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Benefit to help family of
third grader with cancer

Inside this
issue
More winter fun

March 24, 6-8 p.m. at Beach
Elementary
By Judy Reed

In September 2015, Emma Orr was a
beautiful, happy girl who loved sparkles,
and loved being outdoors playing with her
kittens and running hot wheels and monster trucks through the dirt. By the end
of the month, the sweet second-grader at
Beach Elementary was fighting for her life.
Emma lives here in Cedar Springs with
her mom and stepdad, Michelle Crawford
and Zak Fisk, and brother, Tyler, 11. Michelle related how she first knew something was wrong with Emma.
“Emma woke me up with a serious
bloody nose, and as the days followed, she
became very pale with high fevers and she
all but quit eating. Emma was admitted to
Helen DeVos Children’s Hospital September 24, 2015 and a series of tests were taken
including an MRI, bone marrow and blood

Three-year-old Lucas Harington,
enjoying the snow...
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Library cards

Emma sleeping soundly. Courtesy photo.

tests. On September 25, 2015, Emma was
diagnosed with stage 4 high risk Neuroblastoma. The cancer was found in her
shoulders, spine, left leg,
pelvic bones, in her liver
and around her liver.”
Michelle couldn’t believe what she heard. “I
was an emotional roller coaster running off
of 2-3 hours of sleep. I
was in denial at first because Emma was always
a healthy child,” she explained.
According to cancer.
gov, Neuroblastoma is a
disease in which malignant (cancer) cells form
in neuroblasts (immature
nerve tissue) in the adrenal gland, neck, chest,
or spinal cord. In stage
4, it has spread to distant lymph nodes or other parts of the body, and
may be hard to cure.
Emma started on treatment immediately. According to Michelle,
benefit - continues on page 16

The First Grade Library Card
Roundup ended with a Grand
Party at the Kent Theatre last
week...

Let the sun shine in

We may have had some much-needed outdoor sunshine
in the past week, but we are also celebrating sunshine of
another kind. March 12-18 is being celebrated as “Sunshine
Week” across the nation. Sunshine week is a week dedicated to shining a light on the importance of freedom of information, transparency and openness in government.
In this week’s paper, stories marked with a sunshine
week emblem show that they were made possible through
the Freedom of Information Act or Open Meetings Act. We
hope this will bring awareness to how much we depend on
an open, honest government.
It is important that citizens participate in our local government meetings and exercise their right to know. As responsible citizens working to keep our community strong,
healthy and vibrant, we need to keep the focus on having an
open government.
For more information on the FOIA and OMA acts visit
the Open Government Guide at www.rcfp.org/open-government-guide. You can learn about both federal and state
guidelines.

Beach third grader Emma Orr with her mom, Michelle Crawford, stepdad
Zak Fisk, and brother Tyler, 11. Courtesy photo.
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Festive fun

Turn your St. Patrick’s Day celebration into a chance to enjoy
Irish heritage...

A&E - pages 6-7

Reading month
Emma Orr has relapsed with Neuroblastoma in her brain and spine.
Courtesy photo.

Teen charged in
business break-in

A suspect has been
charged in the breaking and
entering of a local business
earlier this year.
On January 3, the Kent
County Sheriff Department
responded to a business
burglary at the Cedar Chest,
located at 61 N. Main
Street, in the City of Cedar Springs. An employee
contacted the Kent County
Sheriff’s Office, after finding the back door damaged

and that entry had been
gained. KCSD Deputies responded and processed the
scene. It was reported that
some items had been taken
from the store.
Through
investigative
leads, detectives were able
to locate a potential suspect in the case. Additional interviews and searches
were conducted leading
to 18-year-old Alexander
James Hirst being identified

as a suspect.
Hirst, a resident of the
City of Cedar Springs, was
charged by the Kent County Prosecutor’s Office with
one charge of breaking and
entering, and one charge of
safe breaking.
Alexander Hirst is currently in the Newaygo
County Jail on unrelated
charges and will be transferred to the Kent County
Jail upon release.

Senator Peter MacGregor
stopped by Creative Technologies Academy for a visit...

CTA - page 10
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Odyssey of the mind teams head to state More snow fun
finals
Three Odyssey of the Mind
teams from Cedar View Elementary will be heading to the
state finals this weekend after
placing at regionals in February.
The three teams traveled
to Greenville on February 25
to compete at Regionals and
finished with one first place
and two second places, which
allowed them to move on to
State Finals.
The first team that took first
place at Regionals did Problem
2 Odd-a-Bot: Coryn Wiles,
Ember Briggs, Brielle Sarniak,
Walker Glyshaw, Nathanael
Slager, Devin Jobson, and Silas Cartwright, all in 5th grade.
The second team which took
second place at Regionals did
Problem 3 It’s Time, OMER:
Dominic Vanderhyde and Michael Stevens, 4th grade; and
Emily Stevens, Kendall Fisk,
Alana Wiles, Jeremiah Slager,
Logan Redes, 3rd grade.
The third team took second
at Regional as well and did
Problem 1 Catch Us If You
Can: Kyla Robinson, Derek
Bordeaux, Kaden Kirkwood,
Riley Robb: all in 5th grade;
and Gavin Kirkwood in 4th
grade.
State Finals will be held on
March 18 at Thornapple Kellogg High School. By visiting
the miodyssey.com website
fans can see when they are performing that day.

Odyssey of the Mind Team 1.

Odyssey of the Mind Team 2.

This is three-year-old Lucas Harington, enjoying the
snow recently at his grandma and grandpa’s house, Lester
and Pamela Cooke, of Nelson Township. It doesn’t look
like he had much snow for his sled, but that didn’t appear
to dampen his enthusiasm! Thanks so much, Pamela, for
sending us your photo!
If you have winter fun, wildlife, or Post travels to… photos you’d like to send us, please email them to news@cedarspringspost.com. Include some information about the
photo, and include your name and contact info. We will
publish as space allows. Publication not guaranteed.

Be part of a focus group at North
Kent Community Services
North Kent Community
Services (NKCS) has partnered with the Dorothy A.
Johnson Center’s Community Research Institute at
Grand Valley State University to complete a community
needs assessment for northern Kent County. This initiative, funded in part by the
Sparta Community Foundation, Cedar Springs Rotary,
and Rockford Rotary, will
give insight to how NKCS
can best address the needs in
our community.

Odyssey of the Mind Team 3.

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

Brauhaus
&
Restaurant

I

RISH

The Community Research
Institute will be facilitating
and gathering information
from three community focus
groups. These groups will
be made up from individuals in the community whose
households’ income are at or
below the 200 percent federal poverty guidelines and
who have never received services from NKCS. The focus
groups will be held on:
Wednesday, March 22
from 6:00 to 7:00 p.m.
Friday, March 24 from

10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
Friday, March 31 from
10:00 to 11:00 a.m.
If you or somebody you
know are interested in attending one of these focus
groups, please call (616)
331-7585 to sign up. Attendance is limited to the first
30 people who reserve a
spot. Those who reserve a
spot and participate in any
of these focus groups will receive a $20 Meijer gift card.

Been in an accident?
We’ll Take It From Here

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

is the nation’s second
most frequently
reported ancestry,
ranking behind
German.

95 North MaiN | Cedar SpriNGS
CSBreW.CoM | (616) 696-Beer

Fixing Cars.
Helping people.
Greenville Location:
(616) 754-0307

Collision & Mechanical Services
12700 Old 14 Mile Rd NE | Greenville
Monday – Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

Cedar Springs Location:
(616) 696-1830
Collision Only Services

13399 White Creek Ave NE | Cedar Springs
Monday – Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

The Cedar Springs
Post Newspaper
Newspaper
4,281 Likes

Visit us at
www.facebook.com
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First grade library card celebration
The First Grade Library Card
Roundup ended with a Grand
Party at the Kent Theatre last
week to celebrate “March is
Reading Month.” The Cedar
Springs Public Library and
Kent District Library Branches from Nelson and Spencer

Townships each sponsored a
free ticket for all first graders
from the Cedar Springs Public
Schools and Creative Technologies Academy to see “Lego
Batman.” Invitations were for
Monday and Tuesday nights,
Library - continues on page 13
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(L to R): Sara Magnuson (Youth librarian at Nelson Township/Sand
Lake branch of KDL); Mary Shallman (Youth Paraprofessional at
Spencer Township branch of KDL); teen Sierra and her mom, CS author Amanda Litz; CS Librarian Donna Clark; and Mike Metzger, found
of the First Grade Library Card roundup. Courtesy photo.

The
Mike Metzger, who founded the First Grade Library Card drive 20-plus
years ago, is shown here with two of the attendees of the March is
Reading month celebration at the Kent last week. Courtesy photo.

Sheriff Department crime stats

The Kent County Sheriff Department has issued their
crime statistics for the year for the cities and townships they
patrol. Over the last few weeks, we have been sharing some
of those statistics. Below are statistics from the last three
townships in our area.
Spencer Township: Population: 3,960. Had 535 dispatched calls, 45 traffic stops. The top five dispatched calls
were for suspicious conditions/noise/subject (50); assists
(47); traffic crash-property damage (37) and alarms (27);
domestic argument-no assault (22). The top five criminal
offenses were domestic simple assault (19); obstructing justice (12); OUIL or OUID (9); driving law violations (9);
non-aggravated assault (8). The highest number of calls occur on Monday, then Saturday; the peak time of day is a tie:
4 p.m. and 8 p.m. The hotspots for service calls are in the
areas surrounded by Hemlock and Verlin.
Sparta Township: Population: 9,110. Had 934 dispatched
calls, 221 traffic stops. The top five dispatched calls were
for assists (110); suspicious condition/noise/subject (93);
traffic crash-property damage (71); domestic argument-no
assault (60); alarms (41). The top five criminal offenses: domestic simple assault (33); obstructing justice (27); intim-

idation/stalking (15); damage to property
(15); driving law violations (13).
The
highest number of calls occurs
on Sunday, with about 8 p.m.
being the peak time for calls. The
hotspot for service calls are in the
area of Viking and Long Lake
Drive; Glen Park; and the area of
Alpine, Schultz, and Vinton.
Tyrone Township: Population 6,107.
Had 946
dispatched calls, 91 traffic stops.
The top five dispatched calls were for assists (87); suspicious condition/noise/subject (77); traffic crash-property
damage (71); domestic argument-no assault (56); domestic
assault (36). The top five criminal offenses were domestic
simple assault (23); obstructing justice (19); intimidation/
stalking (13); violation of controlled substance (8); driving law violations (8). The highest number of calls occurs
on Friday, with about 8 p.m. being the peak time of day.
The hotspot for calls is in the area surrounding M-37, Main
Street, and Ball Creek; and the area of 17 Mile, Daily and
Nellie.

P ST
w w w. c e d a r s p r i n g s p o s t . c o m

36 E. Maple, P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, Michigan 49319,
phone: 616-696-3655 • fax 616-696-9010
published weekly, USPO third-class POSTal permit #81.

Publisher: .................................... Lois Allen
Editor/Reporter: .......................... Judy Reed
Columnist: ................... Ranger Steve Mueller
Composition:................... Belinda Sanderson
Advertising Consultants:.............. Lois Allen,

........................................................Marybeth Ford
Office Manager: ...................... Mary Randall

Check out our website at:

www.cedarspringspost.com

E-mail us at: happenings@cedarspringspost.com

classifieds@cedarspringspost.com
obits@cedarspringspost.com
news@cedarspringspost.com
newsreleases@cedarspringspost.com
design@cedarspringspost.com
sales@cedarspringspost.com
legals@cedarspringspost.com

News, Advertising & Announcement Deadline: Mondays by 5:00p.m.

2017 Subscription Rate........................ $35 per year
Office Hours: M-TH 10am-5pm • Friday 10am-2pm

Rotary Club honors 5th grade essay winners
By Judy Reed

The Cedar Springs Rotary
handed out awards to students
last week in their annual Rotary 4-way test essay contest.
They invited fifth grade students from Cedar View and
Creative Technologies Academy to participate. All essays
were written in 200 words or
less. Teachers chose the 2 best
essays from their class and
submitted them to the committee, which included Julie
Wheeler, Carolyn Davis, Donna Clark and Bea Hesley.
Clark and Rotary president
Tom Noreen spoke with each
of the classes ahead of time,
and gave them some background on Rotary. “We talked
about having integrity and the
4 way formula (is it the truth,
is it fair, will it build goodwill,
will it be beneficial) and how
it ties in with habits of mind,”
explained Clark. “People who
live by these have integrity and
impact their community in a
positive way. We told them to
think about one of these that

Pictured are the Cedar Springs Rotary 4-Way Test essay winners. From L to R: Sally Odren, Makenna Nichols, Jack Cairy, Analiese Van Harten, and Josh Trendt. Courtesy photo.

they practiced in their own
lives—a real life situation that
would touch us, and told them
to write about it.”
The students were then on
their own to write the essays.
And the students who won had
a good grasp of what the committee was looking for. Out
of 14 essays, they chose five.
There were ties for second and
third place.
“We feel like these essays
were the best ever,” said Clark.
The two second place essays

were about volunteering to
feed hungry families. The third
place winners wrote stories
about how a community can
work together to benefit one
another, such as the fundraisers
for the Rickers.
The first place winner spoke
about how things people
say can be cruel, but we can
choose to be inspired rather
than let their words have a bad
effect on us.
The first place winner was
Sally Odren, of Mr. Moleski’s

class at Cedar View. She won
$50.
Second place winners were
Jack Cairy, of Mrs. Kahler’s
class, and Makenna Nichols,
of Mrs. Miller’s class, both at
Cedar View. They each won
$25.
Third place winners were
Josh Trendt, of Mr. Moleski’s class at Cedar View, and
Analiese Van Harten, of Mrs.
Norman’s class at CTA. They
each won $10.
winners - continues on page 13

Moving?

Let us know so your
newspaper subscription
can move with you!
Call Mary at
616.696.3655 or
email: classifieds@
cedarspringspost.com

E
B irth
A nniversary
Church Connection
W edding
From the Pulpit
M emorial
O bituary
T hankyou!
A nnouncement

The Cedar Springs Post
Page 4		

spiritual notes • announcements • memories

Keith Caldwell CLM
Cedar Springs
United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St. | Cedar Springs

St. Patrick

In early summer a Renaissance Faire comes to Morley Park
for the weekend and people love to dress up like Robin Hood,
King Arthur, wizards, gypsies and fairies. Many stories and legends are told and at times they are stretched a little to make them
bigger than life. But are they really bigger than life? If we looked
at the true story would it be greater than we could possibly imagine? The story of one man has been stretched to great grandeur,
however his true story is a fantastic one of great faith, courage
and loyalty. He was born at Kilpatrick, near Dumbarton, in Scotland, around the year 387. His early life was good, he was the son
of Calphurnius, a prominent Roman military officer sent to rule
Gaul (Briton), his mother was Conchessa, a woman of faith, and
her father was part of the clergy.
His life changed abruptly when he was 16. It was then he was
kidnapped by a raiding party and became a slave. As a slave he
served as a shepherd for a pagan chief until he escaped six years

later. During a time when many would lose faith his faith grew. He
relates in his “Confessio” that during his captivity, while tending
the flocks he prayed many times in the day. “The love of God and
His fear increased in me more and more, and the faith grew in
me, and the spirit was roused, so that, in a single day, I have said
as many as a hundred prayers, and in the night nearly the same,
so that whilst in the woods and on the mountain, even before the
dawn, I was roused to prayer and felt no hurt from it, whether
there was snow or ice or rain.” For six years he served as a slave,
when he escaped and returned home he later saw a vision and was
compelled to take Christ to those that had enslaved him. Can we
imagine what the world would be like if we took Christ to everyone, even our enemies? Do we dare think what the world might
be like if we prayed a hundred times each day and each night for
Christ to bring peace and love to the world? Then he asked, “Let
it begin with me.”
This man, St. Patrick received the summons to his reward on 17
March, 493 (Some sources say 460 or 461) As we celebrate his
day can we do it by making it a day of Prayer, Love and Faith as
he would have? As he wrote of his faith:
Christ with me, Christ before me,
Christ behind me, Christ within me,
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ at my right, Christ at my left,
Christ in the fort,
Christ in the chariot seat,
Christ in the poop [deck],
Christ in the heart of everyone who thinks of me,
Christ in the mouth of everyone who speaks to me,

ChurchDirectory
PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY

West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.
MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)
Phone: 696-9120
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS:
10:30 a.M.

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

MondayS:
open prayer
7-8 pM

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180

*NOT affiliated with
Creative Technologies
Academy (CTA)

Cedar Springs
United
Methodist
Church
Cedar Springs
United
Methodist
Church

Christ in every eye that sees me,
Christ in every ear that hears me.
I bind to myself today
The strong virtue of an invocation of the Trinity,
I believe the Trinity in the Unity
The Creator of the Universe. (From St Patrick’s Confessio)

GREGG SCHIEVINK

Gregg
Schievink,
age 62 of Cedar
Springs, passed away
unexpectedly in his
sleep at his home
on Sunday, March
12, 2017. Gregg
was born in Grand
Rapids,
Michigan
to
George
and
Arlene (Reynhout)
Schievink
on
October 13, 1954.
He graduated from
East
Kentwood
High School and
worked for several
years in commercial construction throughout the United
States. Gregg was employed by Triangle Associates for 27
years and for Wolverine Building for the last year. Gregg
is a survived by his wife of 35 years, Judy (MacTavish)
Schievink; his brothers, Kim Schievink, Brian (Jan)
Schievink, Todd (Sue) Schievink, Ron (Julie) TerMolen,
and Al (Toni) TerMolen; his sister-in-law, Sandy (Bill)
Boeve, and Bob (Sherrie) MacTavish; and several nieces
and nephews. A funeral service to celebrate Gregg’s life
will be held at 11:00 a.m. on Thursday, March 16, 2017 at
the Pederson Funeral Home, 127 N Monroe St., Rockford,
MI 49341. A time of visitation with the family was held on
Wednesday, March 15, 2017 at the Pederson Funeral Home.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may be given to
St. Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home, Rockford

S.St.,
Main
Box KSprings
, Cedar Springs
140 S.140
Main
POSt.,
BoxPO
K, Cedar
616-696-1140

www.cedarspringsumc.org
616-696-1140
• www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Jane Duffey
Pastor
Jane
Duffey 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m.
• Coffee
Fellowship:
Sunday Worship
Service:
10:15
a.m.
 Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.
Supervised
Nursery
Care
Provided
Supervised
Nursery Care
Provided
Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm
dinner, 6:20-7:00pm
Christian
Education

Rockford Springs Community Church
Pastor David Vander Meer

5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

www.rockfordsprings.org

Sunday WorShip
9:30am • 5:00pm

Do you know that Saturday is the Sabbath?

The Church of God
Fellowship Group of Michigan
Pastor Bruce Chapman

616.636.9209

SAND LAKE

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673

Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm

Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am

(Sept. - March)

HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
Worship
11 a.m.
Senior Pastor,
Rev. Chadrick
Brown
22 Mile Road

Wesleyan Church
org
616-696-3229
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

N. to Sand Lake

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
19 Mile Road

www.scwchurch.org

M-46

Algoma Ave.

Cedar Springs

US-131

S. to G.R.

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
Pastor Doug DiBell
SummerDoug
Worship
- 10AM
Pastor
DiBell
&
Senior
Pastor
Tom
Holloway
Pastor Tom
Holloway,
Music/Youth
June-August
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
616-696-3229

H I L L C R E S T Community Church of God

TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI 49319 616-696-9333
Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes
Worship: Sunday 10:45 am & 3rd Saturday 7 pm
Sunday School 9:30 am Nursery & Children’s Church during message
*Sunday 12:30 pm Youth *Tuesday Celebrate Recovery 6:30-8:30 pm
*Wednesday Kidzone 6-7:30 pm *Thursday Open Prayer 10:30 am & 7 pm

St. John Paul II Parish

A Welcoming Catholic Church
3110 17 Mile Road | Cedar Springs, MI | 696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2-mqa.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL

(Since 1946) Non-Denominational
pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm
Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628









sunday Worship: 10 aM

enhance
fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f







www.cogfgomi.org

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

Service
10 am
Solon Time:
Center

To learn more about
the Sabbath and the
truth of the bible visit

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com
696-3560

Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM
Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671
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EVELYN VANDERZEE

Evelyn VanderZee age 99 of Holt passed away March 4,
2017 in Holt, Michigan. She was born January 16, 1918 in
Diller Nebraska the daughter of Walter and Anna (Roseman)
Eberhardt. She lived in Cedar Springs for many years.
During her working years she worked at the Homestead
Grocery Store where she assisted in the family business.
She loved bowling, puzzles, the Kardashians, playing cards.
She didn’t start driving until she was in her late 50’s. She
also assisted her daughter at Peacock Pet Parlor as well.
Surviving are her children, Andrew VanderZee of Florida,
Robert (Betty) VanderZee of Cedar Springs, Dorothy
Conner of Lansing, Judy (Mike) Peterson of Ravenna,
Sharon (Derrick) Peacock of Stanwood; 17 grandchildren;
30 great-grandchildren and 6 great-great-grandchildren;
and several nieces and nephews. She was preceded in death
by husband Andrew VanderZee Sr., a first born child Edwin,
two infant grandchildren, a great-grandson Matt, a daughterin-law Betty, and a brother Elmer. Funeral services were
held on Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. at the Heckman Funeral
Home with pastor David Davis officiating with burial in the
Aetna Cemetery in Morley.
Arrangements by Heckman Funeral Home, Howard City

Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education

Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd.


866-4298
Interim
Pastor: Bill Johnson

coumc.weebly.com
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Bliss-Witters & Pike

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm
Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh

Pastor Craig S. Carter

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta, MI 49345

616.550.6398

Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
Nursery & Children Ministry Provided
www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410
Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant
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DOUGLAS M. GORDON

Douglas M. Gordon, 67 of
Cedar Springs, died Tuesday,
March 14, 2017 at his home.
Doug was born December
28, 1949 in Grand Rapids,
Michigan the son of E.
Raymond and Janet (Gunnell)
Gordon. He graduated from
Cedar Springs High School
in 1968 and Michigan Tech
University with a bachelor
degree in Forestry. He was
an outdoorsman and enjoyed
hunting, fishing, morel hunting,
golfing and playing cards. Surviving are his children, Mark
Gordon, Sara (Will) Shepard, Matthew (Katie) Gordon,
Molly Gordon; 10 grandchildren; sisters, Susie (Ken)
Parker, Pam (Tim) Covell; brother, Joel Gordon; many
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death by his
parents and a brother, Tom Gordon. The family will greet
friends Saturday from 11:00 am until time of service at
1:00 pm at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar
Springs. Pastor Jane Duffy officiating. Interment Elmwood
Cemetery, Cedar Springs. Memorial contributions may be
made to the Cedar Springs Parks and Rec.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home

Don’t mistake activity for
achievement. Busyness does
not equal productiveness.

But Martha was cumbered about much serving, and came
to him, and said, Lord, dost thou not care that my sister
hath left me to serve alone? Bid her therefore that she help
me. And Jesus answered and said unto her, “Martha,
Martha, thou art careful and troubled about many things;
But one thing is needful: and Mary hath chosen that good
part, which shall not be taken away from her.”
Luke 10:40-42
From God’s Little Instruction Book- Honor Books

Publish
Your

• Birth Announcement
• Wedding Announcement
• Engagement
• Anniversary *
• Congratulations
• In Memory *
• Thank you
in

for only $20
without photo
$25 with photo
($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit

*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject
to additional fees by length.
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Sunshine Week celebrates the
public’s right to know
By MIZELL STEWART III, Gannett/USA TODAY Network

Rita Ward had a question: Why did a weekly listing of causes of death suddenly stop appearing in the local newspaper?
It turned out the health department in Vanderburgh County, Indiana, halted
its practice of providing causes of death to the Evansville Courier & Press.
When Ward and a reporter for the newspaper asked why those records were
no longer available, the department cited an Indiana law intended to protect
citizens against identity theft.
“I truly do believe printing the cause of death is important,” Ward told the
Courier & Press in a 2012 interview. “Maybe a reader might see a neighbor
who died of colon cancer and make the decision to have their first overdue
colonoscopy. It can be a first step toward a change for the better. It can touch
a reader. It’s personal. That’s why it is important.”
Ward and the newspaper sued for access to the information under Indiana’s
Access to Public Records Act. They lost two lower-court rulings before the
Indiana Supreme Court ruled in 2014 that the records, focused on the decedent’s name, age and cause of death, should continue to be made available to
the public. In their ruling, the judges underscored
“the importance of open and transparent governSunshine Week encourages Americans
ment to the health of our body politic” and held
to recognize the importance of open govthat “the public interest outweighs the private.”
The court’s explicit link between government
ernment to a robust democracy. Access
transparency and the welfare of citizens underpins
to meetings, minutes and records of our
Sunshine Week, a national, non-partisan effort
elected and appointed representatives is
to highlight the critical role of open government
a key element of the constitutional right
and freedom of information at the local, state
to petition the government for redress
and federal levels. The March 12-18 celebration
is led by the American Society of News Editors
of grievances. It is not strictly for the
and the Reporters Committee for Freedom of the
benefit of the news media.
Press, with support from the John S. and James
L. Knight Foundation and the Gridiron Club and
be like if government officials operated in total secrecy and
Foundation.
Now, more than ever, Americans are urged to recognize restricted your access to information. Support organizations
the importance of open government to a robust democracy. fighting against those in power who seek to weaken open
Access to meetings, minutes and records of our elected and government protections. Join with fellow citizens in seekappointed representatives is a key element of the constitu- ing disclosure. When you want information from a police
tional right to petition the government for redress of griev- department, local government or school board, ask for it.
Just like Rita Ward learned in the Indiana death records
ances. It is not strictly for the benefit of the news media.
case,
you have the right to know.
In addition to ordinary citizens such as Rita Ward, access
Mizell
Stewart III is president of the American Society
to government information helps citizen’s groups hold pubof
News
Editors
and Vice President/News Operations for
lic officials accountable through firsthand observation of
Gannett
and
the
USA TODAY Network. Follow him on
their actions. Access also enables historians to accurately
Twitter
at
https://twitter.com/MizellStewart.
describe past events and gives individuals critical information about public safety
in the neighborhoods where
they live.
The National Park Service, fulfilling a request
under the Freedom of Information Act, provided aerial
photographs that showed
a sharp contrast between
crowds on the National
Mall for the inauguration of
President Trump and those
who turned out for the first
inauguration of President
Obama.
Despite public statements
by Trump and White House
Press Secretary Sean Spicer
that crowds for Trump
dwarfed those of Obama,
the photos—not the words
of government officials—
told the full story.
In addition to state laws
in Indiana and across the
country, the Freedom of
Information Act gives citizens the right to obtain information from the federal
government—information
that your tax dollars paid
to collect. In addition, more
and more local governments
are leveraging technology
to make public information,
from traffic data to public
transit schedules, even more
accessible and more useful
to citizens.
This week and every
week, take a moment to consider what your life would
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H

ometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows.
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name
and phone number for any questions we may have.

Explore MCC’s Kenneth J. Lehman
Nature Trails

Montcalm Community College’s Kenneth J. Lehman
Nature Trails are open to the public from dawn until dusk,
365 days a year. There is no charge to visit these beautiful
trails winding through forests, grasslands and wetlands.
More than four miles of trails are marked with numbered
trail posts and maps are available at most major trail heads.
For more information, please email naturetrails@montcalm.
edu or call MCC Biology Instructor Heather Wesp (989)
328-1270. #11

Rockford Reformed Church Garage Sale

Mar. 18: The annual Church Garage Sale will be held
on Saturday, March 18th from 9 am to 3 pm at Rockford
Reformed Church located at 4890 – 11 Mile Rd., Rockford.
Proceeds will go towards the youth ministries summer trips.
For more information, call Deb Coon 616-866-4829. #11p

Dinner at the Legion

Mar. 20: American Legion, 80 S. Main St. Cedar Springs, is
hosting a Roast Beef and Onions dinner on Monday, March
20th, from 5 – 7 pm. Included will be roast beef, mashed
potatoes & gravy, veggies, salad, roll, drink and dessert. The
cost is $9 for adults, children (15 and younger) $4.00. Come
and enjoy home cooking. Take out is available. 616-6969160. #11

Blood Drive

Mar. 21:This has been a busy week to remember to do certain
things: turn our clocks back and wear green Friday. But next
week your top priority is to remember to donate blood. The
need is great; the cost is free; time commitment is less than
an hour and the reward is gratifying. Michigan Blood Drive
is on March 21st. at the Cedar Springs Methodist Church
from 12:30 pm until 7:00 pm. Help to save lives. The Blood
Center thanks all the people that attempt to donate. #11

Anatomy – The Human Body at KDL

Mar. 23: Learn how the human body works through STEAM
based activities. Create models to learn how your circulatory
system, skeleton and lungs function. Discover what the
inside of your body looks like using a human torso model
and make your own brain hat to take home. For ages 6 and
older. Thursday, March 23rd at 6:30 pm, Spencer Township
KDL Branch, 14960 Meddler Ave. Gowen.

Players perform at the Kent “Zombies,
Werewolves and Aliens, oh my!”

Mar. 24-26: The Cedar Springs Community Players will

now Showing
DIGITAL Movies at the

Kent theatre

Friday:
6:00PM • 9:00PM
saturday: 3:00PM • 6:00PM • 9:00PM
sunday:
3:00PM • 6:00PM

Zombies Werewolves &
Aliens Oh My!
march 24-26

actors Del arte presents:

3.00

LiVe on sta

ge

“The Waif”
Little Orphan

Annie

march 31-apriL 1

Competition for artists
with disabilities
Adult artists with disabilities have a chance to win $500
and have their artwork displayed in the Grand Rapids Art
Museum and entered in ArtPrize 2017 thanks to the Legacy
Trust Award Collection.
Back for its eighth year, the Legacy Trust Award Collection is soliciting artwork from Michigan artists with disabilities for its popular mini-competition in advance of ArtPrize.
Four winning artists will each receive $500 and sponsorship
in ArtPrize, the radically open art competition, scheduled this
year Sept. 20 through Oct. 8 in downtown Grand Rapids.
The statewide competition is open to all Michigan artists with disabilities and seeks paintings, sculptures, photographs, drawings, collages, mixed media and other works of
art. Four winners will be chosen by popular vote, a panel of
celebrity judges, and the LTAC Advisory Committee.
Artists must register with LTAC by Friday, April 24 to be
considered for the 2017 competition.
Sponsored by Grand Rapids-based investment advisory
and wealth management firm Legacy Trust, LTAC will be
held this year in the Grand Rapids Art Museum May 22-23.
A private reception for all artists, judges and LTAC supporters will be held on the evening of Monday, May 22.
The public will have a chance to view and vote for its favorite entry on Tuesday, May 23 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the
GRAM, which is located in downtown Grand Rapids.
Winning artists will have their work displayed during ArtPrize at DeVos Place in downtown Grand Rapids. Last year,
101 artists from around the state submitted artwork to LTAC,
its seventh straight year of growth.
“After hitting triple digits for the first-time last year in
artwork submissions, we are eager to see how much more
LTAC will grow this year,” said Mary Ann Sabo, chair of
LTAC Arts, the nonprofit arm that supports the event. “Each
year, I am amazed by the incredible talent of the artwork submitted and by the personal stories of the artists.
“We are delighted to welcome artists from across the length
and breadth of our state. And we are so pleased to again partner with Grand Rapids Art Museum and DeVos Place for a
fourth year, to showcase the talents of truly incredible Michigan artists.”
Winners of LTAC 2017 will be announced on Monday,
May 30. Along with having their artwork entered into ArtPrize, the winning artists will each receive a cash prize of
$500. All entry fees and promotion expenses for ArtPrize
will be paid by Legacy Trust, which for the fourth year has
secured the high-profile DeVos Place venue for the winning
artists during ArtPrize.

Pancake

616-696-SHOW
7469
coming soon:

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com

LiVe on stage

$

Mar. 25: Courtland Fire Department’s Annual Pancake
Breakfast will be held on Saturday, March 25th from 8 to
11 am at 7480 – 14 Mile Rd., Rockford. All you can eat
pancakes, eggs, sausage and hash browns. Coffee, juice and
milk. Adults - $7, kids ages 4-12 - $4, ages 3 and under
free. #11

all you can eat

Movie Tickets

ONLY

Courtland Fire Department Pancake
Breakfast

Cedar Springs Lions Club

march
17 • 18
19
showtimes:

be presenting three Sci-Fi Fantasy comedy one-act plays
on March 24, 25, and 26 at the Kent Theatre. “Zombies,
Werewolves and Aliens, oh my!” kicks off the 2017
fantasy-themed season. The three short comedies are set in
the Old West, modern-day suburbia, and outer space in the
future and feature hilarious encounters with an assortment
of monsters and aliens. March 24th & 25th at 7:30 p.m. –
March 26th at 2:00 p.m. Advance tickets $10 at the Cedar
Springs Library. At the Kent Theatre – $12 at the door, $8
under 18. #11,12p

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

Breakfast

Saturday, March 18th
7aM til 11aM

CS United MethodiSt ChUrCh
140 S. Main St. • Cedar SpringS • Corner of Main & ChurCh

$8 per perSon
$25 per FaMily of 4

panCakeS, eggS, baCon, SauSage,
haShbrownS, juiCe, Coffee
Proceeds assist sight conservation

JOKE
o Week
f the

St. Patrick’s Day humor

Father Murphy walks into a pub and says to the first
man he meets, “Do you want to go to heaven?”
The man said, “I do, Father.”
The priest said, “Then stand over there against the
wall.”
Then the priest asked the second man, “Do you want
to got to heaven?”
“Certainly, Father,” was the man’s reply.
“Then stand over there against the wall,” said the
priest.
Then Father Murphy walked up to O’Toole and said,
“Do you want to go to heaven?”
O’Toole said, “No, I don’t Father.”
The priest said, “I don’t believe this. You mean to tell
me that when you die you don’t want to go to heaven?”
O’Toole said, “Oh, when I die, yes. I thought you
were getting a group together to go right now.”

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

classic kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620
Artists from all genres are invited to participate in the competition. All artists must submit an artist registration to Legacy Trust by April 24. All artwork must be completed and
available for showing in Grand Rapids by 5 p.m. on April 28.
Following is a list of guidelines for submitting artwork:
* All participating artists must be a resident of Michigan
and at least 18 years of age by April 3.
* All artwork must be original, attributable to the applicant
and completed within three years prior to September 21,
2017.
* All artwork is subject to the Official Rules for Artists-ArtPrize, which can be found at http://www.artprize.
org.
* The top four artists will retain ownership and all rights
to their artwork, subject to the rules and restrictions of
ArtPrize 2017. The artists agree to make themselves and
their artwork available to LTAC and all partnering agencies and sponsors prior to and during ArtPrize for promotions and marketing efforts.
* The top four artists who receive the award will be entered into ArtPrize 2017 as a Legacy Trust Collection
Award winner.
* LTAC artists agree that if their artwork wins any ArtPrize
award, they will donate 25 percent of any award to create a special Legacy Trust Endowment Fund to continue
arts programs for adults with disabilities in greater Grand
Rapids.
* Winning artists will be notified by Legacy Trust by
May11 and will be entered into ArtPrize.
* There are no restrictions on artists who are not part of the
Collection from entering ArtPrize on their own.
Artwork may be delivered by mail, UPS, FedEx or in
person to Legacy Trust, 99 Monroe, Suite 600, Grand
Rapids, Michigan, 49503 by 5 p.m. on April 28. See the
registration form for additional rules and details at http://
ltacarts.org.
ArtPrize, an international art competition that draws hundreds of thousands of people to West Michigan each fall, returns to Grand Rapids for its eighth year on Sept. 20 through
Oct. 8.
More information on LTAC is available at www.LTACArts.org. Join the conversation on Facebook https://www.
facebook.com/LegacyTrustAwardCollection and on Twitter
with #LTAC.
43 West Cherry St
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-1910

email: ced@llcoop.org
Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, & Friday 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Wednesday 10:00 am - 7:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am -1:00 pm

http://cedarspringslibrary.org
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Festive Fun for St. Patrick’s Day
Family Features

T

urn your St. Patrick’s Day celebration into a chance to enjoy Irish heritage with hearty foods and a lively atmosphere. When it’s the one day each year it’s acceptable to pinch non-conforming friends and family, it’d be a shame
not to go all out.
These few simple tips can help you put together the perfect party to revel in all things green – and tasty.
Decorate with purpose. Everyone knows that green is the color of the day, but go one step further by incorporating it
into different items. Banners and streamers work fine, but setting out green candles or even adorning your light fixtures
with green bulbs can help you take an extra step forward.
Create active fun. Instead of limiting your guests to dining and conversation, plan some simple activities to help the
fun flow. Games like a “treasure hunt” for gold coins, limerick-writing competitions or even just turning up Irish-themed
music can help get the party started.
Eat festively. Turn your party’s food and drinks into true Irish dining with some delicious recipes like this American
Irish Stew, which includes beef, onion, carrots and potatoes for a tasty cultural meal to fill all of your hungry guests.
For more hosting tips and the perfect themed recipes for any occasion, visit culinary.net.

American Irish Stew

Photo courtesy of Getty Images

by Terri Riggle

Reprinted with permission from the American Institute
for Cancer Research
Servings: 6

1
1 1/4
3
		
		
1
3
2
3
4
1
1
2

Fantasy themed fun at the Kent Theatre

tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil
pounds beef, top round, cut into 3/4-inch pieces
cloves garlic, minced
salt, to taste
pepper, to taste
medium onion, coarsely chopped
medium carrots, peeled and cut into 3/4-inch pieces
medium parsnips, cut into large chunks (optional)
cups low-fat, reduced-sodium beef broth
medium russet potatoes, peeled and cut into large
chunks
tablespoon chopped fresh rosemary
leek, coarsely chopped
tablespoons chopped fresh parsley

In large pot over medium-high heat, heat oil. Add beef and
garlic. Cook, gently stirring until meat is evenly browned.
Season with salt and pepper.
Add onion, carrots and parsnips. Cook 3-4 minutes. Stir
in broth and bring to a boil. Reduce heat to low and simmer
about 75 minutes, or until meat is tender.
Stir in potatoes and simmer another 30 minutes. Add
rosemary and leeks. Continue to simmer, uncovered, until
potatoes are tender. To avoid potatoes falling apart, do not
overcook.
Serve hot and garnish with parsley, if desired.
Nutritional information per serving: 370 calories, 8 g
total fat (2 g saturated fat), 43 g carbohydrate, 32 g protein,
6 g dietary fiber, 427 mg sodium.

Ghouls just want to have
fun! Who doesn’t enjoy a
few belly laughs now and
again, even if you are the living dead? The Cedar Springs
Community Players have
selected three hilarious fantasy/science fiction/monster
one acts for your entertainment!
The Players are just itching to perform their next
project—the third annual
Springtime One Acts at the
Kent. This year it’s a trio of
one-act plays featuring fiendish monsters and bone-chilling characters who will be
performing on the Kent Theatre stage March 24-26.
The Rot features the perils
of living in the suburbs and
attempting to have a nice
dinner with your future inlaws and a pesky zombie
who won’t leave the yard!
Then it’s action in the old
West as Zombie Gunslingers head into town to stir up
trouble at the local saloon!
There are no customers at
the Wet Yer Whistle Saloon
because the Temperance La-

Local theater group rehearses latest production which opens at the Kent next Friday night.

dies done smashed all the
bottles of Red Eye whiskey,
confiscated all the bullets
and burned up all the Poker
cards. While waiting for the
next stage coach to arrive,
the saloon girls hear of zombie gunslingers heading their
way. Quick thinking and fast
action have the girls concocting their own brew of

Red Eye to keep the zombies
satisfied.
Set in the future, Country Folk, Lycanthropes and
Extraterrestrial
Entities
features alien visitors to
our Moon’s dark side are
prepared to take a pack of
werewolves off to their planet, but, alas! The ship crash
lands in the southeastern US

121 W Washington St. | Greenville
Corner of M-57 & M-91
DOWNTOWN GREENvIllE

Thank you to
our Advertisers for

Keeping the
Post coming!

Corned Beef ‘N’ Cabbage
Served $
99
4pm - 8pm
GREEN $ 00
BEER

7
2

DJ from 8pm-?

Friday, March 17, 2017

69 S Main St, Cedar Springs 696-9824

616-754-7195

Car Rentals • van Rentals • Full Repair Facility

1-800-557-7171

Luck O’ the Irish - St. Patrick’s Day Sale

#shopthepost

St.Patrick’s
Day Party

and the locals are ready to
do some shootin’ to rid the
countryside of the Tourist
Dogs in Clothes!
Showtimes are March
24 and 25 at 7:30 p.m., and
March 26 at 2:00 p.m. Advance tickets $10 at the Cedar Springs Library. Tickets
at the Kent Theatre are $12
at the door, $8 under 18.

2001 JEEP GRAND CHEROKEE
LAREDO

4.7L V-8, 4X4,
PWR MOON,
HTD LEATHER,
PWR SEATS,
NICE JEEP!

2001 CHEVY SUBURBAN K2500
3800 V-6,
HTD LEATHER
MEMORY SEATS,
PWR EVERYTHING,
LOADED,
CLEAN CAR!

4,995

4,995

$

$

2014 CHEVY CRUZE LT

2016 NISSAN VERSA NOTE SV
41K MILES,
AUTO, CRUISE,
PL’S & PW’S,
36 MPG,
FACTORY
WARRANTY

10,995

$

2014 NISSAN ALTIMA S

2015 VOLKSWAGEN BEETLE
CLASSIC

65K MILES,
LOADED, SHARP
1-OWNER,
GREAT GAS
MILEAGE,
38 MPG

35K MILES,
HTD LEATHER,
LOADED,
FACTORY
WARRANTY,
SHARP!

$

$

$

2013 JEEP COMPASS LATITUDE

2011 GMC SIERRA 1500 CREW 2016 CHRYSLER TOWN & COUNTRY
CAB SLT
TOURING
4X4, 5.3L V-8,
ONLY 22K

48K MILES,
PWR SEAT,
REMOTE START,
ALLOY WHEELS,
1-OWNER

11,995

11,995

4X4,
ONLY 41K MILES,
PWR MOON,
HTD SEATS,
REMOTE START

14,995

$

Z-71 PKG,
PWR MOON,
HTD LEATHER,
NICE TRUCK!

19,995

$

13,995

MILES, DVD,
LEATHER,
PWR SLIDERS,
PWR SEAT,
CLEAN!

21,995

$

raywinnieautosales.com

Hours: MONDAYS 9a.m.-7p.m. • TUESDAYS thru FRIDAYS 9a.m.-6p.m. • SATURDAYS 9a.m.-2p.m.
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WMP at Fremont and Eagle Claw CS Youth wrestlers at
Greights competition

Pictured is WMP wrestler Selena Stalker, who took 2nd Place in the 4/6 age group at Fremont. Photo by B.
Chong.

By Barbra Chong
West Michigan Pursuit
had one individual enter the
Eagle Claw tournament in
Carson City last weekend.
Logan Bennett entered the
11/12 age group in the 85 lb
wt class. Bennett went 3-1
and finished for a True 2nd
Place.
The rest of the team traveled to Fremont for the
MYWA Greights tournament. WMP had 20 individuals enter and placed 16 in the
top four.
Finishing in fourth place
was 155 lb Aaiden Dowdell,
13/15 age group; 122 lb Da-

vid Erxleben, High School
division; 67 lb Tyler Parmeter, 7/8 age group and 80 lb
Isaiah Smith, 9/10 age group.
Finishing in third place
was 75 lb Carter Castillo, 11/12 age group; 67 lb
Chayson Eberspeaker, 7/8
age group; and 61 lb Spencer
Schoenborn, 7/8 Novice age
group.
Finishing in second place
was 64 lb Quinten Cassiday,
7/8 age group; 80 lb Blake
Hammer, 11/12 Novice
age group; and 61 lb Selena Stalker, 4/6 age group.
Champions of the day were
63 lb Luke Egan, 9/10 age
group; 58 lb Drew Moro, 7/8

age group; 75 lb Blake Peasley, 9/10 age group; 59 lb
Josh Vasquz, 9/10 age group;
55 lb Kellen Weckesser, 7/8
age group and 46 lb Blake
Werkema, 4/6 age group.
“West Michigan Pursuit
and the Cedar Springs Youth
Wrestling have been stepping
up their training and combining practices as they head
to Regionals,” said Head
Coach, Dave Andrus. “These
kids have been pushing each
other to secure their spot for
an opportunity to compete at
the State Finals. I have the
highest confidence in these
kids to do so.”

Twenty-three
Cedar Springs
Youth
wrestlers competed
alongside 107
other teams last
weekend
for
the final regular season and
last MYWAY
Greights competition. Almost
700 grapplers
competed for
the final piece
of this year’s
Greights medal
and a chance to
be Champion
for the last West
Region regular
season tournament.
CSYWC finished 10th in
match
points
with 188. Deegan pike scored
31,
Wyatt
Dickinson, 20;
Chasyn Winchel
& Wyatt Cooper, 19; Carter Falan, 16;
Tucker Crystal, 13; Bllake
Falan & Cade Troupe each
scored 9, David DeWeese
and Bryson Streeter each

scored 7, Logan Troupe, 6;
Daniel Vaughn, Remington
DeWeese, and William Dickinson, 5; Matthew Vaughn
& Landen Totten, 4; Hudson
Crystal, Gavyn Byxbe & Da-

kota Winchel scored 2 each.
We finished the day 37-35
and 7th in pins with 17 in
25:51.
According to Coach GoiCS Youth - continues on page 9

CS Youth wrestlers medal at Northview
Reprint from last week
By Jacquie Troupe

Cedar Springs Youth
Wrestling Club took 22

wrestlers to the Northview
Open & Novice Tournament
Sunday, March 5, 2017.
Nine medaled, and they fin-

ished the day 46-35, competing against 633 wrestlers
on 77 teams. CSYWC came
in 6th with over all pins
with 19 in 30:33, and 6th in

Contact Rockford Ambulance at

616-866-0724

match points with 294.
“As the season winds
down, the competition gets
tougher,” said Coach Bryan Goike. “Everyone has
honed their skills, they are
getting ready to compete
in Regionals and State in a
few weeks. This is the time
where competition is serious on the mat and to work
harder than you ever have at
practice to prove to yourself
that your dedication to this
sport is worth it.”
Deegan Pike came in 11th
out of 655 wrestlers in number of pins in shortest combined time with 4 in 5:22.
He also had the fastest pin

Teammates Carter Falan and Logan Troupe battling it out for 1st place
in the 105lb class. Photo by J. Troupe

for the team with :18! Dakota Winchel was 13th
with 4 in 6:16 and tied for
second fastest pin with :24,

along with Jayce Karafa.
Brandson Wood was 28th in
over all match points with
wrestlers - continues on page 9

or www.rockfordambulance.com
for more information
CPR and First Aid Classes
Class Registration (616) 863-8434

•
Rockford 616.866.0724
Sparta 616.887.1479
Lowell 616.897.7902
GR Twp. 616.866.0724
YOUR COMMUNITY NONPROFIT PARAMEDIC AMBULANCE SERVICE

allendale

6370 Lake Michigan Dr
(616) 895-2270

Cedar SpringS
4116 17 MiLe rD
(616) 696-9610

CooperSville
1151 ranDaLL
(616) 837-7334

Spring lake

618 east saviDge st
(616) 844-7780

Standale

4335 Lake Michigan Dr
(616) 791-9080

Thursday, March 16, 2017

The Cedar Springs Post

Outdoors

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger Steve Mueller

Make life better
Thanking Mr. Hayes was
important for both of us. He
taught middle school social
studies to help me develop
social responsibility and
understanding for my role
in living a healthy productive life for myself. Several
years ago, I wanted to thank
him. When I looked at the
city’s long list of Hayes in
the phone directory, I had
no idea which one would be
his phone number.
I called my high school
biology teacher to ask if
he happened to know Mr.
Hayes so I could call to
thank him for his role in
my life. Serendipitously,
he said, “Yes. Do you want
to talk to him now? He is
here visiting.” Though it
had been 40 years since we
heard each other’s voices, I
recognized his immediately.
I doubt he recognized mine
or clearly remembered me.
We had a nice conversation and I mentioned a social studies assignment that
was helpful. We were told
to interview someone in a
profession we might want
to pursue. I interviewed a
conservation officer. After

the conversation, I imagine
Mr. Hayes probably asked
Fred Case to remind him
about who I was. Hopefully, my good points were
shared. Mr. Hayes did not
let on that he did not recall me, but I did not think
he could picture me in his
classroom. Mr. Case died
about a decade ago. Perhaps
Mr. Hayes did also.
What we do during our
lives can have important
impacts on those around us
while it improves our own
lives. Think about your
neighbors and their role
in your life. Bees and other insects are good neighbors. They make it possible
for us to eat many choice
foods. They bring birds to
our yards. We cannot call
to thank them for their role
in our lives but we can do
better.
We can provide yards as
safe havens full of selected native genotype plants.
Buying plants native to the
region instead of cultivars
is a first major step. Ask
landscape nurseries if they
sell native genotype plants.
If they do not, request they
start by having a small section designated for such
plants. Hopefully they will
and the section will grow

larger each year if buyers
like you select plants that
support native pollinators
and wildlife.
Many cultivars sold have
had important qualities
needed for animal nature
niches bred out of them by
accident while other characters were selected. Some
characteristics like larger
flowers or double petals are
nice but the breeding process often results in some
valuable wildlife characteristics being bred out of
them. Take joy in plant
characteristics of native
stock that evolved with insects, birds, and mammals
instead of seeking excess of
one character.
Google River City Wild
Ones to view their web site
and learn more about sources for native plants. Providing yards that support
native species is one way to
thank species we cannot directly converse with. Avoid
use of pesticides and herbicides in yards and gardens.
It will provide a richer and
safer habitat for you to enjoy and supports survival of
native species.
Our thank you is well received by native plants that
grow and support native
animals. Spring life is well

underway in the wild natural areas of the yard. On
9 March, high wind gusts
broke a silver maple branch
that revealed its flowers had
already shed pollen from
anthers. A willow shrub had
fuzzy pussy willow buds.
Both hazelnut and speckled alder catkins had elongated but flowers were not
yet open. Skunk Cabbage
spathes with spadix flowers
were present on the floodplain muck. On the 10th, an
Eastern Screech Owl spent
the morning peering at us
from the nest box we provided. Eastern Bluebirds
were inspecting nest boxes.
Thank a person important for improving your life.
Allow plants and animals
to thank you for providing
them good living conditions
in your yard. They will
thank you by being present
for you see and enjoy.
Natural history questions or topic suggestions
can be directed to Ranger
Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody
Brook Nature Sanctuary,
13010 Northland Dr. Cedar
Springs, MI 49319 or call
616-696-1753.

The Rogue River Watershed Partners present:

Tuesday Talks:
Trout in Cedar Creek

...continued from page 8

ke, “Its good to see the kids peaking just in time for Regionals
this week! They are really pushing themselves in practice and
are not showing any signs of burn out. They are ready for the
strong competition at Caledonia!”
Wyatt Cooper came in 25th over all and first on the team
with 3 pins in 4:11. David DeWeese was 51st over all and 2nd
on the team with 2 in :40. He also had the 4th fastest pin of the
day in :13! Awesome job, David! Wyatt Dickinson tied for
12th in most single match points with 18. Deegan Pike had
the most match points for the day and tied for 40th over all
with 31. David DeWeese had the top fastest pins for the team
with :13 and :27, William Dickinson was 3rd with :34, Landen
Totten was 4th with :40 and Wyatt Cooper was 5th with :41.
In the 2008-2012 Girls division, 40lb class Sierra Streeter
placed 2nd after 2 matches.
In the 2002-2004 Girls division, 122lb class Ashly Erxleben
placed 1st after 2 matches.
In the 2010-2012 All division, 52lb class Tucker Crystal
placed 4th after 4 matches. In the 58lb class Chasyn Winchel
placed 2nd after 4 matches.
In the 2008-2009 Open division, 64lb class Blake Falan
placed 3rd after 3 matches. In the 72lb class Jonathan Libera
placed 3rd after 2 matches. In the Novice division, 52lb class
Caden Troupe placed 4th after 3 matches. In the 58lb class
Deegan Pike placed 3rd after 4 matches.
In the 2006-2007 Open division, 100lb class Matthew

DNR seeks comment
on inland trout
management plan

The public is welcome to comment on the DNR’s draft Inland Trout
Management Plan, designed to protect species like Michigan’s state
fish, the brook trout.

The Michigan Department of Natural Resources has released its draft inland trout management plan and is seeking
public comment on it. The plan, available online at michigan.gov/fishing under Angler Alerts, focuses on the ecology
and management of populations of inland trout in rivers and
inland lakes of Michigan.
The intent of the inland trout management plan is to provide an overview of inland trout habitats in Michigan, the
biology and ecology of inland trout populations, and management activities directed toward inland trout and their
habitats. This information provides a basis for understanding the role of inland trout in current and future management of fisheries in Michigan’s inland lakes and streams.
This report does not cover species such as Chinook or
coho salmon and migratory rainbow trout (steelhead),
which reside in the Great Lakes and migrate inland on a
seasonal basis. It does cover inland trout that primarily reside in streams and inland lakes throughout their lives.
Sections of the report focus on distribution of trout waters in the state, origin of inland trout fisheries, biology of
inland trout in streams and lakes, fishing regulations, status
of fisheries and other topics.
Public comments may be submitted via email to
DNR-FISH-ManagementPlans@michigan.gov by Friday,
April 14. Written public comments also will be accepted at
Marquette Fisheries Research Station, attention Troy Zorn,
484 Cherry Creek Road, Marquette, MI 49855.

1565 Dagget Road
Pierson

Learn about the fascinating results of GVSU student Justin Wegner’s brook trout movement study on Cedar Creek.
He will be at Cedar Springs Brewing Company on March
28, 6-7 p.m. The talk is free and open to the public.

CS Youth
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Robinson

616-636-5565
887-2060

Septic cleaning, llc

Vaughn placed 2nd after 2 matches. In the 150lb class Wyatt
Cooper placed 2nd after 4 matches. In the Novice division,
130lb class David DeWeese placed 1st after 2 matches.
In the 2004-2005 Open division, 105lb class Carter Falan
placed 1st after 3 matches.
In the 2002-2003 Open division, 195lb class Landen Totten
placed 1st after 2 matches.

Wrestlers

w w w.robinsonseptic.net

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals
Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City
and surrounding areas since 1979

Your
local floor-covering
Your hometown
floor-covering store
store
for
years
for 36
33 years

...continued from page 8

34, Jonathan Libera shared the 61st spot with 28, Tommy
Stevens and Carter Falan shared the 90th spot with 25. Sierra Streeter had the third fastest pin for the team with :26.
Bryson Streeter scored the most points in a single match
for the team (48th over all) with 15, Carter Falan was second (73rd over all) with 14, Sierra Streeter was third (105th
over all) with 13.
In the 2010-2012 All division, 58lb class Chasyn Winchel
placed 1st after 2 matches. In the 2008-2009 Open division,
67lb class Johnathan Libera placed 3rd after 4 matches. In
the 2008-2009 Novice division, 58lb class Deegan Pike
placed 1st after 4 matches. In the 2006-2007 Open division,
55/59lb class Brandson Wood placed 3rd after 4 matches.
In the 150lb class Wyatt Cooper placed 1st after 2 matches.
In the Novice 110lb class Dakota Winchel placed 2nd after 4 matches. In the 2003-2004 Open division, 85lb class
Tommy Stevens placed 2nd after 3 matches. In the 105lb
class Carter Falan placed 1st after 3 matches and Logan
Troupe placed 3rd after 4 matches.

Rockford
Floor
Covering,
Call
Mike
for
all Inc.
Visit us at 10704
Northland
Drive 616-866-2748
your
HVaC
needs
• Industrial
• Residential
• Commercial
• A/C Service
• Heating Service

Licensed & Insured
Over 30 yrs experience

616-799-5840

mikebergmanhvac@gmail.com

22577 Kimball Rd., Sand Lake, MI 49343
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Creative teChnologies aCademy
A Non-profit Public School Academy

CONGRATULATIONS

Making a Difference in the Things That Matter!

March Reading Madness

Senator Peter MacGregor stopped by Creative Technologies
Academy for a visit the morning of March 13 and read to the kindergarten, first, and second grade students. He read Bobby Bramble Loses His Brain by Dave Keane. Senator MacGregor discussed
the difference between fiction and nonfiction books with the young
students and encouraged them to read with their peers, siblings, and
adults. He made sure to allow time to answer the many questions
the students had, such as: How did you get elected? Who’s your
boss? What do you like to read? What’s your favorite color?
Senator Peter
MacGregor read to
young students.

4th and 5th Grade Honor Roll Students

A BIG congratulations to the following 4th and 5th grade students
for making the 2nd Trimester Honor Roll! These students worked their
tails off to get A’s or B’s in all of their core subject classes. Great job
putting forth a commendable Charger effort, 4th and 5th graders! These
students completed their homework, asked questions, and studied; they
showed responsibility in every way! We can’t wait to see this list grow
for third trimester.
08 Wierda, Tori 3.4
“A” HONOR ROLL

Thomas Hoops
Karly Fisk
Owen Freyling
Shawney Mason
Ame Schaap- Jones
Sage Sidlauskas

“A/B” HONOR ROLL
William Brinks
Nadelynn Brinley
Mason Sullivan
Analiese VanHarten
Kaden Winters
Lilly Coffee
Jacob de la Rosa
Meghan McKinney
Brenden Rizzon
Zachary Gibbs

2016-17 Honor
Roll - Trimester 2
Middle School Honor Roll
Grade Name GPA
08 Alverson, McKenzie 4.0
08 Armstrong, Casen 4.0
07 August, Elizabeth 3.4
06 Beiter, Landon 3.7
08 Bennett, Derek 3.3
07 Benson, Jesse 3.8
07 Besmer, Evan 4.0
07 Brecker, Carlene 3.8
07 Brown, Jordan 3.3
08 Buchanan, Anthony 3.1
08 Calkins, Calvin 3.2
07 Case, Ava 3.2
07 Cook, Brittanie 3.5
06 Covell, Remington 3.8
06 Davenport, Haydn 3.9
08 Dekraker, Madelin 3.2
06 Fessenden, Joshua 3.3
07 Fisk, Austin 4.0
07 Fisk, Nathaniel 3.2
07 Fleet, Raven 3.3
06 Greenfield, Dylan 3.5
06 Hanes, Joel 3.1
08 Hawley, Nash 3.2
08 Hutchins, Nathan 3.7
06 Jibson, Brenna 3.9
07 Lehman, Lauren 4.0
08 Marek, Jeff 4.0
07 Marek, Sawyer 3.6
08 Mauric, James 3.8
08 McSorley, Carson 4.0
07 Merritt, Adanna 3.4
08 Miner, Kevin 3.3
06 Phillips, Anna 3.5
07 Shelagowski, Alyssa 3.8
08 Sidlauskas, Willow 4.0
06 Slock, Ethan 4.0
06 Slock, Kaden 3.7
07 Stevens, Zachary 3.5
07 Thebo, Michael 3.3
06 Tompkins, Parker 3.5
08 Tompkins, Ruby 3.6
06 Turoski, Kylee 3.0
06 Walker, Malikia 3.9

08 Wilhelm, Kristina 4.0
06 Wineman, Rebekah 4.0
06 Winn, Emily 3.6
07 Winters, Ivan 4.0
06 Winters, Landon 3.2
08 Wortz, John 3.5
07 Wortz, Molly 4.0

High School Honor Roll

Grade Name GPA
12 Alverson, Allie 3.2
11 Armstrong, Dawson 4.0
11 Aspinall, Cortney 3.7
10 August, Danielle 3.9
11 Baird, Kayla 3.1
12 Beck, Brandon 3.6
11 Buchanan, Briannah 3.6
09 Bucholtz, Kaela 3.7
10 Calkins, Brianne 3.7
09 Coffee, Summer 3.4
10 Davison, Matthew 3.9
10 Dillon, Joshua 3.2
10 Dillon, Justin 3.2
09 Fahling, Gabriela 3.3
12 Fahling, Holly 3.7
10 Fulkerson, Lily 3.5
11 Gibbs, Hannah 3.7
12 Hanes, Victoria 3.7
12 Heydenburg, Emily 3.7
12 Hickox, Annalise 4.0
09 Hirsch, Travis 3.2
09 Hofstra, Hannah 3.9
11 Hofstra, James 3.8
11 Howard, Austin 4.0
11 Imhoff, Elise 3.8
10 Jahns, Elizabeth 3.7
11 Korody, Michael 4.0
12 Kyser, June 3.7
12 Lass, Bridget 3.1
12 Lawson, Tatyanna 3.5
12 Lehman, Ethan 4.0
09 Lehman, Zoe 4.0
12 Long, Deija 3.1
09 Martinek, Olivia 3.7
12 Mauric, Eleanor 4.0
12 McKinney, Thomas 3.2
11 Medwayosh, Sierra 3.0
11 Miner, Leslie 4.0
12 Piskun, Isaiah 3.3
10 Roebuck, Isaac 3.3
12 Russell, Lexus 3.7
11 Ryder, Jamie 4.0
12 Ryder, Jessie 4.0
09 Shelagowski, Ashley 4.0
12 Shelagowski, Autumn 4.0
11 Sidlauskas, Violet 4.0
10 Slock, Keegan 4.0
10 Starr, Marjorie 4.0
11 Thebo, Tayler 3.3
09 VanderMeulen, Anya 3.2
11 Watson, Autumn 3.6
09 Watson, Faith 3.0
10 Winters, Logan 3.7
09 Wright, Aaron 3.0
12 Wright, Jason 3.2
11 Yarrington, Josie 3.0

SCHOOL CALENDAR
MARCH
24
27-30
28
29

Players from the Ferris State University Girls Basketball team take time to pose with third grade Players from the Ferris State University Girls Basketball team pose with sevstudent, Aiden Dood, after reading with his class. eral middle school students.

Student Early Release – (2 hours early)*
Spirit Week K-5
Daddy Daughter Dance
Talent Show

30
		
31
APRIL
10
		
14

Ferris State University’s women’s
basketball Coach, Kendra Faustin,
and Assistant Coach, Sharonda Hurd,
brought a few of their players to the
CTA elementary in order to spend
time reading with students during
March is Reading Month. The coaches and players also visited with the
middle and high school students in an
assembly to share powerful lessons

about the importance of personal responsibility and accountability in everyday life.
CTA’s middle school students were
visited by the Grace Bible College
Tigers basketball team. The students
watched a video, produced by MAPSA and Buddy Morehouse, about the
story of Curtis Jones. Jones was widely considered the greatest basketball

talent ever to come out of the city of
Detroit, but his dreams died and his
life spiraled downward because he
couldn’t read and write. After viewing
the video, team members led small
group discussions with CTA students
about lessons to be learned from Curtis Jones, specifically, about the importance of getting the best education
possible.

5th Grade Student Named Third Place Winner
of Rotary Essay Contest

Every year the Cedar Springs
Rotary Club puts on a FourWay Test Essay Contest for
local fifth grade students. The
Rotary’s Four-Way Test essay
questions consist of:
1. Is it the truth?
2. Is it fair to all concerned?
3. Will it build goodwill and
better friendships?
4. Will it be beneficial to all Analiese Van Harten with her fifth
concerned?
grade teacher, Mrs. Kate Norman.
This year, one of CTA’s fifth
Analiese with her parents, Rob and Amy Van Harten.
grade students, Analiese Van Harten, tied for Third Place
in the contest. She and her family, fifth grade teacher tended the Rotary Meeting on March 8, which honored
Mrs. Norman, and Dean of Students, Mrs. Mattson, at- all of the winners.

Putting the “Fun” in Fundraiser
On Saturday, February 18, the choir
students of Creative Technologies
Academy held a karaoke fundraiser to
help raise money for their upcoming

performance at District Choral Festival. Many fundraisers can be tedious
and time-consuming, so the choir students came up with the idea to do a
fundraiser that was more
fun! Students in grade
6-12 came out for an evening of karaoke, dancing, games, and food.
The evening started off
with a few well-known
belting karaoke songs,
and then continued with
student requests. Midway through, students
participated in a “Singing
Bee” style competition in
which they had to complete the lyrics to well
Drama Teacher Jeremy Holtrop (back left) gets into the known songs for a prize.
singing groove with CTA students.

Student Early Release - (2 hours early)*
Battle of the Books
Spring Break Begins
School Resumes from Spring Break
Coffee Time with School Leader/Superintendent
Student Early Release - (2 hours early)*

Also included in the event were a few
group dance numbers like “Cha Cha
Slide” and “The Chicken Dance.”
When students weren’t singing or
dancing they could have their picture
taken at the photo booth or grab some
snacks. All of the funds raised at the
event went right back to the choir who
is preparing to go to the District Choral Festival on Thursday, March 16.
For the CTA choir, Charger Voices,
this will be the first time attending
the festival and the group has worked
hard to be able to go. At the festival,
the choir will be singing two prepared
songs and then will sight read for a
group of judges. Jeremy Holtrop, the
director of the group, said, “The students show a lot of pride and dedication to this choir. It has become a family, and we are so excited to challenge
ourselves to go to the next level!”

17
4th & 5th Grade Health Curriculum Parent Meeting
24-27
K-8 Student-Led Conferences
28
Prom
*Early Release Dismissal Schedule
• K-2 Dismissal at 12:50 p.m.
• 3-5 Dismissal at 1:00 p.m.
• 6-12 Dismissal at 12:40 p.m.
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EASTER COLORING CONTEST 2017

Hey kids,

Would you like to win an awesome Easter Basket? It’s time for our annual Easter Coloring Contest and your chance to win!
Please color the picture above with crayons, markers or colored pencils. Our judges will choose 3 winners from three age groups: 4-5 years; 6-7 years;
and 8-10 years.
Good Luck and remember to be creative but follow the rules!

The Cedar Springs POST

Rules:
1. Only one entry per child.
2. Only one winner will be drawn from finalists.
3. We are not responsible for lost mail.
4. All entries must be at our office by April 10th by 5pm.
5. Use only crayons, markers or colored pencils. No paint, glitter,
stickers, etc.
Winners will be announced in the April 13th edition of The Cedar
Springs Post. So hurry, all entries have to be at The Post by Monday,
April 10 by 5:00 p.m.
Please deliver entries to:
36 E. Maple St., Cedar Springs.
Or mail to: Easter Coloring Contest
P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

2017 Easter Coloring Contest
Entry Form

Deadline: 5pm on Monday, April 10, 2017

Name: ______________________________________
Address: ____________________________________
___________________________________________
Phone: _____________________Age: _____________
Drop off at The Cedar Springs POST
36 E. Maple St., Cedar Springs

Mail to: Easter Coloring Contest
P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Business / Finance
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New dental center Meijer to roll out home delivery
coming to Cedar Springs across Midwest
There will soon be another option for area residents looking for affordable dental care.
The Kent County Board of Commissioners recently approved the expansion of a partnership with My Community
Dental Centers (MCDC) that will include the addition of
a new center in the strip mall at 14111 White Creek, just
north of 17 Mile Road.
MCDC opened a state of the art dental center at the Kent
County Health Department’s South Clinic in September of
2014. More than 8,500 patients have made nearly 27,000
visits since. Many of them are residents of northern Kent
County who were forced to travel to find affordable oral
health care.
“Partnering with MCDC at South Clinic has provided thousands of uninsured and Medicaid clients with
much-needed dental care since opening in 2014,” said Jim
Saalfeld, Chair of the Kent County Board of Commissioners. “The County Board, Administrator’s Office and Health
Department staff have been dedicated to finding solutions
to this critical issue. We are glad that this partnership continues to grow, and will soon provide our residents in rural
northern Kent County with a closer, more convenient location.”
“Studies have found that people with low incomes are
more than twice as likely forgo dental care because of
cost,” said Adam London, Administrative Health Officer
at the Kent County Health Department. “This center will
make quality dental care affordable and more accessible for
many families.”
The new six chair dental center is slated for opening in
early summer.
MCDC is already accepting patients for the Cedar Springs
center. People can call 877-313-6232 and get pre-registered
for scheduling.
“We are here to serve everyone,” said Kim Singh, Director of Community and Governmental Affairs with MCDC.
“We encourage anyone in Kent County who does not have
a dental office that they call home to contact us.”

Customers to get groceries and essentials from local Meijer delivered in as
little as one hour; service to bring thousands of jobs
No more waiting in long
lines. No more trips to the
grocery store after work to
pick up what you forgot. No
more two-hour shopping
trips. And no more buying what you don’t actually need. If all that sounds
good to you, you’ll love
what Meijer now has to offer come March 29.
Meijer
recently
announced it is bringing home
delivery across its six-state
footprint, starting with
Grand Rapids, Fort Wayne
and Indianapolis, and will
quickly follow with other
major markets in Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, Ohio,
Kentucky, and Wisconsin.
“We are excited to expand
our relationship with Shipt
because together we can
offer customers across the
Midwest a whole new level
of convenience, product variety, and service not available before,” Meijer President & CEO Rick Keyes
said. “Now customers can
shop a complete grocery list
online, having access to our
world class assortment of
fresh produce, meat, dairy

Use Your Tax Refund Wisely

It’s tax time again – which for many Americans means that a tax refund is on its way. If
you’re going to get a refund this year, how can
you use the money to your best advantage?
Of course, it’s always tempting to spend
the check from Uncle Sam on something fun.
But a tax refund could be sizable – the average amount in 2016 was $2,857, according
to the IRS – so putting this money to work
could help boost your progress toward your
financial goals.
Here are some possibilities for using your
refund:
• Help fund your IRA. If you were to receive a tax refund of $2,857, you’d have
slightly more than half of the $5,500 annual
IRA contribution limit for 2017, although,
if you are 50 or older, you can contribute an
extra $1,000. Consequently, you may find it
much easier to fully fund your IRA for the
year — and you should do exactly that, because an IRA is a great retirement savings
vehicle. If you have a traditional IRA, your
contributions may be fully or partially deductible, depending on your income, while your
earnings can grow tax deferred. (Taxes are
due upon withdrawal, and withdrawals prior
to age 59½ may be subject to a 10% IRS penalty.) With a Roth IRA, your contributions are
not deductible, but your earnings are distributed tax-free, provided you don’t start taking
withdrawals until you’re 59½ and you’ve had
your account at least five years.
• Help diversify your portfolio. If a market
downturn hits one asset class, and that’s where
you keep most of your money, you could take
a big hit. Owning an array of investments –

such as stocks, bonds, certificates of deposit,
and so on – can help prepare your portfolio
to weather the effects of market volatility, By
adding new investments, or increasing your
holdings of existing investments, you may
be able to further diversify your portfolio –
and you can use your refund for this purpose.
(Keep in mind, though, that diversification,
by itself, can’t guarantee profits or protect
against loss.)
• Contribute to a 529 plan. If you have
children or grandchildren whom you’d like to
help send to college, consider using your tax
refund to help fund a 529 plan. Your 529 plan
contributions may be deductible from your
state taxes, and your earnings are distributed
tax-free, provided they are used for qualified
higher education expenses. (However, withdrawals not used for higher education expenses may be subject to both income tax and a
10% penalty.)
• Pay off some debts. You can help improve your financial picture by reducing your
debt load – but it may make sense to prioritize
these debts. For example, rather than make
an extra mortgage payment, you might want
to first tackle those debts or loans that carry
a high interest rate and that don’t allow you
to deduct interest payments. After all, your
monthly mortgage payment will remain the
same even if you make an extra payment, but
if you can get rid of some smaller debts, you
will free up some cash that you could use to
invest for your future.
Think carefully about how to use your tax
refund. It represents an opportunity that you
won’t want to waste.

This article was written by Edward Jones for use by your local Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Seth Donnan
Financial Advisor
4027 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
616-696-9370

and a number of other essentials that Shipt will hand
select from a local Meijer
store and deliver to a customer’s doorstep.”   
Beginning on March
29, Meijer customers in
Cedar Springs, Rockford
and Grand Rapids with a
Shipt membership will have
the ability to shop 55,000
items using the Shipt smartphone app (iOS, android)
or place orders directly
through shipt.com. Customers can schedule their
orders to be delivered in
as little as one hour, seven days a week. Meijer
and Shipt will also launch
the service in Fort Wayne
and the Indianapolis area
in April. Other major markets in the Midwest will be
announced in the coming
months.
“The way our customers
shop continues to evolve,”
said Meijer Chairman
Hank Meijer. “We believe
the high-touch service that
Shipt offers, coupled with
what our customers love
about shopping at Meijer,
creates a new type of shopping experience.”     

Bill Smith, Founder &
CEO of Shipt, said the expansion of service at Meijer
stores will also help create
an estimated 10,000 jobs
in six states in 2017. Shipt
will build networks of hundreds of personal shoppers
and identify opportunities
to support community organizations in each Meijer
market offering the service.
“We are excited to partner
with a leader in the retail industry who continues to put
the customer first,” Smith
said.
The retailer’s decision
to expand the availability
of digital home delivery
comes after its highly successful launch of the service
in the Detroit area last fall,
which prompted Meijer to
roll out the service to other markets. Shipt members
in the Detroit area placed
more than 65,000 orders
since September 2016.
The Shipt delivery service is membership-based,
with either annual or
monthly options. For $99
a year, Shipt members receive unlimited free grocery deliveries on all orders

over $35.
After signing up for Shipt,
members can digitally shop
a large selection of Meijer
groceries, fresh produce,
and everyday essentials
including baby, health and
beauty products. They can
also note any preferences,
choose a preferred delivery
window and pay for their
order. A Shipt shopper will
hand pick their items and
deliver them in as little as
one hour after the order is
placed.  
Because most Meijer
stores are open 24 hours a
day, Shipt deliveries will
be available at most Meijer
locations around the clock,
seven days a week, with the
exception of certain holidays.
For more information
on how to become a Shipt
member and to see the full
coverage areas, please go to
www.shipt.com/Meijer. For
more information on how to
become a Shipt shopper in
Grand Rapids, Fort Wayne
and Indianapolis, please go
to https://www.shipt.com/
be-a-shopper.  
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STRESSING OUT
ABOUT YOUR

DEBT?
Let

National Debt Relief
help you

Get A Free Savings Estimate

See How Quickly You Can Be Debt Free

Get Out Of Debt Without Bankruptcy

No Upfront Fees And No Obligation

LESS STRESS AND LOWER DEBT IS ONLY A PHONE CALL AWAY
*Minimum $10,000 unsecured debt required

www.edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Call now and speak
with a debt specialist today

888-676-1954
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This Spot
50
ONLY $10k.*
per wee

EXCAVATING, INC.

Screened TopSoil
SCREENED
TOPSOIL
gravel
Sand
GRAVEL •• SAND
recycled
RECYCLED concreTe
CONCRETE

*price is our TFN (til further notice)
rate - 6 month commitment required.

Licensed &
LICENSED
& insured
INSURED
commerciaL &
& residentiaL
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

Call 616.696.3655

www.deanexcavating.com

Brynadette
Powell

636-5524
636-5524

FLORIST

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public
Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.Brynadette.com

Arthur K. Eggerding
Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

Absolute Heating
& Ventilation LLC
2011
Dealer of the year

For FREE Estimates
call 616-866-5096

SCHULTZ SEPTIC

Lori Visser

www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

Professional auto rePair

New hours: M-F 8-6 • sat. 8-4 • suN. Closed
15670 NorthlaNd dr.
betweeN Cedar spriNgs
aNd saNd lake

FLOWER SHOP

696-8863

AND GIFTS

Your original
hometown florist
“Look
for
our
specials
“Look
canopy
“Look for
for the
the striped
green canopy
on Facebook.”
&& bright
yellow
bright
yellow doors”
doors”

866-0990

17 N. Main St.

aNy Car aNy repair

Legal NOTICES
Solon
Township Hall

towNshiP of sPeNcer

couNty of KeNt, MichigaN
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Township
of Spencer to hold a public hearing on April 12,
2017 at 7:00 p.m. at the Spencer Township Hall
14960 Medler Ave. NE., within the Township, to
consider the application of Thomas Stressman
for a variance from the requirements of Section
4.16 (e) (5) of the Spencer Township Zoning
Ordinance.
This section requires “Accessory buildings
shall not be located closer than five feet from any
side lot line nor closer than 10 feet from any rear lot
line.” Mr. Stressman is seeking a variance to allow
a free standing accessory building to be located
to with-in one foot of his north property line. The
property is located in the Lake Residential District
and is described as follows:
Lot 1 LAKELAND OAKS PLAT also described
as 13207 Oakcrest Ave NE Gowen, MI 49326
All interested persons may attend the public
hearing and comment upon the requested
variance. Written comments concerning the
application may be submitted to the Township
Clerk at the above stated address, up to the time
of the public hearing.
Dated: March 16, 2017
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS
OF THE TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER

Library
...continued from page 3

6 pm on March 6 and 7. The Kent Theatre offered free popcorn to
all first graders with a library card, counting 81 over the two evenings. Family members, who shared the fun, numbered in at 258.
This year marked 20 years of celebrating first grade readers since the inception of the program in 1997, when Library
Board Member, Mike Metzger, put his idea in motion. As a part
of this year’s celebration, Mike, at the request of Cedar Springs
Library Director Donna Clark, sponsored a free book giveaway
for all first graders. Students had the choice between “Pirate’s
Treasure,” “The Great Gumshoe,” and “Medieval Quest,” all by
Cedar Springs Children’s Author, Amanda Litz. Amanda and her
two teens, Sierra and Jacob, were on hand both nights to celebrate.
Kent District Youth Librarian from Nelson Township/Sand Lake,
Sara Magnuson, and Mary Shallman, Youth Paraprofessional
from Spencer Township, brought several items for first graders to
take home as well.
First grade teachers Mrs. Doncis, Mrs. Brussow, Mr. Avink,
Mrs. Sendler, Mrs. Holtrop, Mrs. Graf, Mrs. Shepard, Mrs.
Boggiano, Mrs. Upham, Mrs. Benham, Mrs. Tiffany, and Mrs.
Schmidutz all welcomed their students with hugs, while keeping
track of attendance for the libraries.

"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential •Commercial

Our low rates are worth
the call! - 696-9570

15185 Algoma Avenue
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

PUBlIC noTICE
SEAlED BIDS FoR
ConSTRUCTIon oF
WAlKInG TRAIl

Solon Township will receive sealed bids for
construction of a walking trail at 15185 Algoma
Avenue. Bid packets are available at the township
hall or by email request to clerk@solontwp.org.
Upon acceptance of bid by the Solon Township
Board, you agree to all the information in this
bid and agree to perform the duties described.
Additionally, the successful bidder will supply
the Township Clerk with proof of liability insurance within three days of bid acceptance.
If all terms of this agreement are not met, Solon
Township reserves the right to terminate this
contract with forty eight (48) hours notice.
Please return bids on or before 5:00 PM, March
27, 2017.
Bids may be mailed or delivered to:
Solon Township Clerk
Walking Trail Bids
15185 Algoma Avenue NE
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
Solon Township reserves the right to accept or
refuse any or all bids
Dated: March 16, 2017

Mary Lou Poulsen
Solon Township Clerk

Winners
...continued from page 3

“We as Rotarians are aware of the example we set as individuals
and as a Club in our community,” said Noreen. “As community
leaders and partners, we are mindful of what we think, say and
do.”
The 4-Way Test was adopted by Rotary in 1943 and is a code
of ethics each Rotarian aspires to live by both in their business
and personal lives. It says: “Of the things we think, say or do: 1.
Is it the TRUTH? 2. Is it FAIR to all concerned? 3. Will it build
GOODWILL and BETTER FRIENDSHIPS? 4. Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?”
This is the ninth year that the Rotary has partnered with local
schools on this project.
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5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS
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Thank you to
our Advertisers for

Keeping the
Post coming!

#shopthepost
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Public Notice
towNshiP of sPeNcer

couNty of KeNt, MichigaN
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the
Planning Commission of the Township of Spencer
will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, April
5, 2017 at 7:30 p.m. at the Spencer Township
Hall, 14960 Meddler Ave., Gowen, Michigan,
concerning the application by Dan Lyndrup for
a special land use to permit a foot golf/soccer
course at property located at 14600 Lincoln Lake
Avenue, Gowen, Michigan. The property is legally
described as follows:
PART OF THE NORTHWEST 1/4 OF
SECTION 26, TOWN 10 NORTH, RANGE
9 WEST, SPENCER TOWNSHIP, KENT
COUNTY, MICHIGAN, DESCRIBED
AS: COMMENCING AT THE WEST 1/4
CORNER OF SAID SECTION 26; THENCE
N00°33’12’W 551.22 FEET ALONG THE
WEST LINE OF SAID SECTION TO
THE POINT OF BEGINNING; THENCE
N00°33’12”2 190.78 FEET ALONG THE
WEST LINE OF SAID SECTION; THENCE
S89°49’51”E 208.00 FEET; THENCE
N00°33’12”W 208.00 FEET; THENCE
N89°49’51”W 208.00 FEET; THENCE
N00°33’12”W 544.02 FEET ALONG THE
WEST LINE OF SAID SECTION; THENCE
N89°26’48”E 497.38 FEET; THENCE
EASTERLY 63.02 FEET ALONG A 217.00
FOOT RADIUS CURVE TO THE RIGHT,
SAID CURVE HAVING A CENTRAL ANGLE
OF 16°38’24” AND A CHORD BEARING
S82°14’00”E 62.80 FEET; THENCE
S11°53’28”E 183.62 FEET; THENCE
S63°23’42”E 125.67 FEET; THENCE
S39°11’24”E 637.87 FEET; THENCE
S85°23’41”E 204.99 FEET; THENCE
S78°34’42”E 198.19 FEET; THENCE
S24°24’08”E 57.40 FEET; THENCE
S77°44’59”W 304.68 FEET; THENCE
S89°44’14”W 439.98 FEET; THENCE
S86°13’33”W 471.13 FEET; THENCE
S89°26’48”W 318.23 FEET TO THE POINT
OF BEGINNING. CONTAINS 18.64 ACRES.
SUBJECT TO HIGHWAY FOR LINCOLN
LAKE AVENUE OVER THE WEST 50
FEET THERREOF. ALSO SUBJECT TO
EASEMENTS, RESTRICTIONS AND
RIGHTS-OF-WAY OF RECORD.
All interested persons may attend the public
hearing and comment on the proposed special
land use. Written comments concerning the
requested rezoning may be submitted to the
Township Clerk, at the above-stated address up
to the time of and during the public hearing.
Dated: March 16, 2017

PLANNING
COMMISSION OF THE
TOWNSHIP OF SPENCER
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Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word

Call 616.696.3655

real estate
NOTICE: All real estate
advertising in this newspaper
is subject to the Federal Fair
Housing Amendments Act and
the Michigan Civil Rights Act,
which make it illegal to advertise
“any preference, limitation or
discrimination based on race,
color, religion, sex, national
origin,
handicap,
familial
status, age or marital status,
or an intention to making any
such preference, limitation or
discrimination.” Familial Status
includes children under the age
of 18 living with parents or legal
custodians, pregnant women
and people securing custody
of children under 18. This
newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real
estate, which is in violation of
the law. To report discrimination,
call the Fair Housing Center at
616-451-2980. The HUD tollfree number for the hearing
impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

HOMES FOR SALE
1991 Schult Doublewide,
1352 sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 2
bath, in White Creek Country Estates, lot 60 Pecan
Ave. Call 616-439-3065 or
417-217-0031. #11p

CEDARFIELD
55+
COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

IT’S TIME

to think about

MOVING
616-696-1100

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

Help
Wanted

AUCTION

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

Help
Wanted

Services

Sales
Help

A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb

The Post is
in search of
sales reps...

• Flexible Hours
PM
Standby
Driver/AM
Substitute Bus Driver for Kent
City Schools. 2.00 hours per
day (2:15-4:15) (standby rate
is $13.00 per hour. If driving
hourly rate is $16.37 to start/
$16.59 after probationary period.
AM Substitute is a on call only.
All applicants must pass the
following; Physical, Criminal
Background Check, Drug testing,
Fingerprints. Please contact
Kurt Johnson 616.299.9510 /
616.678.7641. #10-13b
Machine Operator Positions
Available: CS Manufacturing, a
plastic injection molding company
is currently in need of qualified
applicants for the position of
machine operator. Responsibilities
for
this
position
include
handling, assembly, inspection
and packaging of high quality
automotive products. Applicants
should possess basic math skills
and the ability to maintain a clean,
organized work area in a very
fast paced work environment.
Applicants must also be able to
pass background check and drugscreen. We offer an opportunity to
join a growing organization with a
competitive wage. Also available
benefits package including medical
insurance, dental, life insurance,
short term disability insurance, 401k
and monthly bonuses. IMMEDIATE
JOB OPENINGS: Open to the
Public from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 a.m.
on Thursday, March 23, 2017 and
3:00 p.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Friday,
March 24, 2017. Interviews and
tours will be conducted on-site at:
CS Manufacturing, 299 W. Cherry
St., Cedar Springs, MI 49319.
#11,12b

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

• Hourly / Commission

616-893-6138

• No Nights or Weekends

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

• No Long Distance Driving
Please send resume to
sales@cedarspringspost.com

WANTED

Tree Removal
Tree Trimming
Stump Grinding
Lawn Maintenance
Snow Plowing
Sidewalk Shoveling
De-icing

AFFORDABLE &
DEPENDABLE
OvER 10 yEARs OF sERvicE

Wanted: A piano or organ,
exercise equipment and game
room equipment that you would
supply to the proposed Liberty
Lodge/Veteran’s @ Home
facility at a reasonable cost.
Thank you. Bob Truesdale 616238-4899. #11-14b

small ads
make ¢ents
for details call

The

P ST

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –
Cedar animal Hospital’s

PETS of the WEEk
It’s good to be Queen!
This regal beauty is
Hazelnut. She’s the
reigning royalty at Lake
Haven Rescue; and she
knows it! She is 2 years
old, spayed and UTD
on all vaccines. Though
she is not declawed, her
care givers were very
surprised. She’s never
used them on anything
at all. She is a true lover of laps, petting and occasional treats. If you’d like to add Hazelnut to your
kingdom, you can apply for her online at:

w w w. l a k e h a v e n r e s c u e . o r g

Sponsored by

Cedar

animal Hospital
3705 Gentleway
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
ph: (616) 696-1212

Humane Society of West Michigan’s

PETS of the Week

696-3655

Critter

Storage

Corner

CEDARFIELD

Found: Small dog. Light brown
color, female, found March 7th
in the parking lot of St. John
Paul II Catholic Church. Call
616-799-3709. #10

SELF StoRAgE
Next to Meijer

616-696-1100

Found: Young black, male, cat
found on Sunday, March 12th in
Cedar Springs by First St. Call
616-696-9222. #11

This Spot
25
ONLY $1ee1k.*

Lost • Found • Free
Animal Ads
are FREE
in The POST
696-3655

per w

*price is our TFN (til further notice)
rate - 6 month commitment required.

Call 616.696.3655

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at

www.cedarspringspost.com

(1)																																																											(2)																																																																	(3)																																																																		(4)
(5)																																																											(6)																																																																	(7)																																																																		(8)
(9)																																																											(10)																																																															(11)																																																																(12)

Thursday, March 16, 2017

Nadia – Female American Pit
Bull Terrier
I’m a 3 year old happy girl
who loves to play with people
and toys! I was transferred to
HSWM from another shelter
in Michigan making much of
my history a mystery. I’m very
social and playful and would do
well in a home where I can have
regular activity and where my
family would do some training
with me. If I sound like the right fit for your relaxed home
please come meet me at Humane Society of West Michigan!
Oreo – Female Domestic Short Hair
I’m a beautiful 12
year old cat looking
for my forever home.
I would need a family
who would give me
the time and space
necessary to adjust
to new environment. I am social and
friendly once I have warmed up to my place & people! Please
come meet me at Humane Society of West Michigan.
Humane Society of West Michigan is open Tuesday-Friday 127, Saturday & Sunday 11-4.
Please join us

(13)																																																									(14)																																																															(15)																																																																(16)
(17)																																																									(18)																																																															(19)																																																																(20)
(21)																																																									(22)																																																															(23)																																																																(24)
(25)																																																									 $12.20

$12.40

$12.60

$12.80

$13.00

$13.20

$13.40

$13.60

$13.80

$14.00

$14.20

25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad
$ ________
Box
$1.50
Bold
$1.50
Name ________________________________
Ad Total
$ ________
Times
to
run
X ________
Address_______________________________
Amount Due
$ ________
Phone ________________________________
Start Date (Thurs.) ____________
Signature ______________________________
Type of Payment
___Cash
Expiration Date ______________
___Check
Credit Card Number ___________________________________ ___Credit Card

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.
Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

Information is available at www.pawsclawsandcorks.com.
For more information on the Humane
Society of West Michigan, call (616) 4538900 or visit them at 3077 Wilson NW,
just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road during
adoption hours or visit www.hswestmi.org

Classifieds

are online @
cedarspringspost.com/classifieds/

Thursday, March 16, 2017
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Tax Time

to avoid tax scams
Understanding the Tips
Attorney General Bill Schuette reminds residents that the IRS will never ask for
child and dependent personal information by phone or email
care tax credit
The IRS urges people not to overlook the Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit. Eligible taxpayers may be able claim it if
they paid for someone to care for a child, dependent or spouse
last year.
Taxpayers can use the IRS Interactive Tax Assistant tool, Am
I Eligible to Claim the Child and Dependent Care Credit?, to
help determine if they are eligible to claim the credit for expenses paid for the care of an individual to allow the taxpayer
to work or look for work.
Eight other key points about this credit include:
1. Work-Related Expenses. The care must have been necessary so a person could work or look for work. For those
who are married, the care also must have been necessary
so a spouse could work or look for work. This rule does
not apply if the spouse was disabled or a full-time student.
2. Qualifying Person. The care must have been for “qualifying persons.” A qualifying person can be a child under
age 13. A qualifying person can also be a spouse or dependent who lived with the taxpayer for more than half the
year and is physically or mentally incapable of self-care.
3. Earned Income. A taxpayer must have earned income for
the year, such as wages from a job. For those who are
married and file jointly, the spouse must also have earned
income. Special rules apply to a spouse who is a student
or disabled.
4. Credit Percentage / Expense Limits. The credit is worth
between 20 and 35 percent of allowable expenses. The
percentage depends on the income amount. Allowable expenses are limited to $3,000 for paid care of one qualifying person. The limit is $6,000 if the taxpayer paid for the
care of two or more.
5. Dependent Care Benefits. Special rules apply for people who get dependent care benefits from their employer. Form 2441, Child and Dependent Care Expenses, has
more on these rules. File the form with a tax return.
6. Qualifying Person’s SSN. The Social Security number
of each qualifying person must be included to claim the
credit.
7. Care Provider Information. The name, address and taxpayer identification number of the care provider must be
included on the return.
8. IRS Free File. Taxpayers are encouraged to use IRS Free
File to prepare and e-file their federal tax returns, including Form 2441. Free File is easy, fast and available only
at IRS.gov/freefile.
Taxpayers who pay someone to come to their home and care
for their dependent or spouse may be a household employer
and may have to withhold and pay Social Security and Medicare tax and pay federal unemployment tax. See Publication
926, Household Employer’s Tax Guide.
Taxpayers should keep a copy of their tax return. Beginning
in 2017, taxpayers using a software product for the first time
may need their Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) amount from
their prior-year tax return to verify their identity. Taxpayers can
learn more about how to verify their identity and electronically
sign tax returns at https://www.irs.gov/individuals/electronic-filing-pin-request.

LANSING – With tax season entering full swing, Michigan Attorney General today issued an updated consumer
alert with tips to avoid the latest tax scams and IRS related
scams. The Attorney General’s Consumer Protection Team
often sees an uptick in tax related scams during the early
spring months.
“Tax season is the time of year that scam artists and crooks
look forward to,” said Schuette. “Whether it is someone posing as an IRS agent, or as a tax preparer, you can never be
too cautious with your personal information. If you believe
you are the victim of identity theft, contact law enforcement
immediately.”
Schuette noted that the IRS will never contact you asking for personal information by phone or email. Schuette
encourages any residents who believe they have received
fraudulent calls or emails to contact the IRS directly.
Below is a detailed list of things the IRS will never ask
you to do:
*Demand payment without any chance to appeal or question the amount due
*Threaten to have you arrested
*Require a specific payment method, like a pre-paid debit
card or wire transfer
*Ask for your bank account number
Phone Scams to Watch For:
*A high pressure call that threatens legal action which can
only be avoided by immediate payment.
*A caller identifies themselves as an IRS employee and
tells the targeted victim that they are eligible for a sizable
rebate for filing taxes early if they submit bank account information for direct deposit of the rebate or refund.
*A person claiming to be an IRS employee indicates the
IRS sent a check that has not been cashed and the IRS needs
to verify the individual’s bank account number.
IRS Email Scams to Watch For:
*Using the official IRS logo.
*Using whole sections of text from the IRS’s website.
*Using a fake “from” address that looks similar to the IRS.
*Using forms with numbers similar to those the IRS already uses.
The IRS will never contact you via email so don’t be
fooled.
What to Do if You Get an Email or Phone Call Claiming
to Come From the IRS:
*If you don’t owe taxes, hang up immediately or delete the
email without opening it. Report any suspicious solicitation
to the Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration hotline at 800-366-4484.
*If you do owe on your taxes, call the IRS at 800-8291040 if you need federal tax assistance.

*Do not click on any links embedded in a suspicious email.
*You may forward emails to phishing@irs.gov, the address
established by the IRS to receive, track, and shut down these
scams. Detailed instructions for how to send the emails are
available through the IRS. You may not receive an individual
response to your email because of the volume of reports the
IRS receives each day.
*Report misuse of the IRS name, logo, forms, or other IRS
property to the Treasury Inspector General hotline at 800366-4484.
*The only genuine IRS website is www.irs.gov. You
should never get to this site using a link embedded into an
email. Instead enter the address in your browser. A website
link embedded into an email can easily take you to a fake
site.
For general consumer protection questions or complaints,
you may reach the Attorney General’s Consumer Protection
Division at:
P.O. Box 30213
Lansing, MI 48909
517-373-1140
Fax: 517-241-3771
Toll free: 877-765-8388
Online Complaint Form http://www.michigan.gov/ag

Peterson
tax and Accounting
Phone: 616-696-5300

23 West Elm St. | Cedar Springs
• All PersonAl TAxes
• All Business TAxes
And AccounTing
• e-file/direcT dePosiT

Lucinda Peterson

35 Years of experience

lucinda@PetersonTaxAcctg.com

Walk-ins Welcome!
PetersonTaxandAccounting.com

ACTION

TAX SERVICE
Call Now for an Appointment

866-4704
Member of

Over

30

Years

PUT OUR EXPERTISE TO WORK FOR YOU.

15-0267

14111 White Creek Ave ,
Cedar Springs, Michigan 49319
616-696-3702
OBTP#B13696 ©2015 HRB Tax Group, Inc.

“Complex returns
not a problem”

Individuals • Businesses • LLCs •
Partnerships • Corporations

EXPERT,
AFFORDABLE
TAX HELP

10271 Northland Dr.
Rockford

www.actiontaxservice.com

OUR
LOCATION

Bell
Furniture

X

Northland Dr.

Our tax professionals will get you every credit and
deduction you deserve. Visit HRBLOCK.COM to
make an appointment today.

National Association
of Tax Professionals

13 Mile Rd.

12 Mile Rd.

Year-Round Service • Tax Planning • Out-of-State Returns • Bookkeeping • Payroll • Experienced Personnel
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Benefit
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Our Best Deal Ever!

...continued from front page

Emma completed 8 rounds of chemotherapy, a stem cell transplant, four cycles of antibody therapy and 12 rounds of radiation.
Her treatments started September 2015 and
went until August 2016. On June 10, 2016,
she went into remission.
It lasted six months.
On December 12, 2016, Emma, now in
third grade, relapsed with Neuroblastoma
in her brain and spine. There were four tumors with the main tumor wrapped around
blood vessels. Emma was given a 0 percent
chance of survival.
“Emma did 17 rounds of radiation in
hopes to shrink the tumors and expand her
life a little longer,” explained Michelle. She
said that radiation did shrink some of the tumors, however it has caused the main tumor
to start bleeding. Emma’s survival chance
went up slightly to 5 percent, but the bleeding will only increase as time goes on.
The Post asked Michelle how much
Emma knows about this, and how is she
taking it?
“Emma realizes her chance to survive is
small and she understands the bleeding will
continue to get worse until the unthinkable
happens.”
The family is making the most of and
treasuring their time together with Emma.
“Emma has dropped out of school to spend
more time with family as time is ticking
away,” said Michelle. “It’s been a very
emotional experience for all family members involved and we are all just trying to
enjoy having Emma with us as long as possible.”
Recently, they attended Disney World
together and made many happy memories,
through a trip made possible by the MakeA-Wish foundation. “She loved every moment of it. Emma got to meet almost ev-

ery princess
possible and
she loved the
roller coasters!”
E m m a ’s
mom
said
that insurance has covered about 90 percent of Emma’s medical treatments and some of the
prescriptions. But they still need some financial support. There is a gofundme page
set up at http://tinyurl.com/emmaorr for
those who wish to donate.
Also, the Beach Elementary PTO is holding a special 25-cent sale fundraiser for
Emma on Friday evening, March 24, from
6-8 p.m. Come join in a fun night of shopping to help raise money for Emma and her
family. Booths will be set up with local direct sales consultants. Two raffle prizes will
be available from each booth, each valued at
a minimum of $25. Purchase 25-cent raffle
tickets throughout the event and drop your
tickets into the cup next to the raffle prize
you wish to win. To make it even better,
for every $10 spent at the booths, you will
earn Golden Tickets. Golden Tickets get
placed into a separate raffle drawing. One
lucky winner will be announced at the end
of the event. That lucky winner will receive
a raffle prize valued at a minimum of $25
from each of the booths present. There will
also be a custom Fight for Emma “No one
fights alone” bracelet at the Plunder Design
booth. Be sure to check that out.
To follow Emma’s fight, you can follow the Fight for Emma facebook
page
at
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/732117343587400/.

Benefit BBQ Dinner

Free Streaming

8 South Squires St., Rockford, MI

Free HD-DVR

On Up to 6 Rooms

Record 16 Shows at once
& 2000 Hrs of Storage

Every Channel + Recorded Shows
on all of your devices

Call 1-844-274-6079
All oﬀers require credit qualiﬁcation and 24-month commitment and early termination fee with eAutoPay

Offer for new and qualifying former customers only. Important Terms and Conditions: Qualification: Advertised price requires credit qualification and eAutoPay. Upfront activation and/or receiver upgrade fees may apply based
on credit qualification. Offer ends 4/5/17. 2-Year Commitment: Early termination fee of $20/mo. remaining applies if you cancel early. Included in 2-year price guarantee at $39.99 advertised price: Flex Pack plus one add-on Pack,
HD service fees, and equipment for 1 TV. Included in 2-year price guarantee at $54.99 advertised price: America's Top 120 Plus programming package, Local channels and Regional Sports Networks (where available), HD service
fees, and equipment for 1 TV. Included in 2-year price guarantee for additional cost: Programming package upgrades ($54.99 for AT120+, $64.99 for AT200, $74.99 for AT250), monthly fees for additional receivers ($7 per additional
TV, receivers with additional functionality may be $10-$15) and monthly DVR service fees ($10). NOT included in 2-year price guarantee or advertised price (and subject to change): Taxes & surcharges, add-on programming
(including premium channels), Protection Plan, and transactional fees. Premium Channels: Subject to credit qualification. After 3 mos., you will be billed $60/mo. for HBO, Cinemax, Showtime, Starz and DISH Movie Pack unless you
call to cancel. Other: All packages, programming, features, and functionality are subject to change without notice. After 6 mos., you will be billed $8/mo. for Protection Plan unless you call to cancel. After 2 years, then-current
everyday prices for all services apply. For business customers, additional monthly fees may apply. Free standard professional installation only. © 2016 DISH Network L.L.C. All rights reserved. HBO®, Cinemax® and related channels and
service marks are the property of Home Box Office, Inc. SHOWTIME is a registered trademark of Showtime Networks Inc., a CBS Company. STARZ and related channels and service marks are property of Starz Entertainment, LLC. With
PrimeTime Anytime record ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC plus two channels. With addition of Super Joey record two additional channels. Commercial skip feature is available at varying times, starting the day after airing, for select primetime
shows on ABC, CBS, FOX and NBC recorded with PrimeTime Anytime. Recording hours vary; 2000 hours based on SD programming. Equipment comparison based on equipment available from major TV providers as of 6/01/16.
Watching live and recorded TV anywhere requires an Internet-connected, Sling-enabled DVR and compatible mobile device. All new customers are subject to a one time processing fee.
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For Ricker Family
March 25th, 2017 3pm - 7pm @

The Peppermill Grill

Free Installation

10 to 15 YEAR WARRANTY
Englander Sleep Sets
are available in a wide range
of comfort levels,
from extra firm
to ultra plush pillow tops.
Up To:

10 to 15 YEAR WARRANTY
10 to 15 YEAR WARRANTY
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Come support the two Ricker Brothers as they fight
two separate types of cancer.

$10 with homemade macaroni and cheese, baked

will get you a pulled pork bbq or two hot dogs

a plate beans and a beverage. (carry out is also welcomed)

100% of proceeds will go to the Ricker Family.
T-shirts and wrist bands will
also be available to purchase.
Raffle Tickets for
Basket Drawings
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