
munity meeting 
taking place 

t o n i g h t 
(Thursday 
at 7 p.m.) 
at Solon 

To w n s h i p 
hall to discuss 

the issue. At press 
time Wednesday, over 1800 
people had signed the peti-
tion.

Many of those people 
were at the board meeting 
Monday evening. 

The board heard from 
staff, students, community 
members, and even a for-
mer Board of Education 

member. Carolee Cole was 
on the BOE for 12 years, 
from 1998 to 2010. She 
said that the only person 
who could heal the divide 
is Dr. VanDuyn. “I strongly 
believe that it is impossible 
for our staff to be effective 
when they are experiencing 
the level of distraction and 
distress this division causes 
them on a daily basis,” said 
Cole. “Teachers can’t teach 
well when they are stirred 
up. Even the teachers who 
prefer Dr. VanDuyn’s style 
of leadership and feel safe 
and affirmed under her, 

Some sugary 
goodness for you! 
From the Cedar Springs FFA

This year the beginning 
of March not only marks 
the beginning of spring, but 
also marks the beginning of 
sap season. Every year the 
FFA taps nearly 200 ma-
ple trees behind the middle 
school. This can be a rigor-
ous project, but has resulted 
in less work this year due 
to the switch from 5 gallon 
buckets to 5 gallon bags. 
The FFA decided to try out 
the bags so they did not 
have to sanitize and wash 
the buckets every year prior 
to and following sap sea-
son. With the bags, you just 
have to put them together, 
then take them apart and 
throw them away when it’s 
done flowing. 

Under the supervision of 
Bill Brandt, many of Mr. 
Reyburn’s ambitious stu-
dents took to the woods. 
They brought along a drill, 
the correct size drill bit, 
taps, and bags that were as-
sembled in Ag class. In or-
der to apply the tap—about 
a foot and a half to two feet 
from the ground—a small 
hole is drilled. This is a te-
dious job because the hole 
can neither be too shallow, 

nor to deep. After the hole 
is drilled, a tap with 8-12 
inches of hose attached to 
it is pushed into the hole. 
This year, the tap is put 
through the hole on the 
collection-bags-bracket 
first, and then into the pre-
drilled-tree hole. This is so 
that the bags do not fall to 
the ground. This drilling 
and bag hanging process is 
repeated on all of the trees. 

Once the taps are in, it’s 
waiting time. 

Prime flowing weather is 
when the sun is shining and 
it’s a little above freezing 
during the day and then gets 
colder at night. The bags 
are emptied as needed, any-
where from everyday to not 
for a whole week. Dumping 
normally takes place after 
school so more people can 
be involved. To dump the 
bags, you simply remove 
the tap from the tree, dump 
the sap into a bucket, hang 
the bag back up, then take 
the bucket to dump into the 
tub on the trailer. 

Without the dedication 
and commitment of Cedar 
Springs FFA Alumni mem-

A Jenison man 
survived a rollover 
crash early Sunday 
morning, and then 
was hit and killed 
by a pickup truck as 
he walked across the 
road.

It happened on 
Sunday, March 11, 
at about 1:55 a.m., 
in Sparta Township. 

According to the 
Kent County Sheriff 
Department, the ini-
tial crash occurred 

in the 12200 block of Fruit Ridge Ave. Brian Terhorst, 40, of 
Jenison, was driving a 2007 GMC pickup northbound on Fruit 
Ridge Ave when it crossed the centerline and left the roadway. 
The pickup hit a driveway and flipped over. The truck then land-
ed on the passenger side in the ditch, on the west side of the 
roadway. 

Terhorst and his passenger, Miranda Moyer, 32, of Sparta, 
climbed out of the vehicle and attempted contact at a nearby 
residence on the east side of the road. A southbound vehicle saw 
the crashed pickup in the ditch and stopped and called 911 to 
report what had occurred. During this time, the couple walked 
back to the roadway. Terhorst made contact with the person in 
the vehicle. The second crash occurred when Terhorst was con-
versing with the stopped vehicle and walked back across the 
road to the west and walked into the path of a passing north-
bound vehicle driven by Jacob West, 25, of Sparta. 

Terhorst died at the scene from his injuries.
Both crashes remain under investigation. 

Have you seen 
this woman?

Troopers from the 
Michigan State Police 
Mount Pleasant Post are 
looking for a missing 
31-year-old woman from 
Newaygo County. Becky 
Miller was last seen in 
Mecosta Township on 
March 10, 2018. She is 
thought to be traveling 
with a man identified 
as John Kempisty, Sr., 
44, also from Newaygo 
County. They may be 
traveling in a 1999 Ponti-
ac Grand Am, four door, 
red in color. The vehicle 
has Michigan registration DTY8655.

Becky has not shown up for work and no members of her 
family have reported contact with her. She also reportedly 
did not show up to pick her kids up from school.

The Michigan State Police are asking for the public’s as-
sistance in locating her.  

At this time Investigators are trying to determine the cir-
cumstances surrounding Becky being reported as missing. 
State Police are asking that if you know Miller’s where-
abouts or have been in contact with her since Sunday, 
March 10, that you contact the Michigan State Police Mt. 
Pleasant Post at the 989-773-5951.
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Becky Miller, 31, has been missing 
since March 10.

Maple sap is running and you might find Maple trees being tapped in 
various places in the area. This photo was taken of trees in Nelson 
Township, near 18 Mile and Tisdel. Photo by L. Allen.

Brian Terhorst

Man hit and 
killed while 
crossing road

reSignAtion - continues on page 4

Commenters call for resignation of 
Superintendent and trustee
By Judy reed

A standing room only 
crowd at Monday evening’s 
Cedar Springs Board of 
Education meeting made it 
clear to the Board of Edu-
cation through their public 
comments that they feel the 
only way this community 
will heal from the division 
it is experiencing is for Su-
perintendent Dr. Laura Van-
Duyn to resign.

Many also called for new-
ly appointed trustee Tim 
Bauer to resign as well, 
after they said they saw re-
marks he made on his per-

sonal Facebook 
account dis-
p a r a g i n g 
gays, and 
prophesy-
ing judg-
ment on 
those in the 
community lead-
ing the effort to get Dr. 
VanDuyn to resign. The 
comments on his page have 
since been taken down.

A citizen group filed a pe-
tition last week at change.
org calling for VanDuyn to 
resign, and ran an ad with 
the petition in last week’s 
Post to advertise a com-
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Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus 
     & 
  Restaurant

95 North MaiN | Cedar SpriNGS
      CSBreW.CoM | (616) 696-Beer

The luck of the 
Irish is upon us. 

Enjoy an Eire with 
Celtic tunes from 
legendary band 

AnDro this Sunday!

Collision & Mechanical Centers

Greenville 
location:
(616) 754-0307
Collision & 
Mechanical Services
12700 Old 14 Mile Rd NE
Greenville
Mon–Fri: 8am to 5pm

cedar SprinGS 
location:
(616) 696-1830
Collision Services
13399 White Creek Ave NE
Cedar Springs
Monday – Friday: 
8:00am to 5:00pm

FixinG carS. HelpinG people.

SprinG

t h e c a r c e n t e r . o r g

iS juSt around tHe 
corner

iS your car ready to 
BloSSom tHiS year?

Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 36 years

Garden Club to install new garden
From Pat Moore, Cedar Springs garden Club

Courtland purchases automatic chest 
compression device

This photo, taken in 2010, shows a firefighter giving a four-year-old a 
chance to use a fire hose at Community Night. Photo by J. Reed.

Courtland Fire and rescue recently purchased this 
automatic chest compression device to help give CPr 
when patients are in cardiac arrest. Courtesy photo.

Y O U r  L A N d  A N d  C r U I S E  E X P E r T S

LOrI VISSEr, Your LOCAL Travel Agent (616) 263-1777
LVisser@CruisePlanners.com | www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com

The Post Travels is brought to you by: 

The Post travels to 
Hawaii

The Cedar Springs Post recently left the chilly Michigan 
weather behind and traveled to warmer weather in our 50th 
state—Hawaii—with Cedar Springs City Manager Mike 
Womack.

He is shown here with the Post in front of the Duke Ka-
hanamoku statue in front of Kuhio Beach in Waikiki, Ho-
nolulu, Hawaii. 

We are jealous, Mike! Please bring back some of that 
warm weather with you!

Are you going on vacation? Take the Post with you and 
snap some photos. Then send them to us with some info to 
news@cedarspringspost.com or mail them to Post travels, 
PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319. We will be looking 
for yours!

design for the new garden at the northwest corner of First and Cherry 
Streets.

The Cedar Springs Garden Club is making plans 
to begin the installation in April of the new garden 
across from the U.S. Post Office, at the corner of 
First and Cherry Streets. The new design was drawn 
up by Kristen Perez, of Shaner Avenue Nursery. It 
will be an easier to maintain garden, including a 
walking path and sitting area. In the heart of the city, 
it will be a place to “stop and smell the roses” and a 
relaxing place to sit and enjoy nature.

The estimated cost of the whole project is approx-
imately $2,000. The cost includes shrubs, annuals, 
and perennial plants; wood mulch; and for materials 
to construct the walking path. Garden Club mem-

bers and several volunteers from the community are do-
nating their time to do the work. Fundraising is currently 
underway. We are very appreciative of the donations that 
have been received thus far from individuals and local busi-
nesses. More is still needed to cover the entire cost. The 
club is hoping for enough donations so the whole garden 
project can be completed this spring and summer.

The plan is to install the walking path, hopefully in April. 

By Judy reed

An automatic chest compression 
device that Courtland Fire and Res-
cue recently purchased is already do-
ing the job they hoped it would do. 

“We used it on Sunday’s car acci-
dent and it returned a pulse with the 
help of Rockford Ambulance,” said 
Courtland firefighter Gabriel Skel-
onc. 

The department purchased the 
Defibtech with Lifeline ARM for 
$11,549, with the help of the Court-
land Fire Ladies Auxiliary, Court-
land Township board, and Courtland 
Township Fire Department.

Skelonc said that The Lifeline 
ARM is an automated, portable, bat-
tery-powered device that provides 
chest compressions on adult patients 

who have cardiac arrest, and is in-
tended for use by qualified medi-
cal personnel certified to perform 
CPR. And when staff on call is 
limited, it’s a lifesaver for both pa-
tients and fire personnel.

“CPR becomes tiresome even 
after a couple minutes and the vol-
ume of staff needed can vary wide-
ly during the day to day calls. This 
device can take the place of up to 6 
people doing compressions over 
100 times a minute at 2 inches,” 
explained Skelonc.

He said that it could also be used 
in other townships where they are 
called in for mutual aid.

Other fire departments in the 
area that have a similar device in-
clude Algoma, Cedar Springs, So-
lon, and Kent City.

Cedar Springs Rotary takes over 
Community Night
April 19, 6-8:30 p.m.

By tom noreen
 

For the past 31 years, the Community Action Network 
(CAN) sponsored Community Night. CAN was founded 
as a group of people and organizations meeting to serve 
as a public forum for member organizations to share infor-
mation on community opportunities and challenges. Since 
then, other organizations have evolved to better meet the 
needs of client groups. The Kent Schools Service Network 
(KSSN) provides support for the schools; the Cedar Springs 
Ministerial Association is a forum for local churches; and 
the Cedar Springs Area Chamber of Commerce for busi-
nesses. Each of these groups now run events as well. The 
CAN board of directors voted to dissolve CAN and offer 
Community Night to the Cedar Springs Rotary Club.

 For the Rotary Club, this seems to be a great fit to pro-
vide an opportunity for community businesses, churches, 
non-profits, and individuals to share what they are doing. 
Many of our small home-based businesses only get expo-
sure by word of mouth. This gives them a chance to display 

CoMMunity - continues on page 4
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Man arrested in 
tire theft

An Ottawa County man responsi-
ble for the thefts of tires in multiple 
counties, including a theft at a Sparta 
area car dealership, has been arrested 
and charged.

Sparta Chevrolet reported to police 
on February 27 that two sets of tires 
and rims had been stolen. Upon ar-
rival that morning, employees found 
two of their midnight edition 1500 Silverados sitting on 
blocks. 

According to the Kent County Sheriff Department, the in-
cident appeared similar to complaints filed with the Ottawa 
County Sheriff’s Office, Grandville Police Department and 
the Kentwood Police Department.

Because of the inter-department sharing of information a 
suspect was developed. During the early morning hours of 
March 7, the Ionia County Sheriff’s Office was notified of a 
potential similar theft that had just occurred in their county.

The suspect, Anthony Russo, 30, of Ottawa County, was 
stopped by the Kent County Sheriff’s Office and the stolen 
tires from Ionia County were located in his vehicle.

Detectives were able to connect Russo to numerous thefts 
from car dealerships in the Greater Grand Rapids area over 
the last couple of months.

The Kent County Prosecutor’s Office issued larceny from 
a motor vehicle along with receiving and concealing stolen 
property charges against Anthony Russo. His bond was set 
at $20,000; $10,000 for each charge. He bonded out of the 
Kent County Correctional Facility on Thursday, March 8. 

Home invasion 
suspect sentenced

The man police believe was re-
sponsible for as many as 19 home in-
vasions in and around the Bostwick 
Lake area last summer will spend 
at least 9 months in prison for his 
crimes.

According to Kent County Sher-
iff Detective Mike Tanis, Judge J. 
Rossi sentenced Corey James Van-
Suilichem, 33, to a minimum of 112 

months to a maximum 20 years in prison, with credit for 
time served of 233 days.

The Kent County Sheriff’s Department was investigating 
numerous nighttime home invasions in Cannon Township, 
last summer, specifically the Bostwick Lake area, where 
purses and wallets were stolen. Police arrested VanSuili-
chem when they saw him on video exiting a vehicle at the 
Marathon gas station on 14 Mile Rd (near Lincoln Lake 
Ave) that had been stolen in a Grandville home invasion. 

He was sentenced on charges of receiving and concealing 
a stolen vehicle, and two counts of home invasion, as part 
of a plea agreement. Several other charges were dropped.

VanSuilichem previously served nine years on prison, 
from 2003 to 2012, for four counts of home invasion and 
one count of larceny from a motor vehicle for crimes com-
mitted in Ottawa County. 

In February 2017, he was sentenced to 60 days in jail and 
three years probation for maintaining a drug house in Beld-
ing, because he was growing more marijuana than allowed 
on his card. And, as of June 30, 2017, he was listed as a 
probation absconder.

US-131 bridge repairs over Cedar 
Springs Ave

The Michigan Department of Transpor-
tation (MDOT) started repairs Monday, 
March 12, on the US-131 bridges over Ce-
dar Springs Avenue in Cedar Springs.

Construction will include repaving, 
joint replacement, painting, substructure 
repairs, and approach work. The $1.9 mil-
lion investment is scheduled for comple-
tion by Friday, June 29.

During construction, at least one lane of 
US-131 will remain open in each direc-
tion. Cedar Springs Avenue traffic will be 
maintained with a temporary traffic signal.

This work will extend the life of the 
bridges and improve motorist safety with 
an increase in surface friction.

To download a Michigan road construc-
tion map for 2018, go to http://www.mich-
igan.gov/documents/mdot/MDOT_C_
MapWeb-2011_350547_7.pdf.

Corey VanSuilichem

Anthony russo

A Rockford man is in critical condition 
after his sport utility vehicle hit a 
tree and caught fire Sunday.
According to the Kent County 

Sheriff Department, they responded 
to a one-vehicle crash on 10 Mile 
Rd, just east of Olde Meadow 

Drive, in Courtland Township, on Sunday, 
March 11. The initial information came through that 
the vehicle was on fire and bystanders had removed the 
driver from the vehicle. The bystanders then started CPR 
until Courtland Fire and Rescue and Rockford Ambulance 
arrived.

When Deputies arrived on scene they found a sport utili-
ty vehicle that struck a tree. Investigation revealed that the 
vehicle was traveling east on 10 Mile Rd and left the road-
way, struck a utility pole, a large tree, and then caught fire. 

The victim, identified as Nathan Lixey, 40, of Rockford, 
was transported by ambulance to Spectrum Butterworth 
Hospital. The crash is still under investigation.

Shrubs and perennials will be planted in May, then annuals 
will be added in late May or early June.

If you would like to make a donation, please mail it to: 
Cedar Springs Garden Club, PO Box 13, Cedar Springs, 
MI 49319. Checks should be made out to the Cedar Springs 
Garden Club. Donations will be publicly acknowledged un-
less there is a request to remain anonymous.

If you enjoy gardening and would like to be a part of 
beautifying the City of Cedar Springs, please join us at one 
of our upcoming meetings at the Cedar Springs Library, at 
7 p.m., on the 2nd Monday of each month. If you would like 
more information, call Pat at 616-893-7305, or Sandra at 
616-696-8660.



Directory

The Cedar Springs Post Page 4  Thursday, March 15, 2018

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(since 1946) Non-Denominational • pentecostal Grace

180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am

Sunday Night ..... 6pm 
pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

sunday Worship: 11 aM
enhanced fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
coumc.weebly.com

Pastor: Rev. Kim DeLong

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Bill Johnson
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided
Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm 

(Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
 Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

Worship: Sunday 10:00 am 
Nursery & Children’s Church during message
*Youth - Sunday 11:30 am-12:30 pm *Tuesday - Celebrate Recovery 6:30-8:30 pm
*Wednesday - Kidzone & Grief Share 6-7:30 pm *Thursday - Open Prayer 6-7:30 pm

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM
Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM

Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 
Web: www.pioneercrc.org

Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Service Time: 10 am Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Senior Pastor, Rev. Chadrick Brown
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

St. John Paul II Parish
A Welcoming Catholic Church

3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2-mqa.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

From the Pulpit

Church

their products in a public forum at a reasonable cost. Com-
munity service is a key element of Rotary’s mission. Any 
proceeds from this event will be returned to community.

The 32nd Annual Community Night will be Thursday, 
April 19 from 6-8:30 p.m. at the Cedar Springs High 
School. Vendors, churches, non-profits and more will have 
booths for you to peruse. Food will be available from the 
Music Boosters concession stand and multiple forms enter-
tainment will be in the auditorium throughout the evening. 
Additionally, there will be martial arts demonstrations in 
the auxiliary gym and industrial arts projects in the indus-
trial arts room near the concession stand.

If you would like to register for a booth, go to cedar-
springsrotary.org and download the registration form in 
the left hand column. Deadline for the $30 registration fee 
is March 23. After that it will increase to $35. They can 
also be picked up from the Cedar Springs Area Parks and 
Recreation, Cedar Springs Community Library, ChoiceOne 
Bank, Independent Bank, City Hall and White Creek Lum-
ber.

Community Night also offers the Rotary Club an op-
portunity to expand its exposure in Cedar Springs. For 75 
years, the CS Club has supported local organizations and 
international projects. Annually the Club sends 4-8 high 
school students from CSPS and CTA to Life Leadership 
Camp and awards two $1,000 scholarships. As part of Ro-
tary’s literacy focus, the Club conducts a writing contest 
with 5th grade students in CSPS and CTA. Check out their 
Facebook page and website for more information and ac-
tivities. 

 

 

Community
...continued from page 2

ber Rick Sevey, the FFA would not 
have syrup. After dumping the sap, 
Chairperson Evan Young hauls it to 
Rick’s farm. Here, the sap is dumped 
into a 400 gallon bulk tank to store 
until boiling time. The sugar content 
is measured at this time as well. So 
far this year,  all but one load has had 
a 3 percent content, which is extreme-
ly good (the other was 2.75 percent). 
The average sugar content is about 2 
percent. At that average number, it 
takes approximately 40 gallons of sap 
to get 1 gallon of syrup. But, a high-
er sugar content allows for the ratio 
to drop closer to 35:1, possibly even 
30:1. 

The boiled down sap is bottled into pint jars for the FFA 
to sell. The FFA also gets a few gallon jugs to auction at 
their annual banquet. So far this year, the FFA has collected 
1300-plus gallons of sap meaning it will yield over 30 gal-
lons of syrup.

Nothing is more delicious than a stack of flapjacks with 

Sugary
...continued from front page 

homemade maple syrup!  Although tapping, collecting, 
and boiling is an enduring process, the outcome is worth it: 
fresh syrup, and spring weather!  

The FFA will be selling the remainder of their 2017 syrup 
at Cedar Springs Community Night on April 19, so come 
on out and grab a pint and support the Cedar Springs FFA!

Cedar Springs FFA has tapped nearly 200 Maple trees behind the Cedar Springs Middle School 
to catch sap for making maple syrup. Courtesy photo.

Resignation
...continued from front page 

can’t teach well if they are aware that many of their fellow 
teachers, the parents of their students, and others do not feel 
safe and affirmed under Dr. VanDuyn,” she said. Cole also 
noted that their had been a terrible breakdown in communi-
cation over the last three years. “Our side of the divide has 
invited open dialog. It has been refused or ignored. Your 
side of the divide has not created a forum for discussion 
and open dialogue. You can’t just keep telling educators 
to go along with the program.” Cole’s not sure the breach 
can be repaired. “Honestly, because we’re three years into 
the struggle I question whether it’s possible to continue Dr. 
VanDuyn’s tenure with the district. However well-meaning 
or gifted a leader she might be, she hasn’t been a good fit for 
the whole of Cedar Springs, obviously, and it’s time for this 
board to cut the losses to the District and replace her with 
someone who does fit and can nurture us back to the health 
our students need, and we once enjoyed.”

Teacher Libby Metiva read a statement on behalf of many 
teachers, who stood with her in solidarity. She noted that the 
teachers had stood there in June of 2017, and asked for the 

board to meet with them to help them build bridges, but it 
had not happened.

One of the students that spoke is president of the gay/
straight alliance at the school. Her comments were directed 
at Bauer. She told him that she was not saying he should go 
against his beliefs, but that his comments were personally 
hurtful to her and others. “They leave scars,” she said.

Two people spoke in favor of VanDuyn. One was Pastor 
Keith Hemmila, and the other was bus driver Rebecca Fisk.

Hemmila said he was concerned about people’s motives 
for speaking out. “If it’s for the good of the kids and the 
school, that’s good. But if your motive is to get your way, 
that’s not good.” He said he appreciated Dr. VanDuyn. 
“She’s doing a lot of good for students left behind,” he said.

Rebecca Fisk said that a lot of people hadn’t given the 
Superintendent a chance, and noted that they had closed 
minds and closed hearts. “As a leader you hold people ac-
countable for their actions. I’m a bus driver and I hold the 
kids accountable, that doesn’t make me a bully.” She also 
asked believers, “How much have you prayed about this?”

Some people that wanted to speak were not allowed to 
because they had not filled out a form at the beginning of 
the meeting. On Wednesday, Board President Heidi Reed 
posted an apology for that. “During our District’s last Board 
meeting, I did not allow an individual to speak during pub-

lic comment because they had not signed our required com-
ment form, as has been our consistent practice. Today, after 
consulting our Board bylaws and legal counsel, I realize 
that I should have allowed the comment. For this I apolo-
gize, and going forward, I will allow.” 

In the same letter, she also clarified the board’s position 
on Bauer’s comments and those of other board members. 
“Because the Board President is the official spokesperson 
for the Board, individual members are not speaking on 
the Board’s behalf when speaking in their own individu-
al capacity. Just as our students do not sacrifice their First 
Amendment rights at the schoolhouse doors, our individu-
al Board members retain their individual rights as citizens 
when they volunteer to serve our school community,” she 
wrote.

During the meeting, Reed read a statement regarding the 
Superintendent: “Superintendents and Boards make diffi-
cult decisions considering input from all stakeholders. As 
a District, we have a strategic plan that sets the path for 
our leadership allowing the Board to measure the District’s 
progress toward its goals. Each of our decisions is made 
objectively on the facts, both positive and negative. To 
date, Dr. Van Duyn has brought many positive changes to 
the district and has scored as ‘highly effective’ on her last 
three evaluations.”

reSignAtion - continues on page12
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100th Birthday

ELNa JOhNSON
Friends and family are invited to a 100th 
birthday party for Elna Johnson on Saturday, 
March 24th at Courtland Oakfield United 
Methodist Church from 1 pm to 4 pm. No 
gifts please.

rOBErt h. FULLEr
Mr. Robert 
H. Fuller of 
Cedar Springs, 
Michigan, aged 
83, passed 
into his Glory 
on March 9, 
2018, after 
a three-year 
struggle with 
m y a s t h e n i a 
gravis. Robert 
is survived by 
his wife of 61½ 
years, Mary Lou; children, Mark Fuller, 
MD of Ironwood, Michigan, Scott Fuller 
and Barbara (Greg) Vanderkooi of Cedar 
Springs; grandchildren, Gabriel (Dana) 
Morris, Joshua Morris, Kati Fuller, Alice 
and Livia Fuller, Jack (Sophia Rykert) 
Vanderkooi, and Cheryl Vanderkooi; great-
grandchildren, Madilynn and Gabrielle 
Morris, Kira, Laney, Jackson, and Grayson 
Vanderkooi; brother-in-law William (Barb) 
Haroff; sisters-in-law Edith (Alvin) Rector, 
Shirley DuBridge, and Verna (Stephen) 
Johnson; two special people, Megan Lewis 
and Beverly Harris; many loved nieces and 
nephews who were able to be with him 
during his last struggle; and his faithful 
companion, BUD the Pug, affectionately 
known as “Bob’s Ugly Dog.” He was 
preceded in death by his son, Kris Fuller; 
parents, Rev. H. Howard and Beulah Fuller; 
sisters Patricia Moore, Carolyn Decker, 
Martha Haroff; and in-laws Grant and Edna 
Ranney. Robert was a man of many trades 
during his working years. He retired as a 
rural mail carrier from Cedar Springs— 
a job he loved. He was also a member of 
Courtland-Oakfield United Methodist 
Church for fifty years, where he had held 
many positions, and loved his church family 
dearly. Relatives and friends may call on the 
family during a time of visitation from 2:00 
until 4:00 p.m. and from 6:00 until 8:00 p.m. 
on Thursday, March 22, 2018, at Pederson 
Funeral Home, 127 N. Monroe Street NE, 
Rockford, MI 49341. The memorial service 
for Robert will be celebrated by Pastors 
Kim DeLong, Chuck Smith, and Thurlan 
Meredith at 11:00 a.m. on Friday, March 
23, 2018, at Courtland-Oakfield United 
Methodist Church, 10295 Myers Lake 
Avenue NE, Rockford, MI 49341. There 
will be a one-hour visitation prior to the 
service at church. Those wishing to offer 
an expression of sympathy are encouraged 
to make a memorial contribution to the 
Courtland-Oakfield United Methodist 
Memorial Fund; or to the Mary Free Bed 
Foundation, 235 Wealthy Street SE, Grand 
Rapids, MI 49503.
Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home, 

Rockford
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Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant
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Publish 
Your

• Birth Announcement
• Wedding Announcement
• Engagement 
• Anniversary
• Congratulations
• In Memory  
• Thank you

for only $20 
without photo
$25 with photo 

($5 per additional photo)
50 word limit 

*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject 
to additional fees by length.

*

*

in

Those who 
deserve love 

the least 
need it 

the most.

But I say unto you, Love 
your enemies, bless them 
that curse you, do good 
to them that hate you, 

and pray for them which 
despitefully use you, and 

persecute you.
Matthew 5:44

From god’s Little instruction Book- Honor Books

is online @ cedarspringspost.com

at home or away 
we’re just a click away

Church Connection
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riChard LEE diNES
Mr. Richard Lee Dines of Cedar Springs, 
Michigan, age 83, passed away Monday, 
March 12, 2018. He was born in Rockford, 
Michigan to Frank and Bernadine 
(Tenhoppen) Dines on May 20, 1934. 
Richard enjoyed hunting, fishing, bingo, 
and bowling. He also was a devoted Cubs 
fan. Richard worked for Steelcase for over 
thirty years. Richard is survived by his 
children, Rodney (Laurie) Dines, Ricky 
Dines, Margie Cole, and Russell (friend 
Tammy) Dines; eleven grandchildren; thirty 
great-grandchildren; brothers, Norman 
Dines, Jack Dines; sisters, Ruth (Bill) Hiler, 
Jill (Vern) Smith. He was preceded in death 
by his parents; wife Shirley in 2014 after 
sixty-one years of marriage; son, Richard 
Dines, Jr.; brothers, Carl Dines, Paul Dines, 
and Tom Dines. There will be a time of 
visitation with Richard’s family from 6:00 
to 8:00 p.m. on Thursday, March 15, 2018 
at Pederson Funeral Home, 127 N. Monroe 
Street NE, Rockford, MI 49341. The funeral 
service for Richard will be held at 11:00 
a.m. on Friday, March 16, 2018 at Pederson 
Funeral Home. There will be also be a time 
of visitation one hour prior to the funeral. 
Memorial contributions in Richard’s name 
can be made to Metron of Cedar Springs, 
400 Jeffrey St NE, Cedar Springs, MI 
49319.
Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home, 

Rockford

ShELBy L. rEyBUrN
Shelby Laurence 
Reyburn was 
born on October 
15, 1932, son 
of Shelby John 
Reyburn and 
Edith Burnap. 
He passed away 
quietly in his 
sleep Saturday, 
March 10, 2018. 
Larry graduated 
from Cedar 
Springs High 
School in 1950 and worked as a cashier 
for Meijer. He attended Davenport College 
in Grand Rapids before being drafted into 
the US Army. After basic training at Camp 
Atterburg, Indiana, he served as infantry in 
Korea, attaining the rank of Sergeant First 
Class. He married Janice Evelyn Blaesi on 
June 17, 1955. In 1956 he entered the State 
Police Academy in Lansing, Michigan, and 
after graduation served at Ionia, St. Ignace, 
and Ithaca as a trooper. He was promoted 
to Detective in 1969 and assigned to State 
Police Intelligence in Lansing. After his 
promotion to Detective/Sgt in that unit he 
transferred in 1972 to the Fire Marshall 
Division in Lansing. He was promoted again 
to Detective/Lieutenant in 1980. In 1981 he 
transferred back to the Intelligence Division 
and organized the W.E.M.E.T Drug team 
for West Michigan. Larry retired from the 
State Police in 1982. Farming was always 
close to Larry’s heart. He bought the family 
farm from his parents in 1968, grew apples, 
and moved there in 1976. When he retired, 
he and Janice entered the flower business, 
growing, drying, and marketing dried 
flowers, which they did for 20 years, as well 
as 2 acres of pumpkins. He grew a beautiful 
garden for family and friends, using it as the 
opportunity to work with his four grandsons 
who lived next door, training them to work 
hard and teaching many life lessons. Since 
1984, he and Janice spent their winters at 
their home in Nokomis, Florida, where 
they were members of Covenant Life 
Presbyterian Church in Sarasota, Florida. In 
Michigan, they attended Blythefield Hills 
Baptist Church in Rockford, Michigan, but 
their true membership is in Heaven. Larry 
was excited and comforted to be moving to 
his new residence in Heaven with his Lord 
and Savior, Jesus Christ. Larry is survived 
by his wife, Janice, son Dean (Martha) 
Reyburn and daughter Joanne (Joseph) 
Pann. His grandchildren Nathanael, Noah, 
Aaron, and Andrew Reyburn, Jessie, 
Jacob, and Jebedia Pann, and 11 great-
grandchildren. His grandson Joseph Pann 
and older sisters Genevie Penrose and 
Florence Yurich preceded him in death. 
Visitation is 6-8 p.m. on Thursday, March 
15 at Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs. Visitation at Blythefield 
Hills Baptist Church in Rockford, Michigan 
at 10 a.m. prior to the 11a.m. Funeral on 
Friday, March 16, 2018. In lieu of flowers 
send donations to Faith Hospice of Grand 
Rapids or BHBC missionaries.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

thOr N. tErhaar
Thor N. TerHaar, 
age 54, passed 
away peacefully 
on Friday, 
March 9, 2018. 
He was born 
July 20, 1963 in 
Grand Rapids 
to Gordon and 
Nancy (Kruger)
TerHaar. He 
was preceded 
in death by his 
father, Gordon. 
He is survived by his daughter, Amber 
TerHaar; mother, Nancy Kruger; brothers, 
Scott TerHaar, Thad Kruger; sister, Tina 
Ward; several nieces, nephews and friends. 
As Thor had wished, cremation has taken 
place. A memorial service for Thor will 
be held on Saturday, March 17, 2018 at 
Cedar Creek Community Church, 2969 14 
Mile Rd. Sparta, from 2-6:00 p.m. with a 
luncheon served from 2-4:00 p.m. Those 
who wish may make memorial contributions 
to Assist the Family with Expenses.

Arrangements by Hessel-Cheslek Funeral 
Home, Sparta
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Hometown	Happenings	articles	are	a	community	service	for	non-profit	agencies	only.	Due	to	popular	demand	for	placement	
in this section, we can no longer run all articles. deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. this is not guaranteed space. 
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This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeek

Library

Directory

NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM

SPENCER TOWNSHIP BRANCH
14960 Meddler Ave.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday & Wednesday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 5:00 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM

We have 

something for

everyone!

ced@llcoop.org
www.cedarspringslibrary.org
fb: cedarspringspubliclibrary

616-696-1910
107 N Main Street

Cedar Springs, MI 49319

MON - FRI 10 - 6
SATURDAY 9 - 12

Cedar Springs Community 

Library

YOUR hOMeTOwN

Kent theatre
DIGITAL Movies at the

now Showing

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 9

showtimes:
Friday: 6:00Pm * saturday: 3:00pm • 6:00pm *
suNday: 3:00pm • 6:00pm

*winter hours - no 9Pm shows!

coming soon:

march 23-25

march 16 • 17 • 18

thurs., march 15 @7Pm

CS Community Players presents

Tickets 
$3.00Tickets

$5.00
night

march 30-31
closed easter sunday

Free St. Patrick’s Day Irish Dinner & 
Music
Mar. 17: Dress in your green and join us for a great evening 
of food music and fun as we celebrate St. Patrick’s Day. 
Saturday, March 17th from 5:30 to 7:30 pm at Cedar Springs 
United Methodist Church, 140 S. Main St., Cedar Springs. 
All are welcome! #10,11b

Annual Church Garage Sale
Mar. 17: Rockford Reformed Church located at 4890 – 11 
Mile Rd., Rockford is having their annual Church Garage 
Sale from 9 am to 2 pm. Proceeds will go toward the youth 
ministries summer trips. For more information, call Deb 
616-884-5058. #11,12p

Michigan Blood Drive
Mar. 20: Michigan Blood will have a Blood Drive on 
Tuesday, March 20th at the Cedar Springs United Methodist 
Church. The Drive will go from 12:30 pm until 7:00 pm. 
Attempt to donate and be entered for a chance to win 
a 2 Night Stay in a Family Suite with water park passes 
compliments of Great Wolf Lodge. When you donate, you 
potentially help 3 lives of someone in Michigan. #11

TOPS weight loss support group
Mar. 20: Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit 
weight loss support group for men and women, meets every 
Tuesday at the Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sand Lake. 
Your first visit is free so come check out what TOPS can 
do to help you reach your weigh loss goals! Weigh-ins 
8:15-9am, meeting starts at 9:15am. In case of inclement 
weather, meetings are cancelled if Tri-County or Cedar 

Springs schools are closed. Call Martha at 696-1039 for 
more information. #11

Courtland Fire Dept. Pancake Breakfast
Mar. 24: Courtland Fire Department’s Annual Pancake 
Breakfast will be held on Saturday, March 24th from 8 am 
to 11 am at 7480 – 14 Mile Rd., Rockford. All you can eat 
pancakes, eggs, sausage and hash browns. Coffee, juice and 
milk. Adults $7, Kids ages 4-12 $4. Ages 3 and under free. 
#11

Current Events Discussion
Mar. 26: The Cedar Springs Methodist Church is initiating 
a current events discussion at the Cedar Springs Brewery 
on March 26 and April 9 starting at 7 pm. Our goal is to 
provide a time of fellowship, faith and food (if you want) in 
a relaxed atmosphere. If there is interest, we will continue 
the series every other week and adjust times to best fit 
schedules. The discussion topic is taken from a subscription 
service called the Wired Word. We will not know the topic 
until the Thursday before the meeting. If you would be 
interested in coming or would like more information, email 
Tom Noreen at TomNoreen@aol.com. A copy of the article 
will be emailed to you as soon as it is available. #11

Easter Egg Hunt at HCNC
Mar. 31: The Easter Bunny is back at Howard Christensen 
Nature Center this Easter! Saturday, March 31st. The Easter 
Egg Hunt will begin at 1 pm. Nonmembers $1/ Members 
FREE. Bake Sale and refreshments provided. Come out 
early and see what goodies we have available at our bake 
sale! 16160 Red Pine Drive, Kent City. 616-675-3158. #11

Saxophonist Steve Wilson in 
Concert at RHS

A little Irish humor for St. Patrick’s Day
Q: Why can’t you borrow money from a leprechaun?
A: Because they’re always a little short.

Q. Why don’t you ever iron a four-leaf clover?
A: Because you don’t want to press your luck.

Q: How can you tell if an Irishman is having a good 
time?

A: He’s Dublin over with laughter!

Q: Why did St. Patrick drive the snakes out of Ireland?
A: He couldn’t afford plane fare.

Q: What’s Irish and stays out all night?
A: Patty O’furniture!

Q: How did the Irish Jig get started?
A: Too much to drink and not enough restrooms!

Q: What do you call a diseased Irish criminal?
A: A leper con.

Jazz master saxophonist Steve Wilson will be in concert at rHS Fine 
Arts Auditorium Wednesday, March 21 at 7:00 pm. Photo credit:  John 
Abbott.

The Rockford High 
School Jazz Band is ex-
cited to welcome to the 
Rockford Fine Arts Audi-
torium one of the greatest 
names in jazz, saxophonist 
Steve Wilson, for a concert 
on Wednesday, March 21, 
2017 at 7:00 p.m.

According to Jazz Times, 
Wilson is known as “the 
consummate saxophon-

ist-composer and one of 
the finest alto and soprano 
saxophonist of our time.” 
His distinctive sound has 
been featured in over a 
100 recordings with such 
celebrated artists including 
Chick Corea, George Duke, 
among many others. He has 
also released eight record-
ings under his own name. 

In addition to performing, 

Wilson is in-demand edu-
cator and currently holds 
a position as an Associate 
Professor at City College of 
New York and serves on the 
faculty at Julliard School. 
While in Michigan, he will 
be the jazz artist-in-resi-
dence at Michigan State 
University and will conduct 
workshops at both the col-
lege and high school level.  

“It is such an honor to 
have these master jazz per-
formers in house to work 
with our students,” accord-
ing to RHS Jazz Band Di-
rector Cullen McCarthy.  
“This will be a special night 
for jazz that the community 

will not want to miss.”
In addition to Wilson, the 

concert will also feature the 
award winning Rockford 
and Northview High School 
Jazz Bands and the MSU 
Be-Bop Spartans Jazz Or-
chestra.

Tickets will be available 
at the door at 6:00 pm or 
can be purchased on line at 
www.rocktix.org. Cost is 
$10.00 for adults and $5.00 
for students and seniors age 
62+. All seats are general 
admission.  

All proceeds to the Rock-
ford and Northview Jazz 
Bands to further their stu-
dents’ jazz studies. 



With longer daylight 
hours and warming tem-
peratures causing wildlife 
to start to move, the Mich-
igan Department of Natural 
Resources advises property 
owners that now is the time 
to look around and see if 
they have items that soon 
may be attracting bears.

“The ideal situation is 
for a bear to walk past your 
property, not find a food 
reward and move along on 
its own,” said DNR wildlife 
communication coordinator 
Katie Keen. “That’s the best 
way to live with bears and 
not encourage conflict.”

Black bears—an “up 
north” Michigan icon deco-
rating many homes, restau-
rants and hotels—can be 
found throughout more than 
half the state. Spotting a 
bear tends to draw a lot of 

interest and attention. 
“Everyone picks up 

the phone to call us 
looking for advice at a 
different point,” Keen 
said. “For some, seeing 
a black bear is enough. 
For others, it may be 
regular or daytime vis-
its that make them un-
easy.”

Bears find birdseed 
and suet especially at-
tractive, as they are 
high-calorie and reli-
able compared to oth-
er plentiful and natu-
ral food sources. Bird 
feeders can draw bears 
past their natural habi-
tat, where they would 
normally be enjoying 
roots of early spring 
plants and insects in 
trees and logs. Bears also 
typically will continue to 

return to a location once 
they have found a food re-
ward there.

“The majority of calls we 
receive about bears involve 
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Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060
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Taking action now can reduce bear 
problems later

Spring birding tours at Michigan’s 
Wetland Wonders 

Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche
By ranger Steve Mueller

Bird nest boxes
It is time to clean nest boxes. Bird behavior announces 

they are claiming breeding territory. It is beautiful music 
to our ears when we hear the variety of songs in our neigh-
borhood. In bird neighborhoods, songs announce property 
boundaries and call for mates. 

Within a given breeding territory, appropriate nesting 
space is essential. Many species require cavities in hollow 
trees. People have a habit of removing dead and hollow 
trees for a variety of reasons. To maintain adequate cavity 
nest opportunities, install nest boxes in a variety of habi-
tats. 

Most well-known are Eastern Bluebird and Tree Swal-
low nest boxes. If not placed well they are taken over by 
House Wrens or House Sparrows that frequently kill blue-
birds and swallows. 

At the Howard Christensen Nature Center, I made sure 
the nest boxes were a considerable distance from shrub-
bery. When placed in open areas, the House Sparrows and 
House Wrens usually did not interfere with the open field 
nesting species. Tree Swallows compete with bluebirds for 
nest boxes. That problem can be reduced by placing two 
nest boxes within 15 feet of each other. A Tree Swallow 
that claims one box does not allow other Tree Swallows 
to use the nearby box. The swallow will allow bluebirds 
to use it. In effect the swallow protects the bluebirds from 
being driven out by swallows when two boxes are placed 
near one another.

Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary’s field has experienced 
plant succession with the invasion of native shrubs and 
trees. The shrubs have driven swallows out and bluebirds 
have not used some boxes meant for them. We have begun 
clearing shrubs and trees from the field to create more open 
habitat. Hopefully we will once again entice swallows and 
keep the bluebirds nesting here. In one area where blue-
birds stopped nesting, I cleared an area around the nest box 
and the next year bluebirds began using the box again. 

Birds like Black-capped Chickadees, Tufted Titmice, and 
White-breasted Nuthatches nest in cavities in wooded ar-
eas. I place houses in the woods for their consideration. 
Birdhouse boards are often about a half inch thick. We 
have placed predator guards on the boxes. It is an addition-
al board that makes the entrance hole about one inch deep. 
Animals, like raccoons that reach in, cannot bend their leg 
to reach the eggs or young birds. 

The boxes are placed in locations away from heavy hu-
man traffic. When close to human activity, birds are often 
alarmed and leave the nest box when people approach. It 
interrupts egg incubation. 

Many designs offer selection options for nesting. The 
entrance hole size is important to prevent unwanted spe-
cies from entering. Sometimes wrens, that are smaller than 
bluebirds, enter and kill bluebirds. Instead of a round or 
oval opening, a rectangular slit is used. It allows the blue-
bird to escape instead of being trapped by an invading 
wren. If an entrance hole is too large, European Starlings 
can enter and kill resident birds. 

Last year’s nest material should be removed from boxes 
so birds can start fresh with new materials that are fungus 
and parasite free. Cleaning nest boxes removes health haz-
ards like mice turds or bird droppings. Wear rubber gloves 
and a facemask for your own protection when cleaning 
nests. Mice often occupy nest boxes during the winter and 
they can carry diseases to avoid like Hantavirus. 

One time near the edge of an invading forest, I found 
Southern Flying Squirrels using one of the nest boxes. 
Having lots of nest boxes provides opportunities for many 
species to nest. It is a joy to serve nature niche needs for a 
diversity of animals. 

Carrol Henderson wrote a book titled Woodworking for 
Wildlife. It is available from the Minnesota DNR. It pro-
vides the plans for making different wildlife nest boxes. If 
you haven’t cleaned nest boxes this spring, I recommend 
completing the task before the end of March. Install more 
boxes to provide nesting cavities.

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-
rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

Property owners can help prevent problems with bears by removing food 
sources like bird feeders now.

Red-winged blackbirds are some of spring’s first 
arrivals at Michigan’s Wetland Wonders.

Nothing says spring like the “conk-
a-ree” call of a red-winged blackbird or 
the raucous sounds of a sandhill crane. 
Celebrate spring and explore Michi-
gan’s wetlands with a birding tour at one 
of the Wetland Wonders – or managed 
waterfowl areas – around the state.

Highlights of the birding tours may 
include diving and dabbling ducks in 
full breeding plumage, trumpeter and 
tundra swans, osprey, bald eagles, sand-
hill cranes, and many others. Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources wild-
life staff members and volunteers from 
Ducks Unlimited and Audubon Clubs 
will lead the tours, which may include 
a “sneak peek” driving tour into refuge 
areas that normally are closed. 

The birding tours will be held on the 
following dates:

•  March 17 at 8 a.m. – St. Clair 
Flats State Wildlife Area, 3857 
Columbine Road, Harsens Island; 
810-748-9504 

•  March 24 at 9 a.m. – Fish Point State Game Area, 7750 
Ringle Road, Unionville; 989-674-2511

•  March 31 at 9 a.m. – Fennville Farm Unit of the Allegan 
State Game Area, 6013 118th Ave., Fennville; 269-673-
2430

•  April 7 at 9 a.m. – Maple River State Game Area, south-
west corner of South Baldwin and Crapo roads in Wash-
ington Township, east of U.S. 127; 616-446-0555

•  April 7 at 9 a.m. – Shiawassee River State Game Area, 
225 East Spruce St., St. Charles; 989-865-6211

•  April 14 at 9 a.m. – Muskegon County Wastewater Sys-
tem, meet at the Muskegon State Game Area Office, 7600 
E. Messinger Road, Twin Lake; 231-788-5055

•  April 14 at 9 a.m. – Pointe Mouillee State Game Area, 
37025 Mouillee Road, Rockwood; 734-379-9692

•  April 14 at 9 a.m. – Nayanquing Point State Wildlife Area, 
1570 Tower Beach Road, Pinconning; 989-697-5101

If you have questions about bird tours, 
please contact the appropriate office at 
the phone number listed above. Most 
tours will meet at the area’s headquar-
ters building. Please dress for the weath-
er and bring binoculars. Spotting scopes 
are also helpful for long-range viewing. 
The ground may be quite muddy and 
wet, so plan to wear boots. 

Michigan’s Wetland Wonders are the 
seven premier managed waterfowl hunt 
areas in the state: Fennville Farm Unit 
at the Allegan State Game Area (Alle-
gan County), Fish Point State Wildlife 
Area (Tuscola County), St. Clair Flats 
State Wildlife Area on Harsens Island 
(St. Clair County), Muskegon County 
Wastewater Facility (Muskegon Coun-
ty), Nayanquing Point State Wildlife 
Area (Bay County), Pointe Mouillee 
State Game Area (Monroe and Wayne 
counties) and Shiawassee River State 
Game Area (Saginaw County). To learn 

more about Michigan’s Wetland Wonders, visit michigan.gov/
wetlandwonders. 

BeAr - continues on page 13 
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Talk to Your Spouse About 
Your Retirement Vision

If you’re single, your retirement goals are 
your own – you don’t really have to consult 
with anybody, and you can change your plans 
whenever you like. However, if you’re mar-
ried, you and your spouse should develop a 
joint “vision” encompassing all the key areas 
of your retirement lifestyle. These are a few 
questions you may want to address first:

Where should we live? Once you retire, 
you may need to consider two key aspects 
of your living situation: the size and location 
of your home. Regarding size, you may look 
around one day and realize you have more 
living space than you actually need. This is 
especially true, of course, if you have children 
who have set out on their own. So, if you have 
a large single-family house, you may want 
to consider whether you should move into a 
condominium or even an apartment, either of 
which might be more cost-effective for you. 

As for location, you may decide that re-
tirement is the perfect time to move, either to 
seek a more favorable climate or to be near 
grown children and grandchildren. In any 
case, moving to a different area is a major 
financial decision, so you and your spouse 
will certainly want to discuss all the aspects 
of relocation.  

Will either of us work? Retirement no 
longer means the cessation of all work. You 
or your spouse – or perhaps you and your 
spouse – may want to use your skills and ex-
perience to do some consulting or even open 
your own business. Adding a source of earned 

income will almost certainly help your finan-
cial picture during retirement, but if either you 
or your spouse is planning to do some work, 
you will want to be sure this activity doesn’t 
disrupt other plans that may be important to 
you, such as traveling. Also, any source of 
earned income during your retirement years 
may well affect important financial decisions, 
such as when to take Social Security and how 
much to withdraw each year from your retire-
ment accounts, such as your IRA and 401(k). 
Again, it’s essential that you and your spouse 
be on the same page about any type of em-
ployment during retirement.  

How will we spend our time? Aside from 
possibly doing some type of work during your 
retirement years, how else might you spend 
your time? Would you like to travel exten-
sively? Or would you rather stick close to 
home and pursue your hobbies or volunteer? 
These don’t have to be either-or decisions 
– hopefully, you’ll be able to explore many 
pursuits during your retirement. Keep in 
mind, though, that there will be different costs 
for these various activities, so you and your 
spouse may need to prioritize your choices 
to ensure they fit in to your overall financial 
strategies. 

As you can see, you and your spouse will 
have some key decisions about the financial 
aspects of your retirement. However, with 
some careful planning, you can make the 
moves that can help you work toward your 
common retirement vision.

Business / tAx$ $

Avoid making improper 
claims for business credits

WASHINGTON — The 
Internal Revenue Service 
warned that taxpayers 
should avoid making im-
proper claims for business 
credits, a common scam 
used by unscrupulous tax 
preparers.

Two common credits tar-
geted for abuse by shady 
return preparers include the 
research credit and the fuel 
tax credit. Both credits have 
legitimate uses, but there are 
specific criteria that taxpay-
ers need to qualify for these.

As part of the 2018 “Dirty 
Dozen” tax scams, the IRS 
reminds taxpayers to watch 
out for these red flags in-
volving business credits 
when dealing with return 
preparers. Remember, the 
taxpayer is responsible for 
the information on the tax 
return long after the scam-
mer is gone.

Each year, the IRS pub-
lishes its “Dirty Dozen” 
list of a variety of common 
scams that taxpayers may 
encounter any time. These 
can especially peak during 
the tax filing season as peo-
ple prepare their returns or 
hire people to help with their 
taxes.

Research Credit Scams
Section 41 of the Inter-

nal Revenue Code provides 
a credit for increasing re-
search activities, common-

ly known as the “research 
credit.” Congress enacted 
the research credit in 1981 
to provide an incentive for 
American private industry 
to invest in research and ex-
perimentation.

The IRS continues to see 
significant misuse of the 
research credit. Improper 
claims for this credit gen-
erally involve a failure to 
participate in or substantiate 
qualified research activities 
and/or a failure to satisfy the 
requirements related to qual-
ified research expenses.

To qualify for the credit, 
a taxpayer’s research ac-
tivities must, among other 
things, involve a process 
of experimentation using 
science with a goal of im-
proving a product or pro-
cess the taxpayer uses in its 
business or holds for sale or 
lease. However, there are 
certain activities specifical-
ly excluded from the cred-
it, including research after 
commercial production, ad-
aptation of an existing busi-
ness product or process, for-
eign research and research 
funded by the customer. 
Qualified activities also do 
not include activities where 
there is no uncertainty about 
the taxpayer’s method or ca-
pability to achieve a desired 
result.

The IRS often sees ex-

penses from non-qualified 
activities included in claims 
for the research credit. In ad-
dition, qualified research ex-
penses include only in-house 
wages and supply expenses 
and 65 percent (typically) 
of payments to contractors. 
Qualified research expens-
es do not include expenses 
without a proven nexus be-
tween the claimed expenses 
and the qualified research 
activity.

Steps to Properly Claim 
the Credit

Taxpayers who qualify for 
the credit may claim up to 
20 percent of qualified ex-
penses above a base amount 
by completing and attach-
ing Form 6765, Credit for 
Increasing Research Activi-
ties, to their tax return. For 
tax years beginning in 2016, 
eligible small businesses 
may use the research credit 
to offset the alternative min-
imum tax. Also for tax years 
beginning in 2016, qualified 
small businesses may elect 
to use a portion of the re-
search credit as a payroll tax 
credit against the employer’s 
portion of the Social Securi-
ty tax. Qualified small busi-
nesses make this election on 
Form 6765 and must com-
plete and attach Form 8974, 
Qualified Small Business 
Payroll Tax Credit for In-

CreditS - continues on page 13

Construction on Culver’s begins Spectrum Health 
United named a top 
100 hospital

Spectrum Health United Hospital was named one of the 
nation’s 100 Top Hospitals by IBM Watson HealthTM. For-
merly known as the Truven Health Analytics® 100 Top Hos-
pitals, this study spotlights the top-performing hospitals in 
the U.S. based on a balanced scorecard of publicly available 
clinical, operational and patient satisfaction metrics and data.

The Watson Health 100 Top Hospitals® study uses inde-
pendent and objective research to analyze hospital and health 
system performance in 11 areas, addressing: inpatient mor-
tality; 30-day mortality rate; complications; core measures; 
30-day risk-adjusted readmission rate; severity-adjusted 
average length of stay; mean emergency room throughput; 
inpatient expense per discharge; Medicare spend per bene-
ficiary; adjusted operating profit margin; and Hospital Con-
sumer Assessment of Healthcare Providers and Systems 
(HCAHPS) score (patient rating of overall hospital perfor-
mance). The study has been conducted annually since 1993. 
This is the eighth time Spectrum Health United Hospital has 
been recognized with this honor. 

It is an honor to be recognized as one of the nation’s top 
100 hospitals,” said Andrea Leslie, President, Spectrum 
Health United Hospital. “To receive this award eight times 
is truly a reflection of our sustained focus on improving the 
health of the communities we serve.” 

Based on the results of this year’s study, we extrapolate 
that if all Medicare inpatients received the same level of care 
as those treated in the award-winning facilities: 

• More than 102,000 additional lives could be saved;
• More than 43,000 additional patients could be com-

plication-free; 
• More than $4.4 billion in inpatient costs could be 

saved; 

Crews began clearing the lot this week where a new Culver’s will be built. Photo by S. Reed.

The clearing of brush and trees began this week on the lot where a new Culver’s restaurant will be built. 
The restaurant will be built on land located across the street from Big Boy, behind Arby’s and Citgo. Culver’s is taking 

the north part of the parcel and the other left open for another drive thru restaurant. They are shooting for a July opening. 

Business is online at
http://cedarspringspost.com/category/business/



(NAPS)—If you ever 
feel your finances are too 
stretched to save for retire-
ment, you’re not alone—and 
there could be good news for 
you. The Saver’s Credit—a 
little-known tax credit made 
available by the IRS to eligi-
ble taxpayers—could make 
saving for retirement more 
affordable than you think. 
It may reduce your feder-
al income taxes when you 
save for retirement through 
a qualified retirement plan 
or an Individual Retirement 
Account (IRA).

“The Saver’s Credit is a 
fantastic tax credit because it 
pays you to save for retire-
ment. It offers eligible work-
ers an added incentive to 
save for retirement on top of 
the benefits of tax-deferred 
savings when they con-
tribute to a 401(k), 403(b), 
457(b) or IRA,” says Cath-
erine Collinson, president of 
nonprofit Transamerica Cen-
ter for Retirement Studies®.

Here’s how it works:
1. Check Your Eligibility
Depending on your filing 

status and income level, you 
may qualify for a nonrefund-
able credit of up to $1,000 
(or $2,000 if filing jointly) 
on your federal income taxes 
for that year when you con-
tribute to a 401(k), 403(b), 
457(b) or similar retirement 
plan, or IRA.

Single filers with a max-
imum Adjusted Gross In-
come (AGI) of up to $31,000 
in 2017 or $31,500 in 2018 
are eligible. For the head of 
a household, the AGI max-
imum is $46,500 in 2017 

or $47,250 
in 2018. For 
those who are 
married and 
file a joint re-
turn, the AGI 
m a x i m u m 
is $62,000 
in 2017 or 
$63,000 in 
2018.

You must 
be 18 years 
or older by 
January 1 
and cannot 
be a full-time student or be 
claimed as a dependent on 
another person’s tax return. 
If you fit within these pa-
rameters, the Saver’s Credit 
may be for you.

2. Save for Retirement
Save for retirement in 

your employer’s retirement 
plan, if offered, or in an 
IRA. In general, for every 
dollar you contribute to a 
qualified retirement plan or 
IRA (up to the lesser of the 
limits permitted by an em-
ployer-sponsored plan or the 
IRS), you defer that amount 
from your current overall 
taxable income on your fed-
eral tax returns—and you 
may also qualify for the Sav-
er’s Credit.

3. File Your Tax Return 
and Claim the Credit

When you prepare your 
federal tax returns, you can 
claim your Saver’s Credit 
by subtracting this tax cred-
it from your federal income 
taxes owed.

Workers who are eligible 
to claim the Saver’s Credit 
are also eligible to take ad-

vantage of IRS’ Free File 
program for taxpayers with 
an AGI of $66,000 or less. 
Twelve commercial soft-
ware companies make their 
tax preparation software 
available through the Free 
File program at www.irs.
gov/FreeFile. 

• If you are using tax 
preparation software, use 
Form 1040, Form 1040A 
or Form 1040NR. If your 
software has an interview 
process, be sure to answer 
questions about the Saver’s 
Credit, also referred to as the 
Retirement Savings Contri-
butions Credit and/or Cred-
it for Qualified Retirement 
Savings Contributions.

• If you are preparing your 
tax returns manually, com-
plete Form 8880, the Credit 
for Qualified Retirement 
Savings Contributions, to 
determine your exact cred-
it rate and amount. Then 
transfer the amount to the 
designated line on Form 
1040, Form 1040A or Form 
1040NR.

• If you are using a pro-
fessional tax preparer, be 

sure to ask about the Saver’s 
Credit.

• Consider having any re-
fund you receive directly 
deposited to an IRA to fur-
ther boost your retirement 
savings.

Note that the Saver’s 
Credit is not available with 
Form 1040EZ.

The 18th Annual Transa-
merica Retirement Survey 
found that just 36 percent 
of American workers are 
aware that the credit exists. 
Don’t overlook Uncle Sam’s 
Saver’s Credit; it may help 
you pay less in your current 
federal income taxes while 
saving for retirement.

For more details and re-
sources on the Saver’s Cred-
it and an online retirement 
planning calculator, visit 
Transamerica Center for Re-
tirement Studies® at www.
transamericacenter.org.

Transamerica Center 
for Retirement Studies® 
(TCRS) is a division of 
Transamerica Institute®, a 
nonprofit, private founda-
tion. 
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2014 CHRYSLER 200LX
94K, FWD, V6, Power Options

$7,990
2013 CHEVY IMPALA LT 

Alloys, V6, Clean! 
$7,995

2012, FORD FUSION
SE, 2.5 L, PW, PL, PW Roof, Alloys, Clean!

$6,995
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Owned &
Operated by

Visit us on the web • www.cedarcarco.com
12771 Northland Drive, Cedar Springs 1 Mile North of M-57 (14 Mile Road) 
Hours: Mon. & Wed. 9 am - 8 pm Tu, Th., Fri. 9 am - 6 pm • Sat. 10 am - 3 pm

2014 FORD EDGE SEL
AWD, V6, Loaded!

$17,990

2009 CHEVY SILVERADO LT
4x4, 5.3, Alloys, Clean!
$14,900

2006 JEEP WRANGLER
4x4, Hard Top, 6 cyl, 6 speed,  90k, Sharp!

$15,990

2006 TOYOTA TUNDRA SR5
Crew Cab 2WD, Topper, Drives Nice, V8

$9,900

2004 CHEVY SILVERADO 2500 
6.0L, Crew Cab, 4x4, 1 Owner, Drives Great! LS

$10,995

2009 LEXUS RX350
AWD, 105K, Leather, V6, Loaded!

$12,500

2002 DODGE RAM 1500
4x4, Quad Cab, 20 in. Alloys

$5,400

2012 CHEVY CRUZ 
One Owner! Alloys, PW-PL’s, Value Priced! 

$4,995

2004 GMC SIERRA 4x4 Z-71
Long Bed, 5.3L, Good Work Truck

$6,900

2007 CHEVY AVALANCHE
4x4, 115K, New Tires, Loaded, V8

$13,900

2007 DODGE NITRO AWD 
V6, Nice, PW, PL, 119K
$7,995

2002 TOYOTA RAV4 
AWD, Auto, PW-PL’s, 4cyl, Runs Good

$3,300

2004 CHEVY COLORADO
4x4, 5 CYL, Ext. Cab, Runs Well

$4,900

TAX RETURN SALE!
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Uncle Sam wants you to save for 
retirement

The Saver’s Credit—a little-known tax credit made available by the IrS to eligible tax-
payers—could make saving for retirement more affordable than many people realize.

ASK   SCORE
SCore, Counselors to America’s Small Business
Free Business Counseling

Venture Capital can 
finance a new business

In assessing options for financing a new small busi-
ness, many entrepreneurs  look to venture capital. This 
approach can benefit a relatively unproven enterprise that 
appears to have a promising  future. Securing this type of 
funding is not easy, however. Venture capital firms expect 
a business to return their investment with interest plus 
a large profit. And after the disappointments  with many 
tech-sector companies in recent years, venture capital 
providers are particularly wary about where they invest.

Many venture capital firms are affiliated with banks, in-
surance companies, other financial institutions and large 
corporations. Some are owned by individuals or private 
groups of investors; others are publicly held. The mini-
mum investment is generally from $50,000 to $500,000, 
but investment ceilings are almost unlimited.

The interest of a venture capital firm in a small busi-
ness usually depends on the stage of the new firm’s 
development.  An investor may be interested only after 
the new firm has established itself and has a working or-
ganizational  structure, a viable business plan and start-up 
arrangement. However, some firms prefer to come in at a 
later stage-perhaps when the new company is in its sec-
ond or third round growth stage and needs more capital 
either to carry out expansion plans or to tide it over until 
a merger or public offering takes place.

A company’s business plan serves as the primary an-
alytical tool for the interested venture capital investor. 
In analyzing the plan, investors have three specific con-
cerns:

1.  The product or service. Investors seek product or 
service innovations that give the company a strong 
competitive advantage. A new idea, backed by 
market surveys (measuring  the appeal of the prod-
uct or service and its potential market), may be 
appealing to investors.

2.   Management capability. No matter how good the 
product or how innovative the service, the quality 
and experience  of the management are key factors 
in the success of the business. The astute investor 
looks for solid evidence of such management skill.

3.   The industry’s  growth. Investors also want to be 
sure that the product or service is in a growth field. 
A significant or revolutionary product improve-
ment  may nevertheless lack luster in a declining 
product or service category.

Most venture capital investors purchase common or 
convertible stock rather than burden the fledgling enter-
prise with interest payments on debt or debentures. They 
may want more than 50 percent ownership. Additionally, 

bUSiNeSS biT
Sam Adams Motors

If you are looking to purchase a used vehicle, you might 
want to check out a new auto dealership in Solon Township. 
Sam Adams Motors, located at 2365 17 Mile Rd., south 
of Algoma Avenue, provides quality, pre-owned vehicles 
that are reliable, according to owner Sam Dabaja. “We also 
stand behind the vehicles we sell,” he added.

Dabaja said that they are a family-owned business with 
deep ties in the area, and have been a part of the business 
community for over 20 years. 

He feels that their edge over the competition is that they 
are in it for the long haul, not just a one-time deal. “We look 
at each deal as a beginning of a partnership,” explained Da-
baja, “where we can continue to serve that family for many 
years to come. We do all of our car deals at the kitchen 
table.”

Dabaja said they are planning to grow their inventory in 
the coming months, and as their business grows, hire local 
employees as well.

So what are you waiting for? Head on over and check out 
Sam Adams Motors today! They are open Monday through 
Friday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; Saturday 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. and 
closed on Sunday. For more info call (616) 439-4750.



WMP wrestlers to advance 
to state
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Successful Season for 
Charger Basketball Teams

 The boys basketball team pose with their first place post-season tournament trophy.

Seniors line up on the court with their parents to commemorate their final year in sports.

The CTA Charger boys 
ended the basketball sea-
son with a record of 15-4. 
After a rough 2-3 start in 
2017, the Chargers went on 
an impressive 12-game win 
streak to start off the 2018 
part of the season. After 
suffering a tough loss in the 
final regular season game, 
the Chargers bounced back 
to win their first post-season 
tournament in school histo-
ry with a combined score of 
142-45 in two games.

In addition to one of the 
best seasons the team has 
ever had, numerous records 
were broken for scoring, 
rebounding, assists, steals, 
and blocks for both individ-
ual seasons and for players’ 
careers. Some of the re-
cords that were set include: 

Career Scoring, Single 
Season Assists, and Single 
Season Steals by Dawson 
Armstrong; Single Season 
and Single Game Scoring 
by James Hofstra; Single 
Season Rebounds by Collin 
Bishop; and Single Season 
Blocks by Charles Wortz.

The Lady Chargers 
wrapped up a great season 
and ended on two back-to-
back wins. Their overall 
record was 5-11. Howev-
er, the true victories for 
the team came from their 
progress as a team and the 
sportsmanship they exhibit-
ed. High school sports have 
so much to teach about life, 
and this team came togeth-
er and learned lessons that 
many teams never learn 
about: attitude, teamwork, 

work ethic, and sportsman-
ship. Our team was led 
by senior captain Autumn 
Watson and junior captain 
Brin Calkins. The team will 
lose two seniors as well as 
two first year, foreign ex-
change students. All four 
will be greatly missed, but 
the rest of the team is excit-
ed to continue their growth 
next season. High scorers 
for the season were soph-
omores Faith Watson and 
Hannah Hofstra and junior 
Brin Calkins. Great defen-
sive efforts were shown by 
senior Autumn Watson and 
8th grader Molly Wortz. 
In the words of our team: 
“T.E.A.M., together every-
one achieves more!” Great 
job, Lady Chargers!

Josh Hamilton and Omani Morales 
after regionals.

State bowling results
The girls bowling team wrapped 

up a great season at state on Friday, 
March 2, where they placed 17th out of 
18 teams. They had placed second at 
regionals, and won their conference. 

The Red Hawks also sent two indi-
vidual bowlers to state. Sophomore 
Omani Morales, the top girls bowler 
in the region, was eliminated in the 
first round of individual competition, 
as was senior Josh Hamilton, who had 
finished fourth at regionals.

 Congratulations to you all on a great 
season!

Cedar Springs Youth Wrestlers 
head to state

Cedar Springs Youth Wrestlers after a successful regionals. Photo by J. Troupe.

By Jacquie troupe

Thirty-eight Cedar 
Springs Youth Wrestlers 
competed at the Myway 
West Regionals March 10-
11 for the top four spots in 
each division to continue 
on to the State competition 

on March 23-25. 
The team placed 2nd in 

pins with 38 in 59:49; 3rd 
in techs with 4 in 14:23; 
and 1st in Team Points with 
586. The kids went 85-61 
for the weekend. 

According to Coach Scott 
Marsman, they are so proud 

of themselves and of their 
hard work and dedication. 
They are anxious for the 
State competition and are 
looking forward to the fun 
times with their teammates. 

In the 2011-13 division 
43lb class, Sierra Street-

WMP qualifiers for the state finals. Photo by B. Chong.

By Barbra Chong

West Michigan Pursuit entered 21 grapplers 
to wrestle at regionals last weekend, and 20 are 
advancing to the state finals in two weeks. Of the 
20 qualifiers, 13 are Regional Champions. As a 

team, they are currently ranked as follows: 
#5 for Most Pins/Least Time with 27 pins in 

42.11. 
#1 for most Tech Falls/Least Time with 8 tech 

falls in 22.16. 
WreStLerS - continues on page 15 

youtH - continues on page 15 

New FurnitureArriving weekly!

53 E. LakE St • Sand LakE, MI 

616-557-5000

15% Off ALL 
NEW Furniture

Emily Merlot Queen Storage Bed

sandlaketradingcompany.com
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Creative teChnologies aCademy
A Non-profit Public School Academy

Making a Difference in the Things That Matter!

Sweetheart Swirl

High School students groove to the music.

On February 17, the CTA 
Yearbook staff hosted a Valen-
tine’s Day dance, the Sweet-
heart Swirl, for high school 
students. The dance had to be 
rescheduled from its original-
ly planned date in January due 
to the school closing for ill-
ness; however, even after such 

a long wait, students still had 
an amazing night with a fun 
new theme incorporated.

Laughter filled the air of 
the CTA auditorium while 
students danced and enjoyed 
refreshments with friends. 
When CTA puts on a dance, 
it doesn’t matter if you at-

tend with a date or if you “fly 
solo”; the students that go 
make sure everyone is having 
an amazing time, on and off 
the dance floor. Thank you to 
everyone who helped out the 
with the planning, set up, tear 
down, and who helped onsite 
that night!

CTA Students are Olympics Learners - Read for 
the GOLD!

Elementary students bear their class flags at the Opening Ceremonies to kick of March is
reading Month.

This year, to celebrate 
March is Reading Month, 
our CTA Elementary students 
exercised their minds as they 
worked to reach a build-
ing-wide goal of filling their 
olympic “torches.”

For every book read at 
home or in school, each stu-
dent filled out an olympic 
flame and placed it on his or 
her grade level olympic torch. 
When they finish filling their 
olympic torches at the end of 
March, students will celebrate 
at their closing ceremonies. 
CTA has hosted several guest 
readers throughout this month 
in an effort to foster an enthu-
siastic love of books and mo-
tivate our CTA CHARGERS 
to be lifelong readers! CTA 
is on a mission to CHANGE 
THE WORLD as Olympic 
Readers!

Exploring Culture 
Through Art

The masks are nearing completion.

Students in Mr. Cusack’s 4th and 5th hour Transitions 
Class have been making masks from around the world. This 
project came about as a result of being granted an Artist in

Residence through the organization, Artists Creating 
Together Residency Program (ACT). CTA was granted a 
10-hour residency with local ACT teaching artist Kathy 
Keehn.

The project allows exposure to other cultures and artistic 
mediums that the students may not have had the opportu-
nity to experience. It is a multi-step project taking place 
over the

course of five weeks in February and March. The art ac-
tivity requires planning and perseverance by the students 
with an end result in mind. Students have to use a variety 
of skills during the mask-making process, which include 
listening, following directions, hand-eye coordination, and 
spatial organization of their mask development.

SCHOOL CALENDAR
March  19  15th Parent/Superintendent Town Hall  
   Meeting - 6 pm
  19-22  Student-Led Conferences
  23 Early Release Day
  26 Talent Show
  29 Early Release Day (Students and Staff)
   Battle of the Books
  30  No school for students and staff
April  2-6  Spring Break
  13  Early Release Day
  27  Early Release Day
* Early Release Dismissal Schedule
● K-5 Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.
● 6-12 Dismissal at 12:45 p.m.

Enchanted Snow Ball 
Transports Guests To 
Another World

The CTA auditorium was transformed into a magical ice castle with 
lights, snowflakes, glitter bows, balloon columns, and white linen ta-
bles for the Annual Daddy Daughter Dance in February. The young 
ladies were dressed elegantly as they stood with their Prince Charm-
ing and waited for the doors to open. The doors opened to invite them 
in, and their eyes were filled with wonder! The smiles showed amaze-
ment at the transformation of the venue. Kings and their princesses 
danced and feasted on wonderful hors d’oeuvres and punch. Each girl 
was given a snowflake necklace to commemorate the evening. It was 
a beautiful event that was possible only with the help of the many 
volunteers who helped plan, decorate, set up, tear down, and serve 
onsite during the event. Thank you to all who volunteered and for all 
those who attended!

The PA teacher liaison Kayla Campbell gath-
ered with some of her students at the dance.
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636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

(616) 439-3400
North End Tire & Auto

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

Brynadette 
Powell

Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.Brynadette.com Your original

hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

Check out our 
e-edition @

 cedarspringspost.com/
e-newspaper-2/

Public Notice
city of cedar SPriNgS

Special Meeting of the
cedar Springs city council

tuesday, March 27, 2018
Monday, april 2, 2018

6:00 p.m.
Cedar Springs City Hall

66 S. Main St.
Cedar Springs, Michigan

The purpose of the meeting is to
hold a budget workshop 

on the 2018 – 2019 Fiscal Year Budget
and to discuss any other business that may 

come before the City Council.

Dated:  March 9, 2018 Rebecca Newland
City Clerk

616.696.1330

Public Notice
city of cedar SPriNgS

Summary of the regular 
Meeting of the

cedar Springs city council
thursday, March 8, 2018

7:00 P.M.

Cedar Springs City Hall
66 S. Main St.

Cedar Springs, Michigan

The Meeting Was Called To Order At 7:00 P.M. 
By Mayor Hall.  The Pledge Of Allegiance Was 
Recited.  Eight Councilmembers Were Present. 
One Person Addressed The Council During The 
Public Comments. There Were No Scheduled 
Public Hearings; The Agenda And The Consent 
Agenda Were Approved With Revisions. Action 
Taken: Set Budget Workshop, Resolution 
2018-08 To Approve The Revised Community 
Development Block Grant Sidewalk Project Plan, 
To Allow City Manager To Place A Sign On City 
Property For The Farmers Market, Library Budget 
Amendments, April 19 Community Night, FTCH 
Bridge Inspection, Non-Binding Agreement With 
Baird, Starkbierfest 2018 Discussions Were 
Held On: Summer Celebration Event, Citizen 
Sponsored Benches On Main Street, Signs On 
The Clock Tower, Morley Park Reservation, 
And Fire Department Symbol For Use For The 
Summer Festival, (Agenda Items). The Meeting 
Was Adjourned At 8:50 P.M.  A Complete Copy Of 
The Minutes Is Available In The Office Of The City 
Clerk And Will Be Posted On The City’s Website 
Upon Approval.

Dated: March 15, 2018 Rebecca Newland
City Clerk

616.696.1330

www.EnsleyTeam.com
616.696.SOLD

Your Local Real Estate Agents

FIVE STAR REAL ESTATE 
4601 LAKE MICHIGAN DR • GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49534 

• 616.293.5297 • FIVESTARMICHIGAN.COM

FOR
SALE

THE ENSLEY
TEAM

616.293.5297

FIVE STAR REAL ESTATE • 4601 LAKE MICHIGAN DR, GRAND RAPIDS, MI 49534 • 616.293.5297 • FIVESTARMICHIGAN.COM

For ALL of your excavating needs...
• CommerCial • residential

Over 40 years experience
Owner Richard Opper
State LicenSed | inSured
17950 Pine Lake Dr. | Sand Lake

616.636.5163
cell 616.437.6996

• Total Site Preparation
• Prep for New Homes
• Basements • Additions
• Water & Sewer Lines
• Driveways 
• Tree Removal
• Sand • Top Soil • Gravel
• Crushed Concrete
• AND moRe

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year

Support YOUR local newspaper
Attention Businesses!

and give back to the community you serve! 

advertise in 

Call a Sales Rep TODAY!
616-696-3655

Halt! In the name of the turtle police! 

Gavin Lillie, 8, is holding up traffic on Johnson Road, in 

Gowen, while big brother, Gabriel, 10, helps this beautiful 

painted turtle cross the road. The two boys are the sons of 

Carla Lillie, of Cedar Springs.

Thanks, Gavin and Gabriel! We’ll be sending you a cer-

tificate and a pin for the Post Turtle Rescue Team.

For other readers, there’s still time—send us your photo 

of a turtle rescue to postnews@charter.net and include a 

brief message and your contact info.

Forget - continues on page 9

Polar - continues on page 20
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Mobile home fire deemed arson
A mobile home fire that occurred in Cedar 

Springs Mobile Estates last week is being in-

vestigated as arson.

The fire broke out about 1:30 a.m. Thursday, 

May 20, at 329 Sarah. The Cedar Springs Fire 

Department arrived on scene within six min-

utes and quickly extinguished the blaze. 

Fire Chief Jerry Gross said that the fire start-

ed in a bedroom and was mostly contained to 

that area. No one was at home at the time of 

fire.
The fire department was called out again to 

the mobile home on Friday afternoon, after 

someone thought they heard a beeping, like a 

smoke detector going off. It turned out to be a 

false alarm.

According to Cedar Springs Police Chief 

Roger Parent, a fire investigator made the de-

termination of arson this week.

Parent said the fire was suspicious from the 

beginning because the police had been to that 

address earlier in the day on a report from a co-

owner that property had been removed from 

Turtle rescue!

“Polar bears” a true test of courage

by Judy reed

Men and women across the 

world cheered when the armi-

stice was signed on November 11, 

1918. It meant the end of the Great 

War—World War I. One group of 

men soldiered on, however, in 

the subfreezing temperatures of 

northern Russia, and wondered 

when they would be called home; 

they wondered, as days turned 

into months, if they had been for-

gotten.
The men, a majority of them 

from Michigan, dubbed them-

selves the “Polar Bears.”

It was the summer of 1918. The 

U.S. Army’s 85th Division, made 

up mostly of men from Michi-

gan and Wisconsin, finished their 

training at Fort Custer, Battle 

Creek, and sailed to England. 

While some were sent to France, 

the home. He asked if anyone has information about the fire to call the 

Cedar Springs Police Department at 696-1311, or Silent Observer at 

(616) 774-2345, or toll free at (866) 774-2345. You can also text a tip to 

CRIMES (274637). The keyword TIP138 must appear on the first line 

of your text message in order to reach Silent Observer. 

5,000 troops of the 339th Infantry 

and support units (one battalion 

of the 310th Engineers, the 337th 

Field Hospital, and the 337th Am-

bulance Company) were issued 

Russian weapons and equipment 

and sailed for Archangel, a Rus-

sian port on the White Sea, 600 

miles north of Moscow. They 

were under British command.

It was never completely under-

Soldier on watch in deep snow in northern Russia during the winter of 1918-1919.

Lest we forget
Memorial Day is a day to remember and honor those that gave their 

lives while defending our country. It’s also a day to remember all those 

that have served and are now deceased. Inside this issue are the names 

of veterans buried in area cemeteries, and we honor them with this issue 

of The Cedar Springs Post, on pages 11-14. If you know of a veteran’s 

name that is missing from the list, please let us know and we’ll add them 

for next year.

Residents will gather at this monument in the Algoma Township Memorial 

Park, located across the street from Algoma Baptist Church, on Grange Av-

enue Monday for Memorial Day services. The park was dedicated last Me-

morial Day. Post photo by J. Reed

There will be several memorial activities and ceremonies taking place 

this weekend that residents are encouraged to take part in:

The Cedar Springs Historical Society is having its 10th Annual Cem-

etery Walk, Sunday, May 30 at 2:00 p.m. to honor veterans of all wars. 

This years veterans will be Ebenezer Jewell, War of 1812; John Roys, 

Mexican/American War; Alfred Plumb, Spanish/American War; Abram 

S. Tuttle, Civil War; Frank VanLew, World War I; Russell, George and 

William Schultz, World War II; Charles Haynes, Korean War; Thomas 

Post photo by J. Reed
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Vintage cars help raise funds 

for museum
By Tom Noreen

 
Even an overcast morning with a few sprinkles 

did not keep the 58 registered auto buffs from 

bringing their vintage wheels to Morley Park 

last Saturday, July 27, according to Cedar 

Springs Historical Museum Director Sharon 

Jett. The annual car show each summer is 

one of the museum’s biggest fundraisers.

Historical Society President Fred 

Gunnell, welcomed me to the 

show and Sally Grayvold 

wanted to make sure 

I got my name in 

the bucket for the 

50/50 drawing, 

which was won by 

Darwin Spear of 

Grand Haven.
There was a good 

mix of vehicles to look 

at as you walked the line. 

Some looked mint-out-of-the-

box such as Phil Harrison’s 1957 Chevy, 

while others were works in progress. There were 

sports cars, family sedans and pickup trucks. Some 

were stock and others were modified like Gene Niel-

sen’s 1935 Ford pickup he had been working on for 

the last 3-1/2 years. Carl Anderson had it in his barn 

for a number of years before Gene picked it up and 

started work on it.
One gentleman had a pair of 1940’s era military 

jeeps. One painted Army olive drab with a pedestal 

mount machine gun and the other in Air Force blue. 

Both had trailers and were in better shape than my jeep 

was in the 101st Airborne Division back in the 1970s.

Music by the Patin Sisters, Pat and RoseAnne, drift-

ed through the air along with the aroma of grilled hot 

dogs provided by the Cedar Springs FFA.

A big thank you to all the sponsors who helped make 

the fundraiser a success! 

Crash punctures dump truck gas tank

Solon Township 
shows off town hall

Solon’s new township hall has a 2,000-square foot meeting room that        

residents can rent. Post photo by J. Reed.

By Judy Reed

A crash at the corner of 

Main and Muskegon Streets 

in Cedar Springs last week 

Thursday, July 25, resulted 

in a gas spill from a dump 

truck leaving a construction 

zone.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police officer Chad 

Potts, a jeep driven by Car-

oline Bartlett, 68, of Cedar 

Springs, was heading east-

bound on Muskegon Street 

about 2:45 p.m., when it 

approached the Main Street 

intersection and tried to turn 

right. When the driver real-

ized she couldn’t make the 

turn and was going to hit the 

barricade, she tried to abort 

the turn and went straight, 

and struck the driver’s side 

of a Dean’s Excavating 

truck that was heading north 

through the intersection. The 

crash ruptured the fuel tank 

on the dump truck and Ce-

dar Springs firefighters and 

others worked at the scene 

to clean up the spill.
Neither the driver of the 

jeep nor the driver of the 

dump truck, Gary Wall, 55, 

of Leroy, were transported 

to the hospital. They sought 

their own medical attention. 

In a related incident, a fire-

fighter at Main and Church 

Street was directing traffic 

away from the accident, 

when a southbound pickup 

with yellow lights rotating 

proceeded through that in-

tersection without stopping 

and bumped the firefighter 

with his mirror. He was not 

injured and no citation was 

issued.
According to Cedar 

Springs Police Chief Roger 

Parent, the truck was owned 

by Dean’s Excavating and 

had been called in to help 

with the cleanup. But the 

firefighter didn’t know that. 

Parent cautioned citizens 

to always stop and identify 

themselves if they need to be 

at the scene of an accident. 

“When in doubt, they should 

stop. They shouldn’t think 

that everyone knows what 

they are there for,” he said. 

By Judy Reed

Solon Township held an open 

house last Saturday, July 27 to 

show off the new township hall 

to residents. Throngs of visitors 

were treated to a hotdog lunch 

and other free refreshments, as 

well as a tour of the facility. The 

Solon Township Fire Department 

also had an engine there for kids 

to tour.
The township approved the 

building of the 6,000 square-

foot hall with community room 

in the fall of 2011. The building 

has 4,000 square feet of offices, 

a 2,000 square-foot community 

room, in floor boiler heat, 2x6 ex-

terior sidewalls, about four inches 

of spray foam insulation, a brick 

exterior, steel roof, LED lighting 

which operates automatically, 

some heated sidewalks, plenty of 

handicap parking, and a security 

system with cameras that can be 

viewed remotely. 
Supervisor Bob Ellick told the 

Post in June that the total cost of 

the building would be between 

$860,000 and $880,000 when 

completed.

Photo by 
Tom Noreen

Post photo by J. Reed.

Post photo by J. Reed.

Thank you 
to our 

Advertisers for
Keeping the 

post coming!
#shopthepost

The Post asked Reed what would be the plan moving 
forward after hearing all the concerns Monday evening. 
“Each of our decisions is made objectively on the facts, 
both positive and negative. The Board will continue to 
listen to the community voice their concerns and will ob-
jectively evaluate these claims as part of Superintendent 
Van Duyn’s upcoming evaluation. Prior boards on three 
occasions have rated the Superintendent as Highly Effec-
tive.”

She also said any formal complaints brought to the 
board would be investigated. “CSPS has established pol-
icies and procedures in place for students, staff and par-
ents to report complaints within the District. Each formal 
complaint brought to our attention is investigated and ad-
dressed accordingly,” said Reed.

Todd Norman, who will moderate the community meet-
ing Thursday evening at Solon Township Hall, said the 
message was clear Monday evening. 

“The majority of the people of Cedar Springs are not 
happy with Leadership. They want a change. A recent sur-
vey showed the thing teachers want the most was a new 
Superintendent. Parents took a survey, too. In that survey 
the second most popular answer was new Superintendent. 
That was after security. The message was also clear that 
many felt board member Tim Bauer and his wife broke 
the Neola bylaws for publicly coming out against ‘the ho-
mosexual agenda’ on a Facebook post followed by a post 
that said, ‘To the degree that you have led this fight will 
be the degree God’s judgement will fall on you and your 
households.’

Many took this as a threat.”
Norman also remarked that a member of the communi-

ty made a comment that the board members and Dr. Van-
Duyn were making notes and passing them back and forth 
while community comments were going on. “I witnessed 
this as well,” he said. 

Some community members have questioned whether 
that might be a violation of the Open Meetings Act, since 
text messages and other private acts of communication 
are not allowed.   

“It’s time to make a change,” said Norman. “This isn’t 
ok anymore.”

To watch the entire March 12 board meeting, visit 
the school’s web page for videos at http://www.csred-
hawks.org/District/Board-of-Education/Meeting-Min-
utes--Agenda/Board-Meeting-Videos/index.html. (Please 
note that as of Wednesday evening, it had not yet been 
uploaded.)

Resignation
...continued from page 4
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Bear
...continued from page 7

VOices / Views
The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 
350 words. The subject should be relevant to local 
readers, and the editor reserves the right to reject 
letters or edit for clarity, length, good taste, accu-
racy, and liability concerns. All submissions MUST 
be accompanied by full name, mailing address and 
daytime phone number. We use this information 
to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do not print 
anonymous letters, or acknowledge letters we do 
not use. Writers are limited to one letter per month. 
Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or send to 
Post Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Ce-
dar Springs, MI 49319.

Post Scripts

a bird feeder. Taking the feeders down before they are 
found by a bear can eliminate future problems,” said Keen. 
“A bear doesn’t just forget an easy meal, and wild animals 
can pick up habits.”  

During the spring and early summer, phone calls to the 
DNR from home and business owners frustrated with bear 
activity increase. While it is legal to feed birds, property 
owners may be creating an irreversible safety issue by pro-
viding food for bears. 

“Bears that receive a food reward when around homes, 
yards and neighborhoods typically lose their natural fear 
of humans and can become a potential threat to people and 
their pets,” Keen added.

The easiest thing people can do to avoid problems with 
bears is remove bird feeders during the spring and summer 
months. With an estimated 2,000-plus adult bears in the 
northern Lower Peninsula and almost 10,000 in the Upper 
Peninsula, there are plenty of bears searching for natural 
food that is plentiful in forests, fields and wetlands.

“Many people who live in northern Michigan remove 
their bird feeders during the spring and summer, but every 
year the spring sneaks up on us and suddenly, it is now that 
time of year,” said Keen. 

Wild animals should be appreciated from a distance. 
Michigan residents can help their neighborhoods and 
communities by removing bird feeders and other attrac-
tants. Garbage cans, dumpsters, barbeque grills, restaurant 
grease bins and bee hives also can attract bears to areas 
people frequent.

For your safety, never intentionally feed or try to tame 
bears – it is in your, and the bear’s, best interest. It is criti-
cal that bears retain their natural fear of humans.

Learn more about Michigan’s black bears and how to pre-
vent potential problemsby visiting michigan.gov/bear or by 
watching “The Bear Essentials” video at https://www.you-
tube.com/watch?v=y6c1c3qw7dg.

Disturbing facebook post
Dear Editor,

I have been watching the developments concerning 
the CSPS superintendent with interest as I have a young 
child in the school system. I have been waiting for facts 
to come out on either side. I look forward to the meeting 
that will be on the same day that the Post will be dis-
tributed to have some questions answered. I hope that 
many from the community will be able to attend what I 
hope will be a very informative meeting.  It will be held 
March 15 at 7pm, Solon Township hall.

I came across a disturbing Face Book post from one 
of the trustees that was recently appointed to the school 
board which I believe may call their judgement into 
question. Tim Bauer wrote on his page 

“Yesterday, in the afternoon, I heard from God 
regarding the turmoil that has filled our town. 
He will now bring to an end the rebellion that is 
fighting against His will. To the degree that you 
have led this fight will be the degree that God’s 
judgment will fall on you and your households. To 
the Christians that have joined themselves to this 
unholy alliance, may you repent quickly and sep-
arate yourselves from that which the Lord will ex-
pose as lies, deceit, and treachery against Him. His 
impartial justice has been declared. Woe to those 
who have called good evil and evil good, declar-
ing their cause to be righteous. A strong east wind 
will now blow away the dark clouds of confusion, 
giving way to the light of God’s glory in Cedar 
Springs, Michigan. Amen.”
I am not sure what I find most disturbing. It could 

be that this man feels that God speaks directly to him, 
and potentially him alone, or that anyone who disagrees 
with his position will receive the wrath of God. What 
is more disturbing is that our school board thought that 
this gentleman was a good choice. It makes me much 
more open to the idea that perhaps they misjudged the 
character of our current superintendent as well.

When teachers feel so trapped that they feel the need 
to appeal directly to the public, it is time to take notice. 

Molly Nixon, 
Cedar Springs

Thanks for presenting both sides
Dear Post,

Thanks for the way you presented two different views 
of the Cedar Springs school system. 

It’s good to hear about all of the security work going 
on, especially that there is a full time sheriff deputy.

Sally Thompson, 
Cedar Springs

creasing Research Activities, to their Form 941, Employer’s 
Quarterly Federal Tax Return.

To claim a research credit, taxpayers must evaluate and 
document their research activities contemporaneously (i.e. 
over the period of time in which the research occurs) to es-
tablish the amount of qualified research expenses paid for 
each qualified research activity. While taxpayers may esti-
mate some research expenses, taxpayers must have a factual 
basis for the assumptions used to create the estimates.

Unsupported claims for the research credit may subject 
taxpayers to penalties. Taxpayers should carefully review re-
ports or studies prepared by third parties to ensure they accu-
rately reflect the taxpayer’s activities. Third parties who are 
involved in the preparation of improper claims or research 
credit studies also may be subject to penalties

Fuel Tax Credit Scams
Fraud involving the fuel tax credit is considered a frivolous 

tax claim and can result in a penalty of $5,000. Furthermore, 
illegal scams can lead to significant penalties and interest and 
possible criminal prosecution. IRS Criminal Investigation 
works closely with the Department of Justice to shutdown 
scams and prosecute the criminals behind them.

The fuel tax credit is generally limited to off-highway 
business use or use in farming.  Consequently, the credit is 
not available to most taxpayers. Still, the IRS routinely finds 
unscrupulous tax return preparers who have enticed sizable 
groups of taxpayers to erroneously claim the credit to inflate 
their refunds.

The federal government taxes gasoline, diesel fuel, kero-
sene, alternative fuels and certain other types of fuel. Certain 
commercial uses of these fuels are nontaxable. Individuals 
and businesses that purchase fuel for one of those purposes 
can claim a tax credit by filing Form 4136, Credit for Federal 
Tax Paid on Fuels.

The tax is on fuels used to power vehicles and equipment 
on roads and highways. Taxes paid for fuel to power vehicles 
and equipment used off-road may qualify for the tax credit 
and may include farm equipment, certain boats, trains and 
airplanes.

Improper claims for the fuel tax credit generally come in 
two forms. An individual or business may make an erroneous 
claim on their otherwise legitimate tax return. It is also possi-
ble for an identity thief to claim the credit as part of a broader 
fraudulent scheme.

The IRS has taken a number of steps to improve compli-
ance processes involving fuel tax credits. IRS compliance 
systems are preventing a significant number of questionable 
fuel tax credit claims from being processed. For example, 
new identity theft screening filters have also improved the 
IRS’s ability to identify questionable fuel tax credit claims 
during return processing. 

Credits
...continued from page 8

• Approximately 200,000 fewer discharged patients 
would be readmitted within 30 days.

“The country’s best hospitals have proven that an unre-
lenting focus on quality, supported by constant measurement 
against peer performance benchmarks, can drive improved 
outcomes while reducing costs and growing profit margins,” 
said Jean Chenoweth, senior vice president, 100 Top Hospi-
tals Programs, IBM Watson Health. “Congratulations to this 
25th anniversary class of 100 Top Hospitals who have helped 
raise the bar for healthcare in the U.S. and improve the 
healthcare experiences of the people in their communities.”

The winning hospitals were announced in the March 5th 
edition of Modern Healthcare magazine.

For more information, visit www.100tophospitals.com. 

Hospital
...continued from page 8

Post scripts 
are online @

http://cedarspringspost.com/
category/voices-and-views/

post-scripts/



Meet Becca! She is a 4 year old Pit Bull Terrier mix. 
Becca is such a goofy girl who loves to to run around and 
show-off her favorite toys. She would love a household 
willing to provide her regular exercise or has a fenced 
in backyard. Becca would make a great running partner! 
She knows several commands and is eager to learn. Bec-
ca has previously lived with a cat successfully. Her energy 
level should be considered around small children. Becca 
would do best with male dogs, however should meet any 
before going home with one. If you’re interested in her, 

please visit Humane Society of West Michigan.

Meet Ike! He is a 4 year old domestic short hair kitty. Ike loves 
to pose for pictures, receive pets, and give nose kisses. He has 
lived with cats previously and seems to do well as long there are 
multiple litter boxes in the home. Ike would love a owner that al-
lows him time and gives him patience to acclimate to his new sur-
roundings. Ike would be a great addition to many homes!  If you’re 
interested in him, please visit Humane Society of West Michigan.
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For more information on the Humane Society of West Michigan, 
call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077 Wilson NW,  

just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road during adoption hours 
or visit www.hswestmi.org

Hours: Tuesday-Friday 12pm-7pm and 
Saturday-Sunday 11am-4pm.
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Smooth riding, great running 
2006 Buick rainier CXL with 
123,000 miles, $5,500.00. 1994 
Sunbird 16 ft. Watercraft with 
V6 inboard motor and trailer, 
$3,500.00. 616-696-1882. 
#11,12p

Winchester 70, .003 WinMag, 
brake bolt composite, Leupold 
VII ammo, $650.00. 616-813-
8473 leave message. #11p

Informational Meetings
The Brook of Cedar Springs will be hosting 

informational meetings at the 
Cedar Springs Community Library, 

107 N. Main St., Cedar Springs
on Thursdays in March, 10am - 4pm

 If you would like to meet with our 
representatives, please call 989-745-6500 

to set up an appointment.
Come see what we have to offer! 

Pricing • Room Availability • Services & Amenities
We are excited to become a part of the Cedar Springs Community

Refreshments will be provided 
visit our website: BrookRetirement.com

Notice to 
all creditors:
the cloe a. Haywood 
revocable trust
The Settlor, Chloe A. Hay-
wood, date of birth Decem-
ber 20, 1932, who lived at 84 
6 Mile Road NE, Comstock 
Park, Michigan 49321, died 
February 19, 2018. There 
is no personal representa-
tive of the settlor’s estate to 
whom Letters of Administra-
tion have been issued.
Creditors of the decedent are 
notified that all claims against 
The Chloe A. Haywood Re-
vocable Trust u/a/d August 
8, 2005, as amended, will be 
forever banned unless pre-
sented to Pamel A. Howland, 
Trustee, within four months 
after the date of publication.
Notice is further given that 
the Trust will thereafter be 
assigned and distributed to 
the persons entitled to it.
Theresa K. Phelps (P41888)
6585 Belding Road, Ste C
Rockford, MI 49341
(616) 866-0902
Pamela A. Howland, Trustee
c/o 6585 Belding Road, Ste C
Rockford, MI 49341
(616) 866-0902
Dated: March 15, 2018

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 
616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

NEw LIsTINg
2,560 sq. ft. 

4 bedroom home
2 stall garage

handicap ramp 
& all the extras

$105,000

PEOPLE WHO KNOW 
REAL ESTATE BEST!
616-696-3300

Fax 616-696-3311

View our website
stoutgroup.net

Who do you know   
Who’s

LOOKING TO BUY 
OR 

SELL REAL ESTATE

(616) 915-6414
leon@stoutgroup.net

4330 17 Mi le Rd., 
Cedar Spr ings, MI

Direct 24/7

STOUT
Leon

REALTOR® - CONSULTANT

I am trying to locate Brendan M. 
Flintoff of Howard City in regards 
to a paternity test scheduled for 
March 23rd. Please Contact me 
231-445-5802. #11p 

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Found: Tan & white, long haired 
cat. Found in the area of Pine 
Lake and 17 Mile about the 14th 
of February. Call 616-696-8018. 
#9

PETS of the WEEk
Humane Society of West Michigan’s

Notice to 
all creditors:
the edward e. erhard 
living trust
The Settlor, Edward E. Er-
hard, date of birth October 
12, 1947, who lived at 10780 
Walander NE, Cedar Springs, 
Michigan 49319, died Febru-
ary 20, 2018. There is no per-
sonal representative of the 
settlor’s estate to whom Let-
ters of Administration have 
been issued.
Creditors of the decedent are 
notified that all claims against 
The Edward E. Erhard Liv-
ing  Trust u/a/d February 13, 
2018, as amended, will be 
forever banned unless pre-
sented to Cindy M. Klomp, 
Trustee, within four months 
after the date of publication.
Notice is further given that 
the Trust will thereafter be 
assigned and distributed to 
the persons entitled to it.
Theresa K. Phelps (P41888)
6585 Belding Road, Ste C
Rockford, MI 49341
(616) 866-0902
Cindy M. Klomp, Trustee
c/o 6585 Belding Road, Ste C
Rockford, MI 49341
(616) 866-0902
Dated: March 15, 2018

DeaDLINe: Monday by 5:00 p.m. 
No BilliNg - 

All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
PriCiNg: $12.00 for first 25 words,

20¢ for each additional word (pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The PoST 
616.696.3655
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School Bus Drivers 
We’ll train you to be the best School Bus Driver for General 
Education and Special Needs Students. $13.25 per hour, 
split shift required, benefits available. CDL required – we 
offer FREE training!  Must have excellent driving history, 
pass background check and remain drug free. We look 
forward to meeting you in person Monday-Friday or apply 
online at www.deantransportation.com/jobs. 

2601 Veterans Parkway 
Trenton, MI 48183 

Make a difference in the lives 
of kids – and get paid for it!

$16.00 per hour to start with competitive benefits package provided 
including health insurance, 401K, and paid time off.

No prior professional driving experience required - we provide paid training to 
achieve a Commerical Driver’s License. 

Excellent driving history required. Must pass background check,
physical exam and ongoing drug screening.

Apply online at www.deantransportation.com/jobs 
or in person Mon-Fri at one of our offices:

School Bus Drivers 
We’ll train you to be the best School Bus Driver for General 
Education and Special Needs Students. $13.25 per hour, 
split shift required, benefits available. CDL required – we 
offer FREE training!  Must have excellent driving history, 
pass background check and remain drug free. We look 
forward to meeting you in person Monday-Friday or apply 
online at www.deantransportation.com/jobs. 

2601 Veterans Parkway 
Trenton, MI 48183 

Train for a Rewarding Career
Join the Dean Team!

Now hiring school bus drivers 
  Immediate postitions available.             

204 E. Muskegon Street, Cedar Springs
351 N. Main Street, Kent City
900 Union Ave. NE, Grand Rapids

4155 Trade Drive, Grand Rapids
429 S. Union Street, Sparta

er scored 27 TMP (tied for 70th), placed 4th. Brycen Al-
ber placed 5th. In the 52lb class Nolan Averill had 2 pins 
in 2:30 (73rd), 38 TMP (tied for 24th) and placed 2nd. In the 
55lb class Dillon VanDyke had 2 pins in 1:20 (43rd), his fast-
est pin was :36 (tied for 70th) and he placed 3rd. The Cham-
pion in the 64lb class was Jaxon Fitzgerald. He had 2 pins 
in 2:11 (62nd), his fastest pin was :11 (4th). The Champion 
in the 67lb class was Ben Streeter. His fastest pin was 1:58.

In the 2009-10 divisions, Tucker Dines scored 55 TMP 
(most on the team and tied for 3rd) and placed 6th in the 52lb 
class. Caleigh Wood had 2 pins in 3:32 (94th) and placed 
5th in the 55lb class. Tucker Crystal had a pin in 1:17 and 
placed 3rd in the 58lb class. The Champion in the 67lb class 
was Chasyn Winchel. His fastest pin was :27 (tied for 40th). 
Alex Hanes placed 3rd in the 72lb class. The Champion in 
the 77lb class was Jon Libera.  He had 2 pins in 2:28 (tied for 
72nd). Zach Vu placed 5th in the 97lb class. 

In the 2008 division Deegan Pike placed 5th in the 63lb 
class. Austin Averill placed 6th in the 67lb class. Spencer 
Schoenborn placed 4th in the 67lb class. The Champion in 
the 71lb class was Blake Falan. He had 3 pins in 4:31 (15th), 
his fastest pin was :25 (tied for 28th).

Olivia Lawson placed 3rd in the 85lb class. 
In the 2007 divisions Trenton Perez placed 3rd in the 59lb 

class. Brandson Wood placed 3rd in the 63lb class. Kaiden 
Dreyer had one Tech in 2:20(12th), scored 53 TMP (7th) and 
placed 3rd in the  80lb class. Rory Shoenborn had two Techs 
in 8:13 (7th), 48 TMP (9th) and placed 5th in the 80lb class. 
Gavyn Byxbe placed 3rd in the 85lb class. Hudson Crystal 
had 2 pins in 2:24 (68th) and he placed 2nd in the 90lb class. 
Dakota Winchel placed 2nd 
in the 130lb class. 

In the 2006 division Wy-
att Cooper placed 2nd in the 
183lb class.

In the 2005 divi-
sion  Gabe Gair had two 
pins in 2:00(57th), 1 Tech 
in 3:50 (49th) and placed 5th 
in the 105lb class. 

In the 2004 divisions the 

Youth
...continued from page 10

#3 for most Pins/Tech Falls/Least Time with 35 in 64.27. 
#4 for Most total match points 413 points and #1 for Winning 

Percentage 58 wins/11 Losses 82% win ratio. 
Individual placements are as follows: 52 lb Tatianna Castillo, 

7/8 age group finished 5th Place. 95 lb Blake Hammer, 2004 
age group; 100 lb Isa Starr, 2007 age group and 67 lb Kamden 
Witte, 2007 age group finished 3rdPlace. 55 lb Kaleb Pautke,7/8 
age group; 58 lb Aaiden Vasquez, 7/8 age group and 59 lb Kellen 
Weckesser, 2008 age group finished 2nd Place. 

2018 Regional Champions are 67 lb Evan Andrews,2008 age 
group; 70 lb Xavier Carpentier, 2005 age group; 63 lb Quinten 
Cassiday, 2008 age group; 75 lb Harper Cheng, 2007 age group; 
43 lb Brody Compau, 7/8 age group; 67 lb Luke Egan, 2007 age 
group; 64 lb Drew Moro, 7/8 age group; 75 lb Tyler Parmeter, 
2008 age group; 85 Blake Peasley, 2007 age group; 138 lb Aar-
on Smith, HS; 80 lb Isaiah Sostenes, 2007 age group; 65 lb Josh 
Vasquez, 2006 age group and 49 lb Blake Werkema, 7/8 age 
group. 

We also want to recognize some grapplers who have practiced 
with us full time all season but do not currently wrestle under 
WMP: 

63 lb Hunter Eek, 2008 age group finished 3rd Place; and 80 lb 
Alex Buskirk, 2007 age group finished 2nd Place. 

2018 Regional Champions are 55 lb Tanner Cowles, 7/8 age 
group; 75 lb Ian Cook, 2006 age group and 75 lb Ayden Mc-
Clurken, 2007 age group. 

WMP also recognizes the hard work of the following grapplers: 
Quinten Cassiday and Brody Compau, who earned their back to 
back Regional Championships; Tyler Parmeter, Josh Vasquez and 
Blake Werkema earned their 3rd consecutive Regional Champi-
onship; Ayden McClurken, Drew Moro and Blake Peasley earned 
their 4th consecutive Regional Championship; and Luke Egan 
earned his 5th consecutive Regional Championship. 

“These kids continue to exceed my expectations week after 
week,” said head coach Dave Andrus. “They have diligently 
pushed themselves and each other to get where they are right now. 
Going into the State Finals in a few weeks, I have the highest of 
confidence on their performance. A very special thank you to Bill, 
Aaron and all of my supportive parents. We are not coaching an 
elite group of All Stars. We are showing them the path it takes to 
realize their hard work come to fruition to be recognized as an All 
Star. This is what I strive for.” 

Wrestlers
...continued from page 10

while investors may insist on a position on the board of 
directors or expect to give management and technical 
advice, they are rarely interested in day-to-day manage-
ment issues unless the survival of the business and their 
investment are at stake.

Before taking the next step for obtaining venture capi-
tal, get outside advice. Talk with your accountant and tax 
advisor. You should also contact SCORE “Counselors to 
America’s Small Business.” SCORE is a nonprofit or-
ganization with more than 35 volunteer counselors in the 
Grand Rapids office, who provide free and confidential 
advice to veteran entrepreneurs and those just starting 
out, or find a counselor online at www.scoregr.org.

Free and Confidential Counseling
SCORE, 111 Pearl Street NW
Grand Rapids, MI 49503
(616) 771-0305   wwwscoregr.org
E-mail:  score@grandrapids.org

Business
...continued from page 9

Our AlreAdy lOw Prices!
10-50% OFF

Hours: Mon-sat 9-6 • Closed sunday
delivery & GiFt CertiFiCates available

lAyAwAy NOw 
ANd PAy with 

yOur tAx reFuNd!

TAX Refund

SALE

Northtown Greenville • 616-754-6101
Furniture & Appliance

NORTHTOWN
Larry’s 

ON clOseOut, discONtiNued
ANd ONe-OF-A-KiNd items
thrOughOut the stOre!

Champion in the 114lb class was Carter Falan. He had two 
pins in 2:28. Logan Troupe had a pin in 2:11and placed 4th 
in the 122lb class. Ben Brunner had a pin in 1:22and placed 
3rd in the 122lb class. The Champion in the 170lb class was 
Maston Wood. He had a pin in 4:04.

In the 2003 division Ashly Erxleben placed 6th.
In the 2002-03 HS division Andrew VanGessel had a pin 

in 2:29and placed 5th in the 115lb class.
In the 1999-2001 division David Erxleben placed 5th in 

the 133lb class.

W E L C O M I N G  N E W  PAT I E N T S !

·	 CLEANINGS
·	 COSMETIC DENTISTRY
·	 TOOTH WHITENING
·	 INVISALIGN
·	 TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS

* Contact our office to verify acceptance of your plan.

·	 IMPLANT RESTORATIONS
·	 CROWNS/BRIDGES/DENTURES
·	 ROOT CANALS
·	 EXTRACTIONS
·	 EMERGENCY SERVICE

OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY- THURSDAY 8AM-5PM
20 E CHURCH ST NE, CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319

“WE LOVE TO SEE YOU SMILE”
Dr. Andy Setaputri

WE PROVIDE COMPLETE DENTAL CARE FOR ADULTS AND KIDS. 

We accept most dental insurances including Delta Dental traditional and PPO plans.* 

616-696-9420 
www.micedardental.com

NOW OpeN Fridays 8am-2pm
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