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It’s time for Easter Eggs

Three arrested
after attempted
break-in
Three suspects are in jail and another
suspect is being sought after an attempted break-in at the Cedar Springs Public
Schools Hilltop administration building early Wednesday morning, March 23.
According to the Kent County Sheriff Department, they responded to the call at 3:22
a.m. of several suspects trying to break in to
Hilltop. A witness reportedly scared off the
four suspects. It was initially reported that
they could be armed with weapons, but detectives haven’t been able to verify that any
weapons were used.
After an intensive search by the deputies
on scene, two white males were taken into
custody for questioning.
The two suspects admitted to breaking into
at least two homes and at least six motor vehicles over the past month. According to Sgt.
Jason Kelley, they took place in the City of
Cedar Springs.
During the interview, the remaining two
suspects were identified. One was located in
the Cedar Springs area and taken into custody for questioning. This suspect also confirmed the break-ins.
Two adult males and one juvenile have
been lodged in the Kent County Jail for
charges ranging from Home Invasion 1st,
Probation violation and Larceny from a
Motor Vehicle. The fourth suspect has been
identified and is currently being sought for
questioning.
Names of the suspects are being withheld
until after arraignment.
This investigation remains open.
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Auction raises
funds for En Gedi

Post photos by J. Reed

The home at 3240 17 Mile, Solon Township, sports a sea of pastel colors at Easter time each year.
Yvonne Cook, and her husband Mike, who recently passed away, have been decorating their yard with
these colorful eggs for the past 10 years. Take a drive by and see for yourself!

Credit card skimmer found at local
gas station
On Saturday, March 19, 2016, state and federal
regulators and various law enforcement agencies
conducted a full-scale gas pump blitz across Michigan as part of the ongoing efforts to crackdown on
consumer credit card information being hacked by
credit card skimmers.
The Kent County Sheriff Department participated in the sweep that was coordinated by the
Department of Agriculture and partnered with the
FBI. Michigan State Police, and other Sheriff Departments in several counties. During the sweep, a
credit card skimmer was found a pump at the Citgo
gas station, located on 17 Mile and White Creek, in
Cedar Springs. The skimmer was collected by the

But must work on maintenance, balanced budget
There was good news and
bad news at the Monday,
March 14 Cedar Springs
Board of Education meeting.
The good news is that the
board approved the sale of
the 2016 Refunding Bonds,
which will save taxpayers over
$2,000,000. The bad news is
that the school district has numerous deferred maintenance
problems to address, and needs
to solve those problems while
trying to come up with a way
to offset a $1.3 million shortfall in next year’s budget.

Sale of bonds

The 2016 Series A refunding
bonds are being issued to refund a portion of the district’s
2006 refunding bonds, and pay

A kingly bird

Mary Jo Giaimo sent us this
photo of an eagle perched
on top of a barn on Northland
Drive...

a portion of the costs of issuing the bonds. They were sold
at a true interest rate of 2.77
percent. This will reduce the
school district’s interest and
save taxpayers approximately $1,017, 252 through lower
debt payments over the next
16 years.
The 2016 Series B bonds are
being issued to refund some
outstanding indebtedness of
the district to the State of Michigan under the State of Michigan School Bond Qualification
and Loan Program, and to pay
a portion of the costs of issuing
the Bonds. They were sold at
a federally taxable rate of 1.98
percent. This will reduce interest and payment costs to the
state, saving taxpayers an estimated $1,500,000, according

to Rosemary Zink, Director
of Business and Finance. The
estimated reduction in repayments is based upon the current School Bond Loan Fund
interest rate of 3.50%.
“Cedar Springs Public
Schools’ Bonds were well received by the bond market,”
said Brenda Voutyras, Managing Director with Stifel, the
brokerage firm that helped
with the sale. “We saw good
demand and were able to take
advantage of current low interest rates that resulted in a very
nice savings for the District
and its taxpayers.”

Deferred facilities
maintenance

Matthew Losch, with Excel
Consultant Group, LLC, completed an assessment of the Ce-

The High School cafeteria
was bubbling with excitement
last Friday with an approximate 120 attendees for the
En Gedi annual fundraiser
event...
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Easter Coloring
Contest Winners

Kent County Sheriff Department and turned over
to the FBI.
“Due to the skimmer being proactively located,
it is believed that several people were protected
Skimmer - continues on page 8

School saves taxpayers money on bond sale
By Judy Reed

Inside this
issue

dar Springs Public Schools facilities, which are valued at $50
million. He found several issues that need to be addressed,
including some that would
could cause the school to be
fined by MIOSHA. He told
the board, in his presentation,
that he mainly looked at safety,
efficiency, and effectiveness.
“This report is not about a staff
or person not doing their job,”
Losch said in his report. “It is
about a department structure or
organizational system which
requires improvement, positive change, and support. We
want to make a great school
district even greater.”
Losch said that one of the
problems is that the maintenance department needs a
managerial supervisor to work
with Jerry Gavin, Director of

Maintenance and Operations.
He noted that Gavin is doing
a great job, but needs someone
to help oversee work assignments, regulartory compliance,
project coordination, safety inspections, recordkeeping, and
more.
Losch also said that their
regulatory compliance requires serious work because
there are various safety issues,
and several written programs
are not MIOSHA compliant.
One photo showed a saw without a guard, which he said is a
$1,500 MIOSHA violation. “If
someone got injured, I can’t
imagine what the blank check
the board would be writing,”
said Losch.
The district must also develop a preventative maintenance
program. He supplied photos

page 8
showing asphalt cracks, roof
leaks, problems with door
jambs, thermal insulation falling off, a fence needing repair,
etc.
Department documents also
need to be organized. Photos
showed blueprints and other
papers piled randomly on file
cabinets and in storage areas.
They also need to work on
safety inspections, an annual
review of the district’s emergency management plan, training and instruction, certifications, etc.
Losch recommended they
plan for preventive maintenance, taking care of deferred
maintenance, cyclical replacement, and capital repairs.
Funding strategies could include sinking fund projects,
grants, performance bonds,
and utility company services
and funding.
school - continues on page 13
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Hometown Hero

U.S. Army Reserve Pvt. Elizabeth L. DeBoe has graduated from basic infantry training at Fort Jackson, S.C.
During the nine weeks of training, the soldier studied
the Army mission, history, tradition and core values,
physical fitness, and received instruction and practice in
basic combat skills, military weapons, chemical warfare
and bayonet training, drill and ceremony, marching, rifle marksmanship, armed and unarmed combat, map
reading, field tactics, military courtesy, military justice
system, basic first aid, foot marches, and field training
exercises.
Deboe is the daughter of Gary and Vivian L. DeBoe
of Cedar Springs, Mich. She is the sister of Norman G.
Colborn and Henry DeBoe of Cedar Springs, Mich., and
Felicia Holmes of Trufant, Mich.
The private graduated in 2015 from Cedar Springs
High School, Cedar Springs, Mich.
This is an updated version of Pvt. DeBoe’s story.

Brauhaus &
Restaurant
95 North Main
Cedar Springs
(616) 696-BEER
CSBrew.com

Craft Beer, Cider,
Wines, Sodas & Great Food
Our first outdoor
event will be 4/2:

STARKBIERFEST!
• 6 new Beers
• Live Music
• Sausage Party
• Free entry
(age 21+)
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A kingly
bird

Mary Jo Giaimo sent
us this photo of an eagle
perched on top of a barn on
Northland Drive, between
14 and 15 Mile Roads, on
Saturday. Are those also eagles soaring above or some
type of hawk? Either way,
they are all big birds!
See more wildlife photos
in our Outdoors section on
page 10.

Odyssey of Mind team takes third at State
By Judy Reed

A first-year Odyssey of the
Mind team at Cedar View Elementary did something this
year that is rarely seen—they
finished second at regionals,
then went on to take third
place at state.
Team members Ethan Griffee, Hannah Anderson, Nate
Slager, Ella Buttermore, Riley
Robb, and Judy Visser were
coached by Tanja Griffee and
Aaron Anderson. Regionals were held February 27 at
Greenville Middle School,
where they placed second and
earned a silver medal. The
state finals were held March
19, at Thornapple Kellogg
Schools in Middleville, where
they placed third, and received
a bronze medal.
The problem they compet-

Looking for a job?
Manpower Can Help!
Manpower has JOBS!
START THIS WEEK! $11.00 and Up!
• Material Handling – Forklift Driving
Computer Skills Needed
• Wood Finishing Skills – Manufacturing
• Clerical
• Assemblers
• Packaging
• Pack Trackers/Mechanical Skills
• Hand Tools/Tape Measure/Warehouse/
Stocking/Loader/Unloaders
• Machine Operators

Apply in person at Manpower of Rockford
65 S. Main Street
Brick Building, Park in the back and enter lower level.
Corner of 10 Mile and Main St.
Manpower, Rockford, MI 49341

Call 616-866-3982 x 77178

ed in was called, “No-Cycle
Recycle.” They had to build a
car and perform a skit involving recycling and repurposing
trash items.
“They are an amazing group
of kids,” said Coach Griffee.
“They worked hard and did
great as a team. I am extremely
proud of them for their accomplishments!”

Regional Director Linda
Blackmore, of Cedar Springs,
was surprised at the progress
the group made for being a
first year team of fourth and
fifth graders.
“The program is overwhelming, and so I usually
tell the coaches to have two
goals: survive and have fun,”
explained Blackmore. “They

just need to get through it the
first time, to learn the ropes.
But then they went on to state.
That hardly ever happens. It’s
an accomplishment against
the best of the best at state
finals—to not only be there,
but to place as well. It’s only
happened maybe once in the
20 years I’ve been doing this,”
she said.
Blackmore said that she’s
hoping to get more teams from
Cedar Springs involved in Odyssey of the Mind. Teams can
be created at any grade level,
from grades K-12, and grade
levels can have more than one
team, as Cedar View did this
year. If anyone is interested in
getting involved, contact your
building principal, or contact
Blackmore at region2@michiganodyssey.com.

FFA: Learning to Do

By: Madison Strain and Mykenzie Gage

More than ever, the Cedar Springs
FFA is giving their students many
opportunities to learn by doing. The
FFA motto, “Learning to Do, Doing
to Learn, Earning to Live, Living to
Serve,” is especially held true as the
members work together with older
mentors.
One great opportunity is the Maple
Syrup Project. The members work
alongside FFA boosters Steve Schmidt,
Dave Dunaven, Rick Sevey, and Randy House; the high school’s kitchen
crew; and many others. These boosters
are entering their third year of showing
members how to use a forest to produce
a very profitable and desired product.
When working to complete this product, the workers must complete the following steps: Start by washing
Your
local floor-covering
Your hometown
floor-covering store
store
the buckets, next tap the trees
for
years
for 34
33 years
and hang the buckets. Members must go out and collect
sap every day when the weather is right. After all of the sap
is collected, it is time to boil.
Boiling time will be greatly reduced this year, due to a
reverse osmosis process that
FFA booster and alumni Rick
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748
Sevey created. So far this year,
the Cedar Springs FFA has
1565 Dagget Road
616-636-5565
collected over 1,600 gallons
887-2060
Pierson
of sap, which is nearly half of
their yearly haul last year.
Along with the Maple Syrup Project, they also manage
Septic cleaning, llc
a project called the Land Lab.
w w w.robinsonseptic.net
Committee members work to
raise crops, which they later
If you can’t flush... you may need us!
sell to help fund the chapter.
Portable toilet rentals
They also put the money toServing Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City
FFA - continues on page 14
and surrounding areas since 1979

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Robinson
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Pastor Craig Owens and some of the En Gedi youth.
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Auction raises fund for
En Gedi youth center
The Cedar Springs High School
cafeteria was bubbling with excitement last Friday with an approximate 120 attendees for the one and
only En Gedi annual fundraiser
event.
En Gedi is a Christ-centered Cedar Springs non-profit organization
focused on keeping kids in our
community safe, encouraged, and
mentored. A free afterschool youth
center is provided for students in
grades 6-8th along with special
events for high school students and

POST Highlights

community members.
This year’s event hit new record
highs in donations from area businesses, attending participants, and
net profits. Bidders are first allowed
to anonymously submit their offer
on a wide variety of items ranging
from college sports tickets, home
furnishings, outdoor equipment
and supplies, hunting adventures,
games, collective dolls, athletic training items and many more
items. A few En Gedi students then
auction - continues on page 11

Sheriff, Larry Stelma meets with
local Pastors
Asks for their help to address root cause of youth crime
Grand Rapids—In a recent
meeting with Kent County
area pastors, Kent County
Sheriff Larry Stelma urged
active involvement from the
clergy to address youth crime
and incarceration. He outlined
the scope of the problem with
troubled youth who end up in
custody.
“Far too many teenagers
that we see in our facility lack
adequate education and have
no marketable skills to be successful in the workforce,” said
Sheriff Stelma. “Furthermore,
many have mental health issues and are drug or alcohol
dependent.”
Sheriff Stelma said the Kent
County Correctional Facility
will process 25,000 inmates a
year. “Of that 25,000 inmates,

over 2,100 are teenagers—14
to 19 years old. And these
numbers do not include those
in juvenile homes. Of the
2,100 teenagers incarcerated in
the Kent County Correctional
Facility during the course of
a year, 1,500 of them indicate
they have some gang affiliation,” Sheriff Stelma added.
Sheriff Stelma said 78 percent of these teenagers will go
back in the system within three
years. At $80 a day, with the
average length of stay being
ten days, this equates to $1.7
million dollars a year to jail
teenagers in the Kent County
Jail.
Sheriff Stelma also addressed solutions to the youth
crime problem that that can
begin early in a child’s life—

Were 70-80 students
expelled from high
school?
By Judy Reed

The rumor mill on social media and between students was in
high gear this last week, with a tale of drug dogs, locker checks,
and 70-80 students being expelled for having marijuana brownies
at Cedar Springs High School.
The problem is that the rumor was not true, according to both
police and the high school. As with many rumors, there was a
grain of truth, but the details were greatly exaggerated.
According to Sgt. Jason Kelley, with the Kent County Sheriff
Department’s Cedar Springs Unit, they were called to the high
school on March 16 to investigate the possible sale of brownies
made with marijuana butter. The school had already begun the
investigation, and identified the possible juvenile involved. The
investigating deputy continued the investigation and spoke with
three juveniles, who admitted to making and consuming the
brownies. It was discovered that one brownie had been sold to another student at school, and one brownie had been sold on a school
bus. “No brownies or marijuana were located at the school,” reported Sgt. Kelley, who said they did not search any lockers or
bring the dogs.
According to Anne Kostus, Academic Support Services Director at the High School, they do searches in the high school periodically, but didn’t this time. “The incident was reported by students,” she explained. She verified that three students brought the
marijuana brownies to school and distributed it.
“Three of the students are being disciplined for distribution, and
two of the three for possession,” she said. “We are following our
board adopted policies for discipline. We have high standards, and
they need to be held accountable,” she explained.
Kostus noted that the students were honest about what happened. “These are good kids who made a bad choice,” she said. “I
hope people treat them with compassion.”
She added that this kind of thing doesn’t happen often. “We
rarely have this problem,” she said.
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before a crime
has even been
committed. These
solutions include
high-quality
early education
and
programs
that support atrisk youth and
families and are
shown to address Sheriff Larry Stelma with Pastor Timothy Hall of
Grace Community Church in Belmont.
the root behaviorleaders and violence survivors.
al causes of crim“Fight Crime: Invest in Kids
inal activity.
He pointed to the evidence supports programs that are
developed by Fight Crime: proven to cut crime and save
Invest in Kids, a national, non- taxpayer dollars by making
partisan, nonprofit anti-crime wise investments in programs
organization, of which he is a that reach kids early,” he said.
member. It includes more than “I am proud to be a member
5,000 police chiefs, sheriffs, of this organization since it
prosecutors, attorneys gener- started 20 years ago. We have
al and other law enforcement
pastors - continues on page 14
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Sheriff Barnwell will not seek fifth
term as sheriff
From Sheriff Bill Barnwell

statewide written, physical fitness and mental health testing even
before applying for a job and then must undergo a thorough background investigation before being considered as a Deputy or
Corrections Officer. Once hired the employee undergoes several
months of training with a certified Field Training Officer before
they are allowed to work alone. Even then each year they must
complete in service training in order to maintain their skills and
professionalism.
Improvements in other areas such as vehicles, tactical equipment, technology and firearms have made officers much safer and
more efficient. However, the most important factor remains the
person behind the badge.
The costs to hire and train a deputy or corrections officer is not
cheap. However, failure to train properly will cost even more in
the long run. In order to ensure the citizens of Montcalm County
continue to have well trained professionals serving them it is imperative that adequate funding be maintained. Failure to do so will
make it much tougher to attract the best candidates which I believe
our citizens deserve.
My hope is that the citizens of Montcalm County will continue to support their Local Sheriff and the men and women of law
enforcement to ensure they have the very best training and equipment to accomplish a very important and difficult job.

After 40 years in law enforcement and
four terms as Sheriff of Montcalm County,
I have decided it is time to retire. Therefore,
I will not be seeking a fifth term as Montcalm County Sheriff. I do
plan to endorse my Undersheriff Mike Williams for Sheriff should
he choose to run for office.
I have enjoyed my career very much and now look forward to
spending more time with my wife, family and friends. I want to
thank all of my family, employees and the citizens of Montcalm
County for their support and confidence during my tenure as Sheriff of Montcalm County. One of the best legacies that I leave behind is the quality of the leadership within the Sheriff’s Office and
the professionalism of all the employees. I believe the citizens of
Montcalm County are in good hands and will continue to be so
with the current leadership at the helm.
I have seen lots of changes in law enforcement during my many
years as a police officer. Most of the changes have been positive
ones such as better training and equipment. As Sheriff, I felt it
extremely important to try and ensure my employees received
the best training and equipment
Muskegon St.
possible for their safety and the
Cedar Springs
safety of the public they serve.
Educational
requirements
have also drastically improved.
When I first began my career in
1974 with the Sheriff’s Office
lawn and
there were very few deputies
3’x5’
gaRden
who possessed a college degree
tools
in Criminal Justice. Now the commeRcial
entRy mats anco gRoceRies
majority of the deputies are college graduates and several have (carpeted w/vinyl back)
and
wipeR
obtained their Master’s Degree.
hbc
blades
ea
The hiring standards to become a Police Officer or a Corea
rections Officer have greatly
increased as well. Now each
Also visit our Greenville location public waRehouse
for the same great deals - 1205 W. Washington St. • Greenville
employee must pass stringent

Rowland’s

suRplus outlet 616-696-9716
We’ve got what you need this spring...

$12.99

$3.49
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spiritual notes • announcements • memories

Pastor Dick
Nichols

Cedar Creek
Community
Church

2969 14 Mile Road, Sparta

Approaching Easter 2016

Almost two thousand years ago, on the Sunday following
the crucifixion of our Savior the Friday before, two women
approached the sepulcher where Jesus had been laid, to make
the necessary preparations for his dead body. We read, “The
angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that
you are looking for Jesus, who was crucified. He is not here;
he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where he
lay” (Matthew 28:5-6 NIV).
For these friends of Jesus who came to the tomb, life and
death would never be the same. This Jesus whom they loved

a reality in our lives?
If we come to Easter Sunday as people who have heard
the story before, as people who can no longer be amazed,
we will very likely leave the same way we came. We meet
God where we are at. If we approach Easter in humility, repentant before God, knowing our absolute need for Jesus,
he will never disappoint us. Christ’s resurrection is not just
another story in the Bible, it is the central point in our faith
as Christians.
How will we approach Easter 2016? Will this Easter be
different? Are we willing to approach this day and the rest of
the days of our lives, by joyfully allowing God to enter into
our hearts, and begin a work within us that allows us to hear
this story with spiritual ears, in a way we’ve never heard it
before?
Approach God with an open heart, and hear with childlike
amazement, God’s eternal truth in Jesus Christ!
He is risen! Indeed!

and believed to still be in the grave, had risen from the dead,
conquering death for us, our last enemy in this life.
Through the story of the resurrection and the promised
Spirit of God, alive in us, we too must look at our own lives
and answer for ourselves, “How do we approach Easter Sunday 2016?” Our answer has much to say in whether Easter
makes a difference in our lives or not. How many Easters
have we heard and heard again about the resurrection, and
do we come to this day expecting to experience the same-o
same-o, old routine? The women came to the borrowed
tomb before sunrise on a Sunday, and surprise, the tomb is
empty! Oh wow, like we haven’t heard this before!
Maybe we come not expecting anything more than what
we’ve known before, after all, we know that God’s word is
as Paul has written, “For no matter how many promises God
has made, they are ‘Yes’ in Christ. And so through him the
‘Amen’ is spoken by us to the glory of God” (2nd Corinthians
1:20 NIV). It will be exactly as God has said it will be.
Then again, we may not spend much time reading our
Bible, or attending worship services, but it’s Easter, and we
know just enough to be curious, is there something there for
me? Is there anything in the Bible or church that may make
my life better? Our experience with Easter has always been
good, but, what if we approached Easter 2016 with a heart
that is open and expecting, exactly what, we’re not sure, but
hoping that God will make the resurrection of Christ more of

ChurchDirectory
Worship Every Sunday at 10:30am

Red Hawk Elementary - Cedar Springs
www.cscalvary.org
(616) 222-5020

Pastor Craig T. Owens

http://craigtowens.com

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL

(Since 1946) Non-Denominational
pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm
Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd.


866-4298
Pastor:
Robert Eckert

www.coumc.com
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sunday Worship: 10 aM

enhance
fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f







Mary Queen of Apostles Church

E ngagement
B irth
A nniversary
W edding
M emorial
O bituary
T hankyou!
A nnouncement

Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays at 3:00 pm

Happy Birthday to
BARBARA L. CALABRESE
& Tyler Reed Rizzon

Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh

Pastor Craig S. Carter

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta, MI 49345

616.550.6398

Barbara L. Calabrese of Comstock Park, will be celebrating
her 75th Birthday on March 24th. A party will be held in her
honor on March 26, 2016. Her grandson, Tyler Reed Rizzon,
of Cedar Springs, will accompany her in celebration of his
3rd Birthday. They will share in festivities with family and
friends and a good time will be had by all.

Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
Nursery & Children Ministry Provided
www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY

West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.
MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

In Loving Memory of
JASON A. RIDEOUT

Pioneer
Christian Reformed Church
340 W. pine St. Pioneer Christian
Reformed Church

Cedar Springs Christian Church
pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational
www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org






MondayS:
open prayer
7-8 pM

on CTA property*

ServicesServices
at Cedarfield
Community
Center Center
at Cedarfield
Community
Cedar Springs
3592 173592
Mile17RD
NERd.
(Next
Meijer)
Mile
NEto
(Next
to Meijer)
616.696.1180
Phone: 696-9120 Web: www.pioneercrc.org

*NOT affiliated with
Creative Technologies
Academy (CTA)


Sunday ScheduLe:
TWO WOrShiP SerViceS at 8:00 a.m.

and 10:15 a.m.







SundayS:
10:30 a.M.





SuPerViSed nurSery care PrOVided



9:00 a.m. christian education FOr aLL aGeS
11:00
a.m. coffee Fellowship downstairs



Pastor Steve Lindeman



The Church of God Fellowship Group of Michigan
is affiliated with...

1763 Stumpf Blvd. • Gretna, LA 70056
(504) 367-2005 • www.thecogmi.org

Fb a p tii s trc husr c h
of ced ar spr ing s

233 S. Main Street

Sabbath Services are held the 2nd thru 5th
Saturdays of the month at the
Comfort Inn - 4155 28th St. SE.
Services begin at 1:00 p.m.

Minister Bruce Chapman (616) 636-9209
Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm

Rockford Springs Community Church
Pastor David Vander Meer

5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

www.rockfordsprings.org

Sunday WorShip
9:30am • 5:00pm

SAND LAKE

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673

Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am

Lovingly remembered on this the 20th anniversary of
leaving us11
fora.m.
his heavenly home March 29, 1996.
Worship

HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~
Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Worship
11 a.m.
Worship
11 a.m.
Solon
Center
Love Mom, Dad and Family
Worship 11 a.m.
SolonCenter
Center Wesleyan Church
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www.holyspiritbelmont.org
New Ideas, Traditional Worship

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com
696-3560

Do not stand at my grave and weep
I am not there, I do not sleep
I am a thousand winds that blow
I am the diamond glint on snow
I am the sunlight on ripened grain
I am the gentle autumn rain
When you wake in morning hush
I am the swift uplifting rush
Of quiet birds in circling flight
I am the soft starlight at night
Do not stand at my grave and weep
I am not there, I do not sleep

Phone: 696-9120 Web: www.pioneercrc.org
10AM, 10AM,
6PM 6PM
Sunday Sunday
Services:
Services:
Pastor:Pastor:
Jim Alblas
Jim Alblas

Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM
Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

St. John Paul II Parish

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

616-696-3229

A Warm and Welcoming Catholic Community
3110 17 Mile Road | Cedar Springs, MI | 696-3904

a week.

Saturday Vigil Mass: 5:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

Sundays @
9:45 AM
& 11:15 AM
w w w. t h e s p ri n g s c h u rc h . i n f o
135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Oak & Grant) | 616.696.2970

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410
Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant
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spiritual notes • announcements • memories

April 19, 1953 – March 17, 2016

Robert Lee Hyrns, age 62, of Newaygo, passed away
March 17th at his residence. He was born April 19, 1953
in Grand Rapids, Michigan, the son of Alva and Donna
(Spring) Hyrns. During his working years, he worked as a
self-employed logger for 23years and a heavy equipment
driver for 10 years out west. Surviving are his parents Alva
and Donna Hyrns; sister Sandy (Norm) Seppi; brother
Rex (Mary) Hyrns; daughter Becky (Chad) Moore; two
grandchildren, Kelly and Ryan; one great-grandchild, Dixie;
several nieces and nephews. He is also survived by his girl
friend, Dawn Billings. As to Robert’s wishes, cremation has
taken place and a light luncheon will be served at Ensley
Center Township Hall on Saturday April 2nd from 1 to 3
p.m. In leu of flowers, please make a donation to Hospice
in Bob Hyrns name.

RICHARD D.
MORRIS

Richard D. “Dick” Morris,
age 82, of Belmont, went to
be with his Lord on Friday,
March 18, 2016. Dick
was born to DJ and Meryl
(Hanna) Morris on Feb 26,
1934 in Evans, Michigan.
He graduated from Cedar
Springs High School in
1952 where he went on to be
a teacher, counselor, and mentor to many for several years.
Dick was a loving husband, father, grandpa, and greatgrandpa and will be forever missed by his family. Dick
was President of the West MI Counselor Association and
served on the board that developed the Kent County Tech
Center (KCTC). He was also very active in the expansion
and renovation of the Bostwick Lake Congregational
Church where he was a member. Dick was preceded in
death by his daughter, Brenda Heffron; his brother, Rex
Morris; and his sister Bonnie Rowland. Dick is survived
by his wife of 62 years, JoAn (Deyo) Morris; his children,
Kirk and Joy Morris, Kelli Morris, and Traci and Glenn
Jonker; his grandchildren, Bryan and Katie Heffron,
Kendra and Jeremy Steinhaus, Kerra Heffron and her fiancé
Jake, Jordan Heffron, Aubrey and Kyle Marion, Gavin
and Ashlee Morris, Kory Jonker, Ethan Jonker, Cieara
Beardslee, Landon Beardslee; his great-grandchildren,
Hailey, Tyler, Logan, Luke, and Brenson; his sisters, Sally
Fortuna and Sandy (Mort) Reed; his sister-in-law, Bonnie
(Rick) Nelson; his brother-in-law, James Dickerson; and
many nieces and nephews. Visitation from 2-4 and 6-8
p.m. on Tuesday, March 22, 2016 at the Pederson Funeral
Home, 127 N Monroe St., Rockford, MI 49341. Funeral
Services for Dick was at 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday, March
23, 2016 at Bostwick Lake Congregational Church,
7979 Belding Rd NE, Rockford, MI 49341. Memorial
contributions may be given in Dicks’s name to the
Bostwick Lake Congregational Church or the Alano Club
of Kent County, 1020 College Ave NE, Grand Rapids,
MI 49503. Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home
www.pedersonfuneralhome.com

Every Life

GARY LEE
VANSCHUUR

DONALD L.
KELLEY

ROBERT LEE HYRNS

Donald L. Kelley, 89,
of Cedar Springs, died
Tuesday, March 22, 2016
at Spectrum Health –
Butterworth Campus. Mr.
Kelley was born September
30, 1926 in Laura, Illinois,
the son of Henry and Estelle
(Emerson) Kelley. He was a
veteran of World War II and
the Korean War and retired
from the Army in 1968 after 23 ½ years of service. He
was a member of the Moose Lodge #50 and the Kent City
American Legion. He was an avid golfer and fisherman and
always enjoyed a beer with the boys. Surviving are his wife
of 63 years, Caroline; son, Roger of Broomfield, Colorado,
sister, Lois Kneer of Florida. He was preceded in death by
two sons, Kelvin and Patrick; stepson, Paul Curry; brother,
Lester; sisters, Margaret and Myrna. Cremation has taken
place and there will be no services. Arrangements by BlissWitters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs.

EDITH E.
TISDEL

Edith E. Tisdel, 99, of
Cedar
Springs,
passed
away Wednesday, March
16, 2016 at Porter Hills.
Mrs. Tisdel was born May
7, 1916 in Cedar Springs,
Michigan, the daughter of
Lavern and Muriel (Lincoln)
Hatch. She had been a
member of the East Nelson
United Methodist Church, the Spencer Mills Ladies Aid
and a lifetime member of the Eastern Stars. She enjoyed
making cakes for all family events, homemade bread and
scubbies and going to the lake in the summer. Surviving
are her daughters, Shirley (Jerry) Cadaret, Sharon (Don)
Hopwood; six grandchildren; 12 great-grandchildren; seven
great-great-grandchildren; one niece and one nephew. She
was preceded in death by her husband, C. Wayne Tisdel in
1999; brother, Matthew Hatch and a great-grandson. The
family greeted friends Friday, March 18 from 6-8 pm at the
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs where
the service was held Saturday at 2:00 pm. Pastors Herb
VanderBilt and Chuck Smith officiating. Interment East
Nelson Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be made to
East Nelson United Methodist Church. Arrangements by
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

Mr. Gary Lee VanSchuur, of
Cedar Springs, Michigan,
age 66, passed away on the
afternoon of Monday, March
21, 2016, in the comfort of
his home, surrounded by his
loving family. Gary was born
to Gerrit and Leona Marie
(Beduhn) VanSchuur on
Sunday, September 11, 1949,
in Sparta, Michigan, and had
been a lifelong resident of the
area. As a truehearted patriot, Gary proudly and courageously
served his flag and country in the United States Army, fighting in
the Vietnam War. Following his honorable discharge, he worked
for the Farm Bureau of Kent City and then as a supervisor for
Knoll Furniture until his retirement in 2008. Gary enjoyed the
simple things in life— he was a great Michigan outdoorsman
who loved to go deer hunting, and as a farmer, Gary loved
working the land. He was also a very talented woodworker,
crafting many things with his parents in their woodshop. Family
was everything to Gary. He was a loving and devoted husband,
wonderful father, proud grandfather, and dear brother and
friend. He cherished every family get-together, being with his
grandchildren whenever he could, and he especially loved taking
them for rides on the Gator. Gary is survived by his beloved wife
Sharon (Fisk); loving children, MaryAnn (K.J.) Decker and Keith
(Laura) Goltz, Sr.; adored grandchildren, Whitney (fiance Cory
Wimmer) Decker, Hailey Decker, Devon Cole, Keith Goltz, Jr.,
Abby Goltz, and Kaylee Goltz; mother Marie VanSchuur; sister
Janice; brother-in-law Carl; father and mother-in-law James
and Shirley Fisk; brothers and sisters-in-law, Jim (Annetta) and
Ruth (Stan); and numerous nieces, nephews, and other beloved
members of the VanSchuur and Fisk families. He was preceded
in death by his father, Gerrit; and brother-in-law Steve. There
will be a time of visitation from 2:00 until 4:00 p.m. and from
6:00 until 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 24, 2016, at Pederson
Funeral Home, 127 N. Monroe Street NE, Rockford, MI 49341.
The funeral service for Gary will be celebrated at 11:00 a.m.
on Friday, March 25, 2016, at Pederson Funeral Home. Pastor
Rick Miller will be officiating. Under the auspices of the Kent
County Veteran’s Honor Guard and the United States Army, full
military honors will be conducted. Gary will be laid to rest in
Crandall Cemetery, Ensley Township, Michigan. Arrangements
by Pederson Funeral Home, www.pedersonfuneralhome.com

The measure of a man's
character is not what he gets from
his ancestors, but what he leaves
his descendants.
A good man leaveth an inheritance to his children's children: and the wealth of the sinner is laid up for the just.
Proverbs 13:22
From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books
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and Operated
Operated for
for Over
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Independently

Tells A Story

Grant Chapel

Newaygo Chapel

Phone: (231) 834-5613

Phone: (231) 652-5613

45 E. Main Street
Grant, MI 49327

226 State Road
Newaygo, MI 49337

Monuments and Markers of Granite or Bronze
88 easT division sTreeT
sparTa, Mi 49345-1394

www.fieldsmckinley.com
David J. Fields

Licensed Funeral Director-Owner

Charles M. McKinley
Licensed Funeral Director

Thomas Cheslek phone 616.887.1761
ManaGer-owner Fax 616.887.2870

www.hesselcheslek.com
www.hesselc
heslekfuneralhome.com
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Voices / views
Post Scripts
They deserve our kindness, support, and respect.

Sarah (Welch) Holtrop
1st Grade Teacher, Cedar Trails

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 350
words. The subject should be relevant to local readers, and
the editor reserves the right to reject letters or edit for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns. All
submissions MUST be accompanied by full name, mailing
address and daytime phone number. We use this information to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do not print anonymous letters, or acknowledge letters we do not use. Writers
are limited to one letter per month. Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or send to PostScripts, Cedar Springs
Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.

Resigning is a choice

Letter read at March 14 Board of Education meeting
My name is Sarah (Welch) Holtrop and I am writing this letter
out of concern for the students, staff, administration, and school
board. I have lived in Cedar Springs my entire life. My parents
were both teachers at Cedar Springs. They devoted their lives to
their students. After graduating from college, I also began my career as a teacher in the Cedar Springs district. My husband and I
raised three children in Cedar Springs and they attended Cedar
Springs from preschool through the 12th grade. I have been teaching in Cedar Springs for the past 32 years. In those 32 years, I have
had the opportunity to work for 5 different superintendents, and 9
different principals. I have shown respect for them all and that is
the way it should be. Over the years I have attended many board
meetings and for the last two years I have attended almost all of
them. In that time the board hired a new superintendent…Dr. Laura VanDuyn. The vote was 5-2 in favor of Dr. VanDuyn. I continue
to attend board meetings in order to be certain I am informed. I am
breaking my silence because I do not feel it is fair for individuals
to stand up and verbally blame Dr. VanDuyn for being the cause
of the resignation of four administrators. This accusation is unfair,
as all of these individuals have resigned. All of them could have
accepted Dr. VanDuyn as their new superintendent, and worked
alongside her to serve the students of Cedar Springs. However,
instead of doing so, for one reason or another, they have chosen
to resign. I have heard many ask the board why the administrators
have resigned. Instead of asking the board over and over again
why, ask these individuals exactly why they resigned.
In our careers we are continually faced with change, and like it
or not, we have to accept it. An administrative change is not a reason to end a long-term career. Personally, I have found Dr. VanDuyn to be compassionate, caring, and concerned (for the well
being of both students and staff.) She is working tirelessly for the
Cedar Springs School district. She offers opportunities for all staff
members to meet with her. She actually listens to concerns. She
values the employees of the district. In her short time serving the
district, she has a growing list of accomplishments. Restoring the
counseling to Cedar Trails and Beach, and lowering class sizes are
a couple of recent examples. In conclusion, I think it is time to accept the fact that our administration has changed. It is certainly not
the first time and we need to move forward with our new leaders.

DO IT FOR THE PEOPLE YOU LOVE…
Make a Will and a Health Care Power of Attorney
$275 for Individual or Family Wills, Health Care
Powers of Attorney, and Financial Powers of
Attorney if needed
Other Legal Services Available

Contact:

Batzer Law, PLLC
616-745-1959
batzerlaw@gmail.com

Our community is the one who loses

The story of “Cedar Springs Athletic Director Resigns”
has been weighing on my mind since it began swirling
around the news and social media. I have been debating
with myself on whether I should comment or not, but I believe as a former student of the Cedar Springs School District and part of a family that has resided in Cedar Springs
for many years, it is important for people like me to speak
up. It is concerning to me that the current administration
(Superintendent and Board of Education) is not leading
in a way that will allow the school district to continue to
be successful in maintaining a level of excellence in the
classroom and in the many extra-curricular activities. To
see someone that has worked so hard and made such an
impact on both the school district and the community leave
because of the current climate is really very sad and our
great community is the one who loses. Autumn has done
an amazing job with the students at all levels and has built
a winning and successful sports program at Cedar Springs.
Doing this takes time, devotion, hard work, integrity and
an unwavering need to not give up when things get tough.
Unfortunately, it seems those are the very things at stake
and it is up to the community to find out why before we get
too far off course. I may no longer live in this community
but still consider Cedar Springs my home and my school.
I want to see this community be successful and a leader in
the area and I believe that the students at Cedar Springs deserve this as well. Please ask the tough questions, stand up
to the pressures of being bullied and mistreated, dig down
to find the answers, and think about the students. Autumn,
congratulations on your huge success with our athletic program and the many ways you have shown great leadership.
You have been a major influence on so many and your impact will be felt forever at our school. I wish you the best of
luck on your new adventures. Cedar will most undoubtedly
not be the same without you there.
Nathan Wallace
Cedar Springs Graduate, Class of 2000

A different point of view
I see things differently than some of the writers in the Post.
I am highly encouraged that our CSPS School Board and Dr.
VanDuyn are reviewing administrative practices at CSPS. In
Michigan there are increasing school requirements and competition in the education arena.
The School Board is being questioned and threatened by a
group or individuals, who feel they have been wronged. Personnel
details cannot legally be disclosed or publically discussed. This
school board is essentially the same and was acceptable to most,
until they did not promote Mr. Cairy to superintendent.
#PeopleHaveLeftBefore
FOIA information shows 1.5 years before Dr. VanDuyn was
hired, two administrators and one teacher received separation
agreements or severance pay. This supports change happens in
education, regardless of who is at the helm.
#CurrentDedicationandTalent
We currently have many talented/accredited/acclaimed hardworking employees and students in CSPS!
#SpeakUpPositive4CSPS
Increased attendance at CSPS school board meetings is also
support for the positive changes taking place, A few:
* Beach Back Pack reinstated/volunteer based
* GATORS reading staff expanded
* Class sizes reduced in elementary
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* Human resources for staff assistance & policy
* Increased communication district wide from Dr. VanDuyn.
#ProtectingOurInvestmentforKids
* Building maintenance is moving to a preventative system.
We have deferred maintenance to overcome.
* New budgeting system. Building principals now see their
building finances and will contribute to decisions made for
their building.
* Bidding processes will now be public, timely, including
complete scopes of work.
* 50+ active credit card accounts reviewed—business consultant recommended less than 5 is appropriate.
I see the CSPS school board members (the majority who are
present for all meetings), are doing their job, aware of personal
conflicts of interest, mindful of board fiduciary responsibility and
making informed decisions to move our district forward.
Working together we can go from good to great, with the leadership of Dr. VanDuyn.
Go Red Hawks!
Heidi Reed, City of Cedar Springs
CSPS Sinking Fund Committee & School Board Meeting
Attendee

What is a leader?

Leadership. An effective leader is a person who does the following:
1.Creates an inspiring vision of the future.
2.Motivates and inspires people to engage with that vision.
3.Manages delivery of the vision.
4.Coaches and builds a team, so that it is more effective at
achieving the vision.
Reflecting on the last 18 month, this does not describe the approach and behaviors exhibited by our current board and administration.
The “how” we do things is equally as important as the “what”
we do. A hostile working environment is not an environment that
provides quality education for our children. Our administrators
and teachers need to feel valued and accountable to delivering
there best each and every day. What our teachers and administrators have had to endure while working through this “change” is
unacceptable. Intimidation, fear, being demeaned in front of peers,
being disregarded, no collaboration and retaliation for speaking up
or against a situation to name a few. The disrespect, lack of listening and disregard for the community’s concerns is unacceptable.
Countless attempts to ask questions, to seek information, to ask
for accountability and action, and nothing happens. No questions,
no conversation among the board at the open meetings about anything. This path and these actions need to change, for the health
of our district and for our children’s education. The only way forward is together.
The best ideas and our greatness as a district over decades has
come from trust, collaboration, high expectations for students and
staff, welcoming our differences and working together to give our
children the best education possible. This is what makes the most
powerful positive “change.”
As a community, we are passionate and united by one thing and
that is the education of our children in this district. The board and
the superintendent are ultimately responsible for that and their behavior and choices matter. We are losing talented people in this
district that have made a tremendous impact and were part of
making us great, and I am sure if nothing changes we are sure to
lose more teachers, administrators and students.
Any good leader is not afraid to listen, adjust, take action and
move forward courageously. This path we are on is not leading us
to continued greatness, it ls leading us to failure, bankruptcy and
utter embarrassment within the region and state.
Are you prepared for that to be your legacy?
Sincerely,
Laura Davis, Algoma Township
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Arts/entertainment

H

ometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand
for placement in this section, we can not run all articles.
Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is not
guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows.
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name
and phone number for any questions we may have.

Good Friday Walk and Remember

Mar. 25: Walk to each of the Sand Lake Village Churches and
listen to the thoughts of characters that experienced the crucifixion
first hand. Friday, March 25th from noon to 1:30 pm. Our walk
begins at Resurrection Lutheran Church (just south of town on
Northland Dr.), with stops at the Full Gospel Church, Downtown
Pavilion, Mary Queen of Apostles, and the United Methodist
Church. Transportation will be provided back to the Lutheran
Church. Children and families are encouraged to join us. #10-12p

Easter Egg-Stravaganza

Mar. 26: An Easter Egg-Stravaganza, a celebration for children
will be held on Saturday, March 26th from 1 to 2:30 pm at the
Solon Center Wesleyan Church. All children 10 years and under
are invited to attend. There’ll be games, an Easter Egg hunt, and
a special Easter presentation. Two bicycles will be given away as
grand prizes! For more information go to: scwchurch.com or call
the church office at 616-696-3229. The church is located at 15671
Algoma Ave., just north of 19 Mile Rd. All welcome! #11,12p

Praise the Lord at Cowboy Church

Mar. 27: 2nd Chance will be having Cowboy Church on Sunday,
March 27th at 6 pm. It will be at 2nd Chance School at 810 – 17
Mile Rd. Cedar Springs (corner of 17 Mile and Olin Lakes Rd).
The message will be shared by Billi Brandt who has an amaz-

ing testimony to share. Music will be shared by Gitchel family
singing and playing traditional gospel music. Invite your family
and friends. Cowboy Church will be every 2nd and 4th Sunday of
the month. Each service will have different people sharing God’s
word and music. If you have questions, call 616-293-2150. See
you there! #12

Register Now For Free Hunter Education

Apr. 5: To register for firearm Hunter Safety Classes at the Red
Flannel Rod & Gun Club, call Jim Pope at 231-834-5545 after 6
pm. Classes at the Club, 7463 18 Mile Rd. Cedar Springs, will be
Tuesday, April 5th, from 6-9 pm, Thursday, April 7th, from 6-9pm,
Saturday, April 9th, from 8 am-4 pm, and Tuesday, April 12th from
6-9 pm. Class size limited to 40 students. #12,13p

Help Promote Literacy

Apr. 14: The Literacy Center of West Michigan has scheduled
and information session on Thursday April 14th, for prospective
volunteer tutors. This session is held at 6 pm and lasts one hour. It
allows persons interested in becoming volunteer tutors to find out
more about the Center and its literacy programs. At the end of the
session there will be an opportunity to sign up for tutor training.
By training people to be tutors, the Center can offer one-on-one
reading help to adults asking for assistance in reading or English
as a Second Language (ESL). You do not need to speak another
language to tutor ESL. The Center is located at 1120 Monroe Ave.,
NW, Suite 240, Grand Rapids. Please call 616-459-5151 (ext. 10)
or email us at info@literacycenterwm.org to register. #12

Community Night

Apr. 21: Cedar Springs Community Night is April 21st and
registration is underway. The deadline for registration is March
25th. Forms are online at www.csaparksandrec.com or you can call
616-696-7320. #12

CS Rotary Club Cow Plop

May 7: The Cedar Springs Rotary Club is hosting their annual
Cow Plop on Saturday, May 7th from 9 am to 12 pm, next to
White Creek Lumber, 13861 White Creek. Tickets are $5.00 each.
Prizes: $1,000, $350, or $150, depending on where the cow plops.
See any Rotarian for Tickets and more information. #12
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JOKE

of theWeek
Easter Jokes for Kids

Q. How did the soggy Easter Bunny dry himself?
A. With a hare-dryer!
Q. Why did the Easter Bunny cross the road?
A. Because the chicken had his Easter eggs!
Q. What did the rabbit say to the carrot?
A. It’s been nice gnawing you!
Q. How did the Easter Bunny rate the Easter parade?
A. He said it was eggs-cellent!
Q. How does the Easter Bunny travel?
A. By hare-plane!
Q. How does the Easter Bunny stay fit?
A. Eggs-ercise and hare-robics!
Q. Why did the Easter egg hide?
A. He was a little chicken!

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

classic kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

MacGregor to hold Amash to host town hall meetings
office hours

Rep. Justin Amash (R-Mich) will be holding eight town hall meetings next week in the third district. The closest one to
the greater Cedar Springs
area will be held on Tuesday, March 29, from 9:15
a.m. to 10:15 a.m. at the
Sparta Civic Center, 75 N.
Union Street, in Sparta. He
will also hold meetings in
Lowell, Marshall, Hastings, Eureka, Portland, Battle Creek, and Caledonia.

State Senator Peter MacGregor will hold office hours on
Monday, March 28, from 4:00-5:30 p.m. in the Community
Room at the Walker Fire Station #3, 1470 3 Mile Rd. NW,
Walker, Mich. 49544.
“I will be available to answer questions and respond to
concerns any residents of the district may have,” said MacGregor.
Office hours are a one-on-one meeting with constituents,
and in order for him to see
as many people as possible, he asks to please keep
the conversation to 10 to 15
minutes. If your question reAlfred Hitchcock’s
quires additional time, condaughter Patricia appeared
tact his office to set up an
in one of his films,
appointment.
in 1950 with Jane Wyman.
For more information or
Which film was it?
to contact Sen. MacGregor’s
Answer the question and bring your answers
office, please visit www.
to one of the performances of “Murder at the
Kent” on March 30-31 & April 1 at The Kent
SenatorPeterMacGregor.
Theatre to be entered to win prizes that night.
com or call 1-855-347-8028.

Solve the Riddles - Win Prizes!

Like us on

now Showing

$3.00

www.facebook.com/
cedarspringspost

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 616-696-SHOW
www.kenttheatre.com
7469
coming Soon:
Stage
Spring
n
o
e
liv
B
Presented by
cedar springs community Players

march 31-april 2

Holzweizenbock: Buffalo Trace Whiskey Barrel Aged Wheat Bock
Weizenbock: Wheat Bock
Pale Bock: Strong Lager
Tim the Enchanter: Belgian Golden
Enchanter 1.0: Dry Hopped Cask w/Centennial, Chinook & Cascade
Enchanter 1.1: Dry Hopped Cask w/Citra, Columbus & Cascade

Bratwurst! Deluxe Brat! Currywurst! Sausage Surprise!

ShowtimeS:
Friday: 6pm • 9pm
Digital Movie Tickets
Saturday: 3pm • 6pm • 9pm
Sunday: 3pm • 6pm
ONLY

at the KeNT

SIX NEW BEERS!

SAUSAGE PARTY!

march
25 • 26 • 27

3,709 likes

SAT. APR 2 / 3-9 p.m.

Dave Slavinski: Germanic/Folk
Big Dudee Roo: Psycho/Grunge/Rock

Kent theatre

Mystery

BIERFEST

LIVE MUSIC!

DIGITAL Movies at the

The Cedar Springs
Post, Newspaper

STARK

reak
Special

april
4, 5,
8-10

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

FREE ENTRY!

21+ w/valid ID. CSBrew.com

Brauhaus & Restaurant
95 North Main • Cedar Springs

(616) 696-BEER
CSBrew.com
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Easter 2016

Easter Coloring Contest
Winners!

Sharing Hometown Recipes, Cooking Tips and Coupons
Age Group
3-4 Years Old

Congratulations
to
3-year-old Jaiden St.
Amour, of Sand Lake,
7-year-old Autumn Passage, of Sand Lake, and
9-year-old Desirae Donley, of Rockford whose
entries were chosen as
finalists and ultimately
the winning entries of
our 2016 Easter Coloring Contest.
Three finalists were
selected from each age
group, 3-4 years, 5-7
years, and 8-10 years.
Then our staff voted on
which were they're favorites from each group
and that's how we came
up with our three winners.
Winners may pick up
their prizes on Monday,
March 28th at The Post,
located at 36 E. Maple
St., Cedar Springs, between 10 am and 5pm.
Or call 616-696-3655
to make other arrangements.
Thank you to all that
entered our coloring
contest.

Winner:

Jaiden St. Amour
age 3
of Sand Lake

Traditional and Delicious Easter Knot Cookie Recipe
“We make
these
delicious
cookies
every
Easter!”

Age Group
5-7 Years Old

A

fter taking one bite of Lisa Cancilla’s Easter Knot
Cookies, everyone will be wishing that the Easter
Bunny left these cookies in their Easter basket. With a light,
sweet anise flavor, they’re delicious and the perfect way to
end your Easter meal.
See step-by-step photos of Lisa’s recipe plus thousands
more from home cooks nationwide at:
www.justapinch.com/easterknot
You’ll also find a meal planner, coupons and chances to
win! Enjoy and remember, use “just a pinch”...

Winner:

Autumn Passage
age 7
of Sand Lake

Lisa Cancilla

-Janet

Parlin, NJ

Age Group
8-10 Years Old

Winner:

Desirae Donley
age 9
of Rockford

TAX
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Trade-in
Sale!

R
SALE

NATIONAL NAME BRANDS

Ashley • Bestcraft • CatNapper • Lane

Receive at Least

Now
Layaway y
and Pa
with Your !
Receive
at Least
d
Tax Refun$

150

$

trade-in on your old sofa and chair,
hide-a-bed or sectional toward the
purchase of any new two-piece or
three-piece living room suite,
hide-a-bed or sectional in stock!

SAVE75
100

trade-in on your old sofa or love seat
toward the purchase of any new sofa
or love seat in stock!

$

10-50% OFF
Receive at Least

trade-in on your recliner toward the
purchase of any new recliner, rocker recliner
or wall hugger in stock!

Our Already Low Prices!
Delivery
Gift
On Closeout,
Discontinued
and Layaway
Certificates
Available!
and
One-of-a-Kind
Items
Available for
Throughout the Store!
Mother’s
Day!

By Janet Tharpe

Delivery & Layaway Available

Larry’s Northtown
Furniture & Appliance
Hours: Mon.–Thur. & Sat. 9–6 • Fri. 9–7

(616) 754-6101

6481 Greenville Rd. • Northtown Greenville

(pop. 95,832)

Easter Knot
Cookies
What You Need
1/2 lb butter, softened
1 1/2 c sugar
6 eggs
2 tbsp milk
1 tsp anise extract
1 tsp pure vanilla extract
8 c sifted flour
6 tsp baking powder
1 tsp salt
Butter Icing Recipe
3/4 box confectioners’
sugar
1 stick butter
1 tsp anise extract
Food coloring
Milk

Directions
• Cream butter and
sugar.
• Add eggs, milk, anise
and vanilla.
• Combine the sifted
flour, baking powder
and salt. Add slowly to
the wet mixture.
• Grease cookie sheets.
Roll dough into 1/2”
logs and form into
knots.
• Bake at 400 F for 8
minutes.

• To make butter icing,
combine confectioners
sugar and butter.
• Add anise.
• Slowly add milk to
desired consistency.
• Add food coloring of
your choice.
• Dunk cookies in icing
and let dry.

Submitted by: Lisa Cancilla, Parlin, NJ (pop. 95,832)

www.justapinch.com/easterknot
Brought to you by American Hometown Media

Skimmer
...continued from front page

from credit card fraud, as
the unknown suspect(s)
were unable to retrieve the
information contained on
the skimmer,” said Sgt. Jason Kelley, with Sheriff Department’s Cedar Springs
unit.
During Saturday’s blitz,
which took officials from
Grand Rapids to Saginaw
to Lansing to the U.P. to
Detroit and Traverse City,
three credit card skimming
devices were removed and
confiscated and more than
3,000 pumps were checked.
The other two skimmers
were found at gas stations
in Howell, Michigan.
“These blitzes make it
clear to these cyber-criminals we’re actively looking for skimming devices
– not just during the traditional work week – but on

weekends too,” said Jamie
Clover Adams, MDARD
Director. “Credit card skimmers will not be tolerated
and Michigan’s Weights
and Measures inspectors,
gas station owners, and law
enforcement will continue
to be on the hunt for skimmers to protect the state’s
consumers from fraud.”
Credit card skimmers
can’t be seen from outside
the pump. Criminals use
keys to quickly open the
pumps, insert the skimmers
and leave. Skimmers can
be installed in seconds. The
skimmers then make a copy
of the consumer’s card information for criminals to
make fraudulent purchases.
“Some steps station
owners can take to protect
their patrons are changing
locks, using tamper-proof

security tape, and adding
security cameras. Additionally, owners should also be
increasing their dispenser
inspections, and be more
aware of these attacks,”
said Clover Adams.
Jennifer Holton, with the
MDARD, said that checking for skimmers has been
an everyday practice since
August 2015, but occasionally they do a blitz. “Not
only do we check the quality of the gasoline, but we
check for skimmers, too,”
she explained.
Holton said that if something seems off at the
pump, go inside to pay, and
alert the cashier if you see
something off. You should
also regularly monitor your
credit and debit card info to
make sure you recognize
purchases. “Immediately
notify your banking institution if you notice something
that shouldn’t be there,” she
said.
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Overcoming your fear of donating blood
Sommer Deering faces her fear
for the sake of her son
From Michigan Blood

When Traverse City residents Sommer and Mike
Deering met at the county
fair as teenagers, they hit it
off right away and bonded
over their hobby of raising pigs. They had no idea
that their summer meeting
would change the course of
their lives forever. They fell
in love, have been married
for 15 years and have two
sons.
When their youngest son,
Cam, was an infant, he became very sick. The family
brought him to Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital in
Grand Rapids. Baby Cam
was diagnosed with Langerhans Cell Histiocytosis
(LCH), which is a disorder
that causes an overproduction of cells that can form
tumors or damage organs.
During his week in the hospital, he needed a blood
transfusion to survive.
“It was a super scary time

donation, and joins them in
their challenge to others to
overcome their fear of donating by giving it a chance.
What better way to ease
someone else’s pain than by
facing your fears and donating to help save a life?
Michigan Blood is the
sole provider of blood and
blood products for more
than 60 hospitals in Michigan, including Spectrum
Health, Metro Health, and
Mercy Health Saint Mary’s.
Donations given outside
of Michigan Blood do not
have direct local impact.
Donating blood with Michigan Blood helps save the
lives of patients in Michigan hospitals. Any healthy
person 17 or older (or 16
with parental consent) who
weighs at least 110 pounds
may be eligible to donate.

for my husband and me,”
says Sommer. “But having blood available when
we needed it most was
very comforting.”
Cam and his family
made numerous trips
to the hospital for more
treatments. Sommer and
Mike continued to notice several bags of blood
hanging from the IV
stands of other sick chil- "I have never been a fan of needles, which is why it took me so long to
dren.
become a donor. Even though I was scared, I gave it a chance because
“It really made me my son received blood when he needed it. It's worth a little discomfort to
think about how giving give back and help those in need."
Sommer Deering, blood donor and mother to son who is a blood recipient
blood could be such an
incredible help to these
blood in honor of her son. need. It makes me happy,”
little ones going through She was afraid, but gave it a exclaims Sommer.
such tough times,” adds chance because she was so
Michigan Blood thanks
Sommer. “I wanted to start grateful for the donors who the Deering family for their
donating blood after wit- saved her son’s life through dedication to the mission of
nessing this. I wasn’t sure blood donations.
saving lives through blood
when I would make that
“Even though I am
commitment because I scared, I get through the
am scared of needles and process by not looking at
blood—but I knew I wanted the needle or the blood, and
N. Federal Road, Howard City
231-937-8485 www.selectcarePT.com 7762
North End of Town (Next to Carpet Store)
to someday.”
then I am just fine! I keep
Fax: 231-937-9836
• Aquatic Therapy (Only one in Town)
Beginning last year, Som- going back—it’s worth a
Not affiliated with any other therapy provider in the
• Anodyne for Neuropathy
area. Operated by husband and wife physical therapist
mer decided to make good little discomfort in order to
• Vestibular Rehab/Balance Training/Fall Prevention
team with combined experience of 40 years.
• Sports Medicine/Kinesio Taping
on her promise to donate give back and help those in
Our therapists work only at this location,

Select care PhySical theraPy

Spring chicks may carry salmonella
Officials at the Michigan
departments of Agriculture
and Rural Development and
Health and Human Services
are warning parents about
the potential for baby poultry to carry Salmonella; a
common bacteria found in
the droppings of poultry
which can cause illness in
people.
“Washing your hands
before and after handling
chicks and other poultry is
not only important for your
bird’s health, it protects
both you and your family
from the risk of Salmonella,” said MDARD State
Veterinarian Dr. James
Averill. “Even birds appearing healthy can carry bacteria which can make people
sick.”
“People enjoy raising
baby chicks and having
fresh eggs from their own
birds,” said Eden Wells,
MDHHS Chief Medical
Executive. “Though keeping chickens can be fun and
educational, poultry owners
should be aware that chickens and other birds can carry germs and other viruses
that can impact human
health.”

Blood donors should bring
photo ID. There is an urgent need for O-Negative
blood donors. Donors with
type O-Negative blood, or
new donors who do not yet
know their blood type, are
encouraged to visit their local blood donation center.
For additional information
on donating blood, and to
make an appointment, visit
www.miblood.org.
Grand Rapids Donor
Center is at 1036 Fuller Ave
NE, Mondays, Wednesdays, Thursdays, noon to 7
p.m.; Tuesdays and Fridays,
8 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.; and
Saturdays 8 a.m. to 2 p.m.
The next blood drive at
the Cedar Springs United
Methodist Church will be
Tuesday, April 19, from
noon to 7 p.m..

•
•
•
•
•

Work Injuries/Auto Injuries
Pain Management
Orhtopaedic Manual Therapy
Arthritis/Fibromyalgia/Osteoporosis Therapy Program
Post-op Edema Management

and are highly trained and certified.
Our Hand-On approach is the strength
behind our successful treatment programs.
Therapy provided by licensed physical therapists only.

OPEN 5 DAYS A WEEK!
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9am-5pm • Tues. & Thurs. open later to accommodate late appointments.

Salmonella can cause diarrhea, vomiting, fever and/
or abdominal cramps lasting four to seven days or
more.
People should always
assume baby chicks carry
Salmonella and should follow these recommendations
to protect themselves and
others:   
Children younger than
five-years-of-age,
older
adults or people with weak
immune systems should
not handle or touch chicks,
ducklings or other poultry
because they are more likely to become severely ill.
Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water
after touching the birds or
anything in their environment. Adults should supervise hand washing for

young children.
Use hand sanitizer until
you can wash your hands
thoroughly with soap and
water.
Always keep poultry
away from areas where
food or drink is prepared,
served or stored, such as
kitchens or outdoor patios.
Do not kiss the chicks.
Do not touch your mouth,
smoke, eat, or drink after
handling poultry.
Frequently clean all
equipment such as cages,
feed, water containers and
other materials associated
with raising or caring for
poultry.
For more information,
visit: http://www.cdc.gov/
features/salmonellababybirds/

White Pine Family Medicine
announces

Walk In kIds Hour!
Starting april 11, 2016

If your sick child is under the age of 18 and a patient with us, you can walk in any day
between 11:30-12:30 to be seen without an appointment!

Call 616-696-2020 for more information

All insurances are welcome, flexible payment plans for
co-payments, deductible, private pay, etc.
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Outdoors

Feeding more than the
birds
Ron Parker, of Courtland Township, sent us some beautiful wildlife photos last week. “We have
been feeding wild birds all winter,
but now that Spring seems to be
here we have been receiving other
visitors who are just as much fun
to watch,” he said. Thanks, Ron,
for sharing your photos with us!
We would love to see your wildlife photos! Snap a photo and
send it to us with some information and your contact info. Send it
to news@cedarspringspost.com.

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche

In 2015, the Michigan departments of Environmental
Quality and Natural Resources confirmed the presence of
the invasive New Zealand
mudsnail in the Pere Marquette River near Baldwin,
which is a popular destination
for trout and salmon anglers.
New Zealand mudsnails are
each only about 1/8 inch long
and can be difficult to see.
However, these snails can significantly change the aquatic
habitats they live in by reaching extremely high densities.
When that happens, they can
out-compete native species

Lawn Fertilizing and Weed Control
NEW CUSTOMER SPECIAL!!!!!
Residential & Commercial

$19.99 first application up to 10,000 Sq. Ft.
or a Free Merit Grub-n-Bug Control App.

Must order all 5 applications of Fert-n-Weed Control
Call 616-887-3320 or stop by at 300 S. State St., Sparta

Seeing with
Kids Eyes
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Walking through the big woods this week, I felt like a kid in a
candy shop. It was exciting to experience wonder after wonder. It
is a time when winter seems to linger and spring has not arrived
but there is more occurring than the senses can grasp.
Song Sparrows are active at brush piles along the forest edge
and in wetland shrubs. Just a couple weeks ago, I was seeing a
dozen species of birds daily and now it is two dozen. Sandhill
Cranes announce evening, Canada Geese fly over, and Wood
Ducks are swimming in Little Cedar Creek.
An American Woodcock flew in for its evening dance, saw
me, and kept going. The next night a Great Horned Owl was
hooting from forest edge and probably kept the woodcock from
showing itself. A pair of Red-tailed Hawks soared over the Big
Woods and power line clearing by day.
A Turkey Vulture on clean-up duty has been soaring over the
highway by Ody Brook’s entrance looking for the dead oposvery resilient and have been
sum and muskrat that I reported killed on the road last week. The
known to survive in damp encarcasses are not obvious among the roadside vegetation but the
vironments for up to 26 days.
vulture can smell them at great distance.
As the spring fishing season
Two Pileated Woodpeckers feasted at an old ash tree stump.
gears up, anglers are anxiously
My friend, Greg, was coming to visit and I told him about the
awaiting the opportunity to tarwoodpeckers at the driveway’s edge. He arrived, stopped, and
get steelhead on the Pere Marwatched as one woodpecker worked. When the woodpecker left,
quette and other popular Michwe looked to see what was being eaten. Termites.
igan rivers. It is important for
On a smaller scale, Skunk Cabbages are blooming on the
anglers to clean, drain and dry
floodplain. They have a hood covering minute flowers. The hood
their equipment to help prevent
protects this first flowering plant of the year from freeze damage.
the spread of these invasive
The hood wraps around an inner spike that holds many flowers.
snails, as well as all types of
The spike with flowers is called a spadix and the hood is called a
aquatic invasive species.
spathe. Small flies and crawling insects move into this temporary
Anglers are encouraged to
shelter where they find protection from being frozen. The plant
clean boats and equipment (ingenerates heat that keeps the temperature above freezing in the
cluding waders) with hot water
spathe. Heat protects plant tissues and the variety of creatures in
or a diluted bleach solution,
the hood. The benefit to the plant for providing lodging is that inand, when possible, allow the
sects pick up pollen and carry it to other Skunk Cabbage flowers.
equipment to dry for at least
Other flowering plants already blooming at Ody Brook by
five days before reusing.
mid March are Silver Maple trees, Speckled Alder, and WhitAdditional
information
low-grass. Whitlow-grass, a mustard, has a small rosette of
about the New Zealand
leaves found on exposed bare ground. It is only about one inch
mudsnail and other aquatic inacross the radiating ring of leaves. Small white mustard flowers
vasive species can be found at
about the size of a pinhead ensure reproduction. The plant and its
michigan.gov/invasives.
flowers are so small that few people notice them but hundreds
are currently in bloom.
It is good to carry a small
magnifying hand lens to exam169 N STATE ST. • SPARTA
ine the near microscopic world
GUNS • AMMO • LICENSES • LIVE BAIT
of life in wetland, field, shru616-887-8661
bland, and forest.
Hours: Mon.-Fri. 7am-8pm • Sat. 7am-7pm • Sun. 7am-5pm
Bluebirds still have not arrived to inspect nest boxes
cleaned and readied. They
arrive before wrens to claim
bird houses. When wrens arrive, they enter and kill bluebirds or destroy eggs to use the
box themselves. If houses are
kept in open areas away from
shrubbery and forest edge, it is
less likely wrens will invade.
I place two bird houses
within 15 feet of another. Tree
Swallows often claim one and
keep other swallows from nesting that close. The swallows
do not mind having bluebirds
as neighbors. The bluebirds,
so to speak, have a swallow
guard that protects them from
other swallows that try to take
the second nest box.
Nature niches have a greater
variety and abundance of wondrous special treats than candy
in a candy shop.
Natural history questions or
topic suggestions can be directed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or
call 616-696-1753.

Help prevent spread of invasive New Zealand
mudsnail
land mudsnail
spreading to
new waters is
high because
they are easily
transported via
recreational
users, such as
anglers, due to
their ability to
Anglers should do what they can, including clean- attach to fishing their boats and equipment after any and all ing equipment,
fishing trips, to protect against the spread of the wading
gear
invasive New Zealand mudsnail.
and other hard
that are important food sourc- surfaces. Once attached, they
es for trout. They also have no can hitch a ride to a new river
nutritional value for trout spe- or lake and begin the invasive
cies that may feed upon them, process again. Additionally, a
which can negatively affect the single snail can reproduce once
overall condition of the trout.
transported.
The threat of New ZeaNew Zealand mudsnails are

Thursday, March 24, 2016
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SportS

WMP wrestlers head to state finals
By Barbra Chong

West Michigan Pursuit traveled to Northview for the 2016
Western Regionals this past
weekend. Twenty-two grapplers placed in the top five out
of the 31 entered, and 21 are
moving on to the 2016 State
Finals. WMP claimed 58 victories out of 67 battles.
One of the highlights of the
weekend was Aaiden Vasquez,
who battled back for a true second placement with a record of
5-1. Individual placements are
as follows:
Fifth Place medalists include
143 lb Jordan Andrus, High
School division, and 80 lb Logan Bennett, 9/10 age group.
Fourth Place medalists include 130 lb Isaac Casey, 9/10
age group; 90 lb Brocke Fisher, 13/14 age group; and 138
lb Patrick Fliearman, High
School division.

These West Michigan Pursuit wrestlers will wrestle in the state finals. Photo by B. Chong.
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Third Place medalists include 163 lb Xavier Anderson,
High School division; 61 lb
Logan Galinis, 6 & under age
group; 64 lb Tyler Parmeter,
7/8 age group and 145 lb Zak
Schmid, 13/14 age group.
Second Place medalists include 55 lb Quinten Cassiday,
7/8 age group; 155 lb Jacob
Galinis, High School division; 115 lb Logan Hull, High
School division; 148 lb Lucus
Pienton, High School division;
and 52 lb Aaiden Vasquez, 6 &
under age group.
Western Region Champions
are 59 lb Michael Cannon,
9/10 age group; 61 lb Chayson
Eberspeaker, 6 & under age
group; 58 lb Luke Egan, 7/8
age group; 49 lb Jayden Marcano-Cruz, 7/8 age group; 55
lb Drew Moro, 6 & under age
group; 72 lb Blake Peasley,
7/8 age group; 64 lb Isaiah
Sostenes, 7/8 age group; and
55 lb Josh Vasquez, 9/10 age

group.
Special recognition goes out
to Luke Egan, Jayden Marcano-Cruz and Blake Peasley
for their 2014, 2015 and 2016
West Regional Champion status.
This year’s Finals will be
held at the Kellogg Arena the
weekend of April 1-3. The
time is here and the focus is on
for the Pursuit to the Podium.
“Each year the number
grows of how many WMP
grapplers qualify for State,”
said Head Coach Dave Andrus. “My first year running
WMP, I had seven grapplers
qualify with three Regional
Champions. Four years later,
I have 21 grapplers qualifying
with eight Championships.
These kids and their parents
continue to impress me with
their neverending support and
dedication. The combined efforts are what make this program such a success.”

Youth wrestlers finish strong at regionals
By Jacquie Troupe

Last weekend, 18 Cedar
Springs Youth Wrestlers
competed in the MYWAY
West Regional Tournament. There were two days
of intense competition that
resulted in 49 wins, with
15 wrestlers placing in the
top 6 spots. Seven of those
wrestlers will head to Battle
Creek in two weeks for the
state tournament.
Hudson Crystal had the
fastest pin for the team with
:10, Brandson Wood with
:22, and Blake Falan with
:30. According to Coach
Goike, “Having 15 out of 18
wrestlers place place made

for a very impressive finish
for the year. The dedication
that they have all shown in
practice has given them the
edge they need to be successful for the State Tournament and beyond.”
Placing 2nd in the 11-09
ALL 61lb division was Jonathan Libera; in the 08-07
ALL 72lb division was Hudson Crystal; and in the 02-01
ALL 85lb division was Andrew VanGessel.
Placing 3rd in the 0605 ALL 59lb division was
Keaton Klaasen; in the 0807 ALL 67lb division was
Gavyn Byxbe; and in the 0403 ALL 75lb division wasTrevor Marsman.

Auction
...continued from page 2

presented a short original skit along with a viewing of the En
Gedi video. The last event of the night includes a live auction
for larger items as well as an opportunity to Sponsor-a-Student.
En Gedi is dependent upon donations to achieve the group’s
goal of “building up families in our community.” Kevin Pike, En
Gedi Board Secretary, and Jodi Coxon co-chair the event, which

Placing 4th in the 0807 ALL 58lb division was
Blake Falan.
Placing 5th in the 1109 ALL 46lb division was
Tucker Crystal, and in
the 04-03 ALL 90lb division,
Carter Falan.
Placing 6th in the 11-09
ALL 46lb division was Caleigh Wood; in the 11-09
ALL 49lb division was
Chasyn Winchel; in the 0807 ALL 52lb division was
Brandson Wood; in the 0807 ALL 97lb division was
Dakota Winchel; in the 0605 ALL 80lb division was
Blake Pickard; and in the 0605 ALL 130lb division was
David DeWeese.

Cedar Springs Youth Wrestlers had a strong showing at regionals, with 15 placing in the top 6. Several will
be headed to state in two weeks. Photo by J. Troupe.

netted over $46,000, covering En Gedi’s yearly expenses.
Pastor Craig Owens serves as the Youth Center Director,
assisted by Pastors Shasta and Joe Gross, and many adult and
high school volunteers. “If you would like to get involved and
share your hobby, gifts, and talents with our young people,
please get in touch with me at Craig@CSCalvary.org,” said
Pastor Owens.
Event Co-Chair Kevin Pike added, “The entire En Gedi
Team would like to thank everyone who has and continues
to support this local mission and especially this year’s event.
Your commitment to the youth of our community is greatly
appreciated.”

Sports

is online @
www.cedarspringspost.com

At your service...
SCHULTZ SEPTIC

$

Lori Visser

www.globespinnertravel.com

800.583.3177 / 616.263.1777

5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
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$
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  "616.696.3900

FLORIST CEDAR BODY
SHOP, INC.
FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

Your original
hometown florist
“Look
for
our
specials
“Look
canopy
“Look for
for the
the striped
green canopy
on Facebook.”
&& bright
yellow
bright
yellow doors”
doors”

866-0990

17 N. Main St.

COMPLETE
BODY REPAIR

ALL MAKES & MODELS

Low Cost Rentals Available

Auto Glass Installation

"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential •Commercial

Our low rates are worth
the call! - 696-9570

The

P ST

poT
s
s
i
h
T

15
only $ k
e

per we

696-1830

5,000 copies

(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

Call 616.696.3655

13399 White Creek

printed weekly

Kimberly’s Kleaning Service
Residential
& Commercial
VACANCIES Will Travel
Call for Estimate
231.429.0808

T_monster_1@yahoo.com

• Residential
• Commercial

New Installation & Repairs to
Garage Doors and Openers
7 Days a Week 7am-7pm
worthgaragedoor.com
Fully Insured Free Estimates
Serving Cedar Springs & Rockford

EXCAVATING, INC.

small ads
make ¢ents

Screened TopSoil
SCREENED
TOPSOIL
gravel
Sand
GRAVEL •• SAND
recycled
RECYCLED concreTe
CONCRETE
Licensed &
LICENSED
& insured
INSURED
commerciaL &
& residentiaL
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

636-5524
636-5524

www.deanexcavating.com

Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair
Hours
Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

WE INSTALL

•Clutches
•Brakes

•Oil Changes

•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051
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Legal Notices
Township
of Nelson

Public Notice
city of cedar Springs
Special Meeting of the
cedar Springs city council
Monday, March 28, 2016
6:30 p.m.
Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.
Cedar Springs, Michigan
The purpose of the meeting is to
hold a budget workshop
on the 2016 – 2017 Fiscal Year Budget
and to discuss any other business that may
come before the City Council.
Dated: March 24, 2016

Linda Christensen
City Clerk
616.696.1330

County of Kent,
Michigan

Summary of Nelson
Township Board Meeting
2 Maple Street
Sand Lake, MI 49343
Nelson Township/Sand Lake Hall
Tuesday, March 15, 7:00 PM

Present: Noreen, Hoffman, Mahoney, Austin,
Armstrong.
Board action:
Adoption of the General, Library and Pine Lake
Weed Control 2016 – 2017 budgets;
Adoption of the General Appropriations Act 20162017;
Accept H20asis Irrigation Contract for 2016;
Accept Venman’s 2016 cemetery and lawn
maintenance;
Approve City of Cedar Springs fire 2016-2017
fire contract;
Approve MAMC Education Day
Discussed: Charter phone service; Board of
Review dates; Employee Assistance Program;
Treasurer settled with Kent County; Elections
review; Scheduling Assessor Interview time and
date.

Summary of the Regular
Meeting of the
Cedar Springs City Council

Complete copies of the minutes are available at
the Township Hall during regular business hours
Monday – Thursday 9 AM to 3 PM.
Dated: March 24, 2016

Thursday, March 10, 2016
7:00 p.m.
Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.
Cedar Springs, Michigan
The Meeting was Called to Order by Mayor Gerald
Hall at 7:00 p.m.
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
All Councilmembers were present.
Three residents addressed the Council during the
Public Forum.
Correspondence was offered.
Discussions were held on the following: City properties on the tax rolls; the status of the antique fire
truck; the status of the wastewater treatment plant
funding project; Citizens United v. FEC; the City’s
fund balance; the Michigan Rural Water and Sewer
Rate Studies; a new agenda format; current and
necessary protocols for councilmembers and citizens to visit City facilities; the Chamber of Commerce’s 2016 Community Events and City email
and Facebook use.
The 2016/17 Nelson Township Fire Agreement and
the April 2, 2016 CS Brewery activity as a Community Event were approved.
The Interim City Manager’s report and monthly department reports were heard.
Council comments were heard.
The meeting adjourned at 9:14 p.m.
A complete copy of the minutes is available in the
office of the City Clerk and will be published on the
City’s website: www.cityofcedarsprings.org upon
approval.
Dated: March 24, 2016

Linda Christensen
City Clerk
616-696-1330

Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

Township
of Solon

County of Kent,
Michigan

PubliC NoTiCe
Public Hearing on budget
For 2016-2017 Fiscal Year

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
March 29, 2016, at 7:30 p.m., the Board of Trustees of the Township of Solon will hold a public
hearing at the Township Hall, 15185 Algoma Avenue NE, within the Township, to hear and consider comments regarding the proposed Township
budget for the April 1, 2016 through March 31,
2017 fiscal year. A copy of the proposed budget is available for public inspection at the Solon
Township Hall.

The property tax millage rate proposed
to be levied to support the proposed budget will be a subject of this hearing.
This notice is given pursuant to Act 43 of the
Public Acts of Michigan of 1963 (Second Extra
Session), as amended.
Dated: March 24, 2016

TOWNSHIP OF SOLON
Mary Lou Poulsen, Township Clerk

Public Notice
city of cedar Springs
Spring brush Pick up

is scheduled for April 4, 2016.
Please stack branches all in one direction.
No stumps or branches larger than
six inches in diameter or
tree removals will be picked up.
Please have brush out by 6:00 a.m.
the DPW crew will only make one trip
through town.
Dated: March 24, 2016

Linda Christensen
City Clerk
616.696.1330

Public Notice

city of cedar SPriNgS
City staff has received complaints about
dogs and cats running at large in certain City
neighborhoods
Please be reminded that City ordinances require
keeping dogs and cats restrained on an owner’s
property and from running at large.
Dogs or cats found running at large may be
impounded.
Please keep your dogs and cats safe and away
from neighboring yards and property.
Dated: March 24, 2016

Linda Christensen
City Clerk
616.696.1330

Township
of Solon

County of Kent,
Michigan

PubliC NoTiCe

PubliC HeariNg oN
auTHorizaTioN To SubMiT
aPPliCaTioN for MiCHigaN
NaTural reSourCeS
TruST fuNd graNT
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
March 29, 2016, at 7:00 p.m., the Board of Trustees of the Township of Solon will hold a public
hearing at the Township Hall, 15185 Algoma Avenue NE, within the Township, to hear and consider comments regarding the application for a grant
from the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund
for development of Velzy Park. A copy of the proposed application is available for public inspection at the Solon Township Hall.
Dated: March 24, 2016

TOWNSHIP OF SOLON
Mary Lou Poulsen, Township Clerk
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School
...continued from front page

Long range financial projection

The board saw a long range financial projection for the school
district last week, and could be looking at a possible shortfall of
almost $809,000 this year, and $1,360,000 next year, with only
$2,075,000 in the fund balance. By 2017-18, with declining
enrollment, and no increase in state aid, the projection shows a
shortfall of of almost $2 million with only $120,000 in the fund
balance.
Donald Sovey, CPA, CFO, of School and Municipal Advisory
Services, PC, gave the presentation to the board. He noted that the
modeling is based on if things stay the same, and that the current

projections would change as new facts become available, such as
enrollment, retirement contribution rates, facility and equipment
needs, staffing changes and related costs, and state and local funding levels. The state aid in the long range projections was based on
the governor’s proposal for the 2016-17 school year. Some maintenance that has been deferred is included in the forecast.
Sovey said he sat down with the building principals and showed
them their budgets. “Some of them saw it for the first time,” he
said.
He also noted that he recommended a stop to purchasing of all
budgeted items for this year. “If it’s not been purchased by now,
they probably won’t need to,” he explained.
“This is one of the most stable districts I’ve worked with, but
there are still some challenges,” remarked Sovey. “The population
numbers are shrinking some over the next few years, and state aid
is tied to that. We need to eliminate surprises and upgrade docu-

Page 13
mention.”
Sovey explained to the Post that there is a good accounting system in place, it just needs more refinement. “My job is to process,
improve on, and tighten up procedures—to set up an accounting
system to provide timely and useful information that can be used
to make good decisions.”
He also noted that the audits at the school are always really
good. “It’s a great district, and they’ve had some excellent people
working there,” he remarked. “Finances in school districts are always a challenge, with the state aid remaining flat.”
Sovey said that the model forecast was done without seeing a
new budget. “A zero-based budget is underway. This long range
modeling can help us project what could happen if no changes are
made. It’s not carved in stone. There may or may not be a deficit
by the time the board gets done.”

Tax Time

Save on your taxes and for
Tax Refund Offsets Pay
Debts
retirement with the saver’s credit Unpaid
IRS Tax Tip 2016-44
IRS Tax tip 2016-45

If you contribute to a retirement plan, like a 401(k) or an IRA, you may be able to claim
the Saver’s Credit. This credit can help you save for retirement and reduce the tax you owe.
Here are some key facts that you should know about this important tax credit:
• Formal Name. The formal name of the Saver’s Credit is the Retirement Savings Contribution Credit. The Saver’s Credit is in addition to other tax savings you get if you set
aside money for retirement. For example, you may also be able to deduct your contributions to a traditional IRA.
• Maximum Credit. The Saver’s Credit is worth up to $4,000 if you are married and file
a joint return. The credit is worth up to $2,000 if you are single. The credit you receive
is often much less than the maximum. This is partly because of the deductions and other
credits you may claim.
• Income Limits. You may be able to claim the credit depending on your filing status and
the amount of your yearly income. You may be eligible for the credit on your 2015 tax
return if you are:
-Married filing jointly with income up to $61,000
-Head of household with income up to $45,750
-Married filing separately or a single taxpayer with income up to $30,500
• Other Rules. Other rules that apply to the credit include:
-You must be at least 18 years of age.
-You can’t have been a full-time student in 2015.
-No other person can claim you as a dependent on their tax return.
• Contribution Date. You must have contributed to a 401(k) plan or similar workplace
plan by the end of the year to claim this credit. However, you can contribute to an IRA
by the due date of your tax return and still have it count for 2015. The due date for most
people is April 18, 2016.
• Form 8880. File Form 8880, Credit for Qualified Retirement Savings Contributions, to
claim the credit.
• Free File. If you can claim the credit, you can prepare and e-file your tax return for free
using IRS Free File. The tax software will do the hard work for you. It will do the math
and complete the right forms. Free File is available only through the IRS.gov website.
Use the Interactive Tax AsLOCAL, DEPENDABLE SERVICE!
sistant interview tool to help
you determine if you qualify
to claim the Retirement Savings Contributions Credit.
Enrolled Agent – Accountant
Each and every taxpayComplete Individual & Business Tax Services
er has a set of fundamental
Also Specializing in Small Business Accounting
rights they should be aware
and Payroll Since 1991
of when dealing with the
IRS. These are your Taxpayer
Bill of Rights. Explore your
5426 Myers Lake Ave. NE • Belmont
rights and our obligations to
Email: steve@fritax.com www.fritax.com
protect them on IRS.gov.

Steven L. Friar, ABA
(616) 874-7749

McBride Accounting
INCOME TAX PREPARATION

Very Reasonable Rates - Free E-File with tax preparation

We are a
Full Accounting Service
McBride Accounting

123 South Main Street
Cedar Springs, MI

616-696-1599

Robin Curtiss .........38 years exp.
Teresa O’Brien .........5 years exp.
Tim Coon ............... 20 years exp.

Checks in as little as 10 Days!
DEpEnDing on DatE FilED

Walk-ins welcome

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5pm
Evenings By Appt. • Sat. 9am-3pm

If you can’t pay your taxes in full, the IRS will work
with you. Past due debts
like taxes owed, however,
can reduce your federal tax
refund. The Treasury Offset
Program can use all or part
of your federal refund to
settle certain unpaid federal or state debts, to include
unpaid individual shared responsibility payments. Here
are five facts to know about
tax refund offsets.
1. Bureau of the Fiscal
Service. The Department
of Treasury’s Bureau of the
Fiscal Service, or BFS, runs
the Treasury Offset Program.
2. Offsets to Pay Certain
Debts. The BFS may also
use part or all of your tax
refund to pay certain other
debts such as:
*Federal tax debts.
*Federal agency debts
like a delinquent student
loan.
*State income tax obligations.

*Past-due child and spousal support.
*Certain unemployment
compensation debts owed
to a state.
3. Notify by Mail. The
BFS will mail you a notice if it offsets any part
of your refund to pay your
debt. The notice will list the
original refund and offset
amount. It will also include
the agency that received the
offset payment. It will also
give the agency’s contact
information.
4. How to Dispute Offset. If you wish to dispute
the offset, you should contact the agency that received the offset payment.
Only contact the IRS if your
offset payment was applied
to a federal tax debt.
5. Injured Spouse Allocation. You may be entitled
to part or the entire offset if
you filed a joint tax return
with your spouse. This rule
applies if your spouse is
solely responsible for the

debt. To get your part of the
refund, file Form 8379, Injured Spouse Allocation. If
you need to prepare a Form
8379, you can prepare and
e-file your tax return for
free using IRS Free File.
Health Care Law: Refund Offsets and the Individual Shared Responsibility Payment
While the law prohibits
the IRS from using liens
or levies to collect any individual shared responsibility payment, if you owe
a shared responsibility payment, the IRS may offset
your refund against that liability.
Each and every taxpayer
has a set of fundamental
rights they should be aware
of when dealing with the
IRS. These are your Taxpayer Bill of Rights. Explore your rights and our
obligations to protect them
on IRS.

CLASSIFIEDS
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616-696-3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

AUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

Child Care
Learn Play & Grow Daycare has full-time openings. Let your child Learn
Play & Grow with us! 616255-7624. #10-13p

For sale
For Sale: 1 ton dual
wheel 2002 Ford pickup
cab and ½, 53,000 miles,
black leather interior. Very
Nice. Call 616-696-1527.
#11,12p
Hay for Sale. 1 and 2 , square
bales. Call 616-291-9330. #1215p
st

nd

Homes
for Sale
CEDARFIELD
55+
COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

Three Homes
for Sale
Each MovE-in rEady

And Waiting for You

Found: A very friendly red
striped cat has moved into our
garage. He (?) is well fed and
missing one back foot. I don’t
know how recently he went
missing. We live on 18 Mile just
east of Myers Lake Rd. 616696-2553. #11

For Rent

Found: 2 female kittens, 4-6
months old, 1 torti/calico and
gray and white. Found on
February 29th around 5th Street
and Oak Street, Sand Lake. Call
Tiffany’s Tiny Cat Rescue. 616430-3140. Must have proof. #10

SPACE FOR LEASE

430 Sq. Ft. Suite

230 W. Shaw, Howard City

Wanted
Drivers:
Dedicated
Home
WEEKLY! $1100+/wk! CDL-A, 6
mos. OTR, Good Background.
Apply www.mtstrans.com, MTS:
800-305-7223. #11,12p

• Flexible hours • Day or night shift
• Great work environment • Competitive wages
• Many opportunities for advancement

-Big Boy

INTERVIEWS
OPEN
INTERVIEWS
TIME:
DATE:
TIME:

Sharp 2 bedroom apartment.
Remodeled, appliances, coin
laundry, garage with opener.
No smoking. No pets. Quiet.
Seniors
welcome.
$675
includes heat. Lease. 616-2626916 or 616-363-2702. #11-14p

Help

-Big Boy

13961 White Creek Ave.
Cedar Springs, MI 48319

Corner

616-696-1100

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

Apply online at:
www.BigBoy.com/careers

Big Boy is an Equal Opportunity Employer

All trademarks and registered trademarks referred to within Big Boy Restaurants International LLC products are the property of Big Boy Restaurants International LLC.
©2016 Big Boy Restaurants International LLC

Join Our
Sales Team!
All trademarks and registered trademarks referred to within Big Boy Restaurants
International LLC products are the property of Big Boy Restaurants International LLC.
© 2015 Big Boy Restaurants International LLC

All trademarks and registered trademarks referred to within Big Boy Restaurants
International LLC products are the property of Big Boy Restaurants International LLC.
© 2015 Big Boy Restaurants International LLC

• Flexible Hours
• Great Commision Rate
• No Heavy Lifting
• No Long Distance Driving
Please send resume to
sales@cedarspringspost.com

The POST
will give you a

$1.00 OFF
CLASSIFIEDS

when you pay with

CA$H

Critter

for Rent

Shared Kitchen,
Restrooms,
and Lobby.

I’M HIRING!
COOKS
’M HIRING!
IOPEN

For employment at:
DATE:
-Cedar Springs Big Boy

Apartments

CALL: 231-937-9180
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36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –
PETS of the Week
Tinker- Male
Shepard Mix

German

I’m a sweet three year old
medium sized dog who loves
cuddles! I walk well on a
leash and would do well in a
relaxed home environment.
Please come meet me at Humane Society of West Michigan!

Mango- Male Domestic Short Hair

Free to Good Home: Young
rabbits, 2 males, short hair,
outdoor, about 5 months old.
Good kid’s pet. NOT for food.
Call 616-696-9225, ask for
Faith. #11

I am a 2 year old cat
looking for my forever
home! I have lived in a
home with other pets
before and would be a
great addition to a home
with pets or without. I’m
very kind and have a lot
of love to offer!

Lost • Found • Free

Lost and
found

Found: Set of keys found on
Friday, March 18th about 4:30
pm on Cedar Springs Main St.
by Dr. Wilson’s & Gebhardt
Insurance offices. Has bottle
opener. Call 616-696-3655 or
stop by the Cedar Springs Post,
36 E. Maple St., to identify. #12

Services
A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb

small ads
make ¢ents
Call The POST

696-3655

FFA

For more information on the Humane
Society of West Michigan, call (616)
453-8900 or visit them at 3077 Wilson
NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile
Road during adoption hours or visit
www.hswestmi.org
Adoption Hours: Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm, Saturday: 10am-4pm

Animal Ads

FREE
in The POST
696-3655
are

CLASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m.

No Billing - All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00

for first 25 words,

20¢ for each additional word (pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST

...continued from page 2

wards buying new equipment to keep the project running. The
Land Lab is located on nine acres of land broken into two sections
near the middle school and high school. The members grow corn
and soybeans on the land. A portion of the land is also reserved
for a community service project called the Community Garden
where members provide garden plots for use by the community. Project Land Lab is supported by the community members,
FFA boosters, and alumni. They help by mentoring the committee
members, providing equipment and its operation and often give
feed and fertilizer donations to support the project.
As a part of the “Learning to Do” experience, FFA members
plan fundraisers to raise money and a greater awareness of their
program. The middle school and high school FFA programs got
together to raise money on February 27. Their chapter sold meat
sticks, homemade maple syrup, and baked goods to the public.
These specific fundraisers were sponsored by Tractor Supply Co.
and Family Farm and Home, whom are two big supporters of the
FFA Chapter. Not only does Tractor Supply Co. support FFA in
their fundraising, but they also offer a grant program to help with
projects such as the community garden area. During the Spring
the FFA prepares garden plots for the community.
This Spring, the chapter is focusing their work around the motto “Learning to Do.” With the help of community mentors and
boosters, the FFA members will gain new knowledge on agricultural tasks such as making maple syrup or learning to plant crops.
The FFA motto is just one way the chapter will achieve its mission of premier leadership, personal growth, and career success.

616.696.3655

Pastors
...continued from page 3

worked with our lawmakers both in Lansing and Washington to
make sure they understand the benefits of investing public dollars
in proven programs to help kids succeed in school and beyond,”
Sheriff Stelma emphasized.
Programs that Fight Crime: Invest in Kids supports include
high-quality preschool, voluntary home visiting, effective programs delivered in the after school time period, and child and family coaching for troubled children. All these programs help kids
get on track and stay on track for success and opportunity—and
avoid a life in and out of the criminal justice system.
In Michigan, Fight Crime: Invest in Kids is led by more than
500 of Michigan’s best-known police chiefs, sheriffs, prosecutors
and crime survivors. It operates under the Council for a Strong
America, the umbrella nonprofit for five membership organizations comprising the unique and powerful voices of law enforcement, business, military, faith and sports, working together to prepare young Americans for success.
The Council for a Strong America’s faith organization, Shepherding the Next Generation, is led by former Kent County State
Representative Tom Pearce, who serves as the national director. Pearce also spoke to the pastors and encouraged them to join
Shepherding the Next Generation and to be advocates for youth
as part of their ministry.
“By getting at the front-end through prevention programs, as
pastors we can reduce the negative consequences at the tail-end
that usually result in shattered lives and high costs associated with
incarceration,” he said.
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Auto Life

Spring clean your
Here comes the rain: Expert tips
car: Tips to get your for wet weather driving
car in great condition

(c) Rukawajung - Fotolia.com

For better driving all season long, make sure your spring to-do list
includes cleaning and maintaining your car.

(BPT) - When it comes to
driving in the rain, windshield
wipers, headlights and brakes
will only get you so far. More
than 1 million car crashes occur each year as a result of
weather conditions, according
to the Federal Highway Administration. Most of them
have to do with wet roadways,
and many of them could likely
be prevented by the right set of
tires.
As El Niño looms in the
West, and the inevitable April
showers approach elsewhere,
drivers across the United
States should turn their attention to the rubber that meets
the proverbial—and also very
literal—wet road.
Nearly a quarter of all car
crashes are caused by weather,
according to the U.S. Department of Transportation. Of
those, nearly three quarters can
be attributed to wet pavement.
When roadways are slick,
dangers such as skidding and
hydroplaning quickly become
concerns. Tires can be the best
defense against such hazards,
as a healthy, reliable set of tires
will give your vehicle the traction it needs to safely stop and
corner on slick roadways. Before the tires can do their job,
drivers will need to take a few
steps of their own.
Before you hit the road,
know what to look for on your
tires.
Tire tread helps to channel
rainwater safely between your
tires and the road - but only if
there’s enough tread available
to do so. When new, tire tread
runs 9/32 of an inch deep. Tires
are legally worn out with just

2/32 of an inch of
tread remaining,
but this doesn’t
leave
enough
depth in wet conditions.
Tire
Rack,
America’s largest
independent tire
tester and consumer-direct source
for tires, makes
an even safer recommendation.
“When rain is a
concern, as it will
be for much of the
U.S. throughout the spring,
drivers should replace their
tires when they reach 4/32
of an inch of remaining tread
depth,” says Woody Rogers,
product information specialist at Tire Rack. “By the time
you reach 2/32 of an inch, your
tires won’t have enough tread
to avoid hydroplaning.”
To make sure that your tread
is deep enough to keep your
tires firmly rooted on the surface of the road, Tire Rack
recommends a simple quarter
test. Place a quarter upside
down into the grooves on your
tires. If some part of George
Washington’s head is covered
by tread, then you have at least
4/32 of an inch left. “The difference between 2/32 of an
inch and 4/32 is admittedly
very small,” Rogers says, “but
the impact on safety is quite
large.”
If hydroplaning occurs,
coast carefully.
Hydroplaning happens when
water on a roadway and vehicle speed combine to cause
one or more of your tires to lift

(StatePoint) For some, spring cleaning is a time-honored
ritual, which doesn’t just apply to your house. Remember
that your car is likely in desperate need of some attention
after the winter months.
“A car that’s well-maintained is safer, cheaper to run,
more reliable and can be worth more money at resale time,”
says Brian Moody, executive editor of Autotrader.
To help, Autotrader editors are sharing “Simple Spring
Car Care” tips to get your car in tip-top shape for the busy
driving season ahead:
• Wash and wax your car thoroughly. If you can afford it,
have it professionally detailed. However, if you do it yourself, be sure to use a pressure nozzle in order to rid your car
of any leftover road salt or sand from the winter. Direct sunlight can cause a car’s finish to become dull, but a thorough
washing and waxing can also help keep your car’s paint and
clear coat looking good.
It’s tempting to run the car through an automated car
wash, but those big revolving brushes can dull the finish
over time. If you’re not allowed to wash your car at home
due to regional laws or neighborhood rules, seek out a good
drive-thru wash and hand wax instead.
• Check and set your car’s tire pressure to the level specified in your owner’s manual or on the driver’s door sill. As
temperatures warm up, the air in your tires can expand and
that might impact the way the car handles.
Be sure not to over-inflate the tires. While low tire pressure can cause the tire to heat up if it’s not rolling down
the road properly, extreme over inflation can cause a blowout in high temperatures. If
you’re not comfortable doing this yourself, take your
car to a shop like Big-O
Tires, Sears Auto Center or
Firestone Auto Care Center. Those kinds of chains
will usually do it for free.
• Have a qualified meWHY YOU SHOULD JOIN NOW...
chanic do a visual inspection under the hood. If
Unlike the other popular auto clubs,
you’re comfortable doing
an Auto Club of America (ACA)
this yourself, check for
membership is simple and has real
worn belts or hoses and
value:
make sure your coolant
■ No hidden fees or costs.
(sometimes called an■ Unlimited annual roadside assistance
Each month, ACA members get $100
ti-freeze) isn’t too old.
■ Unlimited towing & ‘’Sign and drive
in ACA Rewards at no additional
Coolant lasts a long time,
promise!’’
charge.
but keeping track of when
■ We get you back on the road or we
■ Our rewards program is unmatched
it was last changed, espetow
you
to
the
nearest
service
facility.
in the auto club industry.
cially in older cars, can
(no mileage or dollar caps, no out-of■
Unlike other auto clubs, ACA doesn’t
help you avoid overheating
pocket expenses, no additional stress.)
lock
you into using only certain providers
as the temperatures gradu■ No-hassle locksmith service.
and
retailers.
ally climb.
■ Car rentals, hotel reservations,
■ ACA members receive a free Wellcard,
For more tips for keeping
restaurant
discounts
you’re
for discounts on many healthcare
your vehicle in great shape
in
control!
ACA
doesn’t
limit
you
to
needs - prescriptions, dental, vision
whether it’s hot, cold, or
just the higher priced options.
and hearing services.
rainy can be found at www.
Autotrader.com.

AUTO CLUB OF AMERICA,
BE REWARDED RATHER THAN
SLAPPED IN THE FACE.

from the surface of the road.
When this happens, the vehicle’s steering wheel will likely
jerk, and the vehicle could pull
abruptly toward the puddle.
“Slowing down in rainy conditions is always a good idea,
but it may not be enough for
the surprise waiting up ahead.
Having the appropriate tread
depth is a must for preventing
hydroplaning,” Rogers says.
“If you do hydroplane, grasp
the steering wheel firmly and

Professional auto rePair

New hours: M-F 8-6 • sat. 8-4 • suN. Closed
15670 NorthlaNd dr.
betweeN Cedar spriNgs
aNd saNd lake

696-8863

aNy Car aNy repair

diesel - hybrid • MediuM & heavy duty • ForeigN & doMestiC

OWNED AND OPERATED BY THE VANDERHYDES
8955 SPARTA AVE • SPARTA, MI
(CORNER OF M-37 & SPARTA AVE)

(616) 887-1791

[W A I T

T O

T E X T]

Drivers are 23 times more
likely to be involved in a car
accident while texting.
- Virginia Tech Transportation Institute

Gebhardt
AGENCYInsurance
NAME
Town Springs
Name • • 555-555-5555
Cedar
616-696-9440

EXCLUSIVE BONUS - DOUBLE REWARDS! SIGN UP TODAY
AND RECEIVE $200 IN ACA REWARDS!
CALL TODAY: 1-800-908-8161
*ACA Rewards can be used at more than 70,000 participating restaurants in the U.S. and Canada with more than 150,000 unique discount dining offers. Enjoy discounts off the lowest guaranteed
rates at more than 25,000 hotel properties. Discounts on car rentals and cruises. More than 150 brand name gift cards offered at a 10% discount and more than 4,000 SKU’s are in our ACA
Rewards catalog, including popular items like jewelry, clothing, movie tickets, magazines and more.

avoid slamming on the brakes.
Braking could end up worsening the skid, causing you to
lose even more control of the
vehicle.”
Driving in the rain is never
fun, but with the right tires, it
can at least be safer. When the
rubber meets the road, make
sure it’s up for the job. Tire
Rack offers more expert tips
and finds the right tires for
your vehicle at www.tirerack.
com.
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NOW OPEN! U-PUll-It Self Serve Auto & Truck Parts

J&R Truck Parts of Cedar Springs is proud to bring the
Cedar Springs and surrounding communities the very first
of its kind... U-Pull, Self-Serve Auto Parts facility, where it’s
as easy as bringing your “$2 Bucks and Tools”...to get you
well on your way to much deserved savings on Quality
OEM Recycled parts, and fantastic savings!. We welcome
you to come help us celebrate our 34th year in business
in the Cedar Springs Community. Opening as a “junk yard”
in 1982...serving the customers of Cedar Springs as well as
surrounding communities...where we relied almost exclusively on retail traffic driving by on Northland Drive as our customer base. In 2008 we had
the great fortune when the economy and housing market, as well as new Auto Sales, were
plummeting...to take our business to the “next level”...which ultimately resulted in the expansion of our facility, and with that came great new networking opportunities. Our facility
quickly changed from the old cliché “junk yard”...to a “State of the Art Automotive Recycling
Facility”...and with that our customer base quickly expanded into the Midwest states including Michigan, Indiana, Ohio, Illinois, Wisconsin, and Pennsylvania...catering to mostly the
wholesale sector such as Repair Facilities, Body Shops, Used/New dealerships and Insurance
companies.
With our expansion, we quickly realized that we were not able to service much of our
retail base that got us our start back in 1982...as our purchasing became “select” based on
what our wholesale customers needs were. Fast forward to 2014, and the need for the “retail” outlet was still there, yet our ability to cater to it became less and less. So...after much
thought and geographical as well as demographic studies...we quickly seen the need to add
a U-Pull, or Do-It-Yourself retail facility, and what greater place to do it than at the roots of
where it all started for us. So the work began...totally gutting and remodeling one of our
existing buildings...inside and out...fencing off approximately 8 acres to house the roughly
800 vehicles we will be offering for the DIY’ers...ground improvements, and well as Inventory
accumulation for the U-Pull side.
To offer the best selection of fresh inventory J&R U-Pull-It will be looking to add approximately 60-80 new vehicles each month, once in full swing, in to the U-Pull lot...vehicles not
only being purchased from you, our customer, but also being “fed” from our Full Service Lot.
The unique thing we feel we will be able to do, that a lot of other similar stand-alone facilities
cannot...is offer Late Model (mostly 10 years and newer) Trucks, SUV’s, and Crossovers from
within our Full Service facility into the U-Pull facility, that have met their projected sales, but
yet still have a lot of nice parts left on them available to the U-Pullers.
We are happy to now be able to serve all the different types of customers that we have
had the great fortunate of accumulating throughout the last 34 years. We will be officially
opening Friday March 25th 2016...but have plans once the weather turns and stays nice to
have our official “Grand Opening”.

Remember…… “SELL

Hours:

15730 Northland Dr.

616-696-1520

www.jandrtruckparts.com

YOUR CAR TO J&R!.....and trucks too!”

Guaranteed finanCinG

Spring Sun,

SmartChoice Automotive

Here We Come

Sale

195 N MaiN St. Cedar SpriNgS, Mi

Office# 616-918-6677
2005 Mazda
6 Gt

2012 Ford
FieSta

2008 chrySler
300

2013 Ford
FuSion Se

$

5,895
• leather
• Moonroof
• V6
• fun!

8,795

$

• 39MpG hwy!!!
• 70K Miles
• Moonroof
• CD
• sharp

M-F 9am-6pm
Sat. 9am-3pm
Closed Sunday

EASY Financing for Everyone!

2013 chevrolet
SPark

$

2010 Pontiac
G6

$

7,500

• 38MpG!
• 5 speeD
• hatChbaCK
• salsa reD

8,995
• Great Gas
MileaGe
• ChroMe
wheels
• CD/aux
• 80K Miles

2009 niSSan
cuBe

$

2009 hyundai
elantra

$

7,550

• 4Cyl
• CD/aux.
• 104K Miles
• Great Gas
MileaGe

8,995
• tourinG eD.
• 4Cyl.
• 86K Miles
• hatChbaCK

2009 dodGe
Journey Se

$

• 4Cyl
• Great Gas
MileaGe
• CD/aux
• 140K Miles

2011 chevrolet $9,650
hhr lt
• 88K Miles
• 2.4l 4Cyl.
• leather
• Moonroof
• 30MpG

Call Brent or Chris tOdaY at 616.918.6677
$

9,850
• CD
• leather
• tinteD
winDows
• V6

12,450

$

• 4 Cyl.
• 71,653 Miles
• Great Gas
MileaGe
• CD
• air

2010 chrySler $10,775
town & country tourinG

2012 Mazda 6

2013 Ford
eScaPe Se

2007 Ford
F-150 lariat

10,900

$

$

15,995
• 2.0 eCoboost
• 4wD
• heateD seats
• sharp!

2011 Buick
lucerne cXl

$

2010 Ford F250
Xlt SuPer duty

$

11,495
• leather
• V6
• Great riDe

• 2.5 4Cyl.
• 72K Miles
• CD
• 31 MpG.

• sharp faMily
hauler
• 88K Miles
• V6
• Dual power
sliDers

$

17,995
• superCrew
• 4x4
• heateD
leather
• loaDeD

7,950

Come see us monday-friday 10-7 and saturday 10-3

27,995
• power stroKe
Diesel
• fx4 4x4
• leather
• Crew Cab

