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High winds blow across state MDOT to redo 
US131 between 
14 and 17 Mile 

Break-in at Cedar Café

Turkey causes 
power outage

We now have proof that turkeys can fly! According to 
Consumers Energy, 1,463 customers lost power on Mon-
day, March 6, when a turkey hit a power line on 17 Mile 
Rd, east of Algoma.

It happened at 3:59 p.m. The outage covered much of 
Solon Township, including businesses on 17 Mile and 
White Creek, such as Meijer, Save A Lot, fast food restau-
rants and more.

The original restoration time was 5:30 p.m. but it was 
not restored until 7;13 p.m.

According to spokesperson Roger Morgenstern, of Con-
sumers Energy, the turkey hitting the power line ended up 
causing damage within a substation. Because of the dam-
age, they took an hour-long outage (from 6:09 p.m. to 7:09 
p.m.) on a nearby area to get the previous 1,463 customers 
back on. The second outage involved 1,758 customers.

Jeannie Larsen sent us this photo of a tree that was blown down Wednesday and blocked Myers Lake rd, near pringle, in nelson town-
ship (near Sand Lake).

Firefighters, police, 
and other first respond-
ers were kept busy 
Wednesday as high 
winds swept across 
the area, toppling trees 
and taking down tele-

phone poles and elec-
trical wires. There were 
various reports of trees 
blocking the roadway, 
falling through roofs, 
electrical wires down, 
and sporadic brush fires.

Power outages were 
also a big problem for 
many in the area. Pow-
er went off early in the 
day for many residents 
(about 10:30 a.m.). At 
5 p.m., 38,000 in Kent 

County were without 
power, and 210,000 
statewide. Consumers 
Energy said that harder 
hit areas may not have 
power back until late 
Saturday.

Mdot plans to reconstruct the stretch of US131 from south of 14 Mile to two 
miles north of where it crosses over White Creek ave.

Public meeting March 16 at Cedar 
Springs High School 4-6 p.m.
By Judy Reed

Are you tired of driving over the rough spots on US131 between 
14 Mile and 17 Mile Road and wondering (probably for the mil-
lionth time) when they are going to fix this road? You won’t have 
to wonder much longer.

The Michigan Department of Transportation announced details 
on Friday, March 3, of their plans to reconstruct that stretch of 
highway. The project will begin on April 15 and should be open 
to traffic on November 5.

There will be a public informational meeting about the project 
at Cedar Springs High School, 204 E. Muskegon, in the cafeteria, 
on Thursday, March 16, from 4-6 p.m.turkey causes massive power outage in Solon township. the turkey 

did not survive the incident, but the dinner was delicious. 

By Judy Reed

The Kent County Sheriff Department is investigating a 
break-in at the Cedar Café, 40 N. Main St, in Cedar Springs.

The break-in occurred on Saturday, March 4. According to 
owner Lisa Cisler, she had closed up at 3 p.m. and went home. 
She then got a call from her alarm company at 4:28 p.m. tell-
ing her the alarm went off and police were on their way.

According to police, the suspect(s) attempted to enter the 
building through a window at the rear of the building. Nothing 
was reported missing.

Cisler said she thinks the alarm may have scared them off. “I 
had a break-in 10 years ago. That’s what prompted me to get 
the security system,” she said.

Anyone with any information is asked to contact Kent 
County Sheriff Department at (616) 632-6100 or Silent Ob-
server at (616) 774-2345. 



Just like the robin, and 
the appearance of seed cat-

alogues, the an-
nouncement of the 
opening of regis-
tration for the Ce-
dar Springs FFA 
Community Gar-
dens is one faithful 
sign that winter is 
drawing to a close.

A g r i s c i e n c e 
students and FFA 
members are learn-
ing what must be 
done to prepare 
and plant a garden 
in western Michi-
gan. “We hope to 
be able to supply many free 
transplants for the plots. 
The seedlings are to be 
grown in the High School 
Plant Science class, and by 
FFA members. We provide 
hand tools, and we rototill 
the gardens for community 
member before they take 

over,” said Larry Reyburn, 
local FFA Advisor.  Big 
help has come from the area 
Fire Departments, who take 
turns filling the water tank 
used on the gardens.

Any member of the com-
munity that is interested 
in having their own plot 
should contact Reyburn at 

the high school by phone 
at 616-696-1200 extension 
6131, or by email at Larry.
Reyburn@csredhawks.org. 

For over 70 years the FFA 
at Cedar has focused on 
serving others and develop-
ing its member’s leadership 
and personal growth.  
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Fixing cars is our job...

...Helping people is our business.
Just south of Big Rapids • scottsbodyshop.com

Your Body and Paint Experts

scott’s
body shop

Fixing cars is our job...

Greenville: 
(616) 754-0307
Collision & Mechanical Services
12700 Old 14 Mile Rd NE | Greenville
Monday – Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

Cedar Springs: 
(616) 696-1830
Collision & Glass Services
13399 White Creek Ave NE | Cedar Springs
Monday – Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

Collision & Glass 
Centers

... Helping people is our business.
new loCation

Fixing Cars. 
Helping people.

Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus 
     & 
  Restaurant

95 North MaiN | Cedar SpriNGS
      CSBreW.CoM | (616) 696-Beer

This number is more 
than seven times the 
population of Ireland 
itself.

There are 34.7 million U.S. 
residents with Irish ancestry. 

Road commission vehicle catches fire

Crocus in bloom

The warm temperatures we had in Febru-
ary have caused some plants to follow a lit-
tle early. We received this photo of a crocus 
from Mary Lou Fuller, of Solon Township 
last Wednesday, March 1. 

“It is not all the way open, but apparently 
my crocus thinks spring has arrived,” said 
Mary Lou.

The very next day we had much colder 

temperatures with snow. We asked Mary 
Lou this week if it damaged the crocus. She 
said no, it was still hanging in there!

If you have a wildlife or wildflower photo 
you would like to send us, please email it 
to news@cedarspringspost.com with some 
information about the photo and your con-
tact info. 

Class Member “Learning to do” preparing 2016 Gardens. Photo courtesy FFA. 

FFA Community Gardens: a sure 

A fire in the median of US131 Tuesday was 
quickly put out by algoma Fire department. 

Post photos by L. Allen.

By Judy Reed

The Algoma Town-
ship Fire Department re-
sponded to a fire in the 
median of US131 Tues-
day afternoon, south of 

17 Mile.
According to Algoma 

firefighter Chris Kutz-
li, when they arrived on 
scene they found a Kent 
County Road Commis-
sion bobcat, fully en-

sign of Spring

gulfed in flames. The fire 
was coming from both 
the operator’s cab and the 
engine compartment.

“We hooked up one 
hose line to the engine 
and put out the fire in 
about 10 minutes,” said 
Kutzli. 

He said that the oper-
ator was clearing excess 
brush from the median 
in preparation for the up-
coming road construction 
project when the warning 
light came on, saying that 
the engine was overheat-
ing. When he opened the 
engine compartment, he 
saw the fire. 

The actual cause of the 
fire is unknown.

More winter fun
Bob Hegedus 

demonstrates that 
having fun in the 
snow isn’t just for 
the chronologically 
young, but for the 
young at heart as 
well! The 80-year-
old retired barber 
built this snowman 
last Christmas Eve 
in the front yard of 
the Hegedus home 
on Cedar Springs 
Ave. 

Thanks so much 
for sending that to 
us!

We are still look-
ing for winter fun, 
wildlife, and Post 
travels photos. 
Please email them 
to news@cedar-
springspost.com, 
with your contact 
info and a short 
summary. They will 
be published as 
space allows.
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Sheriff Department crime stats

Coffee with a Trooper
MSP Lakeview Post 100 Year Anniversary Event 

this tornado photo was taken on May 24, 1973 in Union City, okla-
homa. Credit: NOAA Photo Library, NOAA Central Library; OAR/ERL/
National Severe Storms Laboratory (NSSL) 

The Kent County Sheriff 
Department has issued their 
crime statistics for the year 
for the cities and townships 
they patrol.  Over the next 
few weeks, we will be shar-
ing some of those statistics. 
Below are some statistics 
from three of the cities/
townships in our area.

Algoma Township: 
Population: 9,932. Had 
1,493 dispatched calls, 
320 traffic stops. The top 
five dispatched calls were 
for broadcast to area po-
lice (832); suspicious 
conditions/noise/subject 
(193); assists (189); traf-
fic crash-property damage 
(180) and alarms (160). The 
top five criminal offenses 
were obstructing justice 
(29); domestic simple as-

sault (25); intimidation/
stalking (25); driving law 
violations (23); OUIL or 
OUID (20). The highest 
number of calls occur on 
Friday; the peak time of 
day is 5 p.m. The hotspots 
for service calls are areas of 
US131.

Courtland Township: 
Population: 7,678. Had 
829 dispatched calls, 143 
traffic stops. The top five 
dispatched calls were for 
suspicious condition/noise/
subject (104); assists (93); 
traffic crash-property dam-
age (65); alarms (60); 
broadcasts (38).  The top 
five criminal offenses: do-
mestic simple assault (16); 
obstructing justice (16); 
intimidation/stalking (14); 
damage to property (10); 

driving law violations (10). 
The highest number of calls 
occurs on Monday, 
with 9 p.m. being the 
peak time for calls. 
The hotspot for service 
calls is in the area around 
Peninsula, Eva, Orun and 
11 Mile Rd.

Oakfield Town-
ship: Population 
5,782. Had 707 dispatched 
calls, 91 traffic stops.

The top five dispatched 
calls were for assists (72); 
suspicious condition/
noise/subject (62); alarms 
(48); domestic argu-
ment-no assault (45); traf-
fic crash-property damage 
(39). The top five criminal 
offenses were domestic 
simple assault (17); viola-
tion of controlled substance 

(14); OUIL or 
OUID (10); intimi-
dation/ stalking (9). 
The highest number of calls 
occurs on Saturday, with 
4-5 p.m. being the peak 
time of day. The hotspot 
for calls is in the area sur-
rounding 14 Mile, Old 14 
Mile and Lincoln Lake.

Next week we’ll review 
Spencer, Sparta, and Ty-
rone Townships.

SKYWARN® Training Offered 
The National Weather Service SKYWARN volunteer 

program has trained nearly 290,000 severe weather spotters 
nationwide. “We appreciate having these men and wom-
en keeping their local communities safe during storms and 
other weather threats,” said Jack Stewart, Kent County 
Emergency Management Coordinator. “They provide re-
al-time, accurate reports of severe weather to the National 
Weather Service, where their staff alerts our first responders 
about imminent danger.” Training will be offered free at: 

Grandville High School 4700 Canal Ave SE Grandville, 
MI 49418 Thursday, March 16, 2017 - 6:30 p.m. – 9:30 
p.m. 

Register in advance at https://www.eventbrite.com/e/
kent-ottawa-severe-weather- spotter-training-2017-regis-
tration-28894842251?aff=es2. 

The program is recommended for ages 11 and older. 
Those with an interest in weather, serving the public and 
who have access to communications equipment (ham radi-
os, cell phones, etc.) are encouraged to attend. Volunteers in 
the past have includes first responders, dispatchers, public 
utility workers and concerned private citizens. Spotters also 
include people who work at hospitals, schools, churches, 
nursing homes. 

Those who attend the free three-hour training will leave 
the course as spotters, capable of identifying and describing 
severe local storms and damage threats. The volunteers are 
not “storm chasers” who travel hundreds of miles to seek 
out storms; most of the volunteers will monitor the skies 
or rivers from near their homes. Safety of spotters is a top 
priority. 

According the National Weather Service (NWS) Sky-
warn website: 

Since the program started in the 1970s, the information 
provided by SKYWARN® spotters, coupled with Doppler 
radar technology, improved satellite and other data, has 
enabled NWS to issue more timely and accurate warnings 
for tornadoes, severe thunderstorms and flash floods. 

The Michigan State Police (MSP) 
Lakeview Post will be hosting four 
“Coffee with a Trooper” events to 
celebrate the department’s 100 years 
of service.  The events will take 
place as follows from 9 a.m. – 11 
a.m.:

April 17 – Coffee with a Trooper 
at the Lakeview Post (10300 How-
ard City-Edmore Rd.)

April 18 – Coffee with a Trooper 
at the Ionia Detachment (Riverside 
Correctional – 777 W. Riverside)

April 19 – Coffee with a Trooper 
at the St Louis Detachment (8530 N. 
Union Rd.)

April 20 – Coffee with a Trooper 
at the Sheridan Office (115 E. Ever-
green Rd.)

We will have several patrol cars 
(including the 100 Year Anniversary car) at each of these 
events.  We encourage the general public to come out and 

interact and with post personnel during the “Coffee with a 
Trooper” events.

Kent County saw several severe storms last year, includ-
ing the outbreak on August 20 that included tornados and 
high wind damage. There were no fatalities, perhaps due to 
early warning by the National Weather Service and weather 
spotters trained in the SKYWARN® Course. 
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10 am Sunday worship  (616)784-1111
1200 Post Drive NE, Belmont
(corner of Pine Island, 1/4 mile west of Exit 95 of US 131)

www.holyspiritbelmont.org
New Ideas, Traditional Worship

Holy Spirit Episcopal Church
10 am Sunday worship

Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memoriesspiritual notes • announcements • memories

ChurchDirectory
PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY

West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery
Sunday School 9:45

WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.
MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 
Web: www.pioneercrc.org

Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM
Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM

Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm 

(Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh
Pastor Craig S. Carter

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta, MI 49345
616.550.6398

Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
Nursery & Children Ministry Provided

www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org 

  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

Worship: Sunday 10:45 am & 3rd Saturday 7 pm
Sunday School 9:30 am    Nursery & Children’s Church during message
*Sunday 12:30 pm Youth   *Tuesday Celebrate Recovery 6:30-8:30 pm
*Wednesday Kidzone 6-7:30 pm  *Thursday Open Prayer 10:30 am & 7 pm

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 

St. John Paul II Parish
A Welcoming Catholic Church

3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2-mqa.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

Service Time: 10 am Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Senior Pastor, Rev. Chadrick Brown
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Steve Lindeman 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 

Cedar Springs United Methodist Church
140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs

616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org
Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org

Pastor Steve Lindeman
Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.

Supervised Nursery Care Provided
Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(Since 1946) Non-Denominational

pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm

Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

sunday Worship: 10 aM
enhance fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
coumc.weebly.com

Interim Pastor: Bill Johnson

From the Pulpit
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Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant

ANNA BELLE  PELLOW
Anna Belle (Annable) Pellow, 95 of Sand Lake, died 
Saturday, March 4, 2017 at her home. She was born July 18, 
1921 in Cedar Springs, Michigan the daughter of Cyril and 
Louisa (Spaulding) Remington. She worked at Lear Siegler 
for 33 years retiring in 1986. Surviving are her children, 
Gloria Rayman, Larry (Beth) Annable; daughter-in-law, Joy 
Annable; 9 grandchildren; 16 great-grandchildren; 4 great-
great-grandchildren; sisters, Opal Lewis, Harriet Beth Vogel, 
Virginia Staal; many nieces and nephews. She was preceded 
in death by husbands, William A. Annable and Robert 
Pellow; son, William R. Annable. A celebration of her life 
will be held Saturday, March 18th from 1-4 p.m. at the Pierson 
Village Municipal Building, 190 Grand St., Pierson. Private 
interment Chapel Hill Memorial Gardens, Grand Rapids. In 
lieu of flowers, memorials may be made to Santa Claus Girls 
with whom she worked with many years. 

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs.

MICHAEL RANDALL
Michael Randall, 62, of Kalamazoo Michigan lost his 
long battle with cancer on Wednesday, February 22, 2017. 
Michael was born in 1954 to William and Norma Randall. 
He was a graduate of Rogers High School, Wyoming 
Michigan, and served in the Army. He is survived by his 
children, Michael Randall, Jr. and Amanda Randall of 
Kalamazoo; brothers, Kerry (Penny) Randall, Eugene 
(Darlene) Randall, Donald (Jane) Randall, Eric Randall, all 
of Howard City and Daniel (Mary) Randall of Sand Lake; 
sisters, Polly Merritt of Howard City, Patricia Randall (Dick 
Schutter) of Newaygo, Mary (Gary) Portvliet, and Susan 
(Timothy) Fieberg of Cedar Springs; many nieces and 
nephews.  Michael was preceded in death by his parents and 
his wife Linda.  A memorial service will held at Fort Custer, 
1559 Dickman Rd., Augusta, Michigan 39012 on Thursday, 
March 9th at 1:30 p.m. with internment at Fort Custer.

EVELYN VANDERZEE
Evelyn VanderZee age 89 of Holt passed away March 3, 
2017 in Holt, Michigan.  She was born January 16, 1918 in 
Diller Nebraska the daughter of Walter and Anna (Roseman) 
Eberhardt.  She lived in Cedar Springs for many years. During 
her working years she worked at the Homestead Grocery 
Store where she assisted in the family business.  She loved 
bowling, puzzles, the Kardashians, playing cards.  She didn’t 
start driving until she was in her late 50’s.  She also assisted 
her daughter at Peacock Pet Parlor as well.  Surviving are 
her children, Andrew VanderZee of Florida, Robert (Betty) 
VanderZee of Cedar Springs, Dorothy Conner of Lansing, 
Judy (Mike) Peterson of Ravenna, Sharon (Derrick) Peacock 
of Stanwood; 17 grandchildren; 30 great-grandchildren and 
6 great-great-grandchildren; and several nieces and nephews.  
She was preceded in death by Husband Andrew VanderZee 
Sr. a first born child Edwin, two infant grandchildren a great-
grandson Matt, a daughter in law Betty and a brother Elmer.  
Funeral services were held on Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. at the 
Heckman Funeral Home with pastor David Davis officiating 
with burial in the Aetna Cemetery in Morley.  

Arrangements by Heckman Funeral Home, Howard City
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Rev. Michael Shiery
PILgRIM BIBLE CHuRCH
West Pine Street • Cedar Springs

THE gREATNESS OF gRACE
“Moreover the law entered that the offense might abound. But 

where sin abounded, grace abounded much more. So that as sin 
reigned in death, even so grace might reign through righteousness 
to eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.” (Romans 5:20-21)
(NKJV)

Of all the words contained in the dictionary, perhaps non is so 
beautiful as “grace.” Although it can heave several meanings, in 
a spiritual context it simply means “the free and unmerited favor 
of God.”

Grace is gift that Christians are privileged to enjoy and that is 
freely offered to everyone from the hand of a loving God. There 
is not a single individual who deserves this grace and yet there 
has not been nor will there ever be a single person to whom this 
grace is not offered.

You see, we are all born with a corrupt nature that naturally 
leads us to the paths of sin. Romans 3:23 says, “For all have 

sinned and fall short of the glory of God” (NKJV). Sin has tragic 
consequences. It causes hurt and pain for those who have been 
sinned against, and it has fateful and fatal spiritual results of the 
one who has committed the sin.

James 1:15 tells us “...Sin, when it is full-grown, brings forth 
death” (NJKV). If we refuse to repent of our sin and continue to 
follow the path of wickedness, we will find at the end of life’s road 
memories of regret and eternity in Hell separated from Christ. This 
is what we had to look forward to, a lifetime of rebellion followed 
be an eternity of ruin.

Enter grace. Perhaps the Apostle Paul summed it up best when 
he wrote in Romans 6:23: “The wages of sin is death, but the gift 
of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” (NJKV).

Please understand that sin conquered the human race, but be-
cause of Christ’s selfless sacrifice on the Cross the dynamics of the 
situation are forever changed. The chains of sin have been broken 
by the power of grace, and you do not have to live a life of shame 
and regrets. Jesus died on the Cross and then rose from the dead to 
give us not just life, but abundant life, and all who desire a stainless 
conscience, a pure heart, and a clean slate can obtain them through 
His matchless and gracious gift!

Regardless of where you have been or what you have done, re-
gardless of foolish choices and marred memories of regret, life can 
be different from this point onward, if you will simply accept the 
gift of God’s grace, repent of your sins, and ask Christ to forgive 
you. That’s what the good news of the Gospel is all about.

As one songwriter put it:
Grace will always be greater than sin,
Calvary’s proven it time and again. 
Whatever you’ve done, wherever you’ve been,
God’s grace will always be greater than sin.



STATEPOINT 
CROSSWORD
THEME: DELICIOUS 
DESSERTS
ACROSS
1. Scottish Highlands’ pattern
6. ____ Brown from “Back to 
the Future”
9. “For ____ the Bell Tolls”
13. Alluring maiden
14. Feminists’ 1923 proposal, 
acr.
15. Push
16. Not Ionic or Corinthian
17. SNL’s “home”
18. Acquired behavior pattern
19. *Danish or croissant
21. *With ice cream
23. Color wheel feature
24. *”Baking with Julia,” e.g.
25. Rejuvenating spot
28. Stephen King’s “The Green 
____”
30. License to park, e.g.
35. Olympic castaway?
37. Read, watched or listened 
to
39. Hot spot
40. Swirling vortex
41. Wilt “The ____” 
Chamberlain
43. Beginning of musical staff
44. DNA and RNA
46. Recipe direction
47. Saw incision
48. Rh in Rh disease
50. “Follow me!”
52. Pig’s digs
53. Loud get-together
55. Actress Thompson
57. *Apple coat

61. *Like Cherries Jubilee
64. Defendant’s excuse
65. One who copies behavior 
of another
67. Lion sounds
69. “Thesaurus” author
70. Intelligent humor
71. Grassy plain
72. School activity
73. Anagram for #49 Down
74. Those in favor
DOWN
1. High degree
2. Roller coaster feature
3. Heavenly glow
4. March celebrants
5. Authoritative declaration
6. Refuse to accept
7. Eyeball shape
8. *Chocolate tree
9. George Michael/Andrew 
Ridgeley duo
10. Great Depression drifter
11. “Metamorphoses” poet
12. Boundary line
15. *Milk-based concoctions
20. Buggy control, pl.
22. Chop off
24. Cause to be enamored
25. *Common dessert 
ingredient
26. Study of behavior and 
mind, for short
27. Eagle’s nest
29. “____ Make a Deal”
31. Medieval torture device
32. The cocktail Moscow 
____, pl.
33. Dead to the world
34. *Seaside candy
36. *In M&M’s pack: browns, 
greens and these

38. Fit for a skinny one
42. Online troublemaker
45. What to do with an 
application
49. Greek letters on campus
51. Almost
54. Shredded cabbage dishes
56. Mexican detergent plant
57. Rental on the links

58. Medicinal succulent
59. Semis
60. Lend a criminal hand
61. Sheep’s milk cheese
62. Barnyard sounds
63. Marine eagle
66. *____-throwing contest
68. Vessel’s last call

BONNIE KAY 
guTHRIE

Bonnie Kay Guthrie, age 
67 of Coral, passed away 
Wednesday, March 8, 2017 
at Spectrum Health United 
Hospital in Greenville. She 
was born February 3, 1950 in 
Mount Pleasant. Many people 
knew Bonnie as a longtime 
Howard City hairdresser. 
After 30 years of styling and 
befriending clients at area 
salons, she retired from Renaissance Salon and Spa, where she 
especially loved working. Bonnie was full of life and full of love. 
She had a big personality- she loved music, she had a wonderful 
sense of humor, and was more than a little sassy. She was always 
beautifully put together, makeup immaculate and hair perfectly 
coiffed with a colorful outfit to match. She will be deeply missed, 
especially by her children, Jim (Becky) Guthrie of Pierson and 
Jodi (Cheryl Nemeth) Guthrie of Coral; grandchildren, Tiffany 
Guthrie, Trenton Satterlee, Meghan (Bob) Kessel, and Hunter 
Guthrie, great-grandchildren, Mayhem and Charlie; brother, 
Billy Ward; and countless other relatives, friends, and clients. 
Funeral services will be held at 11:00 am Monday, March 13, 
2017 at Hurst Funeral Home, Greenville, with visitation Sunday 
from 5:00 to 8:00 pm at the funeral home. Interment will be 
in West Pine Cemetery. Memorial contributions may be given 
to a charity of one’s choice, and memories and messages of 
condolence may be shared at www.hurstfh.com.

Arrangements by Hurst Funeral Home, Greenville
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Voices / ViewsChurch Connection

Every Life Tells A Story...

RANDY L. MILEWSKI
January 16, 1959 – March 12, 2011

“Forever in Our Hearts”
Memories are treasures no one can steal.
Death is a heartache nothing can heal.
The tears in our eyes we can wipe away.
But love in our hearts will always stay.

Your loving family,
Mom & Dad and sister, Cindy Westveld
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HHometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service 
for	 non-profit	 agencies	 only.	 Due	 to	 popular	 demand	
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. This is 
not guaranteed space. Articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name 
and phone number for any questions we may have.

LibraryDirectory

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeek

NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM

SPENCER TOWNSHIP BRANCH
14960 Meddler Ave.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday & Wednesday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 5:00 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM

are online @
www.cedarspringspost.com

at home or away... 
we’re just a click away

Kent theatre
DIGITAL Movies at the

now Showing

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

showtimes: 
Friday:  6:00PM • 9:00PM
saturday:  3:00PM • 6:00PM • 9:00PM
sunday:  3:00PM • 6:00PM
8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 9

march
10 • 11 

12
Movie Tickets 

ONLY $3.00

march 24-26March 17-19

Zombies Werewolves & 
Aliens Oh My!

coming soon: LiVe on stage

Arts/entertAinment

Cedar Springs 
Lions Club

One MilliOn 
Penny MissiOn

Proceeds to purchase hearing and sight
Equipment for the Cedar Springs Library

Penny COlleCtiOn Jug lOCatiOns:

euChre
tOurnaMent
Friday, March 31st

6:30pm
North Kent 

Senior Center
44 N. Park St.

Welcome at 6:00 
for practice.

161,603

500,000

1,000,000 
Penny gOal

•  Cedar Springs 
 Public Library 
•  D & J Nail
•  B&B Beauty Salon 

& Barbershop

•  Sue’s Country Kitchen
•  Cedar Cycle
•  The Cedar Springs 
 Professional Center

Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, & Friday 12:00 pm - 6:00 pm

Wednesday 10:00 am - 7:00 pm
Saturday 10:00 am -1:00 pm

http://cedarspringslibrary.org

43 West Cherry St
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-1910
email: ced@llcoop.org

Praise the Lord at Cowboy Church
Mar. 12: 2nd Chance will be having Cowboy Church on 
Sunday, March 12th at 6 pm. It will be at 2nd Chance School 
at 810 – 17 Mile Rd. Cedar Springs (corner of 17 Mile and 
Olin Lakes Rd). The message and music will be shared 
by the group, Gospel Jamboree. Invite your family and 
friends. Cowboy Church will be every 2nd and 4th Sunday of 
the month. Each service will have different people sharing 
God’s word and music. Cowboy Church will introduce you 
to 2nd Chance and its vision. The school is in the building 
stage, which when completed, will teach troubled teens 
through God and the horse. If you have questions, call 616-
293-2150. See you there! #10p

Michigan Reads: Bubble Gum, Bubble 
Gum
Mar. 15,16: Celebrate the 2017 Michigan Reads book, 
Bubble Gum, Bubble Gum by Lisa Wheeler, with crafts and 
activities. For ages 6 and younger. Wednesday, March 15th 
at 10 am and Thursday, March 16th at 6:30 pm at the Spencer 
Township KDL Branch, 14960 Meddler Ave., Gowen. #10

Lions Club Pancake Breakfast
Mar. 18: The Cedar Springs Lions Club’s Pancake Breakfast 
will be held this Saturday, March 18th from 7 – 11 am at 
the Cedar Springs United Methodist Church, on the corner 

of Main and Church. Adults $8 and Family $25. Pancakes, 
eggs, bacon, sausage, hash browns, juice, coffee. All you 
can eat. The last planned date is April 16th. Proceeds to 
assist sight conservation. #10

Register Now For Free Hunter Education
Mar. 21: To register for firearm Hunter Safety Classes  at 
the Red Flannel Rod & Gun Club, call Jim Pope at 231-
834-5545 after 6 pm. Classes at the Club, 7463 18 Mile Rd. 
Cedar Springs, will be Tuesday, March 21st, from 6-9 pm,  
Thursday, March 23rd  from 6-9pm,  Saturday, March 25th, 
from 8 am-4 pm. Class size limited to 50 students. #9,10p

MCC hosts its annual Chicago trip
Mar. 25: Montcalm Community College offers a March 
25th bus trip to Chicago. Registration for MCC students is 
$24.20, which includes a $2.20 service fee, and it is $45.30 
for non-students, which includes a $3.30 service fee. The 
ticket covers the cost of transportation, and participants 
must pay for their food and for their entry fees to attractions. 
Participants have time to visit one or two attractions during 
the trip. Available attractions include the Adler Planetarium, 
the Art Institute of Chicago, the Field Museum of Natural 
History, the Museum of Science & Industry and Shedd 
Aquarium. The bus leaves MCC’s Sidney campus at 6:45 
a.m., picks up passengers at the Greenville Wal-Mart 
parking lot at 7:15 a.m. and returns to MCC at 10:30 p.m. 
To register, visit www.eventbrite.com/e/chicago-trip-
tickets-28891469162. The deadline to register is March 
23rd at noon. Children ages 12 to 17 may attend with an 
adult. Children younger than 12 are not permitted to attend. 
For more information, email karen.maxfield@montcalm.
edu or call (989) 328-2111, Ext. 334. #10

HCNC Spring Break Camp
Apr.3-7: We’re looking forward to another week of Spring 
Break Camp at Howard Christensen Nature Center! Each 
day will have a new theme while we cover team building, 
archery, animals from water and land, and a whole lot of 
fun games! April 3rd - 7th from 10 am to 2 pm. Pack a lunch 
(except for Friday’s Pizza Party), dress for the weather and 
don’t miss out! $40 per student, Members $30. Register 
online at www.HowardChristensen.org today! The center is 
located at 16160 Red Pine Dr., Kent City. 616-675-3158. 
#10

AnsweRs - on page 13

Pretend Matrimony
On a long train trip where bunk beds were provided 

to passengers, a man and a woman were to sleep in a 
birth with two beds, one on top and one on the bottom. 
The man asked the woman which bunk she prefered and 
she said she would be fine with the bottom bunk. So he 
took the top. After that, they proceeded to go to sleep. A 
moment later, the man said to the woman, “Could I ask 
you a favor and get me a blanket?”

The woman said, “Well, would you mind if I pretend-
ed we were married?”

A little confused, but intrigued, the man replied, 
“Sure!”

To this the woman replied, “Get your own */*%# 
blanket!”

HHometown
Happenings



Reviewed by Tom noreen
 
 We attended the open-

ing night performance of 
the Cedar Springs High 
School’s production of Dis-
ney’s High School Musical 
on February 9. Each year 
when I write a review of the 
High School’s musical I say 
it is better than last year’s. I 
will say the same this year.

 Director Rebecca Casa-
vant did an excellent job of 
casting. Every actor, wheth-
er first-timers or veterans, 
embraced their part and per-
formed it with gusto. The 
non-verbals are so import-
ant to give life to the part 
and then to the overall expe-
rience. These students did a 
fantastic job as you watched 
them live out their roles. 

This production had more 
dance numbers than any 
that I remember. Liz Brad-
ford’s choreography added 
so much to the overall per-
formance. I am sure she had 
kids out there that had never 
danced a step in their life 
dancing their heart out.

 The musical was done to 
a CD and thus no musical 
conductor was there that 
could help when someone 
missed a cue or got out of 
sync with the music. Mu-
sical Director Linda Janik 

had them singing like pros. 
The actors had to know the 
music well to be ready to 
jump into a song without 
direction.

 Layered onto this is the 
technical side of lights, 
sound, and stage. This too 
was done well. If you can’t 
hear or the lights don’t 
work, it takes away from the 
performance.

Now what is so amaz-
ing for any musical is the 
integration of these four 
elements: the acting, the 
singing, the dance and the 
technical. This was done 
so well and made it such a 
great experience.

Back to the actors: Nicole 

Von Seggern and Thomas 
Metiva as thespians Sharpay 
and Ryan Evans were super. 
They had their roles nailed 
tight as did Ethan Ream and 
Gabriella Montez as jock 
Troy Bolton and brainiac 
Leslie Hansen. Kaylee Ten-
nant portrayed Kelsi Neil-
son, a fledging student play-
wright whose musical was 
the focus of the conflict be-
tween the Evans’ and Bolton 
and Hansen, not to mention 
it pitted Drama Teacher, 
Ms. Darbus, against Coach 
Bolton for the talents of 
Tray. They were played by 
Alice Casavant and Austin 
Nielsen respectively. As the 
musical unfolded, each of 

these roles evolved and the 
actors had to change to per-
sonify their new personality. 
Along with the leads, each 
of the supporting actors was 
just as believable and pas-
sionate. 

 I’ve seen the stage pro-
duction at least two other 
times. Once in Belgium by 
the American High School 
and at the Civic in Grand 
Rapids and this one wins 
hands down. 

 None of this would be 
possible without the support 
of the school board, staff, 
faculty and parents. I want 
to commend them for mak-
ing it possible.
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Arts/entertAinment

Directory

heAlth & wellness

Benefit BBQ Dinner 
For Ricker Family

March 25th, 2017 3pm - 7pm @
The Peppermill Grill

8 South Squires St., Rockford, MI

Come support the two Ricker Brothers as they fight 
two seperate types of cancer. 

$10 
a plate

will get you a pulled pork bbq or two hot dogs 
with homemade macaroni and cheese, baked 
beans and a beverage. (carry out is also welcomed)

100% of proceeds will go to the Ricker Family. 
T-shirts and wrist bands will 
also be available to purchase. 

Raffle Tickets for 
Basket Drawings

 

For more informaon or for applicaon, 
contact Rockford Chamber of Commerce 

(616) 866-2000 or go to 
www.rockfordmichamber.com 

 
A HUGE thank you to Gold Chamber Champions: 

Byrne Electrical Specialists, Inc. ~  Wolverine Worldwide, Inc 

Saturday 
March 18, 2017 

 















       










Fundraisers for Rickers 
and Emma Orr

See scheduled fundraisers below for children in our com-
munity suffering with cancer: teen brothers Brison and 
Preston Ricker, and second grader Emma Orr. Brison was 
diagnosed a year ago with an inoperable brain tumor called 
DIPG, and his brother Preston was diagnosed with thyroid 
cancer in December. Emma was diagnosed with neuroblas-
toma in the fall of 2015, and relapsed six months later. 

Rickerstrong can drive
March 13: Rickerstrong can drive will be held Monday, 

March 13, at 5:30 p.m. at Meijer in Cedar Springs. It was re-
scheduled from Monday, March 6, due to the power outage.

25 cent event for Emma Orr
March 24: Come join the Beach elementary PTO in a 

fun night of shopping to help one of our students battling 
cancer for the second time. Booths will be set up with local 
direct sales consultants. Two raffle prizes will be available 
from each booth, each valued at a minimum of $25. Pur-
chase 25-cent raffle tickets throughout the event and drop 
your tickets into the cup next to the raffle prize you wish 
to win. To make it even better, for every $10 spent at the 
booths, you will earn Golden Tickets. Golden Tickets get 
placed into a separate raffle drawing. One lucky winner 
will be announced at the end of the event. That lucky win-
ner will receive a raffle prize valued at a minimum of $25 
from EACH of the booths present. WOW! There will also 
be a custom Fight for Emma “No one fights alone” bracelet 
at the Plunder Design booth. Be sure to check that out.

Benefit BBQ dinner for Ricker family
March 25: Come out to the Peppermill Grill, 8 South 

Squires St., in Rockford, from 3-7 p.m. to support the Ricker 
brothers as they fight two separate cancers. $10 a plate will 
get you either a pulled pork BBQ or two hot dogs with home-
made macaroni and cheese, baked beans and a beverage. All 
of the proceeds will go to the Ricker family! Carry out is also 
welcomed. T-shirts and wrist bands will be available for pur-
chase. There will also be raffle tickets for basket drawings.

High School Musical

photo by Morgan Bennett
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Switch to DIRECTV and lock in your 
TV price at $50/month for 2 years when 

you have AT&T Wireless!

INCLUDES:
SELECT™ All-Included Package – 
Over 145 Channels
Monthly fees for a Genie ® HD DVR 
and 3 add’l receivers

PLUS:

‡

$5000SAVE
over 

40%̂ MO.
plus taxes

for 24 months
w/24-mo. TV agmt & 

qualifying AT&T Wireless*

CALL NOW and ask about Next Day Installation.

IVS 877-418-4050
Reqs AT&T postpaid svc on elig. plan (excl. Lifeline & Residential Wireless) on a smartphone or phone (excl. Wireless Home Phone). Svcs: Svc addresses must match. To be elig. for 2nd-yr price guarantee 
both services must remain active & in good standing during 2nd year. Price Guarantee: TV pkg only. After 24 mos. Or loss of eligibility, then-prevailing monthly rate for All-Included TV Pkg applies, unless 
customer calls to cancel/change service prior to the end of 24 mos. Price excludes taxes, equipment upgrades/add-ons and other chrgs. Some offers may not be available through all channels and in 
select areas. See att.com/directv. DIRECTV SVC TERMS: Subject to Equipment Lease & Customer Agreements. Must maintain a min. base TV pkg of $29.99/mo. Add’l Fees & Terms: $19.95 Handling & 
Delivery fee may apply. Programming, pricing, terms and conditions subject to change at any time. Visit directv.com/legal or call for details. PREMIUM MOVIES OFFER: After 3 mos., then-prevailing rate 
for all four (4) premium movie pkgs applies (currently $53.99/mo.) unless canceled or changed by customer prior to end of the promotional period. Expires 4/21/17.

High-Speed Internet provider varies by market.

DIRECTV

SUPERFAST

INTERNET

ASK ABOUT

OUR NATIONWIDE

BUNDLING!

Red Hawk bowlers finish at State

CS Youth wrestlers medal at Northview

The Cedar Springs girls and boys bowling teams finished third at regionals and went on to state. Sophomore Sarah Galloway qualified for individual bowlers at state. 
Here she is shown with one of her coaches, dave arbanas.

The Cedar 
Springs boys 
and girls bowl-
ing teams placed 
third at regionals 
on February 24, 
which qualified 
them for state. 
Sophomore Sarah 
Galloway bowled 
her high school 
high game of 
235 at regionals, 
which helped her 
finished fourth in 
individuals and 
qualified her for 
individual compe-
tition at the state 
finals.

Freshman Kate-
lyn Paige bowled 
her high school 
high of 191 and 
sophomore Mi-
chayla Paige 
bowled her high school high of 194 at regionals.

On March 3, the teams traveled to Canton for state. After 
a very hard effort both the boys and the girls teams were 
eliminated in the first round at state, as was Sarah Galloway 

in the individuals.
Congratulations to the bowling teams on a great year!

By Jacquie Troupe

Cedar Springs Youth 
Wrestling Club took 22 
wrestlers to the Northview 
Open & Novice Tournament 
Sunday, March 5, 2017. 
Nine medaled, and they fin-
ished the day 46-35, com-
peting against 633 wrestlers 
on 77 teams. CSYWC came 
in 6th with over all pins 
with 19 in 30:33, and 6th in 

match points with 294. 
“As the season winds 

down, the competition gets 
tougher,” said Coach Bry-
an Goike. “Everyone has 
honed their skills, they are 
getting ready to compete 
in Regionals and State in a 
few weeks. This is the time 
where competition is seri-
ous on the mat and to work 
harder than you ever have at 
practice to prove to yourself 

that your dedication to this 
sport is worth it.”

Deegan Pike came in 11th 
out of 655 wrestlers in num-
ber of pins in shortest com-
bined time with 4 in 5:22. 
He also had the fastest pin 
for the team with :18! Da-
kota Winchel was 13th with 
4 in 6:16 and tied for second 
fastest pin with :24, along 
with Jayce Karafa. Brand-

WMP at Northview, Three 
Rivers and Shepherd

West Michigan pursuit Champion drew Moro in the 7/8 age group, 58 lb wt class. Photo by B. Chong.

By Barbra Chong

West Michigan Pursuit split up last week-
end and entered to compete in three differ-
ent tournaments. 

Chayson Eberspeaker traveled to the 
Three Rivers tournament. Eberspeaker en-
tered the 7/8 age group in the 67 lb wt class 
and took home the Championship title. 

Kellen Weckesser traveled to the Shep-
herd tournament. Weckesser entered the 7/8 
age group in the 55 lb wt class and finished 
2nd Place.

WMP had 16 enter the Northview tourna-
ment and 13 place in the top 4. 80 lb Blake 
Hammer, 11/12 Novice age group finished 
2nd Place. 65/70 lb Landon Demorest, 

11/12 age group, finished 3rd Place. 52 
lb Kaleb Pautke, 7/8 age group and 55 lb 
Aaiden Vasquez, 7/8 age group finished in 
2nd Place. 

Champions of the day were 64 lb Quint-
en Cassiday, 7/8 age group; 65/70 lb Carter 
Castillo, 11/12 age group; 63 lb Luke Egan, 
9/10 age group; 58 lb Drew Moro, 7/8 age 
group; 80 lb Blake Peasley, 9/10 age group; 
61 lb Selina Stalker, 4/6 age group; 138 lb 
Ahmad Starr, High School division, 55/59 
lb Josh Vasquez, 9/10 age group and 46 lb 
Blake Werkema, 4/6 age group. 

“These kids are peaking at the right time. 
I am excited to see how they all finish at Re-
gionals in a few weeks,” said Head Coach 
Dave Andrus.

teammates Carter Falan and Logan troupe battling it out for 1st place in the 105lb class. 

Photo by J. Troupe
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Minimum term required. Monthly service and early termination fees apply. 
Usage is subject to a Fair Access Policy. Actual speeds may vary. Speed and 
uninterrupted use of service are not guaranteed. Visit 
www.legal.HughesNet.com for details. HughesNet is a registered trademark 
of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar company.*Free standard 
installation applies to new Lease subscribers only. Not valid with Purchase 
option. Limited-time offer.

High-Speed Performance

Available Anywhere

No Phone Line Required

FREE Standard Installation*

Speeds up to 15mbps

Packages Starting at $59.99/mo

WHY HUGHESNET?

SIGN UP TODAY FOR
INSTANT SAVINGS

1-800-303-3817

HIGH-SPEED INTERNET
AVAILABLE ANYWHERE

 
 
 
Our congratulations to Cedar Springs Senior #19 Jessica Plowman, who signed with Davenport 
University’s ACHA Division 1 Women’s Ice Hockey team on February 11th, 2017 for the 
upcoming season. Jessica is currently playing for the U19 Grand Rapids Griffins Girls Travel Ice 
Hockey Team.  She was voted by her teammates to be their Team Captain for the 2016-2017 
season. Jessica has played at the U19 level for the past 3 out of 4 years with GRAHA, (The 
Grand Rapids Amateur Hockey Association).  Prior to that, she played roller hockey for 4-5 
years. Jessica’s love for this sport has far superseded all others. Jessica played travel soccer 
for three years, four years of basketball (including travel), nine years of dance, two years of 
tennis, etc… and ultimately gave it all up for her love of ice hockey.  Jessica has played both 
defense, offense and center; as she is truly a team player and willing to step in wherever 
needed. While at Davenport, Jessica will be pursuing a bachelor's degree in Health Information 
Management, and go on to possibly become a cardiothoracic surgeon. She is excited to 
continue her education and hockey career at Davenport and is thankful for the support of her 
family and friends. 

Varsity wrestlers medal at State Finals Plowman to 
play ice hockey 
for Davenport

Sophomore Lucas Pienton finished third in the state in the 145lb weight class. 

Senior Patrick Depiazza finished second in the state in the heavyweight division at the Palace at Auburn 
Hills.

Sophomore Ryan Ringler finished third in the state in the 171lb weight class. He also earned his 100th 
career win at state.

By Barbra Chong

Last weekend the Varsity 
Red Hawks traveled to the 
Palace of Auburn Hills for 
the 2017 High School State 
Finals. Four individuals en-
tered the three-day competi-
tion and three finished in the 
top 3. 

Senior Jordan Ringler 
entered the 135 lb weight 
class. Jordan’s first oppo-
nent was Erik Taylor of 
Stevensville Lakeshore and 
he secured a win, 6-1. Next 
up was Josh Edmond of Or-

chard Lake and that ended 
with a loss, 3-4. His final 
match was Ricky Jefferson 
of Allegan, and unfortunate-
ly ended with a loss, 5-7. 
Austin Boone of Lowell 
took the Championship Ti-
tle. Ringler went 1-2, end-
ing his season with a 39-10 
record. 

Sophomore Lucus Pienton 
entered the 145 lb weight 
class. Pienton started the 
competition with a loss to 
Cross Gonzalez of St. John 
in overtime, 8-10. Pienton 
rallied and defeated Loren 

Mason of Jackson NW, 11-
4; Hunter George of Eaton 
Rapids (Ranked #7), 5-4; 
Keff O’Connell of Warren 
Woods Tower, 5-0 and Jack-
son Rickman of Trenton 
(Ranked #6), 9-1. The con-
solation finals brought Pi-
enton and Dawson Blank of 
Linden (Ranked #4) togeth-
er and Pienton won, 10-8. 
Austin O’Hearon of Eaton 
Rapids took the Champi-
onship Title. Pienton went 
5-1 ending his season with 
a 38-9 Record and securing 
3rd Place on the Podium. 

Sophomore, Ryan Ringler 
entered the 171 lb weight 
class. Ringler started the 
competition against Joe 
Hess of Edwardsburg and 
secured a win, 11-4. Un-
fortunately Drake Pauwels 
of New Boston Huron de-
feated Ringler in over time, 
8-10. Ringler then rallied 
and defeated Trey Barbour 
of Warren Woods Tower, 
14-6; Gabe Larner of De-
witt, 7-4 (also claiming his 
100th Career Win to Larner) 
and Connor Charping of 
Trenton (Ranked #1), 4-3. 
The consolation finals 
brought Ringler and Pau-
wels for one more match up. 
Ringler was determined and 
claimed another win, 4-3 se-
curing his 3rd Place spot on 
the Podium. Ringler went 
5-1, ending his season with 
a 50-2 record. Nino Bas-
tianelli of Marysville took 
the Championship Title. 
Senior Patrick Depiazza en-
tered the Heavy Weight di-
vision. Depiazza started the 
competition against Marcus 
Moss of Flint Kearsley and 
won by fall, 1:04. He con-
tinued his winning streak to 
defeat Collin Lewis of Ea-
ton Rapids, by fall 1:13 and 
Joe Markham of Gaylord, 
7-0, which put him into the 
Championship Finals. The 
Finals match ended with a 
loss to Chase Beard of Al-
legan, 1-2. Depiazza went 
3-1, ending his season with 
a 47-1 record. 

Congratulations to these 
boys for making it to the 
Palace and earning the 
chance to compete at this 
venue. Cedar Springs has 
gained three more All State 
Wrestlers.

Our congratulations to Cedar Springs senior #19 Jessica 
Plowman, who signed with Davenport University’s ACHA 
Division 1 Women’s Ice Hockey team on February 11, 
2017 for the upcoming season. Jessica is currently playing 
for the U19 Grand Rapids Griffins Girls Travel Ice Hockey 
Team. She was voted by her teammates to be their Team 
Captain for the 2016-2017 season. Jessica has played at the 
U19 level for the past 3 out of 4 years with GRAHA (The 
Grand Rapids Amateur Hockey Association). Prior to that, 
she played roller hockey for 4-5 years. 

Jessica’s love for this sport has far superseded all oth-
ers. Jessica played travel soccer for three years, four years 
of basketball (including travel), nine years of dance, two 
years of tennis, and was on the Red Flannel Court for 2015-
2016. Ultimately she gave up all other sports for her love of 
ice hockey. Jessica has played defense, offense and center; 
she is truly a team player and willing to step in wherever 
needed. 

While at Davenport, Jessica will be pursuing a bachelor’s 
degree in Health Information Management, and go on to 
possibly become a cardiothoracic surgeon. She is excited 
to continue her education and hockey career at Davenport 
and is thankful for the support of her family and friends. 

Jessica is the daughter of Joe and Lisa Plowman.
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heAlth & wellness
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I took a vow . . .
To have and to hold from this day forward, for better, for 

worse.  I promised to be true in good times and in bad, in 
sickness and in health.  I will keep that promise til’ 

death do us part.

 That’s why I bought life insurance from Auto-Owners,  
to secure your future, no matter what.

Call or visit us today!

AGENCY NAME
Town Name • 555-555-5555

website

Gebhardt Insurance
Cedar Springs • 616-696-9440

www.gebhardtins.com
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Aquatic Therapy is a rehabilitation procedure done in a heated pool. 
Exercises are given by a licensed physical therapist trained in aquatic therapy
Why does is work?
• Minimizes stress to the back & weight-bearing joints
• Water resistance increases strength & core stability
• Buoyancy assists in weight support.
• Hydrostatic pressure decreases swelling & improves joint position awareness
• Water warmth assists in relaxing muscles & increases blood flow to injured areas
Who can benefit? 
People with acute/chronic pain, arthritis, joint replacements, fractures,
fibromyalgia, sports injuries, neck/back pain, stroke, sprains and strains, etc.

Select Care Physical Therapy
North End of Town (Next to Carpet Store)

7762 N. Federal Road, Howard City, MI 49329

All insurances are welcome, flexible 
payment plans for co-payments, 

deductible, private pay, etc.

We are 
OPEN 5 DAYS 

a week

231-937-8485
Fax: 231-937-9836

www.selectcarePT.com
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9am-5pm • Tues. & Thurs. 

open later to accommodate late appointments.

Dr. Scott L. Schomaker

616-696-0830
26 South Main Street | Cedar Springs

Member

American Optometric
Association & 

Michigan Optometric
Association

Accepting 
Most 

Insurances

Now acceptiNg 
the Vision insurance of the 

cedar Springs public Schools

Evening 
Appointments 

Available

Cedar Springs
Eye Care

Never sort
your pills

Your meds sorted 
and delivered
at no extra cost
to you.

Never chase
prescriptions

Always get the
help you need

Never wait at
the pharmacy

You’ll only pay your
co-pays and shipping 

is always free.

Switch to the only 
pharmacy designed 

to fi t your life:

800.870.8597

One in three Michigan adults has 
arthritis 
Statewide programs available to manage activity 

Howard Siegrist worked 
up until his most recent 
health crisis as a criminal 
defense attorney, a career 
he loved for more than 40 
years. Between hospitaliza-
tions and surgeries, it had 
been a long journey as he 
battled salivary gland can-
cer. In his hospital room, 
Howard turned to his wife 
and partner of nearly 50 
years, Carol, and said, “We 
had a good run,” after de-
ciding he would receive 
hospice care. They agreed 
he would die at home, in a 
familiar setting surrounded 
by his loved ones.

Howard’s care team from 
Hospice of Michigan went 
to work to develop a care 
plan that not only addressed 
Howard’s physical challeng-
es, but also the emotional 
needs of the entire family. 
Debbie Langer, LMSW, the 
Hospice of Michigan social 
worker, took the time to get 
to know Howard, his wife 
and four sons: Brian, Dar-
ren, Corey and Kevin who 

lived in different parts of the 
continent. Her goal: to en-
sure they didn’t feel alone, 
scared or hopeless.

Debbie encouraged the 
Siegrists to share a life re-
view, which also helped 
her get to know Howard. 
His family already knew he 
had a passion for amateur 
radio, but Debbie learned 
that Howard spent six years 
as a radio operator with the 
Michigan National Guard. 
As Howard had never re-
ceived formal recognition 
for his service, Debbie 
seized the opportunity for 
the Hospice of Michigan 
team to organize a We Hon-
or Veteran’s Pinning Cere-
mony that would create new 
memories the family could 
forever cherish.

With Carol and Darren by 
his side, Howard received 
a certificate of recognition 
along with his pin, and in 
response, offered a touching 
thank you to all the veterans 
who came before him, those 
who fought with him, and 

future veterans fighting for 
freedom. As Howard rev-
eled in the ceremony, Deb-
bie videotaped the intimate 
affair, which allowed his 
other sons the chance to ex-
perience the special moment 
even though they were miles 
away.

Appreciative of the care 
the entire hospice team 
provided, Kevin called out 
Debbie’s contributions. 
“The day before my father 
passed, we had an unforget-
table meeting. She helped 
us get ready for the final 
phase,” he said.

Debbie shared techniques 
with the family that would 
help them create peace 

during Howard’s final days. 
She explained what they 
could expect during the end-
of-life process, answering 
questions, listening to the 
family’s needs and encour-
aging them to find their in-
ner strength. This was espe-
cially meaningful for Carol 
who had never been without 
the love of her life.

“Families can be over-
whelmed during this difficult 
time. They think they have 
to go through death alone, 
but that’s not the case,” said 
Debbie. “The Siegrists were 
honest with each other about 
anticipating Howard’s loss. 
Grieving is never easy, but 
if you start communicating 

with your loved ones before 
end-of-life, it helps ease the 
pain further down the road.”

One of the principles Deb-
bie shared with the Siegrists 
was that despite keeping a 
family vigil, a loved one 
will often wait to die until 
left alone in order to spare 
the family from additional 
heartache.

Carol and Kevin spent one 
last morning with Howard 
on a beautiful warm No-
vember day. Because Deb-
bie had encouraged them 
to say “goodbye” whenever 
they left the room, they both 
did as Kevin left the house 
to run errands and Carol 
stepped into another room. 

With the sun glowing on his 
face, Howard died, protect-
ing his family to the very 
end. Knowing this could 
happen and that they liter-
ally said their final “good-
byes” provided Carol and 
Kevin with some comfort in 
the midst of their devastat-
ing loss.

Thanks to Debbie’s sup-
port and encouragement, 
along with that of his dedi-
cated care team, the Siegrists 
were able to make the most 
out of Howard’s end-of-life 
journey. Kevin remarked, 
“The exceptional care Deb-
bie provided wasn’t just for 
my father, it was for all of 
us.”

March is Social Work 
Month, celebrating Debbie 
and all the professionals 
who ensure millions of peo-
ple everyday receive com-
fort and exceptional care 
through life-limiting illness-
es and other difficult circum-
stances. Hospice of Michi-
gan employs more than 30 
social workers throughout 
the state who guide families 
in making the most of their 
time with their loved one at 
end-of-life. For more infor-
mation about HOM, please 
visit www.hom.org or call 
888-247-5701.

According to recently re-
leased estimates from the 
Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention (CDC), one 
in three Michigan adults has 
been diagnosed with arthri-
tis, putting Michigan in the 

top ten states for arthritis 
prevalence. 

Arthritis is a leading cause 
of disability and in Michi-
gan, 42 percent of residents 
with arthritis say it limits 
their ability to work while 

more than half say it limits 
their activities overall. To 
address this, the MDHHS 
is encouraging Michigan 
residents with arthritis to 
find a local free or low-cost 
program near them today to 
help manage arthritis pain 
and symptoms. 

“If you’re an adult at 
lunch with two friends, 
chances are, one of you 
may have arthritis,” said Dr. 
Eden Wells, chief medical 
executive with the Michi-
gan Department of Health 
and Human Services. “We 
know that arthritis is com-
mon and costly, but we also 
know that it can be man-
aged through physical ac-
tivity that helps reduce joint 
pain, improve function, and 
delay or prevent disability.” 

All across Michigan, 
programs exist within our 
communities that help peo-
ple with arthritis engage 
in physical activity safely. 
Community programs like 

EnhanceFitness is a group 
exercise program that helps 
people learn strategies to 
confidently manage their 
symptoms, and become 
more active, energized, and 
able to maintain their inde-
pendence. Workshops like 
Personal Action Toward 
Health help people learn 
strategies to confidently 
manage their symptoms, 
maintain an active and ful-
filling life, and feel better. 

Additionally, the National 
Arthritis Foundation offers 
an online program called 
Walk With Ease to help 
people with arthritis get 
moving, so that they can 
stay active. The program 
features online tools, re-
sources and videos, as well 
as a mobile app. 

To find an EnhanceFit-
ness program or Person-
al Action Toward Health 
workshop near you today, 
visit www.mihealthypro-
grams.org. For more in-
formation about additional 
community supports for 
those with arthritis, call 
the Michigan Arthritis Pro-
gram at 517-335-3188, or 
the Arthritis Foundation of 
Michigan at 248-649-2891, 
or visit www.michigan.gov/
arthritis. 

 

 The Meaningful impact of a social worker 
One hospice patient’s journey
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tAx time

In

NEWSPAPER 
SPACE FOR SALE
HERE

Shop LOCAL • Shop The PoST

call Today! 
616.696.3655

P   ST
The

cONNEcT WiTH 
cOMMuNiTY

Year-Round Service • Tax Planning • Out-of-State Returns • Bookkeeping • Payroll • Experienced Personnel

National Association
of Tax Professionals

Member of

EXPERT, 
AFFORDABLE  

TAX HELP

“Complex returns 
not a problem” 

Individuals • Businesses • LLCs • 
Partnerships • Corporations

OUR
LOCATION

13 Mile Rd.

12 Mile Rd.Bell
Furniture

X

No
rth

lan
d D

r.

10271 Northland Dr. 
Rockford

www.actiontaxservice.com

866-4704
Call Now for an Appointment

Over
30

Years

ACTION  
TAX SERVICE

PetersonTaxandAccounting.com

Peterson 
tax and Accounting

Lucinda Peterson

23 West Elm St. | Cedar Springs
• All PersonAl TAxes
• All Business TAxes 

And AccounTing
• e-file/direcT dePosiT

Phone: 616-696-5300

Walk-ins Welcome!

lucinda@PetersonTaxAcctg.com
35 Years of experience 

OBTP#B13696 ©2015 HRB Tax Group, Inc.15
-0

26
7

Our tax professionals will get you every credit and
deduction you deserve. Visit HRBLOCK.COM to
make an appointment today.
 
PUT OUR EXPERTISE TO WORK FOR YOU.

14111 White Creek Ave , 
Cedar Springs, Michigan 49319
616-696-3702

SelectLocation1

Get credit for making a home energy efficient
Taxpayers who made certain energy efficient improve-

ments to their home last year may qualify for a tax credit 
this year. Here are some key facts to know about home en-
ergy tax credits:

Non-Business Energy Property Credit
Part of this credit is worth 10 percent of the cost of certain 

qualified energy-saving items added to a taxpayer’s main 
home last year. Qualified improvements include adding in-
sulation, energy-efficient exterior windows and doors, and 
certain roofs. Do not include the cost to install these items.

The other part of the credit is not a percentage of the cost. 
It includes the installation costs of certain high-efficiency 
heating and air-conditioning systems, high-efficiency wa-
ter heaters and stoves that burn biomass fuel. The credit 
amount for each type of property has a different dollar limit.

This credit has a maximum lifetime limit of $500. Tax-
payers may only use $200 of this limit for windows.

A taxpayer’s main home must be located in the U.S. to 
qualify for the credit. The non-business energy property 
credit is only available for existing homes.

Be sure to have the written certification from the manu-
facturer that their product qualifies for this tax credit. They 
usually post it on their website or include it with the prod-
uct’s packaging. Taxpayers can use this to claim the credit. 
Do not attach it to a tax return. Keep it with tax records.

Taxpayers may claim the credit on their 2016 tax return 
if they didn’t reach the lifetime limit in past years. Under 
current law, Dec. 31, 2016, was the deadline for qualifying 

improvements to the taxpayer’s main U. S. home.
Residential energy efficient property credit
This tax credit is 30 percent of the cost of alternative en-

ergy equipment installed on or in a home. This includes the 
cost of installation.

Qualified equipment includes solar hot water heaters, so-
lar electric equipment, wind turbines and fuel cell property.

There is no dollar limit on the credit for most types of 
property. If the credit is more than the tax owed, carry for-
ward the unused portion of this credit to next year’s tax 
return.

The home must be in the U.S. It does not have to be a 
taxpayer’s main home, unless the alternative energy equip-
ment is qualified fuel cell property. The residential energy 
efficient property credit is available for both existing homes 
and homes under construction.

This credit is available through 2016.
Use Form 5695, Residential Energy Credits, to claim 

these credits. For more information on this topic, refer to 
the form’s instructions. Get IRS forms anytime on IRS.gov/
forms.

Taxpayers should keep a copy of their tax return. Begin-
ning in 2017, taxpayers using a software product for the first 
time may need their Adjusted Gross Income (AGI) amount 
from their prior-year tax return to verify their identity. Tax-
payers can learn more about how to verify their identity and 
electronically sign tax returns at Validating Your Electroni-
cally Filed Tax Return.

Five tax tips on unemployment 
benefits
From IRs.gov

Taxpayers who received 
unemployment benefits 
need to remember that it 
may be taxable. Here are 
five key facts about unem-
ployment:

Unemployment is Tax-
able. Include all unem-
ployment compensation as 
income for the year. Tax-
payers should receive 
a Form 1099-G, Certain 
Government Payments, by 
Jan. 31. This form shows 
the amount received and 
the amount of any federal 
income tax withheld.

There are Different 
Types. Unemployment 
compensation includes 
amounts paid under federal 
law or state law as well as 

railroad, trade readjustment 
and airline deregulation 
laws. Even some forms of 
disability payments can 
count. For more informa-
tion, see IRS Publication 
525.

Union Benefits May be 
Taxable. Benefits received 
from regular union dues as 
income might be taxable. 
Other rules may apply if 
a taxpayer contributed to 
a special union fund and 
those contributions to the 
fund are not deductible. In 
this case, report only in-
come exceeding the amount 
of contributions made.

Tax May be With-
held. Those who receive 
unemployment can choose 
to have federal income tax 
withheld by using Form 

W-4V, Voluntary Withhold-
ing Request. Those choos-
ing not to have tax withheld 
may need to make estimat-
ed tax payments during the 
year.

Visit IRS.gov for 
Help. Taxpayers facing fi-
nancial difficulties should 
visit the IRS.gov page: 
“What Ifs” for Struggling 
Taxpayers. This page ex-
plains the tax effect of var-
ious life events such as job 
loss. For those who owe 
federal taxes and can’t pay, 
the Payments tab on IRS.
gov provides some options. 

In many cases, the IRS can 
take steps to help ease fi-
nancial burden.

Beginning in 2017, tax-
payers using a software 
product for the first time 
may need their Adjust-
ed Gross Income (AGI) 
amount from their pri-
or-year tax return to verify 
their identity. Taxpayers 
can learn more about how 
to verify their identity and 
electronically sign tax re-
turns at https://www.irs.
gov/individuals/electron-
ic-filing-pin-request.
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SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

Your original
hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

Brynadette 
Powell

Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.Brynadette.com

BUSINESS/PROFESSIONAL

Professional auto rePair
New hours: M-F 8-6 • sat. 8-4 • suN. Closed

696-8863

15670 NorthlaNd dr. 
betweeN Cedar spriNgs 

aNd saNd lake

aNy Car aNy repair
diesel - hybrid • MediuM & heavy duty • ForeigN & doMestiC

PUBLIC NOTICE
VILLAGE OF SAND LAKE

Kent County, MI
The Village of Sand Lake is seeking bids 

for Cemetery Maintenance for Fiscal 
Year April 1, 2017 to March 31, 2018.
Requires mowing and trimming of Cemetery 
on regular basis (understanding that weather

 impacts the number of times needed to
 maintain desired appearance)

 and must include spring and fall cleanup.
 

The format required for the bid is as follows:
Total cost for year if paid in 12 monthly installments.

Total cost for year if paid in two installments.
Total cost for year if paid in one installment.

Cost of burials.
Cost of cremated remains burials.
Cost of footings; per square inch.

Winter burials 
Must provide at least 3 

Cemetery Maintenance References
and provide proof of proper

 insurance coverage upon the 
Village’s acceptance of the bid.

Bids must be received by
Thursday, March 16, 2017

Village of Sand Lake
2 Maple St.

P.O. Box 139 
Sand Lake MI 49343

616-636-8854

Dated: March 9, 2017

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan

PubliC NoTiCe
March board of Review 

2017
The Nelson Township March Board of Review 
for 2017 will meet at the Nelson Township Hall 
2 Maple Street, Sand Lake Mi. 49343 on the 
following dates:

Tuesday, March 14th, 2017       3pm - 9pm
Friday, March 17th, 2017           9am - 3pm

VALUATION APPEALS CAN BE MADE BY 
APPOINTMENT OR VIA SUBMITTED WRITTEN 
PETITION.

TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT PLEASE 
CALL 616-881-4536.  APPEALS MADE BY 
PETITION MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER 
THAN FRIDAY, MARCH 10TH, 2017.

VISIT WWW.NELSONTWP.ORG TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
AND FOR INFORMATION ON OPTING OUT OF 
OUR ANNUAL SITE INSPECTIONS. 

Dated: March 2, 2017 Dave Brown
Assessor

Amanda Brown
Duty Assessor

SPENCER TOWNSHIP
PUBLIC NOTICE

MARCH BOARD OF 
REVIEW 2017

The Spencer Township March Board of Review 
for 2017 will meet at the Spencer Township Hall, 
14960 Meddler Ave. N.E., on the following date:

Tuesday, March 7, 2017 Organizational Meeting  
 3:00 p.m.

Tuesday, March 14, 2017 9:00 am to 12 noon
 1:00 pm to 4 pm

Wednesday, March 15, 2017    
 2:00 pm to 5:00 pm
 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm

Please call for an appointment to appear before 
the Board of Review at 616-984-0035 on Tuesday 
or Thursdays 8:30 am to 12:30pm and 2:00 pm to 
5:00 pm and Wednesdays 8:30 to 12 noon. Letter 
appeals are accepted. The tentative ratios and 
multipliers for 2017 are:

 Ratio Multiplier

Agricultural 47.97 1.0423
Commercial 49.33 1.0136
Industrial 49.97 1.0006
Residential 48.07 1.0401
Personal Property 50.00 1.0000

Dated: March 2, 2017 Marla M. Platt 
Assessor

Spencer Township

LegaL NOTICeS

WE INSTALL

Bassetts Towing & Auto Repair
Hours

Monday - Friday
7am-6pm

• Visa
• Mastercard
•American Express

•Clutches
•Brakes
•Oil Changes
•Foreign & Domestic

14050 Edgerton • Cedar Springs
(616) 696-3051

Shopping For Insurance? Put Your Family’s
Financial Protection First On Your List

Globe Life Has Been Serving
Families For Over 65 Years

$100,000

• Monthly Rates As Low As 
$3.49 For Adults &  
$2.17 For Children & Grandchildren

• No Medical Exam
 - Only A Few Yes/No Health Questions

• 30-Day Money-Back Guarantee

GLOBE LIFE INSURANCE
Choose $5,000, $10,000, $20,000, $30,000 Or Up To $100,000 Coverage

Join Our Family Of Satisfied Policyholders

BUY 

For FREE/No Obligation Information
Call Toll Free

800-655-5416

small ads 
make ¢ents

THiS SPOT 

ONLY $10.50 
per week*

call 616.696.3655

*price is our TFN (til further notice) 
rate - 6 month commitment required.
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Changes

MDOT
...continued from front page

SudOKu ANSWERS

According to John Richard, spokesperson for MDOT, the 
construction influence area will begin with warning signs 
on US131 two miles south of 14 Mile and continue to two 
miles north of where it crosses over White Creek Avenue. 
The influence area will also include one mile east and west 
of intersection roads and ramps.

The work will include hot mix asphalt (HMA) reconstruc-
tion and rehabilitation of three bridges, including concrete 
curb, gutter and culvert, drainage, signing and pavement 
markings.
Traffic impact

Two lanes of traffic will be maintained in each direction 
on US-131 with the use of temporary crossovers and a split-
merge traffic shift. Southbound US-131 will have a single 
lane closure while maintaining one lane of traffic for one 
week to place top course of HMA. Northbound US-131 
will have a single lane closure while maintaining one lane 
of traffic for one week to place top course of HMA.
Ramp closures

Ramp closures for ramp reconstruction will be allowed 
for a maximum of 14 calendar days per ramp. Ramps to be 
reconstructed include all 17 Mile Rd ramps, northbound 14 
Mile Rd on ramp, and southbound 14 Mile Rd off ramp.
Detours when ramps are closed:  

* 17 Mile NB US-131 off ramp: drivers will get off at 
14 Mile instead and take White Creek Ave. north.

* 17 Mile NB US-131 on ramp: Drivers will get on SB 
US-131 instead and get off at 14 Mile Rd, then back 
on to NB US-131.

* 17 Mile SB US-131 on ramp: drivers will take White 
Creek Ave to 14 Mile Rd. and get on SB US-131.

* 17 Mile SB US-131 off ramp: drivers will get off at 
14 Mile Rd and back on to NB US-131.

* 14 Mile Rd NB US-131 on ramp: drivers will take 
White Creek Ave to 17 Mile Rd. and get on NB US-
131.

* 14 Mile Rd SB US-131 off ramp: drivers will get off 
at 17 Mile Rd. and take Algoma Ave. to 14 Mile.

* When SB US-131 outside lane is under construction, 
the 17 Mile Rd off ramp, 17 Mile Rd on ramp and 
14 Mile off ramps will each be closed for 14 days. A 
pre-detour will utilize 22 Mile Rd to White Creek Ave 
to 14 Mile Rd.

* When NB US-131 outside lane is under construc-
tion, 14 Mile Rd on ramp, 17 Mile Rd off ramp and 
17 Mile on ramps will each be closed for 14 days. A 
pre-detour will utilize 14 Mile Rd to White Creek Ave 
to 22 Mile Rd. That detour could change to Algoma.

Traffic Restrictions:
* 14 Mile on ramp and 17 mile on ramp cannot be 

closed at the same time
* 17 mile on ramp and 17 mile off ramp cannot be 

closed at the same time
Shoulder closures

14 Mile Rd and 17 Mile Rd will have lane/shoulder clo-
sures but will maintain two-way traffic at all times with the 
exception for the paving of ramp terminals, when traffic 

REAL NEWS
you can believe

#shopthepost
616.696.3655

P   ST
The

N e w s p a p e r

100%
 advertiser supported

Moving?
Let us know so your 
newspaper subscription 
can move with you! 

Call Mary at 
616.696.3655 or 

email: classifieds@     
cedarspringspost.com

will be maintained using traffic regulators.
When the bridge over White Creek Avenue is being 

worked on, it will require access to the bridge from down 
below, so White Creek Ave will have one lane maintained 
for two-way traffic by utilizing a temporary signal. Bridge 
work will include substructure reinforcements, joint re-
placement on the bridge deck and painting.

Be sure to attend the meeting at the high school on March 
16 and get your questions answered.

CROSSWORd ANSWERS



DeaDLINe: 
Monday by 5:00 p.m. 

NO BILLINg - All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!
PriCing: $12.00 for first 25 words,

20¢ for each additional word (pricing includes ad placement on our website)

Call The POST 
616.696.3655

Sheeba – Female 
Feist Mix

I’m a 10 year old 
sweet little dog look-
ing for my forever 
home! I was trans-
ferred to HSWM 
from a shelter in Ten-
nessee making much of my history a mystery. I would do 
well in a relaxed home with no small children. I’m slow to 
approach, but very social once comfortable. I currently live 
with another small senior dog and we get along very well. I 
am part of the Silver Paws Society (animals ages 7 years and 
older) which means that my adoption fee is waived due to 
generous grant funding. If I sound like the right fit for your 
relaxed home please come meet me at Humane Society of 
West Michigan! 

Lilly Pad – Female Domestic 
Long Hair

I’m a beautiful 3 year old cat 
looking for my forever home.  
I’m an independent personality 
who would do best in a home 
with no children. I would need 
a family who would give me 
the time and space necessary 
to adjust to new environment. 
I am social and friendly once I 

have warmed up to my place & people! Please come meet 
me at Humane Society of West Michigan. 

Humane Society of West Michigan is open Tuesday-Friday 12-
7, Saturday & Sunday 11-4. 

Information is available at www.pawsclawsandcorks.com. 

For more information on the Humane 
Society of West Michigan, call (616) 453-
8900 or visit them at 3077 Wilson NW,  

just ½ mile north of  Three Mile Road during 
adoption hours or visit www.hswestmi.org
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616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

AUCtion

CLASSIFIEDS
ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • no Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655

P   STThe

PETS of the WEEk
Help 

WAnted ServiCeS

StorAge

THiS SPOT 

ONLY $11.25 
per week*

call 616.696.3655

*price is our TFN (til further notice) 
rate - 6 month commitment required.

salEs HElp 
WaNTEd!

The POST is in need of Sales Reps!

• Flexible Hours

• Hourly / Commission

• No Nights or Weekends

• No Long Distance Driving
Send resumes to sales@cedarspringspost.com

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

reAl eStAte
Humane Society of West Michigan’s

AFFORDABLE &
DEPENDABLE
OvER 10 yEARs OF sERvicE 

616-893-6138
• Tree Removal
• Tree Trimming
• Stump Grinding
• Lawn Maintenance
• Snow Plowing
• Sidewalk Shoveling
• De-icing

Auto life

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

Please join us

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 
616-696-1100

Watch our 
website 

for continuing 
changes

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 

notiCE: All real estate 
advertising in this newspaper 
is subject to the Federal Fair 
Housing Amendments Act and 
the Michigan Civil Rights Act, 
which make it illegal to advertise 
“any preference, limitation or 
discrimination based on race, 
color, religion, sex, national 
origin, handicap, familial 
status, age or marital status, 
or an intention to making any 
such preference, limitation or 
discrimination.” Familial Status 
includes children under the age 
of 18 living with parents or legal 
custodians, pregnant women 
and people securing custody 
of children under 18. This 
newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real 
estate, which is in violation of 
the law. To report discrimination, 
call the Fair Housing Center at 
616-451-2980. The HUD toll-
free number for the hearing 
impaired is 1-800-927-9275. 

HoMES For SaLE
1991 Schult Doublewide, 
1352 sq. ft. 3 bedroom, 2 
bath, in White Creek Coun-
try Estates, lot 60 Pecan 
Ave. Call 616-439-3065 or 
417-217-0031. #9,10p

afternoon weekday po-
sition with a great com-
pany in Cedar Springs 
(no weekends, nights or 
holidays)! Seeking a de-
tail-oriented person for a 
newly created stocking/
picking/packing position. 
Active, fast-paced posi-
tion with lots of variety in 
a nice setting. Some lifting 
is required. Email or fax a 
resume or letter to:tsre-
sumes10@gmail.com or 
616-696-7471. #10b

pM Standby driver/aM 
Substitute Bus driver for 
Kent City Schools. 2.00 hours 
per day (2:15-4:15) (standby 
rate is $13.00 per hour. If 
driving hourly rate is $16.37 to 
start/ $16.59 after probationary 
period. AM Substitute is a on 
call only. All applicants must 
pass the following; Physical, 
Criminal Background Check, 
Drug testing, Fingerprints. 
please contact Kurt Johnson 
616.299.9510 / 616.678.7641. 
#10-13b 

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

small ads 
make ¢ents
for details call

696-3655

Found: small dog. Light brown 
color, female, found 3/7/17 in 
the parking lot of St. John Paul 
II Catholic Church. Call 616-
799-3709.

animal ads
are FREE 

Our Advertisers 
Bring yOu 
local news!
100% 
AdveRtiSeR 
SuppORted

#shopthepost

in The pOsT
696-3655
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Advertise in 

Support YOUR local Newspaper

call a sales Rep Today! 616.696.3655
5,000 
printed copies 

per week!

Shop LOCAL • Shop The PoST

outdoors

outdoors

Licensed & Insured
Over 30 yrs experience

• Industrial
• Residential
• Commercial
• A/C Service
• Heating Service

616-799-5840
mikebergmanhvac@gmail.com

22577 Kimball Rd., Sand Lake, MI 49343

Call Mike for all 
your HVaC needs

Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060

w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 36 years

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger steve Mueller

Ready for Spring?
The warm spell in Febru-

ary was a big tease. It forced 
me into action. I pruned some 
low branches along trails 
at Ody Brook that I knew 
would grow to interfere with 
free travel. I thought hazel-
nut shrubs would appreciate 
me clearing some shrubs and 
small trees away from them 
to provide space for growth. 

There are relatively few hazelnut shrub clumps in the na-
ture sanctuary and I want to encourage their survival. 

The landscape mound’s dead vegetation was left standing 
in fall as a place for insects, birds, and rabbits to use as shel-
ter during the winter. Usually before March ends and snow 
has melted, I rake the dead stems from the mound to allow 
unimpeded new spring growth. 

There is always something to draw one outside every day 
of the year but the extreme February warmth and sun creat-
ed an irresistible enticement. I got a jump on spring “clean-
up.” It was good exercise for my muscles with the rake 
instead of using exercise equipment. Exercise equipment 
might be better for targeting specific muscles for toning but 
somehow indoor machines leave me empty compared with 
good meaningful work in the yard. 

The benefits of work in the yard are many. It helps main-
tain appropriate living space for wild neighbors. I see ani-
mals moving about more during the warming. Two Sand-
hill Cranes flew over to increase my outside enjoyment. 
They were my first for the year. Anxious to reach breeding 
grounds, they advance north as quickly as the frozen water 
retreats. Finding remnants of corn left in fields, mice, and 
aquatic animals in open shallow water sustains them. 

Frogs were active in their nature niche during what must 
have seemed like spring’s arrival. Unfortunately, some ex-
plorers of territory do not survive the early season jaunts. I 
went to the road to remove animals killed by passing vehi-
cles. An opossum lay dead just north of the creek, where it 
tried crossing from west to east during the night. In late af-
ternoon, a wild turkey lay dead south of the driveway where 
it was not present at midday. 

For early spring color and nectar, daffodils and irises 
were planted in the gardens years ago. Already in Febru-
ary, the warmth stimulated activity. Daffodil leaves stood 
three inches tall and irises showed green to one inch above 
ground. I would not have seen their rush to grow if I did not 
do some early season gardening. I have learned from obser-
vations during previous years the new growth will survive 
the coming cold that will return. 

The warmth persisted and I cleaned the butterfly garden 
of dead leaves well before the spring equinox. I looked for 
butterfly activity in the woods and was surprised I did not 
find Mourning Cloak or Eastern Comma butterflies taking 
advantage of unseasonable sunny warm weather.

The Sugar Maple trees by the house were daily dripping 
sugar rich sap from winter wounds during the warm spell. 
Birds like chickadees and titmice carry black oil sunflower 
seeds from birdfeeder to tree branches where they peck the 
hulls to get seed meat. In the process, birds break thin bark 
on small branches. The wounds drip sap. 

Some butterflies that hibernate as adults find the wounds 
a rich source for nutrition to recharge their energy after 
months of not feeding. Though they hibernate and use little 
body fat during the cold, it must be good to wake to a ready 
source of quick sugar sap energy from bleeding wounds. 

Take the opportunity to witness spring life in your yard. 
Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be di-

rected to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.
net - Ody Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. 
Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

DNR sees increase in Master Anglers 
The Michigan Department of Natural Resources has 

announced the 2016 results from its Master Angler pro-
gram. This program, in place since 1973, recognizes 
large fish caught by recreational anglers.

This past year, 1,807 anglers representing 24 states and 
the countries of Canada and Austria submitted catches 
that were recognized as Master Angler fish. That’s an in-
crease from the 1,542 fish recognized in 2015 and nearly 
double the 987 fish recognized in 2014. Of the entries 
accepted, 1,078 were in the catch-and-keep category 
while 729 were in the catch-and-release category. A total 
of 241 anglers received certificates for fish placing in the 
top five for both categories.

Here is a breakdown of the most popular 2016 Master 
Angler entries by species:

• 201 bluegill
• 101 smallmouth bass
• 93 crappie
• 90 common carp
• 89 pumpkinseed sunfish
• 88 walleye
• 87 freshwater drum
• 75 channel catfish
• 73 rock bass
Master Angler entries for 2016 included one state re-

cord: the 9.98-pound smallmouth bass caught on the In-
dian River by Robert Bruce Kraemer of Treasure Island, 
Florida.

Submissions already are being accepted for the 2017 
Master Angler program, and will be until Jan. 10, 2018. 
To download an application, visit Michigan.gov/masterangler. Anglers are encouraged to submit their applications as they 
catch their fish and to not hold onto them until the end of the year.

Fish kills common during spring thaw

Janet Huff, of Marcellus, Michigan, shows off the 31.25-inch channel cat-
fish she caught in Devils Lake in July 2016.

The Department of Nat-
ural Resources reminds 
everyone that after the ice 
and snow cover melts on 
Michigan’s lakes this early 
spring, it may be common 
to discover dead fish or oth-
er aquatic creatures. Winter 
conditions often can cause 
fish and other creatures 
such as turtles, frogs, toads 
and crayfish to die.

“Winterkill is the most 
common type of fish kill,” 
said DNR Fisheries Di-
vision Hatchery Manager 
and fish health expert Mar-
tha Wolgamood. “As the 
season changes it can be 
common in shallow lakes, 
ponds, streams and canals. 
These kills are localized 
and typically do not affect 
the overall health of the fish 

populations or fishing qual-
ity.”

Shallow lakes with excess 
aquatic vegetation and soft 
bottoms are prone to this 
problem. Canals in urban 
areas also are quite suscep-
tible due to the large inputs 
of nutrient run-off and pol-
lution from roads and lawns 
and septic systems that flow 
into these areas, particularly 
from large storm events.

Fish and other aquatic life 
typically die in late winter, 
but may not be noticed until 
a month after the ice leaves 
the lake because the dead 
fish and other aquatic life 
temporarily are preserved 
by the cold water. Fish also 
may be affected by rapid 
changes in water tempera-
ture due to unseasonably 

warm temperatures leading 
to stress and sometimes 
mortality. This is likely 
the case with the record or 
near record temperatures 
coupled with the large rain 
events Michigan experi-
enced in February 2017.

Fish can become easily 
stressed in winter due to 
low energy reserves be-
cause feeding is at a mini-
mum in winter. They then 
are less able to handle low 
oxygen and temperatures 
swings.

Dissolved oxygen is re-
quired by fish and all other 
forms of aquatic life. Once 
daylight is greatly reduced 
by ice and snow cover, 
aquatic plants stop produc-
ing oxygen and many die. 
The bacteria that decom-

pose organic materials on 
the bottom of the lake use 
the remaining oxygen in 
the water. Once the oxy-
gen is reduced and other 
aquatic animals die and 
start decomposing, the rate 
that oxygen is used for de-
composition is additionally 
increased and dissolved ox-
ygen levels in the water de-
crease even more, leading 
to increasing winterkill.

For more information on 
fish kills in Michigan, visit 
the DNR’s website. If you 
suspect a fish kill is caused 
by non-natural causes, call 
the nearest DNR office 
or Michigan’s Pollution 
Emergency Alert System at 
1-800-292-4706.

ranger Steve Mueller
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TAX
RefundLayaway Now 

and Pay
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Tax Refund!

A Place for Mom is the nation’s largest senior living referral information service.
We do not own, operate, endorse or recommend any senior living community.

We are paid by partner communities, so our services are completely free to families.

Finding Senior Housing can be 
complex, but it doesn’t have to be.

“You can trust 
A Place for Mom 
to help you.”
– Joan Lunden

Call A Place for Mom. Our Advisors are trusted, 
local experts who can help you understand your 
options. Since 2000, we’ve helped over one 
million families fi nd senior living solutions that 
meet their unique needs.

A Free Service for Families.

Call: (888) 648-7509

I live

alonealone
One press of a button 

sends help fast, 24/7, 
even when you 

can’t reach a phone.

but I’m never alone. 
I have Life Alert.®

AS SEEN ON

TV

I liveI live

alonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealonealone
One press of a button 

but I’m never alone. 
I have Life Alert.®Life Alert.®Life Alert.

alonealonealonealone
Sa

vin
g a lif

e

fro
m a poten

tia
l c

atastr
ophe

 EV
ER

Y 10
 M

IN
UTES

!

For a FREE brochure call: 

1-800-456-6861
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