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Be safe during flood 
cleanup efforts 

Tires stolen from 
car dealership

Former nature center director charged with 
embezzlement

David Kieft. Facebook photo.

By Judy Reed

David Kieft, the former 
director of Howard Chris-
tensen Nature Center, was 
charged Wednesday with 
embezzling money from 
the center. The Michigan 
State Treasury and the 
IRS have also opened their 
own investigation into his 
financial activities while 
director there.

Kieft, of Kent City, was 
employed at the HCNC, 
located in Tyrone Town-
ship, for about four years. 
He resigned on August 28, 
2017, reportedly because 
he had opened a new busi-
ness (Ridgetown Grub, in 
Sparta) and wanted to spend 
more time there and with his 
family. Upon his resigna-
tion, one of the board mem-
bers noticed that some of 
the bills had not been paid, 

and began digging into 
all the financial activities 
of Kieft. On September 3, 
the board member called the 
Kent County Sheriff Depart-
ment to report he had em-
bezzled funds.

Kieft reportedly wrote 

himself numerous checks, 
which he made out to unreg-
istered businesses, and used 
the Nature Center Paypal 
account to purchase a multi-
tude of items for himself and 

his businesses. The inves-
tigation found a minimum 
of $4,000 to $5,000 in mis-
appropriated funds, mainly 
through the Paypal account.

The IRS and Michigan 

State Treasury investiga-
tions are separate from the 
Kent County Sheriff inves-
tigation, and more charges 
could eventually be leveled 

DiRectoR - continues on page 2 

Tires were stolen from two 
trucks at Sparta Chevrolet 
earlier this week. Photos from 
Sparta Chevrolet Facebook 
page.

What a difference a week makes. These photos show flooding behind 
the fire station and library last week from Cedar Creek, and how it 
looks this week after the water receded. post photos by J. reed.

Before

After

With many residents in 
southern Michigan begin-
ning to recover after last 
week’s heavy rain and snow 
melt caused widespread 
flooding, the Michigan 
State Police, Emergency 
Management and Home-
land Security Division 
(MSP/EMHSD) is encour-

aging Michiganders to be 
safe during cleanup efforts. 

 “As the flood waters 
recede and Michigan res-
idents begin to clean their 
homes, schools and busi-
nesses, we want everyone 
to take steps to ensure they 
stay safe,” said Capt. Chris 
A. Kelenske, deputy direc-

tor of Emergency Manage-
ment and Homeland Se-
curity and commander of 
the Michigan State Police, 
Emergency Management 
and Homeland Security 
Division (MSP/EMHSD). 
“We want everyone to be 
mindful of the dangers in-
volved with water damage 
and take the necessary pre-
cautions.” 

While the Cedar Springs 
area did not receive the 
same level of flooding as 
people near the Grand Riv-
er, these tips still apply to 
those who may have had 
flooding in their basements. 

Cleanup Safety Tips 
Residents are encouraged 

to remove flood-damaged 
items and clean basements 
safely. To stay safe when 
cleaning after a flood: 

*Prevent mold growth. 
Clean and dry out the build-
ing quickly. Open doors and 
windows. Use fans to dry 
out the building. To PRE-
VENT mold growth, clean 
wet items and surfaces with 
detergent and water. To RE-
MOVE mold growth, wear 
rubber gloves, open win-
dows and doors and clean 
with a bleach solution of 
one cup of bleach in one 
gallon of water. Throw 
away porous items (for ex-
ample, carpet and uphol-
stered furniture) that cannot 
be dried quickly. 

*Pace yourself and get 
support. Be alert to physical 

cleanup - continues on page 2 

Police are looking for 
the suspects that stole two 
sets of tires from trucks 
earlier this week at Spar-
ta Chevrolet, 8955 Sparta 
Avenue, in Sparta.

The Kent County Sher-
iff Department confirmed 
that two sets of tires were 
discovered stolen on Tues-
day morning, February 
27. Upon arrival Tuesday 
morning, employees found 
two of their midnight edi-
tion 1500 Silverados sitting 
on blocks. 

Be on the lookout for two 

sets of 265 65 r18 Goodyear 
Wrangler Duratrac tires on 
GM black wheels bolt pat-
tern 6x5.50. Police believe 
they may show up on ebay, 
Craigslist, or some other 
sale sight.

If you have any informa-
tion, please call Silent Ob-
server at 616-774-2345. 

Ranger Steve’s 
Nature Niche

OUTDOORS - page 15
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Donations help 
Fire Department
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Collision & Mechanical Centers

Greenville location: 
(616) 754-0307
Collision & Mechanical Services
12700 Old 14 Mile Rd NE | Greenville
Monday – Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

cedar SprinGS location: 
(616) 696-1830
Collision Services
13399 White Creek Ave NE | Cedar Springs
Monday – Friday: 8:00am to 5:00pm

FixinG carS. HelpinG people.

SprinG

t h e c a r c e n t e r . o r g

iS juSt around tHe 
corner Craft Beer, Wines, Sodas & Great Food

• German Tradition
• Crafted in Michigan

 Brauhaus 
     & 
  Restaurant

95 North MaiN | Cedar SpriNGS
      CSBreW.CoM | (616) 696-Beer

Beer was first 
available in 

bottles in 1850. 
It was first 
available in 

cans in 1935.

Large eagle 
spotted in Solon

Jennifer August, of Solon Township, spotted this large 
eagle near her home last weekend. 

When she first saw him, he was sitting on a top of a deer 
carcass in a field and she could tell he was a big bird. She 
later returned with her camera, and snapped a photo of him 
in a nearby tree. 

Thanks so much, Jennifer, for sending us your photos!
If you have wildlife photos you’d like to send us, please 

email them to news@cedarspringspost.com, along with 
some information about the photo. Will run as space allows.

Donations enable 
fire department 
purchase

Memorial contributions to the family of the late 
Robert Towns have made it possible for the Cedar 
Springs Fire Department to purchase something to 
help them see in smoky areas.

With the donations, the fire department was able 
to purchase a set of handheld rechargeable LED 
flashlights. The fire department has been looking at 
new and innovative equipment that will update and 
replace some of the equipment they have been using 
for many years. 

“Mr. Towns (Bob) was a member of the fire de-
partment for 51-plus years,” said Fire Chief Marty 
Fraser. “Mr. Towns will be greatly missed.”

The Cedar Springs Fire Department expressed 
their heartfelt thanks to the Towns family and friends 
for their donations on behalf of Mr. Towns.

The five flashlights seen here will help firefighters see in 
smoky areas. Courtey photo.

Smoke 
alarms 
available

The Cedar Springs Fire Department has 
free smoke alarms available for senior citi-
zens and low-income residents, thanks to a 
program through the American Red Cross. 
If you live in the City of Cedar Springs, or 
in the coverage area of the Cedar Springs 
Fire Department and need a smoke detector, 
please call the fire station at 696-1221. 

Director
...continued from front page

Cleanup
...continued from front page

on Kieft.
He was arraigned on Wednesday, February 28, in 63rd Dis-

trict Court, on one charge of embezzlement of over $1,000, 
but under $20,000, of a non-profit or charity. Bond was set 

and emotional exhaustion or strain. Set priorities for tasks 
and pace the work. Try not to work alone. Don’t get ex-
hausted. Ask your family members, friends or professionals 
for support. If needed, seek professional help. 

*Prevent musculoskeletal injuries. Use teams of two 
or more people to move bulky objects. Avoid lifting any 
material that weighs more than 50 pounds (per person). 
Wear protective gear. Wear hard hats, goggles, heavy work 
gloves and watertight boots with steel toes and insoles (not 
just steel shank). Wear earplugs or protective headphones to 
reduce risk from equipment noise. 

*Prevent carbon monoxide poisoning. Carbon monox-
ide is an odorless, colorless gas produced by many types 
of equipment and is poisonous to breathe. Do not use a 
pressure washer or generator inside your home. If your car-
bon monoxide detector sounds, leave your home immedi-
ately and call 911. Seek prompt medical attention if you 
suspect carbon monoxide poisoning and are feeling dizzy, 
light-headed or nauseated. 

Call 2-1-1 for Guidance and Assistance 
Residents who experienced personal property loss and 

need assistance should call 2-1-1, which can assist with 
looking into possible resources available from nonprofit 
and government organizations. Based on the type of assis-
tance and services needed, 2-1-1 operators can help resi-
dents acquire items such as food and water, clothes, medi-
cation, cleaning supplies and volunteer assistance. Staffed 
by trained specialists, 2-1-1 is a free community referral 
service available 24 hours a day with multilingual capabil-
ities. 

For more information about what to do before, during and 
after flooding, go to www.michigan.gov/miready or follow 
the MSP/EMHSD on Twitter at @MichEMHS. 

at $1,000 and he bonded out. His next appearance in court is 
a probable cause hearing scheduled for March 12, at 10 a.m.

Under the charge, which is a felony, he could face up to 10 
years in prison, or a fine of not more than $15,000 or three 
times the value of the money or property embezzled, which-
ever is greater, or both imprisonment and a fine.

Bruce Mayeda, President of the Board of Directors at the 
Nature Center, gave us this statement on the arrest of Kieft: 
“On behalf of Howard Christensen Nature Center, we are 
cooperating fully with the Sheriffs department, but we can-
not comment on an on going investigation of a former em-
ployee. We are open! We are under new management and 
we have some really fun events coming up. We would love 
to see you all come out and show your support. You can find 
our event schedule at our website, howardchristensen.org.”

The Nature Center is located at 16190 Red Pine Dr. Kent 
City, MI 49330. 

The Center is also looking for donors to help sustain the 
center. You can visit them online at www.howardchristensen.
org to donate.

follow us on facebook
www.facebook.com/

cedarspringspost



The Kent County Animal 
Shelter (KCAS) closed to 
the public on February 22 
and remains closed to the 
public for the time being. 
The decision was made 
after additional tests were 
consistent with the presence 
of Leptospirosis in a dog 
housed at the shelter. 

Animal Control will op-
erate as usual. Phone calls 
and emails will be returned 
as usual. For questions re-
garding pending adoptions, 
stray animals, animal sur-
render or other services 
please call (616) 632-7300. 

“The shelter is being dis-
infected for the protection 
of the other animals,” said 
Adam London, Adminis-
trative Health Officer with 
the Kent County Health De-
partment. “Thankfully, we 
do not see any symptoms 
of the illness in any of the 
other animals housed here.” 

Leptospirosis is a rare 
illness which can spread to 
other dogs if not handled 
appropriately. The disease 
is readily controlled with 
antibiotics, thorough sani-
tation, and limited exposure 
to other pets. 

It is very rare that the dis-
ease is transmitted to hu-

mans. 
The dog in this case was 

infected prior to arriving at 
KCAS. It was isolated as a 
precaution last week when 
the KCAS veterinarian be-
gan to suspect Leptospiro-
sis. At that time the dog was 
placed on the appropriate 
antibiotic and shelter staff 

immediately began to dis-
infect the shelter. The ani-
mal’s prognosis is good. 

More information about 
leptospirosis in dogs is 
available at https://www.
avma.org/public/PetCare/
Pages/Leptospirosis.aspx 
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Kent County Animal Shelter 
remains closed for new adoptions 

School board bits
By Judy Reed

The Cedar Springs 
Board of Education 

heard several presen-
tations Monday eve-

ning, February 26, and 
h e a r d from several people during the 
public comment time. We will cover a few of them here and 
continue next week.
Reading Now Network

The board heard from Dr. Barb Johnson and several 
teachers about the success of the Reading Now Network 
program and the implementation of the I-ready program. 
According to Johnson, several years ago reading scores 
in Michigan were falling. So two to three years ago, Kent 
County Superintendents looked at 14 schools that were do-
ing well in reading. They narrowed the list down to five, 
then looked for the threads that were common in all the dis-
tricts that helped them do well. They then joined with other 
districts and got a $12.5 million grant from the Michigan 
Department of Education in November. 

All the children now have chrome books and are working 
on the I-ready program. Most are required to read 45 minutes 
daily on it during the school day. And there are fun games 
to help assess how they are doing. Since using the I-ready 
program, reading scores in most all elementary grades have 
improved greatly from last fall to this January. You can 
see the entire presentation on the board meeting video at 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5ADR-JOiEwo&fea-
ture=youtu.be.
Public Comments

The board heard comments from several people Mon-
day evening. The heard first from Tami Elliston, who said 
she’s had children in CSPS for 12 years. She said she has 
waited for three long years for the board members to act 
on multiple complaints from community members, current 
and former staff members, students, and other board mem-
bers regarding Superintendent Dr. Laura VanDuyn. Elliston 
spoke about a recent issue of between the school and The 
Post regarding distribution on the school campus and the 
school page no longer appearing in the Post. (It’s now in 
the Advance.) She also mentioned that the Post binds all 
the papers into a book each year, and presents it to the Ce-
dar Springs Historical Society, and now those school pages 
will no longer be a part of Cedar Springs history.

Elliston asked why the Hilltop admin building was giv-
en a secure entrance before buildings that house students. 

She also brought up the manner in which an investigation 
against a teacher was recently conducted. She asked the 
board to remove the Superintendent before she causes any-
more damage to the community.

Teacher Virginia Valentine expressed concern about the 
lack of a Dean of Students, and there only being one princi-
pal for 1,000 students when one of the two are gone.

Katy Austin, of Solon Township asked the board to hold 
a no confidence vote on the superintendent. She reminded 
them who they work for, and 
who they serve—the public. 
She said that when Dr. Van-
Duyn was hired, she (Katy) 
was excited, but the change 
has went 180 degrees in the 
other direction. She noted 
that educators are leaving, 
and the ones that stay are 
afraid to speak up for fear 
of repercussions. “I’m here 
to give a voice to the voice-
less. There is something 
wrong and it is your job to 
make it right. It isn’t a witch 
hunt or a good old boys 
club being bitter that their 
guy didn’t get the job. It is 
me pleading with you to do 
something! Even if only 10 
percent of what I said is true 
it’s enough to finally take ac-
tion,” she said.

Band Director Adam Borst 
shared about the band trip to 
Disney World.

Sue Wolfe asked about 
what they were changing in 
the board operating proce-
dures, and asked a question 
about the data on the citizen 
survey.

You can see the entire 
board meeting video at 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=5ADR-JOiEwo& 
feature=youtu.be.

Next week: Citizen Survey

Thank you to our Advertisers for 
Keeping the post coming!

#shopthepost
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ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL
(since 1946) Non-Denominational • pentecostal Grace

180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of  Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am

Sunday Night ..... 6pm 
pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331

























Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
       10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd. 

sunday Worship: 11 aM
enhanced fitness: 10 a.m. M/W/f

866-4298 
coumc.weebly.com

Pastor: Rev. Kim DeLong

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

Cedar Springs Christian Church
SundayS: 
10:30 a.M.
MondayS:

open prayer 
7-8 pM

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

340 W. pine St.
on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180
*NOT affiliated with 

Creative Technologies 
Academy (CTA)

 
Cedar Springs United Methodist Church

140 S. Main St., PO Box K, Cedar Springs
616-696-1140  •  www.cedarspringsumc.org

Email: office@cedarspringsumc.org
Pastor Bill Johnson

Sunday Worship Service: 10:15 a.m. • Coffee Fellowship: 11:15 a.m.
Supervised Nursery Care Provided

Wednesdays: Food & Faith: 6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education

     Cedar Springs United Methodist Church    
140 S. Main St., PO Box K , Cedar Springs  

616-696-1140    www.cedarspringsumc.org  
    Email:  office@cedarspringsumc.org    

 
Pastor Jane Duffey 

  Sunday Worship Service:  10:15 a.m.     Coffee Fellowship:  11:15 a.m.  
Supervised Nursery Care Provided 

 Wednesdays: Food & Faith:  6:00pm dinner, 6:20-7:00pm Christian Education 

 East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

East Nelson Church       “Where You are Loved” 
9024—18 Mile Rd. NE 
Cedar Springs MI 49319 
616-696-0661 
 

Pastor Inge Whittemore 
Like us on Facebook 
www.eastnelsonumc.org 

Sunday 9:30 am Worship Service 
Sunday KidZone 9:45 am Ages 4 to 12 
Thursday KidzKlub 6 pm Ages 4 to 12 

Sunday School 9:30am 
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am 
Sunday Evening Worship 6pm
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm 

(Sept. - March)
Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

233 S. Main Street • 616-696-1630 • www.csfbc.com

  H I L L C R E S T   Community Church of God
TO KNOW CHRIST AND MAKE HIM KNOWN

5994 18 Mile Rd, Cedar Springs, MI  49319    616-696-9333
 Senior Pastor Kristi J. Rhodes

Worship: Sunday 10:00 am 
Nursery & Children’s Church during message
*Youth - Sunday 11:30 am-12:30 pm *Tuesday - Celebrate Recovery 6:30-8:30 pm
*Wednesday - Kidzone & Grief Share 6-7:30 pm *Thursday - Open Prayer 6-7:30 pm

Sunday Worship 9:45 AM
Christian Education Hour 11:15 AM

Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

Word of Life Clubs: Wed. 6:30 PM

Adult Bible Study and Prayer
Wednesdays 6:30 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com  
696-3560

Mary Queen of Apostles Church
Roman Catholic Faith Community
One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671

Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30 pm • Sundays at 7:30 am & 9:30 am 
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Mondays at 6:00 pm

Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY
West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.

MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

Services at Cedarfield Community Center
3592 17 Mile Rd. NE (Next to Meijer)

Phone: 696-9120 
Web: www.pioneercrc.org

Sunday Services: 10AM, 6PM

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Rockford Springs Community Church
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

Sunday WorShip 
9:30am • 5:00pm

Pastor David Vander Meer

w w w . r o c k f o r d s p r i n g s . o r g

SAND LAKE
UNITED METHODIST CHURCH

65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673
Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am 
HaLL RentaL $75.00 (no alcohol) ~

Call Barb Gould 616-636-5615

Service Time: 10 am Solon Center
Wesleyan Church
soloncenterwesleyanchurch.org

Pastor Doug DiBell
Pastor Tom Holloway, Music/Youth
15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd. 616-696-3229

Worship 11 a.m.
22 Mile Road

M-46

US-131Algoma Ave.

Solon Center Wesleyan Church

Cedar Springs

N. to Sand Lake

S. to G.R.

19 Mile Road

Pastor Doug DiBell &

org

Summer Worship - 10AM
June-AugustSenior Pastor Tom Holloway

Senior Pastor, Rev. Chadrick Brown
Solon Center Wesleyan Church

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs  Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

www.scwchurch.org 
616-696-3229

St. John Paul II Parish
A Welcoming Catholic Church

3110 17 Mile Road  |  Cedar Springs, MI  |  696-3904
Saturday Vigil Mass: 4:00pm • Sunday Mass: 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at 3:00 pm & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2-mqa.org  |  Father Lam T. Le  |  frlle@grpriests.org

west michigan
church of Chris

Meeting at the corner of Park & Elm St., Cedar Springs
Sunday Worship: 11am
Sunday Bible Class: 12:30pm
Wednesday Bible Study: 7pm 

FREE 
Correspondence 

Course 
AvAilAblE

(616) 975-2778
westmichcofc10@yahoo.com

Do you know that Saturday is the Sabbath?
To learn more about 
the Sabbath and the 
truth of the bible visit

The Church of God
Fellowship Group of Michigan

Pastor Bruce Chapman
616.636.9209 www.cogfgomi.org

your church here!
Call The POST for details 616.696.3655

Advertise

ChurchDirectory
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THEODORE ADAM HILL
Adam and Amber Hill of Sand Lake are 
proud to announce Theodore Adam Hill has 
arrived. He was born February 21, 2018 at 8 
pounds and 21 inches. 
Grandparents are Bruce and Debbra Hill 
of Sand Lake and Doug and Char Allen of 
Rockford.

In Loving Memory
CLYDE MENEFEE

October 6, 1953 – March 2, 2014

Four years ago we lost our father, grandpa, 
husband, brother. I still remember the good 
times we had, like collecting coins, talking 
about stocks and bonds for hours and also 
listening to you talk about the three digit 
winning Lotto numbers. We miss you 
dearly.

Love,
Luanne, Christine, Daniel, 

Dennis, Abbie, Emilee, Jeremy, 
Ryan, Mikala, Daniel Jr., Schorian, 

Tyanna, Layla, Aiden

In Loving Memory
MICHAEL ALLEN COOK
In loving memory of Michael Allen Cook 
who died two years ago February 29, 2016.

Sadly missed by
 wife, children and friends.

JOHN EDWARD HULL
John Edward Hull age 57 of Ensley Township 
passed away Saturday, February 24, 2018 at his 
home after a brief battle with cancer. John was 
born in Grand Rapids on January 8, 1961 to 
Dwight and Marian (Roosien) Hull. John grew 
up in Wyoming, Michigan, graduated from 
Godwin Heights High School, and moved to 
Sand Lake. John loved his children and his 
dogs. He also enjoyed sports especially the 
Tigers, U of M, and wrestling. John is survived 
by his children Kirk Jon Hull and Monica 
Rae Hull; father, Dwight; siblings, Carol and 
Donald Dracht, James and Karen Hull, and 
Connie Beles; several aunts, uncles, cousins, 
nieces and nephews. He was preceded in death 
by his wife, Darla Rae and mother, Marian 
Noreen. The family wishes to thank Great 
Lakes Caring Hospice for their care. The family 
greeted friends Wednesday, February 28 at the 
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, Cedar 
Springs with the funeral service following. 
Pastor Jeff Wallace of Pierson Bible Church 
officiated. Interment Crandall Cemetery. 
Memorial contributions may be made to 
Special Olympics or Great Lakes Hospice.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

He who cannot forgive 
breaks the bridge over which 

he himself must pass

For if ye forgive men their trespasses, your heavenly Father will also 
forgive you. ~ Matthew 6:14

From God’s little instruction Book- Honor Books
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Bliss-Witters & Pike
Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and 
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel 
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland 
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days 
a week.

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410

Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant
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BARBARA JEAN 
HARTLINE

NANCY J. SEE KENNETH R. BAILEY

Kenneth R. “Bud” Bailey age 76 passed 
away Tuesday, February 27, 2018 
surrounded by his family at Green Acres of 
Cedar Springs. He was born in Escanaba, 
Michigan on January 23, 1942 to Kenneth 
and Joyce (Krouth) Bailey. He worked 
as an accountant for Cedar Springs for 
20 years and also as controller at Mary 
Free Bed Hospital. He loved gardening, 
golfing, sports, especially U of M, and his 
grandchildren were the light of his life. 
He is survived by Amber (Williams) his 
wife of 54 years; daughters, Sheila (Joe) 
Wittenbach and Ann (Trever) Hall; His 
grandchildren, Evan, Josh, Cade, Alex and 
Tressa; in-laws, nieces and nephews. He 
was preceded in death by his parents; his 
son, Kenny; sister, Bonnie Morton; niece, 
Julia Morton; son-in-law, Jim Kirkwood; 
and parents-in-law, Olive & Ray Williams. 
The family will receive friends Friday from 
5-7 p.m. at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral 
Home, Cedar Springs where a memorial 
service will be held Saturday at 1:00 p.m. 
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Mary Free Bed Foundation.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

Nancy J. See age 76 of Rockford, died 
Saturday, February 24, 2018 at her home. 
Nancy was born July 3, 1941 in Grand 
Rapids, Michigan the daughter of Earl and 
Jessie (Irwin) Tyler. She was a member of 
the 40 et 8 and the Cedar Springs American 
Legion Auxiliary where she ran the bingo for 
20 years. She had a great sense of humor and 
loved living on the lake. She was a former 
Sunday School Teacher and loved Jesus, her 
family and her friends. Nancy was always 
there to help others and anyone in need. 
Surviving are her husband, James; children, 
Debi (Garrett) Hanson, Dawn (Edward) 
Smith, David Smith, Patrick (Kathy) See, 
Gerald See, Eric See; grandchildren, Nicole 
Miller, Jessica Krueger, Breanna Smith, 
Brayden Smith, Christa See, Kristen See, 
James See; 9 great-grandchildren; sister, 
Delores (George) Peterson; special cousin, 
June Force. She was preceded in death by 
her parents, grandchildren, Brendan Smith 
and Katie Grace Smith; sisters, Earlene 
Hinzman and Jackie Pena. The family will 
greet friends Thursday from 2-4 and 6-8 pm 
at the Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home, 
Cedar Springs where the service will be 
held Friday 11:00 am. Interment Elmwood 
Cemetery, Cedar Springs. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the Cedar 
Springs American Legion Auxiliary.

Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike 
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs

Barbara Jean Hartline, age 74, formerly 
of Cedar Springs, passed away Tuesday, 
February 20, 2018 at home under the loving 
care of her family, friends, and Spectrum 
Health Hospice. The daughter of Bert 
O. & Anna Marie (Petersen) Chambers, 
she was born on April 15, 1943 in Grand 
Rapids. On November 10, 1967 she married 
Alvin Henry Hartline, Jr. and together they 
raised two children. Barbara also worked 
outside the home for the State of Michigan 
as a Claims Examiner for the Michigan 
Employment Security Office for 33 years, 
retiring in 1995 with plans of traveling, trips 
to the casino and more. She loved to play in 
her garden and take care of her flowers. She 
was preceded in death by her parents, Bert & 
Ann Chambers; her husband, Alvin Hartline, 
Jr.; and a brother, John Chambers. Surviving 
are two daughters, Shelly & Matt Porter 
of Morley and Susan & Tim Cole of Sand 
Lake; her grandchildren, Jamie (Jeremy) 
Bockheim, Jessica (Cody) Balkema, Mike 
(Sabrina) Osburn, Zachary Johnson, Nick 
Terpstra, Kaitlin Rounds, Abby Cross, 
Justin (Danielle) Porter, Tara (Denis) Evans, 
and Josh (Rachael Marrion) Porter; many 
great-grandchildren; and several nieces and 
nephews. The family would like to thank 
Bonnie Magoon Miller for the care she gave 
Barbara in her home. She became a very 
special friend to Barbara. Also, to Spectrum 
Health Hospice for the care and attention 
that was given to Barbara this past year. 
Honoring her wishes, cremation has taken 
place. To send a message of sympathy to the 
family, sign Barbara’s online guest book, 
or to share a favorite memory, please visit: 
www.ChristiansenCares.com. 

Arrangements were entrusted to 
Christiansen Cremation & Funeral Care, 

Greenville.

VERITA LABELLE 
DEVRIES

Verita LaBelle DeVries passed into eternity 
and into the loving arms of Jesus on 
February 23, 2018 after 96 fruitful years 
of loving and helping here on earth. She 
was born in Eldorado, Kansas to Lewis and 
Hester (Hand) Barnum on October 5, 1921, 
the fourth of 12 children. Her spiritual gifts 
were helping and encouraging others, and 
she was good at it. She liked to smile, have 
fun and really loved children. Her hobbies 
were sewing, quilting, knitting, crocheting 
and baking. She and her husband Francis 
“Gus” loved the grandkids and spending 
time with them. She is preceded in death 
by her husband Francis “Gus” DeVries, 10 
siblings, two grandchildren and her mother 
and father. Surviving are her daughters 
Beverly & (Jerry) Schaap and Patricia 
& (Mike) Smith; 4 grandchildren Sue 
Norton, Dave & (Cyndi) Schaap, Eric & 
(Melissa) Smith and Andy Smith; 10 great-
grandchildren; 7 great-great-grandchildren 
and her sister Gloria & (Luther) Shears. 
Heaven has gained a special and wonderful 
addition to their family, but earth and her 
daughters will sadly miss her smile and 
loving arms. Dementia finally won the battle 
here on earth, but God has given her a new 
body as He promised, and a much better 
life. Visitation was held 6 to 8 p.m. Monday, 
February 26, 2018 . Funeral Services were 
held at 11 a.m. Tuesday, February 27, 2018 
at the Marshall Funeral Home, Greenville 
with members of the family meeting with 
friends and relatives from 10 a.m. till the 
service. Memorial contributions may be 
made in Verita’s name to Faith Hospice 
or Alzheimer’s. Burial will be in Altona 
Cemetery. 

Arrangements are by Marshall Funeral 
Home, Greenville, with complete obituary 

online at www.marshallfuneralhomeinc.
com where you can leave a message of 

condolence for the family.

©2017 MDHearingAid, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

“I was amazed! Sounds I hadn’t heard 
in years came back to me!”

                   — Don, January 2016

DOCTOR DESIGNED | AUDIOLOGIST TESTED | FDA REGISTERED

For Less Than  $300

ADVANCED
HEARING AID 
TECHNOLOGY

The answer:  Although tremendous strides 
have been made in Advanced Hearing Aid 
Technology, those cost reductions have not 
been passed on to you. Until now...

The MDHearingAid PRO® uses the same 
kind of Advanced Hearing Aid Technology 
incorporated into hearing aids that cost thou-
sands more at a small fraction of the price.

Over 75,000 satis� ed PRO customers agree: 
High-quality, FDA-registeredhearing aids 
don’t have to cost a fortune. The fact is, you 
don’t need to spend thousands for a medi-
cal-grade hearing aid. 

MDHearingAid PRO® gives you a sophisti-
cated high-performance hearing aid that 
works right out of the box with no time-con-
suming “adjustment” appointments. You 
can contact a hearing specialist convenient-
ly on-line or by phone — even after sale at 
no cost. No other company provides such 
extensive support. Now that you know... 
why pay more?   

Use Code  BK54
and get FREE Batteries for 1 Year 

Plus FREE Shipping

For the Lowest Price Call BATTERIES 
INCLUDED! 

READY TO USE RIGHT 
OUT OF THE BOX! 

TAKE ADVANTAGE OF OUR 
45-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL!

Hearing is believing and we invite you to try 
this nearly invisible hearing aid with no 
annoying whistling or background noise for 
yourself. If you are not completely satis� ed, 
simply return it within that time period for a 
100% refund of your purchase price.
 

Nearly Invisible

1-888-905-6620

BIG SOUND. 
TINY PRICE.

How can a hearing aid that costs 
less than $300 be every bit as good as 
one that sells for $2,000 or more?

Publish 
Your

• Birth Announcement
• Wedding Announcement
• Engagement 
• Anniversary
• Congratulations
• In Memory  
• Thank you

for only $20 
without photo
$25 with photo 

($5 per additional photo)
50 word limit 

*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject 
to additional fees by length.

*

*

in
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Arts/entertAinment
HHometown

Happenings
Hometown Happenings articles are a community service 
for	 non-profit	 agencies	 only.	 Due	 to	 popular	 demand	
for placement in this section, we can no longer run all 
articles. Deadline for articles is Monday at 5 p.m. this is 
not guaranteed space. articles will run as space allows. 
Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions may 
apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to 
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name 
and phone number for any questions we may have.

This Joke of the Week is 
brought to you by

A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

classic kelly’s

JOKE
of theWeek

Library
Directory

FX Peace
Mar. 3: Proving you care more about each other than 
winning an argument. Bring the whole family – we have 
something for everyone. Saturday, March 3rd at 3:30 pm at 
Rockford Res., 3233 – 10 Mile Rd., Rockford. Games, face 
painting, laser tag, ice cream. Remember the night – take 
a family picture in our FX photo booth. Then at 4:30 enter 
the auditorium for a show that will engage, encourage and 
entertain all ages. The FX team will teach a new character 
trait every month, that you can take and reinforce at home. 
Open to the public. All are welcome! 616-866-3377, 
rockfordres.org/fx. #8,9p

TOPS weight loss support group
Mar. 6: Take off pounds sensibly (TOPS), a non-profit 
weight loss support group for men and women, meets every 
Tuesday at the Resurrection Lutheran Church in Sand Lake. 
Your first visit is free so come check out what TOPS can 
do to help you reach your weigh loss goals! Weigh-ins 
8:15-9am, meeting starts at 9:15am. In case of inclement 
weather, meetings are cancelled if Tri-County or Cedar 
Springs schools are closed. Call Martha at 696-1039 for 
more information. #9

God’s Kitchen in Cedar Springs
Mar. 6,13,20,27: Join us for dinner every Tuesday. God’s 
Kitchen – Cedar Springs welcomes families from Northern 
Kent County and the surrounding area to a Tuesday Evening 
Meal. No charge – no registration required!  Served from 
5:30 – 6:30 pm at the St. John Paul II Parish, 3110 – 17 Mile 
Rd., Cedar Springs. For more information, call the Church 
office at 616-696-3904. #9

AYSO Soccer Registration
Mar. 10: AYSO Soccer Registration is open! $75 per player, 
financial assistance is available. Birth years 2014-1999. VIP 
(Special Needs Soccer) for all ages! $60 per player. No age 
limit. Register at www.ayso902.org. Deadline to register is 
March 10th. Questions email to aysoregion902@gmail.com. 
#8-10p

Register Now For Free Hunter Education
Mar. 20: To register for firearm Hunter Safety Classes  at 
the Red Flannel Rod & Gun Club, call Jim Pope at 231-
834-5545 after 6 pm. Classes at the Club, 7463 18 Mile Rd., 
Cedar Springs, will be Tuesday, March 20th, from 6-9 pm,  
Thursday, March 22nd from 6-9pm,  Saturday, March 24th , 
from 8 am-4 pm. #9,10b

Spring Break Camp at HCNC
Apr. 2-6: Who’s ready to have some learning fun as the 
Howard Christensen Nature Center preview is’s summer 
camp line-up in the spring? April 2-6 from 10 am to 2 pm. 
Campers will explore, explore, explore with this five-day 
extravaganza of nature, crafts, games and more. Monday 
will be all about team games and some capture the flag fun. 
Tuesday’s focus will center on archery and Native American 
crafts and games. Wednesday campers will focus their 
attention on animals and their habitats. Thursday is science 
experiment day and then, of course, survival skill Friday. 
Join Miss Jen in the outside world of Howard Christensen 
Nature Center this spring break! Cost is $40/week. 16190 
Red Pine Drive, Kent City, 616-675-3158. Pre-registration 
requested, www.howardchristensen.org. #9,10p

CSHS Class of 1973 Reunion
Aug. 18: Save the Date! The Cedar Springs High School 
Class of 1973 will hold their reunion on Saturday, August 
18th. More information TBA as details get finalized. #8,9p

Kent theatre
DIGITAL Movies at the

now Showing

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs 
www.kenttheatre.com

616-696-SHOW
7 4 6 9

showtimes:
Friday: 6:00Pm *
saturday:  3:00pm • 6:00pm *
suNday: 3:00pm • 6:00pm

*winter hours - no 9Pm shows!

march 2 • 3 • 4

Movie Tickets 

ONLY $3.00
coming soon:

march 9-11 march 16-18march 15

cs community Players

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: MARCH MADNESS
ACROSS
1. Birth-related
6. Post-U.S.S.R. acronym
9. Like white-headed eagle
13. ____ and desist
14. In the manner of, French
15. F, unit of electrical 
capacity
16. Blood line
17. Neighbor of Ger.
18. Upright
19. *San ____, 2018 Final 
Four spot
21. *NCAA’s selection day
23. Color of Scare
24. Bring home the bacon
25. ____ cry
28. ____ ex machina
30. ____ ____ the hook
35. Big-ticket ____
37. Play parts
39. Gulf of Naples resort
40. Flick part
41. Peruvian beast of burden
43. Nonfatty meat, e.g.
44. States of agitated 
irritation
46. Nucleus plus electrons
47. Montgomery of “Pretty 
Little Liars”
48. House music
50. Between ids and super-
egos
52. 100%
53. Beware of these in 
March
55. Shoshonean
57. *Winningest NCAA 
basketball coach

60. *Game tracker
64. Slight amount
65. One of a set of dice
67. Garlic unit
68. Curl one’s lip
69. South American edible 
tuber
70. Curly-leaf and Plain-
leaf ____
71. Mannequin Challenge 
state
72. Kind of nurse
73. *Jump ball, e.g.

DOWN
1. *Non-profit org.
2. Eon, alternative spelling
3. Queen of Hearts’ pastry
4. Brooke or John Jacob, of 
New York
5. Tilted
6. Head of family
7. U.N. workers’ grp.
8. Chip dip
9. Shakespeare, e.g.
10. A in A=ab
11. Like a tatting product
12. Banned insecticide
15. Tiny fox with large ears
20. Like utopia
22. Web address
24. Subjects of wills
25. *____ Four
26. Make amends
27. Indiana Jones’ find, e.g.
29. *Team with most titles
31. Samoan money
32. Phantom’s favorite 
genre?

33. Physically weak
34. *____ Four
36. Illegal kind of lab
38. Urban haze
42. Affair in Paris
45. Dee of “Twisted Sister”
49. Percy Bysshe Shelley’s 
poem
51. Book storage at a library
54. Furnish with a fund
56. “Bravo! Bravo!”
57. Lush

58. *Top seeds in each 
NCAA basketball region
59. Type of molding
60. *Advancing action
61. Caffeine tree
62. “Happily ____ after”
63. Multiple choice 
challenge
64. Recipe amt.
66. ____ Bucket Challenge

answeRs - on page 14 

NELSON TOWNSHIP/SAND LAKE BRANCH
88 Eighth St.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday: 9:30 AM – 8:00 PM
Tuesday & Saturday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Wednesday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 9:30 AM – 6:00 PM

Expiration dates
 A distraught senior citizen phoned her doctor’s office. 
“Is it true,” she wanted to know, “that the medication 

you prescribed has to be taken for the rest of my life?” 
 “Yes, I’m afraid so,” the doctor told her. 
There was silence at the other end of the phone.
“Why do you ask?” prodded the doctor.
“I’m wondering just how long I have left to live,” 

she whispered. “This prescription is marked ‘NO RE-
FILLS’.”

MON - FRI 10-6 | SATURDAY 9-12

107 N Main Street | Cedar Springs
616-696-1910
ced@llcoop.org

www.cedarspringslibrary.org
fb: cedarspringspubliclibrary

Cedar Springs 

Community Library

SPENCER TOWNSHIP BRANCH
14960 Meddler Ave.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free) 

Monday & Wednesday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 5:00 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM
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ACLU and Mackinac Center call on legislature to require a 
criminal conviction before police can keep property
Report shows forfeiture in Michigan typically involves small amounts of money, 
property taken from people never convicted of a crime

The American Civil Liberties Union of Michigan and the 
Mackinac Center for Public Policy support proposed legisla-
tion requiring that a person must first be convicted of a crime 
before having their property forfeited. The latest asset forfei-
ture report from state law enforcement agencies shows that 
more than 700 innocent people had property seized and trans-
ferred to the government. The assets typically seized were 
cars, cash and cell phones and were worth less than $500. 
“There are hundreds of people in Michigan every year who 
are never convicted of crime, but nevertheless have their 
assets forfeited to the government,” said Jarrett Skorup, 
director of marketing and strategy at the Mackinac Center. 
“That’s wrong, and Michigan should join the 14 other states 
that require the government to prove wrongdoing prior to 
civil forfeiture.”

State lawmakers require all law enforcement agencies in 
Michigan to uniformly report information regarding forfei-

tures to the Michigan State Police.  According to the latest re-
port covering most of 2016, 523 people had property forfeit-
ed to law enforcement without being charged with a crime. 
Another 196 were charged and later found innocent, but the 
government kept their property. Less than half of the 5,290 
forfeiture cases in 2016 involved people who were convicted 
of a crime with most of the rest of the cases involving people 
still going through the legal process.

“Michigan’s current forfeiture system is ripe for abuse and 
lawmakers need to protect individual’s property rights and 
strengthen due process,” said Kim Buddin-Crawford, ACLU 
of Michigan Policy Counsel. “The current system punishes 
people even when they have not committed a crime.”

The Michigan Legislature is currently considering House 
Bill 4158 sponsored by Rep. Peter Lucido, R-Shelby Town-
ship. The bill would require a criminal conviction before the 
government can take ownership of any assets worth less than 

$50,000. It makes exceptions for plea agreements, if a per-
son dies or is deported, or if assets are abandoned or owner-
ship is unknown.

The bill is currently being reviewed by the Michigan House 
Judiciary Committee. More information on the legislation, as 
well as a study on civil asset forfeiture in Michigan authored 
by policy experts from both the Mackinac Center and ACLU 
can be found at: https://mackinac.us1.list-manage.com/
track/click?u=6ea474825112d1aef8c572d68&id=84e6b-
80cfe&e=fd4d7cf1abwww.mackinac.org/forfeiture.

The Mackinac Center for Public Policy is a nonpartisan, 
free-market think tank dedicated to improving the quality 
of life for all Michigan residents. Its policy experts devel-
op solutions to state and local economic policy challenges 
based on fundamental principles of free markets, individual 
liberty, limited government and the rule of law. 

Voices / Views

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of up to 
350 words. The subject should be relevant to local 
readers, and the editor reserves the right to reject 
letters or edit for clarity, length, good taste, accu-
racy, and liability concerns. All submissions MUST 
be accompanied by full name, mailing address and 
daytime phone number. We use this information 
to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do not print 
anonymous letters, or acknowledge letters we do 
not use. Writers are limited to one letter per month. 
Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or send to 
Post Scripts, Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Ce-
dar Springs, MI 49319.

nOtICe
Post Scripts

In

NEWSPAPER 
SPACE FOR SALE
HERE

Shop LOCAL • Shop The POST

call Today! 
616.696.3655

P   ST
The

N e w s p a p e r

cONNEcT WiTH 
cOMMuNiTY

Your opinion of CSPS superintendent 

To current and previous employees at Cedar Springs 
Public Schools:

It has been said of Cedar Springs Public Schools Superin-
tendent Dr. Laura VanDuyn that “District employees have ex-
pressed their reluctance to continue working with you as you 
undermine, disparage, and bully them.” Do you find that to be 
true? Are you fearful to speak out? Or is she being targeted un-
fairly? Perhaps things are better than ever at CSPS. I want to 
know! 

I am going to collect anonymous first hand accounts of how 
the Superintendent leads and the atmosphere in the school. Also 
how it’s affecting the kids.

Please mail them without a return address to 13840 Sunset 
Shores, Cedar Springs, MI 49319 or email austingirls123@
gmail.com (You can use a new generic email—see below).

Send them whether good or bad! I mean it. I want all sides. As 
soon as possible. I’d like all answers by 3/11.

Everyone  please share this so it reaches all staff regardless of 
what your opinion is.

Just a suggestion for anyone who would like to email their 
comments: 10minutemail.com (you will be given a temporary 
e-mail address).

Thank you,
Katy Austin, Nelson Township 

Just say no to conservation and 
environmental program cuts

To the editor:

President Trump’s latest proposed cuts to conservation and 
environmental programs are even more severe than they were 
last year. 

Let your representative know your thoughts re-
garding slashing the funding for environmen-
tal protections. I hope you oppose the funding cuts.  
The President’s proposal includes a dramatic 92 percent re-
duction to the Land and Water Conservation Fund. Such an 
extreme cut would limit opportunities for all communities to 
access public lands. His proposal would also cut the Environ-
mental Protection Agency’s budget by 34 percent and would 
shrink the National Science Foundation’s budget by 30 percent. 
These are the biggest cuts proposed among all federal agen-
cies—despite the fact that Congress has already approved an 
overall higher level of spending.

Steve Mueller, Courtland Twp. 

in Cedar Springs
Run your ad here...
in your Community Newspaper

P   STThe
REAL NEWS @ 
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Brandon Sawade and Corey Bowers put in time and train-
ing over this winter and competed in the Michigan Indoor 
Track Series (MITS). Both met state qualifying standards 
to compete in the Michigan Indoor Track Series State Meet, 
which took place at Saginaw Valley State University on 
February 24 and February 25. 

Senior Brandon Sawade met state qualifying standards 
for boys’ pole vault with a height of 13’3” at Grand Valley 
State University on January 13. This 2018 trip to the state 
meet was Brandon’s second time competing at the indoor 
state meet. Brandon is a member of Landon Athletics where 
he has been practicing this dynamic and complex sport 
that requires a high level of athleticism and skill. Brandon 
placed an impressive 9th at the indoor state meet with a 
jump of 13’3” on February 24. 

Freshman Corey Bowers qualified to run in the state meet 
in the 800-meter run and the 1600-meter run. Corey ran the 
1600-meter run as participants are only able to compete in 
one individual event per MITS rules.  Coming into the race, 
Corey was one of only two freshmen in the state to qualify 
and was seeded 25th of 41 runners. Corey finished with a 
personal record and time of 4:29.83 and placed 17th overall, 
gaining eight spots. 

Congratulations to both Brandon and Corey and best of 
luck to them in their 2018 outdoor track season for Cedar 
Springs High School.
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Septic cleaning, llc

Robinson

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals

1565 Dagget Road 
Pierson

Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City 
and surrounding areas since 1979

616-636-5565
887-2060

w w w . r o b i n s o n s e p t i c . n e t

Your hometown floor-covering store
for 33 years

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive 616-866-2748

Your local floor-covering store
for 36 years

Easy Registration and more information :  

Free event for kids!   
Try Hockey for FREE! 

Saturday, March 3rd  
6:00 - 7:00 PM  

Some equipment required:  Helmet (bike helmet from home OK), Gloves 
(mittens/gloves from home recommended), Skates (available at Rink) 

Some equipment will be available for use - first come, first served!   
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Free event for kids! Try Hockey for FREE!
Saturday, March 3rd 6:00 - 7:00 PM 

Some equipment required: Helmet (bike helmet from home OK), Gloves 
(mittens/gloves from home recommended), Skates (available at Rink)

Some equipment will be available for use - first come, first served!

Girls bowling team headed to state
Two individuals also to compete at state level

The Cedar Springs girls bowling team is headed to state. Pictured L to R: Coach Tim Jackson, 
Rose Baty, Alexa Thompson, Katelyn Paige, Michayla Paige, Gabi Lamek, Sarah Galloway, 
Omani Morales, assistant coach Trevor Ruark.

Individuals headed to state competition are senior Josh Hamilton (4th), and Omani Morales, 
the top girls bowler at regionals. 

Both the Cedar Springs 
boys and girls bowling 
teams competed at region-
als in Muskegon on Friday, 
February 23, and individual 
bowlers competed on Satur-
day, February 24.

The girls team finished 
second in the region, secur-
ing a trip to state for the third 
year in a row. Mona Shores 

came in first, and Sparta placed third. 
The boys team finished fourth, be-

hind Kenowa Hills (1), Lowell (2), and 
Northview (3).

Individuals making it to state were 
sophomore Omani Morales, who fin-
ished as the top girls bowler in the 

region, with a six-game total of 1168; 
and senior Josh Hamilton, who fin-
ished fourth, with a six-game total of 
1190.

State competition for teams is in 
Canton on Friday, March 2. Individu-
als will compete on Saturday, March 3.

Freshmen girls basketball finish undefeated 
in conference

Freshmen girls basketball team wins conference.

Abby Buttermore with the ball.

The Red Hawks freshmen girls had two goals in mind 
when the season started. They wanted to win the OK White 
freshmen conference title and have fun. They did that and 
then some. The season started rough with a loss to open the 
season, but the girls quickly got things together and fin-
ished the season 16-2 over 12-0 against conference teams, 
ending the season on a 13-game win streak.  

“We had a bit of an identity crisis with six girls being 
moved up to JV and Varsity, to start the season,” Coach 
Steven Washington said. “We figured out our identity pret-
ty quick for losing so many players.”  

The teams focused on playing aggressive man to man de-
fense the full length of the floor and it paid off for them. The 

girls are an experienced athletic team led by captains Abby 
Buttermore, Gloria Alvarez and Morgan Reyers, as the pri-
mary ball handlers.  Sydney Schafer and Baylee Mosher 
provided much needed inside scoring.  

“Hailey Begeman got pulled up to JV halfway through 
the season. We were happy for her opportunity, but knew 
others needed to step up in her absence,” said Washing-
ton. Rose Pigorsh helped ease Begeman’s loss by filling 
the inside with intense defense averaging 4 blocks per 
game. The team got key back-up support from Kaleigh Hull 
and Makayla Pierce.  This season the freshmen had three 
foreign exchange students, Amanda Verella (Brazil), Alice 
Gelli(Italy), and Klaudia Kulakowska(Poland).  

Washington added, “I am extremely proud of not only the 
record but the hard work and the growth these ladies made 
this year.”  

Gloria Alvarez summed up the season when she said, 
‘This season was one where I worked my hardest to im-
prove, made great progress and had so much fun.”

sports
Two compete in 
Michigan’s indoor 
state track meet

Brandon Sawade 

 Corey Bowers



Cedar Springs Varsity 
Competitive Cheer compet-
ed in Regional competition 
at Thornapple Kellogg High 
School on Saturday, Feb 24. 
Competition was very tight 
with Cedar Springs, Ke-
nowa Hills, Mona Shores, 
Reeths Puffer and DeWitt. 

According to Cheer coach 
Anne Olszewski, they were 
going into the last round 
ahead of the Reeths Puffer 
and DeWitt, giving them an 
opportunity to advance to 
state finals. “We stunted our 
very best round 3 to date 
until the very last sequence, 
where we had a fall that 
landed us an 8-point penal-
ty and we did not advance 
by 2 points,” she explained. 
That placed them fifth.

Coach said the team was 
crushed and disappoint-
ed. “We had worked so 
hard this season and really 
wanted to advance for the 6 
seniors that will be leaving 
us at the end of this year,” 

she said. “They have been 
wonderful leaders and as-
sets to the team function as a 
whole. Four of them were in 
all three rounds.”

Seniors include Kaley 
Louck, Sophie Mihlethal-
er, Emilee Hickox, Jasmine 
Suschil, Kacie Uhall and 
Peyton Elliston. “They have 

left an incredible legacy for 
our program and the remain-
ing members are focused 
and determined to get to 
state next year,” she said. “I 
have no doubt those six girls 
will be there cheering us 
on!”

As a coach, Anne has 
come to rely on several of 

 The 2017-18 Competitive Cheer team are both conference and district champions. They placed fifth at 
regionals.

Competitive Cheer all-conference athletes this year, from L to R: Gabby 
Endres, Sophie Mihlethaler, Emily Pierson, Kaley Louck, Elayna Male. Not 
pictured: Honorable Mention Paige Pierson and Kacie Uhall.  
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• Tintable Stone Guard • All-Over Paint & Spot Repair • Glass Installed

89 N. Third Street
Sand Lake

(616) 636-5341 

Complete Collision

Free Estimates

W E L C O M I N G  N E W  PAT I E N T S !

·	 CLEANINGS
·	 COSMETIC DENTISTRY
·	 TOOTH WHITENING
·	 INVISALIGN
·	 TOOTH COLORED FILLINGS

* Contact our office to verify acceptance of your plan.

·	 IMPLANT RESTORATIONS
·	 CROWNS/BRIDGES/DENTURES
·	 ROOT CANALS
·	 EXTRACTIONS
·	 EMERGENCY SERVICE

OFFICE HOURS: 
MONDAY- THURSDAY 8AM-5PM
20 E CHURCH ST NE, CEDAR SPRINGS, MI 49319

“WE LOVE TO SEE YOU SMILE”
Dr. Andy Setaputri

WE PROVIDE COMPLETE DENTAL CARE FOR ADULTS AND KIDS. 

We accept most dental insurances including Delta Dental traditional and PPO plans.* 

616-696-9420 
www.micedardental.com

sports
Cheer team finishes fifth at regionals

CS Youth wrestlers still 
going strong

the seniors over the years. “I 
have coached 4 of them for 
the last six years.  It is go-
ing to be a completely new 
experience for me not hav-
ing Kaley, Sophie, Emilee 

and Jasmine on the mat next 
year.  This team has my 
heart. We will continue to 
succeed and love having the 
alumni come back and cheer 
us on each year!  This year 

we had 12 former cheerlead-
ers there rooting for us at 
TK. It was amazing having 
them there and meant the 
world to the team!” she said.  

By Jacquie troupe

“This week marks the 
15th week of the Youth 
wrestling season. We start-
ed out the year with 82 
wrestlers and we still have 
over 50 coming to practice 
twice a week,” said Cedar 
Springs Youth Wrestling 
coach Richard Haack. 
“We’ve had 50 percent or 
better placing at every tour-
nament, with our first year 
wrestlers holding their own 
against opponents who’ve 
competed twice as long. We 
have a tough competition 
at Northview this weekend 
and Regionals will be here 
in a week and a half. I’m 

very excited about the num-
ber of kids I see qualifying 
for State.” 

The Streeter family trav-
elled to Evart, joining 
115 other grapplers in the 
weekly North Region tour-
nament. Sierra Streeter’s 
fastest pin was 2:53 (80th), 
she scored 25 Total Match 
Points (10th) and placed 
3rd in the 2011-13 43lb 
class. Bryson Streeter’s 
fastest pin was :39 (27th), 
he scored 10TMP (50th) 
and placed 2nd in the 09-10 
52lb class. 

377 wrestlers headed to 
Traverse City to compete 
for this weeks Upper Penin-
sula shaped Greights med-

al. Four CSYWC grapplers 
competed and four brought 
home medals! Jaxon Fitz-
gerald placed 4th in the 
2011-13 61lb class. Chasyn 
Winchel placed 3rd in the 
09-10 67lb class. Jon Lib-
era placed 4th in the 09-10 
77lb class. Dakota Winchel 
placed 3rd in the 07-08 
130lb class. 

420 wrestlers compet-
ed for the top spots at The 
Trojan Battle at the Bay-
ou. CSYWC brought 26 
grapplers with 21 placing 
in the top 4. They had 26 
pins in 46:05 (3rd), 4 Techs 
in 10:31 (3rd), scored 437 
TCMP (3rd) and finished 

WMP travels around the state; 
earns 49 victories
By Barbra chong

Pictured is 70 lb Josh Vasquez, 11/12 age group Champion.

West Michi-
gan Pursuit en-
tered 18 grap-
plers to wrestle 
at individual 
t o u r n a m e n t s 
this weekend 
and 16 finished 
in the top 4. 

Two en-
tered as part 
of the Green-
ville MYWAY 
Team State 
tournament. 62 
lb Evan Andrews and 67 
lb Kamden Witte entered 
Greenville’s 6th Grade and 
Under Team. Both Andrews 
and Witte went 4-1 for the 
day earning All State recog-
nition. Their team finished 
3rd. 

85 lb Blake Peasley trav-
elled to St. Johns. Peas-

ley went undefeated and 
claimed another Champion-
ship Title. 

WMP had seven grap-
plers travel to Fruitport. 
58 lb Desmond Smith, 7/8 
age group finished 4th. 75 
lb Tyler Parmeter, 9/10 age 
group and 80/85 lb Isaiah 
Sostenes, 9/10 age group 
both finished 2nd. Cham-

pions of the day are 75 lb 
Harper Cheng, 9/10 age 
group; 71 lb Luke Egan, 
9/10 age group and 55 
lb Kaleb Pautke, 7/8 age 
group. 

The rest of the team trav-
elled to Traverse City for 
the Far North Greights tour-
nament. 85 lb Alex Buskirk, 

stRonG - continues on page 12 

victoRies - continues on page 12 
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Year-Round Service • Tax Planning • Out-of-State Returns 
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Our AlreAdy lOw Prices!
On clOseOut, discOntinued

And One-Of-A-Kind items
thrOughOut the stOre!

10-50% Off

Hours: Mon-sat 9-6 • Closed sunday
delivery & GiFt CertiFiCates available

lAyAwAy nOw 
And PAy with yOur tAx refund!

TAX Refund
SALE

Northtown Greenville • 616-754-6101
Furniture & Appliance

NORTHTOWN
Larry’s 

tAx time
Families eligible for 
homestead property 
tax credit 
Average tax credit was $521 for 2016 
tax year

Working families and individuals with a household in-
come of $50,000 or less a year may be eligible for a Home-
stead Property Tax Credit, according to the Michigan De-
partment of Treasury.

Michigan’s Homestead Property Tax Credit can help 
taxpayers if they are a qualified homeowner or renter and 
meet certain requirements. For most people, the tax credit 
is based on a comparison between property taxes and total 
household income, with homeowners paying property taxes 
directly and renters paying them indirectly with their rent.

“Homestead Property Tax Credits provide tax relief for 
Michigan’s working families and individuals,” said Deputy 
State Treasurer Glenn White, head of Treasury’s Tax Ad-
ministration Group. “These tax credits can reduce tax owed 
and may provide a refund.”

During the 2016 tax year, more than 1 million taxpayers 
claimed the Homestead Property Tax credit, totaling more 
than $532 million with an average credit at $521.

Taxpayers may claim a Homestead Property Tax Credit 
if ALL the following apply:

• Your homestead is in Michigan
• You were a resident of Michigan for at least six months 

during the year
• You own or are contracted to pay rent and occupy a 

Michigan homestead on which property taxes were 
levied

• If you own your home, your taxable value is $135,000 
or less (unless unoccupied farmland)

• Your total household resources are $50,000 or less
Taxpayers who are required to file a state income tax re-

Itemize or take standard deduction 
for tax year 2017
IRS Tax Tip 2018-28

Most taxpayers claim the 
standard deduction when 
they file their federal tax re-
turn. However, some filers 
may be able to lower their 
tax bill by itemizing when 
they file their 2017 tax re-
turn. Before choosing to 
take the standard deduction 
or itemize, it’s a good idea 
to figure deductions using 

both methods and choose 
the method with the most 
benefit. The IRS offers the 
following tips to help tax-
payers decide:

• Figure Itemized De-
ductions. Taxpayers who 
itemize basically add up the 
year’s deductible expenses 
to arrive at their total deduc-
tion. Deductions include: 

Home mortgage interest

State and local income 
taxes or sales taxes – but 
not both

Real estate and personal 
property taxes

Gifts to charities
Casualty or theft losses
Unreimbursed medical 

and employee business 
expenses above certain 
amounts

• Know the Standard 
Deduction. For taxpayers 
who don’t itemize, the stan-
dard deduction for 2017 de-
pends on their filing status:   

o Single — $6,350
Married Filing Jointly — 

$12,700
Head of Household — 

$9,350
Married Filing Separately 

— $6,350
Qualifying Widow(er) — 

$12,700
If a taxpayer is 65 or old-

er, or blind, the standard 
deduction is more, but may 
be limited if another person 
claims that taxpayer as a de-
pendent.

• Use IRS Free File. Tax-
payers who earned $66,000 
or less in 2017 qualify to use 
free, brand-name software 
to prepare and file their fed-
eral tax returns electronical-
ly. IRS Free File software 
helps taxpayers determine 
if they should itemize. Tax-
payers who can’t use Free 
File have other e-file op-
tions.

• Check the Exceptions. 
There are some situations 
where the law doesn’t allow 
people to claim the standard 
deduction. This rule applies 
to married taxpayers who 
file separate returns, and ei-
ther spouse itemizes. In this 
case, the standard deduc-
tion is zero and they should 
itemize any deductions.

• Use IRS.gov Tool. Use 

tax cReDit - continues on page 12 DeDuction - continues on page 12 



The Cedar Springs POST
2017 EastEr Coloring ContEst

Entry Form
DEaDlinE: 5pm on monDay, march 26, 2018

rulEs: 
1.  Only one entry per child. 
2.  Only one winner will be drawn from finalists.
3.  We are not responsible for lost mail. 
4.  All entries must be at our office by March 26th by 5pm. 
5. Use only crayons, markers or colored pencils. No paint, glitter, 

stickers, etc.

Winners will be announced in the March 29th edition of The Cedar 
Springs Post. So hurry, all entries have to be at The Post by Monday, 
March 26 by 5:00 p.m. 
Please deliver entries to: 
36 E. Maple St., Cedar Springs.
Or mail to: Easter Coloring Contest
P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Name: ______________________________________

Address: ____________________________________

___________________________________________

Phone: _____________________Age: _____________

hey kids, 
Would you like to win an awesome Easter Basket? It’s time for our annual Easter Coloring Contest and your chance to win!  
Please color the picture above with crayons, markers or colored pencils. Our judges will choose 3 winners from three age groups: 4-5 years; 6-7 years; 

and 8-10 years. 
Good Luck and remember to be creative but follow the rules!

Drop off at The Cedar Springs POST
36 E. Maple St., Cedar Springs

Mail to: Easter Coloring Contest
P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

EastEr Coloring ContEst 2018
The Cedar Springs POST newspaper
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BuSINESS / 
PROFESSIONAlS

Absolute Heating 
& Ventilation LLC

2011 

For FREE Estimates 
call 616-866-5096

Dealer of the year

636-5524

EXCAVATING, INC.

LICENSED & INSURED
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL

SCREENED TOPSOIL
GRAVEL • SAND

RECYCLED CONCRETE

Screened TopSoil
gravel • Sand

recycled concreTe
Licensed & insured

commerciaL & residentiaL

636-5524
www.deanexcavating.com

(616) 439-3400
North End Tire & Auto

3565 17 Mile Rd
Cedar Springs

• Associate Broker
• Notary Public

Arthur K. Eggerding 
Realtor, Inc.
616-453-7655

Brynadette 
Powell

Cell: 616-835-2624
Brynadette@grar.com
www.Brynadette.com Your original

hometown florist

“Look for the green canopy
& bright yellow doors”

866-0990 17 N. Main St.

FLOWER SHOP
AND GIFTS

FLORIST

“Look for the striped canopy
& bright yellow doors”

“Look for our specials 
on Facebook.”

SCHULTZ SEPTIC
"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential  •Commercial
Our low rates are worth
 the call!  -  696-9570

$5 WALK-IN NAIL TRIMS

616.696.3900
Sat. 9:30am-1pm

7pm

Lori Visser
www.GlobeSpinnerTravel.com
email: LVisser@CruisePlanners.com

616.263.1777

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan

PubliC NoTiCe
March board of Review 

2018
 
The Nelson Township March Board of Review for 
2018 will meet at the Nelson Township Hall
2 Maple Street, Sand Lake Mi. 49343 on the 
following dates:
 
Wednesday, March 14th, 2018       3pm - 9pm
Thursday, March 15th, 2018           9am - 3pm

 
VALUATION APPEALS CAN BE MADE BY 
APPOINTMENT OR VIA SUBMITTED WRITTEN 
PETITION.

TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT PLEASE 
CALL 616-881-4536.  APPEALS MADE BY 
PETITION MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER 
THAN FRIDAY, MARCH 9TH, 2018.

VISIT WWW.NELSONTWP.ORG TO FIND OUT 
MORE ABOUT THE ASSESSMENT PROCESS 
AND FOR INFORMATION ON OPTING OUT OF 
OUR ANNUAL SITE INSPECTIONS. 
 
Dated: March 1, 2018 Dave Brown

Assessor
Amanda Brown
Duty Assessor

 

Township 
of Nelson
County of Kent, 

Michigan

PUBLIC NOTICE 
NOTICE OF BUDGET 

HEARING
The Nelson Township Board will hold a public 
hearing on the proposed township budgets for 
the fiscal year 2018-2019 at the Township Hall at 
2 Maple St., Sand Lake MI, 49343 on Tuesday, 
March 13, 2018 at 7:00 p.m. A copy of the budgets 
will be available for public inspection prior to the 
hearing in the township office beginning March 1, 
2018 from 9am to 3pm Monday through Thursday.

The property tax millage rate proposed to be 
levied to  support the proposed budget will 
be subject of the hearing.

This notice is posted in compliance with PA267 of 
1976 as amended (Opening Meeting Act), MCLA 
41.72a (2) (3) and the Americans with Disabilities 
(ADA).

This notice is given by order of the Nelson 
Township Board.

Dated:  March 1, 2018  Laura Hoffman
Nelson Township Clerk

legal 
nOtICes

the Interactive Tax Assistant on IRS.gov. There are several 
tools that can help people determine whether to itemize or 
take the standard deduction.  

• File the Right Forms. For taxpayers to itemize their de-
ductions, they must file Form 1040 and Schedule A, Item-
ized Deductions. Filers can take the standard deduction on 
Forms 1040, 1040A or 1040EZ.

More Information:
Publication 501, Exemptions, Standard Deduction, and 

Filing Information
Publication 17
Taxpayer Bill of Rights: #3, The Right to Pay No More 

than the Correct Amount of Tax

Deduction
...continued from page 10

Tax credit
...continued from page 10
turn should claim the Homestead Property Tax Credit with 
their return. Taxpayers may file a Homestead Property Tax 
Credit claim by itself.

To learn more about the Homestead Property Tax Credit, 
the forms required to obtain the credit or state income taxes, 
go to www.michigan.gov/incometax and click on “Credits 
and Exemptions” at the bottom of the page. 

the day 58W-34L (15th).  
In the 2011-13 age group Brycen Alber had a pin in 2:55 

and placed 2nd in the 43lb class. Karsen Roelofs had 4 
pins in 8:35 (5th), scored 35 TMP (17th) and placed 3rd in 
the 46lb class. Dillon VanDyke scored 32 TMP (21st) and 
placed 2nd in the 55lb class. 

In the 2009-10 Novice age group Tucker Dines had the 
overall fastest Tech with :46 (1st), his fastest pin was :45 
(84th), he scored 30 TMP (36th) and placed 1st in the 55lb 
class. Zac Vu placed 3rd in the 97lb class. In the Open di-
vision Caleigh Wood placed 2nd in the 55lb class. Tucker 
Crystal scored 24 TMP (80th) and placed 1st in the 58lb 
class. Cade Troupe scored 14 TMP and placed 3rd in the 
58lb class. 

In the 07/08 Novice Division Deegan Pike had 2 Techs 
in 7:08 (3rd) and his fastest was 3:15 (31st). He scored 55 
TMP (2nd) and placed 1st in the 67lb class. Kaiden Dreyer 
had 3 pins 5:59 (23rd), his fastest pin was :50 (94th) and he 
placed 1st in the 80lb class. Conner Dines had 2 pins in 3:13 
(57th), his fastest was 1:15 and he placed 3rd in the 80lb 
class. Thomas Prins scored 15 TMP and placed 2nd in the 
100/110 class. In the Open Division Brandson Wood had 2 
pins in 2:07 (46th), his fastest was 1:03 and he placed 1st 
in the 63lb class. Blake Falan had 2 pins in 1:20 (35th), his 
fastest was :27 (32nd), he scored 24 TMP (tied @80th) and 
placed 2nd in the 71lb class. Hudson Crystal had 2 pins in 
5:31 (79th), placed 1st in the 90/95lb class.

In the 05/06 Novice Division Jack Sherburn’s fastest pin 
was :33 (57th) and he placed 4th in the 75lb class. In the 
Open Division Gabe Gair had a pin in 3:35, scored 24 TMP 
(tied @ 80th) and placed 2nd in the 112lb class. Wyatt Coo-
per had a pin in 1:23 and placed 1st in the 183HWT class. 

In the 03/04 Open Division Cole Haack had 2 pins in 3:10 
(56th) and placed 3rd in the 114lb class. Ashly Erxleben 
had a pin in 2:52 and placed 4th in the 114lb class. 

In the High School Division David Erxleben had a pin in 
1:42, scored 15 TMP and placed 2nd in the 128/133lb class.

Strong
...continued from page 9

Victories
...continued from page 9
9/10 age group and 49 lb Blake Werkema, 7/8 age group 
finished 3rd. 63 lb Quinten Cassiday, 9/10 age group and 59 
lb Kellen Weckesser, 9/10 age group finished 2nd. Cham-
pions of the day are 43 lb Brody Compau, 7/8 age group; 
75 lb Ayden McClurken, 9/10 age group; 64 lb Drew Moro, 
7/8 age group; 58 lb Aaiden Vasquez, 7/8 age group and 70 
lb Josh Vasquez, 11/12 age group. 

Out of 65 matches, WMP claimed 49 victories. “This 
week, the kids were spread out all over the state. I am very 
proud of how they competed and represented our team,” 
said Head Coach Dave Andrus.

small ads 
make ¢ents
for details call

696-3655

Thank you to our Advertisers for 
Keeping the 

post coming!
#shopthepost
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legal nOtICes

PUBLIC NOTICE
CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS
2018 MARCH BOARD OF 

REVIEW 
THE TAXPAYERS AND PROPERTY OWNERS 

OF THE CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS ARE 
HEREBY NOTIFIED THAT THE CITY 

BOARD OF REVIEW SHALL MEET FOR 
THE PURPOSE OF REVIEWING, HEARING 

APPEALS AND CORRECTING THE 2018 
ASSESSMENT ROLL.

THE MARCH MEETINGS OF THE BOARD OF 
REVIEW WILL BE HELD AT: 
THE CITY HALL OFFICES 

66 S MAIN STREET NE
 CEDAR SPRINGS, MICHIGAN 

ON 
TUESDAY, MARCH 6, 2018 

(ORGANIZATIONAL – NO APPEALS HEARD)
2:00 PM – 4 PM

MONDAY, MARCH 12, 2018 
(APPEAL HEARINGS)
 10:30 AM – 1:30 PM
6:00 PM – 9:00 PM

AND
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 14, 2018 

(APPEAL HEARINGS)
10AM – 4:00 PM

APPOINTMENTS MUST BE MADE TO MEET 
WITH THE BOARD OF REVIEW BY CALLING 
THE CITY OFFICES AT (616) 696-1330 EXT 102. 

A NON-RESIDENT MAY APPEAL BY LETTER. 
LETTER APPEALS MUST BE RECEIVED AT 
THE CITY OFFICES BY MONDAY, MARCH 12, 
2018. LETTERS RECEIVED AFTER THAT DATE 
MAY NOT BE CONSIDERED. IF A TAXPAYER 
OR PROPERTY OWNER HAS ANY QUESTIONS 
REGARDING THIS INFORMATION PLEASE 
CONTACT THE ASSESSING DEPT. 

CITY OF CEDAR SPRINGS BOARD OF REVIEW

Dated: March 1, 2018

Public Notice
ReQueSt FoR 

QuAliFicAtioNS
Architectural/engineering
The City of Cedar Springs is requesting State-
ments of Qualification (SOQ) from professional 
architectural/engineering firms for the purpose of 
providing architectural and engineering services 
for the anticipated new fire station.  

Complete Request for Qualifications (RFQ) can 
be obtained by contacting the Cedar Springs City 
Clerk, Rebecca Newland, or on the City’s website 
under “NEWS.” Five individual copies and one 
PDF copy of the qualifications package should 
be submitted to the attention of Mike Womack, 
City Manager at 66 S. Main St. PO Box 310, Ce-
dar Springs, MI 49319 and clearly marked on 
the outside “Request for Qualifications- Fire 
Station committee” no later than 5:30 pm local 
time on April 16th, 2018.

Inquiries regarding this RFQ should be directed 
to:

Mike Womack, City Manager
616-696-1330
manager@cityofcedarsprings.org

Dated: March 1, 2018

Public Notice
towNshiP of sPeNcer

county of Kent, Michigan

Notice of buDGet 
heAriNG

The Spencer Township Board will hold a public 
hearing on the proposed budget for fiscal year 
2018-2019 at the Township Hall at 14960 Meddler 
Ave. Gowen, MI 49326 on Tuesday March 20 at 
7:30 PM. A copy of the proposed budgets will be 
available for public inspection prior to the hearing 
in the township office beginning March 13, 2018.

the property tax millage rate proposed to 
be levied to support the proposed budget 
will be subject of the meeting.

This notice is posted on compliance with PA267 
of 1976 as amended (Open Meeting Act), MCLA 
41.72a (2) (3) and the Americans with Disabilities 
(ADA).

This notice is given by order of the Spencer 
Township Board.

Dated: March 1, 2018  Lisa Wright, Clerk

SPENCER TOWNSHIP
PUBLIC NOTICE

MARCH BOARD OF 
REVIEW 2018

The Spencer Township March Board of Review 
for 2018 will meet at the Spencer Township Hall, 
14960 Meddler Ave NE on the following dates:

Tuesday March 6, 2018  Organizational Meeting  
 4:00pm

Monday March 12, 2018 9:00 am - 12:00 pm
 1:00 pm – 4:00 pm

Tuesday March 13, 2018 2:00 pm – 5:00 pm
 6:00 pm – 9:00 pm

The March Board of review will hear petitions 
regarding: Assessed and Taxable values, 
Exemptions, Classification, and Uncapping.

Appeals to the Board of Review may be made 
in person or by letter.  Please call for an 
appointment to appear before the Board at 
(616) 984-0035 on Tuesdays or Thursdays 8:30 
am to 12:30 pm and 2:00pm – 5:00 pm or on 
Wednesdays 8:30 am to Noon. 

Dated: March 1, 2018 Matthew Smith 
Assessor, Spencer Township

Township 
of Solon
County of Kent, 

Michigan

PubliC NoTiCe

Public Hearing on budget 
For 2018-2019 Fiscal Year

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 
on March 13, 2018, at 7:30 p.m., the Board of 
Trustees of the Township of Solon will hold a 
public hearing at the Township Hall, 15185 Algo-
ma Avenue NE, within the Township, to hear and 
consider comments regarding the Township bud-
get for the April 1, 2018 through March 31, 2019 
fiscal year.  A copy of the budget is available for 
public inspection at the Solon Township Hall.

The property tax millage rate proposed 
to be levied to support the proposed bud-
get will be a subject of this hearing.

This notice is given pursuant to Act 43 of the 
Public Acts of Michigan of 1963 (Second Extra 
Session), as amended.

Dated:  March 1, 2018  TOWNSHIP OF 
SOLON

 Mary Lou Poulsen, Township Clerk

PUBLIC 
NOTICE

TOWNSHIP OF SOLON 
COUNTY OF KENT, MICHIGAN

NOTICE OF ADOPTION 
OF ZONING ORDINANCE 

AMENDMENT 
AND SUMMARY OF THE 
REGULATORY EFFECT 

THEREOF
PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 

at a regular meeting on February 13, 2018, the 
Township Board of the Township of Solon, Kent 
County, Michigan, adopted Ordinance No. 18‑3‑
Z, amending the Zoning Ordinance of the Town‑
ship of Solon.  The principal provisions of the 
amending ordinance include the following:

1.  Performance Guarantees and Time 
Deadlines.  The provisions of Section 
3.26.E.5 have been amended to require 
that certain performance bonds auto‑
matically renew and not expire until one 
year after a certificate of completion is 
issued or the guarantee funds are with‑
drawn by the Township.

2.  Building Permits.  The provisions of Sec‑
tion 3.26.G.7.b have been amended to 
require completion of private streets pri‑
or to issuance of building permits except 
in limited circumstances as described in 
the amendment.

3. Performance Guarantee.  The provi‑
sions of Section 3.26.G.11 have been 
amended to require that performance 
guarantees be conditioned on total com‑
pletion of private streets except in speci‑
fied situations.

4.  Effective Date.  The foregoing ordinance 
shall become effective on March 8, 
2018.  A copy of the ordinance may be 
inspected or purchased at the offices of 
the Solon Township Clerk, Solon Town‑
ship Hall, 15185 Algoma Ave., NE, with‑
in the Township, during normal business 
hours.

Dated: March 1, 2018  
TOWNSHIP BOARD OF THE 

TOWNSHIP OF SOLON
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ClASSIFIEDS
Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Pricing: $12.00 for first 25 words, 20¢ for each additional word
Call 616.696.3655 ANIMAl lOST/FOuND ADS ARE FREE!

36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

– 696-3655 –

P   STThe

Aurora – Female American Pit Bull Terrier Mix
I am an adorable 5 
year old dog look-
ing for my forever 
home! I’m a sweet 
and social girl 
who likes to play 
with other dogs. 
I would do best 
in a home with 
older/respectful 

children. If I sound like a good fit for you, please come meet 
me at Humane Society of West Michigan! 

Tuna – Female Domestic Short Hair
I’m a sweet 9 year old 
cat looking for qui-
et and relaxed home 
to call my own! I have 
bounced in and out of 
the shelter 3 times over 
the last 7 years and I 
am looking for a lasting 
forever home. I would 
do best with older/respectful children. My adoption fee 
is waived as I am part of the Silver Paws Society. Please 
come meet us at Humane Society of West Michigan! 

Humane Society of West Michigan is open Tuesday-Fri-
day 12pm-7pm and Saturday-Sunday 11am-4pm. 

For more information on the 
Humane Society of West Michigan, 

call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 
3077 Wilson NW,  just ½ mile north of  

Three Mile Road during adoption hours or 
visit www.hswestmi.org

PETS of the WEEk
Humane Society of West Michigan’s

Join Us
Wine | FOOd | AuCTiOnS
pawsclawsandcorks.com
MARCH 12, 2018 | 6PM 
Benefiting Humane Society of West Michigan

Critter
Corner

Help 
Wanted

P   STThe

This spoT

only $15
per week

5,000 copies 
printed weekly

Call 616.696.3655

apartments 
for rent

storage
for rent

aUCtion

serviCes

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
SELF StoRAgE

Next to Meijer

Homes 
for sale

PEOPLE WHO KNOW 
REAL ESTATE BEST!
616-696-3300

Fax 616-696-3311

View our website
stoutgroup.net

Who do you know   
Who’s

LOOKING TO BUY 
OR 

SELL REAL ESTATE

(616) 915-6414
leon@stoutgroup.net

4330 17 Mi le Rd., 
Cedar Spr ings, MI

Direct 24/7

STOUT
Leon

REALTOR® - CONSULTANT

annoUnCement

C
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ss
ifi

e
d
s 

 W
o
rkNarrow

Your 
Search
use the 

Cedar Springs
Post

Classifieds 

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com 
616-696-1100

CEDARFIELD 
55+

COMMUNITY
Next to Meijer

NEw LIsTINgs
COMINg sOON

Call for 
showings

Informational Meetings
The Brook of Cedar Springs will be hosting 

informational meetings at the 
Cedar Springs Community Library, 

107 N. Main St., Cedar Springs
on Thursdays in March, 10am - 4pm

 If you would like to meet with our 
representatives, please call 989-745-6500 

to set up an appointment.
Come see what we have to offer! 

Pricing • Room Availability • Services & Amenities
We are excited to become a part of the Cedar Springs Community

Refreshments will be provided 
visit our website: BrookRetirement.com

 $12.20 $12.40 $12.60

$12.80  $13.00 $13.20 $13.40

$13.60 $13.80 $14.00 $14.20

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and 
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.  

Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.

(1)                                                           (2)                                                                 (3)                                                                  (4)

(5)                                                           (6)                                                                 (7)                                                                  (8)

(9)                                                           (10)                                                               (11)                                                                (12)

(13)                                                         (14)                                                               (15)                                                                (16)

(17)                                                         (18)                                                               (19)                                                                (20)

(21)                                                         (22)                                                               (23)                                                                (24)

(25)                                                          25 words or less $12.00

Cost of Ad $ ________
Box   $1.50
Bold  $1.50
Ad Total $ ________ 
Times to run  X ________ 
Amount Due $ ________
Start Date (Thurs.)  ____________
Type of Payment  ___Cash
 ___Check     
  ___Credit Card

Name ________________________________
Address _______________________________   
Phone ________________________________
Signature ______________________________  
Expiration Date ______________
Credit Card Number ___________________________________

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at
www.cedarspringspost.com

For more information please call
(616) 696-3920/

trs dial 711

red Flannel acres
“A Place to Call Home”
aFFOrdaBle lIVInG

311 Oak Court
Cedar Springs, MI

Great Location, 1 & 2 
bedroom apartments. Rent 
based on 30% of income. 

Barrier Free units available. 
Managed by Intrepid Professional Group

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider

For more information please 
call (616) 696-3920/

TRS dial 711

MILDRED HOUTING 
LEISURE ACRES

TAkING AppLICATIONS 
for 1 and 2 bEDROOM 

ApARTMENTS
Must be 62 years of age or 
older; disabled regardless 
of age.  Barrier free units 
available. Rent based on 
30% of income.

This institution is an 
Equal Opportunity Provider

Rockford Quarterly Coin 
Show: Rockford Sports-
man’s Club, Sunday, March 
4th from 9am to 4pm. 
FREE admission. FREE 
appraisals. Buy - Sell - 
Trade with area collectors 
and dealers. #8,9p

The City of Cedar Springs is 
looking for a dynamic individual 
who is self-motivated, 
courteous, and detail oriented 
when performing tasks. This 
person would be responsible 
for performing diverse 
administrative assistance and 
general support services for 
the city Treasurer. They would 
also perform a variety of record 
keeping tasks related to the 
accounting of City monies. A 
full job description is available 
at the City of Cedar Springs 
website under “News”. This 
is a Permanent Part time 
position starting at $14.00 
per hour. Please send cover 
letter and resume with 3 
references to: Cedar Springs 
City Manager, PO Box 310, 
66 S. Main Street, Cedar 
Springs, MI 49319 or email to: 
manager@cityofcedarsrpings.
org. Applications to be 
reviewed initially on March 
8th, applications accepted until 
position filled. #9,10b

Apartment for rent – downtown 
Cedar Springs. Call 616-918-
6430. tfnb

A TO Z Trash will pick up your 
trash weekly. One-time hauls 
available. Call Bryan at 616-
696-2938. #tfnb

Adoption: Tiffany’s Tiny cat 
Rescue on Facebook! All 
cats/kittens $50 adoption fee! 
Contact us through Facebook. 
All are vetted! We are Located 
in Cedar Springs! #9

Found: Tan & white, long 
haired cat. Found in the area of 
Pine Lake and 17 Mile about the 
14th of February. Call 616-696-
8018. #9

Critter
Corner

small ads 
make ¢ents
for details call

696-3655

CROSSWORD ANSWERS



By all accounts, Huldah Neal was no one to fool with.
That’s not to say she wasn’t liked or respected throughout Grand Traverse County, Michigan, which 

she called home for 70 years. In fact, her 1931 obituary mourned her loss, describing Neal as a “loved 
pioneer” who was “highly 
esteemed by a large circle of 
friends.”

But, Neal was the epitome of 
what contemporary newspapers 
referred to as “the new woman” 
of the 1890s. Civic-minded and 
socially engaged, Neal had little 
patience when problems were 
ignored and allowed to fester. 
So, while it probably raised 
eyebrows outside of Grand Tra-
verse County, those who knew 
her likely weren’t surprised 
when she grew frustrated by the 
rampant poaching of fish and 
game in her area and requested 
an appointment as a game war-
den, so she could handle the 
problem herself.

With the stroke of a pen by 
state game warden and future 
Michigan governor Chase Os-
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School Bus Drivers 
We’ll train you to be the best School Bus Driver for General 
Education and Special Needs Students. $13.25 per hour, 
split shift required, benefits available. CDL required – we 
offer FREE training!  Must have excellent driving history, 
pass background check and remain drug free. We look 
forward to meeting you in person Monday-Friday or apply 
online at www.deantransportation.com/jobs. 

2601 Veterans Parkway 
Trenton, MI 48183 

Make a difference in the lives 
of kids – and get paid for it!

$16.00 per hour to start with competitive benefits package provided 
including health insurance, 401K, and paid time off.

No prior professional driving experience required - we provide paid training to 
achieve a Commerical Driver’s License. 

Excellent driving history required. Must pass background check,
physical exam and ongoing drug screening.

Apply online at www.deantransportation.com/jobs 
or in person Mon-Fri at one of our offices:

School Bus Drivers 
We’ll train you to be the best School Bus Driver for General 
Education and Special Needs Students. $13.25 per hour, 
split shift required, benefits available. CDL required – we 
offer FREE training!  Must have excellent driving history, 
pass background check and remain drug free. We look 
forward to meeting you in person Monday-Friday or apply 
online at www.deantransportation.com/jobs. 

2601 Veterans Parkway 
Trenton, MI 48183 

Train for a Rewarding Career
Join the Dean Team!

Now hiring school bus drivers 
  Immediate postitions available.             

204 E. Muskegon Street, Cedar Springs
351 N. Main Street, Kent City
900 Union Ave. NE, Grand Rapids

4155 Trade Drive, Grand Rapids
429 S. Union Street, Sparta

Village Trails
Homes for sale 
under $39,000.00
Financing Available

No App fee

Call 231-937-9797
For more details and to 
make an appointment
www.bayshorehomesales.com

53 E. LakE St • Sand LakE, MI 
616-557-5000

15% Off ALL NEW Furniture

Groovy Smoke 
Sectional 

Groovy 
Ottoman

Swivel Pod Chair 
nEw Furniture

arriving weekly!

Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche
By Ranger steve Mueller

Wolf under my skin
I wish I gar-

nered reader 
excitement from 
insect nature 
niche articles 
like my “Hidden 
Mountain Lion” 
article did. After 
the lion article 
was published 
in newspapers, 
I received a 
phone call from 
Missoula, Mon-
tana with praise 
for the article. An Ann Arbor resident e-mailed, “You encapsu-
lated so many excellent points so eloquently, Steve. It remind-
ed me of a sign in Alaska that I just learned of: “Welcome to 
the bottom of the food chain!” In this era when we humans are 
loathe to take responsibility for our own actions, you nailed it 
and even wagged a cautionary finger about blaming the ani-
mal. Thank you.”  

In that article I stated, “It was wonderful to be a part of nature 
instead of being apart from nature”. 

The Montana resident used a search engine for key words and 
found the article. It is nice to be widely read. I also received 
positive comment from Sarasota, Florida.

Writing about wolves and lions brings positive, negative, and 
conflicting emotions. I have been fortunate to encounter wolves 
and bears in wild country but only lion tracks and scat. Those 
experiences remain fresh and alive. It is impossible to share 
feelings such encounters create. I have seen people act foolish-
ly around bears and realized that if a mother bear lashed out at 
those that did not provide the lawful space required, it would be 
the bear that would be punished and likely euthanized. The peo-
ple walked closer than lawful to a sow with two cubs in Grand 
Teton National Park despite me calling a warning for them to 
stop. 

I witnessed similar erroneous human behavior with elk. More 
people are killed by elk than bears and lions combined. In the 
case of wolves, there has never been a case of wolves attacking 
humans in the United States. 

Yellowstone National Park wolves are accustomed to people 
at a distance. They are protected in the park from harm and ap-
proach. Killing wolves outside the park is now permitted. One 
radio-collared research wolf was outside the park with her pack. 
She and a male saw a person but being used to people they only 
watched him. The man wanted a wolf pelt. He shot the female 
that watchers and researchers have observed for 6.5 years. 

The pack did not leave but circled around the dead female and 
howled. The man departed and returned with a handgun, in case 
the wolves tried to stop him from skinning her body of its pelt. 
He showed the author of the book American Wolf the pelt and 
said he did not regret killing the wolf and would do it again. 

Massive numbers of people visited Yellowstone with hopes of 
seeing that wolf in the wild. She was referred to as the most fa-
mous wolf in the world. She and her pack resided where people 
could frequently see them. Like many others, the man who shot 
her does not like wolves living in the ecosystem.  

There is a time and place when it is appropriate to kill wolves. 
When they attack domestic animals, it is best to remove those 
with such behavior. Defenders of Wildlife reimburses livestock 
owners when wolves take unsupervised free ranging livestock 
in national forests or those on private property. Fortunately, wolf 
killing of domestic animals is not rampant. Wild elk populations 
continue to thrive where wolves strengthen the herd. My 2014 
wolf articles explained how wolves helped restore ecosystem 
health in the Yellowstone Ecosystem.

Wolves returned to Michigan, Wisconsin, and have main-
tained a wild population in Minnesota and Canada. I have been 
fortunate to encounter wolves in both Michigan and Canada 
and watched wolves in Yellowstone. The greatest emotional re-
sponse was when I was conducting butterfly research in the Up-
per Peninsula and a wolf appeared. It watched me momentarily 
and disappeared. A similar experience occurred in Canada. The 
UP encounter was with a wolf that did not trust human presence 
and was a truly wild nature niche experience.

My “Wilderness Unique Treasure” program exemplifies the 
nature of wolves and wilderness as an essential part of the hu-
man spirit to be protected if we hope to pass on a vestige of the 
wild we inherited to future generations. 

Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be direct-
ed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net - Ody 
Brook Nature Sanctuary, 13010 Northland Dr. Cedar Springs, 
MI 49319 or call 616-696-1753.

Gray wolf howling. From Wikipedia.

First female conservation officer honored 
during Women’s History Month
Huldah Neal nominated for induction to Michigan Women’s Hall of Fame

These sketches of Huldah Neal accompanied a profile of her in the Aug. 
15, 1897, edition of the Philadelphia Inquirer. Neal’s appointment as the 
country’s first female game warden made news across Michigan and the 
nation. Many contemporary reports expressed confidence in her abilities 
to perform the dangerous work of a game warden, due to her tenacity and 
outdoor skills.

Huldah Neal led an interesting 
life and is shown here in her lat-
er years. As the nation’s first fe-
male game warden, Neal patrolled 
Grand Traverse County on foot, 
horseback and in a rowboat to 
enforce the state’s fish and game 
laws. She not only had an immedi-
ate impact on the rampant poach-
ing that plagued her area, but also 
opened the door for future gener-
ations of women to serve as con-
servation officers. (Photo courtesy 
of the Traverse Area District Library)

outdoors

born in 1897, Neal became a 
deputy game warden for Grand 
Traverse County, cementing her 
little-known legacy as the first 
female conservation officer in 
the United States, according to 
press reports of the day.

To recognize her contribu-
tions, and mark the observance 
of March as Women’s History 
Month, the Michigan Depart-
ment of Natural Resources 
Law Enforcement Division is 
nominating Neal for induction 
to the Michigan Women’s Hall 
of Fame. A panel of judges will 
decide if she merits induction 
later this year.

“Huldah Neal was a trailblaz-
er, literally and figuratively,” 
said Gary Hagler, DNR Law 
Enforcement Division chief. 
“She was fearless in the way she 
performed her dangerous du-
ties, and in how she broke free 
from typical roles that society 
forced on women at that time. 
She paved the way for new gen-
erations of women who proudly 
serve as guardians of our natu-
ral resources. Huldah Neal left a 
positive legacy for our state. On 
behalf of all conservation offi-
cers, it’s a privilege to nominate 
her for induction to the Michi-
gan Women’s Hall of Fame.”

Born circa 1855 in Ohio, 
Huldah Jane Valleau moved 
with her family to Grand Tra-
verse County in 1861. She mar-
ried Warren Neal in 1872 and 

the couple raised two children 
on their farm near Long Lake. 
She shared her husband’s love 
of the outdoors, a passion that 
didn’t go unrecognized by 
newspapers reporting on her 
appointment as deputy game 
warden.

“Mrs. Neal is a woman of 
determined character, and has 

excellent qualifications for 
such a position,” the Traverse 
City Record-Eagle wrote on 
June 6, 1897. “She is an active 
woods-woman, a good shot, 
and can give cards and spades 
to any man in the manipulation 
of the fishing rod. Besides be-
ing an expert in these respects 
Mrs. Neal is an ardent support-

er of the state game and fish 
laws, and takes much inter-
est in their preservation. The 
appointment is a good one, 
and Mrs. Neal will wage an 
aggressive campaign against 
violators of the law; and of-
fenders in her locality will find 
that Mrs. Neal will stand no 
fooling.”
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4700 14 mile rd ne Rockford, MI 49341

People, Selection, Price
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CLIP THIS COUPON

$500 bonus bucks

"

Cannot be used with any other offer.
Coupon expires 2/28/2018

WATSON COUNTRY 
USE FOR TRADE OR PURCHASE

CLIP THIS COUPON

2 year Free
OIL changes

"

Coupon expires 2/28/2018

WATSON COUNTRY 

*All rebates to dealer. 
See dealer for incentives.

2012 chrysler 
300

STOCK NO. 58701

2015 ram 
1500 outdoorsman

2016 ford
mustang

2017 dodge
grand caravan

STOCK NO. 27458A

2016 chevrolet
camaro

2016 jeep compass 
high altitude

2014 Dodge
Charger

STOCK NO. 37651

2015 Buick 
Encore

2015 Jeep
Cherokee Latitude

2010 dodge
journey

2013 chevrolet
cruze ls

2016 ram 1500
big horn

watsonrockford.com
616-884-5899

FIND US ON

M-F 9-6 • SAT 9-4 • CLOSED SUNDAYS

WITH ANY USED CAR PURCHASE

STOCK NO. 27479

STOCK NO. 58053ASTOCK NO. 27423 STOCK NO. 57704STOCK NO. 28848A

STOCK NO. 57705STOCK NO. 57708 STOCK NO. 57711STOCK NO. 47522

$29,900 $18,150 $32,989 $9,800

$15,995 $23,630 $22,990 $7,990

$22,974 $18,490 $18,990 $29,990

$26,490 $22,990 $22,490 $21,990 

$18,490 $18,990 $29,990 $27,990

$47,990 $8,135 $9,990 $10,171 

Stock No. 57712 Stock No. 57704 Stock No. 57714 Stock No. 58703

Stock No. 57711Stock No. 57708 Stock No. 57705 Stock No. 57709

Stock No. 27484 Stock No. 37365A Stock No. 17548A Stock No. 28420

2017 chrySler PAcificA
touriNg-l MiNi-VAN

2017 DoDge grAND 
cArAVAN gt MiNi-VAN

2016 DoDge JourNey 
r/t 4 Dr AWD SuV

2016 JeeP cherokee
lAtituDe 4 Dr 4x4 SuV

2016 JeeP coMPASS 
high AltituDe 4x4 SuV

2015 JeeP cherokee 
lAtituDe 4 Dr 4x4 SuV

2016 rAM 1500 Big horN 
4 Dr 4x4 creW cAB 5.5 ft. SB

2016 rAM 1500 Big horN 
4 Dr 4x4 creW cAB 5.5 ft. SB

2017 cheVrolet tAhoe lt 
4x4 lt SuV

2011 kiA Soul + 
WAgoN 4A

2011 Buick regAl 
cxl SeDAN W/rl3

2011 chrySler 200 S 
SeDAN

3/31/2018 3/31/2018

connect with community

Advertise in 

Support YOUR
        local Newspaper

call a sales Rep 
TOdaY!

616.696.3655

P   STThe

Shop LOCAL • Shop The POST

5,000 
Printed copies 

per week!

100% advertiser supported


