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Brush fire chars
wins state
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Marching Band
visits Disney
Bits of cardboard can be seen
floating in the air as smoke and
flames encompass the area.
Photo by Craig Carter.

By Judy Reed

Cedar Springs junior
Ryan Ringler did something
last weekend that hasn’t
been done in 20 years: he
brought home a state championship wrestling title for
the Red Hawks. The last
time that happened was in

1998, when Dean Myers
did it.
This was also the first
time six individual Red
Hawk wrestlers made it
to state since 1992. Read
about how they did on page
8.

A brush fire went out of
control Monday afternoon
and threatened neighboring
homes in Solon Township.
According to Deputy Fire
Chief Chris Paige, they got
the call about 4:22 p.m. Monday afternoon, March 5, that
there was an out of control
brush fire at Algoma and
Quarterhorse Drive.
“It was started by a person
burning cardboard and the
wind picked it up and took
into the field,” he explained.
He said that on arrival,
about a quarter acre was burning, but with the wind and dry
conditions, it spread to a half
acre in about 1-1/2 minutes.
Brush Fire - continues on page 9
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Wrestlers at
State
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The fire burned a path behind area homes along Quarterhorse Drive.
Photo by Kim Lemke.

Software or
Tax Pro?

CTA signs papers on Attic catches fire at auto shop
property donation

By Judy Reed

Fred and Carolee Gunnell, of Solon Township,
are leaving a legacy of love
with their donation of 10
acres to Creative Technologies Academy.
The donation was made
official Thursday, March
1, at an emotional signing
ceremony in the school auditorium.
The Gunnells, retired
educators and longtime
neighbors of the charter
school, decided to donate
the property to the school
when they found out they
wanted to expand.
“Over the years, Carolee and I have always been
involved in education,”
signs - continues on page 9

Tax Time - page 10

Otters on Bass
Lake

Post photo by J. Reed.

A fire in the attic at Bronk’s Auto Repair earlier this week was quickly extinguished.

By Judy Reed

Fred Gunnell (left) and CTA Supt. Dan George (right)
after the property closing on Thursday, March 1. Post
photo by J. Reed.

An oil heater that was vented into
an attic space is thought to be the
cause of a fire that occurred Monday afternoon at an auto repair shop.
According to Algoma Fire Chief
Troy Guerra, the call came in Monday, March 5, at 1:56 p.m. of a fire
in the attic at Bronk’s Auto Repair, 10355 Northland Drive. They
had automatic aid from Courtland

Township Fire, and a second alarm
was put out when told the attic
was fully engulfed. On the second
alarm, help was asked for from
Oakfield, Kent City, Cedar Springs,
Solon, Sparta and Rockford.
When they arrived on scene,
Guerra said the attic did have fire
and smoke, but was not as serious
as originally thought. He said they
extinguished the blaze in about 15
Attic - continues on page 12
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Hometown Hero
Cameron Umphrey, US Marine Corp
Cameron Umphrey, the son of
Mistie Bowser and
the late Brett Bowser, and Michael and
Kim Umphrey, all
of Cedar Springs,
Michigan, graduated from the
United States Marine Corp, Hotel
Co. 2nd Batallion,
Platoon 2022 on
March 2, 2018,
at Parris Island,
South
Carolina.
Cameron deployed
to boot camp on
December 4, 2017
and began the
rigorous
mental

Thursday, March 8, 2018

Marching Red Hawks visit Disney
World

The
Cedar
Springs
Marching Red Hawks visited Walt Disney World
February 15-19, in Orlando,
Florida.
While there, they performed at the Magic Kingdom and participated in
Disney’s “You’re Instrumental” workshop.
“It was an incredible trip
and our band members represented Cedar Springs in a
very professional manner,”
said band director Adam
Borst, in an email he sent
out about the trip.

and physical challenges of boot camp. He not only succeeded and completed boot camp but he also earned the
Ironman Award, which lists him as the most physically
fit Marine for his whole company, which was over 550
Marines with a score of 598 out of 600! This achievement
along with others put him as an honor graduate and he
was recognized at graduation by receiving the top award.
Cameron also earned the rank of Private First Class and
will continue to succeed and climb the ranks as he attends two more schools and then is assigned to a base.
Cameron is a 2016 Cedar Springs High School graduate
whereheexcelledinfootball,hockey,crosscountryandtrack.
He attended GRCC before enlisting in the Marines.
“We are so proud of Cameron. He makes his family so
proud and we love him so much!” said his mom, Mistie.

Odyssey of the Mind

SprinG
iS juSt around tHe
corner

iS your car ready to
BloSSom tHiS year?
Collision & Mechanical Centers

FixinG carS. HelpinG people.

cedar SprinGS
location:

Greenville
location:

Collision Services

Collision &
Mechanical Services

(616) 696-1830
13399 White Creek Ave NE

Cedar Springs
Monday – Friday:
8:00am to 5:00pm

(616) 754-0307

12700 Old 14 Mile Rd NE

Greenville
Mon–Fri: 8am to 5pm

thecarcenter.org

Red Hawk Elementary 1st place

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

Brauhaus
&
Restaurant
• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

The oldest
known recipe
in the world
is for beer.
95 North MaiN | Cedar SpriNGS
CSBreW.CoM | (616) 696-Beer

Red Hawk Elementary 2nd place

Saturday, February 24,
rang with creativity at the
regional Odyssey of the
Mind tournament in Greenville, for Region 2 West
Michigan teams. The halls
were filled to the brim
with costumed creatures
ready to “hang out” at a
stellar location, vehicles
ready to TRI their wheels
and skills at Olympic sized
events, Emoji faces, and
classical characters galore!
Charlotte’s web? We spun
it. Gulliver’s travels? We
journeyed through, and
down the rabbit hole with
Alice, plus so much more.
We had primary (K-2nd
grade) cooking classes and
balsa wood structures holding 100s of pounds!
Creativity,
teamwork,

perseverance, hard work
and a whole lot of fun was
the common thread of the
day. The best part is the
students do it all by themselves. Hands off adults!
If one way doesn’t work
there are many other ways
to try. That’s one of the best
life skills of Odyssey of the
Mind.
Building confidence and
leadership while embracing creativity and problem
solving. Our world needs
our O.M.ers!
Cedar Springs sent three
teams.
Cedar View Elementary coached by Dena Fisk and
Jennifer Redes (honorable
mention 5th place) problem
3 div 1.
Mind - continues on page 16
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Beekeeping now legal in city
Residents can now apply
for a permit to keep bees in
the City of Cedar Springs,
after the City Council approved an ordinance last
month on beekeeping.
According to the ordinance, it will be for an experimental period of two years.
“To strike a balance between those who desire to keep honeybees and the concerns raised by others regarding possible
problems with allowing honeybees to be kept in the City –
and to allow the City Council to assess whether honeybees
should be allowed to be kept in the City on a permanent
basis – the City Council finds that permitting the keeping
of honeybees on an experimental two (2) year basis is the
appropriate intermediate compromise solution,” reads the
ordinance.
A person will need to apply for a permit from the planning commission to keep bees. Letters will be sent to all
those with adjacent properties informing them of the person’s intention to keep bees. If anyone objects, that objection will be given to the planning commission along with
the application.
The Planning Commission shall review the permit application in light of the following factors:
1. The number of honeybees the applicant desires to keep;

2. The size of the lot on
which honeybees are proposed to be kept;
3. The adequacy of the applicant’s plans for housing
and confining the honeybees,
specifically the intention to
follow the guidelines promulgated and known as the Generally Accepted Agricultural and Management Practices for
the Care of Farm Animals January 2015 - Beekeeping and
Apiary Management as published by the Michigan Department of Agriculture and Rural Development
4. Input received from adjacent property owners; and
5. Other factors relevant to the applicant’s particular circumstances.
A beekeeper must follow all guidelines in the ordinance,
including: Keep no more than a total of two hives on real
property less than 10,890 square feet; no more than 4 hives
on real property less than 21,780 square feet; no more than
6 hives on real property less than 43,560 square feet; and
no more than eight hives on real property more than 43,561
square feet.
For more of the guidelines, see sections 8-73 to 8-79. Go
to http://dev.cityofcedarsprings.org/ordinances/
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Educator nominated for national
LifeChanger of the Year award

Kelly Workman, an eighth grade spe- all students to be successful.
cial education teacher at Cedar Springs
“I constantly hear her singing songs
Middle School, has been nominated for aloud while walking through the halls,”
the 2017-2018 national LifeChanger of the nominator said.
the Year award.
Middle School principal Sue Spahr
Sponsored by the National Life also had kind words for Kelly on her
Group Foundation, LifeChanger of nomination. “Kelly works like an enerthe Year recognizes and rewards the gizer bunny, never running out of posvery best K-12 educators and school itive energy! She lifts up staff and studistrict employees across the United dents as she works to provide the best
States who are making a difference in support for students that is possible.
the lives of students by exemplifying Thank you, Kelly!”
excellence, positive influence and leadEach school year, LifeChanger of
ership.
the Year receives hundreds of nominaWorkman was nominated by an tions from all 50 states and the District
anonymous colleague. She is constant- of Columbia. Seventeen individual
Kelly Workman
ly finding new ways to connect with LifeChanger of the Year awards will
her special education students and un- be given during the 2017-2018 school honored at a national awards ceremony
derstand what services they require.
year.
in spring 2018 in Bermuda, where the
“I have seen students meet with her
(1) Grand Prize Winner – will receive Grand Prize Winner will be revealed.
during lunch time to give addition- $10,000 to be shared with their school/
Winners are chosen by a selection
al support,” the nominator said. “She district.
committee comprised of former winstays after school with students so that
(4) Grand Prize Finalists – will re- ners and education professionals. Nomparents can adjust their schedules to fit ceive $5,000 to be shared with their inees must be K-12 teachers or school
their child’s needs. There is no stop in school/district.
district employees. To be considered
her drive for student success.”
(10) LifeChanger Award Winners – for an award, nominees must:
Mrs. Workman and the nominator will receive $3,000 to be shared with
• Make a positive impact in the
are continuously bouncing ideas off of their school/district.
lives of students
each other to make sure that their les(1) Spirit Award Winner – This award
• Enhance their school or district’s
sons are structured, reteaching is prac- is given to the nominee whose comatmosphere, culture and pride
ticed, and deeper questions are asked.
munity demonstrates the most support
• Demonstrate exemplary leadership
“Professionally, I appreciate how for their nomination. The winner will
at the school and/or district level
we work together to adjust or modify receive $5,000 to be shared with their
• Possess a proven record of profesassignments, projects or assessments school/district.
sional excellence
to make sure all students understand
(1) Spotlight Award Winner – This
• Show commitment to building a
what is being taught,” the nominator award is given to a nominee in a specifnurturing environment that supsaid. “Many times, I have made lesson ic discipline each year. For 2017-2018,
ports learning
changes from one period to the next the award was given to Debra Santia• Adhere to the highest moral and
because something didn’t work out the go, who works as a secretary and bookethical standards
way we expected.”
keeper in Orlando, FL. She received
A resource page with ideas for how
Additionally, Mrs. Workman is such $5,000 to share with her school, Timber to celebrate nominees can be found at
a positive person, always playing mo- Lakes Elementary School.
http://lifechangeroftheyear.com/showtivational music in her classroom. On
Winners are announced via surprise spirit/. To see Kelly’s nomination page,
a daily basis, she puts up new positive award ceremonies held at their schools. visit lifechangeroftheyear.com and
Homes
Cozy will
for 62
messages across the halls, to motivateMaking
The grand
prize finalists
also Years
be search for her name.
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Directory

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL

Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

(since 1946) Non-Denominational • pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of Traffic Light)

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com
696-3560

Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm
pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331

Fellowship Group of Michigan
Pastor Bruce Chapman

616.636.9209

Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

To learn more about
the Sabbath and the
truth of the bible visit

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

www.cogfgomi.org

Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd.


866-4298
Pastor:
Rev. Kim DeLong

coumc.weebly.com



PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY



West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery





Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.
MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.





sunday Worship: 11 aM

enhanced
fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f







Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Cedar Springs Christian Church
pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational
www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

SundayS:
10:30 a.M.

MondayS:
open prayer
7-8 pM

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

Mary Queen of Apostles Church

Do you know that Saturday is the Sabbath?

The Church of God

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)
Phone: 696-9120
Web: www.pioneercrc.org
Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180

*NOT affiliated with
Creative Technologies
Academy (CTA)

Cedar Springs
United
Methodist
Church
Cedar Springs
United
Methodist
Church

Rockford Springs Community Church

S.St.,
Main
Box KSprings
, Cedar Springs
140 S.140
Main
POSt.,
BoxPO
K, Cedar
616-696-1140

www.cedarspringsumc.org
616-696-1140
• www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org
Email:
office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor David Vander Meer

5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

www.rockfordsprings.org

Pastor Bill Johnson

Pastor
Jane
Duffey 11:15 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m.
• Coffee
Fellowship:
Sunday Worship
Service:
10:15
a.m.
 Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.
Supervised
Nursery
Care
Provided
Supervised
Nursery Care
Provided
Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm
dinner, 6:20-7:00pm
Christian
Education

Sunday WorShip
9:30am • 5:00pm

Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education

Nelson
Church “Where
“Where
are Loved”
EastEast
Nelson
Church
You You
are Loved”

9024—18
MileNE
Rd. NE
9024—18
Mile Rd.
Springs
MI 49319
CedarCedar
Springs
MI 49319
616-696-0661
Sunday
am Worship
Service
616-696-0661
Sunday
9:30 9:30
am Worship
Service
Pastor Inge Whittemore
Sunday
KidZone
9:45
am
Ages
4 to 12
Pastor Inge Whittemore
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12
Like us on Facebook
Like us on Facebook
www.eastnelsonumc.org
www.eastnelsonumc.org

UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673

Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am

HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~
Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
Worship
11 a.m.
Senior Pastor,
Rev. Chadrick
Brown

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm

Wesleyan Church
org
616-696-3229
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI 49319 616-696-9333
Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes
Worship: Sunday 10:00 am

Nursery & Children’s Church during message

*Youth - Sunday 11:30 am-12:30 pm *Tuesday - Celebrate Recovery 6:30-8:30 pm
*Wednesday - Kidzone & Grief Share 6-7:30 pm *Thursday - Open Prayer 6-7:30 pm

N. to Sand Lake

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
19 Mile Road

www.scwchurch.org

(Sept. - March)

Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

H I L L C R E S T Community Church of God

22 Mile Road

Service
10 am
Solon Time:
Center

Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

In the back row Diane Jenkins is between her two twins, Terri
(Jenkins) Roskamp (L) and Tammy (Jenkins) Metzger (R).
The middle row has Tammy’s twins Andrea Metzger (L) and
Allison (Metzger) Ream (R). Celebrating their 1st birthday
are Allison’s twins Natalie (L) and Adalyn Ream (R).

SAND LAKE

Thursday
KidzKlub
pm Ages
4 to 12
Thursday
KidzKlub
6 pm 6Ages
4 to 12

M-46

Algoma Ave.

Celebrating 3 Generations
of Twin Girls

Cedar Springs

US-131

S. to G.R.

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
Pastor Doug DiBell
SummerDoug
Worship
- 10AM
Pastor
DiBell
&
Senior
Pastor
Tom
Holloway
Pastor Tom
Holloway,
Music/Youth
June-August
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.
616-696-3229

St. John Paul II Parish

A Welcoming Catholic Church
3110 17 Mile Road | Cedar Springs, MI | 696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2-mqa.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org
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LUKE L. VINCENT JR.
WAYNE A. WILLIAMS
Wayne A. Williams age 71 of Cedar
Springs, died Thursday, March 1, 2018 at
his home. Wayne was born July 23, 1946 in
Grand Rapids, Michigan the son of Wayne
and Barbara (Fenton) Williams. He worked
40 years for Lear Siegler, (Smith Industries)
retiring on January 1, 2006. Music was his
heart and soul and he liked and played all
genre of music. He enjoyed spending time
in nature and after retirement his hobbies
included woodworking and gardening. He
had many diverse interests. Surviving are
his wife of 25 years, Ann Marie (Misner);
children, Donald (Laura) Williams, Wayne
Patrick (Tammy) Williams, Kristen
(Duncan) Gervin; grandchildren, Ashley,
Sommer, RayLee, Hannah, Avry, Lily,
Dillon, Dakota, Jafar and Chandra; motherin-law, Mary Ann Misner; in-laws, Bill
(Karen) Misner, Dennis (Colleen) Misner,
Rod (Tracy) Misner. He was preceded in
death by his parents, sister, Shelly Rothley;
father-in-law, Rod Misner. The visitation
and service was held Wednesday, March 7,
2018 at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral
Home, Cedar Springs. Dr. Ron Pluene
officiating. Memorial contributions may
be made to Spectrum Health Hospice or
American Cancer Society.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

JOANN C. ADAMS

E ngagement
B irth
A nniversary
W edding
M emorial
O bituary
T hankyou!
A nnouncement

JoAnn C. Adams age 84 of Cedar Springs,
died Monday, March 5, 2018 at Metron
of Cedar Springs. JoAnn was born June
2, 1933 in Grand Rapids, Michigan the
daughter of J.C. & Charlotte (Jones) Overly.
She was a dollmaker and owned her own
store. She is survived by her children,
Jacqueline (Rick) Ransom, Barbara (Mike)
Grutter, Brian (Mary) Adams; several
grandchildren and great-grandchildren and
sister, Bonnie Moquet. She was preceded
in death by her husband, Gene and son,
Jonathan. An Open House to receive friends
will be held on Sunday, March 25, 2018
from 2-4 p.m. at Mike and Barb Grutter’s
home, 14070 Myers Lake, Cedar Springs.
Memorial contributions may be made to the
Alzheimer’s Association, 2944 Fuller Ave.
NE, Grand Rapids, MI 49505.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs.

Thank you for all the kind cards, words,
food and prayers. Also the memorials to
Pine Rest in memory of Jeff Rogers.
Nancy & Dick Jackson
Dennis & Jenny Rogers

The art of being a good
guest is knowing
when to leave.
Withdraw thy foot from thy neighbour’s house;
lest he be weary of thee, and so hate thee. ~ Proverbs 25:17

LANNY D. GILLESPIE
Lanny D. Gillespie age 71 of Cedar Springs,
passed away Tuesday, March 6, 2018 at his
home. Lanny was born August 31, 1946
in Cedar Springs, Michigan the son of
Raymond and Thelma (Tisdel) Gillespie.
Lanny worked at Keeler Brass for 20 years
and then had his own lawn care business.
He is survived by his siblings, Colleen
(Dale) Thurston, Ed (Nancy) Gillespie, Deb
(Bruce Duncan) Merlington and Diane (Ed)
Sipka; special “sister”, Joan Weinrich; many
nieces, nephews, great nieces and nephews,
cousins and his favorite companion dog,
Harley. He was preceded by his parents;
brothers, Leonard & Raymond Jr. Gillespie
and sister, Darlene St. John. The family
will receive friends Friday noon until time
of service at 1:00 p.m. at the Bliss-Witters
& Pike Funeral Home, Cedar Springs,
Pastor Cindi Greene officiating. Interment
Elmwood Cemetery. Memorials may be
made to Hospice of Michigan.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

Luke L. Vincent Jr. age 81 of Cedar Springs,
passed away Tuesday, March 6, 2018 in
Grand Rapids. Luke was born October
16, 1936, the son of Luke Lee Vincent Sr.
and Goldie Bell (VanMeter) Vincent. He is
survived by his children, Luke III (June);
Sonia (Lindsay) Carpenter; Star (Vern)
TenHarmsel; Sally Miller; Clarence (Barbie)
and Becky Vincent; 11 grandchildren,
Luke IV, Kelby, Brandie (David), Thomas,
Nick (Caitlyn), Corey (Kate), Tara
(William), Toni, Marie, Charles, Dakota;
11 great-grandchildren, Kendra, Tatiana,
Ariana, Brooke, Zyana, Owen, Mayleigh,
Tommy Jr., Grace, Morgan and Rozalyn;
3 sisters; special friend, Lucille and her
daughters, Dawn (Mark), Diane and Micky;
grandchildren, Christina, Anthony, Andrew,
Marie and Rick; many nieces and nephews.
He was preceded in death by his wives,
Dorothy and Dixie Vincent; son; Scott
Randall Vincent and 5 brothers. A memorial
service will be held at the Cedar Springs
American Legion on Monday at 11:00 a.m.
with a luncheon to follow.
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Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs.

The family of Nancy See would like to
thank the American Legion Glen Hill Post
287 and the community for all their love
and support.
James See
Debra Hanson
Dawn R. Smith
David Smith
Patrick See

Church Connection
is online @ cedarspringspost.com
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Bliss-Witters & Pike

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

• One story, modern facility
• Life celebrations created
especially for loved ones
• Keepsake jewelry and
urns available

in

• Veteran services

for only $20
without photo
$25 with photo
($5 per additional photo)

50 word limit

*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject
to additional fees by length.

• Pre-planning services

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410
Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

• Available 24 hours

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services
GRANT CHAPEL 45 E. Main St., Grant MI 23I-834-56I3
NEWAYGO CHAPEL 226 State Rd., Newaygo, MI 23I-652-56I3

Every Life Tells A Story...
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Arts/entertainment

H

ometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service
for non-profit agencies only. Due to popular demand
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows.
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name
and phone number for any questions we may have.

AYSO Soccer Registration

Mar. 10: AYSO Soccer Registration is open! $75 per player,
financial assistance is available. Birth years 2014-1999.
VIP (Special Needs Soccer) for all ages! $60 per player.
No age limit. Register at www.ayso902.org. Deadline to
register is March 10th. Questions email to aysoregion902@
gmail.com. #8-10p

Praise the Lord at Cowboy Church

Mar. 11: 2nd Chance will be having Cowboy Church on
Sunday, March 11th at 6 pm. It will be at 2nd Chance School
at 810 – 17 Mile Rd. Cedar Springs (corner of 17 Mile and
Olin Lakes Rd). Music and ministry will be shared by the
group, Pryer Times, Mary and Faith Pryer, who will share
their message through their musical talents. Invite your
family and friends. Cowboy Church will be every 2nd and
4th Sunday of the month. Each service will have different
people sharing God’s word and music. Cowboy Church
will introduce you to 2nd Chance and its vision. The school
is in the building stage, which when completed, will teach
troubled teens through God and the horse. If you have
questions, call 616-293-2150. See you there! #10b

Free St. Patrick’s Day Irish Dinner &
Music

Mar. 17: Dress in your green and join us for a great evening
of food music and fun as we celebrate St. Patrick’s Day.
Saturday, March 17th from 5:30 to 7:30 pm at Cedar Springs
United Methodist Church, 140 S. Main St., Cedar Springs.
All are welcome! #10,11b

Register Now For Free Hunter Education

Mar. 20: To register for firearm Hunter Safety Classes at
the Red Flannel Rod & Gun Club, call Jim Pope at 231834-5545 after 6 pm. Classes at the Club, 7463 18 Mile Rd.,
Cedar Springs, will be Tuesday, March 20th, from 6-9 pm,
Thursday, March 22nd from 6-9pm, Saturday, March 24th ,
from 8 am-4 pm. #9,10b

Spring Break Camp at HCNC

Apr. 2-6: Who’s ready to have some learning fun as the
Howard Christensen Nature Center preview is’s summer
camp line-up in the spring? April 2-6 from 10 am to 2 pm.
Campers will explore, explore, explore with this five-day
extravaganza of nature, crafts, games and more. Monday
will be all about team games and some capture the flag fun.
Tuesday’s focus will center on archery and Native American
crafts and games. Wednesday campers will focus their
attention on animals and their habitats. Thursday is science
experiment day and then, of course, survival skill Friday.
Join Miss Jen in the outside world of Howard Christensen
Nature Center this spring break! Cost is $40/week. 16190
Red Pine Drive, Kent City, 616-675-3158. Pre-registration
requested, www.howardchristensen.org. #9,10p

JOKE

of theWeek
Doing it yourself

When a guy’s computer began to run slow, he called
a local repair shop, where a friendly man informed him
that the computer probably needed to be cleaned of malware and viruses, as well as dust.
Because the store charged $50 for such cleanings, he
told him he might be better off reading the computer
manual and trying the job himself.
Pleasantly surprised by the man’s candor, the caller
asked, “Does your boss know that you discourage business?”
“Actually, it’s my boss’s idea,” the employee replied
with a chuckle. “We usually make more money on repairs if we let people try to fix things themselves first.”

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

classic kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

Library

Cedar Springs Garden Club

Mar. 12: If you enjoy gardening or would like to learn more
about it, come and find out how you can be a part of our
group. One of the projects the Garden Club is currently
working on is to help beautify the city of Cedar Springs by
creating a new garden across from the Post Office. If you
would like to learn more about it and or how you could help,
please plan to attend. We meet the 2nd Monday of the month
at the Cedar Springs Library at 7 pm. Upcoming meetings
are March 12, April 9, and May 14. Call Pat 616-893-7305
or Sandra 616-696-8660 if you have any questions. #10p

Directory
YO U R h O M e TOw N

Cedar Springs Community

Audition for May Play

e
We hav for
ing
someth ne!
y
ever o

Mar. 13,14: The Cedar Springs Community Players are
holding auditions for Murder on the American Express, an
original play by Scott Phillips, on March 13 and 14 from
6:30 – 8:30 pm at the Cedar Springs Public Library, 107
N. Main, Cedar Springs, MI. Rehearsals for the play will
begin April 9 (M-Th) with performances on May 18, 19,
20, 25, 26. The cast consists of 7 adult men and 3 adult
women. #10

Dinner at East Nelson UMC

Mar. 14: East Nelson Church, 9024 – 18 Mile Rd, Cedar
Springs, will be having a Ham Dinner on Wednesday,
March 14th from 5 to 7 pm. Menu includes ham, red skin
potatoes, cabbage, carrots, rolls, relishes and homemade
desserts. Everyone welcome! #10

now Showing
DIGITAL Movies at the

Kent theatre
showtimes:

Friday: 6:00Pm *
saturday:
3:00pm • 6:00pm *
suNday:
3:00pm • 6:00pm

*wiNter hours - No 9Pm shows!

march 9 • 10 • 11

march 15

ONLY

$

3.00

616-696-SHOW
7469
comiNg sooN:

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com
cs community Players

Movie Tickets

march 16-18

march 23-25

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

MON - FRI 10 - 6
SATURDAY 9 - 12

Library

ced@llcoop.org
www.cedarspringslibrary.org
fb: cedarspringspubliclibrary

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: SPRING BREAK
ACROSS
1. Out of whack
6. Greek H
9. Goodness gracious!
13. Swahili or Zulu
14. “Was ist ____?”
15. *What speakers do
16. Concluded
17. Chain letters
18. “A Doll’s House”
playwright
19. *____ Beach
21. Take advantage of an
opportunity
23. *Spring Break beach
alternative
24. *Resort island in Indonesia
25. Web robot
28. Tangerine plus grapefruit
30. Canine’s coat
35. “The Three Faces of ____,”
pl.
37. Mound
39. Idealized image
40. Polly to Tom Sawyer
41. *South Padre Island, ____
43. Jason’s vessel
44. Intangible storage

46. Jamie Fraser’s tartan
47. Hurries
48. Heavy lifting injury
50. “In your dreams!”
52. *”Where the Boys ____,”
movie
53. Perfect houseplant spot
55. Clinton ____ Rodham
57. *Tough to raise?
61. *Like typical Spring Break
traveler
65. *Desired forecast
66. Sylvester to Tweety
68. Show opposition
69. Smoke detector, e.g.
70. Flying saucer acronym
71. Make laugh
72. Same as island
73. School org.
74. Everyone but clergy
DOWN
1. Tucked in
2. Supernatural life force
3. Indiana Jones
4. Cancel an edit, pl.
5. Logic-based puzzle
6. Icelandic epic

616-696-1910

107 N Main Street
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free)
Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM
7. *Sign of a Spring Break trip
8. Volcano near Nagano
9. Major European river
10. Knife wound
11. Domain
12. Say you didn’t do it
15. *In two pieces
20. *____ life
22. *In high demand during
Spring Break
24. With two axes
25. *Top destination
26. Immature ovum
27. Pavarotti, e.g.
29. Potato’s soup mate
31. Wet nurse
32. Shriver or Sharapova
33. Leaf-eating moth
34. ____ tooth
36. Render speechless

38. Buddies
42. Time on the job
45. Take weapon away
49. Lungful
51. Like medieval European
society
54. Reduce pressure
56. Possible allergic reaction
57. Antioxidant-rich berry
58. Misfortunes
59. ____ Madrid
60. Taxi payment
61. Roofed colonnade
62. Red carpet purse
63. What birds do
64. Three pointer
67. Away from the bow
Answers - on page 12
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A honey of a solution to rough, dry skin
(NAPSI)—When Mother Nature sends enough rough weather to make it tough to keep skin smooth, the good news is she
also created a way to soften it up again. Notably, honey and
other products you may already have right in your own kitchen.

Why save the skin you’re in

Skin is the body’s largest organ. It protects the other organs,
makes you sensitive to touch and literally keeps you from evaporating. If it’s itchy, dry and cracked, it can affect your health
and happiness.
Fortunately, honey is a pure, botanical product at an economical price point. It’s a natural humectant, meaning it takes
moisture from the air and traps it. These healing, moisturizing
qualities are why many expensive cosmetics contain premium
honey. Raw honey is even used to help treat wounds and prevent scarring and it encourages growth of new tissues while hydrating skin. Honey naturally leaves skin soft and supple. It also
fights off bad bacteria, tightens pores, protects skin from sun damage, and moisturizes.

Dry skin remedy recipes

Here are two simple ways Aunt Sue’s Raw & Unfiltered Honey
can help your skin feel more supple.

Aunt Sue’s dry skin remedy

This soothing, dry-skin solution is easy and effective, taking

Healthy habits prevent
Salmonella when
raising backyard birds

only minutes to make with three simple ingredients.
1 tablespoon Aunt Sue’s Raw & Unfiltered Honey
1 teaspoon olive oil
Juice from ½ a lemon
Mix honey, olive oil and lemon juice in a bowl. Apply lotion to
dry areas and let sit for 20 minutes. Wipe off with a warm washcloth. Repeat as needed.

be used as a lotion, hair conditioner or cuticle cream, as well.
½ cup coconut oil
¼ cup almond oil
5 tablespoons beeswax pastilles
1 tablespoon shea butter
1 ½ tablespoons Aunt Sue’s Raw & Unfiltered Honey
10−20 drops of lavender oil
8-ounce glass jar, or several small tins with lids
Combine all ingredients except the honey and lavender oil
into a microwave-safe bowl. Heat in 30-second intervals for two
minutes or until all ingredients have melted. Mix in the honey
and lavender oil and immediately pour into the jar. Let cool to
room temperature. To reach desired texture, melt the balm again
and add or remove beeswax or lavender oil.
Aunt Sue’s Raw & Unfiltered Honey is pure, U.S. honey, produced by the Sioux Honey Association Co-op, representing 275plus independent beekeepers and nearly 100 years of honey-producing experience.

Learn more

For further honey facts, tips and skin care recipes, go to www.
siouxhoney.com/beauty.

Homemade honey hand balm

Easy to make, this hand balm does wonders for dry skin and can

County assessment identifies
key health priorities

The Kent County Health De- Community Health Improvement Plan (CHIP). “Through
partment (KCHD) has complet- the community health improvement planning process, we
ed its most recent Community work to enhance and expand current initiatives within the
Health Needs Assessment (CHNA) community and develop new strategies, if needed, to adidentifying the community’s most pressing health con- dress the top health concerns,” shared Rachel Jantz, Epidecerns, according to its residents. The top health concerns miologist at Kent County Health Department. “Our comwere mental health, substance use disorders, obesity and munity partnerships continue to grow.”
poor nutrition. These issues remain largely unchanged from
Priorities - continues on page 12
the previous survey. The
CHNA is conducted every
Physical Therapy
three years in Kent County
North End of Town (Next to Carpet Store)
We are
with funding support from
7762 N. Federal Road, Howard City, MI 49329
OPEN 5 DAYS
KCHD and our local health
a week
Aquatic Therapy is a rehabilitation procedure done in a heated pool.
care system partners, Mary Exercises
are given by a licensed physical therapist trained in aquatic therapy
Free Bed, Mercy Health, Why does is work?
All insurances are welcome, flexible
payment plans for co-payments,
Metro Health, Pine Rest and • Minimizes stress to the back & weight-bearing joints
deductible, private pay, etc.
• Water resistance increases strength & core stability
Spectrum Health.
• Buoyancy assists in weight support.
231-937-8485
KCHD through its initia- • Hydrostatic pressure decreases swelling & improves joint position awareness
Fax: 231-937-9836
• Water warmth assists in relaxing muscles & increases blood flow to injured areas www.selectcarePT.com
tive, Healthy Kent, and other Who can benefit?
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9am-5pm • Tues. & Thurs.
open later to accommodate late appointments.
partners will utilize this in- People with acute/chronic pain, arthritis, joint replacements, fractures,
fibromyalgia, sports injuries, neck/back pain, stroke, sprains and strains, etc.
formation to refine a detailed

Select Care

LANSING, Mich. – Health experts at the Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) are
warning Michiganders about the potential for baby poultry
to carry Salmonella. A common bacteria found in the droppings of poultry, Salmonella usually doesn’t make the birds
sick, but can cause illness in people.
“Washing your hands thoroughly before and after handling chicks and other poultry protects both you and your
family from the risk of Salmonella, and also helps keep the
birds healthy,” said MDHHS Chief Medical Executive Dr.
Eden Wells. “Even handling baby birds displayed in stores
can result in a Salmonella infection.”
In 2017, there were 10 nationwide outbreaks of Salmonella illness linked to contact with live poultry, causing illness in 1,120 people in 48 states, including Michigan. This
was the largest number of illnesses linked to contact with
backyard poultry to date. Michigan reported 35 cases, nearly half involving children.
Raising backyard birds has grown in popularity over the
last several years. However, certain groups have a greater chance of illness from handling live poultry or contact
with areas where the birds live. Children younger than 5
years old, older adults or people with weak immune systems should not handle or touch live poultry because they
are more likely to become severely ill.
Salmonella can cause diarrhea, vomiting, fever and/or
abdominal cramps lasting four to seven days or more. Salmonella infections can be especially serious for the very
young, the very old and those with weak immune systems.
Although baby poultry have special requirements for
warmth and protection, they should never be housed indoors, particularly in areas where food or drink are prepared.
Follow these simple steps to help protect your family and
others:   
• Wash your hands thoroughly with soap and water afhabits - continues on page 12

Welcome
Cedar Springs School Health Center is pleased to welcome new
provider Terri Rosel, Nurse Practitioner.

The health center is welcoming students ages 3- 21 (children under
age 3 must be a sibling or child of a student using the health center).
Services offered include:
• Well-child visits and physicals for school, work, sports and camp
• Treatment for minor illnesses and injuries
• Immunizations
• Dental services
• Counseling Services
• Assistance with chronic health problems and prescriptions
for medications
• Hearing and vision screening, lab work and diagnostic testing
The health center is open Monday – Friday, 7:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Call us at 616.696.3470 or just stop in!

cherryhealth.org

Terri Rosel
Nurse Practitioner
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Ringler takes state

Six individual Red Hawk wrestlers competed at state last weekend (L to R): Jacob Galinis, Anthony Brew, Lucus Pienton, Ryan Ringler, Trevor
Marsman, and Aaron Smith. That’s the first time Cedar Springs sent that many since 1992.

WMP wrestlers bring home 11
championship titles
By Barbra Chong

West Michigan Pursuit
entered 17 grapplers to
wrestle this weekend, placing 14 in the top 3. Of the
14 placements, 11 were
Championship Titles. Team
Pursuit claimed 47 victories
out of 58 matches.
Northview attracted nine
of our wrestlers. 52/55 lb
Tatianna Castillo, 7/8 age
group finished 3rd. 70 lb
Xavier Carpentier, 11/12
age group; 75 lb Harper
Cheng, 9/10 age group; 55
lb Kaleb Pautke, 7/8 age
group; 59 lb Kellen Wecktitles - continues on page 9

Pictured is champion 52 lb Blake Werkema, 7/8 age group. Photo by B. Chong.

W E L C O M I N G
N E W PAT I E N T S !
“WE LOVE TO SEE YOU SMILE”
Dr. Andy Setaputri

OFFICE HOURS:
MONDAY- THURSDAY 8AM-5PM
20 E CHURCH ST NE,
CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319

WE PROVIDE COMPLETE DENTAL CARE
FOR ADULTS AND KIDS.
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·
·

CLEANINGS
COSMETIC DENTISTRY
TOOTH WHITENING
INVISALIGN
TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS
IMPLANT RESTORATIONS
CROWNS/BRIDGES/DENTURES
ROOT CANALS
EXTRACTIONS
EMERGENCY SERVICE
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Six Red Hawks earned the trip to Ford Field to compete
in the MHSAA State Championships last weekend. “They
would like to thank all of the family and friends who made
the journey and shared in the adventure. It wasn’t easy but
it was worth it,” said Coach Nick Emery.
Trevor Marsman, Aaron Smith, Jacob Galinis, and Anthony Brew all made their first appearance at the State tournament and wrestled tremendously. The boys trained hard
and were grateful for the opportunity to compete. Marsman, Smith, and Brew will look to return next season and
stand on the podium, while Galinis walks away as one of
the most decorated Red Hawk wrestlers of the decade.
Lucus Pienton and Ryan Ringler were no strangers to the
State Tournament. Both juniors placed third as sophomores
and made the trip down their freshman season as well.
Pienton dropped a quarterfinal match to the eventual runner-up but went on to win three straight and take third place
once again. He finished the season with an outstanding 50
victories, Already a two time medalist, Pienton will look
to cap off his sensational career next season with a State
Championship.
Ryan Ringler has been on a tear since he began as a
freshman. A third place finish as a freshman and sophomore wouldn’t deter him on his quest for a championship.
Ringler breezed through the opening round, then captured
a 7-4 decision in the quarterfinals. His semifinal matchup
with Juawan Vines ended in a tech fall. Next up came Cade
Dallawitz, a 54-4 junior from Holly. Ryan scored the first
takedown then never looked back, claiming a 9-4 decision
and a State Championship for Cedar Springs.
The State Championship is the first by a Red Hawk
since Dean Myers in 1998, and the 11th in program history. With 55 wins, Ringler also set a new school record
formerly held by heavyweight teammate and state runner-up Patrick DePiazza, who claimed 54 wins in 2016.

Youth wrestlers take
first at Northview

The
Libera family followed the road
to Greightness
to
Downriver,
Michigan
on
Sunday March 4.
Jon Libera joined
756 wrestlers for
the Eastern piece
of the Greights
medals. His fastest pin was :33
(91st), he had 2
pins in 3:33 and
he placed 3rd
in the 2009-10
Open division,
77lb class. Jon Jon Libera took third in the 2009-10 open division, 77 lbs class at Downriver, Michigan last
said he liked Sunday, March 4.
traveling to all
the different parts of the state to see how other kids wrestle
and he really liked staying in all the hotels!
525 grapplers headed to the Wildcat Brawl at Northview
HS on Sunday March 4th. 48 CS wrestlers led the team to a
first place finish in pins with 39 in 63:27 and in Total Match
Points with 516. They placed 2nd in Techs with 4 in 11:44.
They finished the day 89-73.
Coach Scott Marsman said he couldn’t be happier with
how the team is finishing out the season. “As we head into
Regionals at Belding HS this weekend, I’m hoping the kids
use everything they’ve learned to their advantage and do
their best. They will work hard to make it into the top four
to qualify for State.”
In the 2011-13 divisions Brycen Alber placed 1st in the
43lb class. Nolan Averill’s fastest pin was :14 (3rd), he had
youth - continues on page 9

Your
local floor-covering
Your hometown
floor-covering store
store
for
years
for 36
33 years

We accept most dental insurances including
Delta Dental traditional and PPO plans.*
* Contact our office to verify acceptance of your plan.

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.

616-696-9420
www.micedardental.com

Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive

616-866-2748
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Brush fire

Titles

Page 9

...continued from page 8

...continued from front page

“The wind played a big factor. When it took off, we
had a hard time getting ahead of it,” said Paige.
It spread westward along Quarterhorse Drive, burning
two empty lots, going behind two homes, and then 2-3
more lots. It also crossed the fence and began to burn a
little of the Solon Township’s Velzy Park. Paige said it
burned about 3-4 acres in total.
The only damage was to a vinyl fence, and some heat
damage to some phone pedestals.
The person burning did not have a burn permit. Paige
said that with the dry vegetation and high wind conditions, they shouldn’t have been burning. Anyone with an
outside fire 4x4-feet or larger needs to call the fire station
to get a burn permit.
Algoma Fire also assisted at the scene.

The blackened field along Quarterhorse Drive after the fire was out. Post photo
by J. Reed.

CTA signs
...continued from front page

explained Fred. They
taught in Sparta, and
then moved north
when he took a job
as an administrator at
Michigan Tech. “We
were gone for 25 years.
The property here—
80 acres—belonged
to Carolee’s family.
When we came back,
we wondered what to
do with it. We tried
to give some away at
one time [to another
entity], but it was refused,” he said.
Over the years, the
Gunnells have loved A local couple signed over 10 acres to CTA Thursday. Pictured (from L to R) is:
having the school as Carolee Gunnell, Fred Gunnel, CTA Board President Cindy Patin, and Supera neighbor. Fred was intendent Dan George. Post photo by J. Reed.
emotional as he spoke
as partners in the community. It says to us, and
about it. “You feel like family,” Fred told CTA others, that you believe in us. How do you put
officials during the signing. “I’m glad we could a value on that? We are so grateful for that gift
do this.”
of trust and we are honored that you recognize
School Superintendent and School Leader and share our love for kids and our partnership
Dan George was also emotional as he read a with community. On behalf of the students
statement to the Gunnells about what their and staff of Creative Technologies Academy,
generosity means to the school. “I believe please accept our sincere thanks from the botthe impact of your gift of 10 acres to Creative tom of our hearts.”
Technologies Academy is immeasurable at this
George said he has always had a dream for
point in time,” he said. “I had many friends in the school to have their own gymnasium. This
teaching and administration in traditional pub- property, just to the west of the school, will
lic schools when I took this job eight years ago, give them space to build it, and include some
and have sought to continue and multiply those extra classrooms in the complex. They would
relationships. We provide choices, legitimate, also like to add a soccer field. George said that
rigorous, accountable choices for families. One when they are not using the Student Activities
of my goals early on was to have our Academy Center, it would be available for the communiviewed as partners, not competitors, with the ty to use as well.
surrounding communities and schools in doing
Next steps will be to come up with the exact
what is best for kids.
plans for the property, and raise money for the
“Your gift and generosity extends far beyond project.
property and finances, and the potential site for
Other parties involved in the closing Thursour Student Activities Center. I believe your day included realtor Leon Stout, and Jodi Ellis,
gift to CTA recognizes and legitimizes our role of Sun Title.

15% Off ALL
NEW Furniture

New Furniture
Arriving wee
kly!

Youth

esser, 9/10 age group; 52/55 lb Blake Werkema, 7/8 age
group and 67 lb Kamden Witte, 9/10 age group all claimed
Championship Titles.
Eight of our wrestlers travelled to the “East” Downriver
and last of the Greights tournaments of the season. 67 lb
Quinten Cassiday, 9/10 age group finished 3rd. 85 lb Blake
Peasley, 9/10 age group finished 2nd. 43 lb Brody Compau, 7/8 age group; 67 lb Luke Egan, 9/10 age group; 75 lb
Ayden McClurken, 9/10 age group; 58 lb Aaiden Vasquez,
7/8 age group and 70 lb Josh Vasquez, 11/12 age group all
claimed Championship Titles.
“These kids have been stepping up their training and have
been pushing each other at practice to secure their spot for
an opportunity to compete at the State Finals. I have the
highest confidence in these kids to do so,” said Head Coach,
Dave Andrus.

...continued from page 8

3 pins in 2:09 (7th) and placed 2nd in the
52lb class. Dillon VanDyke’s fastest pin
was :14 (3rd), he had 2 pins in :48 (35th)
and placed 2nd in the 55lb class. Jaxon Fitzgerald placed 3rd in the 61/64lb class. Ben
Streeter’s fastest pin was :33 (58th), he had
2 pins in 2:25 (63rd) and placed 1st in the
67lb class.
In the 2009-10 Novice division Kyle
Hetrick placed 4th in the 58lb class. Alex
Hanes’ fastest pin was in :21 (20th), he had
2 pins in 1:48 (53rd) and placed 1st in the
67/72lb class. Zach Vu had 2 pins in 3:47
(83rd) and placed 1st in the 97lb class. In
the Open division Tucker Crystal had a tech
in 2:09 (10th) and placed 2nd in the 58lb
class. Chasyn Winchel placed 2nd in the
67lb class.
In the 2007-08 Novice division Trenton
Perez placed 3rd in the 59lb class. Spencer
Schoenborn had a tech in 2:06 (9th), 4 pins
in 6:05 (4th) and placed 2nd in the 67lb
class. Rory Schoenborn’s fastest pin was in
:26 (35th), he had 3 pins in 4:58 (22nd) and
placed 1st in the 80lb class. Thomas Prins

had 2 pins in 4:07 (93rd) and placed 1st in
the 110lb class. In the Open division Blake
Falan placed 2nd in the 71lb class. Kaiden
Dreyer had a tech in 4:30 (33rd) and placed
3rd in the 80lb class. Hudson Crystal had
2 pins in 3:42 (79th) and placed 1st in the
85/90lb class. Dakota Winchel placed 3rd in
the 130lb class.
In the 2005-06 Novice division Jack
Sherburn had 2 pins in 3:38 (74th) and
placed 3rd in the 75lb class. In the Open
division Gabe Gair placed 1st in the 105lb
class. Wyatt Cooper had 2 pins in 4:06
(92nd), placed 1st in the 183/HWT class. In
the 2003-04 divisions Ricco Artecki placed
3rd in the 90/95lb class. Joey Meade placed
3rd in the 100lb class. Carter Falan placed
2nd in the 114lb class. Ben Brunner’s fastest pin was :31 (54th), he had 2 pins in 2:47
(66th) and placed 2nd in the 122lb class.
Maston Wood placed 3rd in the 170lb class.
In the HS division Andrew VanGessel had
a tech in 2:59 (20th) and placed 3rd in the
106/115lb class. David Erxleben placed 3rd
in the 133lb class.

Protect the ones you
love with a company
you can trust.
THE BEST LOCAL

Gebhardt
Insurance
INSURANCE
AGENCY
Cedar SpringS • 616-696-9440
CITY • 000-000-0000
www.gebhardtins.com
www.bestinsuranceagency.com

42222 (11-16)

Train for a Rewarding Career
Join the Dean Team!
Now hiring school bus drivers

School
Bus Drivers
Immediate postitions
available.

$16.00 per hour to start with competitive
provided
Schoolbenefits
Buspackage
Drivers

Perth Teal Sofa
Co
Mainsail Castered

cktail Table

We’ll train
you to
be the
best School
Bus
Driver
for General
including
health
insurance,
401K, and
paid
time off.
No prior
driving
- we
provide
paidfor
training
Education
andyouSpecial
Needs
Students.
$13.25
per to
hour,
We’llprofessional
train
to beexperience
the
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Tax Time

Understanding the 2018 Tax Act
From Action Tax Service

The 2018 Tax Act officially titled the “Tax Cut and Job
Act of 2017” will dramatically affect everyone’s tax returns. It has provisions that will eliminate deductions that
we have grown accustomed to seeing such as the amount
we claim for each exemption while it also increases the
amount of some credits such as the Child Tax Credit that
will offset the loss of the exemption amount. At a little over
1,000 pages, it has a tremendous amount of detail but ultimately we believe that almost everyone will see a decrease
in tax for 2018 over 2017. Let’s go over what I would call
as the Top Ten main provisions that will affect millions of
taxpayers.
1. Increase the Standard Deduction. The Standard
Deduction is increased for single and married filing separate taxpayers from $6,350 to $12,000. Joint filers and
qualifying widows or widowers will increase from $12,700
to $24,000. Head of household filers will increase from
$9,350 to $18,000. This provision will dramatically reduce
the number of taxpayers who itemize deductions.
2. Eliminate Exemption Amount. The Exemption
amount of $4,050 is no longer allowed. The increased Standard Deduction will offset this loss.
3. Increase Child Tax Credit. The current Child Tax
Credit of $1,000 is increased to $2,000. Up to $1,400 of
that amount is refundable; an increase from the current

$1,000.
4. Family Tax Credit. A new nonrefundable credit of
$500 is added for 2018. The $500 is allowed for each dependent who is not eligible for the Child Tax Credit. Those
dependents would be family members age 17 or older and
could include dependent parents and adult disabled children.
5. Limited Deductions for Property Tax, Sales Tax,
and State Income Tax. All of these deductions as a group
will be limited to $10,000. There is no limit currently.
6. Mortgage Interest Paid Limited. In 2018, mortgage
interest paid on acquisition debt of up to $750,000 will
be the rule. The limit now is $1,000,000. The $1,000,000
rule will apply to future years for contracts in place as of
12/15/17.
7. Tuition Deduction Eliminated. The Tuition and Fees
Deduction of up to $4,000of qualifying Tuition and Fees is
no longer allowed. This deduction worked in conjunction
with the Education Credits.
8. Tax Rates Decreased. There will still be 7 Individual
Tax Rates ranging from 10% up to a maximum of 37%. For
the most part, the rates are decreased by 2-3%. The result
is that total income tax for a taxpayer with the same amount
of income subject to tax in 2018 should be lower than the
same number for 2017.
9. Miscellaneous Itemized Deductions Eliminated. The
2% Miscellaneous Itemized
Deductions such as Investment Expenses, Tax Preparation Fees, and Out of Pocket
Employee Business Expenses will no longer be deductible.
10. Corporate Tax Rates
Reduced. The Corporate
Tax Rates have been reduced
across the board to 21%. This
lower rate will apply to tax
years beginning after December 31, 2017.

Tax
Tax Time
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Software Or Tax Pro:
What the difference
can mean for you

Doing it yourself, even with the help of the latest technology, may
not be the wisest course when it comes to figuring out your taxes.
Sometimes, finances need a human touch—and brain.

(NAPS) According to the National Taxpayer Advocate,
nearly 60 percent of taxpayers hire paid preparers to do
their taxes. With all the tax software programs out there,
why do so many people turn to a professional?
“It really depends on the situation,” explained Rich
Rhodes, EA, an enrolled agent in Ohio. “Young, single
adults with one or two W-2s can probably do fine with tax
software, but what if you’re married, own a home, have
kids, are going to college or have kids going to college?
There are plenty of confusing tax traps just waiting for
you.”
A knowledgeable tax pro should actually save you money
because he or she will interview you in person and ask a lot
of questions to determine for which deductions you may
qualify. Tax laws change every year and, if it’s not your
full-time job, it’s hard to keep up.
Here are just a few areas where you could be missing out
on saving money on taxes.
Education and child care. The IRS publication explaining the variety of education credits alone is 94 pages long.
How about childcare expenses? That publication is a “quick
read” at only 19 pages. Now consider this: Those two publications cover just two line items on most 1040 forms.
Volunteer expenses. Rhodes points out that if you are
a Scout leader, volunteer in your church or food bank, deliver books to a hospital or meals to seniors, many of your
volunteer expenses, including mileage, may be deductible.
Job-related expenses. Perhaps you’re a traveling nurse.
Do you wear a uniform? Do you carry protective glasses
and a stethoscope for which you’re not reimbursed? Do you
have to renew a license or take continuing education courses to maintain a license? Job-related expenses may also be
deductible on your tax return.
Filing status. Married people don’t always file jointly.
There are many reasons why filing separately might be a
good idea and many why it might be a bad one.
Are you paying off student loans? Wondering if you
should contribute to a Traditional IRA? Paying alimony?
You don’t even have to itemize deductions because these
items can reduce your income and that reduces your tax
bill. All these are questions that can affect the amount of
taxes you have to pay—and a wrong answer can cost you
money. Hiring a tax professional is a solid investment.
Tax professionals such as enrolled agents are licensed and
required to take continuing education courses every year to
stay up-to-date on all the latest tax changes. In fact, EAs
are known as America’s tax experts. They’re the only federally licensed tax practitioners who specialize in taxation
and have unlimited rights to represent taxpayers before the
IRS. Those who are members of the National Association
of Enrolled Agents must also adhere to a stringent Code of
Ethics and Rules of Professional Conduct.
Learn More
To find an EA nearby, you can use the “Find a Tax Expert” directory on www.eatax.org.

Tax Time

is online @
http://cedarspringspost.com/category/
business/tax-time/
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Where to start? Fix the budget process
By Lee Hamilton

You could choose any number of marquee dilemmas to illustrate how broken
congressional politics has become.
Guns, Russian interference, climate
change—Americans want progress on
all of them and get little from Capitol
Hill. But to my mind, nothing illustrates
the dire state of our politics better than how we act on the
federal budget.
This is not a glamorous issue, but it goes to the heart of
our democracy. The budget is our operating system; it determines what the government does. Continually brushing
against debt ceilings, fiscal cliffs, and shutdowns is a perversion of good government. We are saddled these days with
an irresponsible process that produces irresponsible budgets,
and we pay an enormous price for this.
We move from one short- or medium-term continuing resolution to another. We stuff what should be 12 individual appropriation bills into unmanageable omnibus bills. We
let a handful of leadership
staff craft our national blueprint, excluding most elected members of Congress
from the process and forcing
them, at the one point when
they do have leverage—the
final vote—to make a decision without having the time
to read, debate, or amend
what they’ve been handed.
Moreover, under Democrats and Republicans alike,
the number of committee
hearings at which outside
experts have a chance to educate members of Congress
has declined dramatically.
Congressional leaders have

managed to push both the
ing on the budget means
experts and the vast majorthat the meaningful solu“Too often we don’t work together to solve
ity of their own members
tions we need don’t get
problems. Each party demonizes its adverout of the loop. This is the
crafted. Congress is not dosary; respectful deliberation and civil disworld’s greatest democraing its most important job.
course come to a halt. The President and
cy?
Why is this? Why have
the Congress must work across partisan,
There are costs to this.
we set aside a process that
Federal departments and
was developed over more
ideological and geographic divisions to
agencies cannot plan effecthan two centuries and that
restore compromise and negotiation to a
tively. People, businesses
for many decades enabled
central role in governing.”
the government to do what
and organizations that reit ought and to pay for it receive federal money can’t
plan ahead, eroding their confidence in the system. And year sponsibly?
Much of this is caused by extreme partisanship. We don’t
after year we fail to face up to the problems confronting us.
An aging population, the security of our nation, our inabili- work together to solve problems; each party demonizes its
ty to deal with the changing speed and technology of warfare, adversary, and respectful deliberation and civil discourse
rising health-care costs, slow wage and productivity growth, come to a halt. Maybe I’m old-fashioned, but I don’t think
natural disasters, huge increases in the national debt—puntBudget - continues on page 12

Post Scripts

NOTICE

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to
350 words. The subject should be relevant to local
readers, and the editor reserves the right to reject
letters or edit for clarity, length, good taste, accuracy, and liability concerns. All submissions MUST
be accompanied by full name, mailing address and
daytime phone number. We use this information
to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do not print
anonymous letters, or acknowledge letters we do
not use. Writers are limited to one letter per month.
Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or send to
Post Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319.
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...continued from front page

minutes, then continued to check for hot spots. They were
on scene until about 4 p.m.
Guerra said he believed that a used oil heater that was
vented into the attic space started the fire in the attic.
He said that as far as damage, the roof would need to be
replaced. It had a newer roof built over the old roof, and
both would need to come out.
Everyone made it out of the structure safely.

Thank you to our Advertisers for

Keeping the
Post coming!

#shopthepost

Dear CSPS Community:

Priorities Habits

Laura VanDuyn, Ed.D.
Superintendent

It’s hard to believe it is March!
Time seems to race past us as we are enjoying all we do with our
students, colleagues and families at CSPS. We are ready to welcome SPRING warmth to enjoy it even more. There are many
great things happening throughout the district and I want to
be sure to capture some important topics to help keep you informed.
Our high school, Cedar Trails and Red Hawk now have secured points of entry at the front of the buildings! As you can
imagine, considering the horrible events occurring in schools
and communities today, we are so happy to have been proactive over the past couple of years to improve safety and security
at our schools. Our MS will undergo some changes to put in a
buzzer and lock system so that the entry is like the HS, CT and
RH such that people have to be granted access to get into the
building from the office. As you know from previous messages,
our other buildings have camera/buzzer systems to secure the
front entries (NBHS is being installed to secure the back of the
RH building) until a secured entry can be done through more
involved construction. I want to thank each and every one of
our staff, students, parents and community members for being
adaptive to the changes at all our sites. It’s not an easy task to
reprogram how we are used to entering and exiting buildings
and checking in or being permitted access to buildings, and
it certainly adds inconvenience. So THANK YOU for your work
on this very important improvement to our safety/security for
students and staff. In addition to the new entrances, we are
pleased to have been doing other things to improve safety/security of students and staff in both the building/campus setting
as well as encompassed in social/emotional well being. One
of our goals for continuous improvement is to be a physically
and emotionally safe environment and to that end we have
been accomplishing a lot!
Here are some examples of the work we have been doing
toward overall safety and well being, knowing that we will continue to work in this area:
• Implemented the Ok2Say program (with our own Michigan Attorney General here on campus to celebrate and
they are now working in Florida to adopt this program or
one like it)
• Installed camera/buzzer systems at Beach, CV, NBHS...until
we can redo entries to be secured like the other 4 buildings
• Installed secured entries at RH, HS and CT (MS is already
secured and will get a new buzzer/door update)
• Hired a Kent County Sheriff Deputy to be on campus full
time
• Updated our messaging system to reach out to parents in
emergencies
• Purchased a generator so we have power to communicate
during emergencies
• Installed a new state-of-the-art camera system at our high
school
• Opened a full medical, dental, counseling clinic on campus
• Hired an additional social worker, and soon -an additional
psychologist and psychologist intern
• Hired a counseling team for assisting our students and for
performing crisis management, etc.
• Joined a regional suicide prevention coalition
• Implemented the BE NICE program at all schools
• Fenced in the Beach playground
• Implemented PEER LISTENERS program at the high school
• Implemented Responsive Classroom programming at our
K-6 schools

The information was collected over the past year through
health surveys conducted by KCHD and key community collaborators. Nearly 6,200 people participated in the
multi-faceted health assessment which includes the Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance System, a community health
survey and community engagement strategies. This year,
KCHD partnered with the Dorothy A. Johnson Center for
Philanthropy at Grand Valley State University to assist in
the development and implementation of the VoiceKent survey. The partnership allowed expanded data collection for
both agencies.
“The CHNA provides a great profile of multiple factors that influence population health,” said Barb Hawkins
Palmer, Executive Director of Healthy Kent. “Now we will
begin the process of sharing those findings and using this
information to promote a healthy community for all.” The
assessment is available at https://www.accesskent.com/
Health/pdf/2017KC_CHNA.pdf

• Implemented Live, Laugh, Love suicide and mental health
curriculum
• Hired a Director of Operations (dedicated facilities and upgrades to safety/security)
• Provided and hosted regionally Critical Incident Stress Management training for all administrators and several staff
members
Our district-wide culture committee has been applying our
CSPS Orange Frog/Happiness Advantage/Shawn Achor professional development foundation of understanding to work
with David Hulings and Associates to review staff, student
and parent survey data. The surveys were conducted by an
outside, independent marketing research firm to collect the
anonymous opinions/feedback of our staff, students and parents. There was a 91% rate of return by staff, which is remarkable!
I thank all who filled out the surveys to share insights on what
we are doing well and what we might improve upon. Prior to
“digging into the data” the culture committee went through an
intriguing process of learning about how we process data and
how we make decisions about data as individuals and within
groups. This foundation of this learning is helpful in the collaboration of the culture committee, has provided for personal
and professional insight, and will serve us well moving forward
to focus on our celebrations of success and goals for continuous improvement. We are excited to be engaged in the work
toward our goals for continuous improvement and to take a
look at how to best continue our incredible trajectory of success
while working on areas of focus. We have a strong and dedicated group of teachers, support staff and administrators doing
this important work and I’m grateful for them taking their time
to be a part of the committee to collaborate around data, the
research of Shawn Achor (out of Harvard University)and the organizational culture work of David Hulings and Associates.
Our work on the Reading Now Network (RNN), which includes the use of iReady (one of 3 State approved tools) has
been critical to building our district’s foundation for literacy development and reading proficiency to meet the new 3rd-grade
reading law. It is helping us to prepare our youngest learners
for all they have ahead of them in their educational career. Our
district has been proactive in “getting in front of” the 3rd-grade
reading law that was recently passed. In fact, so much that we
have hosted other districts who have come to see how we have
structured reading/writing workshop model, interventions,
reading improvement plans and more. Our dedicated teaching
and learning office, all of our talented elementary teachers, and all
of our amazing interventionists have been working hard to hone in
on the very details of each student’s reading progress. Our educational team is now targeting exactly where students are in their
reading/literacy development, focusing on where they need
to be in order to be at grade level and employing strategies to
get them there. Focusing on the detailed work and important
cycle of assessment, curriculum and instruction as a total package for continuous improvement is no easy accomplishment. I
commend all our teachers, principals and support staff for
all they are doing to bring such detail and success to our
classrooms. To help support the RNN/iReady work and so
much more to serve all students and staff well, we have now
purchased approximately 1800 devices (teacher and student
computers, laptops and Chromebooks) in just 2 years! That is
remarkable to say the least and we are quite pleased to have
come so far with appropriate planning and budgeting to meet
our goal of directing our human and fiscal resources to our 3
primary goals. We won’t stop there - we will continue to plan
resources in order to continue to move our district toward our
goals of academic achievement and becoming a 21st century
learning environment.
It is my hope that these highlights provide insight into the
many, many things we are doing and the things we will continue to do to serve well our cherished students at CSPS because they deserve the very best!
Warmly,
Laura VanDuyn, Ed.D.
Superintendent, Cedar Springs Public Schools

...continued from page 7

ter touching birds or anything in their environment.
Adults should supervise hand washing for young
children.
• Use hand sanitizer after touching birds or their environment until you can wash your hands thoroughly
with soap and water.
• Do not kiss or snuggle birds, touch your mouth or eat
or drink around live poultry.
• Do not bring live baby poultry into schools, childcare centers or nursing homes.
• Do not keep live poultry inside the house where people live, eat or sleep.
• Keep live poultry away from areas where food or
drink is prepared, served or stored, such as kitchens
or outdoor patios.
• Clean any equipment associated with raising or caring for poultry outdoors
• Set aside a pair of shoes to wear while caring for
poultry and keep those shoes outside the home.
For more information, visit Cdc.gov/features/salmonellapoultry/index.html.

Budget
...continued from page 11

the President and the Congress can function effectively unless they work across partisan, ideological and geographic
divisions to restore compromise and negotiation to a central
role in governing.
That’s because the budget is where all our differences on
the major issues come to a focus. It’s where our political
leaders establish priorities, debate them, and ought to resolve
them. There’s no more crucial test of the ability to govern.
As Alice Rivlin and Pete Domenici wrote a few years ago in
a report for the Bipartisan Policy Center, the process should
“heighten debate of the fiscal challenges confronting the nation and set in motion real negotiations, trade-offs and fundamental legislative reforms toward the goal of fiscal sustainability.”
Unless we establish bipartisan negotiating and consensus-building and restore civil discourse, we’ll continue to
fail that test.
As they point out, you can’t solve everything by improving
the budget process, but good process significantly enhances
the prospect of better performance. Without it, it becomes
too easy for politicians to avoid difficult decisions like controlling entitlement spending or reining in the deficit. Process
can’t substitute for political will, but it can buttress it.
So we’ve set aside a process that worked reasonably well
and substituted a process that falls short in every way. Because Congress turns over substantially every few years, this
means that it is now basically populated by politicians who
have never experienced good process, let alone developed
the skills to make it work. What may be most worrisome is
that few people on Capitol Hill seem to care about this.
But if they don’t, you should. And you should let them
know that you do.
Lee Hamilton is a Senior Advisor for the Indiana University Center on Representative Government; a Distinguished
Scholar, IU School of Global and International Studies; and
a Professor of Practice, IU School of Public and Environmental Affairs. He was a member of the U.S. House of Representatives for 34 years.
For information about our educational resources and programs, visit our website at https://corg.indiana.edu. “Like”
us on Facebook at “Indiana University Center on Representative Government,” and share our postings with your
friends.
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Legal NOTICES
SPENCER TOWNSHIP

PUBLIC NOTICE

PubliC NoTiCe
Township
of Solon

MARCH BOARD OF
REVIEW 2018

The Spencer Township March Board of Review
for 2018 will meet at the Spencer Township Hall,
14960 Meddler Ave NE on the following dates:
Tuesday March 6, 2018

Organizational Meeting
4:00pm

Monday March 12, 2018 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
1:00 pm – 4:00 pm
Tuesday March 13, 2018 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm
6:00 pm – 9:00 pm
The March Board of review will hear petitions
regarding: Assessed and Taxable values,
Exemptions, Classification, and Uncapping.
Appeals to the Board of Review may be made
in person or by letter. Please call for an
appointment to appear before the Board at
(616) 984-0035 on Tuesdays or Thursdays 8:30
am to 12:30 pm and 2:00pm – 5:00 pm or on
Wednesdays 8:30 am to Noon.
1, 2018
Matthew Smith
Dated: March 8,
Assessor, Spencer Township

Township
of Nelson
County of Kent,
Michigan

PubliC NoTiCe
March board of Review
2018

The Nelson Township March Board of Review for
2018 will meet at the Nelson Township Hall
2 Maple Street, Sand Lake Mi. 49343 on the
following dates:
Wednesday, March 14th, 2018
Thursday, March 15th, 2018

3pm - 9pm
9am - 3pm

VALUATION APPEALS CAN BE MADE BY
APPOINTMENT OR VIA SUBMITTED WRITTEN
PETITION.
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT PLEASE
CALL 616-881-4536. APPEALS MADE BY
PETITION MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER
THAN FRIDAY, MARCH 9TH, 2018.
VISIT WWW.NELSONTWP.ORG TO FIND OUT
MORE ABOUT THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS
AND FOR INFORMATION ON OPTING OUT OF
OUR ANNUAL SITE INSPECTIONS.
Dated:
Dated: March
March 8,
1, 2018
2018

Dave Brown
Assessor
Amanda Brown
Duty Assessor

County of Kent,
Michigan

Public Hearing on budget
For 2018-2019 Fiscal Year
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that
on March 13, 2018, at 7:30 p.m., the Board of
Trustees of the Township of Solon will hold a
public hearing at the Township Hall, 15185 Algoma Avenue NE, within the Township, to hear and
consider comments regarding the Township budget for the April 1, 2018 through March 31, 2019
fiscal year. A copy of the budget is available for
public inspection at the Solon Township Hall.

The property tax millage rate proposed
to be levied to support the proposed budget will be a subject of this hearing.
This notice is given pursuant to Act 43 of the
Public Acts of Michigan of 1963 (Second Extra
Session), as amended.
Dated:
Dated:March
March8,1,2018
2018

TOWNSHIP OF
SOLON
Mary Lou Poulsen, Township Clerk

PUBLIC NOTICE

VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

COUNTY OF KENT, MIChIGAN

NOTICE OF PUBLIC hEARING
MONDAY, MARCh 19
7:00PM
The Sand Lake Village Council will hold a
Public Hearing on the proposed village budgets
for the fiscal year 2018-19. Take notice that in
accordance with the “Truth in Budgeting Act”, the
Village Council of the Village of Sand Lake will
hold a Public Hearing on the proposed 2018-2019
Village Budget at 7:00pm on Monday, March 19,
2018 at the Sand Lake Municipal building located
at 2 E. Maple Street. Sand Lake, MI 49343. The
2018-2019 Budget is to include the millage of
3.55 mills which was levied July 1, 2017 for the
road debt and millage of 14.6261 mills which was
levied July 1, 2017 for operating. Copies of the
budget will be available for public inspection prior
to the hearing at the Village offices.

“ThE PROPERTY TAX MILLAGE RATE
PROPOSED TO BE LEVIED TO SUPPORT
ThE PROPOSED BUDGET WILL BE A
SUBJECT OF ThE MEETING.”
This notice is posted in compliance with PA267
of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings Act), MCLA
41.72a(2)(3) and the Americans with Disabilities
(ADA). SECTION H of the Open Meeting Act.
Dated: March 8, 2018

Kristi DeKraker
Clerk
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FLORIST

Brynadette
Powell
• Associate Broker
• Notary Public
Cell: 616-835-2624

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

Brynadette@grar.com
www.Brynadette.com

Your original
hometown florist

Arthur K. Eggerding
Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

“Look
for
our
specials
“Look
canopy
“Look for
for the
the striped
green canopy
on Facebook.”
&& bright
yellow
bright
yellow doors”
doors”

866-0990

17 N. Main St.

North End Tire & Auto

(616) 439-3400

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

Bassett’s

Towing & Auto Repair
New Hours:
Monday-Friday
8am to 5:30pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
• American Express

Full-serviCe auto repair
• Brakes • Engine • Electric • Oil Changes
• Tires (new and used) • Wheel Alignments
• Maintenance • Foreign & Domestic

14050 edgerton
Cedar springs

616.696.3051

Check out our
e-edition @
cedarspringspost.com/
e-newspaper-2/

PUBLIC NOTICE

VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE
COUNTY OF KENT, MIChIGAN

BIDS FOr CEMETErY
MAINTENANCE
The Village of Sand Lake is seeking bids
for Cemetery Maintenance for Fiscal Year
April 1, 2018 to March 31, 2019.
Requires mowing and trimming of Cemetery
on regular basis (understanding that weather
impacts the number of times needed to
maintain desired appearance)
and must include spring and fall cleanup.
The format required for the bid is as follows:
Total cost for year if paid in 12 monthly
installments.
Total cost for year if paid in two installments.
Total cost for year if paid in one installment.
Cost of burials.
Cost of cremated remains burials.
Cost of footings; per square inch.
Winter burials
Must provide at least 3
Cemetery Maintenance References
and provide proof of proper
insurance coverage upon the
Village’s acceptance of the bid.
Bids must be received by
Thursday, March 15, 2018
Village of Sand Lake
2 Maple St.
P.O. Box 139
Sand Lake MI 49343
616-636-8854
10,2018
2018
Dated: March 8,

CLASSIFIEDS

The Cedar Springs Post
Page 14		

The

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word

Call 616.696.3655

notice
I am trying to locate Brendan M.
Flintoff of Howard City in regards
to a paternity test scheduled for
March 23rd. Please Contact me
231-445-5802. #10p

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

State of
Michigan

Probate court
county of Kent

notice to creditorS
decedent’s estate
file no. 17-202253-de

estate of John albert umlor
Date of Birth: October 31, 1939
notice to creditorS:
The decedent, John Albert
Umlor, died October 13,
2016. Creditors of the decedent are notified that all
claims against the estate will
be forever barred unless presented to Shannon Stanley,
personal representative, or
to both the probate court at
180 Ottawa Ave NW, Grand
Rapids, MI 49503 and the
personal representative within 4 months after the date of
publication of this notice.
Blakeslee Rop, PLC
Neil C. Blakeslee
Bar No. P32521
240 Northland Drive
Rockford, MI 49341
(616) 866- 9593
Personal Representive:
Shannon Stanley
13233 Pine Island Drive
Sparta, MI 49345
(616) 914-8237
Dated: March 8, 2018
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5,000 copies
printed weekly

Call 616.696.3655

– 696-3655 –

ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

AUCTION

Estate
Sale
Cedar Springs Estate
Moving Sale: 7015 – 14
Mile Rd. NE (M57). Thursday, March 15, 9 am - 5
pm. Friday, March 16, 9 am
- 5 pm, Saturday, March
17, 9 am – 2 pm. More info
& pics see estatesales.
net. #10p

Homes
for sale

Services

CEDARFIELD
55+
COMMUNITY

A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb

Next to Meijer

NEw LIsTINg
2,560 sq. ft.
4 bedroom home
2 stall garage
handicap ramp
& all the extras

$105,000

CEDARFIELD
SELF StoRAgE
Next to Meijer

616-696-1100

616-696-1100

Critter

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

Help
Wanted
The City of Cedar Springs
is looking for a dynamic
individual who is self-motivated,
courteous, and detail oriented
when performing tasks. This
person would be responsible
for
performing
diverse
administrative assistance and
general support services for
the city Treasurer. They would
also perform a variety of record
keeping tasks related to the
accounting of City monies. A
full job description is available
at the City of Cedar Springs
website under “News”. This
is a Permanent Part time
position starting at $14.00
per hour. Please send cover
letter and resume with 3
references to: Cedar Springs
City Manager, PO Box 310,
66 S. Main Street, Cedar
Springs, MI 49319 or email to:
manager@cityofcedarsrpings.
org.
Applications
to
be
reviewed initially on March
8th, applications accepted until
position filled. #9,10b

Storage
for Rent

PEOPLE WHO KNOW
REAL ESTATE BEST!

616-696-3300
Fax 616-696-3311

Who do you know
Who’s
LOOKING TO BUY
OR
SELL REAL ESTATE

Corner
Found: Tan & white, long haired
cat. Found in the area of Pine
Lake and 17 Mile about the 14th
of February. Call 616-696-8018.
#9

• Lost
• Found
good
homes
• Free to

View our website

stoutgroup.net

Leon
STOUT

REALTOR® - CONSULTANT

(616) 915-6414 Direct 24/7
leon@stoutgroup.net
4330 17 Mile Rd.,
Cedar Springs, MI

small ads
make ¢ents

Animal Ads

FREE
in The POST
696-3655
are

P ST
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Humane Society of West Michigan’s

PETS of the Week
Meet Becca! She is a 4 year old Pit Bull Terrier mix. Becca is
such a goofy girl who loves
to to run around and showoff her favorite toys. She
would love a household willing to provide her regular
exercise or has a fenced in
backyard. Becca would make
a great running partner! She
knows several commands
and is eager to learn. Becca
has previously lived with a cat successfully. Her energy level
should be considered around small children. Becca would do
best with male dogs, however should meet any before going
home with one. If you’re interested in her, please visit Humane
Society of West Michigan.
Meet Ike! He is a 4 year old
domestic short hair kitty. Ike
loves to pose for pictures, receive pets, and give nose kisses.
He has lived with cats previously and seems to do well as long
there are multiple litter boxes
in the home. Ike would love a
owner that allows him time and
gives him patience to acclimate to his new surroundings. Ike
would be a great addition to many homes! If you’re interested
in him, please visit Humane Society of West Michigan.
For more information on the Humane Society of West
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit
them at 3077 Wilson NW, just ½
mile north of Three Mile Road during
adoption hours or visit www.hswestmi.org
Hours: Tuesday-Friday 12pm-7pm and
Saturday-Sunday 11am-4pm.

Join Us

Wine | Food | Auctions
pawsclawsandcorks.com
MARCH 12, 2018 | 6PM

Benefiting Humane Society of West Michigan

CLASSIFIEDS
are online at
http://cedarspringspost.com/classifieds/

for details call

696-3655

Informational Meetings
The Brook of Cedar Springs will be hosting
informational meetings at the
Cedar Springs Community Library,
107 N. Main St., Cedar Springs

on Thursdays in March, 10am - 4pm
If you would like to meet with our
representatives, please call 989-745-6500
to set up an appointment.
Come see what we have to offer!
Pricing • Room Availability • Services & Amenities
We are excited to become a part of the Cedar Springs Community
Refreshments will be provided
visit our website: BrookRetirement.com

1.00 OFF

$

CLASSIFIEDS
when you pay with

CA$H

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at

www.cedarspringspost.com
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Outdoors

Otters spotted in Bass Lake

It’s not often you get to
see a river otter in our neck
of the woods, but Gail Davis, of Spencer Township,
sent us these photos of otters frolicking in Bass Lake.
“We’ve had otters on the
ice for the last week,” she
wrote. “The ice was melting
off in front of our house and
we watched four otters popping in and out of holes until all the ice melted. Yesterday another neighbor who
also took photos counted 5.
They still had ice in front of
their house. We’ve watched
them here before but it’s
been years.”
Gail said she also took a
video of an eagle that landed on the ice next to a hole
where an otter was eating a
fish, but the otter dove into
the water before the eagle
landed.
The greatest population
of otters in our state is in
upper and northern Lower Michigan, with a lower
density to the south.
According to animaldiversity.org, North American river otters are found
anywhere there is a permanent food supply and easy
access to water. They can
live in freshwater and coastal marine habitats, includ-
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ing rivers, lakes, marshes,
swamps, and estuaries.
River otters can tolerate a
variety of environments,
including cold and warmer
latitudes and high elevations. North American river
otters seem to be sensitive
to pollution and disappear
from areas with polluted
waters.

They are excellent swimmers and divers, and able to
stay underwater for up to 8
minutes. They are also fast
on land, and capable of running at up to 18 mph/hr. Otters normally hunt at night,
but can be seen at all times
of day. They normally eat
aquatic organisms (fish, turtle, crabs, amphibians, etc.)

and usually take slow, nongame fish, such as suckers.
Otters mate in late winter
or early spring. Other than
that, males and females do
not associate. They can last
8 or 9 years in the wild.
Thank you, Gail, for
sending us your photos!

Signs of spring

While the weather in March cannot seem to make up its
mind, there are definitely signs of spring all around us.

Red-winged blackbird

Pamela Cooke, of Nelson Township, sent us this photo
of a male red winged blackbird leaving one of her feeders. “My dad always said a red-winged blackbird is truly
a sign that spring is on its way,” she said. And she’s right.
According to learner.org, the
red-winged blackbird, robins, earthworms, emerging Homes for sale
leaves, and maple sap rununder $39,000.00
ning, are all signs that spring
Financing Available
is right around the corner.
No App fee
During February, redwings that breed in Canada
and the northern US are in
the southern US, feeding
on grain, putting on fat, and
starting to migrate north.
March is the peak male migration and when territorial
behavior begins. Females Call 231-937-9797
arrive behind males. Thanks For more details and to
for the photo, Pamela!
make an appointment
www.bayshorehomesales.com
Spring - continues on page 16

Village Trails

Red-winged blackbird. Photo by Pamela Cooke

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche

Modes of Animal
Behavior

Ranger Steve will present an interactive program addressing audience questions about animal behavior and will
share stories about experiences with animals. Displayed
animal mounts will provide attendees the opportunity for
close examination of animals. This popular program includes audience participation for asking questions of personal interest. The presentation will last one hour. Time will
be provided before and after the presentation to explore displays and ask additional questions.
Program: Modes of Animal Behavior
Location: Howard Christensen Nature Center (HCNC),
16160 Red Pine Dr., Kent City, MI 49330
Date: 24 March 2018
Time: 9 a.m.
Cost: $3 per person (HCNC members free)
Presenter: Ranger Steve (Mueller)
You can become an HCNC member that day and waive
the program fee. Many activities are provided at no additional cost throughout the year for members.
Enter the main entrance for HCNC and park near the
Welcome center. Walk the Ranger Trail to the Red Pine Interpretive Center past Tadpole Pond. Handicap parking is
available next to the building by entering the service drive
north of the main entrance.
Bring family and friends for a great Saturday morning to
enjoy learning about animal behavior.
Ranger Steve was director at HCNC for 20 years before
becoming director at Wittenbach/Wege Agri-science and
Environmental Education Center in Lowell. Prior work included being a ranger naturalist at Bryce Canyon National
Park in Utah; college instructor at Bemidji State University,
Brainerd Community College, and Jordan College; Chief
naturalist for Morningside Nature Center in Gainesville
Florida; and a middle and high school teacher in Dry Ridge
Kentucky, Kenosha, Wisconsin, and Manistique, Michigan.
Currently he is the sanctuary ecologist at Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary where he guides management to enhance
biodiversity. He writes a nature niche column for newspapers and conservation organization newsletters.
His varied experiences provided opportunity to learn in
many ecosystems across the country with opportunities to
experience close encounters with animals he studied. He
has discovered a new species and range extensions for species in remote areas that lacked adequate study.
Directions: US 131 north from Grand Rapids to Exit 104.
West on M-46 (17 Mile Rd.) about 6 miles to Red Pine
Drive, north on Red Pine Dr. about 3 miles to HCNC. Park
by the Welcome Center and walk trail to Red Pine Interpretive Center. Consider staying after the program to enjoy
some of the 7 miles of trails.
Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr.
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

1565 Dagget Road
Pierson

Robinson

616-636-5565
887-2060

Septic cleaning, llc

w w w.robinsonseptic.net

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals
Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City
and surrounding areas since 1979
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Spring

...continued from page 2

...continued from page 15

Cedar View Elemenatary 5th place

Red Hawk Elementary - coached by Michelle Wiles and
Traci Slager (placed 1st and advancing to State FInals)
problem 3 div 2
Red Hawk Elementary - coached by Rahnda Bordeaux
and Matt Robb (placed 2nd and advancing to State FInals)
problem 4, div 2
Congratulations and best of luck at State Finals on March
17 at Thornapple Kellogg School.

Thank you
to our
Advertisers for

Keeping the
Post coming!
#shopthepost

Robin

Last week we received a robin photo from Jennifer
August, of Solon Township. This week we received
one from Tia Powell, of Nelson Township. She said
she spotted it near 18 Mile and Pine Lake. Thank you,
Tia!
We know from Ranger Steve Mueller that certain robins may stay the winter. According to the Michigan State
University Extension, The vast majority of robins do move
south in the winter. However, some stick around—and
move around—in northern locations. And not all robins
that winter in Michigan will stay to nest and breed in the
summer. Robins tend to move around in response to food
rather than temperature. In the winter they eat fruit; when
the ground starts to thaw, they eat earthworms and insects.
They don’t come back because weather is warm; they come
back because food is available (which often coincides with

warmer weather).

Maple tree sap

Publisher Lois Allen took this photo of maple trees being
tapped on 18 Mile near Tisdel last weekend. Each tap will
produce about 10 gallons, enough for about a quart of pure
Michigan maple syrup.
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