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Chimney fire damages home
By Judy Reed

Five fire departments
were called to the scene of
a fire in Solon Township
early Monday morning.
According to Solon Fire
Lt. Chris Paige, the call
came in at 6:17 a.m., Monday, March 2. The homeowner at 16770 Algoma,
north of 20 Mile, woke
up to the smell of wood
smoke. Paige said the
chimney caught fire and
spread to the attic.
The family of six got out
safely.
Firefighters from Solon,
Sand Lake, Algoma, Kent
This home on Algoma was damaged in an early morning fire on Monday, March 2. Post photo by J. Reed.
City, and Cedar Springs all
fought the fire. Paige said they had it unPaige noted there was pretty heavy fire said they estimate damage to the structure at
der control in about an hour and a half, and damage to the attic space, with heat, smoke $150,000 and contents at $50,000.
cleared the scene after 5 hours.
and water damage to the main floor. He

Passersby help man escape burning vehicle

The vehicle above caught
fire after crashing into
trees at W. Church and N.
Masters Road in Winfield
Township Thursday, February 26.
The map to the left shows
the location where the incident took place.

A man whose truck crashed and caught fire
Thursday escaped with non-life-threatening
injuries after two people passing by stopped
to help.
According to the Montcalm County Sheriff’s Office, deputies were dispatched to the
vehicle personal injury crash at the intersection of West Church Road and North Masters
Road, in Winfield Township, about 9:38 p.m.,
on Thursday, February 26, 2015.
Their investigation revealed that a 1999
Ford F-150 Pickup, driven by a 51-yearold Coral man, was traveling eastbound on
Church Road coming up to the intersection.
The driver failed to stop for the stop sign and
drove through the intersection, where he collided with some trees across the road and the
vehicle caught fire. The driver was reportedly
pinned in the vehicle. However, with the assistance of two passersby, he was able to get
out of the vehicle as the fire began to spread.
According to Maple Valley Fire Department personnel
on scene, the vehicle was completely engulfed upon their
arrival.
The driver was transported to Spectrum Health Kelsey
Hospital in Lakeview by Montcalm County Emergency
Services Personnel for non-life threatening facial, chest
and leg injuries.
escape - continues on page 13

Sand Lake
man dies in
crash
John William Roberts

Courtland Township.
According to the Michigan State Police
Rockford Post, an eastbound 2004 Subaru crossed the centerline about 11:30 p.m.
and struck a westbound 2006 Toyota pick
up truck. A westbound 1995 Honda then
struck the pickup from behind.
The driver of the Subaru was pronounced
dead at the scene. Police identified him as
John William Roberts, 21, of Sand Lake.
An obituary in the Grand Rapids Press
lists him as from Grand Rapids.
The occupants of the pickup truck were
transported to Spectrum Butterworth by
ambulance. The male driver was in stable
condition, and the female passenger was
listed as critical. Police said they were
not yet releasing their names, however
the Grand Rapids Press reported them as
Adam Jacobsen, 34, and Michelle Jacobsen, 37, of Cedar Springs.
The occupants of the Honda, identified
by the Grand Rapids Press as Michael Bazen, 49, of Grand Rapids and passenger,
Sandra House, 47, of Wyoming, were not
injured.
Police said all occupants appeared to
have been wearing seatbelts.
Courtland Fire Department, the Kent
County Sheriff Department, and Rockford
Ambulance all assisted at the scene.
The investigation is still ongoing. Anyone with information is asked to contact
Sgt. Jeffrey Varga of the MSP Rockford
Post at (616) 866-4411.
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Post cruises to Hawaii

Have you seen this missing woman?
Teresa Lynn Curry, 44, has been
missing from her Alpine Township home near Comstock Park
since Friday, February 27. The
family contacted the Kent County
Sheriff Department about her disappearance, on Sunday, March 1.
She is described as a white female, 5-feet 2-inches tall, 120
pounds, short brown hair, and last
seen wearing a pink coat, jeans
or khaki pants, black knit hat and
blue tennis shoes.
Teresa was last known to be at
the Speedway Gas Station at 4100
West River Dr NE at 8:00 a.m.
on February 27 using the ATM.
She was on foot. She was also

reported to have quit her job at
the Kohl’s Department store in
Grandville two weeks prior.
The family is concerned for
her well-being. They indicate
that is out of her character for
her not to have contact with
family. Teresa is described as
being near deaf requiring hearing aids in both ears. At this
time there is no other medical
condition known to investigators.
Anyone with information is
asked to call the Kent County
Sheriff Department at 616-6326357 or Silent Observer at 616774-2345.

A
21-year-old
Sand Lake man
died Tuesday evening, February 28,
in a three-vehicle
accident on 14 Mile
Road, just east of
Northland Drive, in
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Surveillance photo of Teresa Curry taken
at Speedway on West River Dr is the last
known place she was seen on Fri., 2/27.
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The Post cruised to Hawaii

Jo and Mel Empie and
Dar and Mark Cliff took
the Post on a wonderful
journey to Las Vegas and
Hawaii. They first went to
Las Vegas in hopes of winning it big so they could go
to Hawaii, but winning it
big didn’t work out, so they
went to Hawaii anyway,
with the Post in tow.
They started off in Waiki-

ki, Oahu. “Two days of
luxury and joy,” they said.
They then took a Norwegian Pride of America
cruise and visited Kahului
and Lahaina Maui, Hile and
Kona on the big island of
Hawaii, Nawiliwili Kauai,
and finally Ko Olina Oahu,
at a luxury resort.
They snorkeled, swam,
hot tubbed, kayaked, whale

watched, hiked, went down
in a submarine, took helicopter tours, toured Pearl
Harbor, met World War II
veterans, attended a luau,
went to a surfing competition, and ate a lot!
The travelers met up with
the Cliffs’ daughter, Theresa
Cliff Ryan and her husband
Gary, from Australia, his
mom Kay Ryan, his niece

Alyssa and friend Tanya.
“Nine of us had such an
amazing time, we couldn’t
possibly pick a favorite,”
they said.
Thanks so much for taking us with you!
Are you going on vacation? Take the Post with
you and snap some photos.
Then send them to us with
some info to news@cedar-

springspost.com or mail
them to Post travels, PO
Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI

49319. We will be looking
for yours!

Beautiful birds

American Legion rifle winner

The Sons of The American Legion, Glen Hill
Squadron 287, of Cedar
Springs would like to congratulate Carl Straub of Cedar Springs. Carl’s winning
ticket for their Rifle Raffle
was drawn on February
28 at Post 287.  Pictured are
SAL Commander Dominic
Merlington, Carl Straub
holding his new Remington .308 and SAL 1st Vice
Commander Keith Tyler.

Peace ofButmind
is
priceless.
it costs just $39 a year.

It’s been a rough winter for a lot of wildlife due to the
very cold temperatures (see Ranger Steve’s article on
page 10). Feeding our feathered friends during this type of
weather is helpful for them, and gives us beautiful birds to
look at. Mary Elna Dauchy, of Courtland Township, likes
feeding the birds, and sent us some photos of birds at her
feeder, just before Valentine’s Day. In this photo, a downy
woodpecker is enjoying a meal.
We would like to see your wildlife and nature photos.
Send them to us at news@cedarspringspost.com.

GEBHARDT
INSURANCE AGENCY
Now Oﬀering our
WELCOMES

OMMUNITY NONPROFIT PARAMEDIC AMBULANCE SERVICE

Care Plan
Just $39 a year protects
you from out-of-pocket
ambulance expenses.

Enroll Today

“Added Value” Plan
5Star Urgent Response
Why 5Star Urgent Response?
GPS enabled 5Star device

Simply press the button anytime you need help
and you’re connected to The 5Star
—or press and hold to
for more
information
and
r
connect
to 9-1-1 directly.
e
ﬀ
ia l O

Call (616) 866-0724

Randy Baker

to get the ball rolling.

Spec r our
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Pla n
C a r e b e r s!
m
e
M

5Star
5
5S
S Device
One time activation fee

$39.99* ($10 OFF)
$25* (30% OFF)

20 years of Insurance Experience

Gebhardt Insurance

You can sign up and pay for the Care Plan
www.gebhardtins.com • (616) 696-9440
*When you sign up for a RAS Care Plan, you will get a
online right now to get immediate protection
promotional code for the “Added Value” plan discounts. 14 S. Main, Cedar Springs, MI 49319
for you and yourw
family.
w w. r o c k f o r d a m b u l a n c e . c o m
Just go to www.rockfordambulance.com
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Community development team buys property POST Highlights
With the purchase of
a parcel at the corner of
Fifth and Pine Street in
Cedar Springs last week,
the non-profit Community Building Development
Team is making headway in
its mission to advance the
“construction of buildings
and spaces where the greater Cedar Springs Community can gather for cultural,
educational, recreational,
commercial, and family/
community events.”
The 2.28 acre parcel with
road frontage on Fifth and
Pine Streets, was purchased
on February 25, from Jodi
and Rob Coxon, at a greatly
reduced price. The property
was appraised at $37,500
and sold to the CBDT
for $15,000, according
to CBDT treasurer Betty
Truesdale.
“We are impressed with
the involvement of so many

The Community Building Development Team purchased property last week from Rob and Jodi Coxon.
Shown at the closing from left to right: Jodi Coxon, CBDT president Kurt Mabie, Sun Title closing agent,
Rob Coxon, realtor Leon Stout, and CBDT treasurer Betty Truesdale.

people in our community
to make our community a
better place. It is our privilege to contribute part of
the value of our land for the
projects being planned by

the CBDT, Library Board,
and En Gedi Board. A new
library and community
building will be great assets
for Cedar Springs. We are
very happy to be a part of

A Legacy of giving

these efforts,” explained the
Coxons.
Also joining in on donations toward this process
were Thomas Cronkright II,
Property - continues on page 13

For many years, Mike and
Alice Holton were generous
patrons of Cedar Springs.
Their gifts to the city and the
public schools were instrumental in improving the facilities and capabilities each
had to offer. Many of their
contributions were given
anonymously. Their gifts included building the pedestrian bridge over Main Street;
renovating Skinner Field
with new bleachers, lights,
fencing, and a composite running surface track; paving the
new section of the Elmwood
Cemetery; key sponsors of
Boomer Field; Cedar Springs
Public Library projects; and

the band shell used in the
High School auditorium. The
Cedar Springs Public School
Board named Holton Drive on
the school campus in honor of
their generosity to the school.
Mike first came to town
as a kid when his father was
assigned as pastor to the Cedar Springs Free Methodist
Church (now The Springs).
They then went to Big Rapids
but his sister, Lois, stayed and
later married Elwood Larson.
It was in Big Rapids, according to Lois, that Mike met
Alice. Alice lived across the
road from the parsonage. After a tour in a US Navy Construction Battalion (SeaBee),
they married and moved to

Cedar Springs.
Kathy
(Holton)
Raudenbush
wrote,
“They moved to Cedar in the late 40’s and
started the bottled gas
business. We think the
reason for their choice
of Cedar was that Dad
had gone, briefly, to
high school here, and his
sister and her husband,
Lois and Elwood Larson, were living here. Their
storefront was on Main Street
across from what was then
Skinner Drugs. Mom kept the
books while Dad was out delivering gas and making sales.
The business moved out to its
present location in the early

Julie Ann-Marie Haff
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Mike and Alice Holton

60s when it became Holton’s
LP Gas. It is important to
know, from our perspective,
that Dad’s biggest priority was
always the comfort and safety
of his customers. There were
many nights and weekends
when he would be out deliverLegacy - continues on page 11

Woman pleads guilty in bomb threat

A Cedar Springs woman pled
guilty this week to calling in a bomb
threat to Woodland Mall.
Julie Ann-Marie Haff, 46, reportedly called in the threat on January
11, at 11:23 p.m. and told mall security there was a bomb in the parking
lot. Police traced the call to a man’s
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Holton family gives generous gift to Education Foundation
By Tom Noreen
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phone in Cedar Springs. The man told police his girlfriend
used the phone to call in the threat.
Haff entered the guilty plea on Tuesday, March 2, in Circuit Court. Sentencing was set for April 15. The charge is a
felony, and she could face up to four years in prison.
The Post previously featured Haff in a story in August of
2013, when she gave her dog credit for saving her life after
she suffered a mini stroke.
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128th Trooper Recruit School Begins
Hometown heroes prepare for State Police careers

On Sunday, March 1, 85 prospective troopers reported to the Michigan State Police (MSP) Training Academy in Lansing for the first day of the 128th Trooper Recruit School.
Included in those recruits was Joshua Greeno, of Sparta, Andrew Dusendang, of
Rockford, and Robert Perry II, also from Rockford.
For the next 21 weeks, between wake-up at 5 a.m. and lights-out at 10 p.m., the
recruits will receive training in firearms, water safety, defensive tactics, patrol techniques, report writing, ethics, first aid, criminal law, crime scene processing and precision driving.
“The start of a new recruit school is an exciting time for the department,” said Col.
Kriste Kibbey Etue, director of the MSP. “It is our hope these recruits will successfully meet and exceed the challenges they will face during these next few months
and come July, we will welcome each of them to the ranks of the Michigan State
Police.”
Recruits who successfully complete recruit school will graduate on July 24, 2015.
In order to be selected to attend the 128th Trooper Recruit School, recruits had to
pass a stringent selection process that included a physical fitness test, background
investigation and hiring interview.
Since 2011, with the support of Governor Snyder and the Legislature, the MSP
has hired 430 state troopers, bringing the total number of troopers statewide to 1,023.
The MSP is actively recruiting for future recruit schools. To learn more about a
career with the MSP, interested candidates should visit www.michigan.gov/mspjobs
or follow the recruits’ blog at http://msprecruits.wordpress.com.

are reading
this ad.

So are 20,000 other readers.
They could be reading your ad next week!

Call our advertising department to learn more.

The Cedar Springs POST

36 E Maple Street / P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
616-696-3655 • www.cedarspringspost.com

The Cedar Springs Post
Page 4		

Church Connection

Thursday, March 5, 2015

spiritual notes • announcements • memories

From the Pulpit
Rev. Mike Shiery
Pilgrim Bible Church

West Pine St. • Cedar Springs

Living with hope and joy
“And I heard a loud voice from Heaven saying, ‘Behold,
the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with
them, and they shall be His people. God Himself will be
with them and be their God.
And God will wipe away every tear from their eyes; there
shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall
be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.”
(Revelation 21:3-4) (NKJV)
These words of promise are especially poignant to me as
I write this article. Just last week, a former college classmate and friend of mine, found his world suddenly ripped
in two. His wife was leaving a store near their hometown

when their two-year-old son broke loose from her grasp,
dashed into the parking lot and was struck and killed by an
oncoming vehicle. Obviously the family is devastated over
this tragedy.
However, in the midst of overwhelming sorrow, what
gripped my attention was how the family has responded
during this difficult time. Although their hearts are broken,
they have reached out to the driver of the vehicle with love
and compassion. They have met with her, prayed with her,
and assured her that there is no bitterness in their hearts
toward her. Their words and conduct have resonated with
quiet hope and certain joy, and their testimony in the midst
of personal tragedy is impacting their community in a powerful way.
My friends long ago placed their trust in Jesus Christ as
their Savior, and now through tear-stained eyes of faith they
rest confidently in the promise of our text. They realize that
tomb that holds their son’s body is only temporary, that his
spirit is with the Heavenly Father, and that this separation
will come to an end! There is coming (as the old songs
says) “A great, getting up morning.” Eternal reunion is assured through the victory which Christ won over death on
Easter morning.
Perhaps someone reading these words is also grieving.
Perhaps your world is upside down. Tragic events have
shattered a tranquil existence. Let me remind you that as
a Christian, through God’s grace, you can live with hope
and joy.

When we say we have the hope of Heaven, we do not
mean that in the way we usually use the word “hope.” Some
of you right now are hoping that warm weather will arrive
in a few weeks. In our beloved state of Michigan, you can
hope that, but there is no certainty or guarantee it will happen that quickly.
However, when we talk of the “hope” of Heaven, we are
talking from a standpoint of confidence. The Bible tells us
that it is impossible for God to lie. That same Bible holds
multiple promises from God that Heaven is a reality and
that the separation of death for God’s children will end in
an eternal reunion of joy.
Paul Helm wrote: “Though the life of Heaven is for our
future, its certain occurrence imparts a confidence and joy
during the present.”
C.S. Lewis said: “Joy is the serious business of Heaven.”
And maybe T.W. Hunt summed it up best when he wrote:
“In this life, pleasure ends itself. When the meal is past,
the enjoyment of taste and smell ceases. When the symphony ends, no audible harmonic vibrations remain. When the
ride finishes, we ‘want to do it again.’
In eternity future, joy will be a continuum that never ceases. That joy will include within itself peace, expectation,
beauty, sublimity. Our present understanding of pleasure
only hints at the dimensions of enjoyment in the sheer outer
joys of Heaven.”
If you are hurting, allow me to encourage you. Joy is
coming in the morning. Weeping only last for the night.
And for the children of God, the best is yet to come!

ChurCh of the fuLL GospeL

RANDY L. MILEWSKI

ChurchDirectory
PILGRIM BIBLE CHURCH & ACADEMY

Sunday School 9:45
WoRShIP 10:45 aM and 6:00 P.M.
MIdWeek SeRvIce • WedneSday 7:00 P.M.

(Since 1946) Non-Denominational
pentecostal Grace
180 E. Lake St. Sand Lake (1 block E. of Traffic Light)
Sunday School .....10am / Sunday Morning .....11am
Sunday Night ..... 6pm / Wed. Bible Study ..... 3pm
Pastor Gary Giddings (616) 799-0331 - Pastor Verta Giddings (616) 636-5628

Pioneer Christian Reformed Church

Courtland-oakfield united Methodist ChurCh
10295 Myers Lake Ave.-1.5 Miles South of 14 Mile Rd.


West Pine Street • 696-1021• Rev. Mike Shiery
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Cedar Springs Christian Church

Rockford Springs Community Church
Pastor David Vander Meer
5815 14-Mile Rd. (3 miles east of 131) • 696-3656

pastor ryan Black: SerMonS online
non-denominational

www.rockfordsprings.org

Sunday WorShip
9:30am • 5:00pm

www.cedarspringschristianchurch.org

SAND LAKE



65 W. Maple St. • Sand Lake • 616-636-5673




UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
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St. John Paul II Parish

15671 Algoma Ave., Cedar Springs Just N. of 19 Mile Rd.

616-696-3229
June-August

616-696-3229

A Warm and Welcoming Catholic Community
3110 17 Mile Road | Cedar Springs, MI | 696-3904
Mass Times: Saturdays at 5:30pm • Sundays at 8:30am, 10:30am & 5:00pm
Sacrament of Reconciliation Saturdays at Noon & Sundays at 4:00 pm
jp2cedarsprings.org | Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

Sundays @
9:45 AM
& 11:15 AM
w w w. t h e s p ri n g s c h u rc h . i n f o
135 N. Grant St. (Corner of Oak & Grant) | 616.696.2970

west michigan

church of Chris

*NOT affiliated with
Creative Technologies
Academy (CTA)


Sunday ScheduLe:
TWO WOrShiP SerViceS at 9:00 a.m.

and 11:30 a.m.




SuPerViSed nurSery care PrOVided



10:00 a.m. coffee Fellowship downstairs
10:15
a.m. christian education FOr aLL aGeS



N. to Sand Lake

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
19 Mile Road

M-46

Senior
Pastor
Tom
Holloway
Pastor Tom
Holloway,
Music/Youth

MondayS:
open prayer
7-8 pM

on CTA property*

Cedar Springs
616.696.1180

Pastor Steve Lindeman
Worship
11 a.m.



Call Crystal Gould 616-636-5615

Solon Center Wesleyan Church
19 Mile Road

340 W. pine St.

SundayS:
10:30 a.M.





Rev. Darryl Miller • Worship Service 9:30 am

Pastor: Robert Eckert
866-4298
www.coumc.com

FREE
Correspondence
Course
AvAilAblE

Meeting at the corner of Park & Elm St., Cedar Springs
Sunday Worship: 11am
(616) 975-2778
Sunday Bible Class: 12:30pm
Wednesday Bible Study: 7pm westmichcofc10@yahoo.com

Sunday School 9:30am
Sunday Morning Worship 10:45am
Sunday Evening Worship 5pm
Sunday Youth Group 6:30pm

Nursery provided for all Sunday Services
Awana Wednesdays 6:30pm (Sept. - March)

Adult Bible Study Wednesdays 7:00pm

is affiliated with...

1763 Stumpf Blvd. • Gretna, LA 70056
(504) 367-2005 • www.thecogmi.org

Sabbath Services are held the 2nd thru 5th
Saturdays of the month at the
Comfort Inn - 4155 28th St. SE.
Services begin at 1:00 p.m.

Minister Bruce Chapman (616) 636-9209
Sunday Worship 10:00 AM
Family Bible Hour 6:00 PM

12786 Algoma Ave
Cedar Springs
www.MBC-Cedar.com
696-3560

Word of Life Clubs
Wednesday 6:30 PM
Adult Bible Study
Wednesday 7:00 PM

Mary Queen of Apostles Church/St. Clara Mission
Roman Catholic Faith Community

Dearly loved and never
forgotten.

Your loving family,
Mom & Dad & Sister
Cindy Westveld

Publish Your
• Birth Announcement • Birthday
• Wedding Announcement • Engagement
• Anniversary *• In Memory * • Thank you
• Congratulations
in

for only $20 without photo
$25 w/ photo ($5 per additional photo)
50 word limit
*Poetry over 5 lines will be subject to additional fees by length.

Bliss-Witters & Pike

Bliss-Witters & Pike Funeral Home is family owned and
operated by Kevin and Janet Pike. Our barrier free chapel
is located one-half mile south of downtown on Northland
Drive. We are available to serve you 24 hours a day, 7 days
a week.

Father Lam T. Le | frlle@grpriests.org

at the corner of 17 Mile and Olin Lakes

1480 Indian Lakes Rd. NE | Sparta, MI 49345

Pastor Craig T. Owens

Service Time: Sundays 10:00 am
Nursery & Children Ministry Provided
www.nkcchurch.org | E-mail: pastor@nkcchurch.org

http://craigtowens.com

It has been four years
Since you left us.
Remembering you is easy,
we do it every day.
It’s just the pain of losing
You that never goes away.

Mary Queen of Apostles Church - One W. Maple, Sand Lake | 636-5671
Mass Times: Saturdays at 4:00 pm • Sundays at 8:00 am
Sacrament of Reconciliation: Saturdays at 3:00 pm
St. Clara Mission - 4584 N. Bailey Rd. in Coral. Sunday Mass at 9:30am

North KeNt CommuNity ChurCh

www.cscalvary.org
(616) 696-8708

January 16, 1959 to March 12, 2011

The Church of God Fellowship Group of Michigan

Worship Every Sunday at 10:30am
810 17 Mile Road, Cedar Springs
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W edding
M emorial
O bituary
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Pastor Craig S. Carter
616.550.6398

13603 Northland Drive
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
(616) 696-1410
Kevin Pike - Manager, Janet Pike Assistant
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50th Anniversary

Don and Nancy (McAnally) Hanna of Cedar
Springs were High School Sweethearts,
both graduated from Cedar Springs. The
will celebrate 50 years of marriage on
March 5th, 2015. the couple was married
at Kent City Baptist Church in 1965. The
Hannas are proud parents of Shelli and
Robert Hall and Sandra and Alan Balcam.
Their grandchildren are, Nichole and

DON AND NANCY
HANNA

Fiancé Joshua Black, Joshua Hall, Austin
and Alyssa Balcam. The family will be
celebrating at a later date. Nancy was a stay
at home mom and babysitter for children
after school. Don retired from Knape and
Vogt after 48 years in 2010.
Please wish our parents a Happy 50th
Anniversary when you see them.

For Fools and
Drunks

Marvin had
spent
more
than two weeks in the hospital trying to clear up a
clogged lung. When the
final test results arrived,
he had more than respiratory issues. He had cancer.
Marvin wasn’t surprised. I
visited him as he recovered
from the minor surgery that
placed a plastic tube into his
chest, a tube that will deliver the cancer-killing chemicals to his malignant lung.
“Let me tell you a story,”
Marvin said. “I was hung
over one Sunday morning
when my friends came to
get me to go down to the
river, and like fools, we
plunged in. I got caught in
a vortex, and it sucked me
under the water. I fought for

what seemed like an hour,
but I know now it was only
for a few minutes. I could
see daylight, but couldn’t
reach it. I knew I was going
to drown. It was then God
spoke to me: ‘Son, go on
down,’ He said. But I kept
fighting. He spoke again,
‘Son, go on down.’
“Finally, I gave up and let
the vortex suck me down
into the river. I popped
right out on the surface and
just feet from the bank and
lived to fight another day.”
Marvin then fell silent for a
long time. When he broke
the silence he said, “I guess
it’s true. God looks out for
fools and drunks; because
I’ve been both of those.”
Marvin will not be cured,
but he sure is getting well.
He’s healing. There is a difference between the two.

A cure is a quick fix, an
alleviation of suffering, an
elimination of symptoms. A
cure will help the body and
might add days to life. But
getting well, healing, being
made whole—this is something different altogether.
Getting well may not help
the body, but it can restore
the soul. And Marvin, he is
getting well.
I refuse to entertain the
notion that he is “terminal.”
Even with a new diagnosis
of cancer and difficult days
of treatment ahead, he was
very much alive and well. I
hope I get a few more visits
with Marvin before his ultimate healing. I want to hear
more of his stories. I want
to learn, once again, of the
relentless pursuit of God’s
grace. And I want to scrape
together the clues of how
we can all be healed. “God
looks out for fools and
drunks.” Amen, Marvin. He
sure does.
Ronnie McBrayer is a
syndicated columnist, blogger, pastor, and author of
multiple books. Visit his
website at www.ronniemcbrayer.net and listen to his
talks by going to his You
Tube channel, A simple
faith.

LEONE MARIE DAVIS

Mrs.
Leone
Marie Davis of
Cedar Springs,
Michigan, age
89,
passed
away
into
the arms of
her
Lord
and
Savior
on
Sunday,
March
1,
2015. She was
born to Frank
and Auril (Wells) Middleton on Friday,
August 21, 1925 in Grant, Michigan and
had been a life-long resident of the West
Michigan area. During her childhood, she
was raised on several farms in the Grant,
Bailey, Casnovia, and Kent City areas. This
sustainable lifestyle served as a blessing for
a child growing up during the Depression
era. As a child she always found herself
picking string beans and cucumbers. Leone
attended the Free Methodist Church.
She loved to attend Sunday school and
prepared funeral lunches. In addition to
being a homemaker, Leone also worked for
Wolverine Worldwide for 21 years and was
a cook and prep cook at Kelly’s Restaurant
where she was well known for her croutons.
Leone loved many things in life, such as
square dancing since she was a young girl,
and going to the Montcalm County 4-H
Fair in Greenville. However, the love she
had for her family and the faith she had
in her Lord, was truly immeasurable. She
was a loving and devoted wife, wonderful
mother and mother-in-law, and the best
grandmother anyone could ask for. She will
be sadly missed and fondly remembered
by family, friends, and all those who
knew her. Leone is survived by her loving
children Skip (Cindy) Davis and Sharon
DeVries; five grandchildren; eleven great
grandchildren; one great-great grandchild;
siblings Barth Middleton, Francis “Butch”
(Glenda) Middleton, Opal Waller, Lucille
Middleton; and many nieces and nephews.
She was preceded in death by her husband
Charles Davis in 1992; son-in-law, Don
DeVries; and siblings Vera Armstrong,
Agnes Feikema, Cleo Middleton, and Clair
Middleton. Visitation was held on Tuesday,
March 3, 2015, and funeral service for Leone
was celebrated at 11:00 a.m. on Wednesday,
March 4, 2015, at Pederson Funeral
Home. Interment will be in Courtland
Township Cemetery. Those wishing to offer
expressions of sympathy are encouraged to
make a memorial contribution to Tri-County
Country 4-H Club, 16161 Wickert Avenue,
Sand Lake, MI 49343.
Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home
www.pedersonfuneralhome.com

Church Connection
spiritual notes • announcements • memories

is online @ w w w . c e d a r s p r i n g s p o s t . c o m

at home or away...
we’re just a click away!

MAXINE LOUISE POWELL

Mrs. Maxine
Louise Powell
of
Cedar
Springs,
Michigan, age
90,
passed
away in the
comfort
of
her home and
into the arms
of her Lord
and Savior on
Sunday, March
1, 2015. She was born to Howard and Emma
(Fisk) Kilts in Solon Township, on Sunday,
November 16, 1924 and had been a life-long
resident of the area. As a homemaker, the
most honorable profession, Maxine raised
her family traditionally. She always enjoyed
being near her family, providing and
caring for them. Her wonderful homemade
desserts, would surely keep them close. In
her free time, she enjoyed reading country
cooking and decorating magazines and was
a dedicated Detroit Tigers fan. Maxine was a
loving and devoted wife, wonderful mother,
and the best grandmother anyone could ask
for. Her faith was strong as well and important
to her. She was a long-time member of Cedar
Creek Church. Maxine is survived by her
wonderful and beloved husband of sixtynine years, Russell Powell; loving children
Steve (Cindy) Powell, Linda (Chuck)
Minker, Christine (Ross) Robinson, James
(Cindy) Powell, David (Vicki) Powell, and
Michael Powell; twenty-two grandchildren;
twenty-five great grandchildren; five greatgreat grandchildren; brother Walter Kilts;
sister Barbara Jean Wainright; sister-in-laws
Betty and Lois Kilts; and numerous nieces
and nephews. She was preceded in death by
her parents; grandchildren Jamie and Jacob
Powell; brothers Lavern and Norm Kilts;
brother-in-law Jack Wainright; and sister-inlaw Dorothy Kilts. A time of visitation was
held from 2:00 until 4:00 p.m. and from 6:00
until 8:00 p.m. on Tuesday, March 3, 2015,
at Pederson Funeral Home, 127 N. Monroe
Street NE, Rockford, MI 49341. The funeral
service for Maxine was celebrated at 2:00
p.m. on Wednesday, March 4, 2015, at
Pederson Funeral Home. Rev. Richard
Nichols will be officiating. Interment will
be at Algoma Township Cemetery.
Arrangements by Pederson Funeral Home
www.pedersonfuneralhome.com
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SUSAN W. CADWELL

Susan
W.
Cadwell,
64
of Sand Lake,
died Tuesday,
March 3, 2015
at her home.
Susan was born
September 17,
1950 in Sparta,
Michigan,
the
daughter
of Lester and
Doris (Line) Cadwell. She had worked at
Trini’s in Sparta as a waitress. She was a
good mother and sister and had a great
love for her grandchildren. Surviving are
her son, Jason (Pamela) Cadwell; seven
grandchildren and three great grandchildren;
sister, Julie (Ray) Bush. She was preceded
in death by her daughter, Amy and a sister,
Cher Whitesell. A memorial visitation and
luncheon will be held Saturday, March 7
from 1-3 p.m. at Cedar Creek Community
Church, 2969 14 Mile Road in Sparta.
Arrangements by Bliss-Witters & Pike
Funeral Home, Cedar Springs.
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Voices / views

EarthTalk®

E - The Environmental Magazine

Thursday, March 5, 2015

Social Security
questions and answers

Dear EarthTalk: What is the “National Food Policy” that
environmentalists and foodies are asking President Obama
to enact by Executive Order, and how would it affect American diets?
									
-- Justin Brockway, Los Angeles, CA
By: Vonda VanTil, Social Security Public Affairs Specialist

A November 2014 op-ed piece in The Washington Post
entitled “How a National Food Policy Could Save Millions of American Lives” makes the case for President
Obama to sign into law an executive order establishing
a national food policy for managing the nation’s food
system as a whole.
Authored by food writers Mark Bittman and Michael
Pollan, along with Union of Concerned Scientists’ Ricardo Salvador and United Nations Special Rapporteur
on the Right to Food, Olivier De Schutter, the op-ed
states that because of unhealthy diets, a third of our kids
will develop Type 2 diabetes—a preventable disease
that was formerly rare in children.
“Type 2 diabetes is a disease that, along with its associated effects, now costs $245 billion, or 23 percent
of the national deficit in 2012, to treat each year,” the
authors note. “The good news is that solutions are within reach—precisely because the problems are largely a Existing federal guidelines for the U.S. diet, known as MyPlate, recommend that half the food we eat should be fruits and vegetables, yet these
result of government policies.” The authors cite Brazil foods are granted less than one percent of farm subsidies.
and Mexico—countries they consider “far ahead of the
United States in developing food policies”—as examples erate reduction in soft drink consumption by children and
for positive change: “Mexico’s recognition of food as a key adolescents; however “this reduction in soda consumption
driver of public health led to the passage last year of a na- is completely offset by increases in consumption of other
tional tax on junk food and soda, which in the first year has high-calorie drinks.” Furthermore, in 2010, former New
reduced consumption of sugary beverages by 10 percent York City mayor Michael Bloomberg stated that “an extra
12 cents on a can of soda would raise nearly $1 billion,”
and increased consumption of water.”
While the White House has not responded in any way which suggests that government officials expect people to
to the suggestion thus far, the article’s message that the continue buying soda despite the tax.
Even though passing a soda tax has proven to be concurrent food system has caused “incalculable damage” retroversial, The Washington Post op-ed clearly points out
mains alarming.
Whether or not to pass our own tax on junk food and soda the federal government’s contradictions concerning food.
in the U.S. has been the subject of much debate in recent Existing federal guidelines for the U.S. diet, known as Myyears. Some say it’s deceitful to suggest that a tax on so- Plate, recommend that half the food we eat should be fruits
das is necessary to curb obesity and Type 2 diabetes when and vegetables, yet these foods are granted less than one
numerous other unhealthy options like sugary caffeinated percent of farm subsidies. Meanwhile, more than 60 perbeverages, candy, ice cream, fast food and video games cent of subsidies go toward corn and other grains. The rethat promote sedentary behavior would still be widely sult, the op-ed states, is the “spectacle of Michelle Obama
available. A 2009 study published in the Journal of Public warning Americans to avoid high-fructose corn syrup at the
Economics suggests that soft drink taxation leads to a mod- same time the president is signing farm bills that subsidize
its production.”
EarthTalk® is produced by Doug Moss & Roddy Scheer
and is a registered trademark of Earth Action Network Inc.
View past columns at: www.earthtalk.org. Or e-mail us
your question: earthtalk@emagazine.com.

Post Scripts

NOTICE

Question: I am very happy that I was just approved to
receive disability benefits. How long will it be before I get
my first payment?
Answer: If you’re eligible for Social Security disability
benefits, there is a five-month waiting period before your
benefits begin. We’ll pay your first benefit for the sixth full
month after the date we find your disability began. For example, if your disability began on June 15, 2015, your first
benefit would be paid for the month of December 2015, the
sixth full month of disability, and you would receive your
first benefit payment in January 2016. You can read more
about the disability benefits approval process at www.socialsecurity.gov/dibplan/dapproval.htm.
Question: I’m applying for disability benefits, and I read
about “substantial gainful activity.” What is that?
Answer: The term “substantial gainful activity,” or SGA,
is used to describe a level of work activity and earnings.
Work is “substantial” if it involves doing significant physical or mental activities or a combination of both. If you are
working and earn more than a certain amount, we generally
consider that you are engaging in substantial gainful activity. In this case, you wouldn’t be eligible for disability benefits. You can read more about how we define substantial
gainful activity at www.socialsecurity.gov/OACT/COLA/
sga.html.
Question: My father gets Supplemental Security Income
(SSI) for a disability. He is now legally blind and wants to
receive information from Social Security in an alternative
format. How do I help him?
Answer: Social Security is dedicated to providing vital
information in the most effective way for every recipient.
There are several ways to receive information from us if
you’re blind or have a visual impairment. You can choose to
receive Braille notices and a standard print notice by firstclass mail; a Microsoft Word file on a data compact disc
(CD) and a print standard notice by first-class mail; an audio CD and a standard print notice by first-class mail; or a
large print (18-point size) notice and a standard print notice
by first-class mail. You can request these special notice options by visiting www.socialsecurity.gov/people/blind.
Security - continues on page 13

The Cedar Springs Post welcomes letters of
up to 350 words. The subject should be relevant to local readers, and the editor reserves
the right to reject letters or edit for clarity,
length, good taste, accuracy, and liability
concerns. All submissions MUST be accompanied by full name, mailing address and
daytime phone number. We use this information to verify the letter’s authenticity. We do
not print anonymous letters, or acknowledge
letters we do not use. Writers are limited to
one letter per month. Email to news@cedarspringspost.com, or send to PostScripts,
Cedar Springs Post, PO Box 370, Cedar
Springs, MI 49319.

CEDAR SPRINGS
LIONS CLUB
is looking for new
members!

If you ever wanted to give back to the
community, volunteer, and have fun
now is your chance!

Give us a call at

616-813-1812
and learn how!

$ DollarVille $
Cedar Rock Mall | 14 Mile Rd., Rockford

20% Off
ONE ITEM w/ coupon*

Check out the new

JACK’s DEALS

great in-store specials, as well
as pre-owned items.

Great St. Pat’s selection, aisle 3!
Sun.12-5, M-S 9-6pm

616-866-8912

*Cannot be combined with other offers, 1 coupon per person. Exp. 3•18•15.

SPENCER TOWNSHIP BRANCH
14960 Meddler Ave.
1-877-243-2466 (toll free)
Monday & Wednesday: 9:30 AM – 5:00 PM
Tuesday & Thursday: 12:00 – 8:00 PM
Friday: 12:00 – 5:00 PM
Saturday: 9:30 AM – 1:30 PM
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Arts/entertainment

H

ometown
Happenings

Hometown Happenings articles are a community service for nonprofit agencies only. Due to popular demand for placement in this
section, we can no longer run all articles. Deadline for articles is
Monday at 5 p.m. This is not guaranteed space. Articles will run as
space allows. Guaranteed placement is $10, certain restrictions
may apply. You now can email your Hometown Happenings to
happenings@cedarspringspost.com please include name and
phone number for any questions we may have.

held 4 pm Sunday, March 15th at the Cedar Springs United
Methodist Church, 140 South Main Street. Admission
is free and includes a traditional Corn Beef and Cabbage
Dinner or a Chicken Nugget with Mac and Cheese dinner.
Enjoy dinner with traditional and inspirational Irish music.
You may even catch a glimpse of The Saint Himself.
Contributions for outreach are accepted. Free tickets
are required to ensure a seat and may be ordered at The
Cedar Springs United Methodist Church, Saint John Paul
II Church, The Barn, Copies Plus or Take 2 Game Shop.
#9,10p

St. Patty’s Scavenger Hunt

Rebos House, 10 N. First St., Cedar Springs is open on
Sunday, 9 am, 2 pm and 7 pm. Monday, noon, 7 pm Big
Book, 8:15pm, Tuesday, noon, 5:30 women’s, 7 pm men’s
& women’s. Wednesday, noon, 7 pm 12X12, 8:15 pm.
Thursday, noon, 7 pm, Alanon 7 pm. Friday, noon, 7 pm
and Saturday, 8:30 am, 10 am, 2 pm and 7 pm. #9

Mar. 15: Celebrate the Holiday with a “Nature Scavenger
Hunt.” There will be prizes. Fun for all ages. Hidden things
will be in our center and outdoors, so rain or shine come
find that pot of gold! For all ages. Sunday, March 15th from
2:30 – 4 pm. Donation of $5 per person. See our website
for details. Howard Christensen Nature Center, 16190 Red
Pine Drive, Kent City. 616-675-3158. www.lilysfrogpad.
com. #9

Fish Fry at the Legion

Michigan Blood Drive

AA Meetings at Rebos House

Mar. 6: Now serving Alaskan Pollock! The American
Legion in Cedar Springs on the corner of Main and Beech
Streets, is hosting a fish fry on Friday, March 6th from 5 to
7 pm. Fish fries, coleslaw, dinner roll, coffee, punch and
dessert. $8 per person, all you can eat. #9

Snowmobile Museum Show & Swap

Mar. 7: The West Michigan Snowmobile Museum and
Library is holding a Show & Swap on the museum grounds.
Saturday, March 7th from 9 am to 4 pm. All sleds welcome!
Trophies for 10 classes, food and raffles. Sled Raffle in
honor of board member Bob Shively. 13969 Francis Way,
Cedar Springs, 616-636-7232. #9p

Languages of Love

Mar. 10: Rescheduled from Feb. 24th. Anne King, Teach
& Motivation Consultant is the featured speaker. There
are five basic love languages – five ways to express love
emotionally. Each person has a primary love language that
we must learn to speak if we want that person to feel loved.
Learn to identify your language, the language of your family
members and how to best relate to your child. Tuesday,
March 10th at the Cedar Springs High School Auditorium
from 6:30 to 8 pm. Sessions are open to parents, students
and community members. #9

Free Nutrition Classes

Mar. 12: Free Nutrition Classes beginning March 12 at 11
am at Solon Center Wesleyan Church, 15671 Algoma Ave.
“Eat Healthy, Be Active.” This class is presented thru the
Michigan State University Extension. This will be a 6 week
course. Please call the church office to register. 616-6963229. #9,10p

CS 1995 State Wrestling Championship
Reunion

Mar. 21: What a season to remember! Cedar’s wrestling
team traveled to Battle Creek and brought home the State
Trophy! It’s been 20 years already. So, lets celebrate it again
and travel down memory lane. Join the 1995 wrestling
team, coaches, parents and all other supporters on Saturday,
March 21st at 6 pm in the High School cafeteria for a time of
refreshments and fellowship. At 7 pm we will move to the
gymnasium to spend some time capturing some of the best
pictures and lots of fond memories that we all experienced
during that exciting season. For more information, contact
Gail Armstron at 616-984-6033 or Brandon Wood at 616916-9751. Hope to see lots of you there! #9

JOKE
of theWeek
Supporting a family

Jake had proposed to young Gina and was being interviewed by his prospective father-in-law.
“Do you think you are earning enough to support a
family?” the older man asked the suitor.
“Yes, sir,” replied Jake, “I’m sure I am.”
“Think carefully now,” said Gina’s father.
“There are twelve of us...”

This Joke of the Week is
brought to you by

classic kelly’s
A Finer Family Restaurant and Catering

356 North Main St., Cedar Springs
(616) 696-0620

Hours:
Mon., Tues., & Fri.
12:00 pm - 6:00 pm
Wednesday
10:00 am - 7:00 pm
Saturday
10:00 am -1:00 pm

43 West Cherry St
Cedar Springs, MI 49319
616-696-1910
email: ced@llcoop.org

http://cedarspringslibrary.org

now Showing
DIGITAL Movies at the

Kent theatre
march
6•7•8

th

KDL Lab: Get Revved Up

Mar. 12: Interested in cars? Want to learn how an engine
works? Create your own rubber band car, help us build an
engine model and even design you won style of car or truck.
For all ages. Thursday, March 12th at 6 pm at the Spencer
Township KDL Branch, 14960 Meddler Ave, Gowen. #9

St. Patrick’s Festival

Mar. 17: Michigan Blood Drive, March 17th from 2 – 7 pm,
sponsored by the Solon Center Wesleyan Church Outreach
Team. Anyone who attempts to give blood will be entered
into a drawing for a $100 Meijer Gift Card. Appointments
are appreciated, however, walk-ins are welcome! Located
at 15671 Algoma Ave. 616-696-3229. Be a Hero, Give
Blood! #9,10p

Mar. 15: The second annual Saint Patrick’s Festival will be

Page 7

ShowtimeS:

Your infant is crawling, your crawler is
toddling, your toddler is running, what do
you do with all those toys and clothes
that they have outgrown?
Sell them at:
Courtland-Oakfield United Methodist Church
10295 Myers Lake NE
Sign up for a free table at coumc.com or
call the church, 616-866-4298, for more information.
(No vendors, please).

Fri: 6PM • 9PM
Sat: 3PM • 6PM • 9PM
Sun: 3PM • 6PM

ONLY $3.00
616-696-SHOW
7469

DIGITAL Movie Tickets
8 N. Main St. • Cedar Springs
www.kenttheatre.com

coming Soon:

mar. 13-16

Live on St
age

mar. 19-21

*Planned movie titles may be changed by the distributor

March 22, 2015

Album
Release
Party

Bobbie Curtis Lee
My name is Bobbie Augustine and I am a local
artist from the Cannonsburg area. I have been
writing songs and producing my album since I was
15 years old. 3 years later, I am happy to say that
it is completed. I am hosting an event of celebration
with the community, family, and friends on the
release date of my album.
I will personally be performing some of the tracks
from my album at 4pm at this event.
I hope to see everyone there!

Free chips and drinks!
Live acoustic
performance
Completed albums
being sold for $10
Held at

The Honeycreek Inn
8025 Cannonsburg Rd. NE
Rockford, MI 49341
Date & Time:
March 22, 2015
from 2-5pm

visit me at http://facebook.com/BobbieCurtisLeeMusic
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Cedar Springs Public Schools
This school page is Cedar View Family Fitness Fun
brought to you by... Andy Secor, Principal

20635 W. Stanton Rd.
Pierson

616-636-8289

CedaR SPRINGS
public
schools
excellence & Innovation

616-696-1204

3575 14 Mile Rd.

616-866-7670

Cedar View welcomed over 250
people to “Family Fitness Fun” on
Thursday
night!
This is our second
year of holding family nights and we
are building off our
great success with
“Math Night” in the
fall. We had a certified instructor doing
kickboxing in the gym, a zumba instructor in the cafeteria, and boot camp with Mr. Secor
in the media center. I have attached a handful of pictures (see more on twitter @secorsig).
The YMCA brought a taste-tester with healthy food. Jennifer Willette, Lana Kamer, our
high school Red Hawk athletes, and our PTO helped to secure and organize healthy snack
bags for students and parents. A huge thank you goes out to the PTO, the Cedar View
“family night” committee, and all Cedar View staff who attended, advertised, or helped
with set-up. Thank you to parents who brought their students out and got a great workout in! Just another reminder of the strong bond between school and community here in
Cedar Springs! This is truly a special place. Look for family night #3 coming this spring!

A Step in the Right Direction at Red Hawk
Elementary
April Stevens, Principal

4116 17 Mile Road
Cedar Springs

616-696-9610

P ST
The

36 E. Maple St.
Cedar Springs

616-696-3655

8450 Shaner Ave.
Rockford

616-866-0724

8955 Sparta Ave.
Sparta

Students are taking a step
in the right direction by performing random acts of kindness at Red Hawk. Names of
the students caught in the act
are written on “shoes” and
placed around the perimeter of the hallways. Currently, there are over 400 shoes walking
along the Red Hawk walls. Teachers (and even our principal!) are stepping up by wearing
the red Converse shoes on Early Release days.

Math Night at Beach Elementary
Ken See, Principal

On Thursday, February 5,
the Beach staff in conjunction with the PTO sponsored
a Parent Math Curriculum
night. Parents were invited
to bring their Beach student
to come and hear about how
Every Day Math is taught
here at school. Parents had
the chance to play math
games with their child and
to learn about some online
resources they could use at
home to support their child
in math. The night ended with a pizza dinner served by the Beach PTO. We had 515 of
our parents and students in attendance. Thank you to everyone!

Zero the
Hero

616-887-1791

Zero the Hero (a.k.a
Principal Duffy) made
a special appearance
at Cedar Trails Friday,
February 6 to celebrate
100 day.

Spelling Bee
winner

Regional Spelling Bee at
Middle School on February
10. 1st place Victoria De
Leon! Go Redhawks!

Gators demonstrate successful reading
program

Victoria De Leon

At the February 9th Board
of Education Meeting,
Principal Ken See brought
along his GATORS team
and students to demonstrate
this successful reading program. Board members were
asked to check out how
this program works. Great
job GATORS! Keep up the
good work!

Spring 2015 Parent
Teacher Conferences
Mon, 03/09:
		
		
		
Tues, 03/10:
Wed, 03/11:
		
Thurs, 03/12:
Mon, 03/23:
Tues, 03/24:
Wed, 03/25:
		

Cedar Trails
Beach
Cedar View
New Beginnings
New Beginnings
Beach
Cedar View
Cedar Trails
Red Hawk
High School
Red Hawk
High School

3:45 – 6:45
3:45 – 6:45
3:45 – 6:45
5:00 – 6:30
2:30 – 4:00
3:45 – 6:45
3:45 – 6:45
3:45 – 6:45
4:00 – 7:15
5:00 – 7:30
3:00 – 6:15
3:00 – 5:30

Upcoming Events:
March 13, 2015:		
March 20, 2015:		
March 27, 2015:		
April 3 – April 10, 2015:
				
April 13, 2015:			

Student Early Release Day
End of 3rd quarter (6-12 grades)
Student Early Release Day
Spring Break – No School for
Students
Students return from Spring Break

Spring Weather Policy

Occasionally, adverse weather conditions or other emergency
situations may make it necessary to cancel school, delay the start
of school, cancel evening activities or run buses on main/paved
roads only. When these situations occur, notice will be communicated to WOOD TV 8, WXMI TV 17, and WZZM TV 13
through the Grand Rapids Area Information Line (GRAIL) to all
subscribing area media. GRAIL stations include:
RADIO - AM: WGVU 1480, WJNZ 1140, WNWZ 1410,
WOOD 1300, WTKG 1230
FM: WGRD 97.9, WGVU 88.5, WJQK 99.3, WKLQ 94.5,
WLAV 96.9, WLHT 95.7, WODJ 107.3, WOOD 105.7 FM,
WSNX 104.5, WTRV 100.5, WVTI 96.1
TELEVISION - WOOD TV 8, WXMI TV 17, WZZM TV 13
Tornado Watch: If a Tornado Watch is in effect at regular dismissal times, students will be dismissed to their normal bus runs.
Weather conditions will be evaluated for walkers and, if unsafe,
these students will be held at school and their parents notified.
Students who drive will be released.
Tornado Warning: If a Tornado Warning is in effect, or if a
tornado appears, during regular school hours, children will be
kept at school in predetermined shelter areas until the warning
is lifted. All students including those who walk and drive will be
held in school until the warning is lifted or parents pick them up.
After Hours School Activities: If a Tornado Watch or Tornado
Warning is announced during school hours, all after-school and
evening activities will be CANCELLED. If an “ALL CLEAR”
is announced TWO Hours prior to the starting time of an activity,
it shall meet as scheduled. When school evening activities are
canceled, this cancellation also includes all clubs, organizations
and extra-curricular events held on campus and scheduled for that
evening.
Athletic Events: Cancellations and/or postponements of athletic events will be determined after 1:30 p.m. on the day of the
event and posted on the homepage of the district website under
Closings & Delays and the Closings & Delays webpage. Please
do not call the main office for this information, if at all possible.
Parents….
If you are concerned you may pick up your children at any
time during a tornado “watch” or “warning” and must sign them
out in the appropriate office. Parents may NOT pick up children
other than their own unless written permission is on file at the
school office.
Do NOT call the school building inquiring about tornado procedures during the period of a tornado “watch” or “warning” because telephone lines are needed for emergency communication.
Please have a plan for your children when no one will be at
home upon arrival from school. Individuals can also call our
automated phone system at (616) 696-1204, (press option 1) for
cancellation and delay updates.
In the event of a 2-hour delay, students will be picked up by the
bus approximately 2 hours later than their routine pick-up time.
Morning Early Childhood Special Education (ECSE) and morning preschool classes will be cancelled.
Campus Kids will be open on days that school is closed and / or
delayed unless otherwise noted in school closing announcements.
Buses will not transport students to Kent Career and Technical Center for 1st session when a school delay or cancellation is
issued. Students will be given a weather-related absence at KC/
TC when we are officially not transporting them. Students who
choose to drive personal vehicles to KC/TC on school delays or
cancellations assume responsibility for their decision.
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Sports

Red Hawk bowlers take second in conference, regionals

Rebecca Williams, Kyle Knarr and Jacob Cartwright made All confer- Red Hawk bowlers Jacob Cartwright, Rebecca Williams, Kyle Knarr and Red Hawk bowlers Kyle Knarr, Emma Schut and Jacob Cartwright are
ence in bowling.
Allyson Marvel received medals for top 10 high scores.
headed to state March 6 and 7.

Both the Cedar Springs
boys bowling team and girls
bowling team finished in
second place in their conferences.
The post season conference was held at Northfield
Lanes on February 14.
They had one girl and two
boys make all conference.

Rebecca Williams finished
in 5th in the conference
with a 166.6 average; Jacob
Cartwright finished 4th in
the conference with a 203.4
average; and Kyle Knarr finished 6th in the conference
with a 199.9 average.
Two girls and one boy
made all conference honor-

able mention: Emma Schut
with a 160.8 average; Allyson Marvel with a 155 average and Blake Fisk with a
194.5 average.
Two girls and two boys
also received medals during
the post-season conference
for the top 10 scores of
the day. Rebecca Williams

placed 4th with a 193 and
180 game for a 373 total; Allyson marvel placed 6th with
a 180 and 140 game for a 320
total; Kyle Knarr placed 9th
with a 235 and 160 game for
a 395 total; and Jacob Cartwright placed 10th with a
166 and 216 game for a 382
total.

Regionals were at Sherman Lanes in Muskegon, on
Friday, February 27, for the
team event. The boys placed
second, missing first by 13
pins. This qualifies them to
go on to state.
The single event for regionals took place on Saturday, February 28. Kyle Knarr

took second place, and Jacob
Cartwright took first place,
which qualifies them to go on
to state.
Emma Schut took 9th
place in the single event and
this also qualifies her to go on
to state. State will be held in
Waterford on Friday, March
6 and Saturday March 7.

WMP grapplers place 14 in top four Middle School
the 4/5/6 Novice age
This past weekgroup in the 37/40 lb
end’s Western Rewt class.
gion tournament
3rd Place Medalwas held by the
ist include AnthoAllendale
Falny Szubinski Jr. in
cons, where West
the 9/10 Open age
Michigan Pursuit
group in the 67 lb wt
brought 22 grapclass.
plers to compete
2nd Place Medaland placed 14 in
ists include Landon
the top four. The
Demorest in the 9/10
team battled 67
Open age group in
times, with 35 endthe 55/59 lb wt class,
ing in victory.
Joshua Howard in
“Hard
work,
the 9/10 Novice age
dedication
and
group in the 90 lb wt
perseverance are
West Michigan Pursuit wrestlers with their medals.
class, Josh Vasquez
things that can’t be
taught. The skills and technique that take those three qualities can in the 7/8 Open age group in the 49/52 lb wt class and Maston
be and will maximize their ability to become a top competitor,” Wood in the 9/10 Open age group in the 130 lb wt class.
Champions are Gage Bowen in the 7/8 Open age group in the
said owner and Head Coach, Dave Andrus. Results are as follows:
4th Place Medalists include Jordan Andrus in the High School 97 lb wt class, Chayson Eberspeaker in the 4/5/6 Novice age
15/16 age group in the 128 lb wt class, Aiden Bouwens in the group in the 55 lb wt class, Derek Egan in the 13/14 Novice age
11/12 Open age group in the 119 lb wt class, Xavier Contreras in group in the 90/95 lb wt class and Jayden Marcano-Cruz in the
the 9/10 Open age group in the 75 lb wt class, Owen Meinke in the 4/5/6 Novice age group in the 46 lb wt class.
9/10 Novice age group in the 71 lb wt class and Caleigh Wood in

Youth wrestlers take top spots
Cedar Springs youth wrestlers have
continued to win by wrestling in numerous tournaments during the month of
February.
At Lakewood on February 8, the top
placers were:
5/6 1st Veronica Tapia 40lb
3rd Analize Tapia 43lb
7/8 2nd Pistachio Gonzales 61lb
3rd Wyatt Cooper 97lb
9/10 3rd Tacho Gonzales 71lb
1st Andrew Vanessa 75lb
11/12 3rd Trever Marsman 70lb
At Holt on February 8:
1st Gage Gardner 170lb
At Sparta on February 15:
5/6 4th Eli Gunderson 37lb
1st Veronica Tapia 40lb
2nd Tucker Crystal 40lb
4th Analize Tapia 43lb
4th Taylor Gundersen 46lb
4th Jonathan Libera 52lb
1st Tyler Parmeter 55lb
7/8 3rd Luke Bouwens 49lb
4th Keaton Klaasen 55lb
2nd Pistachio Gonzales 58lb
3rd Owen Bouwens 72lb
1st Wyatt Cooper 112lb
Wrestlers - continues on page 13

1565 Dagget Road
Pierson

Robinson

616-636-5565
887-2060

Grapplers 6-0

Red Hawk Allexis Gonzales (8th grade) grapples with her opponent.
Photo by Colleen White.

Story provided by Colleen White
The weather last week proved too much of a challenge
on Tuesday, February 24, requiring the meet against Greenville to be canceled. However, Thursday, February 26 arrived with perfect traveling weather for the trip to Wayland.
Our young Red Hawks started with an early lead. Then
Wayland stepped up their game, tying the meet at the halfway point. The excitement continued as each team vied for
the lead. In the end, despite Wayland’s valiant effort, Cedar
Springs prevailed 51-33.
“We had a tough match tonight. Coach Wood and I are
very proud of the way our team stepped up to the challenge,” stated Coach Bill VanHam.
This week the Red Hawks faced Comstock Park on Tuesday, March 3, and will face Sparta on Thursday, March 5, at
Sparta Middle School. They also have a team tournament at
Sparta High School on Saturday, March 7.
Mark your calendars for the final home meet on March
10 at Cedar Springs Middle School. Start time is 4:15pm.
Wear your red to show your Red Hawk Pride and come
cheer our young grapplers as they face Northview.

Your
local floor-covering
Your hometown
floor-covering store
store
for
years
for 34
33 years

Septic cleaning, llc

w w w.robinsonseptic.net

If you can’t flush... you may need us!
Portable toilet rentals
Serving Cedar Springs, Sand Lake, Howard City
and surrounding areas since 1979

Rockford Floor Covering, Inc.
Visit us at 10704 Northland Drive

616-866-2748
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DNR’s annual frog
Limits of Cold Tolerance survey marks 20th year
Ranger Steve’s Nature Niche

Mike’s water line burst in
the crawl space at -23 F, Charlie and Julianne had the main
water line to the house freeze
at -16 F, and we had a kitchBy Ranger Steve Mueller
en waterline freeze. Mike
replaced a 6-inch section of
piping and the others, with quick attention, were thawed with
no damage.
Significant below zero temperatures in the area have not
occurred in 20 years. Cold air settles in the lowland at Ody
Brook. During a recent week, two days experienced -15 F and
another -16 F.
For wildlife the cold can be more than an inconvenience.
Locally millions of animals, mostly insects, likely froze during
February’s cold snap. Some survivors were probably maimed.
Such events are hidden from our view. Opossums have established more northerly and we can expect frostbit, stub-tailed
animals this spring unless the naked tailed animals had well
protected shelters. Many opossums likely froze because they
do not have a well-developed under fur and protective guard
hairs like mammals better adapted to this climate.
Insect species inhabit areas with suitable climate and expand
populations northward when milder climatic conditions allow.
Each year Painted Lady butterflies immigrate northward, reproduce, and late season offspring succumb during winter.
Other species have partial success until an extreme winter ends
range expansion. Life expands, from best survival conditions
in core habitat areas, to outlying fringe areas, where generations over time might develop survival adaptations to new
conditions. The new local genotype adaptations get passed on
to offspring.
Flowering Dogwood trees from Georgia, sold at plant nurseries in Michigan, will not be as hardy as those with local genotypes developed in a northern climate. Nursery purchasing
agents probably buy appropriate plant stock but ask for stock
origin when buying.
Over-wintering Giant Swallowtail butterflies spend the winter in pupae and are thought to die during Michigan winters.
Most probably do but there might be exceptions. I’ve found
them in some habitats year after year and not in suitable neigh-

boring habitats. That indicates that some populations have succeeded in isolated areas. In the mid 1990’s, -30 F eliminated
the Giant Swallowtail from even those limited areas. It was
several years before immigrants established colonies in those
areas again.
Eastern Bluebirds used nest boxes at Ody Brook but the -30
F froze a bird during the night. In the morning a survivor sharing the nest box tried to leave but its wing feathers were frozen
to the dead bird and it could not break free. It was found hanging dead outside the nest box hole. I wonder if more birds had
huddled in the box and survived.
Nuthatches, Brown Creepers, chickadees and many other
birds spend the winter picking millions of hibernating insects
from vegetation. Even one failed food-finding day could spell
death and successive day failures result in starvation. Fortunately the Black-capped Chickadee has a hibernation-like torpor during the night to help it save energy and survive. Once
I saw a chickadee eating a dead chickadee and it insured existence through another winter’s day.
A multitude of insects undoubtedly perished in recent cold
but their bodies continue as food for other animals, fungi, bacteria, and Protozoans. Those that selected winter hibernation
sites that became buried in snow have a better chance for survival. Deep snow is fortunate. The Viceroy butterfly winters as
a tiny 1/8-inch long caterpillar in a curled willow leaf tied with
silk to the twig. Will its nature niche adaptations developed
over millennia ensure survival this year? Interestingly, Florida
Viceroy genotypes have developed unique genotype adaptations to that climate and its predators.
Local aspens might not be adapted to -20 F and many could
experience tree bark splitting injuries in extended cold, while
those in northern Canada have adaptations to survive to -40 F.
Take a walk to look for fresh splits in tree trunks and branches. They are good places to watch birds and squirrels eating
sap-sickles when tree juices flow. Yes, its time for us to taste
sugary sap-sickles. Any season is good for nature exploration.
Natural history questions or topic suggestions can be directed to Ranger Steve (Mueller) at odybrook@chartermi.net Ody
Brook, 13010 Northland Dr, Cedar Springs, MI 49319-8433,
or call 616-696-1753.

The Department of Natural Resources announced this
week that its 20th annual statewide Frog and Toad Survey
would begin this spring. Michigan’s survey is second only
to Wisconsin’s in longevity.
The DNR Wildlife Division coordinates and analyzes
data for the survey, while volunteers throughout the state
conduct the field work for the survey. These annual survey
efforts help biologists monitor frog and toad abundance
and distribution in the state.
“We have collected a large, valuable data set to help us
evaluate Michigan’s frog and toad populations,” said Lori
Sargent, the DNR’s survey coordinator. “We’re now able to
start watching trends and thinking about how to slow down
some of the species’ declines.”
For example, Sargent pointed out that over the past 19
years Michigan has seen a decline in Fowler’s toads and
mink frogs, two species that have a limited range in the
state, unlike most of the other species that occur statewide.
Declining populations of frogs, toads and other amphibians have been documented worldwide since the 1980s.
Studies suggest amphibians are disappearing due to habitat
loss, pollution, disease and collection.
Volunteer observers conduct the surveys along a statewide system of permanent survey routes, each consisting
frog - continues on page 13

DNR recommends charges Successful year for Master Angler
in elk-poaching case
program
Reward offered for other elk-poaching incidents
A Jackson County man
has confessed to the illegal killing of a small bull
elk during the firearm deer
season in Otsego County, according to Michigan
Department of Natural Resources conservation officers who investigated the
incident.
A passerby discovered
elk parts dumped along a
rural road Nov. 29, 2014. A
DNR conservation officer
investigating the scene located a grocery store receipt
among the entrails of an elk.
A six-week investigation
ensued, and they identified

and interviewed a suspect,
who confessed. The Otsego
County prosecutor is now
reviewing charges.
According to Lt. Jim Gorno, DNR law enforcement
supervisor in Gaylord, officers from southern Michigan, a diligent Report All
Poaching (RAP) Hotline
dispatcher, and a detective
from the department’s Special Investigations Unit assisted conservation officers
from the DNR’s Gaylord
Customer Service Ce nter
in the investigation.
“This case started with
very limited clues and ev-

idence, but
through solid
investigative follow-up, in
conjunction with excellent
teamwork being displayed
by several of our officers
around the state, it was
brought to a successful conclusion,” said Gorno. “It
shows diligence and tenacity in investigating cases involving our high-value fish
and game species.”
Elk poaching carries fines
of up to $2,500, restitution
to the state of up to $1,500,
loss of the firearm used in
the incident and loss of
poaching - continues on page 13

roWland’s

Muskegon St.
Cedar Springs

surPlus outlet 616-696-9716
We’ve got what you need for Winter!
Winter
gloves
and
hats
tarPs

snoW
shovels
groceries
and
hbc

Also visit our Greenville location Public Warehouse
for the same great deals - 1205 W. Washington St. • Greenville

The Michigan Department of Natural
Resources today announced the results
from its 2014 Master
Angler
program—a
program that has been
in place since 1973 to
recognize large fish
Did you know there are fish this size in Cedar Springs? Richard Virkstis, of
caught by recreational Walker, made the Master Angler list in 2011 when he caught this Northern
anglers. This past year, pike in Lime Lake, just west of Cedar Springs. It was 44.5 inches long, and
987 anglers represent- just under 20 lbs.
ing 19 states and Canby Aaron Slagh of Hol76 bluegill
ada submitted catches that
land); brown bullhead (3.77
60 crappie
were recognized as Master
pounds, caught on Alcona
57 channel catfish
Angler fish. That is a dePond by Jared Gusler of
56 rainbow trout
crease from the 1,208 fish
Fairview); black buffalo
54 rock bass
recognized in 2013. Of the
(41.25 pounds, caught on
37 walleye
entries accepted, 327 were
Master Angler entries for Bear Lake by Joshua Teucategorized as “catch and 2014 included five state nis of Grand Haven); and
keep” and 660 were cate- records, including flat- quillback carpsucker (8.25
gorized as “catch and re- head catfish (52.0 pounds, pounds, caught on Hardy
lease.” The most popular caught on Barron Lake by Dam Pond by Benjamin
2014 Master Angler entries Dale Blakley of Niles); Frey of Grand Rapids).
by species include:
white perch (1.93 pounds,
Submissions for the 2015
84 smallmouth bass
caught on Muskegon Lake Master Angler program are
being accepted now through
Jan. 10, 2016. To download
an application, visit michigan.gov/masterangler.
Anglers are encouraged to
submit their applications as
Your One Stop Sports Shop!
fish are caught, rather than
Nick & Bob MacTavish holding submissions until
N ew
the end of the year.
Sports Shop Hours: Mon. - Fri. 7am-8pm, Sat. - Sun. 6am-9pm
The DNR reminds anConvenience Store Hours: Mon. - Fri. 5am-10pm, Sat. 6am-10pm,
glers that it is now even
Sun. 6am-9pm
easier to participate in the
519 Ensley • Howard City • 231.937.4372
angler - continues on page 13

Mac’s
Rustic Sports
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Tax Time

Five key facts about
unemployment benefits
IRS Tax Tip 2014-30

If you lose your job, you may qualify for unemployment benefits. The payments may
serve as much needed relief. But did you know unemployment benefits are taxable? Here
are five key facts about unemployment compensation:

1. Unemployment is taxable.

McBride Accounting
INCOME TAX PREPARATION

Very Reasonable Rates - Free E-File with tax preparation

We are a
Full Accounting Service
McBride Accounting

You must include all unemployment compensation as income for the year. You should
receive a Form 1099-G, Certain Government Payments by Jan. 31 of the following year.
This form will show the amount paid to you and the amount of any federal income tax
withheld.

616-696-1599

Robin Curtiss .........37 years exp.
Teresa O’Brien .........4 years exp.
Teri Kukla, EA .........15 years exp.

2. Paid under U.S. or state law.

There are various types of unemployment compensation. Unemployment includes
amounts paid under U.S. or state unemployment compensation laws. For more information, see Publication 525, Taxable and Nontaxable Income.

3. Union benefits may be taxable.

You must include benefits paid to you from regular union dues in your income. Other
rules may apply if you contributed to a special union fund and those contributions are
not deductible. In that case,
LOCAL, DEPENDABLE SERVICE!
you only include as income
any amount that you got that
was more than the contributions you made.
Enrolled Agent – Accountant

Steven L. Friar, ABA

4. You may have
tax withheld.

5. Visit IRS.gov for
help.

If you’re facing financial
difficulties, you should visit the IRS.gov page: “What
Ifs” for Struggling Taxpayers. This page explains the
tax effect of events such
as job loss. For example, if
your income decreased, you
may be eligible for certain
tax credits, like the Earned
Income Tax Credit. If you
owe federal taxes and can’t
pay your bill, contact the
IRS. In many cases, the IRS
can take steps to help ease
your financial burden.
For more details visit IRS.
gov and check Publication
525. You can view, download and print Form W-4V at
IRS.gov/forms anytime.

Also Specializing in Small Business Accounting
and Payroll Since 1991

(616) 874-7749

5426 Myers Lake Ave. NE • Belmont

DEpEnDing on DatE FilED

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9am-5pm
Evenings By Appt. • Sat. 9am-4pm

Walk-ins welcome

Tax Refund Sale!

10% to 50% Off
Our everyday low Price on
Selected Items Throughout the Store!

ACTION TAX
SERVICE
lay away now
& Pay With
Your Income Tax
Refund!
EXPERT, AFFORDABLE TAX HELP
“Complex returns not a problem”
Individuals • Businesses • LLCs • Partnerships • Corporations

Call Now for an
Appointment

866-4704

10271 NORTHLAND DR. • ROCKFORD

Larry’s

www.actiontaxservice.com
Member of

OUR
LOCATION

X
Bell
Furniture

Over

30

13 Mile Rd.
National Association
of Tax Professionals

Years

12 Mile Rd.

Year-Round Service • Tax Planning • Out-of-State Returns
Bookkeeping • Payroll • Experienced Personnel

Legacy
...continued from page 3

Checks in as little as 10 Days!

Email: steve@fritax.com www.fritax.com

Northland Dr.

You can choose to have
federal income tax withheld
from your unemployment.
You can have this done using Form W-4V, Voluntary
Withholding Request. If you
choose not to have tax withheld, you may need to make
estimated tax payments
during the year.

Complete Individual & Business Tax Services

123 South Main Street
Cedar Springs, MI

ing gas when someone ran out, or going on a service call when
someone had a problem.”
Lois said the business was initially in the building where the
Fast Tax Service is now and then they built another building just
to the north now occupied by the Reflections by Design hair salon.
According to Kathy, Mike was active in a number of local
civic organizations. Alice spent many happy years volunteering
in Marge Clark’s kindergarten classroom. She noted, “Dad and
Mom had a great respect for education and what it could do to increase a person’s chances of success in life, and that is why they
were so interested in helping the school whenever they could.”
It was in this environment that Mike and Alice reared their

Delivery &
Layaway
Available

NORTHTOWN
Furniture & Appliance

Hours:

Mon. - Thurs.
& Sat. 9-6
Fri. 9-7

6481 Greenville Rd. • Northtown Greenville

children, Kathy, Karen, Kevin, and Kris. The legacy of supporting education continues. The Holton family, in honor of their
parents, decided to donate the Holton home on Northland Drive
to the Cedar Springs Education Foundation so that the proceeds
would go to the schools.
Bill Tucker, past president of the Cedar Springs Education
Foundation said, “I was contacted by Kevin Holton in late 2013.
I actually met with the family in February 2014 to discuss the
details of the transfer.” The deed was transferred, some needed
repairs were done, and the house put up for sale. Once on the
market, the house sold quickly and the Education Foundation
received a net of $171, 554 after expenses.
Once sold, the Foundation decided to make an initial grant to
the school of about $25,000 for a significant project to recognize
this tremendous gift from the Holton family. The school was
asked to propose a number of projects for the family to choose
from. These included a covered playground pavilion for Cedar
Trails, a computer-learning lab for Cedar View, and a new sound

(616) 754-6101

system for the High School auditorium. After reviewing the
projects, the family turned it back over to the foundation to make
the selection. Kathy said, “They as a group would be happy with
any of the options and felt the foundation would be better able to
determine what would be most beneficial to the school.”
The Foundation met at a special meeting on February 4 to
make that decision. After much discussion, moderated by Foundation President Jeni McIntyre, the board chose the High School
auditorium sound system, for a number of reasons. Sue Spahr,
board member and Middle School principal, said that the sound
system would have a greater impact on both students and the
community. Board members Audrey Debri and Chad Wight noted that each proposal was excellent and should be considered
again at a later date.
The Education Foundation and the Cedar Springs Schools
greatly appreciate this gift and the Holton family’s legacy of
giving.
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EASTER COLORING CONTEST 2015

H
A
P
P
Y
Hey kids,

Would you like to win an awesome Easter
Basket? It’s time for our annual Easter Coloring
Contest and your chance to win! Please color the

picture above with crayons, markers or colored
pencils. Our judges will choose 3 finalists from
three age groups: 3-4 years; 5-7 years; and 8-10
years. All finalists will be placed in a drawing and

The Cedar Springs POST

2015 Easter Coloring Contest
Entry Form

Deadline: 5pm on Monday, March 30, 2015

Name:

Drop off at The Cedar Springs POST
36 E. Maple St., Cedar Springs

one lucky winner will be the Grand Prize winner of
an awesome Easter Basket!
Good Luck and remember to be creative but
follow the rules!

Rules:
1. Only one entry per child.
2. Only one winner will be drawn from finalists.
3. We are not responsible for lost mail.
4. All entries must be at our office by March 30 by 5pm.
5. Use only crayons, markers or colored pencils.

Winner will be announced in the April 2nd issue of The
Cedar Springs Post. So hurry, all entries have to be at
The Post by Monday, March 30th by 5:00 p.m.

address:
Phone:

E
A
S
T
E
R

Age:
Mail to: Easter Coloring Contest
P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319

Please deliver entries to:
36 E. Maple St., Cedar Springs.
Or mail to: Easter Coloring Contest
P.O. Box 370, Cedar Springs, MI 49319
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Escape
...continued from front page

Property
...continued from page 3

The driver was the only one in the vehicle and was believed to have been wearing his seatbelt at the time of the
crash. The crash remains under investigation but alcohol is
believed to be a contributing factor in the crash.
The Montcalm County Sheriff’s Deputies were assisted
by the Lakeview Police Department, Montcalm County
Emergency Services, and the Maple Valley Fire Department.

Security
...continued from page 6

Question: My mother receives Supplemental Security
Income (SSI) benefits. She’ll be going to live with my sister next month. Does she have to report the move to Social
Security?
Answer: Yes, she should report any change in living arrangements to us within 10 days. The change could affect
her payment. Failure to report the change could result in an
incorrect SSI payment that may have to be paid back. Also,
we need her correct address so we can send her important correspondence about her SSI benefits. She can easily
change her address by accessing her personal my Social
Security account at www.socialsecurity.gov/myaccount.
She can also call Social Security at 1-800-772-1213 (TTY
1-800-325-0778).
Question: I recently retired and am approaching the age
when I can start receiving Medicare. What is the monthly
premium for Medicare Part B?
Answer: The standard Medicare Part B premium for
medical insurance is currently $104.90 per month. Since
2007, some people with higher incomes must pay a higher
monthly premium for their Medicare coverage. You can get
details at www.medicare.gov or by calling 1-800-MEDICARE (1-800-633-4227) (TTY 1-877-486-2048).

Angler
...continued from page 10

Master Angler program, since the weight requirement has
been removed for catch-and-keep entries. Anglers will no
longer need to find a commercial scale to weigh their fish,
as both the catch-and-keep and catch-and-release categories will now be based only on length. However, anglers
should keep in mind that state-record fish still will be determined by weight.  
Dozens of photos showing a variety of Master Angler
catches over the years are available on the DNR’s Facebook page in the Master Angler photo album.  

owner of Sun Title Agency, who waived all closing fees
and Leon Stout, of Stout Group Ltd, the real estate agency
handling the sales transactions, waived a portion of his fees.
“It continues to amaze me on how people are jumping on
board to be part of the movement to improve the quality
of life in our community,” said Kurt Mabie, president of
the CBDT. “Jodi and Rob’s support is greatly appreciated,
along with Thomas and Leon’s assistance. It takes a group
effort, a partnership of many, to bring about big things. That
is exactly what is happening now,” he continued.
The exact use of the land has not yet been determined.
According to Mabie, CS Manufacturing plans to donate a
large section of land that adjoins the Coxon property to the
CBDT next fall. Once that land is secured a site plan will
be created.
All community members are invited to the CBDT Meetings held on the third Tuesday of each month at Hilltop
School on the 3rd floor. The meeting run about one hour
and begin at 6 pm.

Wrestlers
...continued from page 9

9/10 3rd Tacho Gonzales 71lb
11/12 2nd Trever Marsman 70lb
13-15 1st Fred White 80lb
1st Logan Hull 100lb
1st Reese Gonzales 107lb
1st Allexis Gonzales 145lb
At Tri County on Feb. 15:
13-15 1st Gage Gardner 170lb
Meijer State Games on February 22:
5/6 4th Jonathan Libera 52lbs
1st Tyler Parmeter 55lb
7/8 1st Keaton Klassen 55lb
2nd Hudson Crystal 64lb
9/10 1st Andrew VanGessel 75lb
4th Logan Troupe 80lb
1st Carter Falan 85lb
2nd Kamden Klaasen 90lb
13-15 1st Gage Gardner 170lb
Be sure to keep your eyes on the next couple weeks of the
Cedar Springs Post as the MYWAY youth wrestling season
is winding down to the final weeks. Regionals will be held
on March 14 and 15 at Lowell High School. More information will be in next week’s Post so you can come to support
your local youth wrestlers!
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Absolute Heating
& Ventilation LLC
2011
Dealer of the year

For FREE Estimates
call 616-866-5096

Auto Glass Installation

696-1830

13399 White Creek
(3/4 mile south of 17 Mile)

Professional auto rePair

Cedar
H e at i n g &

Cooling inC.

ExpEriEncE not guEsswork

616-696-2599

Open every Day! M-Sat 8-7 • Sun. 10-6
15670 nOrthlanD Dr.
between Cedar sPrings
and sand lake

696-8863

any Car any rePair

DieSel - hybriD • MeDiuM & heavy Duty • FOreign & DOMeStic

EXCAVATING, INC.

Screened TopSoil
SCREENED
TOPSOIL
gravel
Sand
GRAVEL •• SAND
recycled
RECYCLED concreTe
CONCRETE
Licensed &
LICENSED
& insured
INSURED
commerciaL &
& residentiaL
COMMERCIAL
RESIDENTIAL

636-5524
636-5524

www.deanexcavating.com

Frog
...continued from page 10

of 10 wetland sites. Observers visit these sites three times
during spring, when frogs and toads are actively breeding,
listening for calling frogs and toads at each site, identifying
the species present and making an estimate of abundance.
“We could still use some new volunteers in all parts of
the state,” Sargent said. “Please consider joining us for a
fun, educational time every spring and adopt a route. The
continued success of the program is dependent on strong
volunteer support.”
Those interested in volunteering should contact Lori Sargent at SargentL@michigan.gov or 517-284-6216 and provide their name and address.
More information on the Frog and Toad Survey and other
projects supported by the Nongame Wildlife Fund is available at www.michigan.gov/wildlife.

Poaching
...continued from page 10

hunting privileges for up to three years.
Conservation officers continue to investigate a number of
poaching-related incidents involving elk in northern Michigan. Anyone with information regarding any incident is
asked to call the DNR Law Enforcement Division at the
Gaylord Customer Service Center at 989-732-3541 or the
24-hour RAP Line at 800-292-7800.
Any fish, game or natural resources violation can be reported to the DNR’s RAP Line or with the online reporting
form available at the DNR website www.michigan.gov/
conservationofficers.
Information leading to an arrest and conviction is eligible
for a cash reward funded by the Game and Fish Protection
Fund. Information also may be left anonymously.
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SCHULTZ SEPTIC

"We're #1 in a #2 business"
Year 'round 24 hour service
•Residential •Commercial

Our low rates are worth
the call! - 696-9570

Keys to
success
Early to bed
Early to rise
Work like a dog
And ADVERTISE
in

Call 696-3655

Read the newspaper online @ www.cedarspringspost.com

PubliC NoTiCe
Public Hearing on budget
For 2015-2016 Fiscal Year

PUBLIC NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that on
March 24, 2015, at 7:30 p.m., the Board of Trustees of the Township of Solon will hold a public
hearing at the Township Hall, 15185 Algoma Avenue NE, within the Township, to hear and consider comments regarding the proposed Township
budget for the April 1, 2015 through March 31,
2016 fiscal year. A copy of the proposed budget is available for public inspection at the Solon
Township Hall.

The property tax millage rate proposed
to be levied to support the proposed budget will be a subject of this hearing.
This notice is given pursuant to Act 43 of the
Public Acts of Michigan of 1963 (Second Extra
Session), as amended.
Dated: March 5, 2015

TOWNSHIP OF SOLON
Mary Lou Poulsen, Township Clerk

CLASSIFIEDS

The Cedar Springs Post
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36 E. Maple St., P.O. Box 370
Cedar Springs, MI 49319

616-696-3655 ANIMAL LOST/FOUND ADS ARE FREE!

– 696-3655 –

Deadline: Monday by 5:00 p.m. • No Billing • All Classifieds Must be Pre-Paid!

Homes
for Sale

Apartments

Services

CEDARFIELD
55+
COMMUNITY

ReD Flannel acRes
“A Place to Call Home”
aFFORDaBle lIVInG

A TO Z Trash will pick up your
trash weekly. One-time hauls
available. Call Bryan at 616696-2938. #tfnb

Great Location, 1 & 2 bedroom
apartments. Designed for extremely
low, very low and low income.
Rent based on 30% of income.
Handicapped accessible.

Garage Doors: Spring repairs. Sales, service and
installation of garage doors
and electric openers. Lowest prices guaranteed. Free
Estimates. 616-334-3574.
#tfnp

616-696-2598
www.artsmithauctions.com

Next to Meijer

Auction Sale
In accordance with the
provisions of law, there being
due and unpaid charges
for which the undersigned
is entitled to satisfy, an
owner’s lien of the goods
hereinafter described and
stored at CEDARFIELD
SELF STORAGE located
at 3592 – 17 Mile Rd.,
Cedar Springs, MI 49319,
888-865-4800 is hereby
enforced; and, due notice
having been given to the
owners of said property and
all parties known to claim
an interest therein, and the
time specified in such notice
for payment having expired,
the goods will be sold at
public auction to the
highest bidder or otherwise
disposed of on Saturday,
March 14, 2015 at 10 am.
Cash only. We reserve the
right to refuse any or all
bids. Bryan Daimler B238
(5’x10’) household goods;
Larry
Peterman
D429
(10’x20’) household goods;
Gary
Reinhard
C306
(10’x15’) household goods.

Help

Wanted
Drivers
CDL-A:
Regional
Flatbed 46-49cpm! Get Home
Weekly – Some Weekdays!
Paid Holidays, Vacation &
Ins! Sign-on-Bonus for recent
Flatbed Exp! Flatbed Training
Available. 855-995-7177x160.
#8,9p

Two new listings
this week
See our website
for details

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

616-696-1100

www.cedarfieldcommunity.com

LOST and
Found
Lost: Necklace – gold chain with
2 rings. One ring was a plain band
and the other was a Mother’s ring
with a flower design. Lost in the
downtown Cedar Springs area,
possibly behind Jose’s. Call 616214-6415. #9
Lost: Backpack Purse – black
& white with Peace signs and
Peace on it. Lost on February 25th
or 26th in the Cedar Springs area,
possibly between Meyers Lake
and town. Call 616-696-4245. #9
Found: Truck spare tire found
on Saturday, February 27th in the
area of Shaner Ave. and 17 Mile.
Call to identify. 616-696-0028.
#9

for Rent

311 Oak Court
Cedar Springs, MI

Managed by Intrepid Professional Group

For more information please call
(616) 696-3920/
TDD 1-800-649-3777
This institution is an
Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

MILDRED HOUTING
LEISURE ACRES

TAkING AppLICATIONS
for 1 and 2 bEDROOM
ApARTMENTS
Must be 62 years of age or
handicapped or disabled of any
age. Designed for extremely
low, very low and low income.
Rent based on 30% of income.
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Your
Search
use the
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Meet Marley, a 4 year old
American Staffordshire Terrier mix. This little guy is a ball
of energy and loves to be
the center of attention. Marley loves to play and enjoys
belly rubs and chasing toys.
Marley will probably do best
in a home with no cats. He
looks forward to meeting you
at Humane Society of West
Michigan!
Meet Gracie, a one-year-old
Maine Coon.Gracie is a bit shy
but once she warms up, she
will be your best friend. She
loves to talk and curl up on
laps. Come meet her at Humane Society of West Michigan!

Free to good home: Fun loving,
handsome, kitty-guy is looking
for a forever companion. He is
about 3 months old. Call 616636-8725. #7

Lost • Found • Free

For more information on the Humane Society of West
Michigan, call (616) 453-8900 or visit them at 3077
Wilson NW, just ½ mile north of Three Mile Road
during adoption hours or visit ww.hswestmi.org.
Adoption Hours:
Sunday and Monday: Closed
Tuesday - Friday: 2pm-7pm, Saturday: 10am-4pm

Animal Ads

FREE
in The POST
are

Call 696-3655
for details

CLASSIFIEDS

Please join us on Monday, March 30, 2015!

are online @
www.cedarspringspost.com

reaching around the world

Call a Sales Rep TODAY!

616-696-3655

CLASSIFIED AD FORM

Cedar Springs • General Laborers
• Sanders
Rockford • Assemblers
• General Laborers
• Machine Operators
Greenville • Assembers
• Warehouse Workers
(must have HiLo experience)
• Sanders
• Machine Operators
Sparta • General Laborers
• Machine Operators
Grand Rapids • Press Operators
• Fabricators
• Welders
• Saw Operators
• Grinder Operators
• Mill Operators
Newaygo • Machine Operators - $12/hr ALL Shifts
• CNC Programers
• Maintenance with PLC experience
• Process Technicians
Ionia • Maintenance with PLC experience
Howard City • Quality Auditor with PPAP

PETS of the Week

Corner

This institution is an
Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer

Attention Businesses!
The
The

Critter

For more information please
call (616) 696-3920/
TDD 1-800-649-3777

Classiﬁeds Work

AUCTION

DEADLINE IS 5:00 pM MONDAy

Classified Ads are now on our website... Check it out at

www.cedarspringspost.com

(1)																																																											(2)																																																																	(3)																																																																		(4)
(5)																																																											(6)																																																																	(7)																																																																		(8)
(9)																																																											(10)																																																															(11)																																																																(12)
(13)																																																									(14)																																																															(15)																																																																(16)
(17)																																																									(18)																																																															(19)																																																																(20)
(21)																																																									(22)																																																															(23)																																																																(24)
(25)																																																									 $12.20
25 words or less $12.00

$12.40

$12.60

$12.80

$13.00

$13.20

$13.40

$13.60

$13.80

$14.00

$14.20

Cost of Ad
$ ________
Box
$1.50
Bold
$1.50
Name ________________________________
Ad Total
$ ________
Times to run
X ________
Address_______________________________
Amount Due
$ ________
Phone ________________________________
Start Date (Thurs.) ____________
Signature ______________________________
Type of Payment
___Cash
Expiration Date ______________
___Check
Credit Card Number ___________________________________ ___Credit Card

25 words $12.00 (includes ad placement on website) and
each additional word is 20¢. place one word in each space.
Be sure to include phone number and/or address in ad copy.
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FAMILY FEATURES

W

hat makes a healthy and satisfying snack for children? A well-balanced snack with good nutrition can help
kids grow and provide them with the proper support and energy needed for school, sports and other daily
activities. Parents have the best intentions when looking for nutritious options for their children, but chal-

lenges related to lack of access or knowledge of nutritious foods have contributed to an alarming trend. According to
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, childhood obesity rates in the U.S. have more than doubled in the past
30 years, with over one-third of children currently overweight or obese.

Kids and snacking

A number of factors contribute to obesity rates, with snacking as
a major culprit. While parents need to consider what they provide
their children for three main meals a day, what they eat in between
is equally important.
Research by DuPont Nutrition & Health shows that children eat
two to three snacks each day. Other studies confirm that American
kids are consuming more than 700 calories in afternoon and evening snacks alone. Aside from the fact that these calories make up
a substantial part of the total daily recommended caloric intake for
children, most of the snacks commonly consumed by kids are high
in saturated fats or simple sugars in the form of salty snacks, candy
and beverages — such as fruit drinks — according to a University
of North Carolina study.
Parents face many practical challenges in providing healthful
snack options to kids who are on-the-go and may not have access
to refrigeration or re-heating capabilities. This often leads to snacks
which lack the essential vitamins, minerals and protein a growing
body needs. While snacking is essential to give kids the energy
they need for the day, it’s important to provide snacks that contribute to daily intake goals of nutrients to support healthy growth
and development.
“For many parents, the primary reason for giving snacks to
children is to stave off hunger until their next meal,” said Megan
DeStefano, Global Strategic Marketing at DuPont Nutrition &
Health.
“When choosing a snack, parents should avoid those high in
carbohydrates, such as simple sugars, since they tend to leave
children feeling unsatisfied quickly and often craving additional
unhealthy snacks.”

Understanding better snacks

It’s important for parents to know what to look for in a snack. For
example, protein helps kids feel full longer, which may support
weight management. In fact, numerous studies have confirmed that
protein is more satisfying than either carbohydrates or fat. And lean
proteins, such as soy, can meet needs to support growth and development without contributing to fat or cholesterol intake.
It’s challenging for parents to determine what snacks are best.
DeStefano shares some tips on healthful ingredients parents should
look for in snack foods.

Protein packs a powerful punch
Vegetable proteins are a great way to consume protein without
increasing the amount of saturated fats and cholesterol in your
child’s diet. If you are considering vegetable proteins, try soy
protein. Soy protein snack options can be found in a variety of
tasty products such as ready-to-drink beverages, bars, cereals
and dairy alternatives. Soy protein is also the only widely available vegetable protein that provides all the essential amino acids
in the proper amounts that are needed to support growth and
development of children.

Parents can also rest easy knowing that soy protein delivers
cardiovascular benefits as well. According to clinical research
published in the Journal of the American College of Nutrition
conducted in both children and adults, soy protein has been shown
to help reduce LDL cholesterol, also known as “bad” cholesterol,
increase HDL, also known as “good” cholesterol, and decrease
triglyceride levels. Just 25 grams of soy protein a day, as part of
a diet low in saturated fat and cholesterol, may reduce the risk of
heart disease.

Find a fiber-filled option
Fiber is another important ingredient to look for when looking for
healthy snack options. Many kids are falling behind on their fiber
intake. According to the American Academy of Pediatrics, children

only consume half the amount of fiber that is recommended. For
proper digestive health, it is recommended that children get 25–31
grams of dietary fiber per day. Snacking provides another opportunity to help kids to meet this goal. Including a fiber-rich food can
also eliminate cravings for additional snacks.
Snacking doesn’t have to be bad for your child’s health. There are
several options that are tasty while delivering a healthy dose of
cardiovascular or digestive benefits. With so many great possibilities, parents should continue to offer healthy snack options,
with greater nutrient density to their children to help them stay
energized throughout the day, while satisfying their hunger and
taste. For more ways to get your family to make smarter snacking
decisions, visit www.danisco.com.
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t doesn’t take the Luck o’ the Irish to throw a great St. Patrick’s Day party.
These tips and recipes will help you throw a festive celebration you’ll enjoy
as much as your guests — including make-ahead corned beef and a mintygreen cookie recipe both adults and little leprechauns will love.

“We’ve developed recipes that make the tastes of Ireland easy to create — from

a simple Irish Soda Bread to a classic corned beef and cabbage recipe that can be
made in a slow cooker,” said Mary Beth Harrington of the McCormick Kitchens.
“And don’t forget the treats! Our Mint Chocolate Chip Cookies are the perfect
ending to a perfectly green party.”
For more St. Patrick’s Day recipes, check out www.McCormick.com and visit
McCormick Spice on Facebook and Pinterest.

Savory Irish Cheese Soda Bread

Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 40 minutes
Servings: 12
2 1/2 cups flour
1/2 cup sugar
1 1/2 teaspoons baking powder
1/2 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
2 teaspoons McCormick Caraway Seed
1 teaspoon McCormick Garlic Powder
1/4 teaspoon McCormick Red Pepper, Ground
1/2 cup shredded Irish Cheddar cheese
2 eggs
1 1/4 cups buttermilk
Preheat oven to 350°F. Mix flour, sugar, baking powder,
baking soda, salt and seasonings in large bowl. Stir in
cheese. Set aside. Mix eggs and buttermilk in medium
bowl. Add to dry ingredients; stir until well blended.
Spread in lightly grease 9-inch round cake pan.
Bake 30–40 minutes or until toothpick inserted in
center comes out clean. Cool in pan on wire rack 10 minutes. Remove from pan. Cool completely on wire rack.
Tip: Make muffins instead of bread. Prepare dough as
directed and divide among 12 greased muffin cups.
Bake 20–25 minutes or until toothpick inserted in
center comes out clean.

Mint Chocolate Chip Cookies

Prep time: 15 minutes
Cook time: 10 minutes
Servings: 3 dozen, or 36 (1 cookie) servings
2 1/2 cups flour
1 teaspoon baking soda
1/2 teaspoon salt
1 cup (2 sticks) butter, softened
1 1/4 cups sugar
2 eggs
1–1 1/2 teaspoons McCormick Green Food Color
1 teaspoon McCormick Pure Peppermint Extract
1 1/2 cups semi-sweet chocolate chips
Preheat oven to 375°F. Mix flour, baking soda and salt in
medium bowl. Set aside. Beat butter and sugar in large bowl
with electric mixer on medium speed until light and fluffy. Add
eggs, food color and peppermint extract; mix well. Gradually
beat in flour mixture on low speed until well mixed. Stir in
chocolate chips.
Drop by heaping tablespoons about 2 inches apart onto
ungreased baking sheets.
Bake 10–12 minutes or until edges are lightly browned.
Cool on baking sheets 1 minute. Remove to wire racks; cool
completely.

Slow Cooker Corned Beef
and Cabbage

Prep time: 10 minutes
Cook time: 8 hours
Servings: 12
8 small red potatoes
2 cups baby carrots
1 small onion, quartered
1 corned beef brisket (4 pounds),
rinsed and trimmed
2 tablespoons McCormick Mixed
Pickling Spice
1 teaspoon McCormick Minced Garlic
1/2 head cabbage, cored and cut
into wedges
Place potatoes, carrots and onion in slow cooker.
Place corned beef brisket over vegetables.
Sprinkle with pickling spice and minced garlic.
Add enough water (about 8 cups) to just cover
meat. Cover.
Cook 7 hours on high. Add cabbage. Cover.
Cook 1–2 hours on high or until cabbage is
tender-crisp.
Remove corned beef brisket to serving platter.
Slice thinly across grain. Serve with vegetables.
Tip: For best results, do not remove cover while
cooking in slow cooker.

