taxpayer Bill of Rights, visit www.
irs.gov/taxpayer-bill-of-rights.

heAlth 

April 1: Easter Worship at 11:00 a.m.

Mary Queen of Apostles Catholic Church
1 W. Maple St, Sand Lake, MI 49343
March 30:  Good Friday “Walk and Remember” Noon-1:30 
p.m.
March 30: Evening Prayer/Stations of the Cross 7:00 p.m.
April 1: Sunday Morning Mass 7:30 a.m. & 9:30 a.m. 

Resurrection Lutheran Church
180 3rd St (Northland Dr), Sand Lake, MI 49343
March 30:  Good Friday “Walk and Remember” Noon-1:30 
p.m.
March 30: Good Friday Service 7:00 p.m.
April 1: Easter Breakfast 8:00 a.m.
April 1: Easter Worship at 9:30 a.m.  Balloon release after 
service.

Sand Lake United Methodist Church
65 W. Maple St., Sand Lake, MI 49343
March 30:  Good Friday “Walk and Remember” Noon-1:30 
p.m.
April 1: Easter SONrise Service 8:00 a.m.
April 1: Easter Breakfast 8:30 a.m.

South Ensley United Methodist Church
13600 Cypress, Sand Lake, MI 49343
April 1: Easter Worship at 10:55 a.m.

Sand Lake Village Churches
March 30: Good Friday “Walk and Remember” Noon-
1:30 p.m.
Walk begins at Resurrection Lutheran with stops at the 
Church of the Full Gospel and Mary Queen of Apostles and 
ends at Sand Lake United Methodist Church Refreshment 
after the walk. Transportation provided for those not able 
to walk

Services
...continued from page 8 

connect with community

Advertise in 
Support YOUR local Newspaper

call 616.696.3655
P   STThe

Shop LOCAL • Shop The POST

5,000 
Printed copies 

per week!
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636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

(616) 439-3400
North End Tire & Auto

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

Brynadette 
Powell

Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.Brynadette.com Your original

hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

Check out our 
e-edition @

 cedarspringspost.com/
e-newspaper-2/

www.EnsleyTeam.com
616.696.SOLD

Your Local Real Estate Agents

FIVE STAR REAL ESTATE 
4601 LAKE MICHIGAN DR • GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49534 

• 616.293.5297 • FIVESTARMICHIGAN.COM

FOR
SALE

THE ENSLEY
TEAM

616.293.5297

FIVE STAR REAL ESTATE • 4601 LAKE MICHIGAN DR, GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49534 • 616.293.5297 • FIVESTARMICHIGAN.COM

For ALL of your excavating needs...
• CommerCial • residential

Over 40 years experience
Owner Richard Opper
State LicenSed | inSured
17950 Pine Lake Dr. | Sand Lake

616.636.5163
cell 616.437.6996

• Total Site Preparation
• Prep for New Homes
• Basements • Additions
• Water & Sewer Lines
• Driveways 
• Tree Removal
• Sand • Top Soil • Gravel
• Crushed Concrete
• AND moRe

Thank you 
to our Advertisers for

Keeping the post coming!
#shopthepost

Opioid
...continued from page 3

New Hours:
Monday-Friday
8am to 5:30pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
• American Express

14050 edgerton
Cedar springs 616.696.3051

Full-serviCe auto repair
• Brakes • Engine • Electric • Oil Changes
• Tires (new and used) • Wheel Alignments 

• Maintenance • Foreign & Domestic

Bassett’s
Towing & Auto Repair

LegaL 
NOTICe

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan

PUBLIC NOTICE
Summary of Nelson 

Township Board Meeting
2 Maple Street

Sand Lake, MI 49343
Nelson Township/Sand Lake Hall

Tuesday, March 13, 2018
7:00 PM

Present: Noreen, Hoffman, Mahoney, Austin. 
Absent Armstrong. 

Board action: Adoption of the General, Library 
and Pine Lake Weed Control 2018 – 2019 budgets; 
Adoption of the General Appropriations Act 2018-
006; Amend Assessing and Inspection department 
budget centers; Accept Venman’s 2018 cemetery 
and lawn maintenance contract; Approve City of 
Cedar Springs and Village of Sand Lake 2018-
2019 fire contracts; Approve Arks Electrical 
proposal 6619; Approve dedicated funding for the 
Non-Motorized Trail Project. 

Discussed: Library Operating Procedures
 
Complete copies of the minutes are available at 
the Township Hall during regular business hours 
Monday – Thursday 9 AM to 3 PM.

Dated: March 22, 2018  Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

small ads 
make ¢ents

and
• Prosecution, investigating and charging those that 

would profit from the spread of these dangerous substances 
in our community. 

In the area of prevention, the U.S. Attorney’s Office 
teamed with Grandville Public Schools to host a community 
presentation on the epidemic in the Grandville High School 
Auditorium earlier this week. “I cannot stress enough how 
important it is for parents and teenagers to understand this 
epidemic. Teenagers learn and grow by making the oc-
casional poor choice, but they can’t afford to make poor 
choices with opioids,” explained U.S. Attorney Birge. 

As for preserving the lives of those caught in the ad-
diction spiral, Dr. Jeanne Kapenga talked about Families 
Against Narcotics (FAN) and how FAN educates the public 
and provides support for families facing addiction. 

“My office, of course, enforces the law,” U.S. Attorney 
Birge said. “Enforcing the law deters the suppliers and 
saves lives.” He gave as an example his office’s prosecu-
tion last year of a physician from Albion, Dr. Horace Davis, 
for illegally prescribing opioid painkillers and committing 
healthcare fraud. And he highlighted the heroin trafficking 
conspiracy his office charged last fall against 28 people. 

“We used the tools at our disposal to build that case, in-
cluding wiretaps and the secrecy of the grand jury. During 
the initial takedown, we seized over 21 kilograms of hero-
in, over 13 kilograms of cocaine and over $1.3M in cash.” 
He added that his office prosecuted 50 percent more heroin 
cases and defendants last year than the year before and that 
he expects that rate to keep rising. 

“The federal penalties for drug trafficking are heavy; 
trafficking offenses can carry mandatory minimum penal-
ties of five, ten, and twenty years and even life in prison, 
depending on the amount of drugs involved and criminal 
history. So my message for those who would turn people 
into addicts or take advantage of those who are already ad-
dicted, is the following: we’re going to use every tool we 
have to come looking for you and to prove your guilt and 
the federal sentences you will face if convicted are severe.” 

On the subject of enforcement, Bruce McColley, the As-
sistant Special Agent in Charge of the Detroit Field Office 
of the Drug Enforcement Administration, and Cathy Gal-
lagher, the Detroit Diversion Program Manager, addressed 
additional resources the DEA is bringing to West Michigan. 
The Grand Rapids office of the DEA will have more agents 
installed to investigate diversion of prescription drugs to 
non-medical uses, which fuels the epidemic. 

U.S. Attorney Birge explained that the additional re-
sources “will substantially improve our ability to deter and 
prevent prescription drugs from ending up in the wrong 
hands.” 

Voices/Views
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Reasons
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Voices / Views

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350 words. The 
subject should be relevant to local readers, and the editor reserves 
the right to reject letters or edit for clarity, length, good taste, accura-
cy, and liability concerns. All submissions MUST be accompanied by 
full name, mailing address and daytime phone number. We use this 
information to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do not print anony-
mous letters, or acknowledge letters we do not use. Writers are lim-
ited to one letter per month. Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, 
or send to Post Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319.

NOTICe
Post Scripts

As superintendent of the Cedar Springs Public 
Schools District, it is my honor and privilege to serve 
our community and students. We take pride in our 
diversity and through dedication, teamwork and col-
laboration, we are growing the success of our local 
schools.

At CSPS, we are paving our journey to excellence. 
Our district’s strategic plan serves as a guidepost for 
me as I navigate the waters of the ever-changing ac-
ademic environment. As superintendent, it is my re-
sponsibility to align decisions with the strategic plan 
so that our students have the best opportunity to 
achieve academic growth and development.

I’d like to share with the community, some of the 
immense progress that we, as a district, have made in 
achieving our strategic goals:

Goal 1: CSPS students will perform at or above 
grade level growth expectations set in School Im-
provement Plans.
•	 Improved	 student	 achievement	 ranking	 pro-

gressively from orange to yellow to lime green, 
district-wide on the Michigan state assessment.

o  Scale is a 5-point scale noted in colors (red: 
1- the least favorable, orange; 2, yellow; 3, 
lime green; 4, dark green: 5 - the most favor-
able)

•	 Increased	 average	 SAT	 scores	 from	 978.8	 to	
1007.7.

•	 Increased	reading	proficiency	goals	through	im-
plementation of the Reading Now Network re-
search and iReady methodologies.

•	 Increased	 Advanced	 Placement	 (AP)	 Courses.	
The	CSPS	high	school	was	named	to	the	College	
Board’s AP Honor Roll and given the US News & 
World Report’s Silver Rating.

•	 Added	an	upcoming	fifth	cohort	of	Early Middle 
College attendees.

•	 Implemented	 new	 K-12	 math	 curriculum	 and	
soon to be new next generation science stan-
dards curriculum (selected by our teachers on col-
laborative curriculum teams).

Goal 2: CSPS students will demonstrate age-ap-
propriate digital application/technology skills.
•	 CSPS	 purchased	 over	 1800	 computers,	 laptops	

and Chromebooks for our students and staff in 
just	2	years.

•		 Invested	in	large	scale	professional	development	
for all staff at District-led professional learning 
days as well at the Michigan Association for 
Computer	Users	in	Learning	(MACUL).

•		 Developed	a	technology	committee	to	set	vision	
and goals for improved teaching and learning in 
the area of technology and to establish proper 
planning for technology upgrades.

•		 Developed	a	 Science,	Technology,	 Engineering,	
Art and Math Coordinator position to build such 
programming	 and	 Career	 Technical	 Education	
K-12.

•		 Implemented	 2	 Robotics	 programs	 with	 plans	
for more in the coming year.

Goal 3: CSPS will be a physically and emotionally 
safe and inclusive place for staff and students.
•		 Constructed	secured	entries	to	Cedar	Trails,	Red	

Hawk, High School and camera/buzzer systems 
of	 entry	 at	 Beach	 and	 Cedar	View.	The	Middle	

Laura VanDuyn, Ed.D.
Superintendent 

Update from the 
Superintendent

School and New Begin-
nings will have an added 
system of entry and a 
camera/buzzer system re-
spectively.

•		 Developed	 a	 comprehensive	 counseling	 team	
and trained many staff and all administrators in 
Critical Incident Stress Management (CISM).

•		 Conducted	an	online	survey	to	gather	feedback	
from all	 staff,	parents	and	9-12	students	 to	pri-
oritize areas of strength and areas for focus and 
developed a culture committee to address con-
cerns and celebrate successes as revealed in the 
surveys.

•		 Implemented	 Responsive	 Classroom	 and	 OK-
2Say	 staff/student	 training	 and	 annual	 follow	
through.

•		 Implemented	a	Kent	County	Sheriff	Department	
School	Resource	Officer	program.

•		 Planned	for	new	emergency	response	plan.
Goal 4: CSPS will align all resources - Fiscal and 
Human - to achieve goals 1, 2, 3.
•		 Received	in	February	2018	the	Standard & Poor’s 

Global Ratings	 (S	 &	 P)	 assigned	 CSPS	 the	 out-
standing	rating	of	A+	based	on	our	prudent	fi-
nancial	management	(strong	reserves	and	mod-
erate	debt).

•		 Presented	 to	 CSPS	 by	 an	 external	 firm	 in	 No-
vember	 2017	 an	 exceptional	 annual	 financial	
audit from an outside independent auditor that 
proved our appropriate expenditures on teach-
ing and learning as well as an appropriate in-
crease in reserves.

•		 Employed	a	collaborative	zero-based	budgeting	
process to include site and district leadership 
team administrators to prioritize needs and rec-
ommend a balanced budget to the Board for re-
view and approval.

•		 Developed	 a	 Human	 Resource	 Department	 to	
conduct comprehensive employment practices 
and to assist all employees with employment 
needs, matters of concern, professional develop-
ment/credential tracking, etc.

•		 Reorganized	 the	 Business	 and	 Finance	Depart-
ment, after a comprehensive study of practices, 
conducted a facilities and operations study and 
developed a capital/facility improvement plan 
to include planning for things such as paving 
(new	driveway	behind	HS	 and	 surface	 roads,	 a	
new	football	stadium	turf	(Fall	2017),	facility	up-
grades, etc.

•		 Reduced	 the	number	of	 employee	credit	 cards	
from	approximately	77	to	approximately	30.

The	strategic	plan	provides	a	roadmap	for	our	dis-
trict’s	 vision	 on	 curriculum,	 technology	 and	 finance	
for	the	upcoming	years.	This	plan	is	a	living	document	
that will adapt and grow over time as we hit our dif-
ferent	milestones.	As	always,	our	first	and	primary	pur-
pose is to educate our children in a safe and nurturing 
environment.	The	roadmap	helps	us	meet	these	needs	
in	a	fiscally	responsible	manner.

Sincerely,
Laura	VanDuyn,	Ed.D.

Superintendent, Cedar Springs Public Schools
paid for by Cedar Springs Public Schools

Voices/Views

administrator had not even been in the meeting. When she met 
with him about it, he told her he was forced to write the letter.

Former board member Jan Wallace spoke about consultants, 
noting that the district had spent $300,000 over 15 months. 
“Do you wonder why our district has to consult outside ex-
perts so often?” she asked. Wallace added that $115,000 of 
that was spent on the Orange Frog program, “which teaches 
the staff to learn to be happier.” She felt they could have used 
that money on the deteriorating roads on campus. 

Wallace explained that when she was on the board, they 
looked at privatizing busing, and met with the staff to talk 
about it. “This board didn’t do that. They had a consultant 
come in to help,” she said.

Former board member Ted Sabinas talked about being 
locked out of the meeting on privatization of transportation; 
the fact that once he was on the board, staff and administrators 
told him they were not allowed to talk to him; and that all three 
elementary principals, two assistant principals, and the athlet-
ic director had all left in the last three years. He also noted that 
the Superintendent received a 3 percent raise while the staff 
did not receive a raise.

Long time teacher Joan Boverhof spoke about the relation-
ship between the teachers and administration eroding. She 
said that the board, administration and teachers union used to 
work together as a team but that was not happening now.

Teacher Brett Burns, who also president of the teachers 
union, said the union has been trying to repair the relation-
ship with the board but they aren’t listening. He likened it to a 
child coming to him and saying he was being bullied and him 
ignoring it, and then the same thing happening again, and him 
not doing anything about it. “I am begging,” he said. “We are 
hurting. When are you, the community, and the board going to 
acknowledge that we are human?”

Secretary Mary Gardner was in tears as she shared an ordeal 
she faced about being forced to administer shots. She stead-
fastly refused, as she has a fear of needles. It was something 
nurses used to do. She finally got a lawyer involved.

Teacher Erin Cairy spoke about taking leave just before 
school started. She said the administration never reached out 
to her. Although she emailed a letter to be sent to the students 
who were supposed to be in her class and their parents, it was 
never sent. She also emailed asking how she could help the 
new teacher, but that went unanswered. She said she returned 
this year, and many questions she’s asked about programs, 
such as iready, have been taken as being negative.

At one point during the meeting, moderator Todd Norman 
asked the group how many were hearing these stories for the 
first time. Almost half the room raised their hand.

Teacher Libby Metiva said that the board of ed has said 
things that have wounded, but they have also been manipulat-
ed. “How can we help them? All of you are influencers. I’m 
asking all of you to help empower and influence the board 
members to take back Cedar Springs.”

Superintendent VanDuyn gave the Post a statement about 
the petition. 

“As superintendent, it is my promise to the community to 
make the best decisions I can to ensure our students have an 
exceptional educational experience while keeping our district 
financially stable. Our students should have a top notch school 
system to develop and grow. I am saddened by this petition 
as I am fully committed to making CSPS the best place it can 
be. My daily motivation and priority continues to be serving 
the students and families of CSPS.”  

To watch the entire video of the community meeting, vis-
it https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=68xfuX_Ulsw&fea-
ture=youtu.be



Department of Public Works 
Maintenance Worker: The City 
of Cedar Springs is looking for 
a Public Works Maintenance 
Worker. This person would 
be responsible for performing 
diverse construction, 
maintenance, and repairs to 
water/sewer systems, streets, 
buildings, cemetery, and parks. 
Applicant must be available 
to work on weekends as 
necessary. A full job description 
is available at the City of Cedar 
Springs website under “News”. 
This is a Permanent Full time 
position. Pay Range from 
$30,686-$35,289 dependent 
on qualifications. Please send 
cover letter and resume with 3 
references to: Cedar Springs 
City Manager, PO Box 310, 
66 S. Main Street, Cedar 
Springs, MI  49319 or email to: 
manager@cityofcedarsrpings.
org.  Applications to be 
reviewed initially on April 12th 

2018, applications accepted 
until position filled. #12-14b

Cedar Springs Department 
of Public Works is hiring for 
SEASONAL employment. 
Qualified individuals should be 
able to perform various physical 
activities including landscaping, 
mowing, trimming and building 
maintenance, some street 
maintenance and other 
municipal services as needed 
or directed. This is a great 
opportunity for an enthusiastic 
and energetic individual who 
works well with others and 
enjoys working outdoors. A 
full job description is available 
at the City of Cedar Springs 
website under “News”. This 
is a SEASONAL PART TIME 
position from May 1st – October 
31st.  Pay starts at $12 per hour 
and 28 hours per week. Please 
send cover letter and resume 
with 3 references to: Cedar 
Springs City Manager, PO Box 
310, 66 S. Main Street, Cedar 
Springs, MI  49319 or email to: 
manager@cityofcedarsrpings.
org  Applications to be reviewed 
initially on April 12th 2018, 
applications accepted until 
position filled. #12-14b
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CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

P   STThe

notices

Want 
to RentFoR sale

cRitteR
coRneR

Help 
Wanted

P   STThe

This spoT

only $15
per week

5,000 copies 
printed weekly

Call 616.696.3655

stoRage
FoR RentaUction

seRvices

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com 616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

Homes 
FoR sale

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

The POST
will give you

$1.00 OFF 
CLASSIFIEDS

when you 
pay with

CA$H
CLASSIFIEDS

are online at 
http://cedarspringspost.com/classifieds/

Informational Meetings
The Brook of Cedar Springs will be hosting 

informational meetings at the 
Cedar Springs Community Library, 

107 N. Main St., Cedar Springs
on Thursdays in March, 10am - 4pm

 If you would like to meet with our 
representatives, please call 989-745-6500 

to set up an appointment.
Come see what we have to offer! 

Pricing • Room Availability • Services & Amenities
We are excited to become a part of the Cedar Springs Community

Refreshments will be provided 
visit our website: BrookRetirement.com

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 
616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

Very Large
4 bedroom 

home ready for 
Mom & Dad
$105,000

PEOPLE WHO KNOW 
REAL ESTATE BEST!
616-696-3300

Fax 616-696-3311

View our website
stoutgroup.net

Who do you know   
Who’s

LOOKING TO BUY 
OR 

SELL REAL ESTATE

(616) 915-6414
leon@stoutgroup.net

4330 17 Mi le Rd., 
Cedar Spr ings, MI

Direct 24/7

STOUT
Leon

REALTOR® - CONSULTANT

Notice to 
all creditors:
the Winifred cornwell 
trust
The Settlor, Winifred Corn-
well, date of birth April 2, 
1925, who lived 4951 11 Mile 
Road, Rockford, 49341, died 
February 26, 2018. There is 
no personal representative of 
the settlor’s estate to whom 
Letters of Administration 
have been issued.
Creditors of the decedent are 
notified that all claims against 
The Winifred Cornwell Trust 
u/a/d March 23, 1994, as 
amended and restated on No-
vember 6, 2003, as amended, 
will be forever banned unless 
presented to Carol A. Hall, 
Trustee, within four months 
after the date of publication.
Notice is further given that 
the Trust will thereafter be 
assigned and distributed to 
the persons entitled to it.
Theresa K. Phelps (P41888)
6585 Belding Road, Ste C
Rockford, MI 49341
(616) 866-0902
Carol A. Hall, Trustee
c/o 6585 Belding Road, Ste C
Rockford, MI 49341
(616) 866-0902
Dated: March 22, 2018

Smooth riding, great run-
ning 2006 Buick Rainier 
CXL with 123,000 miles, 
$5,500.00. 1994 Sunbird 
16 ft. Watercraft with V6 
inboard motor and trailer, 
$3,500.00. 616-696-1882. 
#11,12p

For Sale: ‘98, 16’ Aerolite Camp 
Trailer, sleeps 3 to 4. Asking 
$2,500 OBO. 616-696-1007. 
#12p

Like New! Twin size mat-
tress, box springs and roller 
frame. 2 years old. $85.00. 
Call 906-241-3929. #12p

Sunny Meadows Flower 
Farm, Columbus, OH needs 
4 temp farmworkers 4/30/18-
11/30/18 Must have 3 mo 
exp in commercial cut flower 
farm & willing to take drug test 
paid for by employer post hire 
Constant bending & lifting up to 
50lbs $12.93hr 7am-2pm M-F 
5 hrs on Sat Erect farm fence 
using post hole digger Lift & 
pull irrigation pipe Manually 
spread manure/mulch Cultivate 
plants Hand harvest Provide 
appropriate post-harvest care 
Pack & load containers into 
trucks No overtime promised 
but if worked will be a regular 
hourly wage Will work in cold & 
hot weather No cost for tools, 
supplies & equip. Free housing 
provided if outside commuting 
area 3/4 average of 35hr/wk 
guaranteed Transportation & 
subsistence expense to job 
paid to eligible worker when 
50% of work period completed 
or earlier if appropriate No ed 
req’d Report to nearest MI SWA 
Office or fax 614-644-7102 re 
OH JO#3589077. #12p

warehouse Representative, 
seasonal (Sparta, MI). Full 
Time. Wilbur-Ellis: General 
warehouse duties. This will 
include, but is not limited 
to, stocking and retrieving 
package and bulk containers, 
driving a forklift, and general 
housekeeping. The ideal 
candidate must enjoy working 
with a diverse customer base in 
a fast-paced setting. 616-887-
8333 Allen. #12p

FoR sale

Help 
Wanted

Older lady needs place to go. 
Doesn’t have to be fancy. I 
have 2 pitbull mix dogs, well 
behaved. Can’t pay more than 
$300. Call Lucy, 9 am – 5 pm, 
231-937-6056. #12p

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Found: Tan & white, long 
haired cat. Found in the area of 
Pine Lake and 17 Mile about the 
14th of February. Call 616-696-
8018. #9
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School Bus Drivers 
We’ll train you to be the best School Bus Driver for General 
Education and Special Needs Students. $13.25 per hour, 
split shift required, benefits available. CDL required – we 
offer FREE training!  Must have excellent driving history, 
pass background check and remain drug free. We look 
forward to meeting you in person Monday-Friday or apply 
online at www.deantransportation.com/jobs. 

2601 Veterans Parkway 
Trenton, MI 48183 

Make a difference in the lives 
of kids – and get paid for it!

$16.00 per hour to start with competitive benefits package provided 
including health insurance, 401K, and paid time off.

No prior professional driving experience required - we provide paid training to 
achieve a Commerical Driver’s License. 

Excellent driving history required. Must pass background check,
physical exam and ongoing drug screening.

Apply online at www.deantransportation.com/jobs 
or in person Mon-Fri at one of our offices:

School Bus Drivers 
We’ll train you to be the best School Bus Driver for General 
Education and Special Needs Students. $13.25 per hour, 
split shift required, benefits available. CDL required – we 
offer FREE training!  Must have excellent driving history, 
pass background check and remain drug free. We look 
forward to meeting you in person Monday-Friday or apply 
online at www.deantransportation.com/jobs. 

2601 Veterans Parkway 
Trenton, MI 48183 

Train for a Rewarding Career
Join the Dean Team!

Now hiring school bus drivers 
  Immediate postitions available.             

204 E. Muskegon Street, Cedar Springs
351 N. Main Street, Kent City
900 Union Ave. NE, Grand Rapids

4155 Trade Drive, Grand Rapids
429 S. Union Street, Sparta

Service You Deserve. 
Agent You Can Trust. 

Austin Hilyer 

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated. 

 

616.914.5728 
616.884.2063 
Aus�n�i��er�re�a�.net 
Aus�n�i��er.co� 
�Aus�n�i��er�ea�tor 

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

Auto life
Your brakes may 
be trying to tell 
you something

GasBuddy reveals top money-wasting 
habits when buying gas 
New study shows consumers’ fuel purchasing habits are costing them 

Your brakes may be squealing on you. If so, it’s safe to say, you should 
listen to them.

(NAPS)—If your brakes are trying to tell you something, 
you should pay attention. A properly operating brake sys-
tem helps ensure safe vehicle control and operation and it 
should be checked immediately if you suspect any prob-
lems.

“While an annual brake inspection is a good way to en-
sure brake safety, motorists should not ignore signs that 
their brakes need attention,” said Rich White, executive di-
rector, Car Care Council. “Knowing the key warning signs 
that your brakes may need maintenance will go a long way 
toward keeping you and others safe on the road.”

What to watch out for
Motorists should look for the following warning signs 

that their brakes need to be inspected:
•  Noise: screeching, grinding or clicking noises when 

applying the brakes.
•  Pulling: vehicle pulls to one side while braking.
•  Low Pedal: brake pedal nearly touches the floor be-

fore engaging. 
•  Hard Pedal: you must apply extreme pressure to the 

pedal before brakes engage.
•  Grabbing: brakes grab at the slightest touch to the 

pedal.
•  Vibration: brake pedal vibrates or pulses, even under 

normal braking conditions.
•  Light: brake light is illuminated on your vehicle’s 

dashboard.
Because brakes are a normal wear item on any vehicle, 

they will eventually need to be replaced. Factors that can 
affect brake wear include driving habits, operating con-
ditions, vehicle type and the quality of the brake lining 
material. Be sure to avoid letting brakes get to the met-
al-to-metal point as that can mean expensive rotor or drum 
replacement.

The Car Care Council offers a free custom service sched-
ule and e-mail reminder service to help car owners remem-
ber to have their brakes inspected and take good care of 
their vehicles. It’s an easy-to-use resource designed to help 
motorists drive smart, save money and make informed de-
cisions.

The Car Care Council is also the source of information 
for the “Be Car Care Aware” consumer education campaign 
promoting the benefits of regular vehicle care, maintenance 
and repair to consumers. 

Learn More
For a copy of the council’s “Car Care Guide” or for fur-

ther information, visit www.carcare.org.

BOSTON—GasBuddy, 
the only smartphone app 
connecting more than 70 mil-
lion drivers with the Perfect 
Pit Stop, announced its latest 
survey findings on American 
motorists’ fuel-purchasing 
habits, revealing that drivers 
are prone to overpaying by 
at least 20 cents per gallon at 
the pump due to factors such 
as laziness and procrastina-
tion.

GasBuddy conducted 
the study to glean insights 
on how consumers decide 
where and when to stop for 
fuel, and explain how these 
decisions could be costing 
drivers. 

These are the five things 
drivers are doing that are 
costing them at the pump: 

1. Being Creatures of 
Habit 

Nearly 80 percent of re-
spondents have a gas station 
they regularly go to. When 
choosing a regular station, 
almost 38 percent of drivers 
say it’s because the station’s 
location is convenient. 

“Drivers are getting lazier, 
and going to the same sta-
tion because it’s convenient 
can cost you,” said Patrick 
DeHaan, head of petroleum 
analysis at GasBuddy. “The 
station two blocks away 
could be 20-40 cents per 
gallon lower in price, and 
while that’s only a few dol-
lars’ difference per fill-up, it 
amounts to the hundreds of 

dollars per year you could be 
saving if you shop around.” 

2. Running on Empty 
Only 19 percent of people 

decide to fill up when they 
see a station with a good 
price, with most (37 percent) 
waiting until they only have 
a quarter tank left of gas, 
while 28 percent wait until 
the gas light comes on. Even 
worse: over one-third (35 
percent) of those surveyed 
have run out of gas. 

“If you’re waiting until 
the last second to get gas, 
there’s a big chance you’re 
going to panic and pull into 
the first station you see with-
out checking a price and risk 
filling up at an expensive 
station,” said DeHaan. “Our 
research shows that having 
enough fuel in your tank to 
shop around for the lowest 
price, especially in major 
metro areas like Los Ange-
les, Chicago and Washington 
D.C. could save you upwards 
of over $60 per month.” 

3. Choosing the Easy 
Route 

Consumers are paying for 
convenience by not planning 
ahead; 50 percent of respon-
dents choose a gas station 
based on location, while 16 
percent choose a station de-

pending on ease of entrance. 
4. Paying with Plastic or 

Cash 
When it comes to drivers’ 

payment preferences, 69 per-
cent of people use a credit or 
debit card to purchase gaso-
line instead opting for cash. 

“This is an interesting 
trend, because while stations 
do offer a cash discount, 
credit and debit cards now 
offer discounts on gasoline 
as well.” said DeHaan. “Pay-
ing with cash can be even 
less convenient when cards 
like Pay with GasBuddy can 
offer the same competitive 
discount that cash offers. 
Bottom line: while cash is 
still a way to save, do your 
research to find out if you 
qualify for additional sav-
ings at the pump with a card 
instead of carrying cash.” 

5. Mistaking Your Grades 

Gas prices have been inch-
ing up these past few months 
and in turn, consumers are 
filling up with regular in-
stead of more expensive 
grades like mid-grade or pre-
mium fuel. Even so, 8 per-
cent of consumers still fill-up 
with premium and 5 percent 
with mid-grade. 

“Two years ago, the av-
erage price for regular gas-
oline was $1.81 per gallon, 
almost 75 cents cheaper than 
today’s average, so it’s un-
derstandable that consumers 
today feel the pinch at the 
pump,” says DeHaan. “For 
those who are still filling up 
with premium, it’s important 
to note that you only have 
to use premium if your car 
manual says it’s required, 
not if it’s just recommend-
ed.” 
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outdoors

BeaR - continues on page 13 

Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060

w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

New FurnitureArriving weekly!

53 E. LakE St • Sand LakE, MI 
616-557-5000

15% Off ALL 
NEW Furniture

Next Camouflage Double Reclining Loveseat & Sofa

Next Camouflage
Recliner

sandlaketradingcompany.com

GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT
169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
616-887-8661

DNR seeks info on bald eagle death
Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
By Ranger steve Mueller

Enjoying the beauty

Fishing Tip: Fishing Michigan’s piers and 
breakwalls

Bald eagles are no longer endangered, but they are protected under 
the Bald and Golden eagle Protection Act. this eagle was spotted a few 
weeks ago in solon township. Photo by J. August. 

Anyone with a tip should call or 
text the Report All Poaching line

Michigan Department of Natural Resources conservation 
officers are asking for citizen assistance with an investiga-
tion into the death of a bald eagle in Mecosta County.

On Thursday, March 1, conservation officers were called 
to the vicinity of 20 Mile Road near Grant Center in Grant 
Township, where the mature bald eagle was discovered. 
The bird was lodged in the limbs of a large tree near the 
road.

Officers recovered the eagle, which had sustained a trau-
matic injury. It will undergo a necropsy at the Michigan 
State University Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory in Lan-
sing. Lab results may be used to confirm a cause of death 
and provide evidence that will be critical to the investiga-
tion.

“Bald eagles are a majestic, protected species. It’s im-
portant we resolve this case and that any violators are held 
accountable,” said 1st Lt. John Jurcich, district supervisor 
for the DNR Law Enforcement Division. “The public’s co-
operation often makes a positive difference in these types 
of investigations. We value our partnership with the com-
munities we serve and ask that anyone with information do 
their part by reporting it.”

Anyone with information is asked to call or text the Re-
port All Poaching (RAP) hotline at 800-292-7800. The 
RAP line is a convenient, effective way for citizens to 
report the illegal taking of fish or game, or damage to the 
state›s natural resources. The line is open 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week.

An individual offering information that leads to a suc-
cessful conviction may be eligible for a reward through the 
RAP program. While citizens can remain anonymous, they 
must provide their names if they wish to be eligible for a 
reward.

The penalty for killing a bald eagle is up to 90 days in jail, 
a fine ranging from $100 to $1,000, or both; and reimburse-
ment to the state of $1,500 per eagle.

Learn more about eagles and other bird species at www.
allaboutbirds.org/.

Michigan’s numerous 
piers and breakwalls offer 
great fishing opportunities 
throughout the year. An-
glers often participate in 
this activity to target a va-
riety of species, with trout 
and salmon being two of the 
most popular.

If you decide to partake 
in this type of fishing you’ll 
need a high-quality rod and 
reel. Technique-wise you’ll 
want to vary the depth and 
speed of your retrieves and 

consider fan-casting as op-
posed to casting perpendic-
ular to the pier/breakwall. 

There are lots of bait op-
tions to consider, including 
spawn bags with steelhead, 
trout or salmon eggs; live 
alewives; or night crawl-
ers. You’ll also want a 
long-handled net to aid in 
landing your catch!

As always, take plenty 
of safety precautions when 
fishing piers and break-
walls. 

A Cedar waxwing (Bombycilla cedrorum) perched in the branches of 
a weeping Holly tree.

Imagine a bird slightly 
smaller than a cardinal with 
a brown crest that it can 
raise or lay flat on its head 
at will. It has a black “lone 
ranger” mask outlined with 
white “eye-liner” surround-
ing the black. From head 
towards the tail, its russet 
brown head subtly grades to 
an olive brown on its back 
to gray wings and rump. 
On the gray wings are tiny 
splashes of red on the sec-
ondary feathers next to the 
large primary wing feath-
ers. It appears these smaller 
wing tip feathers have been 
dipped in red wax. 

The light golden brown 
on the head, back, and chest, 
transitions to become light-
er and changes to yellow on 
the belly and sides. The yel-
low belly gives way to white 
under the tail. The tail above 
is gray with a rather abrupt 
change to a black crosswise 
band near the tail’s end. The 
terminal end has a bright 
yellow band. 

When the bird stands on 
branches, it is more erect 
than many birds. One often 
expects birds to stand hori-
zontal with head out front 
and tail protruding back-
wards like a robin. A cedar 
waxwing posture angles 
from head to tail at an angle 
steeper than 45 degrees. Its 
black mask provides a pen-
etrating look even though it 
eyes are quite hidden in the 
mask. 

Waxwings became a fa-
vorite beauty for me in the 
1970s because their brilliant 
colors blend in a manner that 
creates a gentle over-all ap-
pearance that must be stud-
ied for details. The beauty of 
goldfinches, cardinals, and 
blue jays grab our attention 
with flamboyance. Cedar 
waxwing colors are vivid 
but hidden in plain view 
among subtle transitions.

Even their calls are some-
one secretive. They have 
a high-pitched simple call 
that I can no longer hear. 

The calls are not meant for 
me anyway. The waxwings 
travel in small to large flocks 
where they cluster in trees 
and maintain vocal contact. 
This morning I saw a half 
dozen together with four 
eastern bluebirds. Last week 
I saw 100 together. 

During the winter, they 
seek shrubs and trees with 
berries. As I waded a stream 
one early summer during 
a mayfly hatch, waxwings 
fluttered from tree branches 
to snatch mayflies in the air 
like one expects from a fly-
catcher. 

For today, no bird equals 
the beauty of these avian 
wonders. Tomorrow, next 
week, or month, a different 
species might claim the title 
as “my favorite.” Our choice 
of favorite depends some-
what on where we live and 
observe. When I was a rang-
er at Bryce Canyon Nation-
al Park for nearly a decade, 
the Green-tailed Towhee 
provided hidden brilliance 
of blended colors similar 
to what we experience with 
waxwings here.

Use a bird field guide to 
study the patterns, shapes, 
distribution, and habitats of 
moving beauties that come 
and go in yards. I am an old 
guy and still prefer to hold 
a book in hand. An Internet 
search provides hundreds 
of outstanding photographs 
for each species. You could 
while away the day with 
beauty on the computer 
screen but for me it does 
not match the joy of seeing 
these neighbors in real life. 

Your outdoor yard is the 
place to be or at least view 
from a home window. To 
attract cedar waxwings, pro-
vide for their needs by plant-
ing viburnums and other na-
tive berry producing shrubs 
and trees. Waxwings are 
not attracted to bird feeders. 
They seek yards with choice 
berry shrubs and insects. 

It is nice to see a dozen 
species that visit bird feed-

ers daily. A yard and neigh-
borhood planted to meet bird 
nature niche needs provides 
opportunity to enjoy the 
beauty of 50 to more than 
100 species. Enrich your life 
by inviting birds of beauty 
by landscaping for wildlife. 

Hope to see you this Satur-
day, March 24, at the How-
ard Christensen Nature Cen-
ter for the Modes of Animal 
Behavior program at 9 a.m. 

Natural history ques-
tions or topic suggestions 
can be directed to Rang-
er Steve (Mueller) at ody-
brook@chartermi.net - Ody 
Brook Nature Sanctuary, 
13010 Northland Dr. Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319 or call 
616-696-1753.


